r 


A 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


Digitized  by  Google ' 


DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


PART  II.  OF  VOL.  XIV. 


Digitized  by  Google 


s 


222  ^ 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


REGISTER 

■ 

DEBATES   IN  CONGRESS. 


OF  THE  FIR8T  8ESSION  OF  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS: 

THITHM  WITS 

AN  APPENDIX, 

i  •  «    •     ....    .     , «     »  •  • 

♦  •♦•»  

■  •  *  -  •     «•..•*,    .  . 

. .      .  ;  eoirr iiint  ■  . 

.*.  1  1  -  •  *  .        .  . 

•a  '  • 

IMPORTANT  STATE  PAPERS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS, 

AJUi  Tilk 

LAWS  ENACTED  DURING  THE  SESSION: 


WITH  A  COPIOUS  INDEX  TO  THE  WHOLE. 


VOLUME  XIV. 


WASHINGTON: 


1H37. 


'  ■  •  . 


•     •  • 







•     .  .  .  * 


Digitized  by  Google  ' 


1109 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1170 


Oct.  8,  1837.] 


Adjournment  of  Congrets. 


[H.  of  H. 


relief:  not  merely  to  puss  a  law  or  two  to  relieve  the  Treas- 
ury by  raising  money  from  the  people,  and  then  go  home. 
The  idea,  he  said,  appeared  to  be  very  general  that  there 
must  be  a  recess.  But  he  could  not  eee  the  necessity  or 
adequate  reason  of  adjourning.  Out  if  it  were  aettled  that 
this  ia  to  be  ho  short  a  (tension,  ami  (hat  measures  so  import- 
ant are  to  take  their  final  decision,  at  any  rate,  before  it 
close*,  why  then,  Mr.  A.  obaerved,  it  were  better  the  ses- 
•ion  were  shortened  as  much  ax  possible.  It  were  better, 
in  fact,  to  adjourn  at  once— to-morrow.  We  have  done 
miachief  enough,  he  remarked,  already,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
lieving the  Treasury.  It  would  not  be  difficult,  however, 
to  lay  the  country  under  a  yet  further  burden  than  that  al- 
ready imposed  upon  it — by  the  passage,  meantime,  of  the 
bill  which  gives  Government  ten  or  twelve  million*  of  dol- 
lars more.  It  would  be  easy  to  do  this  in  one  day  by  the 
aid  ef  the  previous  question.  And  then,  why  not  go  home? 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  he  had  heard  no  arguments  for 
adjournment  which  bad  been  based  upon  considerations  of 
public  interests,  but  only  on  those  of  mere  private  accom- 
modation j  just,  said  he,  as  we  get  all  the  gold  and  silver, 
while  the  people  get  nothing  but  rag*. 

But  there  wan  one  other  money  1411  the  House  might, 
by  the  aid  of  the  previous  question,  also  get  through 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Senate  for  the  duration 
of  the  session.  Besides  the  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  Treasury,  there  was  a  bill  on  the  table  appro- 
priating two  or  three  mil/ions  of  dollars  more  "for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities."  Being  one  of  that 
highly  favored  class  of  appropriation  bills  which  he  had 
before  designated  as  "scsJping-knife  and  tomahawk  bills," 
it  would  be  most  easy  to  pass  it  by  the  previous  question  at 
any  moment. 

Mr.  A.  gave  as  a  reason  why  be  would  not  rote  for  that 
bill,  ifit  ahould  come  up,  that  no  such  appropriation  as  it 
makes'was  called  for  by  the  Executive.  It  was  not  mention- 
ed in  the  message.  There  had  been  no  intimation  from  any 
quarter,  that  should  be  taken  as  authority  by  the  House  in 
matters  so  important,  that  08,000,000  more  of  the  people's 
money  was  wanted  in  addition  to  the  large  sums  already 
appropriated  for  the  same  object.  But,  said  Mr.  A.,  it 
seems  to  be  the  object  of  tins  session  of  Congress,  rejecting 
all  consideration  of  the  claims  and  memorials  of  the  people, 
to  do  only  what  in  England  ta  significantly  denominated 
"  the  King's  business,"  and  then  to  go  home  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible! 

The  SPEAKER  here  suggested  that  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  suppression  of  ludiau  hostilities  waa  not 
then  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  with  great  deference  to  the  Speaker, 
would  suggest  that  he  was  in  order  while  giving  aa  a  rea- 
son why  Congress  should  not  adjourn  next  Monday,  that 
important  bills  were  yet  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Houae,  and 
to  strengthen  his  argument  bv  showing  their  importance. 
The  8PEAKER  conceded  that  right,  but  denied  to  the 
the  power  of  going  into  the  merits  of  those 
or  either  of  them,  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
Mr.  ADAMS.  Those  measures  cannot  be  discussed 
without  taking  more  time  than  will  be  allowed  ua  if  this 
resolution  passes.  Nor  would  it  be  consistent  with  the 
proper  discussion  of  matters  so  important  to  adjourn  before 
the  commencement  of  the  ordinary  session.  And,  there- 
fore, not,  however,  hoping  that  be  should  be  successful  in 
his  appeal,  he  suggested  to  gentlemen  the  expediency  of 
making  the  slight  sacrifice  of  their  personal  conveniences 
to  the  public  good.  These  inconveniences  had  mostly  been 
already  incurred;  and,  let  gentlemen  aay  what  they  will, 
the  imputation,  already  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
yland,  [Mr.  Johssom,]  will  be  in  the  mouth  of  every 


been  adopted  iu  the  Houae  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delay  in  prosecuting  and  termi- 
nating the  Florida  war,  and  which  (said  Mr.  A.)  seems  to 
have  been  sent  to  "the  paradise  of  fools," — when  lie  waa 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Cakbuleho,  who  called  him  to  order. 


The  SPEAKER  said  that  Mr.  A.  should 


hi 


and  child  in  the  country,— 41  you  < 

I" 


t  home 


>  get  double  n 

Mr.  A.  waa  going  on  to  allude  to  the  course  which  had 
Vox..  XIV— 73 


self  to  the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  instead 
of  referring  to  so  many  distinct  subjects. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  endeavor  to  hedge  himself 
limits  as  closely  as  possible ;  and  if  he  did  * 
transgress  the  bounds  of  debate,  even  though  it  be 
little,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  knows  his  absolute  power  in  this  H ousts  will,  no 
doubt,  check  him  and  bring  him  back. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  referred  to  two  or  three  of  the  meas- 
ures before  the  House  for  consideration.  He  would  merely 
allude  to  two  other  great  financial  measures,  which  also 
awaited  their  action:  the  innumerable  sub-treasuries  on 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  return  to  deposite  banks.  So 
much  is  to  be  said  on  both  sides,  and  so  much  is  to  be  said 
against  both  aides,  of  this  question,  there  certainly  could 
not  be  much  time  to  spare,  if  they  were  to  be  discussed  us 
they  should  be,  prior  to  the  9th  or  the  16th  inst.,  unless,  to 
be  sure,  the  previous  question  ahould  be  invoked  to  settle 
the  matter ;  and  if  that  is  to  be  used,  it  may  aa  well  be  re- 
sorted to  immediately  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
as  at  any  other  time.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Means  holds  in  hia  hands  the  debates  of  this 
House,  and  whenever  a  question  has  been  debated  as  long 
as  he  thinks  proper  or  convenient,  all  he  baa  to  do  is  to  put 
down  his  foot,  and  the  gag  is  at  once  upon  us.  Besides, 
there  would  be  some  reason  for  the  parage  of  these  bills,  if, 
being  done  in  a  hurry,  they  will  afterwards  find  the  apolo- 
gy for  their  passage,  which,  were  they  to  be  adopted  after 
deliberation,  they  could  never  obtain. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen  that  the  sub-Tressu- 
ry  system  was  not  intended  to  be  discussed  in  that  House. 
It  had  been  called  a  bold  measure  in  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  who  had  given  up  his  usual  "  non-commit- 
tal" policy  in  recommending  it.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  A., 
it  waa  the  mare  "  hold"  from  thia  very  consideration,  that 
it  was  not  to  lie  discussed,  and  waa  not  intended  to  be  pars- 
ed. On  this  he  would  give  no  opinion ;  he  would  leave 
the  solution  of  the  problem  to  «» that  great  teacher,  Time." 
At  all  events,  it  could  not,  if  it  was  intended,  I*  discussed 
and  passed  in  so  short  a  space  aa  was  proposed.  It  was  u 
great  measure  of  revenue,  calling  much  profound  finance, 
much  deep  philosophy,  and,  more  than  all  to  bo  considered 
here,  much  warm  party  spirit,  into  action  upon  it.'  It 
could  not  ao  soon  be  settled,  except  by  the  intervention  of 
the  previous  question,  and,  if  that  were  intended,  he  would 
■ay,  let  us  come  to  the  question  at  once,  even  ibis  very 
day. 

Besides  these  most  important  matters,  there  was  one 
other,  to  which  lie  would  briefly  allude,  but  with  regard  to 
tbe  merits  of  which  Mr.  A.  said  he  should  express  no 
opinion  then.  He  had  allusion  to  the  Mississippi  contest- 
ed election.  Here  we  have  two  members,  deciding  on  all 
important  questions — for,  in  these  days,  said  Mr.  A.,  we 
find  a  majority  of  two  upon  important  questions  in  this 
House — while  a  large  portion  of  the  House  entertain  the 
opinion  that  they  have  no  right  here  at  all !  Besides,  it 
was  an  important  constitutional  question,  and  involving, 
too,  a  question  of  deep  interest  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  there  certainly  was  not  time  to  do  justice  to  it,  before 
the  day  proposed  for  adjournment.  Mr.  A.,  however,  would 
take  the  occasion  to  remark,  that,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult of  this  question,  he  was  glad  those  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
C Lai  aoaa e  and  Gmolsok)  bad  been  in  the  House  du- 
ring this  session.  They  bad,  at  all  events,  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  their  being  here  thus  long  ; 
and  it  is  belter  that  they  should  be  here  without  a  perfect 
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title,  than  that  the  people  of  their  State  should  be  unrepre- 
sented on^thia  floor.  The  expression  of  this  opinion  may  be 
a  political  heresy,  but  such  was  his  view  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  expressing  the  wish  that  his  dis- 
sent to  the  principle  of  making  the  present  an  extra  sea- 
won  merely,  be  entered  upon  the  journal.  This,  he  said, 
had  been  the  main  object  he  had  in  view,  in  making  the 
remarks  he  had  done  to  the  House- 

Mr.  PATTON  could  not  vote  for  the  last  amendment, 
for  it  was  entirely  too  early  to  fix  the  adjournment  of  the 
general  session ;  especially  as  they  had  lost  all  the  time  of 
the  present  session  in  the  general  public  and  private  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  by  the  adoption  of  the  order  to  lake  up 
and  consider  nothing  but  what  was  contained  in,  or  recom- 
mended by,  the  President's  message.  He  contended,  how- 
ever, that  the  time  proposed  in  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  too  short  for  the  deliberation  of  a 
measure  of  such  importance  as  the  one  adverted  to.  The 
Senate,  consisting  of  only  fifty  members,  had  been  discuss- 
ing this  very  bill,  the  suit-Treasury  scheme,  for  about  three 
weeks,  while  a  single  fortnight  only  was  to  be  allowed  for 
the  discussion,  not  only  of  thst  measure,  but  of  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  tbo  Mississippi  elec- 
tion, the  8tate  hank  project,  and  all,  in  a  body  of  nearly 
two  hundred  members,  consisting  of  the  direct  reptesenta- 
tives  from  the  people. 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Pickkks]  as  to  the  importance  of  the  change  of  policy  pio- 
poecd.  A  change  from  a  paper  system  to  a  hard  money 
system,  so  fatal  and  disastrous  to  the  coantry,  he  would 
not  suffer  to  be  made  without  some  deliberation.  He  wish- 
ed to  go  home  and  consult  with  his  constituents  upon  this 
subject.  We  were  now  in  a  stato  of  separation  from  the 
banks ;  and,  therefore,  aa  we  were  now  in  the  foil  fruition 
of  it*  advantages,  he  did  not  see  that  any  thing  was  to  be 
lost  by  the  postponement  of  the  divorce  bill  till  the  next 
session.  All  that  sustained  the  little  confidence  that  still 
lingered  in  the  country  was  the  hope  that  some  Urn  i;  would 
tie  done  for  its  relief.  His  colleague  need  not,  therefore, 
be  afraid  that  the  banks  would  resume  during  the  recess. 
He  feared  there  was  little  hope  of  it. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  not 
seconded  by  a  majority  of  the  House:  Yeas  7»,  nays  103. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as 
to  take  the  question  on  each  amendment  successively. 

The  SPEAKER  declared  such  a  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
administration  to  take  up  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  at  all. 
He  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  and  begged  he  would  answer  him  candidly  and 
fairly,  if  such  was  their  intention,  whether  the  day  of  ad- 
journment was  Axed  at  the  9th  or  the  1 6th  instant  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  answer  the  gentleman. 
He  could  assure  him  that  he  would  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  call  up  what  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to 
call  the  sub-Treasury  bill ;  and,  so  far  from  fearing  to 
meet  that  question,  I  apprehend  (said  Mr.  C. )  that  gen- 
tlemen will  find  no  flinching  here  upon  that  subject ;  and 
we  will  see  whether  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
according  to  a  celebrated  letter,  will  "  toe  the  mark."  Let 
us  see  what  the  gentleman  will  do.  Let  us  have  no  non- 
committalism. 

In  conclusion,  he  assured  the  gentleman,  that  whether 
they  eat  there  for  one  week  or  two  weeks,  or  even  for  six 
months,  he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing 
that  measure  forward,  after  having  disposed  of  the  different 
measures  of  relief  proposed  for  the  country. 

Mr.  WISE.    Jost  the  answer  1  expected,  Mr. 
I  feel  SOW, 


thus  defined  by  the  chairman  will  not  very  soon  occur. 
The  idea  of  a  metallic  currency,  as  a  measure  to  be  carried 
out,  was  farthest  from  the  thoughts  of  the  administration 
party  in  that  House.  He  concurred  with  Mr.  Aoaxs, 
that,  if  this  were  so,  Congress  had  better  adjourn  at  once. 
The  administration  can  adjourn  us  just  when  they  please, 
and  will  do  so.  Pot  himself,  he  said  he  came  there  to  admin- 
ister relief  to  the  people ;  and,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  waa  ready  to  remain  there  not  only  till  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next,  but  for  twelve  months,  if  ne- 
cessary. He  said  that  every  movemei 
him  that  the  administration  bad  no  intention  of 
oat  tout  plan.  He  hoped  that  the  opposition,  conservative 
and  all.  would  unite  in  remaining  there  until  it  was  fairly 


demonstrated  that  it  was  the  friends  of  the  adminis 
who  adjourned  without  giving  relief  to  the  country. 

Many  measures,  aa  bad  truly  been  said,  were  here 
for  our  discussion  and  settlement,  (continued  Mr.  Wisi ;) 
among  them  was  the  plan  of  some  of  a  national  bank ;  an- 
other, that  of  the  conservatives,  of  continuing  the,  State 
hanks  as  depositories  of  the  public  money  ;  and  a  third,  that 
of  the  sub-Treasury  system — a  aystent  which  was  the  very 
embodiment  of  that  recommended  in  the  President  s  mes- 
stige,  and  which  recommendation  every  one  could  now  aee 
whs  insincere.  His  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickkxs,]  who  had  coma  so  warmly  into  the  support,  in 
advance,  of  this  notable  scheme,  will  discover  his  mistake 
ere  long,  and  will  find  himself  left  in  tbe  lurch  by  the  pre- 
tended advocates  of  his  favorite  measure  of  divorce.  He  will 
be  leA  in  the  lurch. 

Mr.  W.  here  adverted  to  tbe  change  in  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  which  had  recently 
been  brought  about.  A  large  majority  in  the  Senate,  and 
a  majority  of  two  in  the  House,  the  fatter  not  even  origina- 
ting its  own  revenue  bills,  while  these  bills,  in  both  branches, 
are  precisely  the  same,  prepared,  totidem  verbis,  exactly 
like  each  other,  and  sent  on  their  way  through  the  two 
Houses,  pari  pasta  ! 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  here  remarked  that  the  bills  pre- 
sented several  points  of  difference. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that,  in  effect,  they  were  precisely 
identical,  and  that  such  cbangea  aa  had  been  made  in  them 
originated  with  the  Senate. 

Six  or  seven  important  billa  were  on  the  calendar  to  be 
acted  on.  None  of  these  were  to  be  taken  up  before  the 
sub-Treasury  bill,  it  appeared  by  the  order  in  which  they 
stood  there.  Mr.  Wise  said  he  understood  the  game  to  be 
played.  Tbe  depoaite  hanks  are  to  be  put  in  the  power 
of  the  Government.  The  bills  were  ingeniously  prepared ; 
the  order  in  which  they  were  arranged  was  also  politic,  and 
such  aa  waa  obviously  designed  to  secure  the  passage  of 
each,  and  the  entire  omission  or  defeat  of  the  sub-Treasury 
bill.  Then,  what  is  to  be  hereafter  said  to  the  country  in 
excuse  for  doing  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  people — the 
grand  object  of  assembling  here  at  this  time  t  Why,  "the 
House  refused  to  pass  the  great  measure  of  the  session— 
the  system  of  divorcing  banks  from  State,  and  hence  the 
failure  to  produce  relief."  Again-  would  he  aay  to  his 
friends  who  hsd  committed  themselves  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
ject, that  they  had  better  taken  bond  and  security  of  the 
projectors  to  carry  if  out,  before  they  gave  in  their  adhe- 
sion to  its  support.  The  President  had  made,  what  had 
been  claimed  for  him— a  bold  committal,  but  it  was  withont 
the  sligheet  idea  that  the  measure  be  recommended  would 
ever  be  adopted,  even  by  his  own  friends.  He  was  glad 
that  the  President  bad  done  this,  and  that,  like  Ssmsori  ©f 
old,  he  had  become  shorn  of  his  strength  by  this  the  first 
act  of  committal  in  all  hia  life.  His  administration  had  ac- 
tually died  before  it  had  fairly  commenced. 

Mr.  Wiax  hoped  the  House  would  vote  to  stay  where 
they  were,  and  hold  the  administraion  to  their  own  plans, 


Digitized  by  Google 


1173 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1174 


Oct.  2,  1837  ] 


Adjournment  of  Congrett. 


[H.  o»  R. 


of  the  true  posi 
a  long  road  be 


trap.  He  hoped  that  all  true  conservatives,  and  all  in  op- 
position, will  not  consent  to  adjourn  till  all  that  ha*  been 
proposed  by  the  administration  to  be  done  has  had  a  fair 
chance  of  being  tried.  Lot  us  act,  and  let  us  talk,  too. 
Enough  ha*  not  been  said  in  elucidation  of  the  true  position 
of  our  affaire.  We  have  yet  to  ti 
adjournment  should  be  thought  of. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  contended  that  the  bills  proposed  to 
be  pasaed  at  this  session  did  propose  to  afford  substantial 
relief  to  the  country.  He  alluded  to  the  symptoms  now 
becoming  more  and  more  apparent,  of  growing  prosperity 
in  the  country,  and  to  the  measures  now  before  Congress 
tor  the  amelioration  of  public  affairs.  In  doing  this,  he  made 
aomc^allusiou  to  the  vole  of  Mr.  Wisr,  in ^1884,  in  favor  of 

Treasury  system  which  he  now  deprecates. 

Mr.  WISE  explained.  He  bad  voted  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  bill  in  question,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and 
comity  towards  a  friend  and  colleague,  who  invoked  his  aid 
to  bring  the  measure  before  the  House,  with  the  perfect  un- 
derstanding that  he  [Mr.  Wisr]  would  vole  against  it.  He 
had  always  been,  as  now,  opposed  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  resumed,  and  declared  that  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  explanation.  He  then  expressed  himself 
in  favor  of  lite  12th  as  the  time  of  adjournment ;  and  if 
that  did  not  prevail,  h«  should  prefer  adjourning  on  the 
9th.    He  hoped,  however,  the  motion  to  postpone  would 


Mr.  HAMER  said  that,  from  indications  which  had  been 
already  afforded  by  the  action  of  the  House,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  House  had  deter- 
mined to  adjourn  some  time  before  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next ;  but  the  question  was,  how  long  before  that 
day  ?  If  it  bad  taken  the  House  four  weeks  to  pass  one  bill, 
how  long  would  it  require  to  pass  some  half  dozen  which 
had  been  reported  t  This  seemed  like  a  plain  sum  in  the  rulo 
of  three ;  but  he  hoped  the  issue  would  not  so  turn  out.  He 
then  went  on  to  argue  that,  as  the  minds  of  the  House  were 
made  up  on  nearly  if  not  all  of  these  bills,  it  would  not  lake 
long  to  pass  upon  them  ;  and  this  might  aa  well  be  done  by 
the  9th  as  by  the  leih  of  the  month.  Two  weeks  certainly 
afforded  am|ilc  time.  As  soon  as  a  day  was  fixed,  discussion 
would  be  reslraiued. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  BRIGGS,  who  called  him  to 
order,  as  wandering  from  live  point, 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Pattor's  motion  to  post- 
pone the  subject,  and  it  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the  9th  and 
inserting  the  1  r.th  instant, 

Mr.  P.  O.  J.  SMITH  demanded  ihe  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  by  the  House;  and,  being  taken,  Blood 
as  follows : 

Vkas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  Anderson, 
Andrews,  Atberton,  Beatty,  Bell,  Bicknell,  BiddU,  Bird- 
sail,  B  rod  bead,  Branson,  Bynum.  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bell, W.  B.  Carter,  Chaney,  Cheatham,  Cilley,  Cleve- 
land, Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cush- 
"•  in,  DeGraff,  Droingoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewing, 
Karrington,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholaon,  James  Gra- 
ham, Granlland,  Grant,  Graves,  (tray,  Griffin,  Hamer, 
Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawcs,  Havnes,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hol- 
sey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble, 
Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Aipbaxed  Loomis,  James  M. 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKiro,  Meuefee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  Parmcnter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sheffer,  Slade,  Soulhgate, 
r,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus  Tolond,  Tou- 


cey,  Turney,  Vail,  Webster,  Weeks,  Albert  8.  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Wise— 115. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Beirne, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, J.  Calhoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Childs,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cranston,  Curtis, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore, 
Rico  Garland,  Glascock,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Haley, 
Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Henry, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilb, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Andrew  VV.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Marvin,  8. 
Mason,  Martin,  May,  Maxwell,  A.  McClellan,  McKennan, 
Milligan,  Math  ins  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Nay- 
lor,  Noyes,  Patterson,  Pcarce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Plumer, 
Putter,  Raridcn,  Randolph,  Reed,Reily,  Rencher,  Richard- 
son, Rurosey,  Russell,  Augustine  H.  8heppcrd,  Charles 
Shepard,  Shields,  8heplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Snyder,  Stanly, 
Strati. hi,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Towns,  Underwood, 
Vandcrvcer,  Wagoner,  John  White,  Elisha  Whiltlecev, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Yell,  Vorke— 103. 

And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  till  the  first  Monday  in  April  next, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  them,  and  rejected  the  motion  without  a  division. 

Mr.  8HERR0D  WILLIAMS,  wishing,  as  he  said,  to 
sec  who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  to  go  home 
without  doing  any  thing  to  relieve  the  country,  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolution  as  amended.  They  were 
ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Andrews,  A  titer - 
ton,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsali,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Brigga,  Brodbead,  Branson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cam- 
breleng, J.  Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cushman,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  DeGraff,  Droingoole, 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Ewing,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock, 
James  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Granlland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hall,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Har- 
lan, Harrison,  Hawkins,  H syncs,  Henry,  Herod,  Holswy, 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ing- 
ham, T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingcnsmith,  Lawler,  Legare, 
Lead  be  tier,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  A.  W.  Loomis, 
Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R.  McClel- 
lan, A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  McKennan,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmcnter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Pbelps,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Reily,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sheplor,  Slade,  S|>enccr,  Slew- 
art,  Stratton,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toland,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ney, Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagencr,  Weeks,  A.  8.  White, 
J.  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams— 163. 

Nais— Messrs.  Adams,  II .  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen,  Bell, 
Bond.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W. 

B.  Carter,  Cheatham,  Child*,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
Graves,  Griffin,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Menefce,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  M.  Munis,  C,  Morris,  Murray,  Noylor,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Pearcc,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Robertson, 
Rumaey,  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Snyder,  Southgatc, 
Stanly,  Taliaferro,  Tillinghast,  Underwood,  Webster,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 

C.  H.  Williams,  Yell, 
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So  the  Houxc  adopted  the  joint  resolution  of  the  8enate, 
with  an  intendment,  fixing  the  16th  of  October  as  the  day 
for  the* adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence  with 
the  House  in  the  amendment.  [The  Senate  concurred  ac- 
curJiriplv.  ^ 

MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour,  being  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  which  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  J.  Ghotson  and  John  P.  H. 
Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  twenty-tilth 
Congress,  and  as  such  uro  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Maubt  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  insert,  "that 
Samuel  J.  Oholson  and  John  P.  II.  Claiborne, -not  being 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  lwenty-6fth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  on  this  floor  as  such." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  the  very  lucid  argument  of  my  col- 
league on  the  Committee  of  Elections,  [Mr.  Pbxbtbaok- 
bb,]  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  views  of  my  other  colleague 
on  the  committee,  [Mr.  Bbobsov,]  I  certainly  should 
have  considered  it  wholly  unnecessary  for  me  to  advance  a 
single  word  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  had 
it  not  boen  for  some  objections  and  arguments  advanced  by 
gentlemen  opposed  to  the  report,  which  have  not  been  an- 
swered as  folly  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  might  be.  The 
objections  made  to  the  credentials  of  the  members  elfct, 
teems  now  to  be  waved  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Macbt  ;]  but  as  the  objection  was  made,  and  the 
foundation  of  it  stated  to  the  House,  I  may  be  indulged  in 
stating  my  reasons  why  it  should  not  prevail.  It  was 
stated,  and  truly  stated,  that  the  act  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  required  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  the  persons 
elected,  proper  credentials  under  his  hand  aud  the  great 
seal  of  the  State.  This  requisition  the  Governor  has  not 
strictly  complied  with  ;  the  credentials  produced  are  under 
the  great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  the  secretary.  Now 
the  question  arises,  if  the  Governor  neglects  or  refuses  to 
perform  bis  duty,  by  non-compliance  with  the  law,  is  that  to 
prevent  the  gentlemen  from  taking  their  seats  ?  Will  they 
not  be  entitled  to  their  seats  on  production  of  other  suffi- 
cient testimony  to  show  they  were  duly  elected  ?  Un- 
questionably they  would.  Is  it  not  the  common  practice 
for  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  look  beyond  the  creden- 
tials produced,  and  inquire  into  the  regularity  of  the  elec- 
tion in  all  its  parts.  If  they  had  the  certificate  exactly  in 
accordance  with  the  net  of  Mississippi,  it  would  only  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  their  right  to  seats  in  the  House  ; 
it  would  not  be  conclusive,  neither  is  a  want  of  it  conclu- 
sive BRainst  them.  The  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  Hand 
on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect  ss  all  other  members ; 
they  appear  and  take  their  seats,  and  it  is  presumed  they 
have  sufficient  credentials,  unless  their  right  is  by  some 
person  contested.  This  is  the  course  pursued  towards 
every  member  of  the  House.  No  person  has  attempted  to 
contest  the  sufficiency  of  the  credentials  of  the  gentlemen . 
from  Mississippi.  They  were  not  contested  in  committee, 
and  ought  not  to  be  now.  But  supposing  the  House 
chosen  to  go  voluntarily  into  that  matter,  it  appears  to  me 
the  objection  to  the  credentials  must  fail ;  the  certificate,  to 
be  sure,  Ik  not  signed  by  the  Governor,  but  it  is  under  the 
great  seal  of  State,  and  signed  by  tho  Secretary,  and  as 
this  b  nothing  more  than  a  mere  ministerial  act,  it  may  be 
performed  by  the  Secretary,  by  command  of  the  Governor. 
But  supposing  the  certificate  bad,  in  this  respect,  because 
it  is  not  actually  signed  by  the  Governor,  yet  it  may  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence,  not  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  but  as 
the  act  of  a  high  and  responsible  officer  to  whom  the  re- 
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turns  of  election  are  entrusted,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  pre- 
serve them.  From  what  source  could  more  satisfactory  tes- 
timony be  received  1  It  must  be  conclusive  as  to  the  result 
of  the  election,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

The  great  argument  which  is  advanced  and  strongly  re- 
lied on  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  is,  that  many  of  the  States,  by  law,  hold  their 
elections  for  members  of  Congress  subsequent  to  the  3d  of 
March,  at  which  time  the  term  of  office  of  their  predecessors 
expired ;  and,  consequently,  if  this  makes  such  a  vacancy 
as,  by  the  constitution,  waa  intended  to  be  filled  by  author- 
ity of  the  Governor,  as  the  words  of  the  constitution  are 
1  imperative,  ho  is  not  at  liberty  to  wait  for  the  operation  of 
the  general  election  laws  for  filling  the  vacancy,  but  must 
proceed  at  once  after  the  3d  of  March  to  issue  his  writs  of 
election.  Thus  would  the  Governor  be  bound,  by  the 
constitution,  the  paramount  law,  to  nullify  the  election 
laws  of  his  State  in  those  cases.  Hence  gentlemen  argue 
that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  vacancy  intended  by  the  con- 
stitution to  be  filled  by  a  special  election  held  under  the 
authority  of  the  Governor.  This  argument  is  more  spe- 
cious than  solid.  In  order  to^ve  it  any  weight,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  there  was  some  real  necessity  for  holding  the 
elections  at  so  late  a  period  as  to  permit  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  to  exist.  If  gentlemen  can  satisfy  me  that  there  is 
any  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
renders  it  necessary  that  a  vacancy  of  this  kind  should 
happen,  than  I  would  admit  the  argument  to  have  great 
weight;  but  so  far  from  any  provision  of  that  kind  bring 
found  in  the  constitution,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  the 
very  reverse  is  intended ;  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention  of 
the  framers  of  that  institution  was,  that  no  vacancy  of  the 
kind  now  under  discussion  should  ever  exist.  This  view 
of  the  subject  is  fortified  by  the  practice  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  States.  I  take  it,  then,  the  argument  is  unsound 
which  would  draw  the  conclusion  of  unconstitutionality  in 
the  Mississippi  election,  from  acts  which  (if  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  constitution  themselves)  are  by  no  means  au- 
thorized, or  by  it  rendered  necessary  for  any  legal  purpose 
whatever. 

The  only  questions  presented  to  the  committee  were  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  Governor's  writ,  and  whether  or  not 
a  vacancy  bad  happened,  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  authorise  the' holding  of  a  special  election  to 
fill  it.  With  respect  to  the  first,  I  cannot  believe  any  dif- 
ficulty exists  in  any  quarter.  That  part  of  the  writ  which 
would  seem  to  restrict  the  services  of  the  gentlemen  to  be 
elected  to  the  extra  session,  was  beyond  the  power  of  the 
Governor,  and,  the  writ  being  perfect  without  it,  the  elec- 
tion is  good  for  the  whole  constitutional  term  of  the  25  th 
Congress.  8uch  seems  to  be  the  understanding  of  every 
member  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject,  and  of  course  it 
requires  no  remarks  of  mine.  The  only  question  then  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  happen/1  as  expressed 
in  the  constitution  ?  Had  a  vacancy  in  the  representation 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  happened?  The  word  "hap- 
pen" is  a  generic  term,  one  species  of  which,  to  he  sure, 
means  chance ;  but  is  that  its  only  meaning?  Certainly 
not ;  it  embraces  in  its  meaning  any  thing  which  occurs  or 
comes  to  pass.  The  word,  then,  is  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace the  case  in  question.  A  vacancy  in  the  representation 
existed,  brought  about  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  the  members  in  the  preceding  Congress  were  elect- 
ed. The  same  evil,  a  want  of  representation  of  the  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  would  eiiat  in  this 
case  as  well  as  in  that  produced  by  death  or  resignation. 
Why,  then,  not  apply  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution ?  One  gentleman  contends  the  Governor  ought  to 
have  convened  the  Legislature  and  let  them  provide  the 
remedy  l>y  a  special  act ;  but,  independent  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  such  a  proceeding,  it  is  evident  that,  in  many 
cases,  it  would  not  or  could  not  afford  an  adequate  remedy. 
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UndeT  circumstances  which  may  frequently  exist,  the  notice 
for  convening  Congress  may  necessarily  be  so  short  as  to 
preclude  all  possibility  of  electing  members  under  a  special 
act  to  be  passed  by  a  Legislature  not  in  session  ;  indeed,  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  there  was  time  in  this  case. 
After  the  President's  proclamation  reached  Mississippi,  and 
the  Governor  gave  reasonable  notice  for  convening  the 
Legislature,  I  think  there  would  have  been  no  time  left  to 
advertise  an  election  as  required  by  the  law  of  Mississippi. 
Besides,  you  must  take  into  the  account  the  lime  necessarily 
spent  in  travelling  2,000  miles,  the  distance  from  that 
Stalo  "to  the  seat  of  Government.  Certain  I  am,  there 
would  not  have  been  time  enough,  if  the  Legislature  of 
that  8ute  should  be  as  tedious  in  its  operations  as  we  arc. 
Every  reason  seems  to  concur  in  favor  of  the  validity  of 
the  election  as  it  has  been  held  under  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 

The  gentlemen  op|iosed  to  the  report  seem  to  me  as  un- 
fortunate on  the  score  of  precedent  as  that  of  reason ;  two 
cases  have  been  cited,  Kinsey  Johns  of  Delaware,  and 
Mr.  L  an  man  of  Connecticut,  "and  those  eases  turned  on 
principles  entirely  different  from  that  before  the  House ; 
both  of  them  happened  in  the  Senate.  The  case  from 
Delaware  was  an  appointment  by  the  Governor  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  where  a  session  of  the  Legislature  had  intervened 
before  the  appointment  was  made.  The  case  from  Con- 
necticut was  an  appointment  made  in  February,  to  fill  a 
vacancy  which  would  not  happen  until  the  4th  of  March, 
thus  malting  the  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  before  the 
vacancy  had  happened.  The  bare  statement  of  these  cosea 
shows  at  once  they  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  case  before 
the  House ;  they  do  not  apply.  So  far  from  precedents  being 
in  favor  of  the  position  of  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  the 
report,  they  are  the  other  way,  so  far  as  they  can  have  any 
application,  and  in  favor  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  report. 
So  sensible  was  lbs  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr  Robkrt- 
sosr]  of  this  fact,  that  he  had  to  resort  to  the  observation, 
that  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  precedents  should  have 
but  little  weight ;  and  in  this  I  agree  with  him.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  have  thus  given  the  views  which  operated  on  my 
mind,  and  nothing  that  I  have  yet  heard  can  bring  me  to 
entertain  a  single  doubt  with  respect  to  the  correctness  of 
the  resolution  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  the  usual  recess  until  four  o'clock. 

Evijcisb  Session. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring Messrs  Gholson  and  Claiborne  entitled  to  their 
sea t*  for  the  26th  Congress,  mid  the  immediately  ponding 
one  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Maubt,  declaring 
those  gentlemen  not  duly  elected — 

Mr.  L  EGA  RE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  began  by 
saying  that  he  regretted  very  much  that,  owing  to  various 
avc  cations,  and  to  incesscnt  and  fatiguing  attendance  in 
that  hall,  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  look  as  fully  in- 
to the  subject,  especially  with  a  view  to  precedent  and 
authority,  as  he  should  otherwise  have  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  do.  He  had.  however,  thought  much  of  it, 
and  would  now  submit  the  result  of  his  reflections  to  the 
candid  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  case,  he  said,  presented  two  questions:  first, 
whether  there  had  occurred,  in  the  representation  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  such  a  vacancy  as  its  Executive  au- 
thority was  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  order  an  election  to  fill ;  and,  secondly,  supposing 
that  question  decided  in  the  affirmative,  then,  whether  the 
limitation  (to  the  extra  session)  attempted  to  be  imposed 
by  that  functionary  upon  the  tenure  by  which  the  mem- 


bers elected  were  to  hold  their  seats,  was  of  any  legal  effect. 
The  former  of  these  two  questions,  he  added,  was  by  far 
the  more  difficult,  and,  indeed,  the  only  difficult  one ;  for  he 
took,  it  to  be  too  clear  for  controversy,  that  if  those  gentle- 
men were  entitled  to  sit  there  a  single  moment,  they  did 
and  must  hold  their  seats  for  the  whole  Congressional 
term,  by  an  authority  paramount  not  only  to  that  of  the 
Executive,  but  to  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  the 
Slate. 

And  in  the  outset,  Mr.  L.  said, -he  should  assume  (for 
he  understood  it  to  be  so  conceded  on  all  bands)  that  this 
election — supposing  the  Governor  to  have  bad  the  consti- 
tutional authority  to  order  it — bad  been  in  eveiy  particular 
precisely  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
in  relation  to  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  House ;  that 
tho  writ  bad  issued  in  due  season  ;  that  it  had  been  care- 
fully published  and  proclaimed  in  every  part  of  the  8tate  ; 
that  the  polls  were  held  by  the  per  sous,  at  the  plaoes,  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  statute ;  that  every  man  enti- 
tled to  vote  knew,  or  may  be  fairly,  and  must  be  legally,  pre- 
sumed to  have  known,  that  he  was  called  to  choose  those 
who  were  to  represent  him  here,  and  when  it  was  and  why 
it  was,  be  was  called  to  do  so ;  that  the  attention  of  the 
whole  people  being  thus  awakened  to  the  high  and  im- 
portant matter  they  wero  summoned  to  pass  upon,  they 
did  in  fact  come  forth  in  very  great  strength,  and  gavo  to  the 
sitting  members  a  clear  majority  of  several  thousand  votes 
over  their  competitors;  that  this  result  had  been  acquiesced 
in  by  all  parties  there,  no  protest  having  been  made,  nor 
so  much  a-4  a  whisper  of  dissatisfaction  having  reached  tho 
('hair ;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  only  at  the  request  of  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  who  had  been  thus  authorized  to  de- 
mand for  the  people  of  Mississippi  a  voice  in  the  public 
councils  at  that  interesting  juncture,  that  a  formal  inquiry 
into  the  right  of  that  people  to  participate  in  the  legislation 
by  which  they  were  to  be  bound,  had  been  instituted  at  all. 
And  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  question  was  whether  an  elec- 
tion thus  ordered,  thus  conducted,  thus  concluded — on 
election  unexceptionable  in  every  detail,  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  decisive  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  in  its  results — 
an  election  expressing  the  sense  of  the  voters  uf  two  Con- 
gressional districts,  in  the  most  authentic  and  the  most  un- 
questionable manner — without  which,  it  is  admitted,  they 
would  have  been  without  a  representative  here  on  one  of 
the  most  momentous  occasions — to  thtm,  an  appeared  from 
the  last  week's  debate,  most  especially  so— that  had  ever  oc- 
curred iu  the  political  history  of  the  country  ;  whether  such 
an  election,  be  said,  should  be  treated  as  a  mere  nullity,  and 
the  members  returned  under  it  be  sent  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, then  the  certain  consequence  must  be  that  those 
districts  would  be,  for  a  time,  utterly  disfranchised ;  the 
voice  of  a  Slate  (and  if  of  one,  why  not  of  twenty  t)  stifled, 
whilo  her  interests  were  disposed  of  by  others,  the  integri- 
ty of  the  Legislature  violated  by  the  absence  of  one  of  its 
essential  parts,  a  quasi  interregnum  created  in  the  Gov- 
ernment itself— and;  why  1  Decauae,  forsooth,  a  vacancy 
in  the  whole  representation  of  a  State,  when  it  is  called 
for  here,  is  no  vacancy  at  all ! — or  liecause  the  same  high 
functionary,  who  is  expressly  charged  by  the  constitution 
with  seeing  that  every  casual  vacancy,  in  the  most  ordi- 
nary times,  should  be  immediately  filled  up  by  the  con- 
stituency interested  in  it,  did,  with  n  view  to  prevent  a 
total  failure  of  all  representation  at  a  most  extraordinary 
juncture,  call  the  electors  of  a  Stale  together,  (for  that  is 
iho  whole  extent  of  this  mighty  usurpation,)  to  discharge 
the  most  solemn  and  most  indispensable  of  all  their  duties 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exer- 
cise their  most  undoubted,  essential,  and  inalienable  rights 
as  a  froe  people,  according  to  the  very  letter  uf  the  statute 
in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

He  said  that,  thus  stated  in  the  abstract,  the  proposition 
wore  to  him  the  air  of  a  paradox.    Every  body  must  per- 
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at  once  that  it  supposed  some  strange  defect  or 
in  the  institutions  of  the  country,  of  which,  a 
priori,  he  would  be  moat  unwilling  to  admit  the  exialence. 
Whatever  the  right*  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  oonaidered 
by  themselves — whatever  good  faith  towards  their  co-State* 
in  the  use  of  powers  conferred  upon  them  for  the  common 
good  of  'the  Confederacy— whatever  the  peace,  order,  and 
safety  of  the  whole  country — whatever  substantial  justice, 
public  convenience,  a  practical  compliance,  in  spirit  and  in 
troth,  with  the  laws  and  the  obligations  of  aociety,  could 
do  to  give  validity  and  aanciity  to  a  popular  election, 
was  to  be  found  in  that  submitted  to  the  judgmeut  of  the 
House.  Nothing  bad  been,  nothing  could  be,  objected  to 
it  but  what  was  quite  formal — mere  subtle  ties  of  the  turn- 
mum  jut.  He  did  not  mean  to  affirm  that  where  provis- 
ions of  the  constitution  or  the  laws,  however  arbitrary  or 

imperative,  the  House 


to  de|«rt  from  them,  even  to  prevent  great  public 
ience.  But  he  did  insist  upon  it  that,  in  such  a 
question  as  this,  he  that  would  sacrifice  substance  to  form, 
the  end  to  the  means,  a  manifest  equity  U>  strict  law,  must 
make  out  a  clear  case.  The  burden  of  proof  was  upon  him. 
Every  presumption  of  law  and  reason  was  against  the  idea 
that  any  people  had  voluntarily  ordained  an  anomaly  so 
strange,  a  defect  so  dangerous,  in  their  fundamental  law*. 
It  would  not  do  to  surmise  the  people  out  of  that  House. 
The  great  right  of  representation  and  the  sacred  duty  of 
maintaining  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy,  were  not 
to  be  superseded  by  distant  inference  and  loos*  conjecture. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  for  proof— for 
the  ocular  proof— and  should  feel  himself  bound  to  give  to 
the  people  of  Mississippi  the  benefit  of  every  doabt  that 
might  arise  as  to  the  exercise  of  a  right  no  infinitely 
precious  to  themselves,  and  which,  far  from  coming  into 
collision  with  the  rights  of  others,  was,  on  tho  contrarv, 
imperatively  demanded  by  the  very  obligations  implied  and 
imposed  by  these. 

That  the  rule  of  construction,  in  respect  of  this  funda- 
mental right  of  representation,  was  in  all  cases  to  aim  at 
giving  effect,  as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  higher 
to  a  fair  exercise  of  it,  appeals  to  the  experience 
one  at  all  versed  in  the  history  of  parliamentary 
The  House,  as  the  judge,  in  the  last  resort,  of  its 
own  privileges  slid  those  of  its  members,  habitually  deci- 
ded such  questions  in  reference  to  their  real  merits,  and  the 
substantial  justice  of  each  particular  case.  The  law  of 
Parliament  on  this  point  had  been  expressed  with  such  ad- 
mirable precision  arid  elegance  by  a  genllcman  of  great 
professional  reputation,  lately  a  member  of  that  House, 
that  he  should  make  no  apology  for  substituting  I  he  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Binncy,  in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election, 
fur  his  own. 


Extract  from  Mr.  Binn*y>» 
"  What,  ihen,  ought  to  be  the  interpretation  applied  by  the  House 

to  a  law  of  Kentucky  prescribing  the  manner  of  holding  elections  for 

Representatives  in  Concn-ssI  The  law  does  not  give  the  right  of  valine; 
it  is  not  Intended  to  restrain  or  abridge  it ;  Itsgrent  object  is  to  pro- 


i  ami  secure  a  lair  and  free  exercise  of  it.  (Joallvinou  who  argue, 
as  some  wh  >  have  argued  ui\  ihii  floor,  that,  being  a  conventional, and 
n  rt  a  natural  right,  n  dors  not  exist  unless  it  is  exercised  in  the  pre- 
cise manner-  in  all  rt* pacts  as  the  .Sute  law  prescrila-s,  build  their  ar- 
gument upon  a  distinction  which  is  of  no  value,  and  confound  things 
whi.  h  are  essentially  differed  Whether  the  right  of  suffntg"  be.  na- 
total  or  conventional  Is  of  no  importance.  It  is  a  fundamental  right. 
<  eminent  itself,  or  rather  a  particular  form  of  (iovernmonl,  is  con- 
volitional ;  and  if  the  riuhlof  a-jflfraje  is  us  u  t»l  as  the  Government, 
it  need  not  be  belter.  Being  a  fundamental  right,  secured  l>y  the  con- 
stitution of  Kentucky,  it  oiurht  ma  tn  lev  and  cunn  *  le.-iUmuely  bo. 
confounded  wiih  ihoeo  provisions  of  law  which  are  designed  to  secure 
it*  cxprcis".  That  all  tho  provisions  of  an  election  law  are  pans  of 
the  qualification  of  an  eleclor.and  to  lw>  scrutinized  and  enforced  with 
the  same  strictness  as  tpialificutioii  itself,  is  n  |>«mon  that  is  not  war- 
ranted by  any  analogy  lu  the  law  Doubles.*,  the  provisions  of  every 
statute  arc  entitled  to  rwpeel  and  reneral  otsiTvance.  It  is  the  dotv 
of  those  who  execute  the  laws  to  respect  and  enforce  Uiem  all.  But 
when  the  argument  assumes  for  them  such  an  influence,  na  thai  iti<- 
oiniasi  <n  to  ulscnri'  any  one  of  theni  becomes  a  deftrcl  of  qualification 
In  ihe  voter,  and  obliges  this  Hous«  to  reject  as  illegal  the  vies  re- 


an  enormous  evil.   The  position  is  radically  opposed  to  the  right  of 

suffrage,  as  it  also  is  to  well-cstablised  rules  lor  the  interpretation 
of  statutes  of  this  description ;  and  It  will  make  the  right  the  victim 
of  accident,  ignorance,  Inattention,  and  even  of  fraud,  in" the  execution 
of  an  election  law,  and  consequently  of  those  very  precautions  which 
were  intended  to  secure  its  exercise.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  neither 
accident,  Ignorance,  inattention,  nor  even  fraud  in  the  officers  of  elec- 
tion, in  omitting  to  comply  with  the  prescription  of  the  law  ought,  in 
all  cases,  necessarily  to  disappoint  the  right  of  suffrage.  If  tne  ail 
Ihortly  of  the  officers  was  tolerably  or  apparently  good  ;  If  the  defects 
iu  funn  were  such  as  did  not  disturb  the  fairness  of  the  election,  nor 
prevent  its  fundamental  nature,  by  making  it  a  riea  voce  election  in- 
stead of  an  election  by  ballot ;  or.on  the  contrary,  if,  inspite  of  irregu- 
larities, this  Bouse  can  see  that,  acoaxling  to  the  spirit  of  the  iaw,  the 
will  of  the  pooub-  in  the  exercise  of  their  rishl  of  suffrage  has  been 
fairly  expressed,  and  if  the  State  law  does  n  a  expressly  declare  the 
Irregularity  U>  be  fatal,  then,  in  my  apprehension,  the  authority  of  the 
House  to  judge  of  thu  election  leaves  it  free  Ui  disregard  those  irregu- 
larities, and  to  give  full  effect  to  the  will  of  ihe  majority  of  qualified 
voters  It  is  free  to  disregard  them,  in  deference  to  the  policy  and 
spirit  of  the  law,  and  is  not  bound  by  a  servile  attention  to  tortus  to 


spirit 
defeat 

That  (continued  Mr.  L.)  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
true  canon  of  interpretation  in  matters  of  election  law. 
The  great  cardinal  object  was  to  fulfil,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  will  of  the  people,  to  take  care  of  their  rights,  to  see 
that  he  who  claimed  a  seat  there  were  really  their  chosen 
representative,  and  that  he  who  was  clearly  ascertained  to 
be  their  chosen  representative  should  not  be  oxcluded  on 
any  merely  technical  or  formal  grounds. 

Nor  was  this  liberality  of  construction  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  such  powers— supposing  them  of  course  to  be 
J  clearly  ascertained,  and  not  in  any  degree  to  sheet  the 
rights  of  thin!  parties — confined  to  the  law  of  Parliament. 
It  was  a  distinction  known  to  the  old  common  law  a*  long 
as  any  record  exists  of  its  principles,  that  where  a  power 
was  granted  fur  privait  purposes,  for  example,  to  three 
persona,  and  one  of  them  dted,  the  other  two  could  not 
execute  it ;  but  if  they  were  commissioners  for  any  public 
business,  a  single  survivor  might  do  whatever  the  whole 
college  were  authorized  to  do.  Even  the  crabl>ed  and  im- 
practicable spirit  of  Euglish  black-letter  law  yielded  so  far 
to  the  overruling  necessities  of  society.  That  departure 
from  the  rigor  of  mere  technical  principles,  from  the  sluf- 
lies*  and  pedantry  of  forms,  in  favor  of  public  convenience- 
carried  out,  by  the  uniform  practice  of  all  legislative  bodies, 
to  the  length  of  regarding  many  provisions  of  election  laws 
as  rather  directory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  fulfilment 
of  them  than  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  done  un- 
der tbem — disclosed  and  confirmed  the  rule  which  he  had 
just  laid  duwn  as  to  what  ought  to  be  the  leaning  of  the 
House  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  L.  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  although,  if  ihe  view 
he  look  of  that  rt4e  were  just,  he  might,  under  the  circum- 
stances already  stated  of  the  election  in  Mississippi,  almost 
rest  the  case  there,  or  at  least  fairly  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
establish  positively,  and  to  establish  clearly,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  Slate  could  not  be  represented  here ;  he  would 
venture,  however,  to  go  further.  He  would  undertake  to 
•how,  negatively,  that  they  could  oeUbliah  no  such  propo- 
sition. He  could  see  nothing  in  the  conatilutinn  which 
was  ho  plain,  express,  and  imperative,  a*  to  authorize  the 
House  to  deny  to  the  |a?ople  of  a  State  their  fundamental 
riaht  to  a  voice  in  their  own  legislation.  Gentlemen,  bet- 
ter versed  than  he  could  pretend  to  be  in  tho  application  of 
legal  principles  to  practice,  might  aee  the  subject  in  a  dif- 
ferent light,  and  l>e  able  to  point  out  with  precision  wherein 
his  opinion  was  erroneous.  But,  until  they  did  so,  he 
should  feel  himself  bound  to  repeat,  as  he  then  did,  that 
there  was,  in  his  opinion,  nothing  in  ihe  constitution  of 
the  United  Stales  which  required  at  their  hands  such  an 
extraordinary  sacrifice  of  popular  right,  social  duty,  and 
public  convenience,  as  would  bo  the  i 
aside  Ihe  election  before 

He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  11  out*  to  the 

of 

The  fii 
■  Tho 


relating  to  the  subject, 
from  the  second  section  of  the  first  article. 
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meuil»crH  chosen 

"Ac 


by  tbe 


Of  the 


'  assigning 
should  be  taken,  ai 
proceeds  thus : 

"  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
Suta,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  ahall  issue  writs  of 

.  »• 


sound 


election  to  fill  eoch 

The  nest  (8d)  section  is  as  follow*. 
"  The  Senate  of  the  United  Stntei  shall  be  compoeeJ  of 
two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature 
thereof  for  six.  yean,"  Ac. 

It  then  proceeds  to  divide  the  Senator*  to  be 
into  three  cksses,  and  to  ordain  that 

"The  seats  of  the  Senatora  of 
v  tested  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  of  the  second, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth;  and  of  the  third,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  he 
chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen,  by  re- 
or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature 
any  Bute,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make  temporary 
appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies." 

Now,  said  Mr.  Lr.oARr,  what  was  the  object  and  effect 
of  the  second  and  third  sections !  It  was  to  constitute  the 
Legislature — to  declare  its  tenure—  to  insure  its  existence. 
One  of  the  Houses  is  to  be  a  perpetual  body,  in  the 
sense  of  that  word,  f  was  never  to  be  wholly  vacant ;  new 
members  were  always  to  be  in  so  decided  a  minority  that 
no  sodden  change  of  opinion  or  policy  should  happen  fnun 
that  cause  alone.  The  Senate  should  guaranty,  to  a  certain 
extent,  stability  and  consistency  in  the  course  of  the  Gov- 
ernment: it  should  keep  up  fixed  habits,  and  hand  down 
tia.titional  opinion;  it  should  have  an  etprtt  dt  corps, 
and  the  other  attributes  of  permanent  bodies.  The  House, 
on  the  contrary,  was  to  be  wholly  renewed  at  shorter, 
but  not  too  short  intervals ;  for  the  convention  dealt  in  no 
extremes  of  any  kind.  Tiie  tenure  of  a  scat  in  it  was  to  be 
for  two  yearn  beginning,  by  a  resolve  of  the  convention,  on 
the  4th  March— and  for  neither  more  nor  less  than  two 
ye ara.  AH  its  members  were  to  come  in  together ;  they 
were  all  to  go  out  together,  and  sink  again  into  the 
muss  of  the  community.  If  gentlemen  would  look  into 
the  papers  of  the  Federalist  touching  this  subject,  they  would 
lind  that  nothing  was  more  insisted  on  as  indispensably  ne- 
cessary than  uniformity  in  the  tenure  of  that  House.  The 
celebrated  author  of  that  part  of  the  commentary  then  al- 
luded to,  used  language  of  extraordinary  emphasis  and 
posttivenesa  in  regard  to  it.  He  declares  he  should  greatly 
prefer  a  prolongation  of  the  term  to  three  or  four  years,  to 
any  irregularity  in  the  periods  at  which  the  delegations  of 
the  different  States  should  enter  the  House.  Right  or 
wrong,  this  view  had  been  adopted  by  the  convention,  and 
it  was  now,  beyond  all  shadow  of  doubt,  the  law  of  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  settled  in  conformity  with  the 
soundest  theory,  by  constant  and  invatiable  practice,  that 
the  term  of  service  of  every  member  of  that  House  began 
on  the  4th  of  March,  and  expired  on  the  4th  March  two 
years  afterwards.  No  Stale  could,  either  by  its  ordinances 
or  its  constitution,  through  its  Legislature  or  its  Executive, 
by  omission  or  by  commission,  directly  or  indirectly,  alter 
this  great  fundamental  principle.  It  was  the  corner-stone 
of  the  whole  fabric ;  we  had  solemnly  covenanted  with  one 
another  that  there  should  be  a  supreme  legislative  body, 
composed  of  two  integral  parts — the  one  of  them,  perpet- 
ually existing  the  other  perpetually  renewed— each  cor- 
recting the  other  in  whatever  exaggeration  of  its  principle 
it  might  otherwise  be  ex  posed  to,  but  neither  capable  of  acting 
(legislatively)  without  the  other,  and  the  existence  of 
the  one  supposing  the  co-ordinate,  subsidiary,  or,  if  he 
might  so  express  it,  supplementary  existence  of  tho  other. 
It  b  a  wild  idea,  without  the  semblance  of  support  from  any 


',  inconsistent  with  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
to  suppose  that  the  tenure  of  the  representative 
authority,  thus  precisely  and  solemnly  designated  by  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  fundamental  law, 
can  be  changed,  any  part  of  them,  at  their  good  will  and 
pleasure.  The  States,  and  the  people  of  the  States,  are 
bound  to  conform  in  good  faith  to  that  principle  by  the  i 
sacred  of  all  obligations,  aa  well  as  by  the  mo 
consideration  of  policy. 

Looking,  then,  at  these  two  sections  together,  every  one 
must  see  that  the  object  was,  as  he  bad  said,  to  constitute 
the  Legislature,  and  insure  ita  existence  and  its  duration. 
Looking  at  the  former  alone,  it  provides,  1st,  that  the 
House  of  Repreacnuitivcs  sh^ll  he  elected  for  two  years; 
2d,  that  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  repre- 
sentation  from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof 
all  nil  see  to  its  being  filled  up  by  the  people. 

He  could  not  resist*  the  conviction  that  they  who  adopt- 
ed this  section  thought  they  had  provided  for  that  perpet- 
ual renewal  of  the  House,  which  is  necessarily  presuppos- 
ed by  the  perpetual  existence  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  The  idea  of  a  mutilated  Congress  is  a  mon- 
strosity— it  could  not  have  oc cured.  He  wm  sure  it  had 
never  occurred  to  any  one  of  the  wise  men  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  thia  Government  in  so  much  good  faith  and 
singleness  of  purpose.  Were  not  the  words  of  the  clou  so 
comprehensive  enough  1  Waa  there  any  exception  or  re- 
serve in  them  1  Could  there  hare  been  less  T  They  or- 
dained elections  for  two  years :  and  they  further  ordained 
that,  whenever  "  vacancies  should  happen  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  any  State,"  be  they  what  they  might, 
they  should  be  filled  up  by  the  people.  Was  not  that  right 
and  proper  1  And  thst  the  people  might  surely  be  called, 
in  a  regular  and  certain  way,  to  exercise  that  right,  they 
imposed  it  as  a  high  and  solemn  duty  upon  the  heads  of  the 
8tate  Govern  menu  themselves  to  all  time,  to  see  that  they 
were  so  called.  What  limitation,  be  asked  again,  could 
be  pretended  to  be  imposed  upon  the  large  and  compre- 
hensive generality  of  these  terms  !  Would  it  lie  said  that 
this  was  no  vacancy  ?  No  vacancy,  when  this  Congress 
assembles  under  the  constitution,  snd  two  districts  are  not 
represented  1  It  was  like  the  argument  of  the  old  philos- 
opher against  the  existence  of  motion,  to  be  answered  by 
the  fact  itself — no  other  answer  was  needed — none  could 
be  given  by  a  plain  man. 

There  was  stress  laid  on  the  verb  **  to  happen."'*  Mr. 
Wirt's  excellent  opinion,  which  had  been  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  had  settled  the  legal  philology 
of  that  unfortunate  word  forever.  But,  if  it  had  not,  could 
any  one  seriously  pretend  to  speak  English  and  deny 
that  to  have  happened  which  actually  tea*?  Was  it 
not  a  fact  that,  unless  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gbolson 
were  admitted  to  their  seats,  a  vacancy  had  happened  in 
the  House?  And  could  it  happen  in  tbe  House  with- 
out happening  in  the  representation  of  any  8tate  !  To 
him  it  appeared  very  clear,  that  the  word  "  representa- 
tion," as  used  in  the  constitution,  meant  the  abstract  idea 
of  the  share  of  each  State  in  the  legislative  power.  South 
Carolina  should  have  9  Representatives  out  of  242.  If  he 
were  asked  by  a  foreigner  what  her  representation  was,  he 
should  apprehend  him  clearly,  and  answer,  without  diffi- 
culty, it  was  nine  members — not  A,  B,  C,  or  D.  It ' 
the  correlative  of  "  direct  taxation" — an  ent  rationU 
being  existing  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  in  the  scheme 
of  the  constitution  ;  and  this  interpretation  reconciled,  as 
good  interpretation  always  did,  tbe  most  exact  principles  of 
a  philosophical  theory  with  the  common  sense  and  common 
lnngmtgc  of  mankind. 

This  construction  seemed  to  be  agreeable  to  all  tbe  ad- 
mitted canons  of  interpretation,  and  to  fulfil  every  one  of 
their  cardinal  objects.     1st.  It  was  the  most  simple  and 
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It  mi  in  furtherance  of  popular  ritjhl,  considering  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi  in  their  immediate  relation  to  that  House. 
3d.  It  wu  equally  to  be  favored  aa  enforcing  a  high  dutj 
of  the  same  people  considered  aa  a  part  of  a  confederacy — 
the  duty  of  maintaining  the  Government  in  ita  integrity. 
4th.  It  prevented  immense  public  inconvenience ;  never, 
indeed,  could  the  argument  ab  inconvttuenti  be  stronger. 

He  begged  the  House  to  consider  the  subject  in  this 
point  of  view.  More  than  one  difficulty  presented  itself 
in  relation  to  it. 

In  the  first  place,  he  would  ask,  was  it  consistent  with 
the  constitution  that,  in  the  compulsory  inevitable  absence 
of  the  representation  of  one  or  mora  Stales  here,  the  others 
should  meet  and  transact  business  T  He  did  not  mean  an 
absence  from  casualty — for,  of  course,  they  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  exigencies  of  human  affairs,  be  taken 
into  the  account — but  absence  under  a  legal  disability,  and 
that  disability^approved,  according  U>  the^argument,  and 

over  been  contemplated  ?  Will  any  one  pretend  that  any 
provision  ha*  been  made  for  such  a  case  1  Why  not,  if  it 
be  in  the  purview  of  the  constitution  t  But  what  was  the 
House  to  do  in  such  a  contingency  now,  in  the  opinion  o( 
some  gentlemen,  actually  arisen  1  Could  it  go  on  t  Ay 
or  no  7  They  might  take  either  branch  of  the  alternative. 
If  yea,  then  where  should  the  line  be  drawn  1  If  the  absence 
of  one  Slate,  under  such  a  disability,  were  no  legal  obsta- 
cle to  the  proceedings  of  this  House,  why  should  that  of 
ten  be  so — nay,  of  twenty,  provided  the  other  aix  could 
send  a  quorum  ?  And  the  matter  of  fact  was  that  it  required 
actually  not  many  more  than  six  to  compose  a  majority  here: 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Kentucky,  Tennesse,  would  do  it.  You  have  then, 
on  this  supposition,  a  Legislature  which  is  complete  in  the 
alisenco,  under  an  invincible  legal  disability,  of  nineteen 
out  of  twenty-six  of  the  sovereignties  of  whose  delegates  it 
is  composed  •,  that  legal  disability  being  considered,  like 
that  of  infancy,  aa  a  high  privilege,  and  as  guarantied  by 
the  very  constitution  which,  at  the  same  time,  enabled 
others  thus  to  take  advantage  of  it ! 

But  if  the  answer  were  in  the  negative,  then  here  was  a 
country  deliberately  exposing  itself  to  all  the  dangers  of  a 
complete  irremediable  interregnum  of  ita  whole  legislative 
power  for,  it  might  be,  nine  months  in  every  Congres- 
sional term!  Did  any  body  think  that  a  construction 
lightly  to  be  adopted  which  led  to  such  consequences  as 
these  1  See  what  the  very  men  who  formed  the  constitu- 
tion thought  of  that  state  of  things  which  was  now  claimed 
as  a  privilege,  while  an  attempt  to  prevent  its  immense 
and  obvious  inconveniences,  by  the  usual  exercise  of  pop- 
ular sovereignty  under  the  same  constitution,  was  denoun- 
ced, with  a  gravity  almost  comic,  as  downright  usurpation 
and  tyranny.  Look  into  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
said  Mr.  L. ;  you  will  there  find  that  among  the  grounds 
and  motives  of  that  ever-memorable  step,  among  the  facts 
submit  ted  to  a  candid  world  as  fully  justifying  revolution 
and  civil  war,  is  the  very  right  claimed,  it  should  seem, 
and  exercised  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  this  country 
by  the  British  crown.  In  the  same  catalogue  with  the 
burning  of  our  towns,  the  ravaging  our  coasts,  the  destroy- 
ing the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  the  transporting  us  be- 
yond sea  for  trial,  the  bringing  hither  of  large  armies  of 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  worka  of  death,  desolation, 
and  tyranny,  under  circumstances  unprecedented  in  his- 
tory, and  unworthy  of  the  head  of  a  civilized  country,  it  is 
expressly  charged  that  he  had  repeatedly  dissolved  legisla- 
tive bodies,  refusing  to  call  them  together  again,  whereby 
their  powers  had  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise, 
the  State  remaining  exposed  in  the  meantime  to  all  the  dan- 
gers of  invasion  from  abroad  and  insurrections  within.  That 
was  their  simple  way  of  considering  the  subject ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  had  some  public  exigency  still  mora  mo- 


mentous and  awakening  occurred  in  the  earlier  port  of  this 
year,  when  so  many  8tates  were  without  Representatives 
elect,  requiring  at  the  hands  of  the  Executive  the  conven- 
ing of  Congress — had  a  sudden  invasion,  had  a  fearful  ser- 
vile wsr,  hatl  some  great  and  alarming  revolt  against  the 
laws,  t.uch  as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  or  worse,  occurred,  there  would  scarcely  have 
been  found  a  man  to  doubt  but  that  elections  held  under' 
writs  issued  by  the  Executives  of  thore  States  were  valid, 
and  that  the  Executives  were  empowered  to  issue  such 
write  precisely  to  protect  society  against  the  terrible  con- 
sequences of  omissions  like  these. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  be  had  so  far  made  out 
an  exceedingly  strong  case,  and  that  if  the  election  in  Mis- 
sissippi were  to  be  impeached,  it  would  not  be  for  any 
thing  to  be  found  in  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
constitution 

He  would  next  proceed  to  inquire  how  far  his  previous 
conclusions  were  affected  by  the  4th  section,  on  which  so 
much  stres»  had  been  laid.    It  was  as  follows : 

"The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  fur 
Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Legislature  thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as 
to  the  place  of  choosing  Senators." 

"The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember, unlets  they  shsll  by  law  appoint  o  different  day." 

To  which  may  be  added  the  clause  in  the  3d  section  of 
the  2d  article  empowering  the  President  «•  on  extraordinary 
occasions  to  convene  both  Houses." 

The  question  was  whether  the  power  thus  granted  to  the 
States,  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  of  representatives,  was  meant  to  be  absolute  and 
unqualified,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine,  or  was,  like 
all  other  powers,  granted  for  accomplishing  the  great  cardi- 
nal objects  of  the  constitution,  subject  to  the  tacit  condition 
of  l>eiug  exercised  conformably  to  the  scheme  and  purposes 
of  that  constitution. 

Every  one  who  had  weighed  well  the  views  he  had  already 
submitted  to  the  House  would,  he  thought,  agree  that  it  was 
necessarily  qualified  and  conditional ;  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  it  might  be  vicious  either  by  excess  or  by  defect, 
either  by  doing  too  much,  or  by  doing  too  little,  fhe  case 
before  the  House  was  one,  he  thought,  of  an  imperfect  ex- 
ecution of  the  power. 

In  the  first  place,  the  House  would  remark,  that,  in  a  atrict 
theory,  the  whole  subject  of  iuown  elections  ought  to  have 
been  absolutely  within  the  control  of  the  federal  Government, 
for  the  ssme  reason  that  any  other  part  of  Its  essential 
action— ita  Executive  administration,  for  instance—  had  been 
rendered  independent  of  the  States.  The  relation  between 
the  members  of  that  body  and  its  constituents  was  immedi- 
ate—the Government  was  in  this  respect  national,  and  not 
federal.  It  must  he  regarded,  therefore,  as  a  great  conces- 
sion to  the  8tatea  to  allow  them  even  this  modified  right  to 
regulate  the  circumstances  of  elections,  of  which  the  periods 
and  the  character  had  been  unalterably  determined  by  the 
second  section.  This,  let  it  be  remarked,  waa  none  of 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States ;  it  was  merely  the  crea- 
ture and  the  incident  of  the  federal  constitution  itself.  But 
cogent  reasons  of  public  convenience  and  established  u*uge 
in  different  States,  made  them  naturally  tenacious  of  the 
power  of  regulating  their  elections  in  their  own  way. 

It  was  matter  of  local  detail,  with  which  their  Legislatures 
would  be  of  course  best  acquainted.  Some  of  them  voted 
by  ballot,  others  viva  voce — some  of  them  preferred  what  is 
called  a  general  ticket,  others  the  district  system ;  these,  and 
many  other  similar  circumstances,  would  make  the  adoption 
of  any  inflexible  universal  rule,  unless  experience  should 
prove  it  to  be  quite  indispensable,  very  difficult,  and  its 
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if  adopted  unequal  and  inconvenient.  It  is  by  no 
to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  we  find  the  8tates 
:  strenuously  upon  having  the  power  to  regulate  the 
circumstance* — the  time,  place,  and  manner— of  elections,  in 
the  wit  which  their  Legislatures  should  jndgc  moot  agreea- 
ble to  their  immediate  constituent*.  Bot  how  did  it  follow 
that  because,  through  a  departure  from  the  rigor  of  theoret- 
ical principles  in  favor  of  public  convenience,  they  have  a 
right  to  render  the  performance  of  their  duty  under  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  constitution  as  little  irkaome  or  annoying 
as  possible  to  themselves,  therefore  they  were  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  perform  it  or  not,  at  their  pleasure  1  that  t>ecause 
they  may  regulate  the  circumstances  of  nn  election,  they 
have  therefore  an  unqualified  control  over  its  eiiatence,  and 
over  the  tenure  of  the  office  created  under  it  ?  because,  in 
abort,  they  bad  a  power  under  the  4th  section,  of  which  the 
exercise  in  good  taith  is  jierfedly  consistent  with  the  duties 
imposed  in  the  3d,  therefore  the  doty  is  swallowed  up  by 
the  povtor  given  for  its  fulfilment,  and  the  great  cardinal 
provision  of  the  law,  by  one  that  waa  merely  sobsidiary 
and  instrumental  to  it  1 

If  an  unqualified  control  over  the  whole  suhject  of  elec- 
tione  for  Congress  bad  been  intended  to  be  vested  in  the 
Slates,  why  impose  this  duty  of  issuing  writ*  to  fill  op  va- 
cancies—ail vacancies— as  an  article  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  Union,  upon  their  Executive  authorities  forever  ? 
If  the  general  election  waa  to  be  so  completely  in  their 
power,  that  it  should  be  claimed  and  proclaimed  a*  their 
undoubted  right  to  order  or  to  omit  it,  why  not  leave  it  to 
their  legislation  also  to  take  care  of  u  few  casual  vacancies  ? 
Why  mention  vacancies  at  all  1  There  appeared  to  him  but 
one.  possible  conclusion,  and  that  was,  that  in  all  cases 
whatsoever  of  vacancy  in  the  representation  from  any  State, 
when  it  was  called  for  there,  the  executive  authority  should 
see  to  their  being  filled  up  by  the  people— because  such 
a  case  as  a  State  so  arranging  its  election  laws  as  purposely 
to  c  f*^*t  to  ft  03 n  c v t  fts  fiot  confc tn lit^^d ^  & ncl  c o ^ 1 1  il  not 
be  contemplated,  by  those  who  framed  the  Government,  on 
the  principles  he  had  already  explained. 

Therefore,  as  he  read  the  constitution,  all  elections  being 
intended  sod  supposed  to  lie  held  before  the  4th  of  March, 
all  vacancies  were,  of  course,  such  as  every  one  admitted 
to  be  properly  filled  by  write  from  the  Executive.  This 
simj'Ii  |  lint  lies l9  &ti(3  Jiiir  construction  rcconci  led  or  prf? - 

the  doctrine  contended  for  by  gentlemen  was  the  source  of 
those  very  perplexities  slid  incongruities  on  which,  as  the 
House  had  seen,  such  immense  stress  had  been  laid  to  dis- 
prove his  reading,  and  to  which  he  nhould  presently  sjtcak 
more  particularly. 

The  same  conclusion  was  supported  by  the  clauses  which 
relate  to  the  meeting  of  Con^rc**.  This  is  to  take  place 
at  least  once  a  year — in  the  absence  of  all  legislation  on  the 
subject,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December;  but  any  other 
day  may  be  fucd  by  Conjrress,  and  the  President  may,  by 
his  proclamation,  anticipate,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
require  it,  the  regular  term  under  the  law  or  the  consti tu- 
tu-n      .Now,  a  meeting  of  this  House,  thus  called  by  the 

generally  be  called  under  the  pressure  of  some  great  exi- 
gency, at  least  as  important  as  any  other. 

Then,  did  any  one  pretend  that  a  State  would  have  a 
rtght  to  elect  for  only  one  of  the  two  sessions  of  a  Congress  ? 
And  if  a  State  did  so,  what  should  this  House  decide  as  to 
the  vacancy  thus  created  !  That  was  the  very  question  it 
had  now  to  decide.  For  that  session  was  us  legitimate,  as 
constitution al,  as  the  regular  session  in  December:  and  if 
a  8tatc  had  a  right  to  contrive  its  laws  so  as  to  defeat  or 
prevent  the  one,  it  had  the  same  right  in  regard  to  the 
other. 

As  a  matter  of  right— of  moral  competency,  at  least — 
nobody,  he  was  sure,  for  reasons  already  assigned,  would 
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provided  against  by  the  same  clause  of  the  consu- 
lt-h  vests  this  power  in  the  States ;  for  it  goes  on 


be  extravagant  enough  to  contend  for  any  such  arbitrary 
and  anti  social  power  in  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  At 
any  rate,  the  wilful  exercise  of  it  was  not  lightly  to  be  pre- 
sumed: the  fair  conclusion  was,  in  such  rases  as  that  be- 
fore the  House,  that  it  was  a  mere  omission,  an  oversight — 
an  accident,  in  short,  by  which  a  literal  interpretation  of 
the  State  law  would  be  rendered  inconsistent  with  the  par- 
amount objects  of  the  constitution.  The  vacancy  must  be 
supposed  to  have  happened,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term — that  is,  to  have  occurred  involuntarily  and  casually ; 
and,  he  repeated,  it  was  the  very  object  of  that  clause  in 
the  constitution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  such 
omissions  and  accidents.  What  if  the  election  law  of  a 
State  had  been  wholly  forgotten  in  the  harry  and  bustle  of 
a  session  of  its  Legislature  I  What  if,  by  some  casualty, 
the  great  seal  of  the  State  had  not  been  affixed  to  it,  or 
some  other  necessary  formality  had  been  forgotten  ? 

Hut,  said  gentlemen,  all  those  inconveniences  were  fore- 
seen and 
tution  w 

to  five  the  ultimate  control  over  its  exercise  to  Congress, 
which  had  only  to  pass  a  uniform  law  upon  the  suhject : 
and  it  was  asked,  Should  this  extraordinary  means  of  a 
Governor's  writ  be  resorted  to,  when  another  as  enVciual 
was  at  hand  t 

To  this  he  answered,  in  the  first  place,  that  no  ordinary 
means  could  preclude  all  casualties.  Mixtake,  omission, 
and  other  accidents  just  alluded  to,  would  occur  in  spite  of 
precaution ;  and  why  adopt  a  construction  by  which, 
under  the  most  pressing  imaginable  exigencies  of 
society,  they  could  not  be  obviated,  when  nothing  what- 
ever rendered  such  a  construction  necessary,  and  no  in- 
conveniences could  possibly  result  from  the  opposite  and 
more  simple  construction  1  But,  in  the  next  place,  be 
proceeded  to  deny  that  the  reservation  to  Congress  of  the 
power  to  alter  the  State  laws,  in  this  particular,  had  the 
same  object  as  the  power  conferred  upon  their  Executive 
authorities  to  issue  a  writ  for  the  filling  up  of  vacancies. 
He  admitted  that  stress  was  laid,  in  the  discussions  that 
look  place  while  that  constitution  was  under  consideration, 
upon  the  necessity  of  reserving  the  ultimate  control  to 
Congress,  because,  otherwise,  it  would  be  competent  for 
the  States,  by  refusing  to  pass  any  election  taws  at  all,  to 
terregnum  in  the  Government.  But  be  insist- 
that  nothing  is  more  unsafe  than  to  construe  a 
law,  not  according  to  its  natural  import,  but  by  reference 
to  the  reported,  or  even  the  ascertained,  detentions  of 
some  of  its  advocates  at  the  time— that  such  expressions  in 
the  writing  and  «r>eerhes  of  '88  might  be  reconciled,  with- 
out any  violence,  to  his  reading  of  the  constitution. 

Certainly,  in  every  well-constituted  State,  there  must 
be  election  laws— laws  regulating  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  exercising  the  great  fundamental  right  of  suf- 
frage— although,  as  has  been  shown,  that  right  exists  in- 
dependently of  all  such  laws,  and  has  often,  in  the  history 
of  all  free  Governments,  been  exercised  without  them. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  these  circumstances  be  well  ascer- 
to  the  electors,  in  order  that  there 
or  surprise,  and  that  the  result  of  the 
election  mifrht  be  in  fact,  as  it  was  in  conclusion  of  law,  a 
fuir  expression  of  the  of  the  people.    If  an  election 

be  regularly  held  in  conformity  to  law,  those  who  vote  de- 
cide for  all.  It  goes  on  a  necessary  presumption,  where 
proof  is  impossible.  But  if  there  be  any  ground  to  allege 
mistake  or  misunderstanding,  or  want  of  notiot 
tion,  it  vitiates  a  popular  election,  and  that  _ 
cannot  apply.  Hence,  the  most  precise  speaker  or  writer 
might  very  well  say  that  to  give  the  States  an  absolute 
control  over  the  wholo'subject  of  the  election  lairs,  was  to 
make  Congress  dependent  for  its  existence  upon  their  will 
and  pleasure;  for  it  was  not  necessary  here  to  contend  (as 
i  twas  thought  he  did)  that  the  executive  authority  had 
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any  constitutional  right  to  appoint  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  election*,  hat  only  to  issue  a  writ  to  fill  up  a 
vacancy,  where  time,  place,  and  manner  were  already  fixed 
by  law,  ss  he  should  presently  have  occasion  to  explain 
more  fully.  It  was,  then,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of 
tome  legislation  upon  the  subject,  which  every  body  would 
mi  tail  was  (as  a  general  rule)  indispensable,  that  so  much 
importance  had  been  attached  to  (his  clause  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  such  sweeping  terms  used  in  regard  to  it,  in 
the  discussions  of  the  day. 

But  it  was  further  to  be  remarked  that  the  powers  thus 
reserved  to  Congress  went  much  beyond  that  claimed  for 
the  State  Executive,  which  was  only  that  of  preventing 
vacancies  occasioned  by  imperfect  or  perverse  legislation  of 
the  States.  It  cohtrolled  absolutely  the  whole  subject  of 
congressional  elections,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
place  of  electing  Senators.  That  body  might,  as  he  had 
already  said,  pass  uniform  laws  requiring  ail  elections  lo 
be  by  ballot  or  r/ta  twee— all  to  be  by  general  ticket  or  by 
district — all  to  be  at  the  same  season  of  the  year,  dec.  It 
might  not  dhly  restrain  and  rectify  an  unconstitutional  ex- 
erciae  of  the  power  of  the  States  in  this  particular— it  might 
not  only  supply  deficiencies  or  retrench  excesses  in  it — but 
might  supersede  and  annul  the  (otherwise)  constitutional 
exercise  of  it.  It  was,  therefore,  quite  natural  that  it 
should  have  been  the  object  of  jealous  and  vehement  dis- 
cussion in  a  country  of  such  various  character  and  condi- 
tion, and  that,  in  that  discussion,  the  great  prominent  ob- 
jects of  the  respective  provisions  should  have  absorlted  the 
attention  of  minds  engaged  in  the  discussion.  Besides,  the 
States  demanded  the  right  to  regulate  lime,  place,  and 
manner :  did  they  claim  that  of  creating  an  interregnum  in 
the  Government  1  Among  the  roost  extravagant  champi- 
ons of  their  independence,  was  one  to  be  found  who  con- 
sidered thai  as  a  high  privilege,  ao  incommunicable  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  !  It  wan,  therefore,  easy  to  explain 
the  fact  thus  relied  on  by  gentlemen,  consistently  with  the 
view  which  be  had  presented ;  and  he  again  reminded  the 
House  of  the  cardinal  principle  of  interpretation  which 
required  them  to  lean  in  favor  of  admitting  every  part  of  the 
people  to  its  share  in  the  legislative  power  of  the  country. 

But  conceding  that,  bad  there  been  no  election  law  in 
Mississippi,  there  would  have  been  a  failure  of  representa- 
tion, how  did  that  affect  the  case  of  an  election  held  under 
a  law,  as  he  had  already  observed,  in  exact  conformity  with 
U  !  Had  that  statute,  which  actually  provides  for  elections 
to  fill  up  vacancies,  gone  on  to  authorize  the  Executive  to 
issue  his  writ  in  the  event  of  an  extraordinary  session,  it 
would  not  have  been  disputed  but  that  the  election  had 
been  legal.  It  has  done  every  thing  but  that,  and  yet  the 
omission  of  such  an  authority  can  be  supposed  to  vitiate  it. 
But,  in  fact,  that  authorization,  had  it  been  expressly  given, 
would  have  been,  according  to  his  previous  reasoning, 


uperfl  uouM—cxpressio  coram  qua  tactic  ituunt— 
tor  the  Executive  d  erivee  his  power  to  issue  a  writ  in  such 
a  case  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
power  could  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  by  any  act 
of  the  State.  Admitting,  then,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  exercised  in  the  absence  of  all 
State  legislation  on  the  subject,*  yet  here  the  State  legis- 
lation being  complete,  his  power  wanted  nothing  to  give  it 
full  effect.  He  issued  his  writ,  and  it  was  executed  under 
the  statute.  So  the  President  and  Senate  may  make  a 
treaty  without  consulting  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  should  an  appropriation  be  necessary  to  its  fulfilment, 
the  House  has  the  constitutional  power  of  withholding  it. 


Yot  the  treaty -making  power  was  a  substantive,  and,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  mentioned,  an  independent  one;  and,  had 


the  supply  been  voted  in 


it  U  plain  that  the  House 

»  tn  Hndgf's  caap,  (h*  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  fixed  the  tJnif  of 
t  be  election,  ant  thn  House  nil«*t  thai  It  was  competent  fur  him  lo  do 
s«,  Uje  statute  coaiaimng  uo  provision  on  Uie  »ul>je«. 


would  have  no  sort  of  control  over  it«  exercise.  The  dis- 
tinction is  between  sharing  in  a  power,  and  disposing  of 
the  means  necessary  to  its  effectual  operation.  The  par- 
allel appeared  to  him  to  be  exact. 

As  to  the  precedents  cited  from  the  I 
that  they  did  not  apply.  First,  because  there  is  a  remark- 
able difference  in  the  words  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to 
the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  two  bodies.  Secondly,  be- 
cause the  mischiefs  arising  from  a  vacancy  ware  far  greater 
in  a  fluctuating  body  than  a  permanent  one,  as  be  bad  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  observe ;  and,  lastly  and  principally, 
because  there  was  a  still  more  important  distinction  between 
the  two  cases— a  distinction,  indeed,  so  important  that, 
even  if  the  words  were  precisely  the  same  in  the  two  clauses, 
different  rules  of  interpretation  might  fairly  be  applied  to 
them.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  Senate,  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  Bute  is  authorized  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment, until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature— to 
make  an  appointment,  he  repeated,  not  to  summon  the 
Legislature  to  exercise  their  right  of  choice.  This  was  a 
privilege  vested  in  the  Executive,  in  derogation  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  subject — of  the  otherwise  unalterable  right 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  8latea  in  this  particular.  It  was, 
therefore,  according  to  well-established  principles,  to  he 
rigidly  construed.  On  the  contrary,  where  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred in  the  House,  all  that  the  State  Executive  was  au- 
thorized to  do  was  to  issue  his  writ  to  call  together  the  peo- 
ple to  fill  it  op.  This  was  a  provision  in  furtherance  of 
the  common  righto  of  the  constituency,  making  no  change 
whatever  in  the  relation  between  them  and  their  represent- 
ative, bot  ai 


their 

Even,  therefore,  were  the  words  the  same,  different  con- 
structions might  lie  put  upon  them,  agreeably  to  well- 
settled  principles  of  legal  interpretation.  But  how  much 
stronger  was  the  case  when  they  came  to  collate  the  two 
clauses,  and  to  find  that  the  one  which,  on  general  princi- 
ples, ought  to  be  rigidly  construed,  waa  conceived  in  the 
most  precise  terms,  leaving  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  thus  conveyed,  while  the  other  was  just 
as  general  and  comprehensive  as  it  ought  to  be,  if  intend- 
ed to  protect  the  people  completely  against  all 
chance  of  an  interregnum  in  the  Government. 

He  then  proceeded  to  notice  two  objections  wbic 
been  very  much  insisted  on  in  the  debate. 

It  was  said  that,  if  this  view  of  the  constitution  were  just, 
every  election  held  after  the  4th  of  March  ought  to  be 
held  utider  a  writ  of  the  Executive,  or  it  was  utterly  void ; 
and  then  cases  were  put  of  elections  required  to  be  held  at 
a  certain  time  by  a  Stale  law,  which  should  be  ordered  at 
another  by  such  special  writ. 

His  answer  was,  in  the  first  place,  tbst  all  these  difficul- 
ties arose,  as  he  had  already  observed,  not  out  of  his  i 
ing  of  the  constitution,  but  out  of  that  adopted  by 
men,  and  served  very  strikingly  to  expose  its  unsound 
If  the  Stales  so  arranged  their  election  laws  as  lo  preclude 
all  possibility  of  an  interregnum,  no  such  conflicts  could 
evet  arise.  But  he  was  wilting  to  go  further ;  he  denied 
that  elections  held  under  a  law  admitting  of  a  vacancy,  , 
should  an  extraordinary  session  be  called,  were  necessarily 
void,  if  no  such  call  were  made.  To  be  sure,  in  the  strict 
technical  way  of  considering  these  things,  in  matters  of  mere 
tncum  and  hium,  it  might  be  true  that  such  a  law  would 
be  pronounced  utterly  noli  and  void  by  a  court  of  justice — 
though  there  was  a  decision  of  a  respectable  judge*  declaring 
a  law  good  to  ono  intent  though  void  a*  lo  another.  But 
this  whole  subject  of  eleetions  was,  as  he  had  shown,  a 
strictly  practical  one,  over  which  the  House  exercised  iU 
exclusive  jurisdiction,  with  an  enlightened  equity  and  in 
the  spirit  of  indulgence  and  accommodation.  Were  that 
House  a  school  of  sophiftera  or  a  chamber  of  special  pk 

•  Washington,  J. 
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fs,  these  objection*  of  n  mere  metaphysical  exactness  miqht 
have  some  weight  with  it ;  but  he  cook)  see  no  substantial 
difficulty  whatever  in  acquiescing  in  election  laws  of  the 
States,  however  imperfect,  so  long  as  no  practical  incon- 
venience arose  out  of  them.  The  abuse  was  become  invet- 
erate, and  valtant  quantum  vaUre  pmsitnt.  An  extraordi- 
nary session  was  a  thing  of  very  rare  occurrence;  and  be 
wm  willing  to  tolerate  this  irregularity  in  the  legislation  of 
«ome  of  the  State*,  provided,  in  eaee  of  each  a  eeeaion, 
liieir  executive  authorities  xmto  enameil  to  issue  a  writ  to 
prevent  a  vacancy  in  the  House,  am)  an  interregnum  in  the 
Government.  Indeed,  this  seems  to  him  strongly  to  re- 
commend the  construction  contended  for;  it  reconciled  the 
right  of  the  State*  with  those  of  the  nation,  and  sacrificed 
to  the  convenience  of  the  former  every  thing  but  their  ob- 
to  the  latter— whereas  a  uniform  law  |»o*sod  by 
regulate  elections  would,  as  he  had  shown,  be 
liable  to  many  objections. 

Lastly,  be  opposed  to  the  authority  of  so  many  laws  pass- 
ed by  the  new  States,  and  the  opinion  of  their  constitu- 
tionality that  had  lately  prevailed,  the  still  weightier  au- 
thority of  contemporaneous  construction.  All  the  States 
which  formed  the  constitution,  he  believed,  without  a  sin- 
gle exception,  originally  ordered  their  elections  to  be  held 
before  the  4th  of  March.  The  great  majority  of  them  still 
did  so ;  a  very  few  of  them  had  subsequently  altered  their 
law*,  doubtless  liecaiise,  extraordinary  sessions  bcinjr  very 
rarely  called,  they  had  lost  sight  of  tim  principles  involved 
in  the  question,  and  the  weighty  inconveniences  to  which 
he  haif  alluded.  This  discussion  would  awaken  attention 
to  them,  and  he  was  mistaken  if  the  decision  of  the  House 
In  favor  of  the  sitting  members  would  not  he  universally  ac- 
quiesced in  as  the  most  safe  and  reasonable  practical  con- 
struction of  two  apparently  conflicting  clauses  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

As  to  the  second  part,  via :  how  far  the  limitation  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  upon  the  tenure  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, by  the  restriction  of  it  to  the  extra  session,  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  was  of  any  le- 
gal effect,  he  thought  it  resulted  inevitably  from  his  pre- 
vious reasonings  that  it  was  of  none  whatever. 

The  authority  of  the  State  E  xecutive  was  defined  by  the 
constitution  from  which  It  was  derived.  It  was  to  issue  a 
writ  to  ail  a  vacancy,  without  any  limitation  or  condition  j 
not,  as  in  the  case  of  the  8enate,  to  fill  a  vacancy  which 
should  he  until  a  fixed  period.  Why  this  express  differ- 
ence, in  positive  provision,  if  there  was  to  be  none  in 
practice  i 

Had  the  Legislature  itself  of  Mississippi  ordained  that  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress  in  that  State  should  take 
place  generally  in  November,  dec,  but  should  the  Presi- 
dent convene  the  two  Houses  at  any  earlier  period  after  the 
4th  of  March,  limiting  the  term  of  service  there — that  in 
that  case  writs  should  issue  for  the  extra  session  alone,  and 
another  set  of  members  be  chosen  afterwards  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term ;  every  body  woold  agree  (hat  such  a 
law  was  unconstitutional ;  that  the  last  words  either  vitiated 
it  entirHy,  or  most  themselves  be  rejected  as  repugnant 

No  one,  at  all  versed  in  such  matters,  could  hesitate 
whic  h  branch  of  the  alternative  to  choose. 

It  was  a  conflict  between  the  general  interest  and  a  par- 
ticular interest,  where  they  could  not  possibly  be  reconciled ; 
and  the  latter  must,  of  course,  give  way  to  the  former. 
The  people  of  Mississippi  could,  in  such  a  case,  have  cr- 
eed their  wish  to  be  represented,  if  possible,  on  certain 
is ;  but,  at  all  events,  to  be  represented.  The  House 
would  have  to  choose  l>ciween  rejecting  their  members  al- 
together, or  admitting  them  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
which  it  should  do,  and  that  every  snalogy  of  h  w,  every 
of  common  sense,  required  that  the  constitu- 


tional limitation  should  be  rejected,  and  not  the  • 
tional  act.    He  compared  it  to  a  gift  of  land  to  a  i 
hie  heirs,  with  a  proviso  that  it  should  not  be  subject  to  his 
debts  or  disposal ;  a  proviso  simply  void. 

He  had  put  the  case  as  strongly  as  possible  for  the  op- 
posite side.  He  supposed  the  people  themselves,  through 
their  Legislature,  to  have  attempted  to  impose  this  uncon- 
limitation  upon  the  tenure  of  members  of  Con- 
we  there  had  shown  that  it  waa  of  no  i 
He  concluded  by  showing 
applied  a  mulfo  fortiori  to  a  proclamation  or  writ  of  the 
Executive  of  the  State.  In  that  ease,  the  people  must  be 
presumed  to  have  acted  on  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
constitution,  (which,  also,  they  are  presumed,  as  every 
body  is  presumed,  to  know,)  and  not  en  the  mi» 
views,  or  ^arbitrary  behests  of  the 

This  point,  he  repeated,  appeared  to  I 
He  had  no  doubt  whatever,  that  if  the  vacancy  were 
properly  filled  under  a  writ  from  the  Executive,  it  was 
filled  both  by  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
for  the  whole  term,  which  no  8tate  has  any  color  of  right 
either  to  divide  or  to  prolong.  He  might  be  the  more 
confident  in  this  opinion,  because  it  had  been  re|>eaicdly  es- 
tablished  by  the  highest  tribunal  in  South  Carolina,  in 
analogous  coses.  In  those  cases,  officers  whose  term  of 
service  was  defined  in  the  constitution  of  the  States,  but 
wbo  have  been  commissioned  for  a  different  term,  bad  uni- 
formly been  remitted  to  their  constitutional  tenure. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  L.  concluded  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected  for  the  whole  «ftth  Congress;  and,  after 
adding  a  few  words,  touching  the  part  which  Mr.  Claiborne 
had  taken  in  the  North  Carolina  election  as  entitling  his 
case  to  the  candid  examination  of  the  House,  without  dis- 
tinction of  parties,  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  reference  to  this  par- 
ticular election,  be  could  suggest  a  plausible  reason  why 
the  present  members  shookl  retain  their  seats—a  reason 
which  had  not  as  yet  been  urged,  and  to  which  be  con- 
fessed he  should  be  puzzled  to  find  an  objection.  It  was 
this :  the  House  of  Representatives  was  composed  of  me  in- 
here chosen  every  second  year ;  and  the  constitution  said 
that  the  States  should  regulate  the  manner  and  time  of 
choosing  them,  unless  Congress  should  interfere.  The 
State  of  Mississippi  had  acted  in  accordance  with  this  pro- 
vision, and  had  elected  her  Representatives  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  two  years.  The  time  of  their  election  had  not  yet 
expired,  and  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  retain  their  seats 
to  this  period,  in  that  view  of  the  esse  he  would  confess 
that  if  the  objection  were  urged,  he  should  he  puuled  to 
set  it  aside.  Under  the  letter  of  the  constitution  there  was 
nothing  to  prohibit  it 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  thought  that  if  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  with  all  his  legal  knowledge, 
both  of  the  State  law  and  that  of  the  constitution,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  terms  of  election  woold  expire  with  the 
present  session,  (and  that  was  his  opinion,  he  having  in- 
serted a  claose  in  the  writ  to  that  effect,)  then  it  would  he 
a  fair  inference  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  had  a  similar  impression. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  hoped  the  gentleman  would  allow  him 
to  state  that,  at  the  time  of  his  and  his  colleague's  elec- 
tion, there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  among  the  people 
of  Mississippi  but  that,  whoever  were  elected,  were  elected 
for  the  whole  term  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress. 

Mr.  MA80N  disclaimed  any  disrespect  to  the  gentle- 
men  from  that  8tate,  but  had  merely  slated  what,  in  his 
opinion,  was  a  fair  inference,  without  knowing  any  thing 
about  facts.  He  then  went  on  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
tee.    After  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES, 
The  House  adjourned. 
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MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 

After  the  presentation  of  memorials,  the  House  returned 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
ta the  case  of  Messrs.  Gsolsox  and  Claiboknb, 


of  Mississippi 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  that,  until  particular  circumstances 
hud  called  his  aitention  to  the  subject  of  discussion  yester- 
day, he  had  not  intended  to  participate  in  it 

In  proceeding  to  examine  the  claim  of  the  aitting  mem- 
bers from  the  8tate  of  Mississippi  to  seats  in  this  House, 
resented  for  conaideration.  The  first 
Important  is,  did  such  a  vacancy  exist  in  the 
representation  as  to  authorise  the  Governor  to  issue  his 
writ  of  election  for  filling  it  1  And  the*  second  is,  admit- 
ting such  vacancy  to  have  existed,  how  far  is  the  valid- 
ity of  the  election  affected  by  its  being  limited  to  the  pres- 
of  Congress  by  the  proclamation  of  the 

rt 

In  considering  the  first  question— the  question  of  vacan- 
cy—and in  the  various  definitions  which  honorable  gen- 
tlemen bad  given  of  that  term,  be  thought  they  bad  con- 
fined themselves  to  too  nice  and  rigid  a  technicality.  In 
the  clause  of  the  constitution  which  confers  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  the  right,  and  which  imposes  on  him  the 
duty,  to  order  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  this  House, 
no  term  of  limitation  is  used  restricting  that  right  and  that 
duty  to  any  particular  set  of  circumstances  whatsoever. 
The  words  of  the  constitution  are  :  "  When  vacancies 
happen  in  the  representation  of  a  8tate,  the  Executive  au- 
thority thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies." Could  language  be  more  broad  than  that  em- 
ployed by  the  federal  convention  in  empowering  the  Gov- 

in  this  House !    It  cer- 


emor  of  a  State  to  fill 
tainly  could  not.  But,  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  upon 
the  subject  of  vacancy  or  no  vacancy,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  gentlemen  had  carried  to  tbo  consideration  of  the 
which  might  produce  such  vacancy,  the  same  nar- 
and  erroneous  notions  which  had  governed  their  in- 
terpretation of  the  term  vacancy  itself.  They  had  con- 
fined those  causes  exclusively  to  the  act  of  the  individual 
incumbent,  or  the  providence  of  God  acting  upon  him, 
when  it  bhould  have  been  equally  applied  to  those  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  see  that  no  vacancy  should  be  suffered 
to  eiist  without  having  it  immediately  filled. 

To  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  of  what  was 
meant  by  the  federal  convention  in  conferring  upon  the 
Governor  of  a  8tate  the  power  of  causing  vacancies  in  this 
House  to  be  filled,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  mo- 
live  of  that  body  in  organizing  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tates.  And  what  was  that  motive  ?  In  announcing 
that  motive,  be  would  place  himself  upon  gTouud  which 
he  was  very  aure  no  gentleman  would  controvert :  that,  in 
creating  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  as  the  Sen- 
ate, it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention,  in  each  case,  to 
create  a  perpetual  office.  That  this  was  tho  office,  is  the 
necessary  consequence  of  their  high  purpose  to  create  a 
perpetual  Government.  They  gave  to  the  8cuators  the 
term  of  six,  and  to  the  Representatives  the  term  of  two 
years.  But  as  a  coneequence,  too  obvious  and  inevitable 
to  be  contested,  of  creating  a  perpetual  office  to  carry  on 
a  perpetual  Government,  the  succession  must  also  be  per- 
petual. In  proof  of  such  intention,  various  considerations, 
of  a  character  loo  irresistible  to  be  denied,  may  be  present- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  In  setting  the  new 
system  in  motion,  its  operation  commenced  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1789;  thus  fixing  the  time  from  which  the  consti- 
tutional term  of  the  members  of  the  8enate  and  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  computed.  All  the  elections  to 
Congress  were  completed  in  anticipation  of  it ;  and,  on 
that  day,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  was  the  first  ses- 


sion of  the  first  Congress  commenced,  thus  fixing  the  start- 
ing point  for  calculating  the  commencement  of  every  suc- 
cessive term  of  service  in  this  House. 

In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  contract, 
whether  public  or  private,  we  might  derive  instruction 
from  a  reference  to  their  practice  under  it.  There  were 
thirteen  States  concerned  in  forming  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, seven  oi  which,  together  with  two  others  since  form- 
ed of  portions  of  them,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  now  keep  up  a  perpetual  succes- 
sion in  this  House,  sending  here  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
ont  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  meml*™  who  repre- 
sent the  old  thirteen  States.  The  intention  to  preserve 
the  perpetual  succession  »lready  adverted  to,  is  as  plainly 
indicated  in  the  power  conferred  Upon  the  Governor  of  a 
Stato  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  reserved  to  Congress  to 
legislate  in  default  of  State  legislation,  as  it  well  could 
have  been,  ao  far  from  there  being  such  repugnance  be- 
tween them  as  gentlemen  have  contended  for. 

The  language  of  the  constitution  is,  "the  times,  nlaces, 
and  manner  ot  holding  elections  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legis- 
lature thereof;  bat  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators."  For  what  purpose  could  the  power 
be  reserved  to  Congress  over  time  and  manner  of  choosing 
Senators,  and  time,  manner,  and  place  of  choosing  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  conferred  on  the 
Ciovernora  of  the  States,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  those  offices  constantly  filled  1  It  would  seem  to 
bo  impossible  to  forego  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the 
purpose  of  the  convention,  and  no  other.  In  considering 
this  point,  gentlemen  seemed  to  him  to  have  erred  in  ta- 
king it  for  granted  that  Congress  and  the  Statea  had  done 
every  thing  required  of  them  by  the  constitution,  when 
there  had,  according  to  hia  view  of  the  subject,  been  a 
glaring  omission  by  both,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  Congress  has  been  postponed  be- 
yond the  day  on  which  the  constitutional  term  commence* 
biennially,  counting  from  the  4lh  day  of  March,  1789. 
He  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion,  which  he  did  not 
believe  a  proj»er  examination  of  tho  subject  could  resist, 
that  a  perpetual  office  having  been  created,  perpetual  suc- 
cession must  follow  as  an  inevitable  consequence ;  and 
whenever  such  perpetual  succession  is  broken,  either  by 
the  act  of  the  incumbent  or  the  constituent  body  entitled 
to  fill  it,  a  vacancy  existed  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
constitution,  which  it  is  the  right,  and  not  only  the  right, 
but  the  duty,  of  the  Governor  to  cause  to  be  filled,  by  is- 
suing his  writ  of  election. 

But  to  show  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  op- 
posite doctrine,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  there 
w  as  an  actual  House  of  Representatives  in  existence,  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  by  the  previous  election  of  mora 
than  one  hundred  and  forty  members,  making  •  constitu- 
tional quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Suppose 
some  great  national  contingency  had  then  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  convene  Congress  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable period.  There  was  a  constitutional  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business  in  existence  ;  and  no  one  can 
deny  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Executive,  under  the 
contingency  supposed,  to  call  them  together.  But  al- 
though a  quorum  might  have  been  ao  convened,  and  might 
constitutionally  nave  proceeded  to  transact  the  public  busi- 
ness, a  majority  of  the  Statea  would  have  remained  unrep- 
resented  for  months,  unless  their  respective  Governors  had 
issued  writs  of  election,  according  to  the  plain  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  clauae  oi  the  constitution  requiring  them 
to  issue  writs  of  election  for  filling  vacancies  in  this  body, 
But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  bears  up- 
on thin  question.    It  has  been  contended  that,  as  the 
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Slates  are  only  required  to  elect  Representative*  once  in 
two  year*,  the  time  of  election  is,  with  them,  wholly  a 
matter  of  discretion.  But  this  it  certainly  en  erroneous 
view  of  the  subject,  as  that  discretion  w« 
od  to  be  limited  by  the  necessity  of  the  cum  ; 
of  keeping  a  perpetual  succession  unbroken  and  entire. 
By  the  constitution,  no  day  was  fixed  for  commencing  the 
operations  of  the  new  Government.  That  was  settled  by 
an  ortlin.mce  of  the  Congress  which  ceased  to  exist  the 
moment  the  federal  constitution  went  into  operation ;  and 
the  4ih  **y»f  March,  1789,  was^  the  day  appointed  by 

at  two  years,  end  as  that  term  was  to  date  its  commence* 
rnent  at  the  4th  of  March,  the  elections  in  the  several 
States  were  intended  to  conform  to  it.  If  this  principle 
should  not  govern,  and  a  majority  of  the  State*  postpone, 
as  they  now  postpone,  their  elections  beyond  the  day  on 
which  the  term  commences,  their  Representatives  tre  not 
elected  for  the  term  prescribed  by  the  constitution ;  and 
hence  we  arrive  si  the  result,  that  in  all  such  cases  there 
i*  a  vacancy,  and  such  a  vacancy  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  constitution  in  the  clause  empowering  and  requiring 
their  Governors  to  fill  vacancies.  If,  then,  by  the  negli- 
gence of  those  States  and  of  Congress,  the.  perpetuity  of 
the  succession  has  been  broken,  how  can  that  deprive  a 
Governor  of  his  constitutional  right,  or  etcuee  him  from 
his  high  constitutional  obligation  to  see  that  the  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  !  There  is  certainly  no  conflict  between  the 
right*  ol  the  States  or  of  Congress  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Governor  on  the  other,  under  this  view  of  the  subject. 
It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  8tatea,  end 
in  default  of  thorn  of  Congress,  to  keep  up  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession in  the  representative  body  ;  and  in  the  failure  of 
cither  to  do  no,  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of 
a  State  require  of  him  to  supply  the  omission.  Nor  is 
this  view  derogatory  to  the  right*  of  the  people,  but  in 
support  and  affirmance  of  them.  In  the  case  already  sup- 
posed, or  a  convention  of  Congress  at  the  commencement 
of  the  constitutional  term,  according  to  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  those  who  oppose  the  regularity  of  the  Missis- 
sippi election  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  vacancy,  a 
majority  of  the  States,  under  their  present  election  lawn, 
might  remain  unrepresented  for  months,  end  their  constit- 
uency unheard  in  this  body.  But,  according  to  the  view 
presented  by  him,  every  Bute  in  the  Union  would  bo 
represented  with  no  more  delay  than  might  1*  necessary 
for  their  Governor  to  convene  the  electors  by  his  proclama- 
tion. The  conclusion  of  hi*  argument  was,  that  a*  the 
representative  office  ia  perpetual,  and  a*  that  carries  with 
it  perpetual  succession,  if  the  8tate  Legislature  shall  so 
leave  it  thst  on  the  4th  of  March,  corresponding  with  the 
biennial  commencement  of  the  representative  term  in  this 
House,  any  State  shall  be  unrepresented,  a  vacancy  ha* 
happened,  on  which  arise*  the  power  and  the  obligation 
of  the  Governor  to  caoae  it  to  be  filled.  He  said  he  was 
aware  that  this  might  be  considered  a  novel  doctrine ;  but 
it  was  the  legitimate  consequence  of  his  original  proposi- 
tion, the  perpetuity  of  the  representative  office,  and  its 
result  of  a  perpetual  succession ;  and  he  had  a)- 
shown  that  the  people  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
ishment  of  the  doctrine.  If,  then,  hia  premises  and 
conclusion  were  legitimate,  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  requiring  of  the 
Governor  to  issue  hi*  writ  of  election  for  filling  it ;  that 
such  writ  bad  been  issued ;  the  people  had  assembled  at 
the  place*,  and  held  the  election  in  the  manner  required, 
and,  a*  a  consequence,  the  honorable  gentlemen  claiming 
seats  in  this  House  a*  Representatives  from  that  State,  are 
as  clearly  entitled  to  them  aa  any  members  belonging  to  it. 
In  regard  to  the  second  point  in  the  case,  the  limitation 
attempted  to  be  imposed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  term 
fur  which  member*  ware  to  be  elected,  it  seemed  to  him  to 


be  waste  of  words  to  discuss  it.  There  was  a  vacancy, 
and  a  vacancy  running  to  the  close  of  the  Congressional 
term.  The  Governor  was  not  only  authorized,  bwt  re- 
quired, to  issue  his  writ  of  election  to  fill  it.  He  did  issue 
that  writ,  and  because  of  the  attempt  to  limit  the  term  to 
the  present  session,  will  any  one  seriously  urge  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  vitiated  by  ill 

For  whose  benefit  was  that  election  ordered  to  take 
place  !  For  the  people  of  Mississippi.  By  whom  was  it 
conducted  t  By  the  people  who  were  interested  in  it. 
And,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  the  whole  canvass  was  con- 
ducted with  a  perfect  understanding,  that  the  election 
would  cover  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Congress.  And,  more,  the  canvass  was  animated,  the 
election  was  full,  and  decided  by  a  Urge  majority.  Who 
then  will  have  the  hardihood  to  say,  because  the  Governor, 
in  performing  his  constitutional  duty  of  ordering  an  elec- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy,  attempted  to  limit  and  control  the 
duration  of  that  vacancy,  that  the  full  and  free^xpression 
of  the  public. will  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  aha!)  pas* 
unregarded  in  this  House  1  For  hia  own  part,  in  every 
question  involving  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  should 
always  be  found  in  support  of  those  rights  to  the  best  of 
bis  ability. 

Mr.  BLADE  contended  .hat  neither  the  resolution  nor  the 
amendment  took  the  true  ground.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  member*  elected  were  entitled  to  hold  their  seat*  during 
the  entire  continuance  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  he  did 
believe  they  were  entitled  to  seats  at  the  extra  session  ;  and 
if  any  gentleman  would  bring  forward  a  proportion  to  this 
effect,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  bat  if  he  was  compelled  to  decide  between  it 
and  the  original  resolution,  he  wuuld  be  compelled  to  vote 
for  it.  From  the  most  careful  examination  which  he  could 
give  the  subject,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such 
a  vacancy  hail  happened  a«  was  contemplated  by  the  con- 
atitulion.  He  contended  that  the  Governor  had  the  power 
to  fill  up  this  vacancy,  by  issuing  his  writ  of  election  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  time  of  the  regular  election  under 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  went  into  a  lengthy  ar- 
gument in  support  of  this  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  TILLINGHA8T  thought  it  perfectly  manifest  that 
the  people  of  Mississippi  intended  to  have  Representative* 
in  Congress  at  the  present  extra  session,  and  he  was  glad 
that  by  the  rules  of  the  Houae  the  gentlemen  weie  permit- 
ted to  take  seals  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  he- 
cause  he  wH*  always  willing  to  take  into  account  the  will 
of  the  constituency.  It  was  assumed,  however,  that  the 
people  believed,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  that  they  were 
electing  Representatives  for  the  twenty-fifth  Congress  ;  but 
this  he  took  to  be  an  improper  assumption ;  because  the 
people  were  only  authorised  by  the  Governor  to  vote  for 
members  to  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
was  but  fair  to  presume  that  the  people  were  not  generally 
of  opinion  that  they  were  electing  members  for  the  whole 
of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  They  were  led  to  believe, 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  lh*t  the  term  of  those 
they  were  voting  for  would  expire  at  the  time  when  the 
existing  law  of  the  State  provides  that  the  election  for 
members  of  Congress  should  take  place.  He  contended 
that  it  waa  not  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  to 


an  election  for  the  whole  of  the  36th  Congress  ;  because, 
if  the  Governor  was  clothed  with  this  power,  he  could  set 
aside  the  laws  of  the  8 tale  entirely.  He  contended  that 
the  real  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi  election  was 
defective  legislation;  because  the  Legislature  had  not  pro- 
vided for  the  exigency  which  might  arise  in  case  of  a  call 
of  an  extra  session  of  Congress  immediately  after  the  fourth 
of  March.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  proper  coarse  would 
have  been  for  the  Governor  to  call  the  Legislature  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  had  occur- 
red, and  cued  the  late  election  in  Rhode  Island  as  an  illut- 
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tration  of  his  idea.  There  the  Legislature  provided  for  the 
ease  of  an  earlier  election  of  Representatives  to  Congress, 
aud  90  one  dreamed  that  this  difficulty  would  be  remedied 
by  the  Governor  issuing  his  writ  of  election  to  supply  the 
vacancy. 

Mr.  HOWARD  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
I  am  not  disposed,  air,  (said  Mr.  H.,^  to  repeat  argu- 
ments which  have  been  already  urged  with  great  effect  by 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate.  The  points 
involved  in  the  case  have  been  folly  stated,  and,  indeed, 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Pxwrtbacekd,]  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
loft  but  little  original  matter  to  be  urged  by  those  who  might 
be  inclined  to  follow  him  upon  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  fairness  with  which  he  slated  the  case,  and  the 
logical  comments  which  he  made  as  he  pushed  its  different 
branches  under  review,  almost  exhausted  the  argument, 
and  only  a  little  gleaning  can  be  found,  here  and  there, 
lying  upon  the  field  which  he  traversed.  He  has  reversed 
the  example  of  the  benevolent  Jew  in  scripture,  and  in- 
stead of  purposely  leaving  an  occasional  handful  to  be 
picked  up  by  the  humble  and  industrious  gleaner,  an  a  re- 
ward for  patient  toil,  he  ha*  scarcely  left  enough  to  make, 
when  collected,  a  single  sheaf.  Unwilling  to  seise  upon 
the  produce  of  another  man's  labor,  by  appropriating  to 
my  own  use  an  entire  shock,  as  is  too  often  done  in  this 
House,  I  should  have  remained  a  silent  spectator  of  the  scene, 
if  it  were  not  that  I  have  been  induced  to  explore  for  my- 
self a  corner  11  hich  has  hitherto  escaped  observation,  the 
result  of  which  inquiry  I  will  brin?  particularly  to  your 
notice,  nfter  some  general  observations  upon  the  subject. 

The  facta  in  the  case  are  few  and  admitted.  The  le- 
gislature of  Mississippi  omitted  to  provide  by  law  for  hold- 
ing an  election  for  members  of  Congress,  in  case  a 
session  of  that  body  might  be  convened  by  the 
before  November,  and  the  Governor  ordered  an  election  to 
be  held,  directing  that  the  persona  chosen  abould  retain 
their  seats  until  the  recurrence  of  the  regular  election,  in 
November,  and  two  members  are  now  in  their  seats  in  this 
body  under  that  proceeding.    Are  they  members  of  the  en- 

the 
we 

ruuut  consider,  and  reply  to  one  or  other  of  them  in  the 
affirmative.  There  is  no  other  choice.  We  must  select 
out  of  the  three  positions  any  one  that  we  prefer,  upon 
which  our  judgment  can  rest  with  the  greatest  degree  of 
satisfaction.  But,  although  we  are  presented  with  three 
(not  concurring  in  the  propriety  of  the  phrase, 
alternatives,  I  will  not  use  it,)  yet  it  is  remarkable 
that,  when  we  come  to  vote,  we  must  discard  one,  and 
choose  between  the  remaining  two.  A  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  have  reported  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  the  election  is  valid,  and  that  the  members  chosen 
it  must  bold  their  seals  for  the  entire  term  of  the 
1 ;  and  a  minority  have  reported  a  res- 
lion  to  have  been  totally  void. 
No  one  has  proposed  to  amend  either  one,  so  as  to  obtain 
a  vote  upon  the  proposition  that  the  sitting  members  are 
entitled  to  their  seats  until  November,  and  no  longer;  and 
until  some  one  shall  offer  such  an  amendment,  there  is  no 
basis  upon  which  those  who  hold  such  an  opinion  can  ex- 
1  it  by  their  vote,  and  the  House,  therefore,  roust  select, 
to  its  best  judgment,  one  of  the  only  two  prop- 
ositions before  it.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Slack,]  who  has  joat  addressed  the  Chair,  showed  a  de- 
sire to  rest  his  vote  upon  this  theory,  but  abstained  from 
drawing  it  forth  from  the  shadowy  obscurity  in  which  it 
now  lies,  by  presenting  it  in  the  form  of  a  distinct  propo- 
sition. It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  his  reluctance  to 
adopt  the  report  of  the  minority.  The  high  authority  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  that  our  country  baa 
ever  produced,  and  who  was  known  to  be  a  favorite  poli- 


tire  twenty -fifth  Congress,  or  for  a  part  of  it,  or  ia 
whole  election  void  ?    These  are  the  questions  which 


ticiati  with  that  gentleman,  is  directly  in  hia  path ;  and  I 
am  not  at  all  surprised  that  his  res}«ect  for  the  character 
and  attainments  of  the  late  William  Wirt  was  too  strong 
to  permit  him  to  run  counter  to  the  recorded  opinion  of  that 
diHtinguished  man.  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  refer 
particularly  to  that  opinion,  and  only  allude  to  it  now  to 
show  its  power  in  driving  from  a  concurrence  with  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  all  those  who  attach  any  value  to  bis 
construction  of  the  constitution,  even  although  they  take 
refuge  in  a  theory  so  unsubstantial  that  no  one  will  call 
upon  the  House  for  a  vote  upon  it.  It  is  not  worth  while 
to  consume  time  by  attacking  a  hypothesis  in  which  its  own 
frienda  do  not  appear  to  have  the  slightest  confidence;/ 
I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  that 
would  break  up  the  constitutional  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  this  House  into  any  number  of  long  or  short 
periods,  according  to  the  humor  or  pohcy  of  every  State, 
seems  to  !*•  new  as  it  is  visionary.  For  wise  purpose?, 
which  it  is  easy  to  see,  the  framers  of  the  constitution  di- 
1  should  perform  the  duties  appertaining  to 
«re  for  two  yenrs,  and  we  have  taken  upon 
ourselves  the  h^h  responsibility  of  executing  these  im- 
portant trusts  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  anxiously  watch- 
ing every  step  that  we  take.  The  obligation  rests  upon 
every  State  in  the  Union  to  be  represented  here,  and  it  can- 
not fulfil  it  by  instalments,  by  portioning  out  the  debt 
which  it  owes  to  its  sister  States,  and  discharging  a  little 
at  a  lime.  The  whole  House  has  a  right — the  whole  tui- 
tion has  a  right— to  the  benefit  which  the  experience  of 
even  some  months  may  confer  upon  the  members  of  thin 
body.  The  measures  which  may  be  proposed  and  discus- 
sed, must  be  decided  upon  by  the  earns  individuals  who 
have  agisted  in  proposing  and  discussing  tbem.  We  come 
in  together  and  must  go  out  together.  We  resemble,  in 
this  respect,  tho  changes  of  horses  in  a  stage  coach;  and 
the  idea  that  a  part  of  us  can  serve  but  for  a  portion  of  our 
legislative  journey,  then  to  be  eti|M-r*eded  by  fresh  comers, 
is  as  unfounded  an  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  stop  a  coach  at 
every  mile  to  change  a  single  horse  in  the  team.  But,  as 
I  have  already  remarked,  whilst  members  upon  this  floor 
are  using  this  theory  in  debate,  no  one  has  sufficient  reli- 
ance upon  its  correctness  to  call  for  a  vote  of  the  House  upon 
it.    I  will  therefore  dismiss  it  from  further  consideration. 

Whilst  listening  to  the  arguments  by  which  the  friends 
of  the  two  propositions  before  us  sustained  their  resiieetive 
opinions,  there  was  one  reflection  which  pressed  itself  upon 
me.  It  was  this.  Both  aides  agree,  as  they  ought  to  do, 
in  attaching  primary  importance  to  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi,  and  profess  themselves  desirous  to  carry 
that  will  into  effect,  if  they  can  only  find  out  what  it  is. 
One  expression  of  their  wish  is  admitted  on  all  hands.  All 
agree  that  the  people  of  that  State  intended  to  be  represent- 
ed here  at  this  extra  session,  and  made  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  be  so.  Those  who  advocate  the 
nority,  and  are  willing  to  declare  the  election  1 
of  course  intend  to  shut  the  doors  of  this  hall  upon 
ting  members  from  the  moment  that  the  resolution  passes. 
If  we  adopt  it  to-day,  they  cannot  come  among  us  to-mor- 
row, and  Mississippi  would  have  no  Representatives  here. 
80  far,  then,  as  the  people  of  that  Slate  have  expressed  a 
clear  desire,  about  which  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  any 
controversy,  to  hsve  a  share  in  the  important  decisions  of 
this  extra  session,  just  so  far  must  we  sllow  that  expression 
to  have  controlling  influence  in  the  vote  which  we  may 
give,  provided  that  vote  be  regulated  solely  by  a  regard  to 
their  wishes.  What  then  is  the  attitude  of  the  two  parts 
of  the  House  t  Let  us  see  how  they  stand  as  to  the  ob- 
servance of  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mississippi.  Two 
gentlemen  present  themselves  here  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  having  filed  their  credentials  with  the  clerk,  and 
offer  to  t»e  *  worn  in,  as  usual.  No  opposing  cl.iirnant  ap- 
pears.   No  petition  is  presented  from  a  sin  trie  man  in 


ery  eltori  in  meir 

report  of  the  na- 
tion totally  void, 
hull  upon  the  «t- 
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The  day  upon  which 
Congress  was  to  meet  wh  notorious,  knovm  probably  to 
every  voter  in  the  State;  and  yet  no  voice  is  heard  from 
that  quarter,  coating  a  suspicion  upon  the  integrity  of  the 
election.  A  member  of  this  House,  actuated  apparently 
by  a  greater  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise and  laws  of  Mississippi  than  was  felt  by  any  citizen 
of  that  State,  rises  011  interpose*  an  objection  to  those  two 
gentlemen  taking  their  seats ;  and  that,  too,  before  the  facts 
in  the  case  were  known,  or  could  be  ascertained  by  any 
impartial  tribunal,  owing  to  the  imperfect  organization  of 
the  House.  The  people  of  Mississippi  were  supposed  to 
be  so  indifferent  to  their  own  rights,  or  so  incapable  of  as- 
serting them,  that  it  became  necessary  to  assume  a  guard- 
ianship over  them  to  protect  their  injured  innocence.  The 
House,  however,  rejected  this  monstrous  interference,  and 
wisely  reserved  the  consideration  of  all  questions  that  might 
grow  out  of  the  election,  until  the  facts  could  he  settled  by 
a  committee.  The  business  of  the  session  went  on.  Still 
no  competitors  for  the  seat*  appeared.  No  petition  was 
presented  contesting  the  election.  The  people  whom  these 
two  gentlemen  rlaitned  to  represent',  seemed  to  be  .'•alisficd, 
ak  far  a*  silence  can  be  construed  into  acquiescence ;  and, 
in  these  days  of  freedom  of  speech,  men  are  not  apt  to  re- 
main silent  where  they  think  there  is  cause  of  complaint. 
At  the  request  of  these  members  themselves,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  were  directed  to  look  into  the  matter,  and 
up  to  this  moment  of  discussing  the  two  reports  which  they 
have  given  u»,  not 


addressed  it  upon  this  subject,  who  is  of  different  poli- 
tics from  the  two  members  returned  from  Mississippi,  is  in 
favor  of  setting  aside  their  election.  I  can  readily  under- 
stand how  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 
constitutional  point  involved  in  the  ease,  upon  which  I 
mean  to  touch  presently,  but  I  cannot  consent  that  they 
should  place  the  vindication  of  their  course  upon  a  desire 
to  carry  out  the  popular  will.  Suppose,  air,  that  we  adopt 
the  resolution  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  and  declare 
the  election  void ;  and  suppose  that  the  people  «>f  Mi *sis- 
sippi  could  interrogate  us  why  wo  had  done  so.  If  we 
answered  that  we  had  pnid  respect  to  their  will,  they  would 
reply  that  their  will  was  to  be  represented  at  this  important 
extra  session,  and  that  we  knew  it ;  for  we  do  know  it,  and 
all  admit  it.  If  they  pressed  the  inquiry  still  further,  and 
n>keJ  why  we  had  destroyed  the  political  existence  of  those 
to  whom  they  bad  shown  themselves  wedded,  would  it  do 
to  reply  as  Kiehurd  does  to  Lady  Anne,  when  she  upbraids 


in  Mississippi  expressive  of  discontent  with  the  election: 
and  yet  this  spotaneous  guardianship  continues  to  be  ex- 
ercised for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  those  people,  and 
we  ore  urged,  out  of  great  tenderness  towards  them,  to  de- 
clare an  election  void  which  they  have  made,  lest,  forsooth, 
we  may  violate  their  will  by  confirming  it.  Do  the  gen- 
'  o  thus  argue  feel  with  Bassanio,  when  he  is  ad- 
Portia,  that  they  are  inclined 

"  To  do  a  crust  rleht.  do  a  little  wren?, 
And  curb  this  cruel  devil  of  his  will  1" 

Are  they  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  election  ] 

hat*  resulted,  and  would  gladly  seise  upon  any  reason  for  | 

trying  it  over  again  t    I  will  not  suppose  it ;  but  it  is  a 


him  with  destroying  her  spouse,  that  he  *'  did  it  to  help 
her  to  a  better  husband  1"    Are  gentlemen  such  devoted 
lovers  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  that  they 


would  put  nut  of  the  way  the  object  of  their  choice,  in 
order  to  give  them  a  chance  of  making  a  better  selection  ? 
f  think  that  they  would  not  be  as  placable  as  was  the  lady. 
They  would  lie  apt  to  reject  the  doubtful  friendship  of  their 
self-appointed  guardians,  who,  from  a  nervous  apprehen- 
st  those  people  may  be  injured  in  their  rights,  at 
lisfranchise  them  ;  and,  from  a  morbid  sensitiveness 
their  free 


knowledged  members  of  their  choice  out  of  this  hall  for  the 
remainder  of  this  extra  session.  Whether  we  may  remain 
here  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time,  mskes  no  dif- 
ference in  the  argument.  It  is  certain  that  we  shall  have 
to  decide  some  important  questions  which  will  be  closely 
contested,  and  the  absence  of  two  members  may  decide  the 
fate  of  measures  to  which  the  whole  country  is  looking 
with  deep  anxiety  ;  and,  besides,  the  question  of  time  can 
have  no  bearing  upon  the  point  which  I  am  now  consider- 
ing. I  am  endeavoring  to  show  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  ad- 
mitted, upon  till  hands,  that  the  people  of  Mississippi  have 
clearly  shown  their  wish  to  he  represented  here  during  this 
extra  session,  and  those  who  sustain  the  report  of  the 
minority,  which  sets  the  election  aside,  are,  of  course,  for 
ejecting  the  sitting  members  forthwith,  it  will  not  do  for 
them  to  rest  the  justification  of  their  proceeding  upon  the 
ground  that  they  are  anxious  to  carry  into  effect  the  will 
of  that  State.  They  are  committing  the  very  act  which 
they  profess  to  be  anxious  to  avoid.  Whilst  they  are  urg- 
ing upon  us  their  extreme  care  to  follow  the  popular  will, 
they  are  forcibly  divorcing  the  people  (as  the  use  of  this 
word  finds  its  way  into  every  subject  at  this  session)  from 
the  object  of  their  choice ;  and,  as  gentle  dissuasives  will 
not  succeed,  they  spply  the  figurative  wedge  and  sledge- 
hammer violently  to  separate  those  who  are  living  volun- 
tarily in  close  alliance.  Sir,  let  the  supporters  of  the 
minority  report  rest  their  arguments  upon  a  refined  and 
technical  construction  of  the  constitution,  but  let  them  not 
assume  the  untenable  position  that  they  are  acting  in  con- 
formity with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Mississippi. 

But  it  is  said  that  although  it  is  admitted  that  an  elec- 
tion was  held  for  the  present  extra  session,  yet  there  is  no 
evidence  that  there  was  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
people  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  sitting  members  should 
continue  any  longer  than  that  time.  I  grant  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  how  this  is;  but  still  there  is  enough  from 
which  to  draw  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  One  of  the  silting 
members  has  publicly  declared,  in  his  place,  upon  his  re- 
sponsibility as  a  member  of  the  House,  that,  during  tho 
canvass,  no  other  opinion  was  expressed  from  any  quarter 
than  that  the  election  was  for  members  of  the  25th  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  candidates  and  voters  universally  so  con- 
sidered it.  ^Ve  know,  also,  that  the  presses  upon  both 
sides  spoke  of  it  in  the  same  way ;  and  we  have  a  still 
stronger  evidence  of  what  the  public  opinion  was,  am)  is, 
in  the  fact  that  at  this  moment  there  is  only  a  single  can- 
didate in  the  field  for  the  November  election  ;  and  his  is 
rather  a  continuance  of  the  former  canvass  than  the  insti- 
tution of  a  fresh  one.  If  the  general  belief  was  that  the 
silting  members  would  hold  their  seats  only  until  Novem- 
ber, it  is  impossible  that  such  a  degree  of  languor  should 
now  prevail.  On  the  contrary,  the  parties  who  fought  so 
fiercely  in  August  would  hsve  already  buckled  on  their 
armor  for  another  battle  in  November,  more  particularly 
when  the  victors  were  enjoying,  not  their  spoils,  but  their 
well  earned  honors,  at  this  distance  from  the  theatre  of 
action,  and  when  their  absence  must  necessarily  paralyze, 
in  some  degree,  the  efforts  of  their  political  friends.  I  rely 
upon  these  evidences,  slight  as  they  may  be  regarded,  with 
the  more  confidence,  as  no  evidence  at  all  is  offered  to 
maintain  the  opposite  poMtion,  except  the  mere  proclama- 
tion of  the  Governor,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the  forma- 
tion of  puldic  opinion  is  nothing  but  conjecture.  In  a  1 
cases  of  contested  election,  this  House  has  very  properly 
endeavored  to  ascertain  what  the  intentions  of  the  people 
were,  and  has  disregarded  technical  objections  as  to  mere 
forms.  If  the  two  questions  of  "  what  did  the  people  mean 
to  do,"  and  "  what  have  thny  done,"  can  be  satisfactorily 
answered,  the  decisions  of  the  House  have  invariably  cor- 
responded with  those  intentions  and  acts.  In  this  ca#e, 
therefore,  we  may  sum  up  the  points  thus :  if  we  adopt 
the  report  of  the  majority,  we  place  the  sitting  members  in 
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their  seats  for  the  extra  session,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi clearly  intended,  and  confirm  them  in  their  seat* 
for  the  residue  of  the  Congress,  about  which  some  doubt 
may  exist  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  people,  and,  of  course, 
it  becomes  a  question  of  evidence.  If,  on  the  other  band, 
we  adopt  the  report  of  the  minority,  we  eject  these  mem- 
bers from  their  seats  forthwith,  which  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi clearly  and  admittedly  did  not  intend,  and  put  those 
people  to  the  trouble  of  another  election,  respecting  their 
desire  for  which  great  doubt  must  also  exist,  as  it  too  is  a 
question  of  evidence.  In  the  former  coarse  we  are  per- 
fectly certain  of  conforming  to  their  will  as  to  a  part  of  our 
decision,  and  in  the  latter  we  are  equally  certain  that  we 
violate  it.  If,  therefore,  we  are  guided  solely  by  a  regard 
for  their  will,  can  we  hesitate  which  to  adopt  ! 

But  I  concede  that  there  is  something  more  in  this  case 
than  the  singlo  point  which  I  have  been  considering.  My 
object  hitherto  has  been  to  show  that  the  ground  assumed 
by  the  friends  of  the  minority  resolution  will  not  bear  them 
out  as  far  as  that  point  is  concerned.  Let  us  see  whether 
any  other  position  is  stronger. 

The  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  by  some  unaccountable 
oversight,  omitted  to  vest  the  Governor  with  the  power 
which  all  other  Governors  possess  under  the  laws  of  their 
respective  States,  of  ordering  an  election  for  members  of 
Congress,  where  a  special  session  may  be  called  for  a  day 
anterior  to  that  designated  in  the  law  of  the  State,  as  the 
one  on  which  the  regular  election  is  to  be  biennially  held.  ' 
The  Governor  thought  that  he  found  an  authority  for  so  , 
doing  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  thought  j 
also  that  his  power  under  that  instrument  only  extended  to  \ 
filling  up  the  vacancy  until  the  recurrence  of  the  election  : 
nt  the  usual  time,  and  issued  his  proclamation  and  writ 
accordingly.    As  all  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
minority  resolution  deny  the  existence  of  any  power  in  the 
Governor,  whether  he  hod  issued  bis  writs  for  the  entire  | 
2Mb  Congress  or  only  a  portion  of  it,  I  shall  not  consume 
lime  in  examining  the  precise  effect  of  the  writ  which  he 
actually  did  issue ;  because,  by  contesting  his  authority  to 
order  an  election  at  all,  the  opposite  side  appear  to  attach 
no  importance  to  the  mode  in  which  he  exercised  his 
power,  and  therefore  seem  to  acquiesce  in  the  conclusion 
to  w  hich  the  majority  of  the  committee  come  in  their  re- 
port, of  rejecting  a  part  of  his  writ  as  surplusage.  The 
question  is,  then,  whether  the  Governor  had  any  authority 
to  order  an  election. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Steles  is  found  the  clause  which  is  the 
fruitful  theme  of  this  prolonged  debate: 

"  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  represenlstion  from 
any  Slate,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Il  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  this  clause  is  not  a  dead 
letter,  but  that  it  confers  some  power  of  some  kind  upon 
the  Governors  of  Slates ;  but  it  is  argued  that  the  power  ex- 
tends only  to  issuing  writs  of  election  to  fill  vacancies  which 
"  happen,"  and  much  subtle  refinement  is  resorted  to  in 
order  to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  those  which  do 
and  those  which  do  not  "  happen."  And  it  is  further  said 
Hist  the  term  "  vacancy"  is  not  applicable  to  the  condition 
of  the  representation  from  a  State  when  the  period  of  service 
of  former  members  has  expired,  and  before  the  election  of 
their  successors.  With  regard  to  the  first  position,  I  will 
not  repeat  the  conclusive  lexicography  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  I'sxir r  a acKaa,]  but  content  myself 
with  snying  that  it  certainly  has  not  been,  or  I  believe  at- 
tempted to  be,  answered.  If  the  meaning  of  words  is  to 
be  judged  of  by  authority,  the  books  which  be  has  pro- 
duced conclusively  show  that  the  word  "  happen"  expres- 
ses a  genus  of  which  "chance"  is  only  a  species.  No 
matter  what  may  be  the  canee  of  the  vacancy,  whether  it 
has  occurred  by  "  chance"  or  "  design,"  or  the  expiration 


of  a  term  of  service,  the  generic  word  equally  includes  it ; 
and  those  who  framed  the  constitution  could  not,  by  the 
most  assiduous  study,  have  discovered  a  word  more 
prebensive  in  its  signification  than  the  precise  one  < 
they  adopted.  I  leave  this  branch  of  the  argument 
that  honorable  gentleman  placed  it,  deeming  it  i 
either  to  make  it  more  clear  or  refute  it. 

But,  it  is  said,  also,  that  there  was  no  "vacancy"  in  the 
representation  from  Mississippi ;  that  a  vacancy  can  tako 
place  only  when  a  member  elect  dies,  or  tesigna,  or  re- 
moves, and  that  it  eannot  be  created  by  the  expiration  of  a 
term  of  service.  For  this  limitation  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  no  grammatical  authority  is  adduced ;  but  it  rests 
upon  the  arbitrary  assertion  of  those  who  so  construe  it.  I 
should  rather  define  "vacancy"  to  mean  the  absence  of 
something  which  ought  to  be  there.  The  limited  mean- 
ing which  is  given  to  it  is  contrary  to  common  serve  ;  and 
indeed,  no  grammatical  definition  of  it  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  given.  All  that  is  said  is,  that  the  case  is  not 
included  within  it.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  resolution 
of  the  minority -should  be  passed  to-day,  and  that,  on  to- 
morrow, when  no  person  was  in  the  occupancy  of  the 
chairs  which  are  now  so  worthily  filled  by  the  two  gentle- 
men from  Mississippi,  an  inquirer  should  ask  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  for  example,  where  was  the  delegation 
from  Mississippi ;  he  would  be  bound  to  reply,  as  be  has 
said  in  his  argument,  there  i*  no  "  vacancy  in  the  repre- 
sentation from  that  Stale.  But  the  incredulous  interroga- 
tor would  proceed ;  there  is  nobody  in  those  chairs,  and 
they  ore  appropriated  to  the  use  of  that  delegation.  Still 
my  learned  friend  would  be  obliged  to  insist  upon  it,  that 
there  was  no  vacancy  in  that  representation.  It  is  true,  he 
would  say,  that  Mississippi  has  no  members  upon  this  floor 
in  those  chairs,  or  any  where  else ;  but  I  (ell  you  there  is 
no  vacancy,  because  she  elected  members  to  the  last  Con- 
gicas,  and  has  not  elected  any  to  Ibis;  therefore,  there  is 
no  vacancy.  Do  you  not  perceive,  sir,  tliat  this  is  the  in- 
evitable result  of  the  argument  upon  the  opposite  side  T 
Because,  if  there  was  no  vacancy  when  the  Governor  is- 
sued  bis  proclamation,  there  is  none  now ;  and  yet,  see 
how  impossible  it  is  to  convince  the  eyes  of  the  truth  of  the 
argument  addressed  to  the  ears.  I  say,  therefore,  that  this 
construction  of  the  constitution  is  contrary  to  common 
sense,  however  strongly  it  may  be  supported  by  technicali- 
ties, and  I  am  no  advocate  for  adopting  refined  and  scholss- 
i i i •  Huhtleties.  a«  the  proper  means  of  iuternrcli 
men,  which  was  intended  to  be  understood  bv  plain 
in  regulating  the  business  of  life. 

I  wish,  however,  to  refer  you  to  the  journal  of  the  con- 
vention which  framed  the  constitution,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  meaning  which  we  now  give  to  the  clause  which 
I  have  quoted,  is  the  one  which  they  attached  to  it,  when 
it  received  the  assent  of  that  distinguished  body.  But  be- 
fore I  do  this,  let  me  refer  vrry  briefly  to  the  opinions  of 
two  gen llemcn  of  acknowledged  talents  who  have,  at  differ- 
ent periods,  filled  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  aa  there 
is  an  entire  harmony  between  the  conclusions  which  they 
have  drawn  from  a  cautious  inspection  of  the  constitution 
as  it  is  written,  and  the  design,  of  those  who  made  it,  as 
manifested  by  the  history  of  their  proceedings.  I  propose 
to  touch  very  summarily  upon  these  opinions,. because  other 
gentlemen  havo  examined  them  more  fully,  and  I  desire  to 
avoid  the  repetition  of  what  has  been  already,  and  no  doubt 
better,  said.  In  October,  1823,  and  July,  1682,  cases  oc- 
curred in  the  administration  of  the  Executive  authority, 
which  drew  from  those  who  occupied,  at  those  times,  the 
situation  of  Attorney  General  ot  the  United  States,  elabor- 
ate opinions  upon  the  construction  of  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution which  empowers  the  President  "  to  fill  up  all  va- 
cancies that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  8cnate." 
It  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  strong  analogy, 
although  not  a  perfect  identity,  between  the  meaning  of 
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this  word  "  happen,"  in  this  clause  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  one  which  we  arc  considering;  because,  under 
both,  the  argument  is,  that  a  case  where  there  is  no  incum- 
bent in  office,  owing  to  the  expiration  of  a  term,  is  not  in- 
cluded within  either  clause.  But  Mr.  Wirt  says,  "  The 
substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  keep  these 
office*  tilled,  and  powers  adequate  to  this  purpose  were  in- 
tended  to  be  conveyed.  But  if  the  President  (and  the  re- 
mark is  equally  applicable  to  the  Governor  of  a  State)  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circumstanced, 
the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 
conftfuction  of  its  letter." 

He  comes  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  the  vacancy  is  found 
to  exist,  the  constitutional  power  of  providing  for  its  being 
filled  is  immediately  applicable,  and  adds  : 

"  This  seems  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution which  is  compatible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  snd  pur- 
pose, while,  at  the  same  lime,  it  offers  no  violence  to  its 
language;  and  these,  I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to 
which  all  sound  construction  looks." 

Mr.  Taney,  in  1832,  concurred  in  opinion  with  his  pre- 
decessor, without  knowing,  however,  that  Mr.  Wirt  bad 
expressed  it,  because  it  was  not  until  he  had  prepared  bis 
own,  that  an  examination  into  the  flies  of  the  office  resulted 
in  the  discovery  that  Mr.  Wiit  had  been  called  upon  by 
the  then  President  for  an  opinion  in  a  similar  case. 

Mr.  Taney  says : 

"  The  words  used  in  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think, 
by  any  /air  construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken. 
It  was  intended  to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might 
arise  from  accident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 
affairs  must  always  be  liable.  And  if  it  falls  out  that,  from 
death,  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by  law 
to  be  filled,  is,  in  the  recess,  found  to  be  'vacant,  then  a 
vacancy  has  happened  in  the  recess,  and  the  President  may 
fill  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and  natural 
import  of  the  words  used.  They  mean  the  same  thing  us 
if  the  constitution  had  said  '  if  there  happen  to  be  any  va- 
cancies during  the  recess.'  " 

I  propose  now  to  show  that  the  Cramers  of  the  constitu- 
tion intended  to  attach  this  meaning  to  the  kindred  clause 
which  is  to  govern  our  decision  in  the  case  before  us,  and 
this  intention  is  to  be  drawn  from  tho  proceedings  of  the 
convention,  which  I  examined  for  tho  satisfaction  of  my 
own  judgment.  If  it  had  not  been  for  tbo  purpose  of 
bringing  this  point  before  the  House,  I  should  not  have  in- 
terfered in  the  debate,  as  I  stated  in  the  outset  of  my  remarks ; 
but,  having  once  taken  the  field,  I  must  go  through  the 
campaign,  skirmishing  with  all  those  adversaries  whom  I 
may  "  happen  to  encounter." 

The  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  pursued 
the  following  judicious  mode  of  proceeding.  They  first 
settled  genera]  principles  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
then  appointed  five  of  their  body  to  revise  the  style  of  the 
articles  agreed  upon,  but  without  alteration  of  the  meaning, 
and  to  arrange  them  under  proper  heads.  This  was  the 
extent  of  their  duty.  The  committee  consisted  of  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  King,  who  reported  the  revised  draught  on  the  12lh 
of  September,  1787,  which  contained  the  clause  in  the  first 
article,  word  for  word,  as  we  now  find  it  in  the  constitu- 
tion, viz  : 

"When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

The  argument  of  the  friends  of  the  minority  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  is,  that  thia  ia  a  conditional  grant 
of  power  or  imposition  of  duty  upon  the  Executive  author- 
ity of  a  8Ute,  taking  effect  only  when  vacancies  "hap- 
pen," and  not  applying  te  a  case  where  a  vacancy  is  creat- 
ed by  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  service,  as  it  cannot  then 
Vox.  XIV.— 75 
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be  said  to  "  happen,"  it  not  being  the  work  of  chance  or 
accident  I  find,  on  looking  over  the  journal,  that  when 
the  convention  was  employed  in  settling  the  principle 
which  they  meant  to  establish,  on  the  6th  of  August,  tbey 
expressed  it  in  these  words : 

"Vacancies  in  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  ho 
supplied  by  writs  of  election  from  the  Executive  authority 
of  the  States  in  the  representation  from  which  tbey  shall 
happen."—  EUiot'a  Debate*  on  Fedtral  Conttiiution,  vol. 
1,  page  256. 

Every  one  must  see  at  once  thai  the  only  difference  be- 
tween these  two  sentences  is,  that  tbe  Utter  excludes  the 
construction  which  the  friends  of  tbe  minority  report  wwrU 
to  apply  to  the  former,  and  that  this  vexed  article  is  made 
to  express  the  very  idea  which  Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Taney 
contended  should  be  applied  to  another  clause  upon  the 
same  subject,  coinciding  precisely  with  the  interpretation 
which  those  who  think  with  me  allege  should  lie  placed 
upon  it.  Wit  limit  resorting  to  a  strict  grammatical  analysis 
every  unpredjudiced  mind  would  agree  at  once,  as  it  seems 
to  rne,  that  tbe  original  draught  meant  to  provide  for  the 
filling  up  of  all  vacancies,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  or 
when  they  might  occur ;  and  this  inference  is  impregnsbly 
fortified  by  a  closer  examination.  Tbe  word  "when,"  which 
is  considered  as  drawing  after  it  a  limitation  of  power,  by 
admitting  only  a  certain  class  of  cases,  and  excluding  oth- 
ers, is  not  found  in  the  first  draught;  and  the  word  "  hap- 
pen" is  detached  from  the  important  noun  "  vacancies," 
whose  comprehensive  meaning  it  is  said  to  control,  and 
made  to  assume  an  humble  and  merely  an  explanatory  duty. 
I  repeat  that  the  idea  intended  to  be  advanced  by  the  fra  mera 
of  the  constitution  is  found  in  tbe  original  draught ;  for  I 
find  that  the  committee  of  five  were  appointed  "  to  revise 
the  style  of,  and  arrange,  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
House ;"  and  I  cannot  find  that,  in  a  single  instance,  they 

No  fault  appears  to 
of  any  aberration 
from  the  principles  which  the  convention  had  previously 
adopted ;  and,  in  fact,  they  had  only  to  paint  and  furnish 
the  House  which  had  been  built,  without  interfering  with 
the  order  of  its  architecture.  I  hold  that,  as  statesmen,  we 
are  not  only  at  liberty,  but  bound,  to  follow  the  intentions 
of  those  who  prepared  the  constitution,  snd  think  thst  they 
are  sufficiently  manifest  from  the  authority  which  I  hare 
adduced. 

Whilst  upon  tbe  subject  of  authority,  1  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  one  quoted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Mason,]  who  has  read  an  extract  from  Judge  Story's 
Commentaries  on  the  Constitution.  The  part  upon  which 
he  relied  was  the  following: 

<•  By  « vacancies'  they  understood  to  be  meant  vacancies 
occurring  from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removal. 
The  word  '  happen'  had  relation  to  some  casually  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law." — Story's  Commentaries,  vol.  3,  page 
411,  book  8,  tection  1,653. 

I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  learned  judge  whose 
opinion  is  thus  brought  before  us,  to  pass  it  over  without 
notice.  But  the  honorsblo  gentleman  made  only  an  ex- 
tract from  an  entile  parage,  which,  when  considered  as  a 
whole,  will  be  found  not  to  bear  upon  the  question  before 
us.  He  violently  tore  off  a  limb  from  the  body ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  replace  and  bandage  it  up,  binding  the  bleeding 
fracture  as  well  as  my  poor  surgery  will  permit,  in  order 
to  present  to  view  the  unmutilated  subject  in  a  perfect  form. 
The  entire  passage  ia  this  .* 

"The  language  of  the  clause  is,  that  tbe  President  abad 
have  power  to  fill  up  '  vacancies'  that  may  happen  during 
tbe  recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  ministers  to  negotiate  tbe  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent  during  the  recess  of  tbe  Senate ;  and  a 
question  was  made  whether  he  had  a  constitutional  author- 
ity so  to  do,  there  being  no  •  vacancy"  of  any  exit 


departed  from  this  secondary  duly, 
have  been  found  with  them  on  arc 
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ficc,  hut  this  being  the  creation  of  a  new  office.  The  Sen  • 
ate,  at  their  next  aeaaion,  are  aaid  to  have  entered  a  protest 
a  gin  nit  such  an  exerctee  of  power  by  the  Executive.  On 
•  subsequent  occasion,  (April  SO,  1*22,)  the  Senate  wern 
distinctly  to  have  held  that  the  President  could  not  create 
the  office  of  minuter,  and  make  appointment*  to  such  an 
office  during  the  recess,  without  the  content  of  the  8enate. 
By  '  vacancies,'  they  underatood  to  be  meant  vacancies  oc- 
curring from  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  removal. 
The  word  *  happen*  bad  relation  to  some  casualty  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law.  If  the  Senate  are  1n  session  when  offices 
are  created  by  law,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  filled,  and 
nominations  are  not  then  made  to  them  by  the  President, 
he  cannot  appoint  to  such  office*  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  In  many  instance*,  where  office*  sre  crested  by 
law,  special  power  ia,  on  tbia  vary  account,  given  to  the 
President  to  fill  them  doting  the  recess;  and  it  wan  then 
aaid  that  in  no  other  instances  had  the  President  filled  such 
vacant  offices  without  the  special  authority  of  law." 

It  will  be  observed  that  Judge  Story  referred  to  what  he 
supposed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  upon  the  point 
whether  the  President  could  appoint  loan  office  then  crea- 
ted for  the  first  time  a  question  very  wide  of  that  now  be- 
fore us.  The  office  of  a  Representative  from  Mississippi 
vra->  not  to  be  created  when  the  Governor  issueil  hi*  proc- 

fore,  when  that  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  had 
been  often  filled.  The  point  which  the  judge  was  discussing, 
therefore,  had  no  analogy  at  all  to  that  before  the  House. 

[Mr.  Masok,  of  Ohio,  had  read,  in  the  course  of  his  ar- 
gument from  Judge  Story's  Commentaries  on  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  following  paragraph : 

"  The  language  of  the  clause  is,  that  the  President  shall 
have  power  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate.  In  1813,  President  Madison  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  minister*  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  Ghent,  during  the  recces  of  the  Senate ;  and  a 
wa*  made,  whether  he  had  a  constitutional  eu- 
ro to  do,  there  being  no  vacancy  of  any  existing  of- 
hut  tins  oeinpt  ine  crciiiion  ot  «  new  omce.  i  ne  sen- 
ate, at  their  next  session,  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest 
against  such  an  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive." 

Mr.  A  ii  a  us  now  roae,  and  aaid  that  be  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  this  debate,  but  that  the  referenco  of 
both  the  gentlemen  to  a  question  in  which  he  had  been 
personally  concerned,  and  to  an  erroneous  statement  in  the 
commentaries  of  the  learned  and  highly  respectable  judge, 
made  it  his  duty  to  apprize  them  and  the  House  there  was 
in  this  statement  an  error,  not  of  the  judge,  but  of  his  infor- 
mant, whoever  he  may  have  been.  The  language  of  the 
book  ia  "  the  Senate  are  said  to  have  entered  a  protest ;"  by 
whom  taid,  the  hook  does  not  state.  But,  by  vt\ 
said,  it  was  a  mistake.    No  such  protest  was,  in 


entered  by  the  Senate. 
The  facts  of  the  case  were  these:  Immediately  after  the 
declaration  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  1812,  was  known  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  offered  his  mediation,  for  the  negotiation 
of  a  peace  between  them.  Thia  proposal  was  made  by  his 
minister,  Mr.  Daschkoff,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Monroe,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1818,  four  day*  after  the 
clo*e  of  the  *e«sion  of  Congress.  Perhaps  imagination 
could  not  invent  an  occurrence  better  suited  to  illustrate 
the  importance  of  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  temporary 
appointment  to  executive  offices  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Here  was  an  opportunity  providentially  present- 
ed for  putting  nn  end  to  a  formidable  and  calamitous  war. 
The  mediation  of  the  Emperor  was  immediately  accepted. 
The  appointment  of  a  minister  or  ministers  for  conducting 
the  negotiation  waa  indispensable.  If  the  President  had 
no  power  to  make  that  appointment  daring  the  recess  of 


the  Senate,  two  months  at  least  must  have  licen  lost  be- 
fore that  body  could  be  convened,  for  the  single  purpose  of 
giving  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  appointment.  The 
nation,  then,  would  have  been  two  months  suffering  all 
the  horrors  and  desolations  of  a  cruel  war  for  want  of  an 
organized  power  to  make  peace.  For  in  this,  as  in  every 
question  of  constructive  powers,  we  should  never  lose  sight 
of  the  consideration  that  the  denial  of  an  organized  power 
competent  for  efficient  action,  is  a  denial  of  the  power  not 
only  of  the  functionary  to  exercise  it,  but  of  the  nation  for 
whose  benefit  the  power  is  to  be  exercised.  In  that  case,  the 
impotence  of  President  Madison  to  appoint  ministers  till 
the  Senate  could  be  convened,  would  have  been,  during 
the  same  term  of  time,  the  impotence  of  the  nation,  in  the 
midst  of  war,  to  make  peace.  Impotence,  not  by  the  weak- 
ness of  the  nation — not  by  the  refusal  of  the  enemy  to  ne- 
gotiate—but by  the  neglect  of  the  nation  to  organize  her 
own  institutions  with  powers  essential  to  her  safety,  and 
perhaps  even  to  her  existence. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  little  more  than  two  months  after 
the  offer  and  acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediation,  Con- 
gress assembled,  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  President  Mad- 
ison sent  a  message  to  the  Senate  announcing  that  com- 
missions bad  been  granted  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate 
to  Albert  Gallatin,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  James  A. 
Baysrd,  to  be,  jointly  and  severally,  Envoys  Extraordina- 
ry and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  and  sign  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia ;  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britsin ;  and  the  said  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Albert  Gallatin,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  be,  joint- 
ly and  severally,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  and  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Russia,  and  that  ho  nominated  them  to  the  Senate  for 
those  respective  offices. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1818,  the  Senate  rejected  the  nom- 
ination of  Albert  Gallatin,  on  the  ground  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  their  opinion 
that  the  two  offices  ought  not  to  be  held  by  one  person  at 
the  aame  time.  They  advised  and  consented  by  nearly 
unanimous  votea  to  the  two  other  nominations. 

On  the  29th  of  July  thereafter,  Mr.  Gore,  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  in  opposition  to  the  then  executive  administra- 
tion, presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  five  res- 
olutions, the  first  of  which  was  in  the  following  words  : 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  having,  by  the  con- 
stitution, *  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen 
|  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session* — 

"  Rewired,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no  such 
vacancy  can  happen  in  any  office  not  before  full." 

The  subsequent  resolutions  proceed  to  censure  the  com- 
missioning of  the  three  negotiators  to  treat  for  peace,  de- 
claring that  their  offices  had  not  been  before  filled ;  that 
they  were  unconstitutional  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  8cnate.  That  the  Senate  reluctantly  protested 
against  them,  and  that  they  should  be  communicated,  by  a 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  without  de- 
bate, and  were  no  further  acted  upon  at  that  session,  wliich 
closed  on  the  second  of  August  of  that  year. 

At  the  next  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  on  the  28lh  of 
February,  1814,  Mr.  Gore  again  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  8enate,  in  session  upon  executive  business, 
the  same  series  of  resolutions. 

They  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  be  discu**ed 
with  open  doors,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  en- 
suing Monday,  the  7th  of  March.  They  were  accordingly 
then  taken  up,  and,  after  sundry  postponements,  and  full 
debate,  the  further  consideration  of  them  was,  without  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  postponed  till  the  first  Monday  of 
They  were  never  after  resumed. 
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There  wm;  no  doubt,  on  that  occasion,  a  thorough  nnd 
torching  discussion,  by  the  Senate,  of  the  extent  of  the 
rightful  power  of  the  President  to  fill  vacancies  happening 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  The  question  was  stated 
with  great  address  in  the  first  resolution  of  Mr.  Gore,  as- 
*  liming  that  no  vacancy  could  happen  in  an  office  not  6e~ 
fore  filled.  But  the  fallacy  was  in  that  aisuroptioo.  It 
wx«  a  ptiitio  principiL,  or  begging  of  the  question.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  constitute  a  vacancy  in  an  office,  that  it 
should  have  been  before  filled.  It  would  be  more  correct 
to  say  that  the  office  its  always  vacant  when  it  is  not  filled. 

There  was,  then,  no  protest  entered  by  the  .Senate 
agaiiut  the  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the  negotia- 
tors of  peace  in  1813:  never  was  an  occasion,  when  the 
reason  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  of  temporary  appoint- 
ment was  more  forcible,  and  the  appointment  itself  more 
indispensably  necessary.  Par  from  entering  a  protest,  the 
Senate,  after  long,  ample,  and  repealed  deliberation,  dis- 
carded the  proposal  for  it  by  postponement  to  the  first  day 
of  another  session. 

There  !-  n  :  ,}■  u'.i  that  the  '•■"id  happen*. 


,  wc  might  almost  say  all  tli 
language,  has  various  meanings  and  modifications  of  mean- 
ing.  It  it  sometimes  used  to  denote  incident,  and  some- 
timed  aceidtnt-  It  sometimes,  ]>erhap*  generally  in  collo- 
quial usage,  imports  some  indefinite  agency  of  chance, 
something  fortuitous  ;  hut  men  who  entertain  a  serious 
conviction  of  religions  truth  believe  that  chance  has  no 
agency  in  the  s flairs  of  this  worid,  that  there  is  nothing 
fortuitous,  and  fhat  whatever  happen*  is  hut  the  orderly 
disposal  of  events  by  nn  overruling  Providence.  The  com- 
mon scriptural  expression  synonymous  with  happen*  is, 
"it  came  to  pass;"  and  jierhapa  the  English  translators  of 
words  instead  of  «*it  happened,"  for 
'  excluding  the  possibility  of  an  in- 
i  the  shade  of  casualty  usually  Included  in  the 
meaning  attached  to  this  word,  that  there  is  any  thing  like 
chance  in  the  government  of  the  universe.  A  vacancy 
therefore  happen*,  when  it  comes  to  pa*? ;  and  whether 
by  the  resignation  or  death  of  nn  incumbent,  by  the 
of  the  official  term,  or  by  his  removal  at  the 
:  of  him  from  whom  the  op  [.ointment  was  received, 
rtever  cause  the  vacancy  proceeded,  whenever  it 
exists,  it  hapftena. 

It  is  said  in  the  passage  quoted  from  the  Commentaries 
of  Judge  Story,  that  the  reason  for  the  question  made  in 
the  Senate,  whether  the  President  had  the  constitutional 
right  in  1813,  to  appoint,  during  the  recess  of  that  body, 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace,  was,  that  there 
i  no  vacancy  of  an  exiting  office ;  but  that  this  was  the 
creation  of  n  new  office.  This  again  was  a  mistake.  The 
offices  of  public  ministers  of  all  denominations  are  created, 
not  by  the  constitution  or  statute  laws  of  the  United 
the  laws  of  nstions.  They  are  recognised 
i  mode  of  appointing  them  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution.  The  particular  Government 
to  which  a  minister  is  accredited,  or  the  particular  negotia- 
tion with  which  he  may  be  charged,  forms  no  part  of  the 
creation  of  the  office.  The  office  always  exists.  It  be- 
of  peace  and  war  between  sov- 
ot  it  is  an  office  of  occasional  and 
i ;  vacant  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  competent  authority,  there  is  no  adequate  motive  re- 
quiring that  it  should  be  filled,  and  forming  a  vacancy  to 
be  filled  whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  filling  it.  With 
this  view,  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  ministers  to  nego- 
tiate for  peace  in  1818  happened  at  the  moment  when  the 
proffered  mediation  of  the  E,  Alexander 
ed,  and  that  was  during  the  recess  of  the 
was  this  the  only  occasion  upon  which,  in  the  discharge 
of  public  duties,  I  have  Wen  called  to  act  upon  this  under- 


by  the 


accepl- 
Nor 


in  which  I  have  always  understood  it,  and  it  has 
been  so  understood  by  every  President  of  the  United 
States,  from  Washington  down. 

It  is,  indeed,  stated  in  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington, 
that  on  one  occasion,  when  he  inclined  to  depute  an  en- 
voy extraordinary  to  France,  for  a  particular  purpose,  who 
should  be  united  with  the  actual  minister,  (Mr.  Monroe,) 
this  objection  was  suggested,  that  during  the  recess  of  the 
8enate  the  President  can  only  fill  up  vacancies,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  when  no  vacancy  existed  might 
be  supposed  to  transcend  his  powers.  From  respect  to 
this  construction  of  the  constitution,  therefore,  be  recalled 
Mr.  Monroe  to  make  a  vacancy,  and  then  appointed  Gen- 
eral Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  to  fill  it. 

8ir,  it  was  the  most  unfortunate  measure  of  his  admin- 
istration. The  suggestion  was  not  of  his  own  mind.  That 
was,  to  have  joined  Mr.  Monroe  in  the  negotiations  with 
General  Pinckney,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
saved  us  from  a  quasi  war  with  Prance,  and  would  have 
been  kind  and  generous  to  Mr.  Monroe.  The  substituted 
expedient  was  not  so.  A  stronger  illustration  of  the  in- 
correctness of  that  construction  could  scarcely  be  given. 
President  Washington  did  not  respect  it  in  other  cases 
when  it  wss  not  suggested  to  him  as  an  objection.  He 
made  several  original  appointments  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  offices  existing  by  the  laws  of  nations.] 

Mr.  How  a  an  resumed.  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  my  remarks 
have  drawn  out  this  opinion  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
since  bh 


from  Massachusetts,  since  his  opinion  ou  the  subject  of  va- 
cancies coincides  with  my  own.  Perhaps  this  interpolation 
may  be  considered  by  some  as  the  best  part  of  my  speech. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  aUo,  by  showing  that 
Judge  Story  was  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  upon  which  he 
built  his  argument,  totally  demolished  the  fabric  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mason]  reposed  in  fancied 
security:    It  was  swept  away. 

[Mr.  Masox  explained,  and  contended  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  affected  the 
argument  be  had  used,  or  the  authority  he  had  referred  lo.] 

Mr.  Hovtio  proceeded.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  Judge 
8torv  placed  dependence  upon  an  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
without  even  expressing  his  own,  and  if  it  now  appears  that 
the  Senate  bad  given  no  such  opinion,  there  was  very  little 
left  of  the  authority  which  the  gentleman  quoted  with  such 
emphasis.  This  is  a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide  upon. 
I  dismiss  the  subject 

It  appears  strange,  at  first  view,  that  this  question  has 
never  arisen  before ;  and  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  a  |K>wer 
was  claimed  on  behalf  of  a  Governor  of 


the 


has  never 


federal  constitution.  The  reason  why  ' 
happened  before,  is  precisely  that  which  most  readily  re- 
conciles me  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  power  now.  It 
is,  that  all  State  Legislatures  have,  of  their  own  accord, 
conferred  ujwn  their  Governors  this  very  same  power,  ex- 
cept in  the  single  instance  of  Mississippi,  arising  in  this 
case,  no  doubt,  from  inadvertence  aud  precipitate  legislation. 
There  is  surely  no  ground  to  fear  any  unpleasant  result, 
when  our  decision  is  in  exact  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  States  for  forty  years ;  when  we  are  manifesting  a  beau- 
tiful harmony  between  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  States,  as  shown  in 
their  laws.  If  indeed  we  were  about  to  curtail  the  power 
which  the  Governor  claimed  under  the  constitution  or  laws 
of  his  own  8tate,  we  might  well  pause.  But  our  decision 
in  this  case  will  only  place  Mississippi  precisely  where  the 
other  Ststes  have  voluntarily  placed  themselves,  by  confer- 
ring upon  their  Governors  the  power  which  we  are  about 
to  admit. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat,  [Mr.  Tillihohast,]  has  touched  upon  the  only 
point  which  has  caused  any  embarrassment  to  my  mind.  Ho 
ha*  said  that  if  a  Governor  of  a  8tate_derivee  the  power  of 
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ordering  an  election  in  a  case  like  this  from  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Slates,  which  is  the  supremo  law  of  the  land, 
and  of  course  paramount  to  all  State  laws,  ho  can  fix  upon 
whatever  time  he  chooses  for  the  election  to  be  held ;  and 
therefore,  in  every  State  where  members  of  Congress  have 
not  been  chosen  upon  the  4th  of  March,  whether  an  extra 
session  may  be  called  or  not,  he  can  disregard  the  day  which 
the  atatule  may  have  designated,  ami  thua  ove  rrule  the  laws. 
I  state  the  objection  as  it  haa  occurred  to  my  mind,  without 
recollecting  whether  I  give  it  the  exact  shape  which  he  did. 
I  feel  and  acknowledge  its  force,  and  admit  that  it  ia  diffi- 
cult to  escape  from  the  conclusion  ;  for,  if  this  power  is  held 
by  the  Governor  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
no  State  legialation  can  take  it  away.  But  there  are  two 
reflections  which  disarm  this  argument  of  much,  if  not  all, 
of  its  force.  The  first  ia,  that  the  conclusion  will  not  be 
found,  upon  examination,  to  be  as  unpleasant  as  it  appears 
to  be  upon  a  cursory  view ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
the  chief  agent  of  a  State  Government  will,  without  any 
cause  or  motive,  ovarthrow  the  laws  of  the  people  over  whom 
ho  presides.  Such  an  evil  is  not,  in  the  natural  order  of 
things,  to  be  feared ;  and,  besides,  these  very  laws  have,  in 
all  the  Stales  except  Mississippi,  confided  to  this  very  offi- 
cer the  duty  of  selecting  a  day  for  the  election  in  case  of 
necessity.  If  the  constitution  reposes  this  discretion  in  him, 
too,  the  mere  anticipation  of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  the  power 
cannot  be  received  aa  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the 
fair  construction  of  that  instrument.  The  aecond  reflection 
is,  that  the  constitution  intended  to  provide,  in  all  cases 
where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  for  its  own  perpetuation. 
The  federal  Government  was  meant  to  be  kept  up,  and  so 
far  as  it  springs  from  the  people  instead  of  the  State*,  power 
was  given  to  it  to  preserve  ita  own  existence.  This  House, 
as  a  vital  part  of  that  Government^  was  not  intended  to  be- 
come lapsed  from  a  want  of  power  to  secure  its  continuance. 
I  find  in  the  conatitution,  therefore,  that,  although  the  States 
are  permitted  to  regulate  the  elections  for  members  of  this 
body,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure,  yet  provision  ia  in- 
atantly  made  for  a  defective  execution  of  this  power  in  the 
legislative  brandies,  by  throwing  upon  the  Governors  the 
clear  and  high  responsibility  of  seeing  that  (he  members  of 
this  House  arc  duly  chosen,  in  the  very  clause  which  is  the 
subject  of  all  this  debate ;  and,  lastly,  by  way  of  meeting 
every  conceivable  emergency,  if  the  legislative  and  exec- 
utite  branches  of  a  State  should  both  fail  to  discharge  their 
duty,  an  ultimate  power  is  reserved  to  Congress  to  regulate 
for  itself  the  elections  to  this  Uouae.  Taking  these  differ- 
ent parts,  and  deducing  the  spirit  which  emauates  from 
them  all  conjointly,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  no  va- 
cancy in  this  body  was  "intended  to  be  long  tolerated.  In 
the  physical  world  there  is  no  vacuum.  Nature  is 
» aid  to  abhor  it.  Just  so  in  our  political  system;  those 
who  created  this  artificial  state  of  being  equally  abhorred  a 
vacancy  in  this  House,  and  they  theiefore  imposed  a  pres- 
sure upon  every  point  where  that  pressure  could  tend  to 
fill  it  up.  This  consideration  leads  us  to  the  very  struc- 
ture of  the  Federal  Government,  whether  it  was  meant  to 
be  a  loose  and  disjointed  fabric,  or  one  firmly  knit  togeth- 
er, so  as  to  be  lasting.  This  House  is  bound  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  by  an  indissoluble  tic.  If  any  one 
Slate  chooses  to  loosen  the  knot.  Congress  can  fasten  it 
again.  This  is  the  way  in  which  1  read  the  constitu- 
tion, and  I  shall  uot  be  deterred  from  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion corresponding  with  this  interpretation,  by  a  mis- 
placed fear  that  Governors  of  States  will  rush  madly  from 
their  spheres  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  introduce  confu- 
sion and  disorder.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  to  sustain  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  now  moved  the  previous  question  and 
a  call  of  the  House,  [which  wa<  very  thin,  owing,  aa  was 
supposed,  to  an  interesting  debate  in  another  part  of  the 
Capitol;]  but  his  motion  not  seeming  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
bis  friends,  he  withdrew  it. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  next  took  the  floor,  and 
mentative  speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HASTINGS  followed  in  opposition  to  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  rose  merely  to  respond  to  an  ap- 
peal by  his  colleague,  {Mr.  Likcolr,]  en  the  matter  of 
fact  stated  by  him,  that  it  had  been  the  usage  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  to  reject  votes  for  sny  incorrectness 
of  form.  It  is  trne,  that,  formerly,  it  bad  been  the  custom 
to  reject  votes  for  informalities  of  almost  every  description  ; 
but,  more  recently,  the   decisions   hsd  been  different. 


from  the  provisions  of  law  had 
two  in  Massachusetts ;  but  after  a  very  full  discussion,  not- 
withstanding the  incorrectness  of  form,  the  members, 
whose  seats  were  contested,  were  allowed  to  retain  them. 
The  decisions  were  the  more  striking,  as  the  question  had 
an  important  bearing  on  the  relative  strength  of  uartiee,  and 
politicul  feelings  were  to  some  extent  enlisted,  yet  the  can- 
didates of  the  minority  were  sustained. 

In  the  instance  quoted  by  my  colleague,  that  returns 
of  votes  were  never  counted  unless  received  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  he  is  correct.  But  there  were  several  vari- 
ations from  the  statutes,  which  were  considered  matters  of 
form,  and,  although  important,  were  not  sufficiently  so  to 
destroy  the  substantial  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  towns 
in  voting.  The  principle  sustained  waa  this  :  that  when 
the  will  of  the  people  was  clearly  shown,  the  irregularities 
should  be  very  great  to  affect  their  expressed  wishes. 

Mr.  LOO  MIS,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  Speaker, 
and  said  that,  viewing  this  question  as  involving  directly 
instruction  of  the  constitution,  no  apology 
by  one  who  was  called  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  it,  for  assigning  briefly  the  reasons  of  his  opinions. 

In  his  estimation,  tin  conclusion  to  which  the  House 
should  arrive  on  this  question,  however  important  to  the 
individuals  concerned,  and  to  their  State  and  constituents, 
was  still  more  so  as  a  solemn  adjudication  upon  the  very 
important  feature  of  the  constitution  involved  in  it,  and  it 
was  matter  of  deep  and  abiding  interest  that  this  the  first 
decision  upon  it  should  be  correct  in  principle. 

The  constitution  of  these  United  Stales  was  doubtless 
intended,  by  those  who  formed  and  adopted  it,  to  embrace 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  an  original  Government, 
and  of  security  against  dissolution  from  external  causes. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  that  constitution  is,  that  there 
shall  l>c  a  House  of  Representatives  with  certain  prescribed 
powers.  To  secure  the  existence  of  this  chief  repository 
of  legislative  powers,  under  all  circumslsnces,  and  under 
every  contingency,  was  one  of  the  wise  designs  of  thst  in- 
strument 

The  constitution  provides  that  "the  House  of  Repre- 
centalives  shall  I*  composed  of  members  chosen  every  se- 
cond year/'  The  time  of  commencement  of  the  term,  or 
its  termination,  is  no  otherwise  fixed  in  that  instrument. 
The  first  term  of  service  of  the  Representatives,  and  that  of 
the  Executive  and  other  officers  uuder  it,  commenced 
neceasarily  on  the  day  of  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  was  founded  by  it,  and  which  was  on  the 
fourth  dsy  of  March ;  and  from  that  day  to  this,  the  fourth 
of  March,  in  every  aecond  year,  has  been  justly  considered 
as  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  subsequent  Repre- 
sentatives. 

All  parties  here,  I  understand,  concur  in  this  construc- 
tion .  all  also  agree  that  the  Representatives  in  the  S4lh 
Congress  from  Mississippi  went  out  of  office  on  the  third 
day  of  March  last.  From  that  day  the  office  of  Represen- 
tative must  tie  considered  vacant,  unless  it  had  been  filled 
by  a  previoua  election,  of  which  there  is  no  pretence,  until 
an  election  should  be  held  under  the  constitution  to  fill  it. 

By  a  law  of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  the  election  of  Re- 
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tor  this  mode,  as  well  as  Home  I  derth.tp.rt  of  the  constitution  which  give,  power  to  the 
iry  desirable  to  exhibit  to  the  peo-  {  Governor  inefficient  and  inoperative,  if  he  could  not  order 


i  in  Congress  is  to  be  held  "  once  in  every  two 
to  he  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
The  Legislature  of  that  State  bad  not  the  power 
to  change  the  constitutional  term  of  representation  in  Con- 
gress, nor  is  there  any  good  reason  to  suppose  it  hat)  any 
such  design.  It  is  a  part  of  the  policy  of  many  of  the 
Slates  not  to  have  their  Representatives  elected  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  bat  session  of  each  Congress.  There 

Home 

against  it.  It  is  often  very  desirable  to  exhibit  to  the  peo' 
pie  the  entire  political  course  through  a  whole  Congress  of 
a  member  who  is  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  regular  sessions  of  Congress  have  commenced  on 
the  day  named  in  the  constitution,  no  law  naming  a  differ- 
ent day  having  been  adopted  since  the  first  organization  of 
the  Government,  and  this  affords  ample  time  for  canvass- 
of  the  candidates  between  the  expiration  of 
is  on  the  3d  of  Match,  and  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber. The  instances  in  which  extraordinary  sessions  of 
Congress  have  been  called  by  the  President  have  been 
rare,  not  exceeding  two  or  three  since  the  udoption  of  the 
constitution;  snd  no  such  instance  has,  before  this  ses- 
sion, occurred  since  the  admission  of  Mississippi  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  The  time  appointed  by  the  President 
for  the  meeting  of  this  extraordinary  session  was  before  the 
November  election  provided  for  by  the  law  of  that  Slate ; 
and,  unless  a  special  election  could  be  held,  that  State 
I  not  be  represented  at  a  session  of  Congress  called  for 
d,  and  to  which  public  attention 
unueual  interest  and  anxiety. 
The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  under 
circumstances,  i.-nucd  bis  writ  of  election,  reciting  the  call 
of  the  specml  session,  and  that  a  vacancy  had  occurred  by 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  late  members,  and  requir- 
ing a  special  election  to  be  held  in  July,  "to  fill  said  va- 
cancy,'' "  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at 
the  next  regular  session"  in  November.  At  this  special 
election  the  now  sitting  members  were  elected  ;  the  ques- 
tion is  now,  at  their  request,  presented  to  the  House  to  de- 
termine what  is  their  situation — are  they  lawfully  members 
of  this  Houae  1  If  they  are,  do  their  terms  expire  with 
this  session  or  at  the  general  election  in  November,  or  are 
they  members  of  the  entire  twenty-fifth  Congress  t  There 
are  two  sections  of  the  constitution  having  a  bearing  Upon 
this  matter.  Section  4  reads  thus:  "The  times,  places, 
and  m>nnner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  repre- 
sentatives shall  be  prescribed  in  each  Slate  by  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof ;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  Senators."  Some  of  timse  who  oppose  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  committee  insist  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  exercised  this  power 
by  appointing  the  election  to  be  held  in  November,  and 
that  to  permit  the  present  election  to  be  held  valid  would 
be  to  give  to  the  Governor  of  a  State  the  power  to  repeal 
and  sot  at  naught  a  valid  act  of  the  State  Legislators. 

It  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of  the  constitution, 
that  '<  when  vacancies  happen  in  ihe  representation  from 
sny  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

It  is  also  said  by  some  of  the  opponents  of  the  resolution 
that  the  vacancy  in  question  was  not  such  a  one  as  is  men- 
tioned in  this  clause  of  the  constitution ;  that  it  did  not 
"happen ;"  that  the  word  "  happen"  implies  some  death, 
accident,  or  casualty,  and  does  not  cover  the  rase  of  an 
omission  by  the  Lt  eirlntuie  to  provide  by  law  for  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  'differ  from  those 

The  Gov. 


in  the  case  defined  for  each  in  the  constitution, 
strument  declared  that  Representatives  should  lie  elected  ; 
it  authorised  the  Legislature  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
the  election;  it  also  authorized  the  Governor  to  act,  to 
cause  an  election  to  bo  held  in  vase  a  vacancy  happened. 
It  is  a  sound  and  well-established  rule,  that  every  law  and 
every  instrument  must  be  so  construed,  if  practicable,  as 
to  make  all  its  parts  effectual  and  operative.    It  would  i 


ed  directly  from  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 
Neither  was  paramount  to  the  other ;  neither  could  control 
the  other,  or  in  any  manner  exercise  its  " 


an  election,  in  case  of  u  vacancy,  at  another  time  than  the 
general  election  provided  by  law;  no  special  election  could 
even  be  held  by  his  order  if  that  construction  were  to  pre- 
vail ;  if  a  vacancy  by  death  should  happen,  it  could  not  be 
tilled,  if  this  view  be  right,  until  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
State  lew  should  arrive,  because  the  Legislature  alone  is 
authorized  to  fix  the  time  and  place. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  this  construction  cannot 
be  sustained  ;  it  would  render  alwolutcly  nugatory  the  part 
which  gives  power  to  the  Governor  to-  cause  a  vacancy  to 
be  filled.  That  clause  is  equally  valid  with  the  other,  sod 
both  must  be  construed  so  as  to  give  effect  to  each.  It  is 
said  this  construction  gives  to  the  Governor  of  that  State 
the  right  to  order  an  election  immediately  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  terra  on  3d  of  March  in  every  case,  whether  it 
be  made  necessary  by  a  coll  of  a  spccisl  session  of  Con- 
cress  or  not  Be  it  so.  I  admit,  nay,  I  maintain,  that  the 
Governor  might  do  this  as  a  matter  of  abstract  constitu- 
tional right;  but,  at  the  same  lime,  I  soy  it  would  be  very 
indiscreet,  and  even  an  abuse  of  power  in  him,  to  put  the 
people  of  the  State  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a  special 
election,  which  was  wholly  unnecessary.  Doubtless  there 
are  many  unwise  things  which  a  State  Executive  might 
constitutionally  do;  but  there  ie  no  danger  of  such  palpa- 
ble and  useless  abuses  ;  the  people  and  the  Legislature,  in 
appointing  the  time  for  election  to  be  held  in  November, 
chose,  for  the  Rood  reasons  I  have  before  mentioned,  to 
entrust  to  the  Executive  the  doty  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  special  elections  when  rendered  necessary,  and 
they  justly  concluded  that  no  individual  of  sufficient  char- 
acter to  attain  that  station  would  ever  be  guilty  of  the  folly, 
though  he  might  have  the  power  to  order  a  special  election, 
when  the  general  election  appointed  by  law  would  arrive 
before  iho  officers  to  be  elected  could  act. 

A  new  position  was  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  8 la n ft.]  He  conceded  that,  by  the  fair  con- 
struction of  the  language,  a  vacancy  bad  happened,  but 
that  it  was  a  limited  vacancy,  which  expired  at  the  I 
appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  election.  That  the  < 
cy  being  so  limited,  the  election  was  to  fill  tbe  vacancy 
only,  and,  consequently,  that  members  of  that  State  were 
properly  entitled  to  seats  until  November,  and  then  their 
oflice  expired.  This  would  directly  violate  the  constitu- 
tion ;  it  would  be  limiting  the  term  of  members  on  this 
floor  to  a  shorter  period  than  that  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution ;  it  would  give  us  two  sets  of  members  for  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress.  If  it  was  competent  for  tbe  State 
authorities,  either  unitedly  or  separately,  to  cause  two  sets 
of  Representatives  to  hold  seats  successively  in  the  twenty  - 
fifth  Congress,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  tbem  from 
making  the  office  annuel,  or  having  a  new  set  at  each 

session. 

The  only  reasonable  inference  is,  thai  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  designed  to  have  members  of  Congress  elected 
under  tbe  Governor's  writ  of  election,  instead  of  at  their 
general  election,  whenever  the  exigency  demanded  such  a 
course. 

But,  sir,  the  strong  ground  relied  on  by  most  of  those 
who  oppose  this  resolution  is  involved  in  the  use  of  the 
word  "happen''  in  this  clause  of  the  constitution.    I  > 
that  this  word  is  limited  lo  the 

it.    Sir,  ihe  word" 
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upon  the  concurrence  of  two  events — whether  those  events 
are  casual,  or  caused  each  by  volition,  or  by  natural  law* 
Thus:  this  social  session  happened  to  be  called  between 
the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  last  Congress  and  the 
lime  appointed  by  law  for  a  new  election,  and  hence  a  va- 
cancy hap|>enecl.  But  I  will  not  go  into  the  matter  of  the 
philological  meaning  of  this  expression,  for  the  reason  that 
it  has  been  very  fully  and  ably  discussed. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  HowabhJ  ha*  re- 
ferred the  House  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at 
which  the  constitution  was  formed ;  it  was  there  need  pre- 
cisely as  if  it  had  been  when  there  shall  be  a  vacancy.  As 
this  clause  was  originally  adopted,  it  was  in  a  form  some- 
what more  diffuse,  and  the  words  "  in  which  such  vacan- 
cy shall  happen''  were  need  at  the  last  end  of  the  sentence, 
to  express  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  first  part  of  the  same 
sentence  by  the  word  •<  vacancy,"  without  the  conjunction 
of  the  word  "happen."  After  the  constitution  had  been 
adopted  in  detail,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the 
language  ami  arrangement 'of  it,  and  report  it,  to  convey 
the  same  ideas  as  intended  by  the  draught.  That  commit- 
tee abridged  this  clause  by  changing  the  phraseology  so  as 
to  use  the  word  vacancy  but  once  in  it ;  and,  in  that  way, 
the  word  happen  came  by  transposition  from  the  last  part 
of  the  write i ice,  and  was  placed  by  the  side  of  the  word 
vncancy,  in  the  first  part,  evidently  without  intending  to 
change  the  sense.  Is  not  this  conclusive  as  to  the  fair  con- 
struction of  those  words  ?  Bat,  sir,  we  have,  in  addition 
to  this,  the  testimony  of  the  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Arams,)  showing  what  has  always 
been  the  construction  given  to  this  word  in  similar  cases 
by  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government.  It  is,  that 
whenever  a  vacancy  exists,  a  vncancy  happen*. 

Mr.  Speaker,  all  party  views  on  this  question  should  be 
entirely  discarded.  It  should  rest  exclusively  on  its  own 
merits;  and  in  that  spirit  I  have  endeavored  to  view  it.  In 
my  mind  there  remains  not  a  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  and 
to  roe  it  appears  moat  clearly  that  those  gentlemen  are  duly 
elected  members  of  the  25th  Congress,  and  that  their 
term,  as  such  members,  cannot  expire  before  the  constitu- 
tional limit  I  cannot  but  anticipate  that  I  am  on  tbia 
subject  with  a  large  majority  of  mis  House  of  both  political 
pa  i  ties. 

[  The  hour  of  recess  srriving,  the  Houuc  separated  until 
4  P.  M.  without  taking  any  question.] 

Etejixo  Session. 
MISSISSIPPI  ELECTION. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elecli 

Mr.  LOOMI8 
given  entire 

Mr.  ADAMS  then 
Mantiuliy  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  Differing  essentially  in  opinion  as  I  do 
from  that  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
and  from  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  with  regard  to  the  limitation  in  the  writ  of  elec- 
tion, I  am  constrained  again,  though  very  unwillingly,  to 
address  the  House  on  this  question.  Not  on  the  question 
whether  a  vacancy  had  happened  in  the  representation  of 
the  people  of  Missuwippi  in  this  House,  because  upon  that 
point  you  have  understood,  from  the  observations  which  I 
submitted  to  the  House  this  morning,  my  opinions  concur 
with  those  contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  But 
the  question  affecting  the  right  of  the  member*  from  Missis- 
sippi to  seats  on  this  floor,  is  not  whether  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  the  State  had  happened,  hut  what  the  va- 
cancy was,  and  how  that  vacancy  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  the  vacancy  was  of  two  seats  in  this  House  of  mem- 
bers from  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  for  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
of  the  United  States,  which  twenty 


the  Chair 


commenced  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  continue  till 
the  4th  of  March,  1889.  That  is  the  36th  Congress  of 
the  United  8tates,  and  that  was  the  vacancy  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi;  and 
so  it  is  understood  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  who  have  repotted  the  resolution,  that  Messrs. 
Claiboiixk  and  Guoi.so*  have  beeu  duly  elected  members 
of  the  25th  Congrrss. 

But  have  they  been  so  elected  1  The  constitution  of 
the  Lnited  .States  provide*  that  "the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  second 
year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States."  The  term  for 
which  they  arc  chosen  is  two  years. 

The  constitution  further  provides,  that  the  limes,  place*, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Repie- 
aeutatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  Stale  by  the  Legisla- 
ture thereof;  but  the  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law, 
moke  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of 
choosing  'Senators. 

And  the  constitution  further  provides,  that  when  vacan- 
cies happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  the  Ex- 
ecutive authority  thereof  shall  issue  writ*  oi  election  to  fill 
such  vacancies. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  had,  by  an 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1683,  (so  much  of  which  a*  re- 
late*  to  the  subject  Itefore  the  House  is  inserted  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  •  ' 
elections  for  members  < 
ernor,  members 

held  biennially,  and  particularly  that  the  Representatives  to 
Congress  from  that  State  ahoutd  be  elected  onee  in  every 
two  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember, in  the  year  1838.  Such  is  the  standing  law  of  the 
State,  and  in  enacting  it  the  Legislature  appear  not  to 

rep- 


ieci  t»eJore  tne  Mouse  is  inserted  in  me  re- 
nmittee  of  Elections,)  prescribed  that  the 
ruber*  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of  the  Gov- 
of  the  Legislature,  and  others,  should  be 


aware  that  it  left  the  Stale  wholly 
i  in  this  Hall,  from  the  commencement  of 
Congress  on  the  4th  of  March,  till  late  in  November  of 
every  first  Congressional  year;  ami  the  consequence  is, 
and  must  be,  that  whenever  Congress  shall  meet,  whether 
by  virtoe  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  by  special  call 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  interval 
Iwtwecn  the  4th  of  March,  the  djywhen  the  Congress 

the  State  of  Missisnipni  cannot  lawfully  be  represented  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  L  nited  States. 

The  vacancy  is  created,  not  as  the  writ  of  election  issued 
by  Governor  Lynch  avers,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service  of  the  members  of  a  former  Congress,  but  by  the 
law  of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  of  members  to  a 
Congress  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March  till  the  sub- 
sequent  November. 

The  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  law  of  the  .State  is  a 
vacancy  which  the  Executive  of  a  Stale  cannot  supply.  U 
is  not  within  the  purview  of  the  authority  given  him  to 
supply  vacancies,  for  the  following  reasons :  First,  because 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  of  the  State  itself,  which 
prescribes  that  the  election  shall  Iks  held  once  in  every  two 
yean,  in  November,  and  consequently  prohibiting  its  being 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Secondly,  because  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  that  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  year. 
And,  thirdly,  because  it  would  change  the  tenure  of  the 
term  of  office,  prescribed  by  the  constitution  to  be  for  two 
years,  into  a  tenure  of  two  sets  of  members  from  the  same 
Mtate  ;  one  for  a  single  session  or  part  of  a  session,  and  the 
other  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  two  years. 

But  if  the  Governor  of  the  State  cannot  supply  the  va- 
cancy, thus  created  by  the  law  of  the  8tate,  for  the  inter- 
val of  time  between  the  4th  of  March  and  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  still  leas  can  he,  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
law  of  the  Bute,  supply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  term  of  two 
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years.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  thinks  be  could, 
and  that  hhi  writ  of  election,  instead  of  authorising  it  to  be 
held  for  a  choice  of  mem  hers  to  sit  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  election  in  November, 
should  hare  directed  it  to  be  held  for  members  of  the  twen- 
ty-fifth Congress.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions stows  the  opinion  that  the  Governor,  by  introducing 
into  his  writ  of  election  the  restriction  upon  the  terms  of 
service  of  the  members  to  be  chosen,  transcended  his  pow- 
ers. The  report  says  that  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was 
almost  unanimous  that  the  writ  wss  perfect  in  itself  with- 
out the  restricting  clause ;  that  its  being  there  does  not  in- 
validate the  election  held  under  it,  but  that  it  may  fairly  be 
rejected  as  surplusege.  They,  accordingly,  reject  it  as  sur- 
piusage,  and  present  to  the  House  a  resolution  thnt  Messrs. 
Claibobvx  and  Gbolboh  have  been  duly  elected  members 
of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress.  _ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  never  been  a  tenacious  adherent  to 
the  disorganizing  doctrine  of  8tate  rights.  But  conversant 
as  I  have  been  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
from  its  origin ;  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  all  the  con- 
troversies which  attended  its  progress  from  tho  17th  of 
September,  1787,  when  it  was  presented  by  the  convention  I 
ai  Philadelphia  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  till  its  final 
adoption  by  the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
Slates  of  the  Confederacy— equally  familiar  with  all  the 
Hulmequent  controversies  and  collisions  of  power  between 
the  General  and  8 Isle  Governments,  as  well  as  between 
the  several  departments  of  this  Government— swom  as  I 
hsve  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  that  of  my  native  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  profoundly  responsible  as  1  hold,  and 
ever  have  held,  myself  to  a  tribunal  far  beyond  this  visible 
diurnal  sphere,  for  the  faithful  observance  of  those  oaths, 
I  have  invariably  considered  the  Government  of  thia  our 
common  country  as  consisting  of  two  distinct,  separate, 
independent,  but  interwoven  authorities,  both  limited — 
each  sovereign  within  its  appropriate  sphere — each  lawfully 
powerless  to  encroach  upon  the  appropriate  functions  of 
the  other ;  and  of  all  the  errors  which  hslf  a  century  of 
national  existence  has  brought  forth  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  our  country,  the  doctrine  of  nullification  is,  in 
my  judgment,  the  greatest  and  the  most  pernicious.  And 
next  to  that  is  the  doctrine  of  nullification,  by  the  Execu- 
tive, of  the  acts  of  the  legislative  power — I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  law — I  do  not 
mean  by  the  constitutional  control  given  to  Congress  over 
certain  acts  of  8tate  legislation— but  I  mean  the  annul- 
ment, by  a  State  law,  of  an  act  of  Congress,  or  the  annul- 
ment of  a  State  law  by  an  Executive  proclamation,  or  by 
any  department  of  the  General  Government,  except  as  au- 
thorized by  the  constitution. 

Now,  sir,  it  sppears  to  me  that  both  these  errors  are  in- 
volved in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  near  me 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Loom  is,]  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  in  the  resolution  with  which  it 
closes,  that  Messrs.  Claibobkb  and  Grolsox  have  been 
duly  elected  members  of  the  2ftth  Congress.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  thinks  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Mi&tissippi  reprehensible  for  limiting  in  his  writ  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  to  a  term  to  be  superseded  by  members 
to  be  chosen  at  the  general  election  in  November,  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  the  State.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  considers  tho  Governor  as  having,  by 
inserting  the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers.  They 
reject  the  restriction  as  surplusage !  * 

Sir,  it  was  the  standing  law  of  the  State.  The  law  of 
the  8tate  surplusage!  The  Governor  of  the  State,  by 
conforming  his  writ  to  the  law  of  the  State,  transcended 
his  powers  !  Why,  what  would  he  have  done  if  he  had 
umitted  the  restriction  from  hie  writ!    He  would  have 


have  been  a  transcending  of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance  I 
Sir,  there  has  been  a  time,  in  the  land  of  our  fathers,  when 
the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly  crowned  head  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  land  by  proclamation  conducted  the  royal 
nullifier  to  the  block.  As  n  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  be  ready  to  invest  the  Governor  of  a  State  with  a 
dispensing  power  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  8tato  by  proc- 
lamation. As  devoted  and  ardent  supporters  of  State 
rights,  T  should  hardly  have  expected  from  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  a  charge  against  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  transcending  his  powers  by 
strict  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  State ;  and  still  less  can 
I  think  that  this  House  will  adopt  a  resolution  equivalent 
to  the  appointment  by  this  House  of  members  to  represent 
the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  from  tho  close  of  the 
present  session  to  the  end  of  the  Sfith  Congress.  For  this, 
and  nothing  less  than  this,  will  be  the  effect  of  adopting 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gentlemen,  as 
stated  by  themselves,  they  were  elected  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  su- 
perseded by  members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  8 tale 
election  in  November.  Yet  the  resolution,  reported  by  the 
committee,  declares  that  they  shall  represent  the  people  of 
that  8tate  during  the  whole  of  the  36th  Congress.  The 
people  of  the  Stale  elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  is  to  constitute  them  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Mississippi  from  the  close  of  this 
session  tilt  the  4th  of  March,  1 839. 

8ir,  it  Is  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the  election  of 
the  two  members  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  a  term, 
to  be  superseded  by  others  to  be  elected  next  November, 
was  unconstitutional ;  that  no  such  election  could  be  held, 
because  it  is  in  direct  collision  with  that  provision  of  tho 
constitution  of  the  United  States  which  prescribes  that  the 
members  of  this  House  shall  be  chosen  every  other  year. 
But  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  the  election, 
being  entrusted  by  the  constitution  to  the  8tate  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Legislature  having  provided  only  for  an 
election  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and  that  in  the  month 
of  November,  after  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  the 
Congress  for  which  they  are  elected,  there  was  no  author- 
ity in  the  State  competent  to  ordain  an  election  for  a  single 
session  of  Congress,  or  for  a  term  short  of  two  years,  from 
the  4th  of  March,  1837.  The  election  was,  therefore,  null 
and  void.  It  was  not  an  election  for  a  single  session,  or 
until  November,  because  tha  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  admits  of  no  such  election.  It  was  not  an  election 
for  the  whole  Congress,  because  the  law  of  the  State  re- 
quired that  another  election  for  that  purpose  should  be  In  Id 
in  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issued  by  the  Gover- 
nor, in  exact  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  Slate,  expressly 
restricted  the  term  of  service  to  the  interval  till  the  regular 
election  in  November.  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the 
restriction  in  the  writ,  he  had  none  to  issue  the  writ  itself. 
If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the  whole  Congress,  the 
law  of  the  8tate  had  prescribed  that  it  should  be  held  in 
November,  and  it  could  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  was  in  the  law  of  the  State,  fixing 
the  time  for  the  election  of  the  State's  members  in  this 
House  nine  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  Con- 
gress itself.  The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  compe- 
tent either  to  repeal  this  law  or  to  supply  its  defect.  He 
assumed  authority  to  supply  its  defect ;  and  the  report  of  tha 
Committee  of  Elections,  while  charging  him  with  trans- 
cending his  powers  in  this  assumption,  concedes  to  him 
tho  power  which  ho  did  not  assume,  of  annulling  the  law 
of  the  State,  assumes  (hat  he  has  annulled  it,  and  stretches 
the  election,  avowedly  authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of 
three  months,  into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 
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If  the  House  should  adopt  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Election*,  we  are  yet  to  sec  how  it  will  bo 
taken  by  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi.  Their 
law  requires  that  the  election  of  members  to  represent  them 
in  this  House  for  the  present  Congress  should  be  held  next 
November.  That  law  this  House  cannot  set  aside.  The 
election  must  and  will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  same  members  will  lie  again  returned.  Although  I 
hold  that  the  election  by  which  they  now  occupy  their  seats 
was  irregular,  null,  and  void,  I  have  been  content  that  they 
•hould  hold  the  seats,  and  wish  they  may  continue  to  hold 
them  till  the  close  of  the  session  ;  because,  however  irregu- 
lar the  election  may  have  been,  they  were  actually  chosen 
by  large  majorities  of  the  people,  and  there  is  no  compari- 
son in  point  of  magnitude  between  tho  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  election,  and  the  great  evil  of  depriving  the 
people  of  a  whole  8tate  of  their  representation  in  this 
House,  when  they  have  actually  signified  their  pleasure  by 
whom  they  choose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the  decision  of  tho 
question ;  but  I  should  then  vole  for  the  resolution  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The  regular 
election  would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi ;  and  as  there  is  no  reason  for  expecting 
that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  have,  since  last 
August,  transferred  their  preferences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be  chosen 
again. 

But  it  ia  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
Stale  of  Mississippi  will,  by  a  suitable  modification  nf  their 
election  law,  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  this  defect  in 
their  representation  in  this  House,  which  must  otherwise 
return  whenever  a  session  intervenes  between  the  fourth  of 
March  and  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  every  alter- 
nate year.  Other  States  are  in  the  same  situation.  Eight 
or  ten  have  been  obliged  to  hold  their  elections  since  the 
special  call  for  the  present  session  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  constitution  no  doubt  authorizes 
Congress  by  law  to  alter  the  lime  of  holding  the  election, 
as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  Stale ;  but  there  never  yet 
has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exercising  this  power  by  Con- 
gress ;  nor  should  it,  without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is 
a  still  more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which  is  now 
proposed ;  an  assumption  of  illegal  power  by  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  and  the  nullification  of  a  Stole  law  by  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  that  there  might  be  a  call 
of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  roll  was  called  ; 
when  105  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  all  further  proceedings 

Sthc  call  be  dispensed  with ;  and,  with  a  view  of  afford- 
g  the  absent  members  time  to  resume  their  seats,  asked 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  his  motion ;  which  being  ordered, 
resulted:  Teas  137,  nays  61.  So  all  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  that,  as  there  was 
a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gentlemen  from  Mississippi  had 
been  elected  for  the  present  session  only,  or  the  whole  Con- 
gress, he  thought  it  would  be  the  belter  plan  to  lay  the 
wholo  subject  on  the  table,  and  thus  afford  time  for  them 
to  return  and  be  re  elected.  With  that  view,  he  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  with  the 
amendment  thereto,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  lhat  ques- 
tion he  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  FILLMORE,  who  hoped  the  subject  would, 
not  be  thus  disposed  of,  as  it  would  leave  the  people  of 
Mississippi  in  doubt. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  resulted  :  Yeas  70,  nays 
145,  as  follows : 
Yi as— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  John  W.  Allen, 


Avcrigg,  Bell,  Bond,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell, 
Win.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Child*,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies, 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Eluioro,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing, 
Goode,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves,  GrennelL  Hall,  Habted, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Calvary  Morris, 
Ogle,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Rhlgwav,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Slade,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Elisha  Whiule- 
aey.  Lewis  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke-70. 

Nats — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ather- 
ton,  Realty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Brigjrs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Combreleng,  John  Campbell, 
T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cillcy,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwarda,  Farring- 
ton,  Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  1.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gal- 
lup, Rica  Garland,  Glascock,  J.  Graham,  Grant,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holscy,  Holl,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Robert 
M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgoie,  Kling- 
en&milh,  Lcadbelter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis, 
Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McCIellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Mencfee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  S.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noyes,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Pannenter,  Patterson,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumcr,  Potter, 
Pralt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Robert- 
son, Rumsey,  Sheffer,  Charles  Shepard,  8hielda,  Sheplor, 
Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  8icwart,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Under- 
wood, Vail,  Vandcrvcer,  Wegener,  Weeks,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams  J.  W. 
Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Worthington, 
Yell- 145. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  then  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded  I  Yeas  105,  nays  81  ,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  wis  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and 
Gholson  were  entitled  to  their  seats  ;  which  were  ordered, 
and  were:  Yeas  118,  nay  a  101,  aa  follows: 

Ybas — Mes»rs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Beatty, 
Bierne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  John 
Campbell,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cil- 
lcy, Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  K I  more, 
Farringlon,  Fairfield,  I*aac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Glascock,  William  Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Hol- 
aey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kcm- 
ble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilb,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  May, 
R.  McCIellan,  A.  McCIellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Payn- 
ter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumcr,  Poller,  Pratf, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhelt,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Shep- 
lor, Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  8tewart,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail,  Vandcrvcer,  Wogcner, 
Webster,  Weeks,  A.  8.  White,  T.  T.  Whitllesey,  Jared 
W.  Williams,  Wotthington— 1 18. 
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Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Alien,  Jobn  W. 
AUen,*  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Bund,  Borden,  Brigjjs,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Cslboon,  Win.  B.  Compbell,  Wm.  B.  Car- 
tar,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Child*,  Clownoy,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Daw- 
son, Davies,  Doberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewinpr.  K.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland.  Goode,  Graves, 
Orennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hast- 
ings, Hiwes,  Henry,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loornis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
Hamson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Noycs,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
P  niton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumeey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Towns,  Underwood,  J. 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  I..  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke-lOI. 

So  Messrs.  (ji  ho  I  son  and  Claiborne  were  declared  to  hare 
been  duly  elected  members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to 
their  seats  on  this  floor. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


W sow* scat,  OeToean  4. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Alter  transacting  some  preliminary  burines*,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution, 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
25th  instant,  it  being  the  business  next  in  order : 

Aeso/cv/,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank . 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise  to 
amend  the  resolution,  t»y  adJing  thereto,  41  at  this  time. 
And  be  it  lurther  resolved,  that  it  wiU  be  expedient  to  es- 
tablish a  national  bank  whenever  there  is  a  clear  manifes- 
tation of  public  sentiment  in  hrvor  of  such  a  measure." 

Mr.  SERGEANT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  pro- 
ceeded with  his  remarks  for  a  few  minutes,  when  he 
moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMBKELENU  said  he  was  very  sorry  this  no- 

HtTmuit  L^senwbl. .Urn!" if to' routine* now  made'prt 
vailed,  it  would  have  the  effect  to  make  a  final  dispo- 
sition  of  the  question  now  l>eforc  the  House.  The  Cotn- 
mittec  of  Wayi  and  Mean*  felt  hound  to  present  this  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  in  the  form  they  did,  in  conso- 
iob  of  the  memorials  referred  to  them  by  the  Hou«o, 
for  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  In  pro- 
it,  however,  they  did  not  anticipate  a  lengthy  dis- 
lon.  It  was  supposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Menus,  that  the  nation  desired  to  know  what  course  this 
House  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress  intended  pursu- 
ing on  this  question  ;  and  they  had  submitted  this  resolu- 
tion in  order  that  gentlemen  might  be  brought  to  a  direct 
vote,  and  either  adopt  or  reject  the  resolution.  It  was  in- 
troduced because  the  subject  hail  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  they  considered  it  proper 
that  the  nation  should  understand  what  course  they  in- 
tended to  pursue  on  this  all-important  question.  He  hoped 
that  the  motion  to  commit  would  not  prevail,  as  there  was 
not  time  to  discuss  it  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  if  there  had  not  been  referred  to  that 
committee  several  petitions  and  memorial*  from  various 
sections  of  the  country,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  *aid  that  there  had  been  many 
The  resolution 
with  reference  to 
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Mr.  ADAMS  would  further  as 
been  read  in  committee  I 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  there  had  been  thirty 
or  forty  of  those  memorials  referred  to  that  committee, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed— and  it  would  be  strange  if 
some  of  them  bad  not  been  read  by  members  of  the  com] 
mittee.  s 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood,  from  the  ambiguous 
reply  of  the  ucniletnan  from  New  York,  that  the  memori- 
als in  question  had  not  been  read  in  the  committee  to 
which  they  had  been  referred. 

[After  a  short  pause,  and  no  reply  to  this  suggestion 
following  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,] 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  What  stole  of  facts,  he  would 
aide,  is  here  disclosed  1  Numerous  petitions  come  up  to 
this  House,  from  the  people  of  the  United  Slates ;  by  this 
House  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*,  and 
ihey  are  not  even  read  by  that  committee !  But  a  reso- 
lution is  returned  to  as,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish 
a  national  bank  !  Mr.  A.  would  signalize  this  a*  another 
strong  instance  of  the  treatment  received  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  at  the  bands  of  this  House.  What  right,  he 
would  demand,  what  pretence,  had  the  Committee  of 
W  ays  and  Means,  to  tell  this  House,  until  they  had  read 
and  carefully  considered  these  petitions  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  grant  their  prayer?  Here  is  a  resolution,  pre- 
sented to  us,  predetermined  on,  without  hearing  the  peo- 
ple, without  condescending  to  read  their  petition*,  even  in 
committee.  Why  is  it  that  the  time  of  the  House  is  to  bo 
wasted  at  this  special  session,  called  lor  extraordinary  and 
peculiar  purposes,  to  the  consideration,  exclusively,  of 
which  the  House,  by  solemn  vote,  have  restricted  them- 
selves, in  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  mere  expediency  ? 
Why  did  not  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  well 
report  against  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  war  in 
Florida,  when  already  Jhe  blood  of  our  countrymen  haa 
been  poured  out  like  water,  in  the  vain  pursuit  of  a  few 
wretched  savages,  who  could  not  be  found !  Why  did 
not  that  committee  report  that  it  was  inexpedient,  at  this 
time,  to  make  a  debt  of  millions,  with  a  full  Treasury  1 
And  there  are  many  other  matters,  legislation  upon  which 
may  be  mid  to  he  equally  «« inexpedient"  Why  not 
.nakc  these  the  subjects  of  a  report  ? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  whether  the  establishment  of  a  nation- 
al bank  is  expedient  or  inexpedient,  is  now  a  very  idle 
question,  in  the  agitation  of  which  to  occupy  the  time  of 
this  Houae.  Had  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  upon  these  memorials,  been,  simply,  thai  this 
House,  or  a  majority  of  it,  and  that  committee,  had  pre- 
d ended  that  the  granting  of  their  prayer  was  inexi 
and  that  it  should  not  be  granted, 
been  more  consonant  with  reason  and  the  facts.  Why,  sir, 
said  Mr.  A.,  what  reason  is  given  by  the  committee  for 
their  report  1  Why  is  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank  less  expedient  now  than  at  any  other  time  !  Why 
did  they  not  bring  in  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  inex- 
pedient even  to  pass  a  law  establishing  such  an  institution 
to  the  end  of  all  time  1  Why  not  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  well  as  this,  and  equally  insist  on  members 
"  toeing  the  mark,"  as  the  chairman  of  Wnys  and  Means 
took  occasion  to  request  me  to  do  !  Sir,  this  would  Iw  us 
reasonable,  a  proposition  as  the  other.  Docs  that  gentle- 
raan  [Mr.  Cam  bxklkxo]  imagine  that  his  power  in  this 
House  is  to  last  forever  ?  Sir,  I  acknowledge  his  power 
hers  is  very  great,  at  present—but  when  he  calls  upon  me 
to  "  toe  the  mark,"  I  may  be  excused  for  refusing  to  do  so, 
as  his  "  mark"  is  not  a  straight  one ;  it  is  too  much  like 
what  wo  Yankees  call  a  Virginia  fence.  I  do  not  hike  his 
"  mark,"  sir,  it  is  too  crooked ;  and  he  cannot  expect  roe 
to  "  toe"  it  until  he  baa  learned  to  draw  it  straight !  This 
is  not  the  time  for  those  who  arc  friendly  to  a  i 
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bank,  air,  to  bring  forward  a  proposition  to  that  effect,  and 
they  will  not  probably  permit  aoch  an  tame  to  be  prema- 
turely made  up  for  them  on  this  door. 

8ir,  continoed  Mr.  Adahi,  I  complain  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  complain  to  the  country,  or,  that  he 
is  wasting  the  time  of  this  House  (which,  when  it  suits  his 
pleasure,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  detaining  here  till  after  mid- 
night) in  the  discussion  of  the  most  frivolous  resolution 
ever  presented  in  any  legislative  body.  If  we  are  here  to 
discus*  what  is  inexpedient,  every  body  hero  may  bring 
forward  a  resolution  of  the  kind,  and,  instead  of  adjourn- 
ing on  the  16th  instant,  we  may  remain  here,  discussing 
vhat  we  wiil  not  do,  until  the  Christmas  of  next  year. 
Now,  sir,  the  people  who  sent  us  here  want  to  know,  not 
what  we  will  not,  but  what  we  will  do ;  and  this  last,  I 
am  afraid,  they  will  know  far  too  soon  for  their  interests. 

Mr.  Adam  s  then  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  views 
or  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SsnexAirr,]  who  had 
moved  to  refer  the  resolution  under  consideration  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  it  is  to  be  debated,  that  is 
undoubtedly  the  proper  course  for  it  to  take.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMBaxLise]  would  bethink 
himself  of  it,  this  is  not  a  question  on  which  there  is  not 
something  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  Mr.  A  daks  conclud- 
ed by  seying,  however,  that,  he  preferred  that  the  discus- 
sjon  should  not  be  continued,  at  this  session,  by  reason  of 
the  entire  absence  of  all  necessity  that  any  legislation  of 
the  kind  should  now  be  had ;  and  be  move<l  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBUELEIS'G  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
make  this  motion,  which  cut  off  all  reply,  after  making 
such  an  attack  upon  bim  aa  he  had  mat 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  will  withdraw  the 
tlcman  will  renew  it  when  he  has  done. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  certainly  could  not  do  this. 

Mr.  ADAMH.  Weil,  then,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
unconditionally,  so  the  gentleman  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,]  with  his  accustomed  courtesy, 
had  been  kind  enongfa  to  speak  of  his  (Mr.  C's)  "  zig-zag" 
course.  He  little  expected  the  gentlemun  to  make  that 
charge.  Mr.  C.  thought  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  not  have  al- 
luded to  a  point  which  was  so  very  tender  to  some  gen- 
tlemen, perhaps  on  both  sides.  The  genUemnn,  contin- 
ued Mr.  C,  has  alluded  to  my  "  tig-xag"  course,  and 
said  that  I  did  not  walk  in  •  straight  line.  8ir,  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  House  for  seventeen  years,  and  be- 
fore I  was  a  member  I  was  an  advocate  of  the  broadest 
doctrines  of  free  trade,  and  of  those  doctrines  set  forth  at 
large  in  the  message  uf  the  President ;  doctrines  which  the 
South  have  uniformly  sustained  and  supported.  I  haw 
been  obliged,  sir,  from  necessity,  to  make  this  brief  allu- 
sion to  my  own  course,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordi- 
nary attack  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Sir,  it  is  perfectly  well  known,  at  least  to  some  mem- 
bers, that,  upon  this  bank  question—upon  the  tariff  ques- 
tion— and  upon  the  interference  uf  this  Federal  Govern- 
ment, or  Bute  Legislatures,  with  the  affairs  of  trade  and 
money,  I  have  been  uniform  and  consistent,  and,  after  sev- 
enteen years,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  myself  surround- 
ed by  gentlemen  from  every  part  of  the  Union  advocating 
the  same  doctrines  I  advocated  before  I  was  a  member  of 
this  House. 

Sir,  in  alluding  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
the  other  day,  I  did  it  in  a  pleasant  manner,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  provoking  an  attack  upon  roc.  The  gen- 
tleman bad  alluded  to  the  proposition  now  submitted  to 
the  nation  and  to  Congress — I  mean  (he  proposition  to  sep- 
arate the  affairs  of  this  Government  and  our  Treasury  from 
all  connexion  with  banks.  In  alluding  to  that  proposi- 
tion, he  had  reference  to  the  published  opinion  of  the  gen- 


tleman, who  doubted  whether  the  President  had  the  courage 
to  propose  it;  and  if  he  had  the  courage  to  do  so,  the  gen- 
tleman left  us  in  some  doubt  whether  he  would  help  him 
out  of  the  difficulty.  - 

Now  I  had  hoped  the  gentleman  would  have  given  us 
his  aid  on  that  bill— end  why  1  Because  I  do  not  think 
the  gentleman  would  vote  for  a  proposition  to  incorporate 
an  association  of  counterfeiters;  Ikjcsusc  I  could  not  sup- 
pose it  possible  that  the  gentleman  could  denounce  all  the 
president*,  cashiers,  and  directors  of  all  the  banks,  and  af- 
terwards come  here  and  vote  for  an  association  of  counter- 
feiters. The  gentleman  told  us  in  that  letter  that  he 
doubted,  aa  well  he  might,  the  expediency  of  employing 
any  bank  of  discount  aa  an  agent  of  the  Government 
Now,  there  is  no  Government  upon  earth  which  employs 
a  bank  of  discount.  Even  the  Bank  of  England  is  not  a 
bank  of  discount,  according  to  its  practice  or  its  organiza- 
tion ;  not  a  bonk  of  commercial  discount  upon  the  plan  of 
bank*  in  this  country.  The  public  moneys  are  not  per- 
mitted to  be  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  to  be  sud- 
denly withdrawn.  Sir,  I  ro*e  merely  to  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  on  these  questions  I  wished  him  to  remove  all 
doubt — to  toe  the  mark  on  the  resolution  against  chartering 
a  national  bank. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  was  somewhat  astonished  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Skeoxaxt,]  after  oc- 
cupying the  time  of  the  House  on  three  different  mornings 
during  the  morning  hour,  should  move  to  commit  the  res- 
olution to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  If  he  could  believe  for  a  moment  that  any  good 
could  result  from  it,  be  would  not  interpose  the  objection 
he  now  made;  but,  so  fsr  as  this  question  was  concerned, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  every  gentleman  had  a  full  and 
fair  opportunity  offered  him  of  making  known  his  views 
to  the  House  and  to  his  constituents,  in  relation  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bills  before  that  committee.  This  being 
the  rase,  he  wan  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
mads  the  motion  after  he  had  finished  hi*  i 
It  was  also,  he  thought,  very 
tie  man  from  Massachusetts  should  have  made  the  motion 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  after  a  similar  motion 
had  been  rejected  by  a  large  majority  of  the  House.  He 
hoped  the  motion  to  commit  might  not  prevail,  because 
we  had  but  some  eight  or  ten  daya  to  determine  on  ail  the 
great  questions  before  the  House*:  snd  the  morning  hour, 
he  took  it,  was  as  much  time  as  could  be  set  apart  special- 
ly for  the  discussion  of  this  resolution.  Gentlemen  could 
discuss  this  question  during  the  morning  hour,  and  those 
who  desired  to  (jive  their  views  on  the  subject  of  a  bank 
at  any  other  time,  could  do  so  on  the  bills  under  discus- 
sion in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  New  York,  animadverted  with  some 
particularity  on  the  charge  adduced  by  Mr.  Adams,  that 
the  numerous  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  United 
States  bank  had  not  been  read  in  committee.  There  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  have  been  read.  Their  < 
tents  were  well  known.  The  country  w 
tbem.  The  contents  of  them  wete  familiar  to  the  nation 
"as  household  words."  He  hoped  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  wasted  their  valuable  lime  in 
rending  them.  The  people  were  well  enough  aware  of  the 
trouble  already  caused  to  the  country  by  the  United  Stales 
Bank,  and  did  not  intend  it  should  again  he  established. 
General  Jackson  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  harpoon  the 
monster,  and — 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  observed  that  the 
question  must  not  now  be  discussed  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  CLARK  regretted  that  he  should  have  transgressed 
the  strict  rules  of  order,  and  would  refrain  from  doing  so. 
He  hoped  that  the  motion  to 
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that  the  gentleman 


Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SaaenHT} 
be  permitted  to  go  on,  a*  he  had  commenced,  and 
bis  remarks  during  the  morning  hoar, 


his 

gentlemen  might  have 
wiih  the  discu»«ion. 

Mr.  IUJBERTSON,  of  W,  aaid  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  brought  forward 
one  of  the  moat  important  question*  that  could  possibly 
have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  ol  Congress. 
Nine  day*  were  yet  left  of  the  session,  and  it  was  proposed 
Co  confine  the  debate  an  that  question  to  a  single  hour  in 
the  morning  of  each  of  those  days.  Now,  did  the  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Cmsruiss]  intend  that  it  should  be  delated, 
or  that  a  vote  should  be  taken  on  it  without  debate  ?  If 
the  former,  then  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  comply 
with  the  motion  of  Mr.  8amoKA»T  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  or  consent  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  or 
to  postpone  it  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WI8E  concurred  with  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Robert- 
son.] What,  a«ked  he,  were  we  called  here  to  doT  To 
consider  und  digest  some  plan  for  ordering  u  system  of 
finance  for  the  country.  There  were  three  conflicting 
i  the  country  and  the  House  tor  this  purpose, 

The  first  was  thai 


of  the  administration,  to  establish  a  sub-Treasury  system  ; 
and  this  measure  is  brought  forward  in  positive  terms,  and 
is  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  considers- 
tion.  The  other  branch  of  the  administration  party,  (call- 
ed the  conservative*,)  to  which,  he  had  been  told,  on  his 
first  coming  here,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Ctsaa,]  who  bad  just  spoken,  belonged,  had  also  pre- 
sented their  scheme,  by  the  hands  of  one  of  their  number, 
[Mr.  J.  Gailakd,]  his  colleague.  This,  too,  was  pre- 
sented in  a  positiiise  form,  and  had  eUo  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  And  now,  Mr.  W.  would 
ask,  why,  in  like  manner,  the  system  of  the  third  party 
there,  net  by  any  nmsns  the  most  inconsiderable  in  point 
either  of  numbers  or  intelligence,  (larger  in  fact  than  either 
of  the  others,  taken  severally,)  why  their  plan  alone  was 
brought  forward  by  its  opponents  in  a  negative  shape,  and 
reported  against  as  "inexpedient  1"  Not  only  now,  but 
forever  "inexpedient  1"  Why,  be  would  ask,  was  that 
plnri  alone  confined  to  the  morning  hour!  Why  were 
not  all  the  plane  taken  together,  reported  together,  or  dis- 
cussed together  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  pre- 
senting ench  a  part  of  the  grand  question  upon  finance 
now  before  the  country  T  The  friends  of  a  national  bank 
were  waiting  for  "the  moving  of  the  waters;"  they  were 
not  ready  to  bring  forward  their  plans  in  a  positive  form ; 
they  had  no  notion  of  standing  up  for  the  purpose  of  being 
knocked  down. 

The  House  has  been  entertained  with  the  old  story  of 
harpooning  the  monster;  and  the  monster,  like  Lazarus  in 
his  grave,  "  not  dead,  but  sleeping,"  was  again  to  be 
brought  to  life,  for  the  purpose  of  once  more  being  killed. 
He  had  already  been  so  often  killed,  that  the  trick  is  at 
too  stale  for  repetition.    This  Mr.  Wise  described  as 


an  attempt  to  raise  a  fallen  issue. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN'G  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
to  enjoy  the  exclusive  privilege  of  speaking  upon  whot  sub- 
jects be  pleased,  under  the  motion  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  perhap>  been  on  the  verge  of  transgressing 
the  rules  of  order :  when  he  should  do  so  in  reality,  he 
should  certainly  be  checked  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WISE  resumed  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  had  opposed  this  resolution,  [Mr.  Sm- 
eiaxT,]  would  certainly  not  have  brought  forward  a  posi- 
tive proposition  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  United 
at  this  session  of  Congress.  It  had  been 
a  negative  form  by  the  committee.  It 


was  a  conflicting  interest,  and  should  be  examined  like  the 
rest;  not  an  hour  a  day  in  the  morning  exclusively. 
What,  he  would  ask,  was  the  object  of  making  such  a  dis- 
position of  the  subject  t  It  was,  to  keep  it  within  the 
power  of  the  party  there,  to  be  disposed  of  as  tbey  should 
at  any  moment  think  fit,  and  in  the  most  summary  mode 
of  execution.  To  hold  up  to  the  country  that  there  wae 
no  hope  to  the  friends  of  a  United  8tates  bank. 

The  SPEAKER  here  reminded  the 
Virginia  that  be  was  not  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  that  it  wa«  perfectly  in  order  to 
ditruse  the  objects  for  which  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  keep  the  question  in 
the  House  without  a  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIR  assented  to  this  proposition,  and 
Mr.  WI8E  proceeded.  The  object  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  is  to  strangle  the  issue,  to  make  the  pretence 
that  the  friends  of  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  struggling  to  attain  that  object  now,  and 
that  they  had  been  overpowered  in  their  attempt  by  a  ma 
jority  here.  It  was  an  instance  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  8lates  had  always  been 
Here,  in  the  House,  the  resolution  cannot  be 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  it  certainly  can,  in  all  its 
bearings.  There  it  could  be  debated  before  the  country, 
and  there  it  could  be  shown  whether  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8iates  could  possibly  compare,  in  monstrosity,  with  the 
project  now  presented  by  the  administration.  There  is  a 
large  and  intelligent  interest  in  this  country  (whether  larger 
than  its  oppose rs  or  not,  it  matters  not)  in  favor  of  the  ea- 
tabliHhment  of  a  notional  bank,  and  they  had  an  equal 
right  (o  be  heard,  candidly,  and  with  the  same  circum- 
stances of  deliberation  aa  the  rest— an  equal  right  to  fair 
play.  If  the  sub-Treasury  plan,  and  the  conservative 
scheme,  have  a  free  discussion  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  of  this  large  and  respectable  interest  has  cer- 
tainly an  equal  right  to  such  discussion,  and  he  trusted  it 
would  have  it. 

Mr.  BYNUM  rose  to  address  the  House,  when 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
which  were  taken  up,  the  House  resolving  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Coavon  in  the  chair.) 

TREASURY  N0TE8. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Corxok  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  "to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Rnr.TT. 

Mr.  DIDDLE  rose  and  said,  that  he  felt  his  position  at 
this  moment  to  be  one  requiring  a  word  of  explanation. 
When,  on  Saturday,  it  was  supposed  the  debate  on  this 
bill  would  be  urged  forward,  gentlemen,  whose  standing  in 
the  House  gave  them  an  undoubted  priority  of  claim  to  the 
floor,  fait  unwilling  to  proceed,  at  the  close  of  an 
ing  week,  and  with  no  opportunity  for  that  arret! 
which  lends  additional  force  to  the  strongest  arguments. 
He  had,  therefore,  agreed,  at  the  moment,  to  present  the 
remarks  he  bad  to  offer,  not  deeming  them  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  held  over  for  a  similar  purpose.  A  motion 
to  adjourn  had  prevailed ;  but  he  now  found  himself,  by 
the  courtesy  of  those  gentlemen,  still  in  the  front  rank,  to 
which  he  had  assuredly  no  claim,  and  which,  without  this 
apology,  it  might  well  be  deemed  presumptuous  on  his  part 
to  occupy. 

Had  he  proceeded  on  Saturday,  the  impulse  of  the  mo- 
ment (Mr.  B.  said)  would  probably  have  led  him  to  ani- 
madvert, st  considerable  length,  on  the  singular  circum- 

l,A  had  been  introduced. 
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eon*,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and,  of  course,  an  Inva- 
of  the  constitutional  privilege*  of  this  Houae.  In- 
of  discussing  a  question  of  such  deep  interest  to  the 
people,  it  had  received  the  go-by  ;  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesne,  on  the  apur  of  the 
moment,  had  hastily  got  up  a  new  bill  ae  a  substitute. 
The  constitutional  objection  was  treated  with  levity.  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  had  remarked  that  the  time 
was  rabidly  approaching  when  members  on  this  floor  would 
be  called  to  order  for  quoting  the  constitution.  If  that 
period  had  not  actually  arrived,  wo  seemed  near  it,  when 
reliance  on  the  conatitution  was  treated  as  a  •«  technical" 
objection,  and  as  a  teasing  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the 
majority.  All  the  mischief  against  which  the  constitution 
intended  to  guard  bad  already  been  done  by  this  prema- 
ture action  of  the  Senate.  To  withdraw,  then,  the  bill, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  discussion,  waa  only  to  snatch  from 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  an  opportunity 
of  formally  protesting  against  an  encroachment  upon  their 
province.  Perhaps,  however,  as  much  good  would  he  ef- 
fected by  the  spectacle  of  that  hasty  withdrawal  OS  by  the 
most  extended  discussion.    The  people  would  not  fail  to 

In  entering  (Mr.  B.  said)  on  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  be  hod  done  so  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
be  drawn  into  no  merely  factious  opposition  to  those  who 
administered  the  Government.  Hut  it  wan  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  enjoyed,  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  any  method  of  pledging  that  credit  in  eon- 
form  will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal 
and  promptitude.  If,  then,  the  administration 
has  resorted  to  a  method  which  ia  most  liable  to  exception ; 
which,  in  its  example,  is  most  dangerous;  wbkh  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  the  least  productive  and  the  most  bur- 
densome ;  which  would  tend  to  disguise  from  the  people 
their  real  condition  and  liabilities,  then  he  felt  not  merely 
at  liberty,  but  bound  to  resist  it,  and  to  turn  the  Govern- 
ment round  to  a  method  direct,  advantageous,  and  unex- 
ceptionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The  late  Pres- 
ident, General  Jackson,  htid  proclaimed  to  the  whole  world 
lh.it  the  bill  before  us  is  unconstitutional,  and,  if  paused, 
will  not  bind  tho  faith  of  the  nation.  In  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hermitage,  23d  of  July,  1837, 
he  soys : 

"  I  hops  no  Treasury  notes  will  he  issued.  The  Treas- 
ury drafts  upon  actual  depositee  arc  constitutional,  and  do 
not  partake  of  paprr  credits  as  Treasury  notes,  which  are 
subject  to  depreciation  by  the  merchants,  and  banks,  and 
shavers,  and  brokers;  and  will  be,  if  issued ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  avoid  it.  Different  must  it  be  with  Treas- 
ury drafts  drawn  upon  actual  depositee  ;  and,  from  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  they  deserve  no  favors 
from  the  Government,  which  they  have  attempted  to  dis- 
grace, and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  home  and  abroad." 

Now,  air,  does  this  hill  profess  to  authorise  drafts  on 
nctual  depositee  in  the  Treasury,  or  notes  to  be  discounted 
by  merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers  1  The  title  is 
"  A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  and 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to  make  the  best 
bargain  they  can  with  these  merchant*,  bunks,  shavers, 
and  brokers,  provided  not  more  than  six  per  eent.  be  al- 
lowed. Dors  any  one  pretend  to  deny  that  they 
the  full  denunciation  of  General  ' 
al  ?  He  holds,  distinctly,  that  the  power  to  borrow 
does  not  embrace  the  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  will  readily  believe  that  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  push  to  an  extreme  my  faith  in  the  ac- 
curacy of  General  Jackson's  opinion!  on  constitutional 
points.  That  is  not  the  question.  le  it  not  undeniable 
that  such  opinions  arc  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence  I    The  chairman 


and  Means  tells  us  that  these  notes  are  to  find  their  resting- 
place  in  London ;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of 
loan  to  the  United  Bates  front  the  detested  Barings.  They 
ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  indisputable  credit  amongst 
those  who  have  been  soured  and  alarmed  at  being  so  long 
held  up  as  persons  whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  happen  to  live  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Atlantic.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  too,  that,  in  discussing  the  probabilities 
of  the  Supreme  Court  declaring  a  certain  charter  unconsti- 
tutional, great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  fact  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  present  judges  hail  been  appointed  by  Get*, 
era!  Jackson.  If  those  judges  should  adopt  his  opinions  in 
the  present  case,  what  u  fraud  is  to  be  practised  on  the  pur- 
chasers of  this  paper  !  These  are  matters  which  cannot 
remain  unknown  in  that  great  mart  of  tho  world,  where 
rival  stocks  are  perpetually  struggling  for  precedence).  Nay, 
sir,  ia  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smithsonian 
bequest,  in  one  of  those  fluctuations  of  mood  to  which  he 
seems  subject,  may  republish,  with  n  preface,  the  letter  of 
General  Jackson  to  Mr.  BUir,  as  he  did  a  certain  other 
letter,  with  a  view  to  shake  public  confidence  in  an  Amer- 
ican stock  ' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  objections  to  this  bill. 

No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  (act,  that  this  ia  the 
commencement  of  a  new  national  debt.  But  it  wears  b 
mask  to  conceal  its  hideous  countenance.  With  what  rap- 
turous jov  did  the  p«ople  hail  their  escape  from  the  former 
load  !  Abundant  gratitude  was  claimed,  on  that  occasion, 
for  General  Jackson ;  though  it  was  the  result  of  measures 
matured  long  before,  and 
by  the  increase 

is  plainly  now  a  trembling  timidity — a  morbid  fear — after 
ao  much  false  boasting,  to  lay  bare  the  fact  that  the  first 
step  of  the  present  administration  is  to  create  a  national 
debt.  Is  it  right,  sir,  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
should  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  mislead  the  people  1  How 
many  of  our  constituents  arc  aware  of  the  true  character 
and  operation  of  this  billl  Is  it  not  proper  that  they  should 
be  instantly  aroused,  so  that,  at  the  polls,  they  may  begin 
at  once  to  exercise  their  right  of  claiming  from  candidates 
a  pledgo  of  rigid  economy  1  How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
off?  Does  any  body  suppose  that  the  present  emission  of 
paper  will  render  more  available  the  notes  of  broken  " 
which  constitute  our  present  resource  !  On  the  « 
it  will  only  cause  their  still  further  depreciation.  You  < 
not  be  able  to  fores  them  even  upon  the  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners and  the  laborers  in  your  service.  They  will  prove 
a  total  loss  to  the  holders,  as  was  the  ea*e  when  the  imper 
tickets  of  irresponsible  individuals  were  superseded  by  the 

Saper  tickets  of  corporations.  Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in 
irect  taxes.  The  necessity  may  be  shuffled  off  by  new 
emissions,  but  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  accumulation. 
Disguise  the  matter  as  you  may,  these  ten  millions  will 
eventually  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  soil.  Unless  the  peo- 
ple are  aroused,  and  take  the  matter  into  their  own  bands, 
the  time  will  speedily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  prepar- 
ing for  his  eorp,  must  run  one  furrow  for  himself  and 
the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing  the  matter  even 
on  perry  grounds,  how  is  it  that  an  administration,  pledged 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  begins  its 
career  by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode  w  hich 
General  Jackson  has  denounced  as  dangerous  and  uncon- 
stitutional! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  ever  been  a  subject  of  regret  and 
astonishment  that  our  mode  of  raising  money  is  one  that 
invites  prodigality  and  extravagance,  and  tends,  most 
speedily,  to  exhaust  our  credit.  Our  wisest  statesmen 
have  warned  us,  over  end  over  again,  of  the  fatal  impolicy 
of  ever  incurring  a  debt,  without,  et  f 
a  specific  fund  for  its  redemplu 
during  the  late  war,  when  there  was  a  ■ 
to  put  every  thing  at  r  isk,  in 
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out  looking  to  consequences,  you  will  tiiul  that  the  voice 
of  Hagucious  men  was  raised  in  protest  against  this  im- 
providence. Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the  9th  of  April,  1814, 
on  the  subject  of  T  re  awry  notes,  a  patriotic  member  of  the 
House  of  Representative*,  Mr.  McKim,  used  this  language: 

"  Mr.  McKim  said  he  ahoukl  Ite  sorry  to  deny  to  the 
gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  bis  resolution  referred, 
were  it  not  for  one  consideration.  If  the  gentleman  would 
nJJ  to  his  motion  a  proposition  for  such  further  tax  as 
should  be  necessary  to  redeem  the  notes  when  they  be- 
came doe,  he  should  concur  in  his  motion.  But  he  a*kcd 
of  the  House  to  take  a  deliberate  view  of  this  subject  before 
they  referred  the  resolution.  If  there  was  any  one  point 
on  which  Government  should  be  cautious,  it  should  be  its 
credit ;  and  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Government  would 
not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes  without  providing  for 
their  redemption." 

Nay,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  in  his 
recent  report,  admits  the  importance  of  such  a  provision : 

"  In  connexion  with  the  issue  of  any  Treasury  notes,  it 
is  believed  to  he  wise  to  make  ample  provision  for  their 
early  and  final  redemption." 

Why  has  this  been  neglected  ?  Why  is  it  that  Con- 
gress shall  grant  money  with  reckless  precipitation,  omit- 
ting the  precautions  against  abuts  which  even  an  executive 
oincer  has  pointed  out  ? 

Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  forbear  to  press  upon  the  House 
the  warning  of  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  to 
the  emission  of  paper  money  by  this  Government : 

"  The  emitting  of  paper  money  by  the  authority  of  the 
Government  is  wisely  prohibited  to  the  individual  8tates  by 
the  national  constitution,  and  the  apiril  of  that  prohibition 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Though  paper  emissions,  under  a  general  au- 
thority, might  have  some  advantages  net  applicable,  and 
be  free  from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicable, 
to  the  like  emission  by  the  States  separately,  yet  tbey  are 
of  a  nature  so  liable  to  abuse,  and,  it  may  even  be  affirmed, 
so  certain  of  being  abused,  that  the  wisdom  of  Government 
will  be  shown  in  never  trusting  itself  with  the  use  of  so  se- 
ducing and  dangerous  an  expedient"  "  The  stamping  of 
p^per  is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the  laying  of 
tuxes,  that  a  Government  in  the  practice  of  paper  emissions 
would  rarely  fail,  in  any  such  emergency,  to  indulge  itself 
too  far  in  the  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as 
much  as  (Missible  one  less  auspicious  to  present  popularity." 

Here,  sir,  you  find  plainly  disclosed  to  us  the  real  motive 
for  a  rcswt  to  Government  paper.  It  is  "  less  auspicious 
to  present  popularity  to  adopt  a  course  which  would  compel 
the  people  to  pause  and  to  reflect  upon  the  folly  and  impos- 
ture that  have  brought  us  to  our  present  condition." 

Are  we,  sir,  prepared  to  run  over  again  a  career  of  im- 
providence, without  the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  and  against 
all  the  lessons  of  wisdom  and  experience  ?  Sir,  the  pre- 
sent times  afford  little  scope  for  ambition,  or  reward  for  the 
toils  of  office.  But  this  administration  has  put  aside, 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  selfish  considerations,  an 
opportunity  of  earning  the  lasting  gratitude  of  posterity, 
and  achieving  a  great  civil  triumph,  by  placing  this  matter 
on  its  true  basis. 

What,  1  repeat,  is  now  the  fund  mainly  looked  to,  for 
the  redemption  of  these  Treasury  notes  1  Why,  sir,  tho 
claims  which  we  hold  on  broken  batiks,  anfl  the  vague  hope 
that  they  will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in  which 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination  against  these 
institutions.  No,  sir!  There  is  not  the  least  hope  or 
expectation  of  aid  from  that  quarter.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  the  only  claim  to  credit  which  these  notes 
possess,  is  the  fact,  that  they  constitute  a  lien,  on  every 
inch  of  real  estate  in  the  country,  end  must  be  discharged 
out  of  the  hsnl  labor  of  the  country.  But  the  administra- 
tion dares  not  acknowledge  this  to  the  people.    It  docs  not 


feel  strong  enough  to  do  so.  Concealment  is  nece^ary. 
For  this  very  reason,  sir,  I  resist  the  project.  I  ssy  to  the 
administration,  come  out  fairly  and  openly,  so  thai  the 
people  may  so*  what  is  before  them;  do -this,  and  I, null 
cheerfully  co ■operate  with  you. 

In  continuing  his  remarks,  Mr.  B.  said  it  had  been  the 
understanding  of  the  House,  that  each  of  the  measures, 
proposed  by  the  administration,  brought  under  review  all 
the  topics  connected  with  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
Whilst  calling  for  the  previous  question  on  the  postpone- 
ment bill,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  [Mr.  Cambrklxxb]  had  justified  that  harsh  mea- 
sure, by  remarking  that  the  discussion  thus  arrested  could 
be  renewed  upon  any  other  bill.  He  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  advert  to  gome  remarks  which  bad  been  made,  or 
rather  assertions  hazarded,  towards  the  close  of  that  debate, 
as  to  the  past  condition  of  our  currency  ;  a  reply  to  which 
had,  at  the  time,  been  cut  off. 

Ho  was  desirous,  at  the  outset,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  of  guard- 
ing what  he  had  to  say,  from  a  claim  to  either  more  or  less 
of  consideration  than  was  its  doe.  He  had  never  exchang- 
ed a  line,  or  a  syllable,  with  any  one  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  late  or  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  either  institution,  or  any  financial 
question.  His  opinions  were  drawn  from  materials  com- 
mon to  all,  but  to  the  course  and  connexion  of  which  ho 
bod  naturally  been  led  to  give  a  careful  and  steady  atten- 
tion. This  explanation  was  proper,  because  he  had  been 
assailed,  in  tho  official  paper  of  the  Government,  as  the 
representative  on  this  floor  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  With 
regard  to  that  institution,  and  the  method  of  its  administra- 
tion, they  were  topics  within  the  scope  of  the  debate,  on 
which  each  member  njswt  judge  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
obligations  to  decency'  and  truth.  But  he  would  suffer 
no  responsible  person  to  insinuate  the  infamous  calumny 
that  ho  represented  here  aught  but  the  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  what  be  deemed  to  bo  the  best  interests  of 
tho  country. 

It  would  bo  readily  believed,  by  those  who  personally 
knew  him,  that  it  was  not  of  choice  he  look  part  in  thia 
discussion.  But  the  station  he  now  held  forbade  him  to 
indulge  a  repugnance  that  in  private  life  was  permissible. 
He  was  here  not  to  consult  bis  own  sensibilities,  but  to 
struggle  for  the  rights  of  others.  The  prosperity — nay  the 
daily  brood—  of  thousands  of  his  constituents  turned,  as 
he  believed,  on  a  right  understanding  of  this  momentous 
subject.  Whilst,  therefore,  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to 
the  House,  as  well  as  to  himself,  would  guard  against  tho 
intrusion  of  personal  feeling,  ho  would  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  be  restrained,  by  misplaced  delicacy,  from  that  per- 
fect freedom  which  befitted  the  sole  representative  of  a 
community  once  prosperous  and  happy,  to  an  almost  un- 
exampled extent,  but  now  suffering  severely  under  the 
calamity  that  had  overspread  the  land. 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  homilies  have  been  read  to  us  on 
the  necessity  of  conciliation  and  forbearance.  I,  sir,  am 
one  of  those  to  whom  this  language  is  always  acceptable. 
We  are  not  here  to  wage  a  war  of  sarcasms.  '  All  remin- 
iscences that  illustrate  nothing,  and  terminate  only  in  ex- 
asperation, may  well  be  discarded.  But,  sir,  rely  upon  it, 
that  no  good  can  result  from  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  past. 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  "by-gones  are  by-gones."  The  in- 
famous Colonel  (-hart res,  we  arc  told,  so  consoled  himself 
on  his  death-bed,  when  reminded  by  the  priest  of  his  enor- 
mities. But  seriously,  sir,  if  we  are  ever  to  rise  above  the 
level  of  the  brutes — if  man  be  truly  described  as  a  being  look- 
ing before  and  after— if  the  lessons  of  experience  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  written  in  water— it  is  only  from  s  calm  and 
resolute  survey  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  our  present 
embarrassments,  that  we  can  draw  the  hope  of  extrication, 
or  be  secure  from  a  recurrence  of  the  calamity. 

There  is  one  great  topic,  however,  threatening  in  former 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


1227 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1228 


H.  or  R.  ] 


I  mmtry  Note*. 


[Oct.  4,  1887. 


time*  to  be  illimitable,  which  the  supporters  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  the  President  himself,  now  despatch  in  a 
very  summary  way.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  the  exclusive 
metallic  currency.  The  struggle  now  ia,  who  shall  mom 
effectually  clear  his  skirts  of  that  doctrine— who  shall  most 
strenuously  deny  his  master.  No  one  now  aspires  to  piny 
the  part  of  Midas.  That  personage,  we  are  tokl,  was  for 
some  time  successful  in  concealing  his  long  ears.  They 
were  at  length,  however,  detected,  and  rendered  him  the 
object  of  derision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  soil  my  own  mind,  or  disgust 
the  House,  by  hunting  op  proof,  from  a  thousaud  polluted 
sources,  that  this  is  the  cry  with  which  the  country  hn»  so 
long  rung  from  side  to  side.  Sir,  the  task  would  be  as 
nauseating  as  it  ia  superfluous.  However  the  attempt  may 
be  made  by  alarmed  politicians  to  veil  and  qualify  their 
projects,  the  people — the  people,  always  honest,  but  some- 
times led  astrav— have  not  forgotten  the  process  of  delu- 
sion. They  well  know  that  this  cry  was  the  Marseilles 
hymn  of  the  promised  revolution.  Sir,  the  people  are  not 
so  stupid  as  is  thought  by  those  who  calculate  on  an  inex- 
haustible fund  of  gullibility.  They  see  not  only  that  their 
pockets  have  been  picked,  but  their  understandings  outra- 
ged. Sir,  I  draw  the  happiest  augury  for  the  future,  from 
the  shame  and  indignation  of  many  who  have  been  the  far- 
thest misled — shame  at  their  own  folly  ;  indignation  at  the 
desertion  of  their  leaders.  No  class  of  men  is  now  better 
prepared  to  follow  where  patriotism  may  lead  than  those 
who  have  been  thus  turned  upon  and  rebuked  for  the  very 
phrases  so  recently  put  into  their  mouths,  and  blazonsd 
upon  their  banners. 

Yes,  sir !  All  eyes  are  now  opened  to  the  mingled  wick- 
edness and  folly  which  would  attempt  to  abolish  credit,  and 
to  denounce  all  those  who  trade  upon  it,  or  in  any  shape 
take  advantage  of  it.  What  hut  this  taliamanic  word  haa 
carried  forward  our  young  nation,  with  unparalleled  rapid- 
ity, in  the  career  of  grestness !  What  else  haa  enabled 
those  whoae  sole  possessions  were  stout  limbs,  steadiness, 
sobriety,  a  fair  moral  character,  to  mortgage  all  these  in 
the  struggle  to  advance  themselves,  and  to  swell  thereby 
the  general  prosperity  t 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  little  curious  to  those  familiar  with  our 
colonial  history,  to  revert  to  the  early  warfare  upon  that 


Whilst  we  were  in  subjection  to  Great  Britain,  it  was 
the  settled  policy  of  the  manufacturers  and  merchants  of 
that  country  to  repress  the  adventurous  spirit  of  America, 
and  to  render  our  labor  strictly  subordinate  to  their  imme- 
diate and  narrow  purposes.  Let  me,  at  the  hazard  of 
proving  tedious,  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  a  few  references. 
As  early  as  1717,  you  will  find  on  the  journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  following  entry  : 

"  A  petition  of  ironmasters,  ironmongers,  cutlers,  free- 
holders, nailors,  smiths,  and  artificers,  in  the  iron  manu- 
facture, living  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  in  the  county 
of  Warwick,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth  that,  should  there  be  encouragement  given  to  the 
making  and  manufacture  of  iron  in  any  plantation  belong- 
ing to  his  Majesty's  dominions,  it#will  certainly  lend  to  the 
ruin  of  the  iron  trade  of  this  kingdom,  which  employs 
great  numbers  of  people.  The  greatest  consumption  of 
our  iron  manufactures  is  now  sent  abroad  to  the  planta- 
tions, which,  if  they  have  encouragement,  will  have  no  oc- 
casion for  our  assistance ;  and  (he  iron  works  of  the  nation 
must  be  totally  ruined  for  want  of  employment  for  the  poor." 
Again,  in  the  year  1730,  is  the  following  entry  : 
*'  A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironmongers,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  many  others,  trading  to  hia  Ma- 
jesty's plantations  in  America,  wn  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  lorth  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  England 
have,  within  these  four  years,  creeled  several  forges  and 
slitting  mills,  and  do  annually  make  a  great  deal  of  bar 


iron,  and  manufacture  the  aaid  iron  into  axes,  nails,  and 
sundry  other  species ;  and  do.  now  not  only  supply  them- 
selves with  great  part  of  their  nails  and  iron  ware,  but  ex- 
port great  quantities  to  many  other  of  his  Majesty's  planta- 
tions, to  the  great  decay  and  prejudice  of  the  iron  trade  in 
this  kingdom,  which  at  this  lime  employs  more  people, 
especially  of  the  poor  laborious  sort,  than  any  other  trade, 
that  of  the  woollen  manufacture  only  excepted  ;  and  that, 
unless  their  slitting  mills  are  destroyed,  and  also  some  stop 
put  to  their  manufacturing,  our  trade  moat  soon  be  ntterly 
ruined,  and  great  numbers  of  people  employed  in  the  ma- 
king and  manufacturing  of  iron  will  be  unavoidably  depri- 
ved of  the  means  of  their  subsistence." 
In  the  same  year  ia  another  petition : 
*'A  petition  of  sundry  ironmasters  and  ironmongers, 
concerned  in  the  iron  manufactory,  of  the  county  of  Wor- 
cester, in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  in  that  and  other 
adjacent  counties,  there  has  long  been  established  the 
greatest  manufactory  of  iron  in  this  kingdom ;  and  that 
their  manufactory  owes  its  origin  as  well  to  the  several  tor- 
ses erected  in  the  neighborhood,  for  making  bar  iron  suit- 
able to  particular  purposes,  as  to  the  great  plenty  of  pit 
coal,  and  the  conveniency  of  the  Severn  for  exportation  ; 
and  that  their  trade  has  always  increased  and  flourished  till 
lately  in  proportion  to  the  American  plantations,  but  now 
greatly  declines  for  want  of  its  usual  demands ;  and  they 
can  ascribe  thin  to  nothing  but  the  making  of  iron  and  iron 
ware  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  and  that  many  of  their  ar- 
tificers and  workmen  have  of  late  gone  off,  and  have  remo- 
ved themselves  thither,  as  it  is  to  be  feared." 

And  mark,  sir,  how  the  British  Parliament  seconded  Ibis 
policy.  I  take  instances  at  random.  In  the  year  1732  an 
act  was  passed  with  the  following  preamble:  "Whereas 
the  art  and  mystery  of  making  hats  in  Great  Britain  hath 
arrived  to  great  perfection,  and  considerable  quantities  of 
hats  manufactured  in  this  kingdom  have  heretofore  been 
exported  to  his  Majesty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca, who  have  been  wholly  supplied  with  hats  from  Great 
Britain ;  and  whereas  great  quantities  of  hats  have  of  late 
years  been  made,  and  the  said  manufacture  is  dsily  increas- 
ing the  British  plantations  in  America,  and  is  from  thence 
exported  to  foreign  markets,  which  were  heretofore  supplied 
from  Great  Britain."  It  then  proceeds  to  enact  that,  after 
the  29ih  of  .September,  1736,  no  hat,  dyed  or  undyed, 
finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  put  on  board  any  vessel  or 
wagon,  with  a  view  oi  its  being  exported  out  of  the  pro- 
vince, on  penalty  of  forfeiture,  and  of  a  fine  of  £600.  No 
hat  maker  in  the  provincea  shall  have  more  than  two  ap- 
prentices at  a  time,  nor  shall  he  employ  a  journeyman  who 
had  not  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years. 

Another  act  of  Parliament,  of  1760,  provides :  that  no 
mill  or  other  engine,  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  any 
plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt-hammer,  or  any  furnace 
for  making  steel,  shall  be  erected  or  continued  ;  and  every 
such  mill,  engine,  forge,  or  furnace,  shall  be  deemed  a 
common  nuisance,  to  be  abated  by  the  Governor  or  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces,  within  thirty  days  after 
information  given." 

The  colonies  were  compelled  to  maintain  expenaive 
agencies  in  London  to  guard  against  unceasing  efforts  to 
strike  at  their  advancing  prosperity,  by  insisting  on  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency.  Take  an  example  from  the 
journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1751. 

"A  petition  of  Robert  Charles,  Esq.,  agent  for  his 
Majesty's  colony  of  New  York  in  America,  waa  presented 
to  the  House  snd  read,  setting  forth  that  the  said  colony, 
and  several  others  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  continent 
in  America,  have  enjoyed  for  many  years  past,  and  do  now 
enjoy,  the  benefit  of  a  paper  credit  rendered  absolutely  ne- 
cessary from  the  want  of  gold  and  silver  sufficient  for  the 
of  su 
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The  petition  states  that  this  paper  credit  has  "  excited 
industry,  has  proved  a  necessary  and  useful  medium  of 
trade,  and  has  enabled  the  said  colonies  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  widely  extended  frontiers."  It  adds:  ••that 
the  said  bill  depending  in  the  House,  should  the  same  pass 
into  a  lew,  will  essentially  alter  the  nature  and  quality  of 
the  paper  credit  of  America,  to  the  grievous  hurt  of  indi- 
viduals, the  disappointment  of  the  public  service,  and  con- 
fusion in  all  manner  of  dealings." 

Thus,  sir,  you  see  that  eighty-six  years  ago  a  prayer  was 
wafted  across  the  Atlantic  from  that  city,  whose  memorial 
to  a  tike  effect  has  just  been  laid  upon  your  table  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Hottmajt.]  The 
supplication  then  was  addressed  to  a  foreign  Legislature  sit- 
ting at  Westminster.  It  was  successful  in  averting  the 
threatened  calamity.  The  same  entreaties  addressed  to  an 
American  Congress  at  Washington  seem  to  be  received 


perhaps  with 
The  exertions  of  Doctor  Franklin,  in  the 
whilst  agent  for  Pennsylvania,  ore  sufficiently  disclosed  in 
the  well-known  remonstrance  which  he  prepared  and  pub- 
lished at  London  in  the  year  1764.  He  remarks:  "In 
Pennsylvania,  paper  money  was  first  made  in  172S,  which 
gave  new  life  to  business,  promoted  greatly  tho  settlement 
of  new  lands,  whereby  the  province  has  so  greatly  increased 
in  inhabitants,"  dec.  Alluding  to  the  argument  that  New 
England  had  been  restrained  by  act  of  Parliament,  and 
thai  no  dissatisfaction  existed  thereat,  be  gives  this  expla- 
nation :  "  In  New  England  there  are  four  distinct  Govern- 
ments; but,  having  much  mutual  intercourse  of  dealings, 
the  money  of  each  used  to  pass  current  in  all ;  but  the 
whole  of  this  common  currency,  not  b 
mon  direction,  was  not  so  easily  kept 
the  prudent  reserve  of  one  colony,  in  its 
rendered  useless  by  excess  in  another." 

Mr.  Chairmen,  from  this 
parent — 

First.  That  to  denounce  credit,  and  insist  on  an  exclu- 
sive metallic  currency,  is  not  an  ingenious  novelty  of  the 
present  day,  but  a  servile  attempt  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  those  who,  from  the  earliest  settlement,  have  watched, 
with  jealous  alarm,  the  expansive  tendencies  of  an  in- 
genious, energetic,  and  indefatigable  people.  The  wreath 
of  glory  belongs  not  to  any  living  brow.  You  must  seek 
the  great  original  amidst  the  ancient  tombs  of  Birmingham 
or  Worcester. 

A  second,  and  not  less  striking  fact,  is  disclosed  to  us, 
that  the  sagacious  mind  of  Doctor  Franklin,  seventy-three 
yeara  ago,  discerned  the  necessity,  wherever  intimate  com- 
mercial relations  existed  between  the  colonies,  of  some  cen- 
tral controlling  power,  as  a  check  upon  extravagant  isiuos 
of  paper.  Since  be  wrote,  bow  have  the  relations  of  the 
States  been  multiplied  !  And  how  painfully  has  the  truth 
been  forced  upon  us,  that,  in  this  condition  of  things,  it  is 
vain  for  one  State  to  attempt  to  guard  against  the  improvi- 
dence of  others! 

Sir,  the  convictions  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1764,  are  those 
which  come  to  us  in  1837,  from  the  East,  the  West,  the 
North,  and  the  South ;  not  from  the  counting-house  and 
and  the  factory  enly,  but  from  the  plough  and  the  mat- 
tock— from  every  form  of  industry,  now  cheated  out  of  its 
honest  earnings  by  a  spurious  and  depreciated  currency. 

These  convictions,  Mr.  Chairman,  may,  I  know,  be 
beflled  and  eluded.  There  are  at  work,  amongst  the  poli- 
ticians of  our  wide-spread  country,  motives  the  most  power- 
ful that  can  actuate  the  human  bosom  to  feline  or  decry  the 
plainest  lesson*  of  experience.  The  love  of  place— the  pride 
of  opinion— the  maintenance  of  party  ascendency — the  hate 
of  political  rivals— all  these  will  insure  a  desperate  war  to 
the  knife,  in  preference  to  the  admission  of  error.  You 
supply  with  furegn  missions  one  out  of  a  thousand 


one  com  ■ 
due  bounds ; 
being 


are  ap- 


fuse  the  people — make  up  false  issue-* — astound  and  be- 
wilder by  the  very  audacity  of  party  tactics— or  disappear 
from  public  life. 

I  am  not  sanguine,  then,  that  the  time  has  yet  arrived 
for  the  complete  triumph  of  the  truth.  But  I  believe  in  the 
final  good  sense,  as  well  as  in  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  to  that  good  sense  I  look  for  the  achievement,  in 
the  end,  of  a  thorough  reformation. 

In  the  attempt,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  currency  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
seven  years  war  opon  the  bank,  I  avail  myself  of  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness  to  whom  exception  will  hardly  be  taken 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration.  I  allude  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  recently  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  whose  behalf  we  aaw  officers 
of  the  General  Government  arrayed,  in  a  manner  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  General  Jackson  have  denounced  as  so  in- 
decent, as  well  as  perilous  to  our  free  institutions.  In 
September,  1828,  two  months  before  the  election  of 
General  Jackson,  I  find  Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  on  a  com- 
mittee, Hp|>otnted  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  its  a  flair*. 
Tbo  report  ol  the  committee,  bearing  Mr.  Ingersoll's  sig- 
nature, is  dated  2d  September,  I8it8.  It  met  my  eye,  for 
the  first  time,  in  Europe,  where  its  exhibit  was  a  matter  of 
congratulation  to  Americans  and  the  friends  of  America.  I 
have  since  turned  to  it,  as  preserved  in  Hazard's  Register. 

After  alluding  to  the  difficulty,  supposed  to  arise  from 
the  universal  receivability  of  the  notes  in  payment  of  duties, 
which  it  was  feared  would  compel  tho  bank  to  provide 
funds  in  many  places  to  pay  the  same  note,  Mr.  Ingersoll 
thus  proceeds : 

"  But  the  second  measure  alluded  to  by  the  committee, 
which  wrought  the  most  important  change  in  the  situation 
of  the  bank — that  which  may  be  considered  as  derisive  of 
its  usefulness  and  prosperity — relates  to  the  nature  and  ex-, 
tent  oi  the  circulation  of  its  notes.  The  board  of  directors 
u<l opted  a  course,  the  success  of  which  has,  in  the  view  of 
this  committee,  lakl  the  foundation  of  the  present  prosperi- 
ty of  the  institution.  It  would  lead  the  committee  beyond 
the  proper  limits  of  a  repoTt  to  state  in  detail  the  reason 
of  this  course ;  but  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded 
was  briefly  this :  that  the  universal  receivabilily  of  the 
notes  of  the  bank  was  of  no  disadvantage,  if  the  local  cur- 
rency of  the  place  were  the  notes  where  issued  was  sound  ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
within  its  power,  to  make  it  sound.  Accordingly  ihey 
pursued  the  system  of  issuing  freely  and  exclusively  their 
own  notes ;  of  receiving,  generally,  the  notes  of  solvent 
State  banks,  and  making  frequent  settlements  with  tbem  ; 
thus  improving  the  currency,  by  introducing  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slalee,  and  by  preventing  the  over- 
issues of  the  State  hsnks.  By  a  gradual  and  judicious  ex- 
ecution of  this  plan,  the  eflect  followed,  that,  without  pri- 
vate or  general  sum-ring,  without  causing  the  failure  of 
any  bank  or  any  individual,  and  without  inconvenience  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  banking  operations  of 
the  country  have  been  brought  under  an  efficient  control, 
and  n  large  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  have  been  gradually  substituted  for  the  depreciated  or 
doubtful  currency  which  was  so  injurious  to  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  This  signs  I  triumph  over  the  great- 
est of  all  the  difficulties  of  the  Imnk,  for  the  achievement 
of  which  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude  is  due  to  the  able 
officer  who  presides  over  the  institution,  has  dissipated  all 
the  doubts  entertained  of  its  |N>wcr  to  supply  the  necessary 
amount  of  notes,  and  has  permanently  fixed  the  basis  of  a 
wide  extended  and  profitable  usefulness.  The  means  thus 
deiived  from  the  increase  of  notes,  and  the  sale  of  stock, 
were  devoted  to  discounts  snd  loans,  particularly  to  that 
class  of  loans  which  are  at  once  the  safest  and  ihc  most 
of  bills  of  exchange.  With 
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mrmvi  the  liwk  him  been  enabled  to  extend  ha  operations, 
tn  both  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  in  such  •  manner 
as  greatly  to  enhance  the  profits  of  it*  bu»ine«*.  at  the 
line  that  it  has  afforded  facility  and  security  to  the 
transactions  of  the 
Tho  report  proceed*  to  exhibit  the 
•nd  winds  op  aa  follows  : 

"This  exhibition  is  calculated  to  show  that  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  are  deriving  important  advantages  from 
the  successf  ul  prosecution  of  a  system  of  measures  which 

to  I'm-  community  a  convenient,  sound,  and  highly  uselul 
currency.  And  the  committee,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
approve  the  system  which  has  l»een  practically  shown  to 
be  wise,  fee!  it  to  he  proper  to  notice  and  commend  the 
activity  and  energy  which  have  been  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  to  preserve  the  purity  of  this  currency, 
and  to  save  the  community  from  the  evils  of  its 
counterfeited. 

The  committee  deem  themselves  justified  in  atating, 
as  the  general  result  of  their  examination,  that  the  allkn* 
of  the  institution  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  ; 

"  upon  proper  banking  piinciplcs,  in  the  general 
of  iu  administration,  and  in  the  details  of  its  man- 
uyemenl." 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  the  deliberate  representation 
made  on  the  eve  of  General  Jacksen's  administration  Hut 
the  message  of  the  President,  in  1829,  declared  that  the 
bank  had  failed  to  provide  a  sound  ami  uniform  currency, 
and  suggested  the  project  of  an  exchequer  bank.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  having  at  its  bead  the  venerable  Gen- 
eral Smith  of  Maryland,  a  warm  political  friend  of  Gener- 
al Jackson,  was  appointed  to  take  the  whole  subject  into 
consideration.  The  report  of  llial  committee,  going  into 
details,  the  accuracy  and  force  of  which  have  never  been 
questioned,  is  familiar  to  all.    It  is  then;  iaid  : 

»  Aa  every  bank  which  desires  to  maintain  its  charge 
.  be  ready  to  make  settlements  with  the  Bank  of 


the  United  States,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government,  or  l«e 
immediately  discredited,  and  must  therefore  keep  its  notes 
equal  to  gold  or  silver,  there  can  be  little  danger  to  the 
community,  while  the  issues  of  tho  banks  are  restrained 
from  running  to  excess,  by  the  salutary  control  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8iatcs,  whose  own  circulation  ia  ex- 
tremely moderate,  compared  with  the  amount  of  its  capital. 
Accordingly,  the  fact  is,  that  the  general  credit  of  the 
bank*  i«  good,  and  that  their  paper  is  always  convertible 
into  gold  or  silver,  and  for  all  local  purposes  forum  n  local 
currency  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  There  is,  however, 
superadded  to  this  currency,  a  general  currency,  more 
known,  more  trusted,  and  more  valuable  than  the  local 
currency,  which  is  employed  in  the  exchanges  between 
different  parts  of  the  country.  These  are  the  notes  of 
the  national  bank.  These  notes  are  receivable  for  the 
Government,  by  the  9,000  receivers,  scattered  through- 
out every  part  of  the  country.  They  are,  in  fact,  in 
the  course  of  business,  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  though 
they  ore  not  legally  or  necessarily  so  paid,  by  the  branches 
of  the  bank,  in  every  section  of  tho  Union.  In  all  com- 
mercial places  they  are  received,  in  all  transactions,  with- 
out any  reduction  in  value ;  and  never,  under  any  circum- 
stances, does  the  psper,  from  the  remotest  branches,  vary 
beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent,  in  its  actual  exchange 
for  silver.  Here,  then,  is  a  currency  as  safe  as  silver ; 
more  convenient,  and  more  valuable  than  silver ;  which, 
through  the  whole  western  and  southern,  snd  Ulterior  perls 
of  the  Union,  is  eagerly  sought  in  exchange  for  silver ; 
which,  in  those  rections,  often  bears  a  premium  pnid  in 
silver ;  which  is,  throughout  the  Union,  eqnal  to  silver  in 
payment  to  the  Government  and  payments  to  individuals 
in  business;  and  with  which,  whenever  silver  is 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  will  command  it, 


charge  of  the  slightest  fraction  of  a  per  ccntagc.  By  means 
of  tbia  currency,  fund*  are  transmitted  at  an  expense  less 
than  in  any  other  country.  Ia  no  other  country  can  a 
merchant  do  what  every  chiton  of  the  United 
do — deposits,  for  instance,  hia  silver  at  8t 
Nashville,  or  New  Orleans,  and  receive  note«,  which  ha 
can  carry  with  him  1,000  or  1,600  miles,  to  the  Atlantic 


cities,  and  there  receive  for  tliei 


niivalcnl  amount  of 


silver,  without  any  expense  whatever;  and  in  no  possible 
event,  an  expenee  beyond  a  quarter  of  one  per  cent.  If, 
however,  a  citizen  does  not  wish  to  incur  the  anxiety  of 
carrying  these  notes  with  him,  or  to  run  the  hazard  of  the 
mail,  he  may,  instead  of  them,  receive  a  draft,  payable  to 
himself  or  his  agent  alone,  so  as  to  insure  the  receipt  ol  an 
eipial  amount,  at  an  expense  of  not  one-half,  and  often  not 
one-fourtb,  of  the  actual  cost  of  carrying  the  silver.  The 
owner  of  funds,  for  instance,  at  St.  Look  or  Nashville, 
can  transfer  them  to  Philadelphia  for  one-half  per  cent.; 
from  Now  Orleans',  generally,  without  any  charge  at  all — 
at  most,  one-half  per  cent;  from  Mobile,  from  par  to  one- 
hall  per  cent.;  horn  Savannah,  al  one-half  per  cent  ;  and 
from  Charleston,  at  from  par  to  one-quarter  per,  cent 

"Thie  seems  to  present  a  state  of  currency  approach- 
ing as  near  to  perfection  as  could  be  desired  :  lor  here  is  a 
currency  issued  at  twenty- four  different  parte  of  the 
Union,  obtainable  by  any  citizen  who  has  money  or  credit 
When  in  hia  possession,  it  is  equivalent  to  stiver  in  all  bin 
dealings  with  ell  the  9,000  agent*  of  the  Government, 
throughout  the  Union.  In  all  his  dealings  with  the  in- 
terior, it  is  better  than  silver ;  in  aJl  hia  dealings 
commercial  cities,  equal  to  silver ;  and  if,  for  any 
ha  desires  the  silver  with  which  ho  bought  it,  it  ia  at  hii 
disposal,  almost  universally,  without  any  diminution,  and 
never  more  than  a  diminution  of  one-quarter  per  cent.  It 
is  not  esay  to  imagine,  it  ia  scarcely  necessary  to  desire, 
any  currency  better  than  this. 

II  is  not  among  its  least  advantages,  that  it  liears  a 
proper  relation  to  tho  real  business  and  exchanges  of  the 
country,  being  issued  only  to  those  whose  credit  entitles 
them  to  it,  increasing  with  the  wsnts  of  the  active  opera- 
tions of  society,  and  diminishing,  as  these  subside,  into 
comparative  inactivity  ;  while  it  is  tho  radical  vice  of  all 
Government  paper  to  be  issued  without  regard  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  and  to  be  governed  wholly  by  con- 
siderations of  convenience  to  the  Government." 

I  will  trouble  the  House  further  only  with  the  closing 
paragraph  : 

"On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  thut  the 
present  mate  of  the  currency  ia  safe  for  the  community, 
and  eminently  useful  to  the  Government ;  that,  for  some 
yea>»  past,  it  has  been  improving,  by  the  infusion  into  the 
circulating  medium  of  a  larger  portion  of  coin,  and  the 
substitution  of  the  paper  of  more  solvent  banks,  in  lieu  of 
tho^e  of  inferior  credit;  and  that,  if  left  to  the  progress  of 
existing  laws  and  institutions,  the  partial  m conveniences 
which  still  remain  ol  the  psper  currency  of  the  last  war, 
will  be  wholly  and  insensibly  remedied.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  deem  it  prudent  to  abstain  from  all  legis- 
lation, to  abide  hy  the  practical  good  which  the  country 
enjoys,  and  to  put  nothing  to  hazard  by  doubtful  experi- 
ments- " 

^Soch  was  the  currency  when  the  Bank  of  iheUnhri 

What  is  it  now,  when  the  responsibility  lias  l>rcu  ns>uu>c d 
hy  others  T    A  baa  !  sir,  h  is  at  superfluous  as  it  would  be 

painful,  to  depict  what  is  forced  every  hour  iqton  our  at- 
tention. 

At  the  end  of  seven  yearn,  we  are  summoned  here  to  be 
lold  that  the  4*  experiments"  upon  which  the  Government 


to  be 

that  it  is  not 
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to  profit  by  the  lessons  of  experience.  There  ia  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  in  the  way.  The  President  ia  trammelled 
by  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  and  by  an- 
other aJilrcssed  to  a  Cincinnati  dinner-party  ! 

Will  the  people  be  satisfied  with  this  answer  ?  I  think 
not  Let  politicians  who  have  attained  notoriety  by  clamor 
on  this  subject,  strangle  as  they  may  to  repress  the  roused 
spirit  of  the  nation — to  disguise  from  the  people  their  own 
strength — to  induce  despair  as  to  the  possibility  of  attain- 
ing the  only  practicable  remedy — their  triumph  will,  I  Ikj- 
lieve,  be  short  lived. 

Gentlemen  tauntingly  coll  upon  us  for  our  plans — to  ex- 
hibit the  scheme*  from  which  we  purpose  to  make  a  choice ; 
as  if  novelty  were  an  indispensable  ingredient  to  any  prop- 
osition for  relief ;  and  as  if  a  successful  experience  of  forty 
years  were  an  insuperable  argument  against  a  recurrence 
to  the  wisdom  of  former  days.  Sir,  what  my  constituents 
ask  is,  that  you  will  give  back  to  them  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  in  ]  849.  They  ask  of  patriotism  to  restore 
what  party  has  snatched  from  thetn.  They  ask  that  this 
Government  may  not  be  known  and  fell  only  as  an  en- 
gine of  mischief — as  a  thing  to  be  execrated. 

I  bad  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  considering  another 
bill  of  the  present  series,  to  review  the  manner  in  which 
the  6rst  experiment  was  carried  into  effect  through  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Kendall.  I  will  not  repeat  what  was  then 
said,  but  I  will  advert  to  another  fact,  which  is  now  placed 
beyond  dispute,  and  which  displays  the  reckless  and  un- 
principled spirit  of  this  warfare,  ft  is  now  conceded  that 
the  employment  of  8tate  banks  was  with  a  full  knowledge 
that  they  would  prove  incompetent  to  the  purpose,  and 
that  the  attempt  would  break  them  down.  They  were  en- 
listed into  the  service  of  the  United  8tates,  to  bo  crushed 
in  their  hoar  of  exhaustion.  Tho  same  policy  is  here 
visible  as  led  to  overtures  to  the  western  Indians  to  take 
part  in  the  Florida  war. '  Sir,  we  are  not  left,  on  this 
point,  to  presumptive  evidence,  or  even  to  the  testimony 
of  Judge  While.  We  have  a  direct  revelation.  The 
>  of  31st  July  la«*r  has  an  elaborate  essay,  evidently 
p  by  one  who  had  been  admitted  behind  the 
f  not  himself  a  principal  actor.  It  appears  in  a 
journal,  too,  whose  editor  could  not  but  know  whether  the 
statement  made  was  true  or  false.  Congress,  at  its  ses- 
sion previous  to  the  removal,  had  declared  the  deposites 
safe  in  the  United  8 tales  Bank.  That  body  would  reas- 
semble in  a  few  weeks.  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  to 
strike  an  immediate  blow,  for  the  reasons  thus  set  forth  by 
the  eotreapondent  of  the  official  paper,  not  two  months  ago. 

"  It  was  deemed  essential  to  force  the  bank  into  the  Geld 
prematurely,  and  cripple  her  in  anticipation.  This  could 
be  done  only  by  a  removal  of  the  depositee  early  in  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  second  term.  It  was  believed  that,  if  she 
submitted  to  the  measure  in  peace,  she  would  be  quietly 
stripped  of  her  power ;  a  new  system  would  be  in  full  and 
successful  operation  before  the'  expiration  of  her  charter, 
and  she  would  glide  out  of  existence  almost  unobserved.  If 
she  resisted!,  it  was  not  doubted  that  she  would  be  van- 
quished by  the  ever-victorious  chieftain." 

In  reference  to  a  complaint  by  some,  that  General  Jack- 
son  had  not  disclosed,  at  the  outset,  his  purpose  of  putting 
down  all  banks,  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  had  insidiously  af- 
fected to  foster  them,  and  to  enlist  their  co-operation,  this 
writer  says : 

Let  those  who  now  inveigh  against  the  employment 
of  Slate  banks  at  that  time,  look  back,  and  atk  themselves 
whether  it  was  possible  for  General  Jackson  to  accomplish 
his  object  by  any  other  means.  If  he  had  proposed  a  sep- 
aration from  all  banks,  he  would  have  found  all  the  State 
bank*  and  their  friends  in  full  and  effective  alliance  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States— a  league  which  it  *  as  not  desi- 
rable to  encounter.  Neither  the  public  n«ind  nor  the  opin- 
ions of  members  of  Congress  were  then  prepared,"  die . 
Vot.  XIV.— 77 


Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  all  this  most  humiliating  to  our 
national  pride  ?  Does  it  not  almost  sicken  us  with  the 
forms  of  popular  Government  1  How  often  hive  we  lis- 
tened to  professions  of  unbounded  faith  in  the  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  the  people  1  And  yet  it  is  undeniable  that 
the  dear  people — the  cherished  people — the  profound  and 
infallible  people — so  far  from  having  had  their  judgment 
consulted  on  great  public  measures,  have  been  anxiously 
kept  in  profound  ignorance  of  what  was  meditated.  They 
could  not  be  trusted  with  the  secret.  They  have  been 
seated,  like  children  at  a  circus,  gazing  with  bewilderment 
st  adroit  equestrians,  as  they  cast  off  into  the  ring  succes- 
sive trappings  of  disguise ! 

Yes,  sir !  It  is  now  avowed  that  all  the  movements  wo 
have  witnessed  were  only  preliminary— mere  feints — a  se- 
ries of  masterly  stratagems  upon  the  people  !  We  are  al- 
most forced  to  believe  that  the  plan  of  operationa  devised 
fur  the  war  upon  the  Seminole*  was,  in  the  rapid  shifiiugs 
of  the  Department,  adopted,  perhaps  by  mistake,  for  tho 
war  upon  ihc  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the  President's 
message,  to  which  I  could  not  listen  without  pain  at  tho 
light  in  which  it  must  place  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
country  before  all  those  who  have  watched  the  course  of 
events.  I  allude  to  the  passage  in  which  ho  adverts  to  a 
prophecy  that,  under  a  State  charter,  tho  Pennsylvania 
Dank  of  the  United  States  would  prove  stronger  than  ever. 
Sir,  I  think  that  such  anticipations  were  justifiable.  It 
might  well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the  consti- 
tutional scruples  which  clogged  her  former  existence,  and 
from  the  party  contests  which  perpetually  sought  to  in- 
volve her  in  their  vortex,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  wa*.  doubtless,  believed  that  many 
even  of  the  politicians  who  hod  joined  in  a  cry  against  tho 
bank,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  a  supposed  popular  cur- 
rent, would  gladly  alone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
least,  on  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  presume  that 
the  States  would  cordially  welcome  the  advantages  to  bo 
derived  from  its  career  of  quitt  usefulness  ?  And,  whon 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  round  it  her  «gi», 
wan  it  to  be  apprehended  that  those,  at  least,  who  hail  been 
so  long  indulging  in  sentimental  regrets  over  "the  lost 
rights  of  the  States,"  would  be  the  first  to  trample  upon 
such  as  are  unquestionable  *  And  yet,  sir,  how  was  it ! 
Vou  well  know  the  subsequent  history.  The  topic  was 
too  precious  for  demagogues  to  be  abandoned.  Party  fires 
had  begun  to  wane  and  languish  for  want  of  the  accustom- 
ed blast  am!  aliment.  The  war  assumed  a  character  of  un- 
precedented fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the  charter  was 
cold,  you  saw  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  under  the  influence 
of  party  excitement,  passing  a  law  to  inflict  the  heaviest 
penalties  upon  any  one  of  her  citizens  or  corporations  who 
should  dure  to  act  as  the  agent  of  lhal  bank.  Wc  of  Pi'U- 
burg  well  know  lhal  the  result  of  this  single  blow  was  to 
paralyze,  in  a  great  measure,  the  western  busine*>  of  the 
bank.  There  was  denied  even  a  right  of  way,  and  it  be- 
came almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio  a  letter  connected 
with  her  affairs.  You  saw,  also,  tinder  the  same  impulses, 
the  branch  expelled,  on  a  few  days'  notice,  from  Missouri. 
And  in  other  quarters,  so  fir  from  being  permitted  to  take 
the  position  of  a  regulator,  she  had  been  compelled  to  pass 
an  obscure  and  uneasy  existence,  constantly  a&«ailc<]  by 
party  clamor,  and  with  tho  Govrmmuat  and  its  minion* 
ready  and  eager,  at  any  moment,  to  second  a  blow  at  her 
interest**. 

And  who,  rir,  took  the  lead  in  that  crusade  ?  The 
writer  of  this  very  message.  Vou  saw  him,  with  a«lon- 
ishmcnt,  arraigning  the  sovereign  State  of  Pennsylvania 
for  a  high  misdemeanor,  before  a  Cincinnati  dinner-tablc. 
Von  saw  him  addressing  to  that  dinner-party  an  inflamma- 
tory letter,  urging  them,  amidst  iheir  orgies,  to  lift  high 
in  pledge  of  eternal  hostility  to  our  Pem.syl- 
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vania  institution.  And  yet,  air,  he  who  has  successfully 
employed  the  influence  of  hie  high  station  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  effort*  to  cripple  that  institution — to  baffle  all  her 
exertions  to  be  diffusively  useful— now  sneers  in  this  high 
state  paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  which  she  entered 
on  her  new  career ! 

it  has  been  a  subject  of  complaint  here  that,  amidst  the 
falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over-banking,  to  which 
your  policy  gave  unrestricted  scope,  the  Pennsylvania  in- 
stitution did  not  continue  to  pay  specie.  From  whom  is 
this  heard  1  From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national 
character,  and  with  it  all  accountability  to  the  nation ;  from 
(hose  who  had  broken  down  the  only  barrier  against  over- 
issues of  paper,  which  then,  "  like  to  an  entered  tide," 
had  rushed  by  and  flooded  the  country  ;  from  those  who 
had  compelled  her  to  wind  up  and  to  dispose  of  ber  resour- 
ces at  along  credit;  from  those  who,  in  1833,  declared 
that  she  was  "  a  reptile  beneath  the  feet  of  the  8ecrrtaiy 
of  the  Treasury,"  and  that  she  had  been  "  brought  to  her 
knees  at  the  first  blow  of  the  State  banks  f"  Surely,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that  such  com- 
plaints should  proceed  from  such  a  quarter.  But,  forsooth, 
she  might,  as  she  asserts,  have  continued  specie  payments. 
Be  it  so.  The  fact  cannot  well  be  questioned  by  those  who 
ring  in  our  ears  her  tremendous  pawer  and  resources.  But 
would  such  a  course,  if  practicable,  have  relieved  the  coun- 
try 1  Every  candid  man  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re- 
verse would  have  been  the  rase.  If  she  continued  to  pay 
out  specie,  she  must  resort  to  measures  to  compel  a  similar 
course  on  the  part  of  others.  And  who  does  not  see  the 
wide-spread  ruin  that  must  have  ensued  ?  Look  at  the 
bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  upon  the 
deposite  banks.  Before  a  resort  to  suit,  you  provide  for 
the  ofler  to  receive  payment  in  protracted  instalments. 
This  is  already  pronounced,  by  gentlemen  from  ibe  quarters 
in  which  they  are  located,  to  be  oppressive  and  ruinous. 
Vet  you  reproach  the  Pennsylvania  bank  for  not  having 
taken  the  position  which  would  have  compelled  a  far  sharper 
and  more  peremptory  action  on  her  part.  It  seems  to  he 
the  misfortune  of  gentlemen,  otherwise  amiable  and  just, 
to  catch  the  spirit  which  prevails  here,  and  to  suppose  that 
u  capacity  for  mischief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of 
it.  No,  sir !  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Government  could 
not  sustain  a  league  of  banks,  the  Pennsylvania  institution 
might  well  decline  to  become  an  imtrumcnt  for  gratifying 
the  blind  and  ungovernable  rage  with  which  the  Executive 
was  disposed  to  turn  upon  those  who  bad  been  so  long  the 
objects  of  eulogy  and  favoritism.  She  did  wisely,  I  think, 
not  to  exhaust  herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  but  to 
reserve  whatever  strength  she  possessed  to  co-operate  with 
them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  evils  into 
which  misgovemment  had  plunged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with  which  any 
country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
tell  us  that  they  have  constitutional  scruples  about  meddling 
further  with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs  ;  they 
doubt  their  right  to  cure  the  mischief  they  have  inflicted. 
Suppose,  sir,  one  of  your  naval  commanders  should  insist 
on  taking  under  convoy  a  fleet  of  American  merchantmen. 
He  declares  that  he  has  the  only  accurate  charts;  that  he 
is  familiar  with  every  shoal  of  the  channel,  and  every  in- 
dentation of  the  coast  But,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and 
danger— with  breakers  around  and  signals  of  distress  every 
where  flying— he  is  seen  refusing  the  aid  of  a  single  boat 
or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to  their  fate  the  victims  of  his 
ignorance  and  presumption.  Would  it  be  sufficient  for 
such  an  officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argued  here,  "  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public  enemy  ; 
had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  occasion,  the  next  re- 
quest would  be  to  throw  overboard  my  guns  for  the  more 
convenient  transportation  of  merchandise  !"  If  such  ar- 
guments would  bo  met  by  universal  scorn  and  execration, 


must  not  the  country  regard  < 
of  the  dominant  party  1 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that  the  nation 
will  cheerfully  sacrifice  itself  for  a  metaphor.  The  word 
divorce  is  to  reconcile  us  to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to 
him  a  singular  notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endearing  lie*  and 
sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The  word  has  been  supposed 
to  bring  up  the  most  melancholy  images ;  it  speaks  of  vio- 
lated faith — of  ungovernable  passions— of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. The  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is  that  of  Henry 
VIII :  on  which  rests  the  yet  unmitigated  execration  of 
mankind.  There,  too,  the  talk  was  of  State  policy  ;  and 
even  religion  was  pressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid  of 
lust.  The  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was  led  to  the  block 
for  his  opinions  about  the  divorce.  8ir,  what  baa  been  the 
past  career,  and  what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in 
this  matter  1  You  have  long  since  madly  broken  away 
from  a  legal  connexion,  sanctified  by  a  happy  and  serene 
i  cohabitation  of  forty  years.  In  yoox  downward  course  from 
respectability,  you  next  took  to  your  pels,  to  the  infinite 
shame  and  mortification  of  all  decent  persons  who  looked 
on.  And  now  you  are  wearied  of  them,  and  wish  to  go 
upon  the  town  at  large !  Thia  craving  for  novelty— this 
change  of  doxies— you  dignify  with  the  name  of  a  divorce, 
which  shall  console  us  in  the  midst  of  our  calamities.  The 
man  whom  you  have  deprived  of  the  chance  of  earning  a 
dinner  for  his  wife,  is  to  go  home  and  comfort  her  with 
talk  about  the  divorce ! 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  one  topic  to  which,  in  conclusion, 
he  could  not  forbear  to  advert,  as,  in  his  view,  fixing  more 
conclusively  than  any  thing  else  the  character  of  the  mes- 
sage. He  alluded  to  the  subject  of  a  bankrupt  law,  to 
which  thousands  had  been  looking  with  intense  anxiety. 
In  order  to  render  himself  intelligible,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  recur  to  opinions  which  the  present  Executive  bad 
heretofore  expressed. 

The  most  serious  recent  struggle  for  the  establishment 
of  a  bankrupt  law  was  in  1827.s^)n  the  23d  of  January 
of  that  year,  the  debate  in  the  Senate  was  on  s  motion  to 
strike  out  the  93d  section  of  the  bill,  which  extended  its 
provisions,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  other  classes  of 
citizens  than  mere  traders.  Mr.  Van  Buren  strenuously 
supported  the  motion  to  strike  out,  declaring  that  no  on* 
but  a  trader  could,  under  the  constitution,  be  the  object  of 
such  a  law.    He  reasoned  thus: 

"  When  I  say  I  am  in  favor  of  a  bankrupt  system,  I 
moan  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  n  bankrupt  system 
in  the  language  of  the  constitution,  and  such  as  was  in 
contemplation  by  the  framers  of  that  instrument  He  ob- 
jected to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  ths 
section  referred  to.  In  his  judgment,  the  provision  coo'ain- 
ed  in  the  93d  section  was  not  within  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to  vest  this  power 
I  of  establishing  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies 
in  Congress.  That  it  was  a  power  which  never  ought  to 
be,  or  to  have  been,  vested  in  Congress." 

Speaking  of  the  dangers  of  passing  the  true  line,  he  re- 
marks, that  the  power  to  Congress  being  exclusive,  any 
extension  of  it  would  trespass  on  the  rights  of  the  Slates. 
Ho  adds : 

"  If  it  was  put  to  him  to  decide  between  being  a  party  in 
such  surrender,  or  the  loss  of  the  bankrupt  law,  he  could  not, 
as  he  viewed  the  subject,  without  being  false  to  his  trust, 
hesitate  in  ptgf erring  Ibe  latter." 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Woodbury) 
took  the  same  ground.    He  said  : 

"  This  grant  was  not  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  con- 
tracts generally — of  descents — of  suits  at  law ;  but  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcy.  To  bankruptcies,  and  to  bank- 
ruptcies alone,  then,  was  the  power  confined.  And  the 
word  « bankruptcies,'  as  used  in  the 
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never,  in  his  apprehension,  intended  to  extend  beyond  em- 
barrassments and  failures  amongst  mercantile  men.  Grant 
that  some  persons,  not  strictly  traders,  may,  at  times,  hare 
been  included  in  the  provisions  of  some  laws  on  the  subject 
of  bankruptcies;  yet  this  was  where  the  power  of  legisla- 
tion was  unlimited — where  all  legislation,  as  to  sll  creditors 
end  debtors,  was  invested  in  one  body.  It  has  bat  seldom 
occurred  anywhere,  and  existed  nowhere  at  the  time  of  this 
grant  of  power  to  Congress."  "He  wo*  opposed  to  this 
feature  of  the  act,  because  to  pass  it  would  be  to  bring  sub- 
jects and  citizens  within  the  scope  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, never  contemplated  by  oar  fathers ;  would  be  sweep- 
ing all  classes  into  this  Norwegian  whirlpool — this  vortex 
of  disaster  and  difficulty  to  State  rights  and  State  inde- 
pendence, from  which  he  could  see  no  means  of  extrica- 
tion." 

Mr.  Woodbury,  on  a  subsequent  day,  (t7th  January, 
1827.J  said : 

" Under  a  special  grant  of  power  to  us,  in  1789,  to 
pass  « uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupties,'  how 
couM  we  then  extend  those  laws  to  persons  who,  at  that 
time,  were  not  within  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  bankrupt 
system,  any  more  than  we  could  extend  them  to  distinct 
subjects  of  land  titles,  or  forms  of  legal  process  t  It  need 
hardly  be  argued  that,  if  we,  an  the  agents  of  the  several 
States,  with  explicit  powers,  undertake,  to  construe  the 
language  of  those  powers  broader  than  what  we  know  the 
language  was  then  understood  to  mean,  it  is  ns  much  a 
violation  of  the  constitution  as  it  would  be  to  usurp  powers 
entirely  new." 

We  may  now  advert  to  the  application  of  these  princi- 
ple* to  another  clause  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 
On  the  6th  of  February,  1827,  Mr.  Branch,  of  North 
Carolina,  introduced  an  amendment  extending  the  act  to 
banking  corporations.    He  said  : 

**  The  country  is  inundated  with  paper  money  ;  and  if 
the  merchants  of  the  country  were  to  be  made  bankrupt 
when  they  cease  to  pay  their  debts  promptly,  why  should 
not  incorporated  companies,  placed  in  the  same  circum- 
stances, be  subjected  to  the  same  consoqaencea  1  The 
banks  of  the  South  had  given  circulation  to  a  paper  cur- 
rency which  had,  in  many  instances,  become  depreciated, 
to  the  great  loss  of  the  people;  and  while  the  banks  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  their  honest  obligations,  no 
measures  were  pointed  oat  by  which  a  just  disposition  of 
their  etTrcts  could  be  enforced  for  the  benefit  of  the  numer- 
ous creditors.  To  place  some  barrier  to  the  operation  of 
such  n  state  of  things,  was  his  object  in  proposing  this 
amendment.  There  was  no  subject,  he  believed,  upon 
which  greater  unanimity  of  sentiment  existed,  than  upon 
the  evils  arising  from  the  present  banking  system.  The  evils 
•rising  out  of  a  paper  currency,  when  not  placed  under  re- 
strictions sufficiently  severe  to  restrain  those  engaged  in 
bank  companies  from  profligate  or  careless  conduct,  were 
universally  admitted.  He,  therefore,  wished  to  apply  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  the  bankrupt  system  to  these  evils." 

Let  us  see  what  stand  the  present  Executive  took  on 
this  subject.    I  read  from  the  Congressional  Debates : 

"  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the 
clause  interfered  with  the  regulation  whirh  State  •Govern- 
ments might  have  adopted  for  the  Government  of  their  State 
institutions,  which  was  an  odious  exercise  of  power  not 
granted  by  the  constitution.  The  amendment  has  this  ex- 
tent :  H  directs  the  8tates  as  to  the  manner  In  which  they 
shall  exercrse  their  sovereignty  in  this  particular,  and 
points  out  what  penalty  shall  be  inflicted,  in  case  the  char- 
ters granted  by  the  States  are  violated.  In  fact,  it  points 
out  whet  the  privileges  granted  to  the  incorporations  shall 
be,  by  dictating  the  forfeiture  and  directing  what  the  com- 
panies may,  and  what  they  may  not  do.  All  this  has  hith- 
erto been  done  by  the  States.    They  have  assumed  the 


have.  And  in  including  this  subject  of  corporations  in 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  it  will  be  taken  entirely 
fioni  the  States  and  subjected  to  the  power  of  the  bank- 
rupt system.  This  was  never  done,  snd  never  attempted, 
in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  In  England, 
such  a  provision  was  never  dreamed  of ;  nor  did  he  believe 
that,  when  the  constitution  was  framed,  such  an  attribute 
was  imagined  by  those  who  authorized  the  establishment  of 
a  bankrupt  system."  "The  duties  of  banking  institu- 
tions must  necessarily  be  discharged  by  agents.  Their  es- 
sential responsibility  is  intangible  by  such  a  law.  If  the 
clause  were  to  be  inserted,  and  banks  permitted  to  be  made 
bankrupts,  upon  whom,  upon  what  human  being,  could 
the  penalty  of  the  law  be  made  to  rest  ?  Would  you  ap- 
ply the  rigor  of  the  system  to  those  agents,  who  are  so  far 
from  being  principals  in  the  delinquency  of  the  institutions 
to  which  they  are  attached,  that  they  are  only  the  hired 
servants  of  these  hanks  *  This  could  not  be.  It  would 
bo  the  height  of  injustice  to  implicate,  in  a  penal  manner, 
these  agents,  and  not  for  fraud,  but  tneTcly  for  the  inabili- 
ty of  the  corporations  to  pay  tbeir  debts.  The  individuala 
employed  to  carry  on  these  establishments  surely  should  be 
exempt  from  the  penalties  of  bankruptcy :  they  are  persons 
without  whom  they  cannot  be  carried  on  ;  they  are  the  agents 
of  all  those  who  bold  stock  in  their  banks ;  they  act  for  the 
various  classes  of  individuals  whose  means  are  confided  to 
banking  companies,  and  among  whom  are  to  be  found  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  hav- 
ing capable  and  honest  men  to  fill  these  agencies.  But 
how  could  such  men  be  induced  to  occupy  those  situations, 
if  they  were  to  be  mode  individually  responsible,  not  only 
fot  their  own  acts,  but  for  the  misfortunes  and  losses  of 
their  corporations.  On  the  other  hand,  would  you  render 
tho  stockholders  liable  for  the  disasters  of  the  institution  ! 
In  cases  ol  misconduct  by  the  officers  employed  by  them, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  would  you  make  them  answerable 
for  an  act  of  bankruptcy  ?  Could  they,  in  justice,  be  liable 
for  the  malversation  of  agents  employed  by  them  to  transact 
a  business  of  which  they  were,  all  of  them,  probably  ig- 
norant 1  He  thought  that  no  great  expenditure  of  reason- 
ing need  be  made  to  show  the  true  answers  to  these  inquiries ; 
and  the  very  questions,  be  conceived,  illustrated  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  case.  His  idea  of  a  bankrupt  system  was, 
that  it  could  not  be  applied  to  any  but  individuals  or  prin- 
cipals, and  that  it  was  not  capable  of  being  made  to  operate 
on  associations,  or  on  the  subordinate  agents,  either  of  in- 
dividuals or  corporations.  He  therefore  objected  to  this 
amendment.  He  did  not  wish  the  hill  to  be  defaced  by  any 
inappropriate  provisions." 

The  clause  was  rejected ;  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voting  against  it. 

Here,  then,  is  the  doctrine  distinctly,  and  without  qual- 
ification, announced  and  acted  on — that  to  extend  to  cor- 
porations, in  any  way,  tho  provisions  of  a  bankrupt  law, 
would  violate  the  constitution  ;  and  that,  even  if  no  consti- 
tutional obstacle  existed,  it  would  be  an  outrage  upon  the 
dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

What  then  must  be  thought  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Pres- 
ident, when  we  find  in  the  message  recently  addressed  to 
us  the  following  paragraph : 

"In  the  mean  time,  it  Is  our  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which  the 
constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  The  Treasury  Department, 
on  several  former  occasions,  ban  suggested  the  propriety  and 
importance  of  a  uniform  law  concerning  bankruptcies  ot 
corporations  and  other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  such  a  law,  a  salutary  check  may,  doubtless,  be  imposed 
on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  given 
to  the  citizen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  fully  authorised  by  the  constitution." 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  only  measure  of  relief  for  the 
which  the  President  suggests,  is  . 
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Secretary  have  united  in  denouncing  and  defeating.  Did 
the  President  suppose  it  would  pass  7  Was  he  not  aware 
that,  if  passed,  he  would  be  bound  to  veto  it  1 

It  would  be  remarked,  as  a  singular  feature  in  the  case, 
that  in  the  message  there  was  an  implied  reproach  upon  the 
Congress  of  other  day  *  for  slighting  the  suggestions  of  for- 
mer Secretaries  on  this  subject,  when,  in  truth,  that  very 
result  was  brought  about  by  his  own  vehement  resistance. 

We  have  been  informed  by  the  Judiciary  Committee 
that  they  do  not  intend  to  bring  forward,  at  the  special  ses- 
sion, any  bill  on  a  subject  which  the  President  suggests  as 
the  only  remedy  that  has  occurred  to  him  to  relieve  the 
country  from  a  depreciated  currency.  Doubtless  we  shall 
never  hear  a  word  more  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  6.  said  he  was  not  di*powd  to  apply  harsh  epithets 
to  the  conduct  on  which  he  had  thus  animadverted.  Ho 
was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  people.  It  would  be 
for  them  to  say  whether  there  had  been  manifested  a  gen- 
uine sympathy  for  their  condition,  and  an  anxiety  for  their 
relief,  or  whether  their  sufferings  had  been  mocked  and  their 
understandings  insulted. 

Mr.  ROBERT80N  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
whether  designed  to  raise  revenue  or  to  create  a  circulating 
medium.  As  a  revenue  measure  he  believed  it  unnecessary, 
and,  under  that  impression,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  time 
of  general  pressure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy  upon  the 
people  additional  burdens.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
anticipates  a  deficit  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  only. 
Ha  proposes  to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  act  apart  for 
the  Stater,  or  to  resort  to  some  other  resource  for  a  sum 
equal  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  which  he  gives  us  to  under- 
stand will  meet  all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  surplus 
of  one  million  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  millions  for 
sudden  and  contingent  culls.  The  same  view  is  presented 
still  more  distinctly  by  the  President  in  his  message.  He 
tells  us : 

"The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year,  beyond 
the  probable  receipts  and  the  amount  it  was  intended  should 
be  left  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
will  be  about  six  millions." 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  supposition  that  indulgence 
will  be  extended  on  the  merchants'  bonds.  Adverting  to 
the  means  of  supply,  ho  says ; 

"It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  amount  required  by 
loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in  the  Treasury 
$9,367,214,  directed  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  in  October  next." 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  as  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  will  bo  wanted  to  defray  existing  appro- 
prietions.  Well,  sir,  we  have  granted  the  sum  required, 
in  the  very  mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  the  States;  and 
now,  before  we  have  determined  whether  any  or  what  in- 
dulgence shall  be  extended  to  the  merchants  or  the  banks, 
wc  are  called  upon  lo  authorize  an  issue  of  teu  millions  in 
Treasury  notes,  making  (exclusive  of  the  sum  withheld 
from  the  8tates)  about  forty-six  millions  for  the  current 
year.  It  is  true  the  President  proposes  this  issue,  not  in 
addition  to  the  funds  withheld  from  the  States,  but  tempo- 
rarily, and  only  until  the  amount  can  be  collected  from  the 
banks.  Bat  there  is  no  pretence  that  the  banks  are  insol- 
vent ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part  at 
least  of  w  hat  they  owe  may  not  speedily  be  collected  or 
.made  available.  We  well  know  that  hitherto  drafts  upon 
them,  whether  paid  or  not,  have  served  the  purposes  of  the 
Government;  indeed,  that,  even  when  protested,  these 
drafts  have  readily  sold  in  the  markt-t  at  a  premium  of  six 
or  seven  per  cent.  If  six  millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested 
from  the  States  can  be  commanded,  they  will  suffice,  as  the 
President  himself  Informs  us,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year.  Yet  we  are  to  issue  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
WdeemaUe  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months;  tlx  mil- 


lions to  supply  what,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  we 
may  obtain  from  the  batiks  indebted  lo  us,  or  make  availa- 
ble by  drafts  upon  them ;  and  the  residue,  avowedly,  to 
provide  or  keep  up  a  surplus  for  the  mint,  and  for  unforeseen 
contingencies.  I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety  of  this 
annual  appropriation  for  the  mint.  There  is  reason  lo  fear 
that  wo  are  making  money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and, 
if  so,  the  sooner  we  gel  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  better. 
As  for  the  surples  for  sudden  emergencies,  the  very  contin- 
gency has  occurred  for  using  whatever  portion  of  it  may 
remain ;  and  I  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issue  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of  any  kind  upon 
the  country.  This  is  not  the  time  to  create  or  retain  an 
idle  surplus  of  three  or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

But  funds,  it  is  ssid,  are  wanting  to  carry  on  what  is 
called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so,  profoundly  ignorant 
as  we  are  still  kept  of  the  true  cause  of  that  war,  discredit- 
able as  its  conduct  has  been  to  the  administration,  I  am 
icady  to  vole  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and  secu- 
rity of  our  frontier  settlements.  But  has  the  Executive 
called  for  a  further  appropriation  for  that  object  1  If  there 
be  in  the  message  the  moat  distant  allusion  to  such  an  ap- 
propriation, it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President 
sums  up  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which  he  in- 
vites our  immediate  attention : 

"To  regulate,  by  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate  the  funds 
to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Government ;  to  enable  the 
Treasury  to  meet  promptly  every  demand  upon  it ;  to  pro- 
scribe  the  terms  of  indulgence  and  the  mode  of  settlement 
to  be  adopted  as  well  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  rev- 
enue that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further  meas- 
ures, within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Congress,  as 
will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the  enterprise  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  country." 

These  are  the  reason*  assigned  for  the  present  inconve- 
nient and  unseasonable  convocation  of  Congress.  Yet  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Wiss]  may  have  been  right  in  suggesting 
that  the  true  motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding further  means  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Florida.  For, 
of  the  various  objecU  supposed  to  require  immediate  legis- 
lation, there  is  not  one  which  the  Executive,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  its  authority,  had  not  already  provided  for,  or  which 
might  not  have  been  deferred  without  much  detriment  to 
the  public  interests,  till  the  regular  period  of  oar  annual 
session. 

Why  are  we  told,  air,  of  the  necessity  of  regulating  the 
safe  keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys  1  The. 
depoeite  act  already  provided  for  the  case  which  has  occur- 
red ;  directing  that,  where  the  banks  shall  be  discontinued 
as  depositories,  the  public  moneys  shall  be  kept  by  the  Trea- 
surer, subject  lo  be  disbursed  according  to  law.  But  without 
regard  lo  this  provision,  or  waiting  for  any  new  legislation, 
the  Executive  proceeded  at  once  to  organize  a  new  system. 
Circulars  were  addressed,  in  May  last,  to  the  collectors  nnd 
receivers  of  public  money,  requiring  them  to  keep  it  in  their 
own  hands,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. [Mr,  R.  here  read  extracts  from  the  circulars 
referred. to.]  The  Executive,  as  usual,  made  a  law  to  suit 
its  own  views  of  the  exigency  of  the  case,  and  the  system 
then  adopted  has  continued  ever  since  in  full  operation. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  apeak  of  designating  the 
funds  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  Government  t  The  res- 
olution of  ApriC  1616,  was  in  full  force.  It  is  true  the 
famous  Treasury  circular  hud  been  issued  in  defiance  of 
that  resolution  ;  and  that  when  Congress  reasserted  its  au- 
thority, and  passed  an  act  virtually  repealing  it,  and  doing 
precisely  what  is  now  recommended— designating  the  funds 
to  be  received  in  public  payments— that  act  was  not  regard- 
ed l.y  President  JacWn  as  meriting  the  honor  of  his  notice. 
But  the  present  incumbent,  none  can  doubt,  baa  at  le«*t 
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as  good  a  right  to  rescind  the  unlawful  edict  as  hi*  prede- 
cessor had  to  issue  it.  The  existing  regulations  prescribe, 
moreover,  the  very  funds,  which  it  is  apparent,  from  the 
whole  scope  of  the  message,  the  President  considers  alone 
admissible.  Why,  then,  call  upon  Congress  again  to  des- 
ignate those  funds  1  What  assurance  have  we  that,  bound 
as  he  is  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor,  another 
law  upon  the  subject  will  not  be  treated  like  the  first?  Or 
of  what  avail  is  it  for  Congress  to  enact  laws  which  the 
Executive  habitually  supersedes  at  its  pleasure  ! 

As  to  making  provision  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  it,  I  have  alieady  endeavored  to  show 
that  under  the  practice  prevailing  at  the  Treasury  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  deposite  banks,  and  tho  determination  adopt- 
ed by  the  Executive  of  withholding  the  fourth  instalment 
due  the  States,  there  were  abundant  means  to  meet  all  ne- 
cessary expenditures  during  the  current  year,  or  at  least  to 
enable  the  Treasury  to  hold  out  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December. 

Nor  was  there,  sir,  the  least  occasion  for  an  extra  ses- 
sion to  grant  indulgence  to  public  debtors,  or  prescribe 
terms  of  settlement  with  them.  The  same  authority  which 
the  Executive  has  exercised  in  relation  to  those  subjects,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  might  just  as  lawfully  have  been 
exerted  for  two  months  longer. 

There  remain**  then,  but  a  single  ground  upon  which 
the  President  has  placed  the  justification  of  this  extra 
i :  the  propriety  of  devising  and  adopting  measures, 
i  the  constitutional  competency  of  Congress,  to  tevivc 
the  enterprise  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  importance  of  these  objects  none  will  contest.  But 
what  measures,  calculated  to  effect  them,  does  the  Presi- 
dent recommend!  Not  one.  That  most  generally  and 
urgently  demanded  by  the  commercial  community — the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank — be  unhesitatingly  re- 
jects, as  not  within  our  constitutional  competency.  Be- 
lieving, as  I  do,  such  an  institution  both  unconstitutional 
and  inexpedient,  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  he  speaks  in 
reference  to  it  in  no  equivocal  language.  More,  sir,  I  roust 
frankly  declare  that  I  concur  most  fully  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  message,  that  it  is  not  the  province  of  this  Govern- 
to  legislate  in  favor  of  particular  pursuits.  The 
credit,  the  public  treasure  collected  from  all,  are  the 
common  right  of  all,  and  cannot  justly  be  appropriated  to 
the  exclusive  or  special  use  of  a  favored  class.  Govern- 
ment owes  equal  protection  to  the  industry  of  all  I  pecu- 
niary assistance  to  none  :  to  those  engaged  in  commercial 
pursuits  not  more  than  to  the  farmer  or  mechanic.  Its 
revenues  and  credit  cannot  be  legitimately  applied  to  such 
purposes;  and  with  no  greater  propriety  indirectly,  through 
the  facilities  of  a  national  bank,  than  by  a  direct  loan  or 
grant. 

There  is  one  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  which  it  seems 
to  me  some  relief  may  be  constitutionally  extended  to  the 
country  :  not  by  establishing  a  national  hank,  nor  by  issu- 
ing Treasury  notes.  The  measure  to  which  I  allude — I 
mention  it  with  great  difiidence,  for  it  is  not,  I  am  confi- 
dent, generally  approved,  and  is  expressly  discountenanced 
by  ths  President — is  a  relaxation  of  the  law  requiring  pay- 
ment of  public  dues  in  specie,  or  in  notes  of  specie-paying 
banks.  Let  us  temporarily  dispense,  in  part  at  least,  with 
this  rigorous  exaction.  Ltt  us  receive  a  portion  of  the 
revenue  in  such  notes  as  the  people  receive  from  each 
other  :  such  as  the  State  Governments  accept  in  discharge 
of  public  dues;  provided  they  be  not  so  far  depreciated 
as  to  justify  an  apprehension  that  they  will  not  be  ulti- 
mately redeemed.  Let  us  pay  all  public  creditors  alike  in 
the  funds  wo  receive,  provided  they  consent  to  take  them  ; 
and,  if  not,  suffer  their  claims  to  remain  a  charge  upon  the 
Treasury,  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  as  soon  as  it  can 

Let  us  reduce  our 
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collect- 


ing and  disbursing  officers.  Let  us  place  the  public  money 
in  the  State  banks,  on  special  deposite,  and  not  as  a  basis 
for  loans :  thus  avoiding  the  danger  of  a  connexion,  either 
in  political  concerns  or  pecuniary  interests,  between  the 
Government  and  the  bauking  institutions  of  the  country. 
By  these  means,  while  we  provide  for  the  safety  of  ths 
public  treasure,  we  may  afford  the  people  that  relief  which 
the  times  require :  a  substantia),  constitutional  relief.  We 
shall  not  then  be  charged  with  permitting  unjust  discrimi- 
nations among  the  public  creditors :  with  providing  one 
kind  of  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for  the  Gov- 
ernment: with  extorting  gold  and  silver  at  a  grievous 
sacrifice  from  the  many,  to  put  in  the  pockets  of  the  few  . 
yes,  sir,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  divide  among  ourselves.  The  people  have  a  right 
to  complain  of  these  things ;  and  without  imputing  to  ths 
Secretary  the  dishonorable  motive,  in  tendering  gold  and 
silver  to  members  of  Congress,  of  designing  to  conciliate 
their  favor  by  a  paltry  bribe,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
offer  was  ever  made  or  accepted.  It  has  subjected  them  to 
humiliating  applications  from  brokers  and  money  changers, 
to  sell  at  a  premium  whst  bos  been  wrung  at  a  great  loss 
from  the  people,  and  prevented  them  from  feeling  the  in- 
convenience to  which  their  constituents  are  aubjected ; 
of  soiling  their  hands  and  their  pockets  with  the  wretched 
trash  currently  circulating  through  the  country.  If  we 
can  apply  do  remedy  for  the  evil,  we  ought  at  least  to  bear 
our  share  of  it. 

But  it  docs  not  become  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  this  time, 
nor  perhaps  at  any  time,  to  press  upon  those  who  adminis- 
ter the  Government  measures  of  the  character  of  those  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  We  are  given  to  understand  in  ths 
message  that  the  receipt  into  the  Treasury  of  notes  not 
redeemed  in  apecie,  on  demand,  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned. 
So  far  from  relaxing,  the  President  seems  inclined  to  in- 
crease the  rigor  of  the  law,  by  withdrawing  the  privilege 
of  paying  in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  and,  during  the 
present  almost  unexampled  difficulty  of  procuring  them,  to 
exact  gold  and  silver  exclusively.  With  these  views,  why 
should  he  speak  of  designating  tho  funds  to  be  received, 
when  the  law  already  requires  the  only  funds  he  approves? 
Why  convene  CongTess  to  adopt  measures  for  relieving 
the  country,  when  he  recommends  none,  and  is  opposed 
to  all  that  promise  any  general  or  effectual  relief?  As  to 
the  particular  meaaure  before  ua,  it  ia  not  desigued  to  re- 
lieve the  people,  but  to  impose  a  new  burden  upon  them, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Government,  and  that  in  an  unusual 
and  odious  form.  I  am  constrained,  sir,  upon  principle, 
to  vote  against  it ;  and  I  would  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  but  that  I  am  unwilling  to  deprive 
other  gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  preambling  their 

can  induce  me  to  vote  lor  it,  so  long  as  the  feature  remains 
authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  But  if  the  ad- 
ministration will  submit  a  proposition  for  the  necessary 
supplies  to  be  raised  in  the  ordinary  way,  or  any  gentleman 
will  propose  plans  of  general  relief,  within  the  pale  of  the 
constitution,  I  pledge  myself  to  give  such  measures  my 
humble  support,  regardless  of  the  quarter  from  whence  they 
come. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  did  not  rise  to  participate  in  the 
discursive  debate  which  had  been  invited  by  the  speech  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bibdle.J  His 
attention  had  been  attracted  by  the  closing  remarks  of  that 
gentleman,  and  be  would  do  now  what  he  had  desired  to 
do  a  few  days  since,  aud  cubmit  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  a  brief  explanation,  due  to  tbe  committee  of  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chairman. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  heretofore  call- 
ed on  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  respond 
to  certain  inquiries,  Mr.  T.  was  about  to  give  a  full  and 
detailed  reply,  but  was  warned  by  the  Chair  that  such  « 
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proceeding  would  not  be  in  order.  Subsequently,  a  reso- 
lution declaring  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  report  a  bankrupt 
taw  at  this  tpecial  ration  of  Congress  wai  adopted  in  the 
committee,  and  it  became  his  duty  to  present  h  to  thin 
Howie.  After  the  resolution  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
committee,  he  inquired  of  the  members  present  whether  he 
ahould  state  to  the  House  the  reasons  by  which  they  had 
been  influenced,  and  was  told  that  it  would  be  moat  agree- 
able to  all  concerned  to  have  the  conclusion  they  had  come 
to  announced  without  comment  This  was  accordingly 
done. 

The  manner  in  which  these  proceeding*  hare  been  ad- 
verted to  by  the  gentleman  calls  for  a  few  words  in  expla- 
nation, to  guard  ag&iust  misapprehension. 

There  has  been  no  purpose  to  disguise  the  opinions  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  or  of  any  of  it*  member.,  on  the  grave 
subject  committed  to  their  consideration.  The  members 
have  been  frank  with  each  other  in  tlie  committee  room, 
and  have  nothing  to  conceal  from  thii  House,  or  from  their 
constituents.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  man  supposes  that 
they  have  sought  to  avoid  a  direct  decision  on  any  question 
that  could  be  at  this  time,  with  propriety,  disposed  of.  At 
their  first  meeting,  no  opinion  could  be  formed  as  to  the 
probable  duration  of  the  present  session  of  Congress.  If 
it  was  to  be  extended  beyond  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, ample  time  would  be  afforded  to  act  upon  the  business 
to  be  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*,  and 
also  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  But  if 
>  was  to  be  closed  before  that  period,  and  in  time 
rs  to  go  home  and  return  again,  all  foresaw  that 
time  of  the  House  would  be  engrossed  by  the 
measures  expected  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Under  these  impressions,  the  committee  determi- 
ned not  to  act  upon  the  matter  referred  to  them,  until  they 
could  be>  satisfied  that  the  House  would  take  that  subject 
into  serious  consideration  at  the  present  session.  After  it 
bad  been  ascertained  that  the  present  session  would  not  be 
blended  with  the  regular  session  of  Congress,  the  commit- 
tee again  assembled,  all  the  members  being  present  but  one, 
[Mr.  HorratH.]  A  motion  was  msde  that  the  com  mitt  eo 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  policy  of  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  The  proposition 
was  rejected — for  it  two,  against  it  six  votes.  The  resolu- 
tion declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  report  a  bankrupt  bill 
at  the  present  session  was  then  adopted  without  opposition. 

These  particulars  are  given  that  the  public  may  see  that 
to  decided  majority  of  the  committee  are  disposed  to  exam- 
ine further  at  the  next  session,  if  that  duty  should  be  im- 
peded upon  them,  into  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  Congrvis  respecting  bankruptcies. 

The  establishment  of  a  uniform  system  on  that  subject 
4s  now  a  work  of  great  difficulty  and  delicacy.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  several  Htates  have  been  long  accustomed  to  in- 
solvent systems  differing  essentially  from  each  other.  If 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  supersede  them  by  a  general 
law  of  the  United  8tatca,  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  am- 
ple opportunity  ahould  be  firit  afforded  for  a  foil  develop- 
ment of  public  opinion  on  the  subject.  Since  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  were 
referred,  a  very  short  time  lias  elapsed.  Notwithstanding 
this,  if  the  committee  had  supposed  that  there  exited  any 
necessity  whatever  for  speedy  action,  they  would  doubtless 
have  proceeded  with  the  Hghta  already  before  them.  But 
this  is  manifestly  not  the  case.  We  have  been  invited  by 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  explore 
the  power  granted  to  this  Government  concerning  bank- 
ruptcies, to  see  whether  we  cannot,  in  a  manner  authorized 
by  the  constitution,  impose  some  salutary  check  upon  the 
issue  of  pap*r  money,  and  guard  against  a  recurrence  of 
that  greet  catastrophe  which  has  inundated  the  where 
countrv  with  a  depredated  currency.  The  evil  to  be  rem1 
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po  rat  ions  created  by  the  several  States.  Now,  whether 
the  operations  of  a  bankrupt  system  are  to  be  extended  to 
banks  already  in  existence,  or  only  to  such  as  may  be 
hereafter  created,  there  con  be  no  necessity  for  hasty  ac- 
tion. It  ia  not  probable  that  any  8tate  will,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  create  any  more  institutions  similar  to 
those  whose  dark  bodies  now  cloud  the  landscape  of  the 
whole  Union,  snd  whose  misconduct  and  misfortunes  have 
prompted  a  thorough  examination  into  all  the  powers  of 
this  Government,  to  discover,  if  possible,  some  means  to 
make  them  respect  our  Axed  policy,  and  act  in  strict  sub- 
ordination hereafter  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  Neither  is  ft 
probable  that  Congress  would  be  inclined  to  subject  exist- 
ing banks,  without  delay,  to  the  operations  of  a  bankrupt 
law.  Time  ought  to  be  given  to  these  institutions,  on 
account  of  their  numerous  stockholders  and  debtors,  to  re- 
cover from  the  dilemma  into  which  they  had  fallen.  Be- 
fore we  undertake  to  enforce  a  new  rule  of  morals,  altering 
essentially  the  past  policy  of  the  country,  all  parties  to  be 
affected  should  have  time  to  prepare  for  the  change.  In 
no  event,  then,  can  there  be  a  necessity  for  acting  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  President  concerning  banks  at  the 
present  session.  At  the  regular  session  it  can  be  deliber- 
ately disposed  of  without  injustice  to  any  interest  involved. 
Moreover,  it  will  be  perceived  that  neither  the  message  of 
the  President,  nor  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  referred  to 
the  committee,  contains  any  proposition  to  devise  a  general 
system  of  bankruptcy  applicable  to  merchants  aid  others ; 
and  the  committee  believed  that  they  would  not  have  met 
the  expectations  and  requirements  of  the  country,  if  they 
had  reported  a  bill  applicable  to  banking  corporations  alone. 
Between  the  close  of  this  and  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  the  public  mind  may  be  tumed  to  this  very 
important  subject,  and  Congress  will  re.isscmblo  in  De- 
cember, with  the  advantage  of  much  additional  information. 

How  far  these  considerations,  or  any  of  them,  have 
operated  on  other  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
Mr.  T.  was  not  prepared  to  say.  Suggestions  similar  to 
these  were  made  when  the  resolution  was  apsented  to 
which  has  been  handed  to  the  House.  But  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  whether  any  one  or  all  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  are  ready  to  adopt  or  repudiate  the  mea- 
sure recommended  by  the  President.  On  last  point  he 
could  speak  for  himself  only.  He  had  bestowed  upon  that 
measure  a  good  deal  of  reflection,  and  had  examined  and 
listened  to  many  of  the  arguments  urged  s gainst  it,  snd 
yet  had  not  heard  nor  found  any  thing  to  bring  to  his  mind 
the  unwelcome  conviction  that  there  is  no  power  in  any  of 
our  Government*,  State  or  federal,  to  check  and"  control 
eflrrtually  the  corporations  of  the  country.  He  was  re- 
luctant to  believe  that  a  State  can,  by  a  grant  of  a  charter, 
secure  to  a  portion  of  its  citizens  an  exemption  from  the 
obligations  intended  to  be  imposed  on  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States  by  one  ef  the  most  important  articles  in  the 
federal  constitution.  That  instrument  denies  to  the  States 
the  power  to  impair  the  obligations  of  a  contract.  There 
rs  no  distinction  to  be  found  there  !>etwp#n  the  contracts  of 
corporations  and  those  of  Individ  ami  citizens.  The  obliga- 
tions of  all  are  to  be  held  sacred  and  untouched  by  State 
legislation.  Nearly  all,  if  not  all,  the  corporations  that 
have  seenred  banking  privileges  from  the  States,  are  re- 
quired to  pay  specie  on  demsnd  for  their  notes  and  other 
liabilities.  In  fact,  nothing  but  specie  can  he  made  a  legal 
tender  by  a  State  in  payment  of  any  contract  into  which 
they  may  enter.  The  notes  containing  such  a  promise  are 
received  by  the  community,  and  withoot  that  promise  they 
would  not  be  accepted.  And  he  waa  unwilling  to  believe 
that  Congress  cannot  interpose  when  these  contracts  are 
violated,  and  deny  to  any  State  the  right  to  impair  their 
obligations  by  attempting  to  legalise  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments.    The  position  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
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into  all  the  power?  of  the  General  Government  for  a  reme- 
dy co-extensive  with  the  evil  bow  afflicting  the  country. 

For  inviting  attention  to  this  subject,  the  President  ie 
entitled  to  the  tbanka  of  every  patriot  and  philanthropist. 
The  hanks  of  the  States  ought  to  bo  indulged  in  the  free 
exercise  of  all  powers  lawfully  granted.  But  they  must 
not  be  permitted  to  inundate  the  whole  country  with  their 

depreciate  the 
i  at  large  to 
i  rniKmanagement,  while  their 
stockholders  are  not  only  exempt  from  the  losses  incurred, 
but  have  an  opi>ortunity,  in  common  with  the  whole  com* 
m  unity,  to  speculate  in,  and  profit  hy,  the  fluctuating 
value  of  their  own  contracts.  The  directors  of  these  in- 
stitutions may  be  all  honest  and  honorable  men,  but,  aa- 


promise*  to  pay,  and  then,  with  impunity,  depr 
currency  thus  put  afloat,  and  subject  the  people  i 
the  evil  consequences  of  this  ininroanageroent,  v 


edly,  they  often  act  on  foot  a  ay  stem  of  shaving— he 
bad  almost  said  of  plunder  and  robbery— by  which  the 
speculitor  snatches  from  the  hand  of  industry  hair  the 
bread  it  has  earned. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  read  to  the 
House  a  portion  of  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  in 
the  Semite,  in  1627,  to  show  that  the  sentiments  then  en- 
tertained by  that  distinguished  man  differ  widely  from  those 
contained  in  his  late  message  to  Congress.  Supposing  that 
he  had  established  this  inconsistency,  the  gentleman  tells 
us  that  he  will  not  indulge  in  harsh  epithets.  Be  it  so, 
sir.  If,  however,  the  gentleman  should  think  proper  to 
characterize  harshly  what  he  considers  an  inconsistency, 
Mr.  T.  presumed  that,  if  the  Chief  Magistrate  did  not 
think  proper  to  defend  himself,  some  one  of  his  friends 
could,  without  difficulty,  satisfy  the  country  that  he  bed 
been  unjustly  assailed  ;  but  he  tlnttered  himself  that  this 
would  not  become  necessary.  When  the  gentleman  has 
deliberately  reviewed  the  speech  and  tbe  message,  and  has 
taken  into  calm  consideration  tbe  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  severally  uttered,  he  thought  the 
gentleman  would  find  that  denunciations  of  their  author 
would  be  misplaced. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  supsreste  "that  it  is  our 
duty  to  provide  all  the  remedies  against  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency which  the  constitution  enables  us  to  afford.  Tbe 
Treasury  Department,  on  several  former  occasions,  has 
suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform  law 
concerning  bankruptcies  of  corporation*,  and  other  bank- 
ers. Through  the  instrumentality  of  such  a  law,  a  salu- 
tary check  may,  doubtless,  be  interposed  on  the  issues  of 
paper  money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  be  given  to  the  citi- 
zen, in  a  way  at  once  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and 
fully  authorized  by  the  constitution." 

Thie  langoage  the  fen  tie  man  from  Pennsylvania  sup- 
poses conflicts  with  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate,  in  1827, 
against  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Branch  to  the  gener- 
al bankrupt  bill  then  and  there  under  consideration.  If 
this  supposition  was  well-founded,  there  would  be  no  just 
cause  to  apply  "harsh  language"  to  the  President.  He 
could  have  avoided,  without  censure,  malting  tbe  sugges- 
tions in  the  message  which  have  exposed  him  to  the  i  banjo 
of  inconsistency.  This  will  not  be  denied.  If,  then,  he 
was  not  compelled  to  speak ;  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  with 
propriety  have  been  silent,  let  us  inquire  with  what  pro- 
priety any  unworthy  motive  could  be  imputed  to  him  ?  No 
one  will  maintain,  Mr.  T.  imagined,  that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  has  not  a  large  share  of  sagacity  and  foresight. 
His  enemies  impute  to  him  powers  of  mind  almost  magical. 
He  roast  have  known,  then,  that  be  has,  by  suggesting  a 
bankrupt  law  as  a  remedy  against  depreciated  currency, 
put  in  peril  his  popularity  at  home,  where  ho  must  be  most 
anxious  to  stand  linn  in  the  affections 


Whatever  might  be,  therefore,  thought  of  tbe  wisdom  of 
his  opinions,  surelv  no  one  ought  to  impute  to  him  selfish 
or  unmanly  inducements,  if,  in  fact,  be  had  in  tho  mes- 
sage contradicted  the  doctrines  of  the  speech.  But  is  this 
true  !  To  test  the  correctness  of  the  charge,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  examine  what  would  have  been  the  effect,  and 
look  to  tbe  object  of  the  motion  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 


i  of  the  people.  He 
has,  too,  by  tbe  same  step,  risked  an  addition  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  enemies  of  his  administration  throughout  the 


The  bill  before  the  Senate  in  1887 
assumption  that  all  who  were  to  be  subjected  to  iu  provi. 
sions  were  natural  persons.  For  the  enforcement  of  its 
requirements  heavy  personal  penalties,  including  imprison- 
ment, were  to  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Branch  proposed  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  inserting  in  the  first  section  the 
"  or  other  banking  corporations."  This  umendtnen 
opposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  speech  from  which  ex- 
tracts have  been  read  to  the  House.  If  the  motion  hud 
been  assented  to  without  other  material  alterations  in  the 
bill,  it  would  have  been  an  anomaly  iu  legislation. 

Hanking  corporations  arc  intangible,  ideal  beings,  and 
could,  of  course,  do  nothing  which,  according  to  tho  bill, 
would  have  amounted  to  an  act  ol  bankruptcy.  Seeing 
this,  Mr.  Van  Buren  supposed,  if  the  amendment  prevail- 
ed, that  it  would  become  necessary  to  new  model  the 
whole  bill.  He  therefore  proceeded  to  inquire,  if  tbe 
clause  were  to  be  inserted,  upon  whom  the  pains  and  pen- 
alties of  the  law  could  with  propriety  be  made  to  rest. 
He  insisted  that  the  officers  of  the  banks  ought  not  to  suf- 
fer in  their  persons  or  private  property  on  account  of  the 
failures  of  the  hanks.  They  are  but  the  employed  agents 
of  the  stockholders,  and  must  act  in  obedience  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  institution  ;  and  it  would  be  the  grossest  injus- 
tice to  make  them  individually  responsible,  not  only  for 
their  own  acts,  but  for  the  misfortunes  and  losses  of  cor- 
porations which  they  had  no  power  to  control.  He  main- 
tained, also,  that  the  private  property  of  stockholders  in 
banks  then  existing  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  ensure  by 
commissioners  of  bankruptcy,  to  satisfy  the  debts  of  the 
corporation. 

By  the  charters  of  these  institutions,  tbe  stockholders 
were'  expressly  exempted  from  all  liability  for  the  disasters 
of  the  corporation;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  contended  that 
Congress  could  not  by  an  ex  pott  fodo  law  inflict  upon 
individuals  serious  personal  penalties,  and  seize  their  pri- 
vate property,  to  enforce  contracts  entered  into  by  their 
agents  under  an  authority  which  exempted  them  from  all 
liability  whatever.  i 

These  opinions  are  not  antagonistieal  to  the  suggestions 
contained  in  the  President's  message. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  8letes,  without  attempt- 
ing to  define  tbe  provisions  or  objects  of  a  bankrupt  law, 
clothes  Congress  with  power  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  bankruptcy.  The  President  has  not  pointed  out  any 
specific  mode  in  which  this  power  shall  be  exercised;  but 
says  that,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  power,  snch 
regulations  may  be  established  as  will  impose  a  salutary 
check  on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  give  tn  the  citizen 
an  effectual  remedy,  equal  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  against 
some  of  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency.  If  this  cannot 
be  dune  without  controlling  the  lawa  of  tbe  Btates,  as  pro- 
posed in  1837,  then  the  suggestions  of  the  message  are  : 
consistent  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  exf 
in  tbe  debate  in  the  8enate,  but  not  otherwise. 

This  is  not  a  proper  occasion  to  inquire  whether  it  ia 
competent  for  Congress  to  bring  the  general  authority  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  constitution  over  the  indebtedness  of 
bankers,  whether  individual  or  corporate,  in  aid  of  tbe 
8t:ite  laws.  But  it  will  not  be  difficult  when  that  effort 
shall  be  made,  to  show  that  it  can  be  done  con 
and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  constitutional 
contended  lor  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

If  the  bankrupt  question  should  come,  while  be 
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member,  fairly  up  for  disc usuion  in  Congress,  Mr.  T.  would 
undertake  to  examine  how  far  the  several  Stales  can  limit 
«nd  restrain  ibe  Government,  in  tbe  exercise  of  an  undoubt- 
ed power,  expressed  clearly  in  the  constitution,  by  grants 


of  privileges  and  immunities  to  their  citizens,  incompatible 
with  that  which  may  be  made  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
Bat,  at  present,  it  was  not  necessary  to  enter  upon  what  is 
well  known  to  be  debatable  ground.  The  suggestions  of 
the  message  can  be  readily  carried  out  without  trenching 
upon  the  privileges  secured  to  incorporated  bankers  by  the 
laws  of  the  several  States.  The  condition  of  the  country, 
at  this  moment,  furnishes  an  opportunity  for  an  apt  illus- 
tration of  this  opinion.  Tbe  charters  of  nearly  all  the 
banks  of  the  country  have  been  forfeited,  by  a  suspension 
of  specie  payments.  Until  this  occurred,  the  evils  of  our 
banking  system,  although  known  to  be  great,  were  not 
generally  esteemed  lo  be  intolerable.  .Since  that  event, 
speculators  and  shavers  are  out  like  hawks  upon  the  wing, 
preying  without  restraint  upon  the  community,  by  baying 
and  selling  a  depreciated  and  fluctuating  paper  currency. 
In  many  cases,  those  who  are  interested  in  fallen  bank* 
may,  and  probably  will,  amns6  fortunes,  at  the  expense  of 
the  producing  classes,  by  purchasing  at  a  discount  the  lia- 
bilities of  tbe  institutions  with  which  they  are  identified. 
It  will  be  confessed  that  this  state  of  things  aggravates  es- 
sentially the  calamities  incident  to  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  If  tbe  States  do  not,  could  not  Congress  effec- 
tually interpose  to  correct  this  revolting  spectacle  1  Could 
not  Congress,  ufter  a  specified  delay  in  the  payment  of 
their  notes  ami  other  liabilities,  which  they  are  required  by 
their  charters  to  redeem  in  specie,  provide,  by  a  general 
law,  that  the  creditors  of  such  banks  may  apply  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  adequate  process  ?  It  would 
not  be  requisite  to  inflict  upon  the  contractors,  or  their 
agents,  personal  penalties  ;  but  commissioners  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  custody  their  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors.  Such  a  proceeding  towards  an  insolvent 
corporation  would  produce  measurable  relief  against  some 
of  the  mischiefs  often  complained  of.  The  acts  and  doings 
of  such  a  commissioner  would  be  public.  AH  parties  in- 
terested would  bave  access  to  his  papers,  and  thereby  be 
able  to  estimate  correctly  the  value  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
corporation.  At  present,  under  the  existing  systems  of 
many  of  the  Stales,  the  managers  of  banks  that  have  failed 
continue  to  direct  secretly  their  operations.  They,  and 
they  alone,  know  minutely  their  condition,  and  can  ascer- 
tain clearly  the  value  of  their  engagements.  The  direct- 
ors nay,  too,  give  improper  preferences  to  creditors,  or 
transfer  the  wbole  funds  of  tbe  banks  to  trustees,  instead  of 
making  a  fair  and  speedy  distribution  of  them  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  concerned. 

Would  not  all  these  nusohieJs  be  prevented  by  a  transfer 
of  the  papers  and  effects  of  a  bankrupt  corporation  to  a  pub- 
lic officer,  to  whose  proceedings  all  parties  interested  could 
have  unrestrained  access  1  And  would  not  a  measure  of 
this  character  operate  to  restrain  the  isMucs  and  business  of 
banks  within  reasonable  bounds  t  If  the  stockholders  were 
apprized  that,  on  the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  the  as- 
sets of  the  bank  were  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all 
concerned,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  thut  they  would 
take  care  to  guard  against  tbe  occurence  of  such  a  contin- 
gency, by  precautions  l«tter  than  those  which  have  been 
generally  used.  This  being  true,  here  is  a  simple  mode  in 
which  tbe  suggestions  of  the  message  can  be  responded  to, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  encroach  upon  the 
authority  of  the  States  to  grant  bank  charters,  or  interfere 
with  the  personal  immunities  intended  to  be  secured  by 
such  grants ;  snd  it  has  none  of  the  attributes  of  the  meas- 
ure proposed  by  Mr.  Branch,  and  op|>o*ed  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  tn  1827. 

There  ate  other  modes  in  which  the  greet  object  of  the 


message — a  remedy  against  depreciated  currency — could 
be  furthered  through  tbe  instrumentality  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  not  inconsistent  with  the  doctrines  contended  for  in 
1827.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  sub- 
ject Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  President 
has  not  exposed  himself  to  just  censure  o 
and  that  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  has 
faithfully  the  duty  imposed  on  it  by  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  had  arisen  to  establish  those  two  positions,  and 
not  to  enter  into  the  debate  ut  large  ;  and  having  (aid  all 
that  he  thought  needful  for  that  purpose,  he  concluded. 

[The  hour  of  half  past  two  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  its  usual  recess  till  four  o'clock.] 

EvBBING  8*8*10*. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  House  met  after  the  recess. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  being 
under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Wbole, 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  clause  declaring,  in  substance,  that  tbe  banks  or 
merchants  indebted  to  the  Government  might  settle  their 
respective  balances  in  Treasury  notes  before, they  fell  due. 

But  it  was  ruled  not  to  be  in  order  at  Ibis  time. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Rkitt,  of  South  Carolina,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  observed 
that,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
was  vested  with  an  unlimited  power  of  employ  ing  as  many 
clerks  us  he  pleased,  and  at  whatever  salary  be  chose  to 
fix;  and  he  iuquired  of  Mr.  Caxbbs.li.ro  how  many 


be  their  compensation  ! 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  great  surprise  that 
such  a  question  should  have  been  put  by  the  father  of  the 
House,  who  had  been  in  Congress  all  through  the  last 
war,  and  had  voted  for  just  such  a  bill  to  issue  Treasury 
notes,  with  a  similar  discretion  as  to  clerks. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  denied  that  he  had  voted  for  the  bill 
alluded  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  it. 
He  then  referred  to  a  bill  passed  two  years  ago,  respecting 
Virginia  land  warrants,  where  many  clerks  wore  necessary, 
and  in  which  a  similar  discretion  was  entrusted  with  the 
Department.  He  thought  the  inquiry  the  most  absurd 
that  could  be  imagined. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  replied  with  some  warmth  to  this  re- 
mark, and  a  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  reference 
was  had  to  the  days  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  history  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Williams'*  votes  for 
President,  and  the  general  politics  of  the  country,  in  the 
course  of  which  there  was  some  sharp  retort.  Mr.  Cax- 
bk i  i.sse  declining  lo  answer  Mr.  Williams's  query,  he 
movod  that  the  committee  rise)  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  offered  an  amend- 
ment, restricting  the  number  of  clerks  to  four,  and  the 
amount  of  the  salary  of  each  at  the  rate  of  $  1,200  per  an- 
num. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  assent  to  this 
amendment;  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HatsTBs,  not 
hoard  by  our  reporter,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RIVES,  of  Virginia,  proposed  to  strike  out  the  2d 
section  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Caxbbklsvo, 
tbe  effect  of  which  would  be  to  provide  for  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  without  interest. 

Mr.  R,  supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which 
I  he  insisted  that  notes  of  the  description  he  desired,  while 
they  met  and  relieved  the  wants  of  tbe  Government,  would 
|  equally  meet  tbe  great  want  uf  tbe  people,  by  giving  them 
a  uniform  circulating  medium.    He  contended  tbat  no  ob- 
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jrction  eouM  he  uived  to  this  nn-n-ur<»,  save  by  the  advo- 
cate* of  the  Bank  of  tho  United  Slates,  or  by  persons  de- 
sirous of  speculating  on  tha  necessities  of  the  community ; 
Umn  notes  would  st  once  reduce  the  balance  of  exchange 
with  England  ;  and  this  would  operate  to  prevent  their  de- 
preciation. Treasury  notes  would  circulate  better  without 
bearing  an  interval  than  with  a  low  rate  of  interest ;  and 
were  tho  amount  $40,000,000  instead  of  $10,000,000,  it 
would  be  a  safe  and  salutary  measure,  and  the  very  best 
thiijR  Congress  could  do. 

Mr.  HAYNES  auggested  that  it  we*  of  little  conse- 
queues  whether  these  notes  should  circulate,  or  should  be 
hoarded ;  for,  if  they  were  hoarded,  the  effect  would  be  to 
force  out  an  equal  amount  into  active  circulation. 

Mr.  8NYDEK  said  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if 
we  were  under  the  necessity  of  issuing  teu  millions  of  pa- 
per money  ;  for  one,  he  thought  it  important  that  the  pa- 
per should  be  of  equal  value  with  specie ;  unless  it  is,  the 
consequences  will  be  that  the  issue  of  this  paper  will  add 
to,  in  place  of  diminishing,  the  evil  which  at  pr&cnt  ex- 
ists ;  for,  disguise  this  as  you  may,  it  is  a  debt  which  wo 
are  involving  the  nation  in  to  tho  amount  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  always  legislating 
in  a  manner  that  my  constituents  could  understand  my 
sets ;  hence  I  would  much  prefer  a  loan  of  ton  millions  to 
the  present  proposed  mode  of  issuing  warrants  to  that 
amount,  redeemable  in  one  year;  for,  depend  upon  it,  if 
we  keep  our  faith  with  the  Stales,  we  have  ten  millions  to 
pay  them  in  1839.  There  is  now  a  deficit  in  the  Treasu- 
ry of  two  millions  and  upwards ;  this,  together  with  the 
ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Government,  will  consume  all 
the  contemplated  revenue  of  the  next  year ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  the  money  must  be  raised  to  redeem  the 
warrants,  and  rest  assured  that  the  people  will  understand 
it  when  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  it.  It  is  objected,  too, 
that  if  these  warranto  bear  interest,  they  will  bo  anxiously 
sought  for,  and,  being  more  valuable  than  specie,  they  will 
be  locked  u|>,  and  withheld  from  circulation.  Admit  this, 
it  wdl  take  ten  millions  of  specie  or  its  equivalent  to  with- 
draw from  circulation  the  warranto,  thus  adding  to  the 
means  of  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payment.  Not  only 
lite  wants  of  the  people,  but  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
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which  would  relieve  the 
deranged  state  of  the  currency,  nnd  have  an  equal  value 
with  specie.  I  repeat,  air,  I  would  prefer  a  loan  to  the 
odium  of  issuing  a  paper  currency,  not  based  on  a  specie 
capital,  and  which  the  taxes  of  our  constituents  must  in 
the  end  pay. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEXG  thought  it  desirable  to  get  this 
bill  into  the  House  without  delay ;  gentlemen  need  not 
dread  the  previous  question*  because,  as  the  body  of  the 
bill  was  in  tho  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  bill  oiiginally 
reported,  the  previous  question  could  not  be  token  brforo 
the  amendment  was  voted  on.  Ho  explained  (be  reason 
why,  though  at  first  in  favor  of  Treasury  notes  without 
interest,  he  hod  since  changed  his  opinion.  When  he 
proposed  notes  without  interest,  a  largo  amount  was  ex- 
peeled  to  flow  into  the  Troasury  ;  this  was  now  to  be  de- 
ferred ;  and  it  was  safest  to  add  an  interest  to  guard  against 
depreciation.  Gentlemen  ought  to  remember  that  one 
million  of  theso  notes  bought  up  and  sent  abroad  was  equal, 
in  its  beneficial  effects  upon  the  state  of  the  currency,  to 
ten  millions  circulating  at  home. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  it  would  be  beat  to  pass  at  once 
the  amendments  that  should  be  offered,  then  lay  this 
and  take  up  the  others  and  go  through  with 
in  committee,  and  report  the  whole  to  the  H 
without  delay.    He  considered 
Vot.  XIV.— 78 


bill  for  the  sdmiiiiKiration  of  all  that  had  been  reported. 
This  was  the  money  bill :  pass  this,  and  these  teu  millions 
could  be  converted  l>y  the  Government  into  specie,  and  it 
had  already  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions  in  tbc  deposits 
banks  which  this  bill  would  render  permanently  unavaila- 
ble ;  so  that  they  would  ha  enabled  to  do  all  they  desired, 
with  or  without  the  sub-Treasury  bill.  The  Treasury 
could  securely  hoard  up  the  avails  of  these  notes,  and  then 
circulate  its  own  drufts. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  had  an  amendment  which 
he  was  desirous  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  present  bill ; 
the  substance  of  which  be  stated  to  be,  that  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  due  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  (other  than  those  for  tho 
first  instalment,)  provided  they  should  not  sell  below  par, 
which  would  amount  to  about  six  millions  and  a  half;  and 
if  that  should  be  impracticable,  then  that  he  Iwrow,  on 
those  bonds,  six  and  a  half  millions,  at  an  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  cent.,  payable  at  any  time  after  two  years. 
He  made  a  few  remarks  to  show  the  probability  that  these 
bonds  could  be  sold  at  par.  As  to  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  Treasury  notes,  he  held  that  it  depended 
on  the  fact  whether  any  fund  was  provided  in  band  on 
which  to  found  their  payment;  without  this,  be  < 
they  were  but  mere  paper  money,  and,  as  such, 


tutional. 

Mr.  RIVES  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  insert 
the  words  "  not  bearing  interest. " 

Mr.  HOLSEY,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  argued  the  danger,  or  at  least  the  possibility,  of  such 
notes  going  below  par,  and  dwelt  on  the  mischievous  con- 


sequences to  the  country  and  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  McKIM  said  be  was  in  favor  of  Treasury 
bearing  interest,  though  he  considered  the  security  of  the 
United  States  better  than  any  other  in  the  world.  He 
had  seen  them,  at  one  period  of  the  late  war,  at  a  discount 
of  1 1  per  cent  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  such  would  be 
the  case  now.  He  preferred  notes  to  a  loan,  as  it  would 
be  but  for  a  year,  and  nobody  would  want  to  invest  their 
money  in  stock  which  had  so  short  a  time  to  run.  Ho 
thought  it  not  right  to  offer  to  pay  the  public  creditors  in 
paper  not  bearing  interest,  nor  did  he  desire  the  Govern- 
ment to  encounter  the  odjum  of  issuing  psper  money. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  reminded  the  committee  that  they  were 
to  look  at  all  these  several  bills  as  but  different  parts  of  ooo 
connected  system,  and  that  the  entire  Hystem  was  >"  like 
manner,  connected  with  and  involved  in  each  bill. 

The  question  was  not  put  on  Mr.  Rives's  amendment, 
to  add  tho  words  ' '  not  bearing  interest,"  and  negatived  : 
Ayes  56,  noes  91. 

Tho  question  was  then  token  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  UjfPicawoon,  which  he  now  offered  in  the  following 
words  : 

That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bo  authorised  to  sell 
and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds  or 
evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors,  and 
compmy  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stoles  in  the  Isle  Bunk  of  the  United  States,  nnd  to 
apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer,  in 
payment  of  sny  demands  upon  the  Treasury :  Provided, 
hvtverer,  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  less  sum  than  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt,  exclusive 
of  interest. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  it  be  im- 
practicable to  sell  said  bonds,  or  evidences  of  debt,  in  tho 
manner  provided  in  the  firrt  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  bo 
lawful  for  tho  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  is  here- 
by authorised,  to  borrow  six  million  fire  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  at  an  interest 
not  exceeding  the  rate  of  six  per  rent,  per  annum,  and  to 
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apply  ,the  money  so  borrowed  in  payment  of  any  demands 
upon  the  Treasury ;  and  all  money  borrowed  under  tbo 
provision!  of  this  section  shall  and  may  be  repaid  at  tba 
pleasure  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  auy 
time  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  from  the  time  it  shall  have 
been  borrowed. 

When  it  was  negatived  :  Ayea  80,  noes  91. 
Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indiana,  oli'ered  now  tbcwncndinent  he 
had  before  proposed,  as  follows : 

"  Including  all  balances  owing  by  the  late  deposito  bank*, 
and  all  sums  owing  on  duty  bonds,  whether  such  balances 
on  bond*  or  Treasury  notes  shall,  at  the  time  of  any  such 
offer  to  pay,  be  due  or  not." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  opposed  this  amendment.  The 
Government  might  as  well  allow  a  merchant  now  to  antici- 
pate his  bonds,  by  buying  up  depreciated  paper  and  taking 
them  up  before  they  fell  due.  Let  the  notes  be  received 
when  the  debt  fell  due,  and  not  before.  The  other  arrange-  j 
went  might  embarrass  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  if  this  ( 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  United  States  Bank  of  , 
Pennsylvania  might  pay  the  whole  amount  of  their  bonds  , 
to  Government  in  that  way. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  supported  the  amendment,  contending  | 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  creditor  to  set  off  Treasury  i 
notes,  if  be  could  gel  them,  agaiiul  his  debt  to  the  Govern-  I 
ment.    This  would  hold  out  a  strong  inducement  to  all 
creditors  of  Government  to  take  these  notes,  and  they 
would  thus  be  sooner  brought  into  circulation. 

Mr.  DUNN  insisted  that  the  terms  of  bis  amendment 
excluded  the  United  States  Bunk  from  availing  itself  of  it, 
by  Mr.  Robebtsox.  The  effect  of  his 
.  would  be  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  these 
notes. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  merchants  would  be  left 
just  ss  they  were  now ;  they  could  buy  these  notes  and 
hold  them  till  the  lime  their  debts  to  Government  fell  due. 
It  would  leave  both  the  banks  and  the 
where  they  were  now. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  went  into  a 
of  some  length,  in  which  bo  animadverted,  with  severi- 
ty, on  the  financial  measures  proposed  by  the  adminis- 
tration, and  im»i»ied  thai  it  was  very  manifest  that  the  ob- 
ject was  lo  place  the  banks  at  the  mercy  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  eventually  to  crush  them.  He  did 
not  wish  the  bill  to  leave  the  hands  of  the  committee  till 
some  security  was  provided  against  such  a  result 

II o  therefore  moved  to  lay  this  bill  and  amendment  aside 
for  the  present,  and  lake  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  final 
eel t lenient  of  accounts  with  the  late  deposito  banks. 

A  question  of  order  was  raised  by  Mr.  Cambrblxko, 
hut  the  motion,  after  some  discussion,  was  decided  lo  be 
in  order. 

The  motion,  however,  was  negatived  :  Ayes  78,  noes  96. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Dumn's  amendment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a  count. 

The  questioit  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
CAMBBBtK*6,  (in  fact  upon  the  whole  bill,) 

Mr.  WI8E  said  he  wished  to  take  a  "woodpecker's 
Up"  on  this  "hollow  beech  tree;"  he  accordingly  moved 
the  f  Mowing  amendments  to  the  hill: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  [be 
may  thiuk  expedient]  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
may  require,  but  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole  amount  of 
noies  issued,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  de- 
nominations not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  any  one 
note,  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Mid  Trea- 
sury notes,  authorised  to  be  issued  by  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  shall  l«  reimbursed  and  redeemed  by  the 


United  States,  at  the  Treasury  thereof,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  the  said  notes  respec- 
tively ;  [from  which  said  dales,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
and  no  longer,  they  shall  bear  such  interest  as  shall  be  ex- 
pressed upon  the  face  of  the  said  notea ;  which  rate  of  in- 
terest, upon  each  several  isaoe  of  the  said  notes,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  approbation  of  the  President;  but  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  rate  of  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num.] The  reimbursement  herein  provided  for  shall  be 
made  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders 
of  the  said  notes  respectively,  upon  presentment,  [and 
«liall  include  the  principal  ot  each  note,  aud  the  interest 
which  may  be  due  thereon  at  the  time  of  payment.]  For 
this  reimbursement,  at  the  time  and  times  herein  spe- 
cified, the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  solemnly 
pledged. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  iho  said  Trea- 
sury notes  shall  be  prepared  under  tlie  direction  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be  signed  on 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Treasurer  thereof,  and 
tersigned  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  those 
officers  respectively  shall,  as  checks  upon  each  other,  and 
to  secure  the  public  safety,  keep  separate,  full,  and  accu- 
rate accounts  of  the  number,  dale,  denomination,  and 
□mount  of  all  the  note*  signed  and  countersigned  by  them 
respectively ;  which  said  accounts  shall  be  carefully  pre- 
served and  placed  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department ;  and, 
also,  similar  accounts,  kept  and  preserved  in  the  same  man- 
ner, of  all  the  said  notes  redermcd,  as  the  same,  shall  be 
returned  and  cancelled ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall  further 
account  quarterly  for  all  such  notes  delivered  to  him  for 
signature  or  issue  by  the  Register.  The  Treasurer  and 
Register  of  tho  Treasury  are  hereby  authorized,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  employ  such  additional  temporary  clerks  as 
the  duties  eujoined  upon  them  by  this  section  may  render 
necessary  :  the  compensation  of  each  clerk  so  employed  to 
bo  fixed  by  the  Secretary. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  muse  to  be  isturd 
such  portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  President 
may  thiuk  expedient,  in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  such  public  creditors  or  other  persons  as  may 
choose  to  receive  such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  [at 
par,]  on  tho  face.  [And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
further  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  8tatee,  to  barrow,  from  time  to  time,  not  under 
par,  such  sums  as  tho  President  may  think  expedient,  on 
the  credit  of  such  notes.  ]  Provided,  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any  dit  hurt- 
ing officer  of  the  Government,  to  pay  out  or  circulate  any 
T reaaurv  note  or  notet,  to  long  at  there  remain*  in  the 
hands  of  such  disbursing  officer,  or  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  any  specie  or  other  available  funds  .-  And 
provided  further,  That  the  whole  amount,  or  to  much  of 
the  five  ntilUont  of  dollars  as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the 
Treasury  for  contingencies,  shall  be  kept  on  hand  in 
Treasury  notes,  until  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
ahull  render  their  use  or  circulation  necessary. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Treas- 
ury notes  shall  be  transferable,  by  delivery  and 
endorsed  thereon,  by  the  person  to  whom  the 
on  the  fsce  thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  0  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Treas- 
ury notes  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  all  duties  and 
taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  tbe  United  Slates ;  of  all  the 
public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority,  and  of  all  debts  due 
to  the  United  Slates,  of  any  character  whatsoever.  And 
on  every  such  payment  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  aroornt 
[of  the  principal  and  interest,  which,  on  the  day  of  such 
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be]  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  given  in 

at. 

7.  And  be  it  furthtr  enacted,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  [the  principoJ  and 
interest  of]  the  Treaaury  note*  which  may  \>c  issued  by 
virtoe  of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and  times  when  the 
same,  according  to  the*pro  visions  of  this  act,  should  be  thns 
«d  paid.  [And  the  said  Secretary  is  futthor 
make  purchases  of  the  mid  notes  at  par,  for 
the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of 
purchase  on  such  notes.  And  so  much  of  any  unappropri- 
ated moneys  in  the  Treasury  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  principal  and 
interest  of  said  notes.  1 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
cecding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  tame 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  pre- 

Saring,  printing,  engraving,  signing,  and  otherwise  ind- 
ent to  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  with  severity  upon  the  bill,  as  be- 
ing but  the  commencement  of  the  system  of  a  Treasury 
hunk.  The  system  was  to  be  presented  not  at  once,  but 
piecemeal.  The  hr»t,  rind  llie  largest  stride  was  to  familiar 
ixe  the  minds  of  the  people  with  Treasury  iaaues.  The 
plea  urged  for  this  was  the  necessities  of  the  Government ; 
hut  sn  honorable  gentlemsn  from  Sooth  Carolina  had  come 
out  boldly  the  other  day,  and  avowed  his  opinion  that  the 
Government  ought  to  have  a  permanent  paper  circulation. 
Mr.  W.  entered  his  protest  agninst  a  new  public  debt,  and 
a  Treasury  bank.  He  compared  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
ministration to  that  of  the  famous  Fanny  Wright,  who, 
after  denouncing  matrimony  in  the  most  unmeasured  terms, 
was  next  heard  of  a?  Mad.  Daruamont.  So  this  Govern* 
ment  was  for  a  divorce  from  all  banks;  but  the  next  thing 
heard  of  would  be  its  marriage  to  the  worst  bank  on  the 
face  of  God's  earth— a  Treasury  bank. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  a  short,  but  animated  speech,  by 
moving  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  waa  negatived  :  Ayes  82,  noe»  89. 


then  put  on  his 


and  it 


The  question 
rejected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  Bank 
of  the  United  N  in  lee  from  availing  itself  of  Treasury  notes 
to  purchase  its  bonds  to  the  United  State*,  (which  it  would, 
if  possible,  certainly  do,  as  h  would  be  a  profitable  operation,) 
his  amendment  by  adding,  after  the  word  banks 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  offered  in  pay- 


Mr.  DUNN  moved  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill,  a 
provision  that  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  do  cease  on  the  1st  Monday  of  May, 
1 8.18 ;  but  it  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  wished  to  amend  the  hill  by  striking 
out  the  clause  which  provides  n  penalty  for  having  in  a 
man's  possession  paper  similar  to  that  used  for  the  Treas- 
ury notes,  with  intent  to  counterfeit;  but  his  motion  was 
negatived  after  a  short  discussion. 

Mr.  DUNN  offered  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : 

Pnmded,  however,  Thai  the  late  depo«ite  banks,  and 
persons  indebted  for  duties  on  extended  bonds,  may  pay 
the  same  at  any  time  in  Treasury  note*,  whether  said  debt?, 
or  such  Treasury  notes,  are  due  or  not  at  the  time  of  such 
oder  to  pev. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  tc 
that  the  power  to  is*uo  Treasury  notes 
Monday  of  June,  1639,  and  seconded  the  motion  by  a 
short  speech  urging  the  importance  of  testing  the  question 

a  this  hill  was 


and 


only,  or  was  to  be  a  fixed  and 


Mr.  DUNCAN  complained  of  the  ninny 
which  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  compelled  to 
sit  and  listen  to  the  taunts  of  the  opposition,  who  were 
continually  charging  them  with  being  under  Executive  in- 
fluence, and  so  forth.  He  would  admit  that  they  acted  to- 
gether, and  what  of  that  ■  The  friends  of  the  Government 
had  come  here  for  the  very  purpose  of  acting  together,  to 
relieve  the  country  from  its  presto t  distress.  But  the  op- 
position were  continually  raising  tho  panic  note,  ond  yet 
did  nothing  towards  relief.  They  not  only  refuse  to  set 
themselves,  but  they  endeavor  to  embarrass  and  prevent 
others  from  so  doing.  Was  it  not  but  the  other  day,  that 
one  who  claima  to  lie  a  leader  of  the  other  side,  [Mr. 
Wise,] told  them  "that  he  would  offer  nothing,  and  be 
hoped  that  none  of  the  opposition  would  offer  any  propo- 
sition for  relief  1"  Mr.  D.  then  referred  to  the  various 
measures  now  proposed,  and  contended  that  they  were  all 
calculated  to  afford  relief  to  the  banke  and  country  at  large. 


He  referred  to  the  short  period  remaining  of  the  session, 
and  earnestly  entreated  the  opposition,  that  if  they  would 
not  act  themselves,  at  least  to  permit  others  to  act  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  rejoined  wfOi  animation ;  when 
the  question  waa  taken  and  hia  amendment  rejected. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  to  amend  the  penal  section  of 
the  bill,  by  supplying  a  manifest  omission  of  the  case  of  a 
man's  having  in  his  possession  counterfeit  Treasury  notes, 
with  the  intent  to  pass  them ;  but  (owing,  as  whs  believed, 
to  a  misapprehension  of  the  vote)  it  was  declared  to  be 
negatived. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cam dbelkhs,  as  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House; 

The 


TavBiiur,  October  5. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

After  transacting  some  other  business,  the  House  passed 
to  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meant*,  declaring  it  to  be  inexpediont  to  charter 
a  national  bank;  and  the  question  being  on  Mr.  8  ess  Kant's 
motion  to  refer  the  resolution  to  tho  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  BYNUM,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  said  he 
had  not  risen  on  yesterday,  so  much  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  speech,  as  to  express  his  hearty  concurrence  in 
the  Kcntimt'iit!)  expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Glascock,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Class,)  and  he  exceedingly  re- 
gretted that  it  became  the  duly  of  the  Chair  to  interpose 
and  arrest  the  remarks  of  those  honorable  gentlemen, 
knowing  that  they  would  have  been  able  to  place  the  sub- 
ject in  a  clearer  point  of  view  than  it  was  in  his  power  to 
do.  He  also  rose  to  express  his  aarwiixhrnent  at  the  ex- 
traordinary course  pursued  by  tho  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Sxboxaht,]  in  moving  to  commit  the  reso- 
lution to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  after  having  been  indulged  by  the  House  for  three 
or  four  days  in  succession,  in  lecturing  the  House  and  ad- 
ministration, and  eulogizing — almost  delivering  a  funeral 
sermon  over  the  corse  of  the  deed  monster— the  bank. 
After  all  this,  it  appeared  to  him  atrango  that  the  gentle- 
man should  conceive  it  to  be  bis  duty,  to  the  prejudice  of 
those  who  feet  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppose  a  rechsrter  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  to  move  to  commit  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  thereby  depriving  them  of 
the  opportunity  of  defending  themselves,  or  replying  to  the 
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known  ibat  the  rules  prevent  o  member  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  replying  to  argument*  made  in  the  House. 
Ho  hoped  the  House  would  nut  adopt  the  motion  made  by 
thejr.entleman  from  Peimsyjvonia,  for  thie  rwaon :  Uiat 

tresses  under  which  the  country  waa  laboring ;  when,  in 
his  opinion,  if  there  waa  any  distress  in  thia  country,  it 
had  sprang  from  the  action  of  that  profli^,ite  and  monstrous 
institution,  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tsles.  He  belived  it 
was  the  Pandora's  box  v.hich  had  been  the  cause  of  all  the 
into,  all  the  evil*,  and  all  the  distresses,  of  which 
heard  so  much  on  this  floor.  He  hoped  the  ques- 
tion might  bo  taken  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  so 
that  the  country  might  be  put  at  rest  in  relation  to  it. 
I  jet  gentlemen  come  up  to  the  question,  and  toe  the  mark. 
Let  the  question  be  decided  in  the  House,  and  not  aont  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  no  vote  con  be  taken 
on  it,  and  where  discussion  will  only  add  to  the  distress 
which  already  exist.  In  hi*  humble  opinion,  there  could 
be  nothing  which  would  afford  more  solid  and  substantial 
relief  than  a  decision  of  this  House,  that  will  show  to  those 
who  make  complaints  of  distress,  and  ring  the  changes  on 
the  word  panic,  that  their  favorite  project  is  hopeless ;  that 
a  United  Slates  Bank  cannot  be  chartered  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to 
be  indulging  themselves  with  the  hope  that  it  can.  The 
sooner  this  was  done  the  better  it  wiJl  be  for  the  people  of 
the  country.  In  his  opinion,  if  we  intend  to  act  in  good 
faith  to  the  people,  and  do  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  and  the  distresses  of  that  people, 
the  very  first  thing  we  should  do  would  be  to  determine 
whether  the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bank  waa  to 
be  expected  by  any  party  in  the  country ;  to  settle  and  fix 
the  question  finally,  so  that  the  people  of  the  country  and 
the  capitalists  of  the  country  might  know  what  to  do.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  capital  now 
held  up  which  would  be  invested  in  other  business,  if  this 
question  was  determined ;  and  why  not  determine  it  at 
once,  and  put  it  at  rest  1  Gentlemen,  in  support  of  their 
motion  to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  say  they  want  a  discussion  of  the  subject.  Why, 
do  ihey  not  know  that  it  has  been  discussed  from  year  to 
year  for  the  last  six  years,  throughout  the  whole  country, 
and  in  both  brunches  of  Congress  T  Do  they  not  know 
that  it  has  been  discussed  in  both  brsncbes  of  Congress  at 
the  present  session,  on  almost  every  subject  which  has 
been  brought  forward  !  Have  we  not  heard  the  ditties 
which  have  been  sung  in  this  House  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  eulogy  of  their  favorite  inalitution  T 
And  do  gentlemen  not  know  that  this  subject  hi 
cussed  until  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
turn  away  from  it  with  loathing  and  disgust !  It  has  been 
decided  at  the  ballot  box  ih.it  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  country  wore  opposed  to  the  cvlsblbhrnent  of  a  nation- 
al bank;  and  he  wished  to  be  permitted  to  tell  gentlemen 
that  they  mistook  the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  the  country,  if  they  expect,  by  this  pro- 
tracted  discussion  of  the  question,  to  drive  them  from  their 
opposition  to  a  bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  in  vain 
for  them  to  expect  to  rivet  the  chains  which  had  sprung 
from  that  institution,  on  the  necks  of  the  people ;  and  the 
sooner  the  matter  was  decided,  the  better  for  the  country, 
as  it  will  put  at  rest  all  agitation  and  turmoil.  Tho  Prcai- 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  has  been  accused  of  taking  an 
extraordinary  course,  and  of  endeavoring  to  forestall  pub- 
lic opinion,  by  the  very  consistent  gentlemen  of  the  oppo- 
sition. He  his  been  denounced  and  declaimed  against  by 
those  who  deal  in  declamation,  for  the  extraordinary  aud 
high  banded  course  be  has  pursued;  and  it  will  be  recol- 
bv  every  gentleman  here,  that  those  wbo  now  de- 
.  him  for  throwing  out  his  opinions  in 


ism.  These  gentlemen  then  said  that  he  was  non-commit- 
tal on  every  thing — that  he  would  never  toe  the  mark — 
that  he  would  never  go  in  advance  of  public  opinion,  but 
followed  after  it  Now,  however,  they  aay  the 
boa  introduced  both  reckless  and  extroordinary 
measures,  and  they  denounce  him  for  endeavoring  to  fore- 
stall public  opinion.  All  these  arguments  and  denuncia- 
tions should  be  fairly  met,  and  he  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  whether  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration would  have  the  opportunity  of  answering  him  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  1  because  the 
knows  it  is  against  tbe  rule  to  reply  to  ar 
the  House.  He  wished  to  see  a  direct  and  early  vote  upon 
this  subject.  The  people  of  the  country  require  it.  They 
want  to  know  what  prospects  there  are  for  the  rechnrter  of 
a  national  bank,  so  that  they  may  know  what  to  expect. 
Ho  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  gentleman  in  this 
House,  who  was  inimical  to  the  establishment  of  a  national 
bank,  who  desired  to  avoid  lite  question  by  referring  it  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Every  individual  who  w*a 
at  heart  hostile  to  a  recharter  of  the  bunk,  muxt  be  disposed 
to  keep  the  subject  in  the  House,  and  not  permit  it  to  go 
to  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  it  may  be  discussed 
to  I  he  end  of  tbe  session  without  coming  to  any  conclu- 
sion thereon.  Gentlemen  have  talked  a  great  deal 
skulking  and  dodging  questions ;  but,  he  would  ask, 
ever  hw  such  dodging  as  there  had  been  on  this  question  t 
Gentlemen  desired  not  only  to  dodge  the  question,  but  to 
dodge  behind  the  rulos  of  the  House  to  save  themselves 
from  having  their  arguments  answered,  and  their  denun- 
ciations exposed. 

It  was  easy  to  make  assertions,  but  it  was  not  so  easy  to 
prove  them  ;  therefore,  gentlemen  endeavor  to  shield  them- 
selves by  having  the  subject  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Let  the  American  people  see  what  party  sup- 
port a  national  bank ;  let  tltem  see  their  strength,  and  what 
prospect  there  is  for  them  to  succeed,  and  they  will  be  sat- 
isfied. Tbe  farming  and  mechanical  interests  are  now  sat- 
isfied. Who,  then,  are  making  all  these  complaints  1  It 
is  tbe  bankites,  the  rag-barons,  and  the  stock  jobbers. 
These  are  the  men  who  are  endeavoring  to  render  the  Gov- 
ernment unpopular  with  the  people,  and  make  them  dis- 
contented with  their  country.  The  rapid  strides  which  tbe 
bank  is  making  for  almost  a  ni  versa  I  dominion  in  America, 
warn  us  of  tbe  necessity  of  letting  the  country  and  the 
world  know  its  fate  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  heard 
I  but  recently  of  this  institution  sending  an  agent  to  Europe, 
perhaps  to  interfere  with  our  commerce.  Every  day  ad- 
monishes us  of  tho  danger  of  the  bank ;  and  shall  we  longer 
sit  by  and  encourage-  ngiution,  and  add  to  it*  power  of 
doing  injury  to  the  country  t  He  hoped  that  the  democ- 
racy of  this  House  would  give  it  aa  their  opinion  to  the 
democracy  of  the  country,  and  to  the  agricultural,  mechan- 
ical, and  laboring  interests  of  the  country,  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  establish  an  institution  which  had  declared 
war  upon  tho  country,  and  stood  out  against  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  themselves.  I^t  them  know  this,  let  the 
world  know  it,  and  we  will  bear  but  little  of  this  distress 
which  hat>  been  so  long  sounded  in  our  ears.  If,  however, 
this  subject  is  kept  in  agitation  before  thin  Ht.sVc  nnd  the 
country,  the  cry  of  distress,  and  panic,  and  confusion,  will 
be  kept  up,  the  President  will  be  denounced,  and  a  hank 
of  the  United  States  will  be  held  up  as  the  only  psnacea 
for  the  cnontry.  Gentlemen  could  not  suppow  we  are  ig- 
norant of  tbe  game  they  are  pluvtng.  They  tell  us  tbe  time 
boa  not  arrived  for  introducing  the  subject  of  a  national 
bank.  But  what  do  they  mean  by  this?  Tbey  menn  that 
they  do  not  want  it  condemned ;  they  do  not  want  tbe  true 
voice  of  the  people  spoken  on  this  subject,  because  they 
know  it  would  be  against  them. 

He  hoped  that  no  one  who  was  oppc 
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proposition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  said  that,  believing  every  gentleman 
to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  question  in  relation  to 
the  expediency  of  chartering  a  national  bank,  and  that  the 
elate  of  the  public  business  would  not  permit  of  ila  further 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  moved  a  call  of  the  Houae,  which  was 
I;  and  the  roll  having  been  called  over,  and  196 
ig  to  their  names, 
Mr.  MORGAN  moved  to  diapense  with  all  further  pro- 
ceedings under  the  call ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question,  waa  then  seconded — ayes  83, 
>  80. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the 
i ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  10), 
nays  101,  as  follows: 

Y«jH — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime,  Bickncll,  BirdsaU,  Bouldin,  Bruyn,  Buchanan, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chapman,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Ctwh- 
man,  Davce,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwarda,  Elmore, 
Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubby,  W. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgoie,  Kling- 
•enamith,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Arphaxed  Loo  mis,  J.  M. 
Mason,  McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Noble, 
Owens  Palmer,  Panoentor,  Paynter,  Pennybarker,  Petri- 
kin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss, 
Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  ShefTcr,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  Titus,  Toucey,.  Tur- 
ney,  Vanderveer,  Wegener,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, J.  W.  WUIiams,  Worthington,  Yell— 101. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Borden,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John 
Caihoon,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Child*,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cusbing.  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewiug,  R.  Fletcher,  Rice  Gar- 
land, (ioode,  J.  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grennell,  Hall, 
Halstcd,  Harlan,  Harper,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johruton,  William  Coat  Johnson, 
Lawler,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  May, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Mencfee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M. 
Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Palton,  Pt-arcc,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Rulwrteon,  Rumsey,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  She- 
pard,  Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  8.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise.  Yorke— 101. 

The  CHAIR  voted  in  the  affirmative,  so  that  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  CLARK  inquired  if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to 
move  to  lay  the  subject  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not  be  in  order,  the 
main  question  being  ordered  to  l»c  now  puL 

The  main  question  was  then  reported  as  follows  : 
Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  cborter  a  national 
bank. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question,  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  123,  nays 
91,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mes«rs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Bcatty, 
Bierne,  Bickncll,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Bruyn, 

T.  J.  " 


Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Davee, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwarda,  Klmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantiand, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Holey,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hublcy, 
William  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  1'.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Ktlgore,  Klingensmith,  Legarc,  Le.nlU.ttcr,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim.  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  M.  Morris,  8.  W.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parmeuter, 
Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens, 
Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives, 
Robertson,  ShefTcr,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thomp- 
son, Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turoey,  Yanderveer,  Wage- 
ner,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 123. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William  B-  Calhoun, 
J.  Caihoon,  William  B.  Campbell,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode, 
James  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hall, 
H aisled,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawea,  Henry,  Herod,  Jeni- 
fer, Henry  Johnaon,  William  Cost  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lin- 
coln, Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson,  Mason, 
Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
RiJgway,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd, Charles  Sbepard,  Sibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratton,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  8hcr- 
rod  Williama,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke — 01. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a 
national  bank.* 

The  House  then  procoeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

8UB-TREA8URY  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  imposing 
additional  duties  in  certain  cases  on  public  officers,"  was 
taken  up  on  it-  reference. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that,  as  this  bill  corre- 
sponded in  almost  all  its  provisions  with  the  House  bill 
I  under  the  same  title,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  in  order,  therefore,  that  there 
might  be  no  delay  upon  the  action  of  this  bill,  and  as  there 
was  only  one  slight  difference  between  them,  he  had  been 
instructed,  he  said,  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  move  that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motion  was  assented  to,  nem.  dis. 

TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
••bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  bill  had  been  amended  entirely  in  Committee  of  the 


•  The  following  note  appeared  In  the  papers  of  the  day : 
The  undersigned,  rutviiur.  been  casually  aleent  when  the  question 
taken  this  rooming;  on  the  resoluiiun  "that  It  is  inexpedient  to 
ter  a  national  bank,"  would,  if  they  had  been  present,  have  voted 


charter 

in  the  affirmative 


*rt  McClellan, 
Amass  J.  Parker, 


John  f<  IMjraff, 
Joseph  Weeks, 
Jam^i  Karrinfton, 


Digitized  by  Google 


1259 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1260 


H.  or  R.) 


Trtaaury  Notet. 


[Oct.  5,  1887. 


Whole,  and  a  substitute  submitted  by  Mr.  Camubeleno 
adopted. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  in- 
serting in  the  second  line,  after  the  word  "  notes,"  the  fol- 
lowing: "or  bills  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  due*;" 
and  supported  his  amendment  at  some  len  gth,  and  went 
somewhat  into  the  subject  generally 

Mr.  FLETCH  BR,  of  Massachueets,  said  it  was  his  in- 
tention not  to  take  any  part  in  the  present  debate,  but  look- 
ing at  the  character  of  the  bill  before  them,  and  considering 
the  circumstance*  in  which  they  were  placed  wiih  regard 
to  it,  he  was  not  able  to  content  himself  with  giving  a  silent 
vote  upon  the  measure. 

I  consider  it  due  to  my  constituents  and  due  to  myself, 
(said  he,)  briefly  to  slate  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
my  conduct  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  real  object  of  the  bill  is,  to  borrow  ten  millions  of 
dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government ;  and,  if  it  passes, 
its  real  effect  will  be,  to  impose  a  debt  upon  the  country  to 
that  amount.  To  justify  me  in  voting  for  such  a  bill,  two 
things  must  be  clearly  established  :  1st.  that  the  wants  of 
Government  are  so  proline  a*  to  render  it  necessary  to  im- 
pose on  the  people  a  debt  of  ten  millions  of  dollars ;  2d. 
that  the  method  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  this 
object  is  a  proper  and  suitable  method. 

I  presume  no  one  will  call  in  question  the  correctness  of 
my  first  position,  or  deny  that  the  necessity  of  running  the 
nation  in  debt  must  be  clearly  proved  before  any  such  step 
can  be  properly  taken.  The  people  will  not  look  vvtth  fa- 
vorable eyes  upon  the  recommencement  of  a  national  debt; 
they  will  not  consider  it  a  light  matter ;  such  a  measure 
can  only  be  justified  by  necessity.  If  the  Government  has 
any  pie-existing  means  to  meet  its  wants,  those  me^ns 
must  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  place ;  and  till  those  means 
ore  exhausted  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  Imposing  n  debt 
upon  the  people,  nor  propriety  in  doing  so.  Upon  this 
point,  how  stands  the  fact  1  In  the  statement  read  to  us 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*, 
exhibiting  the  resources  out  of  which,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  year,  the  proposed  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  paid 
and  redeemed,  he  includes  six  millions  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  Bank  of  the  United  State* ;  that  is,  there 
is  due  from  the  bank  six  millions  of  dollars,  payable  in 
three  successive  years,  with  interest,  at  six  per  cent.,  the 
whole  of  which  it  is  intended  to  convert  into  cash,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year,  to  provide  the  means  wherewith 
to  redeem  and  take  up  the  proposed  Treasury  notes.  With 
these  bonds  of  the  hank  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  for 
six  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  proposed  to  issue  Treasury 
notes,  pledging  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  to  meet  and 
redeem  those  notes  these  very  bonds  are  to  be  sold  and  dis- 
posed of.  Pray,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity,  the  advantage, 
or  the  propriety  of  this  double  operation  T  Undoubtedly 
the  money  which  is  wauled  may  as  well  be  raised  by  the 
sale  of  tho  Itonds  now,  as  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  notes  shall  bear  interest — though  the 
amount  is  not  fixed  in  the  bill— and  shall  be  payable  in  one 
year.  The  bonds  are  upon  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  and 
have  a  longer  time  to  run  than  the  proposed  notes.  The 
bonds  will  serve  much  better  than  the  notes  for  foreign 
remittance,  and  undoubtedly  would  command  a  premium 
in  the  market.    The  notes  are  payable  too  soon,  and,  in 


respects,  not  well  fitted  for  foreign  remittance. 
Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  bear  some  satisfactory 
son  why  these  bonds  should  not  be  sold  at  once,  and  the 
proceeds  applied  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  Would 
not  this  Ins  u  better  course,  a  more  direct,  a  more  judicious 
course,  than  to  borrow  money  and  impose  a  debt  upon  the 
country  T  Why  accumulate  these  different  funds  in  the 
handa  of  the  Government?  Why  resoit  to  such  an  in- 
volved and  round-about  plan  of  raising  money  1  Why  not 
go  into  the  market  with  the  bonds  of  (he  bank!  Why  sub- 


stitute for  them  your  own  notes  1  To  sell  the  bonds  is  a 
very  simple  and  common  operation,  such  as  approve*  itself 
to  every  man's  experience  and  understanding.  If  there 
are  any  reasons  for  the  extraordinary  course  which  it  is  pro- 
posed in  preference  to  pursue,  they  have  not  yet  been  ex- 
plained to  my  comprehension. 

In  addition  to  the  bank  bonds,  there  are  some  fifteen  or 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  belonging  to  the  Government, 
still  in  the  deposite  banks.  Upon  this  fund  the  Secretary 
has  been  in  the  practice  for  some  time  past  of  making  drafts, 
which,  though  not  paid  by  the  bunks,  have  been  received 
for  dues  to  the  Government,  and  have  gone  into  circula- 
tion, and  have  formed  a  part  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. The  drafts,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform* 
us,  have  been  found  convenient  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  people.  They  hare  served  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Gov- 
and  of  individuals  to  the  Govern- 


to  individaals, 

ment.  Why  should  not  this  process,  a  tried  and  succes.-fol 
process,  be  continued  so  tar  as  may  be  necessary  1  Here 
is  an  actual  existing  fund,  upon  which  we  may  draw,  and 
upon  which  we  may  rely  for  ultimate  payment.  We  are 
assured  that  these  banks  are  amply  solvent,  and  will  pav, 
if  not  immediately,  yet  gradually,  and  in  the  end  fully. 
This  fund  the  Government  ran  control  and  use;  it  has  been 
and  will  continue  to  be  under  their  management ;  and  to  issue 
these  proposed  Treasury  notes  is  only  accumulating  fund 
upon  fund  in  the  bands  of  the  Executive.  This  is  in  ac- 
cordance neither  with  public  policy  nor  approved  practice. 
Nothing  beyond  the  real  wants  of  the  Government  can  be 
properly  supplied.  If  there  be  already  means  on  hand  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  to  accumulate  new 
funds  in  their  bands  would  lie  an  outrage  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people;  it  would  be  dangerous  in  principle,  oppres- 
sive and  unjust  in  practice. 

Sir,  I  do  pot  mean  to  make  light  or  unfounded  objec- 
tions. Show  me  that  the  wants  of  the  Government  de- 
mand a  loan,  and  I  will  go  for  a  loan,  heartily  and  sincerely ; 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  in  duty  and  in  conscience  to 
go  for  it ;  but,  until  the  necessity  for  it  appears,  I  feel  my- 
self bound  in  duty,  bound  in  justice  to  the  people,  to  oppose 
it.  Now,  the  necessity  of  imposing  upon  the  country  a 
debt  of  ten  millions  has  not  been  made  apparent  to  my 
mind ;  so  far  from  it,  the  contrary  clearly  and  distinctly  ap- 


llie  administration  to  have  made  out 


pears.    But,  suppose  I 

the  necessity  of  involving  the  country  in  a  debt  of  ten 
lions,  still  the  mode  in  which  they  propose  to  < 
object  is  subject  to  strong  objections. 

The  bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  deceptive ;  calculated 
to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of  the  measure  which 
is  proposed.  It  is  entitled  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes.  Why  not  call  it  a  bill  to  authorixe  the 
employment  of  Additional  clerks  1  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
forgery  in  certain  cases !  Both  of  which  are  ju*t  :i»  much 
provided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes ; 
and  either  of  which  would  just  as  well  express  the  real  ob- 

JCOC  ^e)0  bl  J I  tt0  ea's'^  \ \         ^rVisla^ll  it  a^£Bn« 

The  bill  bears  a  false  title;  it  carries  upon  its  front  a 
fiilxe  name;  it  imports  what  it  is  not ;  or  rather  it  does  not 
import  what  in  fact  it  is;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else 
designing  artifice  may  prevail,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  legis- 
lation. Let  us  deal  frankly  and  openly  with  the  people. 
When  we  take  their  money,  let  us  tell  them  so ;  let  it  be 
taken  openly  and  avowedly,  not  covertly  and  indirectly. 
Take  their  money  and  tell  them  so ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pockets ! 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  liability  often 
millions,  they  should  be  informed  of  the  fact  clearly  and 
distinctly ;  there  should  be  no  concealment  in  word  or 
thought.  The  bill  before  ua  is,  in  truth,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize a  loan  often  millions.  What  we  want  i*  a  loan ;  and 
we  ought  in  fairness  and  truth  to  say  so.    To  call  the  b  I 
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to  treat  it  aa  something  different  from  what  it  really  is,  does 
not  comport  with  what  ought  to  bo  the  character  of  the  ] 
Government. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit*  with  the  State*. 
I  fear,  sir,  that  bill  raises  expectations  only  to  disappoint 
them.  That  payment,  if  it  were  really  intended,  might  as 
well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  the  States  will  ex- 
pect it  in  vain.  Postponement,  in  all  probability,  will  turn 
out  to  mean  repeal.  The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  fu- 
ture time  will  prove,  I  apprehend,  a  delusive  expectation. 
Sir,  I  protest  against  duplicity  in  any  form,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.  The  relation  which  we  sustain  towards 
the  people  demand*  from  us  the  strictest  truth  and  sincer- 
ity. They  have  placed  confidence  in  us;  they  have  en- 
trusted to  us  their  rights  and  interest* ;  and  they  have  an 
undeniable  claim  to  be  informed  fully  and  clearly,  without 
disguise,  as  to  evexy  thing  we  do,  and  every  tbiug  we  in- 
tend. The  title  and  the  form  of  this  bill  are  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  from  the  people  that  we  are  bor- 
rowing money  upon  their  credit ;  and,  in  that  point  of  view, 
the  bill  is  obnoxious  to  serious  objections. 

There  U  another  objection,  which  must  press  with  great 
weight  upon  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  who  hold  that  Congress  bus  no 
powers  except  those  expressly  granted  to  it.  Those  gen- 
tlemen, who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any  jwwer  to 
charter  a  national  bank,  where  do  they  find  the  power  to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  or  bills  of  credit ;  for  Treasury  notes, 
designed  to  circulate  as  currency,  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  bills  of  credit  ?  No  such  power  is  any  where  express- 
ly granted. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  had  seen  and  fell  the 
evils  of  Government  paper  money.  The  power  to  issue 
bills  of  credit  was  expressly  withheld  from  the  Slates;  it 
was  not  expressly  given  to  the  General  Government,  How, 
then,  does  the  General  Government  obtain  it  ?  It  will  be 
•aid  that  it  is  included  under  the  power  to  borrow  money. 
ljet  us  see  bow  that  interpretation  will  answer. 

No  one  will  deny  to  the  several  Stales  the  power  to  bor- 
row money— a  power  which  they  exercise  every  day  with- 
out objection.  But  it  is  certain  that  the  States  cannot  is- 
sue bills  of  credit.  The  power  to  borrow  money,  then, 
dives  not  necessarily  include  the  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit ; 
and,  although  the  Government  has  undoubtedly  the  power 
to  borrow  money,  that  power  to  borrow  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 
I  found  this  argument  upon  the  views  of  those  gentlemen 
who  hold  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitution,  with- 
out intending  to  express  any  opinion  of  my  own  upon  this 
constitutional  point.  The  only  exercise  of  this  power  by 
the  General  Government  occurred  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  The  Government,  in  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  loan  in  the  usual  way.  The  attempt 
failed ;  the  loan  could  not  be  obtained ;  and,  as  a- matter  of 
necessity,  the  Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  such  a  time,  and 
under  such  circumstances,  is  rather  to  be  avoided  than  to 
bo  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  this  measure.  The 
bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be  issued  shall  bear  such  in- 
terest as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine. 
This  omission  to  fix  the  amount  of  interest  leaves  the 
character  of  the  notes  wholly  indeterminate  and  uncertain. 
The  interest  which  they  may  bear  will  determine  the  char- 
acter and  office  of  the  notes.  They  may  be  of  a  character 
t*>  be  taken  up  as  an  investment  by  capitalists  ;  they  may 
be  of  a  character  to  circulate  as  currency  ;  and  w  hich  of 
these  characters  they  will  assume,  depends  upon  the  in- 
terest they  may  bear.  Before  I  can  vote  for  tho  bill,  this 
point  must  be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the  notes, 
f  must  know  what  the  notes  arc  to  bo.    1  cannot  agree  to 


the  pa **d3e  of  any  bill  the  nature  of  which  is  not  S^ed  and 
established  by  the  Dill  itself.  It  would  be  to  act  blindly 
and  inconsiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measure  in  ignorance  of 
what  that  measure  is  to  be.  Should  the  bill  pass  in  the 
present  form,  and  should  I  be  inquired  of  what  its  effect 
upon  the  community  was  anticipated  to  be,  I  could  give  no 
answer.  I  could  express  no  opinion  on  that  point,  because, 
in  the  present  sbai  j  of  this  bill,  it  U  impossible  to  form  auy 
opinion  what  character  the  notes  will  assume.  I  could 
only  say,  what  I  should  be  ashamed  to  aay,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  been  authorized  to  issue  notes  to  suit  tho  pur- 
poses of  the  Government,  without  any  regard  having  been 
paid  to  tho  concern  which  the  community  at  large  might 
have  in  this  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  slightest  re- 
gard to  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  public,  we 
should  fix  the  interest  which  the  notes  are  to  bear.  Why 
refer  this  to  tho  Executive  *  Is  not  the  House  competent 
to  form  and  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  question  !  Is  not 
the  House  as  fit  as  the  Executive  to  determine  what  rale 
of  interest,  what  character  to  the  notes,  will  best  subserve 
the  public  interest  t  If  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to  le- 
gislate upon  ibis  point,  why  not  upon  all  others  !  Though 
the  Executive,  in  fact,  exercised  such  a  power,  it  would 
hardly  bo  necessary  to  make  a  public  proclamation  of  it. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration press  this  measure  of  issuing  Treasury  notes,  in 
preference  to  the  usual  mode  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  simple  loan,  is  well  calculated  to  excite 
suspicions.  I  have  no  deeiro  to  throw  any  undeserved 
odium  upon  the  administration.  I  wish  them  to  merit, 
and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the  con6dcnce  of  the  entire 
community.  But  this  measure  is  Utile  calculated  to  pro- 
duce thai  effect.  It  is  an  unusual  measure ;  it  will  be  at- 
tended with  extraordinary  expense ;  it  will  add  tn  the  num- 
ber ol  those  in  the  employ  of  Government ;  it  will  increase 
Executive  patronage ;  il  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
favoritism.  In  raising  money  upon  these  notes,  tho  Ex- 
ecutive may  give  a  preference,  and  may  consult  the  inter- 
ests of  favored  individuals  ;  whereas  a  loan  would  be  open 
equally  to  all. 

Besides,  sir,  there  arc  those  who  see  in  this  measure  tho 
commencement  of  a  permanent  and  a  most  perilous  system. 
Il  is  more  than  surmit>ed  thai  the  Government  would  be 
willing  to  have  the  whole  currency  of  the  country  flow 
exclusively  from  itself ;  aud  is  desirous  to  furnish  not  only 
the  gold  aud  silver  coin,  but  the  whole  paper  currency  also, 
from  its  own  exclusive  mint;  and  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  it  the  first  stop  in  the  march  towards  that  ob- 
ject. The  taking  measures  to  render  safe  and  convenient 
such  currency  as  the  people  may  elect  to  use,  is  the  busi- 
ness and  all  the  business  of  the  Government  in  relation  lo 
this  subject.  It  should  be  kepi  strictly  within  the  limits 
of  that  duty,  and  should  faithfully  perform  what  belongs 
lo  il  within  those  limits.  They  ought  to  follow  public  sen- 
liineul  in  this  matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it. 

Bui  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have  been  put  forth 
in  relation  to  tho  currency  of  the  country  ;  and  there  is 
cause  enough  for  alarm  to  render  it  the  part  of  prudence  to 
watch  with  care  every  measure  bearing  upon  this  subject. 
The  issue  of  paper  money  is  at  all  times  a  dangerous  busi- 
ness for  a  Government  to  engage  in,  and  a  business  pecu- 
liarly dangerous  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  is  now  too 
short,  our  action  loo  hurried,  lo  justify  its  in  adventuring 
upon  a  scheme  of  a  novel  character.  At  such  a  time,  and 
under  present  circumstance*,  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way — the  common  way.  If  the  Government  must  have 
money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in  the  usual  mode.  So 
doing,  we  shall  know  what  wc  do.  To  the  adoption  of 
this  course,  I  have  heard  no  substantial  objection,  I  can  see 
n<>  substantial  objection;  and,  until  I  cm  obtain  some  new 
light,  it  is  the  ouly  course  to  which  I  can  givo  my  assent. 

A  great  r han^e  has  come  over  our  national  aflatr*.  At 
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the  commencement  of  this  present  year,  there  waa  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  whole  amount  to  be  depos- 
ited with  the  States.  The  fourth  instalment  of  the  depos- 
its money  (between  nine  and  ten  millions)  has  been  with- 
held from  the  States ;  there  is  due  to  the  Government  from 
the  late  United  States  Bank  six  millions,  exclusive  of  in- 
terest ;  and  now  ten  additional  millions  are  demanded,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  current  year ;  and  this,  too,  be- 
side* all  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  country — a  country, 
whose  whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administration 
next  preceding  that  of  General  Jackson  were  hardly  twelve 
millions  of  dollars ! 

Under  circumstances  liko  these,  does  it  not  behoove  the 
people  to  look  to  their  public  affairs  T — to  look  to  them  at 
once  1 — to  look  to  them  now  ! — to  look  to  them  cooly  and 
dispassionately,  with  minds  free  from  the  influence  of  parly 
spirit,  and  with  a  sincere  and  honest  desire  to  preserve  in 
its  purity  and  excellence  our  free  constitution,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  prosjicrity  and  happiness  of  the  people  as  well  as 
of  the  Government  T 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  it  would  be  idle  for  him  to  think  of 
adding  any  thing  to  the  force  and  clearness  ol  the  observa- 
tions of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Flitch tw  ;]  but  one  of  the  re- 
marks made  by  that  gentleman  had  recalled  to  his  recollec- 
tion a  curious  fact,  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue, 
which  he  begged  leave  to  Mate  to  the  House. 

It  would  bo  rcmeml>cred,  that  one  of  the  main  arguments 
of  those  gentlemen  who  deny  the  constitutionality  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  is  the  consideration  that  the  power  to  establish 
such  a  bank  is  not  txpretsly  given  to  Congress  in  the  con- 
stitution; that  it  is  what  is  called  a  constructive  power;  and 
that  a  proposition  was  made  in  the  convention  which  fram- 
ed the  constitution  to  cunfer  on  Congress  power  to  create 
corporations,  and  rejected. 

Now  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  analogy  between  this  question 
of  a  national  bank,  and  that  of  bills  of  credit,  is  perfect  in 
all  its  parts.    There  is  no  express  power  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  Congress  to  issue  bills  or  credit.    It  is  a  construct- 
ive power,  just  as  much  as  the  power  to  establish  a  nation- 
al bank  ;  and  Mr.  Pinckncy,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  printed  journal  of  the  convention, 
that,  in  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  Congress,  one 
clause  should  read  thus :  "To  borrow  money  and  emit  Mils  ' 
of  credit."    This  latter  branch  of  the  proposition  the  con-  1 
on  rejected  :  the  actual  provision  as  to  loans  being  in  ! 
words  :  •«  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Uni-  i 
ted  States." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  without  himself  admitting  the  conclu- 
siveness of  the  arguments  adverse  to  the  constitutionality  of  | 
a  national  bank,  he  did  not  see  how  those  who  did  enter- 
tain that  view  of  the  constitution  could  consistently  support 
a  law  for  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  addressed  the  Choir  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
observations  of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
his  seal,  [Mr.  Fletcukb,]  a*  I  always  have  elsewhere, 
when  I  have  had  an  opportunity,  from  my  great  respect  for 
his  high  moral  worth  and  distinguished  talents;  but,  enter- 
taining somewhat  different  views  from  those  pre.  ntcd  by 
him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
I  will,  with  your  leave,  state  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
dissent. 

My  colleague  assume*  two  conditions  which  he  considers 
nsi 
the 

Treasury  is  in  need  of  the  money  ;  second,  that  the  pro- 
posed mode  is  the  best  one  for  raising  the  money.  On  the 
importance  of  establishing  these  points,  I  agree  with  him, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  show  why  I  consider  the  present  bill 
necessary,  and  the  best  calculated  for  the  convenience  both 
of  the  Government  and  the  people. 


indispcnsublc  prerequisites  to  the  propriety  of  supporting 
i  bill  under  consideration,  which  arc :  "first,  that  the 


It  has  been  remarked  by  reveral  gentlemen  during  the 
debate,  but  not  by  my  colleague,  that  they  did  not  clearly 
comprehend  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  they  have  avowed  their  inability  to  come  to  any  defin- 
ite conclusion  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  Treasury.  This 
opinion  waa  expressed  and  urged,  immediately  upon  the 
report  being  laid  upon  our  table,  by  members  usually  ar- 
dent in  their  political  predilections  and  prejudices,  quite  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  expected  that  so  voluminous  a  docu- 
ment, embracing  viewa  of  finance  and  public  policy,  as 
well  as  various  statistics,  could  be  examined. 

Having  long  entertained  the  most  favorable  impressions 
of  the  superior  talents  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury, 
whose  ability  and  assiduity  in  the  duties  of  bis  high  stations 
have  been  almost  proverbial  in  the  nation  for  many  ycara, 
I  read  his  report  with  great  uttention,  and  discovered,  as  I 
thought,  a  plain,  lucid,  and  perspicuous  view  of  Uic  finan- 
ces of  the  country.  I  put  down,  therefore,  in  my  own  mind 
the  attacks  upon  him  as  the  effusions  of  political  opposition, 
without  any  more  meaning  than  the  general  dissatisfaction 
of  those  who  disagree  with  the  present  administration.  I 
am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  impression,  because,  since 
the  first  few  days  of  this  session,  after  an  opportunity  of  full 
examination,  all  this  hostility  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
has  ceased,  and  it  appears  to  mo  to  be  generally  considered 
a  correct,  able,  and  interesting  cxiKwition  of  the  finance* 
and  financial  concerns  of  the  country.  I  find  by  this  report 
that  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1837,  if  there  should  be  no  deductions  from  the  outstanding 
appropriations,  a  deficit  of  about  twenty-two  millions  of 
dollars ;  but  if,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  supposes, 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  unexpended  appropriations  may 
pass  over  to  the  year  1838,  then  there  would  bo  an  absolute 
deficit  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  which,  and  for 
contingencies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1838,  this  bill  propo- 
ses an  authority  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  issue  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes.  This  amount  would 
have  been  nineteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  had 
n"t  been  postponed  to  January  1st,  1839  ;  and  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  conditions  of  the  postponement  bill,  that  the 
Treasury  is  entirely  cut  off  from  getting  back  any  of  the 
twenty-seven  millions  distributed  among  the  States,  which 
by  fhe  original  law  the  Secretary  would  have  had  a  right  to 
call  for. 

Now,  sir,  my  respected  colleague  would  appropriate  the 
nine  and  a  half  millions  in  deposito  banks,  and  four  and  a 
half  millions  standing  to  the  credit  of  disbursing  officers  in 
said  banks,  or  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury.  If  this  could  be  done  there  would, 
of  course,  be  no  need  of  issuing  Treasury  notes.  But  have 
wo  not  a  bill  now  before  us,  giving  the  deposite  banks  fiom 
four  to  nino  months  for  the  payment  to  the  Government  of 
the  balances1  due  1  Is  it  not  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
security  of  the  debt,  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  States 
interested,  require  an  accommodation  ?  Has  not  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  a  State  in  which  two  of  the  deposite 
batiks,  having  a  large  balance,  are  located,  said  on  this  floor 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  banks  to  pay  within  the 
time  proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  and  that  he  should 
ask  for  more  time  1  Is  there  the  slightest  doubt  in  this 
House  that  the  bill  from  the  other  branch,  now  before  us, 
must  pass,  or,  if  amended,  by  showing  greater  indulgence ! 
This  resource  will  then  fail.  As  to  the  amount  of  four  and 
a  half  millions  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  there  must 
always  remain  from  three  to  five  millions  of  dollars  in  their 
hnmls.  All  experience  has  shown  such  amount  to  be  ne- 
cessary. These  sums  are  drnwn  to  nay  contracts  actually 
fulfilled,  and  always  belong  to  the  crcuitoni  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  sre,  of  course,  entirely  useless  for  a  supply  to  the 
Treasury.    Unless  the  operations  of  Government*  totally 
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"top,  it  mutt  be  obvious  that  there  always  will  be  some  few 
million*  of  dollar*  in  the  hands  oi  the  disbursing  officers 
of  the  winy,  navy,  Indian  department,  and  other  objects  of 
expenditure,  awaiting  thacall  of  creditors  of  the  Government. 
He  alio  think*  that  it  would  be  proper  to  aell  the  bond*  of 
the  United  State*  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  are  held 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  It  appears  U>  rue  thai  there 
are  to  tut*  proposition  several  objection*.  I  am  not  certain 
that  it  would  be  exactly  proper  to  put  those  bonda  into 
market.  It  might,  by  possibility,  have  an  injurious  bear* 
ing  upon  the  institution.  If  so,  it  ought  not  to  be  done, 
as  an  act  of  justice.  It  is  not  like  an  ordinary  mercantile 
transaction.  The  directors  of  the  bank  undoubtedly  had  some 
object  in  view  in  fixing  annual  payments,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  will  never  give  a  cause  of  complaint  to  ibis 
institution  of  the  slightest  character.  Where  will  uWe. 
bouds  be  sold  !  My  own  opinion  ia,  that  the  bank  would 
purchase  its  own  bond*.  It  appears  to  mo  it  would  be  un- 
willing to  multiply  and  vary  its  obligations  in  the  stock 
market.  It  has  already  post  note*  on  the  London  Ex- 
change ;  and,  it  appears  to  me,  it  would  be  unwilling  to 
hove  these  bonds  there.  If,  then,  these  bonds  should  now 
go  into  the  market,  and  the  bank  should  think  proper  to 
purchase-  them,  the  debtors  ol  the  bank  must  necessarily  be 
called  upon,  and  thus  distress  tho  commercial  and  trading 
community  to  that  amount.  If  sold  in  Europe,  (London 
most  proably,)  it  would,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of 
dollars,  afford  facilities  for  again  over-trading,  instead  of 
being  employed  to  relieve  our  own  country.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  at  tbu  time  there  is  a  very  large  unpaid  amount 
of  good  debts  from  American  to  English  merchants.  The 
fall  in  exchange  and  specie  shows  that  it  is  very  much  di- 
minished, and,  it  appears  to  me,  we  ought  to  avoid  any 
course  which  would  tempt  to  excesses  in  our  foreign  im- 
portations iu  the  slightest  degree.  But  the  objection  of  sub- 
stituting the  sale  of  these  bonds  for  tlx*  Treasury  notes  is 
still  greater  in  another  view.  It  ia  an  object  to  moke  this  is- 
sue of  Treasury  notes  incidentally  beneficial  to  the  commu- 
nity, by  furnishing  a  means  of  remittance,  and  ono  of  a  very 
valuable  character.  The  Treasury  notes  would  tlow  from  the 
disbursing  points  to  the  commanitiea  who  may  want  them  for 
remittances.  Tho  West  and  South  would  receive  thorn  in 
payment  of  debts,  or  for  die  sate  of  their  cotton  and  other 
great  products,  as  well  as  for  lands  held  by  individuals  and 
companies.  They  would  find  their  way  back  to  the  Atlantic 
cities,  forming  a  highly  valuable  circulating  medium  per- 
haps until  the  time  arrives,  which  cannot  be  very  far  dis- 
tant, of  a  resumption  by  the  local  banks  of  specie  payments. 

It  has  been  argued  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  au- 
thorise a  loeu  in  the  form  of  certificates  of  slock.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  liable  to  as  exceedingly  strong  objections  as  any 
which  would  apply  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  tho  United 
Slates  Bank.  fi»o  fur  as  it  relates  to  the  incidental  benefit 
to  the  commercial  community,  it  would  be  a  slugglish 
operation.  The  stock  would  be  all  taken  in  the  large  cities, 
and  the  proceeds  pass  directly  to  tho  Treasury,  where  it 
would  remain  until  called  for  by  the  Government  creditors, 
and  perform  none  of  tho  offices  of  a  means  of  remittance. 
But  my  colleague  and  other  gentlemen  say,  you  do  nut 
need  Treasury  notes,  because  you  can  continue  to  make 
Treasury  drafts,  and  they  will  hereafter  answer  ns  they 
hav«  heretofore.  II  these  drafts  were,  in  every  particular, 
as  beneficial  as  Treasury  notes,  they  would  be  objectionable, 
inasmuch  as  they  go  to  the  world  with  the  stamp  of  dis- 
honor upon  their  face ;  they  carry  with  them,  as  they  pass 
from  hand  to  hand,  an  indelible  record  of  the  discredit  of 
the  bank  upou  which  tliey  are  made,  and  are  therefore  to 
be  shunned  and  discarded  as  soon  a*  possible,  as  offensive 
to  the  merchant  who  has  a  just  sense  of  the  importance  of 
credit  and  punctuality.  They  arc,  moreover,  inconvenient 
in  amount,  and  uusuited  to  the  habits  and  usages  of  the 
people. 

Vol.  XIV.—  TJ 


My  colleague  objects  to  the  bill,  because  no  rate  of  inter- 
est is  specified;  and  he  cannot  give  it  his  vote  until  he 
knows  precisely  what  the  obligation*  of  the  Government 
are  to  be.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  moit 
valuable  provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  rate  of  interest 
can  be  so  fixed  all  the  w*y  from  a  very  low  rale  to  the 
maximum  of  six  per  cent,  that  the  Secretory  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  pal  it  at  the  most  advantageous  rate  for  the  Gov  - 
eminent  and  for  the  community.  And  it  appears  to  mo 
the  rule  would  be  a  very  plain  one,  to  place  the  rate  so  that 
they  would  not  bo  hoarded  by  the  capitalists,  or  fall  below  par 
in  the  market,  however  amall  the  demand  for  Government 
dues.  And  although,  as  has  been  strongly  urged,  there  is 
very  small  probability  that,  under  almost  any  circumstance?, 
they  would  be  below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  judgment, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  tho  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  will  understand  best  what  tho 
Sv  ants  of  the  ease  may  require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that  they  are  bills  of  credit,  and  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States ;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  thut  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  when  it  wo*  difficult  or  almost  impossible  to 
obtain  a  loan.  If  it  were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treas- 
ury notes,  the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  a  loan  in  any  other  manner,  would  not  have  made 
it  constitutional.  1  come  to  the  conclusion  myself,  that 
Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  that  urne  for  the  seme 
reason  as  now,  because  they  are  tile  moat  convenient  to  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertained  the  opinion,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  present  embarrassments  of  this  nation  have  arisen  from 
what  may  be  properly  called  general  distress.  I  believe, 
and  think  I  shall  bo  sustained  in  tho  opinion  by  the  sonti- 
raenta  of  many  men  of  business  in  the  commercial  cilia*, 
that  the  stoppage  of  specie  payment*  was  owing  to  the 
alarm  excited  in  the  community,  which  caused  a  rush  up- 
on the  banks  for  tho  precious  metals,  and  thereby  mate- 
rially lessened  their  means,  and  by  the  imprudence  and 
extended  speculation  into  which  the  debtors  of  these  insti- 
tutions plunged.  Had  it  not  been  for  these  circumstance*, 
the  suspension  would  not'  have  taken  place ;  and,  but  for 
them,  before  this  lime  spocio  payments  would  have  been 
returned.  It  is  true  that  the  consternation  was  universal ; 
the  panic  was  overwhelming ;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  that  thete  woa  not,  in  reality,  a  scarcity 
of  the  precious  metals  in  the  commercial  world,  is  shown 
by  various  facts.  Contrary  to  the  expectation  ef  most 
persons  in  this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continued, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  and  money  is  abun- 
dant, and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and  bullion  for  all  pur- 
poses. The  speculations  and  investments  in  lauds, 
amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollars ;  engagements  in 
novel  manufacturing  concerns ;  building  of  railroads  in  all 
part*  of  the  country  ;  and  establishments  of  every  variety 
which  ingenuity  could  invent— a  few  of  them  useful  and 
profitable,  but  many,  very  many,  most  sorrowfully  ruinous 
in  dicir  results — ali  tended  to  produce  the  mischief.  The 
ordinary  means  of  the  banks  were  probably  equal  to  their 
liabilities ;  but  the  inability  of  their  debtors,  in  consequence 
of  their  imprudent  and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  these  in- 
stitution*, and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments— an  evil  which,  while  it  continues,  will 
bliuht  every  effort  of  enterprise  and  industry. 

Tho  amount  of  specie  within  the  control  of  the  banks 
of  the  country  was  equal  to  their  wonts,  greater  than  it 
has  been  in  many  instances  and  at  many  times;  but  un- 
safe and  improvident  men  obtained  access  to  their  resources ; 
not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  managers  of  the  moneyed 
institutions  more  than  I  would  individuals,  and  copartner- 
ships, and  corporation*,  for  everybody  was  infected  with 
the  mania  of  speculation ;  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the 
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business  world  was  filled  with  it.  It  drove  people  to  the 
pine  forest*  of  Maine ;  to  the  town  •ilea  on  (be  Oulf  of 
Mexico;  to  every  ulrtam  and  river  through  ihe  whole  re- 
public ;  to  the  new  cilice  of  the  West ;  and  to  the  engage- 
ments in  manufactures,  mechanic  arts,  and  discoveries  of 
all  kinds,  in  most  instances  lamentably  unsuccessful. 

My  colleague  object*  that  the  bill  is  deceptive ;  that, 
under  tbe  guise  of  authorizing  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
it  effects  a  loan.  It  .undoubtedly  is  a  use  of  the  credit  of 
iho  country,  to  obtain  means  of  extinguishing  some  of  its 
liabilities,  and  in  that  sense  is  a  loan.  But  there  is  no 
deception  about  it  Notes  payable  are  never  issued  in 
money  transactions,  excepting  for  tbe  purpose  of  rubstitu- 
ting  credit  for  money,  or  promising  it,  and  therefore  al- 
ways, directly  or  indirectly,  operate  n»  a  negotiation  for  a 
loan.  What  difference  does  it  make  as  to  the  matter  of 
borrowing,  whether  the  money  be  obtained  by  one  person 
of  a  third,  and  paid  to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given 
directly  to  the  second  person  1  In  both  case*  it  is  obtain- 
ing means  on  loan ;  in  one  instance  directly,  in  the  other 
indirectly.  Banks  borrow  continually,  by  their  bills  or 
notes,  muiiey  of  the  community.  JVowr,  sir,  as  Treasury 
note*  can  be  issued  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  procure 
money  or  means  ou  the  credit  of  tbe  United  States,  the 
bill  cannot  be  deceptive,  because,  as  it  can  have  no  other 
object,  every  body  understands  it. 

I  am  in  favor  of  tbe  bill  a*  il  now  stands,  without  any 
of  tho  propoecil  amendment*,  particularly  those  which  pro- 
pose the  »alo  of  the  bond*  of  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  striking  out  tbe  provision  author- 
ising tbe  Secretary  to  pay  interest  when,  in  hi*  opinion, 
the  good  of  the  country  may  require  it.  It  certainly  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  to  that 
provision.  Il  will  guard  Hgainst  the  possibility,  although 
I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  that  they  will  be  at 
any  considerable  discount,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
But  w*  all  know  tbe  nice  calculation*  of  dealers  in  money  ; 
and  I  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  llto  cry,  which 
haa  so  frequently  sounded  in  our  ears,  of  depreciated  cur- 
rency applied  to  any  of  the  issue*  of  the  Government. 

I  have  confined  myself  strictly  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  which  appear*  to  me  to  bo  so 
absolutely  uecessary,  that  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  so  much  time  should  have  been  employed  in  discuss- 
ing it.  It  is  called  fur  by  tbe  Government  to  enable  them 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  public,  and  it  is  re- 
quired by  tbe  people,  as  being  the  best  mode  by  which  their 
interest*  can  be  subserved. 

The  other  bills  before  the  House,  for  deferring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bond*  due  from  merchant*  and  granting  addi- 
tional credit,  as  well  as  giving  a  credit  on  cash  duties,  it  is 
universally  conceded  will  pass,  mid  I  trunt  with  few  dis- 
senting voices.  For  one,  I  feel  strongly  disposed  to  afford 
every  facility,  and  practise  every  forbearance,  which  the 
most  liberal  legislation  will  warrant ;  and  il  would  seem 
that  the  administration,  whose  friends  are  so  generally  in 
favor  of  this  forbeaiing  course,  and  who  are  so  willing  to 
tyrant  every  indulgence  to  thoso  who  have  the  fund*  of  the 
Government  directly  in  their  possession,  or  indirectly  by 
want  of  punctuality  in  their  own  obligations  and  liabilities, 
should  not  be  unnecessarily  embarrassed  in  their  measure*, 
but  should  be  met  in  a  kind  spirit  by  their  opponent*. 

I  have  no  fears  m  common  with  sume  gentlemen  that  the 
ssue  of  a  limited  araouut  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  present 
relief  of  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Treasury,  involve*  sny 
objectionable  principle.  No  apprehension  was  felt  when 
the  issue  to  a  very  great  amount  was  made  during  the  war 
with  England,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  imagination 
must  be  exceedingly  active  which  can  discover  danger  in 
this  simple  process  of  anticipating  the  future  means  of  the 
Treasury  by  a  convenient  and  beneficial  tinancisl  operation. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  addressed  tbe  Chair  a*  follow*: 


Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope,  sir,  the  House  will  not  think  me 
impertinent  or  obtrusive  when  I  ask  their  indulgence  but 
for  a  few  moments,  to  submit  some  few  remarks  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  vote  wbicb  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  upon 
the  bill  now  under  consideration.  After  so  much  has  been 
said  upon  this  subject,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  perhaps 
I  may  not  hope,  sir,  to  cast  any  new  light  upon  it,  or  to 
place  it  in  any  point  of  view  in  which  it  has  not  already 
been  considered.  But  when  I  cousider  the  pledgee  I  am 
under  to  my  constituents,  and  the  vary  extraordinary  course 
of  measures  which  has  been  recommended  by  tbe  admin- 
istration, I  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without,  at 
lead,  making  a  general  expose  of  my  views,  in  order  that 
my  constituents  and  the  country  may  see  upon  which  side 
of  tbe  •«  fence"  1  stand  in  relation  to  these  great  and  im- 
portant questions. 

Sir,  I  wan  one  of  those  who  uwd  all  honorable  means  to 
prevent  tbe  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
nation  to  the  distinguished  and  exalted  station  which  be 
now  occupies.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  entertain  any  bitterness 
of  feeling  towards  tbe  President;  nor  did  I  come  here  a*  a 
representative  of  tbe  people  determined  to  oppose  his  ad- 
ministration, right  or  wrong,  or  to  throw  obstacles  in  the 
wsy  of  its  success.  Ou  the  contrary,  il  was  my  firm  pur- 
pose to  divest  myself  of  the  .hacklea  of  prejud  ce,  and  sus- 
tain the  administration  in  every  measure  which  I  might 
believe  calculated  to  advance  my  country's  prosperity,  and 
fearlessly  to  condemn  and  resist  whstever  would,  in  ray 
judgment,  tend  to  produce  a  contrary  result.  And  this  ta 
still  my  determination. 

Sir,  the  Congress  ef  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
vened under  extraordinary  circumstances.  We  are  assem- 
bled in  obedience  to  tho  proclamation  of  the  President,  to 
take  into  consideration  "great  and  weighty  matters," 
which  claim  our  attention.  And  we  find  ourselves  sur- 
rounded by  a  state  of  things,  in  my  humble  opinion,  unpre- 
cedented in  Ihe  annals  of  tills  country.  I  must  beg  leave 
to  differ  most  materially  from  tbo  honorable  gentleman 
Trom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Paumsvtib]  who  has  just  re- 
cumed  his  seat.  He  tells  us  there  is  no  general  distress  in 
the  country  ;  that  it  is  confined  to  a  few  individuals,  and 
the  merchants  in  tbe  large  commercial  cities.  But,  sir,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  we  have  before  our  eyes  the  m<*t 
incontestable  evidence  of  the  deepest  pecuniary  distress  and 
embarrassment  in  every  quarter  of  this  Union.  So  far  as 
I  have  heard,  no  section  ts  exempt,  save  the  district  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Dvvcak,]  who  de- 
clared on  this  Hoot,  not  many  days  since,  that  none  bad 
been  felt  or  experienced  there.  And,  sir,  I  apprehend  this 
exception  stand*  "solitsry  and  elone."  We  find  our  cur- 
rency most  awfully  deranged — every  branch  of  industry 
end  enter|»rise  prostrate— public  confidence  withdrawn — 
commerce  and  trade  suspended,  snd  univ0rssl  bsnkruptcy 
snd  ruin  staring  us  full  in  the  face.  These  things,  sir,  are 
acknowledged  to  exist,  and  arc  brought  to  our  view,  and 
their  causes  assigned,  in  the  menage  of  the  President. 
Whether  he  ha*  given  the  true  causes,  I  will  not  here  *top 
to  inquire;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  evil  is  upon  us,  and 
all  eyes  arc  turned  upon  Congreaa  with  the  most  intense 
interest  and  anxiety,  to  see  what  measures  of  relief  will  be 
adored.  And,  sir,  what  relief  are  we  about  to  extendi 
In  tho  very  first  paragraph  of  the  mesnage,  tbe  most  de- 
ranged and  etnburrassed  *tate  of  tbe  finances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  brought  to  our  notice ;  snd,  in  the  second,  wo 
are  told  that,  owing  to  the  increased  embarrassment*  in  tho 
pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  the  puMic  revenue  would 
be  so  far  diminished,  that  the  accruing  receipt*  into  lb* 
Treavury  would  not,  with  the  reserved  five  million*,  lie 
tuilietcnt  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  until 
the  uaual  period  for  tho  meeting  of  Congress.  And,  sir, 
although  this  increased  state  of  embarrassment  in  the  pe- 
cuniary affairs  of  the  country  is  acknowledged  to  exist,  yet 
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a  system  of  measures  has  been  recommended,  and  has  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Means, 
all  having  in  view  bat  one  tingle  object-tbe  relief  of  the 
Government. 

With  this  view,  air,  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  to  clothe  the  President  of  the  United  Suies 
with  authority  to  cause  to  be  issued  ten  millions  of  dollars 
in  Treasury  uotes,  to  meat  the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
United  Slates  are  to  be  solemnly  pledged.  This,  then,  sir, 
is  the  "great  and  weighty  matter"  which  we  have  been  as- 
senbled  to  consider !  It  is  a  "  great  and  weighty  matter" 
that  the  Treasury  should  he  replenished,  so  that  the  office- 
holders may  get  their  pay.  But  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment of  the  community  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  minor  im- 
portance, and  of  but  little  concern ! 

Sir.  it  has  been  unreel  bv  honorable  gentlemen  that  thia 

■i^sea    ■  •  sissse    wwh   uss^i^a      J    ears*  sew ainv    s^i  iiiiinivn  »lki» 

is  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  country;  that  it  wilt  supply 
the  country  with  a  circulation  and  a  medium  of  exchange; 
and  I  grant  that  it  might  offer  some  temporary  relief;  but, 
sir,  I  believe  it  would  tend,  ultimately,  to  aggravate  the 
disease.  8o  far  from  being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief 
to  the  people,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an  insti- 
tution almost  as  odious aa  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  I  mean, 
sir,  a  Treasury  bank.  In  fact,  if  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  {Mr.  Rbxtt]  be 
adopted,  a  Treasury  bank  of  issue  and  deposits  is  at  once 
t-Ktablisheil. 

Sir,  instead  of  showing  any  disposition  to  grant  relief  to 
the  people,  we  are  called  upon  to  increase  their  burdens. 
We  ere  about  to  heap  upon  them  another  national  debt, 
(for,  di«gui«e  it  as  you  will,  it  is  nothing  less,  and  haa  been 
so  admitted  on  nil  sides,)  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  to  relieve  the  Government;  while  the  people  are 
told,  substantially,  that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief; 
that  it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  take  care  of  it- 
self ;  and  that  H  has  no  power  to  intermeddle  with  the 
i  of  individuals!    The  G< 


pered  with  the  currency  until  it  is  ruined  and  annihilated — 
after  having  prostrated  every  branch  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise, the  commerce  and  credit  of  the  nation,  by  practising 
wild  and  visionary  experiments— cuts  loose  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  tells  them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  them  relief,  or 
interfere  with  their  concerns !  They  are  to  be 
with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Yes,  sir;  they  are 
tuousty  told  that  they  are  to  look  to  their  own  industry  and 
frugality  for  relief,  without  the  aid  of  the  Government !  Sir, 
this  reminds  me  of  the  language  of  Job's  comforters.  We 
read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a  certain  occasion  8atan  was 
permitted  by  the  Almighty  to  try  an  "experiment"  upon 
the  firmness  and  integrity  of  "Job,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man,  one  that  feared  God  and  eschewed  evil ;"  that  when, 
by  the  power  of  thia  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness 
of  man.  Job's  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every  thing 
calculated  to  render  him  hsppy,  had  been  driven  to  the 
four  winds,  and  he  was  reduced  to  beggary  and  ruin ;  when, 
in  addition  to  this,  "he  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  from 
the  crown  of  hie  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,"  and  was 
groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of  human  affliction; 
when,  in  short,  by  one  calamity  upon  the  heels  of  another, 
he  had  l>ecn  reduced  from  the  highest  state  of  prosperity 
and  happiness,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degradation  and 
misery,  and  was  wont  to  roll  himself  in  the  ashes  upon  his 
hearth,  there  was  but  one  resource  left  upon  earth  to  which 
he  could  look  for  consolation  and  solace — and  that  waa  hie 
wife.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  the  bitterness  of 
hie  soul,  what  waa  her  reply  1  8 he  told  him  he  had  better 
*«  curse  Gad  and  die  !"  And,  air,  pretty  much  in  keeping 
with  thts  is 


you  imagine  the  people  expected  to  hear  such 
aa  thia  from  those  to  whose  interests  they  have 


shown  so  much  devotion  !  Did  they  expect  their  rulers  to 
mock  at  their  calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  upon  them!  No,  sir;  they  look- 
ed to  those  whom  they  had  placed  in  power  to  devise  some 
means  to  relieve  them  from  their  calamities.  The  procla- 
mation of  the  President  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thousands 
as  s  favorable  omen.  They  hugged  to  their  bosoms  the  de- 
delosive  hope  that  their  rulers  bad  seen  the  folly  of  their 
course,  and  were  about  to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  al- 
though the  President  was  pledged  to  "tread  generally  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  predecessor, "  yet,  I  Imagine 
no  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread  specially  in  his  foot- 
step*. And  it  was  hoped  that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  foot- 
steps at  all,  he  would  take  his  "  back  track,"  (if  F  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in  relation  to  the 
currency  and  the  revenne.  But  in  all  this  how  sadly  are 
we  disappointed  !  So  far  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed 
to  plunge  still  deeper  into  now  ami  untried  experiments ! 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold  !  The  whole  country  involved  in 
one  w  ide  spread  ruin,  and  the  Government  itself  bankrupt ; 
and  we  are  yet  to  have  another  "experiment!"  Yes,  sir, 
the  State  bank  experiment  has  failed,  and  the  golden  bubble 
has  exptoded,  and  left  a  wreck  of  ruin  in  their  train ;  and 
now,  sir,  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  from  the  Hermitage, 
we  are  to  bavo  the  Government  divorced  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system  of  sub* 
treasuries,  Or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treasury  bank.  Sir, 
we  find  that  the  ex-President  is  not  content  with  having 
dictated  to  the  people  whom  they  should  choose  to  be  his 
successor,  but  aeems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that  suc- 
cessor. I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as  the  President 
had  attained  the  summit  of  his  wishes,  he  would  kick  from 
under  him  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  nnd  take 
the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of  his  coun- 
sel; but,  sir,  mortifying  as  it  may  be,  we  find  the  message 
the  exact  foe  timih  of  certain  letters  not  long  since  ad- 
dressed to  the  editor  of  the  Globe,  and  published  in  that 
print. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  now  undertake  to  discuss  the 
sub-Treasury  system;  but,  sir,  I  will  say  that,  unfortunate 
as  has  been  the  result  of  former  experiments  upon  the  cur- 
rency, I  am  bound  to  believe  thai  this  new  project  most 
prove  much  more  fatal,  if  adopted.  It  is  not  only  calcula- 
ted to  heighten  the  pecuniary  distress  with  which  the  coun- 
try is  now  surrounded,  by  bringing  discredit  ami  ruin  up- 
on all  local  banks,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  them,  or 
indebted  to  them,  but  will  add  tremendously  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  Executive,  which  I  think  is  already  much  too 
great.  My  friend  from  South  Oarolina  [Mr.  PrcKine] 
told  us  a  few  days  since,  in  his  answer  to  this  argument, 
that  be  treated  all  such  charges  with  "the  most  sovereign 
contempt."  Sir,  let  me  tell  that  honorable  gentleman  that 
it  ia  easier  to  dispose  of  some  matters  by  treating  them  with 
contempt  than  in  any  other  way.  In  what,  sir,  does  Ex- 
ecutive patronage  consist  t  I  answer,  in  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal  from  office,  and  the  disbursement 
of  public  moneys.  The  President  would  have  the  right  to 
appoint  and  remove  every  officer  who  would  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  either  the  collection  or  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  and  consequently  it  would  place  directly  under 
hie  control  every  dollar  of  the  public  revenue,  and  thereby 
unite  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  this  great  nation  in  the 
bands  of  a  single  individual.  Sir,  we  have  had  a  little  ex- 
perience upon  this  point,  in  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posrtes  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tates  -,  and  with  this 
accumulation  of  power  the  President  might  trample  under 
foot  the  right  of  suffrage— the  most  sacred  ever  guarantied 
to  freemen—and  designate  his  successor  with  impunity,  if 
he  chose  to  follow  the  precedent  already  established.  Sir, 
the  liberties  of  this  country  were  too  dearly  bought  to  be 
to  the  keeping  of  any  one  man,  no  matter  how 
be  may  be.       Gold  is  corrupting," 
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and  power  i»  tempting.  It  can  never  be  done,  air,  wilh  my 
consent.  And,  be  si  ilea,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  the  public 
moneys  would  he  much  lees  secure.  The  public  revenue 
is  to  be  taken  from  the  custody  of  all  banks,  and  commit* 
ted  to  tho  keeping  of  some  ten  or  eleven  thousand  individ- 
ual*, scattered  throughout  the  United  States.  And,  sir, 
although  we  have  recently  beard  much  said  about  toe  un- 
available funds  of  the  Government,  I  venture,  to  predict  that, 
if  this  new  experiment  be  adopted,  we  have  not  heard  the 
hst  of  it.  We  have  had  an  item  of  this  description,  in  the 
annual  report  of  our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  many 
years ;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  under  this  new  organization  of 
that  Department,  it  will  not  require  a  great  while  to  add 
a  much  larger  item  to  the  account,  from  the  failures  and 
defalcations  of  sub-treasurers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  which  now 
afflict  litis  country,  I  am  for  commencing  the  work  where 
they  originated.  Let  us,  sir,  in  all  due  charity,  instead  of 
charging  the  whole  of  these  misfortunes  to  the  account  of 
the  people,  at  least  charge  one-half  of  them  to  the  mal- 
administration of  the  Government ;  and,  although  it  is  not 
recommended  by  tbo  President,  let  us  commence  econo- 
mizing a  little  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  set  a 
praiseworthy  example  before  the  people.  I  have  always 
heard  it  remarked  that  example  was  much  more  forcible 
than  precept.  Let  us,  sir,  instead  of  creating  a  national 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  up  an  extravagant  and  prodigal  sys- 
tem of  expenditure*  which  has  crept  into  the  Government, 
commence  the  business  of  retrenchment  and  reform  winch 
was  promised  us  a  few  years  since,  and  adopt  some  meas- 
ure of  general  and  permanent  relief  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  air,  and  not  until 
then,  may  we  hope  to  see  better  times,  and  cease  to  hear 
the  complaints  that  are  now  continually  saluting  our  earn 
from  the  teas  of  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  citizens 
who  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  and  reduced  to 
beggary  and  ruin  during  this  age  of  experiments. 

Sir,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  with  any 
calculations  to  show  the  -tale  of  the  Treasury,  in  order  to 
prove  that  tho  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  required  to  supply 
a  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown  to  this  House 
conclusively,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that,  by  withholding  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  tho  Slates, 
and  suspending  certain  appropriations  for  useless — nay, 
worse  than  useless — public  works,  exploring  expeditions, 
dec,  and  thereby  reducing  the  expenditures  for  the  pres- 
ent year  some  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  there  woukl  be 
ample  means  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  against 
it,  without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes  on  tho  credit  of  the  nation.  And,  sir,  if  this  be 
true,  would  it  not  be  an  unpardonable  outrage  to  heap 
upon  the  people  another  national  debt,  right  upon  the 
heels  of  the  one  just  discharged  1  Sir,  we  have  had  theo- 
retical reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is  time  we  should 
begin  to  carry  it  into  practice.  But,  on  the  other  band,  it 
is  urged  that,  after  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  depositee  from  the  States,  and  suspending  the  fill  or  n 
millions  of  appropriations,  there  will  still  be,  in  any  event, 
a  deficit  in  tho  Treasury,  which  render*  it  indi-pensahlc 
that  this  bill  should  pass.  And,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  actual  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten  days  without 
them.  I  cannot  perceive,  sir,  how  this  can  lte;  but  if  it 
be  true,  I,  for  one,  say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Government 
has  actually  brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses,  let  the 
truth  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called  by  their  right 
names.  Sir,  this  bill  is  designed  to  practise  a  fraud  upon 
the  people,  by  borrowing  money  in  such  a  form  that  they 
will  not  understand  it,  and  thereby  shield  the  Government 
from  the  odium  of  bringing  itself  from  •  surplus  of  forty- 
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five  millions  to  bankruptcy  in  leaa  than  one  year.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  there  woukl  really  he  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  borrow  money 
to  enable  the  Government  to  perform  iu  functions,  I  should 
certainly  grant  it ;  but,  air,  I  woukl  prefer  that  it  should 
be  asked  for  in  plain  English  in  that  form.  I  am  opposed 
to  laying  burdens  upon  the  people  in  disguise.  If  they 
are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understand  it,  and  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  provide  for  it. 

But  I  am  told,  sir,  that  we  do  not  borrow  money  or  cre- 
ate a  debt  by  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  that  we  only  antici- 
pate funds  that  are  now  unavailable.  And,  air,  is  it  not 
possible  that  a  large  amount  of  these  unavailable  funds  may 
forever  remain  so  ?  Is  not  the  Government  attempting  to 
divorce  itself  from  the  deposits  frank*,  and  thereby  to  dis- 
credit and  destroy  them  1  And,  should  it  so  turn  out,  most 
unquestionably  it  will  prove  a  debt  to  the  nation.  But,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  this  is  all  a  fiction.  I  concur  mo»t  heartily 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Fletcsbb]  in  the  opinion  that  there  ia  not  a  dollar  in  the 
deposite  banks,  belonging  to  tho  General  Government,  that 
cannot  be  made  ovaiUhle  to  the  Treasury  by  another  pro- 
cess, just  as  conveniently  as  by  the  measure  now  under 
consideration.  Has  not  the  Treasury,  for  months  past, 
been  making  these  funds  available,  by  drawing  draft!  upon 
tb«m,  even  when  it  waa  certain  that  they  woukl  be  protest- 
ed by  the  banks  ?  And  I  would  like  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  a  protested  Treasury  draft  and  a  Treasury 
note  bearing  interest.  Tho  draft  ia  ^ood  against  the  Trea- 
sury, with  interest  and  charges  of  protest,  and  answers  tho 
hulder  every  purpose  that  a  note  would.  It  enters  imme- 
diately into  circulation,  and  commands  a  premium  bn  ac- 
count of  the  exchange  it  affords.  And,  *ir,  while  the  Gov- 
ernment has  these  unavailable  funds  in  the  banks,  lb* 
Treasury  may  make  them 'an  inexhaustible  source  from 
which  to  create  funds  by  means  of  drafts.  The  Treasury 
may  diaw  upon  the  very  same  fund  five  hundred  times,  and 
the  drafts  may  go  the  rounds,  and  come  back  upon  the. 
Treasury,  and  be  paid  out  of  the  accruing  receipts  into  the 
Treasury,  and  the  fund  still  remain.  Then,  sir,  where  b 
the  necessity  of  Treasury  bills  or  note*  1  I  can  see  none, 
and  am,  therefore,  induced  to  believe  this  measure  u  pro- 
posed wilh  no  other  object  than  to  cstahlit-h  the  precedent, 
and  thereby  make  it  the  prelude  to  the  great  unfinished 
measure  of  the  late  administration — a  Treasury  bank  *,  an 
institution,  in  my  humble  opinion,  more  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  than  a  combination  of  all  the  Pow  ers 
of  Europe.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  at  this  time  enter  into  a 
dbv-ussion  of  this  great  question.  1  will  only  pray  God 
tbat  1  may  never  give  my  sanction  to  any  measure  calcu  • 
la  ted,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  establish  such  an  institu- 
tion, 

Mr.  8peaker,  I  fully  concur  wilh  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Brett)  in  the  opinion  that 
the  people  expect,  and  have  a  right  to  demand  at  our  hands, 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  which  will  supply  the  coun- 
try with  a  national  currency,  which  will  answer  as  a  me- 
dium of  exchange  between  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union  ;  but  I  am  unwilling  that  these  exchequer  bills  shall 
constitute  thia  national  currency.  I  believe,  eir,  that  it  is 
a*  much  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  foster  and  encour- 
age commerce  as  agriculture,  or  any  other  branch  of  indus- 
try :  the  prosperity  of  the  one  depends  open  that  of  the 
other ;  and,  sir,  when  we  view  society  in  all  iu  ramifica- 
tions, we  find  the  interests  of  all  classes  so  intimately  con- 
nected, that  whatever  a  fleets  one  roust  inevitably  affect  all. 
The  farmer,  the  planter,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  me- 
chanic, are  as  much  dependent  upon  the  merchant  as  tbe 
merchant  is  upon  them.  And,  although  tbe  merchants 
have  been  denounced  with  the  bitterest  epithets,  and 
ciurrged^wilh  being  the  authors  of  ail  the  evil*  that  now 
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array  one  class  of  tbe  community  against  another — there  is 
one  sentence  of  trulb  in  it.    Sir,  if  you  destroy  the 
what  will  become  of  all  the  surplus  produce  of 
the  country!    Ewry  eou'i  wortk  <r«  mid 


family  would  prove  a 
dead  loss  to  him,  and  consequently  every  spring  to  indus- 
try and  enterprise  would  be  cut  off  and  destroyed.  And, 
sir,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  we  must  inevitably  re- 
lapse back,  in  a  short  time,  to  tbe  most  perfect  savage  bar- 
barity. Indeed,  sir,  I  look  upon  commerce  a>  the  main 
fiourw-  and  fountain  from  which  ail  our  prosperity  and 

attaining  to  any  distinction  or  greatness,  where  commerce 
bus  not  been  encouraged  1  If  there  is  one,  it  ha*  escaped 
my  observation.  Why,  then,  should  we  not  afford  the 
facilities  necessary  to  suatain  this  enterprising  class  of  our 
?    lt^is  a  fact,  universally  concedeiMiy  all  who 

facilities,  and  that  it  ultimately  fulls  upon  the  laboring 
classes.  It  cannot  be  expected  by  any  reasonable  man 
that  the  merchants  can  buy  and  *ell  goods  for  nothing. 
They  arc  compelled  to  make  a  moderate  profit,  and,  con- 
y,  alt  expenses  incurred  by  tbem  for  want  of  proper 
of  necessity  charge  upon 
m turner  pays  it.  8o  we 
discover  that  it  is  the  laboring  classes,  "  the  democracy  of 
numbers,"  so  much  talked  of  in  this  House,  whose  inter- 

t'niu-d  State*. 

Tbe  power  of  Congress  to  supply  the  country  with  some 
sort  of  national  currency  that  is  uniform  throughout  the 
Union,  in  order  to  assist  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country,  I  believe  baa  been  admitted,  and  even  insisted 
upon,  by  every  administration,  fiom  the  foundation  of  the 
(iovemment  down  to  the  last.    The  first  charge  which  | 
General  Jackson  ever  preferred  aqninst  the  United  States  I 
it  had  failed  to  mini  the  expectations  of 
ie  object  of  its  creation,  via :  to  fornlsh  the 
with  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  ;  but  in  this 
I  think  ho  was  mistaken.    Tbe  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
however,  "  with  the  light*  now  before  him,"  has  dfllermin- 
«d  that  Congress  has  no  such  power.   But,  sir,  I  think  he 
must  have  read  through  magic  spectacles,  and  will  have  to 
read  a«ain.    He  surely  will  not  be  sustained  by  tbe  repre- 
»enua*es  of  the  people  in  a  position  so  unprecedented  and 
absurd.    Admitting,  then,  aa  it  sorely  must  be,  that  Con- 
gross  not  only  has  the  power,  but  that  it  is  our  indispensa- 
ble duty,  to  supply  the  country  with  a  national  currency 
and  medium  of  exchange,  the' quest  ion  naturally  arises, 
how  is  this  to  be  accomplished  !    Did  any  man  ever  seri- 
ously believe  that  the  commerce  and  trade  of  this  great 
nation  could  be  carried  on  by  an  exclusive  metallic  cur- 
rency !    I  answer,  no ;  this  question  is  too  clear  to  admit 
of  controversy.   In  the  nest  place,  air,  are  the  8tate  bunks 
able  to  furnish  such  a  currency  1    Of  this  I  ahall  leave 
every  man  to  be  his  own  judge ;  but,  judging  for  myself, 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  past  experience,  I  should  say  it  is 
most  clear  and  manifest  they  cannot.  Then,  sir,  the  great 
and  important  question  cornea  up :  What  will  accomplish 
this  end  7    Uy  one  set  of  politicians,  sir,  a  national  bnnk  is 
said  to  be  tlto  only  institution  capable  of  nop]  lying  this 
currency,  and  past  experience  is  quoted  aa  incontestable 
evidence  in  support  of  this  position ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  most  vehemently  denounced  as  both  unconsti- 
tutional and  dangerous  to  liberty.  These,  sir,  ore  grave  and 
weighty  objections,  if  well  founded;  and,  if  any  other 
means  can  be  devised  to  accomplish  this  end,  which  will 
be  free  from  constitutional  objections  and  leas  dangerous  to 
liberty,  I  will  most  gladly  embrace  it.    And,  air,  I  concur 
the  honorable  gen  tie  man  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
3  that,  unless  the  country  bo  supplied  with  such  a 


currency  by  other  means,  it  will  not  tako  the  people  long 
to  remove  all  constitutional  scruples  out  of  the  way  of  a 
national  bank.  As  lor  myself,  air,  I  do  not  believe  that 
either  of  the  obiectione  to  a  national  hank  is  well  founded. 
I  have  never  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  rhartc. 
soeh  an  institution.  But,  if  I  had,  I  should  consider  my- 
self a  most  egregious  bigot  were  I  to  set  up  my  judgment 
against  all  the  precedents  on  this  point.  Indeed,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  queation  that  cannot  now  be  raised  with  any 
propriety.  It  has  been  twice  determined,  after  the  most 
deliberate  investigation  by  every  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  And  I  am 
one  of  those,  sir,  who  believe  that  the  constitution  is  a* 
susceptible  of  being  reduced  to  fixed  and  fettled  principles 
as  any  other  law  of  the  land.  If  it  is  forever  to  remain  an 
unsettled  text,  and  is  to  be  one  thins:  to-day,  another  to- 
morrow, and  another  again  the  next  day,  just  to  suit  tMe 
of  the  powers  that  be,  I  think  we  had 
the  instrument.  Mfe  had  better  have  no 
constitution,  than  to  have  it  the  mere  creature  of  those  in 
power,  to  administer  as  they  may  choose  to  understand  it. 

And  as  to  tbe  other  objection,  I  think  it  is  equally  futile. 
Suppose  we  admit  that  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  been  guilty  of  the  greatest  crime  with  which  it  was 
charged— that  of  intermeddling  in  elections,  and  using  its 
means  to  acquire  political  power.  Sir,  does  that  furnish 
any  argument  why  another  should  not  be  chartered,  with 
such  guards  and  restrictions  thrown  around  it  as  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  those  evils  7  Moat  certainly  not.  We 
misfit  with  as  much  propriety  say  that,  because  tbe  lale 
President  of  the  United  States  interfered  in  the  election  of 
his  successor,  and  brought  the  power  and  patronage  of  his 
office  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  we  ought 
therefore  to  abolish  the  Executive  Department  of  tbia 
(fOTcrnment.  8uch  an  argument  is  absurd  and  prepos- 
terous. 

And,  sir,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my 
firm  belief  that  a  national  bank,  based  upon  correct  princi- 
ples, is  the  only  institution  capable  of  giving  the  country 
such  a  currency  as  is  essential  to  it*  prosperity.  And  I  am 
sustained  in  this  opinion  by  this  remarkable  fact,  that,  dur- 
ing the  space  of  alwut  forty  years,  while  such  an  institution 
was  in  operation  in  this  country,  there  was  never,  at  any 
time,  a  material  derangement  in  the  currency,  or  pecuniary 
distress ;  and  that,  during  the  two  short  periods,  comprising 
only  about  eight  years,  in  which  the  Government  attempt- 
ed to  do  without  one,  we  had  an  entire  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  all  the  local  banks,  and  the  deepest  distress 
and  embarrassment  in  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country. 
And,  sir,  although  we  have  recently  had  it  from  high  au- 
thority, and  from  different  sources  too,  that  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  opposed  to  such 
an  institution,  with  due  deference,  air,  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  dissent  from  that  opinion.  Upon  the  score  of 
expediency,  I  am  bound  to  believe  there  is  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  in  its  favor.  And,  sooner  or  later,  humiliating 
as  it  may  lie,  the  Government  must  return  to  it ;  and  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant.  t 

The  community,  sir,  and  especially  the  commercial  com- 
munity, who  have  been  struggling  against  winda  and  tides, 
and  Government  experiment*,  to  sustain  their  credit  and 
reputation,  have  borne  their  misfortunes  wilh  much  long- 
suffering  and  forbearance.  But,  sir,  the  time  may  come 
when  forbearance  will  cease  to  he  a  virtue. 

I  am  fully  awnre,  however,  that  a  national  bank  cannot 
now  be  established.  Wc  have  had  incontestable  evidence 
of  that  fact  this  morning.*  And,  sir,  even  if  there  were  a 
probability  of  its  success,  situated  as  I  am,  I  would  not 
presume  to  make  the  proposition.  It  is  due  to  those  who 
have  more  experience  to  take  the  lead  in  a  measure  of  so 

*  Rwoluikm  adapted  declaring  It  inexpedient  is  charter  a  national 
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But,  itr,  I  am  ready  to  act  my  part, 
whenever  the  subject  may  be  presented.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  only  say  that,  for  myself,  I  am  perfect* 
ly  satiated  with  new  and  untried  ex  pen  men  u,  and  I  hope 
and  believe  the  country  is  so. 

Mr.  HAMER  had  thought  last  night  that  the  debate  on 
this  bill  was  closed ;  but  it  seemed  that  they  had  taken  a 
fresh  atart  that  morning.  He  himself  did  not  rise  to  make 
a  speech,  but  briefly  to  throw  out  a  few  suggestions  in  re- 
ply to  some  things  that  had  been  thrown  out  by  gentlemen 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Some  complaint*  had  been  made  of  the  order  in  which 
the  buainesa  of  the  Houae  had  been  brought  before  it. 
Gentlemen  had  urged  that  thia  bill  ought  to  have  been  laid 
aside,  and  that  the  bills  to  allow  lime  to  the  deposite  banks, 
and  to  postpone  the  payment  of  merchants'  bonds,  should 
ha/e  been  first  disposed  of,  before  the  final  action  was  had 
upon  the  present  bill.  Now,  tliere  were  two  reaaona  why 
that  was  not  the  proper  course. 


not  be  paid,  but  would  be  protested  and 
;e  through  the  community  upon  the  cr 


The  first  was,  that,  so  far  as  had  been  seen  by  the  coarse, 
and  gathered  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position, they  were  opposed  to  all  the  measures  brought 
forward ;  and  hence  it  waa  but  fair  and  reasonable  that  the 


friend*  of  thoae  measures  should  be  allowed  to  select  the 
order  in  which  they  should  be  brought  before  the  House. 
That  was  one  reason. 

The  other  was,  that  the  Government  onght  to  act,  in 
regard  to  thia  matter,  precisely  aa  an  individual  would  in 
similar  circumstances.  Suppose  that  he  owed  a  thousand 
dollars,  and  waa  unprepared  to  pay  it  when  called  upon, 
and  asked  time  of  his  creditor;  that  creditor  said  he  would 
give  him  time  if  he  (the  creditor)  could  raise  it  from  any 
other  source — must  not  that  creditor  ascertain  first  whether 
he  could  raise  the  amount  of  money  before  he  could  in- 
dulge him  (Mr.  H.)  bia  debtor  1  That  waa  precisely  what 
they  wanted  to  ascertain  in  the  present  case.  They  were 
first  to  ascertain  whether  they  bad  tho  means  of  granting 
the  indulgence  proposed  in  the  other  two  bills,  before  they 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  do  so.  This  was  fair  and 
reasonable,  and  was  the  only  perfectly  proper  course. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  arguments  advanced  that  morning  J 
by  the  very  able  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Fletchxb.]  That  gentleman  insisted  that  this  bill  waa 
unnecessary,  and  assigned  hia  reaaona.  Ho  aaid  they 
should  sell  the  claim  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Why,  the  Government  was  now  out  of  money,  and  wanted 
funds  immediately.  Which,  then,  waa  the  moat  reasonable^ 
for  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  and  force  a  sale 
of  thst  claim,  and  the  paper  ahe  holds  againat  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8tatcs,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  and  take 
time  to  render  that  debt  available,  or  collect  it  at  maturity  1 
Was  a  forced  sale  advantageous,  under  any  circumstances, 
either  to  an  individual  or  to  the  Government?  Certainly 
not.    It  is  better,  therefore,  thst  the  notes  should  be  issued. 

Again:  There  waa  a  large  amount  in  the  deposite  banks, 
aaid  the  gentleman.  Now,  they  heard  that  repeatedly  be- 
fore, but  did  not  every  gentleman  there  know,  that  the 
amount  in  the  deposite  banks  could  not  he  commanded  at 
that  timet  Nay,  mora:  was  it  not  insisted  by  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition,  that  that  money  should  not  be  command- 
ed under  one,  two,  or  three  years. 

What  was  another  argument  connected  with  this  propo 
aition ?  It  waa  that  they  might  issue  Treasury  drafts  upon 
the  banks,  and  suffer  them  to  be  protested,  and  circulated 
through  the  community,  aa  now,  instead  of  notes.  Why, 
in  the  first  place,  they  had  heard  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  right  to 
issue  drafts  upon  the  banks,  knowing  they  would  be  pro- 
tested. But  suppose  he  had  the  right,  was  there  any  dif- 
ference between  these  drafts  now  circulating  and  tho  Treas- 
ury notus  they  proposed  to  is  me  ?  Where  waa  the  difference 
between  drawing  a  draft  upon  a  bank,  which  they  knew 


allowed  to 
it  of  the 

Government,  and  a  Treasury  note,  which  waa  to  < 
exclusively  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government, 
the  belief  that  the  amount  if  represents  will  be  paid  the 
moment  the  banks  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  !  Now,  if  any 
gentleman  was  so  astute  as  to  be  able  to  point  ont  any  dif- 
ference—not the  metaphysical,  but  the  practical,  differ- 
ence—he  would  be  glad  to  bear  it.  Both  wore  certainly 
circulated  ou  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

But  it  seemed  that  these  notes,  in  the  opinion  of  son* 
gentlemen,  were  unconstitutional ;  nnd  then,  from  all  quar- 
ters, tbey  were  told  it  was  a  loan — a  loan  in  disguise. 
Well,  if  it  be  a  loan,  did  not  the  constitution  expres*ly 
authorize  the  Government  to  borrow  money  for  its  needful 
wants  ?  If  it  be  a  loan,  as  they  admit  it  to  be,  and  so  Mr. 
H.  admitted,  in  one  sense,  but  not  in  the  ordinary  sense 
in  which  a  loan  was  understood—  but  if  it  ware,  tho  con- 
stitution authorised  them  to  borrow  money  whenever  the 
necessities  of  the  country  required  them  to  do  it.  How 
was  it  a  loan  1  Why,  it  waa  just  such  a  loan  as  he  would 
make  to  an  individual  to  whom  he  was  indebted,  and  who 
called  upon  him  for  a  settlement,  and  be  could  not  pay 
him,  but  gave  him  hia  note  promising  to  pay  him  in  a  year. 
In  that  sense,  but  in  no  other,  waa  it  a  loan ;  but  no  one 
would  so  understand  it.  It  waa  precisely  that  kind  of 
transaction  too.  Thoae  who  bad  claims  upon  the  Govern- 
ment called  for  their  money ;  the  Government  had  not  got 

and  what  does  ahe  do  1    Why,  give  her 
she  will  pay  up  at  the  end  of  a  year.  Thia  is  a 
day  transaction  between  individuate. 


Affain,  it  wis  said  this  bill  would  be  a  burden 


>n  the 


people.  How  a  burden  upon  the  people  !  He  heard  that 
complaint  rung  throughout  the  House,  and  be 
was  it  a  burden  upon  the  people?  Did  it 
new  tax  upon  them  1  Did  it  propose  any  keying  < 
burdens  ?  Did  it  lake  any  money  out  of  their  pocket  1  If 
they  regarded  the  bill  passed  to  withhold  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  deposites  with  the  Slates  «s  furnishing  the  means 
to  redeem  these  notes,  in  that  way  it  was  a  burden.  Bnt 
nobody  pretended  that  these  notes  were  to  be  eo  redeemed, 
or  to  be  redeemed  at  all,  except  when  the  deposite  banks 
and  the  merchants  paid  up  their  debts. 

Gentlemen  talked,  too,  a  good  deal  about  the  people  not 
understanding  this.    Mr.  H.  had  a  higher  n 
intelligence  of  the  people.    They  would 
thev  did  understand  it. 

Mr.  PHILL1F8  then  took  the  floor,  and 
argument  agaiutt  the  bill,  but  his  remarks 
the  arrival  of  the  hoar  (half  past  2)  for  the 
its  daily  recess  till  4  oV 


Erssj.vo  Sxsstox. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "bill 
to  authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  being  the  sub- 
stitute reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  resumed  his  remarks.  He  endeavored 
to  prove  that  the  moat  injurious  effects  had  resulted  from 
the  late  measure  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  allow- 
ing a  Urge  amount  of  depositee  to  remain  in  several  isols- 
ted  banks,  while  ho  withdiew  nearly  the  whole  sums  de- 
posited with  the  banks  on  tho  seaboard.  It  waa  hia  opin- 
ion that  much  of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  commer- 
cial cities  was  to  he  attributed  to  that  measure.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  prospects  of  the  country  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  contended,  that  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  state  menu  given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were 
drawn,  the  amount  of  difference  between  the  expenditure 
and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three,  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.    He  would  tell  them  frankly,  that  when  he 
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came  here  his  impression  was,  that  the  only  practicable 
relief  wag  the  creation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which 
our  account  whh  Europe  could  do  speedily  closed,  or  to 
iwoe  such  kinda  of  Treasury  notes  a*  would  be  useful  to 
the  people ;  and  he  thought  that  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  the  depositee  would  be  the  means  of  distrib- 
uting these  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  measure  bad 
failed,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the  ground  for  issuing 
these  notes- 
It  was  bis  opinion  that  specie  payments  would  not  be 
resumed  for  the  present,  if  the  measures  now  before  the 
House  were  adopted  ;  and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known 
that,  In  bis  opinion,  the  period  of  distress  had  not  passed 
over.  It  a  til)  existed,  and,  under  the  present  Mate  of 
things,  must  increase.  Some  gentlemen  had  attributed 
the  distress  to  over-trading ;  but,  although  he  would  admit  | 
that  might  have  bad  some  influence,  yet  the  great  evil 
which  they  were  called  on  to  remedy  was  that  of  obstruc- 
tion to  our  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  restore 
the  currency  to  its  former  state,  and  the  banks  to  that  con- 
fidence they  eujoyed  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ment*. It  was  desirable  that  they  i>hould  make  the  not»s 
of  the  banks  receivable  for  public  dues ;  and,  when  tbey 
had  done  that,  they  would  have  done  all  that  was  expect- 
ed from  Government ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so  re- 
ceivable, confidence  would  be  restored,  and  nothing  more 
would  be  wanting.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  to  ita 
present  amount ;  and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  all, 
be  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them  without, 
rather  than  with  interest. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  be  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Phillips,] 
upon  the  point  which  bad  been  very  zealously  pressed  up- 
on the  House  by  bim.  It  was  proposed  to  raise  the  money 
which  the  Treasury  wanted,  bv  a  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  I 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  issuing  Treasury 
notes.  As  a  financial  measure,  Mr.  H.  said,  his  under- 
standing was  not  convinced  of  its  propriety,  although  he 
freely  admitted  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
much  more  conversant  with  such  subjects  than  himself.  It 
■teemed  to  htm  that  this  plan  of  selling  the  bond?  of  the 
bank  was  urged  upon  the  House  with  great  pertinacity. 
During  tho  discussion  of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, it  was  the  policy  of  the  opponents  of  that  meas- 
ute  to  snow  that  the  Treasury  bad  ample  resources  at  com- 
mand, and  the  conversion  of  those  bonds  into  cash  was  di- 
rectly in  the  track  of  the  argument.  But  that  matter  had 
been  decided,  and  the  question  now  Was  merely  whether 
the  Government  shoubl  use  its  own  credit,  or  that  of  the 
(,  in  order  to  raise  funds. 
If  the  proposition  to  sell  bad  been  brought  forward  by 
ies  of  the  bank,  and  sustained  upon  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  part  with  the  bonds  for  whatever 
they  might  bring,  because  the  bank  bad  not  paid  the  first 
bond  at  maturity,  it  would  have  been  an  argument  that  he 
could  understand,  Mr.  H.  said  he  bcnged  to  inquire 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  first  bond,  which  waa  due  on  the  first  of  Oc- 
I  been  paid ! 

[Mr.  CAxaasLBwe  replied,  that  no  notice  of  it*  pay- 
ment had  been  received,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  the  president  of  the 
hank  about  it.  ] 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  generally  reported  that  the  bank 
intended  to  set  on"  certain  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts 
which  had  been  issued,  in  payment  of  the  third  instalment, 
in  some  State  under  the  deposits  act,  into  the  correctness 
of  which  step  he  would  not  now  enter,  as  it  would  lead 
him  out  of  his  way. 

The  reason  why  he  mentioned  it  at  all  w«p  to  show,  that 
if  the  bank  thought  itself  entitled  to  discharge  the  first  bond 
in  this  way,  it  might  think  it  just  to  pay  the  others  by  the 


same  set-off;  because  the  assignee  of  a  bond  would  take  it 
subject  to  all  the  equity  which  attached  to  it  in  the  bands 
of  the  obligee.  What  would  these  bonds  soil  for  at  the 
risk  of  being  paid  off  in  this  manner  1  It  was  true  that  we 
might  direct  otherwise  by  law  ;  but  then  it  would  be  a  harsh 
measure,  deprive  the  bsnk  of  a  privilege  which  belonged  to 
every  body  else — that  of  paying  its  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  paper  as  was  received  from  all  other  persons. 
If  this  course  had  been  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  might  it  not  have  been  deemed  severe, 
and  tending  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  bank  ?  But 
to  consider  it  strictly  as  a  financial  measure,  what  did  it 
amount  to  1  When  wo  bed  to  choose  between  using  the 
credit  of  tho  Government  and  the  credit  of  the  bank,  whv 
should  we  prefer  the  latter  1  He  admitted  that  the  credit  of 
that  institution  stood  high,  both  in  our  own  country  and 
Europe,  and  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  impair  that 
credit.  But  it  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Government. 
Would  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  contend  for  this! 
He  apprehended  not.  But  let  us  follow  out  the  operation. 
Suppose  the  bonds  put  up  for  wale  in  New  York.  In 
what  money  would  payment  be  required  ?  In  specie  or 
of  non-specie  paying  banks  1  The  existing  laws  for- 
the  reception  of  the  latter,  and  specie  must  therefore 
.  Where  would  six  milions  of  dollars  in  specie 
1  It  would  be  unwise  to  tempt  the  banks  to 
bring  it  out  of  their  vaults,  in  order  to  purchase  these  bonds, 
because  the  abstraction  of  such  a  quantity  would  retard  a 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  all  agreed  in  wishing 
to  hasten.  Would  the  boards  of  individuals  be  brought  out, 
and  vested  in  these  bonds  t    Perhaps  tbey  might,  but  they 


might  more  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  enticed  from  their 
hiding  places  by  Government  secuiitie*.  Even 


if  the  bonds 

should  he  thus  sold,  the  currency  of  the  country  would  re- 
main just  as  it  now  is,  and  no  facility  be  afforded  for  domes- 
tic exchanges,  which  w  as  one  great  object  of  the  present 
bid.  Treasury  notes  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
existing  circulating  medium,  because  they  would  enable 
remittances  to  be  made  from  one  part  of  tho  country  to 
another.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
on  the  contrary,  just  left  things  an  they  were  without  moving 
a  single  inch  towards  the  relief  of  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. But  it  had  been  said  that  these  bonds  might  be  sent 
to  England  and  sold  there,  and  the  specie  brought  here. 
This  might  be  true.  He  would  pees  over  the  delay  which 
must  be  experienced  in  the  remittance,  sale,  and  importa- 
tion of  the  specie,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  tothe  singular  situation  in  winch 
this  proposal  placed  him.  Geu.  Jackson  had  been  severely 
censured  by  the  opposition  with  interrupting  the  course  of 
commerce  and  forcing  exchange,  by  causing  large  importa- 
tions of  specie ;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  do  the  seme 
thing,  except  as  to  amount.  The  only  difference  was,  that 
Gen.  Jackson  imported  thirty  millions,  and  the  gentleman 
proposed  to  import  six.  He  was  actually  trending  In  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson.  But  what  would  be  tbe 
consequence  of  such  an  importation  1  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land bad  become  alarmed  before,  when  it  found  its  bullion 
reduced  from  eight  millions  sterling  to  between  three  and  four, 
and  had  taken  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  further  loss,  by 
discountenancing  American  bills  and  lowering  the  price  of 
cotton,  the  consequence  of  which  was  a  necessity  of  ship- 
pine  specie  from  the  United  Slates.  It  had  now  regained 
its  usual  amount,  and  the  price  of  exchange  w<ts  g -actually 
falling.  But  the  sudden  abstraction  of  a  million  sterling 
from  London  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reproduce  the 
alarm  which  had  now  subsided,  or  was  subsiding,  and 
thus  we  should  have  fresh  trouble.  Dot  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  also  said  lh.it  the  Secretary  might 
draw  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds, 
and  thus  bring  down  exchange.  True,  this  could  be  done; 
and  he  would  concur  cheerfully  wi«h  tbe  gentleman  in  any 
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measure  which  could  restore  the  par  of  exchange,  mid  at 
the  same  time  relieve  our  people  from  their  dome* tic  diffi- 
culties. Out  when  the  bills  were  sold,  the  earoe  question 
arose  as  about  the  bonda.  In  what  was  payment  to  l»  re- 
ceived ?  It  must  of  course  be  in  specie,  and  nothing  would 
be  added  to  the  currency  as  a  meant  of  making;  remittances 
from  one  State  to  another.  This  was  the  great  advantage 
which  the  present  bill  possessed  over  the  amendment,  and 
he  should  therefnre  adhere  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  TOUOEV  contended  thai  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion was  well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and 
well  calculated  to  afford  relief  to  the  Government  and  the 
people ;  and  that,  if  we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from 
the  deposite  banks  while  they  owe  the  Government,  it  will 
force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and  odd  to  the  distress 
of  the  community.  The  country  stood  in  the  relation  of 
creditor  to  the  banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  it* 
duty  to  deal  with  them  in  such  manner  as  to  afford  the 
griuiesl  relief  to  tbem.  In  relation  to  sending  fcpnds 
abroad,  he  must  say  that  he  felt  a  great  repugnance  to 
•ending  them  iulo  a  foreign  market,  to  raise  money  upon 
them  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government ;  be- 
sides, if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  our  foreign  debt,  which  now  presses  so  heavily 
upon  us.  He  supported  the  bill  at  some  length,  and 
answered  tho  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  BELL  aaid  he  had  some  remarks  to  make  upon  the 
bill,  but  he  would  decline  doing  so,  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
to  take  the  <|ue»Uon  on  the  amendments;  he 
in  the  way  of  the  question  being  taken. 
After  that,  however,  he  desired  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  House  on  the  merits  of  the  hill,  and  would 
then  move  to  strike  out  tho  enacting  clause  fur  that 


purpose. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  al- 
low tho  question  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  on 
tho  engrossment  of  the  bill ;  and  then  be  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole  menu  of  the  bill  on  its 
third  reading. 

Alter  a  few  remark*  by  Mr.  WI8E,  the  question  wbk 
taken  on  tho  sinenilment  of  Mr.  Rsbtt,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. * 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  : 


That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to 
sell  and  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  the  bonds 
or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  tho  United  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  Stales,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States!  and 
to  apply  tho  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in 
payment  of  any  demands  upon  tho  Treasury  : 
houtver,  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  aaid  bonda  or 
dences  of  debt  shall  be  made  for  a  leas  sum  than  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  said  bond*  or  evidences  of  debt  exclusive  of 
interest." 

Mr.  W H ITTL  ES E Y ,^of ^Oh io,  csMed  for  t 


nays  on 
ordered. 


Mr.  PATTON  then  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kcntitcky,  which  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  accept  as  a  modification,  which  was  a  provision  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  draw  drafts  on  the 
deposite  banks,  for  the  balances  due  the  Government,  in 
favor  of  public  creditors ;  directing  the  Secretary  also  to  re- 
ceive such  drsfts  in  payment  of  all  does  to  the  Government. 
He  explained  his  object  to  be  to  prevent  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  except  in  eases  of  very  great  emergency.  He 
thought  this  to  be  the  proper  course  of  proceeding,  and 
took  it  to  be  extraordinary  that  the  chairman  of  the  Corn- 
Ways  and  Means  should  not  have  brought  forward 


a  proposition  of  thin  kind,  when,  on  a  late  occasion,  at  thn 
time  n  war  with  Fiance  was  expected,  lhat  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  a  proposition  to  sell  the  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  however,  the  gentleman  had 
left  this  proposition  to  be  brought  forward  by  a  friend  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  went  into  an  argu- 
ment of  some  length  in  support  of  the  proposition  ho  had 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  accepted  of  the  gen  tie  man's 
amendment  a»  n  modification. 

Mr.  CAMUKLLKNG.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Pattok)  had  referred  to  a  period  some  years  since, 
when  the  country  was  upon  the  eve,  or  supposed  by  some 
of  us  to  be  on  the  eve,  of  a  Prench  war,  when  an  amount 
of  money  n  as  due  from  the  Hank  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  money  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Allans  at  that 
time  (the  same  being  actually  due,  and  not  then  con* 
into  bonds)  supposed  might  be  applied  to  lbs  public  • 
gency. 

The  gentleman  had  expressed  great  surprise  thst  a 
friend  of  that  bank  should  make  this  proposition  now.  and 
that  Mr.  C.  and  others,  who  were  so  much  opposed  to  the 
tank,  should  oppose  it.  Now  he  had  attributed"  to  that 
gentleman  a  little  more  sagacity.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  any  gentleman  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  would  wish  to  adopt  a  proposition  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, would  compel  them  to  alter  the  title  of  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  make  it  read,  "  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales." 

What  was  the  proposition  but  to  sell  the  bonds  of  the 
bank,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  United  States  upon 
their  back ;  thereby  making  them,  in  effect,  the  bonds  of 
the  United  States !  And  that  the  gentleman  called  "a 
divorce  and  separation  of  this  Government  from  the  Hank 
of  the  United  States  !"  They  were  to  endorse  the  beiula 
of  that  bank,  and  then  go  into  the  market  as  merchant.; 
and  sell  them,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  United  States 
upon  them.  We  might  with  equal  propriety  dispose  of 
the  merchants'  bonds  in  the  same  manner. 

What,  then,  would  be  the  ite*t  operatiou  !  Why,  thai 
the  Bank  of  the  Untied  States  would  iuelf  indirectly  buy 
them-  Where  were  »ix  millions  uf  dollars  to  bo  raised  ' 
Was  there  any  capitalists  in  this  country,  or  any  associa- 
tion of  capitalists,  or  any  institution,  except  lbs  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  thst  could,  el  the  present  crisis,  pur- 
chase this  stock  1  There  was  not.  The  bank  would  have 
no  competitor,  and  would  itself  purchase  her  bonds,  not 
directly,  but  by  an  agent,  who  would  pay  for  them 
by  «li  n 1 1 k  on  some  banker  in  London,  aided,  perhaps,  by 
the  Bank  of  England.  They  would  be  transmitted  to 
London,  and  the  bank  would  realise  an  immense  profit  by 
the  operation.  Mr.  C.  had  no  doubt  that  every  friend  of 
the  bank  upon  that  floor  would  vote  for  the  proposition, 
since  it  would  put  at  least  (100,000  (more,  probably  holf 
a  million)  into  the  pockets  of  the  stockholders  of  that  in- 
fttuuiion.  But  how  is  it  proposed  to  realize  this  amount  1 
When  is  it  to  be  paid— where,  and  in  what  description  _of 
money  !    In  the  mean  time,  where  were  the  Government 


debtors  to  procure  money  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  Govern- 
ment ?  Or  where  was  tlie  Government  itself  to  get  the 
means  of  paying  its  current  expenses  in  every  quarter  ef 
the  Union  !  Was  any  body  to  be  benefited  by  »uch>  au 
operation  !    Nobody,  but  the  Bank  of  the  United  Mates. 

Mr.  G.  said  there  were  two  extremes  to  this  proposition 
for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  means.  Before  be  would 
consent  to  put  forth  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 


States  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government  upon  them, 
and  then  send  them  through  the  agency  of  the  bank  itself 
to  Eugbind  for  disposal,  he  would  infinitely  prefer  st  once 
an  issue  of  Government  stock.  It  would  lie  detruding  to 
this  country  to  issue  its  credit  in  the  form  of  an  endorse- 
ment.   Theii  credit  was  stnply  sufficient  without  any  < 
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nexion  with  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
proposition  for  stock  wu  the  extreme  on  one  aide.  It 
would  auit  very  well  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Flktchsb.]  It  would  suit  very  well  the  great  capi- 
talists of  this  country  who  wanted  to  make  investments. 
To  them  it  would  give  relief,  very  great  relief,  and  profit 
too ;  but  let  him  tell  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
that  the  merchants  who  owe  their  bonds  to  the  custom- 
house, and  others  who  have  debts  due  them  from  other 
States,  would  not  thank  the  gentleman.  Neither  would 
merchants  in  the  West  and  Southwest,  and  in  the  interior, 
thank  the  gentleman  for  substituting  a  atock  in  place  of 
supplying  them  with  a  medium  of  remittance  to  their  cre- 
ditors in  the  Atlantic  cities.  An  issue  of  stock  was  one 
extreme  of  the  proposition. 

The  other  extreme  was  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rmstt,]  to  issue  Treasury 
without  interest.  Mr.  C.  spoke  not  then  of  the 
of  notes  of  that  description  ;  but  in  effect  it  was 
best  for  our  internal  circulation.  We  had,  however,  bills 
before  us,  which  would  undoubtedly  pass,  postponing  al- 
most all  our  Treasury  receipts  till  the  next  year.  There 
was  danger,  therefore,  that  such  notes  would  become  de- 
preciated. As  Mr.  C.  said,  when  up  before,  he  did  not 
wish  this  Government  to  issue  Treasury  notes  of  any  de- 
scription, in  any  form  whatsoever,  liable  to  depreciation. 
There  was  already  an  outcry  throughout  the  country 
against  depreciated  paper.  We  had  too  much  of  it  now; 
and  the  evil  would  be  augmented,  if  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  become  depreciated.  He  was  anxious  to 
jjuard  against  that  event.  For  this  reason,  among  others, 
he  had  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better, 
taking  all  interests  into  consideration,  to  adopt  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  bearing  a  moderate  rate  of  interest. 

The  beneficial  effect  of  these  notes  would  be  felt  from 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.  Take  the  southwest- 
ern country  alone.  They  would  be  paid  out  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Florida  war,  and  for  other  expenditures  in 
the  interior.  This  would  enable  the  merchants,  through 
them,  to  liquidate  their  debts  in  the  Atlantic  cities.  When, 
in  the  form  of  remittances,  they  reached  these  points,  they 
would  tie  paid  into  the  custom* houses,  or  remitted  abroad. 
The  amount  issued  in  the  northeast,  either  for  expenditures 
or  to  raise  means  for  the  Treasury,  would  also  be  in  part 
purchased  for  remittances  abroad.  But  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts,  [Messrs  Flktcheh  and  Phillips,]  or 
at  least  one  of  them,  tell  us  that  they  will  not  be  sent  abroad ; 
and  why  1  Because  the  certificates  were  not  in  duplicate! 
Why,  sir,  are  certificates  of  bank  and  State  stocks,  of  which 
millions  are  remitted  to  Europe,  issued  in  duplicate  1  But 
these  Treasury  notes  were  payable  in  twelve  months,  and 
could  not  therefore  be  negotiated.  Sir,  what  have  we  seen 
within  a  few  months  past?  Have  we  not  seen  the  twelve 
months'  bonds  of  the  United  State*  Bank  remitted  to  Lon- 
don and  sold  there?  Nay,  have  we  not  even  seen  the 
bonds  of  the  Morris  Canal  Company — an  institution,  by 
the  way,  not  of  the  most  unquestionable  credit — have  we 
not  seen  even  the  bonds  of  that  company  remitted  and  sold 
abroad !  Yet,  sir,  gentlemen  tell  us  that  five  per  cent. Treas- 
ury notes,  imoed  by  the  Government  ofthe  United  States,  can- 
not*be  remitted  to  discharge  any  portion  of  our  foreign  debt! 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
adopt  such  a  measure  as  would  go  to  maintain  the  credit 
of  this  (j o vera  men t,  by  authorizing  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  with  interest  The  sale  of  the  bonds  might  be  very 
profitable  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  issue  of 
a  slock  might  be  advantageous  to  our  batiks  and  capitalists. 
The  Treasury  notes  without  interest  would  relieve  our  in- 
ternal trade  from  much  embarrassment;  but  Treasury  notes 
with  interest  would  essentially  afford  relief  to  every  part  of 
the  Union,  and  aid  in 
exchanges. 

Vox,.  XIV. 


our  interna)  aud  external 


Mr.  TH0MA8  thought  it  extraordinary  that  gentlemen 
should  bring  forward  proposition  after  proposition  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  draffs  on  the 
banks,  which  would  be  bought  up  and  thrown  back  on  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  immediately.  It  was  well  known 
that  we  must  borrow  money  in  some  way  or  other,  and 
this  being  the  case,  he  took  it  that  the  better  plan  would 
be  to  have  as  many  bidders  as  possible.  The  bank  bonds 
could  not  be  bought  by  any  but  large  capitalists,  while  the 
Treasury  notes  could  be  taken  up  by  every  merchant ;  so 
that  the  simple  question  was,  whether  we  should  put  those 
bonds  in  the  market,  which  would  command  but  lew  bid- 
ders, or  whether  we  should  put  in  the  market  the  notes 
which  every  merchant  in  the  country  could  take.  He 
thought  it  perfectly  plain  that  the  notes  would  answer  the 
beat  purpose. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hr.  Speaker :  I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  apologies 
for  doing  that  which  is  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this 
Home,  as  well  as  his  privilege — I  mean,  to  express  his 
opinions  to  the  House  and  to  bis  constituents.  I  would 
not,  however,  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  mine, 
were  it  not  for  what  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Caxbbelkno,]  had  said  in  regard  to  those  who  might 
vote  for  this  amendment  He  said,  sir,  if  I  understood 
him,  that  any  man  who  might  vote  for  it,  at  the  same 
time  being  a  hearty  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  wan  wanting  in  sagacity.  Sir,  I  mean  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  ofthe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  also 
for  the  addition  to  that  amendment  offered  by  my  colleague; 
and  I  thought  I  had  sagacity  enough  to  know  that  it  will 
have  no  tendency  to  recharter  that  bank.  If  it  has  any 
such  tendency,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  how,  and 
will  go  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  bna 
not  shown  how.  He  has  shown  that  if  any  profit  can  be 
made,  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  of  Pennsylvania  will 
make  it  This  I  knew.  If  there  be  any  profit  to  be  made 
of  consequence,  that  bank,  or  some  bank,  or  some  capital- 
ist, or  some  association  of  capitalists,  will  make  it.  But 
that  is  not  a  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  against  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  heart  outward.  I  am  not  one  of  tboec  who  would  have 
the  constitution  altered  to  allow  one.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who,  while  they  are  against  a  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  will  ransack  new  and  old — heaven  and  earth— to 
find  reasons  to  show  we  cannot  do  without  one.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  on  the  ground  of  unconstitutionality,  for  rea- 
sons often  urged,  familiar,  and  not  necessary  to  be  repeated 
here.  I  am  against  it,  because  I  am  against  privileged  or- 
ders in  this  country.  I  am  not  willing  to  give  any  heart- 
less corporation  the  right  and  the  power  to  raise  the  price 
of  property  to  what  it  pleases,  and  depress  it  to  what  it 
(■leases,  without  the  consent,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the 
owner.  This  corporation,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
certainly  had  this  power,  and  as  certainly  exercised  it,  by 
expanding  or  contracting  its  issues.  Issue  a  great  deal, 
property  sells  high ;  contract  a  great  deal,  property  sells  for 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  Sir,  I  listened  with  the  at- 
tention due  to  talent  and  character  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  TMr.  SxnesAKT,]  as  I  had  opportunity  for 
several  days.  I  did  so,  with  that  pleasure  that  a  display 
of  talent  always  gives  me.  He  spok  with  great  earnestness 
of  the  condition  of  his  constituents,  who,  it  seem*,  are 
mostly  merchants,  and  it  made  me  feci  more  sensibly  for 
my  own. 

He  spoke  of  their  enterprise  and  perseverance,  skill  and 
success  in  trade,  and  I  feel  a  pride  in  their  character  as  cit- 
izens of  my  own  country.  Sir,  I  knew  that  they  had  ta- 
ken to  themselvea  wings  and  flown  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth,  and  over  the  most  dreary  and  dangerous  re- 
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gions  or  the  tea.  He  said  they  were  in  great  distress,  and 
I  was  sorrowful  to  the  heart  that  they  should  be  so.  I 
have  inquired  into  the  cause  of  that  distress,  and  under- 
stand that,  in  a  regular  coarse  of  trsde,  they  endeavored  to 
purchase  the  produce  of  the  fanner  and  planter— of  my 
constituents,  who  are  farmers  and  planters— at  a  price  at 
which  they  could  make  a  profit,  and  behold  they  made  a 
loss,  snd  were  obliged  to  sell  for  half  what  they  gave.  If 
they  had  made  a  profit,  ss  they  anticipated,  we  should  have 
heard  nothing  of  their  afflictions ;  they  have  made  a  hard 
bed  for  themselves,  and  their  faithful  and  talented  repre- 
sentative argues,  as  I  understand  the  effect  of  his  proposi- 
tion, to  have  a  United  States  bank,  or,  rather,  the  snme 
one  rechartered,  to  take  his  constituents  eff  that  hard  bed 
and  put  mine  on.  Now,  sir,  I  have  regsrd  for  the  mer- 
chants, as  I  have/or  alt  the  citixens  of  the  United  8tates : 
but  when  the  question  is  simply,  whether  his  constituents 
shall  lie  on  this  hard  bed  of  their  own  making,  or  jpine 
shall;  when  the  question  is  simply  between  his  constituents 
and  mine,  which  shall  be  in  affliction,  I  prefer  mine  ahould 
not  be. 

8ir,  I  have  listened  to  the  various  arguments  coming  from 
a  certain  large  portion  of  this  House,  friends  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  they  appear  to  resolve  themselves 
into  this,  "there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven 
whereby  a  man  might  be  saved,"  excepting  only  by  and 
through  a  bank  of  the  United  States !  Sir,  if  1  believed 
that  it  would  relieve  the  people,  or  even  the  merchants,  and 
not  hurt  the  other  people,  and  was  not  unconstitutional,  I 
should  be  greatly  tempted  £o  go  for  it;  for  it  gives  me  pain 
to  aee  any  suffer.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  believe  it  will  relieve 
'  the  people  in  general,  or  fail  to  rviin  a  vast  proportion  of 
them— whatever  it  may  do  with  the  merchants. 

Its  paper,  truly,  might  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
debts  in  Europe.  But  how?  By  restoring  specie  pay- 
ments. And  how  is  this  to  he  done  when  there  is,  propor- 
tionally to  the  engagements  now  due,  or  to  become  duo  short- 
ly, from  the  banks  and  their  customers,  scarcely  any  specie 
in  the  country  !  Sir,  it  must  be  by  substituting  the  paper 
of  the  United  8tates  Bank  for  that  now  in  circulation. 
How  can  they  pay  specie  without  reducing  the  quantity  of 
paper  circulation  !  This  might  enable  the  merchants  to 
pay  their  debts  in  bank  notee  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  probably  would,  if  they  be  prudent,  without 
trouble.  But  what  would  become  of  my  constituents  1  Sir, 
they  would  be  put  upon  the  hard  bed,  and  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Skugkart]  be  taken 
off  it.  Mine  would  be  sold  out,  instead  of  his,  to  raise 
this  specie — to  mskc  a  cuirency  to  pay  debts  abroad.  To 
make  a  fit  currency  for  a  man  to  travel  from  one  end  of  the 
world  to  the  other  without  suffering  discount,  wearing  thoir 
porketa  out  with  specie,  or  be  troubled  with  changing  notes. 
8ir,  my  constituents  owe  no  debts  abroad  beyond  seas,  and 
few  of  them  travel  beyond  their  own  credit;  much  fewer 
beyond  the  credit  of  their  own  bank  paper.  Why,  then, 
should  they,  or  I  for  them,  take  steps  that  will  reduce  all 
their  paper  contracts  to  specie  settlements,  and  thus  sell 
themselves  out  ?  Sir,  it  was  again*!  the  wish  and  will  of 
the  people  that  banks,  such  as  we  have  them,  were  created. 
They  were  made  by  their  agents,  and  they  with  their  love 
of  peace  and  order  submitted,  and  submit  to  it. 

The  people  were  then  compelled,  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  their  contracts,  in  effect  contrary  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  that  of  every 
State,  in  paper.  Sir,  the  contracts,  whether  cash  or  cre- 
dit, are  alt  in  paper  prices.  If  you  have  your  gold,  and  I 
have  ray  paper,  and  you  bid  and  I  bid,  my  paper  fixes  the 
price,  unless  the  paper  is  above  par  with  the  gold.  All 
contracts,  executors'  bonds,  guardians'  bonds,  and  all,  are 
in  paper  valuation ;  and,  while  a  man  has  money  out  on 
loan,  and  thinks  himself  safe,  he  may  be  sold  out;  bis  bed 
may  be  sold  from  under  his  wife,  to  pay  off  son 


debt  in  gold  snd  silver,  for  a  debt  contracted  aa  security. for 
some  prudent  msn  possibly  some  twenty  years  since ;  and 
which  debt,  when  contracted,  waa  contracted  in  paper.  Or 
it  might  possibly  be,  as  security  for  some  guardian  of  an 
infant,  having  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  prudence  of  the 
guardian,  as  well  as  of  his  solvency  and  integrity,  who 
might  be  himself  a  money  lender,  and  who,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  security,  bad  received  the  aales  of  produce  on 
property,  all  at  paper  prices;  and,  however  worthless  and 
extravagant  the  ward  might  be,  the  guardian  and  security, 
both  money  lenders,  both  prudent  men,  might  be  sold  out 
to  raise  specie,  if  suddenly  called  upon,  to  make  a  better 
currency,  or,  for  other  reasons,  just  as  this  ward  came  of 
age.  A  public  creditor,  in  order  to  get  his  money  in  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  notes,  liable  neither  to  discount  nor  over- 
burden a  man,  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  dollars,  may 
and  will  find,  in  many  instances,  his  bed  sold  from  under 
him  to  pay  some  other  contract,  made  perhaps  years  ago, 
cither  his  own,  or  as  security  for  some  one,  who,  let  thing* 
go  on  gradually,  could  pay.  Many  a  man,  to  save  five  or 
ten  per  cent,  discount  on  the  transfer  of  a  note*  from  one 
distant  State  to  another,  would  have  me  vote  for  a  United 
States  bank,  when,  were  I  to  do  it,  and  mine  were  the  cast- 
ing vote,  it  would,  for  other  contracts  made  at  paper  prices 
and  resolved  into  s|iccic  settlements,  now  when  there  is  a 
great  debt  beyond  the  seas,  sell  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths 
of  his  children.  I  think  I  know  a  case  of  this  sort.  Sir, 
I  am  against  selling  the  people  out  in  this  way,  either  by  the 
help  of  a  bsnk  of  the  United  8utes,  or  without  it,  in  order 
to  make  a  better  currency  for  merchants  and  travellers,  or 
for  the  next  generation. 

Aa  to  banks,  I  novcr  would  have  originated  them,  and 
would  get  rid  of  them  all,  if  I  could  do  so  without  ruining 
the  people  or  greatly  injuring  them.  They  came  on  grad- 
ually. Let  them  go  off  gradually.  If  one  lose  five  per 
cent.,  and  another  the  like,  until  the  bank  note  is  lost,  it 
does  not  press  as  hard  as  for  one  to  lose  all  and  be  sold  oat. 
Let  them  go  off  by  depreciation  by  degrees,  as  it  came  on 
by  appreciation  by  degrees. 

Sir,  I  view  a  bank  of  the  United  8tates,  compared  to  a 
State  bank,  os  a  royal  Asiatic  tiger  to  a  cat.  The  same  m 
species,  nature,  and  manner  of  doing  mischief;  differing 
only  in  the  power.  They  have,  generally,  as  far  as  I  have 
looked  into  their  charters,  this  other  odious  exclusive  privi- 
lege. The  property  of  the  stockholders  is  exempt  from  ex- 
ecution by  a  creditor  or  a  bank,  while  a  co-partner  of  a  mer- 
cantile company,  or  an  individual,  is  lisble  in  his  property 
to  the  last  cent,  and  hia  body  liable  to  be  incarcerated,  put 
in  prison.  This,  then,  may  happen  :  a  stockholder  in  one 
of  these  banks  may  buy  your  whole  estate,  worth  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  take  possession  of  it  and  hold, 
and,  together  with  his  brethren  who  may  have  done  the 
like  with  others,  declare  the  bank  broken,  taking  care  to 
have  no  tangible  property,  and  leave  you  with  their  notes. 
You  cannot  touch  them  or  their  property.  Nay,  worse, 
the  one  that  bought  your  properly  and  holds  it  in  defiance 
of  you,  may,  with  one  of  the  notes  of  this  bank,  have 
bought  your  bond  for  a  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less,  and 
put  you  in  jail  for  it*  and,  sir,  walk  at  large  himaelf.  Sir, 
they  have,  at  this  time,  the  hitch  upon  us :  not  we  upon 
them.  Much  as  I  dislike  such  exclusive  privileges  and 
monopolies,  and  unjust  advantages,  I  am  not  willing  to 
sell  the  people's  beds  from  under  them  for  the  benefit  of 
one  of  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  rest,  or  to  spite 
them  sll  by  requiring  settlements  of  paper  contracts  now 
in  existence,  at  specie  prices,  now  when  there  is  none  in 
the  country,  or  next  to  none.  8ir,  I  understand  that,  in 
a  very  ahort  time  past,  forty  millions  have  been  laid  out 
in  land  in  the  wilderness ;  that,  clear  of  Interest  on  the 
ney,  will  not  yield  forty  cents  profit  to  the  pre* 
in  forty  years  to  come.  That  something  like 
•re  lost  od  the  lust  crop  of  cotton,  and  i 
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poruonally  in  tobacco  and  rice,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  something  like  one  hundred  millions.  This,  of  itself, 
ha*  created  a  great  debt  abroad,  and  a  consequent  demand 
for  specie  at  this  time,  and  must  put  our  hanking  institu- 
tions to  much  difficulty,  ia  rehtion  to  specie,  without  any 
thing  else.  Authorised  a*  they  are  to  issue  three  or  four, 
or  more  times  as  much  in  notes  as  they  have  specie  in  their 
vaults,  it  is  obvious,  if  they  do  any  profitable  business,  and 
are  tried  by  their  ability  to  pay  debts  on  demsud  in  specie, 
they  are  broken  from  the  first  Their  solvency,  in  that 
view,  depends  on  the  accidental  circumstances  of  their 
creditors  all  coming  at  once.  If  too  many  do  not  call  at 
an  unlucky  time  they  can  pay  in  specie ;  otherwise  not  : 
so  that  our  security  depends  wholly,  in  good  times  or  bad 
times,  upon  the  accidental  circumstance  of  all  their  credi- 
tors, or  even  of  lens  than  a  moiety  of  them,  calling  upon  the 
banks  all  at  once.  When,  theu,  there  is  such  a  demand 
for  specie  to  pay  this  great  debt  abroad,  a^d  when  there  is 
one  great  corporation  with  such  vast  resources,  still  cling- 
ing to  the  name  of  Bank  of  the  United  8tatos,  endeavor- 
ing to  convince  u*  by  all  |>i>s*i!i|u  means — I  will  Bay  all 
proper  means — that  sue  alone  can  keep  on  a  goad  curren- 
cy :  and  when  there  is  a  powerful  party  fully  persuaded, 
and  by  all  laudable  means  endeavoring  to  show  that  this 
administration  has  produced,  ami  is  producing,  confusion 
and  mischief  in  all  our  fiscal  concerns,  is  it  strange  that  so 
many  should  call  at  once  that  these  banks  cannot  pay  specie 
for  their  notes  ?  Certainly  it  is  not ;  and  the  people  do  not 
consider  it  strange.  Their  notes,  in  their  respective  dis- 
trict*, will  buy  mora  property  than  specie  would  have 
bought  last  year.  This  shoWs  the  people  are  not  surprised 
or  alarmed  at  the  fact  of  their  stopping  payment  of  specie. 
Vet,  we  are  told  by  gentlemen  that  there  is  great  distress, 
and  it  is  intimated  that  there  is  no  relief  but  by  a  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Where  is  the  distress t  What  is  it? 
These  land  speculators  and  merchants  have  bought  at  high 
prices  and  sold  at  low  prices.  They  have  often  bought  at 
low  prices  and  sold  a:  high  prices,  and  have  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  the  banks  stopped  paying  specie,  but  not  making 
money  by  shaving  the  people.  Travellers  are  pestered 
with  shin-plasters ;  yet,  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  yet  un- 
hurt, except  by  the  dread  that,  by  a  bank  of  the  United 
Slates  being  created,  or  in  some  other  way,  their  paper  con- 
tracts will  be  fotced  to  be  adjusted  in  specie,  and  thus  seU 
their  property  for  little  or  nothing,  as  was  done  in  1818, 
1819,  and  1820,  and  to  make  a  nice  currency.  Sir,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  then  made  it,  but  how  and  at 
what  expense!  It  was  my  bard  fortune  to  taste  some  of 
the  bitter  fruits  of  relief  then  offered  and  now  offered,  by 
a  bank  of  the  United  States.  Having  encouraged  specu- 
lation in  that  day,  as  banks  have  done  in  this  day,  so  much 
that  the  president  was  so  disapproved  of  that  he  was  dis- 
missed and  another  one  chosen,  that  bank  began  to  make 
a  good  currency  ;  such  an  one  as  is  now  offered  us,  having 
leas  specie  than  almost  any  other  bank  of  any  credit  in  her 
vaults ;  but,  backed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  receipts  of  the  revenue  or  the  United  States,  to  the 
amount  of  some  twenty  or  more  millions,  she  required  all 
other  banks,  but  herself,  to  pay  specie,  needing  not  to  do 
it  herself  except  nominally,  because  she  had  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  the  revenue.  Her  stock  stood  at  something 
like  a  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  •  that  of  a  bank,  having  more 
•pecie,  and  under  better  management,  sunk  to  sixty.  Then 
it  was,  sir,  that,  the  State  banks  being  called  on  to  resume 
bpL'eie  payments,  which  could  be  done  in  no  way  but  by 
drawing  in  their  own  notes  to  give  place  for  some  few  in 
proportion  of  the  United  States  Bank,  I  tasted  the  full, 
no,  sir,  not  the  full,  for  others  got  greater  benefits  and  re- 
lief than  I  did— then  it  was  that  I  myself  enjoyed  a  por- 
tion of  the  relief  now  offered  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  friends,  having  just  before  purchased  proper- 
ty, land,  at  the  previous  paper  prices.    To  make  a  good 


currency  for  travellers  and  merchants,  the  relief  I  obtained 
was  that  I  found  infinite  difficulty  of  getting  cither  specie 
or  paper  to  meet  those  engagements.  Others  of  my  friends, 
prudent  but  lees  fortunate,  bad  their  property  sold  out  en- 
tirely to  meet  engagements  which  were  as  prudent  and 
circumspect,  but  for  this  relief,  as  could  well  be.  Then  it 
was  that  a  vast  proportion  of  the  land  owners  on  the  Roan- 
oke, from  the  mountains  to  the  ocean,  were  relieved  of  the 
further  trouble  of  their  estates  which  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  them  and  their  forefathers  for  ages  before.  8oine  had 
bought  an  advancement  foT  a  child ;  some  owed  a  small 
siore  debt ;  some  one  small  matter  and  some  another,  noth- 
ing unusual ;  when  this  relief  came  and  they  enjoyed  the 
whole  benefit  of  it  by  being,  with  their  families,  turned 
adrift  upon  the  world,  to  make  a  good  currency  for  others. 
Sir,  a  traveller  is  a  good  deal  plagued  to  change  his  money, 
and  it  is  very  comfortable  to  have  money  that  is  not  heavy 
and  will  pass  any  where  if  convenient.  It  is  not  so  won- 
derful, considering  the  nature  and  frailty  of  man,  that  such 
men  should  be  willing  to  give  every  thing  up  to  the  con- 
trol of  a  bank  of  the  United  States  for  convenience.  A 
man  goes  to  a  certain  place  hereafter,  which  from  all  ac- 
counts is  not  desirable  for  convenience,  still  hecsnnotdeny 
himself  the  present  gratification  to  avoid  the  distant  but 
great  evil  before  him-  Interest  never  carried  a  man  there; 
but  what  think  you,  sir,  of  a  man  who  has  no  occasion  to 
travel,  no  debts  beyond  the  seas,  nor  out  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, no  dchts  at  all ;  suffering  all  these  privations  and  sac- 
rifices, availing  himself  of  this  kind  of  relief,  and  beggar- 
ing his  whole  family  and  hia  neighbors  ?  This  may  hap- 
pen to  a  man  out  of  debt  There  arc  few  who  have  not 
been  guardian  or  executor,  administrator  or  security,  for 
some  of  them  who  may,  though  ever  so  prudent,  be  called 
on  to  suffer  this  kind  of  relief.  I  cannot  speak  for  days, 
I  leave  statistics  to  periodicals,  and  details  to  those  who 
may  choose  to  indulge  in  them ;  but  I  submit  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  the  previous  banks  that  have  been  char- 
tered, and  especially  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  have 
hot  taken  the  people  rather  by  surprise  ?  Whether  the 
people  have  not  when  they  were  informed  that  one  was 
contemplated,  generally  refused  to  elect  men  who  went  for 
them  ?  I  will  not  assert  that  this  is  true  in  every  case,  but 
I  believe  it  to  be  true  generally. 

To  come  more  closely  to  the  amendments  now  under 
immediate  consideration.  Having  said  enough,  I  hope,  to 
satisfy  any  one  that  I  have  not  only  voted  and  spoken  hith- 
erto against  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  am  against  it, 
I  have  little  veneration  for  our  banking  institutions  of  auy 
sort  I  wilt  now  come  more  closely  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  immediately  before  us.  Sir,  I  said,  a  few 
days  ago,  that  I  preferred  to  make  sale  of  these  bonds  due 
for  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  as  a  means  of 
raising  money,  but  did  not  think  there  was  any  chance  to 
get  it  through  this  House.  I  am  for  it  still ;  I  am  for  getting 
clear  of  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury  not  necessary.  I 
want  as  much  there  as  is  necessary  and  no  more.  I  want 
the  administration  to  have  its  constitutional  patronage  and 
no  more. 

Sometimes,  it  seems,  we  have  millions  on  millions ;  then 
we  have  none ;  which  is  it  sir  1  If  these  bonds  are  of  no 
value,  let  them  go ;  do  not  tantalize  us  with  them  as  means. 
If  our  depositee  in  the  Slate  banks  are  of  no  value,  lei  us 
know  it ;  if  they  are,  let  us  use  them.  They  are  certainly 
considered  as  of  value ;  for  the  bill  to  withhold  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  put  every  State  in  the  Union,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  in  a  state  of  duress  but  a  few  days  ago.  The 
money  being,  in  any  way,  under  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  such  an  amount  is  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  The 
mere  supposition  that  it  is  there,  should  it  not  be  really 
there,  is  capable  of  producing  all  this  duress  snd  confusion. 
Let  us  in  some  way  get  clear  of  it  if  we  have  it,  and  of  the 
"we  have  it  not.  If  we  sacrifice  some 
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of  it,  it  is  the  people's  own  money,  and  they  can  better  bear 
this  sacrifice  than  the  aale  of  their  property,  or  taking  more 
money  but  of  their  pock  eta. 

I  have  laid  nothing,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  particular  mer- 
its of  the  bill,  but  only  of  some  of  the  amendments,  and 
have  availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  throw  out  some 
of  my  opinions  generally  in  regard  to  the  meana  of  relief 
from  the  present  difficulties.  I  will  go  a  very  little  further, 
and  trouble  the  House  no  longer.  In  my  opinion,  the 
whole-difficulty  arises  from  our  having,  or  having  had,  or 
having  supposed  we  had,  and  still  supposing  we  have,  too 
much  money  in  the  Treasury.  Remove  this,  and  all  is  sim- 
ple and  easy . 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  President  of  the  United 
8tates  in  believing  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  providing  a 
currency,  further  or  other  than  as  the  constitution  literal- 
ly mentions.  That  instrument  fixe*  a  standard  to  be  used 
when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to  points,  and  cannot  agree 
as  to  what  the  debt  shall  be  paid  in.  The  debtor  can 
get  clear  by  offering,  and  the  creditor  can  require,  if  he 
pleases  to  do  so,  the  specie  which  is  the  standard.  Con- 
gress cannot  add  to  nor  take  from  this  privilege,  in  regard 
to  either.  Every  law  about  money,  without  aaying  more, 
refers  to  specie  only.  Every  judgment;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  relation  a»  to 
that  point,  is  for  specie  of  course.  The  Treasurer  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  have  by  the  constitution  the  control 
of  the  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. You  may  shelter  them  by  authorising  them  to  place 
the  money  in  this  or  in  that  bank.    But  you  cannot  make 


I  heard,  sir,  a  great  man,  I  admit  him  to  be  so,  proving 
that  Homehow  the  notes  of  a  bank  which  did  not  pay  specie 
were  paper  money,  but  that  the  notes  of  a  bank  that  paid 
specie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  were  not  paper  money. 
The  notes  of  banks  last  year  were  not  paper  money !  The 
notes  of  the  same  bank  this  year  are  paper  money  !  Yet 
the  same  notes  this  year  will  buy  more  property  than  the 
specie  they  promised  to  pay,  had  it  been  got,  would  have 
bought.  Paper  money  this  year,  then,  is  better  than  specie 
last  year.  Make  a  law  directing  the  officer  to  place  hia 
money  in  ■  specie  paying  bank ;  it  is  grounded  on  distrust 
of  the  officer.  If  be  be  not  honest,  I  say  it  shelters  him ; 
for  be  may  take  witnesses,  and  demand  specie  for  perhaps 
a  note  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  get  it,  and  then 
deposite  five  hundred  thousand  under  the  law,  and  he 
and  the  bank  may  divide  it  in  specie,  and  stop  specie  pay- 
ments. 

There  is  no  getting  round  it.  Put  the  money  in  an  iron 
cheat,  and  who  is  to  keep  the  key  1  Defend  it  with  bayo- 
nets, and  who  ia  to  keep  the  bayonets  off  it!  There  is  no 
way  to  keep  such  vast  sums  aufely  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  owners. 

But  stick  to  the  simplicity  of  the  constitution.  Collect 
money  for  the  only  legitimate  object  for  which  you  have 
the  right  to  collect  it.  Let  the  law  call  for  money,  and 
nothing  more;  and  direct  money  to  be  paid,  and  noth- 
ing more— I  mean,  naming  the  amount*,  to  whom  pay- 
able, Ate. 

If  the  public  creditor  demand  specie,  by  the  constitution 
he  must  have  it.  If  he  should  not,  the  collecting  officer 
being,  as  bo  should  always  when  be  can  be,  the  disbursing 
officer,  the  thing  is  settled  naturally  and  easily  in  the  usual 
way,  in  any  money  that  is  current  at  the  time.  How  sim- 
ply and  easily  this  thing  is  exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  sher- 
iffs, constables,  and  such  like  officers  in  the  collection  of 
private  debts,  and  the  revenue  of  some  of  the  8tates.  Very 
little  money  is  lost  in  their  hands.  None  are  very  jealous 
and  station.    Ten  times  the  amount  of  the 


proper  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  thus  collected  of  pri- 
vate claims  and  demands,  with  very  little  loss  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 


All  these  judgments  and  executions,  &c,  or  scarcely 
with  any  exception,  are  for  gold  and  silver,  and  yet  they 
produce  little  or  no  difficulty  or  alarm.  And  why,  sir !  It 
is,  that  there  i»  a  creditor,  or  plaintiff,  watching  and  ready 
to  receive  his  debt  in  any  current  money,  and  specie  is  not 
either  demanded,  or  expected  to  be  demanded.  So  it  always 
has  been,  and  will  he,  with  the  Government,  when  it  had 
no  more  money  than  it  needed,  and  did  not  attempt,  by 
bank  or  otherwise,  to  regulate  the  currency.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment have  a  little  more  than  it  can  immediately  pay  out, 
and  lose  some  by  depreciation  or  otherwise,  it  will  be  but 
small  in  all  probability,  and  tbey  ought  to  lose  it,  as  others 
are  liable  to  do.  As  to  large  surpluses  either  here,  or  lodged 
about  among  the  States,  I  would  as  soon  undertake  to  ad- 
minister medicine  to  the  dead  as  to  produce  a  cure  for  the 
evil  effects  while  the  fact  remained. 

These  operations,  sir,  are  simple  and  easy  in  my  esti- 
mation ;  but  let  the  sheriffs  and  constables,  banks  and  the 
like,  undertake  to  regulate  the  currency  and  demand  spe- 
cie, and  insist  upon  it  whether  the  creditor  or  debtor  want- 
ed either  to  receive  or  to  pay  it  or  not,  you  would  have 
trouble  enough.  No  man  would  venture  to  inflict  this 
generally.  Pew  men  fail  to  adjust  these  things  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  people  if  possible.  It  is  only  in  a  round- 
about way  through  a  bank,  its  it  wag  done  in  1819-*20, 
and  about  that  time,  that  this  croelty  can  be  extensively 
inflicted. 

To  conclude,  then,  sir,  1  will  vote  for  the  sale  of  these 
bonds,  or  any  other  funds  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  of  getting  clear  of  all  surpluses,  real  or  sup- 
posed. I  want  to  aqusre  off.  The  more  we  are  entangled 
with  or  without  money,  the  more  likelihood  there  is  that 
we  may  at  last  have  to  cpen  the  doors  to  this  bank,  which, 
with  its  old  name  and  old  propensities,  is  just  at  the  thresh- 
old, waiting  for  a  chance  to  enter.  It  has  been  often  said 
that  that  bank  makes  no  application  here  at  this  time,  but 
waits  for  the  proper  time.  And  when  ia  the  proper  time  ? 
Just,  I  suppose,  when  it  has  thrown  ao  many  difficulties, 
and  obstacles,  and  arguments,  and  objections  in  the  way 
of  every  thing  we  can  propose  or  offer  that  we  axe  willing 
to  call  on  them.  Tbey  do  not  bring  in  any  bill  truly,  but 
tbey  endeavor  to  drive  out  all  bills  until  some  one  shall 
bring  that  in.  It  appears  to  me  impossible  that  a  man 
should  not  feel  himself  besieged  here  by  that  corporation 
from  year  to  year.  It  has  been  the  case  ever  since  I  came 
here.  The  stages  were  broken  down,  and  wrapping  pnper 
reduced  in  price  from  four  cent*  a  pound  to  three,  with 
melancholy  and  alarming  representations  of  evils  that  never 
have  happened.  I  have  voted  for  measures,  I  expect  again 
to  vote  for  measures  I  do  not  altogether  like,  for  fear  that, 
at  last,  that  institution  should  be  reehartered,  which  I  view 
as  injurious  to  the  whole  Union,  and  particularly  destruc- 
tive to  the  prosperity  of  the  South.  Sir,  why  is  it  that 
New  Orleans,  exporting,  as  she  does,  an  amount  of  pro- 
duce far  more  than  any  one  8tate  in  the  Union,  even  than 
New  York,  should  not  be  able  to  import  directly  any  thing 
worth  speaking  of  from  abroad  1  It  is  not  because  she 
wants  currency,  either  in  paper  or  specie ;  she  has  that 
which  is  better  than  either— cotton,  that  will  buy  any  thing 
in  any  market.  I  cannot  but  believe  tbat  it  ia  owing  to 
the  concentration  of  moneyed  capiwl  produced  in  the 
North  by  the  former  Banks  of  the  United  States,  trading 
upon  that  which  is  our  own  money,  (for  cotton,  tobacco, 
and  rice  amount  to  eighty  out  of  one  hundred  millions, 
and  in  that  proportion  of  all  the  exports  of  the  whole  Uni- 
ted States,)  the  profits  from  which  must  pay  for  all  the 
imports,  if  they  are  ever  paid  for,  into  the  United  State* 
in  that  same  proportion ;  and  these  banks  must  have  l>cen 
the  cause,  in  some  degree,  if  not  mainly,  of  that  unnatural 
and  apparently  unaccountable  fact. 

After  Mr.  Uoulaiv  had  concluded,  the  House  *d- 
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Extension  of  certain  act*  of  Congress — Florida  War. 


[H.  or  R. 


Fa  id  at,  Octobib  6. 

BILL  TO  EXTEND  THE  OPERATION  OF  CER- 
TAIN ACTS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  THOMA8  suggested  the  catling  up  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ma  to  continuing 
in  operation  certain  lawa  until  the  end  of  the  next  aeaaion 
of  Congress.  Thia  bill  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  discharge 
that  committee,  and  to  lake  up  the  bill  in  the  Houae.  The 
motion  prevailed. 

The  bill  being  before  the  Houae, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  enumerate  in 
the  act  the  title*  of  the  different  lawa  to  which  it  had  allu- 


Tbe  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engroeaed  and  read  a 
third  time  tbia  day.  At  a  subsequent  hour,  thia  bill  waa 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  aent  to  the 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  Houae  tben  proceeded  Ut  the  unfiniahed  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  which  waa  the  •onaideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wiaa  on  the  19th  of 
September : 

"Rcsulccd,  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed  by 
ballot  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  cauaea  of  the  dalaya  slid  failures,  and  the  expenditures 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  ita  conduct,  and  the  facta  of  its  biatory  gen- 
erally ;  that  the  aaid  committee  hare  power  to  aend  for 
persona  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the 
Tecear,  and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  aeaaion  of  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
by  atxiking  out  all  after  the  word 


••Thai  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  Floiida  war,  and  the  cause*  of  the  extra- 
ordinary delaya  and  failures,  and  the  expenditurea  which 
nave  attended  the  proeecution  of  the  same,  and  all  the  facts 
connected  with  ita  hietory  generally  ;  and  that  aaid  com- 
mittee have  power  to  scud  for  persons  and  papers." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howard  to  strike  out  the  words  "  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,"  and  insert  "  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs  be  instructed." 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  ol  New  York,  who  waa  occupying  the 
thia  subject  waa  hut  up,  and  interrupted  by 
the  orders  of  the  day,  resumed  his  remarks,  and  aaid 
that,  when  thia  matter  was  last  under  consideration,  be 
had  commenced  some  observations  in  vindication  of  bis 
predecessor,  [Abijah  Mann,  jr.,]  from  the  censures  cast 
upon  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  bad  char- 
acterized the  attack  made  upon  his  predecessor,  six  months 
after  occurrences  had  transpired,  and  when  tbo  circum- 
stances of  the  parliea  had  entirely  changed,  aa  extraordi- 
nary, and,  in  his  view,  entirely  unjustifiable ;  and  I  to  waa 
about  proceeding,  when  interrupted,  to  show  that  no  cen- 
sure could  be  imputed  to  bis  predecessor,  even  from  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  himself.  He 
waa  well  aware  that  ho  might  leave  the  character  of  his 
predecessor  to  its  own  vindication  wherever  it  waa  known; 
and  if  he  bad  not  some  observations  which  he  wished  to 
submit  on  another  branch  of  the  subject,  and  more  directly 
pertaining  to  ita  merits,  he  should  have  contented  himself 
to  lot  this  matter  rest  where  it  was,  after  ao  long  a  lapae  of 
time;  bat  he  would  show,  in  a  few  words,  that  no  cen- 
sure was  imputable  to  the  majority  of  that  committee,  or 


the  individuals  who  had  been  designated, 
from  Virginia  had  prefaced  hia 


The  gentleman 
by. 


made  with  all  the  emphasis  of  manner  which  peculiarly 
distinguish  hia  remarks,  by  announcing  to  the  Houae  that 
he  waa  about  to  make  a  statement  never  before  communi- 
cated to  this  Houae  or  to  the  country,  and  the  substance 
of  that  communication  was,  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
ports of  the  majority  and  minority  of  that  committee  had 
been  made  up.  And  how  was  it  1  Why,  air,  stripped  of 
ita  coloring,  and  stated  in  brief  space,  it  was,  in  sum  and 
substance,  that  the  members  of  the^majority  had  furnished 

the  committee — with  their  separate  views,  to  be  embodied 
into  a  report,  and  Mr.  Mann  had,  in  addition,  furnished 
hia  notea  of  the  proceedings  and  evidence  Ixjfore  the  com- 
m>ttee  ;  and  thia  chairmen  of  the  majority,  instead  of  per- 
forming the  labor  of  embodying  these  views  in  the  form  of 
a  report,  had  entruated  them  to  their  clerk,  to  be  arranged 
and  reduced  to  form.  Now  tbia  was  the  whole  substance 
of  the  charge  announced  to  the  House  with  ao  much  so- 
lemnity,  and  upon  which  the  anawer  imputed  by  the  gen- 
tleman was  grounded.  Waa  there  any  thing  censurable 
or  extraordinary  in  thia  I  Was  there  any  thing  which 
should  call  down  the  indignation  of  thia  Houae,  or  of  the 
community,  aa  might  be  inferred  from  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  1 

The  offence  particularly  imputed  to  his  predecessor  was, 
that  he  had  actually  furnished  the  notea  be  had  taken  of 
the  proceedings,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  assist 
in  making  out  the  report  of  the  committee. 

[Mr.  Wisi  interrupted  Mr.  L.,  and  aaid  that  was  not 
the  pith  ol  the  charge  against  the  gentleman's  predecessor. 
The  charge  waa  that  he  denied  that  he  knew  the  con- 
tents of  the  report  until  it  was  read  in  the  committee;  and 
Mr.  Pearce  himself  had  aaid  it  waa  Mr.  Manu  who  fur- 
nished the  offensive  matter  for  the  report.  The  charge 
against  the  gentleman's  predecessor  was  that  he  was  guilty 
of  falsehood.] 

Mr.  L.  resumed,  and  said  from  the  estimation  in  which 
the  character  of  Mr.  Pearce  appeared  to  be  held  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  exhibited  in  his  former  re- 
marks, be  should  hardly  suppose  that  be. (Mr.  W.)  would 
introduce  bim  (Mr.  Pearce)  as  a  witness  against  any  one. 

[Mr.  Wise.  Well,  I  do  confess  I  would  not  place 
much  reliance  on  Dntee  J.  Pearce.] 

Mr.  L.  resumed.  He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  either  formerly  or  now,  to  aay  that  Mr. 
Pearce  told  bim  that  Mr.  Manu  knew  the  contents  of  the 
majority  report ;  but  be  understood  it  tbat  the  gentleman 
inferred  that  fact  from  the  circumstance  tbat  Mr.  Pearce 
told  bim  that  Mr.  Mann  furnished  the  notea  from  which 
the  offensive  matter  was  token.  If  he  was  mistaken  in 
this,  be  desired  to  be  corrected  and  set  right.  The  testi- 
mony did  justify  the  inference,  and  be  could  aee  no  im- 
propriety whatever  in  that  circumstance  ;  he  considered  it 
the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  committee  to  give  bis 
views  to  the  member  who  drew  up  the  report,  and  to  fur- 
nish bis  notes  oi  the  proceedings  also,  if  use  could  be  made 
of  them.  It  bad  appeared  thai  the  majority  bad  not  sign- 
ed the  report  as  drawn,  but  had  amended  it  by  striking 
out  parts  of  it,  to  make  it  meet  the  concurring  views 
of  the  six  individuals  who  composed  that  majority.  Thia 
wss  to  have  been  expected,  and  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority shared  no  better  fate.  Tbat  was  drawn  by-  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  himself,  and  bia  colleagues  had 
declined  signing  il,  as  he  understood  the  gentleman  to 
siy ;  and,  finally,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  alone,  be- 
ing the  minority  of  the  minority,  and  one  out  of  the  nine, 
had  drawn  up  and  signed  his  report  alone.  This  report, 
the  gentleman  had  informed  the  House,  he  wrote  with  his 
own  hand,  croaaed  the  /'*  and  dotted  the  i  t  himself,  and 
he  (Mr.  L.)  presumed  that  he  agreed  to  it  unanimously. 
I  have  done  with  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  bar* 

to  say  upon  it. 
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With  respect  to  the  resolution  and  the  smrndment  be- 
fore the  House,  there  was  one  part  of  it  which  Mr.  L. 
considered  objectionable  It  was  that  part  which  gave  to 
the  proposed  committee  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  This  wss  a  high  power  which  this  House  pos- 
sessed, and  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  never  to  be 
entrusted  to  a  committee,  except  in  cases  of  dear  necessi- 
ty. No  such  necessity  wss  shown  in  this  ease  It  wan 
a  power  very  liable  to  abuse ;  and  though  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  a  committee  of  the  House  would  sanction 
any  abuse,  yet  he  thought  that  prudence  dictated  to  ibe 
House  to  reserve  to  itself  these  extraordinary  powers,  un- 
less ii  case  of  necessity  was  presented.  It  would  be  time 
enough  to  grant  such  a  power  when  a  committee  should 
inform  the  House  that  they  had  sought  information  of 
some  person  who  had  refused  to  disclose  it.  Dors  any 
one  doubt  but  thai  the  Secretary  of  War  would  disclose 
any  fact  or  circumstance  within  his  knowledge,  that  a 
committee  might  require,  without  being  called  np  sa  a 
witnesH  and  sworn  1  Or  would  sny  officer  in  the  service 
refuse  to  answer  any  communication  from  a  committee  1 
The  resolution  before  the  House  embraced  a  wide  range. 
It  woutd  be  almost  matter  of  necessity  under  it  to  seek 
information  from  the  officers  now  engaged  in  carrying  on 
thai  war.  The  Commanding  general  ami  all  hU  ortirers 
would,  l>y  this  resolution,  be  subject  to  be  called  here 
to  testify  fx  fore  this  committee. 

This  w«r  had  already  undergone  several  partial  investi- 
gations before  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry.  A 
great  amount  of  evidence  had  l*en  taken  relating  to  it, 
and  large  sums  expended— thousands  upon  thousands — in 
eliciting  facts.  There  was  now  no  charge  of  any  conceal- 
ment by  any  person;  and  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  averse  to  in- 
stituting a  tribunal  to  try  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
several  officers  who  liad  been  engaged  in  that  service. 
The  difficulties  attending  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and 
which  had  produced  so  much  delay  and  expenditure,  had 
been  explained  by  several  gentlemen  in  this  very  debate. 
We  had  been  told  of  the  great  extent  of  wilder  ne.**,  of  the 
swamps  and  everglades,  impenetrable  to  the  whites,  in 
which  the  savage*  concealed  themselves.  We  bad  been 
told  of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  the  necessaries  of  war, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  sickly  and  unwholesome  climate. 

These  were,  doubtless,  the  true  causes ;  but  he  (Mr. 
L. )  was  not  averse  to  an  investigation,  but  he  preferred  it 
should  be  in  the  ordinary  mode,  and  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, as  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  te  strike  oat  that  part  of 
the  resolution  which  gives  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  amendment  would  not  now  be  in 
order  until  the  amendment  pending  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  then  modified  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting the  following:  ''except  such  as  may  be  engaged  at 
the  time  in  the  service." 

Mr.  WISE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that,  as  the 
House  was  to  adjourn  on  Monday  week,  the  commit- 
tee should  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  not 
have  the  investigation  confined  to  ten  dsy*. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  replied  that  it  would  be  continued  at 
the  regular  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  that,  as  tho  session  was  now  to  close 
in  about  eight  days,  that  gentleman  would  also  consent  to 
incorporate  in  bis  amendment  the  power  to  ait  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into  the  exposure  of  the 
indisposition  of  the  majority  in  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  investigation.  He  saw  very  plainly  that  the 
same  stste  of  things  existed  now  as  ever  before.  The 
leopard  would  as  soon  change  his  spots  (said  Mr.  W. )  as 
this  House  will  chsnge  its  determination  to  do  nothing  to- 
i  exposing  the  corruption  of  this 


As  to  the  old  matter,  with  regard  to  the  committee  of 
investigation,  so  often  alluded  to,  Mr.  Wisx  said  he  should 
not  touch  upon  it  again ;  but  he  would  remark  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Looms]  had  given  abun- 
dant evidence  of  his  fitness  to  succeed  Abijab  Mann.  To 
show,  by  a  single  fact,  indisputably  proved,  that  frauds 
and  corruption  have  attended  this  Florida  war,  Mr.  Wise 
produced  and  read  the  following  papers : 

«*  8TXUBr.avir.LK,  Ohio,  October  1,  1837. 

"  Drab  8ih  :  The  enclosed  letters  will  sufficiently  ex- 
plain their  object,  without  the  addition  of  many  remarks  of 
my  own. 

"  On  my  arrival  at  Wheeling,  a  few  days  ago,  on  duty, 
I  was  informed  of  a  gross  instance  of  peculation,  said  to 
have  been  committed  in  Florida  by  an  agent  in  the  employ 
of  the  Uniled  Bute*,  and  I  immediately 
to  the  gentleman  who  was  said  to  have  ' 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  A.  You 
will  perceive  that  (having  implicit  confidence  in  the  integ- 
rity of  the  officers  of  the  army)  1  expressed  the  opinion  in 
advance  that  the  fraud  was  *  committed  by  a  citizen,'  and 
not  by  «  an  officer  df  the  army.'  It  is  with  honest  pride  I 
meution  the  fact  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  cooj 
as  there  is  no  individual  in  the  army  of  the  ' 
ner.  I  wilt  now  venture  the  further  prediction  that,  when  - 
ever  yon  ferret  out  the  rats,  you  will  find  them  to  belong 
to  the  « sovereign  people,'  and  not  to  our  much  abused  little 
army.  & 

"  Tho  individual  (8kinner)  a^ove  alluded  to,  I  under- 
stand, was,  at  the  time,  a  citizen  of  Irwinton,  Alabama. 

"In  one  particular,  however,  my  information  was  in- 
correct, as  it  was  stated  to  have  occurred  in  Florida,  and 
you  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Smith's  answer  (marked  B)  that 
it  took  place  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama.  I  do  not  start 
this  new  game  with  any  expectation  or  wish  of  diverting 
you  from  the  chase  in  Florida,  but  simply  to  show  you  that 
the  late  Cccck  war  is  equally  worthy  of  notice. 

"  We,  my  dear  sir,  are  no  politicians.  We  obey  the 
order*  of  our  superior,  and  endeavor  to  do  our  duty,  leav- 
ing the  strife  of  party  to  those  whose  constitutional  right 
it  is  to  select  our  rulers.  The  6nly  boon  we  ask  is  to  have 
rigid  justice  meted  out  to  us.  If  the  army  has  not  met 
the  expectations  of  the  country,  and  has  fs  led  in  the  Flor- 
ida war,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  fifteen  thousand 
'  citizen  soldiers'  have  failed  also.  If  *  three  major  generals 
of  the  army'  have  been  unsuccessful,  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  Governor  of  Florida,  having  the  public 
Treasury  at  his  command,  and  a  whole  summer  to  make 
his  preparations,  was,  likewise,  unsuccessful.  If  the  'Amer- 
ican arms  have  been  disgraced,'  as  has  been  so  often  as- 
serted on  the  floor  of  Congress  and  in  the  public  papers,  I 
thank  my  God  th  it  I  did  not  (although  I  served  in  three 
campaigns)  witness  the  humilisling  spectacle.  With  but 
one  exception,  wherever  the  Indian*  were  seen,  they  were 
charged  and  driven  until  they  were  lost  in  swamps  and 
hammocks.  If  we  could  not  pursue  them  further  and  catch 
them,  it  was  because  the  God  of  our  nstures  did  not  endow 
us  with  the  fleetness  of  the  savage,  and  the  scenting  facul- 
ties of  the  bloodhound.  If  the  army  is  inefficient,  there 
must  be  some  reason  for  it,  as  every  effect  has  a  ca 
Out  on  thi<  bead  I  have  not  time  to  dwell,  although  i 
reflections  are  presented  to  my  mind.  One  remark,  how  • 
ever,  I  will  make,  and  I  do  it  with  the  freedom  of  an  old 
acquaintance.  If  the  country  is  dissatisfied  with  the  army, 
in  God's  nsme  let  it  be  disbanded  ;  for  I  would  rather  t>« 
an  humble  practitioner  of  the  humblest  bamlei  than  see  the 
army  insulted  by  the  taunt*  and  stale  gibes  of  evi 
pnper  witling. 

«'  In  conclusion,  I  must  distinctly  disavow  any  t 
political  motive  in  forwarding  you  this  communication. 
My  sole  aim  is  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  army,  and 
-to  add  my  humble  mite  towards  an  investigation  v  hich,  I 
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will  place  It  once  more  'rectus 
in  curio.'  If  such  be  the  aim  of  your  resolution,  (and 
that  it  is  I  shall  be  the  last  to  doubt, )  I  say  *  God  speed  you.' 
No  man  can  be  more  anxious  to  see  the  abuses  in  the  army 
ferreted  out  and  the  correction  applied  than  myself.  Far- 
ther, you  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  use  of  these  pa- 
pers you  may  think  proper.  I  am,  &e." 

[Signed  by  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Army.] 

[A.] 

«•  Wrikths,  (V*.,)  Sept.  88,  1037. 
M  Si* :  I  have  learned,  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that 
you  witnessed,  on  a  recent  occasion,  in  Florida,  on  in- 
stance of  peculation  on  the  part  of  a  public  agent,  who 
had  public  funds  in  hid  possession,  dec. 


-  *  *  —-7  -  — "  1  ~—  —  ~~!  — 

therefore  respectfully  reqwrst  that  yoi 
■  full  statement  (accompanied  by  a 


"  The  fraud,  if  perpetrated  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
Suites  army,  would  form  the  basis  ol  charges,  which,  if 
proven,  would  cause  his  name  to  be  instantly  stricken 
from  the  nrmv  roU,  and  consigned  to  merited  infamy. 

"If,  however,  it  should  turn  out  that  it  was  corn  mil  ted  by 
•  citizen  instead  of  an  officer  of  the  army,  as  I  am  induced 
to  believe  was  the  case,  it  is  doe  to  justice  and  to  the  army 
that  the  truth  should  be  known;  so  that  no  part  of  the 
•tain  should  attach  to  men  who  value  their  honor  and  rep- 
utation shove  all  price;  which  they  will  neither  compromit 
thrnmclvea,  nor  suffer  any  human  being  to  triBe  with. 
At  any  rate,  let  the  truth  be  told,  Mast  whom  it  may.  I 

vou  will  furnish  me  with 
osition)  of  all  the 
i  of  the  transaction,  the  names  of  the  parties,  dec., 
the  time  and  place  where  it  occurred,  and  any  other  mat- 
ter you  may  deem  necessary  for  ferreting;  out  the  perpetra- 
tors, dec.,  to  be  used  by  me  as  I  think  may  best  subserve 
the  ends  of  justice. 

*"  Very  respectfully,  dec,  your  obedient  servant. 

[Signed  as  above.] 
«•  Mr.  A.  V.  Smith,  Triadelpkia,  Ohio  county,  Va." 

CB.] 

"  WuEKLiHe,  Sept.  80,  1887. 
*  Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  38th  instant  came  to  hand  this 
morning.  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  to  state,  that 
the  transactions  to  which  you  allude  occurred  at  Fort 
Mitchell,  Alabama,  and  not  in  Florida,  as  you  were  in- 
formed.   The  particulars  were  substantially  the  follow- 

"  I  arrived  at  Fort  M  itchell  on  the  steamer  Anna  Calhoun, 
from  Appalachicola,  the  bout  having  on  board  freight  for 
the  United  States  army;  ihu  freight  on  which  amounted 
one  hundred  dollars.  When  the  amount  of  the 
ado  known  to  Skinner,  who  was  acting  as 
for  the  United  States,  he  (Skinner)  told 
1*7.  W.  Crenshaw,  clerk  of  said  boat,  to  make  the  bill 
•mount  to  five  hundred  dollars;  upon  which  Crenshaw  re- 
plied, that  if  he  (Skinner)  would  give  him  one  hundred 
dollars  he  would  do  so;  to  which  8kinner  immediately 
•greed,  and  Crenshaw  made  the  bill  amount  to  $800  ;  for 
which  Skinner  gave  him  one  hundred  dollars,  and  Cren- 
shaw receipted  the  hill  for  $800.  This  transaction  occur- 
red about  the  1st  of  February,  1888,  at  Fort  Mitchell, 
Alabama.— [See  note.] 

*<  This  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  transaction,  ao  far  aa 
observed  by  me,  and  as  stated  to  me, 
hv  Crenshaw. 

"I  am,  dear  air,  you 

A.  Y.  SMITH." 

"Ohio  cocxtt,  Va.,  to  wit.: 

*•  Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  A.  Y.  Smith,  and  accordingly 
took  oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  ia  correct  and  true 
to  the  best  of  my  [his]  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  P.  WOODS." 


[Nora,  (by  the  writer  of  the  two  above  letters. ) — I  ap- 
prehend that  Mr.  Smith  has  inadvertently  made  a  mistake 
in  the  year,  as  it  was  probably  1887  instead  of  1836.] 

Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  the  proposition  to  strike  from 
his  resolution  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  that,  without  this  power,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  bring  to  light  the  frauds  and  corruptions 
of  this  Government.  Even  with  such  a  power,  it  would 
he  almost  impossible.  He  alluded  to  what  he  had  himself 
teen  m  investigating  committee  rooms,  and  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  witnesses  in  this  city  who  could  have  been  ad- 
duced in  proof  of  the  misconduct  of  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  it  not  been  actually  dangerous  to  them  to  sum- 
mon them.  Their  bread  depended  on  their  silence.  In- 
dividuals who,  he  well  knew,  could  have  testified  in  these 
matters,  had  come  to  bim,  at  his  lodging*,  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  and  begged  him  not  to  summon  them.  The 
proscription  practised  in  the  Government,  as  now  adminia- 
lered,  hermetically  sealed  the  mouths  of  witnesses.  And 
yet  it  is  now  said  that  it  is  dangerous  to  give  a  committee 
of  this  House  power  to  aend  for  persons  and  papers !  Oh! 
most  kind,  indulgent,  he  would  not  say  servile,  representa- 
tives of  the  people ! 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  would  not  have  troubled 
the  House  with  any  further  observations  upon  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  submitted,  if  it  had  not  been  that  he 
wished  distinctly  to  say  to  the  House  and  the  nation  that 
it  was  not  his  wish  to  smother  investigation  into  either  the 
causes  or  conduct  of  the  Florida  war.  On  the  contra- 
ry, he  thought  that  the  members  of  any  committee  to  whir h 
the  inquiry  might  be  sent  would  not  do  their  duty  to  the 
House,  the  country,  or  themsetves,  unless  they  gave  the 
freest  scope  to  the  examination,  regardless  of  the  persons 
upon  whom  the  censure  might  fall,  if  any  censure  was  due, 
and  influenced  solely  by  a  spirit  of  strict  justice  and  im- 
partiality to  all.  Having  said  this,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, and  did  expect,  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wiaa,]  that,  upon  whomsoever  else  be  might  cast. the 
imputation  of  desiring  to  stifle  inquiry,  he  would  exempt 
him  (Mr.  H.)  from  being  included  in  it. 

When  the  resolution  was  under  consideration  some  two 
weeks  ago,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bill]  had 
made  some  statements  which  appeared  to  lie  strong  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  sending  the  subject  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Perhsps  the  House  hsd  forgotten  the  debate  which 
then  took  place,  although  they  seldom  forgot  sny  thing 
which  that  gentlemen  ssid.  The  disappearance  of  resolu-* 
tions  from  before  the  eye  of  the  House,  and  sudden  reap- 
pearance at  a  distant  day,  was  a  great  practical  inconve- 
nience. According  to  his  classic  reminiscences,  there  was 
somewhere  in  Greece  a  river  which  plunged  under  ground 
and  started  up,  to  the  surprise  of  those  to  whom  it  unex- 
pectedly showed  its  current,  far  away  from  the  place  of  its 
submersion.  It  wss  just  so  with  some  of  our  resolutions. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenne^ce  bad  said  that  we 
bad  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  but  that  it  waa  not  filled  up. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  the  fact  which  be  stated  wss  this: 
that  when  a  lieutenant  of  a  company  fell  in  action,  the 
command  devolved  upon  a  sergeant,  and  that  there  appear- 
ed lo  be  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  officers  on  duty 
there. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  hod  so  understood  the  gen- 
tlemen, and  would  use  that  fact  to  show  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  subject  to  the  Military  Committee,  because 
that  committee  could,  and  doubtless  would,  urge  upon  the 
House  a  bill  which  had  been  reported  every  year  since  ho 
had  been  in  Congress,  and  the  necessity  for  which  w  as 
folly  shown  by  the  Florida  war.  He  alluded  to  a  bill  es- 
tablishing a  corps  of  engineers,  detached  altogether  from 
duty  In  the  line.  Every  body  knew  that  a  general  order 
had  been  issued  last  winter,  recalling  officers  of  the  army 
duty,  and  directing  them  to  repair  to  their 
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respective  regiment*.  The  services  of  those  officer*,  acting 
as  engineers,  were  very  useful  to  the  country,  end  the 
pressing  demands  for  them  from  all  quarters  had  caused 
their  absence,  on  furlough,  from  their  posts  in  line.  The 
experience  of  the  Florida  war  showed  the  absolute  necessity 
of  separating  the  two  arms  of  service.  Such  a  measure 
would,  of  itself,  be  of  great  service  to  the  organization  of 
the  army.  But  there  wero  probably  other  improvement* 
which  might  be  proposed,  after  a  minute  examination  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  war  had  been  carried  on.  He 
desired  to  attain  some  practical  good,  instead  of  having 
merely  a  barren  inquiry,  and,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of 
referring  the  matter  to  a  committee  which  could  report 
bills  in  the  discharge  of  its  regular  duty,  instead  of  stop- 
ping with  a  resolution  either  censuring  or  not  censuring 
some  officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  GLA8C0CK  regretted  that  it  became  his  duty 
again  to  address  the  House  on  this  subject ;  but,  as  he  had 
thought  proper  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  original  res- 
olution, and  in  consequence  of  remarks  made  to  day,  be 
felt  it  his  duly  to  do  so.  It  seemed  now,  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiaa,]  that  he  evin- 
ces a  great  indifference  from  that  heretofore  evinced  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  him ;  and  he  seems  to  think,  that  there  is  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Hou*e  to  go 
into  the  investigation  proponed.  8ir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  that 
gentleman  must  see  entirely  different  from  himself,  if  he 
has  recently  discovered  any  thing  like  a  disposition  to  evade 
this  question.  He  had  expressed  himself  on  a  former  oc- 
casion in  favor  of  this  inquiry,  and  he  was  still  desirous 
that  it  should  be  had.  He  fell  it  to  be  due  to  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  army  who  have  bein  engaged  in  that  unfortu- 
nate war — he  felt  it  due  to  the  Government,  and  he  felt  it 
due  to  the  people  of  the  country — and,  whatever  disposition 
the  gentleman  now  feels  disposed  to  make  of  this  question, 
he  hoped  the  majority  of  the  House  would  maintain  its 
original  intention  to  carry  out  the  investigation.  Hie  object 
in  not  wishing  the  committee  to  sit  during  tho  recess,  was 
to  save  as  much  as  possible  the  country  from  the  expenses 
already  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  particular- 
ly when  all  the  ends  of  all  parties  asking  this  investigation 
could  be  attained  without  it.  It  has  been  truly  and  justly 
remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  How- 
a»p,1  that  there  are  weighty  and  important  documents, 
which  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
«  committee,  which  may  be  appointed  at  this  time,  during 
the  recess,  which  will  give  them  the  opportunity  of  form- 
ing correct  opinions  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  enable 
them  to  proceed  promptly  to  tho  execution  of  their  duly  at 
tho  next  session  of  Congress.  But  what  astonUhed  him 
most  was,  to  find  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise] 
reading  letters  and  documents  to  the  House  for  the  purpose 
of  forestalling  public  opinion  in  relation  to  this  inquiry. 
Mr.  G.  confessed  that  this  was  pursuing  a  course  which  be 
had  been  taught  from  the  commencement  of  his  political 
life,  in  all  transactions,  studiously  to  avoid.  He  had  been 
taught  that,  whenever  an  investigation  waa  to  be  bad 
where  it  was  expected  that  all  the  testimony  would  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  every  point,  it  was  improper  to  fore- 
stall public  opinion,  and  produce  a  prejudice  in  the  public 
mind,  by  introducing  evidence  in  advance,  and  sending  it 
forth  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WI8E  said  this  was  very  different  ground  from  that 
taken  by  the  gentleman's  party  lost  session,  when  it  was 
insisted  on  that  specific  charges  should  be  made  against 
the  Executive  Depart  menu  before  a  committee  should  be 
asked  for  to  investigate  them. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  this  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged  had  been  referred  to.  As 
for  himself,  he  was  only  responsible  for  his  own  acta;  and 
the  gentleman  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  was 


among  the  first  to  advocate  the  investigation  then  asked  for. 
He  stood  almost  alone  in  the  first  instance  in  favor  of  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  WISE  would  do  the  gentleman  the  justice  to  say 
that  be  did ;  but  at  that  time  he  was  not  exactly 


as  one  of  the  party. 

Mr  GLASCOCK  replied  that,  whether  he  was  consid- 
ered as  one  of  the  party  or  not,  no  man  in  bis  section  of 
country  ever  doubted  where  he  stood  in  relation  to  the 

Srominent  measures  of  General  Jackaon'a  administration. 
To  man«ever  doubted  thai;  even  his  political  < 
er  doubted  it ;  or,  if  they  did,  no  act  of  his  life 
it,  and  it  was  entirely  gratuitous  on  their  part.  But  to 
proceed  to  the  question  before  the  House:  he  confewed,  so 
far  as  tho  resolution  waa  concerned,  the  true  and  proper 
course,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  to  adopt  the  amendment 
he  hod  submitted.  He  differed  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  committee  should 
be  appointed,  and  as  to  what  committee  the  matter  should 
be  referred  to.  In  his  opinion,  the  true  course  of  policy 
wac,  that  a  select  committee,  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair ;  and  he  again  repeated  that,  if  the  eorjuuitiee  was  to 
effect  any  practical  good,  it  should  be  so  constituted  a?  to 
have  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  opposed  the  appointment  of 
political  partisans  on  the  committee,  and  had  intimated 
that  he  (Mr.  G-)  had  used  some  expressions  of  a  similar 
nature.  This,  however,  was  not  the  proper  inference  to 
draw  from  his  remarks.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  hav- 
ing political  partisans  on  the  committee  as  the  gentleman 
himself,  but  he  desired  to  have  it  so  constituted  aa  I 
brace  men  of  some  weight  of  character,  and  to  be  < 
of  men  who  would  do  justice  to  all  the  interests  concerned. 
He  wished  to  see  the  rights  of  sll  the  officers  who  were  en- 
gaged in  that  service  protected,  and  the  investigation  to  be 
conducted  in  such  manner  aa  to  be  of  some  practical  bene- 
fit ;  and  with  this  view  be  bad  submitted  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration. 

8ir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  the  situation  in  which  I  stand  to  the 
ex-President  of  lbs  United  State*,  will  not  permit  me  to 
pass  over  in  silence  the  bitter  denunciations  which  have 
been  uttered  against  him  on  this  floor  by  gentleman  of  the 
opposition.  My  attachment  for  him  was  formed  at  an  early 
period  of  my  life,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  the 
most  trying  scenes,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that 
there  are  but  few  acta  of  his  whole  life,  either  civil  or  mil- 
itary, which  has  not  served  to  increase  rather  than  to  di- 
minish that  attachment.  But  to  what  source  shall  I  trace 
this  violent  opposition  to  him  ;  the  bitter  invectives  »  hich 
have  been  heaped  upon  him,  emanating  from  the  most  bit- 
ter feelings  1  Sir,  to  bis  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  to  the  veto  which  he  stamped  upon  the  bill  rc- 
cbartering  that  institution  in  1882 ;  because  be  hsd  the 
moral  courage  to  effect  that  which  his  friends  in  this  House 
failed  to  effect;  because  he  threw  himself  in  the  breach,  and 
armed  with  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  constitution,  grappled  with  the  monster,  and 
triumphantly  overthrew  it,  Thia,  sir,  "ia  the  head  and 
front  of  all  his  offending/'  and  to  this  cause  alone  may  be 
traced  the  vindictive  feeling  of  his  adversaries.  But,  air, 
we  hail  that  act  aa  the  greatest  in  his  political  career;  one 
that  has  covered  him  with  glory,  and  one  that  will  serve  to 
perpetuate  his  name  and  bis  memory,  even  if  unconnected 
with  any  other  act  of  his  life.  Sir,  the  character  of  An- 
drew Jackson  is  the  property  of  his  country  ;  his  services 
are  too  well  known  to  that  country  not  to  be  appreciated  ; 
they  have  secured  to  him  the  affections  of  the  people,  which 
the  combinations  of  his  enemies  can  never  deprive  him  of. 

Permit  me  (said  Mr.  G.)  here  to  state,  that  he  was  in 
hopes  he  would  not  have  found  it  necessary  to  vindicate 
the  character  of  one  needing  no  vindication ;  but  my  leel- 
1  ing»,  under  the  circumstances,  could  not  and  cannot  bo 
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controlled.  I  listened  with  pain  iiud  regret  to  tho  uncalled 
for  end  unqualified  uhusc.  of  him.  "1  heard  much  declam- 
ation without  argument,"  and  the  foulest  charges  without 
proof,  and  especially  liy  one  from  whom  it  was  but  little  ex- 
pected. 1  mean  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Ctrsmxe,]  who  spoke  in  relation  to  the  Florida  war,  and 
who  pronounced  that  war  as  one  of  the  damning  sins  of  the 
Government,  and  a  foul  blot  on  the  Ainetican  character ; 
this,  too,  before  an  investigation  was  had,  thereby  prejudg- 
ing the  case,  and  charging  it  home  upon  General  Jackson. 
Better  things  were  expected  from  that  quarter.  For  my 
part,  I  have  always  listened  to  him  with  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure. His  arguments  have  generally  been  respectful  and 
able,  and  free  from  personal  abuse;  but,  in  the  present 
case,  he  has  wandered  from  bis  usual  course,  and  I  envy 
him  not  the  position  be  occupied  on  that  occasion.  Many 
others  have  bean  lavish  of  their  abuse  of  the  ex-President 
and  of  his  measures;  bat  I  shall  not  stop  specially  to  reply 
to  them.  I  feel  no  disposition  to  do  so,  as  it  will  be  an 
unnecessary  consumption  of  the  time  of  this  House,  but 
must  invoke  the  pardon  of  the  House  for  making  a  general 
fire  at  the  whole  flock,  and  tell  them  that  the  numerous 
aquibs  they  have  fired  will  have  about  as  much  eflect  upon 
Uie  character  of  Andrew  Jackson  before  the  people  of  this 
nation,  as  the  firing  of  pop-guns  would  have  upon  the  rig- 
gine;  of  the  splendid  Pennsylvania. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  that  venerable  patriot  never  expected, 
and  never  asked,  forgiveness  at  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 
He  knew  be  had  incurred  their  eternal  displeasure.  He 
never  expected  quarters  from  those  whose  pride  and  pleas- 
ure had  been  to  embitter  his  declining  years,  whose  objects 
were  to  thwart  the  view*  of  his  administration  in  every 
prominent  measure,  to  triumph  in  the  misfortunes  of  their 
Government,  to  rejoice  in  the  distresses  of  the  people,  and 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  relief  of  those  du*rc**m, 
with  a  view  to  the  overthrow  of  the  administration,  and  to 
ride  themselves  into  power  in  the  midst  of  those  distresses. 
In  conclusion,  sir,  and  as  tho  time  advances  when  it  is  ex- 
pected he  will  make  his  final  ciit  "to  that  bourn  from 
whence  no  traveller  returns,"  and  as  the  time  approaches 
when  we  may  expect  to  hear  "  that  he  has  slept  the  sleep 
of  death,"  and  closed  his  earthly  career,  I  wish  to  bo  per- 
mitted to  say  to  those  influenced  by  such  feelings,  and  con- 
trolled by  such  motives,  looking  as  ha  does  to  bis  coon- 
try's  good,  he  has  never  been  inclined  to  hold  communion 
with,  or  extend  to  them  the  band  of  fellowship. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEMG  here  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
postpone  that  call  for  the  present,  at  the  same  time  intima- 
ting his  wish  to  speak  on  the  resolution  before  the  House. 
[Cries  of  "Go  on  !  go  on !"  from  all  quarters.] 

Mr.  CAMBRET.ENG  refused  to  withdraw  the  call  for 
the  orders  of  the  day,  as  the  morning  hour  had  more  than 
elapsed. 

The  call  for  the  orders  was  not  sustained,  (the  vole 
being  92  to  84,)  and 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed  the  floor  and  said :  I  tender  to 
the  House  my  thanks  for  their  indulgence  in  permitting 
mc  to  address  tbem,  and  I  promise  not  to  abuse  their  kind- 
ness by  trcttpossing  long  upon  their  time. 

Mr.  Speaker,  referring  to  the  elegant  classical  allusion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Howabu,]  who 
proposes  to  refer  this  investigation  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, I  hail  with  joy  this  reappearance  of  tho  sweet 
fountain  Arrthuta.    But  I  must  say,  with  the  Roman  poet, 

"  8>e  ittii,  cum  ductus,  suUerlauFmSlcanos 
"  Doris  atiiaia  main,  non  inlenuinceal  undsni." 

Let  not  the  bitter  waters  of  the  Doiis  be  mingled  with  the 
mtllitluouj*  stream  of  Arelhusa — and  the  Doris,  in  this  case, 
I  most  frankly  admit  is— the  Military  Committee. 

Sir,  how  is  that  committee  constituted  1   The  gentle- 
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man  from  Virginia,  the  mover  of  this  resolution  haa  told 
the  House  in  one  ]>oint  of  view  there  are  on  this  commit- 
tee eight  friends  of  power— an  honorable  denomination 
which  I  take  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  told 
the  House  the  other  day  that  be  first  came  to  this  House, 
himself  one  of  that  number— eight  friends  of  power,  and 

one  friend  to  what  shall  1  say  ?  friend  to  bis  country  1 

No!  That  would  imply  that  the  others  are  not  friends  to 
their  country,  which  I  am  bound  not  to  believe ;  shall  I  say 
friend  to  liberty  1  No  !  for  the  same  reason— I  suppose 
them  all  friends  to  liberty — well,  I  will  say,  a  friend  of  hia 
cou  ntry,  who  is  not  the  friend  ol  power.  This,  sir,  is  the 
objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  my  judgment 
a  very  valid  objection.  But  I  have  tho  same  objection,  in 
another  point  of  view  deeply  interesting  to  my  own  im- 
mediate constituents.  How  is  that  committee  constituted 
with  reference  to  tho  different  sections  of  the  country? 
There  are  eight  gentlemen  upon  that  committee  from  re- 
uioiiB  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  but  one  member 
alone  from  Maine  to  Virginia;  eleven  States;  and  that  is 
my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  Kkmblk]  from  New  York,  who 
is  as  worthy  as  any  individual  gentleman  ean  possibly  be 
of  such  a  position  on  that  committee.  He,  alone,  repre- 
sent* thereon  bis  own  "empire  State,"  as  well  as  all  the 
New  England  Stales,  and  those  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

Why,  Mr.  Adams  would  ask,  was  the  Military  Com- 
mittee thua  constituted  T  Why  are  not  the  different  sec  - 
lions  of  the  country  represented  in  that  committee  1  Have 
they  no  interest  in  the  subjects  which  are  the  peculiar  to- 
pics of  inquiry  and  action  there  ?  Upon  what  principle  are 
coiniuitieea  of  this  House  constituted  ?  Mr.  A.  said  his 
constituents  had  certainly  a  deep  interest  in  those  topics. 
A  vast  amount  of  their  money  had  been  expended  on  the 
recommendation  of  that  committee.  Now,  tho  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howabd]  had  urged  the  reference 
of  this  resolution  to  that  committee,  and  bo  (Mr.  A.)  was 
giving  his  reasons  why  that  reference  should  not  be  made. 

And  this  was  a  good  argument,  too,  he  contended, 
against  the  use  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  appointing  commit- 
tees  in  this  House,  in  the  present  case.  He  alluded  to  the 
observauon  of  Mr.  Wisb,  who  had  said  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  could  not  be  impartial  in  appointing  such 
committees.  They  must  all  have  a  preponderance  of  the 
* '  friends  of  power. "  He  had  some  experience  of  the  truth 
of  this  remark  for  some  session*  post ;  and  with  reference, 
too,  to  these  very  matters.  And  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  had  taken  place  there  not  quite  two 
year*  ago.  He  showed  from  the  journal  that,  on  the  1 5th 
January,  1836,  Mr.  Bxll,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  moved  for  a  similar  inquiry  with  that  pro- 
posed by  the  resolution  under  consideration,  with  power  to 
the  committee  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to.  It  gave  the  committee  power  to  inves- 
tigate this  very  same  subject,  because  the  Florida  cam- 
paigns were  legitimate  and  proper  mattera  of  inquiry,  in  all 
their  details,  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  What 
followed!  And  here  Mr.  Adams  read  again  from  the  jour- 
nal, and  showed  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  Mr.  Bill, 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  that  committee  have  power  to  sit  in 
the  recess,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  investigation. 
What  were  the  proceedings  of  the  House  on  this  resolu- 
tion !  First,  there  was  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  tible. 
This  did  not  succeed.  Then  the  previous  question  was 
moved,  and  not  sustained.  Afterward*  that  motion  was 
renewed,  and  ou  the  main  question  (upon  the  resolution) 
being  put  to  the  House,  the  vote  was  87  to  87.  The  Speak- 
er voted  in  the  negative,  and  the  resolution  was  sent  to 
"  the  tomb  of  the  Capuleta  1" 

Then  there  wag  a  memorial  presented  here  by  Mr.  Lbwib. 
of  Alabama,  complaining  of  certain  alleged  abuses  in  the 
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Thnt  gentleman  proposed  ita 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflaira,  with  power 
to  sit  in  the  recess,  and  to  authorize  ♦fare*  or  four  of  their 
nunitar  to  act  upon  iu  What  then  1  A  member  from 
Louisiana,  not  now  in  his  place,  [Mr.  Riplst,]  moved  to 
refer  lite  memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
No  sooner  said  than  done !  And  now,  sir,  a»ked  Mr.  A., 
has  any  gentleman  of  this  House  ever  heard  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stat**,  from  that  day  to  this,  a  single 
word  in  relation  to  the  matter  1  a  single  word,  as  to  the 
investigation  of  frauds,  alleged  by  citizens  of  the  United 
folates,  in  a  memorial  to  their  representative*  1  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  carrying  on  of  campaigns  costing  so  many 
millions  of  money  !  He  paused  for  a  reply.  Had  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  heard 
any  thing  from  the  quarter  to  which  it  had  been  referred, 
upon  thut  KuSjert  !  Had  the  Speaker  of  the  House  done 
so  1  Had  tltere  ever  been  a  menage  from  the  Executive 
sent  to  this  House  on  the  subject  t  He  heard  no  answer 
to  these  inquiries ;  and  be  was  warranted  in  saying  that 
there  had  been  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  done  upon  the 
matter.  And  with  these  examples  before  him,  with  the 
uniform  course  «f  action  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  in 
similar  cases,  before  him,  how  could  he  be  in  favor  of  the 
ordinary  mode  of  appointing  committees  of  that  House  ? 
It  wax  mockery  to  refer  such  subjects  to  such  committee*. 
He  much  preferred  the  election  of  the  proposed  committee 
by  ballot,  for  these  reasons. 

Now,  Mr.  Arams  admitted  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  to  put  a  majority  of  the  "  friends  of 
power"  upon  a  committee  thus  chosen.  And  it  was  pos- 
sibls  that  the  majority  would  fill  the  commiitee  with 
nine  "  friends  of  power,"  instead  of  eight,  and  one  who 
was  not;  while,  if  the  Speaker  were  to  appoint  it,  he  might, 
at  all  events,  place  one,  perhaps  two;  and,  an  extreme 
and  unusual  moment  of  liberality,  might  even  place  three 
friends  to  the  investigation  on  the  committee.  In  making 
these  allusions  to  the  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  be  perfectly  respectful  as  a  member  of  the 
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Mr.  A.  further  contended  that,  in  the  appointment  of 
committees  of  investigation,  the  same  parliamentary  rule 
which  regulates  the  appointment  of  standing  and  ordinary 
committees  does  not  apply.  And  he  referred  to  the  con- 
stant usage  of  the  Ornish  Parliament,  in  which  it  was  uni- 
versally the  practice  to  place  on  committees  of  inquiry  a 
majority  of  members  in  favor  of  the  proponed  investigation. 
It  was  certainly  a  mockery  of  common  sense  that  it  should 
be  otherwise. 

Mr.  Adams  went  into  an  examination  of  the  reoson  why 
investigating  committees  hitherto  appointed  by  this  House 
had  never  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them.  He  refer- 
red to  the  liberal  mode  of  proceeding  in  these  committees. 
When  any  specific  point  was  to  be  inquired  into,  the  ques- 
tion was  always  forbidden  to  bo  put  by  the  majority,  and 
the  investigation  was  smothered,  upon  the  ground  that 
there  should  be  "specific  charges,"  before  the  action  of 
the  committee  ahould  be  proper!  "Specific  charges!" 
and  hers,  this  morning,  a  gentleman  read  to  na  letters  from 
good  authority  containing  such  charges ;  and  now  what 
are  we  told  1  That  that  is  prejudging  the  cases  to  be  in- 
vestigated !  And  this  is  the  two-edged  sword,  of  too 
much  specification  on  the  one  aide,  and  none  at  all  on 
the  other,  which  is  wielded  against  the  friends  of  investi- 
gation ! 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  again  hoping  that  tho  proposed 
committee  would  bo  appointed  b>  ballot ;  and  that  that 
committee  might  not  be  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair*, 
tho  majority  of  whom  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  is  in  the  habit  of  calling  on  so  success- 
fully to  "toe  the  mark  I" 

Mr.  CAMBREI.ENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 


TREASURY  NOTE 

The  Hoosf 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
from  the  Committee  of  tho  Whole 
Union. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Uxnaawoon,  as  modified  Ky  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Pattom. 

Mr.  BOND  sddressed  the  House  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKIM  denied  that  the  sale  of  the  United  States 
Hank  bonda  would  bring  an  immediate  supply  of  money 
into  the  Treasury  ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  there  must,  at 
least,  he  a  delay  of  four  or  five  months  eipended  in  the 
negotiation,  at  a  probable  loss  too  of  from  four  to  six  per 
cent,  and  then  the  Government  would  be  likely  to  get  in 
return  only  bank  notes.  He  was  not  unfriendly  towards 
any  banks;  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Secre- ' 
tary  of  the  Treasury  could  not  pay  out  bank  notes ;  they 
would  be  useless  to  the  Treasury. 

Another  consideration  was,  that  the  bonds  given  by  the 
hank  were  for  two  millions  each,  an  amount  that  would  be 
inconvenient  to  negotiate  in  London,  and  how  did  they 
know  that  the  tank  would  consent  to  divide  them  up  into 
bonds  of  a  smaller  size,  say  for  a  thousand  dollars  each  1 
He  apprehended  that  it  would  not  only  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  of  the  bank,  both  here  and  in  London,  but 
that  it  would  be  found  to  be  against  their  interest  to  do  so. 

Again,  in  point  of  economy,  there  would  be  saving  by 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  How  1  Why,  the  United 
States  Bank  bonds  bore  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  where- 
as the  Treasury  notes  would  not  probably  bear  a  higher 
rate  than  three  or  four,  or,  at  the  most",  five  per  cent. 
The  saving  would  be  the  difference  between  those  two  rates 
of  interest  on  several  millions  of  dollars— no  slight  con  - 
sideration. 

Again,  there  would  be  a  probable  loss  on  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  from  their  par  value,  of  from  five  to  six  per  cent. ; 
for,  by  the  latest  advices  from  the  English  money  market, 
United  8tates  Bank  bonds  were  at  94  or  95  there.  This, 
too,  was  independent  of  the  exchange,  whatever  it  might 
be,  and  the  commission  or  expenses  of  negotiation. 

Another  objection  he  had  to  the  amendment  was,  that  it 
would  be  disreputable  to  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
Government  to  be  selling  its  securities  in  the  market.  The 
same  objection  would  also  apply  on  the  part  of  the  bank 
itself;  for  she,  no  more  than  merchants,  would  like  to  see 
herfjiabilities  hawked  for  sale.  Moreover,  the  United  8ta  te» 
would  have  to  endorse  the  bonds  before  they  could  be  ne- 
gotiated at  all ;  and  he  was  indisposed  to  place  the  Gov- 
ernment in  so  disreputable  a  position. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  Treasury  notes  ! 
Why,  they  would  be  equal  to  ao  much  gold  and  silver 
thrown  out  among  the  community,  for  they  would,  when 
out,  be  received  by  the  Government,  in  payment  of  dues, 
as  gold  and  silver,  and  the  creditors  of  the  Government 
would  gladly  take  them  as  such,  as  they  could  readily  pass 
them  as  such,  because  they  would  he  sought  after  by  the 
importing  merchant  to  pay  his  bonds.  Moreover,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  not  attempt  to  issue  more 
than  were  applied  for.  It  was  then,  in  effect,  putting  so 
much  gold  and  silver  into  circulation  the  moment  the  bill 
passed. 

Mr.  BOND  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  the  gen- 
tlenmn  to  ssy  that  paper  could  be  made  equal  to  gold  and 
silver. 

Mr.  McKIM.  Certainly  not.  He  meant  only  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  the  Treasury  notes  would  answer  in  the 
place  of  gold  and  silver,  being  receivable  for  the  dues  of 
the  Government,  and  its  claimants  being  glad  to  get  hold 
oftbem.  After  a  few  further  remarks  of  the  same  tenor,  Mr. 
McK.  concluded  by  hoping  the  House  would  pass  the  bill 
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in  Us  origin*)  form  as  it  c«me  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  for  he  considered  the  amendment  would  be  de- 
structive to  the  business  of  the  Treasury,  which  was  in  im- 
mediate want  of  the  means  for  carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  which  it  could  not  procure  under  the  operation 
tion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CU8HING  addressed  the  Houae  at  length  in  op- 
position to  the  bill ;  and  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BELL 
and  Mr.  McK  IM,  the  hour  having  arrived,  the  House  took 

Erssrixo  Sxasiojr. 

t 

The  Houae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  "to  authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes." 

The  question  being  on  the  fallowing  amendment,  mov- 
ed on  Thursday  by  Mr.  UsnsawooD,  vis: 

"That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to 
sell  and  transfer  to  the  purrhnser  or  purchasers  the  bonds 
or  evidences  of  debt  executed  by  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  and  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by  the 
United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  tind 
to  apply  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in 
payment  of  any  dVmnnds  upon  the  Treasury:  Provided* 
however,  That  no  sale  and  transfer  of  said  bonds  or  evi- 
dences of  del*  shall  he  tnnde  for  a  less  gum  than  the  nomi- 
nal a  moon  t  of  said  bonds  or  evidences  of  debt,  exclusive 
of  interest." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated  that  upon  this  amendment 
depended  the  fate  of  this  bill;  because,  if  it  should  be 
adopted,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Btatca  would  he  in 
the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stater.  He  ahould 
therefore  ask  for  a  full  attendance  of  the  house,  end  should 
move  for  a  rail,  [the  House  was  still  thin,]  unless  some 
gentleman  wished  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  HOPKINS,  for  one,  was  inclined  to  vote  for  the 
amendment.  He  couH  not  see  bow  its  adoption  would  place 
the  Government  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
The  object  in  selling  them  waa  to  command  an  amount  of 
gold  and  ailver  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Treaaury  ;  and 
admitting  the  bank  would  become  the  purchaser,  so  much 
specie  would  be  drawn  from  its  faults,  and  he  did  not  see 
bow  Government  could  be  injured  by  having  a  debt  thus 
paid  in  advance. 

Mr.CAMURELENG  wished  to  stat e  that  he  had  not  said 
the  United  States  Bank  would  be  the  direct  purchaser,  but 
that  the  bonds  would  be  bought  up  by  the  agents  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  not  risen,  air,  to  take  part  in  thia 
already  protracted  debate,  but  to  reply  very  briefly  to  the 
extraordinary  declaration  this  moment  uttered  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Cam- 
•nstaifo.]  He  said,  sir,  "  that  upon  this  amendment 
depended  the  fate  of  the  bill;  because,  if  it  should  be  adopt- 
ed, the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  would  l>e  in  the 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tat*a."  For  one,  sir, 
1  wm  favorably  inclined  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ujinsawoon;]  but  if  the 
rhjirtuon  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  can  con- 
vince me  of  the  truth  of  his  remark,  I  will  most  cheerfully 
relinquish  my  determination  to  support  the  amendment. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  such  can- 
not in  my  judgment  be  the  operation  of  the  amendment 
under  consideration.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  any  unpreju- 
diced mind  tn  this  Hall  can  come  to  such  8  conclusion. 
What  does  the  hill  propose,  air  1  To  authorise  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  ia  solemnly  pledged.  And  why 
is  this  measure  proposed,  but  to  supply  the  Treasury  with 
the  means  of  meeting  the  various  demands  upon  it  1  Well, 
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sir,  what  does  the  amendment  which  has  thus  been  de- 
nounced propose  1  Nothing  more  than  to  authorize  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  negotiate  a  sale  of  the  bonds 
held  by  the  Government  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  provided  they  can  be  sold  for  the  nomi- 
nal amount' of  them,  and  apply  the  funds  thus  obtained  to 
the  uses  of  the  Treasury.  If,  then,  this  object,  the  first 
contemplated  by  the  amendment,  can  thua  be  attained  by 
the  use  of  means  belonging  to  the  Government,  why,  I 
ask,  air,  shall  we  not  adopt  it!  Why  hold  up  these  bonds, 
if  we  can  convert  them  without  loss  into  available  funds  ! 
Sir,  it  will  be  difficult  to  furnish  any  one  good  reason 
against  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  if  in  other  rejects 
it  be  free  from  the  objections  urged  against  it,  and  which 
I  will  now  briefly  notice.  It  is  contended,  sir,  that  the 
amounts  of  the  bonds  in  question  are  so  large  as  to  exclude 
from  competition  individual  or  private  capitalists ;  and 
hence  they  will  be  purchased  in  Chestnut  or  Wall  street  by 
the  agents  of  the  bank.  I  am  willing,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, to  admit  that  such  may  be  the  case,  but  still  I 
deny  the  truth  of  the  declaration  that  the  Government  will 
thereby  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  "defunct  mon- 
ster," which  so  constantly  haunts  tho  imagination  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means.  Nor 
can  the  Government  lose  a  dollar  by  thus  throwing  into 
the  market  a  fund  unsuited  to  the  investment  of  private 
capital,  and  which  it  cannot  divide  to  suit  the  means  and 
capacities  of  purchasers,  because  the  same  amendment  con- 
taina  another  provision  which  puts  this  argument  lo  rest, 
by  expressly  prohibiting  the  Secretary  from  selling  the 
bonds  for  any  thing  less  than  the  nominal  amount  of  them. 
Let  us,  then,  suppose  that  the  bonds  are  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  the  banks  upon  the  terma  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  what  is  the  necessary  and  inevitable  result ! 
Why,  sir,  accorJing  to  my  understanding,  so  far  from 
placing  the  Government  under  the  control  of  the  bank,  we 
should  realize  in  advance  the  payment  of  a  debt  due  in 
one,  two,  and  three  years,  and  that,  too,  in  the  gold  and 
silver  of  the  frightful  monster  itself. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  always  entertained  great  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Canbrslixo,]  but  upon  this  subject  I 
must  be  permitted  to  think  that  he  is  under  a  strange  and 
most  palpable  delusion.  Sir,  can  it  be  that  I  mistake  the 
true  operation  of  this  amendment  1  Can  it  be  that  the 
withdrawal  of  six  millions  and  a  half  of  specie  from  the 
vaults  of  the  bank,  and  transferring  it  to  the  Treasury, 
will  increase  the  dependence  of  the  latter,  or  the  power  of 
the  former  ?  No,  sir,  the  proposition  is  absurd  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  I  cannot  and  will  not  assent  to  it. 

But  another  objection  has  been  made  to  the  amendment, 
to  which,  whilst  I  am  up,  I  will  reply.  It  is  apprehended 
that  these  bonds,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  Government, 
might  find  their  way  lo  Europe,  and  thus  increase  the  for- 
eign balance  against  us.  I  am  willing,  again,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  to  admit  the  truth  of  this  objection  ;  but 
I  beg  those  who  give  to  it  any  consideration,  lo  bear  in 
mind  that,  under  the  amendment,  we  must  receive  for  the 
bonds  their  nominal  amount  in  available  funds,  and  wheth- 
er we  receive  it  from  our  own  capitalists  or  those  abroad, 
we  shall  be  upon  safe  ground,  so  long  as  we  receive  in  re- 
turn the  same  amount  in  gold  and  silver.  Bet  gentlemen 
forget  lo  remember  that  thia  objection  applies  with  equal 
force  to  the  bill,  without  the  amendment,  because  your 
Treasury  notes,  issued  by  the  authority  and  upon  the  "faith 
or  this  Government,  will  be  just  as  likely  to  cross  the  great 
waters,  and  increase  the  foreign  balance  against  us,  aa  the 
bonds  which  we  propose  to  sell,  with  this  difference  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment,  that  the  bill  without  it  may  in- 
crease that  balance  against  the  Government,  whilst  tha 
amendment  would  only  increase  the  balance  against  tha 
«•  the  monster." 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  prefer  lite  amendment  for  another  reason. 
I  regard  these  bonda  as  a  legitimate  fund  belonging  to  the 
Government,  and  am  willing  to  make  them  available  if  I  ) 
can  to  the  Treasury,  rather  than  saddle  the  nation  with 
another  public  debt,  aa  wo  must  do,  by  the  passage  of  the  [ 
bill  upon  your  table    Much,  however,  aa  I  deplore  that  i 
evil,  I  would,  if  no  other  alternative  was  at  hand,  adopt  it  j 
to  aave  the  Treasury  of  the  nation  from  bankruptcy.    But,  | 
by  adopting  the  amendment,  you  supply  the  wants  of  your  i 
Government,  ahd,  at  ihe  aatne  time,  avoid  the  necessity  I 
of  creating  a  debt,  which  must  be  paid  under  your  unjuat 
and  unequal  system  of  taxation.   And  why,  Mr.  Speaker, 
permit  me  to  ask,  should  we  reject  tho  amendment,  if  the 
only  object  be  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treasury  wiih  a 
hard-money  constitutional  currency  !    Sir,  I  confess  that 
the  strong  repugnance  manifested  from  a  certain  quarter, 
for  every  proposition  to  replenish  the  Treasury  save  one, 
and  tho  pertinacity  with  which  that  one  is  supported,  baa 
awakened  my  suspicion  as  to  the  true  character  and  object 
of  the  measure.    If  we  propose  to  aril  our  bank  debt,  it  ia 
objected  to,  although  warmly  recommended  by  General 
Jackson  in  1834,  in  whose  footstep*  gentlemen  were  once 
wont  to  tread.    If  we  propose  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
to  borrow  money  upon  the  faith  of  the  Government,  the 
measure  ia  objected  to.    If  it  is  proposed  to  prohibit  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  sulmrdiuatc  disbursing  offi- 
cers or  the  Government,  from  circulating  their  note*  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  whilst  they  have  on  hand  and  in  their 
custody  gold  and  silver  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  that 
measure,  too,  ia  objeced  to.    And  I  repeat,  sir,  with  none 
other  than  feelinga  of  profound  regret,  that  the  discussion 
which  has  taken  ptacc  upon  these  several  amendments  has 
excited  my  suspicion,  and  I  now  declare  it. 

I  have  heard,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  this  debate,  senti- 
ments advanced  upon  this  floor,  by  some  of  my  political 
friends,  against  which  I  must  enter  my  moat  solemn  pro- 
teat.  An  honorable  and  esteemed  colleague  of  mine  upon 
my  left  [Mr.  Rives]  took  occasion  yesteiday  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  the  object  of  which  seemed  to  be 
to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  Treasury  notes  aa  a  paper 
currency.  He  ia  reported  to  have  said  that,  "while  they 
(Treasury  notes)  met  and  relieved  the  wanta  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  would  equally  meet  the  great  wants  of  the 
people  by  giving  them  a  uniform  circulating  medium."  And 
again  he  ia  reported  to  have  said  that  "  these  notes  (Trea- 
sury) would  at  once  reduce  the  bulance  of  exchange  with 
England  ;  and  this  would  operate  to  prevent  their  depre- 
ciation. Treasury  notes,  he  says,  would  circulate  better 
without  bearing  interest  than  with  a  low  rale  of  interest, 
and  were  th  earoouut  $10,000,000,  instead  of  $10,000,000, 
it  would  be  a  safe  and  salutary  measure,  and  the  very  best 
thing  Congress  could  do."  Now,  sir,  these  arc  sentiments 
which  I  was  not  prepared  to  expect,  and  to  which  I  can 
never  subscribe.  Sir,  at  the  time  that  these  remarks  were 
made  by  my  colleague,  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  I  was 
gr  itifted  to  believe  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  dissented  from  them.  But  that  gentle- 
man baa  aince  asaumcd  grounds  in  debate,  which  satisfies 
my  mind  that  bo  too  looks  to  and  advocates  this  bill  as 
something  more  than  a  means  of  furnishing  an  embarras- 
sed Treasury  with  hard  money  to  meet  the  demands  upon 
it.  Mr.  8peaker,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pause,  and  review 
the  sentiments  they  have  avowed.  I  implore  them  to  pause 
before  thry  give  their  consent  to  a  measure  fraught  with 
consequences  so  dangerous  as  the  emission  of  a  Treasury 
paper  currency,  based  upon  the  public  faith,  and  controlled 
by  the  will  of  one  man,  already  clothed  with  extraordinary 
powers.  Our  present  Executive  may  tie  honest  and  trust- 
worthy. I  hope  and  sincerely  believe  he  is — but  even  to 
him,  sir,  I  will  not  consent  to  surrender  a  power  of  surb 
a  fearful  character.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the  part  of  prudence, 
or  a  wis*  forecast,  to  legislate  in  reference  alone  to  the 


present  incumbent  of  the  Executive  chair;  but  we  should 
look  to  the  future  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  guard  with  care 
and  circumspection  the  litwrtiea  of  tho  people  from  the 
grasp  of  unhallowed  ambition.  I  will  not  stop  now  to  dilate 
upon  the  evils,  or  dwell  upon  the  ruinous  consequences, 
which  must  follow  the  establishment  of  a  system  which, 
once  matured,  will,  in  my  humble  judgment,  be  far  more 
dangerous  to  the  institutions  of  our  country  and  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  than  that  "  defunct  monster,"  whose 
ghost  seems  to  be  constantly  flitting  before  the  affrighted 
imaginalions  of  gentlemen  here  who  support  this  measure, 
which  I  fear  is  the  precursor  of  a  system  of  Government 
paper  currency,  which,  in  the  list  of  "monsters,"  might 
well  I*  called  »  legion." 

The  amendment,  however,  doea  not  propose  a  sale  of 
the  bank  bonds,  as  the  only  meana  of  relief  to  the  Treas- 
ury, but  goes  further,  and  in  the  event  that  this  measure 
*h»ll  fail,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorised 
to  borrow  an  amount  of  money  upon  the  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment equal  to  the  nominal  value  of  the  bonds.  And, 
air,  the  honorable  mover  of  the  amendment  has  signified 
bis  willingness  so  to  modify  the  second  section  of  his 
amendment  as  to  leave  it  to  the  House  to  aay  what  sum 
may  thus  be  borrowed  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  ;  and 
still  it  is  objected  to,  not  because  it  will  not  meet  the  em- 
ergencies of  tho  Treasury,  but  because  it  supersedes  the 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  inconvertible  Treasury  paper  cur- 
rency, which  the  Government  cannot,  and  will  not,  re- 
deem upon  presentation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  principle  a  haul  money  man,  and 
I  have  tho  satisfaction  to  believe  that  tho  patriotic  people 
whom  I  have  the  distinguished  honor  to  represent  upon 
this  floor  prefer  the  constitutional  currency  of  our  fathers 


to  any  paper  money,  your  Treasury  i 
whilst  I  aay  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  am  not  to  lie  enlisted  in  the  contemplated  cru- 
sade against  the  existing  institutions  of  Virginia  and  her 
sister  States,  to  accomplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying 
the  Government  alone  with  the  constitutional  currency ; 
and  I  now  admonish  gentlemen  that,  until  they  propose  a 
measure  broad  and  comprehensive  enough  to  separate  the 
great  body  ol  the  people  from  the  banks,  I  will  not  co-ope- 
rate with  them  in  giving  effect  to  a  partial  restricted  meas- 
ure, which  furnishes  a  hard-money  currency  only  to  them, 
who,  in  the  better  days  of  our  republic,  wcrn  regarded  as 
the  mere  servants  of  the  people,  and  considered  amenable 
to  them.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  the  man  t»  advocate  here, 
in  my  representative  capacity,  any  measure  which  will 
provide  gold  and  silver  for  myself,  and  other  functionaries 
of  the  Government,  whilst  the  people  are  left  to  endure  all 
the  evila  of  a  depreciated  paper  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details  of  this  meas- 
ure, growing  out  of  the  palpable  injustice  which  mutt  re- 
sult, from  tho  denominations  of  these  Treasury  notes,  to 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  If,  sir,  sis  is  now  too 
obvious  for  the  most  incredulous  to  doubt,  these  notes  are 
to  circulate  and  perform  all  the  functions  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency, they  cannot  reach  the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  but 
must  acrve  alone  the  purpose  of  the  wealthy,  who  slone 
can  command  the  benefit  of  a  currency  in  denominations 
of  one  hundred  dollars.  Another  effort  of  this  measure,  I 
fear,  will  bo  to  cripple  still  more  the  State  banks,  now  rap- 
idly recovering  from  tho  shock  by  which  tho  whole  mone- 
tary system  of  the  community  has  been  so  recently  convul- 
sed to  its  centre ;  and,  whilst  it  may  relieve  the  Govern- 
ment, may  at  the  same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  great 
body  of  the  people. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  every  aspect  of  this  question,  look- 
ing to  it  not  as  a  party  question,  but  one  purely  financial, 
my  mind  still  inclines  me  to  the  amendment,  as  the  most 
safe,  wise,  and  salutary,  and  certainly  most  compatible 
with  the  constitution.    8ir,  there  is  another  feature  in  the 
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amendment  which  commands  my  approbation,  and  it  is 
this :  it  propose*  a  plain,  direct,  and  unequivocal  mode  of 
accomplishing-  the  very  object  which  gentlemen  profess  to 
have  in  view — the  relief  of  the  Treasury.  And,  for  one,  I 
prefer,  sir,  to  plant  myself  upon  that  plain  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  «•  to  borrow  money 
upon  the  faith  of  the  United  States,"  and  thus  to  meet  and 
provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury,  rather  than 
adopt  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  which,  if  not  of  doubtful  legality,  is  in  every  way 
exceptionable  in  policy.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  fear  that 
this  Treasury  currency  is  relied  upon  lo  give  life  and  vigor 
to  the  new  scheme,  now  for  the  first  time  recommended, 
of  separating  the  Government  from  the  banks,  whilst  the 
people  are  left  to  struggle  with  all  the  evils  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency. If  so,  sir,  I,  for  one,  shall  hesitate,  as  one  of  the 
administration  party,  before  I  can  take  to  my  embrace  a 
bantling  which,  I  fear,  is  the  mere  precursor  of  a  bank  and 
a  paper  currency  far  more  formidable  and  dangerous  than 
any  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  this  country.  Sir,  I  am 
opposed  to  that  indirect,  enibiguou*,  and  equivocal  system 
of  legislation  which  characterizes  the  measure  under  con. 
sideration,  aa  calculated  to  destroy  that  check  upon  our 
conduct  here  which  will  ever  result  from  an  effective  and 
practical  responsibility  to  our  constituents;  and  hence,  in 
my  poor  judgment,  we  should  always  provide  by  an  actual 
appropriation  for  every  loan  which  we  authorize,  and  which 
is  not  done  in  the  bill  upon  your  taMo.  I  know,  sir,  that 
in  these  times  such  soritimenla  are  likely  to  be  regarded  hs 
old  fashioned  or  radical;  but  the  time  will  come,  must 
come,  when  they  will  be  appreciated.  That  system  of  in- 
direct legislation,  which  seeks  to  avoid  a  just  and  full  re- 
sponsibility to  the  people,  may  be  nibmiiled  to  for  a  time, 
but  will  in  the  end  receive  its  merited  condemnation  by  nn 
abused  and  indignant  community  of  intelligent  freemen. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunderstood  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  willing  to  extend  to  the  Trees  a  ry  inl- 
and ample  relief,  by  any  mean*  compatible  with 
ctitution  and  my  convictions  of  public  duty ;  nor 
will  I  be  drawn  from  this  determination  by  any  doubt 
which  may  be  entertained  as  to  the  real  amount  necessary, 
nor  by  the  asperities  of  parry  intolerance,  the  prominent 
bane  of  our  deliberations  and  councils  here.  Yes,  sir,  I 
am  willing,  and  stand  ready,  lo  vote  any  aum,  in  the 
bounds  of  reason,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
consider  necessary  to  meet  the  most  liberal  wants  of  the 
Government ;  and  if  he  asks  more  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  his  just  responsibility  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure,  not  as  one  of  finan- 
cial relief,  but  one  for  the  omission  of  ten  millions  of  paper 
currency,  obnoxious,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  lo  all  the  ob- 
jections of  an  executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means 
of  immediate  convertibility,  but  upon  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  nation,  which  I  maintain  can  be  pledged  only  for  a 
loan.  In  my  humble  judgment,  sir,  this  project  is  fraught 
with  mischief ;  and  I  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  dirt  rust 
and  alarm.  Admonished  as  I  am,  by  a  short  experience 
in  the  practical  administration  of  this  Government,  that  ita 
tendency  is  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  gradual  and  impercept- 
ible innovations  upon  the  rights  of  the  Slates  and  of  the 
people,  I  look  lo  the  future  with  all  the  forcl^odinga  of  one 
fully  unpriced  with  the  solemn  conviction  that,  if  not  re- 
sUicd,  and  successfully  resisted,  at  the  threshold,  it  will 
end  in  conaoldidetion,  and  consolidation  in  the  overthrow 
of  our  institutions  and  the  downfall  of  our  liberties. 

Sir,  it  has  been  well  remarked,  in  the  progress  of  this 
debate,  that  money  is  power;  than  which  none  is  more 
mercenary  in  its  inflictions,  or  more  diflicult  to  resist.  It 
connects  itself  with  every  rlas-i,  and  every  interest,  and 
addresses  itself  to  every  passion  of  human  nature,  and  con- 
stitutes, in  the  hands  of  ambition,  the  most  potent  engine 
for  mischief  and  oppression.  Pardon  me  then,  sir,  i 


of  the  extraordinary  powers  already  vested  in  the  Execu- 
tive, if  I  pause  when  asked  to  go  another  step — to  arm  that 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government  with  a  power  to  eon- 
vert  the  public  faith  into  a  banking  capital  for  tho  emission 
of  an  inconvertible  paper  medium,  subject  to  no  other  law 
than  the  uncontrolled  will  of  one  man  ! 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  leave  lo  repeat  my 
most  perfect  willingness  and  anxiety  to  replenish,  by  any 
lawful  means,  the  national  Treasury.  I  prefer  first  to  ap- 
ply the  means  already  on  hand,  as  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky,  [Mr.  Uvnaawoou.]  If  that  proposition  shall  fail, 
then  I  shall  prefer  a  direct  loan,  to  be  redeemed  by  the 
bank  debt,  when  it  shall  be  received  by  the  [Government ; 
and  I  would  set  it  apart  by  law  for  that  specific  purpose. 
If  that  proposition  be  also  negatived,  and  the  House  deter- 
mine to  authorize  the  proponed  emission  of  Treasury  notes, 
then  I  ahall  be  in  favor  of  these  notes  bearing  interest,  un- 
der the  hope  that  their  circulation,  as  a  currency,  mar  in 
that  way  be  prevented,  and  tho  Government  compelled  to 
convert  them  into  money.  If  these  several  propositions  be 
rejected,  I  shall  find  myaelf  placed  in  a  situation  of  extreme 
solicitude,  anxious  to  extend  relief  to  the  Treasury  by  any 
and  every  mode  sanctioned  by  the  constitution  and  the 
long-established  usage  of  the  Government,  but  compelled 
to  withhold  relief,  only  because  an  unrelenting  majority  hi 
this  House  will  have  no  other  measure  of  relief,  than  one 
which  I  am  constrained  to  regard  a«  dangerous  to  the  sta- 
bility of  our  free  institutions,  and  subversive  of  the  liberty 
and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer  by  the 
expression  of  any  apprehensions  of  my  own,  as  to  the  ob- 
jects of  this  measure,  or  the  danger  of  its  ripening  into  a 
permanent  system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  which  such  a  system 
cannot  fail  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir,  most  devoutly,  that 
my  fears  may  never  be  realized ;  but  I  should  be  unfaithful 
to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  if  1  did  not  declare, 
fearlessly,  that  I  look  to  the  present  measure  as  laying  the 
foundation  'of  a  system  which,  if  ever  established,  must 
end  in  revolution  or  despotism. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  either,  air,  by  inquiring  into 
the  causes  of  our  pecuniary  embarrassment.  I  am  content 
lo  leave  that  to  others,  who  deem  it  a  fit  subject  for  present 
discussion.  I  will  act  the  humbler  part  in  ibis  emergency, 
of  one  who  might  chance  to  see  the  Treasury  on  fire,  that 
would  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  manner  of  the 
conflagration,  but  aid  in  the  immediate  extinguishment  of 
the  flame.  I  will  say,  however,  that,  great  as  the  real  distress 
may  be,  I  am  satisfied  it  has  been  greatly  magnified;  I  am, 
nevertheless,  ready  and  willing  to  afford  any  relief,  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  to  sll  classes  and  to  every  interest 
in  our  common  country.  I  am  one  of  those,  air,  who  look 
more  to  the  energies  of  the  people,  and  resources  of  the 
country,  for  permanent  and  substantial  relief  than  to  any 
measure  which  we  can  devise. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  this  day  declaring  in  my  place,  that 
my  sympathies  do  not  incline  me  so  much  to  minister  to  the 
insatiable  appetites  of  federal  officeholders,  as  to  the  amelior- 
ation of  tho  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  upon 
whose  honest  contributions  we  all  depend.  And  let  mo 
now  s«y  to  my  political  associate*,  that  no  party  consider- 
ations shall  ever  enlist  my  humble  aid  in  the  co-operation 
of  a  measure  which  looks  only  to  the  advancement  of  the 
few,  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  the  many.  There  bto, 
air,  occasions  fit  and  proper,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  party  preference  and  party  feelings,  but  these  oc- 
casions are  always  secondary,  and  ought  to  be  made  sub- 
ordinate to  the  higher  considerations  of  the  country  and  the 
furtherance  of  sound 
the  only  ligotnei 


political  principles,  which  constitute 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  to  the  House  for  ita  kind  indulgence,  and  etill 
more  for  the  patient  attention  with  which  my  very  desulto- 
ry remark*  upon  this  occasion  have  been  heard.  And 
whilst  for  thia  manifestation  of  tbo  kindness  of  the  House, 
I  return  the  humble  tribute  of  my  roust  profound  ncknowl- 


lumbio  tribute  ol  my  roust  pr 
am  not  vain  enough  to  take 


to  myself  what  I  am  sure  has  been  alone  due  to  the  im por- 
ta nca  and  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WISE  eulogu-ed  his  colleague  on  the  course  he  had 
just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find  displayed  so  honorahle 
and  independent  an  opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  then 
read  several  extracts  from  President  Jackson  V  messages  of 
1834  and  1635,  to  show  that  the  sales  of  Government  stock 
in  the  United  States  Bank  had  been  recommended  by  the 
President  at  those  periods. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  other  members  in  the  course* of  the  debate  upon 
his  amendment,  he  desired  to  make  a  few  explanatory  re- 
Trie  gentleman  across  the  way  [Mr.  Pattod]  ex- 
peat  surprise  at  the  quarter  in  which  the  amend- 
ment originated;  while  the  member  to  my  left  [Mr.  Cast- 
ddslkdo]  is  astonished  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
should  have  fell  any  surprise,  since  the  amendment  had 
been  proposed  by  a  known  friend  of  the  bank.  It  may  lw 
inferred  from  these  statements  that  I  have  been  actuated  by 
some  sinister  motive;  that  I  have  designed  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  bank  at  the  expense  of  that  of  the  country. 
[Mr.  C  tMDRiuxo  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impute  an 
unworthy  motive  to  Mr.  U.,  who  continued.]  I  have  never 
(said  Mr.  U.)  been  connected  with  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  the  present  bank  of  that  name,  in  any 
manner  which  could  bias  my  judgment.  I  have  never 
owned  one  dollar  of  stock  in  either.  I  have  never  borrow- 
ed one  cent  from  either  bank  on  my  own  account.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  considerable  sums  to  the  late  hank, 
as  surety;  and,  with  that  exception,  have  had  no  transac- 
tions with  these  banks.  At  this  lime  I  am  not  the  debtor 
of  the  haidt  in  nny_wsy.     I  know,  jir,  that  I  am  wholly 

hatred  to  the  bank. 

My  amendment  is  bawl  upon  a  very  obvious  principle. 
If  I  owe  money  and  have  it  not,  I  am  bound  bv  law  nnd 
morals  to  got  it.  If  a  neighbor  owes  me,  or  I  hsve  his 
bond  not  yet  dae,  I  may  and  ought  to  raise  the  money  upon 
the  debt  thus  owing  to  me,  if  I  hsve  no  better  means.  If 


I  can  aell  my  neighbor's  bond,  without  sacrifice,  to  pay  my 
debts,  who  can  or  will  binme  me  1  I  do  not  injure  bim, 
and  I  benefit  myself.  Now,  sir,  apply  the  case.  The 
Government  wants  money  ;  it  holds  bonds  on  the  bank ;  it 
owes  deUs  and  must  pay  them  ;  my  amendment  proposes 
to  sell  the  bonds  without  sacrifice,  and  apply  the  proceeds 
in  discharge  of  what  the  Government  owes.  I  prefer  this 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  by  issuing  Treasury  notes 
or  by  borrowing  money;  but,  to  guard  against  the  possibil- 
ity of  failing  to  sell  the  bonds  for  their  tiomin.il  amount,  I 
provide,  in  case  the  bonds  cannot  be  sold,  that  the  Secre- 
tary may  borrow  six  and  a  half  millions.  I  consider  it  my' 
duty  to  grant  ail  the  facilities  necessary  to  maintain  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  to  give  vigor 


give  vigor  and  health  to 
its  operations,  and  1  never  will  be  influenced  by  a  spirit  of 
factious  opposition  to  any  administration. 

I  have  accepted  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  PatTod,!  because  it  can  do  no 
harm,  and  it  may  afiord  some  additions!  farihtiea  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  now  draws  checks  or 
drafts  on  the  deposite  b.mks,  knowing  si  the  time  they  will 
not  be  paid.  If  the  creditors  of  Government  will  accept 
such  drafts  hereafter,  let  them  do  it.  Perhaps  the  hanks 
may  pay  some,  and  if  they  w  ill  not,  then  let  those  drafts  be 
received  in  payment  for  duties,  taxes,  or  public  land.  This 
practice  cannot  make  things  worse.    It  ma; 


extent;  and  I 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  my  own. 

Some  gentlemen  hiive  supposed  that  the  limitation  which 
my  amendment  contemplates,  in  regard  to  the  amount  to  bo 
borrowed,  is  objectionable.  They  apprehend  that  six  and 
a  half  millions  is  too  email  a  sum.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
amply  sufficient  But,  out  of  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
others,  I  will  defer  offering  that  part  of  the  amendment 
until  the  House  has  decided  on  the  first  part  of  my  proposi- 
I  lion.  If  the  first  part  be  accepted,  I  will  then  offer  the 
second,  leaving  the  amount  blank,  so  that  the  House  may 
fill  it  at  its  discretion. 

In  these  amendments  I  have  had  no  intention  to  i 
rass  the  Government.  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  i 
desire  to  support,  instead  of  pulling  down.  And  I  cannot 
help  wishing  most  ardently  that  the  scheme  I  havo  present* 
ed  may  find  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  House.  I  shall 
feel  happy,  very  happy,  if  my  ofiered  substitute  is  accepted 
in  lieu  of  the  bill— a  bill  which  laya  the  foundation  for  a 
Government  bank  and  psper  money,  subject  to  the  cor 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales.  Sir,  il  the  day  i 
comes  when  the  Executive  of  this  nation  shall  control  at 
his  will  and  pleasure  a  Government  bank,  with  millions  of 
money,  through  such  agents  as  he  may  choose  to  employ, 
removable  at  his  pleasure,  lending  it  out  in  such  sums  and 
to  such  persons  as  be  pleases,  that  day  will  be  signalized, 
in  the  annals  of  time,  for  the  overthrow  of  American 
liberty  ! 

I  did  not  rise  to  make  an  argument  or  to  go  at  large  into 
the  discussion.  The  whole  subject  has  been  ably  debuted 
by  others,  and  by  none  more  ao  than  tlw  gentleman  to  my 
right,  [Mr.  Hormirs,]  a  son  of  the  Old  Dominion — a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  where  I  drew  my  first  breath ;  and 
whose  speech  and  nativity  combined  have  produced  in  my 
bosom  very  fraternal  feelings  towards  him.  I  am  anxious 
that  my  amendment  may  be  tested  by  the  vote  of  the  House 
without  further  delay. 

Mr.  HAYNES  replied  to  Mr.  Wise  that  ths  sale  of  the 
bank  stock  severed  all  connexion  of  the  Government  with 
the  bank  as  a  partnership  concern ;  but 
son  Government  ought  not  still  to  hold  the 
institution  taken  in  payment  for  the  stock. 

Mr.  WI^E  said  that  these  bonds  were  a  mere  liquida- 
tion of  the  account  of  value  of  the  stock  ;  and,  while  tbs 
Government  held  them,  the  connexion  still  continued  us 
though  it  held  the  stock. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  have  no  objection  to  the  sale  of 
these  bonds,  if  it  could  be  done  fairly,  for  their  full  value; 
but  this  would  take  time,  and  the  Treasury  must  have  im- 
mediate relief.  He  denied  that  the  bill  wus  deceptive ;  every 
man,  on  reading  it,  must  perceive  u  was  a  bill  for  a  loan; 
what  else  was  it  7 

Mr.  R0BERT80N  rose  end  said,  if  the 
tion  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  raise  a  i 
cieney  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  cause  of  these  per* 
severing  efforts  to  raise  it  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
The  amendment  of  the  genii* man  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
U  if  nan  wood,]  as  modified,  proposed  to  give  the  right  to 
dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six  millions  due  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stales  ;  and  that  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pat- 
tod,]  if  he  understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  i"*tste  banks,  which  held  ten  or  twelvo  mil- 
lions of  public  money.  If  these  resources  should  prove  in- 
sufficient, authority  might  ha  conferred  to  borrow  whatever 
sum  might  be  neeesssry  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  But 
none  of  thess  obvious  and  ordinary  methods  of  replenish- 
ing the  Treasury  will  now  answer  the  purpose.  Nothing 
will  do  hut  to  resort  to  the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  re- 
source of  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
difficulty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
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necessity,  to  adopt  Ibat  method  of  raising  supplies.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war  we  bad  issued  upwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its  close  these 
bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they  were  funded  at  100  for  1. 
Such  were  the  evils  attending  the  system,  that  the  frame™ 
of  the  constitution,  to  guard  against  their  recurrence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  8tates  in  express  terms 
from  emitting  hills  of  credit.  I  will  not,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.,) 
at  this  time  enter  into  the  question  whether  the  power  thus 
prohibited  to  the  States  rightfully  belongs  to  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  much  force,  all  must  admit,  in  the  refer- 
ence made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Overuse]  to  the  journal  of  the  convention,  showing  that 
•  proposition  to  dothe  this  Government  with  the  power 
was  expressly  overruled.  ^rVith  those  who  rely  on  the 
same  ground,  not  verified  by  the  journal,  but  depending 
on  the  memory  of  members  of  the  convention,  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  this 
reference  ought  to  be  conclusive.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
power  was  not  expressly  granted,  as  were  those  to  lay 
taxes  and  borrow  money  ;  and  the  rule  of  interpretation, 
as  given  by  the  constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  It  is 
obvious  that  its  exercise  by  the  General  Government  is 
equally  dangerous ;  indeed,  liable  to  much  greater  abuse. 
The  8 tales  can  effect  none,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limits ;  but  we  may 
inundate  the  Uniou  with  a  spurious  currency ;  and  when 
the  *  vHtem  shall  be  once  commenced,  no  one  can  undertake 
to  say  where  h  is  to  stop.  During  the  late  war,  immedi- 
ately after  it  was  declared,  Congress  again  resorted  to  an 
is4ue  of  Treasury  notes  at  first  upon  a  moderate  scale, 
only  five  millions  of  dollars.  But  from  time  to  time,  other 
and  larger  issues  were  authorized,  until,  at  the  end  of  two 
or  three  years,  twenty-five  millions  were  authorized  at  a 
dash.  So  it  may  be  again.  We  begin  now,  in  a  period 
of  profound  peace — for  I  will  not  dignify  the  Indian  hunt 
in  Florida  with  the  name  of  war — with  an  issue  of  ten  mil- 
lions for  the  service  of  this  remnant  of  the  year.  Those 
who  urge  the  measure  may  mean  in  good  faith  to  go  no 
further.  But  who  shall  say,  when  we  have  once  tasted 
the  sweets  of  the  poison,  when  we  have  indulged  in  the 
practice  of  raising  money  by  this  pernicious  process,  with- 
out incurring  responsibility,  to  what  extent  it  will  be  car- 
ried ?  What  is  now  proposed  as  a  temporary  expedient 
tnay  become  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government.  Sir, 
I  protest  against  it  as  a  dangerous  practice.  Ointa  prin- 
cijriia.    Our  only  safety  is  in  resisting  it  at  the  threshold. 

Let  us  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  to  our  actual 
position ;  and  we  cannot  but  be  amazed  at  the  point  to 
which  we  have  arrived.  But  a  few  months  since,  the  late 
President  congratulated  the  country  on  the  success  of  his 
efforts  to  restore  a  sound,  constitutional  currency.  But 
one  short  month  since,  the  present  President  gave  bis  re- 
commendation in  favor  of  a  hard-money  system,  as  the 
only  one  proper  for  the  Government  to  tolerate.  He  seems 
disposed  to  reject  convertible  paper,  even  during  the  pres- 
ent difficulty  of  procuring  the  precious  metals.  And  now 
it  is  gravely  proposed  to  manufacture  ten  millions  of  paper 
money  for  circulation,  not  only  without  a  specie  basis,  but 
without  the  pledge  of  any  definite  fund  for  its  ultimate  re- 
demption. But,  sir,  strange  as  this  may  appear,  the 
scheme  is  not  altogether  a  novelty.  A  petition  was,  du- 
ring the  present  session,  referred  to  the  committee  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  (Judiciary,)  from  a  Mr. 
8argent,  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  establishment — not  of 
a  coin  mint,  for  there  is  one,  he  says,  already— but  of 
what  he  calls  a  general  print  mint  at  Washington,  for  the 
emission  of  paper  money  to  the  amount,  perhaps,  of  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  as  a  currency  for  the  United 
8tate».    The  money  to  be  manufactured  he  proposes  to 
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call  "  print,"  from  the  first  syllable  of  the  word  •«  print- 
ing ;"  as  the  first  syllable  of  the  word  "  coining"  gives  the 
name  of  "coin."  So  that  the  thing  may  bo  readily 
understood.  When  you  receive  hard  money,  you  are  to 
say  I  was  paid  in  coin  ;  when  you  take  paper,  I  was  paid 
in  print.  His  plan  is  given  in  detail,  and,  as  you  may 
suppose,  air,  was  the  subject  of  merriment,  of  derision,  in 
the  committee  room.  The  committee  did  not  deign  to 
give  it  a  serious  consideration.  It  served  only  to  excite  their 
risible  muscles,  and  to  create  no  very  favorable  impressions 
of  the  state  of  the  petitioner's  understanding.  Well,  sir, 
to  my  great  surprise,  here  is  the  scheme  before  us — not  cor- 
responding in  amount,  hut  pretty  much  the  same  in  prin- 
ciple—gTavely  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means ;  the  establishment  of  a  manufactory 
of  paper  money — a  print  mint  here  in  Washington.  We 
begin  at  length  to  understand  what  the  exclusive  friends 
of  a  hard-money  Government  mean  by  the  term.  They 
are  to  issue  bits  of  stamped  or  printed  paper,  and  call 
them— not  ««  print,"  as  Mr.  8argent  honestly  calls  bis — 
but  gold  and  silver.  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  McKim,]  deeply  versed  in  all  moneyed  con- 
cerns, and  who  has  been  so  highly  complimented  for  his 
financial  talents,  tells  us,  in  so  many  words,  these  ten  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes  are  ten  milliions  of  gold  and  silver. 
When  the  gentleman  made  the  remark,  he  forcibly  remind- 
ed me  of  my  Lord  Peter,  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  The  an- 
ecdote, no  doubt,  is  familiar  to  all.  Beef,  it  had  been 
said,  contained  the  quintessence  of  partridge,  and  quail, 
and  venison,  and  wild  duck  ;  and  so,  my  Lord  Peter  in- 
sisted, did  his  wheaten  loaf.  In  this  conceit,  he  invited 
his  brethren  to  dine  with  him.  The  repast  consisted  alone 
of  this  wheaten  loaf.  He  asked  them  if  they  would  est  a 
bit  of  the  mutton  ;  and,  when  they  assented,  cut  his  loaf, 
and  handed  a  slice  to  each.  They  supposed  he  was 
jesting ;  but,  finding  him  in  earnest,  they  remonstrated, 
and  bad  the  boldness  to  deny  that  bread  was  mutton. 
Lord  Peter  argued  the  point  with  them  for  some  time ;  but 
finally  cut  the  matter  short  with  this  unanswerable  argu- 
ment :  He  said  he  would  affirm  it  to  be  as  good  mutton  as 
any  in  Leadenhall  market ;  and,  if  they  did  not  believe  it, 
they  deserved  to  be  eternally  damned.  So,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  tells  us  his  Treasury  notes,  his 
"  print,"  is  gold  and  silver — nothing  less ;  and  all  who  do 
not  credit  it  are  to  be  condemned  outright  as  mere  infidels 
and  heretics.  8ir,  it  is  not  gold  and  silver,  nor  their 
equivalent.  The  Government  may  as  well  issue  the  Ger- 
man silver  cents  recently  coined  by  the  man  with  the 
Dutch  name,  (Feuchtwmiger,^  and  tell  us  each  is  a  coin 
of  pure  gold,  of  the  value  of  $  10,000,  as  to  stamp  worth- 
less paper,  and  tell  us  it  is  gold  and  silver,  or  of  equal 
value  with  them.  It  will  depreciate,  as  it  has  always  de- 
preciated. Indeed,  unless  I  am  misinformed,  it  is  destined 
to  commence  its  circulation  considerably  below  par. 

[Mr.  Wigs  here  remarked  that  the  fact  was  as  his  col- 
league had  stated  it.  He  held  the  document  in  his  hand 
that  proved  it.] 

Mr.  Robkbtbo*.  Will  my  colleague  oblige  me  by 
reading  the  proof  to  which  he  refers  ! 

[Mr.  Wish  read  from  the  document  a  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  from  Ward,  Prime,  and  King,  rela- 
tive to  the  value  of  Treasury  notes  in  the  market  Mr. 
Cam  brxlkxk  observed,  that  was  a  letter  from  the  gentle- 
man's own  friends  ] 

Mr.  Rorehtsox  resumed.  The  genllcman«from  New 
York  says  this  offer  is  from  our  own  friends ;  yet  I  am 
told  it  is  the  best  that  has  been  made.  - 1  have  not  the 
honor  of  being  acquainted  with  these  friends  of  ours,  but 
I  am  happy  to  learn  we  have  such,  who  will  give  more 
for  the  Government  paper  than  the  friends  of  the  gentle- 
man and  of  the  administration.  This,  then,  is  the  true 
state  of  the  case :  our  paper  is  actually  dishonored  in  ad- 
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vance ;  and  gentlemen  who  will  not  lower  the  dignity  of 
the  Government,  by  veiling  tho  bond*  due  to  as,  or  by 
borrowing  money,  are  ready  to  throw  our  own  paper  into 
the  market  at  a  discount  of  six  or  eight  per  cent  Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  to  it.  Thoso  Treasury  notes,  if  really  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  are  unnecessary. 
There  are  other  and  ample  resources  at  the  command  of 
the  Government.  If  designed  for  circulation,  they  are 
both  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional.  Why  should  the 
Government  discredit  and  reject  the  currency  of  the  States — 
that  which  our  Stato  Governments  accept  in  payment  of 
taxes,  aud  which  our  citizens  receive  from  each  other  1  It 
would  be  regarded  as  oppressive  in  the  State  Governments, 
dishonorable  on  the  part  of  individuals  at  this  time  to  ex- 
act gold  and  silver.  Why  should  this  paternal  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  not  receive  what  the  State  Gov- 
ernments receive — what,  indeed,  our  people  alone  can 
procure?  And  what  right,  permit  me  to  ask,  has  this 
Government  to  create  a  paper  currency  ?  They  have  a 
right  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and 
of  foreign  coins ;  but  they  have  no  right  to  put  a  slump 
upon  paper,  and  call  that  coining  money.  Tho  constitu- 
tion nowhere  warrants  such  a  process. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  appears  to  me 
substantially  the  establishment  of  a  Government  bank.  If 
the  paper  be  designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treas- 
ury becomes  a  bank  of  issue  aud  circulation  merely.  But 
the  scheme  rocs  further.  It  authorizes  not  only  the  pay- 
ment of  these  notes  to  public  creditors,  but  the  borrowing 
of  money  upon  their  credit.  What  is  this  in  effect  but  ■ 
banking  operation  !  You  apply  to  the  Secretary,  who  is 
thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propose  to  lend  him  half  a 
million  or  a  million  of  dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate 
want  of  the  money.  You  offer,  for  a  given  sum  in  Treas- 
ury note*,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  monthly,  in  munitions  of  war,  in  rations,  or  in 
money,  until  an  amount  equal  to  the  value  of  the  notes  in 
the  market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
law  to  prevent  such  a  negotiation. 

But  how  does  it  differ  in  substance  from  u  bank  loan  ? 
In  a  negotiation  with  the  bauk,  you  give  your  note,  and 
usually  receive  the  notes  of  the  bank  as  money.  In  that 
supposed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  give 
your  note  or  agreement,  and  receive  Treasury  notes— the 
notes  of  the  Government — which  are  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  money.  In  form,  you  are  tho  lender;  in  effect, 
the  borrower.  Call  the  plan  by  what  name  you  will,  it  is 
a  bank  in  its  essential  features,  or  destined,  if  persisted  in, 
to  become  one.  It  is  now  but  iu  the  egg  stale ;  ond  I 
would  crush  it  in  the  egg. 

I  am  opposed  to  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  every  form  in  which 
-  It  can  be  presented ;  though  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  tho 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  It  is  not 
that  I  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the  Government,  or  its  per- 
fect ability  to  redeem  ten  times  the  amount  authorized  by 
the  bill.  It  is  because  I  believe  the  measure  unnecessary, 
if  not  unconstitutional.  It  is  becouso  all  experience  has 
shown  thai  the  power  of  raising  money  in  this  form,  eva- 
ding a  direct  responsibility,  is  fraught  with  mischief.  It 
wilt  be  abused,  as  it  has  always  been  abused.  I  will  re- 
sort to  any  and  every  other  usual  method  of  supplying  the 
necessary  wants  of  tho  Government.  I  will  vote  for  six 
millions,  or  ten  millions,  if  really  needed ;  to  be  raised  by 
u  sale  of  our  claims  upon  our  debtors  ;  by  way  of  loan,  or 
by  ■  tax:  but  I  will  vote  for  no  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
for  no  indirect  loan,  nor  for  any  sum  wtutover  to  create  a 
surplus  beyond  the  actual  wants  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  I.EGARE  rose  and  said :  If  the  House  will  indulge 
me,  Bir,  at  this  lute  hour,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject  before  it, 

I  candidly  confess  I  have  been  all  along  favorable  to  the 
issuing  of  these  (Treasury)  notes,  without  interest,  or 


bearing  very  small  interest— two  or  three  per  cent,  at  the 
outside — because  I  thought  they  would  answer,  and  an- 
swer very  effectually,  the  double  pur|>osc  of  relieving  the 
Government,  and  relieving,  in  almost  an  equal  degree,  the 
groat  body  of  the  people.  I  have  no  dread  at  all  of  such 
an  issue  leading  to  a  system  of  paper  money,  as  lias  been 
said  here  and  elsewhere.  For  one  I  go  for  no  such  sys- 
tem. I  do  not  claim  for  the  Government  the  right,  under 
the  constitution,  of  furnishing  a  circulating  medium,  as 
such,  to  the  community.  But  there  is  no  such  power  in- 
volved in  the  amendment  on  your  table,  or  in  that  modifi- 
cation of  it  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  ond  which  I  great, 
ly  prefer.  It  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  usual  forms 
of  borrow  ing  money,  within  the  very  letter  of  the  consti- 
tution. That  power  is  vested  in  Congress  without  any 
qualification  or  reserve  whatever,  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  shall  be  exercised.  By  what  authority— with 
what  color  of  plausibility,  can  genllemeu  pretend  to  say  to 
us,  you  may  borrow  thus,  but  not  thus — this  form  of  loan 
is  legal,  that  an  unheard  of  and  flagrant  usurpation  ?  Can 
it  bo  protended  that  the  founders  of  this  Government,  look- 
ing forward  to  the  infinitely  diversified  exigencies  of  a 
society  intended  to  be  perpetual,  spreading  over  a  country 
vast,  almost  beyond  description,  in  extent,  exposed  to  ail 
the  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war,  of  prosperity  and  distress, 
deliberately  deprived  it  of  a  means  of  raising  money,  to 
which  it  has  already  been  forced,  on  a  memorable  occasion, 
to  resort,  and  which  is  perfectly  familiar  iu  the  practice  of 
every  Government  in  the  civilized  world  ;  and  that,  too, 
when  the  power  is  conveyed  in  terms  as  large  and  com- 
prehensive as  language  can  bo  ?  I  say,  air,  that  this  con- 
venient form  of  loan,  which  consists  chiefly  in  anticipating 
to  meet  casual  exigencies,  the  current  revenues  of  a  coun- 
try, is  to  be  met  with  everywhere  in  Europe.  Every 
body  has  heard  of  the  distinction  between  floating  and 
funded  debt.  Iu  England  there  is  always  a  large  amount 
of  exchequer  bills  in  tho  market  The  securities  of  the 
Bank  of  England  consist  almost  exclusively  of  them,  as 
combining  safely  and  convenience  in  the  highest  possible 
degree.  In  the  continental  Stales,  Treasury  bonds  are  just 
as  common.  Iu  short,  if  we  were  not  the  only  people  upmi 
earth  so  happy  as  to  know  only  by  hearsay  of  the  expe- 
dients to  which,  in  the  conduct  of  difficult  affairs,  States 
are  everywhere  compelled  to  resort,  gentlemen  would 
scarcely  express  such  naive  astonishment  and  alarm  at  one 
of  the  most  usual  of  them. 

But  I  repeal  it,  sir,  I  am  not  committing  myself  to  the 
doctrine  that  thii  Government  has,  under  the  constitution, 
an  unlimited  control  over  our  currency,  cither  in  this  or 
in  any  other  form.  You  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  my  opin- 
ions arc  upon  that  subject,  from  those  generally  entertained  in 
the  part  of  the  country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  have  done  too  much  in  my  humble  way  to  fortify  aud  to 
diffuse  thom  opinions ;  I  know  too  well  their  importance, 
iu  a  Government  constituted  as  this  is,  to  the  weaker  part 
of  the  confederacy,  and  especiolly  now  that  that  weaker 
part  seems  threatened  with  serious  aggression,  to  abandon 
them,  nay,  nor  to  bate  one  jot  of  their  rigor  and  sternness, 
for  ihe  sake  of  a  mere  momentary  relief  and  convenience. 
I  admit  that  when  this  House  is  called  upon  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  issue  Treasury  notes,  as  in  every  other  case  of 
loan,  it  ought  to  see  that  the  Government  really  wants 
money,  and  wants  it  too  for  bona  fidt  federal  (not  nation- 
al, as  they  ore  culled,  or  notional)  purposes.  That  is  the 
restriction,  sir.  That  is  the  sound  practical  rule  from 
which  I  will  never  consent  to  depart;  and  if  I  did  not 
think  that  it  applied  to  our  actual  situation,  I  should  op- 
pose not  only  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  every  other  bill  for 
raising  supplies  at  ihe  present  moment.  But  the  case  pre- 
sented, and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  consider  the 
matter,  made  out  by  the  Executive,  is  that,  without  pressing 
with  a  most  rigid  and  probably  ruinous  severity  upon  its 
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the  deposit*  banks  and  the 
aggravating,  beyond 
of  the  times,  it  must  resort  to  yon  for  temporary  aid — for 
authority  to  anticipate  the  fruits  of  our  returning  prosperi- 
ty, without  formally  laying  the  foundation  of  •  new  nation- 
al debt,  and  to  create  a  species  of  loans,  which  will  not 
only  furnish  you  with  the  means  you  want,  but,  incident- 
ally, relieve  the  embarrassments  of  the  community,  and, 
especially,  in  the  great  and  important  interests  of  our  do- 
mestic exchanges. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  me,  (Mr. 
Wi»a,)you  are  turning  the  Government  into  a  bank— you 
are  creating  a  great  political  corporation  to  trade  in  money, 
at  the  very  moment  that  you  decide  it  to  be  inexpedient  to 
charter  a  commercial  corporation  for  the  same  purpose. 
Why,  air,  according  to  thia  very  novel  definition,  every 
debtor  is  a  banker — it  is  the  'borrower,  not  the  lender,  that 
belongs  to  that  privileged  class.  (A  laugh.)  If  thia  is 
true,  we  are  a  nation  of  bankers, — ["8o  you  are,"  from 
Mr.  Win] — "over-banked,"  to  use  the  common  phrase, 
with  a  vengeance.  But  on  what  possible  ground  can  auch 
•  proposition  be  advanced !  The  8 tales,  it  is  said,  are  for- 
bidden to  issue  bills  of  credit  What  are  bills  of  credit  1 
Mr.  Madison,  as  appears  from  one  of  the  documents  laid 
upon  our  tables,  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  some  distinc- 
tion in  Pennsylvania,  affirms,  without  hesitation,  and  as  a 
thing  quite  settled,  that  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of 
paper — its  distinctive  characteristic,  its  specific 
so  to  speak — that  it  be  made  a  legal  tender. 

[Mr.  Robbrtsov,  of  Virginia.    It  has  been 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Lksars.    Where,  when,  by  whom  T 
Mr.  Robkbtsox.    By  Judge  Story.]    (Oriee  of  "go 
goon.") 


.  Lkoarb 


oir,  i  hiii  examine  we  cor- 


rectness of  that  opinion  presently.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Madison  only  re- 
peated, in  live  letter  alluded  to,  the  opinions  which  he  had 
previously  either  expressly  or  implicitly  advanced,  not  cas- 
ually, loosely,  or  inconsiderately,  but  in  the  most  deliber- 

his  TmSmmj!*  Cong^ei!  in  the'  session  of 
he  goes  even  further  than  in  that  letter — further,  as  I  have 
said,  than,  as  at  present  advised,  I  am  quite  willing  to  fol- 
low him.  He  distinctly  presents  in  that  state  paper,  the 
alternative  of  a  national  bank  or  a  Government  currency. 
Now,  sir,  I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  the  House  and  to  truth,  I 

*  -   1   1#    - 1  I  ■■    _  1    .   .....  '    .  .    j  _|  .        .  _      .  .V-.* 

reei  myseii  oougeu  to  practise  in  debate,  to  state  mat 
General  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon  the  bank 
in  1791,  does  seem  to  treat  such  Government  issues  as  the 
wry  description  of  bills  of  credit,  so  notorious  under  the 
old  order  of  things,  and  therefore  interdicted  forever  to  the 
Jation  of  the  States.  He  admits,  indeed,  that  the  inter- 
does  not  apply  to  us,  directly,  but  he  very  reasonably 
ks  that  it  at  least  hints  a  rule  for  the  conduct  of  this 


Government,  which  it  ought  not  lightly  to  neglect.  To 
take  up  the  matter  on  principle  it  might  well  be  asked, 
what  harm  is  done  by  the  issue  of  paper  which  nobody  is 
obliged  to  receive,  and  every  body  may  profitably  use,  in 
payment  of  public  dues  1    But  even  if  you  allow,  as  I  will 


to  deny,  that  a  mere  issue  of  currency,  as 
thin  the  prohibition— what  do  you  mean  by 


currency  !    Is  it  pretended,  for  oxample,  that  the  Stales, 


with  their  vast  residuum  of  political  power  and  public  duty, 
cannot  borrow  money,  and  give  to  their  creditors  the  evi- 
dence of  debt  assignable  or  unassignable  !  And  if  these 
or  acknowledgments  of  debt  pass — as  pass  in 
of  active  commerce  they  inevitably  will— from 
I  to  hand,  do  they  become  violation*  of  the  constitution 
for  that  '  Sir,  it  is  a  false,  wild,  chimerical  conceit  that 
•uch  a  notion  ever  entered  into  the  heads  of  the  majority  of 
Vol.  XIV. 


in  1788,  or  that  kindred  idea,  so  often  ut- 
of  late,  that  all  banking  corporations  in  the  different 
States,  mere  private  partnerships  chartered  by  the  Legisla- 
tures, fall  virtually  within  the  prohibitory  clause.  It  seems 
to  rne  nothing  short  of  monstrous  to  imagine  that  the  States, 
charged  a*  they  are  with  all  the  high  obligations  of  civil 
society— of  defence  and  protection,  of  police,  of  educa- 
tion, of  justice— with  almost  every  thing  that  relates  to  the 
order  and  well  being  of  a  community,  could  have  thought, 
for  a  moment,  of  depriving  themselves  of  a  resource  without 
which,  in  modern  times,  no  free  commonwealth  can  pos- 
sibly manage  its  affairs  without  often  falling  into  the  most 
perplexing  and  even  perilous  embarrassments.  And  what 
is  the  argument  by  which  it  hrfMtempted  to  lay  them  under 
such  a  disability  1  Why,  that  Congress,  having  the  now- 
cr  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  was  in- 
tended to  have  a  complete  control  over  the  currency !  Now 
what  is  currency,  or  rather,  what,  in  these  time,  is  not ? 
Where  will  you  draw  any  practical  line  between  one  ac- 
knowledgment of  debt— one  bill  of  credit,  if  yon  please — 
and  another,  when  in  all  their  effects,  commercial  and  po- 
litical, they  are  evidently  the  same  1  Sir,  having  bestow- 
ed much  thought  and  research  upon  this  most  difficult  and 
important  of  all  the  subjects  that  now  challenge  the  atten- 
tion of  a  public  man,  with  opportunities  perhaps  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  to  the  forming  of  cor- 
rect conclusions  for  the  conduct  of  affairs,  than  it  has  fal- 
len to  the  lot  of  most  persons  to  enjoy,  and  finding,  after 
so  many  nights  and  days  of  patient  inquiry,  the  difiSculties 
which  surround  this  subject  almost  as  many  and  (to  me) 
as  formidable  as  ever,  I  have  been  filled  with  wonder  since 
I  came  here  at  the  confident  and  dogmatical  tone  of  many 
persons  (on  all  sides)  whose  conclusions  have  cost  them 
tar  less  pains,  and  been  adopted  without  any  such  loss  of 
time.  Among  other  things  coolly  taken  for  granted,  is  the 
meaning  of  this  word  "currency."  Now,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men will  be  at  the  trouble  of  looking  into  the  minutes  of 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons charged  with  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  in  1838,  tbey  will  find  that,  with  the  exception  of 
small  sums  paid  away  in  wages,  the  whole  circulating  me- 
oium  or  Liancasotre,  w  arwicksnire,  tne  west  Hitting  oi 
Yorkshire,  and  other,  if  not  all,  of  the  great  manufac- 
turing districts  of  England,  consisted  at  no  remote  period 
exclusively  of  bills  of  exchange.*  The  whole  circulation, 
I  nay,  in  which  the  immense  business  of  the  most  flourish- 
ing manufacturing  and  commercial  empire  in  the  world  is 
transacted— and  especially  that  part  of  its  trade  which  has 
done  so  much  to  enrich  both  this  country  and  England- 
is  almost  entirely  composed  of  common  mercantile  paper, 
with  which  Government,  according  to  the  opinions  of  our 
people  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  has,  by  the  con- 
fession of  all  men,  nothing  whatever  to  do.  Sir,  I  shall 
have,  I  trust,  some  future  and  better  opportunity  of  going 
more  at  large  into  that  subject,  which  has,  for  some  time 
past,  so  deeply  engaged,  and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  add, 
agitated  the  minds  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States— 
I  mean  the  credit  system,  under  which  this  nation  has 
grown  up  to  be  what  it  is.    But  1 1 


be  banks 


»No.«06.  Mr.  Dyer. " 
but  tills  of  exchange." 

No.  4274.  The  same.  '-To  deny  the  1 
Issue.  Ui  .-ui!«f  tli' y  iwii.  only  s«<?t  !.••;<•».  is  to  i 
out  •  difference  \'F 

It  is  stated  In  No.  -1361,  that  thei  banks  of  Lancashire,  at  that  tun-, 
did  not  issue  notes,  properly  so  called,  but  drafts,  at  different  dates  up 


of  excitement,  they  were  circulates  to  an  immense  amount.and  did  as 
much  mischief  by  an  enlarged  currency  of  paper  as  was  done  in  other 
fiarta  of  K island  by  notes. 

So  No. 5329,  ibid.  "  Billsof  exchanire  form  at  present  (1*K)  the  f 
currency  of  Lancashire,  and  they  formed  almost  the  exclusive  « 
cy,  with  the  exception  of  small  notes  |i»id  for  wages,  till  wllhit 
seven  years"— [1*15  to  1830.1 

follows  the  statement  that  nine  tenths  of  all  the  business  of  ths 
above  are  represented  by  small  bills. 
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occasion  to  remark  how  very  loosely,  with  what  a  danger- 
ous latitude  both  of  phrase  and  opinion,  we  aro  in  the  habit 
of  treating  these  matters,  involving  aa  Ihey  do  all  the 
fundamental  interests  of  society,  and  of  eiemplifying  the 
remark  in  the  use  of  one  of  the  most  familiar  terms  that  oc- 
cur in  our  debates  and  declamation*.  We  talk  of  bank  pa- 
per as  if  all  the  harm  done  by  expansions  of  currency  were 
owing  to  it  alone.  Why,  sir,  bank  notes,  even  in  the 
times  of  the  most  extravagant  issues,  are  but  a  part,  and 
even  a  very  email  part,  of  the  circulation  set  in  motion  by 
the  operation  of  the  credit  system,  at  a  period  of  great  ex- 
citement, in  communities  advanced  in  civilization,  and  hav- 
ing all  the  facilities  of  an  extended  commerce.  Tbey  are 
the  efflorescence — so  to  excess  it — the  flower,  the  blossom 
of  the  currency  of  such  a  country,  essential,  I  ndmit,  to  its 
perfection  and  fruitful  nee*,  but  no  more  the  whole  body 
and  frame  of  that  mighty  tree,  than  that  castorn  portico  is 
to  this  capitol.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go,  at  this 
time,  into  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in  all  its  hear- 
ings and  extent,  and  I  have  Maid  already  enough  to  awaken 
the  Jloufcc  to  the  danger  of  those  loose  and  sweeping  gen- 
eralities in  which  it  is  become  so  much  the  habit,  in  this 
country,  to  deal,  even  in  the  mo. 


As  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  then,  to  is- 
sue thews  notes,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  reference  to  the  objections  mainly 
relied  on  in  this  discussion,  and  especially  by  the  gentlemen 
over  the  way,  [Messrs.  Flstchbr,  Phillips,  and  Ccsa- 
iire,  of  Massachusetts.)  But  to  the  isttuing  them  without 
interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for  which  I  repeat  my 
decided  preference,  another  difficulty  has  been  presented  by 
my  friend  from  Virginia  near  me,  [Mr.  Robkbtsov.]  He 
maintained  that  an  the  constitution  forbids  any  thing  but 
gold  und  silver  to  be  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  States,  it 
implicitly  requires  that  we  should  pay  the  debts  of  this 
Government  only  in  specie  or  in  what  is  equivalent  to  it. 
And  yet,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  the  gentlemen  pro- 
ceeded to  denounce  the  Executive  for  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  bank  notes  of  the  States,  which  he  maintained  arc 
really  not  all  depreciated.  Sir,  on  this  last  head  I  agree 
with  him  entirely,  at  least  ao  far  a*  regards  the  state  of 
our  paper  currency  in  the  Southern  Stales.  I  maintained 
when  I  first  came  here,  what  has  been  since  demonstrated 
in  a  masterly  argument  in  another  part  of  this  building,* 
and  is  strikingly  corroborated  by  the  recent  fell  in  ex- 
changes, that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been  raised  by  an  ex- 
traordinary foreign  demand,  end  was  no  proof  whatever  of 
the  redundancy  of  the  circulation,  which  has  been  very 
much  reduced  within  the  last  ten  months,  end  is  probably 
even  inadequate  to  the  necessary  exchanges  of  the  country, 
in  the  usual  course  of  business.  But  if  this  is  true,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under  the 
constitution  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt,  becomes  that 
tummum  jut  which,  all  the  world  over,  is  gumma  injuria. 
And  if  this  is  the  case  as  between  individuals,  why  should 
a  rule  so  very  different  be  applied  to  the  transactions  of 
Government  T  Nay,  the  news  brought  us  from  New  York 
this  morning  is  that,  while  gold  is  only  at  5  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, Treasury  drafts  are  at  4 :  for  you  must  remark,  sir, 
that  the  letter  of  Prime,  Ward,  it  Co.,  received  just  now, 
is  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  that  time  a  most 
decided  change  has  taken  place  in  the  specie  market  as  well 
as  in  foreign  bills.  I  think,  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  af- 
firming tbst  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  contem- 
plated Treasury  notes  railing  below  what,  by  the  confes- 
sion of  the  gentleman  himself,  ought  to  satisfy  any  man 
not  bent  upon  euforcing  a  contract  according  to  the  ut- 
most rigor  of  the  law,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  equity 
and  good  conscience.  We  shall  pay  our  creditors  in  what 
is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank  notes  which  are  there 
♦  By  Mr.  Kin*,  of  Georgia. 


acknowledged  to  be  at  their  full  value  in  reference  to  all 
other  commodities  but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Mr.  Robbhtso*  said  nothing  was  at 
was  not  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  or  i 
effect.] 

Mr.  Lboabb.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault  with  the 
Government  for  demanding  gold  and  silver  of  its  debtors  1 
The  gentleman  is  plainly  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  is 
not  easy  for  him  to  extricate  himself. 

[Mr.  Robbbtbojt  said,  with  the  pcrmisstonof  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  be  would  make  a  brief  expla- 
nation. He  bad  not  at  all  discussed  the  question  of  de- 
preciation. He  could  not  admit,  however,  that  paper 
money  was  not  depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  insisted 
that  it  must  always  be  regarded,  in  s  legal  sense,  as  depre- 
ciated when  below  the  legal  standard — gold  and  silver,  with- 
out regard  to  the  causes,  whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or 
any  other,  which  may  have  occasioned  the  difference. 
Slill  ho  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting  gold  and 
sil  vcr  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  when  it 
could  not  be  procured  but  at  a  high  premium,  and  when, 
indeed,  there  was  scarcely  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
the  people  than  depreciated  paper.  He  thought  it  wae  op- 
pressive in  this  Government  to  exact  this  sacrifice— to  re- 
ject that  which  the  State  Governments  were  content  to  re- 
ceive ;  and  what,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  between  man 
and  man,  it  would  be  deemed  immoral  aud  dishonorable  to 
refuse.] 

Sir,  I  am  charmed  to  bear  the  gentleman  say  ao.  Then 
why  should  the  public  creditor  call  upon  the  Government 
to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an  immoral  and  dishonorable  thing  ; 
and  wby  should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  offer  him 
what  is  at  this  moment  four  per  cent,  better  than  thepnper 
which,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  ought 
to  satisfy  every  equitable  and  conscientious  man  !  But  tlio 
truth  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all  from  those  to  whom 
we  shall  have  payments  to  make,  and  through  whose  hands 
these  notes  will,  almost  without  exception,  make  their  wey 
into  circulation.  They  will  receive  them  cheerfully,  and 
without  hesitation  ;  and  although  I  perfectly  appreciate  the 
delicate  and  honorable  scruples  which  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  feci  about  offering,  in  satisfaction  of  the  public  dues,  a 
paper  ever  so  little  inferior  to  the  only  legal  tender  recog- 
nised in  the  constitution,  yet  I  cannot  myself,  in  a  matter 
left,  after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  party,  con- 
sent to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the  public  good 
to  what  i  mutt  consider  as  a  superstitious  adherence  to  the 
mere  letter  of  the  law.  Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  sub- 
jects, now  regards  the  precious  metals  us  any  thing  but  an 
approximation,  and  often  a  very  imperfect  i 
to  a  correct  measure  of  value.  They  have 
from  the  necessity  of  the  tiling,  as  the  two  great  < 
modities  of  commerce"  furnishing  a  ready  medium  of  ex- 
change for  all  others,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  best  practical 
meana  of  comparing  them;  but  tbey  are  still,  like  the  rest, 
mere  commodities  subject  to  a  very  grrat  fluctuation  in 
value,  according  to  the  common  principles  which  govern 
prices.  The  present  state  of  things  furnishes,  in  my  opin- 
ion, a  striking  example  of  this  important  truth ;  and  now, 
1  nsk,  whether  any  really  just  man  ought  to  complain  of  ua 
if  we  offer  him  these  notes,  with  the  most  perfect  liberty  to 
refuse  them  at  hie  own  discretion,  and  treat  us  as  debtors 
on  his  unsettled  account ;  if,  in  making  that  offer,  we  hold 
to  him  the  frank,  manly,  and  reasonable  language  dictated 
to  ua  by  the  truth  of  the  case,  and  the  actual  situation  of 
the  country — il  we  say  to  him  "  gold  and  silver,  which  is 
in  strict  Isw,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  yourdue,  we 
have  none  1  By  an  unforeseen  and  terrible  revulsion,  by 
contingencies  beyond  any  human  control,  our  debtors  havo 
been,  and  are  still,  unable  to  meet  their  i 
us  in  the  usual  way.    The  country  is  in 
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to  do  so,  pre*  them  to  a  KtermI  compliance  with  their  con- 
tracts, without  involving  our  whole  people,  more  or  lew,  in 
the  fearful  consequences  of  the  bankruptcy  that  would  pro- 
bably cnfiuc.  We  give  you,  however,  an  acknowledgment 
of  jour  claims  against  us,  which  will  be  every  where  nearly 
as  good,  in  some  parts  of  ihe  country'probably  better,  than 
the  precious  metals— which,  at  all  events,  is  at  a  premium, 
in  reference  to  what  you  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from 
a  private  debtor ;  and  we  pot  it  to  your  patriotism  and  your 
sense  of  justice,  to  decide  whether  we  hare  not,  to  all  sub- 
stantial purposes,  complied  with  our  engagements."  8ir, 
depend  upon  it,  such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
generosity  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in  every  aspect 
of  the  case,  being,  as  I  conceive,  fully  established,  the  on- 
ly remaining  question  is,  in  what  farm  will  these  notes  be 
most  beneficial  to  the  public  T  Whether  it  is  better  to  is- 
sue them  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6  per  cent , 
or  bearing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or  a  very  Bmall  one,  to 
be  ascertained  by  the  House?  And  this  brings  me  to  the 
differences  between  roe  and  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more  accu- 
rately, perhaps,  between  the  Senate  and  the  committee  of 
this  House.  Sir,  1  admit  that  these  notes,  at  a  higher  rate 
of  interest  than  I  approve,  would  serve  an  excellent  pur- 
pose as  remittances  to  Europe;  but  exchange',  as  we  have 
seen,  are  already  fallen  nearly  60  per  cent,  withfn  a  very 
few  days,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  as  soon 
as  the  coming  crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  they  will 
be  down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improvement  in 
our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately  not  so  good.  An 
immense  debt  is  due  from  the  West  and  the  Southwest  to 
the  great  commercial  capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of  interest  will 
contribute  no  aid  whatever.  They  will,  you  may  rely 
upon  it,  sir,  be  instantly  bought  up  by  capitalists  for  invest- 
ment. They  will  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silTer 
have  disappeared.  In  consequence  of  the  shock  given  to 
all  credit  by  the  late  revuUion,  there  are  immense  deposiles 
in  all  your  banks  waiting  for  some  safe  opportunity  to  lay 
them  out  on  any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  no 
weight  at  all  with  me,  not  only  because,  as  I  said  just  now, 
a  very  material  change  has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bullion 
since  that  date,  but  for  several  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not  intended  to 
go  into  the  market  at  all.  My  idea  of  the  proper  use  to 
W  made  of  them  is,  that  they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  I 
have  naid,  to  the  functionaries  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  repeat,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  be 
readily  accepted  by  thorn,  and  that  the  extravagant  rates 
of  exchange  between  the  different  parts  of  the  country  will 
keep  them  up  at  a  considerable  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bank  paper,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a  par  with  gold 
and  silver. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  be  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambbsl- 
n*:]  That  gentleman  had  taken  occasion,  in  answering 
the  remarks  which  be  (Mr.  Pattob)  made  on  yesterday, 
to  express  himself  iti  a  manner,  to  say  the  least,  rude  and 
uncoarteoos.  He  said,  as  I  understand,  that  he  had  sup- 
posed I  bad  more  sagacity  than  not  to  perceive  the  derign 
sod  effect  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
I  am  a  man,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  vary  hum- 
i  in  point  of  sagacity,  and  surety  will  not  un- 
to rival  the  claims,  in  that  regard,  of  so  profound 
and  sagacious  a  statesman  and  financier  ns  tho  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  ond  Moans :  that  is  a  comparison 
which  it  would  be  more  becoming  in  him,  as  well  as  my- 
self, to  leave  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  and  others. 
I  think,  by  this  time,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  the  chairman  of 
of  Waya  and 


only  myself,  but  many  other  members — whom  I  will  not 
do  the  injustice  even  of  comparing  with  him  in  point  of 
wisdom  and  sagacity — have  been  unable  to  see  the  evil  ten- 
dencies of  the  proposed  amendment.  Although  they  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  illumination  shed  upon  the  subject 
by  the  sagacious  chairman,  they  regard  the  objections  made 
by  him  as  unsound  snd  frivolous  as  I  do ;  objections  which, 
whatever  estimate  I  may  have  put  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  prove  that  he  does  not  possess 
one  whit  more  sagacity  than  I  supposed  him  to  hare. 

What  is  it  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  tells  us  is  the  character  and  effect,  and  even,  a» 
he  intimates,  Ihe  object  of  this  amendment  1  Why,  that 
it  will  give  the  United  Slates  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  a  ben- 
efit of  at  least  one  bundled  thousand  dollars.  How  does 
he  make  out  this!  What  plausible  or  even  colorable  proof 
of  this  assertion  has  he  adduced  t  These  bonds  which  he 
assumes  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bank 
alone,  can  or  will  purchase,  are  bonds  bearing  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent,  payable  in  one,  two,  and  three  years.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  8tates,  as  is  notorious,  so  far  from  be- 
ing desirous  or  interested  in  taking  in  such  bonds,  has 
been  recently  issuing  new  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  in  England,  in  order  to  strengthen  herself,  and  ena- 
bling her  the  better  to  live  through  the  present  calamitous 
condition  of  our  commercial  and  moneyed  affairs.  But 
sgain  :  the  amendment  limits  the  sale  of  the  bonds  at  par, 
with  liberty  to  the  Secretary  to  get  as  much  more  than  par 
aa  he  can.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  these  bonds  will  not  sell 
at  par  * 

[Mr.  Cambbbikxb  here  said  that  he  said  no  such  thing  ] 
Mr.  Pattoh  resumed.    I  did  not  say  he  said  so.    I  put 
the  questioo — are  these  bonds  worth  par  or  not  1    If  not, 
then  they  will  not  be  sold,  for  the  amendment  prohibits  it; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  proposes  to  provide  for 
that  contingency,  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  raise  six 
millions  of  dollars  by  direct  loan.    If  they  are  worth  par, 
or  more  than  par,  by  what  authority  of  feet  or  reason  can 
it  be  assumed  that  nobddy  will  purchase  hut  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bank  of  the  United  States  !    Why,  we  have  been 
constantly  told  during  the  last  spring  and  summer,  from  a 
source  of  high  authority  with  some  gentlemen,  (though  of 
very  little  weight  with  me,)  that  this  institution  was  upon 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy;  that  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Biddle 
that  bis  bank  could  have  continued  to  psy  specie  was  an 
empty  and  unfounded  boast.     We  know  that  this  bank 
has  liecn  engaged  in  large  mercantile  and  financial  opera- 
tions, which  have  probably  employed  all  her  disposable 
means.    Still,  I  think  it  msy  be  possible  that  she  might 
purchase  these  bonds ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  she  cannot  do 
so  unless  at  their  full  value.    What  possible  injury  can  be 
done  to  the  Government  by  getting  its  debt  fully  paid  in 
advance  1    The  amendment  throws  the  bonds  into  mar- 
ket; it  invites  the  competition  of  all  capitalists  here  and  in 
England,  and  thereby  insures  a  sale  upon  the  best  possible 
terms.    And  I  am  warranted,  upon  the  opinion  of  an  emi- 
nent merchant,  who  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  members 
of  this  House,  [Mr.  Philips,]  in  expressing  the  opinion 
that  they  will  sell  readily  and  at  a  premium.  It  is  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  me  who  purchases  them,  even  although 
it  be  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylvania.  If 
she  will  give  more  for  them  than  any  other  institution  or 
individual,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  ;  indeed,  it  is 
with  me  rather  a  recommendation ;  for  then  the  separation 
nnd  divorce  of  the  Government  from  that  bank  would  be 
final  and  complete.    I  am  not  to  be  deterred  from  advoca- 
ting n  measure  by  which  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  may 
be  met  out  of  our  own  funds  without  loan  or  taxation,  by 
having  the  ghost  of  the  United  States  Bank  paraded  be- 
fore my  eyes.    It  seems  to  he  perpetually  flitting  before  the 
apprehensions  of  some  gentlemen,  disturbing  their  eompo- 
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cry,"  1  fear  it  not.  I  have  borne  my  pari  in  the  war  that 
lias  been  waged  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
during  the  last  four  or  five  yean.  It  ia  dead  and  buried, 
and  wo  performed  ita  funeral  oUequic*  in  solemn  form 
only  a  day  or  two  ago.  Thia  amendment  proposes  to  sever 
the  laat  link  of  connexion  with  thia  deceased  institution. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  asks,  are  wc  going 
to  place  the  Government  in  the  degradin %  attitude  of  an  en- 
dorter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stale*  ?  And  why  shall 
we  not  endorse  oar  own  bond*  on  which  we  want  to  raise 
mouey  !  What  degradation  ia  there  in  thia  1  Does  not 
every  man  who  sells  a  bond  endorse  it  1  Who  hoe  ever 
been  degraded  by  it  t  The  whole  effect  of  the  endorsement 
or  assignment  ia,  that  if  the  bank  doe*  not  discharge  ita  ob- 
ligation when  due,  the  Government  will  indemnify  the  pur- 
chaeera.  How  will  that  continue  the  connexion  with  the 
bank  more  than  now  exists  1  The  whole  amount  of  it  is, 
that  if  the  bonds  are  sold,  the  Government  insurea  them  to 
the  purchaser.  If  we  hold  them,  we  stand  our  own  insu- 
rer. If  the  bank  fails  to  pay  them,  the  Government  loses 
the  amount  in  one  case  as  well  as  the  other.  There  is  no 
new  liability  incurred,  and  in  the  worst  event  that  can  hap- 
pen, the  failure  of  the  bank  before  the  bonds  became  due — 
of  which  I  have  not  the  least  apprehension — the  Govern- 
will  have  had  the  use  of  the  amount  of  the  bonds  ia 
;  her  pressing  engagements,  and  in  the  end  will  only 
have  to  provide  funds  to  reimburse  the  purchaser,  precisely 
in  the  same  way  aa  you  must  provide  funds  to  take  up  your 
Treasury  notes,  if  you  issue  them. 

*  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ia  right  in  assum- 
ing that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  purchase  (be 
bonds,  then  what  becomes  of  his  objection  to  the  Govern- 
ment being  the  endorser  1  If  the  bank  purchases,  or  rather 
anticipates  the  payment  of  ita  bonds,  there  is  an  end  of 
all  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Government — there  ia  no  en- 
dorsement. 

I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  had  heretofore  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  in 
urging  a  disconnexion  between  the  United  States  Bank 
and  the  Government,  who  had  heretofore  been  so  ready  to 
sell  the  stock  of  the  Government  in  that  bank,  did  not  at 
once  and  eagerly  avail  himself  of  the  present  opportunity. 
I  referred  to  his  recommendation  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  two  or  three  years  »go,  that 
the  stock  should  he  sold  to  meet  contingent  expenses,  in 
the  event  of  difficulties  with  France,  I  understand  hia 
answer  to  thia  to  be  that  the  proposition  was  not  to  sell  tha 
stock,  but  to  use  funds  of  the  Government  then  due  from 
the  bank.  Why,  air,  I  read,  and  will  read  again,  from  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  Caxbuleitb,  on  tha  27th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1835,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in 
connexion  with  our  difficulties  with  France : 

"  It  ia  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  our  means  are  ad- 
equate to  meet  any  exigency  without  recourse  to  loans  or 
taxes.  The  bill  now  before  the  House,  authorizing  the 
sale  of  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  would, 
if  adopted,  afford  all  the  revenue  necessary.  The  commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  that  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  fund  to  be 
derived  from  that  source  should  be  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arming  our  fortifications,"  dee. 

The  bill  referred  to  in  this  extract,  for  selling  the  stock, 
had  been  reported  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of 
President  Jackson.  And,  as  an  additional  support  to  the 
measure  now  recommended,  I  will  read  a  passage  from  the 
menage  of  General  Jackson,  of  the  session  of  1884  and 
1836.  After  speaking  of  the  danger  and  impropriety  of 
continuing  any  connexion  between  the  Government  and  { 
tha  bank,  the  President  proceeds : 

"  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  yon  that  a  law 
be  passed  authorising  the  sale  of  the  public  stock;"  and 
"that  all  laws  connecting  the  Government  or  its  officers 
with  the  bank,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  repealed;  aud  that 


.da 


the  institution  be  left  hereafter  to  ita  ow 
means." 

The  bill,  which  was  the  answer  to  this  i 
was  favored  with  the  approbation  of  the 


New  York.  Now,  sir,  is  it  wonderful  that  I  should  be 
suprised  that  any  opponent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  friend  of  the  administration,  pledged  to 
walk  in  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  should  oppose 
the  present  proposition  to  sell  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sates,  and  thereby  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government,  without  recourse  to  loans  or  taxes?" 

The  means  recommended  by  the  late  President  for  dis- 
connecting the  Government  with  the  bank;  the  meana  re- 
commended by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  [Mr.  CaJtannxaire]  for  supplying  the  demands 
of  the  Government  without  resorting  to  loans  or  taxes,  are 
now  resisted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Meana,  [Mr.  Cajtbrslesu,)  although  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government  can  be  no  otherwise  met  but  by  adopt- 
ing it,  or  resorting  t»  loans  and  taxes.  I  repeat  that  I  am 
surpuscd  that  any  real  opponent  of  the  Rank  of  the  t'niled 
Slates  should  oppose  this  amendment.  If  the  proposition 
had  come  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Meana,  how  many  of  those  who  opposed  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  would  have  resisted  it?  I  venture  to 
say,  very  few,  if  one.  Why  should  we  not  avail  ourselves 
of  our  own  resource*,  sell  our  own  stocks,  rather  than 
create  a  new  national  debt;  now  when  the  shouts  of  grat- 
ubuon  for  the  extinguishment  of  (he  old  debt  are  still  ring- 
ing in  our  ears! 

So  much  for  that  subject.  I  wish  now  to  make  some 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  tha  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Thomas,]  upon  the  other  branch  of  the  amendment. 
It  proposes  to  legalize  thn  practice  heretofore  pursued  by 
the  Treasury,  of  issuing  Treasury  drafts  upon  the  deposito 
banks,  and  to  reouire  and  compel  him  to  receive  these 
drafts  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  when  not  paid  by 
the  banks  in  funds  acceptable  to  the  bolder.  This  prac- 
tice has  been  pursued  since  the  sus[«nsion  of  specie  pay- 
ments without  any  difficulty  so  for  aa  the  Treasury  is  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public  creditor. 
It  makes  available  those  funds  of  the  Treasury  which  are 
now  pronounced  to  be  unavailable.  These  drafts  are  now 
only  one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  below  specie.  Under 

lions  of  their  debt  to  the  Government,  and  if  it  be  contin- 
ued, I  have  great  hopes  that  all  the  depositc  banks  will  dis- 
charge the  balances  due  from  them,  satisfactorily  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  without  embarrassment  or  inconve- 
nience to  themselves.  Can  any  gentleman  reasonably  bopo 
that  Treasury  notea  will  have  a  better  credit  than  Treasury 
drafts  ?  These  Treasury  drafts  will  answer,  aa  they  have 
done  aa  a  medium  of  circulation,  as  a  means  of  supplying 
domestic  exchange.  Treasury  notes,  especially  if  they 
bear  interest,  will  not  circulate  as  currency  ;  they  will  be 
taken  up  for  investment,  and  go  into  the  hands  of  money- 
ed capitalists,  and  "  rag  barons,"  aa  it  ia  the  fashion  of 
one  class  of  politicians  to  characterize  men  of  wealth  and 
moneyed  institutions. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says  that  there  have 
lieen  decisive  indications  given  by  this  House  that  the  is- 
suing of  Treasury  drafts,  as  has  been  heretofore  done, 
should  be  discontinued,  and  expresses  his  astonishment 
that  tha  proposition  made  by  me,  and  accepted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  should  have  been  made,  after  these 
decisive  indications.  W  hen,  where,  and  how,  have  such 
indications  been  given  by  this  House  ?  No  such  evidence 
has  been  given,  no  such  views  have  been  developed,  as 
the  opinion  of  this  House.  . 

It  is  true,  that  we  have  had  sent  down  to  us  from  the 
Senate  s  bill  which  proposes  to  indulge  the  deposite  banks, 
to  give  tbera  indulgence  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  Govero- 
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to  three  instalments,  at  4t  6,  and  9  months,  anJ 

then  to  turn  them  over,  if  tboy  do  not  pay,  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  all  hie  gold 
and  silver  notions. 

The  proposition  now  before  yon  holda  oat  to  the  banks 
an  indulgence  indefinite  and  unlimited,  at  the  same  time 
thst  it  sffords  relief  to  the  Government  and  the  people,  by 
authorising  an  issue  of  drafta  drawn  upon  tbeee  funds  in 
the 


the  banks.  I  make  an  appeal  to  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  West  snd  Southwest,  whoso 
banks  owe  the  largcti  sums,  and  which  I  am  told  by  a 
member  from  that  region  cannot  probably  resume  specie 
payments  in  loss  than  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  and 
ask  iheaf  how  they  can  reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  re- 
fuse thu  amendment !  The  measure  I  propose  will  give 
these  banks  an  indefinite  indulgence,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  their  balances  available  to  the  Government  without 
the  cost  of  a  dollar,  and  in  a  way  entirely  free  from  nil 
constitutional  difficulty,  while  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  Executive  have  a  direct  tendency  (I  speak  of  all 
the  measures,  including  the  sub-Treasury  scheme)  to  in- 
crease the  demand  for  specie — to  make  difficulties  in  the 
Way  of  resuming  specie  payments.  I  ask  the  gentlemen 
from  the  Went  and  Southwest,  if  they  are  ready  to  agree 
that  their  banks  shall  be  treated  as  bankrupts,  and  to  have 
them  pounced  on  by  the  district  attorneys  of  tho  United 
Slates  under  the  pending  law  ?  Tho  necessary  efTect  of 
this  would  be,  that  those  banks 


those  indented  to  the  banks  must  sue  their  debtors,  and 
thus  all  the  people  in  those  regions  must  be  involved  in 
one  common  ruin. 

It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  means  of  meeting  the 
exigencies  of  the  country,  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
arc  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  with  or  with- 
out interest.  I  am  not  able  to  see  how  Treasury  notes, 
.  only  upon  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
as  a  circulating  medium,  can  be  distin- 
guished from  bills  of  credit — strictly  a  Government  paper 
money.  As  at  present  advised,  I  cannot  vote  for  such  s 
bill,  because  I  can  see  no  constitutional  authority  in  this 
Government  to  issue  bills  of  credit. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  think  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman,  modified  as  it  has  been,  on 
my  motion,  having  the  a  fleet  of  supplying  the  requisite 
means  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  without 
taxes  or  loans,  ought  to  receive  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Still,   however,  if  ^the  House  reject  this  ^  amendment, 

money  can  bo  suggested,  I  will  vote  for  a  loan  of 
money,  and  the  issue  of  certificates  of  loan  in  the  form  of 
Treasury  notes  bearing  interest.  In  that  form,  I  consider 
them  substantially  a  loan,  snd  therefore  constitutional; 
though  I  would  prefer  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  CU8HING  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lboabi.  He 
quoted  Judges  Story,  Marshall,  and  other  authorities,  to 
show  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit. 

Mr.  FOSTER  replied,  arguing  that  Treasury  notes,  to 
become  bills  of  credit,  must  be  issued  as  a  circulating  me- 
dium. He  denied  that  a  high  or  low  rate  of  interest 
altered  the  case.    He  argued  at 


Mr.  MEN E FEE  addressed  the  House  at  large,  in  an 
eloquent  and  earnest  speech,  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  terminated  the  discussion  by  calling 
for  the  prcvi.  >u*  question. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that,  if  it  should  prevail,  the  main 
question  would  ho  on  the  Hou?e  bill  as  at  first  reported 
from  the    Vr™,!!**!  of  Ways  snd  Means.  ^Cutting  off, 

meoVthe'C 


On  the  question  of  sustaining  the  call  for  the 
question  there  was  a  tie,  the  ajes  being  88,  and  the  noes 
88.  The  Chaxb  voting  in  tho  negative,  it  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  pressed  for  action  on  the 
bill,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
position thst  a  vote  should  be  had  this  night. 

Mr.  WISE  replied,  admitting  that  he  had  given  such  a 
pledge  but  for  himself  only.  He  did  not  undertake  to 
command  the  House,  or  speak  for  it  as  at  his  bidding. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  House  in  a  speech  of  great  animation  till  late  in  the 
evening. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  read  to  the  House,  from  a 


recently  received,  and  not  yet  generally  distributed,  in  re- 
ply to  a  call  for  the  correspondence  of  the  Treasury  with 
various  individuals,  touching  the  terms  of  their  reception 


of  course,  Mr.  Cas«bilmo'«  smendm* 


bill.] 


individuals,  touching  ' 
of  Treasury  notes  for  specie  ;  and  in  which  many  con 
cial  capitalists  declined  altogether  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  such  a  transaction. 

The  question  was  «t  length  obtained  on  the  amend, 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Uanaawooa,  and  decided  ae  fol- 
lows : 

Ysss — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
Alien,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Cslhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney, 
Corwio,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cashing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  Da  vies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  R-  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grcnnell,  Griffin,  Halted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hop- 
kins, R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  C.  John- 
son, Lewler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Raridcn.Rced,  Ranch- 
er, Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumaey,  RusnelL  Sawyer,  A.  H. 
Sheppord,  C.  bhepard,  Sibley,  Slnde,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stratum,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillingbast,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  William*,  Wise,  and 
York*— 104. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alhertnn,  Beatty, 
Beirne.  BickneU,  Birdssli,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Branson, 
Bruyn,  Buchanan,  CumUreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Che- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,Coles, 
Conner,  Crsry,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole, 
Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
N.  Jonas,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmhh, 
Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.M. 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W. 
.Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer, 
Parker.  Parmcnter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Pholpn, 
Plomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Roily,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Rives,  Shefler,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  8tewsrt,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Toacey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Vanderreer, 
Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W. 
Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yell— 11*. 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Uhdkhwood  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  RHETT  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be,  if  agreed  to,  to  make  the  bilk  payable 
"  upon  presentation,"  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
date,  and  to  divest  them  of  the  character  of  interest- bearing 

of  Mr  WILLIAMS,  of 
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Satvbdat,  Octo 

Ak  soon  M  the  journal  vu  reed, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  an 
explanation;  and,  by  general  consent,  was  allowed  to 
do  ao. 

It  would  be  recollected  (he  aaid)  that  be  had,  on  the 
preceding  day,  referred  to  the  fate  of  proposition*  made  at 
former  session  ft,  to  investigate  alleged  abuaea  in  our  Indian 
nfVaira,  oat  of  which  the  Creek  and  Seminole  wars  had 
grown.  With  respect  to  one  of  these  propositions,  by  the 
gentleman  from  A  Warns,  he  had  stated  that,  after  (hat 
gentleman  had  moved  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, a  motion  was  made  to  refer  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  which  motion  prevailed :  and  he  bad 
then  inquired  whether  any  report  or  message,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  reference,  had  been  sent  by  the  President 
of  jbe  United  States  to  this  House.  The  question  (Mr. 
A.  said)  he  had  asked,  because  he  was  ignorant  whether 
such  a  report  or  message  had  been  sent  or  not.  He  did 
not  assert  that  such  a  report  had  not  been  made,  bat  he 
had  asked  for  information.  To  this  inquiry  he  had  receiv- 
ed no  answer;  from  which  he  inferred  that  no  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  House  by  the  President  upon 
the  subject.  Afterward,  however,  he  had  been  informed 
that  a  menage  had  l>een  sent  to  the  House  on  the  subject 

J oat  before  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
iad  been  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Not 
having  been  printed  before  the  close  of  the  session,  it  had 
not  come  to  his  knowledge.  It  was  printed  afterwards, 
and  constituted  No.  164  of  the  Executive  Documents. 
Since  the  adjournment  last  evening,  he  had  seen  it,  and 
had  read  as  much  of  it  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  read 
between  ten  o'clock  last  night  and  the  meeting  of  the  House 
this  morning ;  and,  he  most  say,  that  a  more  heart-sick- 
ening document  he  bad  never  read.  It  goea  (said  he)  to 
prove  to  demonstration,  if  demonstration  be  required,  the 
necessity  of  a  full  investigation  into  these  abuses,  by  the 
order  of  Congress.  There  were  disclosures  enough,  even 
in  this  document,  to  make  the  blood  tingle  in  the  veins  of 
every  man  who  read  it.  ' 

Mr.  A.  said  lie  bad  thought  proper  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, because  be  was  not  willing  that  an  impression 
Hhouhl  jjo  abroad,  from  his  statement,  that  the  Executive 
had  not  done  its  duty  in  reference  to  the  vote  of  this  House 
upon  the  subject.  The  Executive  had  acted  upon  the  sub- 
ject, it  appeared,  promptly  ;  bad  appointed  two  citizens, 
Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Batch,  commissioners  for  the  pur- 
poise,  and  authorised  them  to  make  the  required  investiga- 
tions. These  commissioners,  acting  under  instructions 
from  the  Executive,  had  collected  a  vaat  deal  of  informa- 
tion, contained  in  their  report,  which  was,  however,  only 
a  report  in  part,  much  remaining  yet  to  be  disclosed.  Aa 
far  aa  he  could  judge,  the  trust  reposed  by  the  resolution 
of  this  House  had  been  faithfully  performed,  as  well  by 
the  Executive  as  by  the  individual!  who 
sioners  by  his  appointment. 

In  justice  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  the 
United  States,  Mr.  A.  said  he  mode  this 

FLORIDA  WAR. 
The  Houae  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour,  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wias  on  the  16th 
instant : 

«•  Rttohtd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 


of  the 


the  causes  of  the  delays  aud  failures,  and  the  expendituies 
which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  that  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facta  of  its  history  gen- 
erally ;  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  fur 
persons  and  papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  ait  in  the 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of 


Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved," 
and  inserting  the  following : 

"  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  cauwi  of  the  en 


ordinary  delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures  which 
have  attended  the  prosecution  of  the  aame,  and  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  history  generally ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  ajepers,  except 
such  persons  as  miy  he  engaged  at  the  time  in  the  Y  loridn 
war." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howabd  to  strike  out  the  words  "that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,"  and  insert  "  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affaire  be  instructed." 

Mr.  McKAY  had  not  intended  taking  any  part  in  this 
debute,  and  would  not  now  have  done  so,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  on  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  composition  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  A  Hairs.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Howass,]  who  bad  made  the  proposition 
to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  the  amendment  was 
moved  without  any  consultation  with  him,  and  he  presum- 
ed without  any  consultation  with  any  member  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adam*]  hud  objected  to  sending  the  inquiry  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affair*,  becau*e  eight  of  its  mem- 
bers were  friends  of  power,  aa  he  chose  to  designate  them. 
By  this,  however,  he  understood  the  gentleman  an  mean 
ing  nothing  offensive,  but  merely  that  eight  of  it*  mem- 
bers were  in  fevor  of  the  administration,  and  but  one  op- 
posed it.  Now  he  (Mr.  McK.)  believed  it  waa  well  un- 
derstood thai  this  committee  bus  had  no  connexion  with 
the  politico  of  the  country,  as  all  that  ever  was  required  of 
it  was,  to  look  to  the  military  affairs  of  the  country,  and 
all  subject*  connected  therewith.  He  hod  token  the  trou- 
ble to  look  into  this  matter,  and  see  how  this  committee 
had  been  made  up  for  some  years  back,  and  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  met.  Four  years  ago  the 
Military  Committee  was  organized  precisely  ss  it  is  now. 
When  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  is 
now  our  Minister  to  England,  occupied  the  Chair,  this 
committee  wna  made  up  in  tho  wmc  way,  and  it  wae  pre- 
cisely the  same  while  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Bill]  was  presiding  officer  of  the  House.  This  commit- 
ter Mill  stood,  with  reference  to  the  administration,  eight  to 
one.  During  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-third  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Vance,  who  is  the  present  Governor  of  Ohio, 
was  the  only  member  on  that  committee  opposed  to  the 
administration;  and  during  the  twenty-fourth  Congress, 
Mr.  Bunch,  of  Tennessee,  if  he  might  be  considered  an 
opponent  of  the  administration,  was  the  only  member  on 
that  committee  in  the  opposition.  This  he  thought  was  a 
sufficient  answer  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  on  this  point.  Well,  how  was  it  with  re- 
gard to  other  committees  of  this  House  1  He  took  it,  if 
gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine,  that  they 
would  find  many  of  the  committees  with  majorities  opposed 
to  the  administration.  The  committee  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  is  chairman,  (the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,)  has  a  majority  of  its  members  opposed 
to  the  administration.    It  was  the  same  case  with  the  Com- 

with  all  the  principal 
live  Depart- 
Of  the  War 


Derailment,  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  Post  Office 
Department,  had  all  majorities  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflair* 
being  composed  of  eight  friends  of  the  administrution,  and 
•  me  iu<    :  .  r       the  opposition,  he  presumed  it  .  :s  a) 
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Ihe  previous  practice  of  the  House,  aa 
ly  in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  had  barn  in  for  the 
last  four  years,  and  he  bad  never  before  heard  any  com- 
plaint in  relation  to  it.  But  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts bad  urged  another  objection  against  this  commit- 
tee, and  that  objection  was,  that  there  were  eight  of  its 
members  taken  from  the  8oulhern  States,  and  only  one 
left  to  take  charge  of  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  Northern 
8tete*.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  woul 
zalion  of  the  other  committees,  he  would  find  the 
jectiona  to  lie  against  them. 

Howts  it  with  the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means  1 
Out  of  the  nine  members  of  that  committee,  there  was  only 
one  member,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hakes,]  to 
take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  whole  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the  committee 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Massac  hu  setts  himself  is 
chairman,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  a  committee 
whose  measures  affect  all  branches  of  industry  in  the  coun- 
try t  Seven  of  its  memliers  live  in  the  Northern  States, 
and  four  of  that  seven  in  the  New  England  Stare*,  while 
ihe  whole  of  the  8outhern  States  had  but  one  person  on  it 
to  represent  their  interests.  How  is  it  with  regard  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce 1  The  Western  8tatcs  have  not  a  single  member 
on  the  Committee  on  Naval  A  flairs  or  tbo  Committee  on 
Commerce  to  represent  their  interests. 

But,  could  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  aee 
the  fallacy  of  these  objections?  There  were  only  nine 
member*  on  each  committee,  and  there  were  twenty-six 
Statca  in  the  Union;  so  that  it  was  a  natural  consequence 
that  at  least  seventeen  8  la  tee  must  be  unrepresented  on 
each  committee.  There  was,  therefore,  nothing  hi  the  ob- 
jection. He  would  next  call  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals — a  committee 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  great  question  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  That  committee  stands  seven  to  two, 
end  only  one  of  its  number  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of 
the  ten  Slates  in  the  South  and  Southwest  That  com- 
mittee, too,  stands,  in  regard  to  the  administration,  in  pre- 
cisely (be  same  situation  as  the  Committee  on  Military 


The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  on  yesterday,  said 
that,  during  the  last  long  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
uas  adopted  calling  on  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  in  relation  to  the 
late  Creek  war,  and  that  no  answer  was  returned  by  the 
President  On  this  morning,  however,  the  gentleman  hml 
corrected  this  statement  but  had  again  fallen  into  an  error. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  resolution  was  answered 
by  the  President  within  a  day  or  two  of  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Now,  if  the  gentleman  would  consult  the  journal, 
he  will  find  that  this  communication  was  sent  in  on  the 
Hth  day  of  February;  that  it  was  only  a  report  in  part; 
and  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  to 
make  the  necessary  examinations  were  engaged  in  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  inquiry ;  and  Mr.  McK.  understood 
that  they  were  now  in  this  city  preparing  a  report,  to  lie 
laid  Itcfore  Cottqn-ss  at  its  next  regular  session. 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Wisb]  proposes  sn  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  delsy 
and  expenditure  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  war. 
Now,  that  gentleman  will  recollect  that,  during  a  former 
Congress,  be  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  information 
from  the  departments  relative  to  this  identical  subject.  On 
the  22d  of  May,  it  would'  be  found,  by  referring  to  the 
journals,  that  a  resolution  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  the 
jrentlcinan  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisr,]  calling  on  the 
President  to  communicate  to  the  House  all  measures  taken 
to  suppress  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida,  and  also  to  com- 
muntc«te  the  causes  of  such  hostilities.  It  would  also  be 
found  that  on  the  26ih  the  President  sent  a  report  from 


the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject ;  on  the  27th,  an  ad- 
ditional report ;  and  on  the  3d  of  June,  a  supplemental  re- 
port on  the  same  subject;  therefore,  there  were  three  re- 
ports made  in  answer  to  this  resolution,  giving  all  the  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  war  and  the 
means  taken  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities. 

Mr.  WISE  said  be  knew  that  this  report  did  not  contain 
oil  the  information  in  possession  of  the  Department.  He 
would  not  say  by  what  authority  he  kr,ew  this ;  but  the 
late  Secretary  of  War  himself  knew  by  what  authority  he 
(Mr.  Wisx)  knew  that  he  did  not  communicate  to  this 
Honw  nil  the  information  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  McKAY  resumed.  That  did  not  affect  what  be 
was  going  to  say.  The  gentleman  says  all  the  informa- 
tion was  not  communicated.  That  was  extraordinary. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  gentleman  had  not  good 
grounds  for  making  the  assertion ;  but  let  us  look  to  the 
terms  of  the  resolution.  They  were,  that  the  President  be 
requested  to  communicate  all  the  measures  taken  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  all  the  information 
relative  to  the  causes  of  those  hostilities.  Now,  if  what 
was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  waa  true,  it 
would  form  a  grave  matter  of  inquiry  for  the  House  to  take 
notice  of,  and  it  would  be  called  upon  to  institute  some  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War  in  con- 
sequence of  this  dereliction  of  duty.  But,  would  the  House 
suppose  that  the  Secretary  was  so  very  regardless  of  his 
official  duty  as  not  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  House, 
requiring  him  to  communicate  all  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  causes  of  this  war  ? 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  now  state  by  what  authority 
he  spoke.  8ir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Secretary  of  War, 
unless  his  messenger  told  a  falsehood,  did,  before  he  an- 
swered that  very  call,  send  a  gentleman  to  me  with  certain 
papers  marked  confidential.  They  were  submitted  to  me, 
and  I  know  it  upon  this  information.  I  read  them,  and 
the  question  was  pot  to  me,  "  Do  you  want  these  papers  V* 
My  reply  was,  that  I  wanted  all  relating  to  the  subject. 
Mr.  McKAY  rose  to  resume ;  when. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the 
to  the  orders  of  the  day. 


TREASURY  NOTE  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "bill 
to  euthorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,"  being  the  sub- 
stitute reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

proposed  by  Mr.  Rn  ktt — 

Mr.  RHETT  modified  bis  amendment  so  as  to  declare 
that  Ihe  faith  of  the  United  States  was  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  notes,  on  presentation,  at  six  months  after 
their  dates,  respectively. 

Mr.  BELL  rose  and  said :  It  had  been  his  wisb  to  sub- 
mit his  views  upon  this  important  subject  while  the  bill 
was  in  committee,  but  be  had  been  prevented  by  indisposi- 
tion ;  he  did  now  intend  to  extend  hU  remarks  as  far  as 
ho  had  designed  to  do,  if  time  had  permitted.  The  objec- 
tions to  this  measure,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  are  in  my  mind  great 
and  insuperable.  It  may  possibly  be  that  I  am  misled  by 
suspicions,  and  that  I  may  mistake  the  object  of  the  bill, 
and  do  gross  injustice  to  the  intentions  of  the  administra- 
tion in  preening  it  upon  Congress,  but  I  must  say,  in  n»y 
own  vindication,  that  if  I  should  be  mistaken,  my  suspi- 
cions are  honestly  and  sincerely  entertained.  In  ordinary 
times,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  could  always 
find  some  clew  to  the  real  object  of  a  measure ;  now  no 
light  comes  from  any  quarter  to  direct  my  course.  I 
might  and  I  did  expect  soms  light  to  spring  np  from  tbo 
discussion  of  this  question,  but  neither  from  the  spirit  nor 
matter  of  the  past  discussion  ean  I  gather  any  thing  satis- 
factory. If  I  look  to  the  votes  of  honorable  members  I  am 
still  left  in  the  dark.    It  is  well  known  that  there  bare- 
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spcclable  minority  of  the  member*  in  thin  House  repre- 
senting the  party  in  power,  which  has  been  understood  to 
be  as  w  idely  separated  as  the  polls  of  the  earth  from  their 
political  allies  and  the  President  himself  in  principle  and 
doctrine  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency,  and  the  new 
fiscal  system  recommended  in  the  message;  yet  we  find 
most  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  minority,  the 
most  thorough,  prompt,  and  vigilant  supporters  not  only 
of  the  administration  generally,  but  of  the  meat  are  under 
consideration  in  particular.  How  am  I  to  reconcile  this 
course  of  honorable  gentlemen  with  the  principle*  they 
profess  1  How  can  I  come  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion 
as  to  what  is  the  real  intention  of  the  Executive  in  asking 
this  extraordinary  supply  of  money,  and  in  the  extraordi- 
nary shape  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  granted,  when  I 
find  those  I  would  have  supposed  a*  motst  hostile  in  inter- 
est, the  most  decided  and  determined  in  its  support  ?  We 
nil  know,  sir,  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Executive 
upon  every  great  measure  of  policy  about  which  there  is 
•ny  difference  in  this  House  or  in  the  country.  It  is  not 
only  the  personal  influence  of  station,  but  the  great  amount 
of  patronage  connected  with  it,  which  insures  this  influ- 
ence. The  constitution,  no  doubt,  contemplated  some  de- 
gree of  influence  of  this  nature.  I  was  struck  with  the 
justness  and  force  of  a  Kciitiuient  expressed  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  who  sits  before  me,  [Mr.  Aoaxs,] 
shortly  after  bo  took  his  seat  upon  this  floor,  and  after  the 
dose  of  his  administration  of  the  Government.  It  wax 
that,  by  the  constitution,  it  was  not  only  ordained  and  in- 
tended that  there  should  be  three  co-ordinate  departments 
of  the  Government,  but  that  they  should  also  be  co-oper- 
ative. The  due  degree  of  Executive  influence  designed 
by  the  constitution,  I  do  not  object  to.  I  subscribe  to  the 
propriety  of  it;  but,  acting  upon  this  principle,  how  are 
we— how  ought  we,  in  common  candor,  to  regard  the 
measure  under  consideration,  and  those  connected  with  it, 
which  found  their  way  into  this  House  under  Executive 
sanction  ?  How  otherwise  can  we  regard  them,  without 
disparagement  to  the  Executive,  but  as  the  ways  and  means 


of  carrying  into  execution,  in  the  must  active  and  effectual 
manner,  the  doctrines  and  policy  bud  down  in  the  mes- 
sage !  and  so  we  must  regard  ihem,  utiles*  we  are  disposed 


ige  7  ami  so  we  must  regard  I  hem,  unless  we  are  disposed 
to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  the  President,  and  charge 
him  with  insincerity  and  double  dealing.  Li  Lit  it  is  not 
only  the  course  of  those  gentlemen  in  this  House,  who  are 
denominated  conservatives,  which  perplexes  ine  upon  this 
point.  In  the  semi-official  organ  of  the  administration,  or 
rather  of  what  is  considered  the  orthodox  and  largest  por- 
tion of  the  party  in  power,  (the  Globe,)  published  this 
morning,  I  find  the  extraordinary  declaration  and  avowal 
which  I  will  read  to  the  House : 

"  We  have  been  requested  by  our  political  friends  in 
it  parts  of  the  country  to  give  a  place  to  accounts  of 
.  meetings  approving  the  message  and  the  Secre- 
tary's report  on  the  finances  in  the  warmest  terms,  and 
pledging  vigorous  support  to  the  administration  and  its 
friends  in  carrying  out  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  those  ad- 
mirable stale  papers." 

In  the  same  organ  I  saw,  hut  a  lew  day*  ago,  the  senti- 
ment avowed,  that  the  recent  voles  in  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  give  strong  indications  that  the  "dynasty  of  banka, 
both  great  and  email,  approached  its  end."  What,  sir,  are 
we  to  conclude  from  these  annunciations,  but  more  partic- 
ularly when  we  connect  with  them  the  course  of  the  con- 
servatives of  this  House  1  What  are  those  doctrines  of  the 
message  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
which  sre  to  receive  the  vigorous  support  of  the  alleged 
democracy  of  the  country  1  The  doctrines  of  the  message 
propose  the  sub-Treasury  scheme,  and  reject  the  idea  of 
giving  credit  to  hanks  and  bank  paper  at  any  time.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary,  among  other  things,  gives  us  a  de- 
tailed plan  of  a  fiscal  system,  which  is  to  all  important  ends 


and  purposes  a  Treasury  bank.  Now,  sir,  which 
two  systems  is  to  lie  supported  by  the  party  in  powc; 
future,  or,  if  neither  finds  favor  by  itself,  how  much  of  one 
is  to  lie  combined  with  the  other,  and  carried  out  by  this 
administration  1  Have  we  not  a  right  to  some  explanations 
upon  this  subject  1  Have  not  the  country  a  right  to  de- 
mand an  explanation  of  these  mysterious  declarations  ? 
What  are  the  real  designs  of  the  administration  1  Have 
the  conservatives  made  terms  with  the  President  and  those 
who  sustained  him  in  his  message  1  Have  they  been  prom- 
ised that  their  banks  and  bank  notes  shall  not  be  molested  ? 
that  they  shall  be  saved  from  the  general  wreck  which  has 
been  threatened  to  the  banking  system  in  this  country  ! 
From  my  personal  knowledge  of  the  character  and  pric 
pies  of  many  of  those  gentlemen,  I  do  not  believe  1 
capable  of  compromising  the  general  interests  of  the  c 
try,  and  acting  upon  a  compromise  so  narrow,  selfish,  or 
unworthy.  But  do  they  not  owe  it  to  this  House  sad  the 
country  to  avow  the  real  principles  of  the  compromise,  if 
they  have  made  one,  and  I  muat  suppose  tbsy  have  T 
Have  they  agreed  that  they  will  give  their  support  to  any, 
and,  if  any,  te  what  extent,  to  the  issue  of  a  paper  circu- 
lation founded  upon  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or,  in  other  words,  of  a  Government  bank  ?  and, 
if  they  have,  what  securities  have  they  taken  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  administration, 
or  of  that  portion  of  the  party  in  power  which  has  been 
understood  to  favor  the  doctrines  of  the  message  ?  8ir,  I 
know  I  have  no  right  to  demand  an  answer  to  any  of  these 
questions ;  but  I  refer  to  the  subject  which  gives  rise  to 
them  because  I  am  bewildered — I  am  amazed  by  what  I 
see  and  hear  of  late  connected  with  this  subject,  and  I  wish 
more  light.  At  one  time  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  •  fiat 
has  gone  forth  for  the  utter  annihilation  and  destruction  of 
the  wholo  banking  system,  aa  it  has  been  practised  for  the 
last  half  a  century ;  at  another  time,  and  looking  to  the 
course  of  the  same  party,  I  cannot  resist  the  conclusion 
that  State  banks  arc  to  be  suffered  to  exist  upon  the  terms 
of  permitting  the  establishment  of  a  Government  bank  to 
supply  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the  ciiculatmg  medium  of  the 
country ;  and  again,  sir,  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  one 
of  the  parlies  to  the  arrangement  are  not  to  be  the  victims 
of  their  confidence  in  their  political  friends,  and  will  find 
that  they  are  duped  when  it  is  too  late  to  repair  their  steps. 

L'nder  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  perplexity 
and  mystery  in  which  the  whole  subject  is  involved,  I  are 
constrained  to  act  upon  my  own  best  judgment,  with  such 
lights  only  as  chance  and  observation  have  thrown  in  my 
way.  For  myself,  I  regard  this  bill  as  one  and  by  for  the 
most  important  one  of  that  series  of  measures  which  ha> 
been  deliberately  planned  and  brought  forward,  with  a  view 
to  wage  a  war  not  only  against  banks  and  bank  paper,  but 
against  the  whole  system  of  trade,  credit,  and  finance, 
which  has  raised  this  country  to  its  present  elevated  rank 
among  nations ;  and  I  regard  this  as  the  bill  of  supply— the 
money  bill  to  carry  on  the  war.  Pass  this  bill,  and  you 
will  enable  the  Executive  to  carry  out  and  put  in  practice 
whatever  system  of  policy  he  pleases,  whether  it  be  the 
pure  sub-Treasury  scheme  or  a  Treasury  bank,  or  a  com- 
bination of  both.  I  have  from  the  first  regarded  this  as 
the  most  important,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  all  those 
measures  upon  which  we  are  called  upon  to  act.  I  care 
nothing,  comparatively,  for  any  other.  Ilia  the  pivot  upon 
which  all  the  plana  of  the  Executive,  whatever  they  may 
be,  turn.  Thia  bill,  or  rather  the  supplies  anticipated  from 
it,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  answering  sll  the  purposes  of 
the  psrty  in  power  with  equal  effect  to  the  pou  tta  desired 
by  the  famous  Greek  mathematician.  Give  the  adminis- 
tration the  aid  which  this  bill  proposes,  and  they  will  be 
able  to  move  this  House  and  this  nation  at  will.  It  is,  in 
every  point  of  view,  such  a  measure— one  involving  so 
many  important  results  of  a  mischievous  character— that 
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the  maxim  dbtta  prineipiia  applies  with  peculiar  force. 
Here,  then,  I  plant  myself;  here  I  take  my  stand,  and  I 
will  maintain  it  until  I  am  driren  tram  it  hy  the  force  of 
number*.  I  earnestly  invite  and  invoke  all  those  who 
think  it  safest  to  meet  danger  on  the  threshold — nil  those 
who  prefer  old  and  established  institutions  to  new  and  un- 
tried expedients — all  who  prefer  a  paper  circulating  medium 
to  the  evils  of  the  proposed  experiment  of  an  exclusive 
gnid  and  silver  currency— all  those  who  prefer  a  national 
incorporated  bank  to  a  bank  connected  with  the  Treasury, 
and  founded  upon  the  revenues  of  the  Government — all 
those  who  prefer  bank  paper  to  bills  of  credit  or  a  Govern- 
ment paper  money,  to  come  and  do  battle  with  me  against 
this  bill. 

Mr.  8peaker,  has  any  one  fully  and  duly  considered, 
how  many,  how  vast,  and  how  overwhelming  are  the  con- 
siderations connected  with  this  question,  and  the  conse- 
quence* that  may  grow  out  of  a  measure  of  this  nature  at 
this  particular  juncture  !    I  concur  mod  heartily  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  PieKtirs,]  the  other  day,  in  speaking  of  the 
new  Treasury  schemes  which  have  been  recommended  for 
our  consideration.    I  do  heartily  and  truly  believe  that  the 
destiny  of  this  country,  for  good  or  for  evil,  will  depend 
greatly  upon  the  decision  of  the  questions  which  they  pre- 
sent.   The  mind  fail*  in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of 
this  important  subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  great  issues  which  are  involved.    The  argu- 
ment embraces  in  its  range  the  fate  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution, of  free  Government  itself!    Of  all  the  causes  which 
in  modern  rimes  have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  convuls- 
ed h  people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain,  rapid,  and  fear- 
ful tendency  to  engender  a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  law* 
and  to  revolation,  than  a  debased  and  disordered  currency. 
1  need  not  refer  to  the  examples  which  past  history  affords 
of  ihl*  nature.    I  will  not  even  revert  to  the  deep  feeling, 
the  intense  excitement,  which  manifested  themselves  in 
our  large  cities,  at  a  recent  date,  in  connexion  with  this 
subject;  but  I  will  cay,  that  such  instances  of  popular  ex- 
citement, upon  such  occasions,  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight 
of  by  the  statesmen  of  this  country,  nor  will  they  be  either 
tauntingly  referred  to,  or  slightly  regarded  by  any  roan 
who  his  any  just  claim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
What  f  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  that  we  have  only  ar- 
rived at  the  first  stage  of  this  disorder— that  greater  embar- 
rassments, and  yet  wider  spread  mischiefs,  await  us  in  the 
progress  of  it ;  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  yet  to  be- 
come u  subject  of  deeper  and  more  permanent  discontent ; 
that  the  blindnr:*  of  party  prejudice,  the  obstinacy  of  party 
Interest,  and  the  infatuation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
prudent  remedy,  and  bring  on  a  crisis  of  open  resistance 
to  the  laws,  and  leave  the  institutions  of  the  country,  both 
local  and  general,  a  prey  to  anarchy.    This,  sir,  is  my 
fear ;  and  I  regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
train  of  measures,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  which 
are  well  calculated  to  load  to  this  last  and  most  fatal  ca- 
lamity which  can  befall  a  country.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  warn 
sent  lemen  that,  if  this  administration  shall  he  so  infatuated 
us  to  persevere  for  any  lengh  of  time  in  the  policy  of  re- 
quiring the  public  revenue  to  be  collected  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  disbursed  among  the  officeholders,  contractors,  and 
others,  dependent  upon  the  Government,  while  the  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  paper,  or  any 
other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver— if  the  dis- 
tinction shall  be  attempted  to  be  kept  up  much  longer  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  people— gold  and  silver  for 
the  Government  and  its  train*  of  officials,  and  a  depreda- 
ted paper  for  the  people,  resistance  must  and  will  come. 
It  is  not  in  the  Mood  of  the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit 
this  free  country  to  submit  long  and  tamely  to  so  unjust, 
exacting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policy.'  And  let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  by  every  member  in  thu  Houae,  who  shall 
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record  his  vote  in  favor  of  thi*  bill,  that  ho  thereby  sanc- 
tions this  arbitrary  and  unjust  policy  of  the  administration, 
and  draw*  the  line  between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple !  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  Government  is  put  above  and 
maJe  independent  of  the  people ;  those  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  their  policy  in  defiance  of  the 
popular  will,  at  least  until  the  people  shall  again  have  the 
privilege  of  interposing  through  the  elective  right.  I  have 
seen  it  stated,  that  litis  objection,  that  any  distinction  is 
made  hy  the  present  course  of  things  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  has  been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  House, 
in  another  place ;  but,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
argument  by  which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  believe  it  to  be  in 
the  power  of  argument  to  do  any  such  thing.  Again,  sir, 
whoever  gives  hi*  support  to  this  bill  endorses  and  becomes 
responsible  for  the  present  course  and  future  policy  of  thia 
administration,  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  every  other 
interest  connected  with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himself 
with  the  idea  that  there  Is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  men  in  power,  however  mischievous  or  wicked  their 
designs.  Let  u*  not  underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of 
those  who  possess  the  guiding  influence  over  our  public  af- 
fairs at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  profoundly  versed 
in  the  knowledge  of  men  and  of  the  motives  to  human  ac- 
tion. They  are  also  distinguished  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  effecting  their  purposes.  They  poavess  another 
great  advantage  over  most  men  who  hnve  attained  their  in- 
fluence and  station  in  Government  and  society.  They  are 
for  the  most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  consequences,  ex- 
cept such  tn  relate  to  themselves,  and  affect  their  interests. 
Such  persons—such  advantages,  are  not  to  be  slightly  re- 
garded by  thoKO  who  desire  1u  restore  the  country  to  quiet 
and  prosperity.  Can  we  who  sit  here  any  longer  doubt  the 
xkill  of  the  administration  in  carrying  their  measures  1 
Have  the  opposition  yet  succeeded — is  there  any  probability 
that  they  will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification  of 
any  one  measure  of  all  those  which  were  no  doubt  pre- 
pared before  we  sat  out  from  our  homes,  which  have  been 
submitted  to  us  merely,  as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might 
confirm  by  our  votea  what  long  since  had  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment T  No  facts,  however  stubborn  or  important--no 
reasoning,  however  conclusive  and  unanswerable — have  the 
least  effect ;  the  measure*  must,  and,  it  seem*,  will  be  car- 
ried. Although,  *ir>  I  em  not  in  the  habit  of  relying  upon 
rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors,  yet  I  have  heard  It 
stated  from  such  respectable  sources  this  morning,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence 
in  the  success  of  every  measure  proposed  at  the  opening  ot 
the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  Mil  now  under  discus- 
•ion,  that  the  plate*  for  printing  the  note*  have  already  beim 
engraved,  and  perhaps  the  notes  actually  struck  off.  If  I 
do  any  injustice  to  the  Secretary,  I  will  openly  acknowledge 
it  the  moment  the  statement  shall  be  denied  upon  his  au- 
thority. But,  sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  how  idle,  how  absurd, 
are  all  our  discussion*  here  ?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settled  by  an  influence  and  power  beyond  our  control.  My 
honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  IhcnxawooD]  wai 
not  aware  of  the  ground  upon  which  he  was  treading  last 
evening,  in  proposing  his  amendment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
lemma he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ii  he  had  carried  it. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this  bill,  I  will  not 
forbear  to  show  that  it  i*  founded  upon  a  pretext  whieh  is 
utterly  unfounded.  Sir,  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
which  it  ha*  not  been  the  policy  of  the  administration  to 
produce — which  they  have  not  designedly  created,  and 
which  they  cannot  amply  supply  without  the  aid  of  thia 
bill.  I  *ay,  *tr,  that  there  ia  no  evidence  before  u*,  or  be- 
fore the  public,  that  there  is,  or  ie  likely  to  be,  any  defi- 
ciency of  mean*  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  the  demand* 
upon  it  during  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  year,  except 
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this  bill ;  by  which  it  seems  that  ten  million*  of  dollars  arc 
required  bj  (he  sd ministration  for  the  public  service.  Every 
other  circumstance  in  the  conduct  of  the  administration  in- 
dicates an  overflowing  Treasury.  'At  the  very  moment,  and 
during  the  entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alledged  deficiency  of  means  in  the  Treasury 
would  be  felt  or  apprehended,  what  has  been  the  uniform 
course  of  the  administration  ?  One  of  uniform  extrava- 
gance and  profusion,  »«  far  as  the  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  concerned.  Need  1  refer  to  the  evidence 
furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment, which  has  been  laid  upon  our  table,  that  special 
instructions  had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as  possihle  ? 
Need  I  recapitulate  the  fuels,  that  four  million!  ot  dollars 
asked  at  the  last  session  for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war, 
are  stated  to  havo  been  already  exhausted,  and  one  mil- 
liop  and  a  half  moro  are  demanded,  and  yet  the  campaign 
has  not  opened ;  that,  judging  from  the  accounts  which 


we  ace  in  the  public  papers,  and  from  rumor,  seven  or 
eight  thousand  troops  are  about  being  collected  to  oppose 
siime  fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes  1  Does 
this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury  1  But  we  need  not 
go  so  far  for  proofs  of  the  true  condition  of  the  Treasury. 
Look  around  you,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How  many 
delegations  from  far  distant  Uibes  of  Indiana  have  we  seen 
during  this  short  session,  docked  out  in  all  the  extravagant 
and  fantastic  trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now  well-establish- 
ed system  of  policy,  of  supplying  the  deficits  which  have 
lately  been  felt  in  the  coffers  of  some  favorite  officeholders, 
jobbers,  or  agents  of  some  kind,  which  swarm  upon  your 
northwestern  frontier  T  We  know,  sir,  that  this  haa  been 
regarded  a*  a  great  abuse  for  the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see 
it  daily  increasing.  So  imposing  and  pompous  an  exhibi- 
tion of  bands  of  savages  from  our  Western  frontier,  I  be- 
lieve haa  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this  city,  as  during 
the  present  short  session.  We  have  regular  and  formal 
bulletin*  announcing  their  movements  in  all  the  daily  pa- 
pent  of  the  city  ;  and  thousands  of  the  resident  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertained  by  public  councils 
held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  some  of  the 
public  buildings  in  the  Court  end  of  the  city.  It  is  oven 
left  doubtful,  whether  the  interest  got  up  by  these  exhibi- 
tions has  not  surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired  by  the 
of  Congress,  weighty  and  important  as  the 
are  which  brought  us  together.  Well,  air,  what 
haa  been  the  result  of  all  thia  parade  and  these  inventions 
for  popular  entertainment  1  1  can  only  answer,  by  rofer- 
i  ina  to  such  sources  of  information  aa  are  within  my  reach. 
I  observe  a  statement  upon  this  subject  in  the  Globe  a  few 
morning*  ago.  With  permission  I  will  read  it  for  the  ed- 
ification of  all  true  reformists,  and  all  those,  especially, 
who  are  disturbed  at  the  idea  that  the  Government  will  not 
have  money  enough  to  keep  it  together  unless  wo  vote  this 
bill. 

"The  council*  that  have  recently  been  held  with  the 
Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  terminated  in  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  at  present  only  proper  to  my,  their 
title  to  about  five  millions  of  acre*  ot  land  was  extinguish- 
ed for  a  consideration  of  one  million  of  dollars.  Tbe  tract 
thus  acquired  lies  east  of  tbe  Mississippi  river,  and  has 
been  used  as  a  hunting  ground,  the  dwellings  of  the  In- 
disns  being  on  the  west  aide  of  -the  river.  They  still  re- 
tain the  privilege  of  bunting  en  tbe  land  they  have  ceded, 
so  that  there  ia  but  little  reason  for  the  sentimental  lamen- 
tation* that  aome  writers  on  the  aubject  have  indulged  in." 

So  it  appears  that  we  have  given  a  million  of  dollars  to 
the  Sioux,  who  reside  west  of  the  Misaiasippi,  for  their 
occupant  light  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  cast  of  that  river, 
which  they  have  heretofore  hunted  upon,  and  which,  by 


the  terms  of  the  treaty,  they  are  still  cntitl 
» 


to  use  in  the 

same  manner!  Now,  what  are  we  to  think  of  an  adminis- 
tration which  could  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  at  the 
very  moment  when  its  advocates  in  this  House  are  put- 
ting their  inventions  to  the  rack,  to  prove  that  there  ia  not 
money  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  remaining  quarter  of  the  year  1  And  what 
are  we  to  think  of  the  sincerity  of  men,  who  say,  that  we 
arc  bound,  in  dnty  to  the  country,  to  vote  this  supply  of 
ten  millions?  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  am  informed  that  he  is  a  gentle- 
man of  learning  and  ability,  and  far  above  any  improper 
design,  cither  in  assembling  the  Indians  here  at  tho  pres- 
ent juncture,  or  in  making  unnecessary  and  extravagant 
treaties  with  them ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tion of  tho  Indian  tribes  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  tho 
policy  recommended  by  the  most  prudent  and  able  men  in 
the  public  service  in  that  quarter,  I  am  bound  to  aay  that 
the  nonorabtc  Secretary  has  been  grossly  abuaed  and  mis- 
led in  this  business,  and  that  the  true  interests  of  the  < 
try  are  wholly  overlooked  by  those  node 
and  advice  more  than  one-half  these  treaties  are  made. 

So  much  for  tho  practical  evidences  furnished  by  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treasury. 
But  I  will  ahow,  in  a  still  more  conclusive  manner,  tbst 
tho  pretext  for  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  well  founded. 
The  respectable  and  honorable  member  from  Maryli 
nnd  who  is  also  a  member  of  tho  Committee  of  Waya 
Means,  [Mr.  McKiv,]  has  told  us  with  a  manly  candor, 
worthy  of  all  praise,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  means 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after  satisfying  all 
the  actual  demands  upon  tbe  Treasury  up  to  that  time,  of 
four  millions  of  dollars.  [Mr.  McKim  explained,  and 
slated  tbe  surplus  at  three  millions  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars.]  Well,  sir,  let  it  be  so  reduced,  end  it  is  still 
quite  large  enough.  But  it  ia  due  to  that  gentleman  to  ad- 
mit, that  he  further  stated,  that  of  tbe  fund*  taken  into  his 
estimate,  he  supposed  five  millions  would  be  unavailable ; 
but  why  are  there  five  millions  supposed  to  be  unavailable! 
Simply  because  that  amount  was  due  to  the  Government 
from  the  deposits  banks  in  the  Southwest.  Sir,  is  it  not 
in  the  power  of  tbe  Government  to  pay  its  creditors  in 
drafts  upon  these  banks,  in  the  aame  manner  that  it  has 
heretofore  done  1  Is  not  a  protested  Government  draft  up- 
on a  bank  in  Louisiana,  Alabama  or  Mississippi,  as  sale- 
able in  the  market,  aa  one  drawn  upon  Philadelphia  or 
New  York,  or  any  of  the  Eastern  banks  1  [Mr.  McKim 
said  no  ono  would  take  a  draft  upon  the  Southwest,  if  he 
could  get  any  thing  better  from  the  Government,  becnu'e 
it  required  some  length  of  lime  to  have  it  pit  tested  for 
payment  nt  so  great  a  distance,  and  be  would  have  to  lie 
out  of  tbe  use  of  his  funds  in  the  mean  lime.]  I  am 
n^nin  indebted  to  my  respected  friend  from  Maryland  for 
bis  candor.  He  has  only  stated  what  I  knew  before  ;  bat 
no  gentleman  who  supports  this  bill  haa  been  brought  to 
admit  so  much  before.  The  facta  are  too  plain  for  denial 
or  cavil.  These  protested  drafts,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  informed  us  yesterday,  were  within  one  per  cent, 
of  being  at  par  with  apecie  in  New  York.  Tbey  are  sell- 
ing at  a  premium  of  four  or  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  in 
currency,  and  specie  at  only  Ave.  Now,  what  ia  it  that 
constitutes  the  value  of  these  drafts  T  Not,  surely,  that  they 
are  drawn  upon  one  bsnk  in  preference  to  another.  No 
matter  upon  what  bank  they  may  be  drawn,  it  is  known 
tbey  will  not  be  paid  by  the  bank  on  demand.  It  ia  their 
being  receivable  fur  customs  and  for  public  lands  which 
constitutes  their  true  value.  If  they  were  drawn  upon  the 
man  in  the  moon  they  would  be  equally  valuable.  It  is 
equally  plain  that  the  only  difference  between  a  draft  upon 
a  bank  in  Mississippi  or  Alabama,  and  one  upon  a  bank 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  cities,  is  founded  upon  the  dihVrcnce 
of  lime  required  to  present  and  protest  in  the  one  case  and 
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the  other.  Lei  the  officers  of  the  Government,  then,  only 
say  to  itd  creditoro,  if  the  truth  be  u,  that  they  ran  no 
longer  draw  upon  any  hank,  but  some  one  in  the  South- 
end the  whole  difficulty  is  solved  ;  the  Government 
have  ampto  mean*  to  pay  all  demand*  upon  it,  and 
upward*  of  three  millions  of  a  surplus!  Why  shall  the 
Government  not  avail  itself  of  these  means  to  pay  its  debts  1 
Why  will  it  not  ?  Simply  because  it  is  its  policy  at  pres- 
ent, to  have  the  power  of  throwing  ten  millions  in  Treas- 
ury drafts  into  circulation.  As  to  the  wants  of  Govern- 
I  repeat,  it  is  an  unfounded  pretext, 
t,  sir,  there  ia  a  much  belter  way  yet  of  supplying 
any  possible  deficiency  of  means  in  the  Treasury,  and  at 
the  same  time  of  relieving  the  people  as  well  as  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  have  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion,  and  to  further  their  schemes  of  future  pol- 
icy, had  created.  I  have  already  shown  that,  by  continu- 
ing the  practice  of  drawing  upon  the  deposito  banks,  a* 
heretofore!,  the  deficit  vanishes;  but,  say  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  we  wnnt  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange; 
we  wish  to  put  into  circulation  u  species  of  paper,  in  the 
shape  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  coun- 
try just  at  this  time.  My  remedy  for  any  real  or  pretend- 
ed deiicit  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  one  which  is  certainly 
called  for  by  the  suffering  condition  of  the  country,  is  to 
compel  the  lioverntncnl  to  recognise  arid  nccrcdit  the  only 
circulating  medium  which  has  any  existence  in  the  coun- 
try, by  receiving  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue  in  it. 
And  the  most  surprising  feature  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
is  that  u  whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  tumult 
J  open  violation  of  the  order  of  the  Executive  requiring 
dues  to  the  Government  to  be  collected  in  gold  and  sil- 


all  dues  to  the  Government  to  be  collected  in  gold 
ver.  Gold  and  silver  no  longer  circulates — I  hey  are  only 
to  be  acquired  by  purchase  and  by  paying  a  price  regulated 
like  any  other  article  of  property,  by  the  proportion  between 
the  supply  and  the  demand.  They  are  articles  bought  and 
sold  just  like  any  other  commodity  of  trade,  and  have, 
moreover,  been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  great  de- 
mand which  has  existed  to  pay  foreign  debts,  and  by  being 
hoarded  in  hanks  and  by  individuals.  An  example  of  ejunl 
daring,  on  the  part  of  the  administration  of  a  Government, 
does  not  exist  on  record.    The  most  arbitrary  and  despotic 

this  Government  after  the  depodtc  b  ulks  suspended  specie 
payment;  nor  would  the  power  of  any  such  tyrant  hive 
been  safe  under  such  an  experiment.  It  is  only  in  a  Govern- 
ment at  least  nominally  free,  and  claiming  to  act  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  could  be  sustained  at 
•II ;  and,  but  fir  the  interests  of  party,  which  have  for  some 
yean  been  paramount  to  every  other  in  this  country,  even 
in  (bis  free  Government  the  administration  would  have  been 
compelled  to  have  convoked  Congress,  or  to  have  permitted 
the  public  taxes  to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  within  one  month  from  the  commencement  of  a 
different  experiment.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  sustain 
this  gross  outrage  upon  the  people;  the  attempt  to  collect 
a  revenue  of  twenty -five  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  not  in 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  which  the  Govern- 
ment reject*  mid  spurns,  but  in  an  article  of  traffic,  in  a 
species  of  property  which  most  be  bought  at  any  sacrifice, 
and  when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  laps  of  a 
fuvorite  and  preferred  class.  No  other  Government  could 
stand  under  such  an  experiment  sixty  days,  I 
the  House,  l»y  rejecting  this  bill,  to  compel  the 
tivn  to  abandon  this  unjust,  and  before  unheard-of  policy. 

I  have  seen  it  atated  in  a  beautifully  written  and  specious 
es^.iy  upon  this  subject,  that  principle  is  on  the  side  of  the 
administration  on  this  point.  I  denv  the  position.  The 
eternal  principles  of  eqnality  and  justice  are  on  the  other 
side 


It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  is  a  great 
and  prevalent  error  abroad  upon- this  question.  I  mean 
that  the  acquiescence  is  too  general  in  the  opinion,  that 


of  the  country  in  the  collection  of  its 
coerce  a  payment  in  a  species  of  money  which  is  not  cur- 
rent. The  reason  for  this  forbearance  uud  acquiescence  is 
obvious.  A  sot  of  men,  desperate  and  da  ring,  an  J  claiming 
to  act  in  the  name  of  a  great  and  dominant  party,  have 
pushed  their  ultra  doctrines  so  boldly  and  confidently 
the  moderate  men  of  their  own  party,  as  well  as  the  < 
srtion,  have  felt  too  happy  ot  the  |>jg»ct  of 
them  upon  terms  quite  short  of  tbetPWvn  wishes  or  views 
as  to  what  the  country  requires,  merely  because  they  ap- 
pear well  and  good  when  contrasted  with  the  antagonist 
scheme.  Even  so  much  gained,  or  rather  saved,  from  the 
reckless  and  mischievous  control  of  those  who  are  now  at 
the  head  of  altos  is  looked  upon  as  a  victory !  But  of  what 
worth  is  such  a  victory  ?  What  do  Ore  conservatives  se- 
cure to  themselves  or  to  the  country  if  they  shall  succeed 
in  getting  their  amendments  adopted  upon  the  sub-Treasu- 
ry bill  reported  in  this  House  1  Sir,  I  would  not  give  one 
copper  tor  all  thoir  amedmente  put  together.  What,  if 
they  shall  get  it  enacted  that  the  notes  of  speehvpaying 
banks  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues— 
what,  though  it  shall  be  provided  that  the  public  mooeya 
shall  still  be  kept  on  special  depoaite  in  the  banks — all  their 
apparent  guards  will  only  enable  the  Executive,  if  he  is 
so  disposed,  to  execute  his  policy  tinder  safrr  disguises. 
Through  a  thousand  channels,  impenetrable  to  this  House 
and  the  public  eye,  the  numerous  collectors  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys  can  be  compelled  and  constrained  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  stop  any  bank  the  moment  it  opens  its 
vaults.  The  policy  of  the  administration  may  be  to  make 
its  attacks  upon  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  a  view  to  stifle  its  operations  or  destroy  it  altogether. 
If  success  shall  attend  that  operation,  all  the  others  will  fol- 
low in  detail,  if  such  he  the  policy  or  purpose  of  those  in 
power.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  vast  power  which 
the  Executive  will  possess  through  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  will  only  be  employed  in  making  war  upon  such  of 
the  local  banks  as  shall  be  disobedient,  or  under  unsuitable 
influences,  and  in  this  way  make  the  entire  Statu  bank 
interest  subservient  to  the  political  views  of  the  party  in 
power.  In  no  way  can  you  escape  the  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  carrying  out  his  plans,  whatever  they  may  be, 
if  you  arm  him  with  sufficient  means,  and  among  others 
the  power  of  supplying  a  circulation  from  the  Treasury,  as 
it  is  proposed  to  do.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  never  in  more 
danger  than  bo  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
The  danger  was  that  some  of  his  followers  would  separate 
from  him  before  he  had  time  to  explain.  They  might  sup- 
pose that  he  meant  to  act  upon  the  doctrines  avowed  in  his 
message,  and  before  be  had  time  to  give  the  proper  assu- 
rances in  a  safe  manner,  his  party  might  bo  dissolved.  But 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York  were  soon  satisfied,  or  at 
least  pacified  with  the  assurances  that  their  favorite  safety 
fund  association  would  not  be  injured.    What  other  as- 


they  may  have  received  I  know  not,  but  I  warn 
them  not  to  be  too  eaaily  quieted,  or  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  all  will  be  well.  I  have  been  a  looker  on  here  too  long 
not  to  gather  something  from  tho  signs  of  the  limes.  It  is 
quite  evident  to  me  that  the  party,  whatever  may  be  it* 
strength,  which  is  sincerely  disposed  to  destroy  all  banks, 
and  provide  a  gold  and  silver  currency,  or  a  currency  con- 
stituted of  Government  paper,  or  ono  compounded  of  the 
two,  seeing  that  they  are  foiled  for  the  present,  and  that 
they  cannot  succeed  here,  have  determined  not  to  press  the 
question  for  the  present.  They  want  another  trial  before 
the  people,  and  our  good  conservatives,  when  they  least 
expect  an  onset,  may  feel  themselves  overwhelmed  by  what 
is  denominated  the  democracy  of  numbers. 
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But  to  return  to  toe  question.    What  I  contend  for  is, 
the  Government,  et  every  point  where  its  disburse- 


are  to  be  made,  shall  pay  in  the  currency  or  bank 
pajier  which  ia  there  current  and  receivable  at  par  in  the 
payment  of  debts,  or  for  property  and  provisions  at  cash 
price*.  It  payment*  are  to  be  made  abroad,  or  to  Indian 
tribes,  which  are  placed  upon  the  footing  of  foreign  nations, 
let  the  gold  and  stiver  be  bought  for  these  disbursements, 
at  the  charge  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  fit ;  it  being  much 
better  that  the  people  should  pay  this  premium  for  specie 
in  these  instances  than  to  be  taxed  and  harassed  tenfold 
by  the  policy  now^fcpc ration.  If  the  Government  shall 
do  this,  there  will  beroiend  of  all  Treasury  embarrassments. 
Well,  why  shall  not  the  Government  be  compelled  to  this 
course  1  Is  there  any  practical  inconvenience  in  the  plan 
proposed  !    We  shall  see. 

Our  greatest  disbursements,  at  present,  are  in  a  quarter 
where,  it  is  said,  we  have  the  largest  amount  of  unavaila- 
ble funds— in  the  vicinity  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi— growing  out  of  the  Florida  war,  and  to  subsist 
the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  that  whole  region, 
the  borders  of  it,  the  notes  of  the  Georgia,  Ala- 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  banks  are  current  at  par. 
The  same  state  of  things  exists  on  the  northwestern  fron- 
tier. The  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
and  Missouri,  are  current  throughout  that  region.  If  yoti 
want  to  disburse  moneys  upon  the  great  rivers  of  the  inte- 
rior, or  upon  the  great  national  road  which  is  being  con- 
structed through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
or  upon  the  harbors  of  Lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Ontario, 
the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  or  New 
York,  are  current  in  every  part  of  those  districts.  If  dis- 
bursements are  to  be  mailt*  at  any  point  upon  the  Atlantic, 
at  your  navy  yards,  upon  your  fortifications,  or  in  this  city, 
at  all  these  various  points  the  local  bank  notes  are  current 
at  par,  in  payment  not  only  of  old  debts,  but  for  property 
at  reduced  prices;  for,  the  principal  amount  of  debt  in 
every  section  is  owing  to  the  banks,  and  the  great  demand 
is  for  bank  notes,  and  not  for  specie.  Thus  it  is  demon- 
strated there  can  be  no  practical  difficulty  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  policy  called  for  by  the  beat 


country. 
Willi 


there  be  any  injustice  done  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment by  this  course  of  policy  !  The  very  idea  thai  there 
can  be  any  injustice,  under  the  circumstances,  to  the  pub- 
lic creditors,  is  an  absurdity.  An  officer  or  creditor,  wider 
existing  circumstances,  who  receives  specie  from  the  Gov- 
tt,  gets  notoriously  ten  per  cent,  advance  upon  bis 
[table  demand.  Equal  right  and  justice,  in  all 
changes  in  prices,  produced  by  a  curtailment 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  would  returns 
that  all  past  contracts  fur  the  payment  of  moneys  rhould 
be  scaled  and  reduced  according  to  the  appreciation  of 
money  and  the  depreciation  of  property  which  has  token 
place  since  the  date  of  the  contract ;  and  our  laws  do  not 


require  thi*,  not  because  it  would  not  be  just,  hut  because 
of  the  evils*  attending  a  fluctuating  standard  of  money 
value.  But  the  truth  is,  that  bank  notes  are,  at  tbia  tiny, 
worth  more— >they  will  buy  more  provisions  or  property  of 
any  kind,  at  cash  prices,  than  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  would  have  commanded  at  any  time  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years.  It  is  no  injustice,  then,  to  compel 
the  public  creditors  to  receive  hank  notes'  in  payment  of 
their  demands  upon  the  Government. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  it  would  be  unconstitutional 
and  illegal  for  the  Government  to  pay,  or  offer  to  pay,  its 
officers  and  creditors  in  depreciated  bank  paper.  Very  well, 
sir;  and  suppose  this  to  be  true,  does  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  stand  upon  any  higher  ground  in  this  re- 
spect than  the  millions  of  freemen  for  whose  benefit,  and 
by  whom  the  Government  was  established,  and  who  ate 
"  by  a  moral  necessity,  both  to  receive  and  pay  in 


this  same  depreciated  currency  *  And  this  they  are  forced 
to  do,  not  by  any  default  of  their  own,  but  by  the  gross 
blander*  and  mal-ad ministration  of  that  arrogant  Govern- 
ment which  now  assumes  the  power  to  discriminate,  and 
aftccts  the  right  to  be  discriminated,  in  this  respect,  from 
the  people.  But  are  the  obligations  legal  or  constitutional 
resting  upon  this  Government — the  confederated  Govern- 
ment of  any  higher  or  more  sacred  character  than  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  same  nature  which  bind  the  twenty-six 
.States  of  the  Union,  and  the  people  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacities t  I  call  upon  gentlemen  from  every  quarter,  who 
are  disposed  to  uphold  the  character  and  influence  of  the 
8tate«— I  call  upon  the  gentlemen  of  the  South;  I  call  up- 
on the  gentlemen  who  represent  that  ancient  and  renowned 
Commonwealth,  Virginia,  to  step  forward  and  maintain  the 
equal  honor  and  respectability  of  that  State  of  the  old 
thirteen  especially,  and  lo  vindicate  all  the  States  and  the 
whole  people  from  this  attempted  disparagement — tbia  gross 
slight  of  their  just  pretensions.  Before  the  administration 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  State*;  attempts  lo  set  an 
example  of  constitutional  conformity,  and  of  strict  honesty 
in  the  payment  of  its  debts,  let  it  first  restore  to  the  States 
and  to  the  people  that  sound  condition  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  those  ample  facilities  for  effecting  their  ex- 
changes, which  enable  them  to  keep  their  faith  and  main- 
tain their  integrity  and  punctuality,  and  which  they  enjoy- 
ed before  the  mischievous  and  baneful  pTojectwas  conceiv- 
ed of  reforming  the  currency,  by  putting  down  banks  and 
bank  paper,  and  substituting  gold  and  ailver,  or  a  Govern* 
ment  paper  circulation.  Let  them  do  this,  and  the  admin- 
istration may  urge  with  some  propriety  the  obligations  of 
honor  and  good  faith,  to  pay  their  debts  in  gold  and  diver; 
and,  until  they  shall  do  this,  whatever  they  may  profess, 
the  world  will  conclude,  and  justly  too,  that  the  nholo  ben- 
efit to  be  derived  from  this  strict  regard  to  legal  obligation 
will  accrue  to  the  officeholders,  and  others  who  happen  to 
be  creditors  and  dependants  upon  the  General  Government. 
That  favored  class  will  receive  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
their  just  demands  upon  the  Government.  Under  the 
present  state  of  thing!*,  the  disbursement  of  thirty  milliom 
of  dollars  annually  in  gold  and  silver  among  the  officehold- 
ers, contractors,  and  other  creditors  of  the  Government, 
will  put  into  their  pockets  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars 
in  a  currency  which  will  pay  their  debts  at  par,  and  enable 
them  to  acquire  more  piopcrty  than  an  equal  amount  of 
gold  and  silver  could  have  done  during  several  years  past. 
This  will  be  the  mighty  result  of  this  new  born,  puritanic 
spirit,  which  appears  now  to  actuate  the  adminislrstiou  in 
complying  with  ihe  obligations  of  the  Government.  Their 
policy  will  confer  upon  the  officeholder?  and  others,  who 
compose  the  trained  hands  of  the  parly  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  a  bounty  of  three  millions  of  dollars;  and  by  this 
measure  their  allegiance  will  be  secured,  and  their  energies 
duly  stimulated,  to  sustain  an  administration  so  generous 
and  munificent  to  thorn. 

But  does  the  Government  pledge  itself  that,  if  this  bill 
passes,  no  more  bank  or  other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold 
and  silver  will  be  offered  in  payment  of  any  of  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  ?  I  do  not  understand  tha^  the  Gov- 
ernment cornea  under  any  new  obligations  in  this  respect ; 
and  after  wo  shall  have  passed  this  bill,  we  have  no  secu- 
rity that  some  of  the  public  creditors,  as  heretofore,  will  not 
l>e  compelled,  at  the  discretion  ol  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  take  depreciated  paper,  or  get  nothing,  until  it  shall  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  Treasury.  Unless  the  administra- 
tion shall  come  under  some  higher  obligations  of  principle 
than  they  have  heretofore  recognised  in  practice,  it  does 
not  appear  but  they  may  still  pay  one  class  of  creditors  in 
gold  and  ailver,  and  another  in  bank  paper,  or  other  paper 
below  par.  This  power  of  discrimination  between  different 
classes  of  creditors,  I  regard  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
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and  it  will  low!  to  the  rankest  corruption  if  it  is 
to  continue. 

It  Is  said  the  credit  of  the  Government  will  be  affected  if 
depreciated  bank  paper  (hould  be  offered  to  the  public  cred- 
itors; and  it  is  pretended  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  credit  of  the  Government.  What 
credit  da  gentlemen  allude  tol  If  it  is  pretended  that  the 
credit  of  the  Government  had  not  already  been  tarnished— 
if  it  is  alleged  (hat  its  credit  is  not  every  day  stained  by  of- 
fering depreciated  [taper  in  discbarge  of  public  debts,  it  is 
notoriuua  that  the  facta  are  against  the  argument.  Rank 
and  other  depreciated  paper  has  not  ouly  liren  offered,  but 
in  many  cases  it  has  actually  been  put  off  upon  a  portion 
of  the  public  creditors,  and  some  cf  them  the  most  deserv- 
ing. A  portion  of  the  volunteers  of  Tennessee  were  not 
;ually  paid  in  bank  paper,  depreciated 
per  cent,  below  the  par  of  specie,  during  the  last 
summer,  and  when,  at  the  same  time,  federal  officehold- 
ers, residing  just  across  the  line  between  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, and  Mi.*i«8ippi,  received  their  salaries  in  gold  and 
silver,  which  commanded  a  premium  of  fifteen  per  cent,  in 
Tennessee  currency !  After  this,  let  no  one  say  that  there 
is  no  difference  established,  under  the  present  order  of  things, 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed — between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  people;  nor  let  it  be  pretended  that  this 
Government  has  maintained  its  credit  untarnished  by  the 
contact  of  depreciated  paper.  But,  sir,  1  affirm  that  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  has 
not  been  impaired  by  the  payment  of  bank  or  other  depre- 
ciated paper  to  its  creditors.  I  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  the 
credit  of  (his  Government,  so  far  as  that  credit  is  the  result 
of  the  public  confidence  in  the  resources  of  the  country  and 
the  disposition  of  the  Government  to  pay  its  debts,  stands 
a<  high  at  this  moment  as  at  any  time  heretofore. 

This  Government  can  now  borrow  whatever  money  may 
be  necessary  to  its  want*  at  as  low  a  rate  of  interest  a-*  At 
any  time  of  its  existence.  [Mr.  BtaesasT  said  lower.] 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  sits  near  mc,  says 
that  the  Government  can  now  borrow  money  at  a  lower 
of  interest  than  heretofore.  Then  it  is  clear  that  the 
as  sustained  no  loss  of  credit  by  having  paid 
out  depreciated  paper  op  to  this  time.  Why  not,  then, 
continue  the  practice  7  Why  not  make  it  uniform  !  Why 
not  at  once  raise  all  the  paper  of  solvent  banks  to  the  same 
rd  of  value,  and  pay  all  the  public  creditors  in  the 
hum  1  There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not, 
determination  which  exists  with  the  adminis- 
i  to  perse  vera  in  their  fatal  course  of  experiments. 
What,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this  depreciation  of  bank  paper, 
which,  it  is  said,  is  an  objection  to  the  policy  of  receiving 
it  in  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue  1  Suppose  this 
adnuniatration  were  dis|waed  to  restore  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  vhould  resolve  to  receive  in  payment  of  all 
public  dues  tho  notes  of  all  solvent  banks  upon  euch  con- 
ditions and  securities  as  shall  make  the  Government  per- 
fectly safe,  what  would  the  depreciation  amount  to  7  By 
this  act  of  the  Government  the  demand  for  specie  would 
in  every  part  of  the  Union  in  a  great  measure ;  and, 
the  foreign  debt  »hall  be  paid,  the  difference  in  value 
bank  paper  and  gold  and  silver  would  be  more 
neauitial  than  real  in  all  the  larger  cities.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Cirbiium]  haa  told  us  that  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  great  emporinm  of  our  trade, 
and  the  centre  of  exchange,  bank  paper  is  now  only  about 
four  and  a  half  or  five  per  cent,  below  par.  Let  the  Gov- 
ernment, then,  resolve  to  take  it  in  payment  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  from  that  moment  it  will  assume  nearly  par 
value,  and  in  lees  than  sixty  days  nil  the  Eastern  banks 
can  resume  specie  payments.  The  merchants  then  could 
pay  their  bonds;  they  would  ask  no  more  indulgence.  Mil- 
iately  be  poured  into  the  Treasury.  The 


West,  and  particularly  in  the  Southwest  -,  and,  if  the  ad- 
ministration should  be  well  disposed,  every  solvent  bank 
in  the  Union  could  resume  specie  payments  in  a  few 
months.  The  demand  for  specie  having  ceased,  the  Gov- 
ernment being  no  longer  in  tho  market  bidding  for  it, 
every  serious  impediment  to  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments will  be  removed.  With  the  crops  of  the  present 
year  in  the  Southwest,  and  with  proper  indulgence  and 
assistance  from  the  Government,  the  banks  in  that  quarter 
need  not  be  long  in  the  rear  of  the  Eastern  banks,  if  at  all. 
Sir,  I  repeat  that  this  Government,  if  it  is  so  disposed,  can 
promptly  restore  the  present  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  to  as  sound  a  condition  as  it  was  in  before  the  late 
suspension.  Many  of  the  States  would  no  doubt  guaran- 
tee the  safety  of  all  the  paper  of  the  banks  within  their 
limits  now  in  circulation.  Every  solvent  bank  would  fur- 
nish satisfactory  securities,  and  all  would  come  under  such 
conditions  as  would  guaranty,  both  to  the  Government 
and  the  country,  that  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the 
credit  thus  given  to  their  paper  by  adding  to  the  amount 
already  in  circulation.  Then,  sir,  we  should  no  longer 
see  in  this  free  country  the  Government  harassing  and 
oppressing  its  citizens  by  collecting  its  taxes  in  gold  and 
silver,  to  be  distributed  among  those  who  have  the  good 
fortune  to  be  engaged  in  the  public  service,  while  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  have  no  other  currency  in  use  among 
tbem  but  bank  paper;  a  stale  of  things  which,  for  the 
honor  and  character  of  free  Government,  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  a  day  longer  than  a  remedy  could  possibly  be 
applied. 

Then,  sir,  as  a  measure  of  coercion  against  the  admin- 
istration— a  measure  ol  compulsion— 1  would  reject  this 
bill.  We  know  the  administration  is  hostile  to  the  present 
circulating  medium  of  the  country  ;  that  hostility  is  avow- 
ed distinctly  in  the  message.  In  the  newspaper  organs  of 
the  party,  and  from  a  hundred  different  sources  besides, 
we  learn  that  it  is  the  policy  of  a  large  party  in  the  coun- 
try to  mako  banks  eud  bank  paper  as  odious  as  possible 
among  the  people,  and  finallv  to  break  tbem  down.  It  is, 
then,  the  policy  of  this  party'to  prevent  the  l»anks  from  re- 
auming  specie  payments ;  it  is  their  policy  still  further  to 
cripple  the  operations  of  the  banks.  To  compel  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  the  course,  therefore,  which  the  public 
good  requires,  and  that  is  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
present  circulation  of  the  country,  I  would  withhold  my 
vote  from  thie  bill,  if  there  were  no  other  reason  in  my 
mind  to  justify  that  course.  Withhold  the  aid  required 
by  this  bill,  and  all  will  be  well  in  ninety  days ;  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  compelled  to  receive  and  pay  out  bank 
paper,  and  that  is  all  that  is  necessary,  under  proper  lim- 
itationa  and  precautions,  to  bring  about  a  general  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
ha»  informed  us  that  one  object  to  be  accomplished  by  this 
bill  will  be  to  supply  a  medium  of  exchange,  a  species  of 
paper  which  we  will  find  very  convenient,  and  a  great  re- 
lief at  this  time  in  the  West.  I  can  inform  the  gentleman 
that  he  will  do  a  much  greater  service  to  the  West  by 
taking  Eastern  bank  notes  and  disbursing  them 


remittance  than  any  Government  paper  that  can  be  created, 
and  thoy  answer  all  the  purposes  we  desire.  But,  sir,  I 
know  but  too  well  the  real  grounds  upon  which  this  bill  is 
urged  through  Congress.  It  is  not  because  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  get  along  without  it ;  it  is  not  because  there 
is  any  particular  interest  felt  in  relieving  any  particular 
section  of  the  country.  It  is  because,  by  this  measure,  and 
this  measure  alone,  the  administration  can  venture  upon 
any  new  experiment  upon  the  currency  and  finsnces  of  the 
country.  This  is  a  principal  motive.  Another  one  is, 
beyond  all  doubt,  to  furnish  a  medium  of  exchange  be- 
tween the  different  sections  of  tho  Union,  »0  as  to  silence, 
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if  possible,  the  clamors  of  those  who  are  continually  de- 
claring that  wo  must  have  a  national  bank.  The  first 
great  measure  of  relief  which  the  country  requires,  is  to 
restore  tho  existing  paper  currency  to  a  Bound  condition. 
There  can  be  no  substantial  relief  until  this  is  done.  I 
need  n-it  tell  gentlemen  how  this  can  be  dona.  They 
know  well  enough  how  ii  could  bo  done.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion in  what  manner  and  by  what  agency  the  exchangee 
of  the  country  are  to  be  regulated,  and  a  suitable  medium 
for  this  purpose  supplied,  it  need  not  now  be  discussed. 
Upon  the  subject  of  a  national  bank,  although  I  am  prepared 
to  give  my  support  to  the  establishment  of  one  whenever 
it  shall  be  wise  and  expedient  to  make  the  attempt,  yet  I 
am  by  no  means  so  sanguine  as  some  of  my  friends  upon 
this  floor,  that  such  an  institution  will  be  established,  at 
least  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Although  I  represent  a 
section  of  the  country  which  suffer*  great  embarrassment* 
for  the  want  of  an  institution  of  that  nature,  yet  1  have 
felt  it  to  bo  my  duty  to  advise  them  that  they  wero  proba- 
bly destined  to  sutler  still  greater  embarrassments  before 
their  wishes  could  be  realized  in  Ibis  respect.  As  for  any 
relief  of  that  nature  from  the  present  Congress,  I  informed 
them,  before  I  set  out  for  this  place,  that  there  was  no  hope. 
The  state  of  parties — the  various  conflicting  interest*  in 
the  different  sections  forbid  the  expectation.  My  opinion 
of  the  remote  prospect  which  exists  of  the  establishment  of 
a  national  bank,  is  strengthened  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  States  of  Virgiuia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Ala- 
bama, have  so  united  and  combined  their  financial  inter- 
ests with  their  respective  bonks,  as  to  create  a  general  op- 
position to  any  institution  which  threatens  to  diminish  the 
profits  of  local  banking,  and  thereby  curtail  the  local  revenue. 
For  these  various  reasons  I  have  not  relied  upon  a  national 
bank  as  a  means  of  relief  at  the  present  time.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  go  all  proper  lengths  in  the  support  of  such  meas- 
ures as  in  my  judgment  will  bring  present  relief,  without 
entailing  upon  tho  country  permanent  evil ;  of  this  last 
description  I  regard  the  measures  proposed  by  the  present 
administration— such  I  regard  the  bill  under  consideration 
to  be.  To  attempt  a  relief  by  the  issue  of  a  Government  pa- 
per, I  believe  will  be  a  fundamental,  a  fatal  error;  not, 
sir,  because  the  Government  cannot  supply  a  very  good 
circulating  medium  for  the  preeentr-not  that  the  Govern* 
inent  cannot  administer  present  relief  to  any  extent  that 
may  be  desired,  but  because  I  feel  the  strongest  conviction, 
that  more  intolerable  mischiefs  will  grow  out  of  this  mode 
of  relief  ultimately  than  any  we  now  suffer.  Yea,  sir,  I 
believe  this  Government  can  supply  a  circulating  medium, 
cheap,  convenient,  sale,  and  abundant.  1  say  safe  in  a 
mercantile  sense;  tho  paper  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  might  answer  all  the  purposes  of  currency 
and  exchange,  without  the  danger  of  pecuniary  loss;  at 
all  events,  until  tho  ,  jwer  to  issue  paper  money  should  be 
abused  by  excecdiug  the  demand  ;  but,  sir,  in  every  other 
sense  that  can  occur  to  the  imagination,  such  a  currency 
would  I*  utterly  unsafe — unsafe  t-»  the  purity  and  econo- 
my of  this  Government—  unsafe  to  the  rights  of  the 
States — unsafe  to  tbe  constitution— unsafe  to  the  liber* 
lies  of  ourselves  and  our  posterity.  But  still  the  Gov- 
ernment can  give  present  relief.  Yes,  air,  it  can  supply  a 
perfectly  sound  medium  of  exchange.  It  could,  if  tbe  ad- 
ministration were  desperate  and  wicked  enough,  and  it 
should  continue  as  heretofore  to  be  sustained  by  a  dead 
majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress — it  could  issue  Gov- 
ernment paper  sufficient  to  supply  the  entire  circulation  of 
the  country  ;  and  vthitthcr  such  a  design  bo  already  form- 
ed or  not,  it  is  because  I  sec  in  this  bill,  and  its  natural 
tendencies,  enough  to  put  us  upon  our  guard ;  enough  to 
awaken  our  suspicions  that  the  administration  are  medita- 
ting such  a  policy,  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  be  the 
precursor  of  others  more  objectionable,  that  I  would  set 
myself  against  it,  whatever  relief  it  moy  hold  out  for  the 
present. 


I  must  Bay  a  word  or  two  to  those  gentlemen  in  this 

House  who  aro  understood  to  differ  with  the  President  in 
his  views  upon  the  subject  of  the  sub  •Treasury  scheme, 
although  they  belong  to  the  same  political  party  ;  if  they 
mean  to  be  the  protectors  or  conservators  of  any  thing  else 
hut  the  contemptible  and  paltry  interest  of  money  a 
stock,  they  will  not,  upon  this  question,  desert  the 
of  the  great  body  ot  the  people,  and  especially  of  the  debtor 
or  weaker  class,  and  unite  with  the  enemies  oi  both.  It  is 
not  certain  if  in  their  seal  to  come  to  some  compromise  of 
tbe  threatened  seism  of  the  party,  and  by  agreeing  to  ex- 
clude all  bank  notes  from  this  time  forth,  unless  they  are 
convertible  into  specie  on  demand,  they  have  not  already 
sacrificed  the  darling  interest  ot  hank  slock  and  bank  divi- 
dends. Tbey  certainly  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  avowed 
enemies  of  the  banks,  (1  mean  tbe  gentlemen  now  at  the 
head  of  affairs,)  to  manage  and  control  the  new  fiscal  sys- 
tem, with  whatever  modifications  it  may  be  i 
to  make  it  produce  the  result  moat  favorable  to  i 
es;  and,  rely  upon  it,  if  tbey  continue  hostile "to  the  bank* 
and  to  bonk  paper,  the  new  Treasury  machinery,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  will  be  so  mauaged  as  to  bring  both  into 
disrepute.  Let  gentlemen  take  warning  ot  the  late  of  the 
deposit*  act  of  1836.     That  act,  unfortunately  for  the 


country,  was  committed  to  its  enemies  to  ei 
the  whole  country  has  been  mode  to  suffer,  thai  those 
foretold  evil  therefrom  might  acquire  credit  for  sagacity* 
Nothing  can  be  more  certain,  in  my  judgment,  then  this 
proposition,  that  the  banks  cannot  resume  -pecie  payment* 
at  all  while  tbe  administration,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing 
now-a-days,  while  the  Government  continues  hostile  te 
them.  It  ia  my  opininion  that,  without  the  active  interpo- 
sition of  the  Government — without  actual  aid  from  the 
Government,  the  banks  cannot  resume  ;  but,  sir,  suppose  a 
majority  of  Congress  shall  a^rce  to  pass  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  in  such  ahape  that  tbe  collectors  and  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue  shall  be  compelled  to  receive  tbe  notes 
of  specie-paying  bunks  at  par,  if  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the 
executive  department  of  the  Government  still  to  carry  on 
the  war  against  banks  and  bank  paper,  and  especially  if  it 
shall  enter  into  the  plans  of  the  Executive  to  convert  these 
sub-treasuties  into  branches  of  a  great  central  office  in  this 
city,  which  is  to  supply  a  circulating  medium  founded 
upon  the  credit  of  the  Government,  can  a  doubt  exist  as 
to  the  perfect  esse  with  which  the  hanks  may  be  managed 
or  controlled  either  way  ?  If  it  shall  be  thought  best  that 
they  never  uhull  resume  the  payment  of  specie,  what  power 
will  exist  in  the  country  to  counteract  the  secret  order*  of 
the  Executive,  acting  upon  and  through  his  dependants 
and  creatures  in  every  collection  district  1  and  what  bank 
would  be  able,  in  tbe  face  of  such  a  powerful  enemy,  to 
resume  tbe  payment  of  their  notes  in  specie  1  But  it  may 
become  tbe  policy  of  the  foes  of  the  (State  banks  to  favor 
tbe  resumption  of  specie  pay  menu,  that  they  may  the  more 
easily  prostrate  them  ;  it  msy  become  neceMuuy  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  plans,  that  the  bank*  should  resume,  that 
their  vaults  should  be  opened,  that  those  of  tbe  sub-treasu- 
ries may  be  filled.  If  tho  hanks  should  resume,  and  the 
Government  should  continue  hostile  to  them,  no  support 
tbey  coukl  extend  to  each  other — no  combination  of  inter- 
ests on  their  part,  could  prevent  the  Government  from  sjo*t- 
ting  up  tbe  vaults  of  one  after  another  until  aU  shall  have 
failed.  There  is  no  escape  from  the  designs  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  it  shall  continue  hostile  to  the  present  banking 
system,  until  the  people  ehall  change  the  administration, 
or  unless  you  refuse  to  grant  tho  supplies  necessary  to  the 
war,  or,  in  other  words,  unless  you  reject  this  bill  and  re- 
duce the  Government  at  once  to  tlie  necessity  of  resorting 
to  the  use  of  the*  same  currency  which  tbe  people  are 
obliged  to  put  up  with. 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  stand  hero  the  sup- 
r,  not  of  the  banks,  but  of 
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opposition  to  this  bill.  As  for  the  bank  stock  interest, 
and  those  whose  course  is  dictated  by  the  grovelling  policy 
of  preserving  the  State  banks,  for  the  sake  of  them**  Ives, 
or  for  the  sake  of  individual  interests,  I  know  not  whether 
I  would  most  pity  or  despise  them.  If  I  were  to  consult 
my  own  personal  feelings,  I  would  not  suffer  an  incorpo- 
rated bank  to  exist ;  but,  sir,  it  is  the  various  interests 
with  which  these  banks  are  connected  ;  it  is  the  general 
interest ;  it  is  the  interest  alike  of  merchant,  farmer,  and 
manufacturer ;  of  the  laborer  as  well  as  of  the  capitalist, 
that  they  shall  be  protected  against  the  hands  which  are 
now  uplifted  to  destroy  them. 

I  regard  the  proposition  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  to  sup- 
ply any  alleged  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  supply  the  circulation  of  the  country,  at  this  par- 
ticular period,  as  one  of  the  most  mischievous  and  wicked 
projects  that  could  be  resorted  to  under  any  circumstances. 
The  bad  tendency  of  it  cannot  be  doubled,  and  the  bad 
results  are  almost  as  certain.  In  the  first  place,  this  is  a 
resort  which  ought  to  be  reserved  and  held  sacred  for  those 
high  emergencies  which  happen  to  all  nations,  at  some 
period  or  other  in  their  history ;  erocrgcncicH  growing  out 
of  a  state  of  war ;  such  as  threaten  danger  to  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  the  country.  Then,  and  then  only, 
should  the  Government  exercise  the  power  of  making 
money,  or  availing  itself,  at  once,  of  its  power  and  its 
credit,  by  issuing  its  own  notes.  The  example,  in  time  of 
pence,  is  a  bad,  and  may  l>ecome  a  fatal  one.  The  object 
now  to  be  accomplished,  and  which  need  not  again  be 
pointed  out,  is  sufficiently  objectionable,  but  the  conse- 
quences which  may,  and  probably  will,  follow  from  it  are 
appaiing.  If  there  is  any  member  in  this  House,  who  con- 
siders that  economy  in  the  Government  ought  to  be 
cherished  and  supported— if  there  be  any  who  hold  that 
there  is  any  thing  in  tho  idea  of  reform  but  a  mere  name, 
a  catch  word,  to  mislead  the  people ;  if  there  are  any  who 
think  that  there  is  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
increase  of  Executive  patronage,  I  call  upon  them  to  reject 
this  bill.  I  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  8oulh_l  ap- 
peal  especially  to  thst  portion  of  them  who  are  the  advo- 
cates of  State*'  rights,  and  who  would  maintain  their  due 
influence  in  the  confederacy,  to  oppose  this  measure.  I 
call,  more  especially,  upon  those  who  believe  that  the 
greatest  danger  which  threatens  our  system,  is  a  concen- 
tration of  all  power  in  the  General  Government,  to  unite 
with  me  in  going  against  this  bill.  Has  the  idea  of  con. 
sol idation  tost  all  its  tenon  J  Have  all  fears  of  such  a  re- 
sult subsided  in  this  House  1  If  there  are  any  remains  of 
that  spirit  yet  left,  which  in  former  times  filled  this  ball 
with  remonstrances  upon  thia  subject,  it  is  time  it  should 
arouse  itself.  This  bill  is  prepared  under  the  most  artful 
disguises,  and  the  avowed  object  is  attractive  and  seduc- 
tive ;  it  is  urged  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  people  as  well 
as  to  the  Government ;  it  is  said  that  it  will  furnish  n 
medium  of  exchange,  which  will  tend  greatly  to  relieve 
the  interior  and  Southwest.  I  for  one,  sir,  was  not  taken 
by  surprise  by  the  introduction  of  this  measure.  I  fore- 
saw the  probable  attempt  to  establish  a  Treasury  bank,  and 
I  warned  my  constituents,  during  the  summer,  that  the  ad- 
ministration  might  seek  to  repair  the  mischief  their  folly 
had  done  tho  country,  by  the  establishment  of  n  Govern- 
ment bank.  1  had  the  high  gratification  of  addressing  a 
large  assembly  of  freemen  of  my  district,  not  long  since, 

.   I ; f    ~ . ,  1 . )  L.,.  i    f   ,  i  .       '  j . ,        _  i,  I '  L, ...      .  „ 

reuei  couiu  oo  aninipaieti  ironi  mo  eeny  rsiamimmeni  oi 
n  national  bank,  yet  thnl  the  embarrassment*  which  they 
labored  under  could  all  1«  removed  by  the  administration, 
by  the  party  in  power,  if  thoy  thought  proper  ;  hut  when 
I  explained  to  them  the  means  by  which  it  might  l»e  Bt- 
that  it  would  be  by  i««uing  a  Government  pa- 


per, and,  in  effect,  by  establishing  a 
the  credit  of  the  Government ;  and 


them  in  behalf  of  those  higher  and  dearer  interests  which 
would  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  such  a  measure  of  relief,  and 
called  upon  them  to  aay  whether  they  were  not  prepared 
to  auller  still  greater  evils  than  those  which  now  oppressed 
them — whether  they  were  not  ready  to  sacrifice  half  their 
estates  and  property,  before  they  would  accept  present  re- 
lief at  so  much  risk  to  tho  constitution  and  pubbc  liberty, 
the  general  exclamation  was :  "  we  will  sacrifice  the  whole 
first !"  Of  such  mate  rials  are  the  farmers  ami  mechanics, 
whom  it  is  my  pride — nay,  sir,  my  glory,  to  represent  upon 
this  floor. 

We  hear  the  severest  denunciations  pronounced  against 
a  pnper  currency  every  day  upon  this  floor,  yet  we  are 
about  to  add  to  the  stock  of  paper  monsy  now  on  band 
in  the  country  ;  and  while  the  whole  Union  is  filled  with 
the  clamor  which  has  been  artfully  excited  ogamst  all  bank*-', 
the  nation,  in  my  opinion,  is  upon  the  eve  of  seeing  estab- 
lished, under  the  disguise  of  sub-treasuries,  at  every  im- 

and  under  the  control  i :        •  x     ;  v, 
Government ! 

I  happen  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  a  source  entitled 
to  the  highest  confidence,  and  I  presume  you,  air,  know 
quite  as  well  us  myself,  that  the  war  commenced  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1839,  by  the  late  President, 
was  entered  upon  with  a  determination  to  establish  a  bank 
upon  its  ruins,  founded  upon  the  revonue  and  credit  of  the 
Government.  I  happen  to  know  that  tho  election  of  a 
highly  distinguished  gentleman  of  the  8tate  of  Tennessee 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  urged  by  a  high 
public  functionary,  upon  the  ground  that  he  would  be  high- 
ly useful  to  him  in  executing  his  plans  in  relation  to  a  new 
bank.  How  long  these  original  views  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent continued  to  operate  I  cannot  undertake  to  Plate,  f 
had  sufficient  reason  to  hope  that  in  183S  the  original  de- 
sign of  the  President  was  bid  aside,  or  considerably  mod- 
ified. Judging  from  certain  letters  which  appear  -to  have 
emanated  from  tho  Hermitage,  of  a  eery  late  date,  I  would 
infer  that  the  policy  of  establishing  a  Treasury  bank  bad 
been  wholly  abandoned  in  that  quarter ;  but,  sir,  even  as 
late  as  lost  summer,  there  were  Home  symptoms  of  nn  abid- 
ing determination  to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  was  com- 
menced in  1899.  The  tone  of  one  of  the  leading  journals 
in  that  State,  and  more  particularly  the  course  of  a  gentle- 
man long  a  member  of  this  House,  in  his  canvass  during 
the  summer,  were  striking  facts,  and  they  did  not  pass  un- 
observed. The  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude  baa  been  re- 
puted to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  late  and  present  ad- 
ministrations, and  be  openly  avowed  his,  intention  to  sup- 
port a  bank  founded  upon  the  credit  and  revenue  of  tho 
Government.  But,  why  should  I  refer  to  circumstances, 
to  conjectures,  when,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  we  shall  rind  the  idea  of  a  Treasury 
bank  fully  developed  and  openly  recommended,  not  in  name, 
indeed,  but  under  such  feeble  disguises  that  none  can  mis 
take  the  true  object !  I  will  quote,  in  confirmation  of  what 
I  have  said  upon  this  point,  a  single  paragraph  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury.  After  stating  that 
it  ia  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  furnish  "  some  paper  me- 
dium of  a  higher  character  and  other  than  what  now  ctists," 
and  which  "can  be  readily  secured  without  treading  upon 
the  debatable  ground  of  either  the  power  or  the  policy  of 
chartering  a  national  bank,"  be  proceeds  to  state  that  "cer- 
tificates, not  on  interest,  but  payable  In  specie  to  bearer 
or  order,  as  well  as  being  receivable  for  all  public  dues, 
could  be  authorised  to  be  given  in  payment  to  the  public 
creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  him,  anil  sufficient  specie 
exicted  in  the  Treasury.  This  kind  of  paper  would  be 
very  convenient  in  form,  and  would  differ  very  little  from 


the  drafts  now  in  use  on  banks,  except  being  drawn  on^a 
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this,  but  il**being  receivable,  in  the  first  instance,  for  ail 
public  due*.  It  would  possess  the  highest  credit  allowable 
in  society." 

Sir,  after  this  development  of  the  plane  which  have  been 
considered  at  the  Treasury,  who  will  be  found  hardy  enough 
hereafter  to  deny  that  a  Treasury  bank  is  not  to  be— will 
not  be,  supported  by  the  party  in  power ! 

Regarding  it  thus  as  the  settled  policy  of  a  Urge  and 
powerful  party  to  establish  u  bank  connected  with  the  pub* 
lie  Treasury,  and  to  supply  a  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  with  paper  issued  directly  by  the  Government,  I 
shall  consider  the  republic  in  dsnger  until  this  crisis  is  past. 
If,  sir,  you  do  no  more  than  pass  this  bill,  you  set  an  ex- 
ample of  the  most  dangerous  nature.  Once  establish  the 
practice  of  supplying  all  real  or  alleged  deficiencies  in  the 
Treasury  by  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  it  cuts  off  all  hope* 
of  retrenchment — of  limitaiion  or  moderation  in  the  public 
expenditures.  When  an  appropriation  of  money  shall 
hereafter  be  asked  for  some  new  and  extravagant  work  of 
internal  or  other  improvement,  we  shall  have  the  objection 
no  longer  urged  upon  this  flour  that  the  stole  of  the  finan- 
ces will  not  admit  the  expenditure ;  that  there  is  no  money 
in  the  Treasury.  Every  one  will  know  that  the  fact  is  not 
so  ;  that,  for  the  cost  of  the  plates  and  paper,  the  Govern- 
ment can  make  as  much  money  as  we  desire  for  every  pur- 
pose. The  argument  that  we  are  in  want  of  money  will 
be  clamored  down.  We  shall  be  enabled  forthwith  to  buy 
all  the  Indian  lands  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains — to  enrich  all  the  agents,  jobbers,  traders,  and 
other  favorites  upon  the  whole  Western  frontier.  We  can 
construct  as  many  artificial  harbors  upon  our  lake  and  At- 
lantic borders  as  we  desire.  We  shall  be  able  to  erect  a 
chain  of  artificial  fortification  a  upon  our  whole  frontier 
boundary,  on  such  a  plan  as  to  defy  the  approach  of  a  for- 
eign enemy.  We  shall  be  able  to  place  all  our  public  es- 
tablishments upon  a  scale  of  magnificence  and  grandeur 
corresponding  with  our  great  name  and  boundless  resources; 
for  there  will,  for  a  long  time,  be  no  want  of  money  in  the 
Treasury.  We  shall,  indeed,  have  a  splendid  Govern- 
ment, and  be  able  to  challenge  the  admiration  of  all  the 
nations;  but,  whether  our  wisdom  or  our  folly  will  most 
astonish  mankind,  I  leave  it  for  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
to  determine.  Whether  we  shall  long  remain  a  free  peo- 
ple will  soon  cease  to  be  a  question.  Sir,  when  we  shall 
once  have  sol  the  example  of  replenishing  the  Treasury, 
upon  any  alleged  emergency  in  time  of  peace,  by  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  the  practice  will  become  permanent.  In 
a  Government  like  ours,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  retrieve 
a  false  step  like  this ;  we  shall  never  be  able  to  correct  a 
policy  which  will  be  entwined  with  so  many  interests,  until 
a  revulsion  shall  come,  which  shall  shake,  ay,  prostrate 
the  n<>w  seemingly  solid  columns  which  support  the  fabric 
of  our  liberty  in  the  dust. 

Mr.  Bill  made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  the 
connexion  between  commerce  and  the  banking  system  in 
this  country,  and  showed  how  much  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  depended  upon  the  credit  system ;  and  conclud- 
ed by  moviog  to  strike  out  tbe  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELKNG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BR0N80N  said  he  felt  unwilling  that  tbe  question 
should  be  taken  on  the  motion  now  pending,  aud  that  tbe 
bill  should  finally  pass  from  this  House,  without  giving  his 
views  upon  the  measure  under  consideration  ;  and,  from  the 
peculiar  character  which  this  delfale  had  now  assumed,  and 
particularly  since  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  Mr.  Baossox  said  he  felt  more  strongly 
impelled  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  would  influ- 
ence his  vote,  and  which  rendered  it  clear  to  his  mind  that 
the  bill  under  consideration  should  become  a  law.  I  have 
(said  Mr.  B  )  regarded  this  measure  as  one  peculiarly  cal- 
o  relieve  the  pecuniary  distresses  of  the  country 


generally,  and  to  benefit  the  people,  as  well  as  to  furnish 
immediate  aid  to  the  Treasury  ;  as  one  which  hss  been 
viewed  in  that  light  by  all  parties  in  and  out  of  this  House, 
and  oven  till  within  the  lest  forty-eight  hours,  I  did 
not  consider  thst  there  was  any  serious  opposition  to 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  or  Government  stock,  in 
some  form.     On  my  journey  to  this  city,  I  frequently 
heard  it  suggested  that  such  a  measure  would  be  eminent- 
ly calculated  to  give  relief,  and  one  which  Congress  should 
adopt  by  all  means,  if  practicable:  and,  what  is  woithy 
of  remark,  these  suggestions,  in  almost  all  instances, 
came  from  the  opposition — from  the  political  friends  of 
those  who  are  now  opposing  this  bill  on  this  floor.  After 
my  arrival  here,  the  project  was  frequently  spoken  of,  and 
alwsys  with  favor;  in  fact,  a  sen timont  decidedly  friendly 
to  tho  measure  prevailed  hen1,  so  far  an  I  heard  any  expres- 
sion on  the  subject,  (with  one  or  two  exceptions,)  until 
about  forty -eight  hours  ago,  and  after  this  bill  had  been 
some  time  under  discussion,  when  suddenly  it  seemed  that 
new  light  had  broken  in  upon  this  matter.  Yesterday 
morning,  Mr.  8peakcr,  we  heard  from  New  York  that 
specie  bad  fallen  in  that  great  commercial  mail— that  Treas- 
I  ury  drafts  were  worth  as  much  all  to  about  1  per  cent,  as 
'  specie — stocks  rising  and  trade  apparently  reviving.  Ther* 
was  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  every  reason  for  the  public  then  to 
suppose,  not  only  that  this  bill  would  pass,  but  that  doty 
bonds  would  be  extended,  and  further  lime  given  to  tbe  de- 
posits banks  to  pay  the  balances  doe  from  them  as  provided 
by  the  bills  on  your  table.    Now,  sir,  it  is  a  little  singular 
that  on  the  Teceipt  of  this  news,  and  when  it  would  seem 
that  better  times  were  dawning  upon  tbe  country,  when 
business  appeared  to  be  reviving,  and  when  this  and  other 
measures  recommended  by  the  Executive,  which  it  might 
be  supposed  would  pa**  this  House,  appeared  to  have  the 
effect  to  allay  excitement  and  restore  confidence— —I  eay  it  is 
singular,  sir,  at  such  a  moment,  that  a  most  vigorous  ef- 
fort is  suddenly  made  to  defeat  this  bill,  and  prevent  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  which,  on  all  hands,  so  far  as  I 
have  understood,  has  been  viewed  as  a  measure  so  well  cal- 
culated for  the  relief  of  the  country.    We  have  heard 
much,  air,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  Government  taking  care 
of  itself  without  any  care  for  the  people.    Tbe  measures 
recommended  by  the  administration  hsve  been  denounced 
on  this  floor  as  having  a  sinale  eye  to  that  object,  and  it 
has  been  made  matter  of  complaint  here  that  no  measures 
of  relief,  for  tbe  pet . 
has  been  looked  upon  as  a  i 
people  aa  well  as  the  Government;  as  a  measure  that  would 
throw  into  circulation  ten  million  of  dolhrs,  which  would 
be  equal  to  so  much  addition  to  the  specie  capital  of  the 
country— furnishing  great  facilities,  either  as  remittances 
or  domestic  exchanges,  particularly  to  all  classes  of  the 
commercial  community.    And  yet,  sir,  the  moment  there 
is  a  prospect  that  this  measure  will  he  adopted,  and  carried 
too  as  an  administration  measure,  the  whole  opposition  par- 
ty arc  arrayed  against  it ;  and  unless  I  have  entirely  mis- 
understood the  scope  nnd  tenor  of  this  debate,  their  hoJ- 
tility  to  the  measure,  if  it  did  not  originate  on  reception  of 
the  news  from  Nsw  York  above  alluded  to,  it  did,  at  least, 
then  assume  a  more  vigorous,  obstinate,  end  powerful 
sha|>e,  so  much  so  as  to  impress  upon  my  mind  most  strong- 
ly tho  belief  that  there  was  some  connexion  between  the 
cause  and  effect. 

Did  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  suppose  that  if  this  bill 
passed  it  would  immediately  give  relief,  restore  confidence, 
and  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  administration  !  Thst 
such  will  be  the  effect,  to  a  very  great  extent,  I  have  no 
duubt ;  and  I  had  hoped  that  this  consideration  might  not 
be  entirely  overlooked  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill ;  or,  if 
noted  by  them,  that  it  t 
I  hope  it  hss  not. 

Mr  Speaker,  I  have  I 
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and  given  thein  all  due  attention ;  nnd  the  various  objections 
which  have  been  raited  in  the  progress  of  this  discussion 
against  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  have  received  from  me 
attentive  consideration. 

I  was  in  favor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if  the  state  of 
the  Treasury  was  such  as  to  warrant  it,  and  I  have  heard 
nothing  yet  which  to  my  mind  is  a  sufficient  objection 
against  it.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  occupy  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  tho  point  at  which 
we  have  arrived  in  this  discussion. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treasury  is  near- 
ly or  quite  exhausted— that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  raise  money,  either  by  loan  or  otherwise,  unices  tho 
unavailable  funds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized  I  I  shall 
not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country,  or  the  state  of  tho  Treasury,  as  exhibited  by  the 
Secretary's  report,  or  the  various  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.  I  assume  the  position 
that  there  is  no  money  in  tho  Treasury,  or  that  such  will 
be  the  case  very  shortly— and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry 
on  tho  operations  of  tho  Government.  We  are  told  so  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  whole  of  this  debate 
has  proceeded  upon  that  supposition  ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Hell,]  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others,  such  has  been  al- 
lowed to  be  the  true  state  of  the  Treasury  by  all  who  have 
addressed  the  House  on  this  subject.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  such  is  the  tact,  and  the  point  that  is  now 
presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall  we  replenish  the 
Treasury  ;  I  say  merely  the  Treasury,  and  not  an  exhausted 
or  bankrupt  Treasury ;  for,  sir,  we  hare  ample  resources,  aa 
soon  as  they  can  be  realized,  without  resorting  to  taxes  or 
duties.  It  is  only  necessary  to  resort  to  some  temporary 
expedient  to  enable  the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  fur- 
nish the  Treasury  with  the  necessary  means,  until  the  debts 
due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample  but  at  present  un- 
available means  which  wo  have,  can  bo  realized  without 
unnecessary  distress  or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

By  the  strong  vote  in  this  House  last  evening  on  the 
subject  of  selling  the  United  States  Bank  bonds,  it  was  un- 
equivocally determined  that  we  would  not  adopt  that  mea- 
sure. We  must  then  call  upon  the  deposits  banks  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  all  balances  due  from  them,  and  also 
upon  the  merchants  for  the  instant  payment  of  the  duty 
bonds,  or  a  resort  most  be  had  to  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
or  Government  stocks  for  a  short  time  until  those  claims 
can  be  realized.    Can  gentlemen  devise  any  other  course ! 

You  have  now,  sir,  upon  your  table  a  bill  postponing 
the  payment  of  duty  bonds  nine  months,  and  another  allow- 
ing lime  to  the  deposite  banks  to  pay  the  balances  due  from 
them,  neither  of  which  are  yet  acted  upon  in  this  House, 
but  both  of  which,  so  tar  as  any  opinion  has  been  elicited, 
meet  with  universal  favor.  In  fact,  air,  I  doubt  whether 
there  is  a  member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to  sup- 
port both  of  those  measures;  and  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
administration  and  to  this  bill,  are  supposed  to  be  particu- 
larly favorable  to  those.  Can  gentlemen  of  the  opposition, 
then,  fail  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill  must 
have  upon  those  measures  ?  Are  they  sincere  in  desiring 
a  delay  upon  the  duty  bonds,  and  the  allowance  of  further 
time  to  the  deposite  banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in  the  defeat  of 
both  those  bills  1  Are  thay  wiilingr  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  denying  any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the 
duly  bonds,  which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
refusing  to  pass  this  bill  1  I  apprehend,  sir,  that  gentlemen 
have  not  duly  weighed  these  considerations,  and  yet  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  they  can  have  overlooked  the 
fact  that,  by  exacting  immediate  payment  of  the  duty  bonds 
and  bank  balances,  not  only  the  security  or  safety  of  the 
debts  might  be  endangered,  but  that  increased  pressure  and 


distress  must  be  felt  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society  ; 
and  yet,  sir,  how  can  that  result  be  avoided  if  this  bill  is 
defeated ! 

Bot,  sir,  another  f  nd  more  weighty  objection  is  now 
urged  to  this  bill.    After  it  had  been  debated  nearly  two 
days,  it  was  suddenly  discovered  to  be  an  enemy  in  dis- 
guise ;  a  scheme  fraught  with  all  sorts  of  mischief  to  the 
country,  and  danger  to  our  institutions;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  au  entering 
wedge  towurds  a  permanent  national  pr»per  currency.  The 
changes  have  been  rung  upon  these  words,  in  all  forms  and 
shapes,  until  the  csr  is  weary  of  the  repetition  ;  and,  like 
the  old  United  8iates  Bank,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  insisted  had  become  a  kind  of  "stalking 
horse"  in  ihU  House,  sir,  this  idea  of  a  ' 4  Treasury  bank," 
"  a  Government  paper  currency,"  has  become  a  kind  of 
"  stalking  horse"  to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  upon  this 
floor  by  evert'  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten  mem- 
bers out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this  measure.    Now,  sir, 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  a  Treasury  bank  as  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  in 
opposing  any  measure  which  would  be  an  incipient  step 
towards  such  an  institution,  or  towards  the  establishment 
of  an  irredeemable  Government  paper  currency,  as  the  moat 
patriotic  or  them  ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  examination  of 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after  a  careful  perusal 
of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discover  the  lurking  dangers  with 
which  other  gentlemen  seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.    1  am 
not  able  to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency  lurking 
about  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.    It  is,  sir,  a  very  plain, 
intelligible  bill,  just  what  it  purports  to  be  on  the  face  of  it, 
and  moaning  nothing  more  than  is  expressed;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  Treasury,  by  on  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  to  a  limited  amount,  to  fulfil  its  obliga- 
tions ;  thus  anticipating  the  moneys  duo  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  at  the  same  lime  to  do  it  without  laying  any 
taxes  or  new  duties.    The  issue  of  Treasury  notes  is  con- 
fined to  ton  millions,  beyond  which  amount  no  issue  can  be 
made ;  and,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  I  will  myself 
propose  the  amendment  offered  in  Committee  of  tho  Whole, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johxro.v,]  limit- 
ing the  time  within  which  these  notes  shall  be  UsueJ  to 
the  first  of  June,  1839,  or  some  other  shorter  lime,  so  aa 
to  throw  around  the  bill  all  those  safeguards  nt«ceasary  to 
render  it,  as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  purports  to  be 
on  the  f..ce  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary.    By  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to  extend  all  rea- 
sonable indulgence  to  the  Government  debtors,  at  a  time 
when  it  is  not  only  the  interest  but  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  do  so  ;  we  shall  furnish  a  teniporsry  circulation 
which  may  and  will  be  used,  not  only  as  a  remittance  to 
Europe,  but  between  the  different  parU  of  the  Union  i 
which  will  have  a  tendency  to  equalize  exchanges,  retain 
our  specie  from  foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial 
confidence,  and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country,  without 
injury  to  the  Government  or  danger  to  ejur  institutions. 
I  say  without  danger  to  our  institutions ;  for,  really, 
sir,  I  cannot  see  the  least  shadow  of  foundation  for  the 
apprehensions  of  gentlemen  on  that  point.     This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  without  any  objection  as  to  its  constitutionali- 
ty.   It  is  no  new  experiment,  sir;  no  trifling  with  tho 
supposed  powers  given  us  by  the  constitution ;  but  the  ju- 
dicious exercise  of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  au 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a  former  Con- 
gress, as  by  sound  discretion  and  a  just  regard  for  a  suffer- 
ing country. 

But,  Mr.  Hpeaker,  before  resuming  my  seal,  I  feel 
bound  to  notice  more  particularly  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bux.] 
That  honoiable  gentleman,  sir,  addressed  himself  to  *an- 
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out  interest*  in  this  House — to  the  South  and  Southwest — 
nnd  particularly  to  those  members  whom  he  denominated 
the  conserratives  on  this  floor,  and  invited  them  moat  ear- 
nestly (o  come  and  do  battle  with  him  on  this  field,  against 
this  measure.  Whether  he  intended  to  include  me  among 
the  members  of  this  latter  class,  I  cannot  say  ;  but,  at  all 
events,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  decline  bis  invita- 
tion altogether.  I  cannot  do  battle  in  any  such  cause,  or 
in  such  ranks.  But  the  honorable  gentleman  says  he  does 
not  understand  the  course  of  the  administration  parly  in 
this  House  ;  that  be  is  mystified  as  to  the  conduct  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  party  which  he  denominates  the  con- 
servatives ;  that,  on  all  subjects,  they  go  with  the  adminia-  J 
tration,  and  are  uniformly  arrayed  on  this  floor  in  favor  of 
the  measures  of  the  administration;  that  he  docs  not 
know  what  to  make  of  it,  and  he  inquires,  very  signifi- 
cantly, whether  they  have  made  peace,  and  what  are  the 
terms;  and  a-ks  to  see  the  bond  of  compromise,  or  to  be 
told  what  is  to  he  the  future  course  of  those  whom  he  calls 
conservatives. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  not  affect  to  misunderstand  this,  or 
doubt  whether  I  was  one  of  those  members  to  whom  these 
queries  were  addressed.  I  was  one  of  these  who  voted  for 
Thomas  Allen  as  printer  to  this  House,  and  neilhor  then 
nor  now,  here  or  cUe  where,  have  attempted  lo  conceal  my 
vote  on  that  occasion.  My  reasons  for  that  vote,  1  am  not 
now  called  upon  to  give ;  this  is  not  the  time  or  the  occa- 
sion for  that,  sir ;  but  the  fact,  perhaps,  furnishes  a  suffi- 
cient reason  of  itself,  why  I  may  conclude  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  addresses  himself,  in  part  at  least,  to  me. 
Neither,  sir,  will  T  affect  to  misunderstand  the  ultimate 
object  of  the  gentleman's  inquiries,  and  I  beg  to  carry  out 
those  queries,  and  give  them  the  point  to  which  the  whole 
seemed  to  tend — to  arrive  at  once  to  the  gist  of  the  matter, 
which  the  delicacy  of  the  gentleman,  and  perhaps  his  dis- 
position to  avoid  bluntneas,  induced  him  to  suppress — and 
which  was  no  more  or  leas  than  asking  myself  and  others, 
"  do  you  intend  to  act  with  the  opposition  1  will  you  throw 
yourselves  into  the  arms  of  the  whigs  V  I  answer,  no ! 
and  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  opportunity  he  has  af- 
forded me,  of  answering  this  question  thus  unequivocally 
and  unreservedly  in  the  negative.  To  my  friend*,  no 
such  answer  was  necessary  ;  but  if  he,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  opposition,  has  supposed  from  that  vote  that 
any  such  expectation  could  be  fairly  entertained,  I  now 
take  this  occasion  lo  put  a  final  extinguisher  upon  any 
auch  supposition  or  expectation.  1  speak  without  author- 
ity as  to  others,  and  only  for  myself ;  but  I  feel  persuaded 
that  I  do  but  apeak  the  well-known  sentiments  of  those 
members  of  th«  New  York  delegation,  whom  the  honorable 
gentlemen  calls  conservatives,  or  who  voted  for  Mr.  Allen, 
when  I  say  that  there  are  no  truer  friends  of  the  present 
Executive  on  this  floor  than  they  are,  and  none  less  likely 
to  abandon  their  principles  or  their  party.  They  were 
elected  as  the  friends  of  the  present  administration,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will  sustain  it  in  all  honor  and  good  faith. 
Por  myself,  atVeatt,  I  can  say  that  I  shall  do  so.  And 
though  I  did  differ,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to,  in 
the  choice  of  a  printer,  with  some  of  my  political  friends, 
and  may  perhaps  again  have  occasion  to  differ  with  some 
of  them  on  unimportant  or  unessential  poic  t»,  or  questions 
of  expediency  merely,  not  involving  any  political  principle 
and  not  touching  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  yet  I  feel  confident  that  I  am  surrounded  here 
by  political  friends,  who  are  too  magnanimous,  and  who 
hav.j  too  high  a  respect  for  personal  independence  and 
freedom  of  opinion,  to  look  upon  every  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  a  difference  of  principle;  who  do  not  consider  that 
party  faith  means  party  servility  ;  and  who  will  respect 
honest  differences  of  opinion,  and  not,  as  a  test  of  party 
faith  or  political  integrity,  exact  a  blind  and  slavish  obedi- 
i  or  project  which  any  or  eveiy 


of  the  party  may  bring  forward.  I  stand  here,  sir,  as  the 
representative  of  a  free  constituency,  to  act  as  becomes  a 
freeman,  and  to  represent  my  constituents  faithfully,  so 
far  as  I  am  able  to  do  it.  I  was  elected  as  a  friend  of  the 
administration,  and  by  its  friends ;  snd  while  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  scat  here,  it  will  be  no  less  my  inclination  than 
my  duty,  to  give  to  this  administration  that  honorable  and 
hearty  support,  which,  from  there  circumstances,  may  be 
justly  expected  of  me,  and  which  shall  he  alike  consistent 
with  patriotism  and  principle,  and  a  conscientious  discharge 
of  duty. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  asks, 
what  are  the  trrms  of  compromise  between  the  members  of 
the  democratic  party  on  this  floor  ?  what  is  the  bond  of 
union  ! — as  though  some  contract  had  l<cen  drawn  up  and 
entered  into  between  the  friends  of  the  administration,  by 
which  thty  were  enabled  to  act  in  concert  and  harmony  in 
the  House  ;  and  one  could  suppose  that  he  expected  to  see 
some  written  instrument,  perhaps,  with  the  great  seal  of 
state  appended  to  it.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  that 
there  is  no  such  document  in  existence,  to  my  knowledge  ; 
but  should  there  be,  he  shall  certainly  be  gratified  with  a 
perusal  of  it. 

But  there  is  a  bond  of  union,  sir,  between  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  much  stronger  and  more  powerful  than 
any  such  written  instrument ;  snd  that  bond  of  union,  sir, 
is  the  political  principles  which  we  hold  in  common  ;  those 
principles  which  were  characteristic  of  the  last  and  present 
administration  ;  which  were  promulgated  by  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson ;  which  from  his  day  to  this  time  have  distinguished 
the  democratic  republicans  from  their  opponents,  of  what- 
ever name  or  description,  and  have  been  aanctioned  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  by  the  dictates  of  justice  and  rea- 
son. This  is  the  bond  of  union  between  the  friends  of  the 
administration  ;  and  this  it  is  that  enables  them  to  act  uni- 
tedly ;  and  this,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  the  honorsble  gen- 
tlemen see  such  a  uniform  array  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
in  favor  of  the  administration's  measures ;  and  why  he  will 
continue  to  see  the  same  thing  so  long  ss  those  measures 
are  In  accordance  with  those  principles,  and  while  they 
tend  (as  they  necessarily  must,  when  in  accordance  with 
those  principles)  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  the 
permanency  of  the  Union. 

I  trust  the  mystery  is  explained,  and  that  the  bonoraHe 
gentleman  will,  hereafter,  have  no  difficulty  in  compre- 
hending the  course  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  the  reason  for  their  acting  in  concert. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  will  not  prevail;  but  that  this  bill,  as  well 
as  the  other  one  now  before  this  House,  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded  to,  will  pass ;  and  that  thereby  the  most  es- 
sential and  immediate  relief  will  be  afforded,  (as  I  verily 
believe  it  will,)  not  only  to  an  almost  exhausted  Treasury, 
but  more  especially  to  the  people  generally,  whose  patience, 
I  fear,  is  a*  nearly  exhausted  as  the  public  Treasury,  and 
who  are  anxiously  looking  (and  I  trust  not  in  vain)  for 
such  relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  afford,  and 
a ueh  as  we  can  consistently  grant,  and  which  the  exigency 
of  the  times  so  imperiously  demands. 

Mr.  HALSTED,  of  New  Jersey,  next  rose,  and  hsd 
proceeded  but  a  little  time  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bboksow, 
when  the  hour  arrived  for  the  recess. 

Eraaixa  8ittihs>. 

The  Treasury  note  bill  still  before  the  House,  the  de- 
pending question  being  as  last  stated- 
Mr.  HALBTED  resumed  bis  remarks,  and  entered  in- 
to an  argument  to  prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  biffs  of 
credit,  and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  constitution. 
He  quoted  the  message  of  General  Jaekaon  in  1838,  Jmigc 
Marshall,  and  various  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
support  of  bis  position.    He  was,  therefore,  unwilling  to 
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give  to  the  administration  tbo  power  of  issuing 
notes,  a*  they  evidently  had  no  right  »o  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secretary,  and 
the  bill  iUelf,  indicated  that  the  notes  were  intended  to 
form  a  constituent  part  of  the  currency,  which  of  itself  was 
a  sufficient  objection.  He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  provided  no  fund  for  the  redemption  of  such 
notes,  and  quoted  authorities  to  show  that  Government 
dcbU  should  uever  bo  iucurred  without  some  specific  means 
being  appropriated  for  their  liquidation.  It  was  likewise 
his  opinion  that  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  would  prevent 
the  banks  resuming  specie  payment.  He  could  not  vole  I 
for  the  bill,  because  it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Trca-  | 
aury  bank,  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to  en- 
able him  to  buy  up  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Bill]  would  withdraw  his  proposition,  and 
that  the  question  would  be  taken  on  the  bill  that  night,  at 
least  some  time  before  13  o'clock. 

Mr.  BELL  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment- 
Mr.  RIVES  would  like  tho  gentleman  [Mr.  Rhktt]  to 
amend  further,  by  making  the  Treasury  notes  redeemable 
twelve  months  after  date,  instead  of  six,  as  proposed.  For 
his  part,  he  was  not  willing  to  pledge  the  credit  of  Gov- 
ernment, unless  it  had  funds  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
ments. If  the  gentleman  would  modify  his  amendment  as 
^iiggrsted,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  RHETT  accepted  the  modification. 
Mr.  RIVES  said  that,  when  they  came  there,  they  were 
accused  by  the  opposition  with  having  involved  the  coun- 
try in  difficulty  ;  and,  on  that  account,  the  opposition  had 
adopted  the  motto  of  "hands  oft/'  and  would  propose 
nothing  themselves,  nor  co-operate  with  others  in  adopt- 
ing measures  of  relief.  One  gentleman  [Mr.  Bell]  had 
told  them  that  morning  that  they  ought  not  to  do  any 
thing.  That  gentleman  was  a  "  parliamentarian,"  well 
versed  in  the  rules,  and  be  was  accustomed  to  make  use 
of  that  skill  in  order  to  attain  his  objects.  Indeed,  if  he 
had  not  been  misinformed  by  bis  friend,  had  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  B.)  succeeded  in  the  morning  with  his  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  the  bill 
would  have  h-en  lost ;  and,  by  that  course,  the  gentleman 
would  have  prevented  any  relief  to  the  banks  or  to  the  na- 
tion. It  was  thus  evident  that  the  object  was  to  defeat  the 
bill,  without  offering  any  substitute  for  it.  Mr.  R.  said 
that,  when  he  came  to  Congress,  he  came  with  the  im- 
pulsion that  the  Government  and  country  were  embarrass- 
ed ;  and,  divesting  himself  of  all  party  feeling,  he  had  not 
■topped  to  investigate  the  causes,  but  was  bent  on  remov- 
ing the  evil.  When  a  house  was  in  flames,  the  inquiry 
was,  not  how  it  caught  fire,  but  how  the  fire  could  bs  ex- 
tinguished ?  8o,  in  the  present  case,  all  debate  as  to  the 
probable  cause  of  the  present  distiess  was  worse  than  use- 
less. All  little  difference*  should  be  laid  aside,  and  each 
member  act  for  the  public  good.  He  then  referred  to  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1813,  to  his  son-in-law, 
then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
he  strongly  recommended  the  issue  of  Treasury 
and  said  they  would  be  more  useful  if  not  bearing 
interest  than  otherwise;  also  to  an  art  passed  in  1815, 
and  various  other  acts,  authorizing  the  issue  of  such  notes, 
without  a  dissentient  voice.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  was 
a  fair  inference  that  their  predecessors  had  no  doubt  as  to 
the  right  given  by  the  constitution  for  the  adoption  of  such 
measure*,  when  required  by  the  exigency  of  Government. 
He  believed  the  passage  of  the  present  bill,  whether  amend- 
ed or  not,  would  enable  the  banks  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments, and  afford  relief  to  the  meichants  and  country  at 
large. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  or  Kentucky,  would  vote  for  tlic  bill, 
but  more  willingly  if  the  notes  bore  interest  than  other- 
wire. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rhktt's  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected:  Yeas  81,  nays  137,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  B  rod  head,  William 
B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  Caiter,  Chap- 
man, Chi  Ids,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Crary,  Curtis,  Dawson,  Davce,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Ewing,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Ghohrnn, 
Glascock,  Jas.  Graham,  William  Graham,  Graves,  Gray, 
Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawea,  Hawkins, 
Herod,  Holt,  Hubley,  Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Legarc,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Martin,  Mc- 
Clure,  Montgomery,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pope,  PotteT,  Rariden,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives,  Russell,  BhcfTer,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stone, 
Thompson,  Towns,  Wagener,  Webster,  A.  8.  White, 
John  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  l,cwis  Williams,  8hcrrod 
Williams,  Wise,  Yorkc— 81. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Ayciigg,  Beat- 
ty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynuin,  W.  B.  Cnlhoun, 
J.  Calhoon,  Cumbrolcng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers, 
C'haney,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crans- 
ton, Crockett,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davie?, 
Deborry,  DeGraff,  Dromgoole,  Ewards,  Everett,  Farring- 
ton,  Richard  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fostor,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Goodc,  Grantland,  Grinncll,  Haley,  Halsted,  Harrison, 
Hastings,  Haynes,  Henry,  Holsev,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,"  T.  B.  Jackson,  Jabot 
Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Leadbetter,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  Loomi*, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Sainton 
Mason,  Maury,  McKay,  R.  McCletlan,  A.  McClellan, 
McKim,  McKcnnan,  Mcnefec,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Miller, 
Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyea,  Ogle,  Ow- 
ens, Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Patton,  Payn- 
ter,  Pcarce,  Peck,  Pennybackcr,  Plumcr,  Potta,  Prcnlh::, 
Reed,  Reily,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Slade,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  Stew- 
art, Slrntton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Touccy, 
Tumcy,  Underwood,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Weeks,  Thomas 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  William*, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 137. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  sundry  amendments  (heretofore  indi- 
cated) to  the  bill,  which  he  explained  and  sustained  at 
length.  He  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  "  as  the  Sec- 
retary may  deem  expedient,"  and  to  insert  instead  thereof 
the  words,  "  as  the  exigencies  of  the  country  may  require," 
in  reference  to  Ihc  amount  of  Treasury  notes  to  be  turned. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  tho  issue  of  the  proposed  notes 
with  interest.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  issue  them  at  all. 

Mr.  W  i»e's  first  amendment,  to  strike  out  and  insert  as 
above,  was  agreed  to. 

That  with  regard  to  the  interest  proposed  was  rejected, 
as  were  two  others  immediately  following. 

Mr.  WISE  then  proposed  the  following  amendment  : 

Provided,  That  it  .shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  any  disbursing  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  out  or  circulate  any  Treasury  note  or  note?, 
so  long  aa  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  such  disbursing 
officer,  or  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  any  sp<  <  in 
or  other  available  funds:  And  provided,  further,  That  the 
whole  amount,  or  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  dollar* 
as  by  law  is  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  far  contingencies, 
shall  he  kept  on  band  iu  Treasury  notes,  until  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government  shall  render  their  use  or  circulation 
necessary. 

Upon  which  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Ordered. 
Mr.  MERCER  briefly  addressed  the  House,  and  sug- 
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gcted  Home  modification  to  the  amendment  of  hi*  colleague. 


Mr.  W.sk. 

Mr.  WISE  acceded  to  the  proposal  to  modify  his  amend* 
incut,  ao  that,  as  modified,  it  would  make  it  the  duty  of 
diiburaera  to  pay  out  specie  first,  and  tlicu  Treasury  note*. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN'U  opposed  the  amendment  aa  hcing 
altogether  impracticable. 

Mr.  WISE  was  willing  to  modify  the  amendment  ao  aa 
to  make  it  conformable  with  the  gentleman's  notion."  of 
practicability  ;  and  he  did  so  alter  hia  proposition  ns  to 
make  it  incuml>ent  on  the  disbursing  officers  to  pay  s|iecie 
or  other  available  funds,  to  the  amount  called  for,  if  they 
have  it,  before  issuing  the  Treasury  nntce. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  his  objection  was  not  obvi- 
ated by  this  additional  clause. 

Mr.  WISE  said  it  probably  would  not,  alter  it  as  he 
might;  and  was  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  when 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  ailting  immediately  behind  him, 
cried  out  "question!" 

Mr.  WISE.  '« Is  the  gentleman  uneasy  !  Is  he  sud- 
denly aick  ?" 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and 

Mr.  WISE  proceeded.  He  wished  to  be  courteous  to 
every  gentleman  in  that  House,  and  also  claimed  the  same 
consideration.  He  then  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
of  the  pending  amendment,  calling  on  all  thuse  who  were 
going,  simply  and  singly,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government,  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  impracticability. 

Mr.  WISE,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fillmohk,  mod- 
ified bis  proposition  still  further,  so  as  to  except  such  sums 
from  liability  to  being  paid  out  by  the  disbursing  officers,  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  mint. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  would  make  a  remark  or  two 
upon  this  amendment.  It  projioscd  to  lake  away  all  dis- 
cretion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  compel 
him  to  pay  specie  until  the  last  dollar  was  expended,  be- 
fore he  could  issue  a  single  Treasury  note.  This  discre- 
tion oupht  to  exist.  8pecie  was  more  imperatively  requir- 
ed for  some  expenses  than  others.  For  example,  if  a  ves- 
sel of  war  were  about  to  sail  to  a  foreign  station,  she  must 
carry  some  specie  with  her.  Take  the  case  as  of  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which,  although  it  was  about  to  go  to 
what  the  sailors  called  the  "star  pole,"  yet  must  necessa- 
rily touch  at  civilized  port*,  and  therefore  would  require  no 
small  amount  of  specie,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  contin- 
gencies. If  the  necessary  sum  was  in  the  Treasury,  there 
would  lie  no  power  to  reserve  it  for  this  purpose,  but  the 
first  applicant  for  payment  of  a  demand  at  the  Treasury 
would  sweep  it  away,  and  oblige  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  postpone  the  sailing  until  he  could  sell  Treasury  notes 
to  supply  the  sum  wanted.  Many  other  cases  of 
ence  might  be  stated.  But  further :  there  was 
probably  no  custom-house  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans  in 
which  some  specie  hud  not  l*en  collected.  This  wss 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  us  soon  as  received, 
and  was,  of  course,  in  the  Treasury.  Should  the  proposed 
amendment  prevail,  the  Secretary  would  have  to  ascertain 
from  every  custom-house  whether  there  was  a  dollar  there, 
before  be  could  issue  a  single  Treasury  note ;  and  if  any 
amount,  however  small,  was  in  the  hands  of  any  collector, 
no  matter  however  distant  from  the  place  where  the  cx- 

Cndilutc  had  to  be  made,  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  would 
lied  up.    The  omendmcnt  would,  in  practice,  entirely 
defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  day 
before,  whereby  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Unosnwoon,  pro- 
posing to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bonds  due  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  Bunk  of  tho  United  State*,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  deficiency  in  tho  Treasury,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  issue  of  Treasury  note*,  had  been  rejected ;  the  mover 


at  the  same  time  giving  notice  that,  if  that  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  move  for  the  issue  of  four  and  a  half  millions  of 
Treasury  notes,  in  addition,  to  make  up  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  wants  of  the  Treasury. 


Some  conversation  ensuing  here  as  to  the  strict  order  of 
such  a  motion,  pendinf 
proposition  for  a  time. 


suing  ne 
another, 


Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his 


An  unsuccessful  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  reconsideration. 

The  question  upon  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Usher  woon's  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  was  then  decided 
as  follows: 

Yxis — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldio,  Briggs,  W. 
B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  J.  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing, 
R.  Fletcher,  Fill  more,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J. 
Graham,  Win.  Graham,  Graves,  Grinnell,  Griffin,  Hoi- 
sted, Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Hawcs,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  John- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  Legarc,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W. 
Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan, 
Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligau,  C.  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyce, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Patton,  Pcarcr,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope, 
Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rhelt,  Richardson,  Ridg- 
way,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  (Sergeant,  A. 
H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  8ibley,  Slade,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
8tone,  Strstton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  Web- 
ster, A.  8.  White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— 110. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  AthcTton,  Beatty, 
Bcirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Byuuro,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Car- 
ter, Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DcGraff,  Droingoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Partington,  Fair- 
fielJ,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lead  better,  Logan, 
A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  R. 
McClellan,  A  bra.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris.  Muhlenberg,  Murray, 
Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pnrmenter,  Paynter, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheptor,  8mith,  Snyder, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turucy,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whiltiesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell,— 113. 

So  the  House  refused,  by  a  majority  of  three  votes,  to 
rccousider  its  decision. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  amendment,  as  modified, 
to  except  the  superintendent  of  the  mint. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  amendment ; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wish]  has  appealed  to  all  memliers  who  are  not  now  for 
commencing  a  Treasury  bank  to  vote  for  his  amendmrut. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  of  that  class;  I  am  for  the  Treasury  note 
bill  as  a  means  to  replenish  the  Treasury  and  provide  for 
the  execution  of  the  money  contracts  of  the  Government. 
I  shall  vote  in  good  faith  for  the  bill,  as  a  bill  of  supplies, 
and  think  that  the  Secretary  would  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor if  he  should  execute  the  law  aa  if  it  had  been  pass- 
ed to  furnish  a  paper  circulation  to  the  country.  But  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  to  guard  against  the  con- 
struction which  the  gentleman  fears  will  be  given  to  this 
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measure.  He  proposes  to  forbid  the  Secretary,  the  Treas- 
urer, ami  all  disbursing  officers,  to  issue  or  circulate  one  of 
the  Treasury  notes  while  the  Treasurer  or  the  disbursing 
officer  has  either  gold  or  silver  on  hand.  A  very  few  worda, 
T  think,  are  needed  to  make  it  manifest  that  such  a  provision 
in  the  law  would  make  it  impracticable  for  the  officers  of 
Government  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  de- 
signed. 

Before  tho  policy  was  adopted  of  leaving  in  the  mint  a 
large  amount  of  money,  to  increase  rapidly  the  gold  coin- 
age, it  was  considered  prudent  to  keep  in  the  Treasury  at 
ail  times  a  surplus  of  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars.  Not- 
withstanding the  earnest  desire  felt  in  Congress  after  the 
wax  to  pay  speedily  the  public  debt,  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund,  authorned  to  purchase  the  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  were  required  to  leave  at  all  times  in  the 
Treasury  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  then  sup- 
pised  to  be  in<liepeneable  to  have  that  amount  of  money 
always  in  the  Treasury.  Id  1836,  when  the  deposite  law 
was  i in* -ed,  the  authors  of  that  measure  directed  the  Sec- 
retary to  retain  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury, 
supposing,  obviously,  that  a  less  sum  would  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  supply  our  numerous  disbursing  officers  with 
small  sums  in  anticipation  of  demunds,  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  the  mint  in  active  operation.  It  is  now  pro. 
posed  to  abandon  this  uniform  policy,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Treasurer  from  keeping  on  hand  any  surplus  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  money  needed  by  the  mint.  The  Secretary,  and 
all  other  officers,  are  to  be  forbidden  to  issue  or  circulate  a 
Treasury  note  to  raise  supplies,  until  all  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  has  been  expended.  Let  us  see  how  each  a  rule, 
if  prescribed  for  the  government  of  those  officers,  would 
operate. 

All  the  money  in  the  various  depositories  is  in  the  hands, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  of  the  Treasurer.  Portions  of  it 
are  m  this  city  to  pay  officers  of  Government  and  laborers 
on  the  public  works  at  this  point.  Other  portions  are  in 
New  York  to  fit  out  the  expedition  for  the  South  Seas. 
There  are,  at  the  same  time,  considerable  sums  of  public 
money  in  depositories  near  lo  the  northwestern  and  south- 
western frootier,  to  pay  Indian  annuities,  or  the  several 
corps  of  our  army  stationed  on  that  border  of  the  Union. 
At  these  and  other  points  throughout  the  Union  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  must  take  care  to  keep  a  constant 
supply  to  meet  the  demands  that  are  to  be  made  on  officers 
employed  to  disburse  the  public  money.  If  this  amend- 
ment could  prevail,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  this 
high  officer,  charged  to  provide  for  the  prompt  fulfilment 
of  almost  innumerable  contracts  1  He  might,  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  this  month,  learn  that  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars would  be  required  in  New  York  oaf  the  first  of  No- 
vember next  to  complete  the  equipment  of  the  South  8ea 
expedition.  On  the  same  day  he  might  receivo  informa- 
tion that  one  hundred  thousand  more  would  l«  required 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November  at  St.  Louis,  to  pay  the  army 
in  that  vicinity,  or  the  annuity  to  Indians  from  whom  we 
have  purchased  vast  tracts  of  rich  and  fertile  lands.  Well, 
sir,  he  refers  to  the  books  of  the  Department,  and  finds 
that  the  Treasurer  has  on  hand,  that  is  to  his  credit,  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  Bank  of  tho  Motrotiolia,  intended 
to  pay  the  laborers  employed  on  the  public  buildings.  He 
finds,  perhaps,  that  there  are  also  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer small  soma,  at  various  other  points,  intended  there  to 
meet  the  engagements  of  the  United  States :  what  would, 
in  such  a  state  of  things,  if  the  amendment  could  he  adopt- 
ed, be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Treasurer  ? 
Those  officers  would  not,  of  course,  request  the  disbursing 
officers  at  New  York  or  St.  Louis  to  wait  until  all  the 
money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  elsewhere 
bad  been  expended.  But  it  would  be  incumbent  upon 
them  to  do  an  act  not  much  more  reasonable.  They  would 
have  to  draw  from  dispersed  depositories 


to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  to  bo  sent  to  New  York  and 
St.  Louis,  and  then  issue  Treasury  notes  to  borrow  money 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  depositories  which  had  been 
exhausted.  They  would  possibly  have  lo  encounter  the 
expense  and  inconvenience  of  transmitting  gold  and  silver 
from  Richmond,  Pittsburg,  Washington,  Baltimore,  or 
elsewhere,  to  New  York,  and  then,  having  exchanged  the 
Treasury  notes  in  the  last  named  city  for  gold  and  silver, 
it  would  be  sent  hack  to  the  points  first  mentioned,  so  as 
to  be  conveniently  disbursed. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  that  have  occurred  to 
me  on  the  instant  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  They  are  to  my  mind  conclusive  against  its 
adoption.  The  amendment  appears  to  be  founded  upon 
the  supposition  that  all  the  debts  from  and  to  the  United 
8tatea  are  to  be  paid  at  one  point.  Even  if  that  was  the 
case,  the  rule  which  it  is  intended  to  establish  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient  lo  the  officers  and  to  the  creditors 
of  the  United  States.  But  until  the  system  which  has 
been  adopted  for  the  convenience  of  all  concerned,  in  the 
receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue,  shall  be 
iilMuidoned-— and  this  I  suppose  no  roan  proposes  it  will 
be  impossible  to  administer  well  the  Treasury  Department 
without  a  surplus  of  several  millions  of  dollars.  If  Urge 
banking  corporations  have  not  always  at  command  unem- 
ployed capital  of  two,  three,  and  in  come  cases  eight  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  their  directors  are  justly  chargtd 
with  a  culpable  carelessness  about  the  credit  of  the  institu- 
tions committed  to  their  care.  We  are  in  part  the  man- 
agers of  an  immense  body  politic,  having  engagements  to 
be  executed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  most  not 
refuse  to  make  ample  provision  to  keep  the  public  faith 
untarnished.  The  bill  before  the  House  has  been  con- 
ceived in  a  proper  spirit.  It  places  within  the  reach  of  the 
Executive  all  that  may  be  needed,  and  nothing  more.  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  the  power  to  lie  conferred  on  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  will  be  abused.  Large  sums 
of  money  will  not  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  to  be 
locked  un  in  the  vaults  of  the  public  depositories.  So  be- 
lieving, I  shall  vole  against  the  amendment  that  distrusts, 
and  for  the  bill  which  confides  in,  the  rapacity  and  patriot- 
ism of  those  to  whose  custody  I  have  cheerfully  assisted  to 
commit  the  highest  and  most  important  powers  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WISE  then  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting 
at  the  end  thereof  the  words  at  the  place  where  the  de- 
mand is  made." 

'I  he  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected :  Yeas  96,  nays  118,  as  follows: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Dennis,  Dunn,  El- 
more, Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  J.  Garland, 
R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grinnell,  Griffin,  H aisled,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawcs,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loonris  Lyon, 
Mallory,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  C.  Morris,  Nay  lor,  Ogle,  Patterson, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rob- 
ertson, Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer^Scrgcaut,  A.  H.  8hep- 
perd,  Sibley,  Sladc,  Southgale,  Stanly,  fctone,  Stration, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  A.M.  Whits,  J-  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Yorke— 06. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alhcrton, 
Beatty,  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsali,  Borden,  Broadhcad, 
B  ronton,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambrelcng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman. 
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Daves,  Deberry,  DsGraff,  Dromgoole,  Domain,  Edward*, 
Farringtou,  Fairfield,  Poster,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
Grantlaod,  Gray,  Haley,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  HuWey,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson, 
IS.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Klingensmilh, 
Lcadbetu-r,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin, 
McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Nojes,  Owen*,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Pat  ton,  Paynter,  Pennyhacker,  Pelrikin,  Pbelpa, 
Pluurar,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Shelter,  Shields,  Sbeplor,  8mith,  8ny- 
der,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Webster,  Weeks, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wurthington,  and 
Yell—  W  8. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said  he  should  not  now  offer  his  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  McKA  V  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  the 
otijoet  of  which  was  to  prevent  receivers  of  public  money 
from  charging  the  Government  more  interest  on  these  notes 
than  was  actually  duo  at  the  time  they  come  into  their 
bauds;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRONSON  moved  an  amendment  that  the  time  to 
which  the  issue  of  these  notes  should  bo  extended  should 
not  be  later  than  the  3 1st  of  December,  1838;  which  was 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  defer  the  issue  of  the  Treasury  notes,  except  for  the 
amount  of  $8,500,000,  until  after  the  Government  bonds, 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  been 
bold:  provided  that,  if  those  bonds  are  not  sold  at  the  ex- 
punt  ion  of  three  months,  then  the  Treasury  notes,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions,  are  to  be  issued,  as  proposed  by 
the  hill. 

Mr.  BVNUM  suggested  that  this  proposition  was  out  of 
order,  under  the  rules,  being  in  substance  lite  same  as  the 
one  already  rejected. 

Mr.  UNDER  WOOD  showed  that  the  present  proposition 
(littered  from  the  other,  inasmuch  us  it  stands  now  by  it- 
self, while  before  it  was  blendeJ  with  another,  which  might 
have  affected  the  action  of  the  House  materially  upon  it. 

The  8PEAKKR  decided  that  that  was  the  proper  view 
of  the  question,  and  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uhuke- 
wood  was  in  order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  inquire  if  Mr.  UsDita  wood's  prop- 
osition included  the  requirment  of  interest  on  the  notes  1 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  did  not  mean  to  interfere  at  all 
with  that  question  in  his  amendment",  seeing  the  sense  of 
the  House  to  have  been  very  clearly  expressed  on  that  point 
already. 

Mr.  LEWI8  was  opposod  to  the  proposition.  Ho  want- 
ed the  notes  issued  to  be  notes  for  circulation,  without  in- 
terest. This  was  the  only  way  to  make  them  instrumental 
in  the  relief  of  the  country  so  much  demanded. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

At  this  point  of  tho  debate,  a  successful  motion  was 
nude  (10  o'clock,  P.  M. )  to  adjourn.  Yeas  117,  nay6  80. 

8o  the  h 


MnxnjiT,  Octobbs  9. 
An  unusually  lirgc  number  of  petition*  and  remonstran- 
ces in  relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were  presented 
by  gentlemen  from  different  States. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Rulos 
and  Orders,  presented  a  report  Irotn  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  Rules,  with  additional  rules :  the  first,  providing 
»  hour  at  which  every  motion  to  adjourn  is  mad: 


shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  House :  the  second, 
that  after  the  motion  to  adjourn  has  been  carried,  no  mem- 
ber ahall  leave  his  seat  until  the  Spxakxb  has  left  his. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  objecting  to  the  latter  rule,  put  the  case 
that  the  Speaker  might  see  fit  to  occupy  his  chair  all  night. 

Mr.  BYNUM  thought  the  rule  would  reduce  the  Hous? 
very  much  to  the  appearance  of  a  country  school.  The 
first  rule  was  not  objectionable,  but  be  did  object  to  the 
I  second. 

'     Mr.  MERCER  said  that  what  the  rule  proposed  was 
■  the  custom  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia ;  that  it  prevent- 
ed indecorum,  &c. 

Mr.  BYNUM  still  objected.  He  thought  the  House 
had  gone  full  far  euough  in  banishing  tho  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors  from  the  Capitol,  and  making  members  sit  uncov- 
ered. The  time  had  gone  by  for  such  servile  defereuce  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  as  was  proposed.  Gentlemen 
were  not  responsible  here,  but  at  home,  for  their  morals. 
Tho  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  told  him  the  committee 
intended  to  bring  in  a  rule  to  prevent  chewing  tobacco,  and 
spitting  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  had  told  the  gentleman  he  would 
like  to  see  this  done,  not  that  the  committee  were  about  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  it  was  all  the  same.  There  was  uo 
knowing  where  this  thing  would  stop.  He  moved  a  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  it  separately  on  each 
proposition  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  disagreed  with  Mr.  Btxcm.  He  thought 
the  qucstiou  presented  by  the  proposed  amendment  not  of 
I  morals,  but  manners. 

The  1st  rule  was  adopted ;  and  the  question  being  upon 
agreeing  to  the  second- 
Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  see  the  use  of  the  proposed  rule, 
in  relation  to  members  keeping  their  seats  after  the  adjourn- 
ment had  been  declared.  The  disorderly  time  was  before 
the  declaration  was  made ;  when  the  motion  was  first  start- 
ed. And,  besides,  it  would  operate  to  keep  members  in 
their  seats  much  of  the  time  when  they  wished  to  be  freely 
circulating  through  the  ball.  It  would  tend  to  abridge  the 
privileges  of  influential  gentlemen  in  directing  votes,  dec. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  second 
rule  reported,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

UNITED  STATES,  MEXICO,  AND  TEXAS. 

Mr.  ELMORE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Hooked,  That,  in  addition  to  the  10,000  copies  of  the 
correspondence  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  ordered  to  be  printed,  there  be  10,000  more 
copies  printed,  to  which  shall  be  annexed,  from  the  corres- 
pondence "  concerning  the  boundary  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  cession  of  territory 
belonging  to  the  Mexican  Confederation  to  the  United 
States,"  communicated  in  the  message  of  the  President  or 
the  Unite  )  States,  of  the  2d  October  instant,  the  following 
documents:  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  "6th  March,  1626  ; 
extract  from  instructions ;  Mr.  Torrens  to  Mr.  Adams,  15th 
February,  1824 ;  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  24ih  Septem- 
ber, 1625,  extracts;  the  same  to  the  same,  15th  March, 
1827,  extract;  Mr.  Van  Bureu  to  the  same,  25th  August, 
1829;  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Butler,  20th  March,  1833, 
extract;  Mr.  McLaue  to  the  same,  13th  January,  1834; 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  2d  July,  1835,  extract;  and 
same,  6 lb  August,  1835,  extract. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  should  move  an  amendment  of  this 
resolution.  Instead  of  extracts,  he  moved  to  print  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  and  documents  alluded  to. 
He  was  opposed  to  sending  garbled  statements  of  matter* 
so  interesting  before  the  people. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said  that,  having  offered  the  resolution, 
which  he  bad  supposed  would  have  elicited  no  debate  nor 
opposition,  he  felt  bound  to  soy  a  word  in  explanation. 
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United  Stale*,  Mexico,  and 


[H.  or  R. 


Thii  House  had  made  two  calls  on  the  President  for  in- 
formation upon  subjects  connected  with  Texas.  Tbe  first 
was  for  the  correspondence  between  the  authorities  of  Texas 
and  the  United  3tates,  concerning  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
The  second  was  for  the  correspondence  with  the  authorities 
of  Mexico,  concerning  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries,  and  the  propositions  for  the  purchase  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  Mexican  territory  by  the  United  States.  Both 
calls  haJ  been  responded  to ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  first,  a 
communication  from  the  Texian  minister  to  this  Govern- 
ment proposing  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  a  reply  from  the 
Secretary  of  State ;  and  a  rejoinder  from  the  Texian  minis- 
ter, had  been  laid  before  this  House,  and  ten  thousand  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.  In  reply  to  the  second  call,  a 
voluminous  correspondence  between  the  proper  agents  of 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico  had  been 
communicated,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Upon  looking  into  the  last  documents,  (said  Mr. 
fe.,)  I  find  they  are  divided  into  two  classes,  the  first  class 
consisting  of  those  named  in  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration, and  consisting  mainly  of  instructions  given  by 
the  different  Presidents  wielding  the  executive  power  of  the 
United  States,  from  1824  to  1837,  to  our  ministers  resident 
in  Mexico,  directing  them  to  propose  for  the  purchase  of 
Texas,  and  giving  the  reasons  why  such  a  purchase  was 
desirable  and  important  for  the  United  8totes.  These  con- 
stituted but  a  small  portion  of  the  documents  communicated 
under  the  second  call;  tbe  rest,  comprising  nine  tenths,  or 
probably  nineteen -twentieths,  of  those  sent  by  the  Presi- 
dent, relating  almost  entirely  to  a  treaty  of  boundary  which 
was  negotiated  at  an  early  period  of  tbe  negotiations  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  which  recognised  the  boun- 
dary fixed  for  Mexico  in  1819,  in  tbe  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, between  8pain  and  the  United  States ;  and  in  which 
the  latter  yielded  Texas,  and  consented  to  make  the  Sabine 
and  Red  rivers  the  boundary.  This  treaty,  recognising 
this  line  as  the  true  one  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
State*,  was  three  times  negotiated  and  signed  in  almost  the 
same  terms,  luring  twice  failed  in  consequence  of  not  being 
ratified  by  Mexico  in  the  time  prescribed  by  one  of  its  arti- 
cles. The  various  forms  and  shapes  which  these  negotia- 
tions assumed,  the  screial  propositions  to  vary  them,  the 
causes  which  produced  the  failure  to  ratify — from  frequent 
revolutions,  changes  in  the  executive  departments  charged 
with  this  subject,  propositions  to  change  the  place  of  nego- 
tiation from  Mexico  to  Washington— the  formation  of  a 
commercial  treaty  between  the  countries,  and  tedious  de- 
tails of  all  its  beginnings,  interruptions,  and  progress;  and 
the  urgent  requisitions  of  this  Governmi 


Government  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  comroib£ioners  to  run  the  line  of  boundary  as  fixed 
in  1819,  con  nit ute  a  of  diplomatic  notes,  corres- 

Eondence,  and  instructions  on  these  points,  which  have  no 
earing  on  the  great  subject,  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
which  now  engrosses  the  public  attention.  Ten  thou§mid 
copies  of  these  are  already  ordered  to  be  printed  ;  enough 
to  diffuse  all  the  information  required.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
«o  as  regards  those  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  They  re- 
late especially  to  the  acquisition  of  Texas ;  they  consist  of 
instructions  from  the  various  Presidents  who  have  been  in 
power  since  1824,  showing,  in  the  arguments  and  views 
they  suggest  to  our  ministers  charged  with  these  important 
negotiations,  the  reasons  why  it  has  always  been  deem- 
ed important  to  the  welfare  of  the  United  Slates  that  they 
should  possess  Texas. 

8ir,  tbe  House  will  remember  that,  some  days  ago,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  made  the  pregnant  and  start- 
ling declaration,  that  thia  was  a  question  of  union  or  dis- 
union. He  presented  thfs  issue  to  tbe  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Now,  air,  I  wish  my  constituents  and  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  South  to  have  all  the  information  on  this  subject 
concentrated  in  this  document,  which  will  show  them  the 
opinions  of  this  Government,  from  1824 


to  the  present  day.  I  wish  them  lo  see,  by  the  instructions 
given  our  ministers  in  every  administration  since  1821, 
that  it  has  always  been  considered  essential  to  tbe  safety  and 
interests  of  these  8tates,  and  lhat  tbe  sound  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  the  reasons  assigned  in  these  able  papers  may 
be  submitted  to  their  solemn  deliberation,  before  they  re- 
turn their  answer  to  the  issue  tendered  Iry  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

It  may  be,  sir,  as  the  gentloman  from  Massachusetts  says, 
lhat  these  documents  are  "garbled,"  and  only  such  extracts 
furnished  the  Houso  as  auit  one  side  of  the  question.  If 
garbled,  it  has  been  done  by  the  President  or  his  Secretary 
of  Stale.  I  propose  to  publish  them  exactly  as  they  have 
been  furnished  to  tbe  House.  If  these  document*,  and  es- 
pecially the  opinions  of  the  distinguished  statesman  who 
was  President  in  1825,  shall  place  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  in  the  position  of  having  entertained  opinions  on  this 
subject  not  exactly  consistent,  of  having  favored  and  urged 
the  acquisition  of  Texas  at  one  time,  as  an  important  na- 
tional object,  and  of  having  opposed  nnd  denounced  it  at 
another,  it  is  a  matter  he  must  settle  as  liest  he  can  with 
the  country.  I  have  no  further  concern  in  the  affair  than 
that  I  want  the  benefit  of  the  arguments  of  the  then  Presi- 
dent, contained  in  these  instructions,  to  aid  the  people  in 
forming  a  correct  estimate  of  the  importance  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  now  propose  to  argue  the  mer- 
I  its  of  this  great  question,  but  I  desire  to  spread  before  the 
people  tbe  information  contained  in  the  arguments  of  far 
I  abler  men,  which  I  here  find  prepared  to  my  hand. 

But,  sir,  I  apprehend  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
>  is  mistaken  in  the  course  he  has  proposed,  if  his  object  is 
to  have  all  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  annexation  or 
purchase  of  Texas,  printed  on  this  occasion.  He  complains 
I  lhat  the  correspondence  is  garbled.    Let  him  then  call,  by 
|  a  resolution,  on  the  President  for  that  which  he  says  is  sup- 
pressed.   He  cannot,  by  his  motion,  if  he  succeed  in  car- 
I  rying  it,  have  that  printed  which  is  not  furnished  the  Houso. 

Mr.  ADAM8  observed  that  that  would  best  appear  by 
I  showing  the  House  these  documents.    He  wanted  all  or 
i  none.    He  was  opposed  to  sending  forth  garbled  extracts 
[  as  the  basis  of  opinions  on  a  subject  so  momentous.  The 
!  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  proposed  to  print  ox- 
|  tracts  from  the  documents  favorable  to  his  own  pecular 
|  views  on  the  great  question  at  issue,  and  not  the  entire 
[  documents.    The  President  of  the  United  8tates,  in  obe- 
'  dience  to  the  call  of  the  House,  sends  certain  papers.  The 
!  gcntlemsn  from  South  Carolina  proposes  to  print  a  part  of 
I  them.  Mr.  A.  said  his  proposition  was  to  print  the  whole. 
He  had  a  right  to  argue  that  the  gentleman  proposed  to 
print  such  extracts  as  favored  one  side  or  the  question  rather 
than  the  other.    No  conclusion  could  possibly  be  drawn 
from  what  had  already  been  communicated,  and  the  peo- 
ple had  a  right  to  all  tbe  Hght  that  could  he  shed  upon  the 
subject. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  I  say  on  my  authority  that,  if  such 
a  proposition  was  ever  made  on  tbe  part  of  the  United 
States  to  tbe  Government  of  Mexico,  it  was  received  in 
such  a  manner  aa  to  show  that  it  was  offensive  in  the  high- 
est degree  to  that  Government.  If,  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  intimates,  some  parts  of  those  documents 
prove  one  thing,  there  may  be  other  parts  of  them  which 
go  to  prove  directly  the  contrary.  If  any  inference  is  to  bo 
drnwn  from  the  instructions  referred  to  against  the  interests 
of  my  constituents,  or  against  those  of  that  gentleman's 
constituents,  we  ought  to  have  also  the  answers  to  the 
propositions  referred  lo,  and  not  draw  inferences  from  that 
which  is  communicated  to  us,  which  might  be  entirely  refuted 
by  that  which  has  not  been  communicated.  I  repeat  lhat, 
if  there  ever  was  such  a  proposition  made  to  Mexico,  it  was 
received  in  such  a  manner  that  it  never  was  repeated,  and 
never  ought  to  be  repeated.  I  have  very  strong  reason  to 
believe,  further,  (said  Mr.  A  ,)  lhat  at  one  time  the  lato 
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Executive  of  the  United  States  was  deluded  into  an  expec- 
tation that  tbe  Mexican  Government  were  ready  to  make  a 
cession  of  territory  to  the  United  8 late* ;  and,  indeed,  in 
one  of  the  document*  lately  communicated  to  this  Hou>e, 
the  minister  from  Texas  affirms  to  tbe  Secretary  of  8tate, 
that  llie  late  Executive  of  the  United  State*  was  so  confi- 
dent of  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  that  be  offered  to  Mr. 
Hutcbins  G.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  the  commission 
of  governor  of  that  territory.  [Mr.  Adams  waa  here  re- 
minded by  the  8peaker  that  he  wis  transcending  the  prop- 
er limit  of  debate  upon  a  mere  question  of  printing  paper*.] 
Well,  (Mr.  A.  said,)  he  must  then  fall  hack  upon  tbe 
ground  of  natural  justice,  which  be  said  would  sufficiently 
sustain  hi*  argument  thai  all  the  paper*,  if  any,  ought  to 
go  together  to  the  American  people. 

Mr.  A.  having  demanded  the  yea*  and  nay*  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend  tbe  resolution,  and  they  having  been  ordered 
to  be  token — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  for  ibe  order*  of  the  day. 
TRBA8URY-NOTR  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  < 
tu  authorise  the  issuing  of  Treasury 

Tbe  question  pending  being  tbe  i 
o*  a  wood,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  I 
ifeuc  only  three  millions  and  a  half  of  Treasury  note*,  un- 
til the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  had  been  of- 
fered for  sale  for  three  months,  exclusive  of  interest — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  appealed  to  tbe  member*  on  all 
hides  of  the  House  to  bring  this  measure  to  a  conclusion. 
He  did  not  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
UwDsnwooD]  really  meant  to  embarraaa  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States ;  but  hia  amendment,  if  adopted,  would 
be  tbe  moat  extraordinary  proposition  ever  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. Hi*  proposition  was  to  authorize  the  sole  of  three 
bonds,  amounting  each  to  about  two  million*  of  interest. 
Now  there  waa  not  a  capitalist  on  tbe  face  of  the  earth  who 
would  bid  for  tbem.  Even  tbe  Bank,  of  tbe  United  States, 
with  all  it*  capital,  could  not  raiso  the  means  to  do  it,  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  bond*  could  not  be  divided. 

Now,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this  proposition >  Here 
was  a  bill  before  the  House  taking  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  the  power  to  draw  drafts,  which  destroyed,  in 
one  single  instant,  the  power  to  draw  for  one  ainglo  dollar 
to  pay  the  public  creditor*,  who  were  now  waiting  for  these 
Treasury  notes.  By  the  amendment,  he  bad  the  right  to 
issue  only  three  millions  and  a  half  of  notes  in  tbe  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  thus  lying  up  hia  hand*  for  three 
month*,  except  *o  far  a*  hia  reliance  upon  these  three  mil- 
li.ms  and  a  half  only  for  tbe  eipenae*  of  tbe  Government 
during  that  time,  when,  according  to  the  estimate*,  at  least 
ten  millions  will  be  required  for  the  same  period.  This 
would,  in  effect,  bankrupt  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  C.  aaid  he  wUhed,  too,  to  reach  another  bill  of  pri- 
mary importance,  tlto  divorce  bill,  before  they  adjourned, 
for  be  waa  anxious  not  to  leave  the  Treasury  and  the  finan- 
ces in  their  present  unregulated  condition.  In  a  New 
York  paper  be  waa  made  to  say  that  he  never  intended  to 
bring  that  bill  up.  He  must  have  been  mistaken  in  what 
he  said,  since  he  argued  quite  lite  reverse. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  in  support  of  hia  amendment,  and 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambskl- 
t.mo,]  said  that  that  gentleman  bad  done  him  but  justice 
in  saying  that  be  (Mr.  U.)  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  the 
operation*  of  the  Treasury.  He  begged  leave  to  make 
two  remarks,  however,  in  defence  of  hi*  amendment, 
gentleman  had  aaid  that  the  whole  ten  milliona  den 
would  be  wanted  during  the  balance  of  the  current  year. 
This  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  if  there  waa  any  truth  in 


That 


Including  $16,000,000  appropriated  last  year,  the  whole 
charge  on  tbe  Treasury  amounts  to         -  $48,000,000 
Of  this  there  has  been  paid     $24, 000,1)00 
Of  this  there  baa  been  suspended  15,000,000 

 39,009,000 

Which  leaves  the  difference  at  -  -  $9,000,004) 
if  there  is  any  truth  in  figure*.  And  now,  what  meant, 
Mr.  U.  would  ask,  waa  there  to  meet  this  $9,000,0001  The 
proceed*  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  cash  duties  accruing, 
would  not  fall  short  oil  $6,000,000,  which,  with  the  three 
millions  proposed  by  this  amendment,  would  suffice  for  the 
balance  of  the  year.  These  statements  were  too  plain  to 
be  controverted. 

Mr.  U.  also  wanted  the  question  taken  speedily,  and 
modified  hia  amendment  by  striking  out  "exclusive  of 
interest. " 

Mr.  LEGARE  proposed  to  insert  an  iuterest  of  two  per 
centum.  Thia  proposition,  be  thought,  would  be  a  com- 
promise which  would  obtain  very  generally. 

Mr.  8ERGEANT  also  remarked,  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  token  a  view  of  this  bill  not  war 
either  by  the  language  of  the  bill  or  by  the  viewa  of  i 
hers  of  that  House,  so  far  as  those  views  had  been  disclosed. 
That  gentleman  had  written  to  broker*  and  others,  all  over 
the  country,  to  inquire  of  them  at  what  rate  they  would  pur- 
chase those  notes ;  whereas 
bill  to  sell  the  notes  at  all. 

The  authority  or  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wan  confined  to  two  points.  In  the  first  place,  he  could 
only  issue  tbem  to  creditor*  of  the  Government,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  debts,  on  their  nominal  amount,  with  tbe  interest 
that  may  then  have  accrued.  The  next  power  waa  tbe  pow- 
er to  borrow  upon  the  hypothecation  of  the  notes. 

On  these  point*  Mr.  8.  dwelt  at  some  length.  As  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to  issue  these  bills 
he  had  no  doubt  in  the  world.  It  had  as  much  constitu- 
tional power  to  do  that  aa  to  charter  a  national  bank.  With 
reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  he  preferred  that 
they  should  borrow  money  of  that  description,  which  would 
answer  the  purpose*  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  aaid  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr. 
8.,  and  gave  notice  of  hia  intention  to  enter  more  at  Urge 
on  the  subject  of  the  gentleman's  present  and  late  speech 
in  support  of  a  national  bank,  when  the  divorce  bill  came 
up.  The  gentleman's  argument  about  tbe  people's  money 
and  the  Government'*  money,  was  a  merely  ad  captandum 
one,  designed  to  produce  an  effect  upon  the  election*  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  C.  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  not  properly  construed  the  act  now  under 
consideration  ;  for,  if  be  bail  construed  it  properly,  there 
never  could  be  any  depreciation  whatever  of  thcue  notes. 
There  was  no  power  given  in  the  bill  to  sell  the  note*,  but 
to  borrow  money  upon  them. 

Mr.  PICKENS  made  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  House, 
that,  considering  tbe  lateness  of  the  session,  and  the  im- 
portant measure*  behind,  they  would  vote  on  all  the  prop- 
osition* now  before  it  on  tbia'bill.  He  declared  hia  inten- 
tion of  voting  against  tbe  bill  himself  if  it  embraced  interest 

Mr.  MERCER  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  again  modified  hia  amendment, 
«o  aa  to  authorize  tbe  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  to  ex- 
change the  bonds  with  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  State*  for 
■smaller  bond*. 

Mr.  GH OLSON  replied  principally  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Bkll  on  Saturday  last,  and  spoke  in  opposition  to 
the  establishment  of  a  national  bauk,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill,  without  the  amendment  under  consideration.  He 
insisted  that  the  bill  was  opposed,  and  waa  intended,  if  pos- 
•ibls,  to  be  defeated,  for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting 
the  object  to  charter  a  i 
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Mr.  BELL  spoko  briefly  in  teply. 

Mr.  REED  animadverted  upon  what  he  termed  the  oiis- 
erably  erroneous  ealimatea  of  the  Secretary,  and  argued 
against  the  necessity  of  passing  the  original  bill  without  the 
amendment,  v«:  to  sell  the  bank  bonda. 

Mr.  GHOL80N  rejoined  to  Mr.  Dull,  but  his  remarks 
were  rat  off  by  the  hour  having  arrived  for  taking  a  recess, 
when  the  House  adjourned  till  4  o'clock. 

Evtame  Srssiojr. 

The  House  met  after  recess. 

Mr.  GHOL80*  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ban,  the  whole  of  which  are  given  entire, 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  If,  by  remaining  in  my  scat,  I  believed 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uy  dkkwood,]  or  on  the  bill  itself, 
would  be  taken  at  an  earlier  period,  I  surety  would  content 
myself  with  giving  a  silent  vote,  however  anxioua  I  may 
be,  or  may  have  been,  to  express  my  views.  I  am  in  bad 
health,  worn  down  with  previous  labor,  and  find  myself 
but  illy  calculated  for  the  effort  of  debate.  Tno  course  of 
the  whigs  on  Ibis  floor,  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  has  assured  me  that  their  object  is,  and  has 
been,  that  this  House  shall  not  act  on  any  bill  likely  to 
relieve  the  embarrassments  of  tho  country. 

Sir,  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  tho  object  of  the  whigs 
is,  and  has  been,  to  keep  up  excitement  in  the  country, 
and  'add  embarrassment  to  the  already  embarrassed  condi- 
tion of  the  Government  and  the  people.  When  thia  ses- 
sion first  commenced,  we  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wis*,]  who  are  regarded  by  me  and  by  the  country 
aa  the  oracles  of  the  whig  party,  that  they  had  no  meas- 
ures of  their  own  to  bring  forward  to  relieve  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  went  further.  He  requested 
or  directed  his  whig  allies  to  bring  forward  no  measure  to 
relieve  the  country.  He  said  that,  for  one,  he  would  let 
the  country  groan  on ;  that  it  was  not  the  iutenlion  of  the 
a d  ministration  party  here  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  President ;  and  even  wont  so  far  as  to  warn  my 
friend  from  8outh  Carolina  [Mr.  Picaaas]  to  be  on  his 
guard,  lost  he  were  arrested  and  shot  down  as  a  deserter. 
Being  now  hard  pressed  in  this  quarter,  and  this  bill  (which 
has  been  so  bitterly  denounced)  being  likely  to  be  finally 
voted  on  before  the  close  of  the  aession,  be  calls  in  the  aid 
of  his  ally  from  Tenuossee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  and  solicits  that 
gentleman  to  aid  him  in  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
with  fruitless  dicussion  and  vapid  denunciation  until  the 
close  of  this  extraordinary  session  ;  and  thus  prevent,  what 
is  so  much  dreaded  by  both  gentlemen,  that  relief  which 
the  country  so  imperiously  demands,  and  which,  if  we 
possess  the  power,  we  are  bound  to  afford  lo  it. 

Well,  sir,  tho  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  not  been 
unmindful  of  tho  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
He  has  promptly  obeyed  the  mandate,  and  has  gone  to  his 
aid ;  and,  with  the  skill  and  management  of  a  political 
grimalkin,  he  consumed  tho  whole  of  Saturday  in  discuss- 
ing a  motion  that  be  never  intended  should  be  voted  on ; 
and  after  a  day  and  a  part  of  the  night  had  Iwen  consumed 
by  descanting  on  that  time-killing  motion,  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Wuittlksit]  came  forward,  and  a»kod 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
The  request  was  instantly  complied  with,  thus  conclusively 
proving,  to  my  mind,  that  the  wholo  design  and  object  of 
the  gentleman  was,  and  is,  confusion,  excitement,  embar- 
rassment, not  action  or  relief  to  tho  Government  or  tho 
people. 

Sir,  we  have  now  progressed  on  this  legislative  journey 
till  we  have  reached  the  last  week  of  the  session.  And 
what,  Mr.  Sneaker,  let  me  ask,  have  we,  the  administra- 
tion party,  been  permitted  to  do !    By  our  untiring  cxei- 
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tions  we  have  got  one  little  bill  through  the  House  !  The 
Buffering  people  have  a  right  to  know  to  whom  this  delay, 
this  waste  of  timo,  of  money,  this  trifling  with  their  rights 
and  interests,  is  to  be  ascribed.  Sir,  this  remissness,  this 
flagrant  injustice,  and  wanton  dereliction  of  duty,  cannot, 
and  must  not,  be  charged  to  the  administration  party  ;  for 
if  the  whigs,  as  they  avow,  have  no  projects  or  plans  of 
relief  of  their  own,  why  have  they  not  permitted  us  to  carry 
out  those  plans  of  the  administration  which  we  stand  ready 
to  execute !  Is  it  because  they  fear  the  country  will  be 
relieved  ? 

What,  air,  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Bill,]  wheu  he  came  forward,  on  Saturday,  with  his 
time-killing  project  f  He  said  he  had  told  the  people, 
"the  dear  people,"  just  before  the  election — at  a  time 
when  he  undoubtedly  cherished  a  very  warm  and  tender 
feeling  of  regard  for  the  people — that  it  would  be  in  the 
[  power  of  the  administration  to  relieve  the  country  in  sixty 
day  *  at  furthest !  Well,  sir,  why  does  not  the  gentleman 
bring  forward  the  plan  that  he  suggested  to  his  constituents  ? 
Is  he  not  bound  to  do  so,  if  ho  believes  what  he  has  said 
in  relation  to  the  plans  set  forth  in  tho  President's  mes- 
sage !  Surely  bo  is.  When  ho  undertakes  lo  say  that 
the  schemes  suggested  in  the  President's  message  are  wild 
and  visionary,  and  impracticable,  have  we  not  a  right  to 
expect  from  him  some  plan  that  will,  according  to  his  own 
views,  afford  relief,  practical  relief— a  plan  that  is  in  it- 
self practicable  and  reasonable  1  What  was  tho  vast  and 
wonderful  scheme  that  the  honorable  gentleman  suggested 
to  the  people  of  his  district !  He  says  that  it  was  a  scheme 
to  force  the  Government  to  take  up  the  $100,000,000  of 
irredeemable  bank  paper  now  afloat  in  the  country  !  In- 
deed, air  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  common  sense,  the  commonest  reasoning, 
and  the  teachings  of  every  day's  experience  and  observa- 
tion, all  go  to  prove  the  utter  impracticability  of  the  prop- 
osition. I  have  too  high  a  regard  for  the  gentleman's 
intelligence,  to  believe,  for  a  single  moment,  that  be  be- 
lieves in  the  practicability  of  any  such  project.  Thm>o 
banks  which  have  flooded  the  country  with  a  redundant 
paper  circulation,  have  failed,  and  their  paper  become 
worthless  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  at  tho  very  time  when 
they  were  sustained  by  all  the  resources  of  this  mighty  and 
munificent  Government  daily  poured  into  their  vault*. 
They  failed,  sir,  when  they  were  sustained,  not  only  by 
tho  Government,  but  by  the  confidence  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  and  by  that  still  stronger  power,  public  opin- 
ion. If  they  failed  under  the  existence  of  such  props  and 
such  patronage— if  they  could  not  exist  as  organic  bodies, 
and  perform  the  functions  required  of  them  by  law  and  by 
thfir  charters,  under  the  existence  of  circumstances  so  fa- 
vorable— and  if  their  paper,  as  we  all  know  to  be  the  fact, 
has  depreciated  CAcen  per  cent,  how  much  more  signal 
and  complete  must  be  their  failure,  when  they  do  not  and 
cannot  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  people  1 

Sir,  I  defy  tho  Government  to  give  the  people  confidence 
in  these  hauking  institutions.  They  have  already  failed, 
and  without  the  confidence  of  the  people  they  cannot  be 
resuscitated  ;  they  cannot  sustain  themselves. 

Mr.  Speaker,  who,  let  me  inquire,  ever  heard  of  a  Gov- 
ernment like  ours,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  dealing  in 
paper  known  to  be  depreciated,  and  attempting  to  make 
that  paper  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  1  Do  we 
not  all  know  that  this  plan  is  wild,  visionary,  impracticable 
and  unheard  of !  I  know,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  not  believe  it  practicable ;  if  he  did,  he  would 
bring  it  forward  in  a  tangible  shape.  I  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  as  a  statesman,  too  much  confident  c 
in  bis  intelligence  as  a  financier,  to  do  him  the  injustice 
of  believing  him  at  all  in  favor  of  tbo  plan  of  which  he  hu« 
spoken. 

The  causes  that  have  moved  the  gentleman  from  Tin- 
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iirs<>ce  in  this  mutter,  are  wily  divined  ;  nay,  they  cmn- 
not  be  misunderstood.  He  had  aaid  something  on  this 
subject  to  the  people  of  his  district,  to  his  constituency  if 
you  please,  and  he  wished  to  consume  the  lime  of  this 
House,  above  all,  he  wished  to  aid  the  fedeial  bank  party 
in  this  House,  and  to  attain  his  ends,  he  came  out  with 
the  plans  on  which  I  have  animadverted,  and  hoped  to  im- 
pose on  the  country.  I  say  this,  for  this  further  reason, 
that  the  whole  course  of  the  opposition,  with  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  acting,  has  been  directed  to 
the  single  and  cole  purpose  of  preventing  any  thiog  being 
'  done  by  the  administration  to  relieve  the  country.  They 
are  influenced  in  their  course  by  the  belief  that,  if  tbey  can 
keep  up  the  present  excitement  in  the  country,  they  can 
force  from  tho  necessities  of  the  people  the  recharter  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  or  a  national  bank  subservient  to 
their  wishes.  They  know  that  this  question  has  been 
again  and  again  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the  people, 
alter  calm  deliberation  and  reflection,  have  decided  that 
they  will  not  have  a  bank.  But,  not  satisfied  with  the 
unqualified  expression  of  the  people's  voice,  they  still  cling 
with  tenacity  to  the  desperate  hope  that  has  been  mode  to 
tell  its  "  flattering  tale,"  by  the  present  unnatural  excite- 
ment and  derangement  that  now  pervade  every  section  of 
the  country.  They  know  that  if  the  country  is  relieved 
and  the  present  excitement  can  be  quelled,  their  hopes  of 
a  national  bank  will  be  laid  prostrate.  And  this  is  the 
reason,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  straggle  lias  been  so  desperate ; 
this,  sir,  is  the  reason  that  the  cry  of  Executive  bank,  has 
been  sounded  through  this  hall ;  this  is  the  reason  that  we 
have  been  so  often  boustingly  told,  that  unless  a  national 
bank  were  incorporated,  the  country  would  be  convulsed. 
This  is  tho  true  and  only  reason  that  exists  for  the  cry  we 
have  so  often  heard,  that  this  bill  will  sap  the  liberties  of 
the  country  ;  that  by  means  of  this  Executive  bank,  tho 
President  would  be  enabled  to  place  his  foot  on  the  necks 
of  the  people.  This  cry  has  been  raised  because  gentle- 
men know  that  a  bank  is  yet  unpopular ;  and  they  hope  to 
prejudice  the  country  against  this  bill  before  it  passes,  by 
calling  it  an  Executive  bank  bill.  Sir,  they  seek  to  fright- 
en us  by  telling  us  that  when  we  give  our  assent  to  this 
bill  wo  give  our  assent  to  a  measure  that  is  to  convulse 
the  country.  For  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  tell  gentle- 
men, that  names  have  no  terror  for  me.  I  have  no  fear 
that  this  bill  will  enable  the  President  to  place  himself 
above  the  constitution  and  tho  people ;  I  am  not  so  timid 
that  I  can  be  alarmed  by  such  bug-bear  appeals  to  my 
courage. 

But  why,  let  me  ask,  have  we  this  constant  cry  of  bonk, 
bank,  from  tho  known  honk  party  on  this  floor  1  It  bus 
been  said  that  this  bill  was  intended  to  defeat  a  national 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  place  it  on  that  issue  before  the 
American  people;  I  will,  and  do,  hereby  declare  my  assent 
to  this  measure,  humble  as  gentlemen  say  it  is,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  avow  my  decided  opposition  to  any  nation- 
al bank.  And,  sir,  if  convulsions,  anarchy,  and  confu- 
sion are  to  be  the  consequences  of  our  refusal  to  charter  a 
national  bank,  let  them  come,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
meet  them.  Sir,  I  have  stated  that  names  have  no  terror 
lor  me.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill.  I  wish  these  Treas- 
ury notes  to  enter  into  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and 
if  they  do  get  into  circulation,  depend  upon  it,  sir,  the 
one-half  of  your  embarrassments  will  be  removed  at  the  in- 
stant they  find  their  way  from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary. 
This  bill  has  no  sirailtude  to  a  bank.  Mr.  Speaker,  and  if 
gentlemen  attempt  to  distort  it  into  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
they  will  get  their  labor  for  the  pains.  The  Treasurer, 
under  it,  has  no  power  to  issue  bills,  except  as  the  creditors 
of  the  Government  may  require  them.  The  passage  of 
the  bill  will  not  enable  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to 
throw  thousand*  and  millions  of  paper  into  circulation  in 
a  day,  by  which  the  price  of  property,  and  of  labor,  and 


of  every  thing  else,  will  receive  fictitioub  valuations,  and 
then  by  suddenly  withdrawing  the  circulation,  depess  the 
price  of  the  same  substances  and  properties  far  beneath 
their  intrinsic  value. 

Mr.  8penker,  I  respectfully  ask  gentlemen  to  do  me  tbe 
favnr  of  pointing  out  the  resemblance,  that  this  bill  bear* 
to  a  bank ;  I  ask  them  to  particularly  point  out  the  charac- 
teristic* by  which  they  are  enabled  to  determine  that  this 
is  an  Executive  bank. 

The  next  direct  attack  made  upon  this  bill,  is  the  one 
now  pending  in  favor  of  that  defunct  monster,  the  late 
United  Stales  Bank,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Usobbwopd.]  This  amendment,  has,  f  be- 
lieve, been  already  twice  rejected  by  this  House,  and  is  now 
properly  out  of  order.  But  as  I  am  no  stickler  for  point* 
of  order,  I  will  make  no  question  of  that  sort.  This 
amendment,  like  the  late  United  States  Bank,  is  no  sooner 
defeated  in  one  shape  than  it  rises  in  another.  By  this 
amendment,  it  is  proposed  to  offer  in  ben  of  the  bill,  the 
bonds  executed  by  the  late  United  Stales  Bank  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, in  that  institution.  Then  it  is  proposed  to  throw 
into  the  market  in  these  times  of  general  depression, 
f 6,000,000  of  bank  bonds  due  in  the  course  of  the  next 
four  years,  payable  by  instalments  of  $3,000,000,  bearing 
interest  from  the  date  of  their  execution.  Now,  sir,  who 
are  to  be  the  purchasers!  We  know  in  these  times  of 
general  distress,  no  individual,  and  scarcely  any  incorpo- 
ration, has  the  ability  to  make  such  a  purchase.  Then  if 
these  bonds  are  thus  untimely  thrown  into  the  market,  the 
Government  must  and  will  sustain  an  immense  loss.  The 
old  bank  may  or  may  not  be  the  bidder  for  these  bonds. 
The  course  that  that  institution  has  heretofore,  and  is  now 
persuing,  is  this:    A  short  time  after  the  suspension 


of  specie  payments,  that  bank  threw  into  tbe  market 
$8,000,000  of  bonk  bonds,  or  post  notes,  payable  at  a  fu- 
ture day  in  England.  These  bonds  or  notes  were  sold  in 
the  market  for  a  premium  of  five  per  cent.  The  agents 
of  the  bank  proceeded  to  the  cotton -growing  States,  and 
with  the  notes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United 
States  bought  cotton  to  meet  these  bonds.  The  notes  of 
the  institution  commanded  a  premium,  owing  to  the  im- 
mense debt  due  from  the  South  and  West  to  the  eastern 
and  northern  cities.  The  fund  upon  which  these  f 5, 000, 00O 
was  first  drawn  having  been  exhausted,  this  is  the  game 
that  is  now  being  played  off  by  Mr.  Biddle  on  tbe  South. 
He  has  his  agents  there,  selling  the  notes  of  the  old  bank, 
which  neither  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsy  lvania,  nor 
any  other  institution,  is  bound  to  redeem.  This  paper,  in 
these  times  of  distrust  and  oppression,  commands  a  pre- 
mium over  the  local  bank  paper  of  the  country.  It  first 
passes  into  the  hands  of  our  southern  merchants,  they  pay- 
ing a  premium  for  it  of  about  15  per  cent,  above  local  bank 
paper.  The  merchants  pay  it  over  to  the  agents  of  tbe 
northern  merchant*,  who  are  literally  swarming  like  hun- 
gry locusts  through  the  country ;  who,  knowing  its  utter 
worthlessness,  and  that  no  one  is  bound  to  redeem  it,  im- 
mediately sell  it  for  local  bank  paper  at  a  premium.  With 
this  psper  they  buy  cotton.  In  this  way,  one  set  of  these 
irredeemable  notes  buys  the  cotton  of  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood at  a  discount  of  st  least  15  per  rent.  Thus  is  tbe 
ghost  oflhts  institution  enabled  to  plunder  my  constituents 
out  of  15  per  cent,  of  their  labor. 

This  system  of  plundering  the  South,  so  long  practised 
by  the  Northern  capitalists,  has  enal4ed  that  section  of  tbe 
country,  through  the  agency  of  the  institution  of  which  I 
speak,  to  play  a  game  that  must  be  suspended,  and  it  is  to 
an  evil  so  monstrous  that  I  am  anxious  to^pply  a  remedy. 
This  can  be  done  effectually  by  the  rejection  of  the  amend- 
ment and  tbe  passage  of  the  bill.  In  this  way,  tbia  insti- 
tution will  be  driven  out  of  the  market;  for  when  the  notes 
proposed  to  be  issued  by  this  bill  enter,  as  they  will,  into 
the  circulation  of  tbe  country,  tbe  worthless  piper  of  this 
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to,  will  bo  banished  from  cir- 
culation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bui.] 
complains  that  I  have  no  right  to  place  the  construction  on 
his  acts  that  I  have  no  freely  and  fully  expressed;  and,  air,  he 
has  added  that  I  have  ex  pressed  opinions  in  reference  to  him 
that  ere  not  justifiable  by  facte.  Sir,  I  must  be  allowed  to 
tell  that  gentleman  that  the  actions  and  conduct  of  public 
roe*  in  this  lull  are,  and  of  right  should  be,  public  prop- 
erty. A«  such,  I  have  a  right  to  come  to  my  own  conclu- 
sions in  relation  to  them.  Having  formed  my  opinions  as 
to  the  mowing  cause  for  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  in 
the  present  instance,  I  ha-vo  taken  the  liberty  to  express 
those  opinions,  end  I  claim  the  right  of  doing  so.  8ir,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  do  any  gentleman  an  act  of  injustice.  I 
have  misstated  no  matter  of  fact ;  ami,  if  1  have  otherwise 
done  the  gentleman  injustice,  I  shall  be  found  et  all  times 

faction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  has  taken  occasion  to  say 
something  in  relation  to  the  interest  of  my  constituents. 
Now,  sir,  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  am  their  repre- 
sentative, and  that  if  I  misrepre*enl  them  I  am  account- 
able to  them  for  the  act.  Therefore,  neither  they  nor  we 
require  any  aid  or  oJ vice 


I  know,  air,  that  I  represent  a  suffering  people,  a  peo- 
ple who  are  immensely  in  debt ;  but,  thank  God  !  we  have 
a  climate,  a  soil,  and  a  production,  that,  when  added  to 
the  never-ceasing  vigilance  of  our  people,  will  enable  us  to 
pay,  in  a  short  time,  a  larger  debt  than  can  be  extinguish- 
ed by  any  other  people  of  the  globe, 
sir,  " 


the  Government,  end  not  a  little 
and  insinuated  about  the  alleged  insolvency  of  those  insti- 
tutions. Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  before  they  make  any  more 
assertion*  on  this  subject,  to  examine  into  the  true  situa- 
tion of  our  banks.  I  make  the  asxertion,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  our  banks,  the  banks  of  the  8tate  of  Missis- 
sippi, have  as  large  an  amount  of  assets  in  their  possession  as 
any  banks  in  this  Union  which  have  not  a  greater  circula- 
tion afloat.  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  us  solvent,  and  will 
resume  specie  payments  as  soon  as  any  banks  in  the  Union 
time  of  the 


having  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  as  large  a 
as  they  had. 

But  it  is  said  the  banks  have  asked  for  indulgence.  I 
say  it  is  untrue.  If  they  have  asked  indulgence,  1  am  not 
informed  of  it.  1,  on  my  own  responsibility,  asked  in- 
dulgence for  them  in  order  that  1  might  favor  their  debtors. 
Now,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bui,] 
with  his  proclaimed  charity  for  my  constituents,  will  aid 
rnc  in  keeping  the  hands  of  this  Government  off  of  our 
banks  for  a  abort  time,  be  will  render  us  good  service- 
Any  attempt  to  force  these  banks  to  pay  their  debts  un- 
naturally oppresses  the  debtor's- interest.  Whenever  the 
Government  presses  the  banks,  it  presses  its  own  debtors, 
and  thus  the  Government  directly  oppresses  the  people. 

If  the  Government  continues,  according  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  ie  so  charit- 
able, to  draw  on  our  banks,  these  drafts  must,  for  some 
time  to  come,  come  back  protested.  This  will  keep  down 
our  money,  and  force  us  to  pay  the  highest  premium  that 
we  have  heard  so  much  talked  of. 

Sir,  1  care  but  little  for  those  bunks  as  mere  corpora- 
tions, but  I  have  a  great  good  feeling  for  the  people  who 
are  in  their  power.  You  have  relieved  the  balance  of  your 
Government  debtors,  and  why  not  relieve  them  alsot  I 
am  sure  they  are  as  meritorious  us  your  Northern  mer- 
chants. Now,  air,  the  passage  of  Ibis  bill,  without  the 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  means  by  which 
can  be  relieved.  It  is  the  only  hope  I  have 
specie  payments; 


this  bill  shall  have  passed,  the  Government  will  be  reliev- 
ed. Ten  millions  will  be  liable  to  be  gradually  thrown 
into  circulation.  You  can  then  give  our  bank*  u-nsonable 
time ;  and  thus  the  wh.de  will  be  accommodated. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bill]  said 
something  about  forcing  the  Government  into 
What  terms  does  he  mean  t  The  terms  of  these  i 
sible  bankal  If  these  are  his  terms;  if  a  i 
the  part  of  this  administration  to  the  dictations  of  these 
hank.*  are  the  terms  upon  which  we  am  to  buy  the  peace 
of  tbc  country,  it  is  such  a  peace  as  I  do  not  want.  If 
this  is  the  way  that  quiet  in  this  land  is  to  be  kepi,  let  us 
have  the  confusion  of  winch  we  have  heard  ho  much  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session.  I  think  the  sooner  it 
comes  the  better. 

Sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  of 
law,  that  these  banks  can,  and  will, dictate  to  an  American 
Congrats  1  Are  we  to  be  no  longer  independent  t  Are  wo 
to  be  forced  to  ask  these  most  soulless  corporations  what 
we  shall  do,  and  what  we  shall  not  do  ?  Surely  not  yet. 
This  is  the  direct  policy  of  the  bank  party  on  thia  floor.  I 
am  prepared  to  record  my  vole ;  I  am  prepared  to  meet  the 
crisis,  and  share  my  fate.    I  have  no  fears  of  the  result. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  intended  to  have  proceeded  further 
in  discussing  these  topics,  but  I  find  myself 
and  debility,  to  go  on  any  further. 


Mr.  CURTIS  addressed  the  House  in  a  short  speech, 
expressive  of  his  regret  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Cambbsx- 
k.no]  had  laid  aside  the  bill  originally  reported  by  him 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*,  and  had  engraft- 
ed the  Senate's  bill  upon  its  enacting  clause  us  an  amend- 
ment. He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  in  its  original  shape, 
but  opposed  to  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
snd  would  prefer  the  amendment  of  the 
Kentucky  now  under  consideration,  especially  ns  recently 
modified.  He  explained  how  the  bonds  of  the  United 
States  Bank  might  be  rendered  available,  and  sold  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  altered  his  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  it  read  aa  follows : 

"  But  no  Treasury  notes  shall  be  issued  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  except  for  the  sum  of  three  million  Ave 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  until  after  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  have  offered  for  sale  the  bonds  executed  by 
the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  United  Stales 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  consideration  of  the  stock  held  by 
Government  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  sell  and  transfer  said  bonds,  or  any  ooe  or  more 
of  them,  lo  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  to  apply  the 
money  arising  from  such  sale  and  transfer  in  payment  of 
any  demands  upon  the  Treasury  :  Prowled,  however,  That 
no  sale  and  transfer  of  ssid  bonds  shall  be  made  for  less  than 
ibe  nominal  amount  of  said  bonds  respectively,  with  the 
interest  which  shall  have  accrued  thereon  up  lo  (he  day  of 
sale.  Dut  if  said  bonds  cannot  lie  sold  as  is  herein  provided, 
in  three  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  it  ahull 
be  lawful  lo  issue  Treasury  notes  to  tbc  amount  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

"It  shall,  moreover,  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  surrender  any  one  or  more  of  said  bonds  to  the 
bank,  and  to  take  in  exchange  smaller  bonds  for  the  amount, 
to  facilitate  the  sales  and  transfers  herein  provided  for." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vbt- 
dbbwood,  in  this  shape,  it  was  decided  as  follows  > 

Ybab—  Messrs.  Adams,  Alexsnder,H. Allen,  J.  W. Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J. 
Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Child*,  Clowncy,  Cranston,  (.'rocket*,  Curtis,  Cash- 
ing, Darlington',  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore, 
Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Goods,  J.  Graham,  GrenneU, 
Harlan,  Harper,  I 
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Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Maliory, 
Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennan, 
Menofee,  Mercer,  Mathias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pickens,  Pope,  Potts, 
Randan,  Randolph,  Reed,  Kcncher,  Ridgwny,  Robert- 
son, Rumsey,  Russell,  Sergeant,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  8hields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Slratton,  Taliafci- 
ro,  Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell. 
Vorke— 94. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aiherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdrall,  Boon,  Brodhesd,  Brooson, 
Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleog,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Drom- 
goole,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes  Holt,  Hobley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  T.  B.  Jaduon,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones, 
J.  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore,  Kliogensmith,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Arphazed  Loomis,  Martin,  May,  McKay, 
Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  McCleilan,  McClure,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Pelrikin,  Plunier,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  RheU,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sheffer, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  8nyder,  8pencer,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, Webster, 
Wneks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,— 109. 

8o  Mr.  Unvkrwooh's  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  whole  of  it,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby 
authorised,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  as  the  President  may  think 
expedient,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  $7,000,000,  to  be 
reimbursed  with  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  cent  per  an- 
num, at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
the  loan  or  loans  respectively. 

The  question  upon  agreeing  to  this  amendment  was  de- 
cided— Yen*  86,  nays  131,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  C.I- 
houn,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Childs,  Clowney,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Donn,  Elmore,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Goode, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hslsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawed,  Henry,  Herod,  Hopkins,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  W. 
C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Matlory, 
Mar»in,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKennati,  Mercer, 
Millipan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Perk, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rancher, 
Ridgwav,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Serjeant, 
Slade,  Soutbgate,  Stanly,  Stone,  8tratton,  Teharerro, 
Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  8.  Whits,  E.  Whittlesey,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 96. 

Nats*~Mossts»  Anderson,  Andrews,  Aiherton,  Beatty, 
Botrne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
hesd, Bronaon,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  ■  Cambreleng, 
J.  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  <  Cleveland,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee, 
DcGtsff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field, Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock, 
J.  Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Holey,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hur- 
ley, W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 


Klingensmilh,  l<egare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loo- 
mis, Lyon,  Martin,  May,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  Mc- 
Clellan, McClure,  McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  S.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Nobis  Noyes, 
Owens  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens  Plomer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss 
Reily,  Rbett,  Richardson,  Rives  8heffer,  A.  H.  8hcpperd, 
C.  Shepard,  Shields  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Smith,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Tsylor,  Thomas  Titos  Toucey,  Towns  Turney, 
Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wegener,  Webster,  Weeks  J-  Whits 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams  S.  Williams  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, J.  L.  Williams  Worthington,  and  Yell — 181. 

8o  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  further  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  the  following : 

Provided,  however,  That  no  notes  aball  lie  issued  aa 
aforesaid,  so  long  as  there  shall  remain  in  the  Treasury 
available  funds  applicable  to  the  prompt  payment  of  said 
debt?,  after  reserving  one  million  of  dollars. 

This  followed  the  course  of  those  previously  offered,  be- 
ing negatived  by  yeas  and  nays — Yeas  108,  nays  ISO,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Ayerigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs  W. 

B.  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs  Clowney,  Corwin,  Cranston, 
Crockett,  Curtis  Coshing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies 
Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  Goods  J-  Graham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hsleted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Has- 
tings, Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins  H.  John* 
son,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis 
Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milltgan,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips  Pickens  Pops  Porta, 
Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robertson,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  8hepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
8ibley,  Slade,  Soutbgate,  Stanly,  Stons  Stratum,  Tali- 
aferro, Thompson,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  J.  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams  8.  Williams  J.  L.  Williams, 

C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 103. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews  Aiherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bran- 
son, Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  ( 'lark,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Conner,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Drom- 
goole, Duncan,  Edwards  Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubiey,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Inghsm, 
T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Joints,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgorc,  Klingensmith,  Lcgare,  Leadbelter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyes  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker.  Parmenter, 
Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps  Plomer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentiss  R«*ly»  RheU,  Rtehard«on,  Rives  Sheffer, 
Sheplor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thom- 
as, Titus  Toucey,  Towns  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
Warner,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W. 
Williams  Worthington,  Yell— 180. 

Mr.  80UTHGATE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
make  the  lowest  denomination  of  Treasury  notes  fifty  dol- 
lars, instead  of  one  hundred. 

Mr.  LEGARE  hoped  the  gentleman  would  consent  to 
modify  his  amendment  bv  inserting  $26  instrad  of  $50. 
He  stated  a  ease  or  hardship  which  bad  occurred  Hi  Ala- 
bama, in  support  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Virginia,  protested 
ment,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WISE  sa,d  that  if  we  were  to  have  a 
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paper  currency,  be  was  for  bringing  down  the  denomina- 
tion* of  the  note*  not  only  to  $50,  bat  at  once  to  $6  and  to 
$1.  Let  the  laborer  have  the  benefit,  if  there  was  any,  aa 
well  aatbe  capitalist  and  the  aristocrat ;  he  hoped  the  demo- 
crats of  tho  *  democracy  of  numbers"  would  unite  with  hfm 
■n  giving  the  advantage  of  this  new' money  to  the  "bone 
and  sinew"  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CAM  BRELEXG  objected  to  making  the  denomi- 
nation J  res  than  $100.  He  protested  against  making  the 
credit  of  tho  Government  a  currency. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  adverted  to  the  law  which  enabled 
a  poor  man  to  enter  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  ;  the  price 
of  which  was  just  $60.  He  urged  the  hardship  of  de- 
priving such  a  settler  of  the  benefit  of  paying  for  his  land 
in  Government  currency,  and  compelling  bim  to  pay  down 
the  gold  and  stiver  under  the  specie  circular,  while  the 
wealthy  (peculator  could  pay  in  Treasury  notes.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  would  come  to  the  West  and  ad- 
vance such  a  doctrine,  he  would  soon  have  such  convincing 
arguments  applied  to  him  as  would  quickly  work  a  change 
of  opinion  in  bim  on  this  point 

Mr.  80UTHGATE  modified  his  amendment  so  aa  to 
insert  *25,  instead  of  $  100,  aa  the  lowest  amount  of  any 
Treasury  note. 

This  amendment  was  rejected  bv  yeas  and  nays  :  Yea* 
88,  nays  ISO,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Beiroe,  Bond,  Boon,  Briggs,  Bynum, 
J.  Calhoon,  John  Campbell,  William  B.  C  arter,  Casey, 
Chambers,  Chipman,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crockett,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glas- 
cock, Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Grsntland, 
Graves,  Halated,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Henry,  Herod,  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter,  H.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnaon, 
Lawler,  Lcgarc,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Mallery,  Martin,  May,  MeKim,  McKennan,  Menefee, 
Montgomery,  C.  Morris,  Murray,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Pickens,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Ridgway,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Rumaey,  Russell,  A.  H.  8hepperd,  C.  8hep- 
ard,  Shields,  Siblev,  Smith,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer, 
Stanly,  Stone.Taliaferro,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  John 
White,  Eliaha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 88. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  J. 
W.  A  Men,  Andersen,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Aycrigg,  Beat- 
ty, Btcknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Cllley, 
Cleveland,  Cotes,  Connor,  Crary,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Gush- 
ing Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  Davies,  De- 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  EvereU,  Farrington, 
Fairfield,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallop,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Hoffman,  Holsev,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubler,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jack- 
son, N.  Jonea,  John  W.  Jones,  KemWe,  Kilgore,  Klingen- 
smith,  Leadbelter,  Logon,  A.  Loomis,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, 8.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  R  MeClellan, 
A.  MeClellan,  McClure,  Mercer,  MilKgan,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Nay  lor,  Noble,  Noyes, 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Pay  nter,  Penny  backer, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentue,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, Sbefler,  Sheplor,  Slade,  8lewa?t,  8trotton,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Thompson,  Titos,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Vanderveer,  Wagoner,  Webster.  Weeks, T.  T.  Whittlesey. 
J.  W.  Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Worthington,  and 
Yorite— 131. 

Mr.  SOUTHGATE  then  moved  to  insert  $50,  in  place 
of  $  1 00,  as  the  lowest  amount. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  upon  this  motion  of  Mr. 
8.  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  140,  nays  81,  via: 

Yeas— Messrs    Alexander,  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson, 
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Andrews,  Beime,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  J.  Campbell,  W.  B. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham. 
Childs,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Ciowney,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee,  De- 
berry,  DeGratT,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Ewing, 
Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  James  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Gbolson,  Glascock,  Goode,  Jaa.  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Grantland,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Halsted,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harrison, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawkins,  Hsynes,  Henry,  Herod, 
Hoffman,  Holt,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
son Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  C.  John- 
son, Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Leadbelter,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  8.  Mason,  Martin, 
A  bra.  MeClellan,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  C.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parmenter,  Patterson,  Pickens,  Pope, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Robertaon,  Rumaey,  Russell,  A.  H.  8hep- 
perd,  O.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sheplor,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith, 
Southgate,  Spencer,  Stanly,  8tone,  Taliaferro,  Titus, 
Towns,  Underwood,  Vail,  Webster,  A.  S.  White,  John 
White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 140. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Atherton,  Ay- 
crigg, Beatty,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Borden,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Ciller, 
Coles,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies, 
Dromgoolc,  Duncan,  Everett,  Furrington,  R.  Fletcher, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Hawes,  Holaey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  N.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Logan,  A. 
Loomis,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
R.  MeClellan,  McClure,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  8.  W. 
Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker,  Paynter,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Plumer,  Potts, 
Prentiss,  Reed,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Sheffer,  8tewart, 
Stratum,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vanderveer, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Christopher  H. 
Williams,  Worthington,  Yorke — 81. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  word  "ten,"  before  •« millions,"  snd  in- 
serting "  seven ;"  so  as  to  make  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
seven  millions. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  101, 
nays  120,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bonldin,  Briggs, 
Wm.  B.  Calnoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Cham- 
bers, Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cur- 
tis, Cuahing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Den- 
nis, Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham,  Graves, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  H aisled,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Andrew 
W.  Loomis,  Mallory,  Marvin,  8amson  Mason,  Maory, 
Maxwell,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Calvary 
Morris,  Nay  lor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Peck, 
Phillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway, 
Robertson,  Rumaey,  Russell,  Sawver,  Sergeant,  Augustine 
H.  8hepperd,  Charles  Shepard, '  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  8tan)y,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro, 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Albert  8.  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewie  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  and 
Yorke — 101. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton,  Beatty, 
Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bron- 
son, Bruyn,  Bucbsnan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Timothy 
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J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Davee,  DeGraff,  Drom«ook>,  Duncan,  Edwarda,  Farring- 
too,  Fairfield,  Iaaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Jamea 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gholaon,  Glascock,  Grandand, 
Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabes  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kera- 
Ue,  Kilgore,  Legare,  Leadtwtter,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphax- 
ed  Lootnia,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Robert  Mc- 
Ciellan, Abraham  McCiellan,  McClure,  McKim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Owena,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Potter, 
Pratt,  Prentisa,  Reily,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sbeffer, 
Bheplor,  Smith,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titos, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wegener, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Tbomaa  T.  Whittlesey,  J  a  red  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthington,  and  Yell— 120. 

Mr.  LEGARE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  reduce 


per  cent,  to  two  per  cent. 

Thia  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  John  W.  Allen,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bruyn, 
John  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Child*,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Connor, 
Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Da- 
Tee,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Ewing,  Richard 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Jnmea  Garland,  Rice  Gatland, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Goode,  James  Graham,  Wm.  Graham, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynee,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hubley, 
Ingham,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Nath.  J  ones,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lead  belter, 
Lewia,  Lyon,  Martin,  Montgomery,  Matbias  Moiria,  Cal- 
vary Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck, 
Petrikin,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pope,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Sawyer,  8heffer,  August.  H.  Shepperd, 
Charles  Shepard,  Sheplor,  8ibley,  8mith,  8tuart,  Stone, 
Thompson,  Towns,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Wagener,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  John  White,  Eliaha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod  Williams,  Joseph 
L.  Williams  Wise,  and  Yell— 99. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  He  man  Allen,  An- 
derson, Andrews,  Alherton,  Aycrigg,  Beatty,  Beime, 
Bell,  Bicknell,  Biddle,  Birdsall,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Brudhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynam,  Wm.  B.  Cal- 
houn, John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Cuahman, 
Darlington,  Daviea,  Deberry,  DeGrsJf,  Dromgoole,  Ed- 
wards, Everett,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fillmore,  Foster, 
Fry,  G  'Hup,  Grandand,  Grant,  Graves,  Gray,  Haley, 
Halsied,  Harrison,  Henry,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabes  Jackson,  John  W.  Jonea,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lincoln,  Logan,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Msllory, 
Marvin,  James  M.  Maaon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  McCiellan,  Abraham  McCiellan, 
McClure,  McKim,  McKennan,  Menefce,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Murray, 
Naylor,  Noyea,  Owena,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Peyn- 
t*r,  Pearce,  Pennybacker,  Plumer,  Potts,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencher,  Rumscy,  Rus- 
sell, Sergeant,  Shields,  Blade,  Snvder,  Southgatc,  Spen- 
cer, Sut.lv.  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titue, 
Toucey,  Vail,  Vandorvcer,  Albert  8.  White,  Jared  W. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Worthington,  and  Yorke — 127. 

Mr.  RHETT  offered  an  amendment  combining  one  for- 
merly offered  by  him,  and  rejected  with  another  on  which 
the  House  had  not  passed ;  bat  it  was  pronounced  out  of 


Mr.  R.  thereupon  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committe  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  Nil  in  conformity  with  the  amendments  he  had  proposed; 
but  the  motion  waa  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  the  whole 
amendments  to  the  bill  as  amended,  (being  a  substitution 
of  the  House  bill,  as  smended  by  Mr.  Soithcatx's  mo- 
tion, for  the  Senate's  hill,)  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  aa  follows:  Yeas  123,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  then  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  it  waa  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Beatty, 
Beirne,  BicknelL  BirdseJI, 
Brodbead,  Bronson,  Bruyn,  Be 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  John  Campbell,  Timothy  J.  Car- 
ter, Chaney,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cuahman,  Davee,  De 
Graff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fair- 
field, Foster,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Ghuleon, 
Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond, 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hayncs,  Holsey,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Jabes  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lead  better,  Logan,  A. 
Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  M.  Maaon,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay, 
Robert  McCiellan,  Abraham  McCiellan,  McClure,  McKim. 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  8.  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Murray,  Noble,  Noyea,  Owens,  Pabnrr,  Parker,  Parmen- 
ter, Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plummer, 
Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Reily,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  8heffer,  8heplor,  Smith,  8pence», 
Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney, 
Vail,  Vandervcer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Jared  W.Williame,  Worthington,  Yell.— 1*7. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Hcman  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  William  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Chea- 
tham. Childa,  Corwin,  Craneton,  Crockett,  Curtia,  Cush- 
ing, Darlington,  Dawson,  Daviea,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry, 
Goode,  James  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Craves,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hoffman,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  W.  C.  John- 
son, Lewia,  Lincoln,  A.  W.  Loomia,  Mallory,  Marvin, 
8.  Maaon,  Maury,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
M.  Morria,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Robert- 
son, Rumsev,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd, C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Snyder,  South- 
gate,  Stanly,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Albert  8.  White,  J.  While,  E.  Whittlesey. 
L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams,  C.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Wise,  Yorke— 98. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half  past  8  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  Oct.  10. 

MEXICO,  TEXAS,  Ac. 

Alter  the  presentation  of  aundry  petitions  (including  sev- 
eral from  Alabama)  for  the  establish  men t  of  a  national 
bank, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday  morning,  which  waa  the  .consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Elmobx,  of  South  Carolina,  to  print  ten 
thousand  extra  copies  of  certain  documents  lately  communi- 
cated to  the  House  by  the  President  of  the  United  Ststes, 
relsting  to  negotiations  with  Mexico  concerning  a  cession 
of  territory,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
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AnAMi,  which  wiu  to  strike  out  the  particularization,  and 
leave  the  order  general,  wuto  include  the  whole  aeries  of 
papers  concerning  our  relation!  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  Inquired  whether  it  woold  be  in 
order  to  divide  the  question,  bo  aa  to  exclude  the  reprinting 
of  what  had  been  before  printed  ? 

After  explanations  by  Mr.  ADAMS  and  Mr.  ELMORE, 
Mr.  W.  perceiving  that  he  had  misapprehended  the  eflect 
of  the  propoaition,  withdrew  his  proposition  for  a  division. 

Mr.  ELMORE  said,  that  from  the  remark-  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittliskt,]  as  well  as  those 
made  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he 
perceived  that  an  impression  had  Iveen  made  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  correspondence  of  which  he  desired  an  extra 
number  to  be  printed  had  been  selected  bv  him.ielf.  Such 
was  not  the  fact.  The  selections  were  made  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  he  asked  was,  that  they 
should  be  printed  precisely  as  they  had  been  sent  to  the 
House.  The  House  had  received,  and  had  ordered  to  be 
printed,  two  distinct  sets  of  documents — one  contained 
the  correspondence  of  this  Government  with  the  minuter  of 
Texas,  touching  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Union : 
10,000  copies  of  this  are  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  other 
was  the  correspondence  of  this  Government  with  that  of 
Mexico,  touching  the  boundary  line  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States;  and  also  touching  the  purchase  of  Tex- 
a«i,  then  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Now  Mr.  E.  did 
not  desire  the  printing  of  an  additional 
i. on  oi  me  correspondence  wmcn  reiaieu  to 
Jury  line,  fixed  by  treaty  with  Spain  in  1819,  and  the  trea- 
ties both  in  relation  to  running  that  line,  and  also  respect- 
ing commerce  between  the  two  countries;  which  subjects 
were  kept  entirely  distinct,  both  parties  agreeing  to  consid- 
er them  separately,  and  make  them  the  aubject  of  dis- 
tinct negotiations.  These  constituted  nine-tenths  of  the 
whole  mass  of  documents,  and  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  He  had 
wished  to  exclude  this  portion  of  the  correspondence  from 
his  motion,  from  no  motive  connected  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  but  because  He  reprint  would  be  a 


less  fit  far  circulation,  and  would  occasion  delay  in  the 
printing.  If  it  was  true  that  the  South,  the  North,  and 
the  West  were  to  look  upon  the  Texian  question  as  one 
which,  in  fact,  end  as  declared  by  the  gentleman  from 
involved  the  continuance  of  this  Union, 
that  they  should  be  furnished  with  al I  the 
information  in  relation  to  the  subject  contained 
in  the  paperx  ho  had  indicated  in  his  motion,  and  that  as 
Kpcedily  as  practicable.  If  the  gentleman  from  Masschu- 
fcetu,  however,  thought  the  printing  of  the  whole  impor- 
tant, Mr.  E.  bad  no  oarthly  objections  to  it,  except  those  he 
bad  expressed  from  the  first;  but  he  would  readily  yield 
even  those  objections  to  the  desire  expressed  by  gentlemen 
to  print  the  whole.  He  would  only  repeat,  that  all  which 
bore  on  the  question  of  annexation  was  contained  in  papers 
i) ui ned  in  the  resolution. 

The  gentkman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  something 
of  a  part  of  the  correspondence  being  suppressed.  He 
(Mr.  E.)  can  only  say  that  the  suppression  has  been  made 
elwwhere,  if  the  gentleman  is  right.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man from  MansachusettH  desires  or  expects  to  have  the 
suppressed  portions  spread  before  the  public,  he  must  (ret 
them  into  the  pojuceaion  of  the  House  by  another  call,  be- 
fore this  House  csn  have  them  printed.  An  order  to  print 
what  we  have  not  is  a  nullity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  not  removed  his  objections 
to  the  printing  of  garbled  extract*  from  the  documents  re- 
ferred to.  The  gentleman  said  he  had  not  himself  made 
lions;  but  as  Mr.  A.  understood  the  matter,  the 
in  his  motion  to  print,  excluded  just  so  much  of 


the  entire  correspondence  as  suited  his  own  purpose.  Of 
he  deaired  to  send  out  to  the  country  ten 
id  to  exclude  the  residue.  The 
gentleman  would  have  nothing  published  which  related  to 
the  question  of  boundary,  because  this  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  But  it  had 
to  do  with  it— much  to  do  with  it;  so  much,  that  the  prop- 
osition for  the  purchase  never  could  have  been  properly 
made  to  the  Government  of  Mexioo,  had  there  been  no 
open  question  of  boundary  between  the  two  Governments. 
It  was  that  very  question  which  gave  rise  to  the  question 
of  annexation,  and  which  alone  could  authorize  it.  The 
question  of  boundary  tan  through  all  our  intercourse  with 
the  Government  of  Mexico,  from  the  moment  in  which  it 
was  first  agitated  until  this  day.  It  entered  into  our  trea- 
ties with  that  Government.  We  were  bound  by  treaty  to 
appoint  commissioner!}  to  run  the  line,  (said  Mr.  A.)  but 
we  have  not  done  it.  Bills,  indeed,  had  been  introduced 
into  Congress  for  that  purpose,  and  had  gone  to  their  se- 
cond reading,  but  there  had  arisen  this  sgitation  about  the 
of  Texas,  and  the  boundary 
be  settled.  This  fact  stu 
between  the  correspondence  touching  our  ircalieu 
boundary,  and  that  of  the  question  of  annexation. 

One  of  the  matters  of  reproach  against  us  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  was  our  violation  of  faith  re 
regard  to  the  boundary  question.  And  why  had  we  not 
our  solemn  engagement  to  appoint  cornmis- 
to  run  the  boundary  line  !  What  prevented  ?  No- 
thing but  that  spirit  which  had  taken  possession  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  our  population,  that  sudden  and  violent  im- 
pulse, which  drove  them  on  to  gel  possession  of  the  whole 
territory,  at  any  expcn»e,  per  fas  ant  by  treaty,  by 

invasion,  by  any  thing  that  would  effect  the  purpose. 
[The  SrsAsxa  here  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  A.  that 
hie  remarks  were  taking  too  wide  a  range.  The  question 
was  simply  on  the  printing.]  Mr.  Adams  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Elxohe]  had  token 
a  similar  range  in  hit*  remarks.  [The  Chaib  said  that  the 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  had 
to  the  printing.  There  would  bo  no  end  to  the 
deb. i  to,  if  it  were  once  suffered  to  extend  to  the  merits  of 
the  Texian  question  and  our  relations  with  Mexico.] 
What,  (said  Mr.  Abams*^  am  1  not,  then,  to  be  permitted 
to  show  that  the  argument  of,the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  totally  fails  him  !  [The  gentleman  from 
chusetts  (said  the  Spxakkk)  can 
priety  or  impropriety  of  fixing  the  I 
ico  and  the  United  8 tales,  or  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.] 
Weil,  (continued  Mr.  Adams,)  I  say,  then,  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  totally  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  corres- 
pondence touching  the  boundary  has  nothing  to  do  with 
that  of  annexation.  It  has^ust  as  much  to  do  with  it  as 
the  other  portion  of  the  correspondence.  I  hope,  if  there 
is  to  be  any  extra  printing  in  the  case  at  all,  we  shall  print 
the  whole.  I  care  not  how  many  copies  you  order.  I  am 
willing  that  a  hundred  thousand  should  be  printed,  or  as 
many  more  as  the  gentleman  desires ;  but  let  justice  be 
done  to  all  sides,  by  printing  the  whole. 

The  gentleman  suggests  a  further  call.  I  propose,  sir, 
to  make  a  further  call.  The  call,  thus  far,  has  been  im- 
perfectly answered.  I  do  propose  a  further  call ;  for,  as 
fur  as  I  know,  the  most  important  part  of  the  correapond- 

eseed.  The  gentle- 
re  of  rue ;  I  have 
not  seen  these  returns.  Tho  moment  they  came  into  the 
House,  they  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  immediately  hur- 
ried off  to  the  printers.  I  have  not  been  to  the  printer's 
office  to  ransack  them,  and  to  see  what  portion  will  suit 
me.    He  states  the  contents  of  these  documents.    I  cor- 


—  •  — — i —  —  i — 

ence  may  have  been  withheld — suppr 
man  from  South  Carolina  has  tho  advi 


tuiuly  have  entire  confidence  in  any  statement  that 
man  may  make ;  but  still  I  had  rather  have  the  atl 
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of  looking  ut  the  papers  for  myself,  and  forming  my  own 
judgment,  especially  when  ha  baa  an  interested  object  in 
making  his  statement.  I  trust  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  wa  shall  get  the  whole  correspondence, 
and  not  partial  extracts. 

Mr.  OWEN8  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  waa  not  to  garble  the 
correspondence,  or  to  suppress  any  thing  which  had  rela- 
tion to  the  annotation  of  Texas  to  the  Union.  All  he 
wished  was  to  separate  this  from  the  voluminous  matter  in 
which  it  lay.  To  obviate  all  objections,  he  would  propose 
to  the  gentleman  to  modify  his  call,  by  adding  words  to  this 
e fleet :  "  Together  with  any  other  matter  relating  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  which  may  be  embraced  in  this  cor- 
respondence." 

Mr.  ELMORE  accepted  this  addition  as  a  modification 
of  his  original  motion. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations)  said  that  he  should  not  have  partaken 
in  this  debate,  but  with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  an 
error,  no  doubt  unintentional,  on  the  part  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  aa  every  thing 
which  fell  from  that  gentleman,  on  the  subject  especially  of 
foreign  affairs,  was  of  consequence.  Mr.  H.  tagged  that 
gentleman  to  reflect,  and  see  whether  he  had  not  forgotten 
a  provision  of  law,  when  he  asserted  that  no  steps  had 
been  taken  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  towards  run- 
ning the  Mexican  boundary  line.  [Mr.  Adaxs  disclaim- 
ed having  said  that  no  steps  had  been  taken.]  Mr.  H. 
said  he  only  desired  to  state  that  commissioners  had  been 
appointed  according  to  treaty,  and  that,  if  the  line  had  not 
liven  run,  the  fault  lay  with  Mexico,  and  not  with  this 
Government  Aa  to  the  printing,  he  was)  a  good  dcul  at  a 
loss ;  for  he  had  not  reud  the  documents,  and  did  not  there- 
fore know  whether  they  embraced  all  that  was  desirable  or 
not ;  or  what  it  waa  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina desired  to  exclude.  He  wa»  completely  in  the  dark 
on  that  matter ;  but,  being  compelled  to  vote,  bo  should, 
on  the  whole,  rather  vote  to  print  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, ux  requested  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

He  would,  however,  observe  that  this  motion  of  die 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  not,  in  bis  opinion, 
calculated  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  cause  to  which 
that  gentleman  was  attached.  The  object  waa  stated  to  be 
to  spread  useful  information  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  form  their  opinion 
on  the  Texian  question,  more  especially  within  the  next 
two  months,  previous  to  coming  up  at  the  regular  session 
of  Congress.  Tho  proposed  publication  was,  in  fact,  in- 
tended as  a  virtual  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  the  decision  of  the  President.  In  that  view  he  was 
not  disposed  to  oppose  it,  thaagh  ho  thought  the  question 
wsa  to  bo  pressed  prematurely — for  he  was  satisfied  there 
could  be  but  one  result  from  such  an  appeal,  and  that  re- 
sult would  be  of  a  character  inauspicious  to  the  gentle- 
man's wishes.  This  House  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  divided  into 
three  parts  upon  the  Texian  question.  [Here  the  Cium 
again  interposed,  tho  debate  transcending  the  limit  of  the 
mere  question  of  printing.]  Mr.  H.  said  that  all  those  who 
were  frienda  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  ahould  consider 
well  before  tbey  carried  the  appeal  now  contemplated  to 
the  people.  They  should  consider  whether  they  would 
not,  as  he  believed  they  would,  thereby  place  the  admin- 
istration on  impregnable  ground.  So  viewing  the  matter 
himself,  he  thought  this  appeal  to  the  people  injudicious 
on  the  part  of  the  mover,  nor  would  it  result  in  the  way 
gentlemen  hoped  and  expected.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  made 
up  as  yet  no  definite  opinion  on  the  Texian  question. 
Neither,  be  believed,  had  this  House  or  the  nation ;  and 
he  should  be  sorry  if  the  question  should  be  presented  pre- 
to  the  people.    As  to  the  printing,  however,  be 


should  not  oppose  it:  be  would  vole  for  the  printing  of  a 
hundred  thousand  copies  if  gentlemen  desired  it 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  he  had  heard  nothing  to  warrant  a 
departure  in  this  case  from  the  obvious  rules  of  justice  and 
good  faith.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  object  were  to  enable 
gentlemen  to  print  and  circulate,  at  the  public  expense, 
certain  extracts  from  public  documents  to  form  an  argu- 
mcnturn  ad  homintm  against  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts; at  least  with  a  view  to  shake  his  influence  with 
the  country  on  this  question,  by  alleging  that  on  some 
former  occasion  he  rosy  have  adverted  to  the  possibility  of 
annexing  Texas  to  this  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  far  from  believing  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  in  view  to  misrepresent  or 
to  create  a  false  impression.  But  he  would  not  trust  the 
opinion  of  any  one  whose  feelings  were  plainly  enlisted,  to 
say,  in  presenting  what  favored  his  own  views,  that  there 
remained  nothing  behind  to  explain  or  to  qualify.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  safely  to  make  such  a  general  aver- 
ment You  must  we  the  whole  letter — its  full  scope  and 
drift,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  uuder  which 
it  waa  written,  and  the  purpose  it  had  in  view,  perhaps  to 
operate  on  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a  foreign  Power.  A  very 
striking  illustration  of  the  facility  with  which  a  passage 
thus  introduced  for  a  special  purpose  may  be  taken  front 
the  context,  and  convey  an  impression  the  reverse  of  what 
was  intended,  may  be  found  in  the  letter  just  laid  on  our 
tables  from  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Texian  minister,  to  Mr.  For- 
syth. I  allude  to  the  passage  in  which  he  hints  broadly 
at  the  sympathy  with  which  the  "crowned  beads"  of  Eng- 
land and  France  regarded  the  Texian  revolution. 

[The  Speak xn  here  interposed  to  say  it  waa  out  of  or- 
der, at  this  time,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question.  Mr. 
B.  suid  he  had  no  such  purpose.  His  object  was  merely 
to  illustrate,  by  reference  to  a  particular  case,  how  easy  it 
was,  by  taking  up  a  particular  passage,  and  viewing  it 
apart  from  the  context,  to  reverse  the  real  purpose  of  the 
writer.    The  Spcakbb  persisted  in  the  call  to  order.] 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  tho  matter  waa  of  no  great  mo- 
ment, as  it  only  enforced  what  must  be  admitted  to  be 
true.  Every  one  brought  from  the  courts  an  invincible 
repugnance  to  this  taking  up  of  detached  pas»Hgcs,  uod  it 
equally  violated  the  popular  sense  of  justice. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  had  boon  remarked  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  felt  aggrieved,  be  might  hereafter 
move  to  print  the  entire  documents.  In  other  words,  tho 
accused  was  to  be  subjected  to  the  very  inconvenience 
from  which  the  accuser  sought  to  escape.  What  is  tbe 
avowed  object  of  circulating  these  papers  in  the  _ 
form  1  That  they  may  be  portable  and  pass  rapidly' 
the  country.  They  may  be  made  the  subjects  of  pungent 
newspaper  paragraphs,  and  of  placards  which  he  who  rune 
may  read.  And  tbe  accused  is  to  come  halting  behind 
with  a  book  to  ask  a  patient  hearing  from  those  whotc 
minds  are  preoccupied,  and  who  have  no  relish  for  tedious 
explanations.  It  might  as  well  be  said  that  there  was  no 
barm  in  casting  poison  into  a  spring  by  tbe  wayside,  be- 
cause there  are  testa  in  the  chemist's  shops  by  which  its 
presence  may  be  detected.  There  were  so  many  modes  in 
which  partial,  one-sided  views  of  a  subject  could  be  circu- 
lated, that  be  was  anxious,  in  the  deliberate  action  bl  the 
House,  to  see  even  the  forms  of  justice  held  in  reverence. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  could  not  refuse  his  admiration 
to  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr.  Bio- 
nts]  for  his  distinguished  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Auams.]  We  were  told  from  high  authority  that  "  char- 
ity covereth  a  multitude  of  sins;"  but  if  the  gentleman 
relied  on  this  to  cover  all  the  inconsistencies,  real  or  sup- 
posed, of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  *  * 
[Here  the  8aiab.sk  interposed.]  Mr  Pick  bits  then  as  id, 
his  friend  from  South  Carolina  had  not  made  these  "  ex- 
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tract* be  had  taken  tbem  in  the  thape  in  which  thej 
came  to  the  Hoate  from  the  State  Department.  He  had 
made  no  interpolation*  or  curtailments :  all  he  wanted  was 
that  the  information  sought  should  go  extensively  into  the 
possession  of  the  American  public.  He  had  accepted  the 
modification  propose  J  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Owrks,]  and  thus  met  any  reasonable  objection  which 
could  be  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  If 
there  was  any  one  question  in  regard  to  which  the  public 
were  deeply  interested,  it  was  this.  The  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  out  of  place.  His  col- 
league had  no  mean,  narrow,  miserable  design  of  making 
an  issue  ad  hominem  before  the  public.  No :  he  had  ! 
higher,  nobler  object*  in  view.  Hie  call  looked  to  those 
great  and  weighty  question*  which  were  agitating  the 
whole  country,  and  which  most  ultimately  come  before  the 
House  for  decision.  Was  it  wrong  to  desire  that  the  peo- 
ple should  be  folly  informed  in  regard  to  them  1  and  that 
the  deep  sentiment  entertained  by  freemen  on  such  a  sub- 
ject should  come  tiack  in  all  it*  power,  and  act  on  their  re- 
presentatives on  that  floor  1  The*e 


hese  were  the  objects  of  his 
and  it  appeared  to  bim  that,  in  its  amended 
form,  there  ought  not  to  be  the  slightest  objection  to  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  ADAM8  said,  the  gentleman  from  8outh  Carolina 
thinks  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Owes*]  is  identical  with  mine,  and  propose*  to 
me  to  accept  it.  This  circumstance  furnishes  such  an  ex- 
ample of  the  discriminative  powers  of  the  gentlemen  from 
&<>iitn  Carolina,  that  it  is  an  additional  warning  to  me  to 
adhere  to  my  own  amendment.  He  imputes  to  me  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  I  must  dis- 
claim it. 

Mr.  BLADE  said  he  wus  unable  to  discover  any  ade- 
quate, or  at  least  any  justifiable  motive  on  the  part  of  the 
gp utlemin  from  South  Carolina  in  desiring  to  discriminate 
in  this  motion  to  print  a  particular  part  of  this  correspond- 
ence from  the  residue.  Phe  answer  of  the  President  cor- 
responded to  the  call  of  the  House.  The  House  had  al- 
ready ordered  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the  commu- 
nication. What  good  motive  could  there  now  be  in  reprint- 
ing only  a  part  of  it  t  Why  did  gentlemen,  after  calling 
on  the  Executive  for  certain  information,  desire  to  with- 
hold a  part  of  it  from  the  people!  If  there  was  a  good  rea- 
son for  the  call,  why  was  not  the  whole  answer  to  be  pub- 
Kthed!  Mr.  8.  was  compelled  to  conclude  ihst  theie  must 
be  some  special  reason  for  so  extraordinary  a  course.  It 
was  sniil  that  the  modification  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  and  accepted  by  the  mover,  included  all  that 
related  to  the  Texian  question,  snd  what  more  did  gentle- 
men want  1  True ;  but  who  was  to  determine  what  por- 
tions of  this  correspondence  did  relate  to  the  question  ? 
The  Clerk  of  the  House  1  Mr.  8.  would  not  trust  that  se- 
lection with  him.  Was  a  committee  to  be  appointed  to  do 
it?  That  course  would  lie  very  unusual.  There  must  be 
some  motive  for  the  pertinacity  manifested  in  this  matter 
which  did  not  meet  the  eye.  It  might  be  personal  towards 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mt  A  daws;]  if  so, 
Mr.  8.  would  stand  by  him  and  fight  for  him  to  the  last. 
The  whole  correspondence,  for  what  he  could  tell,  might 
rel.He  to  the  annexation  question.  He  knew  nothing  shout 
it.  This  he  knew :  the  whole  correspondence,  embracing 
the  question*  of  boundary,  of  treaty,  and  of  annexation, 
were  all  contemporaneous ;  snd  he  could  not  tell  how  they 
might  be  interlocked  together.  Ho  aaked  gentlemen  to 
consider  how  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
stood  in  relation  to  this  matter;  and  to  (ratify  his  wishes 
by  giving  a  view  of  the  whole  case.  Were  gentlemen  de- 
sirous of  sending  to  the  people  two  distinct  versions  of  the 
•uhject  T  Was  this  to  be  done  for  the  pitiful  saving  of  the 
money  it  would  cost  to  print  a  few  more  pages'?  Waa  one 
of  Mr.  S's  neighbors  to  get  the  whole  correspondence,  and 
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another  to  get  only  a  part  T  If  there  was  a  good  reason  for 
printing  the  first  10,000  copies,  there  was  equal  reason  for 
printing  the  second. 

Mr.  BRIGG8  reminded  the  House  that  the  gentleman 
from  8outh  Carolina  [Mr.  Eimork]  had  said  that  he  bad 
no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Adam*'*  amendment ; 
and,  if  so,  why  ail  this  waste  of  discussion  1  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  accept  it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  ELMORE  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  risen  to  ask  hi*  colleague 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachu- 
*ett«,  and  print  all  the  papers.  He  bad  not  road  them  him- 
self. There  was  no  man  in  whose  judgment  or  fairness*  he 
would  more  confide  to  make  the  selection  than  his  friend 
and  colleague.  But  it  was  enough  for  him  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  whose  consistency  and  reeling* 
were  involved,  desired  the  whole  to  be  published.  He 
would  not,  under  such  circumstance*,  refuse  to  print  any 
thing  which  he  (Mr.  Adams)  thought  necessary  to  his  de- 
fence, however  voluminous  the  matter  might  be.  Nay, 
more,  he  would  not  that  the  slightest  suspicion  of  trick 
should  attach  to  his  colleague,  nor  any  other  friend  of 
Texas.  No :  he  would  have  more  respect  for  the  opinion  of 
any  one  member  of  Congress,  even  althouoh  that  one  mem- 
ber should  be  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Slam,] 
and  that  is  surely  stating  a  strong  case. 

Mr.  T.  wss  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  object  that  it  was  appealing  from  the  Pres- 
ident to  tbe  people.  Mr.  T.  had  seen  so  many  strange 
things  of  late,  as  almo«t  to  have  attained  tbe  nil  admirari, 
in  politics  at  least.  But  it  did  sound  strangely  in  bis  esr 
to  hear  a  leader  of  the  great  democratic  republican  party 
object  to  an  appeal  from  the  Executive  upon  a  great  ques- 
tion to  the  democracy  itself.  It  wss  still  more  strange, 
coming  from  a  friend  of  "  the  illustrious  chief,"  who  daily 
made  such  appeals  from  Congress  to  the  people :  one  good 
turn  deserves  another.  It  was  now  our  torn  to  appeal  from 
the  President  to  the  people. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolution,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

EXPRESS  MAIL  POSTAGE. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  requiring  postage* 
to  be  paid  in  advance  on  all  letters  sent  by  the  express  mail, 
waa  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  ADA  Ms  objected  to  the  form  in  which  the  measure 
came  to  the  House,  contending  Out  it  ought,  regularly,  to 
be  the  subject  of  a  bill,  and  not  of  a  joint  resolution.  It 
was  a  matter  of  legislation,  and  laws  were  to  be  enacted  in 
the  form  or  bills  and  not  of  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  BIDDLE  said  he  would  like  to  hear  a  satisfactory 
reason  for  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolution.  There  hail 
been  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
who,  on  tbe  contrary,  had  expressly  stated,  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  legislation  In  bis 
Department.  There  would  be  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience 
in  carrying  the  resolution  into  effect ;  and  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  very  vexatious  results.  It  would  not  be  in- 
stantly known  to  be  the  law,  and  meantime  great  c:>tber- 
ra»sinents  would  arise.  And  it  would  familiarize  the  post 
officers  with  the  detention  of  letters  and  prying  into  them, 
m  order  to  ascertain  from  whom  they  came.  I'nless  there 
were  good  and  satisfactory  reasons  given  for  the  adoption 
of  this  rqsobition,  he  really  hoped  it  would  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  BttlGGS  anawered  some  of  these  otrjeetions.  The 
letters,  if  dropped  in,  not  paid,  and  marked  express  mail, 
would  of  course  be  forwarded  by  tbe  common  mail.  There 
could  be  no  such  detention  as  had  been  alluded  to.  The 
resolution,  if  adopted,  would  save  a  great  many  dollars  m 
the  payment  of  letter  postage  by  persons  not  at  all  inter- 
ested in  what  they  pay  for.  Members  of  Congress,  psr- , 
ticufauiy,  suffered  by  the  present  state  of  things.  Not  many 
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days  ago  a  Senator  had  told  bim  that  hia  daily  portage  by 
express  mail  waa  often  larger  in  amount  tban  his  per  diem 
pay. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  refer 
tbe  joint  reaolution  to  the  Committee  on  tbo  Poal  Office  and 
Port  Roads. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that,  by  a  rule  of  the  Home, 
all  action  by  any  other  committeca  than  those  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, the  Way*  and  Means,  and  Elections,  had  hern  sus- 
pended for  the  present  aeaaion. 

Mr.  CONNOR  alluded  to  aome  of  the  trouble*  at  pres- 
ent experienced  by  the  mistake  of  people  as  to  the  exten- 
aion  of  the  franking  privilege  to  letters  by  expreas  mail, 
dec.  Ho  thought  the  revenue  arising  to  tbe  Department 
would  be  benefited,  rather  than  impaired,  by  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  acted 
upon  without  due  investigation.  The  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution would  produce  great  embarrassment  in  the  business 
arrangements  of  mercantile  men,  as  to  the  opening  of  post- 
age accounts  in  certain  cases.  If  there  was  any  necessity 
for  acting  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session,  he  thought 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Port  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  even  if  tbe  rulw  alluded  to  should  be  sus- 
pended, to  permit  such  a  reference.  Il  not,  Mr.  P.  waa 
in  favor  of  laying  tho  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  modified  his  mo. 
tion  so  as  to  propose  a  reference  of  the  bill  to  a  Commit  lee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CUSHING  alluded  to  yet  another  practical  difficul- 
ty in  the  proposed  scheme.  It  hapi*ned  frequently  that  the 
expreas  mail  slatted  at  unseasonable  hour*,  when  it  would 
be  impossible  to  pay  the  postage  of  letters,  for  the  want  of 
clerks'  attendance  at  auch  hours.  The  object  of  the  express 
mail  was  expedition,  and  this  object  would  be  defeated  by 
tbe  resolution  ;  and  the  revenue  accruing  from  the  express 
mail  would  l»e  materially  diminished. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  tfa*  opposed  to  tho  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  If  refered  at  all,  he  hoped  the  rule 
would  be  suspended,  and  tho  reference  be  mado  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pust  Roads. 

Mr.  Wt  lit  ana's  motion  to  commit  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  the  House  was  legislating  with- 
out that  sort  of  information  on  the  subject  which  should  be 
the  basts  of  sll  legislation.  No  petition  had  come  up  from 
the  people  on  tbe  subject,  nor  any  communication  from  the 
public  officers.  The  House  was  legislating  for  itself;  the 
principal  argument  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under  debate 
being  the  imposition  of  triple  postage  on  letters  received 
occasionally  by  members  of  Congress.  Tbe  express  mail 
had  not  been  long  enough  oslabliabed  to  have  fair  play, 
and  be  folly  understood.  It  bad  better  be  tested  yet  fur- 
ther. 

Mr  G.  objected  to  the  arguments  in  support  of  tbe  reso- 
lution. He  thought  the  troubles  that  would  arise  from  ifa 
adoption  were  more  than  enough  to  counterbalance  those 
springing  from  the  present  slate  of  things.  There  was  no 
pro|«r  information  on  the  subject,  and  legialation  was  not 
called  for  in  relation  to  it.  Mr.  G.  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  reaolution  until  the  first 
Monday  in  Decrmber  next. 

Mr.  CAM URE LENA  said  that  there  was  not  now  time 
to  go  off  upon  other  subjects  than  those  pertaining  to  the 
fi  nancial  concerns  of  the  country.  He  therefore  demanded 
the  previous  question. 

Thia  motion  wan  seconded  by  a  vote  of  88  to  53,  and  the 
question  [on  ordering  tho  bill  to  a  third  reading] 
carried  without  a  division;  and  the  joint  reaolution 
being  then  re  id  a  third  time,  was  passed,  and  returned  to 
tbe  M+ns  la- 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  Cor  the  orders  of  the 
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THE  SUB-TREASURY  BILL; 
And  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  tbe  Union,  (Mr.  Bjiitb,  of  Maine,  in  tho 
chair.) 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  take  op,  first,  the  Senate  bill, 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries,  in  cor  lam 
cases,  on  public  officer*. 

Mr.  LEO  ARE  strongly  objected  to  taking  up  this  bill  in 
preference  to  other  bills  on  the  luble,  as  being  likely  to  ob- 
struct and  impede  tbe  transaction  of  business  which  it  w*« 
necessary  for  the  Houae  at  once  to  act  upon. 

The  House  divided  upon  Mr.  PickxxVs  motion,  which 
was  carried,  100  votes  to  80. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through. 

Mr.  PICKENS  rose  and  said,  that  notwithstanding  be 
labored  under  painful  indisposition,  yet  he  felt  bound  to 
present  his  views  upon  tbe  interesting  and  absorbing  ques- 
tions connected  with  Ihe  bill  on  the  table :  but  he  could  as- 
sure the  committee  that  he  would  economixe  its  time  as 
much  aa  possible. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  we  have  heard  much  declamation 
upon  tbe  distresses  and  embarrassments  that  pervade  large 
classes  of  our  community,  and  I  confeea  I  have  heard  these 
complaints  with  tbe  deepest  and  most  profound  emotions  of 
sympathy.  1  trust  I  have  felt  as  an  American  ought  to 
feci  on  such  an  occasion.  A  stronger,  unacquainted  with 
our  peculiar  form  of  Government,  might  be  led  to  believe, 
on  hearing  tbe  cries  for  relief  that  ba»e  come  up  to  us  from 
all  quarters  of  thia  land,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
speak  and  to  proclaim  peace,  prosperity,  and  contentment, 
to  an  excited  and  divided  community ;  but,  sir,  I  am  in- 
duced to.  believe  that  that  Government  is  the  freest  which  is 
the  farthest  removed  from  those  individual  pursuits,  and 
those  individual  nccupotions,  that  belong  lilher  to  sections 
or  to  classes ;  and  that  the  less  we  interfere  with  those  con- 
cerns, the  more  coutented  and  tbo  more  prosperous  will 


be. 

I  have  also  l»cen  induced  to  believe  that  it  ia  one  of  the 
peculiar  features  of  the  federal  constitution,  titat  thia 
Government  was  formed  principally  to  conduct  our  for- 
eign intercourse  with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  to  pre* 
pare  us  to  defend  ourselves  from  foreign  invosiou,  and  to 
resist  foreign  aggression  ;  and  that  local  interests  and  local 
pursuits,  whether  connected  with  commerce,  menu  fuel  ores, 
or  agriculture,  were  almost  entirely  left  to  those  territorial 
divisions  over  which  separate  and  independent  Governments 
bold  their  sway.  I  protest  against  this  modern  doctrine, 
which  has  been  introduced  ao  extensively  into  this  country 
within  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  which  teaches  classes  and 
sections  of  this  community  to  look  op  to  the  bounties  and 
favors  of  this  Government  with  more  eagerness  and  anxiety 
than  do  tbe  formers  of  our  Isnd,  under  a  burning  noonday 
sun,  look  for  tbe  coming  shower  to  bless  and  refresh  their 
parched  and  withering  fields  of  grain.  Th  •  consequence 
of  all  this  is  to  introduce  that  servile  dependence  upon  thia 
Government  which  is  utterly  at  war  with  the  nature  of  uur 
institutions  and  the  integrity  of  man.  8ir,  I  feel  for  (he 
distresses  of  my  country,  snd  I  trust  I  shall  ever  feel  as  I 
ought;  but  there  are  constitutional  limitations  to  this  Gov- 
that  forbid  the  idea  of  carrying  out  those  sym|«a- 
which,  though  they  ever  !>el»ng  perhapa  to  gener- 
nature*,  yet,  it  habitually  put  into  practice,  produce  as 
much  injustice  and  pressure,  and  not  unfrequently  more, 
than  they  ever  avoid.  Any  other  doctrine  would  substi- 
tute our  poor  and  frail  judgments  in  place  of  that  interest 
and  instinct  which  belong  to  every  individual  in  society, 
and  prompt  him  to  pursue  whatever  is  best  and  most  suit- 
able dr  bis  happiness  and  prosperity.  Bu  let  tbe  Govern- 
ment attempt  with  one  hand  to  dispense  favor  and  bounty, 
and  the  inevitable  con-cquence  ia,  that  the  other  will  ho 
stretched  out  but  to  be  felt  in  its  pressure  and  the  burden  it 

policy  aa  this  would 
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convert  the  Government  into  one  great  insurance  office  Tor 
•tl  those  who  choae  to  engage  in  the  mad  end  giddy  ca- 
reer of  speculation  ind  extravagance,  instead  of  waiting  the 
■low  bat  certain  rewards  of  honest  industry.  Government 
ha*  no  magic  power  by  which  to  create  wealth  or  to  bestow 
its  bounty  upon  one  class  or  one  section,  unless  a!  the  ex- 
pense of  others. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  disposed  to  trespass  upon  the 
attention  of  this  committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those 
abstruse  questions  connected  with  currency  and  trade.  I 
too  well  understand  the  sagacity  of  this  committee,  end  its 
profound  common  sense,  to  detain  them  long  upon  those 
subjects.  I  know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  discourse 
here  upon  currency,  trade,  and  commerce,  at  least  if  he  ex- 
pect* to  command  the  attention  of  this  body,  he  must  have 
a  high  character  for  experience,  and  be  blessed  also  with  a 
good  old  age.  Yes,  if  he  expects  to  entertain  thw  House 
upon  those  abstruse  questions,  he  must  first  put  on  the 
••powdered  wig"  and  "fair  top  boots,"  and  place  himself 
on  the  "tripod,"  and  talk  about  trade  and  commeice  be- 
yond the  water*,  and  in  another  hemisphere,  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago.  8uclt  a  man  would  lw  listened  to  as  a  sage, 
particularly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  advocate  of  some 
peculiar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed  tho  prevailing  embarrass- 
ments to  some  foreign  or  remote  cause,  or  declared  Ibem  to 
be  owing  in  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  something  that 
operated  deeply  upon  the  community,  which  they  could 
neither  foresee  nor  avert !  If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doc- 
trine that  our  suffering  and  ruin  have  sprung  from  over- 
speculation,  over-trading,  or  extravagance,  or  a  combina- 
tion of  them  all ;  or  if  he  were  to  say  that  many  a  man  had 
been  brought  to  bankruptcy  and  poverty  by  dashing  forth 
in  a  coach  and  four,  with  aplended  damask  curtains,  brus- 
eHe  carpets,  and  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital  in  reality 
of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a  credit  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  he  would  advance  such  sentiment*  but  to  call 
down  upon  his  head  the  denunciations  of  the  wise  in  this 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness !  But  while 
I  am  not  disposed  minutely  to  touch  these  intricate  points, 
I  cannot  altogether  overlook  them  without  a  pissing  notice. 

The  immediate  causes,  sir,  of  our  distress  arise  from  that 
peculiar  system  of  credit  and  currency  which  has,  for  the 
last  live  years,  been  enlarged  so  extensively  both  in  Eng- 
land and  in  this  country.  In  England,  during  the  year 
1836  nlone,  no  leas  than  two  hundred  joint-stock  banks 
were  created  ;  the  influence  of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first 
in  that  country,  and  then  in  this.  Vast  facilities  were  ex- 
tended to  our  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an  ex- 
tension of  the  credit  system  here,  connected  with  a  pecu- 
liar juncture  in  our  affairs  during  the  same  period.  The 
Hank  of  the  United  Btate*  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was 
supposed  to  l>e  about  to  wind  up,  its  concerns.  For  twenty 
years  had  that  institution  held  a  control  over  the  currency 
and  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  hundreds,  I  might  ai- 
roost  say  thousands,  of  other  institutions  were  created  in 
onler  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  circulating  medium 
which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue  upon  the  decease 
of  that  bank.  We  all  know,  too,  (I  refer  to  these  things 
as  matters  of  history,)  that  a  war  nt  that  time  was  carried 
on  against  that  institution;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  counter  interests  in  society,  the  deposites  of  this 
Government  were  placed  in  local  institutions ;  and  that  these 
latter,  after  being  mode  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Govern- 
ment, with  an  immense  surplus,  wens  expressly  encouraged, 
nay  more,  enjoined;  to  enlarge  their  circulation.  This, 
connected  with  tbeexteoded  credit  system  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  long  peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in  our  stocks, 
bad  the  effect  of  expanding  our  locsl  currency  and  credits, 
and  produced  a  gigantic  system  of  speculation  and  enter- 
prise never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  before.  I  do 
not  allude  to  the  increased  amount  of  mere  issues  alone ; 


but  the  bills,  checks,  and  other  substitutes  for  money  which 
these  banks  brought  into  circulation  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  apparent  prosper- 
ity of  the  tiroes,  seemed  to  expand  and  place  unbounded 
means  within  the  grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member 
of  society.  Ho  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmosphere,  and 
gaze  alone  upon  the  splendid  fortune  that  glittered  before 
his  excited  imagination. 

This  system  has  one  remarkably  peculiar  feature.  It 
grows  up,  is  fostered  and  nourished  under  free  institutions. 
But  there  is  another  remarkable  principle  in  it,  that,  after 
it  has  spread  itself  into  all  the  ramifications  of  society,  then, 
sir,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are  deeply  identified 
with  it,  (although  at  first  springing  up  under  free  institu- 
tions,) soon  become  disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Government,  no  matter  how  despotic,  rothcr 
than  run  the  risk  of  a  shock  by  reform  or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Government 
must  necessarily  produce  an  electric  shock  in  Ibis  delicate 
and  vital  credit  system,  which  would  be  felt,  and  extend 
from  the  centre  to  the  circumference  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  free  Government,  as  far  removed  from  it 
as  possible  ;  and,  if  it  be  once  brought  into  contact  with  a 
lawless  Government,  it  must  cither  fall  all  together,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  support,  and  be- 
come intimately  identified  with  it.  Now,  I  am  about  to  re- 
fer to  something  which  belongs  to  (he  history  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  which  has  happened  within  the  last  four  or  five 
years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not  to  be  disregard- 
ed, but  presents  a  lesson  of  profound  wisdom,  which  uo 
one  can  reflect  upon  without  profit.  The  war  made  upon 
the  Bank  of  the  United  8tates,  and  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites — a  seizure  without  law — caused  local  institu- 
tions to  spring  up  like  mushrooms,  under  the  fostering  care 
of  an  all-powerful  bond  here,  dUpencing  distinction  and 
patronage  and  wealth,  until  all  society  became,  as  it  were, 
dependent  upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no  man  be 
induced  to  create  the  same  state  of  things  again,  when  a 
bold  and  daring  genius  may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same 
career,  and  bring  the  property  and  honest  industry  of 
the  country  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who  may  give 
life  and  soul  to  this  Federal  Government. 

This  conflict  produced  a  tremendous  shock,  and  even 
tbe  banking  system  itself,  the  local  institutions,  created  for 
the  express  purpose  of,  sustaining  the  warfare  against  that 
overshadowing  central  institution,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects.  And  here  I 
will  say,  that  though  I  ever  believed  in  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  that  institution,  yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it 
never  could  have  succeeded  without  raising  up  powerful 
local  antagonist  interests.  The  effect  of  that  war  was  felt 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  sagacious  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for 
any  result,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  investments; 
and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  such  extensive  investments 
in  real  estate,  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in 
two  years  alone,  in  tbe  public  lands,  besides  upwards  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  speculations,  such 
as  town  and  vtllngc  property,  Ac  This  conflict  against 
credit,  deeply  affecting  currency,  was  anticipated  by  capU 
talistK,  who  preferred  risking  the  loss  of  something  in  tbe 
high  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  of  all.  It  was 
at  least  investing  in  something  beyond  total  destruction 
from  an  arbitrary  Government. 

Sir,  when  this  change  began,  and  the  capitalists  hegMii 
to  contract  their  credit,  the  banking  institutions  of  tho 
country  *\*o  felt  it  tncuml>ent  upon  them  to  contract  too. 
And  what  was  the  result  t  Why,  the  result  wa?  exactly 
what  we  now  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  vix.  in  1836,  the  deposite 
act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  1837.  •  I  was  a 
supporter  of  that  law,  sit,  but  1  understood  it  at  that  time, 
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an  I  now  understand  it  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  for 
genet al  account  and  settlement  with  those  institutions 
which  ba-l,  up  to  that  time,  leaned  upon,  and  been  sustain 
ed  by,  the  credit  and  fiscal  action  of  tins  Government. 
They  were  therefore  compelled  by  that  distribution  or  de- 
posite  act,  and  particularly  iu  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general  account.  Their  pa- 
per was  necessarily  compelled  to  be  "convertible"  paper, 
or  tbey  themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments. 
This  circumstance,  connected  with  our  immense  foreign 
debt,  and  the  demand  thereby  produced  for  specie,  or  iu 
representative,  abroad,  brought  about  this  result ;  that  is, 
brought  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  under 
a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say  here,  that  the  great  and 
radical  difficulty,  and,  in  fact,  the  primary  cause,  that  pro- 
duced the  present  sUle  of  things,  arises  from  the  peculiar 
currency  which,  in  modern  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Briuin  and  in  this  country,  and  its  peculiar 
capacity  for  expansion  and  contraction,  in  the  bands  and 
under  the  control  of  banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly 
from  the  fact,  that  there,  as  here,  the  system  haa  depended 
upon  and  been  so  deeply  identified  with  Government,  and 
iu  financial  action,  for  support  and  extensive  credit.  This 
ia  the  real  and  radical  cause  which  has  produced  this  great 
shock,  in  our  modern  banking  and  credit  system. 

Sir,  under  this  suspension  of  specie  paymenU  the  Go- 
vernment is  found  in  a  peculiar  situation.  Under  the  law 
of  1816  it  can  receive,  in  payment  of  its  dues,  nothing  but 
gold  and  silver,  or  convertible  paper,  or  notes  of  the  then 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates ;  the  latter  clause  became,  how- 
ever, practically  repealed  when  these  institutions  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  thereby  making  their  paper  inconvert- 
ible. Then,  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  an  immediate  separation  of  the  Government  from  the 
banking  institutions  ol  the  country.  Under  the  law,  the 
Government  could  not  teke  inconvertible  paper,  ami  con  • 
vertible  paper  did  not  exist  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other,  with  the  honorable  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  banks  in  the  8ute  of  Georgia,  and  a  single  small  in- 
stitution in  the  8ute  of  Ohio.  And  now,  sir,  the  great 
question  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not  whether  you 
will  separate  the  banks  from  the  Government,  because  that 
ia  already  done,  but  tbegront  question  is,  whether  and  bow 
we  shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  banks.  Under 
this  view  of  the  rase,  we  have  three  alternatives  presented 
to  us: 

The  first  is,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  rather  the  Govern- 
ment, with  the  Sute  institutions,  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  connected  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

The  second  is,  the  proposition  creating  a  bank  of  the 
United  8tates,  a  national  institution,  to  conduct  the  fiscal 
operations  of  this  Government,  and  regulate  the  exchanges 
and  currency  of  the  country. 

The  third  is,  the  proposition  on  your  table,  sir,  to  sepa- 
rate the  Government  and  iu  agenu  from  all  banks  what- 
ever. 

Now',  sir,  as  to  the  first  proposition  :  if  we  do  not  sepa- 
rate the  Govcnment  from  the  banks  in  this  peculiar  junc- 
ture of  our  affairs,  we  never  can  separate  them.  The  sys- 
tem will  be  fixed  upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  run 
the -same  round  wo  have  done  for  the  List  three  or  four 
years  in  periodical  terms,  and  then  be  in  the  same,  or  worse 
condition—- distracted  and  embarrassed  from  one  end  of  the 
country  tq  the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to  the 
comparison  between  the  State  bank  system,  as  it  is  called, 
Hiid  the  peculiar  policy  of  separating  the  Government  and 
iu  agenu  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heard  too  much 
declamation  and  no  little  denunciation  of  that  system, 
that  it  is  the  most  outrageous  proposition  ever  presented  to 
the  American  people ;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank. 


Yea,  air,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon  that  subject, 
both  here  and  elsewhere,  (belter  suited  to  newspaper  poli- 
tics than  grave  legislation,)  but  I  confess  to  you  thut  that 
declamation  only  reminds  me  very  strongly  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  certain  grandiloquent  class  of  poeU  which  a  pro- 
found and  polished  ancient  critic  describes  as  swelling — 

us  plemmnue  el  magna  profcssts, 
-nil  si  <le  luteal,  un 


1  lacepiis  gravirxjs  | 
Purpurvus,  Isle  qu 
Assuitur  psnnus. ' 


It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect,  because 
you  cannot  present  any  system  to  the  people  that  ia  so. 
All  questions  upon  which  a  practical  legislator  is  called  to 
act,  involve  more  or  leas  a  comparison  of  evils,  and  we 
must  not  adopt  any  measure  as  perfect,  but  aa  embracing 
the  lesser  evil.    We  must  go  on  tp  perfect  details  after  the 
establishment  of  great  and  vital  principles.    It  is  neither 
pretended,  sir,  that  this  bill  involves  no  patronage:  it  cer- 
tainly does  to  a  degree.    But  the  question  ia,  whether  this 
system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local  banks  as  fiscal  a  genu 
of  the  Government,  contains  or  involve*  the  moat  patron- 
age 1    Now,  upon  that  poiut,  permit  me  here  to  say  that  I 
feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anxious  reflec- 
tion upon  the  question  heretofore.    The  question  ia  be- 
tween the  power  and  influence  of  an  individual,  and  the 
power  and  influence  of  an  incorporated  bank.    To  tell  me 
that  a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politics  of  the 
Country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounu  and  accom- 
modations to  iu  friends,  and  refuse  them  to  iu  enemies,  has 
no  more  influence  than  an  individual,  is  to  tell  me  what  ia 
contradicted  by  the  daily  experience  of  every  man ;  even 
if  that  individual  have  milliona  of  the  public  money  in  hia 
possession  for  safe-keeping.    Sir,  the  one  system  winds 
and  spreads  iuelf  into  all  the  secret  and  business  recedes 
of  society.    Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and 
high-minded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradation  and 
sycophancy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost  invisible  power. 
I  have  seen  tbem  around  their  domestic  firesides,  with  every 
thing  apparently  to  bless  and  gladden  the  heart  of  man, 
full  of  sadness  and  gloom ;  while  even  those  who  were  the 
confiding  and  devoted  partners  of  their  joys  and  their  sor- 
rows, were  iu  doubt  end  ignorance  as  to  the  causes  of 
melancholy  and  dejection- 
Sir,  thia  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we  breathe,  and 
penetrates  unseen,  but,  alas !  not  unfelt,  into  the  most  re- 
tired scenes  of  society.    No  man  can  tell  upon  what  power 
he  ia  depending  when  be  looks  fur  support,  aid,  and  assist- 
ance from  this  system.  No  man  can  tell  what  the  situation 
of  his  neighbor  may  be — what  bis  obligations — his  alli- 
ances and  contracts,  that  swerve  him  from  the  path  of  in- 
dej>endence  and  rectitude.    Then  how  can  you  aay  that 
such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and  dependent  ifpon  Got- 

than  that  which  makes  un  in- 


ernment,  has  less  patronage  than  that  which  makes  a 
dividual  responsible  for  whatever  public  funds  he  may 
have  in  his  custody,  without  the  power  of  loaning,  without 
the  power  of  discounting,  without  the  power  of  accommo- 
dating a  friend,  or  refusing  an  enemy,  unleaa  he  choosea 
openly  to  incur  the  odium  and  penalty  of  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor 1  It  doea  seem  to  me  that  the  question  adroiu 
of  no  argument  so  far  aa  the  question  of  patronage  is 
concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  fell  myself  somewhat  com- 
mitted on  this  subject.  In  1835,  a  fiiend  of  mine  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gordon,)  now  not  a  member  of  this  House, 
(and  I  will  here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Virginia  in  bar 
proudest  dsys  of  glory  and  fame,)  presented  the  very  iden- 
tical proposition  to  this  House  which  is  embraced  in  the 
bill  on  your  Uble.  For  that  proposition,  sir,  I  then  voted. 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  conscioulious  convic- 
tion of  ihe  efiecU  of  that  measure  U>  bring  about  honesty 
in  the  Government,  and  secure  the  independence  of  the 
people.    True,  I  was  then  but  a  very  young  roan,  and 
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8ub-Trt usury  BUI. 


[H.  or  R. 


yielded  it  i 
then  and  I 


had  but  for  a  few  week*  taken  my  seat  in  thia  House ; 
yet,  air,  1  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  obaervation  and' 
reflection.  And  although  young,  yet,  to  u«e  the  language 
applied  to  another,  I  wai  old  enough— 

M  Acts  paronium  jmu  legem,  el  qua)  sit  potertt  cog noecers  virtus." 
Sir,  I  had  formed  my  judgment  then,  and  have  not 
*-    On  the  contrary,  the  experience  between 
'  has  only  tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 
I  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  proposition  and  the  rote 
upon  it. 

"  The  qneation  recurred  on  the  motion  mode  by  Mr. 
Goasetr,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  atrike  out  all  thereof 
after  the  enacting  words,  and  inseit : 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year 

 ,  the  collector*  of  the  public  revenue,  at  places  wht-rc 

the  sums  collected  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  —  dol- 
lar* per  annum,  shall  be  the  agents  of  the  Treasurer  to 
the  same,  nod  be  subject  to  such  rules 


bond  and  security  as  be 
the  faithful  execution  of  their  office; 
in  addition  to  the  compensation  now 
per  centum  on  the  sums  disbursed  j 
of 


and  shall  receive 
allowed  by  taw,  - 
so  that  it  docs  n 


"  Sec  3.  And  be  it  furl  fur  enacted,  That,  at  all  places 
where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected  shall  exceed 
the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  there  ahall  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  agents 
of  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to 
keep  and  disburse  the  public  revenue,  and  be  subject  to 
such  rules  an  I  regulations  as  the  Treasurer  shall  prescribe, 

and  shall  receive  for  their  services    per  centum  pur 

annum  on  the  sums  disbursed  :  provided  it  does  not  ex- 
ceed^ the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum. 

"See  3.  And  ie  U  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
■her  the  day  of  ,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  derived  from  customs  of  lands  or  other  sources, 
shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of  the  United  States." 

This  received  83  rotes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nor  have  I  censed 
the  vote  upon  that  proposition  to  be  read,  to  show  the  con- 
eistency  or  inconsistency  of  sny  honorable  member  of  this 
body.  My  sole  and  entire  object  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  proposition,  and  that,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  it  is  the  very  identical  proposition  upon 
which  I  then  voted  coolly  and  deliberately.  I  have  no  de- 
sire, sir,  to  show  that  there  has  been  any  contradiction  on 
the  part  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  or  that  there  bus 
been  any  change  in  their  opinions.  It  is  with  neither  of 
those  views  that  I  had  the  proposition  read.  I  will  now 
quote  a  paragraph  from  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the  pro- 
position, made  at  the  time,  so  illustrating  the  viewa  under 
which  we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  portrays  what  has 
really  happened  since,  and  what,  I  fear,  we  will  again  see, 
if  the  system  be  continued.    Mr.  Gob  no  n  said : 

"There  is  another  consideration  which  has  induced  me 
to  offer  this  amendment.  We  may  all  very  plainly  are  that 
the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  is  the  rock  on  which 
the  permanency  of  this  republic  is  likely  to  be  wrecked. 
And  the  vehemence  of  ibis  contest  will  ever  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Executive  patronage.  But  for  this,  the  office 
would  have  no  allurements  but  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but 
with  this  concomitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  which  may 
one  day  prove  fata]  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system,  if 
we  do  not  separate  the  influence  of  the  Executive  from  the 


interest  of  banking  coriorationa,  we  shall  have  another 
controversy  on  the  subject  of  banks.  Tlte  political  will 
be  united  with  the  money  power ;  the  contest  mu*t  come  ; 
it  will  como.  You  will  witness  a  struggle  in  this  Capitol 
between  State  banks  and  federal  banks ;  and  the  combat- 
ant* fet  the  President's  chair  will  be  found  contending  in 


different  ranks  of  interest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  shske  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution.  Separate  them,  I  beseech  you,  represen- 
tatives of  the  American  people,  if  you  wieh  to  put  down 
thia  fearful  contest  for  the  Presidential  chair — I  had  al- 
most said  Presidential  throne— separate,  I  beseech  you, 
banking  and  politics.  Let  the  banks  facilitate  the  ex- 
changes of  commerce,  aud  further  the  interest  of  trade ; 
but  let  them,  I  pray  you,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Go- 
vernment." 

The  predictions  of  my  friend  have  been  fulfilled  to  the 
letter.  What  have  we  seen  !  You  brought  into  existence 
a  system  of  Stale  banks,  connected  from  one  end  of  this 
Confederacy  to  another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting 
upon  those  deposites,  organized  and  controlled  by,  and  re- 
sponsible to  one  man,  and  then  brought  into  overwhelming 
conflict,  as  1  believe,  with'lhe  freedom  of  elections.  Sir,  I 
speak  plainly.  I  believed  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this 
was  the  true  source  of  power  for  the  but  three  yeans. 

may  speak  as  they  please;  they  may  deny, 
and  aay  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ;  but  who  is  it  that 
knows  any  thing  of  the  operations  of  banks— who  is  it, 
at  all  acquainted  with  their  peculiar  influence,  who  is  not 
irresistibly  impressed  with  their  tremendous  power  1  Sir, 
I  believe  they  did  more  than  any  thing  else  to  elect  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be 
cnllcd  upon,  and  urged  to  re-organize  such  a  system,  and 
abandon  the  position  I  then  assumed!  The^iperience 
of  the  last  three  years  strengthens  my  poaitiou.  It  may  be 
denied,  but  I  conscientiously  believe  that  these  institutions 
have  controlled,  more  or  less,  not  only  the  destinies  of  this 
Government,  but  the  destinies  of  the  people  of  this  country 
during  that  period.  Yes,  we  all  know  that  at  the  Ian  ses- 
rioii  of  Congress  enough  was  developed  upon  this  floor  to 
demonstrate  that  there  was  an  organized  system,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  whole,  and  for  one 
andejhe  same  purpose.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  seen  this  cordon 
of  leagued  banks,  with  their  various  interests,  raising  their 
banner  from  one  and  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  upon  which 
was  inscribed  the  infnmous  motto,  "To  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils;"  and  calling  upon  their  mercenary  bands  to 
gather  in  to  the  plunder  of  sacked  cities  and  aubjugatcd 
provinces. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  I  now,  at  this  lime,  to  change 
my  course  because  others  have  come  to  inol  No,  sir,  I 
maintain  the  very  grounds  I  then  maintained,  and  I  ever 
will  maintain  them  lid  my  judgment  and  my  conviction  tell 
me  they  are  wrong.  ' 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  signal  failure  of  these  insti- 
tutions as  fiscal  agents  for  this  Government— I  cannot  but 
believe,  too,  sir,  that  the  experience  of  the  lost  three  years, 
must  h>ive  convinced  every  one  of  their  ineJEcacy,  and 
the  inexpediency  and  folly  of  their  being  selected  sgain  as 
ths  depositories  of  the  Government,  except  with  one  view. 
And  this  is  the  reason  why  some  gentlemen  now  acquiesce 
in  their  reorganization ;  that  ts,  that  they  well  know  that 
this  operation,  and  their  reorganization,  will  biing  us  again 
into  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  force  the  coun- 
try into  the  adoption  of  a  bank  of  the  U idled  Stales.  Tbey 
know  well,  sir,  that  it  tends  to  that,  and  they  know  thai 
if  these  Stato  banks  selected  as  public  deposito- 

ries, they  will  be  but  a  stepping-stone  to  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  8is(es.  This,  sir,  is  the  real,  the 
true  issue.  It  is  an  issue  between  nuking  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  Government  separate  and  independent  from  all 
bunks,  and  the  establishment  of  a  bsuk  of  the  United 
States,  which  inevitably  must  be  adopted  eventually,  and 
that  not  at  a  very  remote  period,  if  you  readopl  now  the 
State  bank  system  as  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Government. 

Aa  to  the  constitutional  argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  I  will 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  to  discuss  it 
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■I  thia  late 


•F  the  session.    I  too  wi  ll 

>  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  federal 
ia  too  apt  to  excite  the  laughter  and  mirth 
of  a  majority  on  thia  floor ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Biddlb,]  ihc  other  day,  with  truth,  alluded 
to  an  observation  of  a  late  distinguished  citizen  from  Vir- 
ginia, (John  Randolph,)  that  "the  time  was  not  far  off 
when  a  man  would  be  called  to  order  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress  (or  speaking  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates." 
I  am  not,  therefore,  disposed  to  proas  that  argument,  but 
■■till  I  take  occasion  here  to  say,  that  the  Cramer*  of  the 
constitution  never  intended  to  confer  such  a  power.  What 
changes  might  have  taken  place,  could  they  have  foreseen 
what  haa  since  taken  place,  is  a  question  not  for  me  to  decide. 
1  lay  down  this  position,  from  the  history  of  the  federal 
convention,  that  the  framera  of  that  instrument  never  in- 
tended to  confer  this  power.  •  And  why !  Uce.iu*e  the 
proposal  was  dittiuctly  made,  first  to  creule  c<>r|>orationg 
generally,  and  then  to  incorporate  where  the  general  good 
required.  J  heae  propositions  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
never  reported.  Afterwards  a  pmpo- 
to  confer  the  power  to  make  canala,  and 
a  motion  to  amend  it,  by  conferring  tho  power  to  create 
corporations,  was  made,  and  it  was  expressly  rejected- 
One  argument  used  in  debate  was,  that,  if  this  power  were 
conferred,  the  Govern  men  t  would  incorporate  a  bank,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  large  cities  would  then  be  opposed  to 
the  adopuonof  the  constitution.  As  far,  then,  as  history 
is  concerned,  it  is  clear  the  framera  of  the  constitution  never 
intended  to  confer  that  power. 

I  know,  sir,  there  is  an  argument  upon  this  point  which 
appears  very  specious.  It  is  thia:  that  in  looking  ioto 
that  instrument,  we  cannot  look  dehors  the  preamble  and 
the  specific  provuiuna  for  its  sound  construction,  but  are 
bound  to  couflne  ourselves  to  the  instrument  itself.  Sir, 
if  this  were  a  court  of  justice,  I  would  yield  to  the  general 
soundness  of  that  rule;  but  we  are  a  political  tribune*,  not 
Bitting  in  judgment  upon  the  law  already  made,  but  to  make 
the  law  itself,  according  to  tho  instrument  under  which  we 
hold  authoriiy.  I  know  that,  in  a  judicial  tribunal,  in  a 
case  arising  between  meum  and  /uum,  where  vested  rights 
are  concerned,  a  judge  can  only  look  to  the  preamble  and 
the  act ;  he  cannot  look  beyond  the  law  itself.  This  is  a 
sound  and  wise  rule,  as  applird  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  but 
will  not  bold  in  it*  application  to  a  political  tribunal,  where 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
constitution  a  as  formed,  and  we  are  to  decide  on  the  pow- 
ers contained  in  that  instrument  by  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  was  itself  adopted.  Here  we  have  no  case 
arising  under  the  law,  no  vested  interests.  That  which  is 
a  wise  rule  when  applied  to  a  judicial  tribunal,  has  no  ap- 
plication to  a  political  tribunal.  The  creation  of  a  corpo- 
ration is  the  exercise  of  a  substantive  independent  power, 
and  to  attach  it  by  construction  as  a  vagrant  power  to  this 
or  to  that  clause  in  the  constitution,  is  establishing  a  loose 
generality  of  reasoning  which  must  end  in  the  total  over- 
throw of  that  noble  instrument,  i  am  not  unaware  of  the 
argument,  that,  in  fad,  the  constitution  of  the  United  flutes 
intended  to  confer  the.  power  in  this  Government  over  the 
currency  oi  the  country,  and  that  tho  Slate  banks  have 
been  cre.ticd  since  the  formation  of  that  instrument,  whirh 
have  substantially  created  a  new  currency,  and  thorehy 
usurped  that  power  from  (he  General  Government.  It  is  a 
qucttiu  vexatur  whether  t6e  Stales  have  not  cornmilied  a 
fraud  upon  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which  forbids 
them  "to  emit  bills  of  credit,  directly  or  indirectly."  They 
hate  created  local  institutions,  which,  to  a  great  extent, 
have  set  afloat  a  new  currency  that  the  fra>ners  of  the  con- 
stitution never  contemplated  ;  and  now  it  is  contended  that 
it  is  constitutional  lo  counteract  and  control  this  currency 
by  the  creation  of  a  corporation  under  the  atylo  and  title  of 
a  lunk  of  ihe  United  States.    Now  this  argument  proves 


too  much,  if  it  proves  any  thing ;  because  it  ia  dear  that  if 
this  evil  has  arisen  since  the  formation  of  the  constitution, 
the  framera  of  that  instrument  never  c  uW  have  intended  to 
counteract  it  The  evil  is  admitted  to  be  a  new  one,  and 
has  arisen  since  the  formation  of  that  instrument,  and  they 
never  could  have  intended  to  confer  a  power  to  counteract 
that  which  they  never  understood  or  knew  would  exist. 

8ir,  I  say  the  argument  proves  too  much;  but  I  am  not 
disposed  to' press  this  matter.  I  will  only  say  that,  as  far 
s*  experience  goes,  (and  it  may  seem  strange  to  gome  gen- 
tlemen, but  I  am  disposed  to  lay  dn*>  n  and  maintain  the 
proposition,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  some,)  the  bank 
of  1818  never  did  restore  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  could  not;  that  it  wa»  not  the  bank  which  restored  the 
deranged  currency  at  that  time,  but  it  was  the  power  and 
credit  of  this  Government,  under  the  constitution,  by  en- 
forcing the  collection  ol  its  dues  in  specie.  If  ibis  power 
had  been  simply  enforced,  it  would  have  compelled  an  uo- 
sound  currency  lo  be  withdrawn,  or  to  fall  to  au  ascertain- 
ed value.  The  United  States  Bank  was  the  agent  lo  curry 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,  end  what  gave 
it  power  was  the  credit  given  to  it  by  this  Govern)  en  I,  de- 
claring that  iu  bills  should  be  received  as  gold  and  silver. 
It  was  the  credit  of  this  Government  endorsed  upon  iu  bills, 
without  reference  to  their  convertibility  at  all,  but  simply 
and  absolutely  receiving  them  as  gold  and  silver.  The 
Government,  being  the  great  and  universal  money  dealer, 
had  practically  surrendered  up  its  power  to  coin  money, 
and  to  receive  nothing  else,  into  the  hands  of  a  corporation, 
and  made  its  notes  the  snmc  as  coined  money,  so  far  as  tho 
Government  demands  were  concerned.  But  even  then,  in 
181 7,-'  18,  and  19,  that  bank  was  brought  to  the  brink  of 
insolvency,  and  all  the  other  banks  were  made  to  feel  its 
power,  while  many  fell  prostrate  Iwfore  ft.  And  what 
alone  sustained  that  bank  then  t  The  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, declaring  that  iu  bills  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  iu  dues  as  gold  and  silver.  While  other  banks 
had  to  sustsin  themselves  upon  their  capacity  lo  convert 
their  bills  into  coined  money,  this  hank  sustained  iuelf  by 
the  Government  converting  iU  credit  to  the  use  snd  benefit 
of  the  bank,  and  that  credit  serving  as  a  specie  basis.  The 
great  confusion  that  has  occurred  on  this  subject  arise* 
from  the  fact  that  manv  have  confounded  the  power  and 
credit  of  the  Government  with  that  of  the  bank. 

The  power  to  "  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of," and  the  prohibition  of  this  power  to  the  Slates,  and 
also  lite  prohibition  that  prevents  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  bing  made  a  legal  lender,  is  all  the  power  conferred 
by  the  constitution  over  the  currency.  Whether  it  be  de- 
fective or  not,  it  is  nil  the  power  given.  But  if  it  be  rigid- 
ly adhered  to,  without  temporising,  it  must,  of  nrvossity, 
create  a  general  sUudard  by  which  the  local  or  paper  cur- 
rency can  be  compared.  It  is  immaterial  what  a  bank  bill 
purports  to  be  on  iu  face;  if  it  have  an  aecerUined  value, 
by  comparison  with  specie,  it  is  all  that  can  be  required. 
And  the  Government,  collecting  iu  dues  in  this  standard, 
and  habitually  disbursing  its  equivalent,  would  create  cen- 
tres at  different  poinU,  around  which  the  local  currency 
would  revolve,  and  receive  a  fixed  and  known  value. 

Sir,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  this  would  be  a  measure 
of  currency.  I  am  aware  ibat  it  is  not  as  exact  a  measure 
as  weights  and  measures  are  applied  to  other  things,  but  it 
is  the  best  ever  invented  by  man,  and  comes  nearer  lo  it 
than  any  other  standard  yet  created  by  Government,  or 
which,  I  believe,  can  be  created.  As  to  exchanges,  this  is 
not  a  subject  within  the  legitimate  object  of  this  Govern- 
ment, except  as  it  may  be  incidentally  affected.  They 
must  bo  left,  as  tbey  are  in  other  countries,  to  be  regulated 
by  the  interests  of  the  commercial  community,  and  con- 
ducted by  banks  or  bankers,  who  have  acquired  credit  by 
long  economy  and  prudence,  based  upon  real  cap" 
resting  upon  the  productions  of  different  sections. 
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Sir,  the  difficulty  in  18H  and  1815  waa,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  became  embarrassed  and  involved.  Individual 
could  not  advance  to  it.    The  local  bank*  did  advance ; 
and  upon  the  faith  of  the  debt*,  in  the  ahape  of  etneka, 
they  held  against  the  Government,  the*c  banks  went  on 
discounting  a>  if  they  had  that  amount  in  specie  instead  of 
Government  alock ;  and  what  waa  the  result  1  Why,  when 
those  debts  became  due,  the  Government  itaclf  waa  unable 
to  make  pay  menu,  and  the  inevitable  consequence  was, 
that  these  local  bank  notes  fell  below  par,  as  they  could 
not  be  converted,  and  the  Government  then,  in  turn,  sus- 
tained those  institutions  it  had  borrowed  from.    And,  al- 
though it  never  was*  I  believe,  sanctioned  by  law,  yet  the 
Government  received  their  notes  in  public  dues  on  a  par 
with  gold  and  silver.    This*  produced  a  demand  for  depre- 
ciated paper;  and  that  wbickf  was  most  depreciated  waa 
sought  after  to  psy  into  the  custom -houses,  as  it  could  be 
purchased  with  the  least  coined  money.   The  result  of  this 
was  that  the  Government  would  have  hid  finally  all  the 
depreciated  paper  of  tbe  country  forced  upon  its  collectors. 
It  was  the  policy  the  Government  adopt-  d  of  receiving  ad- 
vances from  the  local  banks,  and  then  pursuing  the  tem- 
porizing expediency  of  receiving  their  depreciated  paper, 
after  they  had  discounted  upon  what  they  had  no  right  to 
discount  upon,  (l-ecuuse  they  were,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
ceiving iniert-si  upon  the  Government  stocks,)  that  involv- 
ed us  in  the  depreciated  paper  of  that  day.    It  was  the 
folly  or  this  Government,  not  its  impotency  under  the  spe-  1 
rifle  powers  of  the  constitution.   It  waa  ibis  state  of  things  I 
which  tbe  Government  felt  bound  to  atop  the  progress  of,  \ 
•nd  they  therefore  adopted  the  joint  revolution  of  1816,  ) 
declaring  that  they  would  receive  in  payment  of  the  public 
d  ies  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  or  the  note*  of  specie-  j 
paying  banks.    This,  uf  coume,  threw  depreciated  paper  i 
out  of  circulation,  and  stopped  the  issues  of  spurious  banks. 
The  Government  was  enabled  to  enforce  this  resolution, 
because  peace  had  been  restored,  and  the  resources  of  the  ! 
country  became  expanded ;  and  if  they  had  adhered  to  that  i 
resolution,  and  never  adopted  the  policy  of  receiving  other  ' 
notes,  you  could  have  had,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a 
sound  currency,  according  to  tbe  intent  of  the  constitution. 

It  is  the  only  control  over  the  currency  which  the  con- 
stitution contemplates ;  whether  enough  or  not,  has  been 
questioned.  I  contend  that  it  ia  enough  for  all  safe  pur- 
pose*. You  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  or  its 
equivnlent,  and  the  result  is,  that  the  local  banks  are  com- 
pelled to  base  that  which  is  as  good  as  gold  and  silver,  or 
their  paper  will  be  run  back  upon  them.  I  admit  that  if 
you  receive  by  law,  as  the  permanent  policy  of  thia  coun  - 
try,  the  paper  of  local  institutions,  tbe  result  will  he  that 
you  are  compelled  to  resort  to  a  bank  of  the  United  8tatea. 
I  m>i  in  lain  that  if  you  receive  paper,  yuu  cannot  control  it 
and  make  it  a  sound  and  equal  currency  under  the  consti- 
tution, except  l>y  and  through  a  national  ttank.  There  arc 
but  two  feasible  modes  by  which  you  can  regulate  the  cur- 
rency. The  one  is  tho  mode  provided  for  under  the  con- 
stitution, in  the  clause*  to  which  I  hove  referred,  ami  which 
ia  the  mode  intended  ami  pointed  out  l«y  our  ancestors. 
And  if  you  attempt  to  throw  this  Government  upon  that 
stupendous  system  of  currency  which  haa  grown  up  in 
modern  times,  by  receiving  the  paper  of  banks  in  Govern- 
ment dues,  then  there  ia  no  other  possible  regulation  of  it 
but  by  a  hank  of  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  what  a  monstrous  proposition  is  contained  in 
the  second  mode  !  You  declare  that  you  will  receive  tbe 
paper  of  banks,  and  you  charter  a  hank  of  the  United 
State*,  and  give  it  power  to  control  all  other  banks;  and, 
by  subjugating  tbe  State  institutions  through  the  creation 
of  thia  check,  you  at  the  same  time  part  with  the  power 
gi'en  to  you  by  the  constitution,  and  confer  it  upon  r  set 
of  men  wholly  irresponsible,  except  to  the  stockholders  of 


the  interests  of  the  institution.  8ir,  in  creating  such  an 
institution  ss  this,  you  create  a  greater  evil  than  that  which 
you  intend  to  counteract. 

What  would  have  been  the  result  in  1813  and  1814  if  a 
bank  uf  the  United  State*  had  been  in  operation  t  Why, 
the  Government  being  in  difficulty,  instead  of  borrowing 
from  tbe  local  institutions,  as  it  did,  it  would  have  borrow- 
ed, in  all  probability,  from  tbat  bank ;  that  bank  would 
have  discounted  upon  the  credit  of  the  Uovernmcni,  as  the 
other*  did,  and  the  Government  being  unable  to  meet  its 
debt,  the  notes  of  the  institution  would  hove  fallen  below 
par,  as  those  of  the  local  banks  did,  and  you  would  have 
had  precisely  the  same  atate  of  things  as  did  take  place. 
And  then  nothing  could  have  sustained  the  bat.k  but  tbe 
power  of  the  Government  to  receive  its  notes  as  gold  and 
silver,  although  not  convertible;  and  thia  Government 
credit  would  have  given  it  power  and  control  over  other 
banks  without  the  slightest  merit.  It  is  absurd  to  talk 
about  the  bank  auataining  the  Government.  The  Govern- 
ment can  austain  the  bank,  but  not  tbe  reverse.  The 
credit  of  restoring  the  currency  ia  due  to  the  Government, 
under  that  noble  instrument,  the  constitution,  and  not  un- 
der the  bank. 

But,  sir,  will  you  part  with  your  power —  the  power  to 
coin  money  and  regulate  its  value — a  power  that  ia  on*  of 
the  greatest  and  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty  1  And 
if  you  make  paper  money  the  currency  of  the  Government, 
then  the  power  that  regulate*  it  ia  aa  high  and  sovereign 
as  the  power  that  now  mukes  coin  and  fixes  its  value. 
And  let  gentlemen  recollect  that,  if  they  once  part  wiih  it 
on  the  policy  of  creating  a  bank  institution,  it  is  not  to  last 
for  thia  year  or  the  next,  but  forever ;  for  that  which  is 
sound  policy  in  regulating  the  currency  now,  will  be  so 
fifty  years  hem  e ;  and  it  must  become  a  branch  of  Govern> 
ment,  permanently  engrafted  upon  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  Anil  are  we  prepared  to  say  that  those  who  are 
to  manage  it  are  forever  to  be  pure  and  enlightened  men  1 
Recollect  that  the  power  that  holds  the  sway  over  tbe  cur- 
rency, holds  a  sway  over  tbe  fortunes  of  every  msn  in  this 
republic.  8ir,  if  we  once  part  with  this  power,  my  delib- 
erate and  firm  conviction  is  that  we  shall  centralize  a  mo- 
neyed action  in  this  country,  which  will,  in  tbe  end,  make 
the  labor  of  the  confederacy  virtually  and  forever  tributary 
to  those  who  will  hove  but  little  interest  in  it,  I  believe 
that  nothing  tended  so  much  to  thia  aa  th*  establishment 
of  the  last  institution.    It  is  its  natural  and  inevitable 


course. 

Now,  sir,  what  would  be  the  results  upon  the  exporting 
sections  of  the  country  ?  Whet*  would  you  locate  your 
institution  1  Why,  you  must  place  it  where  nine-tenths  of 
the  banking  capital  of  thia  country  already  exiate.  And 
what  can  be  a  gteater  or  more  tremendous  engine  of  power 
than  this,  located  in  a  particular  section,  organizing  with 
system,  and  creating  dependence  in  all  the  banking  and 
slock  interests  of  the  country  1  You  do  nothing  more  or 
less  than  give  away  tbe  power  to  regulate  tbe  money  and 
exchanges  of  the  whole  country  to  an  institution  located 
in  the  mm-exporting  section,  and  thua  deprive  forevei  lb* 
possibility  of  the  exporting  region  of  the  country  doing  its 
own  importing  trade  Identify  it  with  Government,  by 
receiving  in  public  duea  ita  n»lea  as  gold  and  silver,  and 
you  in  effect  loan  the  credit  of  this  Government,  which  is 
equal  annually  to  its  revenue  and  disbursements,  to  enpi- 
talists  in  slocks  for  their  benefit ;  thus  creating  an  artificial 
credit,  instead  of  letting  all  interests,  resting  upon  their 
natural  resources  ami  credit,  rely  finally  upon  the  produc- 
tive induatry  and  bona  fide  capital  of  each  individual  or 
aeclinn. 

Is  it  not  an  extraordinary  fact  that  nearly  til  the  export* 
and  imports  of  the  exporting  region  of  this  confederacy 
touch,  both  going  and  coming,  at  Northern  portal  Why 
ia  this!  It  has  arisen  from  the  fiscal  action  of  thia  Govern- 
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tncnt,  which  has  heretofore  sustained,  and  been  identified 
with,  the  banking  capital  of  this  country.  We  have  raided 
the  articles  demanded  in  foreign  countries,  and  they  com- 
pel us  to  t  luch,  both  going  and  coining,  at  their  port*. 
Thi*  tloen  n  't  arise  from  their  holding  the  tonnage,  or  their 
bottoms,  but  they  hold  the  credit  or  banking  system,  and, 
by  their  connexion  with  the  Government,  create  exchange* 
against  os,  and  force  us  to  touch  for  tribute.  Suppose,  for 
a  moment,  we  were  separate  States  would  it  not  be  absurd 
for  us  then  to  touch  at  foreign  ports!  Let  there  be  no 
centra]  moneyed  power  with  which  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  ahall  become  identified,  and  the  export  region 
will  do  ita  own  imports  through  its  own  ports.  With  our 
local  currency,  resting,  aa  it  does,  on  those  articles  which 
go  into  the  markets  of  the  world,  fifteen  per  cent.  discount 
in  New  York,  we  can  never  afford  to  sustain  the  stale  of 
things  that  has  existed  heretofore.  Without  a  hank,  iden- 
tified with  Government,  the  exports  of  the  country  must, 
to  a  great  extent,  become  a  aubatitute  for  all  foreign  and 
even  domestic  bills. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  looking  over  the  statistics  of  the  past, 
I  find  that,  in  1769,  Virginia  and  Maryland  imported,  in 
amount,  651,140  pourtds  sterling ;  the  New  England  Slates, 
661,034;  New  York,  198,976;  Pennsylvania,  809,820; 
South  Csrolina,  including  part  of  North  Carolina,  636,714 
pounds  sterling,  &c.  In  1774,  the  exports  from  Virginia 
and  Maryland  to  England  were  7:)8,3A6  pounds  sterling  ; 
South  Carolina,  57Q.649;  Pennsylvania,  176,962;  New 
York,  187,018;  New  England,  1 16,5t>«,  Sec.  Thi*  gene- 
ral proportion  is  sustained,  with  no  great  variation,  when- 
ever things  were  not  deranged  by  war,  up  to  1768  and 
1789.  The  export  region  did  it*  imports;  snd,  although 
it  was,  of  course,  generally  in  foreign  or  British  bottom*, 
jet  it  never  touched  at  two  porta,  but  went  and  came  di- 
rectly through  our  own  porta.  But  things  have  now 
changed,  and  we  have  lost  our  relative  proportion.  Trade 
wa*  then  suffered  to  take  its  natural  channel.  Since  then, 
however,  the  political  power,  together  with  the  moneyed 
power,  baa  been  worked  against  us,  and  our  trade  i*  now 
compelled  to  touch  where  nature  never  intended.  I  con- 
tend that,  a*  far  as  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government  is 
now  concerned,  we  are  where  we  were  under  the  articlea 
of  the  confederation  ;  and  I,  for  one,  desire  for  the  present 
to  keep  there.  And,  sir,  it  is  under  these  convictions,  and 
believing  thia  to  be  the  operation  of  things,  that  I  feel 
bound  to  make  the  true  issue  now  presented  by  the  bill 
under  consideration.  I  contend  that  thia  organisation  of 
the  bunking  power  of  the  country  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment tends  directly  to  the  result  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  ahow ;  that  is,  to  make  the  labor  of  the  exporting  re- 
gion of  the  country  tributary  to  thoae  who  bold  nine  tenths 
of  the  banking  capital  in  their  hands  I  call  upon  gentle- 
men to  consider  well  before  they  mske  this  plunge.  We 
have  some  deeply  interesting  question*  before  u*,  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  power  and  ascendency  of  sections, 
and  the  destiny  of  this  republic.  8ir,  I  have  been  here  for 
three  years,  and  watched  tbe  progress  of  this  abolition  feel- 
ing, which  i*  now  spreading  itself  over  half  of  thi*  confed- 
eracy. When  it  wa*  first  brought  into  thi*  hall,  it  wa» 
viewed  with  indifference,  a*  the  excitement  of  a  few  bigot* 
and  fanatics.  But  now,  in  the  short  progress  of  a  few 
years,  we  find  that  it  has  pervaded  all  society  with  intense 
anxiety.  That  speck,  which  was  at  fin»t  acarcely  vi*ib|o 
to  the  naked  eye,  has  now  grown  blacker  and  deeper,  until 
over  one  half  of  our  horixon  hangs  a  dark  and  gloomy 
cloud,  through  which  tbe  thunder  rolls  and  the  lightning 
flashes,  and  this  temple,  under  which  we  all  have  hereto- 
fore gathered  .for  common  protection,  is  destined  to  rock 
and  totter  amid  the  desobting  whirlwind  and  rushing  tor- 
nado.   Ji  has  assumed  of  late  somewhat  a  different  shape. 

But  gentlemen  need  not  be  deceived  by  the  color  given 
to  the  Texas  question.    Do  you  suppose  it  is  opposition  to 
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Texaa  ?  No.  It  ia  opposition  to  that  vital  interest  in  thia 
confederacy  with  which  we  are  identified — a  deep,  per- 
vading opposition,  gcown  up  from  education  and  infancy, 
and  partaking  now  even  of  the  religious  sympathies  of  tha 
community  ;  and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  pause  before 
they  are  willing  to  throw  the  power  and  the  credit  of  this 
Government  into  the  hands  of  capitalists  who  are  at  wax 
with  us,  not  only  in  interest,  but  in  feeling  and  in  sympa- 
thy.  Organize  again  the  banking  interests  of  thia  confed- 
eracy, and  connect  them  with  Government,  and  you  can- 
not escape  from  the  grasp.  I  cannot  look  upon  the  future 
without  feeling  the  deepest  (unless  we  are  true  to  ourselves 
at  this  juncture)  and  most  solemn  apprehensions  that  that 
persecuted  and  slandered  country,  which  now  stretches  it- 
self from  the  banks  of  thia  noble  river  to  tbe  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi,  rich  in  character,  rich  in  intelect,  rich  in  the 
glory  of  the  past,  rich  in  all  those  qualities  which  mske  a 
gieat  and  a  gallant  people,  will,  in  progress  of  time,  be  laid 
low  in  ruin  and  desolation,  with  onry  here  and  there  ikI- 
itary  inhabitant  to  trace  out,  upon  deserted  tomb-stones, 
ihoie  obliterated  lettera  which  transmit  to  posterity  the 
names  of  our  mighty  dead,  and  than  to  abed  over  them  a 
bunting  tear. 

Kir,  it  lathe  fiscal  action  of  this  Government,  connected 
with  the  banking  power,  that  has  tended  to  draw  from  us 
our  substince  for  forty  years.  It  is  the  vampire  that  hss 
led  upon  our  life-blood  and  our  vitals,  and  I,  for  one,  am 
not  prepared  to  perpetuate  it,  or  sanction  iU  renewal. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  aay,  in  opposition  to  this 
bill,  that  is  impracticable,  and  that  the  Government  wilt 
find  great  difficulty  in  getting  along  with  it.  Sir,  that  fur- 
nishes no  ol  jection  in  my  mind.  I  love  a  Government  the- 
better  that  moves  with  difficulty.  Despotisms  only  move 
in  untramoiled  power.  Free  Government*  live  ami  move 
in  difficulty.  Collect  your  taxes  with  difficulty,  snd  the- 
coosequence  is  that  you  never  will  find  people  wilting  to- 
pay  taxes  for  distribution  upon  lawless  and  unconstitution- 
al objects.  No,  sir,  the  difficulty  presents  no  nlwtaclc  to 
the  passage  of  this  measure  to  me.  When  Mr.  Fox  visit- 
ed i'aris,  at  the  time  Napoleon  wasin  the  height  and  pride 
of  his  glory,  the  First  Consul  desired  to  know  something 
of  the  operation  of  the  trial  by  jury,  with  a  view  to  intro- 
duce it  into  France.  But  when  Fox  told  him  that  its  fun- 
damental principle  was  that  no  man  could  be  deprived  of 
hi*  rights  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  and  those 
peers  twelve  of  his  fellow-citizens,  the  First  Consul  imme- 
diately replied  it  would  not  do  for  him,  "  his  Government 
would  find  too  much  difficulty  to  get  along  with  it." 

Mr.  Chairman,  many  may  suppose  mat  I  am  unneces- 
sarily apprehensive  in  my  fears  ss  to  the  connexion  of  the 
banking  system  with  the  power  and  credit  of  this  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  sir,  I  have  aeen  enough  to  fear  and  dread  iU 
In  1882,  when  the  contest,  as  we  supposed,  was  sl  out  to 
arise  for  the  very  existence  of  our  peculiar  rights  and  lib- 
erties, we  felt  it*  power.  And,  though  I  shall  forbear  to 
dwell  upon  particulars  now,  yet  I  will  take  occasion  to  say 
to  those  gentlemen  who  are  deeply  identified  with  that  in- 
stitution—those gentlemen  who  were  the  bitter  political  op- 
ponent* of  the  then  President  or  the  United  States,  what 
was  the  apectacle  they  exhibited  1  When  he  a~ked  for  ibe 
sword  of  thi*  Government,  to  be  buried  in  the  vitala  of  our 
people,  they  came  forward  and  gave  it  to  him  freely.  And 
why  t  Because  they  dreaded  a  revulsion  which  would 
shake  the  credit  system,  snd  that  institution,  with  those 
who  depended  upon  it,  to  the  deepest  foundation.  Sir,  no 
part  of  this  country,  under  the  influence  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States,  will  ever  resist  the  encroachments  of  thia 
Government,  or  the  Government  itself,  however  despotic 
it  may  be.  8uch  an  institution,  then,  connected  with  thia 
Government  to  control  the  moneyed  power  of  thi*  country, 
I  confess  I  dread.  I  confess  I  do  look  with  dread  and  ter- 
ror upon  its  influences.    Mir,  if  you  want  to  make  the 
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GovemmeDt  of  this  Union  despotic,  create  a  bank  of  (ha 
United  Slates,  and  connect  it  with  the  destinies  of  this 
Government,  and,  my  life  upon  it,  you  can  never  escape. 

You  can  never  resist  this  Government  in  the  hands  of 
the  moneyed  power  of  the  country,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  the  fairest  portions  of  this  Union  will  become  tribu- 
tary to  other  and  more  powerful  sections. 

Mr.  Chairman,  while  making  these  observations,  I  con- 
fess that  I  will  go  as  fur  a*  any  gentleman  to  sustain  those 
peculiar  local  institutions  organized  by  the  State*  for  their 
benefit,  and  to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  the  different 
sections  of  this  country.  If  they  be  properly  organized, 
and  limited  within  proper  bounds,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any 
nun  to  sustain  them,  and  give  tbem  vigor,  us  lung  as  they 
act  upon  bona  fide  capital,  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
as  well  u  for  their  own  individual  interest :  such  institu- 
tions aro  essential  to  the  present  state  of  commerce.  But, 
while  I  say  this,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
banking  system  of  modern  times,  as  organised  in  different 
sections  of  this  country,  has  any  thing  but  a  tendency  to 
elevate  or  give  liberty  to  man.  Even  this  very  session  we 
have  heard  gentlemen  upon  thi*  floor,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  denounce  the  manner  in  which  things  have 
been  conducted  there  as  disgraceful  and  outrageous  :  char- 
ters granted,  stocks  distributed  to  political  partisans  for 
political  power  and  ascendency. 

The  minority  there,  as  in  many  other  sections  of  tho 
country,  have  been  practically  reduced  to  political  vassal- 
age ;  and  it  is  idle  to  discuss  or  question  the  fact  that  stock 
operations  have  been  organized  with  a  sole  view  to  sus- 
tain political  power,  and  make  the  labor  of  the  country 
tributary  to  themselves. 

Now,  sir,  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ci  an- 
ise,] not  many  days  ago,  warned  Southern  gentlemen, 
and  declared  that  the  "  progress  of  radicalism  at  the  North 
was  nothing  more  than. the  progress  of  abolitionism."  Sir, 
I  have  thought  of  this  matter.  I  have  considered  it  with 
painful  anxiety,  and  I  feel  bound  to  present  what  I  con  - 
ceive  to  be  the  true  interest*  of  this  country.  Wc  are  a 
peculiar  people,  I  admit.  We  own  nearly  one-half  of  our 
population.  We  hold  them  by  physical  force,  and  the  law 
of  necessity.  I  make  this  frank  and  candid  avowal.  And 
I  will  here  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  the  connexion 
which  exists  between  the  slave  laborers  and  capitalists  of 
the  8outh  is  one  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  sections  of  thi*  1  Jnion.  We  are  interested  in 
the  bona  fide  profits  of  daily  labor,  for  we  own  uot  only 
the  proceeds  of  labor,  but  labor  iUelf ;  and  that  Government 
which  interferes  as  little  as  possible,  by  any  artificial  ar- 
rangements, with  the  management  or  proceeds  of  labor,  *s 
the  Government  fur  us,  because  it  leaves  us  in  undisputed 
and  undivided  control  over  all  profits  of  labor. 

We  are,  then,  in  fact,  capitalists  standing  in  tlie  place  of 
laborers,  and  are,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  laborers. 
There  is  little  or  no  separation  with  us  of  capitalists  and 
laborers.  They  are,  in  fact,  one  and  the  same.  The  la- 
borers of  the  non-slavcholding  States  are  interested  also  in 
the  bona  fide  (not  spurious  or  doubtful)  profits  of  daily  la- 
bor. The  struggle  of  their  capitalists  (I  speak  of  pecuni- 
ary interest,  and  it  is  nature)  ia  to  divide  those  profit*  with 
them.  Hence  they  resort  to  all  the  artificial  modes  known 
to  Government,  by  which  they  are  brought  to  act  wjlh  sys- 
tem and  energy  as  one  man,  through  c oqwrations  of  all 


and  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  banking  ays. 
t  in.  You  pretend  to  give  universal  equality  and  equal 
power  to  all ;  and,  if  this  were  practically  carried  into  effect, 
after  society  baa  gone  through  an  era  long  enough  to  be 
nu-ssed  down  into  its  natural  classifications,  the  inevitable 
result  would  bo  in  a  conflict  that  labor  would  make  capital 
tributary,  until  it  would,  in  the  operation,  change  hands. 
To  prevent  this,  where  you  profeas  t<>  make  all  equal  in 
political  power,  you  are  compiled  to  resort  to  those  artili- 
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cial  combinations  created  by  the  Government,  to  give  you 
that  control  which  will  enable  you  to  sustain  yourselves, 
and  make  your  capital  profitable,  by  the  management  of 
labor  which  your  political  professions  forbid  you  to  own. 
Now,  sir,  when  gentlemen  preach  up,  as  they  have  d>me 
for  the  last  three  year*,  insyrrcction  to  tho  slaves  of  our 
community,  I  warn  them  that  their  own  institutions  arc 
not  so  pure  as  they  might  ol  first  suppose;  and  that  I  will 
preach  up  insurrection  to  the  laborer*  of  the  North,  when 
the  tendency  of  things  is  such  as  to  swindle  them  out  of 
their  power,  by  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  of  modem 
times. 

As  far  a*  mere  pecuniary  interest  u  involved,  the  rela- 
tion of  capital  and  labor  is  the  same  as  that  which  exist* 
there,  in  Great  Britain,  and  every  where  else;  that  is,  just 
to  allow  labor  as  much  as  is  necessary  for  subsistence,  and 
to  take  the  balance-  to  divide  among  themselves,  by  all  the 
inventions  which  the  fraud  of  Government  can  create. 
This  will  be  finally  the  interest  of  our  Northern  capitalist*. 
They  have  no  standing  armies  to  perpetua:e  this  state  of 
things,  as  in  other  countries ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
though  they  cannot  keep  the  laborers  in  physical  subjec- 
tion, tbey  arc  compelled  to  resort  to  banking  corporations 
and  chattered  institutions.  While  they  preach  to  us  uni- 
versal equality  and  universal  emancipation,  tbey  them- 
selves are  destined,  if  unre formed,  to  hold  in  tribute  not 
only  the  labor  of  their  own  tectum,  but  also  of  this  con- 
federacy. 

The  two  sysloms  of  subjugation  which  now  divide  the 
world  teem  to  be  a  resort  either  to  fraud  or  force,  by  which 
one-half  of  mankind  may  rule  the  other  half. 

Mr.  Jefferson  proclaimed,  thirty  years  ago,  that  the  de- 
mocracy of  the  North  were  our  natural  allies,  and  there  was 
profound  philosophy  in  that  declaration.  When  we  con- 
tend for  the  undivided  profits  and  proceeds  of  our  labor,  do 
you  not  see  that  we  stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation 
as  the  laborer  of  the  North  ?  We  are,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  the  place  of  laborers.  We  are  the  only  das*, 
of  capitalists,  as  far  as  pecuniary  interest  u  concerned, 
which,  as  a  class,  are  identified  with  the  laborers  of  the 
country,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  ever  form  a  bar- 
rier against  breaking  up  the  laws  and  foundation!!  of  so- 
ciety. 1  know  this  is  a  proposition  which  will  strike  some 
men  with  astonishment,  and  I  know,  too,  that  I  utter 
words  which  burn.  But  I  know,  sir,  it  is  the  truth ;  and, 
when  these  gentlemen  expect  to  preach  up  insurrection  and 
rebellion  to  the  slaves  of  our  country,  I  will  preach  luck  to 
them  the  same  doctrine,  by  proclaiming  universal  equality, 
universal  privileges,  a  universal  right  to  Northern  laborer* 
to  be  redeemed  front  the  fraud,  duplicity,  and  cunning  by 
which  they  are  destiued  to  bo  made  tributary  to  those  who 
wield  capital,  connected  with  political  power.  Tho  whole 
banking  system  there  is  a  political  substitute  for  the  stand- 
ing armies  of  Europe,  without  which  the  capitalists  of  the 
North  would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a  loss  of  power. 

Sir,  these  are  my  sentiments,  and  1  believe  that,  as  far 
as  our  people  aro  concerned,  we  are  not  compelled  to  resort 
to  those  artificial  institutions  of  society  by  which  non-slave- 
holding  regions  seek  to  delude  and  deceive  their  victims. 
No,  sir,  we  avow  to  the  world  that  we  own  our  black  pop- 
ulation, and  will  maintain  that  ownership,  if  needs  be,  to 
the  last  extremity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  maintaining  these  peculiar  sentiments, 
and  in  proclaiming  the  peculiar  identity  of  interest  existing 
between  the  capitalists  of  the  slaveholding  region  and  the 
democracy  of  tho  North,  I  am  aware  that  1  come  under  de- 
nunciation, and  am  liable  to  the  charge,  from  certain  qimr- 
tcrs,  of  being  a  "  locofoco."  For  maintaining  my  own 
rights  and  interests  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  those  I 
represent,  I  may  be  called  a  «•  locofoco ;"  but  this  name 
shall  never  terrify  or  deter  me,  when  the  question  arise*, 
fron  maintaining  the  interests  of  thiwe  with  whom  I  ex- 
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peel  to  live  and  hope  to  die.    And,  sir,  when  gentlemen 
tell  me  three  thing*,  I  tell  them  I  proclaim  the  doctrinca  of 
Jefferson,  that  the  democracy  of  the  North  are  the  natural 
of  tho  South  ;  and  thin  ariaea  from  peculiar  interests, 
which  I,  for  one,  am  not  dUpoeed  to  sacrifice  on  this  floor. 
*•  Locofoco!"    Gentlemen  •earn  to  raise  up  that  name  an 
a  ghost  to  create  terror  and  alarm.    The  progress  and  ten-  I 
dency  of  thinga  to  be  carried  away  by  prejudices  and  party  1 
feelings  are  monstrous.    Why,  air,  it  was  bat  the  other 
night,  that,  while  holding  a  portrait  of  John  Milton  in  my 
hand,  a  very  estimable  friend  of  mine  looked  at  it,  sneer- 
ingly,  and  denounced  him  as  a  "  locofoco '."    John  Mil- 
ton a  locofoco  !    And  pray,  air,  who  was  he  but  a  man, 
the  grandeur  of  whose  soul,  and  the  splendor  of  whoee  ge- 
nius, breathed  not  only  inspiration  into  poetry,  but  threw 
a  halo  of  glory  over  those  burning  pages  which  be  devoted 
to  English  liberty  1    Sir,  it  is  nature  for  those  small  birds 
that  hop  from  branch  to  branch  in  the  shrubs  of  the  forest 
to  gaxe  with  envy  and  hatred  uiwn  tho  noble  eagle  as  he 
fours  aloft  in  the  sunbeams  of  heaven,  whose  brow  defies 
even  the  concentrated  fury  of  the  elements,  and  whose  eye 
scans  in  scorn  the  earth  beneath  him.   If  John  Milton  was 
a  "  locofoco,"  then  f,  too,  glory  in  catching,  if  lean,  one 
live  coal  from  off*  that  aliar  which  he  hallowed  and  conse- 
crated to  the  everlasting  rights  of  man. 

Sir,  if  I  maintain  the  universal  freedom  of  the  white  race, 
and  the  Inalienable  righta  of  man,  shall  I  be  deterred  from 
my  position  by  the  contemptible  name  of  "  locofoco  t" 
The  scribbling  writers  of  the  day  may  rail  me  what  they 
please ;  their  denunciations  have  no  terrors.  I  scorn  and 
despise  them. 

Perhaps,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  sentiments  I  am  about 
to  utter,  I  may  be  considered  aa  behind  the  age,  and  they 
will  be  regarded  as  very  singular,  if  not  unpalatable,  by 
gentlemen  ra  tad  from  their  infancy  in  large  cities,  or  un- 
der the  controlling  influence  of  newspaper  essays.  But 
my  excuse  for  entertaining  them  is,  that  the  people  among 
whom  I  was  educated  and  trained  up  are  also  peculiar  in 
their  habits  and  their  institutions,  and  partake  more  of  the 
impress  of  antiquity  than  of  modern  improvements.  And 
I  confess  to  you,  air,  that  I  feel  for  them  a  lingering  affec- 
tion and  attachment,  because  they  were  the  customs  and 
the  habits  of  those  ancestors  who  have  given  to  us  all  that 
we  inherit  in  virtuo  and  freedom.  I  do  not  believe  much 
in  the  great  blessings  of  your  modern  forma  of  society,  and 
the  great  "  improvements  of  the  age."    T  do  not  believe 


the  intellectual  and  moral  endowments  of  man  have  been 
advanced  or  elevated  of  recent  years.  8ir,  f  admire  the 
people  who  have  gone  before  os,  and  bequeathed  and  trans- 
mitted examples  worthy  of  our  admiration.  It  is  true  w« 
have  more  wealth,  more  enterprise,  more  speculation,  and 
more  of  the  gaudy  abow  and  pomp,  and  temptations  of 
commerce  and  luiury  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  heart  is  concern- 
ed, as  far  aa  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  concerned, 
I  do  not  believe  man  baa  advanced  for  the  last  ten  years. 
No,  sir.  It  may  he  from  my  peculiar  situation  that  I  en- 
tertain these  sentiment*.  You  have  drawn  together  the 
world  ;  you  have  mado  your  splendid  works  of  improve- 
ment, by  which  contented  and  remoter  paru  of  society  have 
been  drawn  under  the  temptations  and  vicissitudes  of  spec- 
ulation ;  you  have  your  credit  and  banking  rystem,  by 
which  all  Christendom  has  been  coneentrsted  into  one  con- 
solidated living  maw,  and  we  have  been  brought  by  that 
nystem  to  bow  in  subjection  before  the  tanks  and  bankers 
of  London  and  Wall  street ;  and  we  look  with  more  inter- 
est and  admiration  upon  the  movements  of  Shy  locks,  ga- 
thered together  in  the  exchange*  of  commercial  cities,  than 
we  do  to  those  noble  pages  of  hUtory  which  transmit  to  us 
the  glory  of  arms  or  oratory. 

Our  people  aro  enmumed  with  avarice,  deep,  absorbing, 
unfeeling,  mean  avarice.  Yes,  sir,  selfishness,  hypocrisy, 
fraud,  and  cunning,  seem  to  me  to  I*  the  great  character- 


istics of  modern  times,  instead  of  that  lofty  heroism,  that 
devoted  valor,  that  burning  patriotism,  which  characterized 
former  and  better  daya.  True,  air,  we  develop  more  phy- 
sical resources;  but  is  there  more  sentiment,  more  virtue, 
more  honesty  1  What  is  it  that  constitutes  a  great  peo- 
ple ?  Is  it  power — is  it  wealth — ia  it  numbers  t  No,  air. 
It  is  virtue — valor — devoted  patriotism — arms — eloquence, 
and  letters.  These  are  qualities  that  have  covered  others 
with  immortality,  and  kindle  in  the  heart  of  man  all  that 
is  noble  and  spirit  stirring. 

All  society  seems  now  to  receive  its  hue  and  cast  from 
those  who  hold  the  moneyed  power  of  the  world.  Even 
our  interior  villages,  painted  as  they  are,  and  dressed  up 
in  all  their  ahow,  receive  in  submission  their  fashions  from 
the  dandies  of  Broadway,  and  kneel  in  reverence  before 
the  molten  images  that  idolaters  raire  up  for  worship  in 
Wall  street  and  London.  The  tendency  of  all  these  things 
is  to  constitute  society  into  one  living  mars ;  and  I  war 
against  it  because,  if  it  succeed,  my  peculiar  section,  and 
the  peculiar  institutions  existing  in  it,  will  be  overwhelmed. 

In  reference,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  details  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  I  will  only  say  that  upon  that  point  I 
have  my  own  peculiar  notions.  But  the  bill  n*&ert«  a  great 
principle  for  which  I  contend — the  principle  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  identified  with  the  liberties  of  this  country.  I 
will  go  for  it,  and  hold  the  administration  responsible  for 
its  detaila.  I  do  not  choose  to  propose  any  amendment  in 
those  details,  for  if  it  be  bunglingly  or  injudiciously  ar- 
ranged I  will  not  be  held  responsible.  I  go  for  it,  air,  be- 
cause it  asserts  those  principles  which  belong  to  the  consti- 
tution of  my  country  ;  but  I  leave  the  details  to  the  admin- 
istration to  execute,  and  I  shall  hold  them  responsible  for 
if.  I  go  for  that  great  leading  feature  which  separates  this 
Government  from  all  connexion  whatever  with  State  banks, 
or  any  great  money  institution  here.  I  am  for  it,  because 
I  have  seen  the  fatal  consequences  upon  the  Government 
and  banks  themselves. 

Sir,  we  have  had  these  institutions,  as  I  said  before,  en- 
tering directly  and  indirectly  into  the  political  canvass  of 
the  day,  dispensing  power,  and  controlling,  as  I  believe,  to 
a  great  extent,  the  elective  franchise ;  and  we  have  seen 
the  results,  and  have  heard  the  shouts  of  triumph  raised 
around  the  funeral  pile  here  upon  which  the  constitution 
was  placed,  and,  a  fiendish  joy  seemed  to  light  the  counte- 
nances of  hundreds,  even  while  the  smoke  thereof  rose  as 
a  sweet  incense  to  that  popular  idol  which  we  were  all 
called  upon  to  kneel  down  and  worship  before,  as  the  only 
true  and  living  image  of  democracy.  And  am  I  now  to 
put  this  Government  in  the  same  position  again  ?  Let 
gentlemen  beware  how  they  unite  the  political  with  the 
banking  power  again.  Have  we  not  seen  enough  to  give 
us  lessons  of  wisdom  in  the  dreadful  consequences  that 
have  resulted  from  warring  upon  the  institutions  of  the 
country  !  And,,  air,  in  this  conflict,  who  have  been  the 
greatest  sufferers!  The  industry  of  the  country — men 
who  have  vested  their  all  in  the  enterprise  of  the  day,  and 
who  have  been  left  to  the  mercy  of  contending  foes.  It  is 
to  separate  these,  and  to  avoid  this  result  in  future,  that  I 
am  for  this  bill;  for  who  can  look  at  the  future,  and  not 
see  how  some  bold  and  designing  demagogue  may  desire  to 
rise  into  power,  and  contend  for  political  influence,  by 
calling  up  the  basest  passions  and  prejudices  against  any 
institution  which  you  may  deem  to  be  stable  and  fixed  * 
He  miy  wage  a  war  of  extermination,  and  may  ride  over 
the  law*  of  his  country.  I  de-ire  no  such  conflict,  in  which 
the  honesty,  the  industry,  and  the  enterprise  of  all  will  be 
left  to  the  mercy  of  factions  contending  for  power  over  en 
institution  in  which  the  destinies  of  this  country,  through 
it*  currency,  are  to  be  placed.  And  if  such  a  contest  should 
come,  1  could  not  with  any  heart  sustain  an  institution 
which  I  believe  to  be  against  the  constitution  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  my  friend  (and  I  use  the  term  in  no  idle 
manner)  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wigs]  the  other  day  warned 
me  that  on  tbia  measure  I  should  be  <•  left  in  the  lurch." 
Sir,  on  a  question  of  thin  kind,  aiiecting  the  liberties  of  my 
country,  I  never  stop  to  inquire  whether  I  shall  he  "left  in 
tho  lurch"  or  not.  I  nerer  atop  to  inquire  who  may  be 
with  me,  or  who  may  be  against  me,  on  a  question  of  thai 
character.  All  I  ask  myself  ia,  ia  it  a  constitutional  propo- 
sition, and  if  U  be  right  and  correct  to  maintain  it  1  I  never 
stop  to  inquire  who  ia  with  me  or  who  ia  against  me.  The 
mere  triumphs  of  party  I  disregard.  I  throw  aside  parly 
considerations  where  a  great  question  ia  concerned,  in  which 
the  liberties  and  destinies  of  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  involved.  On  aueh  a  question,  air,  I  subscribe 
to  no  party  creed.  Let  me  also  say  to  Iboee  gentlemen 
who  aoppose  that  the  tide  of  popularity  upon  which  they 
are  now  floating  ia  forever  to  aet  in  one  direction,  that  they 
will  6od  the  future  full  of  bitterness  and  disappointment 
Let  them  not  labor  under  the  fatal  deluaion  that  the  lel- 
newspapcrs  of  the  day  are  to  create  that 
which  ia  to  endure  through  time.  Let  them 
that  deep-settled,  abiding  opinion,  which  ia 
to  come  bsck  to  us  from  the  enlightened  and  reflecting 
freemen  of  this  country — come  back  to  us  upon  the  set- 
tled conviction  of  what  ia  true,  of  what  ia  constitutional, 
of  what  ia  for  the  good  of  the  Government  and  the  people. 

Let  us  all  look  to  that  deep  and  fixed  public  opinion, 
formed  upon  enlightened  conviction  and  sound  discretion. 
Allow  me  now  to  say,  in  the  noble  language  of  Lord 
Mamtield,  that  those  who  have  foregone  that  pleading  ad- 
viser, and  given  up  their  minds  to  be  the  stave  of  every 
popular  impulse,  I  sincerely  pity.  I  pity  them  still  more  if 
their  vanity  leads  them  to  mistake  the  shouts  o/  a  mob  for 
the  trumpet  of  fame.  Experience  might  inform  them  that 
many  who  have  received  the  huzzas  of  a  crowd  one  day 
have  been  visited  with  its  execrations  the  next.  'And  many 
who,  by  the  popularity  of  the  times,  have  been  held  up  us 
spotless  patriot*,  have  nevertheless  appeared  upon  the  bis 
torian's  page,  where  truth  baa  triumphed  over  delusion,  the 
assassins  of  liberty. 

When  Mr.  Pickxss  had  concluded, 
Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  be  woukl  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  under  debate,  when  its  friends  bad 
put  it  into  the  ahape  in  which  they  wished  it  to  pass. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  of- 
fer any  amend  menu  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  GARLAND  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  another 
bill,  (heretofore  indicated  by  him,)  which  be  aent  to  the 
Chair. 

The  amendment  being  read,  Mr.  Gariand  said  be  did 
not  intend  to  address  the  committee  at  the  present  time  on 
bis  proposition,  but  would  do  so,  unless  some  other  genthv 
man  wished  to  precede  him. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  had  not  riaen  to  debate  this  bill.  He 
would  suggest  that  the  committee  take  up  the  merchants' 
bill,  laying  that  now  before  them  aside  for  the  pro- 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  arsented  to  this  a  i  ran  Re  mem,  and 
moved  to  take  up  Senate  hill  No.  8,  being  that  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  PaiLLira. 

Tbia  proposition  was  sustained  by  the  committee,  by  a 
vote  of  88  to  M. 

DUTIES  ON  MERCHANTS'  B0ND8. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  second  section  thereof,  which  was  as  fol- 


"Sec  *.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  additional 
-redit  of  nine  months,  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  upon  outstanding  duty  bonds,- shall  be  41  port  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  granted  upon  air  bonds  for  duties 


which  may  be  given  during  the  period  of  one  year  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven." 

The  committee,  having  adopted  this  amendment,  lose 
and  reported  the  bill,  thus  amended,  to  the  House  ;  and  the 
question  arising  ns  to  the  concurrence  of  the  House  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  proposed  Miu-ndment, 
Mr.  TITUS  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to  the 

and  had  proceeded  hut  a  little  way,  when 
The  House  look  a  receaa  till  4  o'clock. 


Erxsiito  Srssiox. 

The  House  met  after  recess.  Very  u  w  members  being 
in  their  seats,  there  was  a  call  of  the  House ;  which,  having 
proceeded  for  some  time,  war  suspended. 

The  question  still  being  on  the  following  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  from  tho 
Senate,  further  to  defer  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  via: 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  credit  ««C 
three  and  six  months  ■.hall  he  allowed  on  the  duty  on  ail 
merchandise  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be  imported  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next,  upon  which  the 
duties  aie  payable  in  cash,  and  that  the  bonds  received  for 
such  duties  shall  be  payable  in  equal  instalments,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  shall  he 
in  the  form  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  existing 
lawa  and  by  this  act" 

Mr.  TITUS  said  he  had  hoped  that  some  of  the  honor- 
able members  of  this  House,  whose  character  and  talents 
would  have  given  weight  to  their  opinions,  would  have 
thought  proper  to  address  the  House  upon  the  bill  before  it. 
He  waa  aware  that  viewe  similar  to  his  own  were  entertain- 
ed by  very  many  upon  this  floor,  but  the  disposition  gener- 
ally manifested,  seemed  to  render  hopeless  any  opposition 
to  tho  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  .Means.  Viewing  it,  however,  as 
he  did,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  discussion,  ho  felt  it  to 
be  his  doty  to  give,  very  briefly,  his  objections  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  House. 

Tho  first  section  of  the  .bill  grants  an  extension  in  the 
time  of  payment  on  all  revenue  bonds  of  nine  months.  To 
that  he  had  no  objection.  The  condition  of  the  times  un- 
questionably requires  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  will  render 
the  payment  ultimately  more  certain,  and  it  may,  moreover, 
tend  in  some  degree  to  relieve  those  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  importing  interest  Still,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  only  just  and  tenable  ground  upon  »hich  an  ex- 
tension could  be  granted,  was  the  additional  satt-tv  attained 
by  that  extension. 

But  neither  the  second  section  of  the  bill  nor  the  amend- 
ment offered,  can  be  entertained  upon  the  priuciplo  of  in- 
creased security,  or  of  relief  to  any  portion  of  tho  commu- 
nity, except  the  merchants.  There  is  no  indebtedness  to 
the  Government  that  the  amendment  propose*  to  secure  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  releases  in  these  days  of  non-payment, 
from  the  custody  of  the  Government  the  merchandise  held 
in  security  for  cash  duties,  and  proposes  the  substitution  of 
a  lengthened  credit  upon  bonds,  subject  of  course  to  the 
contingencies  of  the  times. 

He  was  opposed  to  this  portion  of  the  bill,  as  well  in  re- 
gard to  its  practical  effect  »»  to  its  violating  a  settled  prin- 
ciple of  existing  laws.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
laws  in  relation  to  revenue  were  proper  and  just ;  they  had 
been  a  subject  of  exciting  interest  and  profound  discussion 
during  a  long  period,  and  were  finally  settled  in  the  spirit 
of  compromise  ainid  the  convulsions  of  the  nation.  Were 
they  to  be  lightly  disturbed  t  Were  they  to  l«c  approached 
without  great  and  apparent  causes  1  However  unimport- 
ant in  that  point  of  view  the  present  proposition  might  ap- 
pear to  the  House,  it  acted  forcibly  upon  his  mind.  It 
was  well  known  to  this  House  and  to  the  nation,  that  at 
the  Ust  session  of  Congress  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Mean*,  with  its  present  chairman  at  its  head,  introduced  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  dutie*  on  imports.  It  bore  in  (hat  cbar- 
ncler  too  unfavorable  an  aspect  to  meet  support,  and  WM 
abandoned. 

The  subject  is  now  approached  with  more  caution,  and 
we  are  only  presented  with  the  first  step  by  which  the  lad- 
der is  to  be  mounted  ;  another  is  about  being  introduced, 
which,  if  accepted,  will  scatter  to  the  winds  whatever  of 
protection,  if  protection  it  can  be  called,  that  ihe  producing 
receive. 


The  proposition,  then,  being  to  that  effect,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  approach 
the  subject  directly  ;  that  they  should  toe  the  mark,  ami  in- 
troducea  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  duties  on  imports. 
Its  object  would  then  be  understood,  and  the  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  act  advisedly. 

The  practical  operation  of  this  bill  will  be  to  increase, 
and  throw  into  market,  the  already  excessive  importations 
of  goods,  paying,  by  existing  laws,  cn*h  duties.  The 
means  obtained  by  the  bounty  of  Government  will  famish 
forth  new  importations ;  and  none  can  act  with  such  dele- 
terious effect  upon  the  labor  and  interests  of  the  producing 
classes  as  those  of  thin  character;  and  an  acquiescence  in 
the  demand  of  the  commercial  interest  will  fall  with  pecu- 
liar hardship  upon  that  extensive  class  of  the  people.  They 
suffer  not  only  in  common  with  sll  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, but,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  they,  in  effect, 
■re  required  to  furnish  forth  the  means  to  enable  the  im- 
porters, by  further  unnecessary  importations,  still  more  to 
injure  and  depress  Ihctn. 

Gentlemen  ate  aware  that  merchandise  paying  cash  du- 
ties, as  embraced  in  this  bill,  consists  of  wool,  wnotti  n 
goods,  and  goods  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part.  We 
have  been  told  in  this  hall  that  oar  manufactories  are  gen- 
erally suspended  in  their  business;  that  thousands  of  our 
citizens  connected  with  them  are  out  of  employment,  and 
are  in  a  condition  of  want  and  suffering;  and  it  is  well 
known  by  those  conversant  in  such  matters  that  the  price 
of  goods  of  this  description  is  depressed  beyond  all  former 
precedent.  The  quantity  on  hand  of  this  kind  of  goods, 
foreign  and  domestic,  is  immense ;  end  the  amount  of  wool 
in  the  warehouses,  and  remaining  yet  in  the  hands  of  the 
producers,  scattered  over  the  northern  half  of  the  Union, 
cannot  be  less  in  value  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

Does  not  this  stale  of  things  exhibit  embarrassment  and 
distress  to  an  extent  that  does  not  require  legislative  enact- 
ments to  increase  it  1  Shall  tbe  command— he  believed 
the  term  was  not  inappropriate— of  the  commercial  interest 
add  to  the  general  calamity,  by  screening  themselves  from 
tho  effects  of  their  own  imprudence,  and  throwing  it  with 
appalling  force  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  producing  class- 
es, whom  that  imprudence  has  already  so  severely  injured  1 
It  is  true  that  those  classes  arc  not  asking  for  relief;  they 
disdain  to  prefer  tbe  mendicant's  prayer  j  but,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  they  pull  off 
their  coats,  roll  up  their  sleeves,  and  go  to  work. 

He  had  said  that  the  distresses  of  the  people  were  prin- 
cipally caused  by  the  imprudence  of  the  commercial  inter- 
est. It  was  generally  conceded  that  they  bad  proceeded 
mainly  from  over-trading;  but,  to  his  mind,  a  proper  dis- 
tinction bad  not  been  taken  as  regards  the  kind  or  char- 
acter of  over-trading.  £o  far  as  the  individual  concerned 
is  affected,  no  distinction  exists;  bat  it  must  he  borne  in 
raind  that,  however  severe  the  revulsions  in  business  may 
at  nny  time  be  among  a  great  people,  a  vast  majority  of 
individuals  are  not  materially  affected  by  it — o  vast  majority 
do  not  incur  liabilities  that  create  embarrassment  Hence, 
when  the  balance  of  trade  is  not  against  ua  with  foreign 
notions,  our  immense  domestic  operations  are  not  impeded ; 
and,  although  in  their  c  x  ceases  individuals  will  suffer,  cap- 
ital is  not  diverted  from  its  accustomed  channels;  it 
bands  within  a  circle  over  which  it  la  not 


to  paw.  A  brief  view  of  onr  own  condition  will  establish 
that  position.  Our  domestic  operations,  including  current 
business  and  general  indebtedness,  reach  to  an  amount  of 
which  it  is  difficult  even  to  form  an  opinion.  We  have* 
no  data  to  direct  us  but  what  is  derived  from  our 
knowledge  of  indebtedness  to  banks,  but  he  thought  bei 
more  likely  to  be  below  than  above  the  mark  in  placing  it 
at  two  thousand  millions  per  annum. 

This  immense  business  had  at  all  times  been  transacted 
without  difficulty,  when  balances  abroad  had  not  pressed 
too  heavily  upon  us.  No  revulsions  under  such  circum- 
stances had  taken  place,  and  all  the  efforts  to  that  end  that 
were  made  by  politicians  and  others,  in  1 834,  were  abort- 
ive. No  efforts  could  have  been  more  animated,  nor  means 
more  powerful  applied,  to  create  confusion  and  produce 
disaster ;  but  tbe  energy  and  resources  of  the  people,  not 
being  crippled  by  foreign  demand*,  tbe  payment  of  which 
required  the  basis  of  our  paper  currency,  bore  up  triumph- 
antly and  successfully  against  the  storm.  In  illustration  of 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  would  adduce  a  remark  of  an 
English  statesmen  in  comparing  the  relative  condition  of 
England  and  the  United  States  in  the  present  crisis.  He 
said  that  tbe  former,  with  a  national  debt  of  eight  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  sterling,  and  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  mil- 
lions sterling  upon  the  people,  was  prosperous  and  unem- 
barrassed, and  its  industry  and  trade  not  materially  affect- 
ed; whilst,  on  the  contrary,  tho  Government  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  with  a  surplus  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the 
people  comparatively  no  taxes  to  pay,  yet  the  Government 
and  the  ]>cople  were  alike  bankrupt.  Without  literally 
adopting  these"  positions,  they  nevertheless  went  cleat ly  to 
elucidate  to  his  mind  the  effects  of  the  commercial  action 
of  the  two  countries.  England  has  no  balances  against 
her,  and  hence  the  comparatively  partial  evil  abe  experien- 
ces; whilst  tbe  balance  against  us  required,  in  its  liquida- 
tion, the  o«in  of  the  country — the  basis  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency. The  step  taken  was  inevitable.  The  basis  of  our 
currency  would  have  been  swept  from  tbe  country  but  for 
the  proper  and  jwstifiable  coarse  of  those  who  held  it  in 
possession.  Had  England  received  her  dues,  she  would, 
of  course,  not  have  fell  the  blow ;  but  had  we  promptly 
paid  our  debt*  we  should  have  been  ruined. 

In  establishing  the  position  that  the  present  state  of 
things  has  been  produced  principully  by  over-trading,  the 
condition  of  England  hue  been  assimilated  to  ours,  and  her 
embarrawmcuU  ascribed  to  the  same  causes.  In  his  judg- 
ment, however,  there  was  a  material,  a  radical  diffeience: 
our  over-trading  consisted  in  buying  too  much,  in  buying 
more  than  we  can  pay  for,  of  foreign  countries.  The  over- 
trading of  England,  on  the  contrary,  consista  in  selling 
more  than  ahe  can  obtain  pay  for,  and  tbe  losers  only  feel 
the  effect,  without  its  pervading  all  branches  of  business. 
Our  over  trading  abroad,  as  before  remarked,  in  creating 
balances  against  as,  affects,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  all 
classes  of  community  by  its  operation  on  the  currency.  He 
liozardrd  little  in  sayinv  that  excessive  importations  bad 
been  the  forerunner  of  all  the  severe  revulsions  we  had  felt 
for  the  laM  twenty  years.  That  of  18 IB  must  be  familiar 
to  most  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  thought  no 
individual  could  doubt  its  ca  use.  It  operated  with  extreme 
severity ;  and,  however  great  may  be  the  embarrassment 
and  suffering  of  tbe  commercial  interest  at  the  present 
time,  the  general  distress  at  that  period  was  incomparably 
greater  than  it  now  is.  Our  numerous  manufacturing 
establishments,  with  eearely  a  single  exception,  were 
overwhelmed  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Thousands  of  farms 
changed  proprietors,  and  those  who  but  yesterday  thought 
themselves  secure  in  a  certain,  though  perhaps  humble  in- 
dependence,  were  on  the  morrow  tenants  of  their  former 
freeholds.  And  it  may  not  be' unworthy  of  remark  that 
they  asked  not*  received  not,  any  of  the  bounties  of  Gov- 
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He  had  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  difficulties  com- 
plained of  by  the  commercial  interest.  Public  fame,  as 
well  as  the  documents  before  us  on  that  subject,  establish 
that  fact;  and  he  should  hope,  for  the  honor  of  humanity, 
that  that  distress  mu»t  be  deep  indeed,  that  could  bring  be- 
fore us,  begging;  alms,  that  class  of  our  citizens  who,  in 
their  own  estimation,  and,  as  it  would  sppear,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  this  House,  were  first  in  importance  as  tbey 
were  in  wealth. 

He  trusted  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
would  nfford  them  great  relief ;  at  all  event*,  it  wan  their 
proportion  of  the  bounties  of  Government.  He  considered 
the  second  section,  as  well  as  the  amendment  offered,  went 
to  increase,  by  the  aid  of  the  Government,  an  evil  which 
had,  to  a  great  extent,  been  checked  by  its  own  excesses. 
Importations,  embraced  in  the  amendment,  being  principal- 
ly from  the  west  of  Europe,  had  in  general  been  ordered 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  embarrassments. 
The  importers  were  consequently  aware  of  their  inability, 
if  that  inability  exists,  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  revenue  laws.  If,  then,  they  have  knowingly  and  pur- 
posely plunged  in  beyond  their  depth,  thry  should  be  left, 
as  the  great  ma*s  of  their  fellow  citizens  are,  to  get  out  of 
their  difficulties,  without  the  special  bounties  of  the  Govern* 
ment.  He  would  say  no  more  except  to  express  the  hope, 
though  apparently  a  vain  one,  that  those  who  bad  contrib- 
uted to  the  establishment  of  the  present  revenue  laws,would 
feel  and  see  the  propriety  of  rendering  them  permanent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  inquired  of  Mr.  t 'am  bbrlrh©  whether 
the  amendment  waa  intended  to  cover  goods  now  in  the 
custom-house,  as  well  as  those  which  should  be  bonded 
between  now  and  the  lot  of  November'?  , 

Mr.  CA.V1BRELENG  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  E.  then  said  there  waa  one  view  in  which  the  bill 
would  opeiate  rather  favorably  to  the  manufacturers.  The 
merchants  would  be  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  either 
selling  their  goods  at  auction,  or  reshipping  them;  and  no 
doubt  many  would  prefer  to  reship,  which  would  operate 
favorably  to  our  own  manufacturers.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  as  being,  in  this  view,  preferable  to  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  CA.MBRELENG  made  a  verbal  modification  of  the 
amendment,  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  applying  to  goods 
now  in  store:  instead  of  "shall  be"  imported,  to  insert 
"  shall  have  been,  or  may  be ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MENEFEE,  after  a  few  remarks,  not  heard  by  the 
reporter,  moved  to  amend  the  committee's  amendment-  by 
adding  the  following  proviso: 

"Provided,  furtlter.  That  all  others  in  anywise  in- 
debted to  the  United  States,  except  for  public  moneys  re- 
ceived, shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinbefore  prescribed.'' 

The  amendment  wss  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  mo<ed  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  This  motion  he  made,  al- 
though himself  personally  rather  favorable  to  the  bill,  from 
a  sense  of  duty  a«  chairman  of  that  committee  which  was 
charged  with  the  guardianship  of  the  manufacturing  interest. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  DUNN,  of  Indians,  moved  that  the  following  be 
added  as  a  new  section  to  the  bill : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persona  indebted 
on  such  extended  bonds  may  pay  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof." 

Mr.  D.  supported  the  amendment  by  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length,  in  which  he  insisted  on  the  justice  and  good 
policy  of  such  a  measure. 

After  some  explanations  between  him  and  Mr.  Cam- 
bbklsxo,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
oil!,  and  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  carried 
without  a  count :  whereupon  the  bill  waa  read  a  third  time 
as  amended-,  and  passed. 


CLAIMS  UPON  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  P.  O.  J.  Smith,  of  Maine, 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ad- 
just the  remaining  claims  against  the  late  deposits  banks. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
inserting  a  substitute,  the  object  of  which  is  to  extend  the 
proposed  indulgence  to  the  banks  from  three,  six,  and 
nine  months  to  nine,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months. 

After  a  brief  explanation  of  the  points  in  which  his 
amendment  differed  from  the  Senate's  bill,  he  proposed  to 
fill  the  blank  by  inserting  the  word  "  five,"  so  as  to  redd 
"five  per  cent." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  supported  the  amend- 
menj,  and  went  into  a  statement  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  banks  of  Louisiana,  whence  he  argued  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  granting  them  further  time*;  but,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  he  contended 
that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  from  all  payment  cf  interest. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  one  of  the  late  depos- 
its banks  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  pit  Dated  in  the  district  he  represented, 
he  would  explain  the  transactions  between  that  bank  and 
the  Government,  by  way  of  showing  that  the  indulgence 
proposed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Gablaitb]  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile, 
had,  since  it  was  made  n  depository  of  the  public  money, 
less  then  four  years  ago,  received  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
sury upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  had,  with- 
out expense  or  loss  to  the  Government,  faithfully  disbursed 
and  paid  over  this  large  sum,  with  the  exception  of  a  bal- 
ance of  shout  nine  hundred  thousnnd  dollars,  the  amount 
now  due  from  the  bank.  More  than  three  millions  of  the 
sum  received  on  deposrte  at  Mob  le  had,  as  Mr.  Lroir  was 
informed,  been  transferred  by  the  bsnk  to  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  cities,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, when  funds  at  the  North  were,  in  Mobile,  worth 
from  1  to  2  per  cent,  more  than  par.  The  bank,  he  Raid, 
had  made,  as  it  was  supposed,  ample  provision  to  trans- 
fer the  balance  due  the  Government  to  the  North,  where 
it  was  understood  payment  of  the  amount  would  be  pre- 
ferred by  the  Treasury  Department.  They  had  purchased 
exchange  on  New  York  and  Liverpool  to  a  large  amount, 
drawn  upon  the  authority  of  letters  of  credit  supposed  to 
be  perfectly  good,  and  drawn,  too,  in  execution  of  orders 
for  the  purchase  of  cotton.  A  very  large  amount  of  these 
bills,  upwards  of  three  millions,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
had  been  dishonored  and  returned  to  the  bank,  without 
even  the  payment  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  cotton  ac- 
tually shipped.  The  bank  had  been  compelled  to  look  to 
the  drawers  and  endorsers  of  these  bills  for  payment,  and 
to  give  time  to  the  parties. 

In  addition  to  the  delay  in  collecting  the  money,  which 
moot  necessarily  result  from  such  a  state  of  things,  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  lo<*  would 
ensue  to  the  bsnk.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
extend  to  the  bank  such  indulgence  as  that  institution 
found  it  necessary  and  proper,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  to  allow  to  its  debtors. 

'  He  said  the  failure  of  this  bank  to  pay  punctually  the 
balance  due  the  Government  had  resulted  from  no  want  of 
good  faiib  in  its  dealings.  It  might  have  discounted  too 
liberally  upon  the  public  depositee,  and  be  believed  had 
done  so ;  but  the  hank  would,  at  all  times,  have  been 
ready  to  have  discharged  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury,  but 
for  tbe  sudden  embarrahsmeuts  which  had  fallen  upon  the 
whole  country,  ami  prevented  tbe  debtors  of  tbe  bank  «rom 
meeting  punctually  their  engagements  with  it.  *  He  bad 
before  had  occasion  to  state  to  the  Huum>  that  the  amount 
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which  had  accumulated  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  in 
Mobile  had  not  been  deposited  in  specie.  The  amount 
wan  principally  in  bank  bills,  anJ  bad  accrued  from  the 
sale  of  lands  for  which  the  Government  had  received  what 
i  a  liberal  price — more,  per  hap*,  in  many  in. 
than  the  same  land,  in  its  unimproved  sW, 
would  now  sell  for. 

Mr.  Ltok  said  he  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
House  a  fact  which,  in  his  judgment,  would  afford  an  ex- 
cuse to  the  hank  at  Mobile,  and,  he  supposed,  to  other  de- 
posite  banks  also,  for  discounting  somewhat  liberally  upen 
the  public  depositee. 

The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  selecting  the  de- 
posite  banks,  had  odvUcd  them  to  afford  increased  facilities 
to  commerce.  He  read  the  following  extract  from  a  cir- 
cular issued  by  the  Department  to  the  hanks : 

"  The  deposites  of  the  public  money  will  enable  you  to 
afford  increased  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to  extend  your 
accommodation,  to  individuals ;  and,  as  the  duties  which 
are  payable  to  the  Government  arise  from  the  business  and 
enterprise  of  the  merchants  engsged  in' foreign  trade,  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  they  should  be  preferred  in  the  addi- 
tional accommodation  which  the  public  depositee  will  en- 
able  your  institution-  to  give,  whenever  it  can  be  done 
without  injustice  to  the  claims  of  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity." 

The  Bank  of  Mobile  had  (said  Mr.  Ltor)  afforded  facil- 
ities to  commerce,  and  bad  extended  >sccomuiodntions  to 
persons  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  The  directors  could  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  havo  justified  a  refusal  to  dis- 
count upon  the  public  deposites  to  persons  in  need  of  bank 
accommodations  and  abn  to  secure  the  repayment  of  the 
money.  The  public  deputies  had,  shortly  before  this 
time,  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*, 
and  many  persons  engaged  in  business,  who  luul  before 
looked  to  the  branches  of  that  institution  for  accommoda- 
tions, had  to  go  elsewhere  for  such  facilities.  This  was 
no  doubt  the  cause  of  the  advice  given  by  the  Secretary  ; 
and,  situated  aa  the  country  was  at  the  time,  no  one  can 
be  surprised  that  the  advice  was  pursued,  even  to  a  liberal 
extent,  by  the  banks.  He  referred  to  these  facts  lor  no 
other  reason  than  to  show  that  the  late  depositc  bank  at 
Mobile  bad  not  acted  in  bad  faith  in  failing  to  pay  over 
promptly  the  balance  due  from  it-  All  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, taken  together,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  (said 
Mr.  L.,)  to  excuse  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  balance 
remaining  due;  but,  if  required,  interest  on  the  amount 
would  be  paid.  He  thought  the  indulgence  proposed  for 
the  pnyrnent  of  the  balance  due  could  not  be  considered 


Mr.  Lrox  said  he  felt  leas  concern  about  the  banks 
themselves  than  he  did  about  those  who  were  indebted  to 
the  in.  If  the  banks  were  pressed,  and  early  payment  re- 
quired, the  injury  would  fall,  not  upon  the  banks,  but  up- 
on the  people.  If  the  Government  should  resort  to  coer- 
cive measures  against  the  banks,  they  would,  in  turn,  fall 
upon  those  who  owed  them,  and,  in  many  cases,  sacrifices 
of  property  and  ruin  to  individuals  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. Ho  hoped  the  claims  would  be  divided  into  ea>y 
instalments.  The  banks  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  pay 
them  punctually,  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  a  corre- 
sponding indulgence  to  their  debtors.  He  bad  no  olrjection 
to  the  security  required.  The  Government  had  already 
the  8tate  for  security  for  the  balance  due  from  the  bank  at 
Mobile. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  clause  in  reference  to  interest. 

Mr.  L00MI8,  of  New  York,  took  the  opposite  side, 
inveighing  ogainst  the  injustice  of  eetiing  the  banks  free 
from  interest  on  their  debt  to  the  Government,  while  the 
Government  itself,  which  their  non-payment  had  reduced 

at  six  per  cent.,  (for  the 


Treasury  note  bill  allowed  the  Secretary  to  pay  as  high  as 
that.)  The  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  relieve  the  banks 
themselves,  which,  an  such,  were  entitled  U>I' 
but  to  relieve  the  people  through  them. 

Mr.   LOOMIS  and  Mr.   MARTIN  each 
amendments  to  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  POPE  made  some  rematks  in  reference  to  the 
course  of  trade  in  the  West,  snd  the  season  of  the  year  iu 
which  it  would  be  the  easiest  for  the  banks  to  pay ;  and 
suggested  a  modification  which  should  bring,  their  term  of 
payment  in  July. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  now  adverting  to  the  noise  and 
confusion  which  prevsiled  in  the  House,  and  which  had 
prevented  him  and  those  in  his  neighborhood  from  hearing 
the  amendments,  or  the  remarks  by  which  they  bad  been 
advocated,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  prevailed— Ayes  74,  noes  67. 


d  reported  ^ 
Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
Mr.  CAMBRELEKG  demanded  the  yees  and  nays  on 
that  motion  ;  they  were  ordered,  and  taken,  and  stood  as 
foUows  :  Teas  98,  nays  70.    So  the  House  adjourned. 

Wbs*eb»at,  OcToat*  11. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
morning  hour,  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wrst  on  the  19lh  of  Sep- 


"  Raolvtd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  bal- 
lot to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  into 
the  causes  of  the  delays  snd  failures,  and  the  expenditures 
which  hsve  ui tended  the  prosecution  of  thst  war,  and  into 
the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  the  facts  of  its  history  gen- 
erally ;  that  the  asid  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
sons  and  papers,  and  thst  it  have  power  to  sit  in  the  t 
and  that  it  make  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress.' 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  had  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing 
resolution,  by  striking  ell  out  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  insert  the  following  : 

"  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  Florida  war,  and  the  causes  of  the  extra- 
ordinary delays  and  failures,  and  the  expenditures  which 
have  sttended  the  prosecution  of  the  same,  and  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  history  generally ;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  power  to  send  for  persoi  s  and  papers." 

Tfce  question  immcdisiely  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howaiu  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  supointed,''  and  insert  "  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  be  instructed." 

Mr.  McKAY,  who  wss  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  House  at  some  length  in  opposition  to  the  sdoption  of 
the  resolution.  He  opposed  the  raising  of  this  select  com- 
mittee, because  the  same  subject  was  now  under  investiga- 
tion in  variou*  way*.  It  had  been  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  hud  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  in- 
stituted, and  bad  made  a  report  in  part,  and  he  understood 
woukl  probably  report  in  full  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. Besides  this,  the  ehshmau  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  [Mr.  Bell]  had  moved  to  have  this  sub- 
ject refoned  to  that  committee,  and  after  a  lengthy,  and  no 
doul»i  arduouH  investigation,  the  papers  had  been  reported 
buck  to  the  House  without  coming  tosny  conclusion  there- 
on. He  presumed,  however,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  regular  session,  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
would  move  to  have  the  subject  again  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee, and  proceed  with  the  investigation.  Ha  could  not, 
therefore,  see  the  necessity  of  raising  this  select  committee,, 
because  it  was  before  the  President  of  the  United  Pistes, 
who  had  appointed  commissioners  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Auxms]  h.d 
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admitted  that  they  had  performed  their  duty  faithfully,  bo 
far  as  the;  went,  and  laid  before  the  House  information 
which,  to  use  his  own  expression,  had  made  the  blood  tin- 
gle in  his  veins.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings  before  the  House  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
In  relation  to  the  causes  of  delays  and  failures  of  the  cam- 
paigns, it  will  be  recollected  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted 
by  the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  tho  officers  en  - 
gaged  in  the  first  campaign  (Scott,  Gaines,  and  Clinch) 
were  fully  examined,  and  the  court  caroe^o  the  conclusion 
that  the  failures  and  delsys  of  the  campaigns  were  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  insalubrity  of  tbe  climate,  the  impregnability 
of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence  of  all  knowledge  of  tbe  to- 
pography of  the  country  by  the  commanding  generals,  and 
the  difficulty  in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from  one 
point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tribunal,  all  the 
causes  of  the  failures  of  the  campaigns  conducted  by  (ienerals 
Gaines  and  Scott  were  examined  into ;  and  it  certainly  could 
not  be  designed  by  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  conduct  of  the  present  commander  in  Florida, 
(General  Jesup,)  at  a  time  when  he  was  just  preparing  and 
organizing  his  forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  improper  for  the  House  to  interfere  with  this  cam- 
pnign  before  there  was  an  opportunity  of  doing  any  thing 
with  it.  It  would  be  interfering  with  the  legitimate  duties 
of  the  Executive  to  send  an  investigating  committee,  with 
puwer  to  send  for  persons  and  paper*,  into  Florida ;  and,  by 
so  doing,  the  whole  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the 
approaching  campaign  might  be  set  aside.  Mr.  McK.  next 
referred  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Bait,]  who  had  stated  that  the  probable  causes  of 
failures  of  tbe  campaigns  in  Florida  had  arisen  from  the  de- 
ficiency In  the  number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army 
in  Florida.  He  admitted  that  there  might  be  some  justice 
in  this  remark,  but  said  the  subject  had  already  attracted 
the  attention  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
referred  to  an  order  issued  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detached  service  to  join  their 
regiments  and  companies,  in  which  order  the  President  had 
said  that  this  state  of  things  must  no  longer  exist.  If  any 
notice  was  to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
House,  it  was  the  legitimate  business  of  the  Committee  un 
Military  Affairs  to  lake  charge  of  it,  and  be  hoped  they 
would  take  the  matter  under  consideration.  In  relation  to 
the  subject  of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  heen 
very  large,  amounting,  be  believed,  to  about  seven  millions : 
but  he  could  see  no  necessity  of  appointing  a  select  commit- 
tee to  take  charge  of  this  subject,  when  we  have  commit- 
tees appointed  under  the  rules  whose  special  business  it 
was  to  take  charge  of  these  sutgects.  He  alluded  to  the 
Committees  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, all  of  which  committees  he  believed  were  composed 
of  msjorities  opposed  te  the  administration.  The  Committee 
.  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department  should  take 
this  subject  into  consideration,  and  report  upon  it.  Mr. 
McK.  concluded  by  moving  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. If  there  was  to  be  any  investigation  at  all,  it  wa«  n* 
necessary  and  as  practicable  now  as  it  could  be  ever.  He 
hoped  tbe  committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and  par- 
sue  tbe  inquiries  during  the  recess,  m  u  to  report,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  at  the  next  session.  He  was  opposed  to 
tbe  reference  of  investigations  of  alleged  extraordinary 
abates  to  standing  committees,  and  replied  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  How 4iD,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  the  pending 
motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  consideration  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  The  question  is  an  entire  new  question. 
It  ia  not  now  a  question  as  to  what  committoe  it  shall  be 
referred  to,  but  whether  it  shall  now  have  the  go-by  altogeth- 


er. The  whole  of  tbe  argument  of  the  gentleman  went  to 
the  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  House  to  trouble 
itself  tit  all  about  the  matter,  and  would  be  just  as  strong  an 
argument  against  tbe  investigation  in  December  as  now. 
Mr.  A.  alluded  again  to  the  investigation  made  under  the 
direction  of  Congress  by  the  late  Executive,  and  said  that 
the  horrible  disclosures  of  that  report  convinced  bim  still 
more  strongly  than  ever  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  in- 
quiry. He  replied  to  the  sugge-tions  of  Mr.  McKay,  with 
regard  to  the  propositions  of  various  committees,  as  the 
proper  referee*  of  the  subject  before  the  House.  Among 
the  rest,  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War 
Department  had  been  recommended  by  that  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  that  tbe  committees  on  ex- 
penditures were  sinecures,  without  pay,  and  without  duty 
also.  A  chairman  of  one  of  them  [Mr.  Hawk*]  had  told 
tbe  House  that  he  had  never  called  the  committee  together, 
and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues!  Mr.  A.  had  in- 
tended to  offer  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  rule  requiring 
that  those  committees  should  be  appointed. 

Mr.. A.  replied,  further,  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  McKtr, 
that  the  constitution  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
was  the  same  in  previous  administrations  aa  now.  That 
wn*  no  good  reason  why  it  should  still  continue  to  be  so, 
Mr.  A.  contended. 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  committee  eight  mem- 
bers from  the  South,  and  only  one  from  the  Northern  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  the  reason  must  be 
that  the  people  of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
referrible  to  it  As  to  tho  interest  of  all  the  New  England 
States,  as  well  as  of  those  of  Now  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in  the  benefit  that  would  result 
to  them  from  the  enormous  expenditures  of  public  money 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A.  ad- 
mitted it  was  very  little  indeed.  But  they  had  a  very  deep 
interest  in  tbe  amount  of  those  expenditures,  at  all  events. 
Were  the  army  disbanded  to-morrow,  it  would  be  money 
in  their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  fact  as  another 
exemplification  of  that  profound  philosophical  theory  of  his 
friend  from  8outh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Tnoxrsoir,}  who  had 
said  that  the  money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towards  the  North.  Since  be  had  made  these  remarks, 
that  gentleman  had  published  his  speech,  and  he  had  now 
turned  the  globe  half  round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to 
the  East,  and  not  the  North.  Well,  sir,  be  it  then  "  the 
East !" 

Mr.  CA  MBRELENG  rose  and  interrupted  Mr.  Auaws 
here ;  remarking  that  the  gentleman  seemed  to  be  conclud- 
ing to  no  point ;  and,  calling  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  be  was  ready  to  yield  the  floor,  and 
did  so.  , 

BILL  REGULATING  FEES  ON  BONDS. 

The  District  Attorneys'  fee  bill  on  bonds  had  threo  read- 
ings *»  it  cam*  from  tbe  Senate,  and  wax  passed. 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

On  motion  if  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  being  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  as  to  the  settlement  of  tbe  deposite  bank  accounts 
being  the  first  bill  announced  as  before  the  committee, 

Mr.  PICKENS  -aid  that  he  considered  himself  bound, 
by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  to 
move  that  it  be  taken  up  at  that  time.  Ami  on  that  mo- 
tion he  demanded  a  count  by  tellers,  which  being  sus- 
tained, (after  some  conversation  as  to  the  regularity  of 
tho  proceeding, )  the  motion  prevailed":  Yeas  105,  nays  35. 

Mr.  Iamcs  Gabia^d's  amendment  to  the  bill  being 
read,  by  request  of  a  member, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  offer  an 
apology  to  the  Houso  for  addressing  it  upon  a  subject  so 
fraught  with  the  highest  good  or  the  deepest  evil  to  his  own 
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constituent*,  as  that  now  before  it.    He  bad  .been  aware 


when  he  first  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  that  he  would 
have  to  contend  agaimt  great  power  and  patronage- 
There  biid  been  a  time  inhia  political  life  when  he  thought 
(he  arm  of  this  Government  needed  to  be  strong  to  regulate 
some  of  the  consequences  of  the  rapid  increase,  in  extent 
and  resources,  of  the  country.  The  usurpations  uf  the 
Executive,  which  he  had  witnessed  for  the  last  few  years, 
had  taught  him  a  different  lesson.  He  now  found  the 
Government  too  strong  for  the  people ;  and  that  some  of 
the  memorable  predictions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pickkxs]  and  bis  friends,  in  regard  to  the 
influence  of  Executive  dictation  and  usurpation,  were  in 
a  fair  way  to  be  realized.  He  bad  come  to  his  seat  pre- 
pared to  combat  that  usurpation,  and  to  contend  for  the 
lost  rights  of  the  Btates ;  and  he  thought  he  should  find 
the  bold,  manly,  and  chivalrous  arm  of  the  Southron  bared 
to  aid  him  in  that  contest.  What  bad  been  his  surprise  to 
find  that  very  arm  on  which  he  had  relied  for  such  aid, 
"  in  the  van  of  the  attack  be  had  \o  resist !  That 
[Mr.  Pick  bits]  had  said  that  be  had  renounced 
no  opinions  he  had  entertained  before,  and  yet  he  is  lend- 
ing his  aid  in  the  advancement  of  a  scheme  which  is  to 
unite  in  one  hand  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  thia  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  make,  by  his  adhesion  and  support,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  too  strong  for  the  opposition  of 
th.ise  with  whom  hs  had  been  used  to  act  in  concert. 
•  Commenting  on  the  argument  of  Mr.  Picebss  as  to  the 
character  and  influence  of  a  national  bank,  Mr.  H.  de- 
manded of  that  gentleman  what  would  be  the  influence  of 
an  Executive,  in  any  action  against  the  right*  of  the  8tates, 
who  could  wield  so  formidable  a  weapon  against  those 
rights,  as  all  the  revenue*  of  this  Government  1  And  upon 
this  subject  he  enlarged  extensively.  * 

As  to  what  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman  in  his  re- 
marks of  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  South,  as 
relatively  placed,  in  interest  and  in  policy,  with  regard  to 
each  other,  Mr.  H.  was  very  eloquent  and  forcible.  That 
gentleman  [Mr.  Pickkhs]  bad  threatened  a  servile  war  as 
the  consequence  of  a  struggle  between  those  interests,  and 
had  promised  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers  of  the 
North,  as  an  offset  to  similar  alleged  appeal*  to  the  8outb. 
That  gentleman  (said  Mr.  H.)  i*  mistaken  if  he  think* 
that  there  is  any  parity  of  reasoning  as  to  the  laborers  of 
the  North,  or  the  slaves  of  the  8ooth.  They  v.ere  not, 
n*  was  so  boldly  argued,  under  the  domination  or  control 
<if  the  capitalist*.  Tbey  were  freemen,  conscious  of  their 
rights  and  privilege*.  By  the  labo  ring  classes  of  the 
North  the  banner  of  the  Revolution  had  been  unfu>Icd, 
and  tbe  fields  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  been  won. 


By  those  classes  there,  even  in  the  cities  so  much  vilified 
and  denounced,  were  the  men  who  sit  in  that  hall  sent 


thither ;  and  they  were  alive  to  all  the  right*  ol  freemen, 
which  they  sent  their  representatives  there  to  defend  and 
advocate.  Mr.  H.  regretted  that  this  hall  of  discord  bad 
been  aet  rolling  there ;  that  the  Texas  question,  and  the 
slavery  question,  had  been  started  on  that  floor  to  frighten 
the  House  "  from  its  propriety."  He  was  not  unfriendly  to 
the  South.  Far  from  it.  Many  of  hi*  early  and  most 
friendly  associates  were  connected  with  that  section.  Ho 
should  be  ever  found  by  the  side  of  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion, in  resisting  any  invssiou  of  their  rights.  But  still 
he  hsd  a  paramount  duly  to  perform — to  vindicate  from  at- 
tack, and  to  shielJ  from  reproach,  the  people  of  his  own 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Horrxji*  paid  a  deserved  compliment  to  the  bold 
and  frank  manner  in  which  Mr.  Pic  run*  had  come  for- 
ward to  the  aid  of  the  administration  in  the  support  of  this 
bill.  That  gentleman  had  not  crept  into  the  ranks  of  his 
former  enemies.  He  had,  like  Tullius  Aundius,  in  Romsn 
history,  boldly  told  his  new  allies  of  his  former  battles 
against  them ;  he  had,  almovt  in  bravado,  indeed,  *prcad 


before  them  the  records  of  his  consistency  aa  their  uncom- 
promising opponent.  Tbey  bad  taken  him  into  their  em- 
ploy, and,  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  he  (Mr.  H  ) 
must  defend  his  countrymen,  though  it  be  Coriolanua  who 
heads  the  Volsoians  against  Rome ! 

The  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  H.)  is  proud  of  the  name 
of  locofoco.    8ir,  that  is  a  matter  of  taste. 

[Mr.  Pickkks  explained.  He  had  said,  in  allusion  to 
a  remark  made  on  that  floor  some  days  since  by  an  honor- 
able member,  that  he  was  willing  to  be  such  a  locofoco  as 
John  Milton  was,  if  he  were,  indeed,  one.  He  had  not 
intended  to  be  understood  as  declaring  himself  a  locofoco, 
under  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term.  1 

Mr.  HorrxAK  said  that  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
misrepresent  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  He 
hardly  understood  what  the  term  in  question  signified. 
But  he  is  not  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  declare  that 
he  is  not  one  of  the  followers  of  him  who  had  once  sworn 
that  hi*  "  mouth  should  be  the  Parliament  of  England," 
and  that  "his  horse  should  graze  in  Cheapside."'  But  he 
had  eulogized  Milton  as  his  exemplar.  For  that  name,  he, 
too,  (Mr.  H.,)  had  great  reverence.  He  remembered  well 
the  noble  defence  of  John  Milton  of  the  subject;  and  yet 
this  very  man .  was  choleric,  hasty,  and  often  rash  in  h  '* 
opinions.  There  was  (said  Mr.  II.)  a  sinking  coinci- 
dence, which  he  could  not  but  allude  to,  in  the  history  of 
Milton,  as  applicable  to  our  own  times.  The  same  intrepid 
patriot  who,  in  hi*  zeal  for  liberty,  bad  aided  in  bringing 
hi*  monarch  to  tbe  block,  afterwards  threw  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  Protector,  and  supported  tbe  throne  which 
was  reared  on  the  downfall  of  Charles.  Here  Mr.  H. 
drew  a  parallel  between  the  succession  of  the  present  to  tbe 
late  Executive,  and  that  of  the  Protector  to  the  King,  and 
between  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  that  of  tbe  great  statesman  be  had  alluded  to,  under 
the  parallel  change  of  circumstance*. 

Mr.  H.  was  opposed  to  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  because 
it  violated  the  constitution  of  the  country — if  not  ita  plain 
and  ualp'jhle  literal  language,  its  spirit,  which  is  its  life- 
blood,  and  which  alone  recommend*  it  to  tlic  people  of  the 
nation.  That  spirit  is  tbe  principle  that  the  people  shall 
govern  themselves.  The  mode  of  choosing  public  officers, 
the  appointment  of  those  officers,  duties,  &c,  are  but  the 
trappings  of  the  constitution.  But  this  principle,  which  is 
its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan,  and  the  re- 
searches of  the  scholar.  It  should  be  the  atmosphere  by 
which  we  should  be  sustained  and  strengthened,  and  from 
which  we  should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perform 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

The  connexion  between  the  Government  and  tbe  people 
of  this  Union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon  as  a  great  partnership. 
There  should  be  a  commou  credit  or  discredit,  a  common 
honor  or  dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  between 
them.  The  distress,  if  there  be  any,  of  the  Government 
should  be  reflected  oppn  the  people.  Tbe  arm  of  power 
should  not  be  wielded  over  tbe  governed,  to  be  looked  up 
to  as  paramount.  The  people  should  not,  while  struggling 
■midst  discontent,  embarrassment,  and  perplexity,  he  in- 
sulted by  the  spectacle  of  their  Government  walking  free, 
unfettered,  unembarrassed,  and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  hsd  been  said  that  this  was  no 
new  proposition ;  that  England  and  France  had  furnished 
examples  of  similar  schemes;  and  not  long  since  (though 
perhaps  not  parliamentary  to  allude  particularly  to  it  on 
that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  golden  bible  (Mr. 
Bk*tos,  of  the  Senate)  bad  instanced  Rome  also  aa  fur- 
nishing a  similar  example.  In  reply  to  these  allusions, 
Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  difference  between  the  institutions 
of  Englsnd  and  France  and  those  of  our  own  country,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  Government  upon  those 
examples !  Why  not  establish  the  "divine  right  of  kings" 
♦  Jark  Cade.  S<c  &J  pan  Henry  VI,  an  iv. 
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would  be  a  call  oo  the  partisan  officeholder'*  exci 
On  one  side  would  be  hie  honesty,  and  on  the  olh 
office;  and  he  would  console  himself,  while  makir 


I;  create  a  standing  army,  authorise  a 
and  all  the  rest  t  And  Roma,  too; 
'  quastor*,  or  public  treasurers !  Yea,  (said 
Mr.  H.,)  she  had  ;  and  they  "  grew  by  what  they  fed  on." 
They  followed  the  Roman  eagles  to  conquest,  and,  in  every 
situation,  were  ever  the  links  between  the  worn -down  peo- 
ple and  the  overhearing  Government 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee.  The  public  money  is  to  be  given  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  the  different  disbursing  officers.  Defalcation 
would  ensue  dedication,  as  the  consequence  of  this  pro- 
vision, besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  frauds  of  the  offi- 
ceis  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  public  revenues,  there 
would  be  the  brawling  sycophant,  and  the 
partisan,  whose  very  bread  would  depend  upon  his 
eieoey  to  Executive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more  to 
one  adininiiitration  than  to  another.  Thia  would  ever  be 
the  case,  were  ibis  bill  to  become  a  law.  In  case  of  an 
election  depending  in  any  8late,  or  district,  or  town,  there 

lertioiiB. 
Jlher  his 
ing  the 

sacrifice  of  the  former  to  the  latter,  that  the  bread  of  his 
wife  and  children  depended  upon  it.  And  who  will  call 
the  defaulter  in  such  a  case  to  account  ?  The  Executive  ? 
This  would  never  be ;  and,  as  to  the  Congress?  That, 
too,  was  powerless.  The  proceedings  of  the  last  Congress, 
under  similar  circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  and  monstrous  doc- 
trine whieh  had  been  broached  under  the  late  administra- 
tion, that  every  officer  of  the  Government  was  accountable 
to  the  Executive  alone;  and  be  only  to  the  impeaching 
power  of  Congress  $  and  insisted  that  no  people  were  ever 
strong  enough  to  resist  the  union  of  the  purse  and  sword 
of  Government. 

If  the  bill  passes,  ho  contended  the  money  of  the  people 
would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be  less  safe  than  in  banks, 
where  the  stockholders'  interests  require  the  selection  of 
careful  directors  and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  single  hand,  to  guard  those  interests.  And 
to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  Congressional  Debates 
of  1835  an  opinion  of  one  who  he  wished  could  take  a 
part  in  that  debate,  and  sustain  the  views  be  had  once  ex- 
pressed, and  which  he  would  now  quote— view*  which  he 
wa«  confident  the  high  regard  for  hia  opinions,  entertained 
by  the  members  of  that  House,  would  lead  them  to  regard 
with  great  respect;  he  alluded  to  Mr.  8pe«kc-r  Polk,  who, 
in  the  course  of  a  debate  in  1835,  had  said  that  "  corpora- 
tions were  safer  than  any  individual  could  be,  as  the  de- 
positary of  public  moneys,"  because  corporations  were 
bound  together  hy  the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an 
immense  aggregate  of  wealth,  which  furnished  a  safe  se- 
curity, dtc. 

But,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  who  can  tell  but  that,  if  that  gentle- 
man could  descend  from  the  chair,  and  address  the  House 
on  this  bill  now,  he  would  not  also  be  found  to  have  under- 
cone  some  change  of  sentiment  since  tbo  time  alluded  to  t 
This  would  not  be  more  surprising  tlinn  that  one  of  Ibal 
gentleman's  friends,  also  on  that  floor,  should  have  changed 
his  views  on  the  subject  within  the  same  term  of  time.  In 
a  debate  upon  a  resolution  offered  in  1835  to  that  body  by 
Mr.  Gikslk,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
money*,  Mr.CAMBnKir.se  wa»  reported  in  the  Congression- 
al Debates  to  have  tittered  the  opinion  that  the  sub-Treas- 
ury scheme  would  find  no  friends  there,  and  that  it  was  a 
proposition  too  odious  and  monstrous  to  be  entertained. 

[Mr.  Cahbmblsxo  read,  in  answer  to  this  allusion,  an 
extract  from  his  own  prepared  report  of  the  speech  adverted 
to,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
time  would  come  when  banks,  n*  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, could  be  dispensed  with  altogether.] 
Vor.  XIV. -83 


Mr-  H.  remarked  that  the  gentleman  had  voted  against 
the  scheme  at  the  time,  and  was  reported,  in  the  book  of 
debates,  before  he  had  had  time  to  prepare  carefully  hia 
own  report  of  the  speech  he  had  made,  to  have  said  that 
such  a  proposition  could  find  no  friends  in  that  body.  Bat 
still  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  know  that  opinions  often  change, 
like  the  gourd  of  Jonah,  in  a  single  night 

Mr.  H.  here  alluded  to  Mr.  Postkr's  eulogy  on  the 
safety-fund  system,  which  he  admitted  to  be  appropriate 
and  deserved.  And  he  eloquently  detailed  the  conse- 
quences of  that  system  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State— the 
springing  up  of  her  western  cities  almost  at  the  very  sound 
of  the  woodman'-  axe — the  stretching  out  of  long  lines  of 
railroads,  those  avenues  of  communication  and  social  in- 
tercourse with  the  different  parte  of  the  country.  The 
North  and  East  had  made  the  West,  and  the  West  bad 
poured  back  her  gratitude  in  increasing  contributions  to 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  8tate: — and  this  was  the 
working  of  the  safety-fund  system.  It  bad  worked  well : 
and  now,  he  would  ask,  what  was  the  reverse  in  the  coun- 
try 1  The  President  now  says  that  over- speculation  is  the 
cause  of  our  present  troubles.  The  philosopher  whose 
theory  it  was  that  the  earth  rested  on  a  tortoise,  was  puz- 
zled to  find  a  place  for  the  tortoise.  And  what  was  the 
true  cause  of  this  distress  and  embarrassment  1  Mr.  H. 
said  that  it  was  the  war  on  the  Untied  Stales  Bank  by  the 
late  Executive.  The  first  germ  of  all  that  Executive 
power  which  now  oppresses  us  was  the  withdrawal  of  (he 
depositee.  That  was  the  fountain  whence  all  these  bitter 
waters  flowed.  The  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  people  were 
involved  in  that  institution.  The  boat  was  proceeding  on 
its  way,  in  a  swift  but  equable  course,  when  there  had 
suddenly  ensued  a  crash,  which  was  the  prelude  to  a  bub- 
bling cry  of  agony  and  despair  from  the  passengers  and 
crew.  The  balance-wheel  had  been  removed  by  the  igno- 
rance or  the  wantonness  of  the  engineer. 

Mr.  H.  had  never  been  the  friend  or  the  enemy  of  the 

United  States  Bank,  nor  of  the  local  banks.    He  had  not 

worshipped  Pompey,  in  all  his  pride  of  power  and  place, 

when  armies  hud  sprung  up  at  the  stamp  of  his  fool ;  nor 

had  he  ever  bowed  the  knee  to  bis  great  rival.   Yet  would 

he  not  withhold  from  the  latter  the  justice  which  he  should 

extend  towards  him ;  as 

«•  In  his  mantle  muffling  up  hu>  thee, 

Even  at  die  buss  of  Pompey '•  suuue, 
Which  sll  the  while  ran  prci:  l  asar  fell ! 


And  now  lit*  there, 
With  none  so  poor  to  do  him  reverence !" 

After  some  discussion  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the 
State  deposits  banks,  which  he  contended  had,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances,  I  teen  honorable  and  upright,  he  insisted 
that  it  was  inconsistent  for  the  friends  of  the  adminiatm- 
tion  to  decry  and  destroy  them.  They  bad  eaten  of  the 
fruit,  and  should  not  now  cut  down  the  tree.  The  United 
8tates  Bank  had  been  ruined  to  aggrandize  the  Slate  banka: 
not  in  accordance,  aa  had  been  asserted,  with  the  people's 
j  will;  the  people  would  never  have  destroyed  that  insti- 
'  tution;  but  aa  a  sacrifice  to  the  popularity  of  the  lite  Ex- 
ecutive. It  was  withered  by  the  resplendent  "  glory"  from 
the  brow  of  the  victor  of  New  Orleans.  It  was  destroyed, 
that  the  "weeds,"  as  Mr.  Pickkxs  hod  called  the  State 
banks,  might  grow  and  flourish. 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  there  had  been  a  time  when 
those  <•  weeds"  were  shallow  rooted,  and  might  have  been 
easily  eradicated.  He  then  went  on  to  show  that  Mr.  Van 
Burcn  originated  and  rose  into  power  by  the  aid  of  the 
safely -fund  system.  That  it  alill  continued  its  influence, 
politically,  and  procured  a  Van  Buren  majority  there  of 
two-thirds:  and  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  now  kicking 
away  the  ladder  by  which  he  had  mounted,  not  even  say- 
ing to  those  who  had  been  wondering  at  his  ascent  with  up- 
turned eyes,  «« Stand  from  under !"  This  part  or  the  r- 
waa  very  minute  in  its  details,  and  excited  a  deep  in 
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Mr.  II.  said  the  bill  before  ibo  committee  had  been 
christened  "a  divorce  bill."  It  was  no  such  thing.  It  was 
a  bill  authorising  ' '  a  fatal  marriage"— fatal  to  the  consti- 
tution, and  to  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
It  was  not  a  divorce  bill.  The  "  divorce"  bad  already  ta- 
ken place,  without  cause  or  right,  by  the  act  of  one  of  the 
parties,  and  it  was  the  nuptial  benediction  or  another  alli- 
ance that  the  House  were  now  called  on  to  pronounce. 

History  furnishes  a  parallel.    He  who  was 

fve," 


u   but  yesterday  s  Kinp, 

Anil  armed  with  Kings  to  sir 


Napoleon  Bonaparte,  loved  Josephine.  The  conqueror  of 
Italy  had  laid  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  and  whispered  in  her 
ear  bis  aspirations  of  love  as  well  aa  of  ambition.  By  her 
were  his  troubles  assuaged,  anil  she  was  ever  his  good  ge- 
nius, pointing  him  the  path  to  glory  and  renown,  and  with 
her,  as  bis  companion  and  adviser,  he  found  himself  upon 
the  throne  of  Charlemange.  But  no  sooner  did  the  diadem 
glitter  upon  bis  brow,  than  she,  who  had  been  ever  true  to 
him,  was  cast  off  for  the  furtherance  of  schemes  of  policy. 
He  was  thus,  but  he  would  be  safely  and  ever  thus,  and 
he  procured  from  a  weak  Senate  a  divorce  from  her,  and 
wedded  Louise  of  Austria,  who  mounted  his  throne  only  to 
see  his  crown  snatched  from  his  brow  !  Sir,  there  may  be 
a  moral  even  in  the  lesson  read  to  our  own  Government 
from  the  rock  of  St.  Helena. 

Mr.  H.  closed  his  remarks  by  warning  gentlemen  ol  the 
consequences  of  passing  a  bill  so  fraught  with  danger  as 
that  under  consideration.  He  taid,  "the  bow  is  bent, 
mako  from  the  shaft!"  unless  by  a  bold  effort  you  can 
wrest  the  bow  from  the  hands  of  the  archer!  Rise  from 
the  mire  of  party!  Su  tain  the  administration  in  every 
thing  in  which  it  is  just  and  right,  but  resist  it  when  its 
measures  are  hostile  to  the  best  and  most  enduring  inter- 
ests  of  the  people.  Do  not  aid  in  that  unholy  alliance  of 
the  purse  with  the  sword  in  the  hand  of  power:  and 

"  — —  never  more 
I«rt  the  great  Interests  of  the  State  depend 
Upnn  the  thousand  chances  thai  may  away 
A  piece*  uf  Uuinsn  frailty  I" 

After  Mr.  Hornta*  concluded — . 
Mr.  HUNTER,  of  Virginia,  addreased  the  chair  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  arise  under  the  painful  sense  that  I  am 
asking  almost  too  much  of  this  committee,  when  I  throw 
myself  upon  its  indulgence  whilst  I  express  my  views  in 
relation  to  the  subject  before  us.  But  our  present  position 
is  highly  responsible;  the  consequences  of  our  action  in  the 
existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  country,  and  i  wish  to 
lie  heard  in  vindication  of  the  principles  which  will  govern 
my  course.  We  stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  com- 
mercial revolution  ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  explosion  in 
the  credit  system,  through  which  the  stream  of  capital  cir- 
culates and  dispenses  its  mighty  agency  to  the  couutry. 
Old  channels  have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  whou  every  institution  of  the  land 
is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and  our  most  important  in- 
terests are  sympathizing  with  the  distress  in  the  circulating 
system  of  tba  body  |>olitic,  the  eyes  of  the  people  are  turned 
in  anxious  solicitude  upon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience  under  ca- 
lamities which  would  have  goaded  almost  any  other  people 
to  tumult  and  bloodshed ;  and  they  h  avc  even  forborne 
to  speak  forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the  clamor 
might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of  those  whose  peculiar 
task  it  was  to  work  the  ship  of  state  off  the  lee  shore  upon 
which  it  was  driving— **  Nec  tumult  us,  iiee  o/ui£*  ,•"  but 
there  is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which  more 
forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, "our  couutry  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty."  I 
feel,  sir,  a  roost  painful  sense  of  the  responsibility  ol  my 
position.  On  the  one  hand,  I  know  that  he  cannot  bo  justi- 
fied on  the  plea  of  ignorance  who  lightly  tampers  with  the 


important  interests  now  concerned  in  oor  action  ;  sum, 
the  other,  if  personal  or  party  considerations  were  to  i 
me  from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  deserve  to  be  pursued 
through  all  posterity  with  execrations.  I  might,  perhaps 
•scape  responsibility  by  declaring  that,  aa  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was  bound  to  do 
nothing  towards  restoring  things  to  a  sounder  condition. 
Sir,  I  scorn  the  exenae.  I  think  I  see  something  which 
may  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  I  am  willing 
to  share  the  responsibility  with  those  who  will  attempt  it. 
In  taking  my  course  I  form  no  new  connexions,  i  make  no 
alliances;  I  act  as  I  was  sent  here  to  act.  I  legislate  not 
for  party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  country.  I 
tread  all  personal  and  party  considerations  into  the  dust, 
when  they  present  themselves  in  competition  with  the  most 
important  interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  can  free  this  Government  from  a 
corrupting  connexion,  if  I  can  aid  in  so  moulding  its  action 
aa  to  remove  the  causes  by  which  it  haa  disturbed  the 
natural  level  of  oar  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one 
more  step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  which  American 
trade  ought  to  enjoy,  1  shall  be  content,  be  my  own  fate 
what  it  may;  bat  if  I  aboold  unfortunately  work  harm 
where  I  mean  good,  I  shall  only  regret  that  others  will  suf- 
fer under  the  consequences  of  my  mistake.  But,  sir,  I  turn 
from  these  considerations  to  the  great  question  before  us. 
How  can  we  exercise  the  powers  given  ua  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  remould  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government,  ao 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and  prevent  their 
recurrence  again  1  It  has  been  well  said  that  debt  is 
the  evil  under  which  we  am  suffering.  The  real  balance 
of  trade  has  been  against  us  ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie ;  and  the  currency 
system  of  the  country,  having  been  inflated  beyond  its  just 
dimensions,  was  unable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  conver- 
sion ao  sudden.  What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  relievo 
the  people  fmra  this  pressure  t  There  are  but  two  modes 
of  relief  from  debt ;  the  one  consists  in  its  payment,  and 
the  other  palliates  the  evil  by  obtaining  lime,  ao  aa  to  divide 
between  several  years  the  burden  which  is  too  heavy  for 
one.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Government,  we  have  neither 
the  right  nor  the  meana  of  paying  the  debt.  Governments 
rosy  spend  money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  alwaya  resulted,  like  the 
vain  search  after  the  philosopher's  stone,  in  more  expense 
than  profit. 

Has  the  Government  the  meana  of  extending  the  credit 
upon  the  debt  due  abroad  1  If  this  could  be  done,  we 
should  undoubtedly  find  immediate  relief.  Instances 
occurred  in  the  history  of  English  commerce,  and  in  i 
of  our  own  Stales,  iu  which  Government  has  effected  this 
purpose  by  interposing  its  own  credit  between  the  domes- 
tic debtor  and  the  foreign  creditor.  There  are  times  when 
a  people  may  be  unable,  without  great  suffering,  to  meet 
a  sudden  call  for  the  balance  of  trade  which  exists  against 
them.  But  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  they  should  not  be 
ultimately  able  to  meet  the  call,  if  time  were  given.  On 
Uiese  occasions,  the  foreign  creditor  presses,  because  he 
cannot  well  know  the  acluol  resporieitiility  of  individuals. 
In  such  situations,  the  English  Government  has  ex  changed 
its  own  credit,  which  was  undoubted,  for  that  of  the  domes- 
tic creditor,  who  was  thus  enabled  to  make  his  remittances 
abroad  in  undoubted  securities.  We  have  no  power  here 
to  enter  into  any  such  trade;  and  although  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  might  occasionally  1k>  useful,  yet  it 
is  too  liable  to  abuse  to  have  been  wisely  entrusted  tu  us. 
The  direct  fiscal  action  of  Government  might  have  been 
rendered  conducive  to  this  end,  and  eminently  beneficial. 
If  we  bad  issued  certificates  of  loan  upon  time  for  the 
money  necessary  for  Government,  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
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it  to  us  in  exchange  for  this  paper, 
served  a  betu-r  purpose  nbroml.  In  this  way  we  shoo  Id 
have  done  much  for  the  relief  of  the  country ;  we  should 
have  avoided  all  danger  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency  is- 
sued by  Government,  tod  we  should  have  been  clearly 
within  the  limits  of  our  cniistitutional^power.  _  But  the  oc- 
tet, confided  to  the  Secretary,  under  the  bill,  with  hie 
known  opinions  on  that  subject,  I  am  bound  to  conclude 
that  they  will  Im  issued  and  designed  an  currency. 


and 


But,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  subject  ia  n  it  now  before  us, 
id  I  will  not  detain  the  cotnmitto 


with  its 


I  shall  pause  hut  a  moment  to  on  na  id  or  the  expedient  of 
a  United  ."Slates  bank,  which  lias  been  suggested  by  some 
as  aflbrding  the  mean*  of  producing  immediate  relief.  If 
this  were  so,  the  suggestion  would  be  useless  to  those  who, 
that  it  ia  demonstrable,  and  that  it  haa 


constitution  to  charter  such  a  bank.  Bat,  for  one,  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  expected  effect  would  flow  from  euch  an 
institution.  It  would  enter  the  held  us  a  rival  of  the  Stale 
institutions,  and  could  only  auatain  the  competition  by  either 
debasing  its  corrency  to  the  level  of  the  Slate  institutions, 
or  by  elevating  their  circulation  to  the  sounder  level  which 
it  might  establish  for  itself.  The  first  operation  would  pro- 
long the  present  evils;  and  the  other,  if  attempted  by  any 
but  the  most  (gradual  means,  would  break  the  Slate  banks, 
and  aggravate  the  distress  of  the  community.  But  I  pass 
from  the  consideration  of  to 


which  may  bo.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  pause  upon  oar 
fiscal  policy,  and  its  incidental  effects  upon  currency  and 
trade.  If  it  has  introduced  causes  which  disturb  the  natural 
level  of  circulating  capital,  end  furnished  a  false  excitement 
to  currency  snd  credit,  that  policy  ought  to  bo  changed. 
Public  convenience  may  require  that  the  change  should  be 
gradual,  but  important  interests  demand  that  it  shall  be  ul- 
timately made.  After  much  consideration,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  present  and  past  commercial  dis- 
tresses have  been  mainly  produced  by  the  American  bank- 
ing system;  a  system,  sir,  which,  by  the  law  of  ita creation, 
hurries  to  it*  downfall  as  the  necessary  result  of  its  own  ac- 
tion; and  this  catastrophe  is  only  hastened  by  the  excite- 
ment of  the  connexion  between  it  and  the  Government. 

It  hiis  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  McCulloch,  one  of 
the  abU-sl  pohtial  economists  of  the  present  day,  that  our 
of  banking  is  the  worst  in  the  world.  I  will  not 
to  institute  that  comparison,  or  to  examine  his 
U  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its  natural  ten- 
dencies are  to  produce  a  state  of  things  like  the  present,  if 
I  succeed  in  showing,  first,  that  it  causes  a  false  distribu- 
tion of  capital,  snd,  secondly,  that  i  t  creates  a  diseased  ae- 

proper  connexion  between  them. 

According  to  our  bunking  policy,  these  institutions  have 
the  exclusive  right  of  making  a  paper  currency  ;  and  their 
piper  only  is  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  To 
lh»»e  exclusive  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of  drawing 
interest  from  an  amount  greatly  exceeding  their  capitals. 
Take,  in  connexion  with  this,  the  usury  laws,  which  ex- 
ist, I  believe,  in  all  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  you 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaned  through  bank  agency, 
will  draw  an  interest  greatly  exceeding  that  which  any 
other  capitalist  can  derive  from  money  lent.  The  loana- 
ble capital  of  the  country  will  of  course  seek  that  invest- 
any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  artificial  direction  thus 
given  to  capital,  is  its  false  distribution  between  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  that  country,  and  the  different  classes  of 
society  in  that  country,  in  which  banks  have  those  exclu- 


sive privileges.  The  loanable  capital  will 
in  which  these  institutions  exist,  until  it  has  exhausted  the 
demand  for  it  there,  before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the 
same  country  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will  do  so, 
because,  through  bank  agency,  it  can  derive  more  than 
the  legal  interest  within  the  sphere  of  its  operations,  whilst 
beyond  that  sphere  its  profits  sre  confined  to  that  interest. 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon  capital 
lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes  whose  labor  brings 
a  speedy  return,  at  the  expense  of  the  agriculturists,  whose 
returns  are  slow.  Loans  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  are  obvi- 
profitable  than  those  for  longer  periods.  It  is 
between  simple  and  compound  interest. 
The  merchant,  therefore,  whose  outlay  is  speedily  return- 
ed to  htm,  can  thus  afford  to  deal  in  these  short  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  generally  annu- 
al, finds  himself  forced  to  pay  compound,  for  what  the 
merchant  returns  only  simple  interest.  The  effect  of  this 
is  so  much  felt,  although  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  gener- 
ally understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received  almost  as 
an  adage,  thst  no  farmer  can  afford  to  go  into  bank. 
There  is  yet  another  mode,  sir,  in  which  the  system  pro- 
duces a  f ii lite  distribution  of  capital.  The  available  profits 
of  these  institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  insurance  officer. 
The  directors,  under  these  extraordinary  advantages,  may 
ran  the  risk  of  insuring  o  favorite's  credit  when  it  is  doubt- 
ful, when  he  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thus  the 
fair  trader  will  be  injured  by  the  reckless  and  often  ruinous 
competition  of  these  men  who  have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose. 
This,  sir,  will  always  hap]«n  when  a  bank  has  supplied 
the  demands  ot  good  customers  without  reaching  the  lim- 
its of  circulation  prescribed  to  them.  The  temptation  to 
run  this  risk  is  so  strong  thst  they  too  often  yield  to  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  no  answer  to  these  objections,  to 
say  that  every  section  of  the  country  may  be  supplied  with 
its  due  proportion  of  banking  capital.  The  country  is 
supplied  with  banks  through  its  Legislature,  and  no  Gov- 
ernment has  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  relative  wants 
of  different  sections  in  this  respect.  But,  sir,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment could  ascertain  the  relative  proportions  in  which 
the  different  sections  should  be  supplied  to  make  the  dis- 
tribution just,  it  would  be  unable  to  make  that  distribu 
tion.  A  supply  of  all  the  capital  wnntcd  for  loan  in 
any  country,  through  the  medium  of  banks  like  ours, 
would  expand  the  credit  system  so  rapidly,  from  causes 
which  1  shall  endeavor  to  show,  ns  to  produce  revulsions 
which  would  present  a  scene  of  wida-spread  ruin  and  dis- 
aster. A  fact  which  is  so  impressed  upon  the  public 
mind,  that  every  Legislature,  not  perfectly  wild  in  ita 
movements,  seems  to  have  endeavored  to  restrain  the  sys- 
tem within  the  supposed  wants  of  the  country,  rather  than 
make  the  attempt  to  supply  the  value  demanded.  If  I 
have  been  successful  so  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown 
that  this  system  is  injurious  in  giving  a  false  direction  to 
capital ;  which,  if  left  to  itself,  would  seek  those  invest- 
ments which  bad  most  natural  advantages,  and  which, 
therefore,  would  have  paid  the  highest  profits. 

I  come  now,  then,  to  the  false  and  artificial  laws  of  ex- 
pansion and  contraction,  which  are  introduced  into  our 
currency  and  credit,  (as  I  maintain,)  by  the  banking  sys- 
tem as  it  exists  here.  Instead  of  leaving  currency  and 
credit  to  the  regulation  of  the  great  laws  ordained  by  na- 
ture for  that  purpose,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  that  self- 
regulating  power  which  would  adapt  tbem  to  the  changing 
condition  of  society,  and  harmonize  them  with  each  other, 
our  Governments  vainly  practise  their  political  alchemy, 
to  the  injury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destruction  of  both. 
At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  these  corporations  with  in- 
compatible functions.  We  unite  in  them  the  money-ma- 
king and  the  money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  sir,  are 
the  inevitable  consequences »    Why  they,  make  as  much 
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money  as  possible,  that  they  may  have  the  more  to  lend. 
Tbey  hare  a  direct  interact  in  issuing  as  much  a*  possible, 
and  tbey  always  do  iu  When  their  capitate  arc  loaned 
oat,  tbey  cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  country, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  currency.  Tbe  lat- 
ter, under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  an  undue  proportion, 
and  when  once  it  is  beyond  its  level,  its  overflow  is  inev- 
itable. Debase  it  in  the  least  degree,  and  its  downward 
tendency  is  ever  increasing.  'I 'be  moment  you  increase, 
in  this  way,  tbe  nominal  or  money  price  of  commodities, 
tbe  catastrophe  is  unavoidable.  The  merchant  who  deals 
annually  in  $10,000  of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1 
per  bushel,  will  require  $-U,OO0  of  the  like  credit  to  deal 
in  tbe  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  which  supplied 
the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat  was  at  one  dollar,  are 
unable  to  meet  that  demand,  when  it  is  at  double  its  for- 
mer price.  Tbe  cry  is,  therefore,  "more  banks,"  and 
more  paper  money  is  the  consequence,  until  the  proportion 
between  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  of  that  coun- 
try is  greater  than  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  If  the  real 
balance  of  trade  then  turns  for  a  moment  against  us,  a 
great  commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  even  if  this 
should  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  our  currency  becomes 
more  profitable  than  that  in  our  commodities.  This  cur- 
rency promises  to  be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is 
of  uniform  value  everywhere.  Tbe  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  convertible,  and  when 
the  paper  currency  is  purchased  with  commodities,  the 
holder  seeks  a  redemption  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  refer  to  that  period  in  the  English  his- 
tory, when  its  paper  currency  was  so  inflated  as  to  furnish 
to  a  foreign  enemy  the  means  of  a  direct  attack  upon  its 
credit  system.  It  is  known  that  Claviere,  whilst  the  Bris- 
aoiine  faction  prevailed  in  France,  bought  up  bills  with  the 
direct  purpose  of  presenting  them  for  specie,  and  break- 
ing the  Bank  of  England  ;  a  scheme  which  threatened  so 
much  of  mischief  as  to  have  furnished  the  secret  cause 
(as  many  believe)  of  tbe  suspension  of  specie  pay  men  is  by 
that  bank  in  1783;  a  measure  which  is  said  to  have  been 
advised  by  the  ministry  itself.  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  sir, 
if  this  very  trade  in  our  currency  has  not  been  one  of  the 
leading  causes  of  our  present  distress.  But  I  will  not  enter 
into  an  inquiry  which  would  lead  through  so  wide  a  field  of 
speculation.  I  have  thus  endeavored  to  ahiw,  sir,  how 
this  artificial  connexion  between  credit  and  currency  causes 
them  to  perform  that  perpetual  cycle  of  contraction  and 
expansion  from  which  our  country  has  suffered  so  much 
and  so  often.  It  ought  not  to  surprise  us  then  if  thcee 
vortices  in  our  credit  system,  like  those  uf  the  wild  theorist 
of  antiquity,  should  produce  strange  combinations  and  un- 
expected results.  The  epicurean  philosopher  accounted 
for  the  existence  of  the  world,  by  supposing  it  to  result 
from  the  fortuitous  concourse  of  atoms;  and  we,  not  at  all 


» 
nt 


wiser,  have  attempted  to  build  up  a  fabric  of  credit  upon  a 
revolving  foundation. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman*  that  the  process  which  I 
have  just  described  is  the  result  of  an  unnatural  connex- 
ion between  the  credit  and  currency  systems.  It  may  be 
asked,  in  what  respect  is  this  connex  ion  unnatural  ? 
Why,  sir,  in  this:  we  make  the  currency  eipand  with  the 
credit  of  the  country,  when  in  truth,  although  credit  must 
expand  when  currency  ia  increased,  yet  it  may  increase 
when  currency  remains  tbe  same.  For  instance,  if  we 
were  suddenly  to  double  tbe  amount  of  money  in  tbe  world, 
the  wine  real  value  in  credit  must  be  doubled  also  in  its 


nominal  amount.  But  if  the  currency  remained  tbe  same, 
new  resources  discovered  in  one  country,  making  the  em- 
ployment of  capital  more  profitable  there,  might  readily 
draw  a  greater  proportion  of  currency,  as  a  measure  of 
value,  than  circulated  there  before  the  discovery.  Instead, 
then,  of  making  tho  currency  and  credit  sy •terns  the  means 
of  mutual  expamion,  they  ought  to  be  left  separate. 


When  each  is  true  in  the  discharge  of  its  own  function  ~ 
tbey  vary  according  to  different  lawa  and  upon  difi 
principles.    Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  functions  of 
each  separately,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tbe  true 
laws  of  their  variation.    And  here  I  first  inquire,  what  w 
currency  1    It  ia  that  nominal  and  floating  standard,  by 
which  mankind  have  consented  to  measure  the  value  of 
their  commodities,  and  to  regulate  their  exchanges.  To 
discharge  these  functions,  it  must  first  be  durable,  so  as 
not  to  be  consumed  in  tbe  use  ;  secondly,  it  must  be  porta- 
ble, so  aa  to  be  transferred  conveniently  from  place  to 
as  tbe  uses  of  exchange  may  require ;  and,  thirdly,  it 
be  uniform  aa  a  measure— by  which  I  mean  that  the  pro- 
portion between  the  currency  and  the  material  wealth  ol  all 
countries  should  be  the  same;  and,  to  be  a  perfect  measure 
of  value,  this  proportion  obould  not  only  be  invariable  in 
all  places,  but  in  all  time,  from  age  to  age.    The  last  de- 
sideratum, as  to  uniformity  from  time  to  time,  has  never 
been  supplied  in  practice  or  even  suggested  in  theory ;  but 
the  first  requisites  are  to  be  found  but  in  one  medium— I 
mean  the  precious  metals.    These,  air,  are  highly  dorable, 
are  portable,  and  if  not  obstructed  in  their  flow  by 
eial  regulations,  which  disturb  their  level,  the' 
to  material  wealth  will  be  tbe  same  in  every  country,  oe- 
causc  tbe  supply  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  demand, 
and  as  there  would  be  moat  demand  for  them  where  there 
waa  moat  material  wealth,  so  the  supply  would  also  bo 
greatest  in  those  places.    It  is  also  a  manifest  requisite  in 
currency,  that  it  should  exist  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be 
available  to  all  who  have  a  use  for  it,  and  doubts  have  been 
et  pressed  as  to  the  existence  of  enough  of  the  precious 
metals  for  the  uses  of  money.    But  these  I  have  always 
thought  unfounded.    It  is  obvious  that,  from  time  to  time, 
even  if  the  quantity  remained  the  same,  it 
ciale  in  value  »o  gradually  aa  not  to  affect  the  mass  of  < 
tracts  which  are  for  abort  date*,  by  its  change  as  a 
of  value.    And  if  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  were 
not  seriously  affected  by  the  change,  it  would  be  as  conve- 
nient to  use  a  half  ounco  of  aiiver  in  tbe  dollar  as  one 
ounce.    This  change  wonld  of  itaelf  present  the  means  of 
doubling  the  currency.    But  if  we  put  this  out  of  tba 
question,  we  have  the  facia  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious 
melnls  now  bestowed  on  ornamentul  uses  in  Europe  and 
America,  is  supposed  to  exceed  the  gold  and  silver  coinage 
of  those  countries  by  more  than  a  fourth,  and  that  the 
minea  are  constantly  pouring  in  new  supplies,  which  are 
capable  of  still  further  increase.     Take  theae  facta  into 
consideration,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
supply  of  these  metals  would  be  adequate  to  our  purposes, 
if  Governments  would  abandon  their  contrivances  for  fur- 
nishing a  paper  money  currency.    The  general  tendency 
of  the  metallic  currency,  through  a  aeries  of  age*,  has 
been  to  increase  somewhat  faster  than  the  material  woalth 
of  the  world,  so  that  experience  would  here  seem  to 
support  me,  independently  of  theory.    This  very  circum- 
stance has  sometimes  operated  to  affect  seriously  those  con- 
tracts which  embrace  a  long  period  of  time  in  their  execu- 
tion, as  is  the  case  in  some  of  the  English  leases.  But 
this  change  has  been  so  gradual,  that  the  great  mass  of  con- 
tracts, which  were  for  a  shorter  time,  have  been  adjusted 
by  this  measure  of  value  without  serious  inconvenience. 
If  any  improvement  upon  this  metallic  currency  has  been 
suggested  in  modern  times,  it  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in 
some  uuch  expedient  as  that  of  tbe  Bank  of  Amsterdam ; 
a  system  which,  upon  an  actual  de posit e  of  specie,  issues  a 
like  amount  of  paper,  for  the  actual  letum  of  which  specie, 
upon  the  domand  of  the  bearer  of  the  paper,  tbe  faith  of 
the  State  is  pledged,  or  some  security,  equally  undoubted, 
is  given.    The  advantage  of  this  circulation  is,  that  it  va- 
ries precisely  with  gold  and  silver  as  a  standard  of  value; 
that  it  saves  the  loss  by  wear  of  these 
them  in  effect  as  portable  as  paper. 
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ivernments  will  have  a  paper  currci 
the  safest  mode  in  which  they  can 
it  forth.  But  a  paper  currency  pat  forth  by 
on  any  other  principle,  will  always  have  the  unfortunate 
effect  of  continually  changing  the  meanure  ol  value  l>y  which 
contractu  are  to  bo  adjusted.  Different  Governments  adopt 
different  rules  of  issue.  The  proportion  of  paper  currency 
to  material  wealth  is  different  in  each.  A  man  contracts, 
ei  peeling  to  deliver  by  one  standard,  and  owing  to  its 
change  is  forced  to  deliver  by  anoiher.  He  receives,  per- 
haps, in  ounce*,  and  is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.  This 
injurious  change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and  cred- 
itor feuds  to  disasters  and  sufferings  so  often  witnessed  that 
1  need  not  depict  them.  Other  Governments  base  means  of 
palliating  the  evils  of  this  sodden  change  in  the  measure  of 
value,  not  within  our  reach.  When  a  demand  ia  made  for 
a  sudden  adjustment  in  specie,  of  contracts  formed  under 
(he  expectation  that  they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  paper, 
these  Governments  can,  and  always  do,  interfere  to  prevent 
this  change  in  the  relations  In-tween  debtor  snd  creditor. 
They  make  the  paper  a  legal  tender  between  man  and  man. 
Indeed,  the  English  Government  seems  to  be  well  aware  of 
the  necessity  of  making  paper  currency  a  tender,  after  it  ia 
once  issued ;  it  aces  so  clearly  that  contracts  will  alw  ays  be 
made  under  the  expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  pa- 
per, and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their  adjust- 
ment in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
England  a  legal  tender  by  a  standing  law  of  the  land. 
Here  we  ran  resort  to  no  such  eipedient.  Nothing  but 
gold  and  silver  ran  be  made  a  legal  tender ;  a  point  of  dif- 
ference which  no  American  statesman  should  lose  eight  of. 
What  folly  is  it,  then,  to  introduce  by  legislation  a  standard 
of  measure  in  the  formation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
be  altered  by  the  creditor  at  his  pleaaure,  in  despite  of  our 
laws !  How  vast  and  complex  is  the  fraud  which  we  thus 
practise  upon  our  citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them 
to  contract  by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitution  requires 
them  to  pey  by  snot  her  !  If  a  law  were  patsed  requiring 
every  man  who  had  contracted  to  deliver  a  bushel  of  corn 
to  deliver  two,  the  injustice  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
miftchiet  more,  than  our  paper  currency  has  often  produced. 
So  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  (lie  operation  of  our  banking 
system  upon  the  currency ;  let  us  trace  now  its  effects  upon 
credit. 

What  ia  credit  1  and  what  is  the  real  law  which  regulates 
its  expansion  and  contraction  1  Credit,  sir,  ia  the  conni- 
vance by  which  we  translate  future  resources  to  our  present 
use  and  employment;  or,  in  other  words,  it  affords  the 
means  hy  which  we  obtain  the  present  use  of  capital  by  a 
pledge  of  future  resources— of  resources  which  exist  either 
in  mind  or  matter — of  resources  to  be  found,  sir,  either  in 
our  skill  and  industry,  or  in  capacities  yet  to  be  developed 
in  our  material  possessions.  The  fabric  of  credit  to  endure, 
sir,  must  rest  on  the  solid  rock  of  responsibility,  and  not 
upon  the  fleeting  sands  of  mere  confidence :  or,  sir,  if  I 
may  change  the  figure,  credit  is  the  venous  system  through 
which  the  stream  of  capital  flows,  to  visit  every  part  of  the 
body  politic  with  its  life  dispensing  power.  Disturb  for  a 
moment  tho  free  and  natural  course  of  its  circulation,  and 
you  derange  every  function  of  social  life.  Leave  it  to  fol- 
low its  netoral  courses,  and  it  will  quicken  anew  the  spirit 
of  enterprise,  impart  more  vigor  to  the  arm  of  industry, 
■ml  dispense  health  and  freshness  to  the  frame  and  spirit 
w  inch  it  supports  and  vivifies. 

I  have  said,  air,  that  it  was  the  pledge  of  future  resour- 
ces for  the  present  use  of  existing  capital.  To  make  the 
operation  beneficial,  this  pledge  must  be  upon  real  resour- 
ces ;  so  that  the  borrower  tniy  not  only  return  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  capital  employed,  but  also  retain  a 
profit  for  himself.  If  his  employment  returns  him  an 
amount  just  equal  to,  or  a  less  amount  than,  the  principal 
and  interest  of  this  capital,  there  is  a  clear  lose  to  society 


of  his  labor,  at  least,  and  perhaps  of  more.  It  ia  manifest, 
then,  that  this  operation,  if  beneficial  to  society,  must  he 
founded  upon  real  resources,  and  new  capacities  lor  pro- 
ducing wealth.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  capital  in 
the  world,  to  which  Government  cauuot  add  by  any  of  its 
regulations.  This  ia  all  which  can  be  distributed  ;  and  if 
the  credit  system  exists  in  a  sound  condition,  this  capital 
will  be  distributed  between  the  different  parts  of  the  world, 
and  amongst  different  individuals  in  society,  in  the  relative 
proportion  of  their  compaiaiive  resources.  That  couutry 
which  can  give  moat  for  the  use  of  capital  will  be  first  sup- 
plied, according  to  the  laws  of  trade ;  and  any  community 
which,  directly  or  indirectly,  get*  possession  of  more  capi- 
tal than  he  relative  resources  entitle  it  to  enjoy,  receives  it 
upon  the  terms  of  paying  for  the  use  of  more  capital  than 
it  can  advantageously  employ.  This,  sir,  could  never  be 
the  case  if  Government  were  not  to  interfere ;  but,  unhap- 
pily for  mankind,  it  too  often  happens  that  a  Government, 
under  the  vain  hope  of  benefiting  iu  people,  pursues  a  sys- 
tem oi  measures  which  disturbs  the  natural  level  of  capital. 
For  an  instance  of  this,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  currency 
operation  of  our  banking  system.  1  have  shown,  sir,  the 
operation  of  tin*  system  has  a  tendency  to  increase  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  in  which  it  exists,  far  beyond  the 
basis  of  the  metallic,  which  is  the  currency  of  the  world. 
The  nominal  amount  of  money  is  increased,  and  iu  real 
value  diminished.  Suppose,  ior  instance,  that  two  dollars 
represent  the  same  amount  of  the  necessaries  of  lite  which 
were  formerly  represented  by  one.  The  capital  which  is 
borrowed  at  this  nominal  rise  in  its  money  price,  must  be 
returned  when  the  nominal  price  falls,  and  the  real  value  ia 
raised.  In  other  words,  the  community  which  borrowed 
in  half  dollars  must  return  in  dollars.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious.    The  credit  system  of  any  couutry,  when  it  ia 


sound,  rise 


full 
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lative  resources.    This  is 


the  true  and  single  law  of  its  valuation.  But  Government 
interposes  and  alters  the  measure  of  value.  It  doubles,  for 
instance,  tho  proportion  between  the  paper  currency  and 
the  material  wealth  of  the  country,  by  forcing  every  addi- 
tion made  to  credit,  through  the  banks,  to  produce  a  like 
addition  in  currency.  The  country,  then,  which  has  few- 
est resources  in  comparison  with  others,  may  have  the 
largest  nominal  credit  system,  on  account  of  the  inordi- 
nate expansion  of  the  standard  by  which  its  value  is  meas- 
ured. 

The  credit  system  being  thus  expanded,  let  us  look  for 
a  moment  iuto  the  mode  of  redeeming  the  obligations  thus 
incurred.  This  debt  can  only  be  di-charged  by  a  system 
of  exchange,  under  which  one  debt  ia  made  to  offset  anoth- 
er, so  aa  to  rave  tho  necessity  for  currency  ;  or  else  by  re- 
deeming tho  obligations  in  money.  So  far  aa  the  ex- 
change* adjust  the  balances  due  on  a  certain  day  through- 
out the  country,  the  operation  is  beneficial ;  and  the  rela- 
tions between  debtor  and  creditor  are  not  ruinously  affect- 
ed, notwithstanding  the  inflation  of  the  currency.  But  in 
this  diseased  stale  of  affairs,  the  operation  of  the  conver- 
sion of  that  portion  of  the  credit  system  which  must  be  re- 
deemed by  money  is  terrible.  The  obligstions  were  con- 
tracted upon  the  paper  standard,  but  they  must  be  re- 
deemed in  specie,  if  the  creditor  chooses  to  demand  it,  aud 
this  he  will  do,  if  the  paper  currency  exceeds  its  just  pro- 
portions, because  then  it  will  be  to  his  interest  to  exact 
this  mode  of  adjusting  contracts.  So  far,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  endeavored  to  prove  to  this  committee  thst 
our  banking  system  produces,  first,  an  unjutt  distribution 
of  capital  bet  wren  the  different  sections  of  the  same  coun- 
try and  the  different  classes  of  the  same  society  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  the  connexion  which  it  instituted  between  cur- 
rency and  credit  earned  them  both  to  expand  aud  contract, 
according  to  Liws  different  from  those  which  nature  had 
prcKcriU-d  for  their  regulation.  If  I  have  been  successful 
in  my  effort,  I  have  shown  that  throe  effects  must  flow 
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from  the  very  laws  of  their -creation,  and  that  this  wm  the 
original  *in  of  them  both. 

I  know,  air,  that  tone  advantages  lute  also  resulted 
from  their  operation,  but  none,  in  my  opinion,  which  com- 
pensate for  these  evils.  The  advantage  of  adjusting  the 
balances  due  under  the  credit  system,  by  exchange  or  off- 
set, so  as  to  avoid  a  direct  result  to  currency,  is  immense ; 
and  it  is  true  that  a  large  capital  is  necessary  for  this  busi- 
ness. It  is  necessary,  because  the  greater  the  variety  of 
exchanges  commanded  by  any  one  institution,  the  great  it 
the  facility  for  offsetting  the  one  debt  against  another. 
The  limit  to  this  advantage  is  only  to  be  found  when  the 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  this  way,  by  any  one  insti- 
tution, is  a  <  great  as  to  preclude  competition.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baring,  however,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  English  merchants,  when  examined  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  that  the 
important  business  of  exchange  could  be  cflVcted  more 
readily  through  private  dealers  than  by  banking  institu- 
tions ;  and  there  seem  to  exist  strong  reasons  for  his  opin- 
ion. Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  and  let  us  suppose,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  in  a  young  country  like  ours  we  can 
only  raise  capital  enough  to  deal  in  exchanges,  domestic 
and  foreign,  by  means  of  corporations,  still  I  maintain,  sir, 
that  those  corporations  should  be  single  in  their  end  and 
aim.  They  should  be  confined  to  the  business  of  dealing 
in  exchanges,  and  sll  power  of  issue  should  be  denied 
them.  If  the  banking  system  of  this  country  is  ever  rc- 
foraied,  the  change  must  be  conducted  in  that  spirit  of  an- 
alysis which  has  effected  most  of  the  modem  reforms  in 
fcience.  If  currency  be  the  object  of  the  constitution,  I 
have  already  intimated  the  model  upon  which  I  think  it 
should  be  moulded.  If  the  regulation  of  exchange  and 
the  diffusion  of  loanable  capital  be  the  object,  the  institu- 
tion should  bo  confined  to  this  end  alone.  A  currency 
bank  should  exist  for  currency  alone,  without  the  power 
to  discount;  and  a  bank  of  discount  should  he  confined  to 
that  purpose  without  the  power  to  issue.  The  true  secret, 
I  believe,  sir,  of  regulating  the  machinery  of  corporations 
«o  that  it  shall  work  the  precise  end  intended  for  it,  and 
no  other,  is  to  create  them  with  a  single  purpose,  upon 
which  they  will  then  be  sure  to  move.  But,  sir,  unite  in 
them  incompatible  functions,  and  you  are  apt  to  introduce 
a  complexity  into  their  operations,  which  will  often  pro- 
duce results  entirely  unexpected  at  their  creation,  and  con- 
trary to  the  public  good. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  history  of  our  system  of  paper 
currency  connected  with  credit,  as  we  have  instituted  that 
connexion,  would  illustrate  the  truth  of  my  views,  if  there 
were  time  to  enter  into  this  inquiry.  I  will  not  raise,  an 
issue  of  fact,  however,  when  my  purpose  is  satisfied  by 
drilling  with  first  principles.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  early  struggle  between  the  colonies  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  for  the  field  of  circulation 
which  each  was  endeavoring  exclusively  to  occupy  with 
its  paper  issues ;  a  contest  which  waxed  so  warm  as  to 
make  a  reference  of  their  dispute*  to  the  Crown  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  peace.  Neither  will  I  occupy  the 
committee  with  the  history  of  that  continental  money, 
whose  improvident  issue  was  said  by  one  who  both  felt 
and  knew  its  consequences,  to  have  caused  more  real  suf- 
fering than  atl  the  complicated  horrors  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Did  lime  permit.  I  might  well  pause,  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  to  the  inevitable  tendencies  of  our  bank- 
ing system,  the  wide-spread  derangement  of  our  currency 
and  credit,  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during 
the  war,  until  1819,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
itself  was  perhaps  only  saved  from  a  like  catastrophe  by 
the  suspension  of  a  Treasury  draft.  Yes,  sir,  ami  for  con- 
firmation almost  as  strong  as  proof  of  holy  writ  itself,  I 
might  turn  from  that  period  to  this.  In  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace,  when  the  mighty  energies  of  the  American 


people  were  tasking  themselves  to  their  utmost  upon  the 
finest  theatre  for  exertion  which  any  people  ever  enjoyed, 
we  have  seen  their  career  suddenly  slaved,  and  the  arm  of 
enterprise  itself  folded  in  the  mournful  contemplation  of 
the  ruins  of  the  prostrate  system  of  credit;  a  fabric  which 
fell,  sir,  aa  I  before  observed,  because  it  was  founded,  not 
on  the  solid  rock  of  responsibility,  but  upon  the  fleeting 
sands  of  a  mere  confidence— a  false  ronfidence--engrnder- 
cd,  sir,  by  those  very  institutions  which  were  relied  upon 
as  the  pillars  of  the  edifice. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood. 
I  do  not  war  upon  existing  institutions,  but  with  the  policy 
which  gave  them  birth.  I  would  be  the  last  man  in  this 
community  to  encourage  a  violation  of  these  vested  nghu. 
Neither  do  I  blame  individuals,  sir,  for  entering  into  em- 
ployments to  which  the  policy  of  their  State  Government 
invited  them.  I  have  no  desnc  either  to  return  suddenly 
from  one  measure  of  value  to  another,  so  as  to  disturb  the 
relations  between  debtor  and  creditor.  I  go  for  reform, 
sir,  not  for  revolution.  I  wish  to  see  a  change  of  policy, 
it  is  true ;  I  care  not  how  gradual  it  be,  so  the  prospect  of 
reform  be  certain.  As  one  of  the  means  of  effecting  this 
grailual  reform,  I  propose  a  divorce  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  all  banks.  I  propose  it,  sir,  as  a  measure  re- 
quired by  public  interest,  and  ultimately  beneficial  to  the 
hanks  themselves.  The  depositee  of  public  money,  upon 
which  these  institutions  trade,  and  the  credit  given  to  their 
paper  by  means  of  its  receipt  in  public  dues,  only  serves 
to  stimulate  an  action  already  false  in  its  nature,  and  tends 
but  to  hasten  the  round  of  eipausion  and  contraction  which 
they  are  ever  performing.  In  that  point  of  view  the  con- 
nexion is  injurious  alike  to  the  Government,  the  people, 
and  the  banks.  Upon  every  occasion  in  which  this  con- 
nexion has  existed  with  the  State  banks,  we  have  seen  it 
result  in  s  genera)  explosion  of  the  credit  system.  1  be- 
lieve no  one  doubts  but  tbst  this  connexion  hastened  the 
late  catastrophe,  which  furnished  the  occasion  for  the  late 
call  of  Congress.  The  receipt  of  bunk  paper  in  payment 
of  public  dues  increases  its  credit,  and  exteuds  its  circula- 
tion. The  amount  of  paper  currency  necessary  for  mak- 
ing all  the  payments  required  in  collecting  and  dislumiug 
the  public  revenue,  is  added  to  the  natural  circulation  of 


it  will  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues.  As 
this  revenue  expands  and  contracts,  so  this  portion  of  the 
currency  increases  or  diminishes.  Whilst  the  surplus 
revenue  was  collecting,  this  circulation  increased  upon  that 
credit:  it  increased,  too,  from  the  use  of  the  depositee  up- 
on which  they  traded;  and  when  the  surplus  and  annual 
revenues  of  the  Government  were  being  distributed,  and 
diminished,  a  portion  of  this  currency  wss  drawn  from  the 
field  of  circulation ;  and,  being  no  longer  useful,  its  con- 
version was  sought  in  specie.  Here  is  the  unhappy  and 
froilful  cause  of  fluctuation  in  credit  and  currency,  which 
must  always  exist  under  a  i 
f  here 


out  of  that  connexion,  which  tended  to  hasten  the  »uspt- n- 
sion  of  specie  payments.  I  throw  them  out  of  considera- 
tion, however,  becauso  they  do  not  enter  into  the  genet  al 
question,  and  take  only  those  consequences  which  neces- 
sarily flow  from  a  connexion  between  bank  and  Govern- 
ment under  any  circumstances;  and,  having  shown  the 
injury  which  they  work  to  the  bank,  I  turn  to  their  oper- 
ations upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government :  w  hen 
this  violent  rupture  of  the  lies  which  bind  thcin  together 
takes  piece,  the  Government  is  forced  either  to  take  depre- 
ciated paper,  or  to  demand  specie.  If  they  take  the  first 
alternative,  they  give  a  bounty  to  each  Wtate  to  depreciate 
its  paper,  to  lower  its  taxes,  and  duties  become  no  longer 
uniform.  If  they  choose  the  latter  alternative,  they  lind 
that  its  operation  is  to  raise  the  taxes  upon  the  people  pre- 
cisely at  the  time  when  they  are  least  able  to  encounter  an 
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increase  of  expenditure.  If.  on  the  other  hand,  this  con- 
nexion had  never  existed,  the  t>anlu  would  have  been  belter 
able  to  meet  their  engagement*,  because  iheir  circulation 
would  have  been  more  limited  and  more  justly  proportioned 
to  the  want*  of  trade.  The  operation,  too,  would  have 
kept  enough  of  specie  in  circulation  to  have  met  the  de- 
mands of  Government,  and  lo  have  afforded  a  rallying 
point  to  the  banks  when  any  sudden  emergency  created  an 
unexpected  demand  for  specie.  If  I  have  shown,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  this  connexion  injures  both  bank  and  Stale, 
I  need  not  state  the  obvious  consequence,  that  whatever 
injures  either  the  hanks  or  the  Government,  injures  the 
people  also.  But  my  colleague  seems  to  suppose  that  this 
Govern  moot  can  find  the  means  of  regulating  the  opera- 
tions of  these  banks,  and  uf  producing,  through  them,  a 
sounJer  currency.  His  projet  supposes  a  system  of  re- 
ward*  and  punishments,  through  the  fiscal  action  of  this 
Government,  which  is  so  to  control  the  banks  aa  to  effect 
ibis  salutary  end.  I  will  not  revert  to  thorn  view*  w  hich 
I  have  just  given,  to  show  that  this  expectation  is  false  in 
theory ;  nor  will  I  pause  to  cite  to  him  the  opiniuu  of 
Secretary  Dallas,  who,  after  a  long  experience,  in  1816, 
pronounced  this  hope  to  be  impracticable ;  much  lees  would 
I  cite  to  him  as  authority  my  own  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
I  will  take  his  position  as  true,  for  argument's  sake ;  and 
then  I  would  aak  ray  honorable  colleague  bow  it  is  that 
thinking  with  me  that  this  Government  cannot  charter  an 
institution  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  currency,  still  he 
will  maintain  it*  right  to  buy  Up  the  corporations  of  the 
Mates,  and  regulate  their  chartered  functions  so  aa  to  con- 
trol  the  currency  and  the  exchanges  of  this  country  ? 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  much  aa  I  object  to  the  connexion 
bctw.  en  this  Government  and  the  banks,  on  account  of  the 
disturbing  causes  which  I  think  it  introduces  into  the  ac- 
tion of  the  currency  and  credit  systems  of  the  countty,  I 
have  ano'her  objection  still  more  powerful.    I  never  wish 
to  see  the  batiks  converted  into  political  enginea  again.  Of 
all  the  enormous  additions  which  have  been  made  to  Ex- 
ecutive patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connexion 
with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful.    The  army  of 
officeholders,  though  you  should  count  ibem  as  100,000 
strung,  would  confer  not  half  the  power  upon  the  Execu- 
tive which  the  -possession  of  the  State  banks  would  give  to 
him.    Convert  them  into  political  engines  to  be  worked 
by  his  hands ;  give  him  the  control  over  the  exchanges  and 
currency  of  the  country ;  give  him  the  dispensation  of  hank 
favom,  and  if  he  were  disposed  to  use  them  for  personal  i 
a.iv  tncemcut,  he  would  scorn  your  title  of  kin?,  and  your 
gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the  offer  intimated  n  douht  of  hi* 
absolute  authority  without  them.    If  ihe  choice  of  means 
were  given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain  his 
power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said  to  be  the  nat- 
ural support  of  the  crown,  but  he  would  ask  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  corporations,  wielding  the  money  nower  of  the 
whole  country.    He  would  ask  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions roiyhl  he  secret,  whose  agents  might  be  invisible,  and 
whose  march  upon  their  purpose  could  only  be  diverted  by 
that  impulse  of  interest  which  he  alone  could  regulate. 
Give  lu'tn  these,  sir,  and  be  would  despise  your  standing 
armies  and  your  orders  of  nobility  as  cumbrous  devices,  un- 
worthy of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit  of  mode/n  despotism. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  regarded  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  Slate  in  litis  country  aa  a  conjuncture 
moat  ominoua  to  our  liberties.    Use  the  public  money  to 
buy  up  the  State  banks  lor  the  use  of  ibis  Government,  or 
of  its  Exoeulive  branch,  and  you  at  once  convert  them  into 
political  engines,  you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of 
their  own  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people  under  the 
dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate  influences.    Endow  a 
moneyed  corporation  with  the  functions  of  Government, 
and  you  behold  at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ; 
and  Ihe  history  of  human  suffering  and  of  East  Indian  op- 


pression is  not  silent  upon  this  subject.    Vou  may  place 
the  worst  of  men  iu  authority,  and  he  will  have  some  touch 
of  human  feeling.    Not  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation. 
It  deli  Iterates  in  secret;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a  major- 
ity, with  no  sense  of  personal  and  individual  responsibility 
at  the  bar  of  public  opinion ;  and  it  i*  governed  by  the  sin- 
gle impulse  of  interest    You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for 
the  present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  action  ia 
mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling  or  of 
soul.    I  protest,  then,  sir,  against  any  attempt  to  hind  the 
moneyed  corporations  to  one  government,  and  by  one  com- 
mon political  purpose.    I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  connexion  between  bank  and  Stale,  and, 
perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  required  of  me  to  suggest 
some  belter  plan  for  tbc  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  It 
the  selection  were  left  to  me,  sir,  T  should  adopt  the  plan 
of  special  depositee.    The  General  Government  should  be 
independent  of  the  hanks  as  to  the  medium  in  which  its 
revenues  are  collected,  and  banks  would  be  independent 
of  the  Government  when  tbey  were  no  longer  exposed  lo 
the  power  of  iu  rewards  through  the  privilege  of  trading 
upon  the  public  depositee.    If  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  effected  by  giving  the  banks  a  fair  compensation  for 
keeping  the  public  money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  should  much  prefer 
it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.     The  pecuniary  responsibility  would  be  greater 
tban  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the 
public  revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.    But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  he  in  tho  mesns  which  this  plan 
would  afford  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  ascertain 
the  state  of  the  public  money,  if  at  any  lime  there  was 
cause  to  suspect  either  lite  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.    I  shall  not  fatigue  ihe  committee, 
however,  with  the  details  of  a  scheme  which  I  shall  not 
propose  by  way  of  amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  its  adoption  at  present.  1  should  greatly 
prefer  a  bill  carefully  framed  upon  this  basis  to  the  one 
now  before  us ;  but  I  give  to  thai  the  decided  preference 
over  the  other  alternatives,  of  a  United  Slates  Bank,  or  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  the  State  banks. 
Doubtless,  theie  will  be  difficulties  attendant  upon  any 
scheme  for  regulating  the  custody  of  the  pul  lie  revenue. 
Tho  money  power,  in  all  its  combinations,  presents  the  most 
difficult  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  science  of  Government. 
But  we  must  choose  the  bent  plan  within  our  reach.  It 
is  idle  to  expect  perfection  in  a  system  of  finance.    I  go, 
sir,  fur  the  great  principle  of  divorce,  without  committing 
myself  to  the  specific  details  of  this  bill  further  than  by  the 
expression  of  a  preference  for  them  over  the  connexion  be- 
tween bank  and  State.    In  that  comparison,  1  have  satis- 
fied myself  tbut  it  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage, 
as  its  opponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its  ten- 
dency will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the  Executive  patronage  by  a  larger 
amount  than  any  other  reform  ever  proposed  under  this 
Government.    It  subtracts  the  entire  amount  of  bank  pat- 
ronage fiom  the  Executive,  and,  in  comparison  with  this, 
the  few  additional  officers  lo  be  created  are  as  nothing. 
How  is  this  bill,  sir,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks'!    They  will  bo  afraid,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  litem  for  specie  lo  be  paid  for  public  dues. 
This  objection,  sir,  is  more  specious  than  valid.  The  quar- 
terly receipts  of  ihis  Government  will  range  from  six  to 
eight  millions.    The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
dition lo  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under  this  biO, 
would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  I  am 
informed  that  a  far  less  sum  would  suffice,  as  the  public 
money  is  paid  out  nearly  as  fa»t  as  it  comes  in.    Is  it  to 
he  supposed,  sir,  thai  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  this  coun- 
try could  not  meet  such  a  requisition,  if  they  were  ready 
in  oiher  respects  for  ihe  resumption  of  specie  pay  menu? 
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But,  sir,  in  point  of  fuel,  the  requisition  for  specie  open 
the  bank*,  or  upon  the  country,  under  this  bill,  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  iF  these  Treasury  draft*  be  isaued  for 
circulation,  as  I  presume  will  Ins  the  case.  They  furnish 
more  than  enough  of  medium  for  the  collection  of  our  rev- 
enues. The  banks,  Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  resume  specie 
pay  menu  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is  nearly  or 
wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is  done,  if  they  will  ele- 
vate the  value  of  their  currency  to  the  par  of  specie,  partly 
by  curtailing  their  circulation  gradually,  and  within  the 
limit  of  the  present  discount  upon  their  paper,  and  partly 
by  a  judicious  command  of  exchange*  for  converting  their 
own  obligations,  ihey  may  then  safely  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. Whenever  their*  paper  will  command  its  par  in 
specie  in  the  market,  they  may  safely  undertake  to  give 
specie  for  it  themselves.  This  [  believe  to  be  the  only  true 
mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  this  operation  is  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Government. 
Rely  upon  it,  sir,  that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
nts  by  any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
producing  more  distress  than  we  have  yet  seen  in  the 
community .  To  take  their  depreciated  paper  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to 
resume,  as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  lie  worth 
moie  to  them  than  it  would  be  if  their  paper  was  convert- 
ible. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  that  I  have  this  day  presented 
views  which,  if  true,  will  disturb  the  dream  of  those  who 
believe  that  an  infusion  of  banking  medium,  like  the  fabled 
juice  of  Medea,  will  renovate  the  body  politic,  and  restore 
to  age  the  vigor  and  freshness  of  youth.  I  know,  sir,  that 
there  are  many  who  will  view  my  opinions  as  wild  and  ex- 
travagant. But  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  issue  between  us 
to  the  arbitration  of  time  and  future  exi  erience.  I  am 
aware,  too,  that  you  cannot  touch  a  fibre  of  one  of  the 
cords  imposed  upon  trade,  by  the  restrictive  system,  with- 
out exciting  a  host  in  opposition.  But,  sir,  in  a  contest 
upon  the  great  principles  of  free  trade,  I  am  witling  to  en- 
list for  the  war.  I  feel  that  they  must  succeed,  because  I 
trust  to  the  power  of  truth.  Its  pace  may  be  hobbled,  but 
its  march  will  still  be  onward.  Yes,  sir,  it  will  he  onward 
and  onward,  until  the  people  awake  to  a  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice which  imposed  fetters  upon  the  free  spirit  of  American 
enterprise.  I  hope,  yet,  sir,  to  see  the  day  when  the  captive 
will  throw  its  hands  loose  from  their  bonds,  and  proclaim  in 
joyful  exultation  to  the  world  that  it  is  free — free  to  pur- 
sue the  impulses  of  its  own  genius,  free  to  take  the  di- 
rection of  its  own  interest,  and  ready  to  put  forth  the  whole 
of  ita  mighty  energies  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  proud  destiny 
which  will  then  await  it. 

Mr.  MA80N,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House,  until  the  hour  of  recess,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  as  calculated  to  blast  the  hopes  which  had  in- 
spired the  course  of  the  late  administration,  th.it  the  coun- 
try would  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  sound  currency. 

Evehib-s  Sbssiov. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, the  whole  of  which  are  given  below. 

Mr.  Masox  said  :  Agreeing,  I  as  most  cordially  do,  in  the 
several  measures  which  have  so  fur  been  presented  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Moans,  for  the  consideration  of 
ibis  House,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  am 
now  brought  to  differ  with  those  with  whom  I  have  hereto- 
fore acted. 

This  difference,  however,  I  am  pleased  to  consider,  is  at 
least  but  one  of  mere  expediency,  and  in  itself  contains 
nothing  which  should  sever  those  who  are  united  other- 
wise  in  the  preservation  and  support  of  those  great  and 
leading  principles  which  actunta  political  parties. 

Differences  of  opinion  necessarily  pertain  to  deliberation ; 
it  is  against  the  constitution  of  our  nature  that  it  should  be 


otherwise ;  intelligence,  reason,  and  sound  judgment,  are 
alike  hostile  to  entire  unanimity  ;  nor  would  our  represen- 
tative Government  be  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  for  in  a  1 
acquiescence  in  the  will  of  some  ordained  superior,  if  the 
doctrine  were  allowed  to  hold,  that  party  discipline  exacts 
an  unconsidered  sanction  to  every  measure,  which  brings  a 
recommendation  from  the  Executive  chair. 

8uch  is  certainly  not  the  spirit  of  our  institutions ;  nor 
should  it  be  the  spirit  of  any  party  that  would  act  safely  and 
wisely,  or  even  successfully,  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government  committed  to  their  charge. 

Having  thus  premised,  I  will  proceed  at  once  to  state  my 
objections'  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

Those  who  have  brought  it  in,  address  its  claims  to  our 
favor,  as  a  measure  simply  intended  to  provide  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money.  It  is  said  that  the  former 
depositories,  the  8tate  banks,  having  proved  either  inade- 
quate to  the  duties  required,  or  unfaithful  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  Government  now  should  take  care  of  iu  own 
interests ;  and  that  this  will  be  most  effectually  done  hy  a 
return  to  what  is  called  the  legal  currency  of  the  country, 
and  by  consuming  certain  fiscal  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  keepers  as  well  as  the  dubursers  of  the  public 
money. 

The  machinery  is  certainly  very  simple,  and  if  the  only 
end  to  be  attained  were,  in  truth,  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  money,  however  I  might  dissent  from  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  have  planned  iu  operation,  I  could  not 
see  in  it  those  insuperable  objection*  which  impel  me  now 
to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  evils,  sir,  which  we  are  expected  to  remedy  by  some 
adequate  law,  lie  far  deeper  in  the  public,  mind  than  any 
alleged  insecurity  of  the  public  money — evils  for  which  no 
remedy  is  provided  by  this  hill,  but  which  will,  in  my 
judgment,  be  fastened  upon  the  community  by  its  pas- 
sage— I  mean  the  present  degenerate  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

What  is  now  the  currency  of  the  country  1  I  ask  not 
what  ought  to  be,  but  what  actually  now  is  the  s«de  cur- 
rency ;  the  only  medium  having  exchangeable  value,  by 
which  the  business  of  the  country  is  carried  on  ?  It  con- 
sists entirely,  from  one  end  of  the  confederacy  to  the  other, 
of  irredeemable  bank  paper ;  every  payment  that  is  made, 
every  debt  that  is  collected,  every  transaction  of  every  kind, 
whether  large  or  small,  into  which  money  enters,  is  carried 
on  and  effected  by  paper  that  has  been  issued  by  the  State 
bank*,  and  which  they  no  longer  redeem  with  gold  or  sil- 
ver. Thene  mctuls  have  pa**'d  entirely  out  of  circulation  ; 
they  form  no  longer  any  portion  of  the  money  of  the  com- 
munity ;  treating  money  as  that  only,  which,  for  the  time 
being,  serves  as  the  symbol  of  exchange,  of  things  having 
merchantable  value. 

Thi*  condition  of  the  currency,  is  the  true  and  great  evil 
of  the  times ;  it  affects  the  people  in  their  business,  precisely 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  it  affects  the  Government  in 
the  conduct  of  its  affair* ;  and  there  can  be  no  remedy,  at 
all  adequate  to  relieve  the  Government  from  its  embarrass- 
ments, which  shall  not,  at  the  same  time,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  relieve  the  people  from  theirs. 

In  considering  this  subject  as  I  propose  to  do,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  go  at  lurge  into  an  examination  of  the  cause* 
which  have  operated  to  bring  about  this  state  of  things.  I 
do  not  know  tbat  I  am,  nor  do  I  at  all  proles*  to  be,  equal 
to  this  duty.  And  yet,  were  1  to  attempt  it,  I  should  cer- 
tainly differ  very  widely  from  those  who  trace  these  cause* 
no  farther  than  to  a  redundant  issue  of  bank  paper.  That 
each  issue  has  been  to  a  great  extent  auxiliary  to  the  pres- 
ent embarrassments,  there  can  be  doubt.  But  it  has  been 
auxiliary  only  ;  and  I  freely  admit  that,  in  my  very  hum- 
ble judgmeut,  a  well-founded  objection  to 
em  lnsa  in  this  very  thing : 
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as  our  American  banks  are,  yield  the  facilitiea  of 
credit  too  readily  and  amply  to  the  demands  of  trade,  with- 
out a  power  of  discrimination  between  such  as  arise  from 
the  extension  or  accidental  vigor  of  healthful  commerce, 
and  such  as  have  their  origin  in  a  wild  and  gambling  spirit 
of  speculation. 

Commerce  requires  credit  From  the  day  that  men 
passed  in  their  dealings  beyond  the  first  simple  stages  of 
barter,  credit,  in  some  form,  entered  into  the  affairs  of 
trade.  lis  agency  soon  came  to  be  understood ;  and  the 
winds  are  not  more  active  in  circulating  the  common  air, 
than  credit  now  is,  all  over  the  world,  in  circulating 
through  every  hind  the  productions  of  every  soil. 

Trade  and  commerce,  then,  becoming  drunk  with  pros- 
perity, have  drawn  tno  lavishly  upon  the  credit  offered 
them  through  the  banks;  or,  if  you  will  have  it  otherwise 
expressed,  the  expansible  character  of  bunk  credit  has 
offered  too  great  temptations  to  commercial  enterprise,  and 
wc  are  now  suffering  under  the  consequences  ol  over- 
action,  as  well  on  the  part  of  those  who  used  this  credit  as 
of  those  who  gave  it. 

In  this  reasoning,  I  am  borne  out  by  the  message  of  the 
President:  he  says  that  "our  present  condition  is  chiefly 
to  bo  attributed  to  over-action  in  all  the  departments  of 
business ;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  first  impul- 
ses from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  lo  its  destruc- 

^JSZTSSStl  the^uisiu'oT at d^nlurgement  Hf 
eredit." 

I  have  entered  into  the  subject  thus  far,  only  that  I  may 
invite  you  to  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  difficulties  to  be 
met  than  are  presented  when  our  inquiry  is  confined  simply 
to  a  consideration  of  the  safest  custody  that  we  can  provide 
for  that  portion  of  the  people's  money  which  is  to  pass  into 
the  public  rotifers. 

My  great  objections  to  the  measures  proposed  in  this  bill 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  oommonsurate  with  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times;  they  do  not  meet  the  real  difficulty. 
Tbe  bill  simply  ordains  that  the  Government,  after  a  limi- 
ted time,  will  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues,  and  will  intrust  its  keeping  to  its  own 
officer*  alone.  Now,  if  there  were  a  creative  power  in  our 
law ;  if,  by  this  simple  enactment,  the  bank  paper  could 
be  driven  out  of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came,  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  in  guliicient  quantities  to  meet 
the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the  demands  of  the  reve- 
nue, the  chief  ground  of  my  opposition  would  be  at  once 
removed.  I  can  well  sec,  from  the  experience  we  have 
bad  of  the  evil  tendencies  of  the  banks  to  excessive  issues, 
(and  such,  at  present,  are  ray  decided  impressions,)  that, 
whenever  tbe  currency  is  placed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the 
tribute,  tbe  true  policy  of  Government  may  be  found  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to  withhold  its 
revenue,  while  resting  between  its  collection  and  its  dis- 
bursement, from  the  uso  of  banks,  as  a  fond  to  increase 
their  discounts.  My  reasons  for  this  1  will  give  hereafter, 
when  treating  of  the  proper  positions  which  the  Govern- 
ment may  ultimately  assume  toward  the  State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  tbe  currency  as  it  now  is ; 
for  we  have  not  only  no  guarantee  that  it  will  be  found  in 
an  improved  condition  at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the 
limited  time,)  but  it  is  susceptible  almost  of  demonstration 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  proposed  law  will 
be  to  continue  the  currency  in  its  present  debased  condition. 

The  precious  metal*,  all  -will  agree,  are  now  banished 
from  circulation.  They  are  in  the  country,  I  grant  you, 
and  in  sufficient  quantities,  perhaps,  to  answer  their  accus- 
tomed  duly  of  circulating  in  those  channels  below  the 
reach  of  bank  paper;  but  they  no  longer  pass  from  hand  lo 
hand  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  Their  former  exchange- 
able value  has  been  converted,  by  the  course  of  trade  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  to  a  value  exclusively  marketable ; 
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and  thus  they  have  fallen  back,  and  are  entirely  merged  in 
the  common  and  general  mass  of  merchandise.  Specie, 
whether  in  coin  or  in  bullion,  is  now  merchandise,  and  not 
money  ;  and  those  who  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go 
into  the  market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  as  they  would 
any  kind  of  merchandise  whatever.  How  long,  then,  is 
this  state  of  things  to  continue!  How  long  will  this 
marketable  value  attach,  which  detains  tbe  coin  from  its 
most  appropriate  function  as  current  money  1  And  by 
what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  circulation  \ 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inquiries  is  very  simple. 
Specie  will  continue  to  be  merchandise,  so  long  a«  there 
exists  any  demand  for  it  greater  than  that  which  would 
Invite  or  retain  it  in  circulation.  It  was  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation by  the  demand  for  exportation,  after  tbe  business 
of  the  country  had  realized  the  fact  that  our  exports  were 
insufficient  to  pay  for  our  imports.  The  balance  must  bo 
met,  and  the  precious  metals  were  called  out  of  circulation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  ia  a  necessary  and  funda- 
mental law  of  currency,  that  where  you  have  two  media, 
of  which  eittier  answers  all  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and 
one  of  them,  besides  those  purposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  subject  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly  at  once  to 
meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the  duties  of  currency 
exclusively  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie,  when,  by 
the  exigencies  of  trade,  tbe  latter  was  suddenly  called  off 
to  meet  tbe  new  demand  created  by  the  necessity  in  com- 
merce, of  extinguishing  the  balances  against  our  import- 
era.  There  is  no  mystery  in  all  this.  Imports  are  to  bo 
paid  for  from  those  two  sources  alone:  by  tho  produ 
and  labor  of  the  importing  nation,  or  by  gold  and  *ilv< 
and  whenever  the  former  is  found  inadequate,  the 
metal*  must  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thus  stood  tbe  country  when  the  banks  suspended  the 
payment  of  specie.  They  had  an  agency,  and  a  large 
agency,  I  grant  you,  in  bringing  that  necessity  about ; 
pampering,  as  they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They 
met  all  its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  well  in  the 
rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extravagant  speculations 
to  which  the  apparent  prosperity  of  tho  age  gave  birth. 
But  the  banks  arc  not  alone  to  blame  in  this.  It  is  duo 
to  the  occasion,  and  will  aid  us  in  searching  out  the  true 
remedy  against  a  recurrence,  to  admit,  candidly  and  fairly, 
that  the  Government  itself  saw  as  little  tbe  mischiefs  that 
would  follow  from  the  extension  of  their  credit,  as  tbe 
bunks  did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  the  same  page,  that  when 
the  depositee  were  given  to  the  State  banks,  they  were 
expressly  instructed  to  make  them  the  basis  of  new  incen- 
tives to  commercial  enterprise. 

I  do  not  speak  this  at  all,  air,  in  tho  spirit  of  rebuke ; 
far,  very  far  from  it.  I  adduce  it  ottly  lo  show  that  the 
Government  itself,  against  whom,  as  some  have  said,  the 
bonks  have  committed  tho  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  ac- 
tively instigating  them  to  that  very  extension,  now  se  zeal- 
ously condemned.  How  far  the  banks  might  have  gone  in 
extending  their  discounts,  upon  tho  immense  deposite  thus 
cost  upon  them,  without  this  authoritative  hint  none  can 
easily  tell.  But  it  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that  this 
license  in  advance  did  not  pass  unimproved. 

Having  stated  thus  the  actual  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  briefly  traced  the  causes  which  have  led  lo  it,  let  us 
inquire  next  what  will  be  the  probable  operation  of  a  law 
that  takes  no  account  of  its  enfeebled  state,  but  per- 
emptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the  entire 
revenue,  amounting  lo  some  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in  gold  and  silver.  One 
necessary  consequence,  in  my  apprehension,  would  be, 
effectually  lo  place  it  out  of  the  power  of  tho  banks  to  re- 
sume the  payment  of  specie  within  aoy  reasonable  time. 
How  can  it  be  otherwise?    They  suspended  payment. 
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because  of  the  new  demand  Tor  coin  created  by  the  exigen- 
cies of  trade.  They  have  not  jet  resumed,  because  al- 
though that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  shown  by 
the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still  demand 
enough  to  warn  them  of  the  consequences  of  an  attempted 
resumption,  before  the  trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  con- 
dition to  bear  it.  Sir,  the  country  is  recovering  fat  from 
the  violent  and  sudden  convulsion  into  which  it  has  been 
lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otherwise  be,  when  we  consider 
the  immense  resources  of  this  vast  continent,  wielded,  as 
they  are,  by  a  people  whose  industry  and  enterprise  ac- 
knowledge no  other  limit  than  the  very  bounds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  must  keep  it*  hands  off;  time 
must  be  allowed  for  the  system  to  react,  before  any  new 
or  additional  pressure  can  be  borne. 

If  the  necessities  of  circulation  are  not  strong  enough 
now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as  ■  part  of  the 
currency,  because  of  the  existing  collateral  demand  in 
trade,  does  it  not  necessarily  follow,  that  any  new  de- 
mand will  have  an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  oper- 
ation ? 

Too  create  this  new  demand  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation ;  pass  it,  and  you  at  once  increase  the  premium  that 
ppocie  already  bears  over  the  ordinary  currency  ;  you  give 
it  increased  value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of  such  new 
demand ;  and  to  that  san  e  extent  you  postpone  the  day 
when  it  can  return  into  use  as  a  |>art  of  the  circulat  ng 
medium.  Untii  that  day  comes,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
danks  to  psy  out  specie  upon  their  notes;  they  never  csn 
do  mo,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  reduced  to  a  naked 
demand  for  circulation.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  reasoning, 
the  best  that  could  be  hoped  fur  under  the  proposed  law 
would  be,  that  it  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  abown  that  we  could  have  no  return  to  a 
circulation  of  specie  under  its  auspices  ;  and,  if  this  be  so, 
do  you  believe,  does  any  man  believe,  that  the  law  couW 
be  carried  into  effect  1 

What,  sir,  that  the  Government  alone  should  be  paid 
in  silver  and  gold,  while  those  who  have  the  payments  to 
make  receive  nothing  but  irredeemable  paper  !  How  vain 
and  idle  it  is  to  expect  any  such  thing.  If,  by  any  chance, 
or  lucky  accident,  over-ruling  those  stern  necessities  to 
which  all  human  affairs  are  subject,  the  exigency  of  the 
times  should  have  passed  by,  before  your  policy  begins, 
then  it  might,  thus  chance-favored,  be  that  the  arheme 
could  be  carried  out.  But  it  becomes  us  not  to  legislate 
upon  such  improbable  contingencies.  I  want  no  belter 
evidence  of  what  the  Government  would  be  twelve  months 
hence,  under  the  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  is  now 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes.  There  are,  it  is  said,  (and 
I  presume  with  an  aprrroiimation  at  least  to  the  truth,) 
now  in  this  country  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  coined 
metal.  By  the  existing  law,  (as  there  i«  no  bank  paper 
convertible  into  specie,)  Government  inn  now  receive 
nothing  but  coin  in  payment  of  any  part  of  its  revenue. 
I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part  of  that  revenue  so  paid  1 
With  all  this  abundance  of  the  precious  metals,  fully  three 
limes  as  much  as  we  have  had  at  any  former  period,  do 
we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  any  source  of  revenue.  I  mean  none, 
when  compared  even  with  the  lowest  necessity  of  the  pub- 
He  service.  The  mint,  it  is  true,  does  furnish  a  small 
supply,  barely  sufficient,  if  at  all,  to  meet  those  demands 
which  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this  does  not  conic  in 
sny  shape  of  revenue — far  from  it.  It  is  purchased  by 
Government,  at  market  rates,  and  a  premium  paid  upon 
every  dollar  that  is  brought  in.  8uch  is  the  prevent  slate 
of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  hard-money  law,  while 
the  only  money  of  the  country  is  in  irredeemable  paper ; 
and  such  roust  ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  under 
the  operation  of  any  lows  that  you  may  pass,  so  long  as 


the  money  which  you  requite  is  banished,  by 


I  lay  down,  then,  thin  position,  and  defy  any  refutation : 
that  the  Government  must,  as  a  permanent  necessity,  deal 
in  that  currency  in  which  the  people  deal;  it  is  the  law  of 
its  creation  and  inseparable  from  its  condition.  It  must  re- 
ceive what  the  people  receive,  and  pay  what  they  pay — a 
necessity  from  which  Gove 
and  ought  not  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent 
from  the  necessities  of  immediate  want.  It  is  snuggling 
now  sgainel  this  very  want,  and  precisely  as  any  large  cap- 
italist might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resources  of  its  credit 
to  supply  the  temiwrary  absence  of  revenue.  Have  we  not 
just  passed  a  law,  authorizing  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of 
Treasury  paper,  for  this  very  purpose  1  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  the  necessity  of 
coming  down  at  once  to  the  irredcemaMc  paper  ot  the  banks. 
And  this  only  to  answer  the  present  emergency  ;  for  it  will 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be  restored,  in 
which  alone  the  Government  is  allowed  to  deal,  that  we 
must  issue  at  least  ten  millions  more,  before  we  return 
home  from  the  ensuing  session.  Sir,  I  went  cordially  w  ith 
yau  in  this  use  of  Government  credit;  and  I  will  do  so  again 
should  the  emergency  continue.  But  I  tell  you  fairly  and 
candidly,  and  I  tell  the  people,  too,  that  this  Treasury 
issue  is  all  that  saves  the  Government  now  from  coming 
down  at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  because  your 
revenue  laws,  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are  not  and  cannot 
be  enforced,  if  you  collect  any  revenue,  it  can  only  be  in 
that  very  paper,  because  there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  currency  re- 
main, as  under  such  policy  it  inevitably  must,  in  the  con- 
dition that  it  now  is;  what  are  yon  to  dol  If  you  could 
enforce  the  law  then,  I  ask  why  do  you  not  do  so  now  1 

Why  do  you  not  now  compel  your  debtors  to  go  into 
market  and  buy  specie,  in  order  to  replenish  the  Treasury  1 
So  far  from  this,  we  have  now  a  bill  before  us,  and  which 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  must  paw,  to  save  the  Secretary 
from  the  necessity  of  so  idle  an  attempt.  With  more  than 
four  millions  of  dollars  now  due  in  New  York  alone,  so 
far  from  exacting  payment, -we  are  about  to  give  further 
time  on  all  bonds  due  end  to  become  duo  between  this 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  what  law  you  may,  yon 
cannot  have  your  revenues  paid  in  specie,  so  long  as  it  re- 
mains at  a  premium ;  and  that  ibe  very  first  effect  of  this 
law,  by  creating  a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  tba 
premium,  and  thus  render  permanent  the  very 
to  which  your  legislation  is  now  actually  yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Suppose  the  law 
carried  out,  what  then  would  follow  ?  The  importer,  bo- 
sides  all  other  charges  for  freight,  insurance,  duties,  dec, 
is  required  to  pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  pay 
the  duties.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  added  to  the 
price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  the  whole  effect  of  3  our 
policy  would  be  to  tax  the  people  to  this  extent,  in  order 
that  Government  might  deal  in  gold,  while  they  were  left 
to  struggle  on,  unaided,  against  all  the  ills  of  worthless  pa- 
per money. 

My  view  of  the  subject,  then,  is  that,  by  passing  this 
law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  indefinite  period  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  pay  menu  by  the  State  banks;  that  until  they 
do  resume,  the  Isw  must  l>e  inoperative,  and  the  Trtai-uiy 
supplied  by  loans;  or,  ifenlorced,  besides  creating  anew 
and  heavy  tax  upon  all  foreign  merchandise,  Ibe  sole  effect 
will  be  to  enrich  the  officeholders,  and  all  who  feed  upon 
the  public  crib,  at  tho  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  communi- 
ty. I  know,  sir,  that  (his  last  objection  has  been  scouted 
as  mere  slang,  as  part  of  a  mere  "rabble,"  and  unworthy 
of  notice.  But  I  tell  you  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  overthrown.    I  do  not  believe  (and  tba 


by  Googl 


1429 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


1430 


Oct.  II,  1837.] 


Bill. 


[H.  o?  R. 


disbelief  is  founded  on  the  experience  of  the  present  day) 
that  such  a  law  could  be  carried  out;  but  if  it  were,  the 
host  of  Government  dependants  would  grow  rich  under  it. 
They  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  dollars  more  in 
the  hundred  than  the  money  used  by  the  people;  and 
the  people  would  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  this  five  or  ten 
dollars  So  the  hundred,  to  famish  the  former  with  the  bet- 
ter currency. 

Now,  sir,  in  all  this,  my  sympathies  are  with  the  tax 
payers,  and  not  wiih  the  tax  gatherers.  I  go  for  the  inter- 
est of  those  who  are  to  pay,  and  not  for  those  who  are  to 
receive.  I  cannot  agree  to  any  policy  which  might,  and  I 
believe  would,  lead  to  these  results.  It  is  unwise,  unjust, 
and  unnecessary ;  and  it  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  stand 
one  day  after  those  results  are  ascertained. 

I  may  express  myself  strongly,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  do 
•o  harshly.  I  see  mischief  and  disaster  without  eud,  in  any 
attempt  to  legislate  now  as  you  would  have  us  do  by  this 
bill ;  and  it  is  to  save  ourselves  from  utter  defeat  and  shame 
thai  I  beg  you  to  pause  with  me,  and  consider  the  conse- 
quences of  such  an  attempt. 

Let  me,  before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  present 
another  view,  which,  to  my  mind,  increases  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  by  the  proposed  law.  I  have,  so  far, 
considered  only  the  demand  arising  under  the  accruing  rev- 
enue, as  that  which  is  to  retard  the  resumption  of  specie 
payment.  But  the  revenue  in  arrear,  that  of  which  we 
are  to  postpone  the  payment,  will  come  heavily  in  aid  to 
increase  this  demand  at  the  very  outset  of  the  new  law ; 
to  wbat  extent  we  do  not  as  yet  very  certainly  know,  but, 
reasoning  fr<>m  what  we  do  know,  the  promise  is  eullicient- 
ly  appalling.  The  duty  bunds  to  be  postponed,  amount  in 
New  Y.»rk  alone  to  more  than  7, 000,  ooo  dollars,  computed 
to  January  next,  and,  including  the  other  cities,  to  more 
than  I0.o00.000  dollars;  constituting,  to  such  extent, 
whatever  it  may  be,  an  obstacle  at  the  outset,  over  and 
above  what  is  to  be  encountered  in  its  ordinary  course. 

I  have  beard  it  said,  however,  that  this  very  demand  to 
be  created  under  the  law,  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
in  specie  to  meet  it ;  and  thus  it  is  alleged  that  the  demand 
will  occasion  the  supply.  I  do  not  deny  this  in  the  least 
degree.  There  is  nothing  more  certain,  in  every  branch  of 
political  economy,  than  that  there  will  lie  a  supply  fpr  the 
demand.  But  regard  for  one  instant  only  what  this  de- 
mand is,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning  will  appear  at 
once.  It  is  a  market  demand  which  u  to  produce  this  sup- 
ply. It  is  an  increase  only  of  the  same  demand,  which 
ha*  already  banished  coin  from  circulation  ;  now  it  is  pur- 
chased for  exportation,  then  it  will  be  purchased  lor  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  effect  will  be  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases— to  give  a  marketable  value  to  specie  as  merchan- 
dise, in  lieu  of  the  exchangeable  value  which  it  would 
otherwise  have  as  money.  None  will  pretend  that,  because 
Government  will  pay  it  out  again,  it  will  thereby  circulate, 
unless  they  ran  find  the  term  circulation  fully  satisfied  in 
a  constant  round  from  the  custom  house  to  the  broker,  and 
from  the  broker  to  the  custom  house. 

I  fit  be  true,  then,  that  Government  cannot  command 
the  precious  metals  through  its  revenue,  until  they  return 
b  ick  to  circulation,  the  inquiry  remains  to  be  answered, 
how  that  end  is  to  be  attained  ?  I  would  answer,  first,  it 
will  be  attained  even  before  a  very  long  time,  if  matters  are 
allowed  to  remain,  as  far  as  Government  is  concerned,  pre- 
cisely where  they  now  are. 

Let  as  keep  our  hands  off,  and  the  banks  will  resume 
aa  speedily  as  reviving  trade  will  allow  :  within  that  period 
I  will  not  profeim  to  answer;  but  their  course  of  dealing 
since  the  suspension  evinces  the  strongest  purpose  to  do 
so,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us,  in  his  report,  that  since  the  suspension 
of  specie  payment,  '« the  policy  pursued  by  most  of  them, 
has  been  favorable  to  an  early  discharge  of  their 


merits  to  the  Treasury  and  to  a  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments." And,  again,  in  proof  of  that  position,  he  says, 
speaking  of  the  deposite  banks,  that  "since  the  1st  of 
May,  their  discouuts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
$20,388,776;  their  circulation  $4,091,791  ;  and  their 
public  deposites  $15,007,316,  while  their  specie  has  di- 
minished less  than  $3,000,000."  8uch  ia  the  encourag- 
ing account  which  the  Secretary  himself  gives  us  of  these 
institutions.  We  have  already  seen  the  great  reduction  in 
exchange  since  our  session  began,  evidencing  the  rapid  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  foreign  debt,  and  the  effects  manifest- 
ed by  the  approaching  market  for  the  Southern  staples. 
Even  the  presentation  of  the  bill  for  an  issue  of  Treasury 
paper,  had  an  effect  in  bringing  down  exchange.  Putting 
all  these  things  together,  we  may  safely  argue  that  the 
evil  day  is  passing  by  ;  and  all  that  I  urge  upon  you  is, 
to  keep  hands  off,  and  let  very  well  alone. 

The  resolution  of  IS  16,  mm  in  full  force,  had  the  effect 
at  that  day  of  bringing  about  a  general  resumption  of 
specie  payment  by  the  banks.  It  will  do  so  again,  if  its 
operation  be  unaffected.  I  have  abown  you  already  the 
promise  under  it  But  the  bill  proposes  to  repeal  that  re- 
solution, as  the  first  step  in  the  policy  of  the  new  law. 
Then,  the  attitude  of  Government  towards  these  institu- 
tions was  one  of  encouragement  and  confidence.  It  of- 
fered inducements  to  them  to  resume,  and  invited  back  the 
confidence  of  the  community.  The  wisdom  of  that  policy 
was  manifested  by  the  result.  Now,  the  very  reverse  is 
to  be  attempted ;  in  lieu  of  confidence,  we  present  dis- 
credit ;  for  encouragement,  menaced  destruction.  I  need 
not  add,  that  the  same  end  cannot  be  obtained  by  such  op- 
posite means. 

But  again,  sir,  there  is  in  this  bill  an  entire  departure 
from  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  the  administration, 
on  the  subject  of  the  currency.  It  looks  no  farther  than  to 
a  supply  of  specie  fur  the  Government  and  its  dependants. 
There  is  no  account  taken  ot  the  more  important  object  of 
infusing  specie  into  circulation  for  the  common  use  of  the 
people.  Then,  the  great  effort  was  to  enlarge  ll 
basis,  by  the  suppression  of  small  notes.  The 
ment,  as  the  greatest  creditor  of  the  banks,  sought  to  ef- 
fect this  by  the  control  incident  to  its  large  deposite.  The 
hanks  were  encouraged  in  every  way  to  co-operate;  and 
the  States  were  appealed  to  for  their  aid  in  the  common 
duty  of  a  reform  in  the  currency. 

Many  of  them,  where  there  waa  a  bank  issue  under  five 
dollars,  met  the  appeal  at  once,  by  a  direct  prohibition  to 
that  extent. 

But  the  State  of  Virginia  went  farther.  She  had  long 
since  realized  the  benefits  of  a  specie  circulation  below  five 
dollars,  by  a  prohibition  of  all  paper  under  that  amount ; 
and,  on  the  very  first  occasion  when  the  charters  of  her 
hanks  would  be  reached,  so  recently  a«  during  the  last 
winter,  the  prohibition  was  extended  to  ten  dollars,  and  to 
I  take  effect  at  an  early  day. 

These  were  the  measures  then  contemplated  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  currency,  and  begun  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  powerful  aid  of  Stale  legislation.  Why  are  they  to 
be  abandoned  now  ?  It  was  admitted  then,  and  it  is  be- 
yond all  question  true,  that  specie,  either  in  gold  or  silver, 
will  not  circulate  by  the  side  of  psper.  If  experience  uf 
this  were  wanting,  it  is  sbundsnt  in  Virginia,  in  reference 
to  small  notes;  as  soon  aa  they  were  expelled  by  her  Uw, 
silver  took  their  place.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  her 
policy  could  be  carried  out,  by  the  expulsion  of  nil  paper 
under  twenty  dollars,  gold  would  flow  at  once  into 
the  vacant  channels.  All  this  can  yet  be  done,  by  a  sim- 
ple adherence  to  the  original  plan.  But  your  policy  is  in 
utter  disregard  of  all  snch  intent 

The  greet  forcing  process  now  in  contemplation,  will 
work  the  very  reverse  of  what  was  then  so  strenuously 
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halcyon  days  of  bard  money,  and  the  State*  will  be  com* 
polled,  from  sheer  necessity,  to  license  once  more  the  very 
lowest  issue  of  bank  paper.  Seeing  these  things,  as  I  clearly 
do  in  prospect,  under  the  operation  of  the  proposed  law,  I 
can  have  no  choice  but  to  raise  my  voice  against  it 

Aa  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the  collectors  of 
the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its  branches,  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  I  have  but  little  to  say.  It  is  cer- 
tainly subject  AO  very  strong  objections,  not  the  least  of 
which  is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which  it 
must  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most  dangerous  in- 
fluence, as  being  so  immediately  connected  with  the  public 
money.  Neither  is  this  objection  at  all  answered,  when  it 
is  said  that  the  patronage  will  be  less  than  that  exercised 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  Government  and  the  deposile 
banks  ;  because,  by  the  simple  substitute  of  a  special  for  a 
general  deposits,  all  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away  ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  difference  is  incalculable. 

Whether  I  regard,  then,  the  pernicious  influence  whieh 
this  bill  must  exercise  upon  the  currency,  if  now  enacted 
into  law,  or  the  inadequacy  of  its  provisions  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  money,  I  am  equally  constrained  to  withhold 
my  assent.  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has  never  been  submitted 
to  the  country,  and  has  had  very  little  consideration  here. 
The  innovation  is  too  great,  the  transition  too  violent,  from 
all  previous  usage,  to  be  thus  suddenly  met. 

The  people  are  too  deeply  interested  in  the  consequences 
which  may  follow,  to  have  this  usage  changed,  without 
the  most  matured  consideration.  For  myself,  sir,  I  want 
to  go  home  from  this  whole  subject,  reinfeela.  It  is  a  new 
proposition,  presented  for  the  first  time,  in  an  imposing 
form  by  the  late  message,  and,  before  adopted,  should  be 
well  and  thoroughly  canvassed  before  the  country.  The 
President  himself,  in  proposing  it,  invites,  and  the  subject 
is  well  worthy  of,  the  fullest  deliberation. 

Let  it  be  discussed,  then,  as  it  will  be,  and  as  all  great 
public  measures  ought  to  be,  by  the  people  themselves  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  through  the  press,  before  it 
is  enacted  into  law. 

No  inconvenience  can  possibly  arise  from  this  postpone- 
ment; first,  because  the  time  must  necessarily  be  short,  as 
Congress  will  be  again  in  session,  within  six  weeks  from 
the  adjournment  And,  secondly,  because  the  whole  sys- 
tem proposed  is  now,  under  the  late  orders  of  the  Treasury, 
in  as  full  and  complete  operation,  as  if  specialty  ordained 
by  the  law  under  consideration.  The  Secretary  has  already 
adopted  it,  in  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  under  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  him  by  the  law  organizing  the  Treasury 
Department  There  is  no  occasion,  then,  for  this  great 
huate,  and  there  is  every  reason  why  we  should  forbear. 

We  are  told,  however,  by  an  honorable  member^from 
8outh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picks**,]  that,  by  our  opposition  to 
the  present  bill,  we  are  strengthening  the  interest  of  that 
party  which  seeks  the  re-estsblishment  of  a  national  bank. 
This  suggestion,  air,  has  como  from  a  very  remarkable 
quarter.  I  do  not  allude  now  to  the  member  from  Carolina, 
but  to  a  distinguished  statesman  from  the  same  State,  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol.  The  sub-treasuries,  it  is  said, 
must  be  ordained  at  once,  as  the  only  safeguard  again*  the 
restoration  ot  a  great  national  banking  institution ;  and  this 
ratiocination  seems  to  be  thrown  out  as  a  sort  of  bugbear, 
to  frighten  us  into  instant  submission. 

Sir,  in  my  bumble  sphere  at  home,  or  in  the  halls  of  our 
Siato  Legislature,  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  a  federal 
bank  need  no  new  confession.  I  have  ever  been  an  un- 
compromising foe  to  any  such  institution.  I  believe  the 
existence  of  soch  a  bank  is  inconsistent  with  the  purity, 
and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  popular  government.  I  have 
ever  opposed  it,  in  every  form,  on  grounds  of  expediency; 
and,  what  is  above  all,  to  fix  and  confirm  that  opposition,  I 
entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  has  no 
in  the  spirit  or 


mitted,  then,  to  such  opinions,  and  having  uniformly  acted 
up  to  them  in  every  time  of  trial ;  in  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  through  the  panic  era,  and  the  Executive  veto, 
I  am  not  to  be  frightened  from  what  I  have  taken  aa  the 
path  of  duty,  by  the  new-bora  fears  even  of  so  distinguish- 
ed a  proselyte. 

I  distrust  the  quarter,  sir,  whence  the  denunciation  comes. 
I  have  no  confidence  in  that  counsel  which  springs  from 
thcxeal  of  recent  conversion — opinions  that  aTe  hastily  taken 
up,  are  aa  speedily  laid  aside,  and  arc  worthy  of  no  reliance 
whatever. 

No,  sir,  in  my  humble  judgment  the  danger  of  recurrence 
to  a  national  bauk  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  very  opposite 
quarter :  in  the  immature  conception  and  hurried  execu- 
tion of  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  I  do  not  mean  to  pre- 
dict it  because  I  would  not  be  understood  as  disparaging 
the  judgment  of  those  who  confide  more  readily  than  I  do. 
But  suppose  they  should  fail ;  suppose  it  should  bo  found 
impracticable  to  carry  out  the  new  scheme ;  that  the  curren- 
cy should  grow  worse ;  that  bank  paper  should  continue 
irredeemable ;  and  the  people  become  wearied  out  with  your 
rigid  exaction  of  coin  from  them,  while  nothing  but  paper 
is  paid  to  them  :  I  ask  you,  and  I  put  it  to  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  country,  what  remedy  would  then  be 
ffund  1  You  could  not  fall  back  upon  the  State  banks. 
They  had  just  been  divorced,  and  common  decency  would 
forbid  the  new  espousal.  Where,  then,  would  you  find 
refuge?  Why,  sir,  as  was  done  once  before,  in  the  arms  of 
a  national  bunk,  and  nowhere  else. 

I  am  not  at  all  answered  in  the  objections  thus  advanced, 
when  I  am  told  that  my  apprehensions  of  this  failure  ore 
without  foundation.  You  relied  as  confidently  when 
the  public  money  was  transferred  to  the  8tate  banks,  that 
they  would  not  fail.  Every  official  report  and  every  State 
paper  was  replete  with  their  commendation.  We  were 
lob  I  that  they  were  equal  to  every  emergency,  in  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  furnished  its  best  and 
safest  reliance.  And  yet,  within  two  short  years,  the  whole 
system  is  denounced  as  an  entire  failure.  What  better  as- 
surance can  you  give  us  now  than  you  offered  then  t 

Why  may  not  your  new  scheme  fail  1  I  believe  that  it 
must,  inevitably  must,  if  attempted  now.  And  when  it 
does  fail,  I  can  imagine  no  possible  resource  left,  but  that 
which  our  new  convert  so  esrnestly  deprecates.  I  pray 
you  to  excuse  me,  then,  if  I  do  not  see  with  his  eyes. 

Sir,  in  attempting  these  sub-Treasuries  now,  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  I  may  so  express  it,  is  retreating  to  the  eitadtl 
at  once,  in  the  great  battle  with  a  national  hank.  I  see 
nothing  but  danger  in  the  attempt— opinions  differ  amongst 
your  best  and  ablest  advisers,  whether  you  can  now  make 
the  position  good ;  and  if  yon  do  not,  there  is  no  escape, 
no  choice,  but  in  unconditional  surrender. 

One  word  more,  sir,  to  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carotins,  and  to  those  to  whom  this  portion  of  his  address 
is  directed.  I  understand  him  as  mnking  nn  appeal  to  ihe 
democrats  of  the  North,  to  rally  around  ibis  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  as  their  surest  and  safest  protection  against  the 
oppression  of  Northern  capitalists.  He  tells  them  that 
they  are  looked  upon  as  the  natural  allies  of  the  South, 
because  their  labor  holds  the  same  position  to  capital  in 
their  country  that  our  slaves  hold  to  their  owners  at  the 
South. 

How  these  Northern  democrats  may  relish  the  doctrines 
of  their  new  ally,  I  need  venture  no  prediction.  I  doubt 
whether  they  can  he  brought  to  rally  around  the  standard 
of  a  leader,  who  denies  them  any  place,  even  in  the  com- 
mon scale  of  humanity. 

Is  it  upon  principles  such  as  these,  that  the  Northern 
democracy  is  invoked  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  me 
templated  by  this  bill  1 
are  appealed  to  in  i 
is  the  ««( 
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gui*hed,  we  find  now,  from  any  democracy  of  men— who 
hold  no  place  in  the  thinking,  Acting  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, but  areclaMed  at  mere  dead  weight,  to  be  thrown  at 
will  into  either  scale  of  the  political  balance 

If  there  be  any  such  party  in  oar  favored  land,  I  thank 
Heaven  that  it  is  unknown  in  the  quarter  of  the  country 
from  whence  I  come.    We  have  there,  air,  I  am  proud  to 


ray,  aa  honest  and  alurdy  a  race  of  democrat*  a*  ever  the 
aon  ahone  upon.  Of  intelligent,  thinking,  independent, 
and  free  men ;  each  doing  and  acting  for  himeelf  in  all 
queetione  of  public  interest;  having  perfect  equality  of 
right,  and  participating,  to  the  fullest  extent  of  a  free 
citizen,  in  the  direction  ami  control  of  all  public  affairs. 

This,  air,  is  the  character  of  the  democracy  with  which 
I  am  familiar;  nor  I  apprehend  are  our  true  Northern  de- 
mocrats of  a  texture  any  whit  inferior.  But  I  desire  my 
constituents  at  least  to  know  to  what  sort  of  democracy  the 
merits  of  this  bill  are  addressed  by  its  friends.  Not  to  in- 
telligent and  thinking  men,  but  to  a  class  who  are  counted 
only  by  their  numbers,  and  are  eatimaled  to  have  no  in- 
fluence in  public  affairs,  save  as  a  macs  holding  a  certain 
position  toward  capital. 

[Mr.  Pickax*  here  aaked  the  floor,  and  was  understood 
to  eay,  that  he  did  not  lay  down  the  proposition  as  broadly 
as  was  stated  by  Mr.  Masojt.  He  meant  only  to  say,  that 
the  tendency  of  the  institutiona  at  tho  North  w.is  to  or- 
ganise capital,  and  to  make  labor  tributary  to  it;  and,  un- 
ices such  tendency  were  checked,  would  finally  reduce 
(alior  there  to  a  slate  of  vassalage.  ] 

Having  thus  given  my  objections  to  the  passage  of  any 
law  at  this  time,  which  has  not  for  one  of  its  principal 
objects  a  reformation  of  the  currency,  or,  I  should  more 
properly  say,  which  will  not  by  its  operation  lead  back 
the  banka  to  a  resumption  of  payment,  I  proceed  briefly 
to  suggeat  what  my  opinions  are  of  the  ultimate  attitude 
which  the  Government  should  assume  towards  these  insti- 
tutions. I  have  no  expectation  or  belief,  notwithstanding 
the  cry  which  has  been  raised  against  the  hanks,  through 
the  press  and  otherwise,  that  by  any  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment these  institutions  can  be  destroyed.  It  is  not  in  your 
power  to  do  so,  sir,  if  you  would ;  and,  if  attempted  by 
any  means,  direct  or  indirect,  every  effort  that  you  could 
make  would  eventuate  in  defeat.  Tbey  are  created  by  the 
States— are  incorporated,  and  have  life  given  to  them  by 
their  separate  law— for  their  being  they  lean  upon  the 
8tates,  and  are  as  entirely  independent  of  you,  as  you  can 
of  them.  Most  of  the  States  have  a  large 
in  their  stock,  and  participate  largely  in 
by  the  immediate,  appointment  of  di- 
rectors. 

\  irginia  has  an  immense  fund  invested  in  her  banks, 
the  income  from  which  is  appropriated  to  eduratinn,  to  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  to  «>ther  favorite  objects  of  her 
State  policy.  Besides  all  which,  the  banks  of  each  8tato 
furnish  to  each  the  entire  paper  circulation  within  its  bor- 
ders—a source  of  profit  in  which  the  States  themselves 
largely  participate.  For  good  or  for  ill,  then,  these  bonks 
are  so  closely  interwoven  now,  in  all  their  relations  with 
State  interests,  that  they  cannot  be  eradicated,  cvrn  by  the 
power  upon  which  they  depend  for  existence. 

They  enter  largely  into,  and  influence  to  a  great  extent, 
all  the  elements  which  affect  the  trade  of  the  country  ;  and 
thus,  whether  you  are  connected  with,  or  divorced  from 
them,  whenever  trade  or  the  course  of  exchange  (in  which 
they  largely  deal)  is  deranged  or  injured,  your  finanres 
will  be  immediately  affected.  Tou  may  be  divorced  from 
them  a  mama,  and  a  vineuRi,  and  should  a  period  ever 
occur  again,  when  there  is  a  general  suspension  of  specie 
payment,  your  Treasury  will  atop  payment  in  unison  with 
the  hanks,  precisely  as  it  has  done  now ;  and  the  only  dif- 
ference between  you  will  be,  that  they  will  stop  payment 
as  a  measure  of  precaution,  and  you  from 


I  say,  then,  emphatically,  that  the  present  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  Treasury  is  not  owing  to  its  connexion 
with  the  banks.  Tou  have  not  now  money  enough  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  in  all  the  hanks  north  of  the 
Potomac  put  together,  (the  quarter  where  the  principal 
revenue  is  collected,)  to  carry  on  the  Government  for  two 
weeks.  The  Treasury  is  without  money ;  not  because  the 
banks  have  stopped  payment,  but  because  its  supplies  are 
cat  off.  Its  revenue  is  stagnant  in  the  hands  of  its  debt- 
ors, and  not  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  There  is  money 
enough  due  to  you,  but  you  cannot  get  it  in,  and  so  it  is 
precisely  with  the  banks.  You  and  they  are  both  obliged, 
being  operated  upon  by  the  same  causes,  to  give  time  to 
your  debtors,  and  to  wait  for  the  reaction  of  trade,  the  re- 
vival of  commerce,  before  you  can  again  get  afloat. 

Neither  ia  this  reasoning  at  all  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  you  have  some  five  or  six  millions  yet  on  deposite  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  which  is  styled  "  un- 
available"— meaning  that  you  cannot  command  it  for  use. 
You  cannot  command  it,  simply  because  you  have  no  use 
for  it  in  the  place  where  it  ia.  In  the  Northern  and  East- 
em  8tates,  where  you  had  use  for  tho  money,  you  have 
withdrawn  it  rapidly  since  the  suspension,  and  so  you 
would  have  done  from  those  Souih  and  West,  could  yon 
have  used  the  money  at  the  place  where  it  was.  Suppoee, 
then,  that  this  money,  instead  of  being  on  deposite  in  the 
banks,  was  locked  up  in  sub- treasuries  in  gold  and  silver. 
Five  or  six  millions  of  bullion  is  too  large  a  sum  to  be 
suddenly  transferred  from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to 
the  other  without  producing  very  serious  effects  upon  the 
trade  and  business  of  those  plates  whence  it  is  taken ;  and 
yet  you  would  have  no  other  resource  whatever  in  order 
to  make  it  *'  available,"  but  to  bring  it  away  in  bulk, 
transporting  it  at  heavy  cost  across  the  country  from  the 
place  where  it  was  collected  to  the  place  where  it  was 
wanted. 

You  could  not  command  a  dollar  by  means  of  exchange; 
for  the  very  causes  that  now  make  your  deposite  "  un- 
availaMc''  there,  have  run  up  exchange  to  rather  more  than 
the  expenses  of  transportation.  And  thus  that  whole  fund, 
even  if  now  in  gold  and  silver,  and  in  sub-treasuries  to 
boot,  would  be  just  as  unavailable  to  Government,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  as  their  deposite  is  in  the 
banks  mentioned.  Government  would  not  attempt  to  bring 
awny  the  metal.  The  country  would  not  allow  itself  to  be 
thus  drained ;  or,  if  it  were  done,  the  very  operation  would 
open  the  people's  eyes  to  the  working  of  the  machinery, 
and  all  would  cry  out  against  it.  No,  sir ;  if  this  whole 
"unavailable  fund"  in  the  South  and  West  were  now  lock- 
ed up  there  in  gold  and  silver,  sooner  than  encounter  the 
cost  and  risk  of  transportation,  and  the  clamor  that  would 
be  raised  against  it  in  those  States,  we  should  go  quietly 
U>  work,  as  we  are  now  doing,  and  issue  Treasury  notes 
to  answer  in  its  place,  until  the  restoration  of  trade  to  its 
accustomed  channels  would  allow  its  being  made  available 
by  the  use  of  bills  of  exchange. 

Treating  the  banks,  then,  as  tbey  certainly  are,  institu- 
tions dependent  for  their  being  upon  the  .States  alone,  and 
yet  exercising  «o  important  an  influence  upon  the  trade 
ami  business  of  the  country,  it  becomes  us  next  to  inquire 
what  ie  the  best  and  safest  relation  in  which  the  Govern- 
nwnt  can  place  itself  toward  them,  to  avoid,  aa  far  aa 
may  be,  a  recurrence  of  the  evils  under  which  we  now 
labor. 

In  the  first  place,  I  see  no  prior  necessity,  either  aa  re- 
gards the  welfare  of  the  Government  or  the  banks,  for  any 
I  connexion  between  them  whatsoever.  A  sudden  and  vio- 
lent separation,  such  as  is  contemplated  by  this  bill,  I  have 
already  said  woukl,  in  my  judgment,  be  impracticable  in 
1  the  present  condition  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  Irsn- 
F.iij.in  (from  the  state  of  things  which  such  a  •♦divorce" 
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from  anarchy  ami  confusion  •  people  always  seek  relief  in 

despotism. 

The  process  of  separation  matt  he  gradual  afar  it  it 
commenced.  And  iu  commencement  must  await  the  en- 
tire recovery  of  trade,  accompanied,  as  such  recovery  will 
be,  by  a  sound  and  healthful  currency  ;  that  is  to  My,  a 
currency,  so  far  as  it  is  paper,  convertible  into  specie  at 
will. 

The  Government  may,  I  think,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, and  at  such  time,  confine  its  receipts  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  between  col- 
lection and  disbursement,  from  all  use,  whether  of  tanks 


I  am  aware  that  strong  objections  hold  to  keeping  so 
much  money  idle  as  would  remain  permanently  on  band 
under  any  system  that  may  be  adopted.  But  my  decided 
impression  is,  nevertheless,  that  the  patronage  and  politi- 
cal influences  with  which  iu  use  by  these  corporations 
must  be  attended,  together  with  the  great  incentive  which 
it  offers  to  overtrading,  are  objections  far  stronger.  And 
from  such  inaction  of  the  public  money  I  should  look  for 
another  great  prariital  good.  It  would  invite,  in  the  most 
urgent  manner,  a*  a  fixed  policy,  a  scale  of  revenue  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  standard  of  the  most  economical  ad- 


And  again  :  by  confining  its  receipts  to  gold  and  silver, 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  would  exercise  a  salutary 
control  over  the  issue  of  the  State  banks.  It  would  do  so, 
by  presenting  at  their  doors,  to  the  extent  of  thst  demand, 
always  an  inexorable  creditor— a  curb  sadly  wanted  by  the 
banks  in  their  late  career.  The  receipt  by  Government  of 
gold  and  silver  only,  after  the  paper  medium  becomes  free- 
ly and  immediately  convertible  into  coin,  presents  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  position  that  Government  must  deal 
in  the  same  currency  in  which  the  people  deal,  because 
coin  and  paper  immediately  convertible  are  substantially 
the  same. 

But  I  can  see  no  advantage,  and  on  the  contrary  a  fruit- 
ful source  of  mischief,  in  making  Government  officers  the 
keepers  of  the  cash.  Place  about  them  what  guard*  you 
may,  in  the  shape  of  commissioners,  inspectors,  or  what- 
ever else,  peculation  will  be  endless.  There  is  no  security 
in  it,  and  it  will  involve  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense. 
The  chief  and  over  ruling  objection,  however,  is  the  end- 
lew  source  of  patronage  to  which  it  would  give  rise.  Make 
the  machinery  as  simple  as  you  may,  and  open  to  view, 
wherever  money  is,  temptation  will  creep  in,  and  corrup- 
tion in  every  form  following  at  its  heels.  But  the  money 
can  lw  safely  kept,  under  the  most  ample  security,  and  freed 
from  every  objection  of  patronage  or  political  influence,  by 
a  simple  system  of  special  deposites  in  the  State  banks,  re- 
mnining  alwsys  in  specie,  the  separate  property  of  the 
Government,  and  paid  out  in  kind  upon  drafts  from  the 
Treasury. 

I  have  thus  stated  my  objections  candidly  and  fairly  to  the 
bill.  They  go  more  to  its  peculiar  machinery,  and  to  the 
time  at  which  it  is  brought  forward,  than  to  its  general 
scope  as  a  measure  of  Bute  policy  in  the  sabject  which  it 
is  intended  to  affect.  There  is  no  sufficient  reason,  as  I 
have  already  declared,  satisfactory  to  my  mind  at  least, 
it  should  be  pnssod  now  at  the  close  of  a  short  and 


why  it 

hunted  session.  A  ud  I  take  leave  of  it,  therefore,  in  the 
confident  hope  that  this  great  subject  of  the  relations  be- 
tween bank  and  State  will,  at  a  future  day,  be  presented 
in  such  form  as  will  unite  those  counsel*  which  arc  now 
so  unhappily  divided. 

When  Mr.  Masox  had  concluded — 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  chair  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  As  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
TMr.  Lkgabk]  has  declined  for  the  present  occupying  the 
tloor,  and  no  other  gentleman  aeeins  disposed  to  address 


my 

which  I  had 


the  committee,  I  avail  myself  of  the 
of  iu  attention.  Before  attempting  to 
permit  me,  sir,  to  advert  to  an 
the  honor,  some  two  weeks  past,  to  lay  upon  the  table, 
and  which,  with  some  modifications,  it  is  still  my  wish, 
at  a  proper  time,  to  present 

[Mr.  Robkhtsoh  here  requested  that  the  Clerk  might 
read  a  part  of  his  proposed  amendment.] 

My  proposition,  sir,  substantially  is,  that  the  puhlic 
treasure  shall  be  placed  as  u  special  deposit*  in  the  local 
banks. 

The  bill  before  us, 'Mr.  Chairman,  presenU  for  our  con- 
sideration two  questions,  essentially  distinct,  which,  how- 
ever, seem  frequently  confounded:  one,  as  to  the  medium 
in  which  the  public  dues  should  tie  paid ;  the  other  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  should  he  kept.  The  one  is  a 
question  of  currency  :  the  other  of  custody  merely. 

Agreeing,  sir,  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  James  M.  Ma- 
son,] that  no  Government  ought  to  exact  from  the  people 
a  currency  which  they  cannot  command  without  a  heavy 
sacrifice,  1  am  prepared  to  go  farther  than  he  is.  After  so 
strongly  protesting  ugainst  such  a  policy,  he  must  pardon 
me  for  saying  that  in  insisting,  a»  be  does,  on  specie,  or 
the  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  he  runs  counter  to  his 
own  doctrine.  There  is  but  little  difference  between  his 
scheme,  indeed,  and  that  of  the  bill  before  us,  which  be 
denounces  as  oppressive.  The  only  difference  is,  that  he 
would  permit  the  whole  revenue  to  be  pan!  in  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks,  whereas  this  bill  permits  three-fourths 
only  for  the  ensuing  year,  gradually  diminishing  the  pro- 
portion, until,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  specie  only  shall 
be  received.  But  at  this  lime,  and  until  the  hanks  shall 
open  thoir  vaults,  both  propositions  are  equally  oppressive; 
l«r  until  that  shall  happen,  and  no  man  can  foretell  the 
day,  there  can  be  no  notes  of  specie  paying  banks,  and 
gold  and  silver  therefore  is  exacted  by  bolo.  To  afford 
any  effectual  relief,  wc  must  receive  such  currency  as  the 
people  can  procure ;  we  should  take  from  them  until  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  tho  banks,  such  notes 
as  they  uke  from  each  other;  such  as  the  Sute  govern- 
menU  receive  in  payment  of  public  dues — provided  they 
be  not  too  greatly  depreciated.  If  gentlemen  can  insure 
a  speedy  resumption,  it  may  be  well  to  insist  on  gold  and 
silver,  or  the  notes  of  banks  which  pay  it  out ;  but  to  ex- 
act either  at  this  time,  is  to  be  guilty  of  the  very  oppres- 
sion my  colleague  so  justly  denounces.  The  only  remedy 
for  the  evil  which  those  who  bare  the  power  propose  to 
apply,  is  to  lie  found  in  the  plan  they  have  adopted  of  is- 
suing Treasury  notes.  The  manufactory  of  paper  money 
just  established  in  Washington,  is  to  afford  us  a  current  y 
|  aJequale  to  all  our  wanU.  My  colleague,  who  supported 
the  measure,  disavows  sny  design  of  creating  this  curren- 
cy with  a  view  to  circulation.  I  am  glad  that  be  does. 
But  the  object  has  been  explicitly  avowed  by  many  of  Ha 
friends  on  this  floor.  We  have  been  told,  by  the  President 
thst  eight  or  ten  millions  will  sulfice  for  public  payments; 
and,  with  the  view  of  meeting  those  pay  menu,  we  author- 
ise the  issue  of  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes.  It  only 
requires  authority  to  continue  them  in  circulation,  by  a  re- 
issue, to  supply  the  whole  annual  revenue.  Should  this 
system  become  established,  all  the  channels  that  lead  to 
the  Treasury  will  be  supplied  with  our  new  paper  money, 
and  not  a  dollar  of  specie,  in  all  probability,  find  its  way 
to  it,  except  what  may  flow  from  the  mint.  This  is  the 
plan  of  our  hard-money  Government }  and,  to  reconcile  us 
to  it,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McKim,]  by  a 
strong  figure  of  speech,  calls  this  paper  gold  and  silver. 

I  do  not  profess  to  measure  the  consequences  of  this 
new  issue  of  paper  money.  I  believe  it  to  be  calculated, 
if  not  intended,  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  tSuie  banks, 
and  am  unwilling  myself  to  engage  in  a  war  upon  tbem. 
All  the  Stale*  have  adopted  the  policy  of  bankinj.  Their 
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to  do  this  none  will  question  :  they  have  a  deep  in* 
in  their  respective  banking  institution*.  The  State 
■ented  by  myself  and  colleague*  has  invested  in  them 
her  fond*  for  education  and  internal  improvement.  Un- 
der thcae  circumstances,  it  ia  not  in  oar  place  to  read 
homilies  to  the  8tatc  governments  on  the  impolicy  of 
banks,  aor  to  do  any  thing  here  in  our  representative  charac- 
ter, with  the  view  of  crippling  or  destroying  them.  On 
the  contrary,  within  our  constitutional  power,  we  should 
rather  endeavor  to  restore  their  credit  and  stability. 

As  for  that  part  of  the  bill  which'  directs  in  what  cur- 
rency the  public  dues  shall  be  paid  in  all  time  to  come,  it 
seems  to  me  unnecessary  and  premature.  We  need  not 
in  this  matter  for  posterity ;  nor  even  for  the  next 
or  four  years.  The  present  state  of  the  currency  is 
nucb,  that  we  should  act  more  wisely  to  leave  this  ques- 
tion to  (huso  wIjo  will  come  sfter  us,  and  content  our- 
selves with  providing  for  the  present  emergency.  But, 
air,  I  waive  the  subject  of  currency,  as  one  in  regard  to 
which  the  Government  has  already  settled  its  policy,  and 
po«  on  to  the  other  very  interesting  question  presented  by 
the  bill — that  relating  to  the  custody  of  the  public  money. 

The  plan  which  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  suggesting — 
by  no  means,  however,  of  originating—  that  of  specially 
depositing  the  public  funds  in  the  local  banks,  is  essential- 
ly different,  not  only  from  the  bill,  but  also  from  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Garland  ]  It  main- 
tains the  principle  of  separating  this  Government,  both  in 
its  pecuniary  and  political  concerns,  from  banking  corpora- 
tions, which  my  colleague's  amendment,  providing  for  a 
general  deposite,  does  not,  snd  at  the  same  time  secures 
the  public  treasure  from  the  risk  to  which  the  bill  subjects 
it,  by  leaving  it  in  the  custody  of  individuals.  We  nave 
already  experienced  the  ruinous  consequences  of  leaving 
the  vast  revenues  of  the  Government  in  the  banks  us  a 
basis  lor  banking  operations.  Tbe  plan  of  apeci*'  depos- 
itee, if  adopted,  will  prevent  their  recurrence  for  the  future; 

too,  the  no  less  serious  evils  which  may  be 
from  suffering  these  immense  treasures  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  our  revenue  officers.  There  >'  every 
reason  to  fear  that  those  officers  will  themselves  use  the 
money,  as  the  deposite  banks  have  done,  by  way  of  loan 
and  discount,  or  be  tempted  to  employ  it  in  private  specu- 
lations. The  instances  of  such  abuses  are,  unfortunately, 
bat  too  frequent.  I  must  say,  however,  that  those  alluded 
to  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Uarlanv,]  as  having  occurred 
in  Virginia,  do  not  justify  the  use  he  has  msde  of  them  to 
show  that  his  plan  of  general  deposite  in  bank  is  exempt 
from  danger ;  for  they  occurred  under  that  very  system, 
and  not,  as  be  seems  to  have  supposed,  under  a  system  re- 
sembling what  is  called  the  sub-Treasury.  The  same 
may  be  m id  of  the  almost  innumerable  defaults  in  tbe 
Post  Office.  Still,  they  prove  tbe  difficulty  of  resisting 
temptation,  and  the  danger  to  which  the  public  treasure 
must  be  always  exposed  under  the  most  guarded  regula- 
tion {  and,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  apply  with  increased 
force  to  tbo  scheme  contained  in  the  bill. 

There  are  but  three  modes  suggested  of  providing  for 
tbe  custody  of  the  public  money ;  by  placing  it  in  bank  as 
a  general  deposite,  or  as  a  special  deposite ;  or  leaving  it 
in  the  bands  of  individuals.  I  prefer  tbe  plan  of  special 
deposite ;  but  if  compelled  to  select  between  the  bill  upon 
your  table,  and  the  amendment,  imperfect  and  exception- 
able as  it  is,  I  must  say,  unequivocally,  I  will  take  that 
which  insures  a  separation  rather  than  that  which  perpet- 
uates the  union  between  the  Government  and  the  bunks — 
between  political  power  and  moneyed  capital.  I  hope,  sir, 
tbe  measure  in  its  present  shape  will  not  be  forced  upon 
us.  It  is  because  I  wish  the  principle  to  be  successfully 
carried  into  practice,  that  I  object  to  a  plan  almost  certain, 
by  its  failure,  to  give  a  triumph  to  its 
the  way  for  a  national  bank. 


All  agree,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  a  national  bank,  at  this 
lime,  ia  inexpedient  and  unattainable.  Yet  no  one  can  be 
so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  the  friends  of  sucb  an  institution 
have  it  in  full  prospect.  The  whole  course  of  the  debato 
during  the  present  session,  proves  that  they  by  no  means 
despair  of  its  ultimate  establishment.  Elaborate  arguments 
have  been  urged  with  a  view  to  forests!  public  opinion.  I 
must,  therefore,  sir,  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  committee, 
not  to  enter  at  length  into  the  examination  of  a  subject  so 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  ablest  statesmen,  that  an 
idea  can  scarcely  bo  presented  that  has  not  been  repeatedly 
presented  before ;  but  to  glance  at  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  is  urged,  and  the  reasons  which  render  it  the  object  with 
me  of  apprehension  and  aversion. 

Tbe  power  te  establish  a  national  bank  is  deduced  from 
various  clauses  in  the  constitution.  No  one  pretends  that 
it  is  granted  in  express  terms;  and  the  variety  of  sources 
from  whence  it  is  inferred,  is  a  strong  argument  against  the 
pretension.  We  are  referred  to  tbe  clause  which  autho- 
rizes Congress  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
and  among  tbe  several  8 tales.  The  term  regulate,  is  ex- 
pounded  as  synonymous  with  facilitate,  snd  then  thegrnnt 
of  power  is  made  out  without  difficulty  ;  for  banks,  none 
will  deny,  facilitate  commerce  ;  and  so,  it  msy  be  asserted 
with  equal  truth,  do  ships,  and  canals,  and  roads ;  and  the 
conclusion  to  which  we  arrive  that  Congress  may  incor- 
porate a  bank,  is  equally  strong  in  favor  of  the  right  to 
build  ships  or  incorporate  companies  for  constructing  roads 
and  canals ;  and  this  conclusion,  accordingly,  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  the  federalists  have  always  adopted.  It  loads  us  still 
farther :  for  it  would  justify,  as  indeed  Mr.  Hamilton  as- 
serts, tbe  power  to  incorporate  companies  to  carry  on  a 
foreign  trade,  and,  as  may  upon  the  same  principles  be 
maintained,  to  incorporate  companies  to  carry  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits— for  commerce  is  essentially  dependent  upon 
agriculture,  and,  indeed,  cannot  exist  without  it.  The  ar- 
gument that  pwei  all  this,  proves  too  much ;  and,  prov- 
ing too  much,  proves  nothing. 

But  Congress  may  coin  money  and  regulate  its  value, 
and,  therefore,  may  establish  a  bank.  Making  bank  notes 
is  not,  in  the  sense  of  tbe  constitution,  or  in  any  sense, 
"coining  money."  It  would  be  a  reflection  upon  tbe  un- 
derstanding of  those  who  framed  the  constitution,  to  sup- 
pose they  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  terms  they  used. 

to  issue  paper  be  to  coin  money,  then  every  Slate  bank 
has  exercised  thif  high  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  and 
usurped  the  power  exclusively  conferred  upon  Congress. 
Printing  or  stamping  paper  is  not  coining,  more  than  a  bit 
of  worthless  paper  so  printed  or  stamped,  is  really  what  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  terms  it,  gold  and  silver.  I  will 
not  admit,  sir,  that  bank  paper  or  Treasury  paper  is  a 
coinage  ;  but  I  fear  that  in  establishing  this  manufactory  of 
paper  money  the  friends  of  Slate  rights  have  done  the  very 
act  which  they  denounce.  They  have  established  a  bank — 
the  woi*t  of  all  banks — a  Government  bank.  Let  gentle- 
men lurn  to  the  able  argument  of  Mr.  Hamilton — for  able 
it  unquestionably  is — and  they  will  find  that  one  of  his 
strongest  rea/ons  in  favor  of  the  right  to  incorporate  a  na- 
tional bank  is  deduced  from  the  power,  which  he  contends 
they  possess,  to  establish  just  such  a  manufactory  of  Treas- 
ury notes  as  that  which  we  have  recently  created.  As- 
suming that  power,  which  he  considers  in  essence  the 
power  to  engage  in  banking  operations,  hs  readily  and 
plausibly  at  least  contends,  that  if  to  create  a  bank  be  law- 
ful, it  cannot  be  unlawful  to  incorporate  it.  Sir,  I  will 
not  say  that ;  but  I  will  say,  u  it  be  lawful  to  create  a  bank, 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  power  to  incorporate  it 
exist  or  not.  It  is  the  banking  principle  to  which  I  am 
opposed,  not  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  into 
practice ;  or  rather,  I  would  say,  this  power  to  engage  in 
hanking  operations,  is  more  odious  when  exercised  directly 
by  the  Government,  than  when  exercised  through  the  in- 
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strumentslity  of  a  corporate  body.  On*  man  way  lie  a 
banker,  as  well  as  a  corporate  body  ;  a  Government  a*  well 
as  an  individual.  Gentlemen  war  against  the  power  of  in- 
corporation ;  bat  the  real  danger  is  in  the  power  of  banking ; 
and  of  all  the  modes  of  which  that  power  can  be  exercised, 
the  most  odious,  I  repeat,  and  the  moat  dangerous,  is  that 
by  its  own  direct  agency  ;  in  other  words,  a  Government  or 
Treasury  bank,  such  as  we  have  juat  created. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  again,  that  all  duties  must  be  uniform, 
and  that  thi*  provision  presupposes  the  right  to  establish  a 
national  bank.  No,  air,  il  requires  nothing  more  than  to 
exert  the  power  vested  in  Congress  to  coin  money  and  re- 
gulate ita  value.  When  I  his  is  done,  oil  duties  are  easily 
made  uniform  by  requiring  them  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
currency,  or  in  other  equivalents.  It  requires  no  bank  to 
do  that. 

There  is  yet  another  ground  :  the  plea  which  justifies 
every  usurpation— the  plea  of  necessity.  Congress  may 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  its 
granted  powers ;  and  we  are  told  that  a  bonk  is  necessary  to 
eaable  the  Government  to  collect  and  disburse  its  revenue. 
I  deny  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  such  an  institution  for 
such  a  purpose.  That  institution  cannot  be  regarded  aa 
necessary  or  proper,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  constitution, 
which  did  not  exist  for  years  after  it  was  adopted  ;  without 
which  we  conducted  uur  fiscal  operations  from  1811  to 
1816,  and  Irom  1832  to  the  present  moment.  We  have 
the  authority,  too,  of  Mr.  Madison,  recently  after  its 
adoption,  uncontradicted,  that  the  power  to  grant  corpora- 
tions was  applied  for,  and  refused.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
upon  the  understanding  of  the  sagos  who  framed  that  in- 
strument, to  hold  that  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  was  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  and  yet  that  all  power  of  incorporating 
such  an  institution  was  denied. 

Sir,  to  assert  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  is  to 
fly  in  the  fuse  of  facts,  and  to  endow  Congress  with  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  do  whatever  they  may  choose  to  de- 
clare necessary.  It  is  to  assume  absolute  and  unlimited 
power. 

If  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress,  however,  sir, 
were  undisputed,  I  should  still  oppose  a  national  bank  aa 
inexpedient.  I  concur,  air,  most  fully,  with  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Ht-XTEK,]  that  the  credit  system  needs  no  artificial 
stimulus;  or,  if  it  does,  that  it  has  no  claim  to  derive  its 
aliment  from  the  public  treasure.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the 
credit  system  within  its  legitimate  bounds :  that  credit  which 
rests  upon  anticipated  returns  of  capital  or  labor  will  de- 
serve aid  and  encouragement ;  but  a  credit  having  no  such 
solid  foundations  leads  to  far  different  results.  The  facili- 
ties afforded  by  an  undue  increase  of  banking  capital,  often 
tempt  tho&c  who  rest  solely  on  borrowed  means  to  engage 
in  wild  and  reckless  adventures;  speculations  in  fancy 
blocks,  in  lands  yielding  no  produce,  in  cities  without  a 
house,  harbors  without  a  ship.  If  the  gambler  in  these 
lotteries  should  fail,  the  loss  falls  on  the  laborer  or  the 
capitalist.  If  he  succeed,  it  is  often  at  their  expense.  His 
julacas  rise  like  exhalations,  and  he  lolls  in  his  magnificent 
coach,  while  the  farmer  or  the  mechanic,  often  with  ten 
times  his  substantial  capital,  can  scarcely  afford  an  humble 
dwelling  or  a  one-horse  chaise. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  HorrxAx] 
informs  us  that  the  crcditsyslcm  works  well ;  not,  1  believe, 
sir,  just  at  present.  Doubtless  it  has  worked  well,  through 
the  aid  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates;  at  least  in  the 
North,  and  so  it  may  again.  But  what  has  been  its 
effects  at  the  South!  Cpou  this  subject,  my  friend  fiom 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickens]  his  given  us  some  inter- 
esting details.  Look  back,  sir,  to  the  condition  of  the 
South  before  and  since  the  establishment  of  the  first  national 
bank,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  the  Northern  Stales  compared  with  the  Southern. 
It  may  be  that  other  causes  have  conspired  to  incivase  the 


relative  prosperity  of  the  North,  and  depress  the  Snath. 
But  the  result  is  most  striking.  Virgtuia,  with  one  of  the 
finest  harbors  in  the  Union— with  three  large  rivers  leading 
to  the  interior ;  rich  as  she  is  in  vegetable  am 
wealth— is  tributary  to  the  North  for  most  of  the  : 
goods  she  consumes.  And  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  much  of  this  may  be  attributable  to  tbe  causa  I  have 
mentioned!  WoutJt  not  the  necessary  client  of  such  aa 
institution  be  to  afford  superior  facilities  to  those  among 
whom  ita  capital  was  principally  divided,  and  ran  ' 
possible  that  the  Southern  merchant  could  coma  in  • 
tition  with  tbe  Northern! 

There  is  another  and  obvious  injury  which  a  national 
bank  may  inflict  vpou  the  South.  The  able  man  who  pre- 
sided over  the  last,  has  boasted,  it  is  said,  of  his  power, 
whenever  he  pleased,  to  crush  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  Slates.  This  power— the  power  materially  to  a  fleet 
our  prosperity,  by  sudden  expansions  or  contractions  of  its 
loans — may  never  be  exerted.  Bat  it  is  one  loo  dangerous 
to  be  entrusted  with  those  whose  interests  are  not  indenti- 
fied  with  our  own.  Money,  sir,  it  has  been  often  and  well 
said,  is  power.  We  should  not  be  satisfied  to  look  at  tba 
mere  expediency  of  the  moment!  We  should  look  to  the 
future,  as  well  aa  to  the  paat.  In  all  free  Slates,  collisions 
may  bo  expected  to  arise.  An  oppressive  tariti  has  once, 
already,  nearly  shaken  our  confederacy  to  ita  centre,  and 
brought  us  to  the  very  verge  ol  civil  war.  A  restless  band 
at  the  North  are  even  now  plotting  the  destruction  of  our 
domestic  institutions.  We  have  heard  of  a  Pennsylvania 
legion  of  ten  thousand  ready  to  draw  the  sword  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Executive.  Such  threats  should  not  disturb 
us;  but  for  one,  sir,  I  frankly  declare  that  I  should  be  un- 
willing the  Bouth  should  contribute  the  means  which  may 
be  employed  for  her  own  destruction.  A  national  bank 
was  never  ■  favorite  measure  in  Virginia.  Even  in  1616, 
though  many  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  the  limes,  a  ma- 
jority of  her  delegation  voted  against  it,  and  in  1791, 
when  the  original  sin  was  committed,  it  received  the  sup- 
port of  but  three  members  of  the  entire  representation 
from  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  I  trust  the  attempt 
will  never  again  succeed. 

I  say  not  this,  air,  in  an  invidious  spirit,  or  with  any 
unkind  feeling  to  the  North.  But  the  common  treas- 
ure— the  credit  of  the  Government — should  not  be  made 
the  means  of  aggrandizing  one  section  of  ihe  Union  exclu- 
sively, still  less  made  ihe  instrument  of  oppression  to 
another.  Ii  is  for  these  reasons,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
no  desire  to  see  a  national  bank  ever  re-established.  Sin- 
cerely apptoving  the  principle  which  the  bill  upon  your 
table  proposes  to  carry  into  practice,  I  would  have  it  as 
free  as  possible  from  all  serious  objection;  that  this  Gov- 
ernment may  be  once  again,  and  forever,  separated  from  any 
direct  interest  in  the  business  of  banking  corporations,  and 
they  cease  to  have  any  influence  over  the  political  move- 
ments of  the  Government.  That  principle,  assailed  as  it 
has  been  by  argument  and  ridicule,  every  friend  of  our 
free  institutions  should  wish  to  see  successfully  adopted. 
Il  is  not,  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Wis*]  supposes,  a  novel 
one,  originating  in  an  agrarian  spirit.  Il  claims  a  much 
loftier  origin.  It  received  the  sanction,  many  years  ago, 
of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Sir,  it  is  my  habit  to  lean  upon  the  au- 
thority of  great  namea ;  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  among 
the  evil  auguriea  of  the  times,  that  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  are  made  the  theme  of  ridicule,  while  the  ultra 
foderal  doctrines  of  Mr.  Hamilton  arc  quoted  with  appro- 
bation in  this  hall.  No  man  was  ever  more  ardently  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  liberty  than  Mr.  Jefferson ;  few  ever 
possessed  a  more  vigorous  or  original  mind,  or  more  inde- 
pendently expressed  the  opinions  be  entertained.  Ii  is  to 
him,  as  much  at  least  as  to  any  of  the  great  statesmen  of 
his  day,  that  we  are  iudebtcd  for  what  is  most  valuable  in 
the  froc  institutions  under  which  we  live. 
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Bat,  sir,  we  need  not  the  aid  of  bis  name  to  vindicate 
the  principle  we  maintain.    Our  own  history  gives  us 
proofs  that  it  is  neither  a  new  idea,  nor  had  its  birth  in  a 
factious  spirit.    We  need  only  go  back  to  the  session  of 
1834  to  find  it  supported  by  men  whose  patriotism  and 
sound  republican  principles  will  not  be  questioned.  Early 
in  that  session,  Mr.  (J amble,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  practicability  of  dispensing  with  banks  in  our 
fiscal  operations.    Subsequently,  when  the  deposits  bill 
was  Itfure  the  House,  General  Gordon,  then  my  colleague, 
proposed  his  plan  for  what  is  now  called  too  sub-Treasury. 
Approving  the  principle,  but  believing  it  imperfect  in  de- 
tail*, 1  had  the  honor  of  submitting  a  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  amend  it  so  as  to  dispense 
with  bank  agency.    On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  .-  ninety-one  members,  including  General  Gor- 
don himself,  and  the  opposition  party  almost  to  a  man, 
voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  ;  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  al- 
most exclusively  the  friends  of  the  administration,  voted 
against  it.    Were  those  who  sustained  it  agrarians,  or  ac- 
tuated by  a  spirit  oi  factious  opposition  ?  None  will  assert 
it.    For  myself,  I  can  truly  say  the  motion  was  made  in 
good  nuth.    It  was  placed  opon  the  ground  of  the  insecu- 
rity and  danger,  both  in  a  pecuniary  and  political  view,  of 
a  connexion  between  this  Government  and  banking  corpo- 
rations. On  the  contrary,  the  administration  party  derided 
the  proposition  ;  those  particularly  who  havo  since  occu- 
pied conspicuous  stations  in  the  House.     The  present 
Speaker,  then  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  warmly  commended  the  State  banks  as  every  way 
competent,  and  worthy  of  all  confidence.    The  present 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Cax- 
bbelbxo]  also  opposed  it.    He  has  reminded  us  of  his 
speech,  in  which  he  said  he  concurred  with  me  in  the  prin- 
ciple, but  did  not  think  that  the  proper  time  to  assert  it. 
Yes,  sir,  I  remember  it  well.    He  approved  the  principle, 
but  refused  to  carry  it  into  practice.    He  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  proposition,  and  voted  against  it.    The  bill  providing 
for  a  general  deposits  of  public  money  in  the  State  banks 
was  passed.    It  was  the  favorite  measure  of  the  party  in 
power.    But,  air,  strange  to  say,  those  who,  seemingly  st 
least,  favored  the  principle  of  separation,  now  denounce  it 
»k  tactioui  and  chimerical ;  and  its  opponents  have  become 
its  warmest  advocates.    It  is  not  for  me  to  question  the 
sincerity  of  either  party.    That  is  between  them  and  their 
eon  sciences.    We  have  to  do  here  with  measures,  not  mo- 
tives. I  think  now,  as  I  thought  then ;  and  will  not  change 
my  course,  because  the  administration  party,  or  the  oppo- 
sition party,  may  think  fit  to  change  theirs.    I  havo  never 
bo  far  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  either,  as  to  give  up 
the  exercise  of  my  own  judgment,  nor  consented  to  sub- 
mit to  the  dictation  of  any  party,  or  of  any  man  in  this 
House,  or  in  the  other  House,  or  in  the  White  House. 
Still  less  will  I  yield  up  the  convictions  of  my  own  mind, 
because  my  political  adversaries  hove  acknowledged  their 
truth.    The  experience  of  the  last  two  years  has  been 
enough  to  open  their  eyes  ;  and  I  will  hope,  sir,  they  have 
seen  their  error.    To  adhere  to  an  opinion,  when  reason 
•nd  experience  show  it  to  be  erroneous,  is  to  be  a  bigot  or 
a  hypocrite.    It  is  equally  true  that  those  who  desert  their 
own  principles,  and  act  in  opposition  to  their  own  judg- 
ment, are  slaves,  mere  puppets,  moved  by  the  will  of  an- 
other.   Maeizei  could  construct  a  House  of  Representatives 
as  lit  to  exercise  the  functions  of  legislators-- yes,  sir,  speak- 
er, orators,  and  all,  down  to  the  previous  question. 

But  it  is  asked,  why  legislate  upon  the  subject  now  ? 
The  separation  has  taken  place,  and  the  sub-Treasury 
scheme  is  in  toil  operation.  True,  sir,  but  how  has  this 
been  e  flee  ted  ?  By  the  simple  mandate  of  the  Executive. 
Is  it  not  obvious,  too,  that  this  plan  itself,  as  now  practise.!, 
is  insecure,  and  stands  in  need  of  legislative  provisions  1 

It  is  the  doty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the 
Vol.  XIV. 


if  we 


public  treasure.  We  cannot  justify  • 
don  it  to  the  control  of  the  Executive.  It  is  a  | 
safety  entrusted  to  any  but  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people.  Vet  nur  legislation  is  almost  wholly  shaped, 
so  far  as  concerns  the  revenue,  by  the  other  House,  or  by 
the  Executive.  We  have  even  received  bills  for  raising 
supplies  from  the  Senate  almost  without  a  murmur.  The 
bill  for  depositing  the  surplus  with  the  States,  it  has  been 
mid,  was  amended  at  the  White  House,  so  as  '.o  meet  the 
views  of  the  President.  Look,  sir,  to  the  history  of  the 
Treasury  circular— a  measure  adopted  in  known  opposition 
to  the  will  of  Congress,  and  the  act  repealing  it  pocketed 
by  the  President,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  now  at  the  Her- 
mitage. Look  to  the  course  pursued  for  years  past,  in  re- 
gard to  the  custody  of  the  public  money—removed  from 
the  place  where  you  had  appointed  it  to  be  kept,  to  places 
you  had  never  authorized  to  receive  if.  Yes,  sir,  you  had 
ordained  a  onion  between  the  Government  and  the  na- 
tional bank;  not,  perhaps,  strictly  in  the  bonds  of  lawful 
matrimony.  This  union  lasted  for  years ;  it  was  severed 
by  the  Executive  fiat ;  our  Chief  .Magistrate  cut  the  knot 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  Henry  VIII,  and  then  took  up 
with  almost  as  many  wivea  u  surrounded  King  Holnmon— 
forty  or  more — eighty,  sir,  it  is  said  around  me.  The  State 
banka  came  into  favor.  It  was  an  illicit  connexion ;  the 
banns  had  never  been  celebrated.  We  were  called  upon 
to  sanction  both  acts — the  divorce,  and  the  new  union,  and 
we  complied  most  obediently.  The  8 talc  banks,  in  turn, 
have  given  oflence,  by  too  faithfully  obeying  the  orders  of 
their  lord  and  master;  and  now  the  royal  edict  has  gone 
forth,  and  the  cry  is  «« off  with  their  beads."  The  cham- 
ber of  Blue  Beard  never  exhibited  a  more  bloody  spectacle. 
Yes,  air,  in  little  more  than  two  years,  these  new  favorites 
are  discarded ;  and,  after  the  flattering  picture  drawn  of  the 
entire  security  of  the  State  bonks,  we  now  behold  upon 
our  table  a  bill  to  settle  up  our  accounts  with  the  late  de- 
positories of  the  public  money.  The  Executive  has  again 
taken  the  public  treasure  into  it*  keeping,  or,  rather,  has 
scattered  it  throughout  the  land,  without  the  authority  of 
law,  in  the  bands  of  thousands  of  individuals.  I  repeat, 
air,  it  does  not  become  u*  to  leave  It  in  that  condition. 
We  may  avoid  the  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed,  in  my 
bumble  judgment,  by  placing  it  as  a  special  depositoin  the 
local  banks,  and,  in  making  that  deposite  preserve,  sub- 
stantially,  the  principle  which  the  sub-Treasury  scheme  is 
designed  to  assert.  Special  depositee  no  more  imply  any 
pecuniary  or  political  union  between  tbe  Government  and 
the  banks,  than  such  a  union  would  spring  from  employing 
a  railroad  or  steamboat  company  to  transport  the  mail  or 
munitions  of  war.  I  trust,  therefore,  sir,  we  shall  have 
the  aid  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  way  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  suggest.  It  would  be  the  most  effectual  meant  of  ren- 
dering the  meosure  successful,  and  putting  an  end  to  the 
hopes  of  those  who  look  to  its  failure  as  resulting  in  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

Mr.  G  A RIj  A N  D,  of  V irginia,  thought  it  his  d  uty  to  h)»ko 
some  remarks  on  the  amendment  he  had  projtosed.  After 
replying  to  some  arguments  of  his  colleague  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  banks,  he  adverted  to  the  present  bill.  He  was 
sure  the  Government  would  never  prosper  when  divorced 
from  the  banks,  between  whom  and  the  people  there  still  ex- 
isted a  matrimonial  connexion.  It  was  his  opinion  that,  in 
less  than  eighteen  months  after  the  passage  of  this  measure, 
the  Government  would  seek  to  reunite  itself  with  the  banks. 
The  relief  now  proposed  to  the  people  in  lieu  of  the  State 
banks,  reminded  him  of  a  certain  criminal,  who,  when  on 
his  way  to  the  gallows,  was  ottered  a  reprieve  on  condition 
of  bis  marrying  an  ugly,  wrinkled  old  woman.  The  man, 
after  a  moment's  i 
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And  thus  preferred  hanging  to  a  wedding  on  such  terroe. 
8o  the  tent  en  ce  woe  more  preferable  to  the  people  than  the 
system  now  proposed.  The  object  of  the  divorce  bill  wai 
to  take  the  money  from  banks  and  to  deposite  it  with  sub- 
ngents.  Bat,  in  his  opinion,  taking  into  consideration  the 
frailties  of  human  nature,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  scheme. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  officers  of  Government 
had  less  integrity  than  other  men;  but  when  the  lamenta- 
ble instances  were  called  to  mind  where  individuals  of  high 
standing  had  sacrificed  an  unblemished  character  for  a  mere 
peltry  amount,  it  ought  to  teach  a  lesson  to  guide  them  in 
the  present  instance.  He  would  repeat  the  words  of  his 
colleague  this  morning,  who  had  said  even  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  were,  "  lead  us  not  into  temptation."  He 
advocated  the  plan  of  keeping  the  money  in  the  vaults  of 
the  banks,  as  more  secure,  and  particularly  if  the  amend- 
ment last  offered  were  adopted,  which  provides  that  the 
banks  shall  receive  the  money  a»  a  special  deposite,  and 
without  using  it  iu  any  way  whatever.  He  denied  that 
the  banks  were  insolvent,  as  had  been  stated.  He  had 
been  informed  on  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  were 
a*  sound  now  a*  l>*-fore  they  suspended  specie  payment. 
As  regarded  the  propositi  separation,  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  our  system  of  Government,  although  necessarily 
divided  into  many  branches,  was  all  one.  But  now  they 
talked  of  a  separation  from  those  institutions  of  which  the 
Slate*  had  laid  the  foundation,  and  which  they  had  cher- 
ished to  this  lime.  How  fearful  would  be  that  time,  should 
it  ever  occur,  when  thia  Government  should  consider  it  as 
Its  duty  to  make  its  action  independent  of  the  States !  He 
did  nut  aay  that  gentlemen  designed  this,  but  he  would  en- 
treat them  to  redact  whether  the  present  measure  would 
not  pave  the  way  for  such  a  state  of  things.  The  true 
policy  of  Government  was  to  cement  itself  more  closely 
with  the  Stales,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  i»«uc  of 
Treasury  notes  would  speedily  afford  relief,  and  enablo  tbo 
hanks  to  resume  specie  payments.  It  had  been  said  that 
these  notes  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury  bank, 
but  he  bad  no  apprehension  of  that  kind,  for  the  restric- 
tions to  that  bill  would  render  such  a  result  impossible. 
He  contended  that  the  bank  note  system  had  not  had  a  fair 
trial,  and  referred  to  the  Bank  of  Prance,  and  other  insti- 
tutions, in  support  of  bis  position.  At  the  conclusion  of 
hie  remarks, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES,  the  committee  rose  end 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  without  coming  to  any 
olution  thereon ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BKIGG8,  the  House  adjourned. 


to  show  that  the  committees  to  which  the  several  subject* 
of  investigation  had  been  formerly  referred,  were  not  likely 
to  prosecute  tbe  inquiry  with  any  practical  efficiency.  In- 
deed, he  was  of  opinion  that  no  standing  committee  of  the 
House  ever  would  conduct  a  scrutiny  of  this  nature  with 
effect,  and  insisted  that  none  but  a  select  committee,  and 
that  appointed  by  baHot,  would  be  likely  to  do  any  thing 
to  the  purpose  in  the  mat'er. 

In  reply  to  remarks  of  Mr.  McKat,  on  the  composition 
of  committees,  and  especially  of  tbe  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, Mr.  A.  went  into  a  history  of  that  committee, 
from  the  time  when  be  had  entered  Congress,  and  had, 
contrary  to  his  own  earnest  remonstrance,  been  placed  at 
its  head.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  circumstances  which 
had  attended  the  report  by  that  committee  of  tbe  tariff 
bill  of  went  into  a  history  of  the  manner  in  which 

the  celebrated  compromise  bill  had  been  introduced  into 
the  House,  and  passed  without  debate  by  force  of  the  pre- 
vious question.  He 


Thubmdat,  OcTossn  13. 
FLORIDA  WAR. 
Tbe  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday morning,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKat  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wisk 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry  on  the  Florida  war  till  the  first 
.Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  a  brief  explanation,  plating,  iu  sub- 
stance, that  he  bad  moved  the  postponement  because  all 
the  important  points  in  the  resolution  were  already  within 
the  province  of  different  standing  committees,  or  had  been 
investigated  before  court*  martial  or  of  inquiry.  As  to 
tbe  oxpenses  of  the  war,  he  had  no  objection  to  a  strict  in- 
vestigation of  them;  but  this  could  be  prosecuted  through 
the  standing  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  on  that  subject 
at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion, and  to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(to  whose  vigilance  he  paid  a  compliment)  waa  not,  as  Mr. 
A.  had  before  understood  him,  of  opinion  that  no  investi- 
Mr.  A. 


tbe  practice  of  appointing,  on  all  the  important  committee* 
of  the  House,  a  majority  of  members  in  favor  of  the  ad- 
ministration ;  to  which  he  did  not  object ;  but  stated  that, 
until  the  late  era  of  reform,  the  opposite  practice  bad  pre- 
vailed. He  objected  to  the  postponement,  as  the  committee 
would  want  all  its  time,  and  much  useful  progress  might  be 
made  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  postponement,  and  they 
were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Some  conversation  took  plsce  between  Messrs  BOND, 
McKAY,  and  REED,  as  to  tbe  necessity  of  the  investi- 
gation proposed,  and  as  to  the  abusea  which  exiat  iu  the 
Indian  relations  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BOND  took  occasion  to  introduce  a  statement  of 
appropriations,  within  the  last  two  yeara,  for  tbe  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities,  sll  these  expenditures  being  so 
much  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  military 
establishment. 

Mr  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  hoped  if  tbe  motion  for 
postponement  prevailed,  one  good  result  would  follow: 
that  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  would  discharge  the 
duties  assigned  them.  He  animadverted  with  much  par- 
ticularity upon  the  neglect  of  duty  which  characterize*  so 
many  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  House,  and  tbe 
difficulty  even  of  procuring  meetings  for  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPFERD,  of  North  Carolina,  made 
some  remarks  to  a  similar  purpose,  and  gave  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  be  had  performed  his  duty  as  chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Department 
of  State  ;  staling  some  facts  going  to  show  the  necessity 
of  vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  Commttj 
tees  on  Expenditures  in  the  the  several  Departments. 

8UB-TRE A8URY  BILL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ordora  of  the  day,  and 
went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  F.  O.  J.  8*itb  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
Senate's  sub-Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to 
ve  the  bill  laid  aaide,  to  Uke  up  the  bill  to  settle  with 


have 

the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  HAYNE8,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
the  committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  At  an  early  stage  of  this  discussion, 
while  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Union  was  engaged  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  post- 
pono  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposite  with  the  8 tales,  so 
extraordinary  were  some  of  the  statements  of  fact,  infer- 
ences, and  arguments,  presented  by  some  gentlemen  who 
took  part  in  it,  more  especially  the  remarks  made  by  my 


honorable  friend  from  South  • 


[Mr.  TaoxraoH,] 
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that  nothing  but  the  position  occupied  by  me  could  have 
prevented  my  endeavoring  to  offer  an  immediate  reply. 
That  honorable  gentleman,  in  his  seal  to  throw  upou  the 
late  end  present  administrations  the  burden  of  the  present 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  this  country,  was  pleased 
to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  course  pursued  by 
the  roonarchws  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  periods  of 
commercial  distress  in  those  countries,  for  the  purpose  of 
contrasting  their  paternal  solicitude  fur  their  subjects,  and 
the  grievous  oppression  of  the  American  Government  to- 
wards its  citizens.  Among  the  extraordinary  statements 
ventured  in  this  House,  I  was  not  prepared  to 
Miorahle  gentleman  speak  in  terms  of  eulogy  of 
the  conduct  of  the  French  Government  in  tbe  memorable 
explosion  which  terminated  the  Mississippi  bubble.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  surely  has  not 
lately  revived  his  historical  recollections,  or  be  would  have 
held  very  different  language  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
tbe  French  Government  at  tbe  period  to  which  he  referred. 

Whst,  Mr.  Chairman,  Is  tbe  history  of  tbe  Mississippi 
bubble  1  A  foreign  adventurer  established  a  bank  in  Paris 
in  the  year  1716  or  '17,  which,  having  been  managed  to 
apparent  advantage  for  a  lew  months,  was  purchased  in 
the  name  of  the  Kiog  in  the  course  of  tbe  following  year. 
Banking  was  then  a  novelty  in  France,  and  tbe  scheme 
seemed  to  work  so  successfully,  that  an  emission  of  paper 
sufficient  to  redeem  tbe  public  debt  was  issued  shortly  af- 
l»jr  the  bank  became  the  property  ot  the  King.  It  would 
1m*  a  waste  of  time  lo  recapitulate  the  measures  which  w  ere 
enable  this  bank  to  monopolise  the  whole 
of  France.  By  what  means  it  is 
sary  to  inquire,  tbe  shares,  originally  of  tbe  value  of  500 
lures,  were  raited,  by  a  series  of  speculations,  to  tbe  en- 
ormous  advance  of  10,000.  Tbe  Government  having  be- 
come alarmed  by  the  wild  and  reckless  spirit  of  specula- 
tion produced  by  an  immense  issue  of  bank  notes  without 
a  specie  fund  for  their  redemption,  and  fearing  there  might 
he  n  run  upon  the  bank,  issued  an  edict,  under  severe  pen- 
alties, that  no  individual  should  have  in  his  possession,  in 
coin,  more  than  tbe  sum  of  500  livres.  To  aid  the  bank 
in  sustaining  its  credit,  the  livre,  in  coin,  was  reduced  or 
debased  to  one-half  its  original  value ;  and,  to  cover  tho 
diff-  renee  between  the  livre  in  coin  and  tbe  livre  in  paper, 
tbe  latter  was  made  to  undergo  such  successive  reductions 
in  value  as  thou  Id,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  bring 
it  down  to  the  standard  of  the  debased  coin  of  that  dettom- 
iniilion.  All  would  not  do  to  nustuin  the  credit  of  the 
bank ;  and,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years  from  its 
establishment,  having  afloat  the  euormous  sum  of  lour  or 
five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  irredeemable  paper,  tho 
notable  scheme  w  as  wound  up  by  issuing  an  edict  reducing 
the  price  of  shares  to  5,000  livres ;  which  was  shortly  fol- 
lowed by  another,  compelling  its  holders  to  fund  tbe  bills 
for  tbe  miserable  pittance  of  an  annuity  for  fifty  years'  pur- 
chase, and  that,  so  far  as  t  can  ascertain,  without  interest. 
This,  air,  is  a  statement  of  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  baa  been  pleased  to  eulogize,  as  show- 
ing the  paternal  care  of  the  French  Government  for  its 
subjects. 

How  far  it  tallies  with  the  history  of  the  late  and  present 
administrations  of  Ibis  Government,  the  committee  can 
judge.  Of  the  parallel  the  honorable  gentleman  was  pleas- 
ed to  institute  between  tbe  course  of  tbe  British  and  Ameri- 
can Governments  towards  their  subjects  and  citizens,  in 
periods  of  pressure  and  alarm,  I  shall  speak  hereafter. 
Flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable  as  it  would  seem  to  be,  I  was 
not  particularly  surprised  to  hear  the  American  Govern- 
ment charged,  by  almost  every  gentleman  opposed  to  the 
system  of  mensures  under  consideration,  with  having  pro- 
duced the  extraordinary  state  of  things  which  has  existed 
for  the  last  few  months  in  this  country.  Such  is  tbe  in- 
firmity of  oar  nature,  that  what  is  often  repented  may 


to  be  believed  as  truth,  when  at  its  origin- 
al promulgation  it  was  known  to  contain  no  one  aingle 
element  of  truth  whatsoever.  And  in  what  manner  has 
this  grave  charge  been  supported  ?  If  it  would  not  be  dis- 
respectful to  those  who  have  made  it,  I  would  say,  we 
have  had  "declamation  without  argument,  and  assertion 
without  proof."  That  the  late  President  should  have  come 
in  for  a  full  measure  of  condemnation  is  not  wonderful,  con- 
sidering the  tone  in  which  the  opposition  have  spoken  of 
him  ever  since  the  commencement  of  his  administration. 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  imitate  the  example  of  those  who  bsve 
escribed  the  late  commercial  revulsion  to  Executive  usur- 
pation, by  relying  on  a  mere  contradiction  of  their  charge, 
although,  in  all  fairness,  I  might  do  so. 

The  first  specification  against  Geneial  Jackson  is,  that, 
by  refusing  to  sanction  the  recharter  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  he  opened  the  field  for  the  creation  and  operation  of 
8tale  banks  without  limitation  or  control;  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, that  the  country  has  been  flooded  with  irredeem- 
able paper.  And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
tbe  opponent*  of  the  late  and  present  administratrong  are 
not  agreed  whether  the  paper  currency  has,  or  has  not, 
been  extended  to  an  unreasonable  amount.  If  I  did  not 
greatly  misunderstand  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  a  considerable  portion  of  his  remarks  was  in- 
tended to  show  that  the  local  bank  issues  hud,  at  no  period, 
gone  beyond  their  proper  and  healthful  proportion  to  the 
specie  in  this  country.  If  this  argument  be  true— and  for 
the  preeent  I  shall  pass  it  by  without  further  examination — 
this  grave  charge  of  Executive  influence  in  producing  an 
unsafe  iucrease  of  bank  capital  and  circulation,  must  fall 
to  the  ground.  That  the  veto  upon  the  bill  to  recharter 
the  United  Stales  Bank  in  1832,  may  have  had  some  in- 
fluence in  increasing  the  establishment  of  local  banks,  and 
their  consequent  issues,  I  might  be  disposed  to  admit,  if 
the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  financer,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  my  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina,  to- 
gather  with  considerations  connected  with  it,  did  not  go  to 
cstsbliab  the  contrary.  It  is  well  known  that  the  advocates 
of  a  national  bank  base  their  support  of  that  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  can  and  will  so  regulate  and  control  the 
issues  of  the  Iocs]  banks,  aa  to  keep  them  in  a  sound  and 
healthy  condition.  For  the  purpose  of  the  present  argu- 
ment, it  is  sufficient  that  I  admit  it.  It  is  equally  well 
known,  that  after  a  charter  had  been  granted  to  the  stock- 
holders of  the  late  United  States  bank  by  tbe  8tate  of 
Pennsylvania,  its  president  congratulated  them  upon  its 
severance  of  the  connexion  which  had  existed  between  the 
Government  and  the  old  bank,  because  it  was  belter  for 
both,  ami  the  bank  was  stronger  without  it  than  with  it. 
Pat  this  testimony  together,  and  how  dare  any  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  circulation  of  the  local  banks  haa  been  un- 
sound or  excessive  1  They  shall  not  discredit  their  own 
witness,  Mr.  Biddle,  for  the  purpose  of  extricating  them- 
selves from  tbe  contradictions  by  which  they  are  environed. 
What  then  is  the  result !  Either  that  there  has  been  no 
excess  of  local  bank  paper  in  circulation,  or  a  national 
bank  is  impotent  to  restrain  it.  I  care  not  which  horn  of 
the  dilemma  gentlemen  may  select— either  is  fatal  to  their 
favorite  scheme  of  a  national  bank.  If  I  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  from'South  Carolina,  he  'argued,  or, 
if  he  did  not  so  argue,  it  is  a  fair  inference  from  bis  re- 
marks upon  the  currency,  that  there  had  been  no  over- 
trading in  this  country.  And  here,  too,  if  I  am  correct  in 
my  rccol'ection  of  what  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  he  is 
sustained  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Biddle,  given  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  distinguished  member  from  iMaasachusctts 
[Mr.  An  ins]  about  the  time  Congress  convened  in  1836, 
in  which  he  showed  by  the  state  of  foreign  exchange  that 
this  country  had  not  overtraded. 

It  is  true,  that  in  a  subsequent  letter,  addressed  by  him  to 
tbe  same  distinguished  individual,  he  did  ssy  that  we  bad 
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and  drunken,  and  worn,  a  little  too  much,  and  we 
must  pa/  for  it  How  his  friends  can  reconcile  the  inconsis- 
tency, it  is  not  for  me  to  determine.  But  as  other  gentlemen 
have  pursued  a  line  of  argument  very  different  from  that  trod* 
den  by  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary that  i  should  show  in  what  they  have  been  mistaken. 
They  seem  to  think,  one  and  all,  except  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  8outh  Carolina,  that  the  increase  of  local 
banks  and  banking  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  meas- 
ures of  General  Jackson's  administration,  and  in  urging 
this  charge  we  have  been  taunted  with  the  predictions  of 
two  distinguished  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  one  a  mem- 
ber of  this,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  the  other  a  member  of 
another  branch  of  this  Government,  [Mr.  Wikstbr]  It  is 
aaid,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  question  it,  that  it  was  fore- 
told by  both  the  individuals  referred  to,  that  expansion, 
overtrading,  pressure,  and  ruin,  would  be  the  result  of  the 
Executive  veto  of  the  United  State*  Bank  charter,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  the  custody  of  that 
institution.  Well  might  those  gentlemen  predict  such  a 
result,  wuen  their  own  immediate  fellow-citizens  were  so 
actively  engaged  in  the  bringing  about  its  fulfilment.  And 
hare  permit  me  to  make  one  observation,  which  seems  to 
be  a  fair  inference  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  remarks 
upon  this  subject,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  imputed  to  the 
friends  of  the  late  and  present  administrations,  that  they 
have  mainly  contributed  to  that  creation  of  local  banks  and 
(tanking,  under  which  it  is  alleged  the  country  is  now  suf- 
fering. For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  not  only  the  rate 
of  increase  of  banking  capital  within  the  seven  years,  from 
1890  to  1836  inclusive,  and  the  States  which  have  contrib- 
uted to  it  in  the  largest  proportions,  I  will  present  a  table 
comprising  five  administration  and  five  anti-administration 
States. 

capital  in — 

1830.  1836. 
#20,083,853  #87,308,000 
2,050,000  8,935,000 
1,791,000  8,603,000 
5,571,000  6,511,000 
8,195,000  2,664,000 

$88,890,358  fr>3,078,000 
—  ~  83,690,353 

#90,385,643 

$20,410,000  $40,880,000 

432,000  1,125,000 

0,250,495  6,203,000 

4,631,000  7,936,000 

1,875,000  6,116,000 

$33,608,495  $63,210,000 
=====  88,608,496 

■  $29,601,505 


New  Vork 
Maine  - 
New  Hampshire 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 


Increase  - 

Massachusetts  - 

Vermont 
Maryland 
South  Carolina  - 


I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  carry  the  compar- 
ison further,  by  arraying  any  additional  8tate.  This  se- 
lection probably  makea  it  as  fair  as  if  it  included  all  the 
reel.  But  does  not  the  result  excite  our  wonder  t  That, 
in  Ave  opposition  8 talcs,  containing  an  aggregate  repre- 
sentative population  of  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  without 
fractions,  and  sending  to  this  House  forty -seven  represent- 
atives, the  increase  of  banking  capital  within  the  period 
referred  to  should  have  exceeded  the  increase  in  the  five 
administration  States,  containing  a  representative  popula- 
tion of  upwards  of  four  millions,  and  sending  here  eighty  - 
seven  representatives,  by  more  than  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  the  increase  in  Massachusetts  alone,  loval 
as  sue  U  to  a  national  bank,  should  exceed  the  tocrcWin 


all  the  five  administration  States  just  mentioned,  notwith- 
standing that  the  greatest  commercial  city  in  the  Union  is 
situated  in  one  of  them!  Henceforward,  let  no  member 
of  the  opposition  taunt  us  with  the  increase  of  local  banks 
and  banking,  nor  with  the  fulfilment  of  Massachusetts  \m- 
dictions.  It  is  preposterous,  air,  in  view  of  these  facts,  to 
accuse  General  Jackson  and  his  friends  of  their  agency  in 
thia  business. 

Well  may  it  have  happened  that  some  who  have  made 
the  charge,  were  unable  to  see  tbe  mote  in  our  eye,  becau it- 
there  was  a  beam  in  their  own.  8uppose,  then,  it  be  con- 
ceded for  this  argument  that  local  banks  and  issues  have 
been  inordinately  increased :  let  those  who  have  had  the 
largest  share  in  the  mischief  take  their  part  of  the  odium, 
and  I  am  satisfied.    But  until  they  shall  have  done  so,  let 


then 


i  not 


nay  thnt  we  did  it.    I  might  hav» 


fcried 


to  facts  in  the  banking  history  of  other  States,  under  the 
control  of  those  opposed  to  the  late  and  present  adminis- 
tration*, by  which  tbe  disproportion  would  bo  incrceaed  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  necessary.  As  I  have  shown  the  relative 
increase  of  banks  in  a  eerie*  of  administration  and  anti- 
administration  Slates,  I  wiH  make  a  tingle  observation 
upon  the  subject  of  the  general  expansion  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation, which  is  believed  to  have  occurred  since  the  fir*i 
of  December,  1833.  At  that  period,  tbe  order  bed  been 
but  recently  issued  to  change  the  custody  of  tbe  public 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stoles  to  the  local 
bank*.  Every  one  rcmemlierg  the  panic  and  pressure 
which  existed  from  a  short  time  after  the  meeting  of  Con- 
grew  in  1883,  to  the  close  of  that  protracted  session  in 

1834.  There  was  no  expansion,  there  could  have  been 
none,  in  the  panic-stricken  state  of  the  country  throughout 
that  whole  session.  It  is  true  that  within  a  abort  ume 
after  the  adjournment  the  storm  subsided,  and  things  grad- 
ually returned  to  their  accustomed  channela.  What  fol- 
lowed! 

It  baa  been  asserted,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  without 
contradiction,  that  from  about  November,  1834,  to  July, 

1835,  the  Bank  of  the  United  H  tales  extended  ila  discounts 
about  twenty,  and  its  circulation  about  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, thus  taking  the  lead  in  stimulating  at  its  commence- 
ment, and,  as  1  believe,  creating,  that  very  spirit  of  spec- 
ulation under  which,  so  far  as  causes  in  this  country  have 
been  concerned,  we  are  now  laboring. 

It  ia  true  we  have  beard  much  about  the  effect  of  the 
specie  circular  in  producing  the  present  emburraaamenta  of 
the  country.  But,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
its  eflect  was  any  thing  but  injurioua.  If  its  operation  wns 
to  restrain,  as  it  certainly  must  have  been,  and  not  to  stim- 
ulate, the  •peculations  in  public  lands,  its  eflect  could  only 
have  been  salutary.  But  I  forbear  to  go  further  into  that 
subject.  Before  I  dismiss  my  review  of  the  causes  which 
have  contributed  to  the  multiplication  of  local  banks,  end 
the  increase  of  their  cspiul,  I  must  refer  to  one  which, 
above  all  others,  aside  from  the  expanding  resources  and 
augmented  population  of  the  country,  has,  in  my  opinion, 
been  of  the  most  efficient  in  bringing  about  that  result;  and 
that  is,  tbe  rapid  and  final  extinction  of  tbe  public  debt 
since  1829.  In  whatever  form  a  promise  to  pay  money 
may  he  made,  it  is  credit;  in  all  conceivable  varieties,  from 
the  open  account  to  the  instrument  under  seal,  ini'luiling 
bank  notes  and  stocks,  whether  of  corporations  or  the 
Government,  and  in  all  these  various  forms  may  that  credit 
be  used  for  commercial  purposes.  But  it  is  not  particu- 
larly for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  commercial  uses  of 
the  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  that  I  now  speak  of 
the  eflect  produced,  by  the  redemption  of  that  debt,  upea 
tbe  hanking  institutions  of  the  country.  I  intend  to  speak 
of  it  merely  aa  producing  a  transfer  of  capital  from  one 
employment  to  another. 

In  the  year  1880,  the  public 
lions  of  dollars,  which 


to  forty  mil- 
in  the  abort  period  of 
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four  years.  A  very  large  portion  of  that  debt  (how  much, 
it  U  not  particularly  necessary  to  mention)  was  owned  by 
capitalists  in  the  commercial  portions  of  the  Union ;  owned 
generally  by  those  who  prelcrred  tbe  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  even  a  moderate  rate  of  interest,  to  any  private 
ity  whatsoever,  and  who  would  have  been  glad  that 
could  have  been  irredeemable  forever.  But  tbe 
had  the  right  and  tbe  means  to  redeem  it,  and 
it  was  redeemed  accordingly. 

The  Banie  motive  which  gave  a  preference  to  Govern- 
ment security  would  naturally  prefer  the  next  best  security, 
and  that  security  existed,  or  wan  to  be  obtained,  by  bank- 
ing corporations.  Hence  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  at  least  in  the  commercial  portions  of  the  Union,  by 
releasing  the  capital  which  had  been  invested  in  it,  was 
one  of  the  most  efficient  cause*,  I  doubt  not  the  most  effi- 
cient cause,  of  increasing  the  number  and  capital  of  the 
local  banks  m  that  portion  of  tbe  Union  to  which  I  have 


In  the  younger  8tates,  where 
causes  have  been  instrumental  to  the  same  result — the  multi- 
plication of  banks,  and  the  augmentation  of  their  capital. 
IS'or  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  scarcity  of  a  circula- 
ting medium,  in  the  8 tales  last  referred  to,  has  been  mainly 
instrumental  in  introducing  tbe  establishment  of  banks. 
When  we  consider  a  well -settled  principle  of  trade— that 
a  profitable  channel  of  enterprise  always,  for  a  time,  tempts 
adventurers  into  it,  until  its  profits  are  brought  down  to 
the  level  of  other  pursuits,  and  for  a  time  below  them— ee- 
pecially  when  capital  is  suddenly  released  from  other  pur- 
suits, and  left  unproductive  in  tbe  hands  of  its  owners,  we 
need  not  doubt  that  much  of  the  over  banking  of  this  coun- 
try lias  resulted  from  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
Having,  as  I  think,  acquitted  the  lute  administration  of  tbe 
charge  of  producing  the  banking  mania  which  has  mant- 
les; ed  itself  within  the  last  seven  years,  I  will  proceed  to 
inquire  into  the  immediate  causes  which  have  produced  the 
revulsion  under  which  the  country  is  now  laboring.  What- 
ever may  be  the  opinions  of  others,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
this  revulsion  has  been  occasioned  by  the  heedless  extension 
of  credit  in  every  form  in  which  credit  may  be  employed, 
aa  by  bank  issues,  bills  of  exchange,  dec. 

It  may  be  impossible  not  only  to  ascertain  what  ia  the 
amount  of  the  currency  of  a  country,  but  what  should  t>e 
its  proportion  to  the  commerce  of  that  country  ;  nor  is  it  at 
all  material  to  my  purpose,  in  regard  to  the  present  inqui- 
ry :  that  individual  or  community  has  overtraded  which 
cannot  meet  its  engagements.  Will  any  one  controvert 
this  proposition  1  If  it  be  incontrovertible,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  so,  have  the  banks  been  guilty  of  overbuying,  and 
the  merchants  of  overtrading  ? 

Tbe  present  condnion  of  the  country  can  answer  this 
question.  With  a  large  balance  of  foreign  debt  unsatisfied, 
and  fur  which  there  are  no  present  means  of  satisfaction, 
who  can  deny  that  the  merchants  have  overtraded  1  And 
are  the  banks  in  a  better  condition?    How  stood  the  ac- 


ia  found  in  the  fact  that  they  cannot  redeem  their  promises, 
and  at  best  are  only  able  to  exchange  one  promise  for  an- 
other. For  my  part,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  advocate 
of  the  banks  can  pretend  that  they  have  net  overtraded  to 
an  enormous  extent,  without  indirectly  charging  them  with 
deliberate  and  wilful  fraud  upon  the  public.  It  may  he 
said  that  the  banks  are  unable  to  meet  their  engagement* 
becnuse  their  debtors  sre  unable  to  pay  them.  Dut  this 
only  carries  us  one  step  further  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
whole  country  has  overtraded— a  fact  of  which  I  have  not 
the  smallest  doobt.  T  might  have  shown  the  enomtousdis- 
proportion  between  the  value  of  our  exports  and  imports 
for  the  two  or  three  years  ending  with  tbe  year  1836,  of 
the  immense  sums  vested  in  public  lands,  tbe  disproportion 
lvctween  the  prices  of  various  species  of  property,  and  the 
annual  profits  of  such  property  ;  but  I  have  chosen  to  save 
the  committee  and  myself  such  details,  and  only  to  present 
incontrovertible  facta,  estaldishing,  beyond  tbe  shadow  of 
doubt,  that  the  banks  have  over  banked,  and  the  traders 
What  has  stimulated  to  all  this  is  the 


counts  of  the  late  deposits  banks  as  to  immediate  meant) 
and  liabilities  on  the  15th  of  August?  They  show  imme- 
diate liabilities  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  four  mil- 
hone  of  dollars,  and  immediate  means  to  tbe  amount  of  but 
forty-four  millions  and  about  eight  hundred  and  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  of  which  only  ten  millions  five  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars  and  a  fraction  was  in  specie.  In 
the  general  account  of  means  and  liabilities,  it  is  true  tbnt 
a  large  amount  of  these  obligations  are  to  the  stockholders; 
but  the  fact  of  the  great  disproportion  between  their  dis- 

sum's  liscii  nas  i>eeii  wttnurawn  from  mem,  ami  exist*  in 
mere  credit  in  the  notes  ol  the  stockholders;  thus  showing 
that  the  supposed  capital  of  the  hanks  is  credit,  and  not 
money.  But  if  evidence  is  wanting,  as  conclusive  as  evi- 
dence can  be,  to  prove  that  the  banks  have  overtraded,  it 


inordinate  hastening  to  be  rich.    I  will  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  this  overtrading  has  been  occasioned  exclusively 
by  an  overissue  of  paper  money,  from  reduced  supply,  or 
speculative  demand  for  various  commodities,  believing  as  I 
do  that  the  first  and  last  of  these  causes  hsve  operated 
jointly  in  producing  the  present  embarrassment.    For  the 
first,  there  is  no  remedy  but  the  partial  one  of  reducing  and 
reforming  the  currency.    I  may  be  asked,  if,  as  you  sup- 
pose, tbe  Government  is  free  from  the  sin  of  producing  the 
evils  under  which  the  country  now  labors,  what  is  the 
remedy  for  relieving  them  1    I  anawer,  that  the  remedy  ia 
mainly  to  be  found  in  the  industry  and  economy  of  tbe 
people.    80  far  as  the  Government  can  indirectly  relieve, 
by  its  action  on  the  deposits  banks,  and  the  obligations  of 
the  importing  merchants,  it  can  go,  and  no  further.  But, 
in  its  action  on  these  subjects,  its  relief  will  reach  the  re- 
motest ramifications  of  society.   It  has  been  well  said,  that 
the  mercantile  community  pervades  the  remotest  portion  of 
the  body  politic.    If  this  he  so,  and  none  can  deny  it,  re- 
lief to  the  importers  will  be  felt  by  the  humblest  and  re- 
motest citisen  of  this  great  republic  to  whom  mercantile 
credit  has  been  extended.    And,  although  indulgence  to 
the  suspended  deposite  banks  will  not  reach  to  so  wide  an 
extent,  it  will  relieve  those  who  stand  in  the  greatest  need 
of  relief.    Thus,  the  passage  of  tbe  bills  to  extend  indul- 
gence on  duty  bonds,  and  to  give  time  to  the  banks  gradu- 
ally to  call  in  their  does  from  their  debtors,  will  extend  re- 
lief to  a  number  of  our  embarrassed  fetlow-citixens,  which 
no  one  is  able  to  estimate.    And  here  I  may  be  permitted 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  my  honorable  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  in  which  be  endeavored  to  contrast  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Government,  in  1797,  in  a  period  of  commer- 
cial distress,  with  that  of  his  own  Government,  in  this  sea- 
son of  pressure  and  embarrassment.    My  honorable  friend 
told  us  that  the  pressure  in  Great  Britain  was  relieved,  at 
the  period  referred  to,  by  tbe  issue  of  no  more  than  twelve 
millions  of  exchequer  bills.    And  if  he  has  attended  to  the 
state  of  the  money  market  at  New  York,  be  must  know 
that  it  has  been  decidedly  improved  even  by  the  passage  of 
the  bills  which  have  come  down  from  the  Senate,  especially 
those  giving  indulgence  on  duty  bonds,  and  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  especially  the  latter.  How, 
then,  can  he  extol  the  British  Government  and  condemn 
his  own  for  adopting  a  measure  of  the  same  character  1 
What  distinction  can  be  drawn  between  exchequer  bills  in 
the  one  case  and  Treasury  notes  in  the  other,  in  their  ef- 
fects, I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.    I  pass  over  the  question 
whether  or  not  there  is  or  soon  will  be  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury.   To  me  it  seems  to  be  a  question  on  which  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion :  that  there  is  such  a  deficit,  and 
that  it  can  only  be  met  by  using  tbe  credit  of  tbe  Govern- 
Whether  it  is  best  to  use  it  in  the  form  of  Treas-u- 
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or  by  authorising  a  loan  in  the  ordinary  way,  is  a 
of  indifference,  as  it  respects  the  obligations  which 
will  be  contracted  by  the  Government.  Nor  em  I  suf- 
ficiently veraed  in  questions  of  finance  to  say  which  will  i>e 
the  preferable  mode.  But,  to  my  mind,  the  most  imme- 
diate and  direct  is  the  course  best  suited  to  the  present 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  that  is  to  issue  Treasury 
notes.  Nor  can  it  be  of  any  very  great  consequence  wheth- 
er they  are  hoarded  or  go  into  general  circulation.  In 
either  case,  they  will  displace  an  equal  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent circulating  medium,  driving  it  out  of  or  into  circula- 
tion, as  they  may  be  laid  up  or  otherwise ;  and  if  we  may 
be  permitted  to  look  forward  to  their  final  effect,  they  will 
contribute,  at  no  distant  day,  most  materially  to  restore  a 
sound  currency.  Situated  as  I  was  during  the  discussion 
of  the  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  depo?ue  with 
the  States,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  the  bills  yet  to  be 
disposed-  of,  I  may  be  permitted,  in  the  latitude  given  to 
the  debate,  to  ssy  a  word  or  two  upon  it. 

The  period  of  making  that  deposite  was -at  bawl;  the 
Treasury  had  not  the  means  of  making  it,  nor  could  they 
be  commanded  without  creating  a  public  debt.  Thus  ne- 
cessarily arose  the  question,  whether  Congiess  had  the 
[tower  to  tax  the  people  to  enable  it  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
posite in  the  treasuries  of  the  States.  To  my  mind,  the  an- 
■wer  was  clear,  that  the  constitution  hnd  cooferred  no  such 
power  upon  us.  If  it  had,  the  policy  might  well  be  doubt- 
ed of  taxing  i be  people  with  one  hand,  and  returning  the 
money  so  raised  with  the  other,  by  which  they  Wculd  re- 
ceive it  with  the  loss  of  the  expense  of  collecting,  and  the 
interest  for  the  time  intervening  between  the  collection  and 
transfer,  subject  to  the  serious  objection  that  it  would  never, 
it  could  never,  be  equitably  returned  to  those  from  whom 
it  had  been  collected. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
rraesnnnts  of  the  country — the  overboil  king 
Jing  which  have  characterized  its  business 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  But  as  these 
were  the  remote,  what  was  the  efficient  or  proximate  cause 
of  the  present  revulsion  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Amer- 
ica 1  I  answer,  the  course  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land when  called  upon  to  prop  the  falling  credit  of  Ameri- 
can bouses,  so  called,  but  English  bankers,  who  had  gone 
enormously  beyond  their  means  in  the  acceptance  of  drafts 
from  this  country  for  which  the  owners  had  furnished  no 
fund  of  redemption  whatsoever.  That  measure  of  the 
bank  not  only  destroyed  for  the  time  the  credit  of  the  own- 
of  the  bills  referred  to,  but  shook  American  credit  to  its 


present  era  bait 
and  overlredin 


it,  and 


in  the  immediate  and  ruinous  fall 
in  the  price  of  the  great  staple  of  our  country,  by 
means  ot  American 
bulf  the  amount  of  their  value  at  the  time  their  debts  were 
contracted.  This  being  the  fact,  which  none  can  question, 
is  it  wonderful  that  consternation  and  ruin  spread  over  the 
land  ?  If  any  one  can  doubt  the  effect  of  that  measure  of 
the  bank,  in  applying  the  match  which  has  produced  this 
mighty  explosion,  he  is  a  much  greater  sceptic  than  I  am. 
It  any  other  proof  were  wanting  besides  open  and  apparent 
connexion  of  the  cause  and  its  effect,  it  will  be  found  in 
the  existing  state  of  the  money  market  in  Great  Britain. 
Shortly  after  the  Bank  of  England  had,  intentionally  or 
unintentionally  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire,  knocked  down 
the  price  of  cotton,  she  came  forward  to  sustain  the  private 
bankers  who  bad  involved  themselves  by  their  American 
acceptances;  the  London  money  market  became  easy,  and 
we  are  now  told  that  money  is  a  drug  there,  and  can  be 
obtained  on  unquestionable  security  for  three  and  half  per 
cent,  per  aonuin,  and  probably  much  lower.  Tbu*  am  I 
sustained  in  the  assertion  that  the  immediate  and  efficient 
cause  of  the  present  pecuniary  condition  of  this  country, 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  England  towards  the  Brit- 
ish acceptors  of  American  hills  of  exchange,  and  the  fall  of 


cotton,  which  was  produced  by  it.  Panic,  then,  on  Um 
part  of  that  bank,  or  a  motive  so  much  worse  that  I  wiU 
not  impute  it,  waa  the  match  that  lighted  up  this  tremen- 
dous explosion.  Nor  was  a  similar  course  in  this  country 
without  its  instrumentality,  if  we  have  been  correctly  in- 
formed— that  from  first  to  last  there  were  millions  of  idle 
capital  in  New  York,  Boston,  and  other  cities,  which  re- 
mained idle  for  want  of  that  confidence  between  men  ana 
man,  which  is  the  life-blood  of  credit  in  every  country  in 
the  world.  I  have  already  staled  what  measures  might, 
and  «<■  I  supposed  would,  be  adopted  by  Congress  for  the 
relief  of  the  country  in  the  present  extraordinary  emergen- 
cy :  extension  of  time  on  duty  bonds,  and  reasonable  in- 
dulgence to  the  suspended  deposite  banks. 

But  can  no  measures  be  adopted  as  preventives  against 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  calamity  1  I  think  there  can ; 
and  that  they  are  to  be  found,  not  in  the  charter  of  •  na- 
tional bank,  but  in  the  measures  proposed  for  ultimately 
collecting  the  public  duea  in  the  only  medium  recognUcd 
by  the  constitution  as  money,  and  in  changing  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  public  revenue.  But  I  may  he  asked,  why 
not  estsblish  a  national  bank  T  I  answer,  first,  not  only 
because  the  constitution  confers  no  power  to  do  so,  either 
in  terms  or  by  rational  inference,  but  its  history  forbids  the 
implication  of  it  in  the  fact  that  the  federal  convention  w  as 
asked  to  confer  it,  and  it  refused  peremptorily  to  do  so.  I 
will  not  so  far  insult  the  committee  as  to  go  over  the  argu- 
ment to  show  bow  far  any  doubt  arising  upon  the  face  of 
an  instrument  is  to  be  settled  by  a  reference  to  its  history. 
In  the  next  place  I  answer,  that  if  the  power  had  Keen  ex- 
plicitly granted  in  the  constitution,  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  exercise  it.  It  would  be  inexpedient,  first,  because  the 
whole  history  of  the  late  national  bank,  and  its  successor, 
the  United  Siates  Hank  of  Pennsylvania,  conclusively 
«hows,  that  it  cannot,  or  it  will  not,  prevent  overhanktng, 
and  consequent  overtrading,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  local  banks. 

New  as  I  may  be  to  public  affairs,  I  have  not  fo 
the  history  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  which 
ed  its  seme  in  1819,  less  than  three  yeers  from  the  time 
when  the  United  Stute.i  Bank,  established  avowedly  to  pre- 
vent the  future  recurrence  of  excessive  local  bank  circula- 
tion, had  gone  into  operation ;  an  embarrassment  occa- 
atoned  by  the  same  spirit  of  reckless  adventure  in  public 
land*,  and  every  thing  else  that  could  be  made  the  subject 
of  speculation,  which  characterized  the  money  transactions 
of  the  country  in  1835  and  1886.  If  there  are  any  here 
too  young  to  remember,  or  who  have  been  too  indolent  to 
acquire,  information  upon  that  subject,  it  is  sufficient  to 
point  tberu  to  the  impotence  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  avowed  by  its  president  within  two  short 
year*  to  be  stronger  than  its  predecessor,  to  ward  off  such 
a  calamity.  It  it*  true,  that  when  its  suspension  was  an- 
nounced in  May  last,  its  presiding  officer  informed  the 
country  that  if  it  had  consulted  its  own  strength,  that  sus- 
pension would  not  have  been  necessary. 

But,  if  the  fact  was  as  he  stated,  how  much  worse 
wan  that  act  than  it  ha*  been  characterized  by  a  distin- 
guished individual  to  whom  the  declaration  was  made  let 
an  insulted  and  injured  people  decide.  If  it  was  true, 
im  of  condemnation  known  to  human 
nough  to  express  the  execration  which  it 
mer;ts. 

But  there  is  another,  and,  to  my  mind,  equally  strong,  or 
stronger,  if  possible,  objection  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank.  It  is  the  political  character  assumed  by  the 
late  bank,  especially  when  coupled  with  its  foreign  connex- 
ions. To  the  employment  of  foreign  capital,  wielded  by 
American  bands,  directed  by  American  hearts,  in  further- 
ance of  objects  of  public  or  private  enterprise,  I  make  no 
objection.  But  I  protest  most  solemnly  against  permit 
in  its  use  the  shadow  of  foreign  control  or  direction. 
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The  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  believed  to  have 
been  influenced  in  ita  political  course  by  foreign  stockhold- 
ers, not  only  having  no  sympathy  with  our  political  insti- 
tution*, but  hostile  to  tbora.  If  it  wan  so— and  of  the 
fact  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt— how  much  closer  is  the 
connexion  of  ita  successor  with  foreigners,  how  much 
mors  powerful  will  he  their  influence  over  it,  let  recent 
facts,  showing  the  establishment  of  its  agencies  in  Liver- 
pool and  London,  attest  Let  me  not  be  answered  that  a 
national  bank  is  advocated.  I  am  not  to  be  misled  by 
auch  a  declaration,  from  my  firm  conviction  that  the  war 
upon  the  le»e  and  present  administrations  of  this  Govern- 
ment was  and  is  waged  for  the  revival  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Having  shown,  as  I  think,  that  such  an  institution  is 
not  only  unconstitutional,  but  dangerous  to  the  constitution 
itself,  I  come  to  the  measures  which,  in  my  judgment,  are 
best  calculated  to  save  the  country,  so  far  as  our  legislation 
can  sava  it,  from  future  revulsion  and  embarrassment ;  and 
here  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  no  free  Government  can 
so  legislate  as  entirely  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  But, 
before  proceeding  to  consider  the  measures  referred  to,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  state  one  other  objection  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  bank :  it  ia  the  clearly  and  strongly 
expreesed  decision  of  the  people  against  it. 

In  discussing  the  measures  most  likely  so  to  check  and 
control  the  local  banks,  as  to  restrain  their  issues  within 
safe  and  proper  limits,  I  will  first  consider  the  proposition 
to  require  all  payments  to  tbe  Government  to  be  ultimately 
made  in  tbe  constitutional  coin  of  the  country,  and  in  that 
only.  It  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  this,  what 
they  call  innovation,  that  it  ia  calculated  and  intended  to 
destroy  the  system  of  credit  upon  which  this  country  has 
reached  its  present  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  But  in  what  manner  can  it  effect  auch  a  result  ? 
Is  any  member  of  this  committee  prepared  to  permit  the 
debts  due  to  die  Government  to  be  discharged  in  irredeem- 
able and  inconvertible  paper  1  If  not,  who  can  entertain 
a  reasonable  objection  to  requiring  their  payment,  not  in 
promises,  but  money  ! 

Where  would  be  the  difference  between  the  payment  of 
coin  or  bank  notes,  convertible  into  it  at  the  will  of  tbe 
bolder,  in  ita  effect  upon  the  interest  of  the  banks!  If 
they  should  be  always  ready,  as  they  certainly  should  be, 
to  redeem  their  notes  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  what  hard- 
ship can  there  be  in  requiring  that  the  Government  debtor 
shall  so  convert  them  without  making  it  necessary  that  it 
ahould  be  done  by  tbe  collecting  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment 1  It  may  be  said  that,  aa  it  would  only  be  a  question 
of  convenience  between  private  individuals  and  the  collect* 
ing  officers,  the  convenience  of  the  community  should 
always  be  preferred.  But,  upon  a  closer  examination,  it 
will  be  found  that,e  ven  upon  this  point,  there  ia  no 
equality  whatsoever.  The  collecting  agenU  of  the  Go- 
vernment may  be  engaged,  and  in  the  large  importing 
cities  will  certainly  be  almost  constantly,  in  receiving  money 
for  the  Government ;  therefore  it  is  much  more  reasonable 
that  individuals  should  convert  their  bank  notea  into  specie 
before  making  payment  to  the  collecting  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment, than  that  the  whole  burden  should  fall  upon 
these  agents.  Bat  I  appreheud,  that  to  require  payment 
to  the  Government  in  coin,  in  every  instance,  will  have  a 
salutary  influence  upon  specie  paying  banks,  so  called,  in 
restraining  imprudent  issues  of  paper  by  them.  That  no 
injustice  would  be  done  either  to  individuals  or  the  banks, 
upon  the  principle  that  all  hank  paper  shall  be  convertible 
into  specie,  by  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  proposed,  U,  to 
my  mind,  as  clear  and  conclusive  as  mathematical  demon- 
stration could  make  it.  But  we  have  heard  it  said  by  tbe 
opponents  of  this  measure,  who  are  alike  the  opponents  of 
the  late  and  present  administrations,  with,  perhaps,  occa. 
atonal  exceptions,  that  by  this  scheme  we  should  create 
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one  currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for  tha 
people.  But  how  such  an  objection  can  be  sustained  I 
cannot  imagine.  Gentlemen,  in  making  it,  would  seem 
to  confound  tbe  present  condition  of  bsnk  paper  with  what 
would  be  widely  different,  if  it  possessed  the  supposed  con- 
vertibility,  the  only  element  which  can  entitle  it  to  the 
character  of  money.  If  the  operation  ol  the  system  of 
specie  payments  should  be  such  as  to  bring  back  the  banks 
to  the  fair  and  proper  redemption  of  their  notes,  I  would 
ask  in  what  essential  particular  would  the  one  currency 
differ  from  the  other  1  In  fact,  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  would  then  consist  of  specie  or  credits  equivalent: 
a  result  which  would  do  more  to  prevent  the  indulgence  of 
rash  and  ruinous  speculation,  than  any  other  measure  the 
Government  could  adopt  short  of  the  entire  destruction  of 
that  system  of  commercial  credit  which,  properly  controlled 
Iry  prudent  foresight  and  economy,  is  so  essential  to  the 
matntainance  of  our  national  and  individual  prosperity. 
If  I  bave  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  my  meaning  uuder- 
stood,  I  think  I  have  ahown  that  the  scheme  proposed 
would  establish  a  currency  of  equal  value  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people,  and  such  an  one  as  would  lay  the  fab- 
rick  of  our  prosperity  on  foundations  too  stable  ever  to  be 
again  shaken  down  Iry  such  revulsions  as  have  occurred,  at 
least  on  two  occasions,  within  leas  than  tbe  last  twenty 
years. 

In  the  discussion  which  baa  taken  place  upon  the  vari- 
ous propositions  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  conformity  to  Executive  recommendation, 
we  have  heard  much  about  taking  care  of  the  Government 
and  neglecting  the  people.  What,  air,  is  the  Government? 
It  is  but  an  agency  constituted  by  the  people  themselves, 
for  the  promotion  of  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness. 
And  what,  I  would  ask,  is  desired  in  tbe  measures  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  tbe  Government,  but  to  give  it  the 
means  of  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  people  1  To  my 
mind,  it  ia  the  idlest  of  all  clamors  to  say,  that,  because  we 
intend  to  place  the  Government  in  a  condition  to  execute 
the  purpose  of  its  creation,  that  purpose  being  to  secure 
the  public  prosperity  and  happiness,  we  are  providing 
for  the  Government,  us  something  distinct  from,  and  op- 
posed  to,  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  last  particular  topic  upon  which  I  desire  to  offer  a 
few  observationa  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  committee,  is 
the  mode  proposed  for  the  sulc-keeping  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. And  what  is  that  mode,  stripped  of  all  the  mystery 
and  disguise  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  thrown 
around  it,  by  the  incessant  outcry  of  exchequer  banks. 
Treasury  bank,  sub- Treasury  system,  and  all  the  et  ccteraa 
gentlemen  have  applied  to  it  7  Nothing  more  nor  loss  than 
tbe  plain  republican,  unsophisticated  scheme  of  requiring 
the  receivers  of  the  public  revenue  to  I*  answerable  for  its 
sa re-keeping.  What  feature  of  a  bank  can  it  he  possibly 
supposed  to  possess  ?  It  is  not  contemplated  to  authorize 
the  issue  of  paper  of  any  kind  as  the  mere  representative 
of  the  money  so  deposited  for  safe-keeping. 

All  that  is  intended,  beyond  the  payment  of  money, 
upon  properly  authorized  drafts  from  the  Treasury,  to  the 
public  creditors,  is  the  occasional  transfer  of  it,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  from  one  place  to  another,  for  tbe 
disbursements  of  the  Government.  It  is  not,  therefore — 
it  cannot  in  any  sense  be  so  considered — a  bank  of  any 
sort  whatever. 

What,  then,  are  the  objections  to  it  ?  That  it  will  in- 
crease tbe  patronage  of  tbe  Government,  by  tbe  increase 
of  public  officers,  and  tho  additional  expenditure  necessary 
for  their  compensation;  that  the  money  will  be  unsafe  in 
the  custody  of  the  public  officers ;  and  that  it  wdl  open  the 
door  to  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  an  odious  despotism  upon  the 
ruitis  of  tho  constitution.  The  very  decisive  vote  which 
has  liecn  recently  given,  here  and  elsewhere,  on  the  sub- 
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it*  merit  as  u  public  depository.  The  only  compari- 
son which  it  is  then  necessary  to  institute  is,  between  the 
system  pursued  and  a  return  to  the  employment  of  the  Io- 
cs! bunks.  Nor  does  it  seem  tneteriai  to  carry  that  com- 
parison further  than  the  consideration  of  the  objections  just 
staled  to  the  placing  the  custody  of  the  revenue  in  the 
hands  of  the  collecting  officers  of  the  Government.  So 
far  ss  I  have  heard,  no  one  is  willing  to  restore  the  reve- 
nue to  the  custody  of  the  banks,  upon  any  other  principle 
than  as  a  special  deposite,  not  to  be  used  by  tbem  for  any 
purpose,  sod  to  be  paid  over  to  the  orders  of  the  Treasury 
whenever  it  may  be  required. 

Nor  is  it  proposed,  so  far  as  I  have  understood,  to  ask' 
tbe  banks  to  perform  thia  service  without  just  compensa- 
tion. What  compensation,  I  would  ask,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  they  would  require  for  such  service,  including  the 
ruk  of  safely  keeping  tbe  public  money  7 

I  know  but  little  of  banking  transactions,  but  have  little 
doubt  the  service  required  would  not  be  performed  by  them 
for  leas  than  one  per  centum  upon  the  money  committed 
to  their  charge.  Taking,  then,  the  public  revenue  ut 
twenty  millions  per  annum,  and  the  coat  of  its  custody 
would  be  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

But,  that  I  may  be  within  the  rate  which  must  be  con- 
ceded by  every  one  as  low  enough,  I  will  fii  it  at  one-half 
of  one  per  cent.,  a<id  the  annual  expense  will  be  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollar?  ;  a  sum  larger  by  forty  thousand 
dollars  than  the  sum  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  if  it  shall  be  committed  to  the  collecting  agents 
of  the  Government.  On  the  score  of  economy,  therefore, 
the  calculation  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  system  proposed 
But  to  the  question  of  patronage.  How  much  will 
Executive  patronage  be  increased  by  the  appointment  of 
a  (•mall  additional  number  of  clerks  in  some  half  a  dozen 
cities  or  lees  in  this  Union  1  So  far  from  being  increased, 
it  will  be  lessened  in  comparison  with  the  numerous  banks 
which  wouhl  seek  the  custody  of  tbe  public  money,  and  to 
which  it  would  be  committed,  the  compensation  being 
made  an  object  to  them,  and  without  it  they  would  not 
n*sumc  the  re<i|K>r>gibility,  by  a  President  desirous  to  es- 
tablish the  reign  of  influence  and  corruption,  it  may  be 
answered,  that  there  wuold  be  le*»  danger  of  a  corrupt  use 
of  the  public  money,  if  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  bunks, 
than  iii  the  bands  of  public  officers.  Fur  my  part,  I  can- 
not perceive  the  force  of  such  an  objection.  la  it  said  that 
there  i»  dancer  of  servility  on  account  of  dependence  of 
public  agents  upon  the  Executive  for  their  offices  ?  The 
question  is  then  resolved  into  a  question  of  money,  and  as 
that  reduces  the  objection  against  the  public  officers  and 
the  bonk  to  the  same  principle,  it  is  unworthy  of  further 
consideration.  But,  it  may  be  said  that  the  chances  of 
Executive  corruption  will  be  increased  by  the  greater  facil- 
ity of  obtaining  money  from  public  officers  than  from  the 
banks.    To  this,  I  that  there  can  be  no  possible 

diU'erence  in  the  matter.  The  same  checks  and  control 
exist  in  the  one  ca*e  as  the  other.  And  the  banks  are  as 
much  bound  to  answer  the  drafts  of  the  public  Treasury, 
as  the  public  officers  could  be,  and  would  as  readily  an- 
swer them.  Human  nature  is  essentially  the  same  under 
equal  circumstance*,  and  the  officers  of  banks  would  be 
quite  ss  likely  to  act  under  the  influence  of  temptation  to 
execute  a  corrupt  Executive  will,  sufficient  inducements 
being  offered,  as  would  tbe  collecting  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  come  now  to  the  only  remaining  question— 
the  question  of  the  safety  of  the  public  revenue  under  the 
system  proposed.  And  in  discussing  this  question,  I  must 
hie  permitted  to  inquire,  what  magic  is  imparted  by  an  act 
of  incorporation,  by  which  the  hone  ly  of  men  becomes  so 
purified  and  refined,  that  they  are  placed  above  the  ordi- 
nary level  of  their  race  7  If  the  homely  proverb  of  an 
English  lawyer  of  former  .lays  be  true,  corporation 


ity  ha*  nothing  to  boast  of  when  comjwred  with  that  of  in- 
dividuals. But  it  is  said  that,  alio* is g  that  public  collect- 
ing  officers  are  generally  as  honest  as  the  officers  of  banks, 
yet  the  stock  of  the  bitter  furnishes  better  security  than  am 
individual  can  offer.  On  this  point  I  am  at  issue  with  the 
objector,  and  say  that  the  public  officer  will  be  able  to 
make  the  Government  as  secure  as  the  banks- 

But,  if  it  were  allowed  that  occasional  default  might  be 
the  consequence  of  confiding  the  custody  of  the  public 
money  to  the  collecting  officers,  how  long  would  it  be  be- 
fore it  would  amount  to  the  loss  and  inconvenience  al ready- 
by  employing  the  banks,  and  receiving  bank 
in  payment  for  public  lands  before  tbe  system  of 
cash  payments  was  adopted,  or  the  inconvenience  already 
eiperienced  within  the  last  live  months,  nob  to  say — for 
yet  it  cannot  be  said — what  losses  may  in  the  end  be  sus- 
tained in  the  debts  now  due  by  the  late  deposite  banks  t 
When  Mr.  Harass  had  taken  his  sent — 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Mas*.,  rose  and  said  :  An  attempt 
had  been  made  during  the  discussions  of 
give  to  the  financial  system  of  this  country  a  i 
an  impression  of  novelty,  an  air  of  mystification.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  disco saiona 
in  thia  hail  and  elsewhere,  had  spoken  of  an  extraordinary 
crisis  in  tbe  monetary  affairs  of  the  age,  a  development  of 
principles  hitherto  unknown  or  nut  acted  upon,  of  a  great 
financial  theorem  or  issue  of  modern  times. 

This  pretention  seems  to  me  ^said  Mr.  C.)  to  be  an  ar- 
rogant one,  if  honestly  believed  ;  and,  if  not,  to  be  intended 
solely  to  cover  over  some  most  singular  changes  of  opin- 
ion. Whatever  may  be  the  truth  in  this  regard,  certainly 
these  assumptions  have  their  origin  in  an  undue  fondness 
for  theorising  and  speculating.  I  have  no  antipathy  to  a 
spirit  of  this  kind,  if  kept  within  proper  bounds,  nnd  ap- 
plied to  suitable  objects.  In  all  that  can  contribute  to  hu- 
man happiness,  or  that  may  tend  to  elevate  the  mass  of 
mankind,  I. have  the  strongest  sympathy  with  those  who 
are  philanthropically  engaged  in  pointing  out  a  new  and 
better  way,  and  for  the  abundant  reason  that  they  are 
giving  their  thoughts  to  what,  unfortunately,  does  not  at- 
tract the  universal  or  even  general  interest  of  our  race. 

But,  in  reference  to  subjects  which  are  of  every  day  con- 
cern, which  enter  into  the  constant  business  or  existence, 
and  which  form  an  essential  and  prominent  feature  in  all 
the  aims  and  objects  of  the  industry  of  our  country,  I  can- 
not but  look  upon  thia  undue  attachment  to  theory  as  a 
sore  evil.  The  subject  of  finance  is  peculiarly  practical, 
and  minds  of  a  practical  cast  are  almost  the  onry  ones  that 
master  its  details,  and  meet  with  success  in  its  pursuit. 
Whatever  pertains  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  to  its 
business,  and  its  currency,  ia  belter,  far  better  underatrod 
by  men  whose  lives  are  devoted  to  that  business,  by  men  of 
large  and  long-earned  experience,  than  by  any  mere  poli- 
ticians, however  ingeniously  or  adroitly  they  may  theorize. 
And  certain  it  is  that,  in  this  country,  and  in  every  country 
where  civilization  and  intelligence  have  (eft  their  mark,  the 
wisest,  profotiudest,  and  most  successful  statesmen  have 
been  those  who,  in  their  financial  systems,  have  drawn 
moat  extensively  upon  the  resource*  snd  experience  of  men 
of  practical  business. 

The  mingling  of  matters  of  business  and  of  financial  in- 
stitutions with  partisan  politics  I  look  upon  as  the  enrse — 
tbe  very  evil  genius  of  our  eonntry.  It  is  this  which  Kes 
at  the  bottom  of  all  our  troubles  and  distresses  as  a  people, 
and  which  causes  the  administration  of  the  Government  to 
be  so  loudly  aod  emphatically  complain 
long  as  the  politicians  continue  to  drag  the  I 
country  within  the  vortex  of  politics,  and  to  make  it  tribu- 
tary to  their  own  personal  accrrandizement,  to  their  own 
unpatriotic  objects,  so  long  will  derangement  and  distrac- 
tion reign  in  both. 

We  were  yesterday  asked  quite  imposingly  by  tbe  gen- 
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tleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunria,]  why  not  carry  that 
system  of  analysts  ami  induction  into  finance,  which  has 
been  brought  to  boar  so  successfully  upon  science  general- 
ly 1  I  have  given,  1  think,  the  true  answer  :  finance  is 
essentially  practical ;  in  all  its  operations  analysis  and  in- 
duction are  necessarily  and  incessantly  at  work. 

With  Mich  views,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  determining 
>  to  look  for  guidance  and  direction  in  all  questions 
connected  with  currency  and  business.  There  is  no  safety 
but  in  the  lessons  of  past  experience.  And  what  is  the 
voice  which  the  experience  of  our  country  utters  upon  this 
important  subjertl  If  we  examine  our  past  history,  we 
shall  find  that  our  financial  eyatem  has,  for  the  most  pan, 
well ;  and  that  nearly  all 


interference  of  politics  and  politicians.  Legislation  has 
always  been  necessary  in  order  to  givo  the  country  a  suit- 
able currency.  When  this  has  been  effected,  and  the  cur- 
rency has  been  suffered  to  take  it*  own  course,  and  to  be 
regulated  by  the  usages  and  laws  of  trade  practically  estab- 
lished, and  always  understood  by  business  men,  nothing 
has  ever  interfered  with  or  interrupted  the  steady  progress 
of  both  currency  and  business,  hut  some  event,  rarely  oc- 
curring, extraordinary  in  its  character  and  overwhelming 
and  controlling  in  its  influence.  In  the  conflicts  of  our 
neutrality  with  foreign  aggression;  in  the  restrictions  upon 
our  commerce;  and  in  the  measure  of  war,  which  form  a 
part  of  our  past  history,  we  find  example*  of  each  events. 
Aside  from  these,  our  prosperity  has  been  uniform,  except 
when  checked  by  occasional  and  short-lived  overaction. 
This  letter  ia  a  state  of  thing*  not  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence, which  usually  subsides  rapidly  under  the  unfailing 
operations  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  the  principles  of  a  just 
political  economy.  With  these  exceptions,  I  repeat  the 
important  lesson  derived  from  our  past  experience,  that  all 
our  troubles  and  annoyances  have  originated  in  the  unhal- 
lowed connexion  of  politics  and  business,  for  purposes  of 

r,  and  with  disaster  to  the 


We  come  to  the  great  question  which  runs  through  the 
discussion  of  all  the  measures  proposed  to  us  at  this  extra- 
ordinary session.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  have  now  so  long  afflrcted  the  country  1 

We  are  told  by  the  President,  in  his  recent  message, 
that  the  true  cense  is  overaction.  I  object  to  this  position, 
that,  instead  of  being  the  assignment  of  a  cause,  it  is  simply 
a  statement  of  the  fact  in  another  form.  The  country  has 
suffered,  and  is  still  suffering,  from  overaction ;  that  is, 
overtrading  and  overspecelating.  And  the  only 
which  can  sensibly  be  asked  or  answered  is,  what 
lis  overaction  ;  to  what  is  it  attributable  !  Am 
we  to  seek  its  origin  in  the  abandonment  of  those  whole- 
some laws  of  trade,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  by 
the  practical  and  sagacious  business-men  of  the  community, 
or  is  it  to  be  found  in  the  measures  of  the  administration 
affecting  the  national  currency  1  What  induced  the  hordes 
of  anxious  speculators  to  precipitate  themselves  upon  the 
great  public  domain  of  the  West ?  What  induced  another 
class  of  adventurers  to  take  advantage  of  the  boon  proposed 
by  the  Government,  in  the  extraordinary,  and,  in  some 
cases,  most  indecorous  and  servile  scramble  for  the  public 
moneys  Y  What  induced  the  unusual  increase  of  banks, 
on  a*  sodden,  and  in  defiance  of  that  cautious  policy  which 
had  so  Ions  characterized  the  country  in  the  asking  end 
granting  of  bank  charters  1  What  induced  the  general 
rush  into  the  business  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  un- 
due importation  of  foreign  commodities  1  What  Induced 
the  anomaly  which  we  have  all  witnessed  and  wondered 
at  an  extravagant  demand  for  every  thing,  at  extravagant- 
ly high  prices,  and  money  at  the  highest  and  most  rnin- 

Unless  the  true  cause  can  be  ascertained  for  the  eTils 
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which  have  so  long  disturbed  the  prosperity  and  deranged 
the  business  of  the  country,  it  is  obvious  that  those  evils 
cannot  be  remedied  effectually  and  permanently.  IT  sim- 
ple overtrading  be  the  cause,  thai  has  not  unfrequently  oc- 
curred, and  tuts  always  readily  yielded  to  the  suggestions 
of  prudence  and  ordinary  sagacity.  Indeed,  overtrading 
never  causes  more  than  temporary  embarrassment.  If 
nothing  affected  our  general  system  now  but  mere  over- 
trading; if  our  financial  system  were  not  radically  and 
deeply  disordered,  the  discontents  and  distresses  of  the 
country  would  long  ere  this  have  passed  away  No 
has  the  assurance  to  assert  a  pretension  of  this  kind. 

Under  the  operation  of  a  had,  disjointed,  dislocated  I 
cial  system,  permanent  prosperity  cannot  revi  ' 
try.  An  apposite  illustration  of  what  I  deem  to  be  the 
truths  now  laid  down  may  be  seen  in  the  present  condition 
of  England,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  Presidents 
message. 

The  President  looks  upon  the  state  of  thing"  as  substan- 
tially the  same  in  both  countries.  "  The  causes  of  the 
revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  substantially  the 
same. "  Such  is  the  language  of  the  message.  But,  by  a 
singular  fatality,  the  President  ventures  to  express  a  truth, 
within  the  compass  of  the  same  paragraph,  which  effectu- 
ally overturns  the  fancied  analogy  in  the  causes  of  the  re- 
vulsion in  the  two  countries.  ••The  most  material  differ- 
ence," (I  quote  the  words  of  the  message,)  ••  between  the 
results  in  the  two  countries  has  only  been,  that  with  us 
there  has  alio  occurred  an  extensive  derangement  in  the 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  occa- 
stoned  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the  banks." 
Why  did  not  the  President  carry  his  thoughts  one  step 
farther ;  why  did  he  not  see  that  the  causes  which  led  to 
this  suspension  of  specie  payment,  thereby  producing  the 
acknowledged  "  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affairs"  of  this 
country,  constitute  absolutely  the  whole  that  is  material  to 
the  subject,  and  the  whole  difference  between  the  revul- 
sion here  mid  that  in  England  ?  The  monetary  system  in 
England  has  not,  as  a  system,  been  affected  at  all.  Here 
the  monetary  system  has  been  changed  entirety.  Or  rather, 
to  speak  more  accurately,  here  we  have  been  shifted  from 
one  system  to  another— upon  the  explosion  of  ono  experi- 
ment, betaking  ourselves  to  another— until  we  have  at  last 
arrived  at  the  proposition  immediately  before  us,  the  sob- 
Treasury  or  divorce  bill,  under  which  we  ore  to  dispense 
with  all  system.  This  is  what  is  vaunted  before  us  as  the 
great  theorem  or  issue  of  modern  times. 

But,  if  the  revulsion  in  England  and  in  our  own  country 
had  been,  as  supposed  by  the  President,  substantially  the 
snme,  how  happens  it  that,  whilst  be  was  busied  in  penning 
his  message,  the  revulsion  in  England  should  have  subst- 
ded,  and  business  have  resumed  its  place  1  That  aoch  ia 
the  (set,  all  accounts  now  agree.  And  no  well-informed 
person  can  hesitate  as  to  the  cause  of  the  embarrassments  in 
England,  growing,  as  they  notoriously  did,  out  of  the  con- 
nexion with  American  trade.  The  President,  indeed,  avers 
in  the  message,  "that  the  issues  of  paper  credits  put  in 
circulation  in  England  by  banks  and  in  other  waya  during 
the  years  188*,  1880,  and  1836.  will  show  an  augmentation 
of  the  paper  currency  there,  as  much  dtsproporlioned  to  the 
real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States."  But  the 
President  gives  no  authority  for  this  opinion.  And  it  con- 
flicts most  glaringly  with  official,  and,  therefore,  authentic, 
statements,  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by  all 
the  other  banks  of  every  description,  upon  this  subject. 
Prom  these  statements  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of 
circulation  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the  year  1834  wm 
£28,568,000;  in  1888,  £88,818,000;  and  in  1888,  £28- 
875,000;  showing  an  increase  of  circulation,  in  the  three 
years  designated  by  the  President,  of  only  a  little  over 
three  hundred  thousand  pounds;  whilst,  in  this  country, 
within  the  same  period,  the  bills  in  circulation  I 
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ad  forty-five  millions;  and  th«  loans  one  hundred  ond 
thirty-four  million*.  The  difference  thus  strongly  marked 
between  the  two  countries  ante*  from  the  (art  already 
Mated;  a  fact  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated — that  in 
England  the  financial  system  has  not  been  affected  an  a 
whole ;  whilst  in  this  country  the  financial  system  has  beeti 
absolutely  overturned.  And  hence  has  arisen  the  difier- 
in  the  results  between  the  remedies  applied  in  the  two 
If  we  apply  to  a  disordered  and  revolutionized 
currency  a  remedy,  as  suggested  by  the  President,  applica- 
ble only  to  a  state  of  overactton,  it  will  turn  out  to  be  in- 
efficacious. We  already  see  that  such  a  remedy  is  utterly 
inefficient.  The  disorder  remains.  The  taint  is  upon  us. 
How  can  successful  business  be  resumed  without  a  sound 
currency  and  a  healthful  system  of  exchanges  1  How  can 
tbc  country  go  on  without  the  vigor  of  a  permanent  and 
accredited  financial  system  1 

The  causes  of  the  embarrassment*  of  the  country  do  then 
force  themselves  upon  us  in  a  way  not  to  be  resisted.  They 
are  written  all  around  us  in  sunbeams.  They  are  neither 
to  he  evaded  nor  escaped  from.  They  aro  impressed  upon 
the  country  in  broad  lines  from  end  to  end.  Every  men  of 
business  in  the  land  l«ara  (he  murky  of  them.  At  morn- 
ing, noon,  and  night,  when  we  lie  down  and  when  we  rise 
up,  they  are  ever  and  most  disastrously  present  to  us.  Th<  y 
are  distinctly  traceable  to  the  change,  to  the  entire  revolu- 
tion, of  which  I  have  spoken,  in  our  financial  system.  The 
bankruptcy  of  the  Government,  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
country,  lie  at  the  door  of  the  politicians,  who,  for  their 
own  »iuUter  and  selfish  purposes,  have  brought  that  ays- 
tern,  the  currency  and  the  business  ot  the  country,  into  the 
arena  of  political  warfare.  Here,  in  my  estimation,  is  the 
root  of  the  evil. 

Look  back  at  the  experience  of  our  past  history,  to  which 
I  have  heretofore  adverted,  constituting  the  true  test,  in  a 
special  manner,  of  all  financial  changes.  What  do  we 
learn  in  the  pages  that  immediately  precede  those  whi<  h 
are  to  record  this  new  theorem  of  modern  times,  this  entire 
disruption  and  scattering  of  a  currency,  which  had  carried 
the  country  along  successfully  and  prosperously  1  I  a»k 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  look  back  at  the  period'  of  twelve 
years,  which  preceded  the  laic  administration,  comprising 
the  whole  term  of  service  of  President  Monroe,  and  that  of 
my  venerable  colleague,  [Mr.  Adams.]  In  the  year  1816, 
there  wore  two  hundred  and  forty-six  banks,  with  a  capital 
of  nearly  ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  circulation  of 
about  sixty -eight  million*.  In  1820,  there  were  308  banks, 
with  a  capital,  including  the  United  Slates  Bank,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions.  In  1830,  there  were 
three  hundred  and  thirty  bank*,  with  a  capital  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  millions,  and  a  circulation  of  sixty -one 
millions.  During  the  whole  period,  then,  from  1816  to 
1830,  being  fourteen  years,  there  was  an  increase  of  eighty- 
four  bunks,  with  an  increase  of  fifty-five  millions  of  capital ; 
of  which  thirty  five  millions  belonged  to  the  United  States 
Bank ;  but  at  the  same  lima  there  was  a  diminution  of  cir- 
from  sixty-eight  down  to  sixty  one  millions, 
was  the  state  of  the  banking  system  under  Mr. 
and  Mr.  Adams.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
period  there  was  great  embarrassment  all  over  the  lend, 
similar  to  that  which  now  exists.  In  1816,  a  national 
bank  was  chartered.  In  commencing  the  operations  of 
there  was  much  bad  management,  and  the  con- 
i  were  unfavorable  to  the  business  of  the  country  ; 
but  these  difficulties  soon  db-appcared  under  the  superior 
•kill  of  new  managers.  And  the  whole  period  was  marked 
by  unusual  commercial  prosperity,  although  unfortunate 
cotton  speculations,  and  the  agitation  of  ths  tariff  contro- 
versy, were  distinctive  features  of  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  too,  that,  during  this  period,  no  com- 
plaint whatever  was  ottered  from  any  quarter  against  the 
currency  or  the  banking  system.    The  business  of  the 


country  went  on  without  interruption,  except  from  occa- 
sional ill-judged  speculations  or  overtrading,  leaving  no 
distinctive  mark,  except  as  matter  of  historical  remem- 
brance. In  addition  to  this,  and  aa  confirmatory  of  it, 
another  remark  may  be  made,  that  the  financial  system 
was  kept  entirely  detached  from  the  politics  of  the  country: 
the  politiciana  interfered  not  at  all  with  it ;  and  its  con  me 
waa  therefore  an  undisturbed  one,  answering  the  grrat 
purposes  of  all  financial  systems,  benefiting  the  people, 
promoting  industry,  awakening  well  directed  enterprise, 
and  therefore  reflecting  credit  upon  the  Government. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  period  embraced, 
within  the  comments  I  have  now  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee, a  new  order  of  things  arose.  The  country  waa  in  a 
state  of  unequalled  tranquillity  in  all  its  prominent  inter- 
ests. The  excitements  of  party  bad  been,  and  continued 
to  be,  animated  and  bristling:  but  the  business  of  the 
country  was  successfully  pursued  in  all  its  accustomed 
channels.  But,  with  a  new  administration,  new  men  had 
found  their  way  into  the  public  councils.  Adventurers 
were  numerous:  the  appetite  for  distinction,  for  < 
more  especially  for  money,  became  unappeasable, 
ctans  rose  up  in  myriads  of  swarms.  If  the  present  mo- 
ment would  not  8ii flice  to  provide  them  with  the  claimed 
rewards  and  spoils  of  victory,  the  future  was  drawn  upon  ; 
and  partisanship  scented  its  prey  in  every  avenue  and  by- 
path  that  led  to  game  to  be  run  down.  Thus  was  the  field 
of  political  aspiration  immensely  widened.  Within  the 
great  vortex  of  parly  politics  were  absorbed,  one  after  ano- 
ther, all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Noihi  ng  escaped 
that  could  by  any  possibility  minister  to  the  hopes  or  the 
cupidity  of  politiciana.  And  thus  was  it  that  the  business 
interests,  the  financial  systems,  the  moneyed 
gradually  and  successively  fell  before  the  d« 
and  all  surrendered,  or  were  trodden  down  beneath  the 
I  tread  of  the  political  war -horse.  In  this  way  was  prostra- 
ted the  United  Slates  Bank.  For  the  purposes  which  I 
have  now  indicated  to  the  committee,  were  the  public 
moneys  of  the  United  8tates  wrenched  from  their  legal 
depository,  and  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  politicians. 

These  events,  the  first  in  that  train  of  measure*  which 
have  led  to  the  existing  embarrassments  of  the  country, 
occurred  about  four  yearn  ego.  Against  these  measures, 
in  their  inception,  my  venerable  colleague  [Mr.  AbamsI 
raised  his  warning  voice.  Intimately  connected  as  be  had 
been  with  the  preceding  policy  of  the  country,  well  might 
his  judgment  be  tsken  as  oracular.  Unfortunately,  it  was 
disregarded  and  set  at  naught. 

And  what  was  the  progress,  what  were  the  consequences 
of  these  measures;  especially  of  the  transfer  of  the  public 
moneys  to  the  now  league  or  coalition  of  Stale  institutions  1 
A  general  movement  was  made  to  obtain  a  share  io  Ih* 
division  and  distribution.  The  appeala  which  were  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  made  *'  rWal 
agents"  of  the  Government,  are  many  of  them  spread  out 
upon  our  legislative  records;  and  they  evince,  in  loo  many 
instances,  a  cringing  servility,  at  war  with  sll  just  ideas  of 
republican  dignity  and  independence.  The  removal  waa 
effected  under  the  dictation  of  that  extraordinary  man  who 
haa  but  recently  descended  from  the  Presidency.  *1  b* 
public  moneys  were  distributed  throughout  the  country; 
and,  under  the  repeated  injunctiona  of  the  Treaaury  De- 
partment, founded  upon  the  instructions  of  the  President, 
which  I  shall  not  stop  to  collate  or  refer  to  more  particu- 
larly, the  chosen  banks  were  directed  to  use  those  moneys 
for  tbo  public  accommodation  in  every  variety  of  way- 
And  so  were  they  used ;  they  were  carried  into  every 
branch  of  business,  regular  and  speculative.  They  were 
absorbed  in  the  speculations  in  the  public  lands;  they 
formed  the  nucleus  for  the  erection  of  new  banks;  they 
were  sought  after  with  avidity  by  partisans  ;  they  found 
their  way  wherever  money  can  go,  and  for  all  purposes  to 
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can  be  applied.    In  the  general 


of 


the  rapidity 

money*  performed  their  circuit  through  the  routine 
bank*,  lend  office*,  and  the  counter*  of  the  receivers. 
And  what  is  the  exhibit  which  sober  and  undisputed 
i  present  to  us,  of  the  state  of  our  financial  affairs  with- 
in seven  years  from  the  close  of  the  period  of  which  I  have 
already  given  an  account  ?  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  been  placed  before  us,  furnishing  an 
ample  view  of  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country  up 
to  December,  1830.  Prom  that  report,  wo-  learn  that  at 
the  latest  period  to  which  the  report  is  brought  down,  there 
were  823  bank*  in  the  country,  including  146  branches ; 
and  that  the  capital  amounted  to  more  than  three  hondred 
and  seventy-eight  millions ;  and  the  circulation  to  more 
thin  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  millions.  Here  is  an 
increase,  in  a  little  lee*  than  seven  year*,  of  nearly  five 
hundred  banks — of  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
l~m  million*  of  capital — and  of  more  than  one  bui  * 
twenty-four  million*  of  circulation.  There  are 
bly  more  than  twice  as  many  banks  as  there 
in  1830,  nearly  three  times  as  much  capital,  and  more 
three  times  as  much  circulation. 

Thi*  increase  of  banking  facilities,  for  which  it  would 
be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  find  n  parallel,  commenced 
immediately  after  the  first  attack  upon  the  old  and  long- 
accredited  financial  system  of  the  country.  But  the  larger 
growth  of  this  rank  crop  of  bank*  was  subsequent  to  that 
revolutionary  measure,  the  removal  of  the  depositee.  The 
banking  capital  created  within  the  last  seven  years  is  great- 
i  all  the  banking  capital  created  during  the  whole  an- 

"i  a  state  of  in- 

exces*  long  exist  without  being  lelt  through 
every  part  and  parcel  ot  the  business  of  the  country  1  Shall 
we  be  aniuscd  with  speculative  notions  about  overtrading, 
when  an  exhibit  like  this  is  staring  us  in  the  face  1  If  the 
President  wishes  (or  an  example  of  the  overaction  of  which 
he  speaks  in  bis  meaasage,  here  it  is— the  concomitant  and 
consequence  of  that  fatal  measure,  the  transfer  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  to  which  he  gave  his  strenuous  counsels  and  ad- 
vice.   If  overaction,  overtrading,  over»(»eculation  ever  ex- 

rercharged, 
I  counsels 
of 

the  General  Cinvernment  substituted  for  the  system  which 
preceded  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  »a\,  or  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  implying,  that  this  extraordinary  course  of  meas- 
ures was  enured  upon  with  a  view  to  the  result  now  man- 
ifested. It  is  unnecessary  to  take  this  ground,  could  it  be 
maintained.  I  impeach  not  motives.  I  inquire  for  facts. 
With  these  facts,  well  authenticated,  I  go  wherever  truth 
will  lead  me.  No  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can  shut  his  eye* 
upon  the  fact,  (he  pre-eminent  fact,  that  here,  in  this  inor- 
dinate stimulus  to  banking — thi*  furnishing  of  means  with- 
out stint,  limitation,  or  caution — is  to  be  found  the  cause 
of  the  excesses  which  have  been  indulged  in ;  of  the  over- 
action  which  has  i»orerd  everv  channel  ot  business-  an  J  of 
the  disasters  which  have  bowed  down  the  country  under  a 
yoke  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 

A  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Hamru]  has  said  that  the 
foreign  debt,  which  be  estimate*  at  thirty  millions,  together 
with  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  are,  in  his 
view,  the  true  causes  of  the  troubles  which  have  afflicted 
the  country.  And  be  asks,  with  an  sir  of  triumph,  did 
Geoerul  Jackson,  did  Mr.  Van  Buren,  did  the  friends  of 
(he  pastor  present  ad  mi  iiist  ration,  either  or  all  of  tbein, 
induce  that  debt  to  be  incurred  !  I  answer,  unhesitatingly, 
because  I  answer  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  facts,  they 
dkl,  each  and  all  of  them.  Has  that  gentleman  examined 
the  course,  the  pwrreae  of  that  debt  1  I  apprehend,  if  hu 
had  done  so,  he  would  have  discovered  some  facta  suln- 


vivc.      »i   uYciutuuii,  iivcrirauiug,  turrspecuianon 

i»tcd,  they  are  to  be  found  in  thi*  inflated,  ovei 
and  now  exploded  system  of  banking,  which  the 
and  instructions  of  the  last  and  present  administi 


cient  to  lead  him  to  doubt  the  policy  of  some  measures  of 
the  last  few  yesrs,  to  which  he  has  given,  if  I  mistake  not, 


his  vigorous  aid.  During  the  year  in  which  the  celebrated 
tariff  compromise  bill  wss  adopted,  the  imports  of  free 
goods  into  the  United  8tates  amounted  to  about  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars.  According  to  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  statements  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  country  for  the  last  yeor, 
the  amount  of  free  goods  imported  had  risen  in  their  esti- 
mated value  to  more  than  ninety-two  millions  of  dollars. 
Daring  the  same  year  the  whole  import*  of  every  descrip- 
tion amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  ninety  millions 
of  dollars.  The  import  of  good*  «•  free  of  duty,"  there- 
fore, was  equal,  very  nearly,  to  one-half  of  the  whole  im- 
portation of  the  year  f  and  the  difference  between  the  im- 
ports and  exports  was  over  sixty-one  millions— the  balance 
of  the  former  over  the  latter. 

Now,  how  will  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  account  for 
this  extraordinary  increase  of  goods  imported  "free  of 
duty,"  within  the  short  period  of  aboot  three  years,  upon 
any  other  ground  than  that  of  the  incessant  attacks  which 
have  been  annually  made  npon  the  compromise  bill  1  It 
had  been  the  policy  of  the  administration  to  take  off  the 
duties  from  all  goods,  the  importation  of  which,  it  was  sup- 
posed, wonld  not  directly  interfere  with  the  products  of 
American  industry.  But  the  indirect  interference  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  cared  for.  This  has  induced  the 
importer  to  glut  the  American  market  with  cheap  foreign 
fabrics  and  products:  and  the  direct  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  the  system,  from  year  to  year,  have  had 
a  tendency  at  tho  same  time  to  paralyse  our  own  manu- 
facturers. And  then,  striking  in  unfortunately  with  this 
policy,  there  has  been  the  extraordinary  facility  for  obtain- 
ing means  and  credit  to  carry  on  the  foreign  trade,  aincc 
the  removal  of  the  depositee :  for  since  that  event  it  is  that 
the  principal  part  of  the  enormous  increase  of  free  goods 
imported  has  taken  place.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  foreign 
debt  has  been  incurred  under  the  inducements  bold  forth 
by  this  incautious  policy  of  the  administration.  And  thus 
it  i*  that  the  overtrading  of  the  merchants,  about  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  and  so  vaguely  aaid  too,  lies  at  the 
door  of  the  past  and  present  administrations,  and  is  trace- 
able, with  great  directness,  to  the  breaking  up  of  our  old 
financial  system. 

I  find  myself  fully  sustained  in  the  view  which  an  ad- 
herence lo  facts  compels  me  to  take  of  the  causes  of  tho 
existing  disasters,  by  a  recurrence  to  a  very  absorbing  and 
interesting  topic— the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  For  a  con- 
siderable number  of  years  anterior  to  the  removal  of  the 
depositee,  the  income  accruing  from  the  sales  of  the  nation- 
al domain  averaged,  annually,  not  more  than  two  million* 
of  dollars.  Immediately  upon  the  great  change  effected 
by  that  extraordinary  measure  of  General  Jackson,  we 
find  a  rapid  and  startling  increase  in  those  sales ;  so  that, 
in  the  three  years  following  that  event,  the  Increase  from 
this  source  amounted  on  an  average  to  fifteen  millions  a 
year.  In  the  year  1836,  the  amount  was  considerably  over 
twenty  millions.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  during  the  pe- 
riod which  intervened  between  the  removal  of  the  depositee 
and  another  great  event,  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue among  the  8tates,  were  more  than  equivalent  to  tho 
whole  amount  set  apart  for  deposite  under  the  provision 
of  the  distribution  act. 

Tbe  committee  will  see,  therefore,  that  but  for  the  im- 
pulse which  was  given  to  tbe  spirit  of  speculstion  by  the 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  from  their  legal  depository  to 
those  points  from  which  money  accommodations  were  ad- 
.  visedly  urged  upon  the  public,  no  surplus  revenue  wonld 
have  accrued  for  distribution.  But  aa  soon  as  tbe  public 
funds  were  withdrawn  from  tbe  influence  of  that  financial 


system  which,  through  all  the 
overtrading  and  overspeculsting,  had  kept  tbe  machinery 
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of  business  steady  and  well-ordered,  a  revolution  follow- 
ed which  disjointed  every  thing,  diverting  business  from 
iU  fixed  orbit,  and  giving  a  wild  and  erratic  play  to  that 
headlong  mania  for  speculation,  which  absorbed  all  and 
controlled  all,  until  itself  finally  exploded.  Nor  ia  it  to  be 
concealed,  nor  can  it  be  denied,  because  the  records  of  this 
House  bear  the  proof,  that  the  politicians,  the  partisans, 
were  most  eager,  most  importunate  in  pursuit  of  those 
means  of  speculation. 

Nor  can  it  be  irrelevant  here  to  remind  some  members  of 
the  committee,  especially  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Pickejts,  of 
8.  C.j  who  opened  the  debate  upon  the  bill  immediately 
before  us  with  so  much  earnestness  and  vehemence,  that, 
from  the  statement  I  have  now  made,  it  follows,  moat  con- 
clusively, that  the  tariff  system  ia  not  to  be  held  account- 
able or  chargeable  as  the  cause  of  the  extraordinary  sur- 
plus, so  universally  and  so  justly  deplored.  Such  an  opin- 
ion has  been  advanced,  over  and  over  again,  and  is  relied 
upon  as  furnishing  a  stable  reason  for  frittering  away,  in 
detail,  the  g>Hxl  effects  contemplated  by  the  celebrated  com- 
promise. I  have  already  commented  upon  the  facta,  which 
show  indisputably  the  impolicy  of  the  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  just  operation  of  that  compromise.  That  impolicy 
is  still  more  convincingly  manifested  by  the  facts,  now  pre- 
sented tn  the  committee,  which  point  to  the  true  origin  of 
the  surplus  revenue.  The  public  domain  has  been  the 
great  field  of  speculation ;  and  the  excessive  banking,  con- 
sequent upon  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  principally 
warmed  into  existence  by  that  measure,  has  poured  forth 
the  overshadowing  mean*  by  which  that  speculation  was 
conducted. 

I  am  si ill  further  fortified  in  the  position  I  have  taken, 
and  the  opinions  I  entertain  concerning  the  causca  of  the 
embarraaamenu  of  the  country,  by  a  consideration  of  the 
effects  of  the  immense  importations  of  specie,  which  have 
been  the  thtrue  of  so  much  self-glorification.  It  is  unne- 
cessary here  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  for  an  ample 
specie  basis  for  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
Such  a  basis  is  indispensable,  and  never  can,  without  crimi- 
nal neglect,  be  overlooked  by  any  prudent  and  watchful 
administration  of  the  Government.  But  the  idea  of  forcing 
a  circulation  of  specie  in  any  one  country,  whilst  the  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals  for  all  ia  extremely  limited,  can- 
not be  sustained  for  a  moment  upon  any  sound  notions  of 
public  economy.  A  circumscribed  medium  excluaively  of 
specie  may  be  imposed,  and  carried  out  perhaps,  but  it  roust 
be  at  the  risk  of  sacrificing  or  overturning  the  great  buai- 
of  the 


of  throwing  the  limited 


busi 
few. 

The  excessive  importations  of  uper/ie  by  the  last  admin- 
istration, at  a  time  when  the  balance  of  trade  was  largely 
againat  us,  and  a  very  large  foreign  debt  was  outstanding, 
militated  moat  strikingly  against  all  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  trade.  And  this,  in  connexion  with  the  Treasury  order 
or  specie  circular,  aa  it  haa  usually  been  termed,  hastened 
the  approach  of  that  financial  crisis,  which,  without  the 

Kerful  and  electric  aid  of  these  causes,  might  have  been 
er  postponed,  but,  in  all  probability,  could  buve  been 
avoided.  The  drain  of  specie  from  the  East  deeply  af- 
fected all  the  operations  of  business  which  are  there  con- 
centrated; and  the  fountains  of  our  whole  system  were 
thus  broken  up.  Vast  as  have  been  the  importations  of 
specie  from  abroad,  did  that  specie  enter  into  tho  circula- 
tion of  the  country  ?  Wero  the  promises  concerning  it  at 
aU  fulfilled  ?  Have  not  those  promisee  long  been  the  by- 
word and  jeat  of  the  scornert  And  are  not  the  precious 
metals  banished  from  among  us  so  far  aa  the  purposes  of 
circulation  are  concerned  1 

This  was  most  certainly  true  long  before  the  crisis  ar- 
rived. Instead  of  enlarging  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  in  any  essential  degree,  the  imported 


employed  most  extensively  in  forming  the  basis  of  new 
and  increased  banking  operations.  And  thus,  what  was 
probably  well  intended  theoretically  by  the  Government, 
operated  to  defeat  the  very  object  which  the  Government 
professed  to  have  in  view.  We  are  not  to  forget,  however, 
that  this  very  rage  for  banking,  which  in  this  manner  so 
aadly  crossed  the  path  of  the  late  administration,  grew  op 
under  the  fostering  and  nurturing  of  its  own  measures.  In 
this  fact  we  have  an  illustration,  that  ought  not  to  be  loot 
upon  us,  of  the  extreme  hazard  which  is  alwaya  incurred 
by  a  violent  and  uncalled-for  interfence  with  a  subject  so 
sensitive  and  delicate  aa  the  currency  of  a  country. 

I  have  now  gone  through,  succinctly,  the  consideration 
I  intended  of  the  causes  which  have  conspired  to  bring  the 
country  to  its  present  disastrous  condition.  I  am  unable 
to  avoid  the  conclusion— to  my  mind  it  ia  aa  ready  aa  it  ia 
irresistible— that  these  causes  have  led  directly  to  that 
overaction,  which  ia  the  genuine  manifestation  or  develop- 
ment of  the  disease  with  which  the  country  is  afflicted. 
And  what  has  been  the  result  1  What  has  been  the  wind- 
ing up  of  that  lung  train  of  measures,  violently  entered  up- 
on, and  energetically  pursued,  which  must,  in  all  time  to 
come,  hold  up  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  country  aa  no  ordi- 
nary man  1  The  reault  ia  atamped  upon  the  country  in 
deep  and  broad  traces.  The  winding  up  of  this  experi- 
ment of  a  new  and  better  currency  has  ingulfed  Govern- 
ment and  people  in  one  common  bankruptcy.  The  cause*, 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  opened  throughout  the  land  a 
boundless  field  of  credit,  accessible  through  myriada  of  av- 
enues to  the  lowest  and  obscurest  spots.  Every  description 
of  business  felt  the  effects  of  this  overshadowing  credit— 
to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  that,  during  the  period  to  which 
1  have  referred,  the  amount  of  all  kinda  of  tranaactions  baa 
been  estimated  to  transcend  five  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  when,  at  length,  the  experiment  ran  out,  and 
the  cataairophe  came,  the  country  was  found,  and  ati  1  re- 
mains, with  its  commerce  prostrated,  induatry  at  a  stand, 
the  banks  unable  to  redeem  their  bills,  and  the  Govern- 
ment rich  only  in  unavailable  means. 

The  Government  and  the  people  being  thua  alike  em- 
barrassed and  paralysed,  it  would  seem  to  bo  the  dictate  of 
ordinary  wisdom  that  they  should  make  common  cause, 
and  breast  themselves  together  against  the  storm.  Espe- 
cially would  it  very  naturally  be  expected  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  tlic v  should  not  abandon  the  people,  and  aeek  to 
find  refuge  and  safety  for  themselves  alone.  Their  mess- 
country  bed  a* right  to  look  for  peculiar  fovor  in  any 'con- 
templated schemes  of  relief.  The  measures  which  have 
brought  about  this  deplorable  state  of  things  were  never 
asked  for  by  the  people.  They  never  petitioned  for  a 
chango  in  the  fiuancial  aystem  of  tho  country.  Tboy  nev- 
er even  complained  of  the  operation  of  that  system.  Aa 
far  as  their  opinions  and  wishes  can  be  gathered  from  the 
representations  of  their  agents  upon  this  floor,  in  this  the 
House  of  the  people,  they  were  contented  with  thines  as 
they  were.  It  is  historically  true,  that  all  the  remarkable 
and  extraordinary  measures  on  which  I  have  • 
met,  when  proposed,  the  signal  rebuke  of 
lives  of  the  people.  The  two  measure 
fective,  and  revolutionary  in  their  eh  iracter  and  tendency — 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  Treasury  order,  or 
specie  circular — have  never  obtained  any  favor  within  these 
walls.  They  have  been  sustained,  and  the  latter  is  atill 
sustained,  agoinet  the  will  of  the  people.  Emphatically  is 
this  true,  and  not  to  be  denied. 

With  what  face,  then,  can  the  Government  stek  relief, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  great  mass  of  the  country  '  Why 
shall  those  who  have  devised,  counselled,  advocated,  ana 
adopted  the  measures  which  have  resulted  in  a  depreciated 
currency,  be  relieved  from  the  inequalities  of  that  curren- 
cy ;  whilst  the  people,  who,  to  say  the  least,  have  twen 
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ive  in  regard  to  thaw 
•r.joy  the  h 
ut  it  i*«  said 


w»  io  posipune  me  lourm  inniuimem  or  oeposiie  wnn 

tales ;  the  Kcond  authorizes  the  issuing  of  ten  mil- 
of  Treasury  notes;  the  third  is  a  bill  to  impose  ad- 
Ml  duties  as  depositariee  on  public  officer*.    The  ope- 


are  left  alone  to  reap 
of  their  Inner  fruita  ! 
But  Vis  said  that  two  of  the  billa  before  os  are  specially 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  country :  the  one  authorizing 
•  further  postponement  of  payment  upon  duty  bonds ;  and 
tho  other  to  adjust  the  remaining  claim*  upon  the  late  de- 
posit banks.  If  there  be  relief  in  these  bills,  it  is  obvious 
to  remtrk  that  it  is  extremely  limited  in  ita  scope.  But 
whose  is  the  sole  interest  to  he  secured,  if  it  can  be  eeea  - 
red,  by  these  bills  1  Is  it  not  the  Government's  1  By 
pressing  its  debtors,  the  merchants  and  the  Hoothwestem 
bunks,  the  Government  may  lose  all ;  by  (framing  an  ex. 
tension  of  time,  all  may  be  saved. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  reported  three 
bills,  in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Exee- 
utive,  and  growing  out  of  the  relations  of  the  Government 
to  the  disaster*  w  liich  have  befallen  the  country.  The  ffret 
proposes  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  deposit*  with 
tho  Sfatea 
liona 

dtlional  duties  as  depositaries  on  public  omcers.  me  ope- 
ration of  all  these  bills  haa  distinct  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  same  committee  also  reported  a  resolution, 
declaring  it  "inexpedient  to  charter  a  national  bank."  I 
was  debarred  from  the  expression  of  my  opinions  upon  this 
proposition,  after  having  risen  to  address  the  House,  by  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question — that  convenient  piece 
of  machinery  to  check  debate,  but  applied  ao  only  in  this 
the  freest  Government  in  the  world.  That  proposition  is 
one  of  ihe  three  connected  with  the  great  question  of  the 
currency,  to  which  our  attention  haa  been  directed.  I 
voted  against  it  distinctly  upon  the  ground  of  iu  being  bald 
and  abstract  in  rta  terms.  I  voted  against  it  upon  another 
ground — because  it  negatived  the  only  wishes  or  opinions 
which  have  come  before  us  by  petition  from  the  people. 
We  have  Ihe  sub  Treasury  scheme  suggested  to  ue  by  the 
President;  we  have  a  new  modelling  of  the  deposit*  bank 
system  presented  by  a  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gau- 
titii.]  The  proposition  for  a  national  bank  finds  ita  way 
to  us  only  through  numerous  and  respectful  petitions.  I 
am  unwilling  to  thrurt  aside  unceremoniously  a  proposition 
to  which  the  people  have  invited  our  attention.  I  should 
bo  unwilling  to  dispose  of  any  scheme,  even  that  of  the 
sub-Treasury,  iu  so  summary  a  manner.  I  would  receive 
and  entertain  all  of  them  ;  I  would  reject  no  one,  until  h 
was  laid  before  us  in  proper  form  and  features,  that  we 
might  examine  it  in  its  practical  details,  and  judge  of  it 
with  precision.  I  know  not  that  [  should  vote  for  a  bill  to 
charter  a  national  bank.  I  have  no  constitutional  difficul- 
ties in  regard  to  it ;  but  I  should  seek  to  have  it  welt  guard- 
ed and  secured  at  all  points,  especially,  as  far  as  possible, 
a^itnst  tho  machinations  of  partisan  politicians — the  root, 
thu  fruitful  source,  as  I  verily  believe,  of  all  the  troubles 
that  afflict  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  administration  having  deter- 
mined to  shape  their  policy,  under  the  new  and  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  of  the  country,  with  special  reference 
to  the Ttt^c Ives  and  to  their  own  distinct  interests,  lot  us  look 
at  the  measures  suggested  for  our  consideration. 

Wo  have  a  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
surplus  revenue.  I  opposed  that  bill  in  the  committee.  I 
shall  record  my  vote  against  it,  in  whatever  shape  it  may 
come  up.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  the 
payment  of  that  instalment,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  would  operate  to  that  extent  advantage- 
ously to  the  people.  I  am  unable  to  see  the  necessity  for 
the  poetponemunt  I  have  carefully  examined  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances ;  I  have 
all  the  subsidiary  and  "verified"  statements  that 
been  luid  before  us  from  various  quarters.  If  the  de- 
ficiency supposed  by  the  Secretary  were  susceptible  of  clear 
proof,  that  proof  ought  to  be  on  our  taMe*.    I  have  not 


it  If  it  exist,  it  can  be  shown  by  that  which  does 
not  lie :  it  is  a  matter  of  figures.  I  shall  not  follow  the 
steps  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  committee 
in  this  particular,  by  going  into  the  details  upon  this  sub- 
ject The  tank  is  irksome.  I  agree  fully  with  most  who 
have  preceded  me,  that  a  clear  case  has  not  been  made  out 
by  the  8ecreury.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the  Treasury  is 
in  an  embarrassed  condition :  the  mismanagement  or  the 
finance*  and  the  disruption  of  our  whole  system  could  not 
bat  throw  our  exchequer  into  utter  confusion.  That  is  the 
evil  under  which  we  are  laboring.  Confusion  reigns 
through  every  department  of  finance  and  business.  Hence 
arises  the  unintelligible  exhibit  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Secretary.  In  the  deposit*  banks  there  remains  a  bal- 
ance greater  than  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instalment. 
Very  many  of  the  States  could  and  would  make  an  ar- 
rangement with  those  bank*  for  their  proportion  of  that 
instalment,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  banks,  satis- 
factory to  the  States,  and  lend  to  the  relief  of  the  Govern- 
ment To  tho*e  States  which,  from  their  relative  position, 
could  not  enter  into  such  arrangements,  drafts,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  ihe  Secretary,  "  drawn,  but  not  yet  paid,  though 
payable,*1  and  therefore,  in  the  view  of  the  Government, 
equivalent  to  specie,  would  fully  answer  the  purpose.  In 
whatever  light  I  regard  this  subject,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
demanded,  by  every  consideration  that  can 
sound  and  just  policy,  to  pay 
the  States,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
even  sacrifice. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions  I  oppose  ;  because  1  deem  the  prop- 
osition,  if  not  unconstitutional  according  to  the  recently 
avowed  opinion  of  General  Jackson,  certainly  fraught  with 
the  greatest  hazard,  and  of  dangerous  tendency  as  a  money 
measure  or  experiment  of  the  Government.  It  is  a  bad 
precedent  to  establish  :  it  ha*  once  only  been  resorted  to 
in  the  hiatory  of  the  past,  and  then  in  the  extraordinary 
emergency  of  war.  It  is  a  scheme  which  furnishes  too 
great  facility  for  money  making  io  any  administration.  It 
is  a  power  too  easy  to  be  |>erverfed;  and  the  exercise  of  it 
is  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  republican  institution*. 
Surrender  this  power  a*  hi  matter  of  ordinary  legislation  ; 
connect  with  it  the  proposed  system  of  sub-Treasuries,  de- 
signating the  kind  of  currency  which  the  Government  u 
to  demand,  and  you  fix  upon  the  country  at  once  a  Trea- 
sury bank  in  its  worst  form.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  upon 
the  suggestion  which  ha*  been  made  in  another  branch  by 
a  distinguished  and  now  willing  advocate  of  all  these  mea- 
sures, that  the  Government  ought  to  provide  for  an  emis- 
sion of  paper  money,  declaring  his  opinion  ut  the  same 
lime  that  inconvertible  pa|>er  does  not  constitute  a  suitable 
currency.  I  believe  the  same  opinion  has  been  avowed 
during  the  debate  in  this  House.  Such  a  proposition  would 
carry  us  back  at  once  to  the  old  continental  money:  so 
monstrous  a  proposition  shows  moat  convincingly  the  dan- 
gerous career  we  have  before  us,  in  consequence  of  depart- 
ing from  a  financial  system  that  had  been  reared  upon  tho 
foundation  of  a  long  and  successful  experience. 

I  have  voted,  sir,  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  the  Treo- 
sury  note  bill,  to  authorize  the  Government  to  raise,  by 
loan,  such  sum  of  money  as  the  actual  wants  of  the  Trea- 
sury demanded.  That  is  the  mode  of  raising  money  which 
the  constitution  has  designated.  "Congress  shall  have 
power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States." 
I  see  no  reason  for  departing  from  this  plain  requisition  of 
the  constitution.  I  see  every  reason,  in  the  avoweri  and 
obvious  disposition  of  the  Government  to  resort  to  ex  peri- 
menu,  why  we  should  adhere  strictly  and  guardedly  to 
such  a  requisition.  1  repeat,  air,  that  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  any  sum  of  money  that  shall  be  needed  to  relieve  the 
Government  from  its  embarrassment* ;  but  I  am  not  willing 
to  do  so  in  any  way  but  that  which  shall  be  clear,  safe, 
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and  in  accordance  wiih  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
tutinn. 

The  sub-Treasary  scheme,  or  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  a*  depositaries  on  public  officer*,  is  confessedly  the 
leading  and  distinguUhing  measure  of  the  session.  It  has 
been  characterized,  and  I  think  justly,  as  a  proposition 
to  detach  the  interests  uf  the  Government  from  those  of 
the  people ;  to  give  to  the  Government  a  **  better  currency, " 
and  to  the  people  sorb  a  one  ae  they  shall  feel  willing,  or 
be  compelled,  to  content  themselves  with.  This  represen- 
tation, I  know,  ha»  been  denounced,  as  if  it  were  inten- 
tionally use  J  as  the  watchword  of  parly.  Were  it  really 
Mich,  I  would  freely  join  in  the  denunciation.  But  I  look 
upon  it  as  accurately  descriptive  of  the  bill.  8uch  are  the 
whole  tenor  and  scojic  of  it ;  end  the  only  way  in  which, 
under  the  operation  of  this  measure,  there  can  be  a  com- 
munity of  interest  and  of  feeling  between  Government  and 
people  will  be  by  the  universal  adoption  of  the  same  scheme. 
When  that  event  occurs,  we  shall  have  arrived  at  the  much- 
talked  uf  age  of  an  exclueive  metallic  currency.  If  this 
measure  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  paw 
into  the  solemn  form  of  a  law,  the  conflict  will  be  but  com- 
menced between  the  system  to  which  the  country  baa  been 
accustomed  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  republic,  and  that 
system  which  heers  upon  its  front  the  baptismal  name  of 
"untried  expedient"  Is  it  plun  to  suppose  that  this 
whole  people  will  quietly  and  unrepiningly  witness  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  own  servants  in  the  undisputed  enjoyment 
of  a  high  privilege,  and  themselves  excluded  from  all  par- 
ticipation in  it  1  A  stormy  and  wrathful  contest  will  arise, 
upon  which,  oven  as  a  fancy  sketch,  no  patriot  can  look 
with  composure.  Sir,  I  cannot  join  in  the  crussde,  which 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  as  the  willed  policy  of  the 
Government,  cannot  but  beat  up  against  the  long-standing 
order  of  things.  I  will  not  consent  ruthlessly  to  pull  down 
an  ancient  institution,  until  I  can  be  convinced  the  substi- 
tute for  it  shall  better  answer  the  purpose.  I  am  content- 
ed, ney,  anxious  to  reform,  where  reform  is  necessary  ;  bat 
I  cannot  yield  to  what  I  feel  confident  most  be  the  effect  of 
this  bill,  if  carried  through  to  its  outside  purposes.  I  can. 
not  agree  to  destroy. 

This,  then,  ia  the  stable  and  firm  ground  upon  which  I 
plant  my  opposition  to  this  sub-Treasury  scheme.  Carried 
out  into  all  its  eon  sequences,  the  effect  of  it  must  be,  to 
change  the  framework  of  society ;  to  revolutionise  property 
and  business ;  to  reduce  the  former  indefinitely  and  most  es- 
sentially, and  to  withdraw  the  latter  into  the  hands  of  the 
few ;  to  circumscribe,  and  almost  to  obliterate  the  field  for 
enterprise ;  to  paralyse  credit;  to  deaden  the  vigorous  arm 
of  industry  ;  and,  finally,  and  in  one  word,  to  give  to  wealth 
that  ascendency  which  nothing  but  free  competition 
break  down,  and  to  make  poverty  hug  its  chains 
closely.  Whilst  the  tendency  of  this  scheme  must  be  lo 
give  superior  and  unjustifiable  privileges  to  wealth  in  large 
accumulation*,  and  necessarily  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
the  blight  and  mildew  of  it  must  fall  in  a  special  manner 
upon  that  immense  mass  of  our  community,  which,  I 
would  to  God,  were  the  one  and  only  ma«s — the  men  of 
moderate  properly  and  of  enterprise,  chastened  and  well 
regulated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  numerous  ob- 
jections which  are  urged  against  this  bill  with  great  force 
as  a  matter  of  business.  Its  insecurity  forms  of  itself  an 
abundant  reason  why  it  should  be  distrusted  and  repudia- 
ted. The  placing  of  public,  funds  in  the  bands  of  individ- 
uals for  safe-keepiug  or  disbursement,  leads  the  depositary 
into  that  temptation  from  which  every  prudent  man  should 
pray  to  be  delivered.  The  importunities  of  friendship 
alone  have,  through  this  means,  drugged  down  many  an 
hottest  name  to  the  dust.  The  field  of  such  temptation 
nhould  be  hedged  in  as  much  as  possible,  not  enlarged. 
Gentlemen  ha»o  referred  already  to  sad  cases  of  defalcation 


from  this  source  in  eeveral  of  the  States.  The  Common- 
wealth from  which  I  come  is  not  without  this  stain  upon 
iu  history.  And  what  is  the  experience  which  the  records 
of  one  department  of  this  Government  have  recently  fur- 
nished !  Within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  over  eighteen 
hundred  instances  of  defalcation  are  officially  reported  to 
have  occurred  in  the  Post  Office  Department.  Who  doe* 
not  know  that  most  or  all  of  the  motives  in  the  way  of 
temptation  either  do  not  operate  at  all,  or  to  a  very  limited 
extent,  in  regard  to  funds  entrusted  to  corporations  7  8ir, 
those  are  considerations  which  ought  to  address  themselves 
with  great  seriousness  lo  wise  and  discreet  statesmen. 

The  necessary  ir-crense  of  Kxcculivc  patronage  is  also  a 
solid  objection  to  this  hill.  Such  patronage,  operating  up- 
on the  individual,  is  always  dangerous.  The  state  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  this  country  points  with  singular  eignifi- 
csncy  to  the  sober  truth,  that  such  patronage  "has  in- 
creased, is  increasing,  and  ought  to  bo  diminished.** 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  pass  to  the  leading  objection  to  this 
bill,  which  I  am  compelled  to  dispose  of  briefly,  in  con- 
snquetico  of  our  being  very  nearly  at  the  last  stage  of  the 
deh:>e rations  of  the  session.    This  bill  denies  in  the  face 
of  the  country  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  a  sound  system  of  currency  and  of  domes- 
tic exchange*.    The  doctrines  of  the  message  upon  this 
point  are  entirely  new.    But  they  are  new,  only  because 
the  Government,  or  rather  the  administration,  instead  of 
wisely  retracing  their  steps,  are  determined  lo  go  on  with 
tbeir  experiments ;  and  sorely  it  cannot  be  strange  that  these 
experiments  should  interfere  with  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution as  well  a*  with  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  Tho 
administration,  having  resolved  by  this  measure  to  Jciach 
their  interest*  from  those  of  the  people,  it  necessarily  fol- 
lows that  the  interests  of  the  people  are  not  to  be  cared  for 
or  provided  for.    The  constitution  has  declared  that  Con- 
gress »hall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  between  the 
|  8talea.    Congress  has  always  heretofore  made  such  pro- 
vision, or  attempted  it,  by  establishing  what  bee  been 
deemed  a  sound  currency,  and  with  it,  and  dependent  up- 
on it,  a  healthful  system  of  domestic  exchanges.  The 
opinions  of  all  our  statesmen,  of  all  parties,  from  the  found- 
ation of  the  Government  down  to  the  present  dynasty, 
have  coincided  upon  this  subject.    And  yet,  we  are  now 
told  that  the  Government  might  as  well  be  called  upon  to 
convey  the  merchandise  of  its  citizens  from  one  point  to 
another,  as  to  regulate  their  internal  commerce.   Such  arc 
the  absurdities  to  which  wo  are  reduced  by  a  spirit  of  the- 
orizing and  a  fondness  fur  experiments.    In  support  of 
these  novel  and  unheard-of  notions,  the  example  of  the 
States  of  Europe  is  referred  to  ;  and  their  usages  are  mar- 
shalled before  us  against  an  express  provision  of  our  con- 
I  the  unbroken  practice  of  the  Government 
Sir,  who  and  what  are  we,  that  we  are  thus 
called  upon  to  abandon  all  our  experience,  every  lesson  of 
our  history,  and  to  ley  ourselves  down  at  the  feet  of  the 
monopolists  arid  autocrats  of  Europe  1    We  differ  from  the 
whole  of  tbetn,  individually  and  collectively ;  and  I  desiro 
to  thank  God  that  we  do  so.    We  stand  upon  the  solid 
platform  of  free  institutions ;  we  live  only  in  the  free  hop* 
that  is  given  to  labor,  and  industry,  and  competition.  We 
are  a  confederacy  of  eovereign  and  independcul  Stales— 
many  in  number — and  differing  in  our  local  institutions, 
arrangements,  and  usages.    And  are  we  to  be  referred  to 
the  single  »ml  consolidated  arm  of  power  in  the  8tatea  of 
Europe  for  business  examplee  and  currency  precedents  ? 
It  is  this  peculiarity  in  our  political  fabric,  which  Jed  tbo 
statesmen  of  the  Revolution  to  make  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  to  which  I  have  adverted ;  it  is  the  ssme  pecu- 
liarity, distinguishing  us  from  all  other  Stale*,  which  has 
led  all  our  statesmen  until  now  to  conform  to  the  wise  fore- 
thought of  those  sages  and  patriots. 
Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  you  by  recurring  to  the  opinions 
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of  the  older  statesmen,  I  will  only  refresh  your  recollec- 
tion by  adverting  to  some  of  more  recent  date — to  opin- 
ions that  have  been  uttered  within  the  laat  four  yean. 
What  docs  Mr.  Taney  aay  in  one  of  hit  re  ports  concern- 
ing the  8ute  or  depoeite  banks  1  This  ia  his  language: 
"  They  aie  providing  a  general  currency  at  least  as  sound 
as  that  of  the  United  Si  atee  Bank,  and  will  afford  facilities 
to  commerce  and  in  the  business  of  domestic  exchange 
quite  equal  to  any  which  the  community  heretofore  enjoy- 
ed." Again,  he  uses  strong  Language — language  free 
front  all  doubt,  when  he  declares  of  the  same  banks  that 
"  they  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  services  which  the 
Government  ought  to  require,  and  to  affoid  all  the  facili- 
ties to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, which  have  been  claimed  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Ststes." 

I  ofter  but  one  opinion  more — that  of  the  late  President 
Jackson  in  that  celebrated  paper  which  was  "  read  to  the 
cabinet."  Who  will  doubt  the  meaning  of  this  passage: 
"  It  should  also  be  enjoined  upon  any  banks  which  may 
be  employed,  that  it  will  be  expected  of  them  to  facilitate 
domestic  exchangee  for  the  benefit  of  internal  commerce." 

These  are  excellent  opinions;  but  they  were  most  unfor- 
tunately applied,  as  our  sad  experience  every  day  is  show- 
ing us.  They  indicate  the  firm  convictions  of  those  who 
uttered  them  :  and  they  correspond  with  all  the  opinions  of 
past  time  upon  the  subject  un'il  now.  Sir,  the  business 
of  this  great  country  cannot  be  carried  on — it  is  monstrous 
to  suppose  it  can  be— without  a  sound,  general  currency, 
and  a  well-regulated  system  of  domestic  exchangee.  These 
are  indispensable.  They  are  equally  necessary  to  the  man 
of  large  business  and  to  the  man  of  limited  operations. 

by  every  class  and  almost  by  every 
nmunity.  How  can  they  be  made 
without  a  general  anil  universally  accredited  currency  !  I 
declare  to  you,  then,  my  unshaken  conviction  that  the 
people  will  not  countenance  the  system  you  propose  in  this 
bill.  They  will  not  consent  to  he  cut  off  from  these  in- 
dispensable requisites  of  good  business  snd  healthful  pros- 
perity. They  will  uot  suffer  their  best  interests  to  be  sac- 
rificed in  order  to  gratify  your  unmanly  attachment  to  im- 
practicable experiment*.  They  will  demand  of  you,  they 
sre  already  demanding  of  you,  that  you  retrace  your  steps. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  concluding,  1  feel  bound  to  no- 
tice some  remarks  which  fell  from  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pics.iifs,J  who  opened  this  debate.  That 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  make  an  atuck  upon  North- 
ern labor,  and, by  way  of  retaliation  upon  "Northern  Ab- 
olitionism," proclaims  his  intention  to  "  retort  the  preach- 
ing of  insurrection ;"  and  the  test  which  be  takea  ia  "  the 
universal  emancipation  of  Northern  labor  from  Northern 
fraud  and  duplicity."  He  represents  the  banks  and  cor- 
porations of  the  North  an  engaged  in  "  enslaving  and  sub- 
jecting the  laboring  class."  And  he,  a  slaveholder,  pro- 
poses to  erect  the  standard  of  insurrection,  and  to  draw 
thereto  the  laborers  of  the  North. 

Does  that  gentleman  under. land  what  is  meant  by  the 
labor  of  the  North  1  Does  he  deem  it  an  instrument  which 
he  csn  wield  to  carry  out  his  purposes  ol  sedition  and  in- 
surrection 1  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  laboring 
classes  of  the  North  comprise  the  whole  population  of  the 
North.  The  great  rule  of  existence  there  is  labor,  and 
only  labor.  I  would  like  very  well  to  see  that  gentleman 
j  upon  the  North  with  his  insurrectionsry  in  ten- 
It  would  gratify  me  much  to  ace  him  at  the  head 
of  his  new-raised  cohorts,  with  bis  banners  floating  upon 
the  brene,  and,  under  the  inspiration  of  martial  music, 
marching  forward  "  to  preach  the  universal  emancipation 
of  Northern  labor  from  /Northern  fraud  and  duplicity  !" 
The  bolder  of  slaves  at  the  Sooth,  preaching  insurrection 
to  the  honest,  intelligent,  snd  independent  laborers  of  the 
North  !    It  would  be  an  exhibition  worthy  to  attract  more 


Sir,  the  gentleman  misunderstands  the  character  of  our 
institutions,  the  character  of  out  people,  the  character  of 
our  labor.  If  he  will  come  to  the  North,  I  will  gladly  in- 
troduce him  to  our  farmers  in  their  fields,  to  our  mechanics 
at  their  benches,  to  our  manufacturers  st  their  looms.  He 
will  find  them  a  body  of  men  able  and  ready  to  explain  to 
him  what  is  meant  by  Northern  labor,  and  what  is  the 
character  of  Northern  institutions.  He  will  find  them  full 
of  general  intelligence,  possessed  of  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
their  own  rights,  snd  prepared  to  maintain  them.  Let  me 
tell  the  gentleman  he  will  not  find  them  very  patient 
listeners  to  his  "  preaching  of  insurrection."  He  will  not 
find  them  flocking  to  the  standard  of  a  slaveholder,  as  he 
proclaims  to  them  the  way  to  "  universal  emancipation 
from  Northern  fraud  and  duplicity." 

Sir,  the  gentleman  misunderstands  the  nature  of  our 
banking  institutions  and  other  corporations,  as  much  as  he 
does  the  character  of  our  labor.  They  are  not  engaged 
"  in  enslaving  and  subjecting  the  laboring  close."  They 
are  themselves  the  laboring  class.  The  men  of  business 
of  the  North,  the  men  who  manage  and  control  all  these 
institutions,  are  the  great  middle  class  of  society — the  men 
who,  by  their  own  industry  and  intellect,  have  made  them- 
selves what  they  ore.  The  banking  institutions  are  owned 
not  by  the  great  capitalists,  but  by  the  active,  thriving, 
and  energetic  men  of  business.  The  proprietorship  of 
these  institutions  is  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  the 
men  of  moderate  property,  of  females,  of  orphans,  of  chari- 
table societies.  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  apologist  oi  the 
advocate  of  banks.  Much,  very  much  they  may  have  done 
wrong.  They  are  in  the  hands  oi  the  people  at  all  limes, 
for  regulation  and  reform.  8ir,  I  will  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  cannot  avoid  asking  permission  to  read  a  pas- 
sage fiom  a  letter  of  a  distinguished  personage  upon  this 
subject,  which  expresses,  better  than  I  can  do  it,  what  I 
deem  to  he  the  truth  upon  this  subject.  The  letter  wss 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  the  Congress  before  the  last. 

"If  there  were  no  State  bonks,  the  profitable  business 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the 
great  capilslicte.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital 
and  credit  to  a  large  extent;  and  a  private  individual  in 
moderate  circumstances  would  be  unable  to  conduct  them 
with  any  advantage.  It  is  proper  that  the  busiues*  of 
banking  and  exchange  should  be  open,  as  fur  as  practica- 
ble, to  the  moat  free  competition,  and  its  advantages  shared 
by  all  clashes  of  society.  Individuals  of  moderate  means 
cannot  participate  in  them,  unless  they  combine  together, 
and,  by  the  union  of  many  small  sums,  create  a  large 
capital,  and  establish  on  extensive  credit.  It  is  impossible 
to  accomplish  this  object  without  the  aid  of  acta  of  incorpo- 
ration. The  incorporated  banks  moreover,  under  proper 
management,  will  offer  a  aafe  and  convenient  investment 
of  small  sums,  to  persons  whose  situations  snd  pursuits 
disable  them  from  employing  their  money  profitably  in  any 
other  mode. 

"No  commercial  or  manufacturing  community  could 
conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage,  without  a  liberal 
system  of  credit,  and  o  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  loan, 
when  the  exigencies  of  business  may  require  it.  This  can- 
not be  obtained  without  the  aid  of  a  paper  circulation,  found- 
ed on  credit." 

Thie  is  the  language  of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  here  I 
leave  the  banks. 

Let  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  proceed  in  hie 
insurrectionary  project  against  the  labor  and  the  institutions 
of  the  North.  He  looks  for  aid  from  the  operation  of  thia 
sub-Treasury  scheme.  It  might  aid  him,  it  is  true;  but 
with  whom,  thst  is  sound  hearted,  will  that  consideration 
recommend  the  scheme  1  Let  the  gentleman  proceed.  He 
wUl  return  from  the  campaign  mortified  as  well  as  inslruct- 
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hi*  threats  are  impotent.  Aa 
well  might  he  attempt  •  crusade  against  the  grave  ysrds  of 
North,  and  wek  to  spread  ruin  and  destruction  over  the 


ed.    Hie  purpose  is  vein 
l 

the  North. 


ils  of  our  dead,  aa  expect  to  curry  on  u 
i  any  hope  of  success,  against  the  induatry,  the  enter- 
»,  the  sagacity,  the  honor  of  New  England  end  the 

North. 

When  Mr.  Cituocif  had  concluded, 

Mr.  POPE  sdressed  the  Chair.  He  observed  that  he 
tose  with  reluctance,  and  much  hesitation,  to  give  hie  views 
to  the  committee  on  the  principle*  involved  in  the  lull,  and 
the  several  subjects  connected  with  it,  after  they  had  been 
dt'cuiscd  with  ao  much  ability  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  our  session  had  approached  its  termination.  He  was 
aware  that  the  committee  were  impatient  to  have  the  de- 
bate closed,  and  to  take  the  question.  He  felt,  however, 
that  duty  to  the  expectations  of  his  immediate  constituents 
and  to  himself  forbade  him  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a  meas- 
ure of  so  much  magnitude,  both  in  principle  and  conse- 
quence*. 

Many  topics  had  been  introduced  into  our  debate*  du- 
ring the  present  session,  which  did  not  seem  to  belong  to 
any  of  the  mea»u  res  before  us,  and  with  reference  to  the 
parties  in  thia  House  and  the  past  political  struggles  of  the 
country,  to  which  he  begged  leave  to  give  a  pacing  notice. 
We  ought  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  lay  out  of  view  every  thing 
which  doee  not  belong  to  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  placed ; 
and  it  seamed  to  him  that  gentlemen  of  all  parties  should 
elevate  themselves  for  a  moment  above  the  mere  party  con- 
tests of  the  day,  and  act  exclusively  with  reference  to  the 
pood  ol  the  country.  The  vessel  of  state,  in  relation  to  our 
monetary  system,  appeared  to  be  stranded,  and  ail  certain- 
ly should  unite  to  put  it  fairly  afloat  again  upon  the  great 
current  of  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  part  I  acted  in  the  election  of  the  late 
Chief  Magistrate  is  well  known ;  and  on  thst  account  1  have 
ever  been  unwilling  to  assail  htm  or  the  measures  of  his  ad- 
ministration. Hia  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  the  removal  of  the 
deposited,  and  other  acts  tending  to  an  alarming  increase  of 
Executive  powera,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  Government,  were  so  much  st  war  with  his  opinion  of 
the  principles  and  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  thst  I  have 
for  several  years  declined  to  participate  in  the  mere  party 
struggle  of  the  country.  While  I  could  not  endorse  the 
measures  alluded  to,  I  have  not  indulged  in  bitter  censure  or 
crimination  of  those  with  whom  I  hiive  been  politically  a.niso- 
ciated.  In  my  canvass  for  a  seat  here,  1  appealed  to  no  p-uty 
on  party  grounds.  My  opinions  about  the  United  (Hates 
Bank,  currency,  eke.,  were  given  to  the  people  with  open- 
ness and  candor.  Without  disguise  or  evasion,  or  any 
mental  reservation  whatever,  (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  had  pub- 
licly avowed  to  his  constituents  his  firm  conviction  that  a 
national  bank  was  a  necessary  and  proper  fiscal  agent  for 
the  Government,  the  best  regulator  of  our  paper  system, 
and  an  important  auxiliary  to  the  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  United  States;  and  for  the  correctness  of 
that  opinion,  he  hsd  appealed  to  the  force  of  rcaBon  and 
experience. 

Mr.  P.  declared  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  bank  or  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  his  firm 
«nd  unshaken  belief  eras,  that  it  is  the  best  possible  remedy 
of  a  permanent  character  which  can  be  applied  to  cure  the 
disorders  in  the  local  currencies,  check  excessive  issues  of 
paper  money,  and  insure  to  the  nation  a  stable  and  uniform 
medium,  and  restore  a  healthy  action  to  our  money  system. 
Public  opinion  in  the  Western  States  was  strong  and  de- 
cisive in  favor  of  thia  measure,  and  would  be  more  so,  from 
causes  which  do  n»t  apply  aa  strongly  to  the  Atlantic  State.*. 
In  Virginia,  Maryland,  New  York,  and  other  States  on  the 
Atlantic,  the  people  trode  to  the  cities  on  the  seaboard  in 
their  own  Stntes;  and  the  local  currency  will  anawer  their 
purposes  to  a  considerable  extent.    The  trade  of  the  West- 


ern States  is  carried  on  to  distant  places,  much  of  it  through 
other  States,  and  the  local  currencies  will  not  anawer,  and 
our  Western  traders  are  subjected  to  much  loss  in 
the  paper  received  in  every 

■oing  and  returning;  and  all  thia  loas  falls  on  the 
of  the  West ;  whereas,  while  the  branch  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Bank  existed  in  the  South  and  West,  the  trader* 
were  not  subjected  to  the  losses  and  inconveniencics  to 
which  they  are  now  exposed. 
As  »o  much  has 


trading,  eke.,  Mr.  P.  would  remark  that  he 
agricultural  district,  and  that  the  fanners  of  the  West  were, 
if  possible,  mora  urgent  than  any  other  class  for  a  national 
bank,  in  order  to  have  a  currency  in  which  they  could  con- 
fide—one  sound  and  uniform.  They  had  experienced  the 
beneficiel  effects  of  a  United  States  bank,  and  were  desirou* 
to  see  mat  souna  condition  ot  tnings  restorea.  n\r.  v^nsir- 
man,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  bad  occasion  to  act  on  this  question 
of  a  national  bank  twenty -five  years  ego,  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress;  and  1  than  examined  it  with  an  honest 
inquiry  after  truth,  and  became  entirely  satisfied  of  the 
siitutionality  and  the  great  utility  of  such  an 
The  opinion  I  then  formed  I  have  maintained  ever  since, 
|  through  good  and  evil  report.  Whether  popular  or  unttop- 
ular,  (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  had  made  it  a  rule  through  life, 
when  duty  required  him  to  act  on  a  principle  of  cardinal 
importance  or  vital  interest  to  the  people,  to  explore  it 
well,  to  establish  troth  in  bis  own  mind,  and  to  adhere  to 
it,  unless  overruled  by  the  deliberate  will  of  hi*  fellow-ettl- 
tens  Fortunately  for  him  at  this  moment,  in  the  opinion 
he  expressed,  he  stood  supported  by  the  voice  of  those  who 
sent  him  there,  and  the  State  at  large. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed  to  bestow  a  special  con- 
sideration on  this  sob  Treasury  scheme,  contemplated  by 
the  bill  under  consideration,  or  a  national  bank,  which 
eeems  to  be  associated  with  it  in  this  debate,  permit  mc  to 
notice  other  topics  so  frequently  adverted  to  ut  this  ses- 
sion. We  are  daily  entertained  or  disturbed  about  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  the  tariff,  and  abolition.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas,  I  have  no  opinion  at  present  to  give ;  indeed, 
I  have  not  considered  it  sufficiently  to  decide  on  the  power 
or  expediency  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  if  denired  by 
the  people  of  that  country.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  to  what  extent  our  plan  of  government  could 

its  integrity.  It  was  s  ques- 
itatasman  should  not  Indulge 

hasty  speculations;  it 
profound  consideration. 

In  the  old  woild  there  seemed  to  be  natural  barriers  be- 
tween nations — the  Alps  and  Pyrenees  separated  commu- 
nities; but  here  we  had  disregarded  those  geographical  di- 
visions, and  cot  down  and  perforated  the  Allegany  which 
divided  the  Atlantic  State*  fruni  the  great  Western  valley. 
By  roads  and  canals,  with  the  consequent  fsedity  and  ra- 
pidity, we  had  contracted  practically  the  extent  of  our  ter- 
ritory. I  would,  however,  implore  gentlemen  from  the 
North  and  East,  snd  especially  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  Massachuaetta,  [Mr.  Adams,]  never  to  urge 
as  a  ground  of  opposition  to  Texas  that  slavery  is  tol- 
erated in  that  country.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  a  le- 
gitimate ground  of  opposition.  Should  the  provinces  of 
Canada  be  ever  separated  from  the  mother  eountiy,  and 
their  independence  established  on  the  plains  ol  Abraham, 
and  that  people  should  desire  to  be  made  part  of  this  re- 
public, I  should  not  think  of  objecting  that  they  have  or 
have  not  slaves.  The  question  ought  to  be  viewed  on 
more  elevated  ground.  We  should  bear  in  mind  thai,  in 
the  struggle  fur  liberty  and  independence,  Virginia  and 
Mamtschut-etts  shook  handa  as  brothers,  and  staked  their 
lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor,  In  the 
Each  State  was  left  free  to  act  in  relation  to 
very. 
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It  affords  me  pleasure,  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  do  justice  to  ihe  consistency  of  the  respectable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  in  the  opinion  he 
has  expressed  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  annex  Texas 
to  the  United  Status.  I  well  recollect  that  he  expressed  the 
same  opinion  in  the  Senate  during  the  session  of  1807 -'8, 
in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States  formed  out  of  the 
territory  of  Louisiana;  but,  at  the  same  time,  avowed  his 
willingness,  and  I  believe  with  entire  sincerity,  while  he 
could  not  concede  the  power  to  admit  them,  to  vote  for  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  their  admission. 

The  subject  of  abolition,  so  often  mentioned  on  this  floor, 
has  never  disturbed  the  people  of  Koniucky,  although  a 
slave  State.  I  know  that  there  have  been  in  my  own 
State  a  large  number  adverse  to  slavery,  desirous  of  getting 
rid  of  it  by  emancipation,  or  in  some  other  way.  Some, 
probably,  were  in  favor  of  abolition ;  but  experience  and 
observation  have  convinced  the  warmest  friends  of  eman- 
cipation that  any  mode  of  terminating  slavery  and  retain- 
ing them  among  us  would  be  mischievous  and  danger- 
ous. The  Ohio  river  divides  Kentucky  from  the  free  8tates 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and,  while  we  are  aware 
that  there  is  a  religious  feeling  and  some  fanaticism  in  re- 
lation to  slavery,  we  indulge  no  suspicion  that  the  great 
body  of  ihe  people  of  those  8tate*  are  disposed  to  disturb 
our  slave  property  ;  and,  as  to  the  enthusiasts  and  fanat- 
ics, we  tolerate  error  and  folly,  while  reason  and  practical 
observation  are  left  free  to  counteract  them.  The  ques- 
tion of  domestic  slavery  is  one  over  which  each  8tate 
must  be  left  to  exercise  sovereign  control,  subject  to  the 
power  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  abroad. 

The  tariff  is  often  mentioned,  too,  hore,  certainly  foreign 
to  the  subjects  of  our  present  deliberations.  Permit  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to  retrospect  the  history 
of  this  tariff  policy  for  the  last  thirty  years.  Nearly  thirty 
year*  ago,  be  was  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress; and  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  and  perhaps  a  few  others, 
favored  the  tariff  policy  ;  and,  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed or  imputed  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  advocated 
the  policy  of  tendering  this  country,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
dependent of  the  workshops  of  Europe.  I  well  recollect 
that  I  united  in  this  opinion,  without  having  ever  con- 
sidered deeply  the  effects  of  this  policy  on  the  different 
sections  of  the  Union.  The  people  of  the  Eastern  States 
were  at  that  time  more  inclined  to  employ  their  capital 
in  commerce  than  manufactures,  and  Mr.  Hillhouse,  a 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  a  man  of  practical  wisdom,  re- 
marked to  me,  with  apparent  candor  and  much  earnestness, 
that  it  was  wrong  to  force  or  stimulate  manufactures  pre- 
maturely ;  that  they  ought  and  would  grow  up  gradually 
with  the  growth  of  the  nation.  Circumstances,  however, 
turned  a  Urge  portion  of  Eastern  capital  into  manufactu- 
ring establishments,  and  the  Eastern  people,  ever  astute 
and  sagacious  in  whatever  concerns  their  interest,  asked 
for  protection— more  and  more  protection — until  the  South, 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  effects  of  this  protective  policy 
on  the  planting  States,  changed  their  course,  and  resisted 
this  protective  policy,  which  at  one  time  gnve  rise  to  a  most 
angry  and  excited  contest.  Fortunately  for  our  peace  and 
harmony,  the  question  was  compromised  by  the  agency  of 
a  Kentucky  member  of  this  House,  and  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  the  same  State ;  they,  at  least,  aided  much  in 
restoring  quiet  to  the  country,  and  I  hope  that  compromise 
will  not  be  disturbed;  and  that,  until  the  year  1842,  this 
matter  will  be  at  rest.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  tariff 
policy  was  carried  too  far.  Kentucky  is  a  consuming  State, 
as  much  so  as  Virginia  and  many  other  Southern  States; 
and,  while  she  admits  the  power  and  policy  of  giving  rea- 
sonable protection  to  American  industry,  she  will  be  among 
the  last  to  support,  knowingly,  any  policy  tending  to  sac- 
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rifice  the  interest  of  the  South  to  advance  or  aggrandize  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.  He  would,  however,  take 
leave  to  remark  that  he  believed  that  at  no  distant  day  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky  will  rival  the  Eastern  States  in  many 
branches  of  manufacture.  These  8tatcs  abound  in  coal, 
water-power,  and  minerals,  with  a  temperate  climate ;  and 
it  has  been  said  of  Kentucky  that  she  contains  the  richest 
mineral  wealth  in  the  United  8tates.  Regions  there,  hardly 
inhabited  now,  and  considered  of  little  value,  will  ultimate- 
ly be  filled  with  towns,  villages,  and  an  industrious  and 
thriving  population. 

In  connexion  with  these  vexed  and  exciting  questions  of 
abolition,  tariff,  annexation  of  Texas  we  too  often  hear 
of  disunion,  &c,  and  I  must  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said 
Mr.  P.,)  that  I  regret  to  bear  language  of  this  sort  from 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
A  nan  s,]  when  speaking  of  Texas.  When  contending  for 
freedom  and  independence  with  Great  Britain,  our  breth- 
ren of  the  North  did  not  object  to  an  association  with  the 
South  on  the  ground  of  domoetic  slavery.  Kentucky  is  a 
central  State,  and  a  farming  or  planting  State;  a  great 
consumer  of  foreign  and  American  manufactures.  We,  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  although,  from  habit,  education,  per- 
sonal and  commercial  intercourse,  partial  to  our  Southern 
brethren,  are  not  blind  to  the  valuo  and  importance  of  our 
political  association  with  the  Eastern  States.  We  consider 
them  the  right  arm  of  our  national  strength  as  a  maritime 
power.  For  intelligence,  hardy  enterprise,  and  skill  in 
commerce  and  navigation,  they  are  not  surpassed,  if  equal- 
led, by  any  nation  of  ancient  or  modern  times.  By  the 
union  of  free  and  slave  States,  by  their  joint  counsels  and 
arms,  our  liberties  and  independence  were  achieved ;  and 
let  not  the  trashy  effusions  of  fanatics,  or  the  visionary 
speculations  of  enthusiasts,  disturb  our  tranquillity,  or 
weaken  those  tics  by  which  these  States  have  been  so  long 
united.  If  we  continue  a  united  people,  this  nation  will, 
at  no  distant  period,  by  their  justice  and  power,  exercise 
more  influence  and  control  over  the  affairs  of  nationa 
than  ancient  Rome  when  mistress  of  the  world,  or  Great 
Britain  when  she  asserted  the  empire  of  the  seas.  He 
begged  pardon  of  the  committee  for  digressing  so  far  from 
tho  question  under  consideration,  and  had  only  to  as- 
sure them  that  be  was  led  off  by  a  solicitude  to  divert  their 
attention  from  subjects  which  had  been,  as  he  thought,  ra- 
ther strangely  brought  into  discussion,  and  to  bring  the 
minds  of  all  to  a  deep  and  solemn  consideration  of  the  ex- 
isting crisis :  for  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides  not  only  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  but  the  establishment  of  a  num- 
ber of  sub-treasuries,  to  be  located  in  different  places  in 
the  United  States  where  the  revenue  and  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  are  collected,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  authorized  to  appoint  agents  to  inspect  the  books 
and  accounts  of  these  sub-treasuries,  and  report  to  him. 
Those  charged  with  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
money  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  with  the 
agent  to  inspect,  dec,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
removable  at  his  pleasure,  and  in  all  respects  subject  to  his 
control.  It  is  in  substance  a  bill  to  unite  the  puree  and 
sword  of  this  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
in  derogation  of  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  free  con- 
stitution, and  the  title  of  it  should  bo,  a  bill  to  consummate 
the  overthrow  of  that  equilibrium  and  division  of  power 
which  the  wise  founders  of  this  republic  intended  to  estab- 
lish to  secore  American  liberty. 

The  maxim  that  a  division  of  power  among  different 
departments  or  bodies  of  magistracy  was  necessary  to  se- 
cure liberty,  seems  to  have  been  better  understood  and 
practically  applied  by  the  statesmen  of  modern  times  than 
in  remote  ages.  This  maxim  has  been  incorporated  into 
all  the  American  constitutions,  and  pervades  every  ramifi- 
cation of  this  confederated  repoblic.    Such  a  division  of 
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will  prevent  undue  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
ids  of  one  departmont  or  body  of  magistracy,  was  deem- 
ed by  our  ancestors  e»$cntial  to  the  security  of  the  public 
liberty.  This  great  principle  forms  a  vital  feature  in  the 
political  law  of  modern  Europe,  where  it  is  held  that  every 
power  ought  to  be  restrained  within  auch  limits  as  will  in- 
>  of  neighboring  State* ;  and  hence 
to  maintain  the  balance  of  power. 
Our  constitutiona  divide  the  powers  of  Government  into 
several  departments  or  bodies  of  magi-trncy,  and  theae 
powers  are  again  divided  between  State  and  federal  bodies 
of  magistracy.  To  the  legislative  department  it  belongs  lo 
i  upon  the  people  ;  and  I  put  the  question  to  the 
candid  consideration  of  this  committee,  whether 
it  properly  belongs  to  the  Legislature  or  the  Executive  au 
thorily  to  create  or  select  the  agent  to  keep  and  guard  the 
money  of  the  people,  until  drawn  out  in  conformity  to  ap- 
propriations made  by  law  !  Is  the  Executive  or  Legisla- 
ture the  keeper  and  guardian  of  the  public  treasure  1  [n 
practice  th«  first  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  the  chief 
agent  in  taking  care  of  the  public  money,  and  the  last  bank 
was  made  the  agent  by  legislative  authority  ;  and  that  l>oih 
were  aufe  and  responsible  agents  is  ascertained  by  the  fact 
that  no  Inns  was  ever  sustained  whtie  they  had  the  care  of 
it;  whereas  we  know  that  numerous  defalcations,  and 
frauds,  and  peculations,  have  been  committed  by  collectors, 
receivers,  and  others  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public 
revenue.  Large  sums  confided  to  individual*  furnish  temp- 
tations too  strong  for  poor,  weak  human  nature.  Treasurers 
in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  of  the  fairest  character  tor  purity 
and  honor,  afford  strong  proofs  of  the  danger  of  confiding 
large  sums  of  money  to  the  care  of  individuals;  and  both 
Slates  have  directed  the  public  money  lo  be  placed  in  sound 
and  responsible  banks.  When  it  is  deposited  in  a  bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Government,  the  whole  corporation  is  re- 
sponsible. The  capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  of 
the.  late  Bank  of  the  Uuited  States  was  bound  for  the 
/  placed  in  its  vaults. 
I  will  not  detain  tho  committee  by  any  calculation  of  the 
additional  ex|iense,  or  Executive  patronage  of  this  new 
scheme  of  sub  treasuries,  because  it  is  liable  to  other  ob- 
jections of  much  more  magnitude.  To  what  responsibility, 
Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  look  for  the  security  of  the  public 
revenue  !  Do  yon  rely  on  the  Imnda  and  aecuriliea  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  ?  Remember  that  there  will  be  col- 
lected in  th«  city  of  New  York  alone  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
millions;  and  that  in  the  citiea  of  Bostou,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  from  three  to 
five  millions  on  an  aversge  will  be  received  by  the  collectors 
at  each  port ;  and  a  large  amount  of  this  money  must  re- 
main for  a  considerable  time  in  their  hands  bef.ie  it  can  be 
paid  out.  In  the  whole  of  these  sub-treasuries  there  will 
generally  be  on  hand  from  five  lo  ten  miliums  of  dollars. 
Now,  air,  what  individual  and  securities  can  be  good  and 
responsible  for  millions  1  8ir,  you  hsve  no  security  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  funds  but  in  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
the  officers  charged  with  the  care  of  them. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  other  feara  ami  objections  in  re- 
lation to  this  measure.  The  officers  to  have  charge  of 
your  money  will  be  the  creatures  of  the  Executive,  holding 
their  offices  at  his  pleasure,  and  responsible,  directly  to 
him.  We  all  know  that  money  has  become  a  powerful 
agent  in  our  political  contests,  and  especially  in  the 
large  citiea.  Let  me  suppose  a  violent  party  contest  for 
the  Presidential  office,  and  the  man  under  whom  theae 
treasurers  hold  their  office  a  candidate;  can  you  believe 
that  they  will  resist  the  appeala  of  the  frienda  of  power,  to 
use  the  public  money  to  IsMH*  the  election  of  their  favor- 
ite candidate!  I  cannot  think  of  a  scheme  more  likely 
to  be  fatal  to  the  purity  of  our  inatitutiona,  and  the  pub 
lie  liberty,  than  the  ono  on  your  table.  I  deem  it  a 
most  sacred  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 


to  place  the  money  drawn  by  their  authority  from  their 
constituents  in  r-afe  bands,  and  not  where  it  will  be  in 
danger  of  being  wasted  and  plundered.  The  guardianship 
and  care  of  the  public  treasure  belongs  to  Congress,  and 
not  to  the  Executive.  Acting  upon  this  principle,  and  in 
accordance  wilh  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  in  convention,  provided  that  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Mate,  who  waa  to  be  charged  with  the  care  of 
the  public  money,  ahould  be  elected  by  the  Legislative, 
while  the  appointment  of  all  other  officers  was  confided  to 
the  Coventor  and  Senate. 

This  measure  seems  designed  to  substitute  an  exclusive 
metallic  currency  for  ihe  specie  and  paper  currency,  that 
is,  pai*r  convertible  into  specie,  to  which  the  people  have 
been  accustomed  for  half  a  century.  During  forty  yeara 
out  of  forty-eight  of  our  political  existence  under  the  pre- 
sent constitution,  we  have  had  a  currency  consisting  chiefly 
of  silver  money  and  bank  money,  that  is,  bank  notes  con- 
vertible into  apecie ;  for  such  paper  has  been  considered  and 
called  money  from  the  commencement  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem in  Europe.  That  notes  at  all  times  convertible  into  spe- 
cie, such  a*  were  issued  by  the  Banks  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  deemed  by  the  people  money,  and  paid  and  re- 
ceived as  such  by  all  classes  in  thia  nation,  is  a  fact  of  uni- 
versal notoriety.  And  why  we  ahould,  after  thia  long 
practice  and  experience,  revolutionize  our  whole  monetary 
system,  and  run  counter  to  the  fixed  habits  and  prejudices 
of  the  people,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  injure  the  l»esl  interests  of  the  people, 
and  endanger  our  domestic  tranquillity  merely  to  preserve 
their  consistency  in  error  1  Would  it  not  be  more  wise, 
manly,  and  patriotic,  regardless  of  all  party  I 
and  past  opinions,  to  sacrifice  party  opinions  and  a  i 
policy  on  the  altar  of  their  country's  good?  Let  us, 
now  look  at  our  condition.  According  to  the  last  esti- 
mates wiih  which  we  have  been  furniahed,  there  is  now  in 
the  United  Slates  from  sixty  to  eighty  millions  of  gold  and 
silver,  twice  as  much  as  we  ever  had  before,  with  double 
the  number  of  banks  we  had  five  year*  ago,  and  our  whole 
land  abounding  with  the  fineat  crops  ever  before  witnessed; 
and  yet,  strange  to  tell,  owing  to  the  instability  in  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  a  disordered  currency,  confidence  and 
credit  are  destroyed,  and  distrust  and  painful  anxieiy  per- 
vade this  great  community.  The  commercial  action  of  the 
nation  is,  to  a  great  extent,  suspended  ;  a  large  number  of 
our  vessels  and  steamboats  are  laid  up  and  idle ;  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  I 
menu 

The  wisest  statesmen  and  purest  patriots  of  this  : 
have  abandoned  long  established  opiniona  and  prejudice! 
in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  experience  and  the  exigencies 
of  their  country ;  and  why  cannot  we  do  likewise  to  re- 
deem thia  people  from  the  embarrassments,  dangers,  and 
difficulties  which  surround  them?  In  this  age  and  Gov- 
ernment of  experiment,  we  ought  not  to  be 
at  change  of  opinion  in  the  wisest  men.  The 
enlightened  statesmen  ever  selected  to  preside  over  the 
affair*  of  nations  have  been  often  mistaken :  they  have  only 
seen  through  a  glass  darkly  the  conaequences  of  their  mea- 
sure*. God  has  given  to  the  mental  viaion  of  moitals  but 
an  imperfect  and  limited  view  of  the  future.  I  mutt  here 
be  permitted  to  repeat  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Giles,  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  most  distinguished  parliamentary  debater  on  the 
Amir  of  the  Senate,  when  charged  wilh  inconsistency.  In 
bis  defence,  he  observed  that  he  should  have  lived  to  I. tile 
purpose,  if  he  b« i  not  learnt  by  experience  to  correct  his 
errors;  but,  aaid  he,  I  have  another  very  sufficient  answer 
to  give  to  the  charge — I  am  consistent  in  this,  sard  Mr. 
Giles,  thst  I  consider  it  my  duty,  st  all  times,  to  my  coun- 
try to  do  what  ia  best  for  that  country  undrr  the  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed.  In  a  review  of  our  political 
history  for  the  last  forty  years,  it  will  be  found  that  there 
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have  been  frequent  and  great  changes  of  opinion  on  the 
mort  important  subject*.  At  one  time  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  the  8outh  and  West  were  opposed  to  a  nary; 
but  experience  hos  corrected  their  error.  Many  of  the  most 
dtEtii'gu'tahed  men  have  changed  thoir  opinion*  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  national  hank — Mr.  Madison  ami  Mr.  Monroe 
among  others.  Thirty  years  ago  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
States  were  rather  opposed  to  the  manufacturing  policy, 
the  South  and  West  for  it ;  and  now  the  East  for  it,  and 
the  8outh  and  West,  or  a  great  portion  of  them,  against  it. 

I  jet  experience,  the  bcrt  of  all  teachers,  learn  us  to  act 
wisely,  in  relation  to  the  existing  crisis  in  our  public 
affairs.  Let  us  reason  together  with  frankness,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  patrictism,  and  with  boaonu  animated  with  no 
other  feeling  than  the  public  good,  apply  such  remediea  to 
the  disorders  in  the  currency  which  experience  has  proved 
to  he  rfflcaciuuK,  and  restore  once  more  a  healthy  action 
to  the  body  politic  Let  ua  have  no  more  new,  untried 
nostra  ins.  The  brokers  and  shavers  are  now  reaping  a 
rich  harvest  from  this  ruinous  condition  of  the  currency, 
and  the  loss  must  ultimately  tall  on  the  tailoring  and  in- 
dustrious elasaes  of  the  community.  The  vacillating  and 
unstable  policy  of  the  Government  has  shaken  the  con- 
fidence of  moneyed  men,  who  are  now  hoarding  their  trea- 
sures because  they  are  unable  to  calculate  the  results  and 
consequences  of  the  present  state  of  things,  afraid  to  lend 
or  invest  their  money. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  farmers  of  the  West,  when  they 
sell  their  stock  or  other  product*  of  their  industry,  want 
that  sound,  good  currency  to  which  they  have  been  ac- 
customed; and  when  they  sent  agents  here  to  correct 
existing  evils,  they  did  not  expect  them  to  provide  good 
money  for  themselves  only,  but  for  their  masters— the 
great  body  of  the  people.  This  bill  provides  that  no 
money  shall  be  received  for  land,  or  at  the  custom-houses, 
but  gold  and  silver.  Twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  gold  and 
dtlver  sro  to  be  drawn  from  the  interior  every  year  into  the 
land  offices,  and  to  the  large  cities  on  the  seaboard,  where 
it  is  to  remain  until  paid  out  to  the  public  officers— to  the 
navy,  army,  and  for  the  public  works;  and  I  fear  it  will  be 
slow  in  its  march  bark  to  the  interior  States,  where  there 
will  be  little  or  no  public  expenditures.  How  the  State 
banks  can  resume  specio  payments,  or  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments under  this  operation,  I  must  leave  to  better  judge* 
to  decide.  Prom  five  to  ten  millions  must  bo  generally 
locked  up  to  the  Government  vaults,  and  withdrawn  from 
circulation.  To  reconcile  us  to  this  experiment,  we  arc 
told  that  we  are  to  have  a  hard-money  constitutional  cur- 
rency. I  will  not,  by  exploding  paper  money  convertible 
into  specie,  and  establishing  an  exclusive  metallic  medium, 
carry  this  nation  back  to  a  rude  and  half  civil ized  age,  be- 
fore commerce,  enterprise,  and  navigation  had  enlightened 
and  civilized  the  nations;  but  will  content  myself  with  the 
fact*  and  examples  famished  by  the  most  enlightened  and 
powerful  people  of  modern  time*,  as  the  basis  of  my  opin- 
ion and  reasoning  on  this  question.  On  a  territory  of  no 
greater  extont  than  Delaware  or  Khode  Island,  or  the  city 
of  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  a  hard-money  medium  would 
be  practicable,  and  a  paper  medium  could  be  dispensed 
with.  It  can  only  suit  a  small  territory,  where  the  popu- 
lation is  dense,  where  it  can  be  removed  from  place  to 
place  without  much  expense  or  hazard  ;  but  in  this  exten- 
sive country  it  must  be  evident,  on  a  moment's  reflection, 
that  convenience  and  necessity  requtro  a  paper  representa- 
tive of  specie.  Every  traveller  through  this  vast  territory, 
with  a  moderate  amount  of  the  precious  metals,  would  be 
exposed  to  hazard  ;  the  weight  of  his  trunk  or  saddlebags 
would  give  notice,  at  every  inn  at  which  he  stopped,  of  the 
amount  of  his  treasure ;  and  when  large  sums  are  to  l»e 
transported  to  distant  places,  the  peril  and  expense  would 
be  increased. 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  my  vote,  authorize  the 


President  of  this  free  people  to  imitate  the  example  of  king* 
and  emperors  a  few  centuries  past,  who  hoarded  up  at  the 
|  capital  all  the  gold  and  silver  they  could  extort  or  filch 
from  their  subjects,  to  carry  on  wars  of  ambition  and  con- 
quest. Neither  my  pursuits  nor  reflections  have  led  aw 
to  explore,  with  the  eye  of  a  profound  financier,  the  mone- 
tary systems  of  the  commercial  world  in  all  their  ramifica- 
tions and  effects ;  but  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say  that 
neither  this  nor  any  other  people  can  long  have  more  than 
their  fair  proportion  of  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  commer- 
cial nations.  If  we  should  be  able  to  obtain  an  excess,  so 
as  to  produce  a  pressure  in  other  countries,  that  exceew 
would  soon  leavo  us  and  return  to  places  where  it  would 
be  wanted ;  nor  can  bolts,  or  bars,  or  vaults,  embargoes, 
prohibitions,  pains  or  penalties,  arrest  the  current  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  trade,  which  no  power,  the  moat  de- 
spotic, had  ever  been  able  to  control.  The  currency  of 
Ureal  Britain  and  Franco  consisted  of  gold  chiefly,  and 
paper,  with  this  difference,  that  in  Great  Britain  the  pro- 
portion of  paper,  in  the  form  of  bank  notes,  to  gold,  was 
greater  than  in  France.  With  these  countries  we  have 
more  commerce  than  with  any  others.  Our  currency  has 
generally  consisted  of  silver  chiefly,  and  paper  in  the  form 
of  bank  notes,  with  a  greater  proportion  of  paper  than  in 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  ;  and  the  specie  must  flow 
from  those  countries  to  this,  and  from  this  bark,  according 
to  the  laws  of  trade,  regardless  of  any  laws  or  regulations 
of  either. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  exploring  the  canses  of  our  pres- 
ent difficulties,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the  removal  of 
the  depositee,  but  content  myself  with  the  recital  of  a 
few  oi trad*  in  relation  to  this  subject.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  extensive  and  extravagant  speculations  in  the  pub- 
lic lands,  diverting  twenty  or  thirty  or  forty  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  and  business, 
may  hsve  had  some  influence.  The  unusual  importation 
of  gold  from  England  and  France  may  have  produced  a 
pressure  for  specio  there,  which,  reacting  on  this  country, 
produced  a  rapid  return  of  it,  and  forced  the  banks,  for 
self-preservation,  to  suspend  specie  payments.  In  this 
conflict  and  pressure  in  both  countries,  cotlon  fell,  mer- 
chants failed,  and  a  shock  was  given  to  confidence,  credit, 
and  business  ;  mid  owing  to  the  fall  uf  cotton,  with  other 
causes,  a  largo  balance  was  created  against  us  in  favor  of 
Europe.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  Government,  instead 
of  denouncing  the  State  banks,  and  threatening  to  crush 
them  by  destroying  their  credit  and  issuing  commissions 
of  bankruptcy,  should,  on  account  of  the  people,  if  not  the 
banks,  have  exerted  all  their  power  and  influence  to  sus- 
tain their  credit  and  confidence  in  them  and  their  paper, 
the  only  currency  among  the  people. 

The  effort  made  to  carry  into  effect,  at  this  moment,  the 
hard-money  policy,  aud  cast  off  the  State  banks,  is  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  most  disastrous  consequences  on  the  com- 
munity, by  encouraging  creditors  to  refuse  to  take  the  lo- 
cal currencies  for  their  debts ;  to  reduce  the  value  of  prop- 
ertv,  and  unjustly  change  the  relation  of  creditors  and 
debtor*.  The  Legislatures  of  live  States  may  be  driven  to 
stop  execution,  unless  the  creditors  will  take  paper,  as  has 
been  done  by  Virginia  at  her  last  session.  Mr.  Chairman, 
we  do  not  realize  the  dangerous  consequences  to  result 
from  the  disordered  condition  of  the  monetary  system.  De- 
rangement of  the  currency,  loss  of  confidence  and  credit, 
is  the  bingo  upon  which  many  revolutions  have  turned  in 
civilized  countries.  It  is  well  known  that  the  derangement 
of  the  finance*,  and  destruction  of  public  and  private  credit, 
was  the  immediate  caose  of  that  revolution  in  Fratioa 
which  deluged  that  country  with  blood.  At  an  early  day 
an  insurrection  occurred  in  the  Stale  of  Maasocbuaetu; 
and  in  my  own  Bute,  n«»l  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  after  we  had  created  numerous  banks,  the  creditors 
and  debtors  had  a  mast  angry  conflict ;  and,  after  relief 
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laws,  judge -breaking,  and  a  temporary  war  upon  our  judi- 
ciary, the  people  of  that  Stale  were  brought  to  the  verge  of 
civil  war.  On  no  condition  of  the  Slate  ought  we  to  look 
with  more  deep  concern  than  a  disordered  state  of  the  mon- 
etary system.  There  are  duties  of  more  paramount  obli- 
gation on  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stale*,  than  to  exer- 
cise all  the  power*  grunted  them  by  the  constitution,  to 
restore  a  sound  and  healthy  action  to  that  currency  which 
regulates  the  transactions  of  the  people.  To  preserve 
union,  establish  justice,  and  insuro  domestic  tranquillity, 
are  among  the  leading  objects  of  the  federal  compact. 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  unmeaning  and  complex  no- 
tion is  to  bo  presented  to  the  nation  to  reconcile  them 
to  this  new  and  dangeroua  project.  They  are  to  be 
amused  with  the  cant  phrase,  that  Government  ought 
to  be  divorced  from  the  banks ;  and  the  people,  who  have 
based  all  their  transactions  on  the  local  hank*  and  the  cur- 
rency furnished  by  them,  are  to  be  abandoned  to  shift  for 
themselves,  under  the  denunciation  anil  slanders  of  the 
Government— that  same  Government  that  brought  many 
of  these  banks  into  existence,  and  assured  the  people  they 
were  to  be  confided  in,  and  that  they  would  furnish  a  bet- 
ter currency,  and  do  the  business  of  exchange  on  better 
terms,  or  as  good,  and  more  extensively,  than  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8tatee  ever  had.  And  this  language  was  held 
by  the  administration  up  to  the  4tb  of  March  last,  when 
the  lato  President,  in  his  farewell  address,  only  about  eight 
weeks  before  the  banks  all  suspended  specie  payments, 
from  causes  to  which  I  have  briefly  adverted,  announced  to 
the  nation  that  all  was  well  in  regard  to  our  banks  and 
currency.  If  thorn  placed  by  the  people  of  this  country 
at  the  head  of  public  a  flairs,  for  their  aupposed  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  could  not  foresee  the  fatal  catastrophe  which 
was  to  occur  in  so  short  a  time,  how  can  they  criminate 
with  such  wanton  and  unfeeling  cruelty  the  conduct  of  the 
banks  which  had  followed  their  counsels !  For,  sir,  I  have 
now  before  me  the  letter  of  Secretary  Taney  to  the  depos- 
its banks,  after  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  in  which  he 
exhorts  the  Slate  banks  to  expand  their  issues,  and  to  be 
liberal  in  their  accommodations  to  tho  community.  No 
sooner,  however,  had  the  shock  been  felt  by  the  banks, 
and  their  doors  closed,  than  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion became  alarmed  lest  censure  and  reproach  should  fall 
on  the  administration,  and  "  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war"  on 
tho  banks,  in  order  to  make  them  the  scape -goats  to  bear 
off  the  sins  and  blunders  of  the  administration. 

Sir,  how  many  of  the  deposito  banks  are  insolvent,  and 
how  much  is  the  Government  likely  to  lose  by  them  !  I 
should  like  to  have  a  candid  answer  to  this  question.  I 
am  sure  that  I  have  not  been  informed.  If  any  are  likely 
to  prove  insolvent,  they  ought  to  be  designated.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  public 
money  placed  in  them  will  be  ultimately  safe.  Their  whole 
crime,  then,  consists  in  having  expanded  their  issue*  in 
conformity  to  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  Government,  and,  under  an  un- 
expected revulsion  in  trade,  end  a  pressure  for  specie,  which 
the  wisest  men  among  us  did  not  foresee,  suspended  specie 
payments.  In  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  alarm,  Mr.  Popk 
said  he  would  ask  of  every  candid  man  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment, offer  having  nationalized  these  banks  and  their 
paper,  were  not  bound  in  gratitude  to  their  bank  friends 
and  the  people  to  put  forth  all  their  strength  and  constitu- 
tional power  to  aid  and  eurtnin  their  credit  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  in  their  paper  t 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not  much  sympathy  for  tho*c  bonks 
which  accepted  the  depoeites  at  the  lime'of  their  removal 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  because  they  had  been  hired 
and  seduced  to  embark  their  influence  in  a  crusade  against 
the  national  bank,  which  they  will  find,  nnd  ought  to  have 
known  long  since,  is  tho  best  regulator  of  our  paper  sys- 
tem, and  the  great  conservator  of  the  sound  Stale  banks  of 


the  nation.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
the  national  bank  and  State  banks  had  lived  in  benuouy 
and  worked  together  for  the  good  and  prosperity  of  this 
rising  nation.  By  their  joint  efforts  spurious  and  fictitious 
banks  bad  been  kept  under,  and,  during  the  existence  of  • 
national  and  good  State  banks,  the  people  bad  been  secure 
against  a  vicious  national  or  local  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  was  as  jealous  of  men  in  power  as  a 
political  man  ought  to  be  in  this  free  Government,  I  should 
incline  to  believe  that  the  plan  has  been  long  and  deeply 
laid  to  destroy  the  present  banking  ayatem  of  the  nation, 
national  and  local,  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  up  on  iu 
ruins  a  great  Government  bank,  to  be  wielded  by  those  in 
power ;  yea,  sir,  to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  Exec- 
utive not  only  the  sword,  but  the  great  utouey  power  of 
this  nation.  The  first  bank  to  be  destroyed  was  that  of 
the  United  Slates;  and,  that  accomplished,  the  next  to  he 
sacrificed  were  State  banks;  and  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed, from  what  occurred  in  1814  and  1815,  that  they 
would  fall  an  easy  prey  from  similar  causes;  and  then  a 
Government  bank  weuld  seem  to  be  a  necessary  result  of 
the  destruction  of  all  others;  for,  sir,  it  has  never  been 
imagined  by  the  enlightened  men  of  this  country  that  the 
fiscal  and  commercial  business  of  the  Uuitsd  States  could 
be  carried  on  over  our  extended  territory,  by  an  exclusive 
metallic  medium.  Until  lately,  I  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  the  motive  which  induced  the  friends  of  the 
administration  to  oppose,  with  such  xesl  and  violence  of 
denunciation,  the  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  what  ia  most 
exiraordiuary  is,  that  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, now  on  a  foreign  mission,  should  have  so  lately  ad- 
vocated, in  tho  public  prints,  the  revolutionary  course  of 
annulling,  in  a  convention,  the  solemn  charters  granted 


by  that  State.  The  bank  had  ceased  to  exist  as  a  i 
al  institution  ;  and  why  there  should  have  lieen  such  hos- 
tility to  its  incorporation  by  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
could  not  divine,  until  this  sub-Treasury  scheme  was  an- 
nounced in  the  late  message  of  the  President.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  it  was  apprehended  that  a  State  bank  of  such 
msgnltude,  under  Slate  authority,  might  present  some  ob- 
stacle to  the  great  destroyer  of  banks,  ami  embarrass  the 
scheme  under  consideration,  designed,  if  I  am  not  greatly 
deceived,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great  Treasury  bank. 

In  looking  at  the  past  and  present  course  of  things,  I  am 
led  l«ck  to  the  discussions,  in  the  Virginia  convention,  of 
this  constitution,  between  Patrick  Henry,  ihe  first  orator 
of  aucient  or  modern  times,  and  one  who  looked  through 
the  deeds  of  men,  and  the  late  Mr.  Madison,  among  the 
mo*t  virtuous  and  enlightened  statesmen  in  America.  Mr. 
Madison  could  uot  believe  that  any  President  would  remove 
a  good  officer  without  reasonable  cause,  and  supposed  that 
ihe  powers  of  Government  were  so  arranged  and  divided 
that  there  could  I*  no  undue  or  dangerous  accumulation  in 
any  department.  Mr.  Henry,  with  prophetic  vision,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  bestowed  a  merited  eulogium  on  the 
virtues  and  intelligence  of  Mr.  Madison,  said,  in  emphatic 
terms,  that,  unfortunately  for  himself,  and  unfortunately 
for  his  country,  he  bad  been  bred  up  in  the  dark  closets  of 
study,  and  knew  nothing  of  mankind.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Hen- 
ry, whatever  others  may  think,  however  they  may  admire 
this  constitution,  to  me  it  has  au  awful  squinting  towards 
monarchy.  Mr.  Henry  had  studied  human  nature  tho- 
roughly, and  explored,  with  the  eye  of  a  wary  blnlemun,  all 
the  secret  springs  of  human  actions,  and  foresaw,  or  thought 
he  foresaw,  a  strong  tendency  in  this  Government,  to  con- 
centrate too  much  strength  in  the  Executive  bead,  and  pre- 
dicted that  at  no  distant  day  he  would  be  more  absolute  in 
fact,  if  not  in  form,  than  any  monarch  on  the  British  throne 
since  the  Revolution  of  16B8.  Mr.  Chairman,  from  what 
I  have  observed  within  a  few  years  pnrt,  I  fear  Mr.  Henry's 
predictions  will  be  fulfilled,  unless  every  man  who  thinks 
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this  free  system  is  worth  preserving  will  stand  forth  and  I 
contribute  his  mite  to  check  this  tendency  to  prostrate  all 
other  departments  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive. 

I  know  that  many  gentlemen  calculate  that  this  cant 
phrase  of  divorce  of  Government  from  banks  is  10  cany  them 
triumphantly  through  the  pending  struggle;  but  if  they 
mount  this  petty,  poor  hobby,  they  will  soon  find  them- 
selves cast  into  insignificance.  They  rely  too  much  on  the 
credulity  of  the  people,  and  underrate  their  intelligence. 
In  prosperous  times,  when  tbey  feel  no  distress  or  suffer- 
ing from  the  measures  of  the  administration,  tbey  cannot 
be  easily  roused  to  resist  error ;  but  in  times  like  the  present, 
gentlemen  may  be  assured  that  the  whole  intellect  and  en- 
ergy of  the  people  will  be  biought  into  action  to  vindicate 
their  rights  aud  interests. 

The  respect  1  have  for  many  gentlemen  who  talk  about 
a  divorce  or  the  Government  from  all  banks,  induces  roe  to 
examine  more  gravely  than  might  seem  to  be  necessary  or 
proper,  the  nature  and  character  of  this  divorce.  The  par- 
ties to  be  divorced  are  the  Government  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  banks,  and,  I  would  add,  the  people,  on  the  other  part. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  Government,  the  party  of  the  first 
part  ?  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  understand  the  matter, 
the  Slates  and  people  acting  here  in  all  the  Depart  menu  by 
agents;  this  is  a  Government  of  the  people  and  States, 
who  are  at  present  acting  by  selected  agents,  in  one  branch, 
the  States  acting  by  ageuts  srlected  by  them  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity.  Now,  sir,  what  are  the  banks  of  the 
States  but  money  corporations,  created  by  the  States,  fur- 
nishing bank  money  or  currency  for  the  people  of  the 
Slates,  and  solemnly  made  by  this  Government  money 
Rgent*  of  the  United  Stales,  and  furnishing,  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  this  Government,  bank  money  for  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  t  The  stock  of  some  banks 
is  owned  exclusively  by  the  States;  in  some  the  slock  is 
owned  in  part  by  the  States  and  in  part  by  the  people; 
in  others,  the  whole  is  owned  entirely  by  citizens.  This 
divorce,  then,  if  I  can  comprehend  the  true  character  of  it, 
is  a  separation  of  the  8tates,  banks,  and  people,  from  the 
States,  banks,  and  people.  There  is  something  so  obscure 
and  preposterous  in  the  proposition  advanced,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  nation  ought  to  sever  itself  from  the  States 
and  people,  and  leave  the  people  to  struggle  with  a  ruiuous 
currency,  without  an  effort  to  correct  the  evil,  that  I  am  ut  a 
loss  for  argument  to  combat  such  an  incomprehensible,  idle 
phantom.  Am  I  to  understand  gentlemen  that  the  existing 
currencies  in  the  nation,  practically  the  money  of  the  people, 
long  the  staudard  aud  measure  of  value  among  them,  the  basis 
of  all  their  contracts  and  transactions,  is  to  be  left  in  chaotic 
disorder  aud  confusion,  without  an  effort  on  our  part  to  ap- 
ply a  correct  ve,  and  that  we,  the  agents  of  the  people,  are 
merely  to  provide  good  money  for  ourselves  and  public  offi- 
cers—  that  we,  a  select  few  only,  are  to  be  taken  care  of? 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  reflect  like  faithful  representa- 
tives and  guardians  of  the  public  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness, and  act  effectively  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
duty  and  patriotism.  Let  us  exert  all  the  powers  granted 
by  the  constitution  to  redeem  our  country  from  the  evils 
and  dangers  which  surround  it.  It  is  proper  to  ex- 
amine the  powers  of  ibis  Government  in  relation  to 
commerce,  and  money,  or  currency.  By  the  constitu- 
tion, power  is  expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  to  fix  a 
uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  To  Congress 
power  is  expressly  granted  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  several  Slates,  and  wilh  the 
Indian  tribes.  That  money  and  currency  is  intimately  as- 
sociated with  commerce,  and  bag  been  so  in  all  times  and 
in  all  well-regulated  commercial  nation?,  I  need  not 
adduce  facts  or  arguments  to  prove.  Money  and  cur- 
rency have  ever  been  considered  the  life  and  soul  ot 
;  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Hume,  it  is  the  oil 


which  renders  the  wheels  of  trade  smooth  and  easy,  and 
he  considers  the  thorough  concoction  and  circulation  of 
money  through  a  State  of  much  importance. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  convention  assem- 
bled, were  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  granting 
to  Congress  full  power  over  the  subjects  of  commerce,  ex- 
ternal and  internal,  and  currency  ;  and,  to  make  their  in- 
tention more  manifest,  they  denied  to  the  States  ibe  power 
of  coining  money  or  emitting  bills  of  credit.  The  evil 
which  hail  been  experienced  from  the  power  of  the  States 
to  coin  money  or  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  the  danger  and 
inconvenience  of  permitting  the  States  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  or  with  each  other,  induced 
the  convention  to  vest  Congress  with  plenary  and  exclu- 
sive sovereignty  over  these  subjects ;  and  I  put  it  to  gentle- 
men to  answer  whether  the  |x>wcni  and  duties  of  this 
Government  in  relation  to  currency  and  commerce  are 
not  as  ample  and  imperative  under  the  limitations  of  the 
constitution,  as  can  be  imposed  on  any  other  Government. 
The  States  and  people  of  the  Stales  have  not  reserved 
any  control  or  sovereignty  over  these  subjects,  but  have 
surrendered  them  to  Congress. 

The  people  of  these  Slates,  by  their  relation  to  this 
Government,  are  bound,  by  their  money  and  their  arms, 
to  stand  by  and  support  it  in  good  and  evil  times,  and 
have  a  right  to  demand  the  exercise  of  all  the  power  and 
means  within  the  sphere  of  their  authority,  to  give  ihem  a 
good  currency,  a  fair  measure  of  value  to  insure  a  just  re- 
lation between  creditor  and  debtor,  aud  preserve  a  healthy 
action  in  the  external  and  internal  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. Nor  can  the  Government  refuse  or  neglect  to  per- 
form these  duties  to  the  extent  of  their  power  and  means, 
without  a  crimiual  violation  of  their  highest  duties  and  ob- 
ligations. If  th-iee  placed  in  authority  arc  too  elevated  to 
feel  for  the  distresses  of  ihe  people,  or  not  wise  enough  to 
perceive  the  remedies  necessary  and  proper  to  cure  exist- 
ing disorders ;  are  so  light  laced  with  commitment  and  con- 
sistencies as  to  be  unable  to  act  the  part  demanded  by  like 
exigencies  of  the  limes  aud  the  voice  of  a  disturbed  na- 
tion, let  them  relite  from  the  post  assigned  them,  and  give 
place  to  wiser  and  better  men,  who  have  not  sought  the 
post  of  honor  at  the  expense  of  principle  and  the  public 
g«o J ;  will  not  be  committed  against  measures  essential  to 
maintain  credit  and  confidence,  and  protect  the  great 
springs  of  the  public  prosperity.  How  ditfereut  is  the 
language  held  by  tho  administration  of  public  affairs  in 
this  country,  from  that  held  by  the  administration  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  whigs  of  that  country.  In  tho 
year  1793,  when  tho  people  of  that  country  were  over- 
whelmed wilh  difficulties  aud  embarrassments,  and  the 
commercial  credit  was  in  dauger,  the  Government  stepped 
forward  with  a  kind  and  aiding  hand,  and  arrested  the 
ruin  and  desolation  which  seemed  to  he  impending. 

In  1797,  when  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie 
payment,  and  a  panic  seized  the  nation,  the  prime  minis- 
ter of  England,  instead  of  denouncing  the  bank  and  order- 
ing a  commission  of  bankruptcy  against  her,  had  a  com- 
mittee raided  to  examine  her  alTai'S,  who  reported,  aAer  a 
full  examination  of  the  uflairs  of  the  bank,  that  the  means 
were  ample  to  meet  her  engagements,  ami  thai  A\c  was 
sound  and  solvent;  that  Ihe  suspension  was  forced  on  the 
bank  by  tho  circumstances  which  surrounded  the  country 
and  the  dangers  which  menaced  it. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  ibis  Government  had  taken  the 
same  course,  had  an  investigation  made  into  ihe  condi- 
tion of  our  banks,  and  a  report  of  the  same  character, 
so  far  as  merited,  made  to  the  nation,  with  assurance  that 
the  Government  would  aid  them  with  its  credit  and  coun- 
tenance to  resume  specie  payments,  they  would  have 
maintained  with  the  people  confidence  in  our  institutions, 
so  important  iu  this  hour  of  alarm  and  distrust;  and  if  the 
President,  in  bis  message,  instead  of  denouncing  a  nation- 
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al  bank,  had  declared,  like  President  Madison,  thai  the  j 
Stale  bank  experiment  would  not  answer  without  a  nation- 
al bank,  and  recommended  the  measure  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congre*s;  if  he  bad  hurled  from  him  the  hobby  j 
by  which  he  rodo  into  power,  and  dismounted  his  follow- 
er*, and  admitted  his  error,  with  that  magnanimity  which 
becomes  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  nation,  he  would  hare 
gained  a  crown  of  public  approbation  worth  all  the  Treas- 
ury note  bill*  and  sub-Treasury  schemes  which  his  inge- 
nuity can  invent  in  the  four  years  for  which  he  was  elect- 
ed. In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  have  advanced, 
of  Iko  duty  of  this  Government  to  give  the  people  a 
good  currency,  and  guard  against  a  ruinous  and  unstable 
one,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  whigs  of  England,  such  as  Charles  Pox,  8heridan, 
and  others,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  sustain  the  rights 
of  the  people  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Crown. 

In  a  protest  entered  on  the  joornals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
tn  the  year  1797,  during  the  *ar  between  England  and 
Prance,  they  hold  and  maintain  the  following  language 
and  opinions.  The  wbigt  insist  in  that  protest  that  "the 
edvUers  of  the  Crown  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
the  State ;  responsible  for  its  internal  peace  and  general 
good  government ;  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce,  its 
credit,  and  the  various  sources  of  its  prosperity  and  wealth." 
And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  concur  with  Fox,  Sheridan,  and 
other  whigs  of  England,  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  powers  and  privileges  of  Parliament 
against  the  encroachments  and  usurpations  of  the  Crown, 
that  those  charged  with  the  administration  of  this  or  any 
other  Government  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the 
Stale,  and  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce  and  credit, 
and  that  no  administration  can  evade  that  responsibility 
with  honor  or  a  regard  to  public  duty.  According  to  the 
express  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and  the  fundamental 
law  inherent  in  every  political  association,  those  placed 
in  authority  are  under  the  mo*t  imperious  and  sacred 
obligations  to  perform  the  duties  to  which  he  had  advert- 
ed. It  is  true  that,  technically  and  strictly  speaking, 
nothing  but  gold  and  silver  can  be  forced  on  a  creditor ; 
but  wo  know  also  that,  in  practice,  whatever  medium 
may  by  law  or  general  consent  be  generally  received  in 
exchange  for  property  or  commodities,  and  in  payment  of 
debts,  is,  and  must  be,  the  c'rculating  medium  and  cur- 
rency of  such  country,  and  will  regulate  the  performance 
of  contracts,  if  another  medium  be  not  specially  provided 
for;  and  hence  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  sovereign 
power  to  guard  against  the  depreciation  and  fluctuations 
of  currency,  whatever  it  may  be,  t>  secure  society  against 
violent  struggles  between  debtor  and  creditor,  the  necessary 
consequence  of  a  spurious,  uncertain  standard  of  value. 
For  f  rty  years  out  of  forty -eight  of  our  national  existence, 
our  Government,  by  the  use  of  national  banks,  has  secured 
the  country  against  these  evils.  It  seems  to  be  fashionable 
now  to  denounce  the  banking  and  credit  system*,  and  extol 
trie  hard  money  plan.  The  policy  and  expediency  of  banks 
I  do  not  consider,  at  this  day,  a  debatable  question. 
They  are  liable,  like  all  other  good  institutions,  to  abuses ; 
but  the  systems  here,  while  we  had  a  national  bank*,  attained 
as  much  perfection  as  in  any  other  country  where  they  had 
been  used.  Bunks  have  been  introduced  in  the  most  en- 
lightened countries  of  Europe,  the  ofl'ipting  of  commerce 
and  wealth  in  commerciid  nations.  The  experience  of 
ages  has  established  their  utility,  and  it  would  be  strange 
for  Us,  at  this  day,  to  run  counter  to  the  long  usage  and 
testimony  of  the  whole  commercial  world.  We  have  had 
them  in  this  country  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Few 
men  arc  willing  t«»  keep  in  their  private  coffers  a  large 
amount  of  mom-y  ;  the  fact  is  difficult  to  conceal  from  those 
about  them.  A  man  cannot  be  always  at  home  to  guard 
his  treasure,  and  is  exposed  to  robbery  and  murder;  hence 
men  are  generally  disposed  to  deposit e  their  funds  on  hand 


in  some  place  of  safety,  and  banks  of  good  and  solvent 
character,  and  having  general  confidence,  are  selected  by 
prudent  men  to  take  care  of  them;  and  these  depositee  arc 
of  great  advantage  to  the  public,  because  the  money  of  the 
country,  instead  of  being  hoarded,  is  secured  by  the  owner* 
from  Are  and  robbery,  and  placed  in  good  banks,  and  put 
in  circulation  by  the  banks,  to  aid  the  enterprise,  industry, 
and  business  of  the  people.  But  to  secure  these  advanta- 
ges, and  augment  in  this  way  the  active  capital  of  the 
community,  it  is  necessary  that  the  banks  should  be  sound, 
and  have  the  firm  confidence  of  the  people. 

Banks,  in  their  origin  in  Europe,  were  places  of  depo- 
site  and  of  inspection  for  money,  to  prevent  clipping  or  do- 
basing  the  coin.  The  checks  of  the  depositors  passed  from 
hand  to  hand  as  money,  and,  being  convertible  at  all  times 
into  specie,  this  species  of  transfer  was  called  bank  money ; 
so  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  of  tha  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  whle  convertible  into  specie,  may  be 
properly  denominated  bank  money.  To  give  to  paper,  in 
the  fon"  of  bank  notes,  the  character  of  money,  it  is  ne- 
cessary so  to  organize  and  regulate  our  banking  system  aa 
to  secure  to  the  holder  of  a  note  the  power  of  converting 
it  into  geld  and  silver  al  all  times ;  and  this  we  have  never 
been  able  to  do  uniformly,  but  by  the  agency  of  a  national 
institution.  The  hanking  and  paper  credit  of  Great  Brit- 
ain has  been  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  that  of  uny 
nation  in  Europe ;  and  under  its  operation  and  influence 
she  has  become  the  first  commercial  and  naval  Power  in 
the  wortd.  When  Bonaparte  was  preparing  to  invade 
England  with  a  million  of  soldiers,  the  timid  part  of  the 
nation  became  alarmed,  and  made  a  run  upon  the  bank, 
in  order  to  prepare  for  flight  from  the  kingdom,  in  the 
event  of  Bonaparte's  success ;  and  this,  with  other  causes, 
forced  a  suspension  of  specie  payments;  and  yet  England, 
with  this  suspension,  maintained  a  war  aguinst  nearly  all 
Euroj>o  for  more  than  twenty  years — triumphed  over  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  two  decisive  vic- 
tories, at  Trafalgar  and  the  Nile,  and  carried  her  power 
ami  domination  to  regions  where  the  Roman  eagles  never 
flew  when  roistresa  of  the  world  *,  and  there  would  seem  to 
be  no  limit  to  her  domination,  but  for  the  rising  greatness 
of  this  republic. 

It  was,  sir,  the  Anglo-Saxon  spirit  of  this  people  that  gave 
us  independence ;  and  this  nation,  if  united,  will,  at  no 
distant  period,  rival  Great  Britain  in  commerce,  and  check 
her  supreme  dominion  on  the  ocean. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  banking 
system  and  paper  credit  in  this  country  !  It  commenced 
more  than  fifty  years  ago,  has  expanded  with  the  growth 
of  the  nation,  and,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  under  our 
present  constitution,  we  have  risen  from  a  small  beginning 
to  be  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the  civilized  world. 
Our  navigation  has  increased ;  our  country  has  improved. 


with  astonishing  rapidity,  in  wealth  and  internal  improve 
ments  or  every  kind  ;  our  population  has  expanded  to  the 
far  West,  where  the  wilderness  has  been  made  to  blow»om 
like  the  rose,  under  the  operation  and  influence  of  this 
banking  system  so  much  denounced  of  late. 

Banks  are  useful,  not  only  in  aiding  iho  general  opera- 
tions of  commerce,  but  they  place  the  poor  and  wealthy  on 
more  equal  ground.  Young  men  of  enterprise,  ii.dustry, 
and  good  habits,  can  generally,  with  the  aid  of  friends,  ob- 
tain loans,  on  moderate  interest,  to  embark  in  trado  and 
business ;  and  thousands  of  enterprising  young  men  with- 
out capital,  with  a  little  credit,  have  risen  from  poverty  to 
opulence.  I  know,  too,  that  the  branches  of  the  United 
Smtcs  Bank  established  in  Kentucky,  after  all  other  banks 
were  wound  up  there,  diffused  their  loans  and  accommo- 
ditions  to  the  people  of  my  State  a*  fairly  and  usefully, 
and,  indeed,  more  so  than  any  other  bank  ever  did,  and 
without  interfering  in  our  parly  contests.  I  believe  no 
institutions  were  ever  less  liable  to  such  an  imputation. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  now  to  aay  to  my  friends  from 
Virgini*,  who  oppose  this  bill,  and  insist  that  the  mate 
banks  shall  be  continued  as  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  that  while  I  do  not  believe  that  this  Government 
ought  to  depend  on  the  agency  of  banks  under  State  au- 
thority, I  will  vote  with  them  to  make  general  and  special 
dcpo*it*s  in  those  banks  in  preference  to  the  bill  under  de- 
bate ;  and  I  hope  if  the  amendment  proposed  in  favor  of 
State  banks  should  be  rejected,  that  my  friends  from 
Virginia  will  unite  with  me  for  a  bank  of  the  United 
State*.  They  will  answer  me,  probably,  that  they  cannot 
do  this,  because  it  is  forbidden  by  the  constitutional  doc- 
trines of  Virginia,  which,  he  (Mr.  P.)  must  confers  he  had 
never  been  able  to  understand,  although  born  in  Virginia, 
often  an  actor  on  the  political  theatre,  and  a  supporter  of 
three  Virginia  Presidents— Jefferson,  Madison,  «ud  Mon- 
roe. If  these  distinguished  men  are  to  be  considered  the 
elder*  of  the  Virginia  political  church,  with  the  addition  of 
the  late  Mr.  Crawford,  born  in  Virginia,  and  supported 
for  the  Presidency  by  that  State,  we  shall  be  still  more  at 
•  loss  to  understand  whet  is  meant  by  the  Virginia  doc- 
trines ;  and  we  shsll  probably  find  them,  like  the  doctrines 
of  most  other  States — one  rule  of  faith  in  theory,  and  auo- 
ther  iti  practice. 

It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  the  Virginia  states- 
men of  the  Jefferson  or  republican  school  were  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  implied  or  constructive  powers ;  or  at  least 
that  they  are  more  strict  constroctiuuut*  than  others ;  that 
tbey  are  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  powers  not  expressly 
grunted  ;  and  so  am  I,  Mr.  Chairman.  If  there  is  any 
plain  line  of  demarkation  between  the  opinions  of  Virginia 
politicians  and  oil  vera,  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  this  Uuv- 
eminent,  I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  it. 

It  is  ttue  that  parties  have  differed  about  the  power  to 
pa*s  particular  measures;  but  there  is  no  general  rule  of 
construction  on  which  the  statesmen  of  this  country  have 
differed,  at  least  in  practice.  Those  in  opposition  have, 
ondcr  every  administration,  assailed  the  constitutionality 
of  measures  adopted  by  those  in  power ;  and  those  in 
power  have  uniformly  exereised  all  the  powers  in  their 
opinion  necessary  and  proper  to  sustain  their  policy  and 
accomplish  their  objects.  If  politicians  of  the  Virginia 
school  have,  in  practice,  observed  a  more  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  than  others,  I  have  in  vain  looked 
for  evidence  of  Hie  fact.  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  united  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  its 
incorporation  into  the  United  States,  the  constitutionality 
of  which  was  controverted  by  the  statesmen  of  the  Eastern 
States ;  and  the  correctness  of  their  constitutional  objec- 
tions was  admitted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  himself;  but  he  ju.ti- 
flcd  the  art  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  He  considered 
the  acquisition  necessary,  to  secure  to  the  West  a  free 
outlet  to  the  ocean,  and  to  preaeive  the  Union.  After 
this,  a  law  passed  Congress  to  establish  a  brunch  of  the 
United  Stales  Bunk  at  New  Orleans,  which  the  bank  bad 
no  right  to  do  under  her  charter;  and,  therefore,  that  act 
must  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  an  original  proposition, 
and  it  received  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State* ;  and  other  luws  were,  I  believe, 
parsed  during  his  administration  to  protect  this  unconstitu- 
tional monster. 

Mr.  P.  raid  that  among  the  first  acts  for  which  he  ever 
voted  in  Congress,  was  the  embargo  recommended  by 
President  Jeflersoo,  in  the  winter  of  1807,  for  which  there 
is  no  express  grant  of  power  in  the  constitution,  unless 
embraced  by  the  clause  authorizing  Confess  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
granted,  ckc. ;  or  the  power  may  be  implied  as  incidental 
to  the  powers  to  declare  war  and  regulate  commerce.  The 
public  men  from  the  Eastern  States,  er  many  of  them,  con- 
tended that,  under  a  power  to  reg  u  ate  commerce,  Congress 
bad  no  power  to  destroy  comoietce.    The  law,  without 
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limitation  as  to  time,  declared  that  no  ship  or  vessel  should 
depart  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  States,  for  any 
foreign  country ;  certainly  one  of  the  strongest  measures 
ever  hazarded  by  any  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  aa 
questioning  the  constitutionality  of  the  embargo  law.  At 
an  early  period  of  this  Government,  I  think  the  Virginia 
statesmen  supported  the  constitutionality  and  expediency 
of  protecting  and  encouraging  American  navigation,  by 
imposing  discriminating  duties  on  foreign  vessels ;  and, 
until  lately,  they  admitted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
protecting  tariff.  In  toe  year  1781,  the  continental  Con- 
gress, composed  of  the  moat  godlike  men  for  wisdom  and 
elevated  patriotism  ever  assembled  under  the  sun,  passed 
the  first  national  bauk,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
ten  Stales  voting  for  it,  of  which  Virginia  was  one,  and 
three  against  it  After  the  next  bank,  first  under  this  Con- 
stitution, had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  been 
presented  to  President  Washington  for  his  signature,  in 
consequence  of  some  opposition  to  it  in  Congress  on  con- 
stitutional grounds,  General  Washington,  with  that  coq- 
tion  and  prudent  circu inflection  which  characterized  his 
course  through  life,  called  on  his  cabinet  for  their  written 
opinions  on  the  constitutional  question  ;  and  after  receiv- 
ing and  considering  them  without  reference  to  men  or 
parties,  (for  he  was  sbove  all  party,)  with  that  practical 
wixdom  and  forecast  for  which  he  was  distinguished,  ap- 
proved the  law.  Yer,  sir,  this  father  of  his  country,  this 
Virginia  President,  decided  that  a  national  bank  was  con- 
stitutional. 

In  1818,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  regardless  of 
previous  commitments,  bowed  to  the  voire  of  necessity  and 
exiierience,  and  sacrificed  their  consistency  on  the  altar  of 
their  country's  good.  Virginia  supported  Mr.  Crawford, 
a  decided  supporter  of  a  national  bank,  for  the  Prcsi.1ei.cy  ; 
and  in  that  vote,  according  to  the  notions  of  the  dsy,  haa 
declared  in  faver  of  a  national  bank.  While  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  will  add  to  the  authority  of  Virginia  statesmen  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  McLean,  and 
others  might  be  mentioned,  the  most  enlightened  financiers 
in  the  country,  who  have,  from  a  thorough  and  practical 
knowledge  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of  such  an  inalilur 
tion,  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  distinguished  men  to 
whose  authority  I  have  appealed.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  the  decision*  of  the  Congress  of  1791,  1816,  and 
1832,  aa  high  authorities  in  favor  of  a  national  bank'? 

In  the  face  of  this  high  authority,  the  experience  of  forty 
yeara  of  our  national  existence,  and  admonished  by  the 
present  disturbed  condition  of  the  country,  it  is  given  ont 
in  speeches,  and  strongly  intimated  by  the  President  in 
his  message,  that  he  will  put  his  veto  on  any  bill  for  the 
creation  of  a  national  bank ;  and  he  speaks  further, 
in  his  message,  of  the  persevering  opposition  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  to  a  national  bank,  and  seem* 
to  suppose  his  election  a  high  evidence  of  public  opinion 
on  this  question.  The  conclusion  he  draws  from  the  event 
of  his  election  furnishes  very  slender  evidence  on  this  point, 
for  it  never  has  happened  that  any  presidential  election  lias 
turned  on  any  one  political  question.  The  choice  by  the 
people  of  a  President  is  influenced  by  various  considerations, 
and  rarely  with  reference  to  any  particular  question  or  prin- 
ciple ;  anil,  besides,  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the  bank 
question  had  been  disposed  of  long  before  his  election,  and 
could  not  have  been  the  only  ground  of  selection.  But  if  they 
decided  against  a  national  bank,  they  must  have  declared  in 
favor  of  Stale  banks.  In  pulling  down  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  distinctly  announced  to  the  nation,  not  that 
bank  agency  would  be  dispensed  with,  but  thal8tate  bank* 
would  answer  the  purpose  l<etter.  The  people,  therefore, 
if  they  decided  any  thing,  have  approved  the  substitute 
presented  to  them  by  those  high  in  authority,  who  now  ac- 
knowledge that  the  substitute  of  State  banks  has  faded; 
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and  hence  it  is  but  fair  to  conteml  that  the  people  have 
only  declared  against  a  bank  on  the  conditition  that  the 
Stnte  bank*  would  fulfil  their  expectations ;  and,  therefore, 
it  would  seem  to  lie  still  an  open  question,  or  the  decision 
is  in  favor  of  a  national  bank.  If  any  thing  has  been  de- 
cided, it  was  the  question  between-  the  administration 
und  tho  late  bank,  on  the  ground  of  imputed  miscon- 
duct on  their  part,  and  not  the  general  question  of  a 
national  bank.  He  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
tho  fscts  to  dccitle  on  the  mails  or  demerits  of  the  late 
bank  ;  he  had  thought  it  indiscreet  in  them  to  issue  publi- 
cations concerning  the  controversy  with  the  Government, 
because  it  did  them  nn  service,  and  subjected  them  to  the 
imputation  of  interfering  in  the  elections  and  politics 
of  tho  country.  For  this  course  there  may  have  been  some 
excuse  on  the  score  of  self-defence.  I  certainly  never  heard 
of  any  charge  of  the  kind  against  the  bank  before  its  con- 
test with  the  administration ;  and  the  branches  in  Ken- 
tucky, I  believe,  have  acted  fairly  and  usefully,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  I  neither,  Mr.  Chairman, 
understand  the  facts  involved  in  the  controversy,  nor  am 
I  disposed  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  them.  I  am  for 
a  good  bank,  under  proper  regulations,  with  a  competent 
capital;  reserving  to  the  States  one-fourth  or  one-third  of 
the  stock,  to  be  divided  among  them  according  to  an  equi- 
table ratio  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands ; 
foreigners  to  be  excluded  from  any  direction  of  the  bank ;  the 
interest  to  be  moderate,  and  a  majority  of  the  stock  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  citizens  of  the  United  Bute*,  with  a  reservation 
of  full  power  to  Congress  to  guard  against  abuses,  and  in- 
sure to  the  people  a  sound,  stable,  and  uniform  currency, 
and  a  fair  and  faithful  administration  of  its  affairs.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  no  expectation  of  a  national  bank  until  de- 
manded by  the  voice  of  the  nation ;  nor  is  it  desirable  that 
Congress  should  act  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  1  am 
ready  to  act,  at  any  time,  when  a  majority  shall  feel  satis- 
fied that  their  constituents  are  for  iu  I  shall  not  I*  deter- 
red  from  pressing  this  subject  on  the  consideration  of  this 
House  or  the  Executive  by  any  intimation  or  menace  he 
may  give  of  a  veto,  and  I  deny  h's  right  in  this  way  to  dic- 
tate to  or  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  legislative  body. 
In  doing  so  he  departs  from  the  sphere  of  action  assigned  to 
him  by  the  constitution  of  his  country.  From  what  part 
or  clause  of  that  instrument  does  he  derive  the  right  to  tell 
the  Legislature  that  he  will  not  co-operate  in  measures 
deemed  by  them  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  people? 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  the  Congress  information  of 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion such  measure*  a*  be  shall  judge  neces»sry  and  expe- 
dient ;  but  on  what  part  or  clause  he  claims  the  right  to 
tell  the  Congress  of  (hose  things  they  ought  not,  or  shall 
not  do,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  The  veto  power  was  vested  in 
the  President  to  protect  him  against  encroachments  of 
the  Legislature.  It  is,  to  the  President,  a  conserva- 
tive power,  and  may,  on  extraordinary  occa*ions,  be  inter- 
posed to  stay,  for  a  lime,  rash  and  intemperate  measuies 
proceeding  from  high  party  or  popular  excitement,  and 
pregnant  with  very  disastrous  consequences  to  the  nation  ; 
and  in  such  a  possible  esse,  not  likely  often  to  occur,  the 
President  may  interpose  to  throw  back  the  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  the  people ;  but  when  it  goes  through  the 
crucible  of  investigation,  and  is  presented  as  their  settled 
and  deliberate  will  in  rel  ition  to  matters  of  concern  to  the 
whole  nation,  I  cannot  imagine  a  case  where  the  President 
could  rightfully  use  his  veto  to  defeat  the  popular  will ;  and 
the  case  is  not  materially  different  in  regard  to  constitution- 
al questions.  After  the  nation  has  long  considered  and  de- 
liberately decided  a  constitutional  question,  the  President 
must  co-operate  with  the  legislative  department,  not  as  he 
understands  it,  but  as  understood  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
great  community,  for  whose  benefit  it  was  made.  The  pop- 


ular will,  clearly  and  deliberately  expressed,  must  control 
the  course  of  this  free  Government,  and  especially  on  sub- 
jects of  doubtful  policy,  and  doubtful  constitutional  power. 

To  illustrate  and  support  my  views  of  this  veto  power, 
Mr.  P.  said  he  would  call  the  aUention  of  the  commute* 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  to  General 
Washington,  on  the  bank  question,  in  the  year  1791.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  after  expressing  his  opinions  against  the  bank, 
well  concludes  by  telling  President  Washington  that,  un- 
less his  mind,  on  a  view  of  every  thing,  was  tolerably  clear 
that  it  was  unconstitutional ;  if  the  pro  sod  con  hung  so 
equal  as  to  balance  his  judgment,  u  just  respect  for  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature  would  decide  the  balance  in  fa- 
vor of  their  opinion.  It  is  chiefly  for  cases  where  they  are 
clearly  misled  by  error,  ambition,  or  interest,  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  placed  a  check  in  the  negative  of  the  Presi- 
dent. This  opinion  was  given  to  the  President  at  the  first 
session  the  bank  question  was  agitated  in  Congress,  and 
before  it  had  been  discussed  or  decided  on  by  the  people. 
How  much  stronger  is  the  case  now,  after  we  have  made 
two  successful  experiments  of  twenty  years  each,  after  the 
constitutional  power  has  been  three  times  asserted  by  Urge 
msjorilies  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  confitmed  by  all 
the  other  departments  of  Government,  and  supported  by 
tho  opinions  of  a  host  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmen 
and  patriots  of  this  country  t  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  charter  of  a  national  bank  does  not  invade  the  Execu- 
tive or  Judiciary,  and  can  only  trench,  if  unconstitu- 
tional, upon  the  rights  reserved  to  the  States  and  the 
people,  end  is  a  measure  which  concerns  the  interest  of 
the  people  at  Urge. 

If  the  people  and  the  Slates,  from  a  conviction  of  the 
necessity  and  utility  of  such  an  institution,  should  call  on 
Congress  to  establuh  a  bank,  on  what  ground  could  the 
President  rightfully  interfere  t  Should  this  measure  pass 
both  Houses  of  Congress  in  conformity  to  the  public  will, 
I  cannot  believe  it  possible  that  he  would  venture  a  veto ; 
but  should  he,  in  defiance  of  the  public  will,  do  an 
act  so  subversive  of  the  great  principle  of  solf-govem- 
rucnt,  for  which  our  ancestors  bled,  I  trust  that  another 
Patrick  Henry  will  rise  on  this  floor,  and  remind  those 
clothed  in  a  Utile  brief  authority  here,  that  Cesar  had  bis 
Brutus,  Charles  his  Cromwell,  and  that  they  had  belter 
profit  by  their  fate.  Sir,  this  menace  of  a  veto  has  no 
precedent  in  our  history,  except  an  opinion  expressed  in  a 
message  of  Mr.  Monroe  about  the  appropriation  of  money 
for  roads,  for  which  he  was  censured  by  a  friend  on  this 
floor.  The  British  monarch  would  not  dare  to  threaten  a 
Parliament  with  a  veto  on  a  measure  demanded  by  the 
voice  and  interest  of  the  nation.  The  veto  power,  placed 
as  a  shield  to  protect  the  Executive  and  other  departments 
against  the  invasions  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  stay,  for  a 
moment,  rash  and  intemperate  action,  was  never  designed 
by  our  constitution  to  defeat  the  deliberate  will  of  the  na- 
tion in  relation  to  measure*  of  general  interest. 

1  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  say  any  more,  nn  this  occa- 
sion, of  the  veto  power  or  its  exercise,  but  will  proceed  to 
notice,  very  briefly,  the  amendment  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Garland]  to  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, for  which,  I  repeat,  I  will  vote,  as  the  least  of  evils,  - 
and  continue  this  8tate  bank  agency,  whether  the  depos- 
ites  are  general  or  special,  until  the  wisdom  and  experience 
of  the  nation  shall  provide  a  better.  And  here  he  would 
lake  leave  to  remark,  that  he  felt  proud  thai  the  Old  Domin- 
ion was  the  land  of  his  birth,  when  he  saw  her  represent- 
atives stand  forth,  with  manly  firmness,  regardless  of  par- 
ty and  the  frowns  of  power,  and  resist  measures  of  such  dan- 
gerous tendency  ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  assure  them  that 
he  was  not  hostile  to  Stale  banks;  on  the  contrary,  he  l<e- 
licved  it  was  wise  for  every  Slate  to  have  banks  of  solid 
capital,  and  under  prudent  management.  He  was  not  dis- 
posed, (continued  Mr.  P.)  to  impair  the  strength  of  the  State 
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nc  new  incw  io  t>c  essential  piii.ira 
of  th«  temple  of  American  liberty.  While  be  was  nut  pre- 
pared to  go  the  whole  length  of  nullification,  hii  observa- 
tion of  the  course  and  tendency  of  this  Government  for  a 
long  period  had  convinced  him  that  the  strength  of  the 
State  Governments  most  be  maintained,  and  that  they  were 
the  great  bulwarks  around  which  the  people  must  occasion- 
ally rally  to  arrest  the  anti-republican  tendencies  to  which 
the  central  power  is  liable  in  the  hands  of  w  icked ncsa  or 
folly.  At  the  same  time  that  I  express  this  view,  with  un- 
feigned sincerity,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  na- 
tional Government  must  be  allowed  the  full  and  fair  exer- 
cise of  all  the  powers  assigned  to  it,  according  to  a  fair  in- 
terpretation of  the  conciliation,  to  enable  it  to  accomplish 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  powers  were 
granted  to  Congress  to  rc^ut-itf  commerce,  external  and 
internal,  and  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
in  exclusion  of  Stale  power;  and  it  would,  be  a  violation  of 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  constitution  to  withhold  from 
Congress  any  of  the  means  fairly  necessary  and  proper, 
and  clearly  adapted  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  those 
grants  of  power  to  which  I  have  referred.  An  unreasona- 
ble distrust  or  jealousy  ought  not  to  be  indulged  of  this  Gov- 
ernment more  than  of  other  Govern  menu  created  by  the 
people,  from  whom  both  State  and  National  Governments 
hud  emanated.  Our  natiomd  compact,  whether  of  the 
people  in  the  aggregate,  or  by  the  States  in  their  sovereign 
corporate  capacities,  ought  to  receive,  especially  in  regard 
to  powers  and  subjects  to  which  the  States  are  not  compe- 
tent, a  fair  and  rational  interpretation,  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  the  parties  to  it,  instead  of  an  over  strict,  techni- 
cal, or  metaphysical  one. 

His  conservative  friends,  be  said,  must  pardon  him, 
while  ho  admin-d  their  manly  independence,  to  say,  with 
grest  deference  to  their  intelligence,  that,  according  to  his 
reflections  on  the  subject  of  commerce  and  money,  tbey  are 
only  half  right.  We  agree,  if  I  understand  them,  that  an 
exclusive  metallic  medium  will  not  answer  over  this  exten- 
sive country ;  and  that  our  social  and  commercial  inter- 
course and  business  require*  a  paper  representative  of  gold 
and  silver,  otherwise  called  bank  money;  for  bank  notes  of 
undoubted  credit,  and  convertible  everywhere  into  specie, 
are  money,  for  all  the  purposes  of  human  society.  If  a 
P»p«r  medium  is  necessary — if  one  is  to  be  coined  or 
manufactured  for  this  people,  I  pot  the  question  to  the 
candor  and  intelligence  of  those  gentlemen  and  all  other 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  whether,  according  to  the  divisions 
of  power  efctitblixhed  between  the  State  and  national  Gov- 
ernments, that  medium  ought  not  to  emanate  from  the 
Federal  instead  of  State  authority  !    And  if 


regard  of  what  is  termed  consistency  here,  they  must  re- 
upoud  in  the  lib  no  i  uve. 

Commerce  and  currency  are  certainly  placed  by  the  con- 
stitution within  the  sphere  of  national  legislation,  and  die 
paper  medium  or  bank  money  representative  ought  to  be 
issued  by  a  national  bank  of  universal  credit  and  confi- 
dence, and  on  a  foundation  as  firm  as  the  Government 
itself. 

It  is  essential  that  any  paper  substitute  for  specie,  to  moke 
a  currency  over  the  wbolo  nation,  and  convertible  into 

r;  and  I 

r  put  it  to  gentlemen,  to  answer  whether  it  is  possible  to 
make  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  twenty-six  8  lutes  cor  rent 
everywhere,  and  constitute  a  uniform  and  stable  cutrency 
for  this  people  1  Is  it  in  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
nationalize  the  notes  of  all  these  banks,  however  solvent 
they  may  be,  bo  a*  to  give  them  a  par  value  everywhere  1 
And  if  they  rannot,  the  harvest  of  the  brokers  murt  con- 
tinue, and  the  losses  to  the  holders  of  notes  must  foil  chiefly 
on  the  laboring,  forming,  and  planting  cisssos  of  the 
tnunity. 

Voi.  XIV. 


It  is  impossible  for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  know 
the  condition  or  credit  of  all  the  local  banks  scattered  over 
this  vast  country ;  hence  the  necessity  of  a  medium  with 
the  national  stamp  on  it.  The  people  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  condition,  and  have  confidence  in  the  banks  of  the 
8tate  or  neighborhood  in  which  they  live,  but  few  can  know 
much  of  distant  institutions. 

In  the  most  prosperous  season  of  trade  and  business, 
when  there  existed  little  distrust  of  banks,  it  was  difficult  to 
travel  in  different  States  with  local  notes,  and  they  were 
generally  under  par  at  a  distance  from  the  banks  of  issue, 
and  hail  to  be  sold  to  the  brokers.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could 
not  believe  that  this  Government  ought  to  be  dependent  oo 
the  agency  of  hanks  not  responsible  to  ihem,  but  undor  the 
control  of  the  States,  and  he  had  other  strong  objections  to 
this  connexion  ;  but  he  preferred  them  to  the  plan  under 
consideration.  In  addition  to  the  dejections  he  had  urged 
acninst  this  bill,  he  would  observe  that  these  sub- treasu- 
ries were  to  be  dispersed  over  the  country,  and  to  be  in- 
spected by  the  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  their  reports,  through  him,  would  be  all  the  informa- 
tion which  it  would  he  practicable  for  Congress  to  obtain. 
A  large  portion  of  the  public  money  might  be  purloined 
from  these  sub- treasuries,  which  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Congress  to  detect,  without  sending  com  millers  to  ail  these 
distant  places  to  examine  things  and  couut  the  money,  and 
then,  without  an  inspection  of  the  whole,  the  most  vigilant 
scrutiny  conld  be  eluded.  It  cannot  be  expected  (said  he) 
that  the  members  of  this  House  can  absent  themselves  from 
their  duties  here  so  long,  and  encounter  the  labors  such  an 
examination  would  require. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  now  twenty-six  States,  with 
unlimited  power  to  make  banks  beyond  the  direct  control 
of  Congress,  and  the  banking  system  has  taken  such  a  deep 
root  in  our  country  that  it  is  the  extreme  of  folly  to  think 
of  exterminating  it;  and  if  one  State  banks,  another  will, 
and  this  system  must  remain  a  permanent  part  of  our  do- 
mestic policy.    These  banks  furnish,  and  will  continue  to 
furnish,  local  currencies  for  the  people  ;  and  the  inquiry  is, 
whi'ther  this  Government  ought  to  guard  them  against  the 
evils  of  the  system,  and  what  are  the  best  and  most  practi- 
cable means  of  doing  so  T    Every  administration,  commen- 
cing with  that  of  Washington,  down  to  the  present,  has 
considered  il  the  sacred  duly  of  this  Government  to  use  the 
best  means  in  their  power  to  euro  disorders  in  the  currency, 
and  insure  to  the  people  a  stable  and  uniform  measure  of 
value  for  commerce  and  contracts  of  every  kind.    Can  it 
he  expected,  however  wc  may  get  along  in  good  times,  that, 
in  a  commercial  or  pecuniary  convulsion  or  war,  these  nu- 
merous local  banks  can  have  general  confidence  in  each 
other,  or  can  be  united  and  act  with  that  concert  which  is 
necessary  to  sustain  credit  and  confidence  and  a  good  uni- 
form currency  during  the  shocks  incident  to  periods  of  dif- 
ficulty and  danger!    Alarm  and  distrurt  overspread  the 
country ;  moneyed  men  and  holders  of  notes  run  on  the 
banks,  and  force  them  to  close  their  doors ;  business  of 
every  kind  is  suspended  ;  thousands  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  the  public  tranquillity  endangered.  A  wise 
Government  ought  not  to  content  themselves  with  the  means 
of  managing  the  vessel  of  state  in  pleasant  seasons,  and 
when  temperate  breezes  only  are  to  be  met  with,  but  should 
be  prepared  to  keep  her  steady  and  moving  in  the  great  cur- 
rent of  the  public  interest  in  tho  most  tempestuons  *ca*ons 
Throughout  our  past  political  history,  the  strong  ground 
tak»'n  against  a  national  bank  bos  been,  that  State  banks 
would  answer ;  for,  at  all  times,  it  has  been  admitted  that 
bank  agency  was  a  necessary  and  important  auxiliary  to 
the  fiscal  and  commercial  operations  of  the  country.  Twke 
has  that  ageney  failed ;  twice,  foT  a  period  of  twenty  years 
each,  has  the  agency  of  a  national  bank  succeeded  to  the 
foil  extent  of  public  expectation ;  and  yet  will  those  chsrged 
with  the  control  of  public  affair*  obstinately  adhere  to  the 
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ground  they  have  assumed.  If  gentlemen  believe  their  con- 
stituent* are  opposed  to  •  bank,  I  will  not  ask  them  to  op- 
pose their  will ;  I  will,  however,  I  must,  exhort  them  as 
friends,  fellow-citizens,  and  patriots,  when  they  return 
among  the  people,  to  tell  them  with  frankness  that  there  is 
no  other  effectual  and  permanent  cure  for  the  disorders  of 
the  Htate  but  a  national  bank. 

Gentlemen  must  be  sensible  thai,  in  the  exigencies  of 
war  and  the  revulsions  of  trade,  a  nutional  bank,  with  a 
competent  capital,  with  well  established  credit  and  coufi- 
denee,  at  home  and  abroad,  would  he  able,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Government,  to  do  more  to  sustain  public  and  private  | 
credit  and  confidence,  keep  the  monetary  system  sound  and 
regular,  and  avert  the  evils  incident  to  the  perils  of  war  and 
shocks  in  trade,  than  a  thousand  local  insulated  institutions, 
with  no  common  head,  jealous  snd  afraid  of  each  other, 
which,  in  a  moment  of  panic,  would  each  revolve  on  its  own 
axis,  and  take  care  of  iuelf.  What  occurred  twenty  year* 
ago,  will  occur  again ;  when  another  bank  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  small  fictitious  banks  will  be  wound  up;  others  of 
sound  capital  will  dissolve  and  subscribe  their  funds  to  a  new 
bank,  and  those  of  good  and  large  capitals,  freed  from  the 
competition  of  swindling  institutions,  will  be  able  to  do  o 
fair  business  in  harmony  with  a  nuiionnl  institution.  A 
new  bank,  if*  established,  will  I >e  required  to  locate  branches, 
one,  at  least,  in  every  State,  which  will  be  particularly 
advantageous  to  the  Western  and  Southwestern  Slates. 
The  capital  and  wealth  of  the  South  and  West  consists 
chiefly  of  land,  live  stock,  and  slaves;  snd  the  people  there 
are  more  disposed  to  vest  the  fruits  of  their  industry  in  such 
property  than  in  bank  stock,  yielding  a  moderate  profit  of 
five,  sii,  or  seven  per  cent. 


The  interest  of  money  in  the  West  is  high ;  in  some  of 
the  States  the  legal  interest  is  ten  per  cent.,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  those  States  have  little  motive  to  put  their  capital  in 
banks,  who  must  lend  at  five  or  six  per  cent.  The  prop- 
erty of  the  commercial  States  consists,  to  a  great  extent, 
of  money  derived  from  the  profits  of  trade,  and  they  are 
willing  to  vest  their  capital  in  good  stock,  yielding  a  mod- 
erate profit ;  and  they  would  prefer  stock  in  a  national  bank, 
because  more  valuable,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  con- 
stitution and  Government  of  the  United  Stales.  Their  cap- 
ital, through  the  hank,  would  be  diffused  over  the  nation, 
according  to  the  demands  of  trsde  and  business,  and  would 
aid  and  encourage  the  trade,  enterprise,  and  industry  of  the 
West,  and  especially  of  the  new  Stales  of  the  far  West. 
It  would  facilitate  their  exchangee  and  commerce,  and 
every  branch  of  their  industry.  The  traders  from  the  in- 
terior 8  la  tea  of  the  West  to  the  South  and  West  would  be 
•Me  to  do  their  business  in  a  currency  which  would  pa*s 
everywhere,  and  remit  their  funds  from  place  to  place  with- 
out hazard  or  loss. 

Sir,  this  bank,  with  its  branches  diffused  over  our  extend- 
ed country,  part  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the  Statcf,  would 
be  a  bond  of  union.  Every  man  using  a  note  of  a  national 
bank,  would,  in  feeling  at  least,  be  in  some  degree  identi- 
fied with  the  National  Government.  The  power  and  in- 
fluence of  such  an  institution  is  an  objection  urged  by  some, 
to  which  (Mr.  P.  said)  he  would  answer  thai  he  believed 
that  the  State  institutions  exercised  forty  tiroes  as  much  in- 
fluence and  power  over  the  political  affairs  of  the  country 
as  had  ever  been  used  by  both  Banks  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  can  (continued  be)  any  bank  exercise  one-hundredth 
part  of  the  power  and  influence  which  belongs  to  the  Tost 
Office  Department  alone.  The  same  objection  of  power 
was  urged  agaiubt  a  navy,  at  an  early  period  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; it  was  said  that  the  navy  would  bean  instrument 
of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  but  time  and 
experience  had  overruled  all  objections  to  this  strong  arm 
of  our  national  defence.  The  navy  is  not  only  a  weapon 
of  defence  and  protection  to  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  but  a 
powerful  bond  of  union.    Our  ships  of  war  do  not  belong 


our  republic,  nave  Keen  cxnausicu,  »upponeu 
id  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Father  of  his  eoun- 
ed  three  several  times  by  large  majorities  of 
of  Congress,  and,  at  a  late  period,  after  a  long 


to  any  8latc  ;  they  are  the  common  property  of  the  nation ; 
and  every  victory  or  defeat  vibrates  through  every  fibre  of 
the  body  politic. 

The  strong  ground  of  objection,  and  the  one  chiefly  re- 
lied on  at  all  limes,  has  been  that  the  constitution  does  not 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  bank,  while  its  utility  and  con- 
venience hare  been  generally  ad  mi  tied.  I  shall  not  enter 
at  large  into  a  discussion  of  this  objection,  nor  have  1 
the  vanity  to  suppose  that  I  could  shed  any  new  light 
on  a  question  on  which  the  intellectual  powers  of  a  Ham- 
ilton, a  Gallatin,  a  Marshall,  a  Pinckney,  a  Crawfurd, 
a  McDuffie,  and  a  host  of  others,  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen  of  our  republic,  have  been  exhausted,  suppoited 
by  the  cool  and 
try,  sanction* 
both  Houses  c 

trial  of  its  utility  and  necessity,  confirmed  by  the 
of  a  Madison  and  Monroe,  two  of  the  elders  of  the  Repub- 
lican church.  One  fact,  often  mentioned  in  the  public 
prints,  and  much  relied  on  here,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
notice ;  and  that  is,  that  the  convention  rejected  a  propo- 
sition to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  I  have  not  ex- 
amined the  proceedings  of  that  body  ;  but,  if  the  fact  be  as 
stated,  it  proves  nothing,  l>ecause  that  proposition  was  for 
a  general  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  That 
was,  I  think,  very  properly  refused — nor  is  such  a  power 
contended  for  by  the  friends  of  the  bank.  It  will  be  a  suf- 
ficient set-off  to  that  fact  to  stale  another,  and  that  if,  that 
in  the  same  convention  a  proposition  was  made  to  grant 
Congress  a  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  that  it  was 
rejected.  Now,  sir,  it  is  well  known  (bat,  during  the  late 
war.  Congress  did  issue  bills  of  credit ;  and  the  bill  passed 
at  the  present  session,  to  issue  Treasury  note*,  approaches 
very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  to  balls  of  credit. 

If  it  be  fairly  necessary  and  proper  to  grant  a  charter 
to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  great  powers  granted — 
if  such  a  measure  is  a  necessary  auxiliary  to  effectuate 
other  powers,  and  it  has  a  fair  relation  to  them,  then  the 
bank  is  constitutional ;  and,  if  money  is  not  to  be  bad  to 
meet  the  demands  of  Government  by  taxes  or  loans,  if  h 
is  necessary  to  resort  to  an  issue  of  notes,  then  it  may  be 
constitutional,  I  voted  with  much  hesitation  for  ihi» 
Treasury  note  bill,  because  it  authorized  a  larger  sum 
than  appeared  necessary,  and  it  seemed  to  me  more  con- 
genial with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  to  borrow  money 
directly  than  to  do  it  indirectly  :  but  as  the  amend- 
ment to  borrow  directly  failed,  and  the  interest  on  the 
notes  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  loan,  I  voted  for  it  to 
relieve  the  Treasury,  and  give  some  relief  to  the  country. 
I  entered  this  House,  with  no  disposition  to  find  fault  or 
the  administration.    I  voted  for  indulging  the 


merchants  and  will  give  time  to  the  banks  to  enable  them 
to  indulge  the  people,  and  would  have  voted  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  fourth  instalment  provided  the  House  had 
adopted  the  amendment  offered,  making  it  the  duty  of  ths 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  money  at  the  period 
to  which  payment  is  postponed ;  but,  sir,  I  felt  constrained, 
by  a  regard  for  principle  and  the  public  good,  to  exert  my 
feeble  powers  against  the  passage  of  this  sub-Treasury  bill. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  more  to  say  to  this  committee,  on 
the  several  subjects  embraced  in  this  debate,  but  I  feet  too 
much  exhausted  to  proceed,  and  will  therefore  conclude 
with  urging  on  the  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  the  propriety  of  postponing  a  final  decision  on  a 
measure  of  so  much  importance,  and  involving  principle-, 
of  such  great  magnitude,  until  public  opinion  can  be  pro- 
nounced upon  it.  If  the  measure  be  doubtful  in  principle 
or  policy,  we  ought  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  precipitancy ; 
respect  for  our  constituents,  who  have  bad  no  opportu- 
nity of  making  known  their  sentiments,  and  who  are  to  be 
bound  by  this  measure,  require  that  the  final  action  on  this 
bill  should  be  suspended  until  the  next  session.    Let  us 
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think  a  little  more  ourselves,  and  aflbrd  our  constituents  an 
opportunity  of  thinking  and  speaking  alao. 

Before  Mr.  Pope  had  concluded  hi*  remark*,  aa  given 
entire  in  preceding  pages,  he  was  arrested  by  the  hour,  and 
the  House  took  iu  usual  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

Evsmite  Sessioh. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  met  at  tour  o'clock,  and 
had  to  wait  long  for  a  quorum.  Mr.  Poer.  had  the  floor, 
but  yielded  it  for  a  short  time  to 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  who  observed  that,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  made  a  personal  allusion  to  him,  he 
would,  with  that  gentleman's  leave,  say  a  word  or  two  by 
way  of  explanation.  It  is  true,  as  that  gentleman  says, 
that  while  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  under  discussion,  and  after  it  had  been  debated  during 
the  morning  hoar  for  several  days,  he  moved  the  previous 
question.  It  is  true,  alao,  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  that  he 
might  make  a  few  remarks  upon  that  subject,  and  he  now 
complains  that  be  was  then  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the 
a  bo  i »- mentioned  motion. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  were  two  reasons  why  he  did  not  com- 
ply with  that  request.  The  first  was,  that  there  was  around 
him  a  general  desire  that  it  should  not  be  granted  :  and  if 
he  had  withdrawn  it,  the  same  motion  would  have  been 
renewed  by  some  other  gentleman.  Secondly,  that  the 
subject  of  a  United  State*  bank  had,  for  the  last  five  or 
six  year j,  been  the  common  theme  of  discussion  in  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in  the  country.  It  is  true, 
he  said,  thtt  several  gentlemen,  during  this  debate,  had  de- 
clared that  the  subject  of  a  bank  haa  not  been  before  the 
people  fur  their  discussion,  but  it  was  the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  said  if  gentlemen  would  only  go  back  to  the  re- 
election of  the  late  venerable  President  of  the  United  States, 
they  would  find  that  that  Presidential  canvass  was  put 
upon  the  question  of  bank  or  no  bank.  A  bank,  the  bank, 
or  any  bank,  were  all  denounced  by  the  people  at  that 
time,  as  appears  by  the  result  of  that  election.  It  was  the 
pivot  upon  which  that  election  turned.  But  if  the  subject 
of  establishing  a  bank  waa  not  before  the  people  for  con- 
sideration at  that  lime,  the  whole  subject  was  before  them 
during  tho  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  8utes. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  before  the  late  Presidential  election,  in 
pursuance  of  a  call  which  was  made  upon  him  for  that 
purpose,  declared,  in  the  moat  unequivocal  manner,  that 
he  could  not  sanction  an  institution  of  that  character ;  and 
this  was  the  pivot,  also,  upon  which  that  distinguished  in- 
dividual was  elevated  to  the  Presidency.  Twice,  there- 
fore, have  the  people  declared  that  a  United  Slates  bank 
ought  not  to  be  established. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that,  from  the  course  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  pursue,  some  gentlemen  may  have  sop- 
posed  that  he  was  disposed  to  check,  unnecessarily,  the 
freedom  or  debate.  But  he  would  assure  gentlemen  that 
they  mistook  his  character  altogether-  He  would  go  with 
him  who  would  go  farthest  to  protect  the  great  vital  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  the  freedom  of  speech, 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition.  These 
aacrcd  rights  he  never  would  yield  but  with  the  last  breath 
of  life. 

But  there  is  a  very  wide  difference  between  the  rightful 
exercise  of  these  invaluable  privileges,  and  a  wilful  abuse 
of  them.  To  correct  this  evil,  this  abuse,  the  rule  regu- 
lating a  call  for  the  previous  question  was  adopted  as  a 
of  the  by-laws  of  this  House ;  a  rule  which  has  ex- 
ever  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Government. 
A  similar  rule  has  been  adopted  by  several  State  Legis- 
latures to  correct  the  abuses  which  sre  the  subject  of  so 
much  ornplitint  in  this  House.  In  fact,  nothing  of  any 
importance  could  be  accomplished  in  this  House  without 
»u*b  »  tow. 


[H.  or  R. 

— — — 

On  the  eaat  aide  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Spanish  Cortes, 
the  question  asked  is,  "Hss  not  this  subject  been  suffi- 
ciently debated  ?"  If  this  question  is  responded  to  by  a 
majority  of  that  body,  an  end  is  put  to  the  discussion,  and 
a  vote  taken  on  the  main  question.  This  is  the  operation 
of  the  rale  for  the  previous  question  in  this  House :  the 
design  of  the  motion  is  to  ask  the  H«use  if  the  subject 
under  consideration  has  not  been  sufficiently  debated,  and 
cannot  be  enforced  without  a  majority  of  the  members 
present.  As  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  stales  that  he 
merely  alluded  to  him  aa  stating  a  fact,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  impugning  the  purity  of  his  motives,  Mr.  C. 
observed  that  he  would  close  his  remarks  by  staling,  that, 
so  long  as  his  fellow-citizens  of  New  Hampshire  should 
provide  him  s  seat  upon  this  floor,  be  would  faithfully  and 
independently  execute  his  political  trust;  and  should  any 
gentleman,  here  or  elsewhere,  dare  to  question  the  purity 
of  bis  motives,  he  would  pronounce  him  a  base  calumina- 
tor.    Mr.  C.  was  here  interrupted  by 

Mr.  WM.  COST  JOHN80N,  who  said  that  he  rose 
to  a  point  of  order.  He  said  that  he  rose  to  arrest  the  cur- 
rent of  the  honorable  gentleman's  remarks  with  great  re- 
luctance ;  but  he  considered  them  so  out  of  place  at  thia 
moment,  that  be  was  constrained  to  protest  against  their 
further  continuance. 

We  are  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  J., )  within  a 
few  days  of  an  adjournment,  and  have  to  decide  upon  an 
important  bill;  and,  in  the  mid»t  of  this  discussion,  the 
honorsble  gentlemsn  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Ccsh- 
xir]  thinks  fit  to  consume  the  time  of  tbe  House  by  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  the  previous  question,  which  he  call- 
ed some  four  or  five  days  ago.  Then  was  the  time  for 
explanations,  if  the  gentleman  thought  any  necessary.  But 
his  object  was  then  to  arrest  explanations  and  dipcusxinn 
upon  the  merits  of  a  resolution  which  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  snd  Means  thought  fit  to  introduce, 
but  was  afraid  to  have  discussed.  And  now  the  honorable 
member  from  the  Granite  State  feela  a  strong  propensity 
to  enlarge  upon  it.  Yes,  sir,  with  great  and  peculiar  em- 
phasis, he  now  discusses  a  bank  snd  the  bank,  and  called 
the  previous  question  upon  it,  after  but  one  member  had 
«poken  upon  the  subject.  Why  did  not  thst  gentleman 
use  that  occasion  (said  Mr.  J.)  to  discuss  a  bank  and  the 
bank  !  He  has  edified  the  committee  with  his  learning 
and  research  upon  the  history  of  the  previous  question  ; 
and  after  making  a  great  display  of  his  exsltcd  patriotism 
in  defending  the  freedom  of  debate— and  we  must,  in  giv- 
ing him  the  credit  which  he  claims  for  the  patriotism  of 
his  notions,  listen  to  his  pretensions,  snd  not  judge  him  by 
his  acts— he  refers  us  to  the  high  authority  which  he  ha* 
culled  from  the  eaat  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  has  talked 
about  Turkey,  and  haa  shown  that  he  haa  precedent  for 
the  gag  law  in  the  example  of  the  Spanish  Cortes.  The 
gentlemsn  is  as  an  fortunate  in  bis  authority  aa  he  is  in 
the  time  of  his  using  it. 

Tbe  gentleman  can  find  authority  in  the  Spanish  history 
for  the  inquisition ;  and  from  his  readings  of  Spaniah  his- 
tory, and  adopting  their  principles  for  his  standard  of  ac- 
tion in  this  bsll,  we  may  account  very  rationally  why  he 
has  to  often  called  the  inquisitorial  and  deteated  previous 
question — the  instrument  of  petty  tyranny  all  over  the 
world.  And,  to  use  the  gentleman'a  own  figure,  he  ia  the 
"pivot"  around  which  that  question  has  so  often  wheeled 
in  Ibis  hall.  But  I  urge  the  distinguished  gentleman  to 
forbear  in  this  discussion,  for  he  has  already  reaped  honors 
enough  in  that  barren  field,  for  his  head  now  blooms  and 
blossoma  with  the  glories  of  the  previous  question. 

[Here  Mr.  Cusunait  rose,  and  said  that  his  object  wo* 
not  to  consume  the  time  of  tbe  House,  but  he  had  risen 
to  explain,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Pope,]  who  was  entitled  to  tho  floor.] 

Mr.  J.  said  that  he  utterly  denied  the  right  of  the  meih- 
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bcr  from  Kentucky,  or  of  any  other  member,  to  allow  the 
gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  to  consume  tbe  time  of 
the  House,  at  thia  stage  of  our  proceedings,  in  discussing 
the  meriu  of  the  previous  question,  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  called  some  weeka  ago.  I  have 
tried  (said  Mr.  J.)  several  times  to  gain  the  floor,  in  order 
to  speak  upon  the  bill  now  under  debate,  and  have  failed. 
I  wish  to  give  my  views  upon  it ;  but,  knowing  the  propen- 
sity of  the  honorable  member  whom  I  have  interrupted  to 
call  the  previous  question,  I  have  no  guaranty  that  I  might 
not  be  precluded  from  speaking  at  all.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man, whom  I  regard  as  a  living  personification  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  will  not  desist  from  this  discussion,  I  will 
be  constrained  to  use  his  own  remedy  upon  himself,  and 
will  call  his  own  previous  question  upon  him.  I  hope,  in 
concluding,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  will  be  per- 
mitted to  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  POPE  then  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
which  he  continued  till  long  after  lights  had  been  brought 
into  the  hall,  when,  being  exhausted,  be  sank  into  his  seal 
without  having  closed  his  speech. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  the  committee  to  rise  ;  but 

Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON,  having  conferred  with  Mr. 
Pop«,  stated  that  tho  gentleman  had  no  objection  to  Mr. 
J.'s  taking  tbe  floor  at  this  time,  in  the  confidence  that  the 
House,  in  the  morning,  would  permit  him  to  conclude  bis 
remarks.    8uch  seeming  to  be  tho  general  understanding, 

Mr.  JOHN 80 N  rose  and  addressed  the  committee  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  return  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Kentucky  [Gov.  Pops]  my  thanks  for  yielding  the  floor  to 
me  before  he  has  completed  his  remarks.  After  having 
spnkon  for  four  hours,  his  physical  energies  hsve  yielded 
bef  ire  the  rich  abundance  of  bis  mind  is  exhausted  on  this 
interesting  question.  I  feel  (said  Mr.  J.)  how  perilous 
my  situation  ia  in  attempting  to  follow  the  learned  and  dis- 
tinguished member  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  At  this 
late  hour,  too,  when  the  committee  have  been  so  long  in 
session,  I  am  strongly  apprehensive  that  I  may  not  compen- 
sate thorn  for  any  poition  of  their  attention.  I  mu*t  there- 
fore throw  myself  upon  their  magnanimity.  But  before  I 
enter  upon  the  subject  under  discussion,  I  feel  it  a  duly 
which  I  owe  to  myself  and  to  others,  to  give  a  passing  no- 
tice to  nn  observation  which  fell  from  the  honorable  member 
vrhn  last  addressed  the  committee. 

The  honorable  member  remarked,  in  the  course  of  his 
observations,  in  substance,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, or  some  of  them,  bad  said  that  the  opposition  had 
a  few  yeara  ago  made  charges  against  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, and,  among  others,  his  friend,  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General ;  and  that  tho  administration  sacrificed  some  of 
the  membera  of  that  Department  (at  least  the  chief  clerk) 
to  tbe  avenging  deity  of  the  relentless  opposition.  I  Jo 
not  for  one  moment  suppose  (said  Mr.  J.)  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  purposed  any  personal  application  of  his 
remarks  to  any  particular  member  of  tire  opposition,  but 
spoke  of  the  opposition  as  a  party.  But  having  been  a 
member  of  the  twenty -third  Congress,  when  tbe  adminis- 
tration of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  made  a  subject 
of  special  examination,  and  the  report  upon  that  examina- 
tion was  submitted  to  thia  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  uke 
an  humble  part  in  a  debate  in  thia  hall  in  relation  to  the 
abuses  committed  in  that  Department.  And  my  name 
having  been  thrown  before  the  public  in  connexion  with 
that  discussion,  and  with  a  collision  with  the  late  Postmas- 
ter General  and  his  son,  I  feel  warranted  in  now  alluding 
t»>  it,  from  what  has  been  said,  and  in  giving  an  explana- 
tion which  circumstances  at  the  time  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  do. 

When  a  bill  was  under  discussion  in  this  House  giving, 
as  I  thought,  increased  patronage  to  that  Department,  I 
toak  occasion  to  oppose  its  pa»sagc,  and  to  animadTert  upon 


the  corruptions  which  were  proved  to  exist  in  it.  A  spirit 
of  intimidation  then  still  lingered  in  this  hall,  and  clearly 
manifested  itself,  1  thought,  on  the  night  of  that  discussion; 
for,  during  that  session,  a  member  had  been  waylaid  on  the 
street  and  attacked  for  words  spoken  in  debate  ;  and,  but 
shortly  before,  other  members  had  been  beset  and  assaulted. 
I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  that  there  were  members  willing 
to  place  themselves  between  tbe  officers  of  Government  and 
the  members  of  this  House  who  wished  to  scrutinize  their 
official  conduct.  I  was  soon  left  alone  on  one  side  in  that 
exciting  discussion,  and,  fancying  I  saw  its  result  in  ad- 
vance, took  tbe  distinct  ground,  when  daggers  were  spo- 
ken but  none  used,  that  I  was  willing  and  ready  to  hold 
myself  responsible  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  to  any 
officer  of  Government,  who  might  imagine  himself  aggrieved 
by  my  strictures.  That  was  the  position  I  assumed — per- 
haps rashly — but  still  it  was  the  position.  The  next  morn- 
ing, in  this  Capitol,  ami  before  I  entered  this  hall,  I  receiv- 
ed a  laconic  note  from  the  Postmaster  General,  by  a  gen- 
tleman whom  I  had  never  seen  before,  but  whose  bearing 
convinced  me  that  he  was  a  gentleman.  There  was  no 
threat  written  in  it,  but,  from  its  peculiar  brevity,  I  regarded 
it  as  a  threat;  so  did  two  honorable  genttemen  of  tbie 
House  to  whom  I  submitted  it.  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
give  it  a  very  thort  answer.  8oon  after,  I  received  a  chal- 
lenge from  the  son  of  the  Postmaster  General — a  gentleman 
whom  I  have  never  seen  in  my  life.  I  accepted  it.  By 
tho  advice,  I  apprehend,  of  others,  it  was  withdrawn.  Ru- 
mor readied  my  ear  that  I  was  to  receive  some  two  or  three 
more,  and  was  to  I*  caned  by  I  know  not  how  many. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  would  neither  explain  nor 
authorize  any  friend  to  explain  in  my  name,  as  an  honor- 
able friend  in  this  hall  will  well  remember.  The  system 
of  interiogatories  I  dislike  at  best ;  but,  according  to  my 
sense  of  propriety,  I  can  never  bring  myself  to  answer 
them  when  they  are  blended  with  even  the  sluwlow  of  & 
threat 

But  now  that  the  late  Posmacler  General  ia  no  more, 
and  the  restraining  circumstances  of  the  affair  have  passed 
away,  f  embrace  the  opportunity  which  tbe  remarks  of  tbe 
honorable  member  have  afforded  me,  to  say,  in  my  place, 
that  I  never  designed  to  charge  the  Postmaster  General 
with  peculation,  though  I  was  unwilling  to  except  him 
from  the  charge  (of  which  I  had  proof  enough  to  convince 
my  judgment)  that  it  did  exist  at  that  time  in  the  De- 
partment. I  deem  it  due  to  myself,  due  to  those  whom 
he  has  left  behind  him,  his  relations  and  friends — and  the 
honorable  member  as  one  of  those  friends— to  say,  that  I 
bad  no  proof  that  he  was  corrupt,  nor  do  I  believe  that  he 
was  a  corrupt  man  in  the  moral  or  legal  sense  of  the  term. 
The  most  that  I  meant  to  say  was,  that  when  corruption 
was  proved  to  exist  in  a  department,  the  censure  should 
fall  with  the  heaviest  forco  upon  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, if  he  did  not* suspend  the  guilty  subordinate. 

But  I  dismiss  this  subject,  now  and  finally,  and  will  at- 
tempt to  approach  that  immediately  under  demote. 

Mr.  Chsirman,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  when  Sir  Walter  Scott 
was  asked  why  it  was  that  he  hud  not  written  the  life  of 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  one  instead  of  three  volumes, 
he  answered,  because  he  had  not  time!  And  if  I  should 
trespaia  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  committee  a  little 
longer  than  it  may  think  judicious,  I  beg  the  committee  to 
receive  in  advance,  as  my  apology,  that  I  have  not  had 
lime  to  investigate,  in  all  its  bearings,  the  important  sub- 
ject before  us,  and  to  arrange  my  reflections  in  perspicuous 
brevity,  whit  h  is  the  best  proof  I  know  of  a  familiar  knowl- 
edge of  a  subject. 

Day  and  night  havfl  we  been  occupied  in  this  hall,-  for 
weeks  past,  without  hardly  taking  respite  for  sleep,  in  in- 
vestigating the  important  bills  which  have  been  crowded 
upon  our  attention  ;  with  not  even  time  to  eat  with  com- 
fort, and  with  scarcely  a  spare  hour  to  reed  the  budget* 
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daily  placed  on  our  de*ks,  or  to  spend  in  examining 
of  knowledge,  or  be  occupied  in  qaiet  reflection. 

The  experienced  debated,  and  the  learned  members  of 
this  House,  may  easily  surmount  such  obstacles ;  but  the 
humble  member  who  claims  your  indulgence  feels  them 
with  the  strongest  and  almost  overpowering  force.  Not- 
withstanding such  embarrassing  consideration*,  I  am  un- 
willing to  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  bill  before  the  commit- 
tee, but  will  assign,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  reasons  why  I 
•ball  give  a  negative  voice. 

We  have  been  assembled,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  extraordi- 
nary session,  and  have  already  acted  on  some  most  extra- 
ordinary bills.  But  the  most  extraordinary  ever  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  this  House,  wiih  an  earnest  and 
specious  hope  ol  being  received  with  favor,  is  the  bill  now 
under  debate.  A  bill  of  no  less  a  nature,  in  my  judgment, 
than  one  calculated,  if  passed,  to  obliterate  some  of  the 
brightest  features  in  our  constitution;  to  annul  in  its  oper- 
ation almost  all  the  statutes  which  so  carefully  guard  the 
mode  of  receiving  and  disbursing  the  public  revenues;  in 
one  word,  a  bill  to  take  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people  sll  supervision  and  control  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  to  place  in  the  Executive  hand,  which  now  has  con- 
trol over  the  army  and  the  navy,  the  appointment  of  an 
almost  illimitable  number  of  public  officers,  and  has  com- 
mand of  the  militia  when  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — to  place  in  the  same  hand,  to  receive  and  to 
pay  out,  without  scarcely  a  check  or  restraint,  all  the  pub- 
lic money  of  tbe  nation. 

The  request  from  the  Executive  to  be  possessed  of  such 
delicate  and  enormous  power  greatly  surprised  me  ;  to  find 
tho  representatives  ot  sovereign  6  la  tea  lamely  acquiescing, 
completely  astonished  me;  to  find  it  advocated  on  this 
door  by  some  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who, 
under  tbe  constitution,  are  the  purse-creating  and  the 
purse-holding  power,  has  awakened  into  alarm  every  hid- 
den apprehension  of  my  mind. 

What  proofs  of  superior  knowledge  and  superior  useful- 
ness has  the  Executive  given,  to  warrant  a  surrender  of 
power  to  its  discretion  !  Has  it  shown,  from  the  prudent 
exercise  of  powers  delega'cd  to  it  by  the  constitution  and 
the  law*,  that,  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  its 
powers  should  be  amplified  and  new  authorities  delegated  1 
That,  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  people,  you  must  aban- 
don your  trust  and  your  duty,  and  give  almost  unlimited 
discretion  to  the  Executive  will!  That  the  Executivo 
will  better  administer  your  duties  than  tbe  conjoint  wi«dom 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  1  Or  does  the  Preri- 
dent  even  place  hi«  request  upon  the  pretext  thai,  by  your 
surrendering  into  bis  hands  all  control  over  tbe  money  of 
the  people,  it  will  give  them  relief  in  their  present  distress, 
and  equalize  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the  country  ! 
E»en  this  plausible  argument  is  not  offered,  but  is  dis- 
tinctly repudiated  in  the  Executive  message.  No  argu- 
ment of  this  sort  is  offered ;  and  yet  you  are  asked  to  make 
the  surrender  simply  to  gratify  the  executive  picture. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  care  how  strong  the  rea- 
sons might  be  that  could  be  assigned;  if  they  were  ten 
times  as  strong  as  any  I  could  imagine,  I  never  can  be 
guilty  of  violating,  by  voting  for  such  a  measure,  the  whole 
genius  and  spirit  of  the  constitution — the  exsence  of  every 
republican  constitution  in  every  representative  Government. 
8  >  far  from  the  Executive  exhibiting  superior  sagacity  and 
prudence  in  regulating  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  h  is  shown  iUelf  most  culpably  inefficient  to 
discharge  the  duties  required  by  the  existing  laws,  and 
those  which  it  h.is  assumed,  in  violation  of  both  law  and 
u*agc.  I  have  not  even  a  shadow  of  doubt  in  my  mind, 
that  all  the  emburrussments  in  our  country,  in  the  curren- 
cy, and  in  business  of  eTery  kind,  are  in  a  chief  degree 
chargeable  to  the  Executive  of  the  last  four  yeara. 

To  justify  this  allegation,  I  am  constrained  to  allude 


briefly  to  the  past,  but  shall  take  only  a  rapid  glance  at 
circumstances  that  have  transpired,  as  that  ground  has 
been  most  ably  occupied  by  members  who  have  preceded 
me  in  this  debate.  When,  Mr.  Chairman,  did  any  coun- 
try present  as  great  a  degree  of  prosperity  as  this  nation 
did  at  the  time  that  General  Jackson  commenced  his  un- 
relenting hostility  to  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
What  country  «n  earth  possessed  a  better  currency  than 
this  did  at  that  time  7  What  country  afforded  such  n  re- 
duced rate  of  exchanges  ?  Where  was  labor  better  re- 
warded 1  Where  was  industry  better  recompensed  ?  Search 
the  inhabitable  globe  for  a  parallel,  and  you  will  search  in 
vain.  Where  was  an  institution  better  organized  and  con- 
ducted, and  ita  paper  more  readily  received  in  every  part 
of  tho  United  States,  if  not  in  every  part  of  the  world,  by 
people  of  every  pursuit,  from  the  centre  to  the  remotest 
borders  of  the  Union,  than  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  1  It  had  realized  more  than  bad  been  pre- 
dicted by  its  most  ardent  advocates  in  1816.  It  had  been 
chiefly  instrumental  in  effecting  and  maintaining,  for  near- 
ly twenty  yeara,  what  I  regard  to  be  the  great  desideratum 
in  a  country  where  agriculture,  planting,  manufactures, 
and  commerce  lean  upon  and  support  each  other — a  con- 
vertible paper  currency — hank  paper  converted  at  the  will 
of  the  holder  into  gold  and  silver.  Such  was  the  stale  of 
the  currency  four  years  ago.  Bank  paper  was  not  only 
convertible  into  silver  at  tbe  counter  of  the  bank  that  is- 
sued it,  bul  was  convertible  everywhere  in  the  interior  at 
the  counters  of  retail  merchants,  who  were  always  glad  to 
exchange  their  silver  for  bank  notes,  which  better  suited 
their  purposes  for  transmission.  Peace  and  plenty  glad- 
dened tbe  whole  land ;  content  and  cheerfulness  were  found 
in  the  most  humble  cottage  as  well  as  in  tbe  more  costly 
edifice;  a  prospect  of  universal  prosperity  was  then  pre- 
sented, on  which  the  mind  loved  to  dwell.  I  will  not  ex- 
patiate upon  it,  but  content  myself  with  a  simple  narra- 
tion. 

General  Jackson,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  un- 
paralleled popularity,  had  forced,  by  his  system  of  proscrip- 
tion, most  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  become 
political  partisans.  To  be  an  active  partisan,  to  gain  pre- 
ferment, was  a  sine  Qua  non  with  him.  The  political  ar- 
mor was  put  on,  and  each  saw  written  on  it,  "  this  is  the 
road  to  Byzantium."  The  president  of  a  northern  branch 
of  the  United  Slates  Bank  had  displeased  some  active  par- 
tisan, and  the  mother  bank  refused  to  dismiss  the  honest 
and  independent  head  of  the  branch ;  that  partisan  infu»ed 
the  venom  of  his  feelings  into  the  bosom  of  General  Jack- 
son. Threat  after  threat  was  made,  in  the  President's 
messages,  against  tbe  United  States  Bank.  A  better  cur- 
rency waa  promised  the  people,  if  they  would  uuite  with 
the  Executive  in  destroying  that  institution.  That  prom- 
ise had  a  charm  in  it,  as  all  persons  are  anxiou*  to  better 
their  condition ;  and  all  believe,  however  prosperous,  that 
their  condition  can  be  improved.  Bul  still  an  honest  and 
upright  Congress  refused  to  lend  itself  to  the  malignant 
purposes  of  tbe  Rxecuu ve,  or  to  gratify  his  splenetic  will. 
Congas  was  in  favor  of  renewing  tbe  charter  of  the  bank. 
The  Executive  veto  nullified  the  will  of  tbe  representatives 
of  the  States  and  the  people.  Congress  refused  to  gratify 
the  will  of  the  Executive  in  ordering  the  Government  de- 
posits to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  tho  United  States, 
where  the  law  had  placed  them;  but  he,  with  ruthless 
hsnd,  seized  upon  tbe  public  treasure,  as  Ceaar  had  done 
before  him,  and  parcelled  out  the  money  of  the  people 
among  a  host  of  State  institutions,  which  ne  now  testifies 
are  the  most  unprincipled  and  profligate  in  the  annals  of 
history. 

Those  institutions  were  urged  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  discount  most  liberally  upon  the  deposites  of 
the  Government;  and  m  slaves  always  most  readily  obey 
tbe  first  orders  of  a  new  master,  they  not  only  discounted 
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paper  offered  to  them,  but  in  many  cases  invited  custom- 
er*. CongTems  altered  the  standard  of  gold,  and  reduced 
ita  value.  (I  rejoice  that  I  had  the  honor  to  vote  a| 
that  bill.)  Europeans  sent  their  gold  here  to  be 
and  then  ordered  it  home  again.  The  Neapolitan  and 
French  indemnities  were  adjusted,  and  imported  in  gold. 
Thin  was  hailed  as  the  millennium  of  the  golden  age,  and 
Oeiieial  Jackson  was  told  by  his  flatterers,  and  believed  it, 
that  he  had  at  last  discovered  the  Philosopher's  stone. 
Jaundiced-eyed  and  near-sighted  politician*,  whose  mind* 
realize  causes  and  effects,  or  discriminate  fictitious 


from  true  and  abiding  causes,  thought  that  they  had  really 
worked  a  specie  miracle ;  and  the  General  himtelf  read  his 
valedictory,  "still  harping"  on  the  monster  bank,  and  con- 
gratulating  himself  and  the  country  on  the  experiment 
which  he  bad  tried  in  his  humble  efforts  to  improve,  as  he 
mid  he  had,  die  currency  of  our  country.  But  I  em  fast 
in  my  chrot.otogy;  there  is  one  other  remarkable  event 
which  I  wish  to  allude  to.  Before  General  Jackson  re- 
tired from  office,  a  distinguished  Senator,  who  bad  aided 
much  in  building  up  the  golden  image  which  he  wished  all 
to  fall  down  and  worship,  made  a  political  prediction,  that, 
if  the  people  of  the  West  would  co-operate  with  him  in 
destroying  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  would  see, 
in  violation  of  all  ihc  laws  which  govern  fluids  or  solid*, 
gold  flow  up  the  Mississippi.  They  believed,  and  looked 
with  anxious  hope,  but  looked  in  Vain.  He  conceived  the 
expedient  whilst  Congress  was  in  session,  but  revealed  it 
perhaps  to  few — lingered  until  Congress  had  adjourned, 
and  then,  "solitary  and  atone,"  he  thought  he  would  set 
the  golden  stream  in  motion.  Congress  ordered  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-pay- 
ing banks  and  gold  or  silver  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
The  alchymical  operation  was  to  he  effected  by  a  diaregard 
of  the  law,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ordered 
to  issue  his  famous  proclamation,  demanding  nothing  hut 
gold  or  silver  for  public  lands.  The  prediction  was  real- 
ized :  gold  and  silver  flowed  up  the  valley  and  over  the 
mountains  but  flowed  in  steamboat*  and  in  stages — flowed 
to  the  land  offices  and  to  the  bank*  of  deposite,  but  never 
into  the  pocket*  of  the  working  people  of  the  West. 

This  last  act  broke  the  glittering  dream,  and  the  veil  of 
Mokanna  fell  to  the  ground.  Convertible  paper  and  gold 
were  no  longer  synonymous;  Government,  which  should 
have  been  the  last,  was  the  first  to  make  the  distinction. 
Gold  and  silver  were  at  once  more  valuable — for  the  article 
mo«t  in  demand  in  thia  country  is  land  ;  and  tbe  Govern- 
ment ia  the  largeat  (because  it  is  the  greatest  proprietor) 
and  cheajiest  seller,  and  can  control  the  market  value. 
Thousand*  daily  purchased  public  Isnd,  and  of  course  thou- 
sands were  forced  to  procure  specie.  It  soon  l>erame  an 
article  of  merchandise,  to  be  bought  in  tbe  market,  rather 
than  a  me. Hum  of  exchange.  The  banka  found  their  paper 
returned  upon  them,  and  their  apecie  almost  exhausted, 
and  wisely  suspended  specie  payment*;  and  the  deposite 
banka  were  the  very  first  to  set  the  example.  Confidence 
became  impaired  ;  the  banks  had  been  pressed  by  those  who 
held  their  notes,  and  they,  in  turn,  called  on  their  debtors, 
and  the  debtors  of  the  banks  called  on  all  who  owed  them ; 
thus  the  pressure  passed  the  whole  round  of  the  circle  of 
trade  and  bushiess.  Panic,  diamay,  confusion,  and  bank- 
ruptcy, followed  in  quick  and  fatal  succession.  The  Gov- 
ernment could  not  escape  the  consequence*  of  iU  measures, 
and  suspended  specie  payment*. 

The  last  Congress,  foreseeing  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  specie  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department,  passed  a 
bill  reacinding  that  order.  General  Jackson  treated  it  with 
contempt,  placed  it  in  hia  pocket,  and  retired  to  the  Her- 
mitage, denouncing  the  insolence  of  Congress  in  sending 
a  bill  to  him  which  questioned  the  wisdom  of  any  measure 
which  he  had  ordered.  Mr.  Van  Burert,  who  succeeded 
to  the  Presidency,  was  urged  moat  earnestly  to  rescind  that 


circular,  but  he  refused.  When  he  saw,  as  he  ought  to 
have  seen,  its  evil  tendency,  he  should  have  yielded  to  the 
counsel  of  honest  and  practical  men.  I  will  here  any  that, 
whilst  I  believe  that  the  evils  of  that  measure  might  have 
been  in  some  degree  softened  if  Mr.  Van  Burcn  had  re- 
scinded the  order  after  the  fourth  of  March,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  have  prevented  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments :  it  would  have  changed  the  direction  of  that  sus- 
pension ;  much  of  the  silver  would  have  been  drawn  from 
the  West  to  the  Atlantic  and  to  the  Southern  cities,  and 
would  have,  in  aome  degree,  relieved  them  ;  but  that  would 
have  forced  a  auspension  of  specie  payments  liy  the  West- 
em  and  Southwestern  banks,  which  would  haw  been 
quickly  followed  by  the  banka  of  the  commercial  and  large 
cities.  When  silver  is  at  a  premium,  it  is  impossible,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  for  the  paper  of  any  bank  to  remain 
long  in  circulation,  or  for  any  bank  to  throw  out  it*  paper 
to  any  utcfut  extent  to  tbe  people,  and  redeem  it  with  the 
precious  metals. 

From  this  train  of  measures  and  circumstances  I  trace 
the  causes  of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  all  the 
banks,  the  great  confusion  and  embarrassment  in  business 
of  every  kind,  the  distresses  and  bankruptcies  which  oc- 
curred, and  the  confusion  which  ha*  overwhelmed  both  the 
people  and  the  Government.  From  such  measures  you 
can  trace  consequences,  with  the  same  unerring  accuracy 
as  the  human  eye  can  mark  the  path  of  the  desolating 
whirlwind. 

Amid  this  disastrous  cruris,  the  President  issued  hi*  pro- 
clamation convening  Congress,  which  be  had  positively 


refused  to  do  a  few  week*  before.  We  assembled,  some 
of  ua  with  hope,  aome  with  apprehension,  though  all 
equally  anxious  to  know  what  measures  would  be  recom- 
mended, and  what  position  the  Executive  would  assume. 
Some  thought  that  the  President  would  recommend  the 
aub-Treasury  system;  others,  a  retrial  of  the  State  banks; 
whilst  oilier*  hoped,  at  least  I  did,  that  he  would  throw 
himself  upon  the  advice  of  Congress.  Thia  was  really  my 
belief,  as  well  as  my  hope.  His  appointment  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett at  tbe  head  of  the  War  Department  bad  inspired  me 
with  some  hope  of  better  things.  No  man,  save  one,  who 
had  been  born  either  south  or  west  of  Pennsylvania  held  a 
place  in  the  cabinet  And  the  appointment  of  a  second, 
am)  one  so  highly  worthy  and  eminently  qualified,  was,  I 
thought,  the  harbinger  uf  some  salutary  changes.  So  filt- 
rate men  are  in  office,  I  care  not  from  what  quarter  they 
are  taken,  or  where  may  be  their  birth-place.  But  1  do 
maintain  that  every  prominent  place  should  be  filled  by 
high-minded  and  efficient  gentlemen,  who  understand  their 
duties,  and  are  prompt  to  discharge  them.  I  came  here 
with  no  pledged  hostility  to  his  administration,  and,  per- 
sonally, I  had  a  very  high  regard  for  the  President  My 
aituation  here  ia  peculiar.  I  have  been  elected  by  the  aid 
of  both  parties.  If  I  were  to  consult  the  feelings  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  persona  who  voted  for  me,  rather  than  the 
opiniona  of  a  majority  of  the  voter*  of  the  district,  I  would 
pause  in  my  courae.  But,  when  entrusted  with  a  public 
duty,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  be  governed  by  feelings  of 
personal  predilection  or  antipathy.  I  feel  bound  to  take  a 
more  expansive  view  of  the  whole  district  and  the  nation. 

When  we  asaembled  here,  speculation  was  nt  once  hushed 
by  the  receipt  of  the  President'*  message ;  and  I  must  con- 
fess I  was  greatly  disappointed.  I  had  read  his  famous  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  in  which  he  considered  the 
8tate  banks  as  Government  depositories,  and  said  how  ad- 
mirably the  system  worked — where  he  denounced  the  Uni- 
ted Stale*  Bank,  and  promised  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of 
hi*  illustrious  predecessor.  I  thought  all  this  was  the  mere 
electioneering  language  of  the  day,  and  that,  when  once  in 
office,  he  would  make  himself  the  President  of  the  people, 
and  not  of  a  party.  All  my  expectations  were  disappoint- 
ed ;  for  almost  the  first  thing  he  informed  the  represents- 
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lives  of  the  poople  whom  he  bad  cs Hot!  together — who  as- 
sembled here  fre«h  and  warm  from  the  midat  of  the  peo- 
ple— was,  that  if  they  should  dare  to  pass  u  hill  to  establish 
a  bank  of  the  United  State*,  he  would  be  t  lion  in  their 
path ;  that  be  waa  armed  with  a  veto  power,  and  would  as- 
auredly  nee  it.  Such  language  is  unprecedented  in  the  Wa- 
tery of  this  or  any  other  country.  The  President,  in  his 
inaugural  address,  informed  the  people  that  if  a  particular 
measure  shoulil  ln>  passed  hy  Congress,  he  would  use  the 
veto.  I  thought  that  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for,  but 
supposed  it  war  designed  for  Southern  effect.  A  veto  in 
that  cms  would  be  unnecessary;  nor  did  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
or  any  one  else,  suppose  that  he  would  ever  be  called  on  to 
redeem  his  pledge;  for,  Mr.  Chairman,  whenever  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  6 tales  shall  to  far  forget  their  compact 
with  Maryland  as  to  violate  private  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  your  jurisdiction  wiH  end,  and  that  of  Mary- 
land will  begin,  over  all  that  part  of  the  ten  miles  square 
north  of  the  southern  batik  of  the  Potomac  river.  I  may 
go  farther :  that  moment  this  House  shall  contain  a  major- 
ity of  members  who  will  be  bo  lecklrss  as  to  vote  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  annun- 
ciation of  that  majority  by  the  Chair  will  be  the  sounding 
of  the  death  knell  of  the  Union. 

Before  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  six  months  in  office,  before  a 
single  bill  or  resolution  has  been  sent  to  htm  fur  his  signa- 
ture, he  has  voluntarily,  gratuitously,  stepped  out  of  the 
line  of  his  duty,  to  inform  Congress  that  upon  at  least  two 
measures  be  will  use  his  veto.  I  have  an  hostility  to  the 
veto  power,  snd  can  never  bo  reconciled  to  its  use.  The 
franiers  of  our  constitution  placed  it  in  the  bands  of  the 
Executive,  under  the  fallacious  belief  that  it  is  the  w  eakest 
of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  Government.  Sir,  the  f re- 
nders of  the  constitution  and  the  authors  of  the  Federalist 
were  mistaken.  The  Executive  is  more  powerful  than  all 
the  other  branches  put  together.  All  power  is  fast  consol- 
idating in  the  Executive  bands;  and  the  Executive  history 
of  t  he  last  four  years  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  remark  with- 
r»ot  any  proof.  They  thought  it  harmless  Ix-cause  they 
found  it  obsolete  in  England,  though  existing  in  the  Eng- 
lish constitution. 

The  Government  of  the  United  8tates  is  the  last  in  the 
world  which  should  tolerate  the  veto  power.  There  may 
l*>  route  plausibility  for  it  in  the  State  constitutions,  which 
secure  to  the  people  the  right  to  elect  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  ;  for  there  both  branches  may  be  moved,  in  • 
greater  or  less  degree,  by  the  same  commotion  or  popular 
impulse.  But  even  in  the  constitution  of  my  own  State, 
where  the  Senate  is  not  elected  hy  the  people,  the  Execu- 
tive  ia  denied  the  veto  power;  the  constitution  *ays  the 
tiovernor  thalt  sign  the  laws.  And  it  has  been  judicially 
decided  by  our  highest  courts,  that  laws  which  have  paesrd 
the  General  Assembly,  or  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
are  valid  without  the  signature  of  the  Governor.  And  that 
is  almost  the  only  feature  in  the  Maryland  constitution 
which,  I  think,  could  not  be  changed  for  the  better.  And 
in  the  Federal  Government,  also,  every  useful  caution  ex- 
ists in  framing  laws,  without  the  existence  of  the  oppres- 
sive veto  power  in  the  Executive.  In  our  Government, 
part  representative,  part  confederative,  no  law  can  be  enact- 
ed wit  boot  ita  6rst  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  representa- 
tive!! of  the  people;  or,  iu  other  words,  a  majority  of  the 
people  in  their  aggregate  capacity,  without  distinction  of 
States,  control  in  Ibis  House.  In  the  confederate  branch, 
w  here  the  sovereign  States  sre  equal,  a  majority  of  those 
States  must  give  sanction  to  every  bill.  What  greater 
safeguard  can  there  be  to  liberty  than  to  require  first  the 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  then  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Slates,  to  every  measure  of  public  utility  1 
Every  restraint  beyond  ibis  is  actual,  real  oppression.  I 
regard  the  abuse  of  delegated  power  to  be  as  obnoxious  to 
as  the  usurpation  of  power.    And  an  Executive 


t  all  his  vices,  Nero 
the  jurisdiction  of  the 


places  itself  within  the  range  of  that  censure,  when  it  ar- 
rogantly use*,  or  presumptuously  threatens,  the  veto.  It 
is  to  awe  free  and  fearless  delilieration,  by  suspending  the 
sword  of  Damocles  over  the  heads  of  nervous  politicians,  in 
this  hall  or  the  other. 

Historians  inform  us  that,  with 
never  attempted  any  thing  aga 
Senate." 

Marcos  AureUus,  though  armed  with  the  imperial  tribu- 
nitian  (or  veto)  prerogative,  said,  in  alluding  to  tbeSenate, 
"It  is  more  proper  that  I  should  submit  to  the  opinion  of 
so  many  and  such  friends,  than  that  so  many  and  such 
friends  should  follow  my  will." 

An  able  writer  says,  "  It  was  by  adding  the  trUmuitian 
power  (interetdare  vetare)  to  the  military,  in  their  own 
persons,  that  the  Roman  Emperors  consummated  the  ruin 
of  the  republic"  "  It  waa  by  this  mode,*'  says  Tacitus, 
"that  Augustus  found  means,  without  the  name  of  King 
or  Dictator,  to  make  himself  superior  to  the  legislative  and 
executive  powers  of  the  commonwealth." 

If  the  Romans  lost  their  liberty  by  the  union  of  the  mil- 
itary  and  the  veto  power  in  the  same  hands,  bow  can  it  be 
preserved  in  this  nation,  when  you  unite  in  the  same  hands, 
which  have  now  the  military  and  veto,  the  [»ower  of  the 
purse,  which  you  propose  to  do  hy  the  bill  now  on  your 
table  1— e  power  which  Augustus  never  possessed. 

But  in  these  modern  days,  a  President  is  called  a  Roman 
patriot,  who  freely  uses  this  detested  instrument  of  tyran- 
ny; though  Pliny  boasts,  In  panegyrising  Trajan,  "that 
the  Emperor  never  allowed  himself  to  annul  or  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  Senate's  decrees." 

I  will  not  longer  dwell  on  this  subject  than  to  any  that, 
ss  it  was  by  the  use  of  the  veto  that  Louis  XVI  lo*t  his 
head — so  may  the  next  American  who  shall  use  it  lose  bis 
personal  popularity. 

But  the  President  has  thought  fit  to  read  to  Congress  a 
lecture  upon  constitutional  law,  and  gravely  tells  us  that  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  unconstitutional.  Yes, 
sir,  he  would  fain  convince  us  that  the  constitution  was  in 
his  keeping,  and  that  he  will  not  let  the  rude  hands  of  the 
representatives  of  the  |*?ople  profane  it  Mr.  Chairman, 
how  much  crime  has  been  committed,  how  much  blood 
has  been  titled,  hy  fanaticism,  under  the  pretext  of  serving 
the  cause  of  religion  1  How  much  usurpation  and  tyran- 
ny have  been  practised,  upon  the  pretence  of  saving  the 
conwtit  ution  and  serving  the  people  T  Let  history  answer— 
for  every  volume  can  snswer,  from  the  creation  of  the  world 
to  the  present  moment.  Who  is  this  mighty  expounder  of 
the  constitution  1  Is  he  the  the  venerable  and  glorious 
man  who  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  convention 
that  formed  that  sacred  instrument  1  Or  is  he  the  wise  and 
distinguished  individual  whose  pen  gave  it  form  and  pro- 
portion, and  who  has  been  emphatically  called  the  Father 
of  the  constitution  1  No,  sir,  he  is  not  But  he  is  Martin 
Van  Buren,  of  Kinderhook.  The  same  individual  who  in- 
formed the  nation  in  bis  inaugural  address,  on  the  s**t 
fiont  of  the  Capitol,  that  he  was  the  first  President  elected 
who  had  not  participated  in  the  patriotic,  struggles  of  the 
Revolution;  who  thought  it  proper  to  say,  for  the  inform- 
ation, perhaps,  of  the  ladies  present,  that  he  was  born  since 
those  ancient  days.  He  is  the  first  and  chief  of  the  mod- 
ern expounders  of  the  constitution.  Yes,  sir,  even  Araoe 
Kendall,  on  officer,  not  of  the  constitution,  but  of  the  law, 
says  that  he  is  a  limb— yes,  sir!  the  right  arm,  I  suppose — 
uf  the  Executive  body,  and  has  dared  to  read  a  hoiuily  to 
the  courts  upon  their  duties  and  the  constitution.  It  if 
ume,  for  the  dignity  of  this  House  and  the  nation,  that 
such  insolence  and  effrontery  should  be  frowned  down*  if 
not  punished.  But  I  will  leave  these  disiinguihihcd  per- 
sonages fur  a  moment,  and  uiiudo  to  others.  There  is 
another  class  of  politicians  in  this  House,  who  have  licen 
thrown  into  eesUcies  because  Mr.  Van  Bureu  says  that,  ae 
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he  construes  the  constitution,  Congress  cannot  create  a 
United  Stale*  bank.  They  call  tbemselre*  tlie  true  State 
rights  Old  Dominion  republican  democrat*  of  the  Jeflereo- 
nian  school,  and  quote  the  name  of  that  patriot,  for  every 
purpose,  numberless  time*,  in  every  speech  with  which 
they  favor  thia  Houae.  My  mind  ia  in  doubt  whether  such 
displays  ahould  be  treated  gravely  or  lightly.  Gentlemen 
seem  to  speak  as  if  no  one  had  read  and  understood  Mr. 
Jefferson's  writings  but  themselves  and  quote  slips  from, 
and  fragment*  of,  hia  letters  written  aome  fifty  years  ago, 
before  the  existence  of  a  United  States  bank.  I  have  been 
amused  to  see  the  dreadful  warfare  of  words  carried  on 
among  those  8oulhern  Stale  rights  politicians,  who  dis- 
pute upon  subtleties  too  refined  to  he  perceived  by  my 
mental  vision.  One  descant*  upon  constitutional  law,  and 
all  eagerly  listen,  in  hope  to  hear  aome  idea  which  may  im- 
pinge against  something  which  Mr.  Jefferson  may  have  loose- 
ly written  or  said,  believing  it  will  be  hi*  political  destruc- 
tion at  home.  Quick  as  thought,  a  messenger  is  sent  to  the 
library  to  produce  a  letter  or  conversation  of  Mr.  Jefferson. 
The  orator  ends,  and  another  begins  with  anticipated  vic- 
tory joyously  illumining  hi*  features,  and  hi*  Southern 
friend  is  handled  without  gloves  or  raurcy.  But  with  that 
propensity  for  long  speaking  which  is  so  remarkable  in  the 
South,  where  all  are  imaginative  children  of  the  Sun,  and 
where  all  possess  the  eopia  vtrborum  in  sn  eminent  de- 
gree, he  soon  runs  foul  of  some  other  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, on  some  other  and  foreign  subject.  Yes,  and  an- 
other more  Mercury-fooled  page  ia  posted,  to  tell  the  first 
to  be  swift.  Then  auotber  State  rights  Jeffersonian  Old 
Dominion  true  republican  democrat  rises,  and,  with  the 
merciless  vengeance  of  a  Samson,  he  routs  and  vanquishes 
tho  political  Philistines  before  him,  behind  him,  and  around 
him,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoon*.  These  gentlemen  regard 
it  high  treason,  verily,  to  differ  in  the  minutest  particular 
from  Mr.  Jefferson-  What  a  bombastic  Englishman  onre 
s.iid  of  Homer,  they  think  true  of  Jefferson : 

'•  Head  Homer  oocu,  aitd  fan  can  rea.1  uj  more, 
For  al  1  books  else  appear  so  m<-ai>,  so  poor. 
Vers*-  will  seem  prose;  ran  still  persist  snu  read, 
And  Humor  will  be  all  llie  IjixjLi  you  Deed.'1 

They  regard  it  heresy,  beyond  the  benefit  of  clergy,  if 
any  man  dare  speak,  think,  or  breathe,  without  producing 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson ;  and  he  is  read  out  of  the 
State  rights  parly.  They  call  to  my  mind  an  anecdote 
which  occurred  in  my  own  State  on  tho  death  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  in  the  best  daya  of  Maryland  hospitality,  before 
she  was  governed,  as  she  now  is,  by  uncles  and  aunts,  who 
are  all  united  by  either  affinity  or  propinquity,  who  fill  all 
places,  and  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  their  feeble 
and  efleminate  grasp— for  Mary  land  is  pretty  much  like  the 
rest  of  the  Southern  States.  They  have  all  been,  for  tho 
last  ten  years,  like  so  many  barrels  of  frozen  cider— the 
spirit  has  not  escaped,  but  it  has  become  concentrated; 
some  of  them  now  show  signs  of  reanimation,  and  eliven- 
ing  feelings  are  beginning  to  pervade  them ;  and  we  may 
hope  that  even  "Rip  Van  Winkle"  (North  Carolina)  will 
iu  time  open  his  wondering  eyes.  But  to  io y  Anecdote 
The  news  reached  a  coterie  of  thorough-going  federalists, 
who  were  dining  on  tho  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  where 
wine  and  wit  were  (lowing  in  equal  streams;  ail  expressed 
in  general  exclamation  thrir  bitter  sorrow  ;  all,  save  oue, 
became  earnest  and  eloquent  in  speaking  of  the  powers  of 
that  great  man's  mind— of  the  great  services  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  and  the  heavy  loss  which  the  nation 
had  sustained,  and  how  much  they  lamented  it.  At  length, 
Thomas  Bailey,  the  brother  of  the  Attorney  General  of 
Maryland,  who  was  remarkable  for  a  high  order  of  intellect, 
when  he  would  venture  to  exercise  it,  setting  down  his 
empty  wine-glass,  said  to  his  bevy  of  friend*,  that  be  had 
listened  to  the  expressions  of  grief  which  the  sad  news  had 
called  from  them,  but  he  fell  that  bis  grief  waa  greater  than 
their*,  because  his  loss  was  greater  ia  the  death  of  Hamil- 


ton ;  for  as  long  as  Hamilton  lived  (said  he)  he  bad  never 
been  put  to  the  labor  and  trouble  of  investigating 
for  himself,  and  that,  as  Hamilton  was  dead,  be  now, 
would  be  forced  to  the  dire  necessity  of  thinking  for 
self. 

I  could  but  think,  since  thia  discussion  baa  commenced, 
if  Mr.  Jefferson  had  not  left  behind  him  aome  two  volume* 
of  State  Pa  pes,  one  volume  of  Correspondence,  and  hia 
Nolea  on  Virginia,  how  awfully  annoyed  aome  of  the  Vir- 
ginia politician*  would  be,  if  driven,  like  Tom  Bailey,  to 
think  for  themselves.  What  would  these  gentlemen  do  if 
the  point  cTappui  of  their  political  lever  were  destroyed  1 

An  able  member  from  Virginia  informed  us,  last  night, 
that  be  considered  Mr.  Jefferson  the  polar  star  that  directed 
hi*  course.  Suppose  we  draw  imagination  from  around 
the  figure,  and  examine  it  by  the  test  of  real  life.  Will  a 
traveller  always  keep  his  eye  on  the  polar  star !  If  he 
ahould  direct  hi*  gaze  continually  that  way  in  bis  journey, 
be  will  soon  find  that  furs  would  add  to  bis  comfort ;  he 
would  next  find  that  the  white  bear  and  ibe  wandering  In- 
dian would  be  the  only  living  things  about  him ;  and  the  next 
step  he  would  find  himself  plunging  into  Symmes's  arctic 
hole.  Will  the  prudent  and  skilful  mariner  look  al»ne  at 
the  north  star,  in  directing  his  vessel's  way  over  the  track- 
less ocean  t  At  limes  he  is  forced  lo  look  at  other  fixed  if 
less  beautiful  luminaries,  and  finds  them  equally  true  and 
useful.  Yes,  air,  astronomy  and  navigation  teach  him  to 
point  his  glass,  at  times,  to  all  the  bright  stars  in  the  xodiac, 
and  the  power  of  human  reason  makes  them  subservient  to 
its  control. 

8o  I  should  fsin  think  the  practical  American  statesman 
should  view  every  star  in  the  firmament,  or,  lo  quit  the 
figure,  should  read  all  that  has  been  written  by  the  wise 
and  ibe  good,  aud  then  dare  in  think  for  himself. 

When  Jefferson  embarked  iu  the  glorious  cause  of  the 
Revolution,  did  he  take  Solon  or  Lycurgua,  Sidney  or 
Hsmpden,  for  his  model  of  greatness  1  Did  he  take  Locke 
or  Milton  as  the  text-books  of  his  creed  1  No,  sir,  be  did 
not.  He  read  all  that  patriots  had  written ;  he  read  deep- 
ly the  volumes  of  human  nature  :  and  then,  air,  he  dipped 
hia  peu  into  his  own  mind,  and  wrote  the  immortal  Decla- 
ration of  Independence.  He  bad  no  model;  dating  io 
think  and  to  act  for  himself,  he  made  himself  great  a*  he 
was. 

We  are  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stats  of  the 
Union  ;  aud  I  am  unwilling,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  sit 
sileutly  and  hear  Mr.  Jefferson's  name  quoted,  to  effect 
every  narrow  and  selfish  purpose.    Hi*  fame  is  the  prop- 


erty of  the  whole  nation,  aud  is  not  pi 


the  hand*  of 


a  few  Southern  politicians.  Mr.  Jefierson  had  faults,  as 
all  men  have ;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  man  of  enlarged 
and  expansive  mind.  And  if  any  supernatural  power  cvuld 
resuscitate  his  body  with  the  magic  wand  of  one  of  old,  as 
we  read  in  solemn  history,  aud  present  him  living  before 
us,  he  would  rebuke  bis  friends  for  using  hi*  name,  as  it 
has  been,  on  many  occasions. 

Mr.  Jefferson  doubted,  before  the  first  United  Slate* 
Bank  was  established,  whether  it  was  constitutional  to  es- 
tablish such  an  institution.  But  did  be  advise  General 
Washington  to  put  bis  veto  upon  it  T  No,  sir.  He  cau- 
tions him  against  using  tho  veto— he  urge*  him  lo  respect 
the  representative*  of  the  people.  This  ho  did  In  the  last 
sentence  of  his  letter  to  Goneral  Washington,  in  1791. 
He  says,  "  il  must  be  added,  however,  that,  unless  the 
President's  miud,  ou  a  view  ol  every  thing  which  is  urged 
for  and  against  this  bill,  is  tolerably  clear  that  it  is  unau- 
thorized by  the  constitution  ;  if  the  pro  aud  con  bang  so 
even  as  lo  balance  his  judgment,  a  just  respect  for  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature  would  naturally  decide  the  balance 
in  favor  of  their  opinion." 

Such  i*  the  manly  Unguage  of  a  great  mind ;  aud  I  wish, 
for  the  interest  of  the  country,  that  bis  modem  friends 
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knew  how  to  appreciate  it.  He  recommends  no  veto,  bu 
the  President  against  it.  He  advises  the  Presi- 
lo  respect  the  Legislature.  This  is  the  language  of  a 
true  democrat.  A  democrat  is  he  who  will  think  for  him- 
self, vote  for  himself,  speak  for  himself,  anil  obey  tl"***  laws 
ami  decisions  of  the  tribunals  of  the  country.  A  man  who 
puts  on  the  blind-bridle  of  party,  and  allows  himself  lo  be 
caparisoned  with  party  trammela,  is  not  a  democrat — he  is 
half  a  v.t**ai.  A  democrat  muat  he  a  free  thinker  and  a 
free  talker— a  free  and  fearless  political  art  or. 

Whilst  Mr.  Jefferson  spoke  and  wrote  freely  his  senti- 
ments, he  knew  how  to  respect  the  opinions  of  others.  He 
rrapected  the  constitution  and  obeyed  the  laws.  When 
like  Banl;  of  the  United  States  wan  established,  he  acquies- 
ecd  in  deference  and  with  cheerfulness.  And  in  1604. 
after  he  was  exalted  to  the  Preaidency,  he  signed  a  bill 
authorizing  the  bank  to  crtnMUh  branches  in  the  Territo- 
ries. If  he  had  not  surrendered  his  first  opinion,  he  placed 
himself  in  the  attitude  of  being  guilty  of  base  perjury  in 
sanctioning  the  measure  ;  and  I  would  not  venture  to  give 
utterance  to  the  opinion  I  would  enlertain  of  the  man  who 
would  bring  such  a  charge  against  him. 

It  was  but  last  night,  while  listening  lo  an  able  member 
from  the  Old  Dominion,  who  was  quoting  Jefferson  against 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  I  turned  to  a  learned 
friend  from  Virginia,  bywhom  I  was  sitting,  and  said  that 


I  really  believed  that,  if  Mr.  - 
and  saw  the  distresses  of  the  country,  he  would  be  the  first 
and  warmest  to  advocate  a  United  States  bank.  My  friend 
remarked  that  I  appreciated  justly  Mr.  Jefferson's  charac- 
ter ;  for  he  had  heard  a  few  days  ago  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman, who  was  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  assert  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  had  said  that,  if  the  State  bank  system  was 
to  be  tolerated,  the  only  way  to  control  it,  and  lo  givo  a 
good  currency,  was  lo  have  a  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
But  this  fsct  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  able  gentleman 
who  preceded  me,  [Mr.  Pope.]  That  he  said  so,  I  have 
not  the  smallest  doubt.  Your  Supreme  Court,  last  win- 
ter, decided  that  the  Slate  banks  were  constitutional. 
Then,  if  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions  are  to  be  quoled,  they 
would  l>e  in  favor  of  a  United  States  bank. 

But  those  very  gentlemen,  who  wish  to  chain  down  Mr. 
JclTerson's  opinions  to  the  narrowest  views  upon  all  sub- 
jects, will  find  themselves  in  an  awkward  predicament  at 
the  next  session.  I  predict,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  they  will 
then  quole  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  greats**  latiiudinarian  who 
ever  filled  the  Presidential  chair. 

When  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  lo  the 
Union  shall  coma  up,  as  I  expect  it  will  next  winter,  these 
gentlemen  will  quote  Mr.  Jefferson  as  a  precedent,  because 
he  recommended  the  purchase  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Jefferson  has  admitted  that  that  purchase  was  made 
without  any  authority  being  given  in  the  constitution.  But 
still  he  recommended  it,  and  signed  the  bill.  8ir,  he  acted 
wisely  ;  he  acted  as  a  philosophic  statesman  should  have 
acted.  There  arc  occasionally  and  rarely  great  national 
emergencies  which  noframersof  a  constitution  can  foresee. 
Those  emergencies  must  be  met,  and  acted  upon  promptly. 
This  wm  one  of  them.  In  such  a  case,  all  public  func- 
tionaries are  justified  in  adapting  their  course  to  lbs  cir- 
cumstances. Whilst  they  venerate  the  constitution,  they 
are  required  by  duty  to  obey  what  must  be  the  sense,  not 
of  a  party,  but  of  the  wholo  nation,  in  the  emergency,  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  present 
generation,  and  which  they  are  convinced  will  meet  wilh 
the  approbation  of  all  posterity.  Such  occurrences  are  but 
seldom  presented,  but  still  they  do  sometimes  occur.  And 
Mr.  Madison  said  truly,  in  his  able  report  upon  the  Vir- 
ginia resolutions  of  1798,  that,  "as  the  constitution  it 
above  the  law,  so  are  the  people  above  the  constitution.'1 
That  maxim  should  be  received  with  caution,  to  be  sanc- 
tioned only  when  the  people  desire  a  change  in  their  or- 
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ganie  law,  or  when  great  national 
as  I  have  alluded  to. 

Some  of  these  Southern  constitutional  lawyers  seem  to 
revel  in  denunciations  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  not  only  some  of  the  Virginia  politician*,  but  the 
able  member  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picks* a,]  who 
sprung  into  the  front  rank  in  this  deltaic.  Some  new  light 
has  illumined  his  path.  I  thought,  if  any  State  in  the 
Union  bad  acquiesced  in  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  South  Carolina.  If  the  peo- 
ple have  erred  in  sustaining  the  hank,  South  Carolina  has 
inculcated  that  error ;  for  all  of  her  great  men  have  advo- 
cated it.  In  1816,  seven  out  of  eight  of  her  representatives 
voted  for  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bsnk.  Yes, 
sir,  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Cbappell,  Edwards,  Huger,  King, 
Lowndes,  Middleton,  Pickens,  Taylor,  and  Woodward; 
and  Mr.  May  rant  stood  "solitary  and  alone"  against  it. 
But  the  onward  path  of  modern  genius  can  demonstrate 
that  all  these  men  were  ignorant  of  the  constitntion  and 
their  duties. 

'<  We  think  oar  father*  foots,  so  wise  we  grow . 
Our  wiser  sans,  no  doubt,  will  think  sin." 

Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  was  a  Southern  fixed  slsr, 
has,  by  some  inscrutable  phenomena  of  nature,  by  some 
undiscovf ruble  law  nt  attraction,  wandered  from  his  station, 
and  is  now  in  the  northern  polar  hemisphere ;  or,  rather,  is 
now  a  planet  revolving  around,  by  attraction  and  repulsion, 
the  executive  centre.  8ir,  I  grieve  at  the  sudden  transi- 
tion, because  I  like  Mr.  Calhoun  personally.  But  he  has 
made  himself  a  living  warning,  lo  the  opinions  I  have  ex- 
pressed, how  dangerous  it  is  for  any  free- thinking  and  gen- 
erous man,  wlielher  in  public  or  in  private  life,  lo  pin  his 
faith  lo  the  skirts  of  any  man.  Mr.  Calhoun's  political  life 
lrns  been  most  strangely  erratic  If  I  should  wish  to  find 
an  argument  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  I 
would  read  his  speech  made  in  1816;  if  I  wished  lo  find  a 
confirmation  of  those  opinions,  I  would  resd  his  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-third  Congress;  if  I  wished  to* find  an 
argument  against  the  bank,  I  would  read  his  recent  speech 
made  in  the  twenty-nth  Congress;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  in  favor  of  the  tariff,  1  would  read  his  speech 
made  in  1816 ;  if  I  would  wish  to  find  an  argument  against 
the  tariff  I  would  read  at  feast  a  dozen  speeches  which  he 
has  made  within  the  last  four  years ;  if  I  wished  to  find  an 
argument  in  favor  of  forts  and  fortifications,  I  would  read 
bis  report  made  when  he  was  Secretary  of  War ;  if  I  wished 
lo  find  an  argument  against  forts  and  fortifications,  I  would 
read  his  speech  delivered  in  the  twenty-third  Congress;  if 
I  wished  to  gain  proof  that  he  was  friendly  lo  Ute  tariff  and 
internal  improvements,  I  would  ssk  tor  it  from  the  gentle- 
men of  Pennsylvania,  who,  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago, 
urged  his  name  for  the  Presidency,  and  I  would  be  answer- 
ed that  they  urged  his  claims  because  they  thought  him 
ultra  on  those  subjects;  if  1  wished  to  find  arguments 
against  that  system,  they 'would  bo  found  in  every  speech 
which  he  has  delivered,  on  any  subject  whatever,  for  the 
last  six  years.  Let  tha  generous  ana  chivalric  young  men 
of  the  South  follow  such  a  polar  fixed  stsr,  and  they  will 
find,  when  too  late  to  retrieve  their  standing  and  useful- 
ness, that  they  bad  been  fallowing  an  rgrus  fatuui,  which 
had  been  leading  them  from  swamp  to  bog,  from  bog  to 
glen,  from  glen  to  morass,  and  finally  left  them  in  a  cy- 
press swamp  of  the  most  impenetrable  darkness.  He  may 
be  quoted  for  any  political  opinion,  as  a  distinguished  judge 
once  said  Croke's  reports  could  be  quoted  for  any  legal 
opinion.  I  had  rather  at  once  cut  my  political  jugular  than 
follow  such  a  star ;  for,  if  I  did  not,  the  people  would  soon 
do  it  for  me ;  and  I  regard  suicide  preferable  to  public  exe- 
cution. I  was  amused  at  the  gallant  bearing  of  my  chival- 
rous friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Picxaxs,]  when  he 
took  the  lead,  conscious  of  his  right  and  ability  to  lead.  In 
this  debate  j  it  proved  to  my  mind  that  his  Southern  feeling 
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still  animated  hia  bosom.  I  thought  it  seemed  cruel,  though 
it  was  just,  when  he  required  the  Clerk,  with  hia  atrong 
voice,  to  read  out  the  names  of  those  who  had  voted  for 
itad  againat  General  Gordon's  proposition  n  few  years  ago. 
I  thought  that  that  was,to  his  new  allies,  "  the  most  un- 
kindest  cut  of  all."  I  was  then  seated  in  the  chair  on  the 
Clerk's  platform,  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Wxbstkb,  [Mr.  J. 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  Clerk's  seat,]  philosophizing 
and  surveying  the  effect  it  would  produce  on  many  coun- 
tenances, and  perceived,  as  some  names  were  pronounced, 
their  faces  would  crimson;  others  would  blanch;  same 
twisted  in  their  chairs,  whilst  others  left  the  hall,  as  old 
Proteus  once  quitted  an  unpleasant  theatrical  baH;  whilst 
in  some  old  and  hardened  sinners,  who  had  long  and  often 
offended,  not  an  eye  would  wink,  or  a  muscle  move,  or  a 
single  feature  change.  They  seemed  to  look  as  if  they 
were  conscious  that  they  were  past  all  forgiveness,  and  had 
made  up  their  minds  to  look  with  more  composure  upon 
their  past  acta,  than  upon  the  enormity  of  those  which 
they  fully  expected  to  perpetrate ;  whilst  I  heard,  or  thought 
I  heard,  several  voices  involuntarily  exclaim,  "  expunge 
the  journal."  That  gentleman,  [Mr.  Pickbks,]  whilst 
he  is  advocating,  in  his  able  speeches,  8tate  rights,  ia  at 
the  same  time,  supporting  a  measure  which  is  the  very  de- 
finition of  consolidation.  The  whole  reasoning  amounts  to 
this  :  because  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  establish  a 
bank,  therefore  Congress  must  surrender  into  the  bands  of 
the  Executive  all  power  over  the  public  money. 

Whilst  I  regard  a  Virginian  or  South  Carolinian,  who 
will  act  upon  the  principles  of  hia  ancestors,  and  dare  think 
for  himself,  as  one  of  the  noblest  beings  in  creation,  I  re- 
gard that  different  Lilliputian  race,  who  are  seven-month's 
children,  alwaya  talking  about  the  constitution,  and  never 
reading  it,  who  ride  about  with  saddlebags  and  the  Revised 
Code,  and  spout  "Constitution  and  Jefferson"  at  every 
court-house  and  cross-road,  as  the  unsafest  guides  in  the 
world;  and  if  they  should  happen  to  be  such  lawyers  as 
••rare  Ben  Jnnson"  describes,  I  would  warn  the  people  to 
lieware  of  them  who 

"  Give  forked  counsel :  take  provoking  gold 
On  either  hand,  and  put  it  up, 
.So  wise,  ao  crave,  of  &,>  peri-lexnd  a  tongue, 
And  loud  withal,  thai  would  not  w&c,  nor  scarce 
Lie  Mill  wtthrait  s  fee." 

There  may  be  one  other  class  of  Southern  politicians 
who  are  worse  constitutional  advisers.  They  are  those  of 
more  standing  at  the  bar,  and  who  are  called  great  special 
pleaders — the  true  green-bag  gentry — who  know  all  the 
arts  of  riling  a  declaration,  or  framing  a  demurrer — who 
can  at  once  analyze  in  their  mind*  all  the  dry  maxims  of 
tho  black  letter  and  the  lignum-vita  terms  of  the  law— who 
know  how  to  make  thin  distinctions,  and  can  quibble  on 
the  point  of  a  cambric  needle.  Such  men  I  would  counsel 
with  upon  a  contingent  remainder  or  executory  devise;  but 
they  are  not  such  men  as  I  would  select  as  ray  guides  to 
expound  the  constitution  on  thia  floor,  or  to  make  them  my 
archetypes  as  philosophical  statesmen.  Hair-split  distinc- 
tions prove,  they  think,  superior  wisdom;  and  they  will 
beautify  them  with  rich  diction  and  elegant  manner,  ami 
leave  you  in  a  perfect  paradise  of  ecstacy,  figures,  and 
flowers.  Mr.  Chsirman,  there  are  safer  and  better  guides. 
Let  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  constitution  read  the 
debate*  of  the  convention  which  framed  that  instrument — 
read  the  debates  in  the  8tate  conventions  which  adopted 
it— read  the  Federalist  and  Chief  Justice  Marshsll's  deci- 
sions upon  it:  let  him  do  this,  and  then  he  will  dare  to 
think  for  himself,  and  will  know  something  about  it.  And 
in  this  reading  he  may  learn  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  not  in 
this  country  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  wns  minister  in  Prance.  As  a  politician,  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  su]>ertor  to  Mr.  Madison ;  as  an  expounder 
a,  I  regard  him  as  inferior. 


Can  any  one  doubt  that,  had  Mr.  Van  Buren  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a  United  States  Bank,  char- 
tered with  cautious  and  well  guarded  restraints,  it  would 
have  been  passed  by  this  Congress,  and  that  in  leas  than 
six  months  every  solvent  bank  would  resume  specie  pay- 
ments anil  the  overwhelming  misery  and  distresses  of  the 
people  would  have  change*!  into  a  brighter  and  more  pros- 
perous aspect  1    I  do  not  doubt  it.    Had  Mr.  Van  Buren 
auid  that  he  had  been  disappointed  in  the  new  experiment, 
as  all  of  bis  friends  had  been;  that  it  was  the  part  of  wis- 
dooi  now  to  adopt  the  old  and  well-tried  policy  of  his  pre- 
decessors, a  policy  which  had  acted  well:  if  then  some  of 
hia  friends  here  had  opposed  it,  lie  could  have  held  up  the 
et ample  of  Madison,  and  been  sustained  by  the  nation. 
Madison's  name  would  have  outweighed  a  host  of  mm; cm 
politicians.    When  Mr.  Madison  stood  alone  in  his  vote 
in  the  last  Virginia  convention,  against  all  the  rest,  an  able 
American  writer  raid  that  be  would  sooner  have  taken  Mr. 
Madison  to  be  right  than  all  the  rest  put  together.  As 
much  as  I  admired  his  wisdom,  T  could  not  say  that  much. 
But  Mr.  Van  Buren's  course  has  been  called  a  Ann  one ; 
and  a  distinguished  Senator  now  in  my  eye,  [Mr.  Wsn- 
stkb, ]  said,  in  a  speech  which  I  beard  with  great  pleasure, 
in  another  quarter  of  this  Capitol,  that  after  reading  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  message,  and  finding  that  he  waa  really  track- 
ing the  footsteps  of  the  late  President,  ho  would  not  charge 
him  with  a  want  of  firmness.    I  differ  with  that  distin- 
guished gentleman,  and  many  others  who  have  used  the 
same  language  in  thia  and  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 
I  will  not  call  it,  at  the  same  time,  timidity,  but  I  will  call 
it  raahness.    The  brave  Roman  who  sent  his  gallant  son 
at  the  beed  of  an  army,  cautioned  him  as  much  against 
rashness  as  be  did  against  cow  art  lice.    "  The  mean  of  true 
courage,"  said  he,  ••  lies  between  the  extremes  of  cow- 
ardice and  rashness."    It  is  a  proof  of  an  a  licence  of  moral 
courage  for  any  man  to  persist  in  wrong  because  his  friends 
urge  him  to  do  so.    Mr.  Van  Buren  bad  an  opportunity  of 
ahowing  moral  fortitude  in  an  eminent  degree ;  for  it  does 
require  no  email  degree  of  moral  courage  for  a  man  to 
gently  chide,  aoftly  to  rebuke,  a  ruinous  career  of  hia 
friend.    Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  aaid  to  bis  friends  that  lie 
had  believed  in  the  experiment  as  they  had  done,  hot  he 
and  they  had  been  disappointed ;  it  had  overwhelmed  the 
whole  land  in  misery  and  distress  ;  hia  supporters  as  well 
a*  hi»  opponents  were  beggared  by  it;  that  be  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  abandon  the  scheme  which  bad  ao  signally  failed, 
and  he  had  determined,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  to  go 
tack  to  the  well-beaten  path  in  which  Washington  end 
Madison,  and  all  the  other  Presidents,  trod — be  might  havo 
lost  here  and  there  a  friend,  bnt  be  would  have  gained  a 
hundred  for  one ;  he  would  have  proved  himself  worthy  of 
the  office  which  he  holds,  proved  himself  of  true  and  gen- 
erous courage,  and  would  have  then  been  placed  by  the 
side  of  the  amiable  and  patriotic  Madison.    But  what  doea 
he  do  t    When  the  popular  phrensy  was  highest  against  a 
hank,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  an  evil  hour,  committed  him- 
self against  the  bank,  supposing  the  pet  bank  system  would 
succeed ;  because  General  Jackson  had  sworn,  in  hia  wrath, 
that  it  should  succeed.    But  failed— exploded — blowlug  up 
the  Treasury  as  well  *s  the  banks ;  and  the  people  were 
ruined.    Mr.  Van  Buren  was  in  a  dilemma,  and  could 
not  go  for  a  United  States  bank,  and  preserve  his  consis- 
tency ;  and  had  magnanimity  of  feeling  to  confess  error, 
repent,  and  ask  forgivneas  of  the  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousanda  whom  he  had  helped  to  ruin.    What  was  he  to 
do  in  this  emergency,  aa  Congress  had  been  called  in  the 
panic  of  the  moment  1    He  waa  pledged  to  go  in  (ho  foot- 
steps of  the  late  President,  and  there  were  no  footsteps. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  waa  at  fault,  sadly  at  fault.    A  fast  runner 
waa  posted  to  the  Hermitage,  two  letters  are  quickly  writ- 
ten by  General  Jackson,  published  in  the  Globe,  and  thus 

Never  did  Ti- 
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reign  with  as  much  awful  terror  as  when  ho  retired 
from  Rome  and  went  to  hut  gloomy  and  secluded  hermi- 
tage, and  sent  his  authoritative  and  bloody  edicts  lo  a  sla- 
vish and  alTrightcd  Senate. 

Owe  or  two  gentlemen  have  thrown  out,  during  the  dis- 
cussiou  ou  this  bill,  or  the  one  which  was  acted  on  a  few 
days  ago,  a  delicate  intimation  that  the  expediency  of  the 
bank  might  be  more  clear  to  their  minds  if  the  constitution 
were  altered  so  as  to  express  distinctly  that  Congrei 
hive  power  to  establish  a  hank.  Of  such  allusions  f 
a*  Lowndejdid.in  1816,  when  be  was  requested  by  a 
member  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  au- 
thorize Congress  lo  establish  a  bank.  Lowndes  said  that 
he  had  two  objections  to  doing  so :  one  was,  that  he  thought 
such  an  amendment  would  not  be  adopted  ;  and  the  second 
was,  that  he  thought  the  power  already  existed  .in  the 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  profes*  to  be  a  constitutional 
lawyer.  I  have  read  some  law,  it  is  true,  but  have  never 
practised  in  the  court*.  I  have  been  admitted  to  practise 
in  the  court  at  the  Iwse  of  this  Capitol,  as  a  great  many 
oilier  unworthy  lawyer  a  have  been  admitted.  I  studied 
law  in  Virgiuia,  under  the  most  distinguished  jurist  of  that 
State — a  personal  and  political  friond  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
wns  taught  to  believe  lhat  it  was  the  duly  of  a  lawyer  to 
respect  the  constitution  aud  the  laws ;  that  the  constitution 
had  authorized  courts  armed  with  power  to  decide  litigated 
questioua ;  that  from  the  inferior  court*  there  was  a  right 
to  appeal  to  the  higlier,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Slates  was  final ;  and  its  power* 
were  broadly  and  clearly  written  in  the  constitution  :  that 
if  the  Supreme  Court  were  lo  decide  a  question  or  principle, 
which  did  not  rait  the  popular  taste,  the  deciaion  still  was 
final ;  hut  the  people  hail  a  remedy  in  two  ways,  pointed 
out  by  the  constitution,  by  which  Congress  and  the  States 
should  not  alter  the  decision,  but  could  alter  the  constitu- 
tion, a*  they  have  on  some  occasions  altered  tliat  instru- 
ment. This  was  the  doctrine  which  I  was  taught ;  this  is 
the  doctrine  which  all  my 


The 


Court  has  said  that  it  will  not  decide  polite 


constitutionality  of  the  bank  was  a  legal  question,  and  ha* 
twice  decided  it  to  be  constitutional.  The  decision*  of  that 
court  have,  in  every  rase,  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people 
of  tho  whole  natiou.  General  Washington,  who  presided 
over  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution ;  Mr. 
Madison,  who  was  most  prominent  in  framing  it;  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  who,  in  intellect  was  second  to  no  man  in 
the  nation ;  have  given  their  sanction  to  a  bank.  The 
Congress  of  17SM,  which  chartered  the  first  United  State* 
Bank,  voted  two  to  one  in  favor  of  it— aye*  39,  noes  80. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  members  of  that  Congress,  who 
were  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  voted 
for  it.  Every  President  ha*  given  it  his  sanction:  Wash- 
ington, J.  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  Jackson — for  the  latter,  in  one  of  hi*  messages  suid 
ho  would  condescend  to  write  a  charier,  if  Con gress  would 
meanly  a«k  him  lo  do  so:  every  President,  save  Martin 
Van  Buren;  and  even  he  signed  a  memorial  to  have  a 
branch  established  at  Albany.  The  man  who  would  raise 
his  voice  against  this  overwhelming  authority,  I  woukl  res- 
pect more  for  his  pertinacity  and  obduracy  of  opinion  than 
/or  hi*  dispassionate  judgment. 

We  are  told  by  metaphysician*  that  nothing  i*  so  difficult 
to  prove  as  self-evident  propositions.  And  I  regard  the  right 
of  Congress  to  establish  a  bank  a*  being  so  decidedly  clear 
as  to  remove  all  necessity  for  other  argument  on  that  subject. 

The  President  says  that  against  a  United  States  bank 
the  sentiment*  of  the  people  arc  "deliberately  fixed."  How 
doc*  be  know  that  1  What  spirit  of  divination  doe*  he  pos- 
ses*, to  know  whether  the  people  always  think  with  hirat 


He  has  changed  against  the  pet  bank  system  ;  he  was  for 
it  three  months  ago ;  his  message  contains  bis  palinodia. 
May  not  the  people,  who  changed  againat  the  bank  in  hop*  a 
of  bettering  their  condition,  change  for  it  now,  to  bring 
themselves  where  they  were,  rather  than  bo  beggared  and 
miserable  !  If  tbey  should  lie  convinced  that  it  will  improvo 
their  present  distressed  situation,  they  will  very  quickly 
change.  Self-interest  is  a  powerful  lever ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  hi*  friends,  by  their  acts,  have  induced  the  people 
to  look  to  it.  The  people  will  not  ruin  themselves  because 
Mr.  Van  Buren  has  held  out  false  hopes,  false  light*,  by 
which  they  have  been  wrecked  ;  they  will  cone  back,  and 
denounce  and  quit  all  crude  experiments. 

But  when  the  committee  of  New  York  merchant*  told 
Mr.  Van  Buren  of  the  dreadful  distress  in  that  city,  he  did 
it ;  he  thought  it  all  panic.  The  recent  elec- 
ta be  a  gentle  warning.  But  no  man  is  so  blind 
as  he  who  will  not  see  ;  and  I  am  half  disposed  to  believe 
lhat  some  politician*  do  not  yet  know  that  the  gold  experi- 
ment ha*  failed. 

The  expediency  of  a  bank  presents  a  very  different  prop- 
osition. 

We  can  often,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  into  the  future  by 
the  light*  of  tho  past.  And  the  past  furnishes  lo  my  mind 
the  most  conch*  ive  evidence  that  a  United  Slate*  bank  is 
highly,  almost  indispensably,  necessary  to  promote  the 
rapid  and  uniform  prosperity  of  the  natiou.  Without 
money,  no  business  can  proaper  ;  and  without  a  convertible 
currency,  and  a  near  uniformity  of  exchanges,  the  prosper- 
ity of  all  buainess  is  in  a  great  degree  paralyzed.  Whilst 
the  inequality  of  exchanges  in  a  depreciated  currency  will 
secure  wealth  to  tho  brokers  and  money  exchangers,  in  the 
same  degree  will  it  diminish  tho  profit*  of  the  farmer  and 

terprisc. 

Whenever  we  have  had  a  United  State*  bank,  we  have 
had  everywhere  a  convertible,  redeemable  currency,  by 
which  I  he  value  of  property  could  be  clearly  estimated  , 
whenever  we  have  not  had  a  bank  of  ihe  United  States,  we 
have  bud  a  stoppage  of  specie  payments, 
dividual  ruin.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  effect*  by  < 
can  be  more  convincing  and  conclusive  1  When  tho  Bank 
of  the  United  State*  waa  in  existence,  exchange*  from  New 
Orleans  to  New  York  were  never  more  than  one  percent.; 
often  at  par ;  and  sometime*,  from  one  city  to  the  other, 
above  par.  There  was  then  but  a  reasonable  and  useful 
number  of  Slate  banks. 

How  are  the  exchanges  now  I  Wo  can  sometime*  judge 
of  great  things  by  smalt.  A  friend  sent  mo  a  hundred  dol- 
lar note,  a  few  days  ago,  on  a  bank  in  Florida,  which  ho 
had  been  trying  to  pass  ofT,  but  could  not.  I  went  to  a 
broker,  and  be  offered  me  seventy-five  dollars  iti  District 
paper  lor  tho  hundred  dollar*  on  the  Florida  bank.  I  of- 
fered him  the  note  for  eighty-five  dollars,  and  he  refused  it. 
I  called  ou  the  delegate  from  Florida,  to  know  whether  tho 
bank  was  good.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  perfectly  sol- 
vent, and  as  sound  as  any  bank  in  the  world;  lhat  its  ca- 
per passed  freely  in  Florida.  Then,  a  man  who  owe*  a 
debt  of  seventy-five  dollar*  in  this  city,  who  may  reside  in 
Florida,  will  have  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  in  paper, 
which  ho  lakes  at  par  at  home,  to  liquidate  his  liability  in 
this  city.  Such  is  the  discount,  at  but  one-half  of  the  ex- 
tent  of  our  nation.  If  my  mind  bad  ever  doubted  on  the 
subject  of  the  expediency  of  a  United  State*  bank,  this  sin- 
gle circumstance  would  have  removed  every  doubt.  Tho 
Government  has  disconnected  itself  from  the  currency,  and 
all  things  are  in  confusion,  and  I  fear  will  remain  *o  until 
we  have,  what  was  appropriately  called  yesterday,  by  my 
eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hofvmas,)  the  bel- 
ance  wheel  of  a  United  8tates  bank.  I  have  travelled  al- 
most i 
paper, 


in  every  part  of  the  Union  with  United  States  Bank 
,  and  never  met  with  an  individual  in  my  life  who  did 


Digitized  by  Google 


1511 


GALES  fe  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1512 


H.  or  R.1 


[Oct.  It,  1837. 


not  prefer  receiving  it  to  specie.  But  the  condition  of  oar 
exchanges  hn5  been  enlarged  upon  by  several  gentlemen, 
and  with  great  force  by  the  able  member  who  preceded  me; 
and  I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the  committee  on  that 
branch  of  the  aubject. 

I  had  intended  to  offer  some  consideration*  upon,  firat, 
the  right  of  the  Government  to  create  and  establish  a  good 
and  sound  currency  for  the  people,  and  a  aafe  and  salutary 
mode  of  exchange ;  and,  secondly,  the  duty  of  the  Federal 
<iovemment  to  exeaciae  that  power :  but  I  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  the  able  member  from  Winchester,  [Mr.  Ma- 
«j.v,]  who  mado  an  argument  upon  this  subject,  clear  and 
lucid ;  one  which  has  been  unanswered,  because  it  is  un- 
answerable Ho  showed  the  evils  which  would  be  inflict- 
ed on  the  people  by  establishing  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people.  He  proved  the  close 
affinity  of  both,  and  their  rotative  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties. I  will  only  ask,  in  addition,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if 
the  Government  will  not  exercise  any  control  over,  and 
feel  no  obligation  to  regulate,  the  currency  and  the  medium 
of  exchange*,  for  what  purpose  was  thin  federal  alliance 
formed  !  Why  was  it  that  the  Stale*  gave  up  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  the  whole  control  over  commerce,  if  that 
Government  will  not  adopt  means  for  carrying  on  that 
commerce  with  a  currency  uniform,  or  as  wcarly  so  oa  hu- 
man wisdom  cau  devise  t  Why  have  they  made  the  sacri- 
fice of  so  large  and  surrender  of  so  great  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignty,  as  to  be  denied  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
between  neighboring  States  and  foreign  nations,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Government  will  take  no  step  to  promote  this  inter- 
change ?  What  other  consideration  could  they  receive  for 
this  immense  surrender  of  State  sovereignty,  but  that  the 
Government  woold  extend  its  paternal  care  to  effect  a  gooti 
currency  and  »afu  and  easy  exchanges  !  But  the  Presi- 
dent, with  a  profound  ignorance  of  both  the  spirit  and  the 
intention  of  the  constitution, 
might  as  well  expect  the  Government 
portation  of  their  merchandise,  as  to  cause  or  establish  a 
good  system  of  exchanges.  It  is  the  first  time  that  en 
American  President  has  uttered  such  a  sentiment  of  disre- 
gard to  an  injured  people ;  and  I  trust  that  their  indigna- 
tion will  nuke  it  the  last.  If  this  is  to  be  the  established 
doctrine  and  policy  of  the  Government,  each  State  will,  or 
might  as  well,  stutid  in  the  relation  of  separate  and  distinct 
nations ;  for  cash  will  bear  the  Name  rotation  to  the  other, 
no  far  as  currency  is  concerned,  as  Canada  docs  to  the 
United  States,  or  the  different  nations  of  Europe  do  to 
And  the  quicker  they  reassumc  the  power 
p,  the  better  will  it  be  for  their  interot  and 
happiness. 

The  miserable  bunglers  of  the  Executive,  who  have  at- 
tempted to  regolatc  and  improve  the  currency,  have  net 
yet  discovered  that  Ibcy  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  subject, 
und  have  failed  in  their  experiments;  and  oven  now  fee! 
disposed,  like  a  bewildered  pilot,  to  let  the  ship  of  Slate 
float  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  the  waves,  in  hopes 
of  reaching  a  safe  point  which  their  pretended  skill  could 
nut  attain,  or  leap  into  the  long-boat,  and  desert  the  crew. 

The  President,  after  writing  us  a  lung  message  contain- 
ing many  maxims  of  sound  policy,  many  long  sentences 
of  sophisms,  much  plausibility,  and  more  bad  reasoning, 
fiually  hands  ns  over,  by  way  of  recommendation,  to  his 


~"  ■  -  r-  

ha*  told  ua  that  the  pesplc 
■•eminent  to  aid  in  the  trano- 


Nroretnrv  of  the  T 


for  the  details  of  his  new 


schemes  and  untried  experiment.  I  will  use  this  occasion 
to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the  long  essays  which 
are  annually  given  by  our  Executive  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people  and  the  States.  The  Executive  seems  to 
think  it  his  duty  to  send  us  a  long  lecture  upon  our  public 
duties,  and  assumes  as  much  importance  as  if  he  wcte  a 
professor  lecturing  a  class  of  sophomores  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  philosophy,  and  schooling  us  in  the  line  of  our 
duty. 


The  King  (or  now  the  Qneen)  of  England  an 
of  France  send  their  messages  or  speeches  to  the  Parlia- 
ment or  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  of  about  a  span's  length, 
simply  saying  that  the  nation  is  at  peace  with  the  world, 
the  King  is  thankful  for  the  supplies  granted,  and  that  he 
will  take  pleasure  in  carrying  out  such  measures  at  the 
Parliament  or  Chambers  may  think  proper  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  nation.  If  either  the  King  of  England  or 
the  King  of  France  were  to  threaten  a  veto,  neither  would 
hold  bis  crown  a  month,  if  he  would  escape  with  hie  bead. 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  an  impeachable  offence  for  any  ex- 
ecutive officer  of  Government  to  send  a  message  or  com- 
munication to  Congress  longer  than  a  column  of  an  ordi- 
nary newspaper,  unless,  after  that  space,  statistics  and 
tabular  exhibits  should  require  more. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  sent  us  a  volume  of 
eighty-eight  large  pages,  laying  off  his  subject,  like  the 
monster  in  grave  history,  into  "seven  heads  and  ton 
horns."  I  have  read  it  by  candlelight  and  by  daylight ; 
and  in  groping  through  it  for  a  clear  idea,  I  could  not  find 
one  t  Now  and  then  you  will  find  a  beggarly  thought 
enshrouded  in  a  whole  mist  and  cloud  of  words.  Bnt  his 
thoughts  and  ideas  are  like  the  arts  of  the  cuttle-fish, 
which,  naturalists  inform  us,  when  pursued,  throws  out, 
as  quick  as  magic,  a  dark  liquid  which  embarraseee  and 
bewilders  its  pursuers,  whilst  it  escapes  from  pursuit  amid 
its  own  self-created  darkness.  You  pursue  bis  thought", 
but  in  the  pursuit  you  are  left  in  darkness.  If  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  4  man  of  delicate  slid  refined  feelinis,  I 
would  not  have  suffered  the  perturbation  of  mind  which  he 
must  have  endured,  whilst  he  was  thinking  of  and  writing 
that  report,  for  all  the  public  money  which  he  has  handled 
for  the  last  four  years.  I  could  never  fully  realize  to  my  mind 
the  description  which  Milton  has  given  of  one  of  his  he- 
roes, who  was  confused  and  disappointed,  until  I  read  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report.  Milton  describes  a 
personage  who  attempted  a  great  reform— not,  perhaps,  in 
currency,  but  in  civil  government — (and  in  quoting  Mil 
ton  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  criticisms  of  my 
eloquent  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Honrs*:*,]  and  my 
no  less  able  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickihs,  ] 
who  have  rendered  him,  by  their  able  review,  of  ruch 
questionable  authority.)  This  reformer  was  disappointed, 
as  the  Secretary  baa  been,  and  was  humbled  from  his  high 
estate ;  and  "  nine  times  the  space  which  measures  day 
and  night  to  mortal  man,"  he  lay  counfounded,  though 
immortal."  And  if  that  immortal  personegc  could  not  re- 
cover his  faculties  for  nine  days,  amidst  the  ruin  around 
him,  why  should  we  be  surprised  that  it  should  take  Mr. 
Woodbury,  who  is  only  mortal,  nine  limes  nine  days  lo 
regain  his,  amid  die  distress  and  ruin  which  be  has  crea- 
ted ?  In  good  sooth,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  con- 
founded whilst  writing.  Indeed,  1  am  sstisticd  that  lie 
had  not  regained  any  of  his  faculties  save  his  «•  mod<  at 
assurance,"  when  he  asked  Congress  to  give  him  these 
powers,  and  to  make  him,  according  to  bis  will  and  judg- 
ment, tbc  sole  receiver  and  di»bur>er  of  the  public  mo- 
ney s. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  claim  the  kind  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  whilst  I  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration granting  it  additional  (I  might  say  unlimited) 
powers.  I  feel  conscious,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  whatever  I 
may  say  can  have  but  little  weight  in  thia  House  or  with 
the  nation  ;  but  I  should  be  happy  if  I  could  flatter  myself 
that  any  thought  which  I  may  express  would  awaken  re- 
flection in  the  mind  of  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
citisen  not  a  member.  The  dsy  was,  Mr.  Chairman, 
when  a  public  officer  thought  himself  an  officer  of  the  coun- 
try and  responsible  to  the  laws.  Things  have  changed. 
Now,  every  officer,  however  important  or  insignificant, 
considers  himself  an  executive  officer,  and  responsible  to 
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the  Executive.  This  modern  doctrine  has  obtained,  and  | 
therefore  I  mart  consider  the  bill  in  relation  to  modern 
usage  and  construction.  Still,  I  will  offer  my  protest 
against  the  construction.  It  might  be  more  curious  than 
profitable  to  account  for  this  transition  of  custom  and  con- 
struction. Perhaps  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact,  that,  as 
Oeneral  Jackson  had  overwhelming  popularity,  and  re- 
warded most  liberally  his  partisan  friends,  each  who  felt 
anxious  to  be  promoted  thought  that,  by  placing  himself 
under  the  executive  wing  and  will,  he  would  sooner  be  re- 
warded for  his  servility  ;  and  Congress,  under  the  zeal  of 
party  feeling,  thought  that  their  friend  and  chief  could  not 
err— that  the  President  could  do  no  wrong"— and  there- 
fore acquiesced.  Whilst  I  kuow  this  to  be  the  prevailing 
construction  in  this  (louse  and  out  of  it,  still  I  will  venture, 
perhaps  with  temerity,  to  express  my  disagreement. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  an  officer  not  known 
in  the  constitution.  Then,  under  the  constitution  he  can 
daim  no  powers.  He  has  been  created  by  law,  and  to 
that  law  he  should  look  for  not  only  bis  existence  as  an  of- 
ficer of  Government,  but  for  the  powers  and  duties  which 
have  been  assigned  to  him.  And  he  should  look  to  all 
the  laws  (and  not  to  the  Executive)  which  assign  him  du- 
ties, for  the  quantity  and  discretion  of  duty  which  may  bo 
imposed  upon  him  to  discharge.  He  ia  not  to  look  to  the 
nominating  power  for  his  authority  of  action,  but  to  the 
creating  power.  The  law  brings  him  into  being,  and  tbe 
law  alone  rightfully  prescribes  his  power  of  action.  The 
Executive  might  have  exercised  tho  constitutional  negative 
at  the  time  of  his  creation ;  but  it  gavo  its  sanction  to  the 
law,  and  in  that  sanction  it  yielded  its  acquiescence  to  all 
the  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  which  run 
with  and  arc  contained  in  the  law  of  his  creation,  and  to 
the  subsequent  laws  which  enlarge  or  restrain  his  sphere  of 
duty.  A  question  of  great  interest  might  here  naturally 
arise,  whether  the  powers  granted  by  (he  constitution  and 
those  granted  by  the  laws  should  be  decided  by  a  common 
rule  of  interpretation.  I  have  not  the  time  now,  if  I  pos- 
tered the  ability,  to  make  an  argument  upon  the  true  rules 
of  construction  of  both  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  t 
will  content  myself  for  tho  present  by  quoting  a  rule  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ingrrsoll,  in  1831. 
"A  constitution,  (says  Mr.  Madison,)  being  derived  from 
a  superior  authority,  [to  the  lawa,]  is  to  be  expounded  and 
obeyed,  not  controlled  or  vnried,  by  tbe  subordinate  au- 
thority of  a  legislature.  A  law,  on  the  other  hand,  resting 
on  no  higher  authority  than  that  possessed  by  every  suc- 
cessive legislature,  its  expediency  as  well  as  its  meaning  is 
within  the  scope  of  tlie  latter."  If  this  rule  ia  correct,  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  direct  his  eye  to  Congress 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and  not  ruukc  him- 
self, as  he  bos  made  himself,  or  allowed  himself  to  be  made, 
the  supple  instrument  in  the  executive  hands. 

Those  who  urge  that  ike  President  has  entire  control 
over  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  becauso  he  has  the 
power  under  the  constitution  to  nominate  to  office,  run  in- 
to error ;  and,  in  order  to  tnako  their  construction  more 
plausible,  assume  (what  is  not  the  fact)  that  the  Secretary 
in  a  mere  subordinate  auxiliary  officer  of  the  Executive  de- 
partment ;  that  tho  Presider.t  is  not  only  responsible  for  his 
own  acts,  but  is  responsible  for  tho  acts  of  all  officers  of 
Government  whom  he  may  nominate;  and  being  responsi- 
ble, they  maintain,  for  the  acta  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  has  a  right  to  control  the  actions  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  to  assume,  in  the  Secretary's  stead,  the  entire 
responsibility  of  the  Secretary's  acts.  Tho  President,  I 
humbly  conceive,  has  the  mere  right  to  nominate  (or  he 
limy  suspend)  a  person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  the  Senate,  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Executive,  quoad  the  appointing  power,  have 
a  right  to  confirm  or  to  reject  the  nominee.  This  gives  no 
power  to  either  to  control  the  actions  of  the  Secretary.  But 


it  is  the  law  that  throws  dignity  and  duties  around  the  Sec- 
retary, and  the  Inw  assigns  his  powers  and  his  obligations. 
For  the  fidelity  of  discharging  his  duties,  he  becomes  re- 
sponsible neither  to  the  nominating  nor  the  appointing 
power,  but  he  becomes  only  res]>onsiMe  himself  to  the  law ; 
and  for  an  infraction  of  tho  law  or  malfeasance  in  office  be 
ia  amenable  to  the  law,  and  answerable  before  tribunals  ad- 
equate to  pronounce  decision  of  acquittal  or  condemnation 
for  all  of  his  official  act*.  The  President  may  nominate— 
Congress  can  abolish.  If  the  modern  doctrine  is  correct, 
as  has  been  assumed,  that  the  right  of  the  President  to 
nominate  to  offico  carries  with  it  a  right  to  control  the  acts 
of  a  Secretary,  then  the  President,  who  ha*  legisbitive  pow- 
er as  well  as  executive  duties  to  perform,  (for  no  law  can 
be  passed  without  the  signature  of  tbe  President,)  can,  by 
a  parity  of  reasoning,  not  only  interpret  and  control,  and 
arrest  the  operation  of  the  law  which  ho  has  signed,  (as  bos 
been  done,)  but  he  can  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  and 
find  his  justification,  not  in  tho  sanctions  of  that  instrument, 
or  iu  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but  by  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  outraging  both — seek  his  justification  in 
making  an  appeal,  not  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  but 
to  the  American  people,  to  countenance  his  attack  upon  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  upon  the  co-ordinate  depart- 
ments of  Government— for  assuming  sole  executive  and  le- 
gislative power — and  for  arrogating  uncontrolled  power 
over  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  and  the  currency  and 
money  of  the  Government.  When  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  several  States  framed  tbe  constitution,  they 
aligned  the  President  his  duties,  and  required  him,  in  the 
discharge  of  those  official  duties,  to  make  his  conduct  quad- 
rate with  that  instrument;  nowhere  recognising  his  right 
to  control  a  public  officer  in  the  discbarge  of  hia  legal  du- 
ties ;  nowhere  recognising  bis  right,  in  justification  of  an 
infraction  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  appeal  to  the 
people,  in  order  to  gain  their  sympathy  or  contempt,  their 
forgiveness  or  their  censure.  Every  usurper  appeals  to  the 
people;  Cssar  appealed  to  the  people;  so  did  Cromwell 
and  Bonaparte ;  all  deceived  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  each  trampled  upon  their  liberties.  A  candidate  for  of- 
fice may  appeal  to  tlie  |>enple — a  public  officer  should  ap- 
peal to  the  law ;  and  if  the  law  will  not  suit  the  people,  they 
can  order  their  representatives  to  alter  it.  Wliether  thcau 
views  are  correct  or  not,  they  are  still  the  sentiments  I  c«- 
tertaiiM  and,  holding  them,  I  am  free  to  give  them  utter- 
ance; for  I  believe  this  to  be  a  time  when  every  represent- 
ative of  the  people  should  think  audibly. 

The  law  of  September  11,  1788,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department,"  declares,  in  the  first 
section, 

"That  there  shall  be  a  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  a  Comptroller,  an  Auditor,  a 
Treasurer,  a  Register,"  Ac. 

"Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  Comptroller  to  su- 
perintend the  adjustment  and  preservation  of  the  public  ac- 
counts ;  to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by  tho  Auditor, 
and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon  to  the  Rcgirtrr ; 
to  countersign  all  warrants  drawn  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  shall  be  warranted  by  law ;  to  report  to 
the  Secretary  the  official  forms  of  all  papers  to  be  issued 
in  tlie  different  office*  for  collecting  tho  public  revenue, 
and  the  maimer  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  the  ac- 
counts of  tho  several  persons  employed  therein.  Ho  shall, 
moreover,  provide  for  the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of 
alt  moneys  which  may  be  collected,"  dec. 

"  Sec.  4.  That  it  shall  be  tho  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
disburse  the  same  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  record- 
ed by  tbe  Register,  and  not  otherwise.  He  shall  lake  re- 
ceipts for  all  moneys  paid  by  him,  and  all  receipts  for  mon- 
eys received  by  him  shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants  signed 
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by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury  ;  without  which  warrant, 
ho  signed,  no  acknowledgment  of  money  received  into 
tbe  public  Treasury  shall  be  valid.  And  the  aaid  Treas- 
urer ahall  render  his  account  to  tho  Comptroller  quarterly, 
(or  oflener,  if  required,)  and  ahall  trauaniil  a  copy  thereof, 
when  settled,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  ahall, 
moreover,  on  tbe  third  day  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
by  before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  fair 
and  aecurato  copies  of  all  accounts  by  him,  from  time  to 
time,  rendered  to  ai>d  settled  with  the  Comptroller,  as 
aforoaaid  ;  as  also  a  true  aud  perfect  account  of  the  slate 
of  the  Treasury.  He  shall  at  all  times  submit  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  tbe  Comptroller,  or  cither  of 
them,  the  inspection  of  tbe  moneys  in  bis  bands;  and 
ahall,  prior  to  tho  entering  upon  tne  duties  of  bis  office, 
give  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Comptroller,  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  aud  fifty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the 
United  .Slates,  with  condition  for  tbe  faithful  performance 
of  tbe  dutiea  of  his  office,  and  lor  the  fidelity  of  tbe  per- 
sons  to  be  by  hiui  employed ;  which  bond  ahall  be  lodged 
in  tbe  office  of  tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States." 

Section  5  assigns  tbe  duties  of  the  Auditor. 

Section  6,  of  the  Register. 

"  8ec.  8.  That  no  person  appointed  to  any  office  insti- 
tuted by  this  act  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  concerned 
or  interested  in  carrying  on  tbe  business  of  trade  or  com- 
merce ;  or  be  owner,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  any  sea  ves- 
sel ;  or  purchase,  by  himself,  or  another  in  trust  for  him, 
any  public  lands  or  other  public  property  ;  or  be  concern- 
ed iu  the  purchase  or  disposal  of  any  public  securities  of 
auy  State  or  of  tbe  United  States;  or  take  or  apply  to  bis 
own  use  any  emolument  or  gain  for  negotiating  or  trans- 
acting any  business  with  tbe  said  Department,  other  than 
«li all  be  allowed  by  law.  And  if  any  person  shall  offend 
against  any  of  the  prohibitions  of  this  act,  he  ahall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and  for- 
feit to  the  United  States  the  penalty  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  removed  from  office, 
and  forever  thereafter  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  Stoles,"  &c. 

In  1817,  March  3,  four  Auditors  were  created,  and  one 
Comptroller,  additional ;  but  the  restraints  upon  eacb  officer 
are  a*  great  as  iu  the  law  of  1798. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  pause  here  fur  a  moment 
to  admire  the  great  wisdom  and  foresight  of  the  wise 
framei*  of  these  statutes  in  guarding  the  public  moneys 
of  the  people,  by  tbe  variety  of  officers  which  they  have 
created  to  be  guards  and  checks  upon  each  other.  They 
knew  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  and  its  iru potency  to 
resist  the  sedoclive  influence  of  temptation.  By  these 
statutes,  wo  find  that  even  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury 
coii  Id  not  touch  one  dollar  of  the  public  money  ;  that  be 
bad  as  little  control  over  it  as  any  other  officer  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

By  the  extracts  of  the  statutes  which  I  have  read,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  same  law  which  created  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  created  co-ordinate,  and  I  maintain  co- 
c.|ual,  officers  of  that  Department,  who  arc  as  independ- 
ent of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  they  are  independ- 
ent of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  who  are  as  independent  of 
the  President  as  they  are  independent  of  each  other.  They 
arc  not  to  look  to  any  power  but  the  law,  and  that  they 
are  to  obey.  The  Treasurer  is  required  to  give  a  largo 
liond.  To  whom  1  to  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  !  No, 
fir,  to  the  nation.  Then  he  is  responsible  to  the  nation, 
and  not  to  the  Secretary.  The  co  ordinate  officers,  the 
Comptrollers,  the  Auditors,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Regis- 
tor,  hold  no  responsibility  to  the  Secretary  ;  Congress  have 
appointed  them  guard*  upon  the  public  money  and 
the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  ;  and  I  fondly  hope 


they  will  so  regard  themselves.  Rumor  had  reached  my 
ear,  upon  tbe  wings  of  tbe  wind,  that  some  officers  have 
been  considered  too  honestly  fahhful  to  tbe  law,  and  would 
not  bend  to  advice  from  a  particular  direction.  It  will  be 
understood  where  I  wish  it  to  be,  when  I  any  to  them,  be 
firm  and  faithful  to  tbe  law  and  your  duty.  I  wif)  say  to 
those  officers  in  Washington  and  out  of  it,  whether  I  know 
them  or  not,  whether  they  are  Conservatives,  Whigs,  or 
Van  Buren  men,  as  long  as  they  are  faithful  to  the  laws, 
and  firmly  resolved  to  do  their  duty,  I  beg  tbem  to  consider 
me  as  their  friend.  Let  tbem  do  their  duty  to  tbe  people 
and  the  laws,  and,  if  persecution  should  assail  them,  I  care 
not  how  dark  the  cloud,  bow  fearful  the  storm,  a*  long  as 
I  have  a  place  on  this  floor  I  will  raise  my  bumble  voice 
in  their  defence. 

But,  to  examine  for  a  moment  tbe  bill  on  your  table. 
What  does  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  propose  by 
that  bill  ?  In  a  bill  of  ten  little  sections,  to  blot  out  from 
your  statute  book  all  the  many  laws  which  created,  tegu- 
latrd,  restricted,  and  restrained  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury ;  and  to  destroy  tbe  enactments  of  our  forefather!*, 
which  so  cautiously  guarded  tbe  public  moneys  of  tbe 
people.  To  destroy  the  power,  or  to  surrender  it,  of  tbe 
Congress  of  the  United  States  over  tbe  revenues  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  place  it  all  iu  tho  bands  and  under  tbe  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  .  This  is  not  all ;  tbe  bill 
proposes  more:  it  propose*  to  give  to  tbe  Secretary,  singly 
and  alone,  not  only  power  over  tbe  money  of  the  nation, 
but  it  also  invests  bim  with  legislative  powers.  It  pro- 
poses, iu  the  very  first  section,  after  aaying  that  "  tbe  col- 
lector* of  the  customs,"  "  postmasters,"  dec,  shall  be 
"receivers"  aud  ''fiscal  agents,"  that  they  shall  be  gov- 
erned "  by  any  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department" 
"  which,  in  its  wisdom,  it  may  think  necessary,"  Sec.  In 
the  fourth  section,  after  saying  that  the  receiving  officers  of 
the  revenues  "may  be  allowed  any  necessary  additional 
expenses  for  clerks,  fire-proof  chests  or  vaults,  (aa  if  the 
keeper  of  the  key  of  a  vault  could  not  have  the  same  ready 
access  to  it  as  he  would  havo  to  his  own  private  bureau,) 
or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe-keeping,  transferring 
end  disbursing  said  moneys ;  all  such  expenses,  of  every 
character,  to  be  first  expressly  authorized  by  tbe  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury,  whoso  direction  upon  all  the  above  sub- 
jects, by  way  of  regulation  and  otherwise,  are  to  be  strictly 
followed  by  all  the  said  officers." 

In  the  fifth  section,  be  has  the  power  "  to  appoint  spe- 
cial agents,  as  occasion  may  require,  with  such  reasonable 
compensation  as  he  may  allow;"  "  and  reports  are  to  be 
made  in  all  cases,  as  tbe  Secretary  in  his  discretion  ahall 
direct." 

I  ask  any  candid  mind  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  language 
to  give  more  absolute  and  unqualified  power  over  tbo 
money  of  the  nation,  aud  over  every  officer  wbo  is  to  re- 
ceive or  pay  it,  than  is  given  by  this  bill  to  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury  1  Can  such  a  measure  ever  receive  the 
(miction  of  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  freemen  ? 
That  such  a  bill  should  he  received  iu  this  House,  without 
exciting  the  strongest  feeliuga  of  indignation,  surprises  me. 
That  this  House  should  patiently  allow  any  committee  to 
ask  them,  without  prompt  resentment,  to  surrender  their 
rights,  and  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  represent,  into 
the  hands  of  one  single  individual,  excites  my  distrust  for 
tho  spirit  of  its  independence.  Even  the  slavi.-h  meml 
of  a  Turkish  divan  would  rebel  agaiust  such  a 
If  the  representatives  of  the  people  abandon  their  interests 
on  this  floor,  I  have  greatly  mistaken  tbe  genius  and  char- 
acter of  my  countrymen,  if  they  will  not  quickly  abandon 
tbom.  I  use  this  language  in  no  spirit  of  censure  or  threat, 
but  in  prophecy. 

We  have  wandered  beyond  our  reckoning;  we  have  becu 
floating  in  an  unknown  sea  !  and  our  pilots  are  ignorant  of 
the  was,  the  winds,  and  the  stars.  This  tbey  have  proved  ; 


uign 


zed  by  Google 


15L7 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1518 


Oct.  IS,  1837.] 


Sub-Drtatury  Bill. 


[H.  or  R. 


I 

by  the  opponents  of  that 
nil  Uiedire  effects 
,  If  that 


but  atiU  they  eaB  011  a<s  to  trust  to  them,  olthough  they 
have  run  us  aground;  they  promise  to  ran  on  Mother 
tack,  and  say  they  can  escape  the  reefc  mod  breaker*. 
They  are  in  a  fag ,  bat  are  still  determined  to  rush  reck- 
Jesriy  on,  instead  of  uring  the  anchor,  and  run  the  ship  of 
stale  they  know  not  where. 

It  is  a  good,  a  safe  maxim  with  the  merchant* — I  hope 
and  tru-t  it  will  become  the  maxim  of  the  farmers  and  the 
to  trust  those  twice,  who  have  deceived 

third  Congresn,  one  of  the  youngest  (I  know  the  humblest) 
members  on  this  floor.  When  the  rash,  now  all  know  the 
ttuitiotti,  experiment  w«*  proposed,  slmoflt  the  entire  Ex- 
ecutive party  predicted  that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a 
golden  era — thet-every  raerhaiwc  would  have  all  hi*  pockets 
^filled  with  gold.  I  might  -read  extract,  from  fifty 
4o  peeve  this  assertion,  if  H 
-extract*  from  fifty  speeches, 
measure,  to  prove  that  they  predicted 
which  the  whole  nation  are  00 w 
visionary  scheme  should  be  adapted. 

What  wore  then  promise*  -on  the  one  aide  have  proved 
as  deoeptiee  sb  what  waa  than  prediction  on  the  other  is 
«>ow  sad  reality.    If  the  half-starred  children,  and  the  hag- 
jrard  looks  of  their  miserable  mothers  and  agonized  fathers, 
which  we  all  have  left  behind  ua  in  oar  districts,  be  not 
*uftkieat  proot  of  the  fcet,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  evidence 
•of  the  tact  that  the  President  has  convoked  ua  at  this  on- 
Reasonable  iind  unubitsl  poriod-   W  hen  I  bsw  then  around 
•ate  the  grave  and  arxperienced,  the  learned  and  practical 
men,  di«cu»«ing  the  whole  policy  of  oar  currency  and  our 
<J<.v<T«ineat,  J  fek  loo  distrustful  of  my  ability,  though 
-confident  iu  my  judgment,  to  participate  in  that  debate. 
But  when  I  have  seen  that  experiment  fail,  and  the  same 

"which  I  believe  will  maee  'the  rich  poor  and  the  poor  miser- 
able— I  am  unwilling  to  be  a  silent  voter  J  and,  however  limi- 
<ted  my  rsage  of  thought  and  ability,  I  am  still  resolved  to 
speak  the  inmost  feelings  of  my  mind,  if  (his  fpeecli  were 
to  be  my  Jim ;  for  diffidence  in  this  crisis  1  do  not  regard  a 
srirtoe. 

What  is  the  character*'  oorourrency  now  *  what  ia  the 
character  of  our  exchangee  1  what,  let  me  ask  you,  ia  the 
condition  of  our  people  I  Miserable  beyond  description  or 
parallel.  Whnt  were  the  people  promised,  if  tbey  would 
go  against  the  United  States  Bank,  and  go  for  the  humbug 
experiment !  They  were  promised  all  tbat  the  imagination 
eouM  throw  out  to  eager  hope.  The  fanner  was  told  tbat 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  checked  his  energies  and 
caused  11  failure  in  hi*  wheat  crops;  the  mechanic  was  told 
that  he  would  never  be  a  rich  man  as  long  as  there  was  a 
t'nitod  .States  Bank  ;  the  merchant  wan  told  that  exchanges 
would  be  improved  if  he  would  hut  aid  in  destroying  the 
r;  the  professional  man  was  led  to  believe  that  he 
have  a  patient,  or  a  client,  or  a  marital  rile  to 
perform,  if  be  did  not  join  in  a  cry  against  Nick  Biddle 
and  the  bank.  All  were  promised,  and  too  many  believed, 
that  if  they  would  war  against  the  monster  bank  the  whole 
land  would  flow  in  gold  and  eilver ;  that  the  imagination  of 
the  travelling  Spaniard  through  South  America  would  be 
changed  from  conceit  to  vivid  and  tangible  reality  ;  that  the 
houses  woo  Id  be  covered  with  gold  and  lilver;  that  the 
trees  would  bear  ambrosial  fruits  of  vegetable  gold ;  that  iho 
whole  nation  would  be  an  El  Dorado  and  a  specie  paradise ; 
that  all  might  voloptuoosly  live  without  working,  and  be 
rub  without  industry.  Tbt*  picture  was  delightful  to  the 
imaginaiion,  and  it  required  the  sternest  philosophy  to  re- 
sist ite  captivating  influence.  For  who,  Mr.  Chairman, 
would  lah'ir  for  wealth,  if  he  can  gain  it  by  idleness  ! 

The  people  were  promised  the  same  national  and  indi- 
vidual blessings  which  a  notorious  reformer  in  England 

"If 


"There  shall  be,  in  England,  seven  half-penny  loaves 
sold  for  a  penny;  the  three-hooped  pot  shall  have  ten 
hoops;  and  I  will  make  it  felony  to  drink  small  beer ;  all 
the  realm  shall  be  in  common." 

"  Away,  born  all  the  records  of  the  realm." 

The  last  part  of  this  promise  is  the  first  which  has  been 
kept.  The  constitution  enjoins  upon  each  House  of  Con- 
gress to  keep  a  journal  of  records.  The  Senate  have  ex- 
punged their  record.  I  would  to  Heaven,  for  the  honor 
and  fame  of  the  nation,  that,  after  expunging,  tbey  bad 
burnt  the  record,  so  that  the  infamy  of  the  act  might  hare 
been  consumed  with  Ihc  record ! 

Sir,  you  have  falsified  all  ypur  predictions  and  your 
promises  to  the  people,  and  atill  you  hare  the  temerity  to 
ask  them  to  go  with  you  in  another  crude  and  untried  ex- 
periment, which  shows  upon  ite  face  a  delusive  hope  and 
a  ruinous  consequence.  Sir,  yon  claim  to  be  the  poor 
man's  only  friend,  and  you  have  brought  the  poor  man  to 
poverty  and  ruin. 

You  are  consulting  your  own  ambitious  aggrandizement 
at  the  expense  of  the  misery  and  suffering  of  the  people. 
With  consciousness  of  error,  you  atill  persist  in  wrong. 
You  first  induced  the  people  to  wage  with  you  a  war  upon 
the  I  nited  State*  Bank,  and  promised  them  better  things 
and  more  prosperous  times ;  you  have  not  realized  the 
hopes  you  awakened.  You  now  tell  the  people  to 
war  against  all  bank* — and  the  very  pets  upon 
relied  aa  your  instruments  to  effect  a  better 
Yea,  air,  you  have  done  all  ibis;  and  now,  by  your  Ex- 
ecutive*! recommendation,  you  wish  to  create  a  universal 
bankrupt  law.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Judiciary  hs«,  creditably  to  himself,  and— I  re- 
turn him  my  acknowledgments— to  the  committee,  in- 
formed yoa  that  he  ia  not  prepared  at  this  time  and  at  this 
session  to  obey  the  executive  will  in  that  request.  Yet 
the  Senate's  committee  have  re  period  a  trill  to  annihilate 
the  banks  of  this  Diatrict — a  step,  I  suppose,  preparatory 
to  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

(Here  Mr.  JoiKeox  was  informed  by  a  voice  from  be- 
hind bim  that  ibe  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate [Mr.  Oauanr]  had  asked  leave  that  morning  in  the 
Senate  to  he  relieved  from  the  consideration  of  the  execu- 
tive request,  to  establish  a  general  bankrupt  law  against 
the  banks.] 

Mr.  J.  said,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  voice  which  I 
hear,  and  to  the  honoiable  member  from  whom  it  proceed- 
ed, for  the  information  which  be  has  given  me  ;  I  was  not 
apprized  of  it  before.  1  regard  it  aa  an  omen  of  better 
things;  I  congratulate  this  House,  I  congratulate  the 
country,  upon  the  fact,  that,  as  pliant  aa  the  Senate  have 
been,  they  have  not  been  so  reck  fees  of  the  public  interest 
as  lo  go  with  the  Executive  in  all  its  mad  and  violent  pro- 
jects. I  have  now,  for  almost  the  first  time,  some  hope 
is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  this  House,  to  check 
of  the  crude  and  ruinous  measures  of  the 
Executive;  and  I  feel  animated  with  freeh  and  enlivening 
sentiments.  But,  «ir,  to  resume  the  entangled  thread  of 
my  discourse. 

Yoa  found  it  popular  with  the  public  taste  to  go  against 
the  United  States  Bank.  But,  remember,  when  you  got 
the  people  to  go  with  you,  yon  promised  a  better  curren- 
cy, and  a  baiter  system  of  exchanges;  you  promised  them 
gold  for  bank  notes,  and  prosperity  in  their  business  for 
what  you  called  bank  oppression.  The  scheme  took  well 
on  the  start,  but  failed  in  those  results;  and  now,  because 
you  deceived  the  people  once,  you  would  fain  believe  that 
you  can  make  them  think  that  it  is  now  the  Bute  banks— 
your  pets — that  have  caused  all  this  misery  and  suffering. 
You  are  really,  now,  attempting  a  bold  experiment  on 
human  credulity.    Sir,  you  seem  to  revel  instead  of  sym- 


pathizing in  the  distr 


of  human  beings :  you  first  de- 
by  miriesdtng.  You 
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think,  because  you  got  popular  feeling  against  the  United 
State*  Bank,  you  ran  now  direct  it  against  State  bank*, 
against  all  banks.  If  that  fails,  then  to  direct  it  againat 
all  rich  men,  and  adopt  the  levelling,  the  agrarian  system. 

Sir,  when  I  read,  in  my  early  youth,  Rochefoucault's 
maxima,  one  (although  he  seemed  to  "understand  the 
human  heart  on  though  he  had  made  it")  I  marked  with 
my  pencil  at  the  time,  as  wrong  and  impossible — the  max- 
im where  he  says  "that  there  U  something  in  the  dis- 
tresses of  our  friends  which  does  not  displease  us."  Al- 
though I  read  Dean  Swift's  approval  of  it,  who  was  well 
read  in  the  secret  impulses  of  human  action,  still  I  doubt- 
ed.   He  describes  it  better  in  verse— 

"  As  Roche  fcnicault  his  maxima  drew 
From  nature,  I  believe  them  true ; 
'1  his  hut i m,  mure  than  all  the  rest, 
Too  base  'us  lhou°hl  for  human  breast 
Thm,  in  tht  diilrtttti  of  our  friends, 
ir«  Arst  contuit  our  private  rnd§ ; 
Ami  nature,  kindly  bent  to  earn  us, 
Points  out  torn*  ciicumMtanee  topUas-.  us  ." 

Sir,  I  begin  to  doubt,  and  am  almost  inclined  to  believe, 
that,  in  the  unsophisticated  thoughts  of  less  experienced 
life,  I  was  wrong — when  I  have  seen  and  witnessed  the 
great  excitement  which  was  brought  to  bear  in  the  public 
mind  against  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  how 
completely  politicians  succeeded  in  elevating  themselves, 
by  destroying  that  institution  ;  although,  in  its  destruction, 
their  friends,  as  well  as  their  opponents,  were  whelmed  in 
the  same  common  distress  and  ruin.  Whether  some  of 
these  same  politicians  have  not  looked  on  the  general  ruin 
and  misery  with  complacency,  and  at  least  consoled  them- 
selves that,  as  the  first  experiment  acted  politically  (if  not 
financially)  well,  they  could  now  turn  the  indignation  of 
the  people  from  themselves  againat  the  Slate  banks ;  and  if 
that  should  result  n*  the  first  experiment  has  terminated, 
and  ihe  people  should  still  suffer  distress,  that  they  would 
say  to  them,  to  complete  the  glorious  reform  in  our  cur- 
rency and  money  affairs  the  people  must  go  one  step  fur- 
ther,  and  it  will  be  hut  one  step,  and  direct  their  indigna- 
tion against  every  rich  man;  and  that  there  is  no  freedom 
where  there  is  not  an  equal  distribution  of  property ;  that, 
to  be  free,  we  must  have  the  agrarian  locofoco  feeling  to 
triumph;  that — 

"  All  the  realm  shall  be  in  common." 

Sir,  every  feeling  of  my  nature  startle*  at  auch  a  mon- 
strous doctrine.  The  doctrine  U  avowed  by  few,  but  many 
are  acting  in  the  way  to  cause  such  a  result.  It  will  fail, 
I  predict.  I  know  it  will  fail.  There  is  too  much  honor 
and  integrity  in  the  composition  of  the  American  character 
ever  to  allow  such  a  doctrine  to  prevail.  There  is  too 
much  honesty  and  worth  with  the  unaspiring  portion  of 
our  farmer*  and  mechanics  to  suffer  *uch  sentiment*  to  ob- 
tain a  place  in  any  honest  bosom.  I  believe  that  one-half 
of  those  politicians  who  talk  so  much  about  the  poor,  are 
their  worst  enemies ;  I  judge  so,  because  their  measures 
are  nut  calculated  to  aid,  but  to  oppress,  the  indigent. 
Professions  of  patriotism  have  become  trito  and  stale.  I 
judge,  and  would  urge  the  whole  nation  to  judge,  of  pub- 
lic men,  not  by  their  professions,  but  by  their  acts ;  it  is 
the  safest  test.  The  pinching  distresses  of  the  people  will 
forre  them  to  adopt  it.  You  have  touched  the  must  sen- 
sitive nerve  in  the  American  system.  You  have  touched 
the  pocket  nerve,  and  it  communicate*  directly  to  the  think- 
ing faculties  of  the  mind.  "  Of  all  rebellions,"  said  Lord 
Bscon,     those  of  the  belly  are  the  worst." 

The  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  rich  ond 
the  poor,  which  is  so  often  hinted  at  in  the  message,  is  delu- 
sive, because  it  is  false.  The  President  allude*  to  the 
people  and  to  the  poor  to  gain  their  favor,  but  recommends 
nothing  to  relieve  their  embarrassment*.  If  he  turn*  hi* 
eye  at  all  to  the  suffering*  of  the  people,  it  is  a  qui 
long  look  that  fall*  upon  them 


He  will  not  carry  their  produce  to  market,  or  think  about 
their  exchanges.  The  Emperor  of  China  ploughs  a  fur- 
row every  year  in  respect  to  agriculture.  The  President 
might  have  written  one  line  in  his  message  in  favor  of  that 
interest.  And  yet  politicians  talk  about  the  poor — the 
laboring  men— the  very  men  who  have  suffered  the  most 
by  their  pretended  friendship. 

We  hear  the  terms  of"  the  poor"  and  "  tbe  aristocrats" 
used  in  every  public  place  and  in  every  public  document. 
These  epithets  are  unjust  when  applied  to  the  people.  We 
hove  no  such  distinctive  ciaases;  end  f" 
who  denounce  the  honest  man  who  has  made  a 
fortune  by  honest  industry  and  frugality  as 
are  themselves  the  worst  sort  of  aristocrats. 

As  General  Foy,  in  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
was  enlarging  with  much  earnestness  in  a  discussion  in 
the  Chamber,  and  had  just  used  the  word  "aristocracy," 
a  voice  from  one  of  the  ministers  asked  him  to  define  it. 
"  Aristocracy,"  he  replied  at  once,  and  quickly—"  Aris- 
tocracy, in  the  nineteenth  century,  is  tbe  league,  the  coa- 
lition, of  those  who  wish  to  consume  without  producing, 
live  without  working,  occupy  ail  public  places  without 
being  competent  to  fill  them,  seize  upon  all  honors  with- 
out meriting  them  :  that  is  aristocrscy." 

This  I  regard  as  a  true  and  practical  definition  of  the 
word.  It  is  as  just  as  it  was  happy.  There  is  no  such 
clsss  in  this  country  as  tbe  poor,  if  you  will  exclude  the 
tenants  of  the  almshouse*.  Every  man  in  this  country, 
who  works  at  daily  labor,  gains  wealth  enough  to  secure 
him  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  many  of  its  luxuries;  is 
well  fed  and  well  clothed ;  and  has,  at  the  end  of  tbe  year, 
spare  money  and  feels  properly  as  proud  and  as  independ- 
ent as  any  man  in  the  nation.  He  knows  that  whilst  he 
is  one  of  the  people,  he  is  part  of  the  Government ;  that 
his  voice  is  felt  and  obeyed  as  much  as  if  he  had  miU'ion*. 
He  knows  that,  whilst  he  has  to  labor  bard,  the  laws  uOI 
protect  him  in  his  rights,  and  in  the  possession  of  tUs  re- 
wards of  his  industry. 

The  laws  of  our  country,  of  every  State  in  the  Union, 
prevent  a  large  accumulntion  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the 
few.  The  accumulalion  of  one  generation  is  divided  with 
the  descendants  in  the  next.  All  that  is  wanted  to  acquire 
wealth  is  stability  in  wise  laws  to  regulate  the  currency. 
Repeated  fluctuations  and  changes,  such  as  our  rulers  have 
produced,  cause  want  of  confidence,  and  finally  distress. 
Confidence  causes  credit ;  and  a  system  of  credit,  when 
controlled  within  cautious  limits,  adds  to  individual  enter- 
prise, which  augments  the  woalth  of  the  nation.  Credit 
is  the  poor  man's  capital ;  and  by  it,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  the  nation  ia  benefited  ;  for  every  individual  is  more 
anxious  to  preserve  the  rectitude  of  his  integrity  and 
honesty,  when  he  knows,  that  by  doing  so,  it  may  advance) 
his  wealth  and  prosperity.  The  rich  man  of  last  year  is 
tbe  poor  man  thit ;  and  the  poor  man  this,  is  the  rich  man 
next  year;  so  tbe  changes  go  round  tbe  circle,  from  year 
to  year,  from  generation  to  generation.  From  some 
knowledge  of  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  Ststea,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  na  my  opinion,  that,  of  the  many  who  pos- 
sess great  weslth,  a  Isrger  number  of  them  have  started  from 
humble  means,  and  have  been  the  architecta  of  their  own 
fortunes,  than  those  who  have  derived  it  from  patrimonial 
inheritance. 

By  tbe  lav.  a  of  descent  of  the  8ttte»,  it  is  impossible 
that  any  family  or  clsss  of  individuals  ever  can  accuraulata 
so  much  wealth  as  to  he  enabled  to  oppress  any  portion  of 
tbe  people.  Public  functionaries  that  are  wise  should  be 
cautious  in  awakening  prejudices  sgsinst  sny  clsss  in  lbs 
communily,  when  the  interests  of  all  are  so  naturally  de- 
pendent upon  each  otber,  and  arc  knit  together  like  the 
woof  of  the  spider's  web,  so  that  whatever  i 
ranges  a  part  must  be  felt  at  the  most  remote 
sled  extremities.    They  should  bold  out,  by  establishing  a 
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safe  and  convertible  currency  and  wise  regulations  of  law, 
inducements  and  foci  lilies  to  the  needy  industrious  to  ac- 
cumulate property  ;  and,  in  this  way,  to  give  a  stimulus  to 
industry  ;  for  it  is  not  by  the  amount  of  specie  which  may 
be  in  a  nation  that  you  alone  arc  la  judge  of  its  prosperity 
and  its  wealth — a  better  criterion  is  its  productive  industry. 
A  man  who  acquires  property  accumulates  wealth;  ond 
when  he  bos  done  this,  he  can  soon  convert  it  into  monoy. 
The  man  who  has  but  a  thousand  dollars,  will  find  that  at 
six  per  cent,  it  would  support  him  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  for  a  month ;  but,  if  he  were  to  expend  it  in  Govern- 
ment lands  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  and  apply  his 
labor  upon  tko/e  lands,  the  production  would  not  only 
support  him  and  his  family,  but  the  surplus  of  his  produc- 
tions would  enable  him  annually  to  increase  his  wealth. 
But  he  must  have  either  the  capital  in  money,  or  the  capi- 
tal gained  by  his  credit ;  for  if  there  is  neither  capital  nor 
credit  in  the  country,  to  allow  him  to  establish  himself,  he 
must  be  forever  poor  and  miserable.  Then  I  maintain 
that,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  poor,  you  must  sup- 
ply them  with  the  facilities  of  acquiring  either  capital  or 
credit,  or  rather  of  both.  And  this  brings  me  to  an  im- 
portant part  of  our  inquiries  and  our  duties :  Whether  a 
nation  can  prosper  without  a  sound  and  abundant  convert- 
ible circulating  medium  T  whether  gold  and  filver  alone 
will  be  sufficient  to  promote  that  prosperity  1  and  whether 
the  poor  would  be  benefited  by  the  destruction  of  all  bank- 
ing institutions  ?  Not  having  had  time  to  arrange  a  regu- 
lar and  systematized  argument,  I  will  offer  a  few  consider- 
ations in  relation  to  these  several  propositions,  without 
spe  iking  of  each  separately,  and  care  but  little  in  what 
order  I  mny  take  them  up,  and  speak  of  each  in  con- 
junction. IS'o  member  on  this  door  has  said  that  there 
is  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars  in  this  country  in 
gold  and  silver.  The  easiest  way  of  arguing  this  question 
is  by  the  Yankee  mode  of  asking  a  question.  That  ques- 
tion is,  how  will  the  people  be  enabled  to  pay  off  all  their 
debts,  which  amount  to  many  thousand  millions,  with  only 
eighty  millions  of  specie,  if  you  force  by  your  policy  bank 
paper  from  circulation !  For  the  constitution  authorizes 
every  creditor  to  exact  specie,  (if  be  is  unfeeling  enough 
to  do  so,)  as  your  law  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  exact  specie,  when  the  banks  cease  to  redeem 
their  paper. 

We  can  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  debts  which 
are  owed  by  tho  people,  from  the  President's  message.  He 
says:  "At  tho  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the 
banking  capital  of  the  United  Stales,  including  that  of  the 
national  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars;  the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation 
to  about  ninety -five  millions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts 
of  the  hanks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  millions. 
Between  (hit  time  and  the  first  of  January,  1836,  being 
the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have  been  re- 
ceived, our  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more  than  two 
hundred  and  forty  .one  millions;  their  poper  circulation  to 
more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions ;  and  the  loans 
ami  discounts  to  more  than  fonr  hundred  and  forty-seven 
millions.  To  this  vast  increase  arc  to  bo  added  the  many 
millions  of  credit,"  etc.  Then,  according  to  the  Presi- 
dent's own  showing,  the  people  owe  the  banks  nearly  eight 
hundred  millions  ot  dollars,  to  say  nothing  of  the  immense 
amount  which  is  owing  between  merchant  and  dealer,  be- 
tween farmer  and  mechanic  ;  and  I  shwld  not  be  exorbi- 
tant, if  I  were  to  say  it  amounts  to  at  least  ten  times  that 
snm.  Then,  suppose  you  would  carry  out  your  hard 
money  experiment ;  what  would  it  lead  to?  The  Govern- 
ment exacts  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  and  requires  the 
depodtto  banks  and  the  people  u>  pay  it  in  gold  and  silver ; 
the  hanks  which  have  made  loans,  as  all  have,  call  on  the 
importing  merchants  to  pay  them  in  gold  and  silver  ;  the 
imporling  merchant  calls  on  the  retailing  merchant  to  pay 
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him  in  gold  ami  silver ;  the  interior  merchant  calls  on  the 
farmer,  and  the  farmer  calls  on  the  mechanic.  Cannot  all 
see  the  impossibility  of  paying  more  than  ten  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debts  with  eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  1 
There  is  not  gold  enough  in  the  world  to  pay  tho  debts  of 
the  people  of  this  nation.  Bat  suppose,  purblindly,  yon 
press  on  with  your  schemes :  I  ask  any  member  on  this 
door,  if  any  of  his  constituents  were  to  owe  a  debt,  say 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  possessed  of  property  to  tho 
amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  if  it  would  not  require  tho 
whole  property  he  possessed,  if  it  were  to  become  a  general 
policy  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  to  sell  fur  one  thousand 
dollars.  Bo  far  from  this  policy  having  the  tendency  to 
benefit  the  poor,  it  will,  in  its  results,  if  it  be  not  arrested, 
mnkc  the  rich  poor;  and  the  poor  man,  who  is  forced  to 
pay  all  his  debts  in  gold  and  silver,  will  find  himself  beg- 
gared, if  not  incarcerated  in  the  jail  of  his  county.  That 
is  the  paradise  of  suffering  and  misery,  which  such  a  mea- 
sure will  lead  him  to ;  and  it  he  follows  such  counsellors 
as  we  have  had  for  the  last  three  years,  he  should  preparo 
his  mind  and  body  to  endure  penury  and  suffering.  "It 
is  in  those  countries"  says  an  able  writer,  "  only,  where 
labor  is  well  rewarded,  and  where  the  mass  of  the  people 
are  placed  in  a  situation  to  accumulate  wealth,  that  they 
acquire  a  stake  in  the  hedge,  and  are,  in  consequence, 
made  to  feel  n  direct  personal  interest  in  tho  support  of  all 
those  great  fundamental  principles  essential  to  the  existence 
of  society,  which  they  otherwise  regard  either  with  indif- 
ference or  aversion,  and  which  the  slightest  provocation  is 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  attack." 

Uut  those  statesmen,  who  ride  in  their  English  carriages 
with  white  servants  in  livery,  who  all  feed  upon  the  pub- 
lic crib,  say  that  the  people  are  too  voluptuous,  they  have 
too  many  luxuries,  that  they  are  too  extravagant,  and 
that  their  rulers  are  determined  to  bring  tbem  down  to  pri- 
meval simplicity  ;  that  they  must  be  brought  down  to  the 
economy  of  the  pastoral  ages,  and  republican  simplicity, 
which  we  read  ot  in  books  of  olden  times;  to  the  hard- 
mouey  days  of  Lycurgus,  when  a  man  was  regarded  a  pa- 
triot, if  he  not  only  would  covet,  but  if  lie  would  steal  bis 
neighbor's  property,  without  being  delected  in  the  theft — 
when  their  bread  was  made  of  acorns,  and  the  skins  of 
wild  boasts  furnished  them  with  raiment.  Or  are  we  to 
be  brought  down  to  later  days,  tho  days  when  cocoa 
seeds  were  received  in  part  of  South  America  for  a  curren- 
cy 1  That  had  more  plausibility  about  it,  for  the  holder 
of  that  currency  could  convert  it  into  an  article  of  food, 
which  was  no  small  improvement  upon  Lycurgus's  system. 

Example  has  more  effect  than  precept ;  and  he  who 
wishes  to  rcforui  society  must  first  reform  himself;  and  if 
the  President  and  his  Secretary  would  start  the  fashion, 
they  might  advise  with  better  hope  of  success.  Let  the 
President  dress  himself  in  sackcloth,  and  his  Secretary  in 
the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  or  borrow  a  dress  from  Keokuck 
or  Black  Hawk,  who  are  now  in  the  city,  and  start  out  as 
missionaries  to  proselyte  the  people,  and  they  will  soon 
find  how  many  converts  they  will  make.  The  first  dis- 
trict which  they  would  enter  would  be  the  district  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  Let  thcni  ap- 
proach some  settlement  of  industrious  Friends,  or  German 
farmers — the  (ormor  they  would  first  reach  in  about  ten 
miles  from  this  place.  The  President  would  enlarge  upon 
tho  advantages  of  bis  new  system,  and  finally  band  the 
listening  crowd  over  to  his  faithful  squire,  who  would 
show,  by  statistics,  what  would  bo  saved  to  the  nation,  if 
uo  luxuries  were  imported  from  abroad,  and  how  much 
less  their  merchants'  and  tailors'  bills  would  be  if  they 
adopted  his  attire — to  banish  broadcloth  coats  and  merino 
shawls.  We  can  well  conjecture,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  women,  if  they  said  nothing,  would  look  inexpressible 
things.  And  I  can  imagine  some  such  man  as  Itoger 
Brook,  a  resident  of  Montgomery,  who  is  a  man  of  read- 
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ing  and  a  wit,  replying  to  the  President,  and  saying  that 
hia  costume  and  the  Secretary'"  were  unique  and  peculiar; 
that  he  belonged  to  a  society  that  but  seldom  changed  good 
habita ;  that  ho  liked  to  read  of  anch  attire  in  the  Bible, 
but  could  not  aay  that  he  was  at  that  moment  prepared  to 
adopt  it.  Although  they  are  remarkable  lor  treating  both 
invited  and  stringer  guests  with  great  hospitality,  be 
would  play  off  Vun  Bureniam  upon  Van  himself;  and  say 
to  him,  aa  a  delinquent  debtor  once  said  lo  a  dunning 
creditor,  friend,  call  next  week,  and  — - —  then  I  will 
tell  you  when  you  can  call  again. 

But  we  have  had  some  of  these  currencies  in  our  own 
country,  or  something  very  much  like  them.  Tn  the  dem- 
ocratic simplicity  of  the  trappers  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
at  this  time,  they  use  pelt  instead  of  bonk  notes,  and  pay 
their  debts  in  the  skins  of  beavers,  otter,  or  racoons. 
Before  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  until  1804,  deer 
wkins  were  a  legal  tender,  by  the  laws  of  all  Upper  Louisi- 
ana, at  forty  centa  a  pound.  Our  forefathers,  in  their  re- 
publican simplicity,  made  fish  oil,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  a 
legal  lender ;  and  you  cannot  now  open  an  old  statute 
book,  of  either  Virginia  or  Maryland,  that  has  not  tobacco 
so  often  written  in  it,  that  it  almost  smells  of  the  indigenous 
weed.  In  Maryland,  by  the  law  of  1732,  tobacco  was 
made  a  legal  tender  at  a  penny  a  pound,  and  Indian  corn 
at  twenty  pence  a  bushel.  Whilst  in  Virginia,  in  1618, 
tobacco  waa  made  a  legal  tender  at  3s.  per  pound  ;  and, 
in  1620,  the  "young"  and  beautiful  "women  who  were 
shipped  by  the  Virginia  Company  in  England  to  that  col- 
ony to  be  married  to  the  residents,  the  price  on  each  was 
a  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  though,  when  the  article 
was  scarce,  as  much  as  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was 
paid."  ^ 

This  kind  of  currency  is  very  elegantly  described  in  the 
sixteenth  number  of  Salmagundi,  where  it  represents  that 
"  the  lady  of  a  Southern  planter  will  lay  out  the  whole 
annual  produce  of  a  rice  plantation  in  silver  and  in  gold 
muslins,  lace  veils,  and  new  liveries ;  carry  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco  on  her  head,  and  trail  a  bale  of  sea  island  cotton 
at  her  heels ;  while  a  lady  of  Boston  or  Salem  will  wrap 
herself  up  in  the  nelt  proceeds  of  a  caigo  of  whale  oil,  and 
tie  on  her  hat  with  a  quintal  of  codfish  !"  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  of  my  constituents  wish  to  go  back  to  the  tobac- 
co experiment  of  their  ancestors ;  many  of  them  raise  most 
excellent  tobacco,  and  some  like  to  exhilarate  their  senses 
with  it  ;  but  none,  I  believe,  are  anxious  to  have  their 
dues  paid  in  it;  they  would  prefer  the  miserable  currency 
which  you  have  now  afflicted  tbem  with.  I  know  by  how 
frail  a  tenure  I  hold  the  attention  of  the  committee ;  but, 
as  it  has  favored  me  with  its  attention,  I  am  emboldened 
lo  proceed  a  little  further,  and  will  attempt  to  illustrate  the 
positions  loosely  thrown  out  in  my  remarks — the  necessity 
of  the  Government  to  establish,  by  wise  regulations,  a  cur- 
rency for  the  people ;  and  the  absolute  impossibility  of  the 
advance  of  this  nation  in  its  usual  and  rapid  strides  to 
wealth,  to  greatness,  and  to  power,  without  an  abundant 
and  good  currency.  I  will  not  go  into  a  discussion  of 
metaphysics  and  abstractions,  as  one-hslf  of  the  political 
economists  do,  who  write  long  and  labored  books,  to  find 
out  whether  gold  and  silver  is  pro|>crly  money  or  not ; 
whether  it  is  a  merchantable  commodity,  and  ought  to  be 
sold  as  any  other  production  of  labor;  whether  bank  pa- 
per is  a  good  and  safe  representative  of  value,  or  whether 
it  may  be  worn  out  and  more  quickly  consumed  than  the 
precious  metals.  I  will  leave  these  discussions  to  those 
who  have  a  taste  for  them.  I  am  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  act  upon  cir- 
cumstances around  me  ;  lo  look  at  the  past,  and  try  to  do 
the  best  I  can  for  the  future.  Close  refinements  may  suit 
the  purpose  of  the  learned  lawyer,  and  abstract  metaphys- 
ics may  suit  the  man  of  recondite  lore,  but  practical  utility, 
I  think,  will  best  suit  an  American  legislator. 


I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  an  extract  or  two  from 
a  little  volume  I  hold  in  my  hand.    It  is  about  half  the 
size  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  con- 
tains, in  my  poor  judgment,  more  sound  maxima  of  use- 
fulness to  the  laboring  class  than  all  the  messages  and  re- 
ports, and  speeches  too,  which  have  been  written  by  the 
Presidents  and  Secretaries,  and  their  friends,  for  the  last 
four  yesrs.  I  am  sorry  to  discover  that  it  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  libraries  in  this  Capitol ;  and,  whilst  I  am 
making  a  miscellaneous  speech,  I  will  use  this  occasion  to 
say  that  I  am  sorry  for  the  American  taste,  that  they  buy 
up  every  large  volume  of  romance  that  is  published,  whilst 
pamphlets  of  solid  information  are  neglected.    In  England 
it  is  different ;  nothing  is  quicker  bought  and  read  there 
than  political  essays  and  statistical  tracts.    We  have  not 
a  taste  for  statistics,  and  nothing  »•  more  important  for  a 
public  man.    The  volume  which  I  will  read  from  is  one 
that  was  sent  to  me  by  a  travelled  friend  from  Edinburgh. 
It  was  written  by  J.  R.  McCullough,  and  is  entitled  "An 
Essay  on  the  Circumstances  which  determine  the  Rate  of 
Wages,  and  the  Condition  of  the  Laboring  classes."  The 
first  section  is  headed  "  Rato  of  wages  in  any  given  coun- 
try at  any  particular  period,  determined  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  fund  or  capital  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  watjea, 
compared  with  the  number  of  laborers."   He  aays :  "Tue 
capital  of  a  country  consists  of  all  that  portion  of  produce 
of  industry  existing  in  it  which  can  be  made  directly  avail- 
able, either  to  the  support  of  human  existence,  or  to  the 
facilitating  of  production.    But  the  portion  of  capital  to 
which  it  is  now  necessary  to  advert,  consists  of  the  food, 
clothes,  and  other  articles  required  for  the  use  and  con- 
sumption of  the  laborer.    This  portion  forma  the  fund  out 
of  which  their  wages  must  be  wholly  paid.    We  shall  err 
if  we  suppose  that  the  capital  of  a  country  depends  on  ad- 
vantageous ess  of  situation,  richness  of  soil,  or  extent  of 
territory.    These,  undoubtedly,  are  circumstances  of  very 
great  importance,  and  must  have  a  powerful  influence  in 
determining  the  rate  at  which  a  people  advance  in  the  ca- 
reer of  wealth  and  civilization.    But  it  ia  obviously  not 
on  these  circumstances,  but  on  the  actual  amount  of  the 
accumulated  produce  of  previous  labor,  or  of  capital  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  wages,  in  the  possession  of  a  country, 
at  any  given  period,  that  its  power  of  supporting  and  em- 
ploying laborers  must  entirely  depend.    A  fertile  soil  af- 
fords the  means  of  rapidly  increasing  capital ;  but  that  ia 
not  all.  Before  that  aoil  can  be  cultivated,  capital  must  be 
provided  for  the  support  of  the  laborers  employed  upon  it, 
just  as  it  must  he  by  providing  for  the  support  of  those  en- 
gaged in  manufactures,  or  in  any  other  department  of  in  - 
dustry. 

"It  is  a  necessary  consequence  to  this  principle,  that 
the  amount  of  subsistence  falling  to  each  laborer,  or  the 
rate  of  wages,  must  depend  on  the  proportion  which  th« 
whole  capital  bears  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  lab  mug 
population.  If  the  amount  of  capital  is  increased,  without 
a  corresponding  increase  taking  place  in  the  population,  a 
larger  share  of  such  capital  will  fall  lo  each  individual,  or 
the  rate  of  wages  will  be  increased.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  population  is  increased  faster  than  capital,  a  less 
share  will  be  appropriated  to  each  individual,  or  the  rate  of 
wages  will  be  reduced." 

"  So  long  as  capital  and  population  contiuue  to  march 
abreast,  or  to  increase  or  diminish  in  the  same  proportion, 
so  long  will  the  rate  of  wages,  and,  consequently,  the  con- 
dition of  the  laborers,  continue  unaffected ;  snd  it  is  only 
when  the  proportion  of  capital  lo  population  varies,  when 
it  is  cither  increased  or  diminished,  that  the  rule  of  wages 
sustains  a  corresponding  advance  or  diminution.  The 
well-being  and  comfort  of  the  laboring  classes  are,  there- 
fore, essentially  dependent  on  the  relation  which  their  in- 
crease bears  to  the  increase  of  the  capital  that  is  to  feed  and 
employ  them.    If  they  increase  faster  than  capital,  iheir 
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wajji's  will  be  reduced ;  and  if  they  increase  slower,  they 
will  he  augmented.  In  fact,  there  are  no  means  whatever 
by  which  the  command  of  the  lubaring  c!im  over  the  ne- 
cessaries and  conveniences  of  life  can  be  enlarged,  other 
than  by  accelerating  the  increase  of  capital  as  compared 
with  population,  or  by  retarding  the  increase  of  population 
as  compared  with  capital;  and  every  scheme  of  improving 
the  condition  of  the  laborer,  which  is  not  bottomed  on  this 
principle,  or  which  has  not  an  increase  of  the  ratio  of  cap* 
ital  to  population  for  iu  object,  must  be  completely  nuga- 
tory and  ineffectual." 

Such  are  the  views,  not  of  a  man  who  wishes  to  be  re- 
turned to  Congress  upon  some  popular  prejudice,  who  as- 
pires to  a  secretaryship,  or  a  foreign  mission,  or  to  the 
Presidency,  but  one  who  writes  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
and  is  willing  to  meet  his  reward  in  the  approbation  of  a 
benefited  and  grateful  posterity.  If  I  may  venture  to  illus- 
trate his  view*,  in  this  country  we  have  now  some  eight 
or  len  hundred  millions  of  circulating  medium,  which  is 
received,  and  gladly  received,  by  all  who  have  debt*  to  col- 
lect, as  money.  If  you  adopt  the  advice  offered,  and  de- 
stroy oar  banking  institutions,  you  reduce  the  circulating 
medium  to  the  amount  of  the  specie  in  the  nation,  which 
has  been  computed  at  eighty  millions ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  much  more  than  half  that  amount.  Then  you 
will  have  a  currency  or  circulating-  medium  which,  if  you 
were  to  divide  it  among  the  people,  would  give  each  indi- 
vidual some  three  or  four  dollars.  The  effect  would  be, 
that  those  who  work  for  a  dollar  a  day  now  would  have 
their  wages  reduced  to  some  ten  or  twelve  cents  per  day  ; 
for,  instead  of  increasing  the  capital  with  the  increase  of 
the  population,  you  reduce  the  capital  to  about  five  per 
cent  of  what  it  is  now,  whilst  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try increases  about  five  per  cent,  every  year.  Or  you  would 
have  to  raise  the  value  of  money  more  than  a  thousand  per 
cent.,  and  say  that  a  dime  shall  in  future  pass  for  a  dollar, 
an  eagle  for  a  hundred  dollars.  I  will  read  another  extract 
from  his  second  chapter,  exhibiting  the  "Comparative  in- 
crease of  capital  and  population."  "It  is  not  possible  to 
obtain,"  be  says,  "any  precisely  accurate  estimate  of  the 
absolute  quantity  of  capital  in  a  country  at  different  pe- 
riods ;  but  the  capacity  of  that  capital  to  feed  and  employ 
laborers,  and  the  rate  of  its  increase,  may,  notwithstanding, 
be  learned  with  sufficient  accuracy  for  our  purpose,  by  re* 
ferring  to  the  progress  of  population.  It  is  clear,  from  the 
sutement8  already  made,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  country, 
supposing  them  to  have  the  same,  or  about  the  same,  com- 
mand of  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  cannot 
increase  without  a  corresponding  increase  of  capital. 
Whenever,  therefore,  we  find  the  people  of  a  country  in- 
creasing without  any,  or  with  but  very  little,  variation  tak- 
ing place  in  their  condition,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
capital  of  the  country  is  increasing  in  the  same  or  very 
near  the  ssmc  proportion.  Now,  it  has  been  established 
beyond  all  question,  that  the  population  of  several  of  the 
States  of  North  America  has,  after  making  due  allowance 
for  immigrants,  continued  to  double,  for  a  century  past,  in 
so  short  a  period  as  twenty,  or  at  most  twenty-five  years ; 
and,  a*  the  quantity  of  necessaries  and  conveniences  fall- 
ing to  the  share  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  has 
not  b*en  materially  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last 
century,  this  increase  of  population  is  a  proof  that  the  cap- 
ital of  the  country  has  advanced  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 
But  in  all  old  settled  countries,  the  increase  of  capital,  and 
consequently  of  population,  is  muck  slower.  The  popula- 
tion of  Scotland,  for  example,  Is  supposed  to  have  amount- 
ed to  1,050,000  in  1700  ;  and,  as  it  amounted  to  2,135,000 
in  1840,  it  would  follow,  on  the  principle  already  staled, 
that  the  capital  of  the  country  had  required  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  to  double.  In  like  manner,  the  pop- 
ulation of  England  and  Wales  amounted  to  6,064,000  in 
1740,  and  to  13,266,000  in  1821  :  ahowing  that  the  pop- 


ulation, and,  therefore,  the  capital,  of  that  country  appli- 
cable to  the  support  of  man,  or  the  supply  of  food,  clothes, 
and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  support  of  human  life, 
had  doubled  in  about  eighty  years. 

"The  effects  which  the  different  rates  at  which  capital 
and  population  advance  in  different  countries  have  on  the 
condition  of  their  inhabitants,  may  be  exemplified  in  a  very 
striking  manner  by  comparing  the  rate  of  increase  and  the 
actual  state  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  rate  of 
increase  and  the  actual  slate  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  It 
is  certainly  true  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  capital  of  Ireland  during  the  last  hundred  years; 
though  no  one  in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  progress  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  empire,  has  ever  supposed  that 
this  increase  has  borne  the  proportion  either  of  a  third  or 
even  a  fourth  to  the  increase  of  capital  in  England  and 
Scotland  during  the  same  period.  But  the  increase  of  pop- 
J  ulation  in  Ireland,  as  compared  with  its  increase  in  Brit- 
ain, has  been  widely  different  from  the  increase  in  the  cap- 
ital of  the  two  countries,  or  in  their  mesns  of  employing 
people,  supporting  them  in  a  state  of  comfort  and  respecta- 
bility. According  to  the  tables  given  in  the  Parliamentary 
reports,  the  population  of  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  1720, 
to  6,955,000,  and  in  1821  it  amounted  to  14,391,000, 
having  a  little  more  than  doubled  in  the  course  of  the  cen- 
tury ;  while,  from  the  same  reports,  it  appears  that  the  pop- 
ulation of  Ireland,  whose  capital  had  increased  in  so  infe- 
rior a  proportion  to  that  of  Britain,  amounted  to  very  little 
more  than  two  millions  in  1731,  and  to  very  near  aeven 
millions  in  1821  ;  having  nearly  quadrupled  in  leas  time 
than  the  population  of  Britain  took  to  double !"  He  fur- 
ther says  :  "  All  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  '  the  employment  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland,'  in  1823,  concur  in  representing  their 
numbers  as  excessive,  and  their  condition  as  wretched  in 
the  extreme.  Their  cabins,  which  are  of  the  most  misera- 
ble description,  are  utterly  unprovided  with  any  thing  that 
can  he  called  furniture.  In  many  families  there  arc  no 
such  things  as  bed  clothes.  The  children,  in  extensive 
districts  of  Munster  and  the  other  provinces,  have  not  a 
single  rsg  to  cover  their  nakedness;  and,  whenever  the  po- 
tato crop  becomes  even  in  a  slight  degree  deficient,  the 
scourge  of  famine  and  disease  is  felt  in  every  corner  of  the 
country.  The  Bight  Honorable  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  M.  P., 
mentions  that  'he  had  known  the  peasantry  of  Kerry  quit 
their  houses  in  search  of  employment,  offering  to  work  for 
the  meanest  subsistence  that  could  be  obtained,  for  two 
pence  a  day  ;  in  short,  for  any  thing  that  would  purchase 
food  enough  to  keep  them  alive  for  the  ensuing  twenty- 
four  hours.'  " 

I  will  read  but  one  line  more,  and  then  lay  down  thia 
useful  volume.  He  says,  "that  while  the  average  market 
price  of  a  day's  labor  in  England  may  be  taken  at  from 
20rf.  to        it  cannot  be  taken  at  more  than  5d\  in  Ire- 


These  undoubted  histories!  facts  are  so  conclusive  to  my 
mind,  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  what  seems 
so  convincing  to  the  re/Iecting  understanding,  further  than 
to  say  that  they  first  convince  us  that  you  arc  not  to  judge, 
of  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  by  its  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation ;  but  if  capital  does  not  advance  side  by  side  with 
population,  misery  and  poverty  will  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence, and  that  the  poor  will  be  the  first  and  most  nu- 
merous sufferers  ;  that  capital  advanced  in  England  with  its 
population,  and  wealth  and  comfort  followed  in  its  train ; 
population  rapidly  increased  in  Ireland,  whilst  capital  lag* 
get!  behind,  and  misery  and  wretchedness  now  scourge 
that  people.  Then  carry  out  the  President's  views,  and 
those  of  his  Secretary ;  after  fiist  destroying  the  United 
States  Bank,  then  destroying  the  8tate  banks,  by  your 
bankrupt  scheme;  destroy  capital;  destroy  credit,  which 
the  President  says  has  been  carried  too  far,  and  should  ba 
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checked.  Do  ail  this,  anil  the  poor  man  sees  his  fate  rei<] 
in  the  history  of  Ireland.  Their  distresses  arc  great  be- 
yond description  ;  their  means  of  support  the  most  sciinly ; 
and  the  Irishman  said  truly,  as  he  said  wittily,  that  the  first  I 
mouthful  of  bread  he  ever  ale  was  a  potato;  yes,  sir,  the 
potato  is  hid  meat  and  his  bread,  and  often  he  i*  without  it. 
Carry  out  your  system,  and  the  cheapest  food,  which  is  the 
potato,  will  be  that  which  the  poor  of  this  country  will  be 
forced  to  live  upon.  They  will  not  be  able  to  buy  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  barrel  of  pork. 

Bank  credit,  individual  confidence,  and  the  credit  sys. 
tem,  have  been  the  chief  currency  of  our  nation  for  fifty 
years.  Never  has  any  nation  prospered  as  this  nation 
has  in  so  short  a  period.  But  now  the  President  tells  us 
and  the  people,  that  the  Government  must  cut  loose  from 
the  community  ;  that  they  have  been  trading  on  Sorrowed 
capital;  and  have  carried  the  credit  system  too  far.  8uch 
language  would  be  ungenerous  from  that  source,  if  in  all 
respects  true.  Who  did  most  to  adopt  measures  which 
brought  about  these  results?  You  destroy rd  the  United 
8tatcs  Bank,  and  at  least  tacitly  invited  the  Htntes  to  fill 
tho  vacuum  of  that  institution  by  making  hanks  of  their  I 
own.  You  told  these  State  hanks  to  discount  liberally. 
The  people,  believing  that  all  was  true  which  you  told 
them,  increased  their  business :  the  farmer  bought  more 
land,  tho  mechanic  employed  more  journeymen.  Each 
went  in  debt,  believing,  if  your  promises  of  a  belter  cur- 
rency would  be  realized,  that  he  could  not  only  meet  his 
liabilities,  but  enlarge  his  means.  Your  promises  were 
not  realized ;  and  now  he  meets  with  executive  denunci- 
ation for  trusting  to  thai  very  Executive.  Is  not  this  un- 
generous ?  Is  it  not  cruel  1  It  is  a  very  refinement  in 
cruelty,  which  a  fallen  angel  might  envy. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  has  written,  as  I  have 
spoken,  about  a  great  many  things ;  among  others,  he  lolls 
us  that  England  has  overtraded,  and  oil  Europe  felt  em- 
barrassments as  we  feel  them. 

It  is  oAcn  true,  (and  the  President's  message  proves  it,) 
as  Lord  Brougham  has  well  said,  that  philosophers  have 
been  led  iuto  an  error,  not  uncommon  in  many  of  the  de- 
partments of  science,  and  in  none  more  frequent  than  in 
politics — the  mistake  of  the  occasion  for  the  cause,  and  of 
a  collateral  effect  for  a  principle  of  causution.  Sir,  it  is 
true  that  there  have  been,  and  are,  embarrassments  in  the 
moneyed  arrangements  of  Europe;  but  did  it  originate 
there  ?  No,  air.  I  have  an  interesting  pamphlet  before  me, 
written  very  recently,  and  translated  from  the  French, 
which  I  cannot  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  commit  ei>  lo 
road  extracts  from.  But  it  shows  by  the  most  conclusive 
demonstration,  that  the  first  cause  of  our  distresses  was  the 
warfare  upon  the  bank  and  the  currency  by  General  Jack- 
son in  this  country ;  that  so  clearly  allied  is  the  whole 
commercial  world  with  this  nation,  that  embarrassmcnU  iu 
thia  country  aro  felt,  and  will  be,  in  a  greater  or  leas  dc- 
g'W1,  hy  every  Power  of  Europe  with  whom  we  trade. 
Civilization  and  commerce  have  made  tho  human  family, 
so  far  a«  trade  is  concerned,  as  one  people,  and  you  cannot 
derange  the  intercut  of  one  without  affecting  the  business 
of  all. 

This  connexion  and  this  dependance  havo  been  the  re- 
sult of  the  credit  sygtem,  which  has  been  <o  much  de- 
nounced, and  which  has  been  enlarged  upon  in  the  execu- 
tive message.  I  have  listened  to  speeches  on  On*  floor, 
in  which  whole  pages  of  the  Gouge  plan  have  been 
adopted ;  yes,  sir,  the  whole  anti-bank  plan.  Tho  little 
Stales  of  the  Germanic  provinces  havo  been  alluded  to,  to 
show  that  by  individual  banks  the  interest  of  tho  people 
and  the  nation  could  be  promoted.  Sir,  statesmen  and  po- 
litical economists  run  into  error  in  receiving  the  theories  of 
abstract  writers.  Practical  judgment  knows  how  to  re- 
ceive or  to  eschew  maxims  of  writers  which  apply  to  a 
particular  nation  in  a  particular  condition.    The  provinces 


of  Germany  are  small ;  the  line  of  bnsine**  is  defined.  Our 
nation  is  as  yet  new,  and  immensely  expansive.  What 
may  be  wise  in  a  little  State  in  the  centre  of  Europe,  may 
not  he  wise  in  a  large  State  in  an  immense  hemisphere. 

But  I  deny  that  any  of  the  Germanic  provinces  have 
gained  their  wratlb  or  their  prosperity  by  the  simple  gold 
money  system,  by  excluding  the  whole  foundations  of  the 
credit  sy  stem.  And,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  I  will  read 
one  sentence  from  the  first  volume  of  Lord  Broughham'a 
admirable  work  on  the  Colonial  Policy  of  European  Na- 
tions :  "  Credit  has  contributed  lo  the  astonishing  increase 
of  the  Dutch  settlement*,  so  much  wanted  in  all  other 
colonie*."  To  sustain  this  opinion,  T  will  read  an  extract 
from  Thornton  on  Paper  Credit,  showing  that  paper  credit 
has  been  a  great  cause  of  the  prosperity  of  Holland.  He 
says  "  ihe  extent  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Holland  is 
deserving  of  notice.  Besides  the  great  circulation  of  bank 
notes  and  receipts,  Government  paper  and  bills  of  exchange, 
(which  latter  are  without  doubt  a  part  of  the  circulating 
paper  of  every  trading  country,  although  they  circulate 
more  slowly  than  the  other  parts,)  the  system  of  colonial 
credit  roust  have  always  thrown  into  the  market  a  very 
large  portion  of  circulating  paper."  Then,  sir,  when  it  is 
thus  shown  that  the  Germanic  States  and  Holland  owe 
their  prosperity  to  the  paper  system  and  to  credit,  they  will 
no  longer  Ik-  quoted  against  both. 

If  there  is  one  man  on  earth  who  knows  when  to  use  the 
credit  system,  it  is  the  German,  whether  he  is  in  Europe  or 
America;  because  be  is  a  close  calculator  of  number  one. 
If  ho  finds,  after  making  his  estimate*,  that  he  can  easily 
repay,  he  will  then  borrow  money  at  six  per  cent.,  when 
he  has  convinced  his  mind  that  he  will  make  eight,  or  ten, 
or  twelve,  upon  its  judicious  use.  They  do  not  want  the 
Executive,  or  any  one  else,  to  tell  them  how  lo  make  their 
estimates  ;  they  are  themselves  the  aafest  calculators  in  the 
world. 

Some  gentlemen  here,  from  the  South,  have  advocated 
this  measure  and  the  views  of  the  Executive — to  destroy 
the  banking  system  of  our  country,  to  disconnect  Govern- 
ment from  ihe  banks,  and  to  restrain  the  credit  policy  of 
the  nation.  I  have,  it  is  tiue,  travelled  much  through  the 
South,  the  West,  and  the  North.  I  have  read  much  of 
all,  and  reflected  anxiously  on  their  separate  and  blended 
interests ;  still  I  do  not  feel  sufficient  confidence  in  myself 
to  dissent  too  rashly  from  some  of  the  opiuions  which  I 
have  heard  of  members,  who  take,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, the  interest  of  their  respective  regions  of  the  coun- 
try under  their  own  protection.  I  cannot,  however,  re- 
strain the  expression  of  my  doubts  that  the  interest  of  the 
South  will  bo  promoted  by  these  measures.  I  honestly 
believe  that  there  is  no  part  of  ihe  Union  where  capital  ia 
in  such  demand,  and  credit  ao  much  required,  as  in  the 
South — the  cotton-growing  regions.  It  may  be  true  that, 
in  some  of  the  old  Southern  States — in  8outh  Carolina,  for 
instance,  where  capital  is  somewhat  fixed  and  established — 
those  who  receive  large  patrimonial  possessions,  with  hands 
upon  them  to  work  them,  and  money  to  carry  them  on, 
may  do  well  in  any  vicissiiudc  of  our  policy,  but  less  ad- 
vantageously upon  the  new  than  the  old  system.  But 
even  that  favored  portion  of  the  population  of  ihe  Slates  of 
the  South  ia  comparatively  but  a  email  portion.  The  great 
mass  of  the  cotton-growers  are  men  who  have  moderate 
means,  and  are  forced  to  extend  their  credit.  They  may 
have  a  few  thousand  dollars  and  a  few  negroes.  After 
they  shall  have  purchased  a  plantation,  they  will  find  their 
funds  are  exhausted,  and  that  they  must  resort  to  credit  lo 
get  their  establishment  into  profitable  operation ;  and  this 
is  more  especially  the  case  of  the  Southwestern  Stales.  An 
editor  in  Miisiaaippi  some  time  ago  said  that  that  Slate 
did  not  owe  leas  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  negroes  j 
in  other  words,  for  laboring  capital.  Now,  require  that 
Slate  lo  pay  ten  millions  in  specie,  and  you  would  have  to 
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sell  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  State  to  make  the  amount; 
and  that  ia  the  moat  extensive  cotton-growing  State  in  the 
Southern  country. 

Sir,  I  maintain  that  thia  very  productive  labor,  aa  it  haa 
been  called — the  alave  labor  of  the  South — is  strictly  and 
truly  more  of  capital  than  labor.  I  could  quote  Lord 
Brougham,  and  the  reasoning  of  Senator  Tracy,  to  sustain 
the  opinion,  but  I  will  not  read  from  cither;  for  I  have  not 
time  to  discuss  it  before  this  almost  exhausted  committee, 
nor  is  it  important  for  my  present  purpose.  But,  to  come 
to  the  middle,  the  grain-growing  and  agricultural  States : 
how  few  of  th>i  number  of  thoir  inhabitants  have  been  left 
farms,  and  utensils,  and  money,  sufficient  to  carry  on  the 
wh.de  of  the  paraphernalia  of  farming  operations !  Nino 
out  of  ten  have  to  purchase  farm*,  and  to  gain  credit  for 
their  personal  property,  in  order  to  carry  them  on  with 
prosperity.  ««A  farm,"  says  Senator  Tiacy,  "is  a  real 
manufactory;"  "a  field  ia  a* real  utensil,  or,  if  you  please, 
a  store  of  first  materials;"  to  set  it  into  profitohlo  motion, 
you  must  have  capital,  or  credit  to  gain  capital,  in  order  to 
make  it  useful  or  profitable. 

But  if  we  were,  aa  it  is  our  duty,  to  turn  our  eyea  and 
inquiry  farther  north,  where  manufactures  and  fanning  go 
hand  in  hand  together :  a  manufacturer  builds  his  factory, 
but  finds  that  his  ability  will  not  be  sufficient  to  purchase 
all  of  the  raw  material  to  be  worked  up  into  useful  and 
profitable  fabrics.  He  must  either  gain  credit,  or  at  once 
disinus  his  hands,  and  abandon  his  useful  enterprise  ;  these 
hands  must  work  in  sorrc  other  and  new  employment,  for 
a  quarter  of  a  dollar  a  day,  instead  of  gaining  a  dollar,  if 
the  bead  of  the  factory  could  have  obtained  credit.  Thus, 
your  system  will  prosirate  the  man  of  some  capital,  and 
throw  out  of  employment  the  man  who  has  but  a  useful 
trade. 

But  how  can  you  carry  on  commerce  between  man  and 
man  without  a  sound  convertible  currency,  without  im- 
mense loss  to  both  the  consumer  and  producer  1  Tracy 
ha*  truly  said  that  "commerce  and  society  arc  one  and  tho 
•ame  thing;"  he  has  said  in  another  place,  "commerce  is 
the  whole  of  society,  as  labor  is  the  whole  of  riches."  The 
internal  commerce  among  the  Stale*  and  the  people  of  the 
States  is  vastly  greater  than  its  foreign  commerce,  ami  re- 
quires some  circulating  medium  to  represent  value.  There 
ia  not  gold  and  silver  enough  for  Ihi.i  purpose :  then  you 
are  forced  to  have  either  a  convertible  or  inconvertible 
paper  currency,  or  make  the  productions  of  labor  a  curren- 
cy. You  hail  a  convertible  paper  currency,  the  liest  in  the 
world,  and  tho  nation  was  happy  and  prosperous.  You 
taught  the  people  to  he  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  to  aid  you 
in  destroying  it;  and  they  are  now  afflicted  with  an  incon- 
vertible depreciating  currency.  To  restore  the  former 
prosperity,  you  must  restore  the  former  currency. 

You  tell  the  people  to  banish  from  use  small  notea;  and 
your  measures  force  the  people  to  countenance  their  exist- 
ence. We  had  a  good  currency  in  Maryland  a  lew  years 
ago.  That  Stale  prohibited  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
five  dollars,  and  I  believe  but  one  bank  under  their  charters 
could  issue  notes  of  a  leas  denomination.  Public  necessity 
has  been  made  paramount  to  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the 
State,  and  every  corporation,  and  almost  every  individual 
in  business,  feels  himself  authorized  to  become  a  banker, 
and  to  fill  the  State  with  notes  of  the  fractional  parts  of  a 
dollar.  This  was  the  case  in  all  Die  State*,  aa  now,  when 
the  first  B  ink  of  the  United  States  was  destroyed.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  relic  of  those  days — a  note  of  the  de- 
nomination of  "ten  cents,"  which  a  friend  sent  me  from 
Virginia,  on  the  "  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and  Merchant's 
Bank"  of  "  Charlealown,  Jefferson  county,  Virginia  ;"  ia- 
aued  "  November  2d,  1815,"  and  sinned  "  Wm.  Brown, 
cashior."  I  have  another  precious  relic  of  past  days,  when 
there  was  no  United  States  Bank.  Tt  is  printed  on  coarse 
•tiff  paper,  and  designates  "  No.  27,418"  for  "fifteen  shil- 


lings," "  according  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  Majesty  George  the  Third,  dated  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1773,  signed  Thos.  Leech,  William  Criffin,  James 
Stephens ;"  and  on  the  back  of  the  note  is  written,  "  To 
counterfeit,  i»  nsxTn."  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  cir- 
culation of  small  notes,  and  as  much  in  favor  of  a  aound 
and  abundant  specie  basis,  and  specie  circulation,  as  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  Hence  it  is  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
such  measures  as  will  effect  that  desirable  result — measures 
that  have  been  tried  ;  not  the  chimerical  schemes  of  fanci- 
ful politicians. 

From  the  genius  and  character  of  our  people,  spread  aa 
they  are  from  the  east  many  thousand  miles  west,  filling  all 
the  intermediate  country,  of  every  variety  of  production,  from 
almost  the  polar  region  of  the  North  to  the  land  of  the  sugar 
cane  and  perennial  verdure,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  free 
interchange  and  trade,  without  imimnac  lose  to  the  people, 
without  a  better  currency  than  we  have  at  this  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  if  a  United  States  bank  were  established,  with  a 
capital  of  thirty' or  forty  millions  of  dollars,  to  issue  no 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  its  notes  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  ami  the  notes 
of  all  banks  that  shall  resume  specie  paymenta  within  a 
given  period ;  that,  after  a  limited  period,  neither  the  Gov- 
ernment nor  the  bunk  should  receive  notes  of  any  bank 
that  issued  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  and,  after  a  further 
period,  of  ten — ynrj  would  gradually  have  withdrawn  all  the 
8mall  notea;  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  the  people 
would  once  more  see  and  handle  specie.  The  operation 
would  be  gradual,  and  create  no  alarm,  or  embarrassment, 
or  derangement  in  business.  Whatever  might  be  the  char-  . 
acter  of  the  State  banks,  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  conform  to  these  regulations;  for  the  receivability  of  their 
notes  by  the  Government  and  the  bank  would  induce  (hem 
to  call  in  all  their  small  notes;  for  those  bunks  could  not 
prosper  whose  notes  would  be  continually  returning  upon 
them  as  soon  as  thrown  into  circulation,  as  the  notes  of 
every  bank  would  that  were  not  received  by  the  Government 
and  the  bank  anil  its  branches. 

At  any  rate,  thir  is  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind, 
after  anxious  research  and  reflection,  haa  attained.  By 
such  a  course  we  would  enable  the  people  gradually  to  ex- 
tricate themselves  from  their  difficulties,  and  the  nation, 
now  and  in  future  time,  would  be  benefited. 

But  we  have  been  tnld  by  a  distinguished  member  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Robkrtsox, ]  that  we  are  not  legislating 
for  posterity,  but  for  ourselves;  and  that  posterity  will  le- 
gislate for  iUeJf.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have 
heard  of  tho  remark  being  made  in  a  legislative  assembly, 
though  not  by  Thomas  Jefferson.  But  there  is  authority, 
and  very  high  authority,  for  it — the  authority  ot'Wir  Hugh 
Boyle  Rnch.  Bsrrington,  in  his  Personal  Sketches,  men- 
tions that  a  debate  arose  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  vote  of  a  grant  which  was  recommended  by  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  one  not  likely  to 
be  felt  burdensome  for  many  years  to  come.  It  waa  ob- 
served, in  reply,  that  the  House  had  no  just  right  to  load 
posterity  with  a  weighty  debt,  for  what  could  in  no  degree 
operate  to  their  advantage.  Sir  Hugh,  eager  to  defend  the 
measures  of  Government,  immediately  rose,  and,  in  a  few 
words,  put  forward  the  most  unanawerable  argument  which 
human  ingenuity  could  possibly  devise.  "What!  Mr. 
Speaker,"  said  he,  "  und  ao  we  are  to  beggar  ourselves  for 
fear  of  vexing  posterity  !  Now,  I  would  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman,  and  this  still  more  honorable  House,  why  we 
should  put  ourselves  out  of  the  way  to  do  any  thing  for 
posterity — for  what  has  posterity  done  for 

Sir  Hugh  perceiving,  upon  taking  his  seat,  that  there 
were  many  amiling,  and  not  being  conscious  that  he 

House 
to 


any  thing  out  of  the  way,  concluded  that  the  Hoc 
nisUken  him.     He  therefore  rose  and  begged  leave 
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•I plain,  aa  he  apprehended  that  gen  tU  roan  had  entirely 
mistaken  his  word*.  He  uaured  the  House  "  that  by  pos- 
terity be  did  not  at  all  mean  our  ancestor*,  but  those  who 
were  to  come  immediately  after  them. 

8uch  reasoning  may  have  effect  on  aome  minds,  but  it 
can  have  none  on  mine.  That  an  American  Congress 
ahall  not  ahape  their  meaaures  to  benefit  posterity,  ia  a 
sentiment  I  cau  never  aubacrilie  to.  These  ia  an  instinct 
in  all  animated  nature,  to  protect  its  offspring.  The  moat 
timid  animal  that  is  not  endowed  with  reason  will  peril  ite 
existence  to  protect  its  young.  What  huntsman  has  not 
seen  the  skittish  pheasant  change  in  nature,  at  times,  at 
hia  audden  approach,  and,  crying  warning  to  its aflYIgh toil 
brood,  flutter  before  hia  footsteps,  with  its  rich  plumage 
expanded,  as  if  to  challenge  his  deadly  aim  !  And  what 
generous  huntsman  haa  not  paused,  in  harmless  admiration, 
till  the  fond  mother  could  make  an  adroit  retreat  to  its 
secure  brood !  Is  it  possible  for  the  day  ever  to  arrive 
whan  the  House  of  Representatives  will  have  become  *o 
metamorphosed  as  to  forget  all  instinct  of  nature,  all  duty 
of  reason,  as  to  look  singly  at  the  selfish  interest  of  them- 
selves, without  consulting  their  duly  to  posterity  !  No, 
air,  it  is  not  possible ;  the  lawa  of  human  nature  will  never 
be  so  changed. 

I  cannot  but  allude  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickkxs  ]  He  expatiated,  aa 
the  message  has,  upon  the  banking  system  of  this  country 
and  England,  and  said  that  England  had  overtraded  and 


I  could  but  picture  in  my  mind  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
addicting  that  body  with  the  same  earneet  and  impassion- 
ed strain  to  change  its  policy,  to  destroy  its  bank,  and  to 
narrow  down  its  credit  system  to  the  standard  of  his  judg- 
ment. I  could  fancy  to  my  mind  the  whole  House  giving 
him  profound  attention,  and  admiring  his  eloquence,  if 
they  doubted  the  wisdom  of  bis  views  ;  and  that,  after  he 
bad  concluded,  some  veteran  statesman  would  approach  him 
in  terms  of  friendly  gratulaiion,  and  privately  admonish 
bim,  before  he  made  another  speech  on  those  subjects,  that 
he  should  lock  himself  up  in  an  abundant  library,  and 
neither  give  nor  receive  a  visit  until  he  had  thoroughly 
read  the  entire  history  of  England  in  relation  to  the  causes 
of  her  prosperity  ;  that  then  he  hoped  he  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  speech  on  tbe  other  side,  for  he  would  find 
ample  occasion  for  that  change ;  ho  would  find  it  was 
that  policy  which  quickened  into  usefulness  the  hid- 
den coal  and  embedded  ore;  it  was  that  system  which 
taxed  the  watercoursea  lo  lessen  the  taxea  ot  the  people, 
which  had  before  flowed  on  unobstructed  from  the  moun- 
tain side  to  the  ocean;  it  waa  that  system  which  makes 
them  now,  in  tribute  to  industry,  leap  on  tbe  water-wheel, 
and  labor  into  motion  millions  of  spindles ;  it  is  that  policy 
which  has  built  up  factories,  and  made  all  England  one 
vast  and  prosperous  workshop,  and  created  her  wealth, 
which  all  the  gold  of  all  the  mines  of  South  America  could 
not  purchase ;  and  lias  given  ber  power  that  half  the  world 
could  not  aubdue,  and  has  made  almost  all  of  it  tributary 
to  her. 

Another  gentleman,  in  his  remarks  yesterday,  [Mr. 
Hunter,  of  Virginia,]  in  making  a  hard-money  speech, 
(and  if  he  will  allow  me,  I  will  say  it  was  one  of  the  best 
I  have  listened  to,)  wished  to  demonstrate  the  evils  of  the 
hanking  system,  by  referring,  in  illustration  of  his  position, 
to  the  fact  that,  during  the  long  war  in  Europe,  the  French 
Government  adopted  the  policy  of  making  a  run  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  whose  paper  waa  in  circulation  on  the 
continent,  and  consequently  the  bank  had  to  auspend 
specie  payments.  That  honorable  gentleman  ia  right  in 
hia  historical  fact,  but  I  must  differ  with  him  in  his  con- 
clusion, that  the  British  Government  sustained  an  injury 
by  that  bank  from  this 


It  is  true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  tbe  French  nation  thought 
that  one  of  the  l«st  ways  of  defeating  the  British  arms  was 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  means  of  supply  of  money  to 
her  armies,  and  did  employ  Jewa  to  present  at  the  counter 
of  the  Bank  of  England  ita  notes.  But  did  that  quick- 
sighted  nation  bend  to  tbe  policy  of  its  enemy,  and  coun- 
tenance the  discredit  of  its  bank  1  Did  the  Government 
of  England,  when  a  run  waa  made  on  the  bank,  do  as 
our  Government  has  done— denounce  and  aid  to  ruin  the 
bank  t  No,  sir.  Tbe  ministers  at  once  brought  in  a  lull 
to  invite — yes,  sir,  to  request— the  Bank  of  England  to 
suspend  specie  paymenta.  Did  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land do  as  our  Government  has  done— refuse  to  take  tbe 
notes  of  the  bank?  No,  air;  in  that  very  bill  of  1797 
they  made  the  notes  a  legal  lender,  and  stamped  the  en- 
couraging seal  of  the  nntion  upon  them,  by  saying  that 
the  Government  would  take  them  for  public  dues.  It  ««« 
a  consummate  policy,  and  the  sequel  proved  it ;  for,  al- 
though the  law  was  limited  to  aix  months,  I  think  it  was 
renewed,  from  time  to  time,  for  some  twenty  yeara.  Did 
tbe  notes  of  that  bank  depreciate  as  tbe  notes  of  our  banks 
have,  that  bave  been  dishonored  by  tbe  Government  ? 
Read  the  history  of  English  currency,  and  you  will  find 
that  they  did  not.  That  policy  prevented  a  panic  and  sus- 
tained credit,  and  enabled  EngUnd  to  contract  a  debt  of 
twenty  five  hundred  millions,  in  a  war  of  unprecedented 
consumption  and  fury.  By  preserving  credit  at  home, 
she  gained  it  abroad ;  and  nothing  aided  her  more  than  tho 
Dank  of  England.    It  was  this  policy  which  made  her 


victorious  in  that  war;  it  was  because  industry  was 
capital,  and  credit  her  currency. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  trespassed  much  longer  upon  the 
time  of  the  committee  than  I  bod  intended ;  but  a  dread  of 
the  consequences  of  this  measure  upon  the  farmers  and 
mechanics  of  the  district  which  I  represent  has  induced  me, 
together  with  tho  attention  which  I  havo  received,  to  claim 
so  large  a  portion  of  your  time. 

I  will  answer  one  other  remark,  whilst  up,  from  my 
Southern  friends,  attd  then  hand  them  over  to  their  constit- 
uents. My  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robbutsos]  said 
that  be  voted  for  this  same  scheme  in  the  twenty-third 
Congress,  when  Gcneial  Gordon  proposed  hi*  "skeleton" 
of  a  bi  I ;  that,  a*  he  went  for  tbe  "divorce"  system  then, 
he  will  sustain  his  consistency  by  going  for  the  bill  under 
debate  ;  and  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  opposition 
went  for  it  then.  A  friend  from  the  Eastern  8hore  of  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wiaa]  has  informed  the  House  that  he  and 
many  others  voted  for  it  then,  in  courtesy  to  his  colleague 
who  had  moved  it,  so  as  to  bring  the  proposition  before  the 
House  ;  but  never  dreamed  for  a  moment  of  voting  for  it 
on  its  final  passage. 

I  wish  here  to  say  that  I  waa  not  in  my  place — from  in- 
disposition— wbrn  the  vote  waa  taken  on  General  Gordon's 
proposition  ;  but  had  I  been,  I  would  have  voted  againat  it. 

If  my  honorable  friend  is  willing  to  sue  out  for  a  "  di- 
vorce/' in  order  to  marry  a  "skeleton,**  I  should  not  be,  if 
I  were  united  to  the  worst  shrew  in  the  world.  But  there 
is  no  debating  about  taste. 

If  I  wished  to  consult  a  lawyer  of  profound  legal  read- 
ing and  reflection  upon  an  abstract  question  in  that  com- 
plex science,  tho  first  gentleman  in  this  House  that  I  would 
approach  would  be  the  learned  gentleman  from  Richmond, 
[Mr.  Robestko*  ;]  hut  if  I  wished  lo  ask  advice  in  select- 
ing "a  help  meet,"  I  think  that  be  would  be  the  last.  I  will 
candidly  admit  that  my  friend  has  more  courage  than  my- 
self. I  do  not  believe  that  I  could  screw  my  courage  up 
to  join  in  wedlock's  embrace  a  skeleton  of  dry  bones.  I ' 
would  have  firat  to  see  it  filled  with  must  lee,  flesh  and 
blood,  life  and  animation,  fair  symmetry  and  proportion. 
I  must  firi»t  see  the  human  form  and  fate  divine;  and  then, 
but  not  tdl  then,  I  would  venture  to—  "speak  to  it," 

W  hat  assurance  can  the  gentleman  have  that  hU  akele- 
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ton  might  not  be  made  by  the  Secretary, 
the  outlines  of  the  form— a  hit 
in  human  form,  afflicted  with 

"All  the  ills  that  t\>  ah  is  heir  to." 

all  dtsras*-*.  all  maladies, 


to  fill  op 


Of  phastlr  siasm,  or  racking  torture,  qv .... 
Of  hnart  sick  og-iny,  all  feverous  kinds— 
Convulsions,  epil*  psi«s,  fierce  catarrh*, 
Intestine  ilia  and  ulcer*,  colic  panes, 
Demoniac  phreusy,  mnpinc  melancholy, 
And  rmwn-slruck  midnrsi.  pitting  atrophy, 
Marasmus,  and  wide  wasting  pestilence, 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  juint-rackiav,  rheums  V 

The  skeleton  of  the  bill  before  us— for  it  is  but  a  skele- 
ton— although  accompanied  with  " vaults"  and  "strong 
boxes;"  they  ere  not  boxes  of  ointment— they  are  but  Pan- 
dora's boxes,  filled  with  scourges  and  diseases,  without 
having  hope  at  the  bottom,  with  which  the  Secretary  may 
afflict  with  pestiferous  evils  the  body  politic  on  whom  you 
arc  going  to  force  this  unnatural  alliance. 

But,  before  I  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  committee  ond 
myself,  I  wish  to  refer  to  one  historical  fact,  in  hopes  that 
the  advocates  of  this  measure  may  find  a  moral  in  it ;  and 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  pause  and  profit  by  it  before  they 
isummatc  this  hasty  and  ill-judged  measure. 
At  one  period  of  the  English  history,  corporate  privi- 
re  as  unpopular  as  they  have  been  made  in  this 
country ;  they  were  unpopular  because  abuses  existed  under 
them— real,  not  imaginary ;  and  in  none  did  abuses  exist 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  in  the  East  India  Company. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  was  made  Premier,  finding  that  popular 
feeling  existed  strongly  against  the  abuses  practised  under 
that  company's  incorporated  privileges,  and  knowing  how 
strong  an  influence  he  could  wield  if  he  could  bring  every 
interest  connected  with  that  company  to  he  dependant  upon 
the  ministry,  conceived  the  plan,  not  of  remedying  the  evils, 
but  the  bold  scheme  of  annulling  their  charter,  and  appoint- 
ing commissioners  with  absolute  power  to  conduct  the  af- 
fairs of  that  company.  He  brought  forward  a  bill,  and 
predicated  it  upon  a  plausible  preamble  of  the  good  of  the 
company  and  the  go.*]  of  the  people,  for  its  better  regula- 
tion and  theirs.  It  was  not  the  skeleton  of  a  bill,  like  this 
on  your  table,  bat  full  and  amplo  in  its  parts  and  in  ita  de- 
tails. That  the  committee  may  judge  of  its  character,  I 
will  request  the  Clerk  to  read  the  preamble  and  the  first 
i : 


["A  Bill  for  vesting  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company 
in  the  bauds  of  certain  commissioners,  for  the  benefit  of 


"  Whereas  disorders  of  an  alarming  nature  and  magni- 
tude have  long  prevailed,  and  do  still  continue  and  increase, 
in  the  management  of  tho  territorial  possessions,  the  rev- 
enues, and  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  in  the  East  In- 
dies ;  by  means  whereof  the  prosperity  of  the  natives  has 
been  greatly  diminished,  and  the  valuable  inleresta  of  this 
nation  in  the  said  territorial  possessions,  revenues,  and 
commerce  have  been  materially  impaired,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  fallen  into  utter  ruin,  if  an  immediate  and  fitting 
remedy  were  not  provided  : 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  moat  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons,  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  government  and  management  of  the  temporal  pos- 
sessions, revenue,  and  commerce  of  the  united  company 
of  merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  by 
the  directors  and  proprietors  of  the  said  company,  or  either 
of  them  ;  and  all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities 
of  the  said  directors  and  proprietors,  or  of  any  special  or 
general  or  other  court  thereof,  in  the  ordering  and  mana- 
ging the  said  possessions,  revenues,  and  commerce ;  and  all 
elections  of  the  directors  of  tho  said  company  be, 
hereby,  declared  to  he  discontinued  for 


tinuance  of  this  act,  any  charter,  usage,  law,  or  i 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.'*] 

The  section  which  you  have  heard  is  sufficient  for  my 


"  Ex  uno  discs  omues." 


For 


the  public  good  he  was  for  seizing  upon  its  char- 
tered rights  and  ito  revenue*,  making  it  dependant  opon 


the  executive  will.  Under  a  tide  of  strong  popular  feel- 
ing, he  carried  his  bill  through  one  House  with  an  im- 
mense majority.  His  bosom  glowed  with  triumph,  and 
he  fancied  himself  secure  in  his  place. 

The  public  mind  passed,  and  judgment  had  time  to 
ita  feeling.  The  people  began  to  reflect  upon  the 
of  the  measure.  They  aaw  if  that  company 
to  be  destroyed,  its  charter  taken  from  it,  and  all  con- 
trol placed  in  the  bands  of  a  few,  it  might  be  the  case  of 
all  other  institutions;  every  chartered  privilege  might  be 
taken  the  same  way,  and,  finally,  all  power  in  the  nation 
might  be  exercised  by  the  Executive,  or  surrendered  to  it 
by  a  subservient  Parliament.  They  soon  drew  a  dis- 
tinction between  remedying  and  destroying;  and,  by  the 
force  of  a  change  in  the  popular  mind,  the  bill  was  lost  in 
the  other  House,  nnd  Mr.  Fox  was  no  longer  minister. 

What  was  the  great  Fox'a  fato  may  be  the  fate  of 
others.    Let  others,  therefore,  take  warning  by  tho  Ics- 


Our  institution  arc  too  firmly  implanted  in  our  general 
system,  they  have  taken  too  deep  root  in  the  business  and 
well-being  of  society,  property  is  too  much  valued  und 
too  equally  divided  by  the  laws  of  our  8lates  and  the  laws 
of  industrious  gain,  for  the  people  to  thiow  all  things  into 
hotch-potch  and  form  a  common  atock,  or  ever  to  induce 
them  to  sustain  such  measures,  or  measures  which  lead  to 
such  results.  The  golden  bawblo  will  not  now  even  amuso 
much  less  captivate,  sober,  well-thinking  men.  You  can- 
not even  entice  children  with  it. 

You  may,  in  a  few  congressional  districts,  still  hold  out 
the  delusion  to  the  people,  but  be  assured  they  will  be  but 
frw.  There  Is  one  district  north  of  "  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line"  in  which  it  may  succeed — a  district  represented  on 
this  floor  by  a  gentleman  who  defeated  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  amiable  gentleman  I  have  ever  koown,  by 
telling  his  constituents  enormous  witch  stones — stories  as 
miraculous  as  were  ever  told  by  the  famous  "  witch  king" 
who  figured  in  the  north  of  England  some  three  centuries 
ago.  But  he  finally  was  drowned,  and  as  I  know  that 
there  are  mill-ponds  in  that  gentleman's  district,  more 
than  six  feet  deep,  I  beg  the  member  to  keep  a  look  out. 

Sir,  since  the  days  of  Isaac  of  Cyprus,  no  man  has  been 
pleased  to  have  golden  fetters  placed  upon  him.  Hume 
informs  us,  that  after  bia  treasures  were  seized  upon  by 


Kichard  the  First,  and  the  pin 

in  irons,  he  complained  of  the  cruelty  of  his  couqueror. 


ird  had  the  iron  fetters  taken  oil*,  and  golden  ones 
placed  on  in  their  stead.  The  Cypriot,  pleased  with  this 
distinction,  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  generosity  of 
bia  conqueror. 

The  people  have  been  restrained  in  their  business  by 
golden  fetters,  which  tho  executive  brain  has  foigcd ;  they 
want  them  thrown  off,  so  that  they  may  have  elbow  room 
to  prosecute  their  industry  as  formerly. 

I  ask,  I  beseech,  this  House  to  pause  ui  it*  course  be- 
fore it  sanctions  such  a  ruinous  measure. 

I  appeal  to  the  candid  of  all  parlies,  whether  conserva- 
tives, administration  men,  or  whigs,  to  let  us  cca»e  this 
"triangular  liaht,"  and  unite  in  defeating  ibis  measure. 
If  we  have  dilfered  as  widely  as  the  poles  on  other  ques- 
tions, let  us  unite  in  defeating  this.  Let  us  say,  in  tho 
language  of  another,  "Like  men  we  differed,  but  like 
men  we  have  agreed."    I  had  lather  see  the  pet  bank  plan 

"Tf  you'^will'not 'r^j'jcTdlis  bill,  or  will  not  lay  it  on  the 
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table  never  to  be  called  up  again,  aud  are  resolved  to  (>uas 
it,  let  the  worst  conic  to  the  worst  quickly  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, who  will  suffer,  will  soon  show  that  they  have  power 
aa  well  as  the  Executive  and  the  two  House*  of  Congress; 
and  that  the  constitution  has  informed  them  how  they  can 
remedy  their  grievances. 

But  I  hope  it  will  be  rejected,  and  that  the  Executive 
will  do  as  the  Kings  of  England  anil  of  Prance  are  forced 
lo  do  in  like  cases— change  his  ministers  and  bis  measures. 
Or,  if  be  will  not  change  bis  advisers,  at  least  change  his 
measures.  Or,  if  he  will  not  change  his  measures  or  his 
advisers,  then,  as  a  republican  President,  in  practice, 
finding  himself  in  a  minoiity  in  either  House,  and  that  he 
and  his  ministers  will  not  alter  their  views  of  the  cousutu- 
tion  and  the  policy  of  the  nation,  they  will  resign  the  seals 
of  office  to  the  people,  and  aay  to  them,  elect  other  agents; 
we  come  down  from  our  high  places,  that  other,  and  abler, 
and  better  men  may  ascend. 

Or,  are  the  lines  of  the  philosophic  poet  truo  ! 

"  The  nge  of  virtuou*  politics  is  past ! 

And  we  are  deep  in  ibal  nfcoldf>rtUiicr ; 
Rulers  an-  grown  too  shrewd  lo  in»  sincere  - 
And  we-u«>  wis*  to  trim  them !" 

Mr.  Johxsox  having  concluded, 

Mr.  L EGA RE  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  but  was 
solicited  to  withdraw  it  by 

Mr.  DAWSON,  of  Georgia,  who  wished  to  offer  an 
amendment;  but  that  gentleman  having  explained,  the 
motion  was  still  insisted  on. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Ayes  76,  noes  93. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  substitute  for  the  bill 
mo  veil  by  Mr.  Oakland,  of  Virginia,  (proposing  to  con- 
tinue the  depositee  in  such  banks  as  should  resume  specie 
payments,  6rc;  when  it  was  rejreted :  Ayes  73,  noes  90. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  that  the  cominittlce 
rise,  and  report  the  hill. 

Mr.  DAWSON  now  offered  bis  amendment,  which  was 
the  following  substitute  for  the  bill  : 

Strike  out  the  whole  bill  and  insert  as  follows : 

See.  1.  That  it  shall  lie  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  to  select,  as  noon  as  practicable,  and  employ  as 
the  Fpecial  depositories  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates, 
such  of  the  bunks  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  by 
Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Councils  of  the  several  Territories,  as  may  be  located 
at,  adjacent,  or  convenient  to  the  points  or  places  at  which 
tho  revenues  muy  be  collected  or  disbursed  ;  and  in  those 
Slates,  Territories,  or  Districts  where  there  arc  no  bank 
or  banks,  and  within  which  ibe  public  collections  or  dis- 
bursements require  a  depository,  ibe  said  Secretary  may 
make  arrangements  with  a  bank  or  banks  in  some  other 
State,  Territory,  or  District  adjacent,  to  establish  an  agency 
or  agencies  in  the  Sidles,  Territories,  or  District*  so  desti- 
tute of  hanks,  as  banks  of  such  special  dopositc,  aud  to 
receive  through  such  agencies  such  special  depositee  of  tho 
public  money  n«  mny  be  directed  to  he  made  at  the  points 
designated,  and  to  make  such  disbursement*  as  the  public 
service  may  require  at  those  points:  the  duties  and  liabili- 
ties of  every  such  bank  thus  establishing  any  such  agency 
to  be  the  6ame,  in  respect  to  its  agency,  as  are  the  duties 
■tnd  liabilities  of  said  banks  of  special  deposile  generally 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided,  That  at  least 
one  bank  shall  be  selected  in  each  State,  Territory,  or  Dis- 
trict where  the  collection  or  disbursements  of  the  public 
money  mny  require,  if  any  can  l>e  found  in  such  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  willing  to  be  employed  as  the  special 
depository  of  the  public  money  upon  ihc  terms  and  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  this  set,  and  shall  continue  to  conform 
thereto ;  and  that  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  shall  not 


sufibr  to  remain  in  any  deposile  bank  an  amount  of  public 
moneys  more  than  equal  to  three-fourths  of  tbe  amount  of 
its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  for  a  longer  time  than 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  bim  to  make  tranafeia  of  the 
same,  as  required  by  this  act ;  and  the  banks  so  selected  aa 
tho  special  depositories  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  safe  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys,  and  shall  continue  to  do 
and  perform  the  several  duties  and  servicea  and  to  conform 
to  tho  several  conditions  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  an^  point 
or  place  at  which  the  public  revenue  may  be  collected  or 
disbursed,  there  shall  be  no  bank  located,  or  none  there 
located  w  hich,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, is  iu  a  safe  condition,  or  where  all  the  bonks  at  such 
point  or  place  ehall  fail  or  refuse  to  Iks  employed  as  special 
depositories  of  the  public  money  of  the  Untied  Slates,  or 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  or  where  such 
bauks  shall  not  have  sufficient  capital  to  become  tbe  special 
depositories  of  the  whole  amount  of  public  moneys  collect- 
ed or  disbursed  at  such  point  or  place,  he  may  and  shall 
order  and  direct  the  public  moneys  collected  or  deposited 
for  disbursement  at  such  point  or  place  to  he  deposited  in 
some  other  bank  or  banks  in  the  same  State,  Territory,  or 
District,  or  in  some  one  or  more  of  the  States,  Territories, 
or  Districts  adjacent,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  he  so  con- 
strued as  to  prevent  Congress  at  any  time  from  passing  any 
law  for  the  removal  of  tho  public  moneys  from  any  or  all 
of  said  banks,  or  from  changing  the  terms  of  deposile  ;  or 
to  prevent  the  said  bunks,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time 
from  declining  any  longer  to  be  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  on  huud,  according  to  the  terms  of  agreement 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank  shall 
hereafter  be  employed  as  u  special  depository  of  public 
money  until  such  bank  shall  have  first  furnished  tho  Sec- 
retary of  (he  Treasury  wilh  a  satisfactory  slatemcnt  of  its 
condition  and  business,  a  list  oi  its  directors,  the  current 
price  of  its  stock,  a  copy  of  its  charter,  and  all  such  other 
information  as  may  be  necessary  lo  enable  him  to  judge  of 
the  safety  of  its  condition. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  banks,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  employed  as  the  special  depositories  of 
the  public  moneys,  shall  agree  to  receive  and  keep  tbe 
same  safely,  upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  lo 
wit: 

First.  Each  bank  shall  receive,  as  special  deposites,  all 
moneys  of  the  United  States  paid  into  (he  same,  and  the 
same  keep  as  a  special  depoaite,  and  as  specie,  to  tbe 
credit  of  lite  United  States,  and  not  use  or  bank  upon  the 
same. 

Secondly.  Each  tank  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  often  as  he  may 


require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  statements  setting  forth 
ils  condition  aud  business,  as  hereinbefore  prescribed,  ex- 
cept that  such  statements  need  not,  unless  required  by  tbe 
Secretary,  contain  a  list  of  director*  or  copy  of  the  charter. 
And  the  said  banks  shall,  respectively,  furnish  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasurv  and  the  Treasurer  of  tho  United 
States  a  weekly  statement  of  tbe  condition  of  his  account 
from  their  books;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ehall 
have  the  right,  by  himself  or  an  agent  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of 
thu  bank  as  shall  relate  to  said  statements :  Provided,  This ' 
shall  nut  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  to  inspect  the  ac- 
count of  any  private  individual  or  individuals  with  the 
hank. 

Thirdly.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited  therein 
to  the  credit  of  Ihe  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  except 
such  as  muy  be  deposited  in  Treasury  notes,  or  such  other 
notes  or  scrip  as  Comrressj  has  or  may  hereafter  specially 
direct  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  uot 
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being  bunk  note*,  and  to  pay  all  checks,  drafts,  or  war- 
rant* drawn  on  such  deposites  in  specie,  if  required  by  the 
holder  thereof. 

Fourthly.  To  give,  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring 
the  public  fund*  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United 
States,  and  (be  Territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the 
same  io  payment  to  the  public  creditors. 

Fifthly.  To  render  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
all  the  duties  and  services  heretofore  required  by  la  w  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  late  Bank  of  (be  United  Stales  and  its  branches. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
required,  whenever,  in  his  judgment,  it  may  be  necessary 
or  proper,  to  require  of  any  bank  so  selected  or  employed 
a*  a  special  depository  of  the  public  money,  collateral  or 
additional  securities  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  deposited  therein,  and  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  tbem. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  in  each  case,  take  from  the  banks 
which  shall  agree  to  receive  the  depositee  of  the  public 
moneys,  bonds  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  contain- 
ing conditions  for  insuring  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
the  duties  required  by  law,  and  for  the  proper  enforcement 
oftbeaame. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bank  which 
has  been  so  selected  and  employed  aa  the  place  of  deposito 
of  the  public  moneys,  shall  be  discontinued  as  such  depos- 
itory, or  the  public  money  withdrawn  therefrom,  except 
for  causes  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  say,  if,  at  any 
lime,  any  one  of  said  banks  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform 
any  of  said  duties  aa  prescribed  by  this  act,  and  stipulated 
to  be  performed  in  it*  contract;  or  shall  fail  to  keep  in  its 
vaults,  at  any  time,  such  an  amount  of  specie  as  shall  be 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  be, 
in  his  opinion,  necessary  to  render  the  said  bank  a  safe 
depository  of  the  public  moneys,  having  a  due  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  business  transacted  by  said  bank;  or 
shaft  fail  to  keep  separate,  and  as  a  special  deposit*,  the 
moneys  deposited  therein  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Stales ; 
or  fail  to  pay  the  same  when  demanded  by  the  holder  of 
any  draft,  check,  or  warrant,  in  specie,  when  there  is  on 
depoaiie  to  the  credit  of  the  United  8tate*  sufficient  specie 
therefor ;  in  any  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  discontinue  any  such 
bank  as  a  depository,  and  withdraw  from  it  the  public 
moneys  on  deposito  in  it  at  the  lime  of  such  discontinu- 
ance. And  in  case  of  such  discontinuance,  it  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  report  to  Congress  immediately, 
if  Congress  be  then  in  session,  and,  if  not  in  session,  then 
at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session,  the  facto  and 
reasons  which  have  induced  such  discontinuance.  And, 
in  case  of  the  discontinuance  of  any  such  bank  as  a  place 
of  deposito  of  the  public  money,  for  any  of  the  causes  here- 
inbefore provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  deposito  the  money  thus  withdrawn  in 
soma  other  bank  of  special  deposit*  already  selected,  or  to 
select  some  other  bank  as  a  place  of  special  deposit*,  upon 
the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed  by  this  act  And,  in 
default  of  any  bank  to  receive  said  special  deposit**,  the 
money  thus  withdrawn  shall  bo  kept  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  be  disbursed  according  to  law. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  required  to  fix,  in  his 
contract  with  the  said  banks,  respectively,  which  may  be 
selected  as  the  special  depositories  of  the  public  moneys, 
such  a  compensation  as  he  may  judge  reasonable,  for  the 
services  required  to  be  performed  by  this  act,  provided  ihe 
rale  of  such  compensation  shall  in  no  case  exceed  —  per 
coat-  on. the  public  moneys  so  deposited. 
Vot.  XIV—96 
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Sec  ».  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, at  the  commencement  of  each  annual  session,  a 
statement  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  banks  employed 
as  .special  depositories  of  the  public  moneys ;  of  the  terras 
upon  which  each  is  employed  ;  and  of  their  condition,  and 
the  amount  of  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  each,  aa 
shown  by  their  returns  at  the  Treasury.  And  if  the  se- 
lection of  any  bank  as  a  special  depository  of  the  public 
moneys  be  made  by  the  Secretary  while  Congress  is  in 
session,  be  shall  immediately  report  the  name  and  condi- 
tion of  said  hank,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  is  employed, 
to  Congress ;  ami  if  such  selection  is  made  during  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  lie  shall  report  the  same  to  Congress  the 
first  week  of  its  next  session. 

Mr.  CU3HING,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  (with  the  desire,  as  he  said,  that  Mr.  Li- 
g  a  hs,  who  bad  first  made  the  motion,  should  bo  considered 
as  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  committee  should  resume 
its  sittings,)  and  the  motion  prevailed :  Ayes  98,  noes  89. 

So  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress  ;  and,  at 
about  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  House  adjourned. 


Phtdat,  Octobxb  13. 

REMUNERATION  FOR  LOSSES  IN  THE  FLORI- 
DA CAMPAIGNS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  chairman  of  tbe 
Commute  of  Claims,  tbe  House  took  up  the  bill  reported 
by  that  committee,  to  amend  the  bill  making  provision  for 
the  remuneration  of  volunteers  and  others,  for  horses,  eke, 
lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Committee  of  Claims  accompanied  this  bill  with  a 
report,  statin; 

"  That  several  claims  are  presented  to  the  committee, 
arising  from  the  hcrses  and  saddles,  and  other  equipage 
of  disbanded  mounted  volunteers,  having  been  turned  over 
to  the  United  States,  by  the  order  of  General  Jcsup,  as  it 
is  alleged,  when  said  volunteers  were  dismissed  from  the 
service. 

"  It  is  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel  King, 
acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Caulfield's  regiment  of  Alabama 
mounted  volunteers  in  Florida,  that  most  of  the  claimants 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted  are  young  men  who  obtained 
their  horses  and  equipage  on  credit,  and  that  they  are 
obliged  to  look  to  the  United  States  for  the  value  of  the 
properly  to  enable  them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons 
of  whom  they  purchased.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  claim- 
ants were  sick  at  the  time  they  were  dismissed,  or  left  the 
service  on  furlough  ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesup  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rather  than 
encounter  the  fatigue,  hardships,  and  danger  of  returning 
home  by  land.  Tbe  committee,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Kenner, 
whose  horse  was  turned  over  to  the  United  States  by  the 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  on  the  discharge  of  said 
Kenner  by  reason  of  sickness. 

"Tbe  committee  refer  to  that  report  in  the  first  volume 
of  Reports,  No.  3.  The  number  of  claims  that  will  be 
embraced  under  a  general  law,  Colonel  King  thinks  may 
be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the  committee  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  provide  for  this  class  of  cases  by  a  general  law."] 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  bill,  (Mr.  Baieos  in  the  chair,) 

Mr.  CARTER  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  except  that  its  provisions  were  not 
sutliciently  extensive.  It  did  not  embrace  a  class  of  esses 
of  real  hardship  that  lie  liclicvcd  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  committee, 
and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  ol  Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  vol- 
unteers some  cases  of  real  and  peculiar  hardships,  thst  were 


Losses  in  Florida  Campaigns. 


Digitized  by 


539 


GALES  &,  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


If.  or  R.] 


in  Florida  Campaign*. 


[Oct.  18,  1837. 


not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  although  great  exertions  were 
made  at  the  laet  Congren  in  their  behalf;  and  he  would 
now  tender  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  his  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  for  his  assiduity 
and  exertions  favorable  to  the  relief  of  those  patriotic  young 
men  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sustained 
losses  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  should 
always  be  scrupulously  careful  never  to  permit  the  patriot- 
ism of  her  cilisens  to  be  rewarded  with  ingratitude  and  with 
losses,  and,  consequently,  with  embarrassments  that  may 
render  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  precarious  for 
years.  Sir,  it  is  not  the  aristocracy  or  the  wealthy  that 
most  usually  embark  in  the  toils  and  dangers  attendant  on 
a  campaign  b  times  of  troubles  and  of  war;  but,  air,  real 
patriotism  and  love  of  country,  in  its  most  disinterested 
form,  is  always  found  with  those  whose  circumstances  arc 
mere  humble— not  humble  in  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term,  but  only  humble  so  far  an  wealth  is  concerned. 
These  arc  the  men  who  are  always  first  in  the  field  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights  and  honor.  In  the  late  cam- 
paigns in  the  West,  many  of  such  men  were  volunteers; 
and  many  were  they  who  had  not  the  means  of  equipping 
themselves,  furnishing  their  horses,  dec,  only  upon  time, 
and  by  the  aid  and  endorsements  of  their  friends.  Now,  1 
submit  it  to  this  House— I  submit  it  particularly  to  the 
Committee  of  Chums,  and  to  the  country — whether  such 
men  as  these  sre  to  be  permitted  to  be  the  sufferers,  on  ac- 
count of  their  manifested  patriotism  and  risks  in  the  service  t 
If  so,  I  say  to  all  that  such  conduct,  such  ingratitude,  will 
deter  ail  men  in  humble  circumstance*,  or  who  are  poor, 
from  engaging  in  the  country's  defence. 

The  provisions  of  the  laws  now  in  force,  for  the  payment 
for  lost  property,  are  limited,  and  do  not  cover  the  cases  of 
hardship  to  which  I  have  allusion.  Those  laws  merely  pro- 
vide payment  for  property  lost  in  battle,  or  lost  on  account 
of  the  Government  failing  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies 
of  provender.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  cases  for  which 
Congress  is  in  honor  and  duly  bound  to  make  ample  re- 
muneration. I  know  some  volunteers  thst  involved  them- 
selves, and  their  friends  with  them,  to  purchase  horses  and 
other  necessary  equipage  for  the  campaign,  and  who  lost 
their  horses  in  the  service;  but  perhs|>s  not  in  battle,  nor 
for  the  want  or  forage.  Therefore,  by  the  laws  now  in 
force,  their  claims  cannot  be  recognised  and  paid  by  the 
Third  Auditor,  who  is  charged  with  the  settlement  of  these 
claims.  But,  sir,  these  horses  were  lost  by  casualty  or  un- 
avoidable accidents,  and  were  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  being  so  lost,  ibe  Government  is  as  much 
bound,  in  honor  and  justice,  to  remunerate  the  soldier  thus 
circumstanced,  as  though  the  loss  had  occurred  in  bottle, 
or  by  the  default  of  the  United  States  in  furnishing  forage. 
Sir,  some  ot  there  praiseworthy  volunteers  are  now  doomed 
to  labor  by  the  day,  or  the  month,  or  by  the  year,  to  pro- 
cure the  money  they  owe  for  horses  purchased  and  taken 
Into  tho  public  service,  and  there  lost  by  casualty;  and 
thus  far  the  Congress  of  the  United  8tatea,  who  directed 
the  Executive  to  invite  tbem  into  service,  have  wholly  fail- 
ed to  meet  their  distresses,  by  not  ordering  their  relief,  and 
indemnifying  them  against  these  liabilities  and  these  losses. 
Is  this  right,  sir!  I  say  most  unequivocally  it  is  not;  snd 
I  say,  further,  let  the  Government  continue  to  refuse  pay- 
ment,  and  you  cast  a  damp  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
West,  and  upon  the  whole  country,  which  will,  in  all  time 
to  come,  deter,  in  a  great  degree,  men  in  moderate  circum- 
stances from  incurring  monetary  liabilities,  to  go  to  the 
field,  at  the  call  of  the  Government,  for  her  defence.  And 
whenever  you  cut  off  that  class,  by  your  patrimony  and 
rigid  policy,  you  cut  off  that  portion  of  the  defence  of 
the  country  that  has  never  deceived  you,  and  has  never 
lent  a  deaf  ear  to  your 
try. 


8ir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in  my  opinion, 
(if  the  reports  be  true  that  have  reached  my  ears,)  the 
Government  ha*'  not  dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  aha 
should  have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennessee. 
We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Congress,  that  the  soldiers 
or  volunteers  who  had  rendezvoused,  were  mustered,  and 
immediately  discharged,  should  be  paid  one  month's  full 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  furnished  the  Committee  of 
Claims  by  the  War  Department,  one  month's  full  pay  was 
mndc  to  amount  to  between  $6S  and  (70,  I  think,  perhaps 
$68  and  some  cents;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorney 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  close  of  tho«e  volunteers, 
that  were  indefinitely  furlougbed,  and  required  to  return  to 
if  they  should  be  ordered  to  do  so,  were  to  be  con- 
to  aei vice  until  absolutely  diachaced,  and  conse- 
quently were  entitled  to  their  full  pay.  I  have  beard  some 
hints,  sir,  that  the  War  Department  has  not  carried  into 
effect  this  law,  and  this  decision,  as  was  contemplated  by 
Congress  and  those  representatives  who  were  looked  to  to 
guard  and  sustain  the  rights  of  those  particular  individuals. 
I  do  not  know,  sir,  how  far  the  War  Department  baa  fail- 
ed in  a  compliance  with  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  volunteers  have  been  injured  by  the  de- 
falcations of  the  Government.  But  I  hope,  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  I  will  bo  able  to  obtain  the  information;  and,  if  my 
fears  are  realized,  and  they  have  been  defrauded  out  of  any 
portion  of  tbe  amount  that  Congress  intended  they  should 
have,  and  I  cannot  obtain  redress  try  an  application  to  tho 
Secretary  of  War,  I  will  feel  myself  bound  to  bring  tho 
subject  again  to  the  consideration  of  this  House,  believing 
that  the  representatives  of  tbe  people  are  ready  upon  all  oc- 
casions to  do  justice  to  the  people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to 
have  the  assurance  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claima  that  be  will  afford  all  the  aid  in  hie  power 
to  render  to  the  volunteers  of  my  State  ample  compensation 
for  their  service  and  their  losses  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress.  I  have  also  a  right  to  complain,  on  t>ehalf  of 
these  men,  in  snot  her  point  of  view.  I  am  informed  our 
volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the  depreciated  bank  paper  that 
was  perhaps  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  below  per.  If  this  be 
true,  and  my  former  suggestions  l«e  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  paid  as  much  as  Congress  inteniledihem  to  have, 
why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery  of  Tennessee  have  been 
cheated  and  defrauded  oat  of  half,  or  at  least  a  large  por- 
tion, of  their  just  duos.  And  if  so,  we  must  ask 
hereafter,  whenever  the  true  stale  of  facts  can  be 
ed,  to  grant  such  relief  aa  the  merits  of  those  cluimants 
may  justly  •1>d  honestly  demand.  And  I  have  no  doubt, 
from  the  disposition  heretofore  manifested  by  this  House, 
and  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  relation  to  this  deserv- 
ing and  meritorio 
be  a  wanted  them. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  explained  the  grounds  on 
the  Committee  of  Clsims  had  reported  the  bill;  and  after  a 
few  remarks  by  Mr.  CHAPMAN, 

Mr.  E  WING  offered  sn  amendment  extending  tho  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the  service  at 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  prior  to  the  late  wax  with 
Great  Britain. 

After  some -few  remarks  by  Mr.  CARTER,  the  amend- 
ment wa«  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  add  a  section  to  the  MB 
providing  payment  for  all  horses  impressed  into  tho  service 
in  Florida. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  THOMPSON,  WHIT- 
TLKsEY,  and  CLARK,  tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  committee  then 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  SrtuxtB  having  resumed  tbe  Chair,  and  the  ques- 
tion beine;  on  tho  engrossment  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  EWING,  after  tome  remarks,  renewed  the  amend- 
ment he  had  submitted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
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called  for  the 

not  orJercd. 

Afier  a  few  word*  hy  Messrs.  PBTRIKIN,  WHIT- 
TLESEY, and  EWING,  trie  amendment  wu  rejected. 

Mr.  EWING  then  varied  hi.-,  amendment  somewhat, 
and  moved  it  again ;  but  the  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  renewed  hi*  amendment  made 
in  Committee  of  tho  Whole. 

Mr.  CARTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  PETRTKIN  moved  that  tho  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next;  lost. 

Tbe  bill  then,  having  beeu  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  DI8TRICT. 

The  Senate  bill,  restraining  the  circulation  of  small  notes 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  came  up,  and  was  read  twice. 
The  question  on  its  reference  pending, 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  iio  reference  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  it*  postponement  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  BOTJLDIN  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pat- 
tow.  He  was  sure  the  Committee  for  the  District  would 
give  the  subject  proper  attention. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  in  favor  of  the  postponement.  And 
he  hopod  that  if  it  were  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  committee  would  report  that  it 
was  expedient  to  postpone  it.  After  all  the  mass  of  legis- 
lation in  the  great  State  of  New  York,  against  such  a  cir- 
culation, it  was  still  in  full  currency  there,  and  it  became 
Congress  to  pause  before  they  adopted  any  such  measure. 
Mr.  HARLAN  moved  that  the  whole  subject  lie  on  the 
> ;  which,  being  a  question  entitled  to  precedence,  was 
and  carried. 

THE  8UB-TREASURY  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
;  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ami  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  tbe  8enate  hill  imposing  additional  duties  on 
certain  officers. 

Mr.  Dawsox's  amendment,  providing  that  State  banks 
be  used  as  places  of  special nleposito  for  the  revenue,  being 
immediately  under  consideration, 

Mr.  LEG  ARE  row  and  addressed  tho  chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  I  do  not  know  bow  I  can  more  appro- 
priately begin  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make,  than  in  the 
very  words  with  which  a  most  able  English  writer,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  causes  and  character  of  the  recent  crisis, 
concludes  his:  "The  events  (says  Mr.  Samuel  Jones 
Lloyd,  in  a  pamphlet  published  last  spring)  which  have 
occured  in  connexion  with  the  late  pressure  upon  the  mon- 
eyed and  mercantile  interests,  are  full  of  instructive  illus- 
trations of  the  effects,  both  beneficial  and  otherwise,  of  our 
present  system ;  and  the  evil  consequences  of  this  pressure 
will  bo  as  nothing,  compared  with  its  benefits;  if,  amongst 
these,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  reckon  ryi  increased  degree  of 
intelligence  upon  subjects  connected  with  currency,  and  a 
nearer  approximation  to  sound  principles  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  paper  issues.  The  revulsion,  it  is  true,  has 
been  far  more  disastrous  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  than 
in  England;  and  yet  even  at  its  darkest  period — now,  as  I 
confidently  believe,  pasted  away  to  give  place  to  returning 
prosperity — I  found  consolation  in  the  idea,  that  dearly  as 
we  were  buying  our  experience  in  this  important  matter, 
the  prico  would  not  be  too  high  for  tho  benefits  we  should 


ultimately  derive  from  our  reverses.  A  national  visitation 
ought  to  be  considered  as  a  great  providential  leason.  It 
teaches  the  most  momentous  truths,  and  it  teaches  them 
in  the  most  impressive  manner,  and  what  we  have  recently 
seen  and  felt  will  dispose  us — if  any  thing  can  di*po»e 
us — to  look  the  difficulties  with  which  this  subject  is  sur- 
rounded fairly  in  the  face. 

Sir,  it  is  surrounded  with  difficulties.  Even  in  England, 
as  you  perceive  from  the  citation  I  have  just  made,  they  are 
felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  rr«.*t  able  men.  I  have  upon 
my  desk  many  other  proofs  of  the  same  fact.  They  abound, 
for  iustance,  in  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1833.  You  will 
find  there,  that  while  high  authorities*  agree  in  thinking 
that  there  should  be  but  one  bank  of  issue  for  the  capital, 
at  least,  if  not  for  tbe  whole  country,  the  representative* 
of  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests,  on 
the  contrary,  protest  against  the  continuance  of  a  monopo- 
ly to  which  they  impute  the  most  sinister  influence  over 
their  immense  business,!  and  demand  a  system  of  joint- 
stock  banks,  regulated  by  principles  more  agreeable,  as 
they  contend,  to  the  course  and  policy  of  trade.  A  third 
party  insists  upon  the  necessity  of  compelling  all  banks  of 
issue  to  give  adequate  security  to  the  public,  (in  Govern- 
ment stock,  dec)  for  the  redemption  of  their  issues, |  while 
every  stockholder  or  partner  shall  continue  to  be,  as  at 
present,  responsible  for  all  the  debts  of  the  company,  to  the 
whole  amount  of  his  private  fortune.  A  fourth  (and  I 
have  received  from  London  a  little  volume  in  which  that 
opinion  is  most  plausibly  maintained)  urges  the  most 
unlimited  freedom  in  banking;  and  sees  no  more  danger  to 
society  from  perfect  liberty  in  this  than  in  any  other  brauch 
of  business ;  tbe  supplying,  for  example,  the  market  of  a 
great  capital  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  §  In  this  com- 
plexity and  distraction  of  English  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, however,  all  parties  agree  in  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
in  adhering  lo  tbe  paper  system.  Nobody  there  thinks  of 
sny  thing  so  extravagant  as  the  overthrow  of  that  system, 
whatever  defects  may  be  seen  or  supposed  to  exist  in  it,  or 
whatever  projects  may  have  been  imagined  to  purify,  to 
correct,  and  to  improve  it. 

But  if  such  is  the  state  of  English  opinion  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  bow  must  it  be  with  us,  when  to  all  the  in- 
trinsic difficulties  of  the  thing  itself,  we  add  those  ariaing 
out  of  the  complicated  structure  of  our  political  institutions  ! 
It  would  be  hard  enough  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done,  in 
the  present  emergency,  were  this  a  simple  consolidated 
Government ;  but  how  much  harder  is  it  toaadvi*e  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  Federal  Government  as  to  the  course  it 
ought  to  pursue,  where  one  happens  to  doubt  its  possessing 
all  the  power  necessary  to  give  complete  relief,  without  a 
co-operation  of  others!  For,  sir,  at  the  risk  of  being  set 
down  in  that  category  of  "  tiny  politicians,"  of  whom  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  W.  C.  Johxso*,]  in  a 
very  amusing  speech,  in  the  course  of  which,  however,  he 
uttered  some  grave  and  important  truths,  spoke  last  night 
with  such  profound  contempt,  I  must  confess  I  agree  with 
the  Executive  in  the  general  principles  of  constitutional 
law  involved  in  the  meseage.  In  the  divisions  of  the  at- 
tributes of  sovereignty  between  this  Government  and  the 

that  we  should  experience 
a  conflict  of  powers. 
More  is  taken  from  the  States,  perhaps,  than  haa  been 

•  Messrs.  Horsier.  Palmer.  Tooke,  Ruthchllds,  fcc. 

tMesus.  Burt,  Smith,  ana  Dyer,  of  Manchester,  ft  i*  worthy  uf  r«s 
mark,  thai  these  remonstrances  were  admitted  to  be  well  founded  Ly 
tho  change  which,  in  consequence  »f  them,  was  mado  In  the  law,  in 
reference  to  jcint -stuck  hanks  beyond  C5  milt*  from  London. 

t  Messrs.  Kicardo,  McCullough,  Norton,  (the  minute*,  *c,  just 
died.) 

i  Monevand  It*  Vicissitudes  In  Value,  bytheauthor  of (he  Rational* 
of  Political  Haptwenuukon,  and  Critical  Pbwrtai ton  on  Value,  kc. 
(Mr.  Francis  Bailey.) 
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given  to  the  confederacy ;  neither  can  do  enough,  while 
each  can  do  too  much,  for  perfect  harmony ;  defects, 
discrepancies,  and  contradictions,  exist  in  the  scheme 
itself,  detected  only  in  a  long  course  of  practice,  and 
which  nothing;  hut  practical  skill,  the  wisdom  called  for 
and  called  forth  in  the  management  of  great  affairs,  rs- 
pecially  political  affairs,  can  reconcile  and  rectify.  Un- 
doubtedly the  task  is  an  immensely  difficult  one— but  it 
must  be  undertaken  and  it  must  lie  done.  The  subject  be* 
fore  the  committee  is  an  e.  i  rople  of  the  high  and  difficult 
duties  I  refer  to ;  nor  can  I  imagine  an  occasion  better  fit- 
led  than  this  to  awaken  the  House  to  a  lively  sense  of  its 
infinite  responsibilities  to  the  country. 

Judge,  then,  sir,  with  what  deep  disappointment  and 
regret,  I  learned  that  the  bill  on  the  table  was  to  lie  pressed 
upon  us  at  this  short  session.  It  is  quite  enough  for  me, 
that  it  proposes  a  great  innovation  upon  the  whole  course 
of  the  Government,  from  its  foundation  up  to  the  present 
moment,  and  upon  all  the  habits  of  our  people.  They  who 
see  deeper  or  clearer  into  such  matters  than  I  do,  must 
pardon  me  for  declaring  that  I  cannot  conscientiouelyjvnle 
for  the  measure  in  such  haste.  If  I  had  no  positive  ob- 
jections to  it,  it  would  be  quite  enough  for  me,  that  I  have 
not  bad  sufficient  time  to  reflect  on  it.  During  this  extra- 
ordinary session,  (for  so  it  has  been  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,)  fatigued,  harassed,  exhausted,  by  incessant  attend- 
ance, by  night  and  by  day,  in  this  hall,  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power  to  inform  myself  on  any  subject  as  I  could  have 
wished  to  be  able  to  do.  1  have  bad  absolutely  no  time  fur 
minute  research,  hardly  a  few  hours  for  calm  reflection. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill.  I 
must  go  home  to  my  constituents  and  talk  with  them. 
Many,  perhaps  most  of  them,  understand  these  mutters 
better  than  I  do ;  but  when  I  left  them,  although  this  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed,  and  ably  discussed,  here  and  there, 
by  an  individual  or  two,  public  attention  had  not  been 
awakened  to  it ;  and  nothing  like  an  opinion— certainly  no 
opinion  favorable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill— had  been 
formed  in  regard  to  it. 

And  here,  sir,  I  might  lake  my  seat  again,  if  I  had  risen 
only  to  explain  my  own  vole,  or  to  influence  those  of 
others,  on  the  proposed  measure.  But  the  true  issue  seems 
to  me  very  far  to  transcend,  in  importance,  that  single 
measure,  important  as  it  unquestionably  is.  It  involves,  in 
my  opinion,  the  whole  credit  system  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  bill  on  your  table  presents  that  issue,  still 
less  that  the  Executive  message  presented  it,  or  propound- 
ed any  principle  or  opinion  that  should  lead  to  it.  But  no 
one  who  has  watched  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  in 
this  House  or  in  the  8enate— in  or  out  of  this  Capitol- 
will  deny  thai  it  must  soon  come  to  that.  Sir,  if  there  is 
any  truth,  at  all,  in  what  has  been  urged  with  great  ability 
and  all  the  zeal,  I  had  almost  said  ihe  fanaticism,  of  the 
deepest  conviction,  by  men  accustomed  to  influence,  nay, 
even  to  control  public  opinion  in  different  parts  of  this 
country — if  they  have  any  idea  of  rigorously  carrying  out 
the  principles  they  profess,  to  their  logical  consequences, 
in  practice — if  what  they  say  in  ihe  highest  places,  on  the 
most  solemn  occasions,  U  not  such  idle  declamation  as  such 
men  are  not  to  be  suspected  of— they  mean  lhat,  and 
nothing  short  of  lhat.  Doctrines  have  been  uttered,  with 
all  the  authority  which  can  be  imparted  to  paradox  from 
talent  ripened  by  experience,  which  seem  to  me  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution,  not  only  of  American,  but  of  all 
modern  society,  with  its  whole  spirit  and  tendency — with 
all  its  wants  and  all  its  ways.  1  have,  sometimes,  in  the 
course  ef  the  debates,  looked  around  me  to  see  where  I 
really  was — whether  the  shade  of  some  old  lawgiver,  some 
Minos  or  Lycurgus,  had  not  been  evoked,  to  bring  a  de- 
generate age  back  to  the  stern  principles  of  Dorian  polity, 
to  an  agrarian  equality  of  property,  to  iron  money  and 
black  broth  ;  or  else,  if  it  were  not  the  spirit  of  Benedict 


or  Bernard,  returned  to  the  holy  solitudes  of  Monte  Cassino, 
or  Cluni,  or  Citeaux,  to  preach  to  a  world  lost  in  vanity 
and  pleasure  the  blessings  of  poverty  and  mortifications 
of  the  flesh.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be  true  lhat  luxury,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  saw,  is  ibe  ruin  of  States,  snd  that 
sumptuary  and  agrarian  laws  are  neceassry  to  maintain 
your  true  Spartan  discipline.  But  I  am  excessively  disin- 
clined to  try  any  such  experiment  upon  my  constituents  ; 
at  least  without  receiving  an  express  instruction,  to  that 
effect,  from  them-  I  sm  afraid  they  have  no  taste  for 
black  broth ;  that  Spartan  discipline  will  be  irksome,  and 
even  revolting  to  them.  In  short,  sir,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that,  without  being  as  deeply  imbued,  perhaps,  as 
other  people  are,  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  they  do  still 
partake  too  much  of  it,  to  be  willing  to  forego  the  many 
agreeable  objects  that  principally  engage  and  excite  it. 

Sir,  I  am  far  from  denying  that,  in  the  eyes  of  a  stem 
reformer,  with  opinions  of  a  certain  complexion,  this  gen- 
eration is  a  perverse  and  crooked  one.  We  love  money, 
I  admit,  aa  much  as  men  ever  did — certainty  as  much  as 
they  did  in  the  Augustsn  age,  nearly  two  thoussnd  years 
ago.  The  committee  will  excuse  my  quoting  a  very  com- 
mon piece  of  Latin  to  prove  it,  offer  the  example  of  olheT 
gentlemen  in  this  debate. 

'  trends  pecuala  pritnun»y»st ; 

Make  money  by  nil  means,  and  liefore  all  thing*. 
Washington  street  certifies  it  to  Wall  street,  and  Wall 
street  declares  it  to  Broadway,  and  Broadway  proclaims  it 
to  Chesnut  street,  and  Chcsnut  street  publishes  it  to  the 
whole  country.  We  have  the  same  strong  thirst  for  gold 
which  has  uuhappily  afflicted  mankind  in  other  times,  and 
especially  in  very  civilised  ages ;  and  the  only  difference  is, 
that  we  have  learned  how  to  acquire,  by  honest  means,  a 
thousand  times  more  of  it.  I  will  add,  however,  in  justice 
to  the  age,  that  it  has  made  a  great  discovery  in  social 
philosophy.  We  have  found  out  that— what  1  would  call 
physical  civilization — a  demand  for  ihe  conveniences  and 
accommodations  o(  life,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  them 
is,  and  must  be,  the  basis  of  all  other  civilisation,  lhat  is 
intended  to  bo  high,  solid,  and  lasting.  Every  real  im- 
provement in  the  coodition  of  mankind  springs  out  of,  or 
leads  to,  the  elevating  of  the  standard  of  comfort  among  a 
people.  8ir,  ibis  is  the  grand  work — the  mission— of 
modern  commerce,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  just  beginning 
to  develop  its  mighty  resources — to  pour  out  the  inex- 
haustiblo  fulness  of  its  treasures,  and  it*  blessings.  A  great 
revolution  is  taking  place,  has  laken  place,  in  human  af- 
fairs. War  is  every  day  becoming  a  more  remote  contin- 
gency. I  do  not  say  an  impossibility.  I  know  human 
nature  too  well  for  that.  I  am  fully  aware,  too,  how  man/ 
disturbing  causes,  growing  out  of  the  history  of  the  peat, 
still  exist  to  prevent  the  realizing,  all  at  once,  of  the  great 
end  of  Christian  civilization,  the  dream  of  Henry  IV,  and 
of  Sully — the  union  of  all  nations  in  a  state  of  peace  under 
the  protection  of  low.  I  know,  especially,  what  is  to  be 
dreaded  in  this  respect,  from  that  dark  power  that  hovers 
over  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  throws  its  vast 
shadowa  over  bolh.  Bui  during  my  last  residence  of  four 
years  abroad,  I  saw  sufficient  grounds  of  quarrel,  to  have 
led,  under  the  old  order  of  things,  to  twenty  wars,  as 
spreading  and  bloody  as  the  thirty  years'  wnr,  or  thesercn 
years*  war — nnd  yet  these  threatening  differences  passed 
harmlessly  away ;  cloud  after  cloud  dissolved  as  they  rose 
above  the  horizon,  leaving  the  sky  more  serene  than  before. 
Sir,  it  is  a  favorite  phrase  of  those  who  boast  of  what  is 
called  the  "  march  of  intollect,"  that  things  are  thus  changed 
because  the  "schoolmaster  is  abroad."  But  I  tell  you 
something  far  more  effective  than  the  schoolmaster,  a 
mightier  than  Solomon,  is  abroad.  It  is  the  steam-en- 
gine, iu  its  twofold  caj»aciiy  of  a  means  of  production 
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and  a  mnm  of  transport — the  most  powerful  instrument 
by  far  of  pacification  and  commerce,  and  therefore  of  im- 
provement and  happiness,  that  the  world  ha*  ever  seen ; 
which,  while  it  increases  capital,  and  multiplies  beyond 
imagination  the  products  of  industry,  brings  tbo  most  dis- 
tant people  into  contract  with  one  another — breaks  down 
the  barrier*  which  exclusive  legislation  would  oppose  to 
the  freedom  of  mercantile  exchanges— effaces  all  peculiari- 
ties of  national  character,  and  promises,  at  no  distant  period, 
to  make  the  whole  Christian  world,  at  leant,  one  great 
family.  Sir,  the  social  effects  of  this  great  instrument  of 
modern  improvement,  have  been  singularly  promoted  by  a 
branch  of  industry  in  which  the  part  of  the  country  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  is  most  deeply  interested  ;  and  I  will 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  view  of  our  Southern  institutions,  that 
may  not  have  occurred  to  it  before,  or  made  the  impression 
it  ought  to  make  upon  it  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  believe 
that  I  do  not  speak  in  what  is  called  a  "  sectional"  spirit ; 
for  T  protect  before  God  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
my  heart.  But  let  not  those  whoso  minds  have  been  re- 
cently so  much  inflamed  against  what  they  consider  as  the 
abomination  of  domestic  servitude,  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
troth.  Sir,  1  allude  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  its 
effects,  through  the  commerce  it  fosters,  upon  the  condition 
of  society.  Whoever  shall  write  the  political  history  of 
that  invaluable  plant,  will  have  a  more  important  work  to 
perform  than  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  biographer  of 
statesmen  or  philosophers.  I  will  venture  to  say,  without 
going  more  into  details,  that  the  single  circumstance  of 
bringing  the  wonderfully  cheap  fabrics  itfoduced  by  modern 
machinery  within  the  reach  of  even  the  humbtest  of  the 
laboring  classes,  of  substituting  decent  and  comfortable 
raiment  for  the  few  scanty  and  filthy  rags — the  squalid  ex- 
terior, which  makes  poverty  not  only  more  painful,  but  at 
once  more  humiliating  and  degrading  to  its  victim,  and 
more  disgustful  to  others  than  it  ought  to  bo,  will  signally 
contribute  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  the  social 
scale,  to  raise  their  self  esteem,  and  to  increase  the  sym- 
pathy of  others  for  them :  in  a  word,  to  make  them  feel 
themselves  men,  entitled  to  a  place  among  men  ;  not  pa- 
riahs and  outcasts,  whose  contact  is  contamination.  A 
people  well  clad  and  well  housed  will  be  sure  to  provide 
themselves  with  all  the  other  comforts  of  life ;  and  it  is  the 
diffusion  of  these  comforts,  and  the  growing  taste  for  them 
among  all  classes  of  society  in  Europe— it  is  the  desire  of 
riches,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  that  is  gradually  putting 
an  end  to  the  destructive  and  bloody  game  of  war,  and  re- 
serving all  the  resources  hitherto  wasted  by  it,  for  enter- 
prises of  industry  and  commerce,  prosecuted  with  the  fiery 
spirit  which  once  vented  itself  in  scenes  of  peril  and  car- 
nage. 

But,  sir,  the  result  of  all  this  is  that  very  inequality 
of  wealth,  that  accumulation  of  vast  masses  of  it  in  a  few 
hands,  against  which  we  have  heard  so  much  said  lately, 
as  if  it  was  something  inconsistent  with  the  liberties,  the 
happiness,  and  the  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  of 
mankind.  Gigantic  fortunes  are  acquired  by  a  few  years 
of  prosperous  commerce — mechanics  and  manufacturers 
rival  and  surpass  the  princes  of  the  earth  in  opulence  and 
splendor.  The  face  of  Europe  is  changed  by  this  active 
industry,  working  with  such  mighty  instruments,  on  so 
great  a  scale.  I  have  travelled  itt  parts  of  the  continent 
which  the  spirit  of  gain,  with  its  usual  concomitants,  in- 
dustry and  improvement,  has  invaded  since  the  peace,  at 
an  interval  of  fifteen  years,  and  been  struck  with  the  revo- 
lution that  is  going  on. 

There  is  a  singularly  beautiful,  though  rather  barren  tract 
nf  country  between  Liege  and  Spa,  where,  in  1819,  my 
attention  bad  been  principally  attracted  by  the  striking  fea- 
tures of  a  mountainous  region,  with  here  and  there  a  ruin 
of  the  feudal  past,  and  here  and  there  a  hovel  of  some  poor 


hind;  tbo  very  haunt  of  the  "Wild  Boar  of  the  Ardennes," 
(See  Queniin  Durward)  in  the  good  old  times  of  the  House 
of  Burgundy.  I  returned  to  it  in  1835,  and  saw  it  covered 
with  mills  and  factories,  t>egrimed  with  the  smoke  and  soot 
of  steam-engines ;  its  romantic  beauty  deformed,  its  sylvan 
solitudes  disturbed  and  desecrated  by  the  sounds  of  active 
industry,  and  the  busy  bum  of  men.  I  asked  what  had 
brought  about  so  great  a  change,  and  found  the  author  of 
it— a  man  having  a  more  numerous  band  of  retainers  and 
dependants  than  any  baron  bold  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  in  every  respect  more  important  than  many  of  the  sov- 
ereign princes  on  the  other  *ide  of  the  Rhine— was  an  En- 
glish manufacturer,  who  had  established  himself  there 
some  twenty  years  ago,  without  much  capital,  and  had  ef- 
fected all  this  by  his  industry  and  enterprise.  Such,  air, 
is  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  of  course,  in  this  young  and  won- 
derfully progressive  country,  it  is  more  eager  and  ardent, 
and  therefore  occasionally  extravagant,  than  anywhere  else. 
But  it  is  vain  to  resist  it.  Nay,  I  believe  it  worse  than  vain. 
It  is  evidently  in  the  order  of  nature,  and  we  must  take  it 
with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evils  together.  The  great  de- 
sign of  Providence,  in  giving  to  the  most  active  and  enter- 
prising of  all  races,  a  new  world  to  possess,  to  build  up  and 
to  adorn,  are  not  to  be  thwarted  by  our  policy,  even  if  wc 
thought  it  good  policy  to  thwart  them;  all  the  instincts  or 
that  race  would  revolt  at  a  system  which  would  disappoint 
its  high  destiny. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  made  these  general  remarks,  be- 
cause, as  you  will  have  perceived,  they  have  a  direct  and 
important  hearing  upon  the  collateral  issue  presented  by  the 
advocates  of  this  bill,  though  not  in  the  bill  itself  as  some- 
thing to  be  accomplished  hereafter.  In  a  country  to  much 
governed  by  opinion,  it  is  all  important  that  opinion  should 
be  enlightened ;  and  errors  uttered  by  distinguished  men  in 
high  stations,  and  surrounded  with  whatever  talent  can 
contribute  lo  render  them  seductive  and  imposing,  cannot, 
without  public  detriment,  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed. 
I  On  this  occasion,  as  T  have  already  intimated,  it  is  far  less 
the  measure  proposed,  than  what  I  consider  as  the  quo 
ammo  of  its  advocates  here  and  elsewhere,  that  has  excited 
my  alarms  and  my  opposition.  But  I  have  objections, 
which  I  will  now  proceed  to  state,  to  the  policy  of  the  bill 
itself. 

There  are  two  very  distinct  questions  presented  to  the 
committee.  The  first  is,  shall  the  revenues  be  collected 
only  in  gold  and  silver ;  the  second,  h'>w  shall  they,  when 
collected,  be  kept  and  disbursed ;  shall  sub-treasuries  be 
established  by  the  Government,  or  shall  banks  be  employed 
for  that  purpose  as  heretofore— and  if  the  latter  course  bo 
preferred,  then  shall  the  banks  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
public  depositee,  or  shall  special  depositee  only  be  made 
with  them.  It  is  very  evident  that  these  propositions  have 
no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  and  that  either  of 
them  may  be  approved  or  rejected,  by  those  who  do  not 
reject  or  approve  the  other. 

As  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie,  my  objec- 
tions ire  by  no  means  so  strong,  or  I  should  say  bo  vehement 
now,  as  they  wern  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  when  gold 
and  silver  were  selling  at  a  premium  of  nine  or  ten  per  cent. 
At  that  lime  it  appeared  to  mo  that  such  a  measure  would 
have  been  a  mere  wanton  act  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
of  the  States,  for  no  earthly  good  purpose  whatever.  It 
would  have  been  simply  authorizing  usurers  and  money 
brokers  to  lay  upon  the  importers,  and,  through  these,  upon 
the  consumers  of  foreign  good*,  that  is  lo  say,  upon  tbo 
public,  and  especially  upon  the  plnntcrs  of  ihe  8oulh,  a 
tiriffof  duties,  in  a  good  df^rcc  arbitrary,  for  their  own 
benefit,  and  that  of  the  functionaries  of  the  Government. 
Believing,  as  I  did  and  do,  that  the  paper  circulation  of  the 
country,  from  the  great  and  sudden  contraction  in  conse- 
quence of  the  panic,  was  rather  loo  much  reduced  than  re- 
dundant, 1  confess,  as  I  said  on  n  former  occa«ion,  I  could 
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Hot  see  that  justice,  atlea»t  that  equity  and  good  conscience, 
made  it  imperative  upon  us  to  resort  to  so  stern  n  measure ; 
especially,  as  the  idea  of  furnishing,  by  that  means,  a 
bruader  metallic  basis  for  our  circulation,  had  proved  itself, 
to  our  very  senses,  to  be  completely  fallacious.  We  all  now 
ate  that  not  a  dollar  collected  by  the  Government,  and 
disbursed  by  its  creditors,  circulates  for  one  moment  as 
money,  but  is  carefully  hoarded,  and  sold  as  merchandise  ; 
and  that  it  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  so  long  as,  from 
any  cause  whatever,  exchanges  shall  be  unfavorable  to  the 
country,  is  equally  evident. 

I  admit  that,  since  the  fall  of  the  price  of  gold  and  silver 
to  five  per  cent.,  this  objection  loses  somewhat  of  its  weight, 
but  it  loses  none  of  its  truth.  The  same  law  of  currency 
now  operates,  though  in  a  mitigated  degree,  to  make  it  an 
objectionable  measure  to  repeal  the  act  of  1816,  and  so  to 
discredit,  pro  lanlo,  all  bank  notes  in  perpetuity.  Yes, 
■ir,  to  organize  panic  and  perpetuate  distrust,  so  far  as  your 
example  has  any  weight.  And  why  do  so?  What  apol- 
ogy have  you  to  make  for  an  act  that  certainly  requires 
one!  What  public  occassion,  what  pressing  exigency  re- 
quires it!  The  message  puts  the  subject,  I  admit,  in  a 
very  specious  and  captivating  form ;  it  supposes  the  case  of 
a  war,  and  the  Government  to  find  its  treasure  suddenly 
turned  into  bank  credits ;  and  we  are  asked  whether  such  a 
thing  could  be  borne.  But  admit  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  1 
Government  would  be  driven  to  that,  or  any  other  measure 
of  equal  or  even  greater  severity.  What  then  1  Does  it 
follow  that  such  a  system  should  be  unnecessarily  adopted 
in  lime  of  peace?  But  the  truth  is,  that,  even  in  time  of 
war,  it  would  make  less  difference  to  the  Government  than 
is  generally  supposed.  Certainly  some  of  its  operations, 
distant  naval  expeditions,  and  the  like,  would  require  gold 
and  silver,  and  they  must  be  bad,  at  whatever  price,  from 
within  or  from  abroad  ;  but,  after  all,  with  such  credit  as 
that  of  the  United  Stales  now  is,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  nation  should  be  embarrassed,  even  for  a  single  | 
moment,  by  the  failure  of  its  banks  to  pay  some  millions  in 
gold  and  silver.  Look  at  England,  in  the  eventful  period 
between  the  suspension  of  payment  in  1797  and  the  peace 
of  1815.  It  is  now  universally  confessed  that  hat  meas- 
sure,  and  that  measure  alone,  boldly  empirical  as  it  was 
once  thought,  enabled  her  to  sustain  the  burdens  of  that 
terrible  conflict,  and  to  achieve  a  triumph  worthy  of  her 
generous  constancy  under  misfortune.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  bow  even  the  necessities  of  war  would  compel  Govern- 
ment, abounding  in  such  resources  of  public  credit  as  no 
other  Government  ever  enjoyed,  to  resort  to  a  measure  so 
novel,  so  harsh,  so  inconsistent  with  the  established  order 
of  things  in  the  country,  and  with  all  the  habits  of  the 
people. 

But  the  grt-at  objection  with  me  is  that  which  appears 
from  a  passage  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  (jablas j>,]  to  have  presented  itself  to  Mr.  Dallas,  in 
1816.  You  will  do  some  harm  by  refusing  bank  paper; 
considering  how  little  specie  there  has  ever  been  in  this 
country,  you  may,  by  requiring  it  U  be  paid  to  you  in  a 
large  amount  annually,  make  it  alwaya  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise ;  you  will  thus  permanently  discredit  bank  notes, 
und  render  impossible  the  restoration  of  their  convertibility. 
But  that  is  not  all ;  even  should  this  mischief  not  ensue, 
you  at  least,  by  thus  rejecting  them,  to  the  whole  extent  of 
your  transactions,  abandon  the  currency  to  its  fate,  under 
the  aJmi'iUiration  of  the  States.  You  make  no  efforts,  you 
exert  no  in.\uence,  to  maintain  its  purity  and  uniformity, 
by  distinguishing  between  corporation*  which  redeem  their 
notes  and  those  which  are  notoriously  insolvent-  You 
proclaim  your  distrust  of  all  of  them  alike  ;  you  write  it  in 
your  statute-book ;  however  disastrous  the  condition  of  the 
monetary  concerns  of  the  Slates  mny  be,  through  want  of 
skill  or  want  of  conceit,  you  leave  them  to  themselves,  and 
that  when  standing  in  the  most  intiimte  and  the  most  com- 


manding relation  towards  them,  you  might,  if  you  gavo 
yourselves  the  least  trouble  about  the  matter,  exercise  a 
most  salutary  control  over  tbem,  and  remedy  those  g  rat 
inconveniences  for  the  benefit  of  us  all.  For,  sir,  it  is  not 
enough  to  say  you  have  no  power,  strictly  so  called,  under 
the  constitution,  to  regulate  the  currency.  I  admit  that 
you  have  none.  What  then  ?  Have  you  no  influence- 
influence  of  example — influence  of  precept—influence  of 
authority — influence  of  patronage—influence  of  connexion 
and  custom  in  business,  in  the  use  of  these  very  deposit**  ? 
Has  not  the  constitution  provided  that  all  defects  in  our 
institutions  shall  bo  corrected  by  amendments  regularly  re- 
commended and  introduced,  and  is  it  not  one  of  your  duties 
so  to  recommend  and  introduce  them? 

Why  do  you  not  urge  upon  the  8tates  any  reform  yoo 
may  judge  necessary  in  the  matter?  I  appeal  to  every  one 
that  hears  me,  what  be  ahould  think  of  an  individual,  who, 
possessing  immense  influence  in  a  community,  with  an  in- 
come of  many  millions  a  year,  should,  in  a  lime  of  trouble, 
coolly  withdraw  himself  from  society,  and  hoard  his  money, 
like  a  usurer  in  a  cemmereial  panic,  waiting  until  the  ex- 
treme necessities  of  bis  neighbors  shall  throw  them 


his  mercy  ?  Is  this  the  morality  we  are  taught  in  our  pri- 
vote  relations?  8hall  nothing  be  expected  from  htm  to 
whom  so  much  has  been  given  ?  Shall  he  hide  his  light 
under  a  bushel?  Shall  he  bury  bis  ten  talents  in  thar 
earth,  and  escape  condemnation  as  an  unprofitoble  servant  ? 
And  shall  that  be  right  in  a  Government,  which,  in  a  pri- 
vate person,  shocks  the  moral  sense  of  all  mankind — in  a 
Government  standing  towards  the  people  of  this  country  in 
relations  so  very  peculiar !  Sir,  what  answer  would  you  have 
to  give  to  the  States,  if,  in  a  moment  of  public  calamity, 
like  that  which  is  just  passing  away,  feeling  their  distress, 
aggravated  through  your  harsh  exactions  of  what  their  peo- 
ple had  not  to  give,  appealing  in  vain  to  you  for  succor  or 
for  counsel,  they  were  to  hold  to  you  the  language  which 
indignation  and  astonishment  would  naturally  inspire  under 
such  extraordinary  circumstances  ?  If  they  were  to  say  to 
you,  "  Wu  have,  doue  every  thing  to  exalt  and  to  magnify 
you—  we  have  clothed  you  with  outhority  and  awe — we 
have  armed  you  with  mighty  powere,  with  the  axea  and 
fasces  of  supreme  jurisdiction — we  have  surrounded  you 
with  all  the  glorious  equipage  and  pomp  of  empire,  endow- 
ed you  with  a  vast  treasury,  with  fleets,  armies,  senates, 
and  judges— that  palace,  these  gorgeous  domes — this  capi- 
tolium  fulgetu—vhH  for  ?  That  you  should  renounce  all 
community  of  interest,  all  sympathy  with  us?  That  there 
should  be  no  ties  of  affection  or  of  duty  between  us?  That 
you  should  ostentatiously  proclaim  yourselves,  as  your 
worst  enemies  have  sometimes  alleged  that  your  are,  a  for- 
eign Government  in  the  midst  of  our  country,  and  even 
avail  yourselves  of  a  moment  of  cruel  revulsion  and  calam- 
ity, to  make  us  feel  that  you  are  so  in  spirit  and  in  truth!" 
Sir,  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  conceive,  bow  such  a  ccura*. 
should  fail  to  strike  every  body  as  a  perversion  of  alt  the 
eternal  obligations  of  morality,  which  are,  and  ought  to  be, 
as  binding  upon  communities  as  upon  the  individuals  that 
compoxe  them ;  how  gentlemen  can,  at  such  a  moment  as 
the  present,  entertain,  without  emotion,  the  strange  prop- 
osition that  this  Government  should  bury  itself,  like  Sards- 
napalua,  in  a  selfish  repose,  a  degenerute  and  inglorious  in- 
difference to  all  the  interests  of  the  country ;  or,  if  I  can 
make  auch  a  comparison  without  shocking  them  too  much, 
that,  like  Nero,  it  should  fiddle  while  Rome  is  burning. 

Agreeing,  then,  sir,  with  the  Executive  in  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  message,  I  differ  with  it  in  the  practical 
inferences  deduced  from  tbem.  In  the  division  of  power 
between  the  Government  and  the  8tatea,  I  think  with  it, 
that  all  that  is  required  to  meet  this  emergency,  has  not 
been  given  to  the  lormer.  But  the  inadequacy  of  our  pow- 
ers is  no  excuse  for  not  exerting  them  to  the  uttermost  for 
the  public  good,  especially  as  there  is  reason  to  think  that  the 
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convention  did  nol  foresee  the  present  state  of  things.  We 
can  do  much,  if  we  cannot  do  every  thing.  The  occasion 
calU  onlj  for  a  good  wilt,  and  a  moderate  share  of  practical 
ability  ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  among  the 
existing  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  can  be  found 
ample  means  of  accomplishing  the  two  great  objects  of  re- 
storing specie  payments,  and  maintaining  hereafter,  in  all 
ordinary  times,  a  convertible  currency,  which  is  all  that 
we  can  expect  to  do. 

Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  Ft  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  paper  of  the  banks  should  not 
only  not  in  fact  be  depreciated,  (as  I  believe  is  actually  the 
case, )  bat  should  be  able  to  stand  the  only  sure,  and,  to 
the  public  at  large,  satisfactory,  test  of  that  fact;  I  mean 
convertibility  into  specie.  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  ac- 
cident of  a  failure  in  the  means  of  making  their  payments 
in  tho  precious  metal*,  is  one  against  which,  according  to 
the  course  of  modern  commerce,  there  can  be  no  complete 
security  ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  more  absurdly  exagger- 
ated, than  the  importance  attached  to  that  occurrence,  by 
persons  not  familiar  with  the  principles  of  banking,  when 
it  happens  in  consequence  of  an  extraordinary  demand 
from  abroad,  or  a  sadden  panic  within.  Nay,  more ;  I 
admit  that  the  most  usual  effect  of  a  great  revulsion  in 
trade,  is,  to  throw  much  paper  out  of  circulation  ;  to  con- 
tract the  currency,  and  so  to  bring  down  exchanges  and 
pric*»fl,  and  raise  the  value  of  the  money  that  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  public.  But  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  though  it  may  not  be  a  present  evil,  is  always 
fraught  with  danger.  It  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  a 
statesman  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  soon  as  possible,  either  by 
encouragement  or  by  compulsion.  It  is  for  this,  among 
other  reasons,  that  I  so  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes;  inasmuch  as  it  relieved  us  from  the 
necessity  either  of  directly  refusing  to  take  the  paper  of 
the  banks  at  par,  or,  by  receiving  it,  (as  we  might  other- 
wise very  safely  have  done,)  of  betraying  those  companies 
into  an  impolitic  enlargement  of  their  issues,  before  the 
balance  of  payments  had  been  turned  in  our  fnvor,  as  I 
hope  it  will  be,  by  the  coming  crop.  I  regarded  it  as  an 
excellent  temporary  ex|«dient,  for  avoiding,  at  present, 
thU  choice  of  evils.  So  far,  I  think  nothing  more  un- 
founded than  the  general  charge  of  insolvenry  against  all 
our  banks,  which  is  so  inconsiderately  uttered  by  the  press, 
and  in  debate,  as  well  as  the  assertion  repeated  over  and 
over  again,  on  this  floor,  that  the  country  is  laboring  under 
an  excessive  and  depreciated  currency.  It  is  not  yet  so; 
but  it  will,  I  fear,  very  soon  be  so,  if  the  hunks  do  not 
make  an  effort  to  return  to  specie  payments  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  so :  now  that 
their  issues  sro  contracted  ;  that  importations  have  been 
checked;  that  exchanges  are  become  more  favorable ;  and 
that  the  great  southern  crops  are  ahout  to  be  sent  forward 
to  make  them  still  more  so.  Let  every  one  interested  in 
the  fste  ol  these  institutions,  ns  well  as  in  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  country,  exert  whatever  influence  he  may 

JKMsesfl,  to  bring  about  that  result ;  and  to  deliver  the  banks 
rom  the  temptations  to  dangerous  excess,  to  which  the  re- 
turn of  an  active  and  proeperoua  business  will  inevitably 
expose  them,  if  they  do  not,  once  more,  lay  themselves 
under  the  restraint  of  convertibility. 

Sir,  should  hey  unhappily  take  a  different  course,  and 
ahouU  this  Government,  after  using  sll  its  influence  and 
authority  to  estsblish  the  currency  of  the  country  on  a 
better  fooling,  fail  of  success  in  its  most  zealous  endeavors, 
I  sdmit  that  it  may  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  its  own  business  and  creditors,  by  independent 
legislation  of  its  own.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  variously 
depreciated  currency  cannot  be  tolerated  as  the  settled  sys- 
tem of  the  country.  The  ports  of  one  Sute  cannot  he 
preferred  to  those  of  another,  in  this  way,  any  more  than 
by  an  expros*  statute  to  that  effect.    Nor  con  the  public 


■  lie  new,  iuii  uuinumuin  unuci  uic  iiiguoi 

obligationa  to  see  thst  their  dues  be  not  paid 
at  ia  really  worth  a  great  deal  less  than  it  pur- 


creditor  be  justly  paid  in  money  really  depreciated — 1 1 
nol  in  reference  merely  to  gold  and  silver,  which  are  them- 
selves lisble  to  great  fluctuations  in  value,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  commodities  that  compose  the  conveniences 
and  necessaries  of  life.  The  effects  of  a  redundant  cur- 
rency, when  once  they  begin  to  be  distinctly  perceived,  are 
counteracted  by  a  general  rise  of  prices.  Money  is  twice 
as  easy  to  be  got,  but  you  have  to  pay  twice  as  much  for 
every  thing  which  it  buys.  But  thcie  is  one  class  of  per- 
sons who  have  no  means  of  indemnifying  themselves  by 
raising  the  nominal  value  of  their  property  or  their  claima. 
It  is  the  class  of  thoae  who  live  on  fixed  incomes — annui- 
tants, fundholdera,  functionaries  of  States,  pensioners. 
They  are  paid  a  certain  sum,  and  with  every  diminution  in 
the  value  it  expresses,  they  lose  just  so  much  of  what  they 
are  fairly  entitled  to.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, it  ia  quite  clear,  that  Government  is  under  the  highest 
of  all  moral 
them  in  what 
pons  to  be. 

What  I  have  hitherto  said  relates  to  the  first  question 
propounded  by  the  bill  on  your  table — shall  gold  and  silver 
only  be  received  in  payment  of  Government  duea!  As  to 
the  second  inquiry,  sir,  whether  the  revenue  shall  be  kept 
by  officers  of  our  own,  or  by  the  banks  ;  anil  if  the  latter, 
w  hether  in  the  ahape  of  special  or  general  deposits,  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  so  ably  said,  upon  that  head, 
against  the  system  recommended  by  the  message,  that  I 
am  very  little  disposed  to  trouble  the  committee  with  sny 
additional  remarks  in  regard  to  it.  Were  I  driven  to  make 
a  choice  between  the  two  plans  referred  to,  I  should,  as  at 
present  advised,  greatly  prefer  that  of  a  special  deposits, 
on  a  small  commission,  as  at  once  the  safest,  the  cheapest, 
and  most  simple — as  departing  less  from  our  previous 
customs,  and  not  bring  so  liable  to  the  great  practical  ob- 
jection of  going  permanently  to  increase  the  already  enor- 
mous and  disproportionate  influence  of  the  Executive  power, 
which,  beyond  all  doubt,  far  exceeds  any  thing  that  was 
anticipated  by  the  founders  of  the  Government,  and  serious- 
ly threatens  to  disturb,  if  not  to  subvert,  the  whole  balance 
of  the  constitution.  I  need  not  say  that  I  have  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  present,  or  any  other  individual  in- 
cumbent. I  speak  of  the  operations  of  great  general  causes, 
and  of  a  system,  whose  effects  are  almost  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  the  wilt  of  man.  Another  very  great  objection 
to  the  scheme  reported  by  the  committee,  is  its  resemblsnce, 
or,  at  least,  its  fearful  leaning  to  that  of  a  great  political 
bank  of  the  United  States,  of  which  a  justly  celebrated  re- 
port of  one  of  my  predecessors,  upon  this  floor,*  demon- 
strated, some  years  ago,  the  dangers  and  inconveniences, 
as  I  have  always  supposed,  to  the  universal  conviction  of 
the  people.  But  although  I  should  prefer  the  special  de- 
P-Ktic  system  to  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  adopt  it.  That  immense 
benefits  have  been  conferred  upon  the  country,  by  sdding 
to  iu>  productive  capital,  the  large  amounts  of  public  money 
which  would  otherwise  hsve  lain  dormant  in  the  Treasury, 
does  not  admit  of  a  question.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  ia 
the  course  of  the  half  century  that  has  elapsed  since  '89, 
countless  millions  hsve  been  the  fruit  of  this  truly  psternal 

Our  predecessors,  Mr.  Dallas 
have  been  deeply  impressed  with 


•  Mr.  Mc  Duffle.  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  In 
1831 .  Mr.  Qui  latin  remarks  of  this  system  of  sub-treasuries,  presented 
us  40  alternative  to  a  bank  «f  the  United  Slates,  ia  Ms  celebrated 
pamphlet  on  that  subject,  that  with  the  exception  >  f  th--  power  tif  re- 
ceiving pri  v  ae  deprsmes,  the  otject  of  which  provision  is  not  perceiv- 
ed, this  is  precisely  the  speel  s  of  national  lank  which  has  b»  en  su§- 
e>-sted  In  the  President's  last  message,  0(91.)  The  question  whether 
Dae  tairchasfl  .  f  drafts  would,  as  we  think,  be  a  charge  on  the  Treas- 
ury, or  prove,  ss  seems  to  ls»  expected,  a  source  of  profit,  Is  on«-  of 
eecondary  Importance.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  issues  of  the 
Stat<-  banks  could  not,  nor  indeed  is  it  expected  thai  they  could,  bs 
checked  by  this  pUn.-aV«f«  6y  Mr.  L 
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thin  view  of  the  subject.  They  seem  to  have  felt  them- 
selves  bound  (o  render  our  system  of  taxation,  which,  even 
in  its  mildest  form,  is,  in  fact,  a  confiscation  of  private  prop- 
erty for  public  uses,  ax  little  burdensome  as  possible  to  the 
community.  8ir,  whatever  we  may  think  of  tho  policy  ol 
pursuing  their  footsteps  any  further,  no  one  can  deny  that 
they  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  the 
past ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  too  sensible  of  the  benefit,  to 
throw  it  away  without  very  mature  consideration,  unless 
under  the  pressure  of  a  cogent  necessity. 

But  we  hare  been  told,  sir,  that,  far  from  being  an  inno- 
vation,  this  mode  of  collecting  the  public  revenues  was 
universal  from  the  earliest  times  until  the  beginning  of  the 
list  century — that  is  to  say,  until  an  age  of  philosophic 
light  and  diffusive  civilization,  at  which  another  good  old 
plan,  established  from  time  immemorial,  the  burning  of 
witches  and  heretic*,  unhappily  ceased  too.  This  coinci- 
dence certainly  appears  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration; the  committee  will  see,  that  in  the  matter  of 
innovation,  going  back  too  far  is  at  least  as  dangerous  as 
going  forward  loo  rapidly.  But  there  has  been  another 
reference  to  the  examples  of  the  pa»t  which  struck  me  still 
more  forcibly  as  a  most  extraordinary  perversion  of  the 
lessons  of  experience.  Sir,  I  do  confess  to  you,  that  Ins- 
fore  sny  discussion  had  taken  place  in  either  part  of  this 
Capitol  on  the  subject  before  you — long  before  I  bad 
heard  of  that  allusion  to  the  Qunstor,  referred  to  the  other 
day  by  my  eloquont  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Horr- 
M ait,]  at  the  bire  slating  of  this  project  in  its  first  concep- 
tion and  most  general  outlines,  certain  images  preeeiiud 
themselves  lo  my  mind,  and  have  ever  since  haunted  it, 
in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  to  banish  them.  They  were  ideas 
that,  in  my  simple  way  of  considering  such  matters,  shock- 
ed and  alarmed  me— ideas  of  Roman  conquest  and  Asiatic 
despotism.  I  thought  of  that  roost  fearful  of  all  things,  a 
vast  empire  with,  power  centralized  at  its  capital,  with 
commerce  centralizing  by  the  inevitable  course  of  trade, 
which  alwaya  and  everywhere  tends  to  centralization,  at 
some  great  emporium,  with  its  revenues  collected  only  in 
go|<l  and  silver,  to  be  hoarded,  as  was  the  waj  at  Rome  and 
Babylon  or  Persepolis.  I  fancied  I  could  see  one  of  the 
Proconsuls  or  prauors — the  Bashaws  of  the  republic,  as 
Montesquieu  s:>  justly  calls  them — Verrca,  for  example — 
going  forth  with  the  same  (j  ores  tor,  surrounded  with  an 
army  of  publicans  or  farmcra  of  the  revenue,  to  gather  the 
dues  of  Rome  in  a  devoted  province— another  Sicily— as 
dues  were  wont  lo  be  gathered  by  the  aatraps  of  that  mili- 
tary commonwealth,  that  is  to  say,  wrung  with  their  blood 
from  subjugated  nations,  whose  pleasant  places  were  laid 
waste.withnut  remorse,  to  glut  the  rapacity  of  conquest.  Sir, 
I  little  imagined  that  such  a  system  would  have  been  cited, 
nay,  alluded  to,  in  this  age,  except  with  a  view  to  inspire 
the  horror  and  execration  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  excite. 
Roman  example!  "Tho  Demon  city,"  (as  it  has  been 
called  by  a  writer  of  genius — Herder,)  whose  whole  histo- 
ry, from  b.  ginning  to  end,  is  a  tragedy  far  deeper  and 
more  dreadful  than  the  tale  of  CEdipus  or  the  At  ride,  and 
leading  to  a  catastrophe  of  an  awful  political  justice. 
Why,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  annals  of  Mongolian 
conquest,  worse  than  the  ravages  perpetrated  by  her  con- 
suls— by  Mummius,  Paulua,  wEmiliua,  Sylla — in  some  of 
the  fairest  and  most  civilized  portions  of  the  earth.  There 
were  flourishing  countries,  whose  fertility  and  population 
were  exhausted  by  a.  perpetual  drain  of  corn  and  gladiators 
to  feed  her  lazy  and  licentious  populace,  and  amuae  them 
with  the  unutterable  atrocities  of  her  ampitheatre.  And 
what  was  the  end  of  sll  this  misrule?  Weakness,  pover- 
ty, desolation,  barbarism — the  Goth,  the  Vandal,  the  Hun. 
Yet  long  before  the  footstep  of  a  barbarian  had  been  im- 
pressed upon  the  soil  of  the  empire,  as  Gibbon  has  well 
remarked ;  long  before  thai  scourge  of  God,  under  whose 
horse.'  hoof  the  grass  was  said  never  to  grow  again,  had 
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|  been  sent  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  mankind,  in  the  course 
of  half  a  century  after  Couttantine  bad  founded  a  new 
Rome,  whole  tracts  of  fertile  country  had  been  completely 
depopulated  and  abandoned.  Even  of  that  paradise  of  all 
this  earth,  on  which  poetry  and  panegyric  have  been  ex- 
hausted in  every  age,  in  all  languages,  the  Campania  fe- 
lts, a  very  considerable  portion  was  become  a  waste. 
Nor,  sir,  was  this  owing  to  the  despotism  of  the  CsMurs, 
us  nn  excellent  writer  has  well  observed,  (Jacob*,)  in  ref- 
erence to  this  passage  of  the  "  Decline  and  Full,"  and  as 
this  committee  will  do  well  to  remark.  There  co-operated 
with  that  miagovernroent,  a  curse  which  has  been  said, 
and  is  thus  proved,  to  be  wor»e  than  "  the  inclemency  of 
the  seasons  and  the  barrenness  of  the  earth,"  (Ad.  Smith.) 
a  decreasing  currency.  The  supply  of  the  precious  metals 
had  been  for  upwards  of  two  centuries  continually  dimin- 
ishing, while  the  quantity  of  them  sent  in  quest  of  luxu- 
ries to  the  East,  to  return  no  more,  bad  been  increasing  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  o  revenue  of  £15,000,000  or 
£'20,000,000  was  constantly  levied  in  gold  and  silver,  to 
be  expended  at  a  iliamnt  capital,  or  on  the  frontlets.  This 
important  fact  speaks  volumes  to  us  on  this  subject.  It  is 
unquestionably  true  that  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  of 
the  declining  empire,  was  a  circulation  diminishing  so 
frightfully  that  the  pay  of  a  general  in  the  the  third  centu- 
ry was  nominally  not  higher  than  that  of  a  private  had 
been  in  the  reign  of  Augustas,  (Herder.)  8o  much  for 
the  Roman  sub-Treasury  system,  and  the  example  of  the 
Qucestor ! 

But,  sir,  another  objection  to  the  present  system  is,  thai 
it  leads  to  fluctuations  in  the  currency ;  and  that  brings 
me  to  consider  the  general  effects  of  the  credit  system  upon 
the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

1  begin  by  admitting  lhat  there  is  something  in  this  ob- 
jection, but  by  no  means  ss  much  as  is  thought  by  persons 
who  have  not  very  attentively  considered  the  subject.  Un- 
doubtedly if  your  revenue,  instead  of  being  uniform,  or  at 
least  varying  very  little  from  year  to  year,  be  permitted  to 
fluctuate  extremely— if  a  great  surplus  like  lhat  of  which 
you  disposed  last  year  is  to  he  allowed  ever  and  anon  to 
accumulate,  and  then  to  be  withdrawn  from  one  depository 
and  scattered  among  many  others;  to  be  again  suddenly 
withdrawn  from  them,  and  ultimately  distributed  without 
teferecce  to  the  wants  of  commerce  and  the  course  of  busi- 
ness, but  on  merely  arbitrary  principles,  among  the  States ; 
if  such  financial  blunders  are  to  be  repeated  often  in  our 
future  policy,  we  should  do  well  lo  confine  the  effects  of 
them  within  as  narrow  limit*  as  |*>h stole,  and  even  a  system 
of  hoarding  might,  in  auch  a  case,  perhaps,  do  less  barm 
than  all  this  vexatious  irregularity  and  uncertainty.  But, 
in  the  first  place,  whose  fsull  waa  that  \  Whose  legisla- 
tion occasioned  lhat  preposterous  accumulation  t  Whose 
unequal  and  oppressive  tariffs  extorted  from  commerce  the 
vast  sums  which  were  afterwarda  lo  be  lavished  upon  it  with 
auch  intoxicating  effects  1  Yours,  sir;  ibis  House,  this 
Congress  is  responsible  for  whatever  mischiefs  grew  out  of 
that  strange  anomaly.  Let  the  blame  light  upon  the  heads 
of  the  guilty.  I  trust  in  God  we  are  not  destined  soon  to 
see  another  auch  surplus— and  if  we  should,  most  certainly 
I  should  expect  proper  precautions  to  lie  adopted  to  prevent 
iu  operating  again  so  powerfully  to  derange  the  business  of 
the  country.  But  what  sort  of  argument  ia  it  again*t  the 
comparatively  moderate  depositee  made  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  by  the  Government,  lo  recompense  the 
hanks  for  their  services  nn  fiscal  agents,  and  make  taxation 
leas  oppressive,  that  an  enormous  accumulation  like  that 
referred  lo,  so  capriciously  disposed  of,  so  violently  trans- 
ferred from  one  place  of  deposite  to  another,  produced 
much  evil  1  And  here,  sir,  I  beg  to  ask  gentlemen,  wheth- 
er it  baa  ever  occurred  to  them  to  imagine  what  would 
have  been  the  effect — what  would  alwaya  be  the  effect— 
of  such  an  accumulation,  if  it  bad  been  in  gold  and  silver  1 


Su}>-Trcasury  Bill. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1553 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1554 


Oct.  13,  1837.] 


Sub-Treaaur^  BUL 


[H.  or  R. 


What  if  our  revenues  should  ever  again  amount  to  what 
they  were  in  1815?  Will  any  man  undertake  to  nay 
that  the  abstraction  from  the  circulslion  of  llie  commercial 
world  of  no  large  a  sum  aa  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  specie, 
would  not,  at  any  time,  occasion  •  serious  derangement  of 
business  and  fill  of  prices  abroad,  attended  with  all  the 
usual  evils  of  such  an  event  ?  1  shall  advert,  hereafter, 
more  particularly,  to  the  important  subject  of  the  supply 
of  the  precious  metals  for  the  purposes  of  commerce ;  but 
I  here  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  view  of  it 
that  is  entitled  t  ■  their  profound  consideration.  If  I  do 
not  greatly  err,  in  all  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  been 
brought  by  my  researches  in  this  matter,  no  calculation 
can  be  made  of  the  effect  which  the  adoption — I  will  not 
say  of  the  "hard  money  system,"  but  of  any  sylcni  what- 
ever, calling  for  a  much  greater  demand  of  the  precious 
metals — might  have  upon  the  state  of  trade. 

8ir,  I  have  said  that  the  importance  of  these  fluctuations 
in  the  paper  currency  of  a  country,  have  been  very  much 
overrated.  Some  people  seem  to  think  an  expansion  in 
the  circulating  medium  must  always  be  attended  with  a 
audden  rise  in  prices,  and  a  spirit  of  extravagant  specula- 
tion. But  it  is  not  so.  Mr.  Tooke  has  shown  that  these 
two  things  have  in  fact  veiy  seldom  coincided — that  spec- 
ulation depends  in  the  first  instance,  upon  moral  causes 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  slate  of  the  currency  ;  and, 
although  ati  abundance  of  money  may,  and  docs  aggra- 
vate the  evil  where  it  exists,  yet,  by  itself,  it  never  leads 
to  any  excitement.  Take  any  example  of  a  commercial 
crisis  y oo  please,  and  you  will  find  that  there  were  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  which  acted  on  the  imaginations  of 
men — florid  pictures  of  general  prosperity,  bright  visions  of 
p-wsible  success  in  new  channel*  of  trade,  and  adventures 
as  yet  untried.  There  is  a  remarkable  proof  ol  this  in  the 
terrihla  convuLion  in  England  in  1825,  the  most  serious 
perhaps  that  she  has  ever  passed  through.  In  1822  there 
was  a  most  depressed  stale  of  prices  below  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. The  lowering  of  the  interest  on  an  immense 
amount  of  Government  stock  in  1823  and  '21,  engendered 
an  impatient  desire  of  more  profitable  investments.  Then 
came  the  acknowledgment  ol  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  States,  with  hope*  of  advantageous  loans 
to  the  new  Government!?,  of  great  mining  speculations, 
and  of  a  vast  extension  of  ull  branches  of  trade,  upon 
which  thai  great  political  event,  it  was  supposed,  could 
not  fail  to  produce  sudden  and  incalculable  effects.  The 
spirit  of  adventure  thus  awakeued,  soon  spread  itself 
abroad  over  every  department  of  commerce;  and  a  moral 
epidemic,  as  it  has  been  well  termed,  broke  out,  such  as 
no  policy  of  Government,  of  free  Government  at  least, 
could  possibly  control.  Hut  the  same  excitement  would 
have  occurred  had  the  circulation  of  England  been  metal- 
lic ;  and,  sir,  a  proof  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  a  long  aeries  of  good  harvests,  and  to  the  prepa- 
rations which  the  Hank  of  England  had  been  making  to 
substitute  gold  for  the  small  notes  which  still  circulated  in 
lH2t,  her  treasure  was  unusually  large,  (something  like 
£13,000,000  instead  of  £10,000,000,  iu  regular  maxi- 
mum,) and  so  far  as  her  usues  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
exciting  the  spirit  of  circulation,  it  was  not  u  deficiency, 
but  an  excess  of  bullion  that  occasioned  the  mischief — 
just  as  was  the  case  in  this  country  during  the  last  two 
years.  I  say,  sir,  this  spirit  of  speculation  is  incident  to 
the  adventurous  operations  of  commcice,  and  it  tuakes  no 
difference  whether  those  operations  be  carried  on  in  specie 
or  in  paper.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who  sits 
near  me,  [Mr.  St.nsr.a.jrr,]  anticipated  mo  in  citing  the 
example  of  the  famous  bubble  year  in  England,  (1721,) 
when,  as  he  justly  remarked,  the  circulation  of  that  coun- 
try might  be  considered  as  almost  exclusively  metallic,  for 
the  issues  of  the  hank  were  what  they  had  been  for  some 
years  before,  only  about  £2,000,000,  and  not  more  than 
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half  what  they  were  iu  a  few  years  after,  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect calm.  Dut  I  will  add  another  instance,  a  most  mem- 
orable and  instructive  one,  from  our  own  history.  If  this 
country  has  ever  been  blessed  with  a  purely  metallic  cur- 
rency, it  was  shortly  after  the  peace  of  '83,  and  from  that 
epoch  until  the  establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  tho 
United  Stales;  and,  sir,  if  a  man  were  called  to  point  out 
that  era  in  its  history  in  which  its  pecuniary  condition 
was  most  deplorable,  he  would,  without  hesitation,  name 
that.  There  was  a  want  of  money,  even  to  transact  the 
ordinary  business  of  life  ;  a  good  portion  of  the  little  tiade 
left  us  was  carried  on  by  barter;*  industry  was  languish- 
ing fur  want  of  the  means  of  exchanging  its  products;  no- 
body had  any  credit ;  all  was  eml«arras"Uicnl,  desponden- 
cy, and  gloom.  Iu  the  midst  of  all  this  distress,  thero 
was  a  cry,  not  for  hard  money,  as  in  the  present  crisis — 
they  had  enough  of  chat,  in  one  sense,  at  least — but  for  the 
good  old-fashioned  paper  money  issued  by  the  States,  and 
the  discontents  of  some  of  the  boldest  and  most  active 
spirits  of  New  England  broke  out  into  open  revolt  against 
society,  and  seriously  threatened  its  ovorthrow.  Sir, 
never  since  we  have  been  a  people,  have  we  passed  through 
a  period  so  full  of  perils  of  all  sorts!  Never  was  tho  mo- 
rality of  the  nation  put  to  so  severe  a  trial;  or  its  peaic 
and  its  institutions,  and  its  destinies  brought  so  near  to 
the  very  edge  of  tho  precipice.  And  what  was  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  all  this  intense  pecuniary  distress  ?  Spec- 
ulation, sir,  far  wilder,  in  proportion,  than  any  that  has 
since  occurred.  We  had  imported  in  the  mo  first  years 
after  the  peace,  a  large  amount,  830,000,000,  against  ex- 
ports of  some  eight  or  nine  millions.  Look  into  Pitkin's 
Siatistica.  And  yet  with  a  fact  from  our  own  history,  so 
important,  so  authentic,  so  full  of  instruction  on  all  tho 
points  involved  in  this  discussion,  you  hear  able  and  lead- 
ing men  speak  of  the  spirit  of  speculation,  as  something 
inseparably  connected  with  paper  money  alone.  No,  sir, 
it  results  from  what  is  called  the  14  course  of  trade,"  in  its 
perpetual  round  of  quiescence — improvement — increasing 
confidence — prospcri  ty  — ex  ci  tement — o  ve  r  trad  i  n  g — co  n  - 
vulsion — stagnation — pressure — distress — ending  iu  quies- 
cence again. \  Nor  is  it  by  bank  issues,  even  where  banks 
most  abound,  that  it  is  supplied  with  the  means  of  com- 
passing its  object.  In  1825,  it  is  said  that  mercantile  pa- 
per to  the  amount  of  near  $600,000,000  was  negotiated  in 
Loudon.  Mr.  Kothschild  mentions  that  bis  house  receiv- 
ed, in  the  course  of  two  months,  bills  to  the  amount  of  a 
million  anil  a  half,;  while  the  circulation  of  the  Hank  of 
England,  and  the  country  banks  together,  did  not  exceed 
thirty  millions.  It  is  commercial  credit  and  private  loans, 
that  at  such  periods  encourage  and  sustain  those  greut  and 
perilous  0|>erations — not  banks,  not  bank  notes,  not  iedun- 
dant  currency,  strictly  so  called. 

But,  if  banks  do  not  occasion  such  excitements,  they, 
on  the  other  hand,  greatly  mitigate  the  effects  of  the  revul- 
sion that  follows.  We  had  no  banks  in  this  country  in 
'86  to  help  the  people  in  their  distress,  as  the  Hank  of 
England  aided  and  saved  the  commercial  community  of 
England  in  1B25. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  more  closely  into  the  causes  of 
the  late  excitement  iu  the  moneyed  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  Iu  my  opinion,  they  have  been  too 
partially  considered,  nnd  we  have  added  to  our  other  mis- 
fortunes mutual  reproaches,  which  arc  ccrjainly  (I  speak 
it  with  the  prufoundest  deference  for  the  very  able  persona 
with  whom  I  differ)  not  all  of  them  well  founded.  The 
merchants,  as  a  body,  have  been  censored  for  imprudent 
and  proflignte  speculation.  They,  in  turn,  accuse  the  Gov- 
ernment of  a  wanton  and  even  wicked  tampering  with  the 
great  interests  of  commerce,  which  Governments  seldom 

•  Washington's  amines,  cut.  IX.    Hamilton's  rep"rt  on  uV  Rank 
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touch  without  doing  some  mischief.  8ir,  I  do  not  think 
this  a  fit  occasion  for  angry  recrimination,  and  having  been 
absent  during  the  conflict  to  which  I  allude,  1  desiro  to 
mingle  as  little  as  possible  in  the  passions  of  the  past.  I 
mast  my,  however,  that  I  incline  to  believe  more  import- 
ance has  been  attached  to  the  specie  circular,  in  a  mere 
economical  point  of  view,  (I  say  nothing  of  it*  political 
character,)  than  it  deserves.  I  do  nut  mean  to  affirm  that 
it  had  not  its  share  in  adding  to  the  embarrassments  of  the 
money  market  after  the  revulsion  had  began.  But  the 
tide  had  turned  Iwfore.  That  paper  was  issued  here  on 
the  1 1th  of  July,  1836.  Now,  as  early  as  the  1st  of  July, 
the  Dank  of  England  had  felt  itself  constrained  to  adopt  a 
coarse  which  led  to  an  instant  fall  of  prices,  and  this  (all 
of  prices  was  in  a  short  time  as  much  as  20  or  30  per  cent. 
Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  in  the  pamphlet  already  alluded  to, 
admits  the  fact,  and  justifies  the  proceeding.  Habes  con- 
fiieniem  reum.*  Now,  sir,  be  pleased  to  consider  what 
frightful  havoc  a  loss  of  20  or  30  per  cent,  on  1,600,000 
ball's  of  cotton  alone  would  occasion  in  the  commercial 
world,  especially  when  such  a  terrible  deficit  happens  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  contraction  of  bank  issues,  and  great 
scarcity  in  the  money  market,  at  a  period  of  prodigious  ex- 
citement  in  every  branch  of  trade,  (for  it  is  then  only  that 
contractions  arc  dangerous,)  and  of  speculative  investments 
in  every  sort  of  enterprise.  The  Bank  of  England,  through 
its  deputy  governor,  alleges,  in  justification  of  its  course, 
that  it*  treasure,  which  was  just  beginning  to  recover  from 
the  drain  occasioned  by  speculations  in  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese funds,  during  tho  year  1834— another  phrensy  of 
the  times,  that  led  to  a  catastrophe  which  I  witnessed  in 
(he  spring  of  183ft,  and  in  hard-money  countries,  too— 
was  again  reduced  by  drafts  made  upon  it,  for  various  pur- 
poses, in  America,  to  the  amount  of  ,£",600,000.  Of 
this  amount,  £1,200,000  was  borrowed  for  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8tales ;  the  rest  came  over  to  be  laid  oat,  no 
doubt,  in  canal  and  railway  or  bank  stock  ;  or,  to  supply, 
as  Mr.  Palmer  supposes,  the  vacuum  in  onr  circulation 
occasioned  by  the  prohibition,  in  some  of  the  States,  of 
sin ull  notes,  or  the  new  demand  for  gold  consequent  upon 
the  change  introduced  by  the  gold  bill,  in  the  session  of 
1 S35.  Sir,  as  the  guardian  of  the  currency  of  England, 
the  bank  was,  no  doubt,  on  strict  principle,  justified  in  per- 
suing that  cautious  policy,  in  imposing  a  salutary  check 
upon  speculation  ;  but  I  have  very  great  doubts  whether  it 
did  not  go  too  far ;  and  whether  its  sodden  and  rather  vio- 
lent interference  with  the  natural  course  of  things,  has  not 
been  attended,  in  England  as  well  as  in  this  country,  with 
evil  consequences  that  might  have  been  avoided,  or  at  least 
very  much  mitigated,  had  exchanges  been  left  to  correct 
themselves,  as  they  have  a  notural  tendency  to  do.  It  is 
a  circumstance  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee— and  I  advert  to  it  to  show  tint  nothing  ran  be 
more  unjust  than  the  charge  of  profligate  speculation  made 
against  the  great  body  of  our  merchants,  (however  indivtd- 

in 
be- 
apparent 

>  of  trade  was,  during  that  period,  steadily  snd  great- 
ly against  us.  Sir,  this  singular  phenomenon  i*  now  satis- 
factorily ei plained.  We  know  that  it  was  owing  to  im- 
mense investments  of  British  capital  (much  of  it,  no  doubt, 
sent  over  in  the  shape  of  goods,)  in  the  United  States, 
quite  independent  of  the  ordinary  commercial  balance. 
For  example,  a  run  was  made  upon  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  May,  1333,  during  the  agitation  that  accompanied  the 


uals  may  deserve  censure,)— that,  from  1831  until  late 
the  autumn  of  1886,  exchange  with  Europe  never  fell  I 
low,  and  w««  often  much  above  par,  although  the  appan 


•  The  Causes  and  <Jon**«|ii<>nce*  of  ihrr  Prrssure  upon  iho  Money 
Market,  with  a  stafim-iii  of  .he  actlm  of  uV  Bank  of  England.  fr»m 
U>  1st  of  Octohf-r,  l«R  u.  the  ZTih  of  December,  1830,  by  J.  Homley 
Palmer,  K*n.   I^od.n,  IRff. 

"The  fall  in  nrki*ot*l  moat  alt  the  leanlnc  article*  ofmw  product*, 
(sugar,  coffee  W»,  silk,  c.-uon,  &.c.)  from  tho  1st  cf  Jutjr  last,  when  the 


pitting  of  the  Reform  Bill,  to  the  amount  of  £3,000,000, 
which  never  returned  to  the  bank,  and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  hoarded,  but  which  I  believe  came  hither.  This 
circumstance  was,  at  the  time,  attributed  to  a  political  trick, 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  great  meas- 
ure then  before  Parliament,  I  have  reason,  however,  to 
know,  that  the  panic  vras  by  no  mesns  feigned  ;  that  ap- 
prehensions of  revolution  were  seriously  entertained  by 
many  of  the  higher  classes  in  England;  and,  as  the  pay- 
ment of  our  national  debt,  and  our  immense  prosperity, 
had  called  the  attention  of  European  capitalists  to  this  coon- 
try,  large  amounts  were  sent  hither,  not  only  in  qoeat  of 
higher  interest,  but  as  a  xafer  investment  than  could  be  ma'lc 
at  home ;  for  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  capital  will 
go  abroad,  in  spile  of  all  the  contrivances  of  Government, 
recommended,  I  regret  to  soy,  by  Mr.  Palmer,  to  prevent 
it  seeking  more  profitable  employment  there.  We  know 
all  this  now,  and  we  see  what  this  vast  influx  of  British 
gold  and  British  credit  had  to  do  with  prices  and  specula- 
tion here  t  but  who  saw  it  then  1  How  was  the  merchant 
to  know  what  wns  at  hand  1  That  the  ground  upon  which 
be  stood,  or  thought  he  was  standing,  covered  an  abyss  that 
was  so  soon  to  open  and  swallow  him  up ;  that  the  scene, 
of  most  flattering  prosperity  which  bad  for  fi*e  years 
excited  and  entranced  hi*  senses,  was  to  vanish  like  a 
dream,  at  the  touch  of  a  foreign  Power  1 

A  great  many  circumstance*  conspired  to  keep  up  the 
delusion,  and  even  seme  which  one  might  have  thought 
would  produce  the  very  opposite  effect.  Thus  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  and  the  pauic  and  contraction  in  1884, 
consequent  upon  thtit  measure,  led  to  further  importations 
of  the  precious  metals,  and  accordingly  it  appears  that  there 
was  an  accession  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of  specie  in  that 
single  year.  A  metallic  basis  waa  thus  formed  for  the  in- 
ordinote  number  of  banks  chartered  by  the  8tate  Legisla- 
tures, to  supply  the  place  of  the  United  States  Bank ;  and 
still  greater  aliment  waa  added  to  the  spirit  of  speculation, 
already  excited  by  the  high  prices  of  produce  in  England, 
and  the  unprecedented  demands  for  the  public  land*  in  the 
West,  by  emigration  from  abroad.  The  idea  that  an  ex- 
cessive circulation  was  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  mischief— 
an  idea  encouraged  both  by  the  friend*  of  a  national  tank 
and  by  the  enemies  of  all  bank* — appear*  to  me  entirely 
fallacious.  It  is  in  vain  to  state,  as  ia  ao  continually  done 
in  *uch  discussion*,  the  amount  of  currency  at  one  period, 
and  to  compare  it  with  that  amount  at  another,  without 
any  reference  to  the  amount  or  the  prices  of  the  commodi- 
ties it  has  to  circulate.  No  sound  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  naked  fact  of  such  a  difference.  For  instance, 
had  the  price  of  produce  not  fallen  in  the  English  market — 
had  the  cotton  crop  been  worth  80  or  $90,000,000,  instead 
of  being  fallen  to  half  the  former  sum,  it  it  manifest  that 
it  would  have  required,  ceteris  paribus,  twice  the  amount 
of  circulation  to  effect  the  usual  exchanges  in  it  Not 
only  so :  but,  in  periods  of  great  excitement,  it  ia  not 
merely  the  products  of  our  industry  that  we  sell ;  it  is  not 
simply  the  annual  income  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the 
country  that  i*  exchanged,  but  the  very  soil  itself;  the 
whole  country,  with  all  that  it  contains,  is  in  the  market. 
This,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  is  carried,  is  a  peculiarity 
of  our  people.  8ir,  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  very  pre- 
possessing  or  honorable  trait  in  our  character;  I  mention 
it  simply  as  a  fact.  We  have  no  local  attachment*,  gen- 
erally speaking  ;  nothing  bears  the  prttium  affettionis  in 
our  eyes.  If  an  estate,  a  residence  in  town,  a  country 
scat,  rite*  a  little  beyond  what  we  are  accustomed  lo  ibuik 
its  value,  it  ia  sold  without  any  hesitation.  Accordingly, 
there  i*  in  such  time*  a  capacity  for  absorbing  an  expanded 
currency  in  this  country,  greater  perhaps,  in  proportion, 
than  was  ever  known  in  any  other  country.  I  am  of  opin- 
ion, therefore,  that  prices  in  the  United  Slates  were,  in 
iot  relatively  much  higher  then  elsewhere,  during 
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the  last  two  yean,  except  in  cases  where,  on  the  usual  re- 
lation of  demand  and  supply,  it  wna  eaay  to  account  for 
their  being  so.  By  far  the  greatest  amount  of  speculation, 
too,  no  doubt  was  carried  on  in  private  paper.  But  of 
course,  as  soon  as  a  fall  look  plate  in  that  great  leading 
ataple  commodity  in  which  we  pay  our  foreign  debu,  and 
of  which  the  value  affects  that  of  almost  every  thing  cite  in 
the  country,  and  that,  too,  to  ao  fearful  an  amount  as  30 
or  540,000,000,  the  currency  became  (before  the  late  con- 
traction) at  once  redundant.  It  waa  precisely  aa  if  prop- 
erty to  the  value  of  3  or  $400,000,000  bad  been  swallowed 
up  in  the  sea,  for  it  destroyed  the  income  of  property  to 
that  amount. 

From  this  view  ol  the  causes  that  led  to  the  present  dis- 
tress, I  do  not  see  what  inference  can  be  drawn  Irom  it 
unfavorable  to  the  connexion  that  haa  always  subsisted 
between  the  Government  and  banks.  It  is  one  of  those 
extraordinary  revulsions  to  which  the  adventurous  spirit  of 
commerce  will  always  be  exposed,  organize  your  currency 
as  you  will,  and  take  what  pains  you  please  to  diminish 
the  sources  of  excitement.  In  this  country  especially, 
holding  out  so  many  temptations  to  foreign  capital,  so 
many  hopes  to  enterprise,  such  dazzling  prizes  to  fortunate 
speculation,  with  a  people  distinguished  above  all  others  by 
their  intelligence,  sagacity,  activity,  and  boldness  in  affairs, 
auch  periods  of  ciisia  and  convulsion  are  inevitable,  and 
no  mischief*  which  they  can  possibly  do  would  be  half  so 
bad  aa  the  only  preventive  that  would  insure  us  againal 
their  occurrence — the  entire  extinction  of  the  spirit  that 
leads  to  them.  • 

Sir,  to  the  general  declamation  against  banking,  we  have 
to  Oppose  the  experience  of  the  most  prosperous  nations  in 
the  woild.  There  is  a  country,  for  inatance,  whose  whole 
currency  is  of  paper,  where  one  seldom  meets  with  n  piece 
of  gold,  and  who*e  banking  companies,  whether  with  or 
without  charter,  subjected  to  no  restraints  or  control  but 
such  aa  spring  out  of  the  vigilance  of  a  fiee  and  either  com- 
petition, have,  for  upwards  of  a  century  together,  con- 
ducted their  atf.nr*  with  so  much  skill,  integrity,  and  pru- 
dence, as  not  only  never  to  have  occasioned  any  loss  either 
to  the  public  or  the  parties  interested,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
by  Uie  confession  of  all  competent  judges,  to  have  conferred 
the  greatest  blessings  u|»on  both;  to  have  contributed  more 
than  any  single  cause,  peihapa  limn  all  other  causes  put 
together,  to  bring  out  and  develop  completely  all  the  re- 
sources of  the  Isnd,  to  foster  industry,  to  animate  enter- 
prise, and,  by  an  abundunt  supply  of  the  means  of  ex- 
change, to  turn  its  capital  and  labor  to  the  greatest  possible 
account ;  where,  in  addition  to  these  economical  advanta- 
ges, they  have  contrived  to  exercise  a  high  moral  control, 
a  sort  of  censorial  authority,  over  the  community,  and  es- 
pecially the  bumi'ler  classes  of  it,  by  bestowing  rcwarda  in 
the  shape  of  credit  upon  industry  and  economy,  and  lend- 
ing upon  good  personal  character,  as  if  it  were  solid  capi- 
tal, and,  through  a  system  of  cash  accounts  and  interest 
upon  small  deposites,  have  given  to  the  descrv nig  laborer 
the  combined  advantages  of  a  savings  bank  and  a  friendly 
endorser;  a  country  which  has  made  greater  progress,  with- 
in the  period  mentioned,  than  any  other  in  Europe;  with 
an  agriculture  second  (if  second)  only  to  that  of  Flanders ; 
with  a  flourishing  commerce;  with  manufactutcs  of  the 
greatest  extent,  and  the  most  exquisite  refinement;  whose 
cities  have  almost  kept  pace  u  ith  oura,  whose  whole  face, 
in  its  gladness  and  beauty,  hears  testimony  to  the  spirit  of 
improvement  Unit  has  animated  her:  what  country  is  that  ' 
Scotland,  air.  Every  body  has  hear  I,  or  ought  to  have 
beard,  of  the  Scotch  system  of  banking;  and  I  ask  if  any 
thing  can  be  more  irreconcilable  with  the  theories  »o  confi- 
dently advanced  here,  than  facts  connected  with  its  history  1 
I  know,  air,  what  may  he  said  in  reply  to  thia  otherwise 
triumphant  example.  I  am  aware  that  the  Scotch  banks 
bare,  in  limes  of  pressure,  been  compelled  to  lean  upon  the 


Bank  of  England  ;  that  objections  hsve  been  mads  by  high 
authorities  to  the  principles  on  which  they  have  been  con- 
ducted, nnd  that  other  persons,  admitting  their  unquestion- 
able usefulness  and  tucceas,  have  ascribed  it  to  circumstan- 
ces which  render  the  system  an  unfit  model  for  imitation 
elsewhere.  Be  it  so.  But  still  it  is  banking ;  banking  on 
the  English  plan,  with  a  very  inadequate  supply,  scarcely 
any  supply  of  bullion;  banking,  without  limitation  or  con- 
trol, without  any  reference  or  responsibility  to  Government ; 
banking,  in  a  word,  with  oil  the  defects  imputed  to  that 
system  in  thrir  most  exaggerated  forms. 

But  if  this  example  be  not  satisfactory,  let  us  look  at 
the  experience  of  the  two  other  countries  in  which  the  sys- 
tem exists,  and  exists,  as  we  are  told,  in  its  most  vicious 
state — England  and  tho  United  States.    Look  at  the  re- 
sults.   I  have  no  faith  at  all  in  speculative  politics.  A 
theorist  in  Government  is  as  dangeroua  as  a  theorist  in 
medicine  or  in  agriculture,  and  for  precisely  the  same 
reason — the  subjects  are  loo  complicated  and  ton  obscure 
for  simple  and  decisive  experiments.    I  go  for  undisputed 
results  in  the  long  run.    Now,  surely  a  philosophical  in- 
quirer into  the  history  of  the  commerce  and  public  econo- 
my <>f  nations,  if  he  saw  a  people  pre-eminently  distin- 
guished in  those  particulars  above  all  others,  would  be  in- 
clined to  ascribe  their  superiority  to  what  was  peculisr  in 
their  institutions ;  at  least  whatever  might  be  his  ideas  a 
priori  on  such  subjects,  he  would  be  very  slow  to  deny  to 
any  remarkable  peculiarity  in  those  institutions  its  full  im- 
portance as  one  of  tbo  probable  causes  of  the  success  which 
he  witnessed,  unless  he  could  clearly  show  the  contrary. 
Then,  sir,  by  what  example  are  we  to  be  guided  in  such 
matters,  if  not  by  thst  of  England — by  far  the  most  mag- 
nificent manifestation  that  the  world  in  any  age  of  it  baa 
ever  beheld,  of  the  might  and  the  grandeur  of  civilized 
life  7    Sir,  I  have  weighed  every  syllable  that  I  inter  ;  I 
express  a  deliberate  conviction,  founded  upon  a  patient  in- 
quiry and  a  comparison,  as  complete  as  my  limited  knowl- 
edge has  enabled  me  to  make  it,  between  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  mankind,  and  between  the  great  na- 
tion of  which  I  am  speaking,  and  those  which  surround 
her.    Sir,  there  is  a  gulf  between  them — that  narrow 
channel  separates  worlds — it  is  an  oceun  more  than  three 
thousand  miles  wide.    I  appeal  to  any  one  who  tins  been 
abroad,  whether  going  from  England  to  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinent lie  not  descending  immensely  in  the  scale  of  civili- 
zation 1    I  know,  air,  lb»t  iluit  word  is  an  ambiguous  one. 
I  know  that  in  some  of  the  graces  of  polished  society,  in 
some  of  the  arts  of  sn  elegant  imagination,  that  in  the  ex- 
act sciences,  and  in  mere  learning  and  general  intellectual 
cultivation,  some  nations  have  excelled,  perhaps,  many 
equalled  England.    But  in  that  civilization  which,  as  I 
have  said  before,  it  is  the  great  end  of  modem  political 
economy  to  promote,  and  which  is  immediately  connected 
with  the  eubject  before  you — which  at  once  springs  nut  of 
and  leads  to  the  accumulation  of  capital,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth  and  comfort  through  all  classes  of  a  com- 
munity, with  an  immense  aggregate  of  national  power  and 
resources — that  civilization  which  enables  man  to  "wield 
these  elements,  and  arms  him  with  the  force  of  all  iheir 
legions,"  which  give*  him  dominion  over  all  other  crea- 
tures, and  makes  him  emphatically  the  lord  of  the  uni- 
verse— that  civilization  which  consists  not  in  music,  not 
in  playing  on  the  flute,  as  the  Athenian  hero  said,  but  in 
turning  a  amall  city  into  a  great  one — in  that  victorious, 
triumphant,   irresistible  civilization,  there  is  nothing  re- 
corded in  the  annate  of  mankind  that  does  not  aink  into 
the  shades  of  the  deepest  eclipse  by  the  side  of  England. 
I  say  nothing  of  her  recent  achievements  on  the  land  and 
the  sea— of  her  fleets,  her  armies,  her  subsidized  aides 
Look  at  the  Thames  crowded  with  shipping — visit  her 
arsenals,  her  docks,  her  canals,  her  railwaya,  her  factories, 
her  mines,  her  warehouses,  her  roads,  and  bridges — go 
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through  *be  streets  of  that  wonderful  metropolis,  ihc  bonk, 
tbo  emporium,  end  the  exchange  of  the  whole  world — 
converse  with  those  merchant*  who  conduct  and  control, 
a*  far  as  it  ic  possible  to  control,  the  commerce  of  all  na- 
tions, with  those  manufacturers  who  fill  every  market  with 
their  unrivalled  products — go  into  that  hank  which  is  the 
repository  of  the  precious  metals  for  all  Europe— consider 
its  noted,  am  well  as  the  bills  of  private  hankers,  at  a  pre- 
mium everywhere,  more  valuable  than  specie,  symbols  not 
merely  of  gold,  but  of  what  is  far  more  precious  thsn  gold, 
yea,  than  fine  gold,  of  perfect  good  faith,  of  unblemished 
integrity,  of  sagacious  enterprise,  of  steadfast,  persevering 
industry,  of  boundless  wealth,  of  business  co-extcn*i*e 
with  the  earth,  and  of  all  theae  things  possessed,  exercised, 
enjoyed,  protected  under  a  system  of  liberty  che«tened  by 
the  law  which  maintaina  it,  and  of  law  softened  and  miti- 
gated by  the  spirit  of  liberty  which  it  breathes  throughout. 
Sir,  I  know,  as  well  as  any  one,  what  compensations  there 
are  for  all  this  opulence  and  power,  for  it  is  the  condition 
of  our  being  that  we  "buy  our  blessing*  at  a  price."  I 
know  that  there  are  disturbing  causes  which  have  hitherto 
marred,  in  mime  degree,  the  effect  of  this  high  and  mighty 
civilization ;  but  the  band  of  reform  has  been  already  ap- 
to  them,  and  every  thing  promises  the  most  au*pi- 
I  have  it  on  the  most  unquestionable  author- 
ity, because,  from  sn  unwilling  witneaa,  that  within  the 
memory  of  man,  never  were  the  laboring  clauses  of  Eng- 
land so  universally  employed,  and  so  comfortably  situated, 
an  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.* 

But  I  said  that  there  was  another  action  that  had  some 
experience  in  banking  and  its  effects.  8ir,  I  dare  not 
trust  myeelf  to  speak  of  my  country  with  the  rapture  which 
I  habitually  teel  when  1  contemplate  her  marvelloua  his- 
tory. But  this  I  will  say,  that  on  my  return  to  it,  after 
an  absence  of  only  four  years,  I  was  filled  with  wonder  at 
all  I  saw  and  all  I  heard.  What  upon  earth  is  to  he  com- 
pared with  it  1  I  found  New  York  grown  up  to  almost 
double  its  former  site,  with  the  air  of  a  great  capital,  in- 
stead of  a  mere  flourishing  commercial  town,  as  I  bad 
known  it.  I  listened  to  accounts  of  voyages  of  a  thousand 
miles  in  magnificent  steamboat*  on  the  waters  of  those 
great  hikes  which,  hut  the  other  day,  I  left  sleeping  in  the 
primeval  silence  of  nature,  in  the  recesses  of  a  vast  wilder- 
ness ;  and  I  felt  that  there  is  a  grandeur  and  a  majesty  in 
this  irresistible  onward  march  of  a  race  created,  a*  I  be- 
lieve, and  elected  to  posse**  and  people  a  continent,  which 
belong  to  few  other  objects,  either  of  the  moral  or  material 
world.  We  may  become  so  much  accustomed  to  such 
things  that  they  shall  make  as  little  impression  upon  our 
minds  as  the  glories  of  the  heavens  above  us;  but  looking 
on  them  lately  as  with  the  eye  of  the  stranger,  I  felt  what 
a  recent  Englieh  traveller  is  said  to  have  remarked,  that, 
far  from  being  without  poetry,  as  some  have  vainly  alleged, 
our  whole  country  is  one  great  poem.  Sir,  it  is  so ;  and 
if  there  be  »  man  that  can  think  of  what  is  doing  in  all 
parts  of  Ibis  most  bleaaed  of  all  lands,  to  embellish  and  ad- 
vance it ;  who  can  contemplate  that  living  mass  of  intelli- 
improvement,  as  it  rolls  on  in  its  sure 
to  the  uttermost  extremities  of  the 
: ;  who  can  see  scenes  of  savage  desolation  transform- 
ed, almost  with  the  suddenness  of  enchnntment,  into  those 
of  frurtfulneaa  and  beauty,  crowned  with  flourishing  cities, 
filled  with  the  noblest  or  all  populations ;  if  there  be  a 
man,  I  aay,  that  can  witness  all  this  passing  under  his 
very  eyes,  without  feeling  his  heart  beat  high,  and  hia 
imagination  wnraied  and  transported  by  it,  be  sure,  sir, 
that  the  raptures  of  song  exist  not  for  htm ;  he  would 
listen  in  vain  to  Tssso  or  Camoens,  telling  a  tale  of  the 
war*  of  knighta  and  crusaders,  or  of  the  discovery  and 
conquest  of  another  hf  micphere. 
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8ir,  thinking  ax  I  do  of  the»e  thing*: — not  doubling,  for 
n  moment,  the  infinite  superiority  of  our  race  in  every  thing 
that  relate**  to  a  refined  and  well-ordered  public  economy, 
and  in  all  the  meana  and  instruments  of  a  high  social  im- 
provement, it  strikes  me  as  of  al\  paradoxes  the  most  sin- 
gular, to  hear  foreign  examples  seriously  proposed  for  our 
imitation  in  the  very  matters  wherein  that  superiority  has 
ever  appeared  to  me  to  be  most  unquestionable.  The  re- 
flection has  occurred  to  me  a  thousand  limes,  In  trn veiling 
over  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  I  passed  through  filthy, 
ill-paved  villages,  through  towns  in  which  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  an  improvement  having  been  made  since  the 
Reformation,  as  I  have  looked  at  the  wretched  hovel  of  tbo 
poor  peaaant  or  artisan,  or  seen  him  at  his  labor  with  hie 
clumsy  implements  and  coarse  jrear — what  a  change  would 
take  place  in  the  whole  aspect  of  the  country,  if  it  were  to 
fall  into  the  hand*  of  Americans  for  a  aingle  generation  ! 

But  is  it  paper  money  and  the  credit  system  alone  that 
have  achieved  all  these  wonders  1  I  do  not  say  so,  air; 
but  can  you  say,  can  any  one  presume  to  aay,  that  they 
have  not  done  much  of  all  this  T  I  know  that  the  cardinal 
spring  and  source  of  our  success  is  freedom — freedom  w  ith 
the  peculiar  character  that  belongs  to  it  in  our  race — free- 
dom of  thought,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  action,  free- 
dom of  commerce,  freedom,  not  merely  from  the  oppres- 
sion*, but  from  these  undue  restraints,  and  that  impertinent 
interference  of  Government  in  the  interests  properly  belong- 
in};'  to  individuals,  which  stand  in  the  way  of  all  improve, 
ment  in  the  nationa  of  continental  Eorope.  It  is  this  vital 
principle,  the  animating  elemenrtf  social  equality,  temper- 
ed and  sobered  hy  a  profound  respect  for  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  and  for  the  rights  of  others,  and  acting  upon  that  other 
prominent  characteristic  of  the  Anglo  Norman  rare,  the 
strong  instinct  of  property,  with  the  personal  independence 
and  personal  comfort  that  bolonga  to  it,  that  explaina  our 
unrivalled  and  astonishing  progress.  But  of  this  rational, 
diffusive  liberty  among  a  people  so  intelligent  as  oura,  the 
credit  system  is  the  natural  fruit,  the  inseparable  compan- 
ion, the  necessary  means  and  instrument.  It  is  a  part  and 
parcel  of  our  existence.  Who  ever  heard  of  credit  in  a 
despotism  or  anarchy  1  It  implies  confidence — confidence 
in  yourself,  confidence  in  your  neighbor,  confidence  in 
your  Government,  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the 
laws,  confidence  in  the  sagacity,  the  integrity,  the  discre- 
tion of  those  with  whom  you  have  to  deal ;  confidence,  in 
a  word,  in  your  destiny  and  your  fortune,  in  the  destinies 
and  the  fortune  of  the  country  to  which  yon  belong ;  a*,  for 
instance,  4n  the  ease  of  a  great  national  debt.  It  is  the 
fruit,  I  say,  of  all  that  is  moat  precious  in  civilized  life,  and 
to  quarrel  with  it  ia  to  be  ungrateful  to  God  for  some  of  the 
greatest  blessing*  he  has  vouchsafed  to  man.  Compare 
Asia  with  Europe;  hoarding  haa  been  the  n>*ge  of  the  for- 
mer from  time  immemorial,  because  it  is  slavish,  oppressed, 
and  bar  borons;  and  it  is  curious  to  see  the  effect  of  English 
laws  in  breaking  up  (aa  they  are  doing)  that  system  in 
Hindoatan.  Depend  upon  it,  air,  all  such  ideas  are  utterly 
alien  to  our  way  of  thinking — to  all  the  habitude*  of  our 
people,  and  all  the  Interests  of  the  country.  My  friends 
from  beyond  the  mountains  ore  familiar  with  the  great  prin- 
ciple, the  magical  effect  of  credit  in  a  young  and  progressiva 
country.  They  know  whit  miracles  are  wrought  by  a  small 
advance  of  money  to  enable  enterprise  and  indnstry  to  bring 
into  cultivation  a  virgin  soil.  They  know  bow  soon  the 
treasures  of  it*  unworn  fertility  enable  them  to  pay  off  a 
loan  of  that  sort  with  usurious  interest,  and  make  them 
proprietors  of  estate*  rising  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  every 
moment  Compare  the  great  Western  country  now  with 
what  it  we*  twenty  years  ago — sell  It  tub  hatta — and  com- 
pute, if  the  powers  of  arithmetic  will  enable  you  to  do  so, 
the  augmentation  of  its  riches.  Sir,  this  is  one  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  our  situation  to  which  attention  ha*  hardly  ever 
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elation  nets  upon  the  value  of  property.  To  be  struck  with 
the  prodigious  re«ulls  produced  in  thin  simple  way,  you  have 
only  to  compare  the  estimated  taxable  property  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  when  it  wan  returned  for  direct 
taxation  in  1799,  with  the  return*  of  the  name  property  for 
the  name  purpose  in  1813,  after  an  interval  of  only  four- 
teen yearn* — «M  will  sec  how  it  is  that  our  people  have 
been  enriched  by  debt,  and,  •*  by  owing,  owe  not" — how, 
with  a  balance  of  payment*  alnvwt  continuully  against  thctn 
from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  they  have  crown 
in  riches  beyond  all  precedent  or  parallel.  You  will  appre- 
ciate all  the  blessings  of  the  credit  system,  and  imagine, 
perhaps,  how  this  wonderful  progress  could  have  been  im- 
peded nnd  embarrassed  by  the  difficulties  of  a  metallic  cir- 
culation. ♦  . 

But  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency — the  ruinous  irreg- 
ularities of  bank  paper !    Why,  sir,  I  have  already  shown 
they  belong  to  commerce  it*elf ;  not  to  the  means  which  tt 
employ*,  and  that  there  ia  no  remedy  for  them.    Hut,  after 
•II,  what  ia  the  sum  of  the  evil!    Look  again  at  general 
results.  Tell  me  not  that  reactions  produce  fewer  disasters, 
or  leas  extensive  derangements  of  money  and  circulation, 
in  countries  whose  business  ia  principally  metallic.  It 
rosy  lie  bo  ;  but  what  does  thnt  prove  !    If  you  never  aoar, 
you  will  be  in  no  danger  of  falling,  certainly  ;  but  then, 
8er|>il  huml  touts  minium  limldusque  procetla. 
A  go  cart  may  l»e  a  very  safe  contrivance  for  the  totter- 
ing footstep*  of  infancy  ;  but  is  it  thus  that  manly  vigor  ia 
to  be  trained  for  the  dust  and  heat  of  the  Olympic  race! 
8ir,  it  ia  the  condition  of  alt  that  is  grnnd  and  awakening 
in  nature,  to  be  somewhat  wild  and  irregular.   In  the  moral 
world,  especially,  peril  and  difficulty  are  the  price  which 
Providence  exacts  of  us  fir  all  great  excellence  nnd  all  em- 
inent success.    It  is  in  struggling  with  them  that  the  heroic 
virtues  which  elevate  and  purify  humanity  are  tailed  forth 
and  disciplined  ;  and  it  is  precisely  because  our  pfople  have 
been  trained  in  that  atern  school  that  Ihey  h»vc  effected 
more,  and  are  now  able  to  effect  more,  with  equal  means 
than  any  other  in  the  world.    Sir,  it  is  not  our  currency 
only  that  is  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  irregularity. 
What  U  democracy;  popular  government  itself!  How 
often  has  it  fallen  to  my  lot  to  defend  it  by  the  very  con- 
siderations which  I  now  urge  on  a  kindred  topic,  when 
foreigners  have  spoken  to  ineof  the  disorders  that  have  oc- 
casionally checkered  our  history.     When  they  exaggerated 
the  importance  of  such  events,  I  have  reminded  them  that 
alt  human  institutions  must  have  their  imperfections;  and 
that  it  is  by  their  general  effects  in  a  long  course  of  expe- 
rience, not  by  occasional  accidents,  however  striking  and 
important,  that  they  are  to  be  judged.    That  the  aWnce 
of  restraint  which  lends  to  occasional  licentiousness,  fosters 
that  bold,  robust,  energetic,  and  adventurous  spirit,  and 
that  habit  of  haughty  self-reliance  and  independent  judg- 
ment, which  are  the  very  soul  of  republican  government ; 
which  have  rendered  that  form  of  Government,  wherever  it 
has  existed,  so  Ulttstrfoua  for  heroic  achievements,  and  haa 
made  every  era  of  liberty  in  the  history  of  mankind,  sven 
in  its  most  imperfect  form,  an  era  of  flourishing  ptns|ierily 
and  progress.    Sir,  such  a  people,  as  has  been  aaid  of 
beings  af  a  higher  order,  "live  throughout,  vital  in  every 
p«rt;" 

"All  hernl  ihny  live,  alt  heart,  all  eye,  >U  car, 
Alt  intellect,  all  sense." 

This  is  the  great  secret  of  our  superiority,  »nd  of  thnt  of 
•very  free  people;  not  the  forms  of  a  constitution,  not  the 
outlines  of  a  system,  not  mere  organization,  but  the  prin- 
ciple of  life,  the  *ll-pervading  animation  and  vitality  that 
informs  the  whole  body  politic,  and  gives  it  the  warmth,  and 
strength,  and  activity,  the  winning  graces  and  expressive 
countenance  of  a  man,  instead  of  the  cold  and  repulsive 
stillness  of  a  painted  corpse.    Jury  trial  is  another  of  these 

•  Pitkin's  Statistics,  1993    t  Mr.  Gallatin's  pamphlet,  p.  68. 


irregularities — liable,  undoubtedly,  to  much  criticism  in  do- 
tail,  and  scarcely  susceptible,  as  a  juridical  institution,  of  a 
strict  defence  in  theory — yet  whnt  should  we  think  of  a  re- 
former that  ahould  propose  to  us  the  abolition  of  a  system 
so  full  of  practical  good,  because  it  was  unknown  until  re- 
cently any  where  but  in  England,  and  often  leads,  aa  it 
certainly  has  often  led,  to  great  abuse  nnd  injustice  ! 

But,  then,  it  seems,  our  banking  system  is  an  innovation, 
introduced  only  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  and  deviatea  from 
the  primitive  model  of  the  Bank  of  Amsterdam — the  honett 
system,  as  it  is  called — and  that,  instead  of  lending  money, 
it  lends  merely  credit. 

As  to  the  idea  of  its  being  an  innovation,  I  would  just 
remark,  that  it  had  its  origin  at  that  great  epoch  of  human 
improvement,  as  I  must  »till  be  allowed  to  call  it,  when 
mankind  ceased  to  cut  each  other'a  throats  for  differences 
in  religion,  and  began  to  make  war  for  colonies  and  com- 
merce— on  era  perlectly  familiar,  as  such,  to  every  one  thnt 
has  studied  history  philosophically.    But  there  is  some- 
thing more  in  the  historical  reminiscence  than  the  mere 
fact  just  referred  to.    If  the  comparative  effects  of  Dutch 
and  English  banking  are  to  be  judged  by  the  event,  what 
an  instructive  Iessr>n  is  to  be  drawn  from  a  parallel  between 
those  two  Powers,  at  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  and 
their  relation  towards  each  other  now!    Where  is  Van 
Tromp!    Where  is  de  Huyter!    What  ia  become  of  the 
mighty  fleet  -  which  disputed  the  dominion  of  the  seas  with 
England  and  Prance!     Poor  Holland!  her  defenceless 
ports,  blockaded  by  Dritish  squadrons — her  court  brow- 
beaten by  British  diplomacy — shorn  of  all  her  strength  and 
glory,  she  seems  almost  sinking  again  into  the  waters  out 
of  which  she  merged,    e-o  much  for  the  innovation.  But 
what  is  the  objection  to  the  system  !    Let  us  understand 
eieh  other.    I  will  put  a  case.    The  quantity  of  the  pre- 
cious  metals  required  in  any  transaction,  or  any  number  of 
transactions,  between  two  countries,  (or  two  individuals,  for 
it  cornea  to  the  same  thing,)  depends  not  only  upon  the  bal- 
ance of  payments  between  them,  but  also  in  the  confidence 
they  have  in  each  other.    Thus,  Hamburg  imports  corn  for 
England,  in  a  season  of  dearth,  from  Prussia.    If  trade  be 
prosperous  and  the  world  a  peace,  ahe  will  probably  pay  for 
this  corn  by  a  bill  at  six  months,  with  interest,  and  when  the 
time  comes  for  meeting  her  engagement,  she  will  do  so  hy 
sending  to  Dantzic  a  cargo  of  colonial  produce. — ( Thorn- 
ton. )  But  ahould  the  limes  be  such  (from  war,  commotions, 
Sec. )  as  to  make  commerce  uncertain,  or  to  impair  credit, 
the  purehase  can  be  made  only  for  ca-b,  and  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver.    Now,  sir,  commerce  being  a  mere  exchango 
of  commodities,  every  body  must  see,  at  a  glance,  that  it 
ia  very  much  more  promoted  by  a  state  of  peace  and  order, 
than  by  one  of  war  and  commotion ;  by  a  state  of  confi- 
dence, than  hy  one  of  distrust;  by  a  state  of  things  that 
admits  of  payments  in  bills,  than  by  one  that  requires  pay- 
ments in  cash.    In  >  simple  operation,  like  the  one  descri- 
bed, this  is  quite  manifest,  and  yet  the  whole  theory  of 
money  and  of  banking,  is  cniilainid  in  that  simple  opera- 
tion. , 

Sir,  it  explains  nt  once  why  it  is  that  in  countries  very 
ftr  advanced  in  commerce  and  civilization,  the  precious 
metals,  for  nil  purposes  of  currency,  are  superseded  by  com- 
mercial paper,  as  is  particularly  the  case  in  England,  whose 
paper  circulntion  of  all  sorts,  is  something  liki  two  hundred 
millions,  resting  upon  a  basis  of  only  thirty  millions  of 
specie.  •  Money  i*  nothing  more  titan  what  is  called  by 
the  brokers  "  a  bought  and  sold  note  ;"  it  is  a  token,  which 
shows  that  its  holder  has  parted  with  commodities  to  that 
amount,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive  their  equivalent 
in  other  commodities,  whenever  it  shall  be  his  pleasure  to 
do  so.  Why  should  that  tok«  n  be  of  gold  !  Why  should 
a  mere  title  or  evidence  of  debt,  be  itself  of  a  material  as 
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costly  as  the  thing  of  which  it  is  the  symbol  and  the  evi- 
dence T 

It  it  clear  that  were  there  any  means  of  insuring  society 
against  excessive  issues  of  paper,  besides  its  convertibility 
into  gold  and  silver — were  not  that  the  only  practical  test 
hitherto  discovered,  by  which  prices  in  different  countries 
can  be  compared— all  commercial  nations  would  dispense 
with  the  precious  metals  as  a  medium  of  exchange.  But, 
as  yet,  there  are  no  such  means,  and  the  currency,  theo- 
retically the  most  perfect,  is  for  the  present  impracticable. 
The  nearest  approximation  to  it  has  certainly  been  made 
occasionally  in  the  United  8tatea,  where  the  specie  besis 
has  just  answered  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  our  cur- 
rency was  on  a  level  with  that  of  other  nations. 

But  there  is  another  step  in  the  commercial  operation 
just  mentioned.  The  holder  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  coin,  stands  in  need  of  some  other 
commodity,  which  his  own  credit  doe*  not  enable  bim  to 
procure.  He  applies  to  a  broker,  or  any  other  capitalist, 
for  the  cash,  or,  what  will  answer  just  as  well,  his  credit, 
in  the  shape  of  a  note  payable  on  demand,  or  at  a  short 
date,  for  which  the  original  bill,  at  six  months,  is  given  in 
exchange,  with  a  reasonable  discount.  This  last  operation 
is  what  ia  considered  as  the  great  abomination  of  banking. 
The  bank  receives  a  discount  on  giving  its  own  bill,  paya- 
ble on  demand,  or  one  at  a  abort  date,  (for  which,  there- 
fore, it  is  compelled  to  reserve  or  prepare  a  fund,)  for  a  bill 
payable  at  six  months,  of  which,  of  course,  payment  can- 
not be  demanded  until  the  expiration  of  that  term.  And 
now  I  ask,  where  is  the  difference  between  the  first  opera- 
tion, which  every  l>ody  must  perceive  is  eminently  condu- 
cive to  the  extension  of  commerce,  and  the  last  T  What 
objection  can  be  made  to  it  that  does  not  lie  equally  against 
the  drawing  and  discounting  of  bills  of  exchange,  an  im- 
provement of  which  Europe  has  been  Loading  for  at  least 
six  hundred  years,  and  of  which  the  advantages  have  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  been  questioned  before  1  Why  is  not  a 
credit  founded  on  property  as  good  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other  1  And  why  should  gold  and  silver  be  used  in  either, 
when  they  are  n»t  wanted  ■ 

The  banking  system,  sir,  is  only  one  form  of  that  divis- 
ion of  labor  which  takes  place  in  all  opulent  countries.  It 
leads  to  a  great  economy  both  of  time  and  money  ;  of  the 
former,  because  the  business  of  a  whole  community,  in 
receiving  and  paying  away,  can  be  transacted  by  the  clerks 
of  a  single  institution  as  well  as  by  one  hundred,  or  one 
thousand  times  the  number,  in  the  separate  employment  of 
individual  merchants ;  of  the  lat'er,  because,  instead  of 
each  individual  in  a  community  reserving  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver  necessary  to  meet  our  current  demands,  a 
much  emaller  proportional  amount,  kept  by  a  bauking- 
houte,  has  been  found  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  whole 
society.  But  the  utility  of  that  system  is  not  confined  to 
the  advantages  just  mentioned  It  appears  to  me  very 
clear,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  credit  system,  can  led  to 
the  extent  in  which  it  exists  in  England  and  the  United 
8lales,  could  not  possibly  be  made  to  rest  upon  any  thing 
so  lisble  tn  be  disturbed  by  a  foreign  demand,  and  by  other 
contingencies,  as  the  metallic  ba>-is,  and  of  which  a  given 
quantity  cannot,  therefore,  be  counted  on  at  any  given 
time.  What  is  commonly  called  the  currency  of  a  coun- 
try, that  is  to  say,  bank  paper  and  the  precious  metals, 
really  constitute  a  very  small  portion  of  it ;  but  it  may  bo 
considered  as  the  test  or  touchstone  of  all  the  rest ;  and  if 
engagements  in  bills  of  exchange,  Ac,  be  not  met  accord- 
ing to  their  tenor,  in  what  Is  considered  as  rash,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  calculate  the  effects  of  the  alarm  that  may  eimuc. 
But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  batiks  appear 
to  me  quits  essential  to  our  commercial  system.  It  is  that, 
according  to  the  remark  of  an  excellent  writer,*  the  appre 
of  the  credit  of  a  number  of  persona  engaged  in 


commerce,  has  become  a  science,  sod  to  the  height  to 
which  that  science  is  now  carried  in  Great  11  ri tain,  (and 
in  this  country,)  that  country  is,  in  no  smsll  degree,  in- 
debted for  the  flourishing  stale  of  its  internal  commerce, 
for  the  general  reputation  of  its  merchants  abroad,  and  for 
the  preference  which,  in  this  respect,  they  enjoy  over  the 
traders  of  all  other  nations. 

Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  eleioentary  way  of  con- 
sidering the  subject,  by  the  course  which  the  argument  has 
taken  here  and  elsewhere,  and  because,  in  solemnly  re- 
viewing, as  we  are  now  compelled  to  do,  the  whote  mone- 
tary system  of  the  country,  it  is  of  the  very  last  import- 
ance that  the  subject,  ,in  nil  its  aspects,  should  be  fairly 
presented  to  the  people.  I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly 
to  consider  the  question,  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desira- 
ble to  sulsilituta  a  metallic  currency  for*  bank  paper,  or 
even  very  materially  to  widen  the  metallic  basis  of  oar 
present  circulation. 

I  presume  it  will  hardly  be  disputed  that,  by  a  general 
return  to  the  precious  metals,  as  the  only  medium  of  ex- 
change for  the  whole  commercial  world,  the  operations  of 
trade  would  be  everywhere  embarrassed  and  impeded,  and 
the  value  of  money  enhanced;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
the  prices  of  commodities  reduced  in  an  incalculable  degree. 
How  far  a  similar  effect  has  already  been  produced,  by  the 
diminution  or  the  supply  from  the  Mexican  and  South 
American  mines,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  and  controverted  questions  of  the  day. 
This  ia  not  a  fit  occasion  for  stating  the  arguments  advan- 
ced by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  that  subject,  but 
I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  that  in  a  very  able  work, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred  as  having  been  recently 
sent  to  me,  the  author,  who  examines  this  point  with  per- 
fect candor,  advances  the  opinion,  that  thousands  have, 
within  the  period  alluded  to,  been  precipitated  into  embar- 
rassments from  that  cause  alone.*  If  it  be  true,  as  is  al- 
leged hy  Jacobs,  that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  circula- 
tion in  1829,  was  leas,  by  upwards  of  £60,000.000,  than 
that  which  circulate  I  in  1809;  and  if  any  thing  like  the 
supposed  diminution  of  the  actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by 
loss,  by  consumption  in  manufactures  takes  place,  (one  per 
cent.*  a  year,)  it  becomes  matter  of  serious  speculation, 
what  means  shall  be  adopted  to  obviate  so  great  an  incon- 
venience as  a  continually  decreasing  metallic  basis,  at  a 
period  when  commerce  and  it*  productive  powers  are  so 
immensely  on  the  increase.  8ir,  that  question  is  infinite- 
ly more  interesting  in  a  highly  progressive  country  than 
in  any  other.  In  such  a  country,  the  currency  mutt  be 
rcuularly  enlarged,  with  the  growth  of  its  population  and 
of  its  productive  power,  or  it  is  sui  jreted  to  the  most  terri- 
ble of  all  evils,  falling  pricee.  Every  body  tbat  haa  ever 
treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwell  upon  the  effects  of  an 
increasing  currency,  as  wonderfully  favorable  to  industry. 
No  more  striking  example  of  thia  truth  can  be  desired  than 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  16th  century,  after  the  importa- 
tion of  gold  and  silver  from  America  began  to  produce  a 
decided  effect  upon  the  distribution  of  wealth.  It  is  ed- 
mitled  on  all  hands  to  have  been  the  period  of  the  greatest 
improvement  in  society  tbsl  has  occurred  in  its  history  ; 
and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembered,  England  benefited 
most  by  the  general  rise  of  prices,  because  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  her  farmers  held  leases  for  long  terms  of  years,  and 
paid  money  rents;  the  increase  of  the  circulation  operating 
to  reduce  the  real  value  of  the  returns  made  to  the  land- 
lord in  favor  of  his  tenant  The  great  benefit  of  a  full  and 
es|>eeially  an  increasing  circulation  thus  consists  not  only 
in  quickening  and  facilitating  exchanges,  (itself  an  im- 
mense stimulus  to  industry,)  but  in  securing  to  the  indus- 
trious cln«scs  rather  a  larger  proportion  of  the  income  of 
society  than  they  would  « therwia*  enjoy.  Everything 
buy  to  sell  again  advances  in  price  whiln  it  ia 
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in  their  hamls,  and  this  unquestionable  truth  is  of  itself  a 
total  refutation  of  all  that  is  said  concerning  the  oppressive 
operation  of  bank  paper  upon  the  productive  classes,  by  the 
very  persons  who,  in  the  same  breath,  speak  of  its  execs* 
and  depreciation. 

With  a  population,  then,  increasing  at  the  rate  of  four 
or  five  percent,  a  year,  and  with  an  accumulation  of  capital 
and  productive  power  proportionably  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be 
utterly  absurd  to  talk  of  any  thing  like  a  metallic  currency 
in  the  United  Stales,  There  is  no  possible  means  of  procur- 
ing it ;  and  if  by  any  means  it  could  lie  procured,  I  venture 
to  affirm  that  our  people  would  get  rid  of  it  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  though  all  the  penal  laws  of  Spain  against  the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  should  be  re-enacted  here— laws 
which  were  passed  with  no  other  effect,  even  in  that  coun- 
try, but  to  show  the  utter  (utility  of  such,  legislation.  I 
aay,  sir,  that,  with  their  present  habits  of  active  enterprise 
1  strict  economy,  the  American  people  would  export  the 
is  metals  as  fast  aa  the;  were  imported,  beyond  any 
a  no  ant  of  them  which  might  Lie  Hhsolutely  necessary  for  the 
domestic  e»<  hanges  of  the  country,  and  they  would  do  so, 
because  gold  and  silver  would  be  of  mote  use  abroad  in 
purchasing  commodities,  and  would  be  wholly  superfluous 
at  home,  where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  you  put  down 
"the  banks,"  it  would  have  no  effect  but  to  set  up  some- 
thing worse  in  their  place,  in  the  shape  of  private  paper. 
There  are  some  things  over  which  the  most  despotic  law- 
givers are  unable  to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
aa  all  experience  shows,  is  this  commen-e  in  bullion. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  only  advantage  of  a  paper  cur- 
rency over  the  precious  met  ilsconsisu  in  i1  h  cheapness.  I  am, 
by  no  means,  aa  you  may  gather  from  what  1  have  said,  ready 
to  admit  this;  but,  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that  saving  real  • 
ly  an  unimportant  matter  T  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  pamphlet  of 
signal  ability,*  baa,  as  I  conceive,  fallen  into  a  grave  error 
on  thia  subject,  which  it  is  so  much  the  more  important  to 
">,  as  I  perceive  that  he  has  misled  others  more  die- 
himself  to  turn  a  speculative  error  into  a  practi- 
cal mischief.  He  states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the 
use  of  paper,  instead  of  the  precious  metals,  in  the  United 
States  in  1830,  including,  under  the  name  of  circulation, 
private  deposited  in  the  banks,  as  tbey  ought  undoubtedly 
to  be,  at  about  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  It  is  true 
that,  according  to  principles  admitted  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  the 
progress  of  the  country,  both  in  wealth  and  population,  in 
the  last  seven  yeara,  would  require  a  very  considerable  ad- 
dition to  be  made  to  thia  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct  ap- 
plication of  it  to  our  actual  condition.  But,  air,  it  appears 
estimate  waa  made  on  data  altogether  erro- 
In  the  first  place,  the  quantity  of  currency,  if  it 
metallic,  necessary  to  the  circulation  of  this  country, 
wan  prodigiously  underrated.  For  reasons  that  need  not  be 
stated  here,  it  is  found  that  a  given  amount  of  metallic  cur- 
rency does  not  circulate  ae  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  of 
pspi  r,  and,  therefore,  that  more  of  it  Is,  ceteris  paribus,  re- 
quired to  do  the  same  business.  But,  without  going  into 
such  minute  inquiry  here,  why  should  the  United  States, 
with  sixteen  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most 
active  trade,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  in  the  world,  and 
with  extraordinary  productive  power  of  all  sorts,  not  need, 
at  the  very  least,  half  the  circulation  in  Prance,  with  only 
double  their  population,  and  not  half  their  industry  t  The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  laid  on  this  latter  circumstance  may 
be  illustrated  by  comparing  Asia  with  Europe  in  this  par- 
ticular :  double  the  population  In  the  former,  possessing, 
according  to  the  most  accurate  researches,  only  one-fifth 
the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  which,  in  addition  to  paper 
of  all  sorts,  is  required  in  the  latter.  Now,  tho  circulation 
of  France  was,  before  the  first  Revolution,  set  down  by 
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Ncekar  at  £88, 000,000;*  and  Theirs,  in  hia  history  of 
that  event,  makes  a  similar  estimate. f  Its  present  amount 
ought,  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  her  capital  and  popu- 
lation, to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars;  and  accordingly, 
as  was  olieerved  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Tuoxr- 
so*,]  it  is  staled  at  that  on  good  authority.*  Mr.  Roths- 
child, in  hia  examination  before  the  committee  of  the  Hou*o 
of  Commons,  in  1832,  mentions  the  paper  circulation  of 
the  Bank  of  France  as  amounting  to  75U.000.000  franca. 
According  to  thia,  then,  we  should  require,  on  the  footing 
of  population  alone,  at  least  300,000,000  dollars.  So  much 
for  the  amount ;  now  for  the  loss  upon  il. 

Mr.  Gallatin  considers  it  only  as  so  much  interest  on 
dead  capital,  and  even  the  interest  bo  puts  al  an  exceeding- 
ly low  rate.  But  I  apprehend  the  difference  to  the  coun- 
try between  having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and  silver  aa 
currency,  and  turning  it  into  productive  capital,  must  t>o 
determined  not  in  relation  to  interest  merely,  but  to  the 
profit  of  stock  laid  out  in  active  industry,  which  is  nowhere 
in  this  country  less  than  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  the  greut 
majority  of  cases,  the  new  States  and  all  included,  nearer 
double  that  amount  on  an  average.  You  see,  then,  air, 
what  an  enormous  loss  a  metallic  currency  would  be  to  the 
nation,  without  taking  into  account  its  wear  and  tear. 
Lo>>k  back  at  tho  half  century  that  has  passed  away,  and 
say  whnt  that  loss  would  have  been,  on  principles  of  com- 
pound interest,  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  present  day. 
Why,  air,  it  exceeds  all  powers  of  calculation,  nay,  of  im- 
agination. Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  so  in 
tant,  ao  palpable  a  truth,  although  never  atal 
terms,  or  an  a  ncnerul  proposition,  has  not  occurred  to  tho 
people  of  tho  United  States.  They  have  felt  it,  without 
perceiving  it ;  they  have  acted  upon  it,  without  reasoning 
about  it ;  they  have  perfectly  well  comprehended  the  usee 
of  money,  without  studying  the  principles  of  currency;  and 
they  have  preferred  paper  aa  a  circulating  medium  to  gold 
and  silver,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of  prudence  and  econ- 
omy. You  may  depend  upon  it,  thia  conclusion  is  as 
deeply  rooted  aa  it  is  just.  You  will  never  be  able  to  shako 
it.  All  your  policy  will  bo  of  no  avail,  as  sll  legislation 
will  be  forever  vain  which  comes  into  conflict  with  the 
genius  of  a  people,  especially  in  matters  so  deeply  and  vis- 
ibly affecting  their  private  interest.  The  barbarian  who, 
in  his  impotent  rage,  threw  fetters  into  the  Hellespont,  and 
scourged  its  foaming  billows,  did  not  wage  a  more  insane 
war  against  the  nature  of  things. 

But  we  are  told  that  if  it  is  an  experiment  that  has  been 
proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be  alarmed  at  it,  because  we 
are  accustomed  to  experiments,  and  successful  ones;  that 
our  constitution  itself  is  a  mere  experiment.  Sir,  I  deny 
it  utterly,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me  that  be  haa  eiiher 
not  studied  at  all,  or  studied  to  very  little  purpose,  the 
history  and  genius  of  our  institutions.  The  great  cause  of 
their  prosperous  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of  tho 
many  attempts  since  vainly  made  to  imitate  them  on  this 
continent  or  in  Europe  only  demonstrates  the 
ly— is  precisely  the  contrary.  It  is  becaus 
made  no  experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  has  stood.  They  were  forced,  by  a  viola- 
tion of  their  historical  hereditary  rights  under  the  old  com- 
mon law  of  their  race,  to  dissolve  their  connexion  with  tho 
mother  country.  Their  external,  their  federal  relations 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect,  and  in  that 
respect  only,  they  were  compelled  to  de  their  brat  in  the 
novel  situation  in  which  they  stood.  What  relates,  there- 
fore, merely  to  the  union  of  the  State*  is  nil  that  gives  the 
least  countenance  to  this  superficial  idea  of  an  "experi- 
ment" which  has  done  so  much  to  misguide  tho  specula- 
tions of  some  visionary  minds  upon  these  important  mat- 
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tars.  Even  in  this  respect,  however,  an  attentive  study 
of  our  history  will  show  that  strong  federal  tendencies 
existed,  and  had,  frequently,  on  former  occasions,  mani- 
fested  themselves.*  But  the  whole  constitution  of  society 
in  the  States,  the  great  body  and  bulk  of  their  public  law, 
with  sll  iu  maxims  and  principles,  all  that  is  republican, 
in  short,  in  our  institutions  remained  after  the  Revolution, 
and  remains  now,  with  some  very  subordinate  modifications, 
what  ii  was  from  the  beginning.  Our  written  constitutions 
do  nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain  rules 
of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with  Magna  Charts  from 
the  earliest  history  of  our  race.  It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper, 
sir,  it  is  not  a  few  abstractions  engrossed  on  parchment, 
that  make  free  Governments.  No,  sir,  the  Jaw  of  liberty 
most  be  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  the  citizen  ;  the  word,  if 
I  may  u*e  the  expression  without  irreverence,  must  become 
flesh  ;  you  must  have  a  w  hole  people  trained,  disciplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  born,  as  our  fsthcrs  were,  to  institutions 
like  ours.  Before  the  colonies  existed,  the  petition  of  right, 
Charts  of  a  more  enlightened  age,  had 
!  in  16*8  by  Lord  Coke  and*  his  immortal 
peers.  Our  founders  brought  it  with  them,  and  we  have 
not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  They  brought  these 
nrs x tins  of  civil  liberty,  not  in  their  libraries,  but  in  their 
souls ;  not  as  philosophical  prattle— not  as  barren  generali- 
ties, hut  as  rules  of  conduct;  as  a  symbol  of  public  duty 
and  private  right,  to  be  adhered  to  with  religious  fidelity; 
and  the  very  first  pilgrim  that  set  his  foot  upon  the  rock  of 
Plymouth,  stepped  forth  a  living  constitution!  armed  at  all 
points  lo  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  to  which  he 
haM  devoted  his  whole  tming. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to  one  or  two 
additional  topics,  and  I  have  done.  It  has  been  argued  as 
if  the  currency  given  to  bank  paper  in  this  country  were 
due  almost  exclusively  to  the  countenance  which  Govern- 
ment  allbrds  it,  by  receiving  it  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Certainly,  air,  the  patronage  of  Government  is  an  import- 
ant concurring  cause  of  this  credit,  bat  it  is  not  true  that  it 
is  essential  to  it.  What  does  the  house  of  Rothschild  owe 
to  the  Governments  of  Europe— that  house  to  which  all 
the  Governments  on  the  continent  are  obliged  to  have  re- 
course in  their  financial  exigencies  !  And  here  let  me  call 
the  attention  of  those  who  declaim  so  vehemently  Against 
the  agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  fact,  thst  this 
mighty  house,  with  its  scarcely  less  than  royal  influence 
and  splendor,  like  most  of  the  other  establishments  of  the 
same  kind  in  Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  sll,  but  a  mere 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  additional  fact,  that  this 
colossal  fortune  has  been  amsssed  in  little  more  than  a 
single  generation,  by  an  obscure  person,  born  in  a  corner 
of  the  Juden  Strasse  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and  bis 
four  sons.  Do  you  not  see,  then,  sir,  thst  the  odious  com- 
monplaces, about  •«  the  money  power,"  and  "  the  political 
powers,"  either  have  no  meaning,  or  apply  with  all  their 
force  to  every  accumulation  of  capital,  and  all  the  great  re- 
sults of  modern  commerce  1  The  "  money  power,"  I  pre- 
sume, signifies  wihc  power  of  money,"  which  is  widely 
diffused  in  this  country,  thanks  to  the  protection  of  equal 
laws,  and  which  will  exist  and  continue  to  have  its  influ- 
ence so  long  as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscation, 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Government,  or 
the  Government  shall  borrow  its  credit.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  notice  an  idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  which  has 
been  "very  much  insisted  on,  and  that  is,  that  the  com- 
merce of  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  Government 
Why,  sir,  this  does  appear  to  me  too  extravagant 
xpwure.  New  York  has  been  built  up  by  her 
unquestionable  natural  advantages,  and  there  is  no  meas- 
ure of  this  Government — there  is  only  one  event  that  can 
possibly  deprive  her  of  her  immense  commercial  aaeeudancy, 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union — that,  and  nothing  hut  that, 
>Onv.iiti.>nal  Altany,  *c. 
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can  do  iL  Commerce,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  leads 
everywhere  to  centralization :  look  at  Liverpool — look  at 
Havre,  the  last,  in  a  hard-money  country.  But  on  this 
head  there  is  a  very  important  consideration,  which  baa 
been  urged  with  all  his  admirable  eloquence  by  one  of  my 
colleagues  in  the  8cnata,  [Mr.  Pmkstox.]  If  this  con- 
centration of  commercial  business  at  that  city  be  iujurioua 
to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  become  if,  by  collecting  the 
revenue  in  gold  and  silver,  and  thus  making  gold  and 
silver  mere  merchandise,  you  add  to  the  disadvantages  of 
centralization  all  the  difficulties  of  procuring  coin;  tiialn 
New  York  the  grest  specie  market ;  and  render  the  whole 
country  tributary  to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  alreet  1 

Sir,  a  word  more  to  the  South,  and  for  the  South. 
When  your  system  of  protection  waa  still  in  all  its  vigor, 
we  ( I  mean  the%people  of  South  Carolina)  sent  you  a  pro- 
test against  its  principle*  and  tendency,  which  contained, 
among  other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  lo  be  re- 
peated here.    We  told  you  that  we  depended  absolutely 

merce  carried  on  es*it  has  been  for  the  fast  hall  century, 
with  an  ever  increasing  production,  provoking  and  crea- 
ting an  ever-increasing  consumption,  and  permitting  Oslo 
|  send  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half)  of  bales  of  cotton 
into  the  market,  without  any  danger  of  a  glut.  We  told 
you  the  staple  commodities,  especially  the  principal  one 
which  we  produced,  were  among  the  very  few  in  the  pro- 
duction of  which  stave  labor  can  enter  into  competition 
with  free.  We  reminded  you  that  great  revolutions  in  trade 
sometimes  arose  from  apparently  slight  causes,  and  that, 
however  far  it  might  be  from  your  purpose,  or  even  your 
apprehensions,  it  waa  possible  that  your  legislation  might 
occasion  us  the  loss  of  our  foreign  market,  our  only  re- 
source ;  that  the  result  of  that  loss  to  us  would  be  poverty 
and  utter  desolation ;  that  our  people,  in  despair,  would 
emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and  the  whole  frame 
and  constitution  of  our  society  would  he  seriously  impaired 
and  endangered,  if  not  dissolved  entirely.  And  we  adju- 
red you  not  to  preaist  in  a  course  of  legislation  of  which  tho 
benefits  to  yourselves,  even  were  they  unquestionable,  were 
nothing  in  comparison  of  the  danger  to  which  they  exposed 
in — a  danger  which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  in- 
volved our  whole  existence,  and  could  not  be  contemplated 
without  well-founded  alarm.  Sir,  I  repeat  to  you  now — I 
repeat  to  the  representatives  of  the  whole  South  on  this 
Moor— the  words  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  differ- 
ent subject.  Let  well  alone.  Resist  this  uncalled-for  in- 
novation, of  which  no  one  can  foresee  the  whole  extent  nor 
the  ultimate  results.  Mark  what  your  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  told  yon  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  re- 
veals the  project  en  the  table — you  produce  too  much  cot- 
ton. Go  home,  gentlemen  of  the  South,  and  tell  your 
people  that  their  successful  industry  is  a  vice ;  that  the 
fertility  of  their  soil  is  a  corse;  that  their  excessive  produc- 
tion occasions  disorders  in  the  8tale ;  and  that  tho  remedy 
for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should  live  on  short  commons. 
Let  them  co-operate  with  our  political  economy,  by  de- 
priving themselves  of  the  little  mercantile  capitsl  they  have ; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which  people,  who 
cannot  themselves  do  business  with  the 
orphan,  have  contributed  their  weans  for  the  i 
tion  of  commerce ;  let  them  but  do  this,  and  their  docility 
will  he  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  approbation. 

Sir,-  before  I  take  my  seat,  there  is  one  other  topic  that 
I  feel  it  my  duly  to  sdvert  to — I  mean  lo  the  supposed  in- 
jurious effects  of  banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring 
classes  of  society.  Although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  defects  in  the  constitution,  as  well  as  the 
management  of  those  institutions  in  this  country,  and 
should  be  most  willing  to  co-operate,  if  occasion  served,  in 
reforming  them,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at 
least  of  this  charge.    Who  that  has  ever  heard  of  the  re- 
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I  labor,  between  wage*  and  profits, 
but  must  are  at  once  that  it  is  unfounded  ;  and,  according' 
ly,  Hume  objects  to  banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  raise 
wages,  and  so  hurt  the  manufacturing  interests  of  a  nation. 
I  hare  already  rem  irked,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  an  in- 
creasing currency  is  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of 
society  more  favorable  to  the  industrious  classes  of  it— to 
confiscate,  in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who  live  on 
fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  produce  the 
commodities  on  which  those  incomes  are  laid  out.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  the  radicals  of  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for 
example— ere  all  strenuous  advocates  of  paper  money,  and 
even  of  inconvertible  paper.  The  idea  that  the  poor  are  to 
gain  by  a  return  to  a  metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
confined  to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  zeal  is 
certainly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages  attending 
frequent  fluctuations  in  the  currency,  it  is  said  that  wages 
are  the  last  thing  that  rises  in  a  case  of  cxptnsion.  And 
that  may  be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
greater  than  the  demand ;  but  the  very  reverse  is  most  cer- 
tainly the  fact  here,  and  where  the  demand,  especially 
when  stimulated  by  any  extraordinary  increase,  real  or  fic- 
titious, of  capital,  is  always  greater  than  the  supply.  All 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  necessity  between 
two  parties ;  and  every  body  knows  that,  in  a  period  of  ex- 
citement here,  wages  rise  immediately,  and  out  of  all  pro- 
portion more  than  any  thing  else,  because  the  population 
of  the  country  is  entirely  inadequate  to  its  wants.  During 
the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of  labor  became  so  ex- 
orbitant, that  same  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  South  Caro- 
lina, rice  fields,  which  have  been  cultivated  for  a  hundred 
years,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from  the  impos- 
sibility of  paying  for  it.    Sir,  as  a  Southern  man,  I  repre- 
sent equally  rent,  capital,  and  wages,  which  are  confound- 
ed in  our  estates  ;  and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array, 
without  cause,  without  a  color  of  pretext  or  plausibility, 
the  different  classes  of  society  against  one  another,  as  if,  in 
such  a  country  as  this,  there  could  be  any  natural  hostility 
or  any  real  distinction  between  them — a  country  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have  been  poor, 
and  all  the  poor  may  one  day  be  rich — a  country  in  which 
banking  institutions  have  been  of  immense  service,  precisely 
because  they  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who  had 
al!  their  fortunes  to  make  by  good  character  and  indus- 
trious habits.    Look  at  that  remarkable  picture — remark- 
able  not  as  a  work  of  art,  but  as  a  monument  of  history — 
which  you  see  in  passing  through  tho  rotnndo.    Two  out 
of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were  mechanics,  and 
such  men  !*    In  the  name  of  God,  sir,  why  should  any 
one  study  to  pervert  the  natural  good  senso  and  kindly 
feelings  of  this  moral  and  noble  people — to  infuse  into  their 
minds  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another,  instead  of  that 
generous  emulation  which  every  thing'  in  their  situation  is 
fitted  to  inspire — to  breathe  into  them  the  spirit  of  Cain, 
muttering  deep  curses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
against  his  brother,  because  tho  smoke  of  bis  sacrifice  has 
ascended  to  heaven  before  his  own  !    And  do  not  they 
who  treat  our  industrious  classes  as  if  they  were  in  the 
<Mma  debased  and  wretched  condition  A  the  poor  of  Eu- 
rope, insult  them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  ?  Why, 
sir,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.    Wo  have  no  poor 
in  this  country,  in  the  souse  in  which  that  word  is  used 
abroad.    Every  laborer,  even  the  most  humble,  in  tho 
United  Slates  sooo  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land ;  for  the  West,  with  all  its 
boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  him.   How  can  any  one  dare 
to  compare  the  mechanics  of  this  land  (whose  inferiority, 
in  any  substantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue,  in 
wealth,  to  the  other  classes  of  our  society,  I  have  yet  to 
learn)  with  that  race  of  outcasts,  of  which  so  terrific  a  pic- 
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ture  is  presented  by  recent  writers — the  poor  of  Europe  1 
a  race,  among  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  whom  fan>in<< 
and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  continually ;  many  of 
whom  are  without  morals,  without  education,  without  a 
country,  without  a  God !  and  may  be  said  to  know 
society  only  by  the  terrors  of  its  penar  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it.  Poor  bondmen  !  mocked  with  tho 
name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be  sometimes  tempted  to 
break  their  chains,  in  order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  star- 
vation in  idleness  and  dissipation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  their  prison  house  to  take  them  up  again,  heavier 
and  more  galling  than  before;  severed,  as  it  has  been 
touch ingly  expressed,  from  nature,  from  tho  common  air, 
and  the  light  of  the  sun ;  knowing  only  by  hearsay  that 
tho  fields  are  green,  that  the  birds  sing,  and  that  there  is 
a  perfume  in  flowers.  \ 

And  is  it  with  a  race  whom  the  perverse  institutions  of 
Europe  have  thus  degraded  beneath  the  condition  of  hu- 
manity, that  the  advocates,  the  patrons,  the  protectors  of 
our  working  men,  presume  to  compare  them !  8ir,  it  ia 
to  treat  them  with  a  scorn  at  which  their  spirit  should  re- 
volt, and  docs  revolt.  Just  before  I  left  Charleston,  there 
was  a  meeting  called  for  some  purpose,  which  was  regard- 
ed by  the  people  of  that  city  as  unfavorable  to  public  order. 
There  was  something,  I  suppose,  in  the  proceedings  which 
looked  to  the  invidious  distinction  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking;  for  it  led,  as  I  have  heard,  to  an  expression  of 
sentiment  from  one  of  our  mechanics, »  which  struck  me  as 
noble  beyond  sll  praise.  He  said  he  wondered  what  could 
be  meant  by  addressing  to  the  industrious  classes,  particu- 
larly, all  inflammatory  appeals  against  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  as  if  they  were  not  a  part  of  the  community 
as  much  interested  in  its  order  and  peace  as  any  other ;  as 
if  thoy  had  no  ties  of  simpathy  or  connexion  with  their 
fellow-citizens ;  above  all,  as  if  they  had  not  intelligence 
and  knowledge  enough  to  take  care  of  their  own  interests, 
but  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  perpetual  pupilage  and  in- 
fancy, '  and  needed  the  officious  protection  of  self- constitu- 
ted guardians !  Sir,  that  was  a  aentiutent  worthy  of  a 
freeman,  and  which  may  be  recorded,  with  honor,  among 
the  sayings  of  heroes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  the  attention 
with  which  it  has  honored  me.  I  have  detained  it  long ; 
but  I  was  full  of  the  subject,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  vast  importance  in  all  its  bearings.  I  have  spoken  what 
I  felt  and  thought,  without  reference  to  pwly.  But  I  will 
say  one  word  to  those  with  whom  I  have  generally  acted 
on  this  fbur.  I  huve  heard  that  some  of  them  disapprove 
this  measure,  but  are  disposed  to  vote  for  it  to  oblige  their 
friends.  Sir,  this  Is  a  strange  and  a  great  mistake.  A 
true  friend  ought  to  be  a  faithful  counsellor.  Let  them  re- 
meml*er  the  deep  reproach  which  the  great  poet  puts  in  tho 
mouth  of  ono  of  his  heroes : 

"  Hadst  thou  but  at  look  thy  head,  or  raado  a  inust*, 
When  I  siwke  dnrklv  what  I  purpufril: 
Or  iumed-«n  eye  vt  doubt  upon  my  face !" 

When  Mr.  Lksarb  had  concluded, 
Mr.  NAYLOR,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  it  was 
with  great  reluctance  Ibat  he  rose,  for  the  first  time,  in  this 
hall.  He  felt  himself  obliged  to  rise.  Yes,  (said  Mr.  N.,) 
I  am  impelled  to  speak.  I  cannot  remain  silent.  I  voted 
for  the  introduction  of  this  hill  to  our  deliberations  some 
days  since,  on  purpose  to  afford  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickrxs]  an  opportunity  to 
express  his  views  in  relation  to  it.  I  perceived  his  anxiety 
to  speak,  and  felt  a  friendly  disposition  to  gratify  him.  If 
I  were  surprised  when  I  heard  him  draw  into  the  vortex  of 
discussion  the  excitive  topics  of  sbolition,  Texas,  slavery, 
and  locofocoism,  topics  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  this 
subject,  what  most  have  been  my  feelings  when  I 
mee  the  institutions  of  the  North  i 
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and  slavish,  and  exalt  those  of  the  South  as  ancient,  patri- 
archal, and  almost  perfect ;  boldly  avow  that  the  laborers  of 
the  North  were  the  subject*  of  the  Northern  capitalists; 
put  the  Northern  workmen  on  a  footing  with  (he  Southern 
slave*,  and  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  to  the  laborers 
of  the  Noith.  Yea,  preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern 
latH>rcrs ! 

I  am  a  Northern  laborer.  Ay,  air,  it  has  been  ray  lot 
to  have  inherited  as  my  only  patrimony,  at  the  early  age  of 
nine  years,  nothing  hut  naked  orphanage  and  utter  destitu- 
tion ;  houseless  and  homeless,  falhcrleaa  and  pcnnyless,  I 
was  obliged,  from  that  day  forward,  to  cam  my  daily  bread 
by  my  daily  labor.  And  now,  air,  when  I  take  my  seat 
in  this  hall  aa  the  free  representative  of  a  free  people,  am 
I  to  be  sneered  at  aa  a  Northern  laborer,  and  degraded  into 
a  comparison  with  the  poor  oppressed  and  suffering  negro 
slave  ?  Is  such  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions  ?  i 
If  it  be,  then  did  our  fathers  fight,  and  bleed,  and  struggle, 
and  die  in  vain! 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  misconceived  the  spirit  and 
tendency  of  Northern  institutions.  He  is  ignorant  of 
Northern  character.  He  haa  forgotten  the  history  of  his 
country.  Preach  insurrection  to  the  Northern  laborers ! 
Preach  insurrection  to  me !  Who  are  the  Northern  labor* 
ers  ?  The  history  of  your  country  is  their  history.  The 
renown  of  your  country  is  their  renown.  The  brightness 
of  their  doings  is  emblaxoned  on  its  every  page.  Blot  from 
your  annals  the  deeds  and  the  doings  of  Northern  laborers 
and  the  history  of  your  country  preseuta  but  a  universal 
blank. 

Sir,  who  was  he  that  disarmed  the  Thunderer,  wrested 
from  hia  grasp  the  bolts  of  Jove,  calmed  the  troubled  ocean, 
became  the  central  sun  of  the  philosophical  system  of  his 
age,  shedding  hia  brightness  and  effulgence  on  the  whole 
civilized  world — whom  the  great  and  mighty  of  the  earth 
delighted  to  honor;  who  participated  in  the  achievement  of 
your  independence;  prominently  assisted  in  moulding  your 
free  institutions,  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  whose  wis-* 
dom  will  be  felt  to  the  last  moment  of  "recorded  lime?" 
Who,  sir,  I  ask,  was  he  ?  A  Northern  laborer— a  yankeo 
tallow-chandler's  son— a  printer's  runaway  boy ! 

And  who,  let  mc  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  was 
be  that  in  the  days  of  our  Revolution  led  forth  a  Northern 
army,  yes,  en  army  of  Northern  laborers,  and  aided  the 
chivalry  of  South  Carolina  in  their  defence  against  British 
aggression,  drove  the  spoilers  from  their  firesides,  and  re* 
deemed  her  fair  fields  from  foreign  invader* — who  was  he? 
A  Northern  laborer,  a  Rhode  Island  blacksmith — the  gal- 
lant General  Greene,  who  left  his  hammer  and  his  forge 
and  went  forth,  conquering  and  to  conquer,  in  the  battles 
of  our  independence  !  And  will  you  preach  insurrection 
to  men  like  these  ? 

Sir,  oar  country  is  full  of  the  glorious  achievements  of 
Northern  laborers !  Where  is  Concord,  and  Lexington, 
any  Princeton,  and  Trenton,  and  Saratoga,  and  Bunker 
Hill,  but  in  the  North  ?  And  what,  sir,  haa  shed  an  im- 
perishable; renown  on  the  never-dying  names  of  thoso  hal- 
lowed spots  but  the  blood  and  tho  struggles,  the  high  da- 
ring and  patriotism,  and  sublime  courage  of  Northern 
laborers  t  The  whole  North  is  an  everlasting  monument 
of  the  freedom,  virtue,  intelligence,  ami  indomitable  inde- 
pendence of  Northern  laborers!  Go,  sir,  go  preach  in- 
surrection to  men  like  these  .* 

The  fortitude  of  the  men  of  the  North  under  intense 
suffering  for  liberty's  rake,  has  been  almost  God-like! 
History  has  so  recorded  it.  Who  comprised  that  gallant 
army  that  without  food,  without  pay,  shelterless,  ►  hoe  leas, 
penny  less,  and  almost  naked,  in  that  dreadful  winter— the 
midnight  of  our  Revolution,  whose  wanderings  could  be 
traced  by  their  blood-tracks  in  the  snow  !  whom  no  arts 
could  seduce,  no  appeal  lead  astray,  no  suffering  disaffect, 
but  who,  true  to  their  country  and  its  holy  cause,  continued 


to  fight  the  good  fight  of  liberty,  until  it  finally  triumphed  1 
Who,  sir,  were  these  men?  Why,  Northern  laborers; 
yes,  sir,  Northern  laborers! 

'Who,  sir,  was  Roger  Sherman,  and — but  it  is  idle  to 
enumerate.  To  name  the  Northern  laborers  who  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  and  illustrated  the  history  of  their 
country,  would  require  days  of  the  time  of  this  House. 
Nor  is  it  necessary.  Posterity  will  do  them  justice.  Their 
deeds  have  been  recorded  in  characters  of  fire  ! 

And  such  are  the  workingmen  of  the  North  at  this  time. 
They  have  not  degenerated  ;  they  are  in  all  respect*  worthy 
of  their  intelligent  and  sturdy  sires.  Whose  blood  was  so 
profusely  shed,  during  ihe  last  war,  on  the  Canada  lines, 
but  that  of  the  Northern  laborera  ?  Who  achieved  the  glo- 
rious victories  of  Terry  and  McDonough  on  the  lakes,  but 
the  Northern  laborers ?  Yes,  they  ••met  the  enemy  and 
j  made  them  theirs."  Who,  sir,  have  made  our  ships  the 
models  for  all  Europe,  and  sent  forth  in  the  late  war  those 
gallant  vessel*  that  gave  our  little  navy  the  first  place  in, 
the  marine  annals  of  the  world,  and  covered  our  arms  on 
the  ocean  in  a  blaze  of  glory,  but  the  skill,  and  intellect, 
and  patriotism  of  the  Northern  laborers?  And  who,  sir, 
manned  these  vessel*  and  went  forth  and  for  the  first  time 
humbled  the  British  lion  on  the  ocean,  hut  the  Northern 
laborers?  And  who,  sir,  was  he,  that  noble  tar  who, 
wounded,  and  bleeding,  and  mangled,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance lifeless  on  the  deck  of  one  of  our  ships,  on  hearing 
that  the  flag  of  the  enemy  had  struck,  and  that  victory  bad 
perched  on  the  proud  banner  of  his  country,  raised  up  his 
feeble  mangled  form,  opened  his  languid  eyes  once  more 
to  the  light  of  heaven,  waved  his  pained  hand  around  bis 
head  in  token  of  bis  joy,  and  fell  back  and  died.  Who, 
sir,  was  he?  Why,  a  Northern  laborer;  a  Northern  la- 
borer !  And  yet  these  men  are  the  slaves  of  the  North,  to 
whom  the  honorable  gentleman  is  abont  to  preach  insur- 
rection ! 

[Mr.  Picikxs  explained,  and  said  in  subsUnce  that  he 
bad  spoken  only  of  the  tendency  of  Northern  institutions 
to  make  the  workingmen  of  the  North  tributary  to  the  cap- 
italist, and  to  prevent  them  from  rising  from  their  laborious 
situation.  That  he  had  not  degraded  them  into  a  compar- 
ison with  the  slaves,  but  had  said  that,  if  the  people  of  the 
North  would  continue  to  interfere  with  the  slaves  of  the 
South,  that  then  he  (Mr.  Pickkns)  would  preach  insur- 
rection to  the  Northern  laborers  I] 

Mr.  Natwih  resumed  and  said :  I  have  not  misunder- 
stood the  honorable  gentleman.  That  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman doe*  treat  the  Northern  workmen  as  Southern  slaves 
is  evident  from  what  be  had  just  said.  If  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  place  them  in  the  same  degraded  situation  of 
slaves,  bow  could  he  threaten  to  preach  insurrection  among 
them?  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  mistaken  the 
tendency  of  Northern  institutions,  as  much  as  he  has  mis- 
conceived the  worth  and  spirit  of  Northern  character.  Our 
institutions  hare  no  such  tendency  ;  no,  sir,  but  exactly  the 
reverse.  They  raise  up  the  laborer.  They  place  every 
man  upon  an  equality.  They  give  to  all  cqu.il  rights  and 
equal  chances,  and  hold  out  to  all  equal  inducement*  to 
action.  Norlhqsji  institutions  teud  to  keep  down  the 
Northern  laborers !  The  whole  history  of  the  North,  from 
the  landing  of  the  first  pilgrim  on  the  rock  of  Plymouth  to 
this  hour,  contradicts  this  position. 

I  appeal  to  the  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania.  I 
ask  you,  sirs,  who  is  Joseph  Ritner,  that  distinguished 
man,  who,  at  this  very  moment  fills  the  executive  chair  of 
your  great  State — a  man  who,  in  all  that  constitutes  high 
moral  and  intellectual  worth,  has  few  superiors  in  this 
country— one  who  has  all  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  great  statesman,  and  who  pos- 
sesses, in  the  most  enlarged  degree,  all  the  elements  of  hu- 
man greatness — who,  sirs,  is  he  ?  A  Northern  laborer — 
a  Pennsylvania  wagoner — who,  for  years,  drove  bis  team 
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to  Philadelphia,  "  over  the  mountain  and 
over  the  moor,"  not  "  whittling  us  ho  went,"  no,  air,  but 
prt>|«ring  himself  then,  by  deep  cogitation  and  earnest  ap- 
plication, for  the  high  destiny  which  the  future  had  in  store 
for  him.  Aod  who,  let  me  ask  the  same  gentlemen,  who 
id  James  Todd,  the  present  attorney  general  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, distinguished  for  the  extent  of  his  legal  acquirement*, 
for  the.  comprehensive  energy  mind,  fur  his  strength 

In  early  childhood  o  destitute,  desolate  orphan,  bound  out 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  a*  an  apprentice  to  a  laborer  ! 
These,  sir,  ire  some  of  the  fruits  of  Northern  institutions, 
noma  of  the  slaves  to  whom  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
have  to  preach  insurrection  ! 

But,  if  the  Northern  institutions  be  hostile  to  equality, 
and  base  the  effect  that  the  honorable  gentleman  contends 
for,  ts  keep  down  the  workmen  and  make  them  tributary 
to  the  capitalists,  how  cornea  it,  bow  comes  it,  that  I  am 
now,  at  an  early  age,  a  representative  in  this  hall?  Sir, 
the  gentleman  is  utterly,  utterly  deceived  as  to  the  effect 


of  our  in 
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of  my  own,  my  native  district,  bankers, 
capitalists,  and  merchant*,  (so  much  denounced, )  manu- 
facturers, mechanics,  and  laborers,  I  appeal  to  you  all: 
Did  it  ever  occur  to  any  one  of  you,  when  I  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  high  office  to  which  your  free  •uffniges  have 
"  me— did  it,  I  say,  ever  occur  to  any  one  of  you  to 
me  because  poverty,  orphanage,  and  destitution 
i  msde  me  a  laborer  for  my  daily  bread  f  No,  sirs, 
no?  f  wdl  do  you  the  justice  to  answer  for  you— no ! 
Yoar  inquiry  was  not,  "is  he  rich  or  poor,  a  laborer,  a 
capitalist,  a  banker,  or  a  merchant!"  but  "is  ho  a  man  1 
has  be  ability  enough  moderately  to  sustain  oar  interests 
in  the  great  councils  of  tho  nation,  and  nerve  and  moral 
eournee  enough  fearlessly  to  defy  the  assaults  of  power, 
anil  to  vindicate  the  out  raged  principles  of  our  constitution?" 
And  here,  sir,  I  now  am,  and  what  is  there  to  prevent  me 
froin  taking  my  stand  by  the  side  of  the  proudest  man  in 
this  ball  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  the  fiM  time  that  I  have  heard 
a  parallel  run  between  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  the 
working-men  of  the  North.  For  a  while,  sir,  that  parallel 
was  made  as  to  the  relative  condition  of  the  free  negroes 
of  the  North  and  the  slaves  of  the  8outh.  Recently,  how- 
ever, some  of  those  who  advocate  the  surpassing  excellence 
of  the  stave  institutions  of  the  South,  have  taken  a  bolder 
and  more  daring  stand.  Racking  their  brains  for  arguments 
and  illustrations  to  justify  slavery  as  it  prevails  among 
them,  they  have  hazanled  the  bold  proposition  that  slavery 
exists  in  every  country ;  and  that.  In  the  North,  tho  opera- 
tives, thoagh  nominally  free,  are  in  fact  the  slaves  of  the 
capitalists.  Such  a  proposition  is  monstrous.  I  tell  you,  sir, 
gentlemen  deceive  themselves.  They  slander  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  their  country.  They  wrong  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  class  of  men  on  earth.  I  know  tbem 
well;  I  have  been  lonx  associated  with  them.  I  have  seen 
them  form  themselves  into  libraries  and  other  associations 
for  intellectual  improvement.  I  have  seen  them  avail  them- 
selves of  every  leisure  moment  for  mental  culture.  I  have 
seen  them  learned  in  the  languages,  skilled  in  the  sciences, 
and  informed  in  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  elevation  to 
the  character  of  man,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  high  destinies 
for  which  he  was  designed.  Let  the  honorable  gentleman 
go  among  them,  and  be  will  find  them  in  all  respects  equal 
to  those  who  make  it  their  boast  that  they  own  all  the  la- 
borers in  the  Booth.  Ye»,  sir,  as  well  qualified  to  lierome 
honorable  rulers  of  a  free  people— having  h>*ad*  fitted  for 


Mr. 


witness  to  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said ;  I  call  upon 
them  to  look  back  to  the  days  of  their  childhood  and  ssy 
whom  they  have  seen  attain  honor,  distinction,  wealth,  and 
affluence  ?  Are  they  not  the  working,  the  industrious  parts 
of  society  '  And  do  not  the  institutions  of  the  North  ne- 
cessarily leail  to  such  results  ?  Sir,  when  I  pause  for  a 
moment,  and  behold  what  are  now  the  tittle  destitute  play- 
mates of  my  childhood,  I  am  overwhelmed  with  sston Un- 
tie m  have  gone  forth  from  their  homes, 
snd  signers  of  declarations  of  indepen- 


of  the  North  to 


dence,  founders  of  new  empires,  breakers  of  the  chains  of 
despotism,  und  the  earth,  even  in  their  youth,  ha*  drunk 
np  their  blood,  shed  willingly  in  the  cause  of  tho  rights  of 
man.  Some  have  ministered  at  the  altar  of  their  divine 
Master.  Some  have  led  the  bar,  adorned  the  Senate,  illus- 
trated the  judicisry ;  and  others  have  wandered  in  the  flow- 
ery field  of  literature,  trod  in  the  cool,  tranquillizing 
paths  of  philosophy,  delved  in  the  depths  of  science,  and 
compassed  the  world  with  their  enterprise.  In  a  word, 
civilization  has  no  pursuit  that  they  have  not  already  hon- 
ored and  adorned.  And  yet  these  men  are  some  of  the 
fruits  of  those  odious  institutions  again 
gentleman  has  undertaken  bis  < 

Sir,  it  is  the  glory  of  the  Northern 
give  to  every  man,  poor  and  rich,  high  mid  low,  the  same 
fair  play.  They  place  the  honors,  emoluments,  and  dis- 
tinctions of  the  country  before  him,  and  say  "  go  run  your 
race  for  the  prize,  the  reward  shall  encircle  the  brow  of  the 
most  worthy."  Thus  it  is  that  every  one  feels  and  knows 
thst  he  has  a  clear  field 
try,  prudence,  an 
in  any  honorable  undertaking.  He  knows  that  his  indus- 
try is  his  own;  his  efforts  are  hia  own,  and  that  every  blow 
he  strikes,  whilst  it  redounds  to  his  own  immediate  advan- 
tage, contributes!  also  to  the  good  of  the  community,  and 
the  glory  and  renown  of  his  country.  All  honorable  em- 
ployments ore  open  to  him.  The  halls  of  legislation  are 
open  to  him ;  the  bar  is  open  to  him ;  the  fields  of  science 
are  before  him ;  there  is  no  barrier  betwren  him  and  the  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition,  hut  such  us  industry  and  perseverance 
may  overcome. 

Look  at  the  workings  of  their  institutions  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  North.  Look  at  her  mighty  cities,  her  for- 
of  masts, her  smiling  villages,  her  fertile  fields,  her  pro- 
mines,  her  numerous  charities,  her  ten  thousand 
improvements.  Behold  my  own,  my  native  State.  Penn- 
sy Ivsnta  is  inte!lcctitalized  under  their  auspices.  Her  sod 
and  hills  and  valleys  and  rocks  and  everlasting  mountains 
live  and  breathe  under  the  animating  influence  of  her  in- 
telligent and  hard-working  population;  every  stream  feeds 
its  canal,  every  section  of  country  has  its  railroad,  distance 
is  annihilated,  the  flinty  ribs  of  bcr  rocky  mountains  ore 
driven  asunder,  the  bowels  of  the  earth  yield  forth  their 
treasures,  snd  the  face  of  the  earth  blooms  and  blossoms 
and  fructifies  like  a  paradise.  And  all  this,  all  this  is  the 
result  of  the  intelligence,  industry,  and  enterprise  of  North- 

tutions. 

Nor  are  their  efforts  confined  to  their  own  country  alone. 
Their  industry  and  enterprise  compass  the  whole  earth. 
There  is  not  a  wave  under  heaven  that  their  keels  have  not 
parted ;  not  a  breeze  ever  stirred  to  which  they  have  not 
unfurled  the  starry  banner  of  their  country.  Go  to  the 
frozen  ocean  of  the  North  and  you  will  find  them  there ;  to 
the  ocean  in  the  extreme  South  and  yon  will  find 
there.  Nature  has  no  difficulty  that  they  have  not 
come — the  world  no  limit  that  they  have  not  attained. 

In  every  department  of  mind  do  the  institutions  of  the 
North  exert  a  wholesome,  a  developing  influence.    Sir,  it 
but  a  few  days  since  that  you  saw  the  ni embers  of  this 
gathered  round  the,  electro-magnetic  machine  of  Mr. 
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holding,  for  (Im  first  lime,  the  secret,  sublime,  and  myste- 
riout  principle*  of  nature  applied  to  mechanics;  and  there 
was  the  machine,  visible  to  all  eye*,  moving  with  the  ra- 
pidity of  Lightning,  without  any  apparent  cause.  But  the 
genius  that  made  the  application  of  this  sublime  and  mys- 
terious influence,  who  is  he  but  a  laboring,  hard-working 
blacksmith  of  the  North  1 

Sir,  where  do  learning,  literature,  and  science  flourish 
but  in  the  North  1  Where  does  the  press  teem  with  the 
products  of  mind  but  in  the  North  ?     Where  are  the  sci- 

at  this  early  day,  Europe's  vast  accumulstions,  but  in  the 
North?  And  who,  sir,  gives  form,  and  grace,  and  life, 
and  proportion  to  the  shapeless  marble  but  the  sculptor  of 
the  North  1  Yes,  sir,  and  there,  loo,  does  the  genius  of 
the  pencil  contribute  her  glowing  creations  to  the  stock  of 
Northern  renown.  To  Northern  handiwork  are  you  in- 
debted for  thin  magnificence  of  this  mighty  Capitol.  And 
those  noble  historical  pieces  now  filling  the  panels  of  the 
Rolundo,  which  display  the  beginning,  progress,  and  con- 
summation of  your  Revolution,  and  give  to  all  posterity 
the  living  forms  and  breathing  countenances  of  the  fathers 
of  your  republic — they,  too,  are  the  works  of  a  Northern 


I  conclude  this  branch  of  my  subject,  let  me 
vrvelion  thet  I  bad  almost  forgotten.  The  gen- 
ii''""1" seems  to  think  thiii  our  workmen  must  of  neee«wity 
be  the  passive  instruments  of  our  capitalists.  His  idea  of  the 
power  ami  influence  of  wealth,  controlling  the  very  desti- 
nies of  the  man  who  labors,  most  be  derived  from  the  in- 
stitutions of  his  own  generous  South  ;  where  he  frankly 
avows  that  the  capitalist  docs  absolutely  own  the  laborers. 
His  views  are,  however,  utterly  inapplicable  to  the  North. 
Who  are  the  Northern  capitalists  of  to-day,  hut  the  pen- 
ny lass  apprentices  of  yesterday  t  Sir,  in  the  North  there 
is  scarcely  a  class  of  men  existing  exclusively  as  capital- 
ists. The  character  of  capitalist  and  laborer  is  there  uni- 
ted in  the  same  person.  In  ninety-nine  cases  ont  of  a 
hundred,  he  who  is  a  capitalist  has  become  so  by  his  own 
industry  and  perseverance.  He  begins  as  an  humble 
••laborer"— his  industry,  virtue,  and  integrity  his  only 
capital.  He  gradually  accumulates.  Every  day  of  toil 
increases  bis  means.  His  means  are  then  united  to  his 
Uhor,  and  he  receives  the  just  and  honest  profits  of  them 
both.  Thus  he  goe*  on,  joining  his  accumulstions  with 
his  labor,  receiving  the  profits  of  his  capital  and  his  toil, 
scattering  the  fruits  of  his  efforts  abroad  for  the  benefit  of 


society,  living  in  manly  independence,  and  laying  up  a 
Ntock  of  comfort  and  enjoy  ntont  for  his  declining  years. 
Sueh  was  the  rich  Girard,  the  "  merchant  and  msriner," 
an  he  styles  himself  in  his  Isst  will.  He  began  his  career 
a  destitute  cabin-boy.  And  such  are  the  capitalists  all 
the  North.  They  were  all  laborers  some  few  years 
the  humble  operative  of  to-day  must  and  will 
be  the  wealthy  capitalist  in  some  few  years  to  come ;  and  so 
far  are  the  institutions  of  the  North  from  retsrding  his  ad- 
vance, that  they  encourage  him,  aid  him,  cheer,  cherish, 
and  su»tain  him  in  his  onward  career. 

But,  air,  there  is  no  limit  to  this  subject.  I  will  pursue 
it  no  farther.  I  might  easily  exhaust  myself,  but  the  sub- 
ject ts  inexhaustible.  \V  hut  I  have  said  has  been  said  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  my  constituents  from  unjust 
attacks,  and  to  relieve  the  institutions  of  the  North  from 
the  burden  of  dehuneistion  which  has  been  so  profusely 
heaped  upon  them.  I  have  uttered  nothing  in  a  spirit  of 
disparagement  to  the  South.  No,  Heaven  forbid  !  lam 
of  it.  The  whole  country  is  my  country.  To 
i  is  neither  North  nor  8outh,  East  nor  West  I 
nm  an  humble  representative  of  it  all.  Our  fathers  fought 
and  bled  and  died  for  it  all.  And  how  can  we,  their  sons, 
if  we  respect  their  principles  and  cherish  and  venerate  their 
how  can  we  quarrel  about  local 


footer  sectional  jealousies  I  I  stand  here  the  rep 
tive  of  the  whole  country.  Not  an  inch  of  any  part  of 
ahull  he  disparaged  with  my  consent.  Whii- 
its  honor  and  renown  deeply  and  dearly 
I  will  scrupulously  respect  the  rights  aud 
feelings  of  every  section  of  the  country,  and  do  all  in  my 
power  to  advance,  nothing  to  retard,  its  peculiar  interests 
except  where  they  may  come  in  conflict  with  some  great 
fundamental  principle  which  must  not  be  sacrificed.  I 
will^exert  my  influence  to  heal  sectional  differencca,  extST- 
pate  petty  jealousies,  foster  n  becoming  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, promote  universal  harmony  among  the  different  por- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  make  the  Union  itself  a*  everlast- 
ing as  the  soil  which  it  embraces.  With  these  feelings 
and  this  determination  I  have  come  into  this  House.  But, 
sir,  I  never  can  and  never  will  remain  silent  when  tb* 
rights,  or  intercuts,  or  characters,  or  institutions  of  my 
own  immediate  constituents  are  attacked.  No,  air,  lot 
that  attack  coma  from  what  quarter  it  may,  I  will  be  ever 
prompt  to  offer  my  feeble  resistance  and  interpose  my  voico 
in  their  just  vindication  ! 

I  now  beg  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. By  the  madness  and  folly  of  her  rulers,  our  coun- 
try has  bit-n  precipitated  to  a  crisis.  We  have  been  con- 
vened have  to  meet  that  crisis.  That  is,  the  people  sr.d 
this  House  have  been  so  informed.  Bnt  have  we  met  itl 
Are  we  meeting  lit  No,  sir;  we  have  been  called  here 
to  do  what  this  House  has  l»cen  doing  for  the  )a-«l  six 
years,  to  echo  the  will  and  further  the  wishee  of  -the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message ;  to  cease  to  be  the  free  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  to  become  the  pliant  instruments  of  power. 
Nothing  is  to  be  introduced  to  our  deltlwratione  but  what 
the  President  baa  recommended.  Petitions  are  presented, 
and  they  are  trampled  under  foot;  plans  of  relief  are  sug- 
gested, and  they  are  laid  upon  the  table.    The  people  da- 


TV 


they 

mand  from  you,  through 

impartial  hearing,  and  you  meet  them  with  that 
despotism— the  previous  question.  And  when  we  a»k 
why  is  ail  this,  we  ate  impudently  told  that  we  most  at- 
tend to  the  relief  of  the  Government ;  that  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  people ;  that  the  President  haa  submit- 
ted his  plans,  snd  that  right  or  wrong  we  moat  sustain 
ihem  ;  that  be  has  chalked  out  to  ua  the  line  of  our  legis- 
lative duties,  and  that  we  must  follow  thai  Una,  toe  the 
mark ;  yea,  toe  the  mark  ie  their  phrase,  and  then  go  home 
and  tell  our  constituents  that  we  have  slavishly  done  oar 
master's  bidding. 

Sir,  it  is  by  conduct  like  this  that  our  country  has  been 
precipitated  from  the  height  of  prosperity  into  the  very 
depths  of  distress.  This  House  is  responsible  for  much 
of  the  evil  under  which  the  people  are  now  groaning.  Their 
representatives  in  Congress  have  been  faithless  to  them. 
They  have  surrendered  up  their  independence  and  t>ecome 
the  mere  echo  of  the  President's  will.  Instead  of  freely 
deliberating  aud  choosing  what  was  best  for  the  people  and 
the  country,  they  have  been  watching  the  ever-changing 

hia  wishes  and  determinations— and  thus  have  they  been 
slavishly  echoing  and  rs-echoing  that  will  until  the  great 
fundamental  interests  of  the  country  have  been  entirely  sac- 
ntlced.  The  people  have  been  lost  eight  of;  those  who 
were  their  servants  have  become  their  masters.  I  ask  eve- 
ry candid  man  whether  the  legislation  of  Congress  haa  not, 
for  many  years,  conformed,  in  every  important  particular,  to 
the  command*  of  the  Executive  1  Whether  the  rescripts 
of  the  administration  have  not  been  the  law  of  the  lend  1 
Let  us  revert  to  the  history  of  the  past  and  see  what  are 
the  lessons  that  it  teaches. 

Large  majorities  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  passed  an 
of  the  Dank  of  the  United  States.  The 
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democratic  Legislature  of  my  own  State,  Pennsylvania, 
unanimously  recommended  it.  It  was  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. And  what  did  Congress  do  1  Why,  air,  changed 
their  opinion— echoed  that  veto  !  Yea,  we  aaw  the  very 
man  who  draughted  and  advocated  the  bill  for  rechartcring 
(Mr.  Delia*,)  presiding  at  a  town  meeting  a  lew 
erwerds,  and  there  opposing  the  very  measure  of 
which  be  waa  the  author  and  father ;  ay,  turning  at  the 
berk  of  the  President,  like  Saturn  of  old,  to  destroy  hie 
own  offspring.  This,  perhapa,  may  have  been  all  very 
well;  butts  it  not  a  remarkable  proof  that  members  of 
mvenieut  to  have  opinion,  which  did 
to  those  ot  the  Executive  1 
Cut  again  :  Congress  investigated  the  situation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  fur  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  still  continued  to  be  a  safe  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  They  found  ita  situation  to  be  sound  and 
wholesome,  and  declared,  by  a  large  majority,  that  the  de- 
ilea  should  bo  continued  in  it,  according  to  law.  The 
however,  a  short  time  afterwards  determined 
ordered  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  vi- 
olent hands  upon  the  treasures  of  the  nation,  to  take  them 
from  the  place  where  Congress  and  the  law  declared  they 
should  be,  and  scatter  them  abroad  over  the  land,  by  de- 
biting them  with  the  pet  banks ;  there  to  be  need  for  the 

fc-edi?'  °d  *W<'"'ng  thC  j^i"58-  °f  f9p<'r  m"nc-v'  tt,,dof 
of  speculation. 

In  sixty  days  afterwards  Congress  met  Well,  and 
what  did  members  of  Congress  do !  Did  they  adhere  to 
their  former  resolution  1  No,  sir,  they  again  surrendered 
up  Iheir  independence;  again  changed  their  opinion,  and 
ag»in  echoed  the  will  of  the  Executive. 

Then  it  waa,  that  the  President  formed  his  league  of  pet 
banks.  He  conceived  and  planned,  and  put  in  operation, 
a  project  which,  according  to  bia  promise,  was  to  banish 
bank  rags  from  the  community,  give  us  the  beet  of  curren- 
cies, and  fill  up  the  channels  of  circulation  with  gold.  This 
was  the  *ole  work  of  the  Executive  and  hie  agents.  Coo- 
grew  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  submitted  his  plan, 
however,  to  Congress,  in  the  form  of  a  law,  for  their  ap- 
proval. They  hesitated  for  a  while,  and  grumbled  a  little; 
but,  not  daring  to  disobey,  they  at  length  again  complied 
with  hie  requisitions,  went  through  all  the  unmeaning  forma 
and  idle  ceremonies  necessary  to  give  it  a  legal  shape,  for- 
got the  people  and  the  country,  and  again  echoed  the  will 
of  the  Executive ! 

But,  air,  it  is  in  vain  to  give  further  examples  of  the  en- 
tiro  dependence  of  this  House  on  the  Executive.  The 
President  has  been  pacing  our  laws!  Congress,  in  truth 
and  in  fact,  has  bad  nothing  to  do  with  them  !  His  will 
has  been  supreme.  This  House,  instead  of 
representative  body  of  the  people,  has  been  the 
tive  of  the  President! 

But  Ihe  bubble  has  at  length  burst.  The  gilded  project 
of  which  so  much  was  promised  and  so  much  expected  by 
an  injured  and  confiding  people,  ia  at  an  end.  While  the 
people  stood  anxiously  awaiting  the  realization  of  its  prom- 
ised advantages,  it  suddenly  exploded,  and  involved  them 
and  their  business,  the  country,  its  exchsoges,  currency, 
and  prosperity,  in  a  scene  of  confusion  and  distress  unpar- 
alleled in  the  annals  of  our  civil  history.  The  Govern- 
ment, from  a  hollow  and  blouied  appearance  ol  sanity,  be- 
came suddenly  bankrupt.  The  people  were  overwhelmed 
with  distress,  and  from  every  quarter  of  the  country  asked 
relief  from  the  evils  that  had  come  upon  them. 

Meeting,  then,  under  these  circumstance,  I  ask  had  we 
not  a  right  to  expect  that  Congress  once  more  would  Te- 
Hume  ita  independence,  and  alienJ  faithfully  and  fearless- 
ly to  the  business  of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  ad- 
ministration would  now  abandon  its  projects  and  give  over 
its  attempts  to  sway  and  subjugate  and  enslave  the  repre- 


sentatives of  the  country  1  But  have  our  expectations 
been  realized  1  What  have  we  been  about  1  What  have 
we  done !  Let  us  see  whether  we  have  not  again  been 
subserviently  echoing  the  will  of  the  Executive  1 

Our  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  postponement  of 
I  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  to 
withhold  from  them  the  sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions 
■  of  dollars,  which,  by  the  act  of  33d  June,  1836,  we  had 
contracted  to  put  in  their  possession.    By  that  law  it  is 
provided  "  that  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  first  of  January,  1887,  reserving  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollara,  should  be  deposited  with 
the  States  in  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stales."    Under  this  law  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January,  1837,  to 
tive  millions  out  of  it  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
nd  appropriate  the  balance,  whatever  it  might  be, 
to  the  Stsu-s  as  already  mentioned.    The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  performed  this  duty,  si.d  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury. 
He  reserved  the  five  millions,  and  then  annouueed  to  the 
different  States  of  the  Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Tr 
ory,  specifically  set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  of  thirty- 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  them  in  four  instalments. 
The  8tates  agreed  to  receive  the  money.    Three  instal- 
ments of  the  money  they  did  receive.    The  fourth  and 
last  instalment  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
was  to  have  been  paid  to  them  on  the  first  of  this  month. 
This  is  a  plain  unvarnished  statement  of  the  ease.  Thus 
we  see  that  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  there  waa  in 
the  Treasury  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  specifically 
set  apart  by  the  law  for  the  States.    There  it  was.  Tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  counted  it  and  declared  it  to  bo 
theio.    Now,  why  haa  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to 
the  States  !    Waa  it  because  thia  House  pa&scd  a  bill  for 
the  postponement  of  the  last  payment !    No,  sir,  but  be- 
cause this  administration  had  previously  used  thia  money 
for  their  own  purposes.    They,  Martin  Van  Boren  and 
his  administration,  betrayed  the  trust  repo*ed  in  them, 
squandered  this  money — and  when  the  representatives  of 
the  people  assemble  here  in  special  session,  we  are  inform- 
ed by  the  President  and  hia  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  money  that  was  in  the  Treasury  for  the  States  is  gone, 
has  evaporated,  and  that  wa  will  have  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  one  fourth  °ril-    Thus  wc  see  that  the  money 
was  used  by  the  administration.    The  President  end  hia 
policy  have  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment-   Congress  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
money  waa  there  for  the  Stales  on  the  first  of  January  last. 
When  we  met  here  in  eight  months  afterwards  it  waa  not 
there.    Suppose  the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
not  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  tha  money  1 
No.    Why  !    Because  the  administration  had  previously 
used  the  money  that  was  specifically  aet  apart  for  thern. 
Thus  you  perceive  that  the  Executive  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.    And,  after  doing  this,  he  very  modestly  calls 
upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  do  what  he  had  previously 
done  !    Well,  and  what  did  Congress  do  1    Why  again 
they  echo  the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  had  already  been  postponed,  and  declaring  a  solemn 
falsehood  to  the  whole  country,  thst  we,  yea,  that  we  had 
withheld  from  the  people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a 
half  of  money,  when  it  had  been  done  i 
the  executive  rulers  of  our  country  ! 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independence  of  ibis 
body  !  If  we  continue  thus  to  comply  with  the  behests 
of  power  and  to  delude  and  betray  the  people,  I  ask,  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  to  become  of  our  < 
and  its  free  institutions  1 

[Here  the  House  took  its  usual  recess.    After  the  re- 
cess Mr.  Natiob  resumed.] 
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Mr.  Chairman,  the  embarrassment  incident  to  rrty  no- 
vel situation,  and  the  excitement  which  hurried  ma  on  to. 
vindicate  Northern  people,  enatain  Northern  institutions, 
and  to  show  their  effect  npon  the  community,  caused  me 
to  forget  thia  morning  aome  of  the  topic*  that  I  bad  intend  - 
ed  to  introduce,  and  to  enlarge  on  other*  that  I  expected 
only  to  have  glanced  at.  It  is  too  late,  however,  to  take 
them  up  now.    I  will  go  on,  therefore,  where  I  left  off. 

The  second  great  meaaure  which  the  administration 
commanded  you  to  paw,  and  which  you  did  paaa,  wae  trie 
bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notea. 
Ye*,  ten  millions  of  paper  money— ten  millions,  not  of 
bank  rags,  but  Government  raga — ten  millions  of  old  con- 
tinental  paper — ten  millions  of  ahin  plasters »  And  is  it 
possible  that  these  are  the  fruits  of  those  long  years  of  ex- 
citing, convulsing,  distracting  experiments,  which  our 
raters  promised  us  should  produce  such  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient currency,  and  flood  the  whole  land  with  gold  ?  Ay, 
gold,  gold,  was  the  cry;  and  now  we  have  gold  with  a 
vengeance !  The  banner  of  our  rulers  has  had  for  its 
motto,  not  our  country,  nor  liberty,  nor  patriotism,  nor 
anion,  nor  any  other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment ; 
no,  air,  but  that  miserable  and  mercenary  promise  "  for 
gold,  gold,  gold  "  For  years  have  oar  people  been  mock- 
ed and  deluded  with  the  empty  promise  of  gold.  And 
now,  at  the  very  moment  when  tbey  reach  forth  their  ex- 
pecting  handa  to  possess  it,  like  the  gold  which  is  said  to 
reward  a  bargain  with  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  it  turns  in 
their  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes'  The  Government  has 
been  raking  it  together  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth. 
They  have  wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  on  relenting  gnisp 
from  the  possession  of  the  people.  They  have  forced  it 
out  of  circulation.  It  is  money  no  longer;  it  is  now 
merchandise.  It  is  bought  and  sold,  as  you  would  boy 
your  bread  or  any  other  necessary  or  convenience  of  life. 
The  people  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their  debts 
to  the  Government.  And  what  does  the  Government  do 
it?  |»ay  it  back  to  the  people!  No,  sir,  no,  hut 
ily  give*  it  to  the  officeholders !  The  office- 
holders  then  sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven 
to  twelve  per  cent.  The  people  again  pay  it  to  the  Gov- 
ernment from"  which,  as  before,  it  immediately  paasea  to 
the  officeholders,  who  again  sell  it  te  the  people  at  a  large 
profit.  Thus  it  moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued 
and  contracted  circle,  cursing  the  people,  and  taking  at 
every  tarn  from  their  hard  earnings  the  amount  of  pre- 
mium paid  for  it,  and  enriching  the  pampered  officeholder, 
just  in  proportion  as  it  robs  them.  In  the  meantime  the 
oiriceholdera  have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to  them- 
selves. They  have  all  the  gold  to  themselves.  They 
tell  us  that  the  Government  and  the  people  must  be  sep- 
arate and  distinct,  that  it  was  never  intended  that  the 


pic  have  with  Ih 


power  1    Sir,  the  ec 


sympathize  with  their  sufferings,  or 
extend  relief  to  their  distresses.  And  how,  sir,  does  this 
golden  Government,  with  its  immense  prbfeasiins,  pay  its 
own  debts?  What  do  they  give  to  the  hard  toiling  mc- 
i-hnnie— the  aged,  feeble  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of 
the  Revolution?  And  what  has  the  country  for  a  curren- 
cy? Why,  rsgs,  rag-;  not  "bank  rags"  alone;  no,  (for 
they  grow  more  scarce  every  day,)  but  all  kinds  of  rags— 
a  complete  piece  of  patch  work,  an  undistinguished  gath- 
ering together  of  rottenness  and  confusion.  And,  to  crown 
the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded  partisans,  have 
p;i-*ed  the  bill  for  the  manufacture  of  ten  millions  more  of 
rags,  with  which  still  further  to  curse  the  country — the 
bill  creating  ten  millions  of  paper  money  for  the  people ! 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  I  ask,  when  will  this  evil  end? 
W  hen  will  members  of  Congress  be  members  of  Congress, 
break  the  shackles  that  bind  them  lo  the  blind  and  dark  and 
ferocious  npirit  of  power,  and  stand  forth  the  free  repiesent- 
otives  of  the  country? 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  an  awful  reckoning  must  the  peo 


unt  must  be 

made  up  sooner  or  later,  between  them  and  those  rulers 
who  have  been  promising  only  to  deceive  them,  sporting 
with  their  hopes,  trampling  down  their  interests,  marring 
their  enterprises,  and  braising  their  tendereet  sympathies. 
The  day  of  reckoning  most  come,  will  come !  As  certain- 
ly as  truth  must  prevail  over  error,  as  certainly  as  rights 
must  be  vindicated  and  injuries  redressed,  so  certainly  will 
the  people  have  justice,  ay,  and  vengeance  too,  for  the 
many  wrongs  with  which  a  long  course  of  misrule  has  visi- 
ted them.  •  We  have  already  heard  the  rumbling  tit  a  dis- 
tance. The  volcano  will  burst  forth.  I  warn  gentle- 
men—I  warn  the  administration,  to  "flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come  I" 

But,  air,  I  have  again  been  harried  beyond  my  subject. 
I  intended  to  have  alluded  to  the  Treasury  note  bill  only 
to  show  that  thia  measure,  like  all  others,  had  been  passed 

•   s".__n.Li_r.  i  —   *aa>l*U  *kW»   P  *  -m.^  J^uk  t  *  as  •swill 

in  coniuriTiu>  wiiii  \nv  i  ft  much*  »  win. 

The  opposition  in  this  House  did  all  that  reasonable  men 
could  do  to  prevent  its  passage.  One  submitted  a  pl.w 
for  the  collection  of  the  debts  owing  by  the  depoaite  banks, 
and  showing  conclusively  that,  by  this  means,  the  Govern- 
ment could  gut  their  money  from  the  banks  and  be  saved 
the  mortifying  expedient  of  issuing  ten  millions  of  rag 
money.  Bot  no,  it  woald  not  do.  His  proposition  was 
not  listened  to.  Another  gentleman  submitted  a  plan  for 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  which  were  given  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  yet  due  to  the  Government ; 
proving  satisfactorily  that  this  would  entirely  disconnect  the 
Government  from  the  bank,  and  raise  money  amply  suffi- 
cient to  dispense  with  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
No,  they  would  have  Treasury  note*.  The  President  had 
recommended  them,  and  of  course  his  recommendation 
must  become  a  law.  So  accustomed  are  the  President  and 
beada  of  Departments  to  consider  their  recommendai ions  as 
having  the*  force  of  law,  and  so  certain  was  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  Treasury  notea  would  be  issued, 
that  a  mpnth  before  the  bill  was  passed  for  that  purpose, 
we  find  him  writing  circulars  to  many  of  the  banks,  and  a 
great  number  of  the  large  capitalists  in  the  country,  huck- 
stering these  very  notes  about  for  sale !  What  a  humilia- 
ting commentary  upon  the  independence  of  the  people's 
representatives  in  Congress  ! 

But,  air,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  knew  that  this 
House  would  not  disregard  the  will  of  the  Executive.  Yoa 
did  again  echo  that  will.  The  law  is  passed.  The  ad- 
ministration designed  to  establish  a  great  Treasury  bank. 
The  design  is  as  evident  as  the  sun  in  a  cloudless  heaven 
at  noondsy.  They  knew  that  they  could  deceive  the  peo- 
ple no  longer  with  the  golden  humbug.  They  have  now 
established  their  bank.  You  have  ordered  the  issue  of  ten 
millions  of  its  notes  to  begin  with.  These  are  all,  and  the 
only  gold  which  the  suffering  people  of  this  country  will 
ever  gat  from  this  false  and  deceitful  administration ! 
air,  are  solemn  truths,  and  why  should  I  fear  to 
them  ? 

What  next?    The  next  great  measore  that  we  have  re- 
commended to  us  is  the  last  great  experiment  of  those  in 
power,  the  "Sub-Treasury  System."    This  project 
not  yet  received  the  sanction  of  this  House,  and  I 
Mfflvrn  if'ifit  it  never  ntttV*    It  11  I 


and  I  pray 
for  consid- 


eration.  I  purpose,  in  conclusion,  to  make  a  few  hasty  re- 
mark* upon  it.  I  am  opposed  to  this  measore.  Although 
not  yet  approved  by  Congress,  it  is  now  in  operation.  We 
see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  it*  fruits,  and,  for 
myself,  they  are  distasteful  to  me.  I  loathe  tbetn.  I  nm 
fig  cutting  down  the  tree  that  produced  them. 

9ir,  this  acheme  proposes  to  place  in  the  handa  of  indi- 
viduals who  are  dependent  alone  on  the  will  of  die  Presi- 
dent for  their  continuance  in  office,  all,  yes  all  the  count- 
lees  millions  of  the  money  of  this  Government  for  disburse- 
ment and  safe-keeping.    These  men  are  to  receive  it,  hold 
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it,  use  it,  when  and  a?  they 
between  il  and  the  temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own 
uses,  which  the  personal  custody  of  such  immense  treesu re? 
must  offer,  than  the  feeble  restraints  of  poor,  weak,  fallible 
human 'nature,  and  the  fear  of  the  coii sequence*  which 
might  result  from  an  ultimate  detection. 

How  many  receivers  and  holders  of  the  public  money,  or, 
in  other  words,  how  many  "  sub-treasurers"  there  wHI 
be  scattered  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  this  wide 
spread  country,  no  man  can  at  present  determine.  In 
Franco,  where  a  similar  system  prevails,  there  are  one 
hundred  thousand !  Here,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that.  These  men  are 
to  hold  and  absolutely  possess  tho  whole  treasures  of  the 
nation.  Some  of  them,  particularly  in  our  large  cities,  will 
have  millions  of  dollars  in  their  hands  at  a  time.  One  un- 
interrupted golden  current  will  be  continually  pouring  in 
upon  them.  What  a  temptation,  (even  aside  from  party 
political  influences)  is  thus  offered  to  use  n  portion  of  this 
money  occasionally  or  continually,  as  need  or  circumstan- 
ces may  require!  Sir,  the  temptation  will  be  irresistible. 
Surrounded  by  needy  or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whoso 
fa : nilics  and  fortunes  they  may  think  will  lie  comforted  or 
repaired  by  a  timely  loan  ;  in  the  very  midst  of  the  exciting 
whirl  of  speculation,  with  Fortune's  dazzling  visions  urging 
tbem  on  to  use  the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and 
embark  in  schemes  promising  to  result  in  the  enjoyment  of 
immense  possesions,  and  with  the  full  certainty  that  a  tem- 
porary use  of  even  large  amounts,  cannot  be'  discovered ; 
taking  into  consideration  with  these  circumstances  the  fact 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of  these  men — I 
say  they  will,  in  some  cases,  inevitably  misappropriate  the 
money.  Large  amounts  of  it  must  be  lost.  The  treasures 
of  the  country  will  be  plundered.  Under  such  a  system, 
there  i  >  no  safety  for  the  public  funds.  • 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  only  evil  that  I  see  in  this  meas- 
ure. The  loss  of  the  public  moneys  will  be  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  moral  and  political  evils  that  must  flow  from 
it.  "  Lead  as  not  into  temptation,"  was  the  sublime  prayer 
of  our  Ood.  Oar  rulers,  disregarding  this  divine  lesson, 
seem  determtood  to  surround  their  public  officers  with  a 
consuming  fire  of  temptation,  from  which  there  is  to  be  no 
hope  of  escape.  Their  consciences  are  to  lie  seared,  and 
they  are  to  go  abroad  corrupted  and  corrupting  until  the 
whole  body  politic  becomes  one  oflensivo  mass  of  putridity, 
smelling  to  heaven  and  tainting  the  very  atmosphere  of 
freedom.  This  may  be  strong  language.  But  I  see  tho 
evil  strongly.    I  (eel  it  strongly. 

I  have  heard  of  the  danger  of  uniting  the  purse  and  the 
sword.  All  the  unions  of  this  kind,  heretofore  deprecated 
as  existing  in  this  country,  are  as  ropes  of  sand  or  bonds 
of  gossamer  compared  to  what  will  be  the  case  if  you  pass 
this  bill  •  You  will  not  only  unite  one  purse  nnd  one 
sword— no,  sir,  you  will  unite  one  htiudred  thousand  purses 
and  one  hundred  thousand  swords — all  ready  to  yield  up 
their  treasures  and  leap  from  their  scabbards  at  the  nod  or 
stamping  of  the  foot  of  one  man  ! 

A  sub-Treasury  hill,"  it  is  gently  termed  in  this 
House.  Before  the  country,  for  tire  purpose  of  deluding 
the  people  and  exciting  popular  feelings  in  il*  favor,  you 
name  il  a  "bill  to  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks."  But  what  is  it!  Tramptiug  tho  mere  name 
under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  as  it  is,  stripped  and 
naked  in  all  its  edious  deformity — 1  ask  what  is  il  ?  Why, 
sir,  it  is  a  bill  for  arresting  ihe  flow  of  our  prosperity — for 
subverting  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republic — a 
bill  for  laying  the  corner  slono  of  despotism.  How  do 
those  in  power  recommend  it  to  us  !  What  arguments  do 
they  urge  in  favor  of  its  adoption  ?  "  Oh,"  they  say,  "  it 
is  ho  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flourishes  in 
Prussia  and  Austria — it  has  grown  into  full  and  vigorous 
perfection  in  Russia.  It  prevails  in  Turkey  and  in  every 
tl*. ^po 1 1 sill  of"  the  new  and  old  world." 


my  mini  hiiuoucr1*,  imoou  curuie*  ai 
uje tut'itions.  In  every  country  under  heaven  where  sueh  a 
system  prevmts,  the  people  are  trampled  on  and  plundered 
of  their  rights;  ground  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  awful 
despotism  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  sold  like  cattle  with 
the  earth,  persecuted  by  power,  plundered  by  these  very 
sub-treasurers,  "chained  to  the  brutes  and  fettered  to  the 
soil."  And  yet,  sir,  this  administration  and  its  advocates 
urge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrannies,  as  almost  the 
only  argument  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  their  hateful 
scheme.  They  tell  us  that  their  plan  works  very  well  in 
those  countries.  But  they  do  not  tell  us  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the  people  could 
not  be  kept  in  slavery  !  Yes,  the  plan  does  work  well  in 
despotisms.  It  does  the  work  effectually.  It  works  ad- 
mirably well.  It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  which  it 
was  designed— that  of  plundering  nnd  enslaving  the  peo« 
pic,  whilst  it  deprives  ibem  of  the  power  of  resistance ! 

Where  am  I?  •  Is  it  possible  that  here,  in  this  mighty 
co pita!  of  the  only  free  republic  on  earth,  with  the  deeds 
of  our  gallant  fathers  still  green  in  our  memories,  with  hero 
and  there  one  of  their  lingering  associates  now  gazing  upon 
our  deliberations,  and  the  thunders  of  York  town  yet  ring- 
ing in  our  ears — is  it  possible,  I  say,  under  these  circuro- 
ftunces,  that  we  can  calmly  listen  to  a  proposition  to  aban- 
don the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  its  begin- 
ning lo  this  day,  despise  and  denounce  the  wisdom  of  its 
immortal  founder,  reject  a  course  which  hi 
exampled  prosperity  to  our  country,  and  the  i 
of  liberty  io  ourselves — and 'turn  back  and  iill'ccttonately 
embrace — hug  to  our  bosoms,  aa  jewels  above  all  price, 
the  barbarous  institutions  ot  the  dark  and  benighted  despot- 
isms of  thct)ld  word?  Are  we  to  turn  •  deaf  ear  to  the 
counsels  of  our  revolutionary  sages  and  receive  for  our 
guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  autocrats  and  tyrants  !  Sir, 
is  the  republican  seed,  scattered  far  and  wide  by  our  im- 
mortal sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  oar  own  hands — and  are 
we  lo  transplant  into  our  fertile  soil  the  sickly  shoots  of 
despotism,  and  nurse  and  water  and  cherish  them  into 
health  and  vigor  and  fructification  1  Heaven  forbid.  Let 
every  man  who  wishes  well  to  our  republican  institutions 
put  the  seal  of  his  reprobation  on  this  scheme. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  "sub-Treasury  system"  is  one 
of  the  great  means  used  by  the  autocrats  of  Europe  for  per- 
petuating their  tyrannies.  In  Ihe  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is 
an  engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  appoints  every  offi- 
cer. They  ate  all  absolutely  dependent  upon  him,  and 
are  appointed  to  do  his  bidding.  They  are  responsible  to 
him  alone.  They  are  scattered  all  over  the  empire, 
petty  district  has  its  officer  to  receive  and  hold  the  t 
of  ihe  Government.  They  have  immediate  communica- 
tion with  the  people.  Of  course,  as  the  interest  of  tho 
officer  binds  him  to  serve  his  sovereign,  and  as  there  is  no 
one  to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  receives  can 
be  used  in  influencing  the  people  (or  subjects  as  Ihey  are 
there  called)  in  any  way  desirable.  Thus  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  these  little  treasurers  are  using  the 
money  in  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to  produce  the  de- 
sired influence  on  the  people.  And  yet,  in  a  moment,  the 
whole  treasure  can  be  collected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at 
the  nod  of  the  motisreh.  This  is  ull  done  silently  and  se- 
cretly. The  evil  is  felt  snd  no  one  can  tell  whence  it  comes. 
Despotism  is  upon  them,  and  they  hsve  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  despotism,  ia 
tho  very  one  which  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes 
to  introduce  into  this  country.  It  will  make  the  power  of 
the  President  as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Eu- 
rope. You  will  have  a  hundred  thousand  officeholders 
appointed  by  the  President,  holding  their  office  at  his 
pleasure,  dependent  upon  his  will  for  the  very  bread  they 
eat,  and  commissioned  to  do  his  bidding^  Every  neighbor- 
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•«  »tib  treasurers,"  "to  harass  iho  people  and  eat  out 
their  substance."  Tbe  land  will  be  filled  with  spies  arid 
informers.  AU  the  public  money,  million*  on  millions, 
will  be  in  their  hands !  It  will  be  seaUared  about  among 
,  become  the  eourco  of  countless  demoralizing 


■peculations  upon  the  industry  and  property  of  the  people, 
and  must  inevitably  end  in  concentrating  all  power  in  tbe 


breast  of  the  Executive.  Adopt  thi*  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provisions  in  all  their  ramifications,  and  there  will  be  no 
sakation  for  this  republic ;  republioao  form*  may  exist,  but 
despotism  will  be  it*  very  life-blood,  its  pervading  spirit. 

This  scheme  will  not  only  increase  the  number  of  your 
officers  four-fold,  and  thus  quadruple  the  taxes  or  the  peo- 
ple, but  it  will  furnish  Government  Vith  an  irresistible 
means  of  controlling  the  popular  will.  These  officer*  must 
use  the  money  to  promote  the  view*  of  their  masters.  They 
are  Appointed  for  that  purpose.  He  who  would  dare  refuse 
to  do  their  bidding  would  uot  only  be  instantly  dismissed, 
but  hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  consideration ;  yes, 
be  denationalised  and  proscribed  by  the  hireling  back*  of 
party  power. 

Will  any  gentleman  dare  say  that  these  evils  are  all  im- 
aginary 1  What  lake*  place  in  one  country  will,  under  tbe 
same  circumstances,  take  place  in  another.  This  system 
is  tbe  one  by  which  despotism  perpetuates  itself  all  over  the 
world.  Why  can  it  not,  why  will  it  not,  be  used  for  the 
same  purpose  here  t  I*  it  for  tbe  want  of  a  disposition  in  our 
rule**  J  What  takes  place  among  us  now  1  Do  not  those 
in  power  attempt  to  force  the  minds  of  tbe  people  to  think 
with  them  3  Do  they  follow  the  popular  will,  or  do  they 
moke  the  popular  will  bend  to  their  decrees  ?  Sir,  my 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Skkobavt]  told  a  grave  truth 
the  other  day,  when  be  said  that  Government  carried  every 
thing  by  a  war.  It  singles  out  it*  object,  select*  its  plan, 
adopt*  its  measure*,  aud  then  opens  iu  campaign,  and, 
with  it*  counties*  officeholders,  vast  treasures,  and  im- 
mense power  and  patronage,  enters  the  field,  marshals  all 
the  "  faithful**  to  its  standard,  shoots  a*  deserters  all  who 
fly,  and  marches  onward  crushing  those  who  dare  oppose  ! 

There  was  a  time  in  the  days  of  Jefferson— in  the  good 
old  days  o<  real  democracy— when  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
merit  interfering  with  tbe  freedom  of  election*,  or  attempt- 
ing to  influence  the  popular  will,  was  instantly  dismissed 
from  office.  It  was  the  cardinal  maxim  of  the  administra- 
tion of  this  illustrious  mail  "that  an  officer  who  would  at- 
tempt to  use  bis  power  and  influence  to  control  public 
opinion  should  at  once  lose  bis  office."  This  was  the 
la-*  of  Jeffirsonian  democracy.  Now, 

of  the 


have  reversed  this  law.  Tbe  maxim  at  present  is,  "  that 
xhe  officer  of  tho  General  Government  who  doe*  not  use 
all  his  power  nnd  influence  to  control  the  people  shall  be 
forthwith  dismissed."  Hence,  sir,  we  find  that  it  is  the 
officeholders  all  over  the  Union  who  fight  the  political  bat- 
tles for  the  adminstration.  They  must  do  it;  they  are 
bound  to  do  it ;  and  they  do  do  it. 

In  the  election  which  resulted  in  sending  me  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  into  this  hall,  the  officeholders  of 
the  General  Government  of  my  own  and  the  neighboring 
districts  were  the  persons  who  bore  all  the  heat  and  labor 
of  the  campaign,  and  did  all  the  speech-making  against 
me.  Not  only  that,  sir ;  but  at  least  one  person  residing 
here,  in  the  city  of  Washin  gton,  in  this  grand  seat  of  Ex- 
ecutive power,  holding  a  lucrative  situation  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, hiving  hi*  sons  employed  here  in  Government 
departments,  left  his  family,  travelled  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  to  get  into  my  district,  and  there  mounted  tiie 
ae  an  opeu-mouthed  brawling  advocate  of 
r,  called  upon  the  people  to  reject  me,  and  come 
to  the  rapport  of  hi*  master  in  Washington.  Sir,  if  such 
scenes  are  familiar  to  us  now,  what  will  take  place  when 
you  make  four  time*  the  number  of  officer*,  and  place  mil- 


lions  and  una  of  millions  of  public  i 
My  heart  shudders  at  the  contemplation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  shown  that  this  system  is  the 
engine  of  tyranny  wherever  it  exists,  and  that  the  example 
of  other  nations,  urged  upon  us  by  its  advocates,  are  all 
derived  from  despotism. 

They  urge  another  argument  in  favor  of  this  measure, 
which  consorts  in  all  things  with  the  one  Just  mentioned. 
They  say  that  the  effect*  of  this  scheme  will  be  to  destroy 
tbe  whole  system  of  credit.  It  is  true  that  wherever  this 
<<  tub-Treasury  scheme"  exists  there  is  no  credit  except 
upon  the  most  narrow  and  limited  scale.  Nor  ia  thi*  sin- 
gular. Recollect  that  this  system  prevails  only  in  tyran- 
nies. Tbe  absence  of  credit  is  one  of  the  grand  character- 
istics of  despotism  all  over  the  world.  Every  body  must 
know,  or  can  know  if  be  will,  that  a  well-regulated  credit 
system  and  despotism  never  have  existed,  do  not,  and 
cannot  exist  together.  It  matters  not  what  the  form*  of  a 
Government  (nay  be ;  if  a  system  of  general  credit  prevails 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  the  heart  and  spirit  of  despot- 
ism must  be  crushed  and  broken. 

There  is  no  credit  system  in  Rossi*,  Pru>*ia,  Austria, 
Denmark,  8weden,  8pain,  Turkey,  nor  in  any  other  coun- 
try under  heaven,  where  the  people  are  in  chain*  and 
wretchedness,  misery  and  degradation.  Nor  ia  this  alL 
Tbe  converse  of  tbe  proposition  is  true.  There  is  no 
country  in  which  a  well-regulated  credit  system  prevails 
where  the  people  are  in  bondage.  It  ia  a  fact,  which  no 
man  having  any  respect  for  truth  can  deny,  that  ju*t  in 
proportion  as  a  sound  credit  prevails  in  any  country,  in  the 
sarno  proportion  are  the  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  happi- 
ness and  civil  and  political  liberty. 

The  reason  for  all  this  is  very  obvious.  What  is  credit! 
It  is  trust,  coufidenee,  belief  and  faith  in  the  honor  and  in- 
tegrity of  many  It  was  the  first  kind  of  money,  upon 
which  all  other  money  is  founded.  It  existed  before  pnj>cr 
or  letters  were  dreamed  of,  and  long  before  the  meioU,  i  itber 
precious  or  base,  were  extractid  from  the  gloomy  bowels  of 
the  earth. 

In  the  early  stages  of  society,  men  obtained  from  each 
other  the  product  of  their  labors  by  barter  or  exchange. 
The  artisan  would  exchange  hie  wares  for  the  gain  of  the 
hutdiandman.  If  he  wanted  bread  and  bad  nothing  at  the 
time  to  give  in  exchange,  the  farmer,  giving  credit  to  hi* 
integrity,  would  furnish  him  with  bread  stuff  on  his  pro- 
mise to  give  bim  his  wares  in  return  when  convenient. 
This  credit  was,  therefore,  the  only  money  then.  It  was 
nothing  but  confidence  of  one  man  in  another  !  In  order 
to  get  this  confidence  or  credit  it  was  necessary  that  a  man 
should  be  honest.  Thus  it  improved  the  morals  of  man- 
kind. Tbe  more  it  was  used  tbe  closer  did  it  unite  men 
in  society;  because  it  made  men,  in  a  degree,  dependent 
upon  one  another,  and  made  each  individual  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  whole.  Thus  it  encouraged  tbe  kindlier 
sympathies  and  humanixed  tbe  human  family.  When,  it 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  or  in  other  words,  when  tbe 
farmer  passed  the  promise  of  the  artisan  to  bi*  neighbor  for 
something  that  he  wanted  of  him,  it  became  circulating 
credit  or  confidence  ;  and  a*  that  became  widely  extended 
from  man  to  man,  it  associated  together  into  one  family 
and  in  one  interest  tho  most  distant  inhabitant*  of  a 
whole  empire 

Thus,  sir,  it  become*  the  bond  of  society.  It  introduces 
man  to  his  fellow,  and  gives  mutusl  confidence.  It  pro- 
motes travel,  improves  the  country,  facilitates  civilization, 
develops  industry,  quickens  the  mental  faculties,  expands 
mural  and  charitable  feelings,  unites  men  together  by  tbe 
gentlest,  but  strongest  of  all  ties,  and  teaches  them  then- 
power.  Thi*  is  the  reason  why  credit  and  despotism  sre 
never  found  together.  It  makes  men  too  strong  for 
tyrants!  Were  it  possible  to  diffuse,  at  once,  throughout 
all  Russia  the  credit  that  prevails  in  this  country,  the  iron 
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would  be  burst  asunder  as  by 

magic,  and  tbe  Russian  serf,  springing  at  once  into  the 
full  dignity  of  freedom,  would  stand  erect  and  unahaokled  ! 

It  ia  tbe  policy  of  tyrant*  to  lurp  their  subject*  apart. 
They  are  for  weakening  the  tics  that  bind  them  together. 
They  are  for  disconnecting  every  roan  from  bis  neighbor — 
forcing  him  lo  atand  isolated  and  alone;  sowing  tbe  seeds 
of  jealuusy,  distrust,  and  individual  disunion,  destroying 
all  combination*,  and  making  every  one  depend  alone  upon 
the  sovereign  power. 

This  state  of  thing*  cannot  exist  with  a  credit  system. 
Credit  gives  men  one  interest,  makes  them  de|>eud  upon 
one  another,  and  combines  them  into  one  irresistible  whole. 

Tbey 


Therefore  it  ia  that  despots  are  at  war  with  credit, 
most  keep  men  npart  in  savage,  barbarous,  desolate 
tion.    The  moment  a  common  intercut,  given  by  ■ 


intercut,  given  by 
molt  understanding  and  mutual  confidence,  combines  them 
together,  they  become  irresistible  in  power;  and  despotism 
flies  before  them.  This,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  liberty  and 
credit  are  found  side  by  aide  together  wherever  either  of 
them  have  an  existence.    They  are  never  found  apart. 

Look  at  all  the  dod -credit  countries  of  Europe.  Tbey 
arc  all  despotisms,  every  one  ot  them  (  And  what  are 
they  doing  for  man,  for  civilization,  for  tbe  spread  of  free 
principles!  Why  nothing,  absolutely  nothing!  There 
thoy  are  in  chains  and  wretchedness,  without  lilvorty,  with- 
out domestic  comfort,  enveloped  in  ignorance  and  barbar- 
ism, without  even  tbe  hope  of  rational  freedom  to  cheer 


Now  turn  your  eyes  to  old  England — the  credit  country 
of  the  world,  our  "father  land,"— tbe  land  from  which 
most  of  us  derived  our  blood  and  our  name.  Look  at  bar 
manufacturer,  her  art*,  her  literature,  learning,  science, 
and  her  civilixatioi),  that  carries  a  portion  of  comfort  and 
liberty  into  every  cottage  throughout  her  island  domain  ; 
with  her  Meets  on  every  ocean,  her  commerce  embracing  the 
whole  world,  diffusing  her  language,  institutions,  and  free 
principles  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  earth ;  overrun- 
ning India,  filling  up  New  Holland,  peopling  all  the  South 
sea  islands,  and  everywhere  planting  the  stondird  of  civil- 
ization, Christianity,  and  civil  and  political  liberty ! 
Whilst  other  European  nation*  are  stationary,  England,  by 
her  moral  power,  derived,  in  a  great  degree,  from  her  credit 
system,  is  producing  a  moral  and  political  revolution 
throughout  the  globe. 

Sir,  fot  ue  reeroes  tbe  Atlantic  and  turn  our  attention  to 
America,  and  see  what  the  people  are  doing  there.  Look  to 
Mexico  and  the  8outli  American  Governments.  That  part 
oHoo  country  was  first  discovered  and  first  peopled.  ^Thc 

precious  metats;  bard  money  is  no  scarcity  there.  But 
tbey  have  no  credit  system,  and  therefore  no  confidence  in 
one  another.  They  have  no  liberty,  not  even  proper  no- 
tions of  liberty.  Tbey  hare  no  commerce,  no  agriculture 
deserving  of  the  name,  no  navy,  no  manufactures,  no  art*, 
no  internal  improvements,  no  literature,  no  science;  but 
with  an  abundance  of  gold,  tbey  arc  benighted,  ignorant, 
miserable,  wretched,  enslaved,  and  oppressed,  but  one  de- 
gree removed  from  the  brutes  around  them  !  Their  whole 
history  ia  but  one  unmitigated  nnrrativo  nf  savage  di*cord, 
murder,  rapine,  and  bloodshed ;  mad  infuriate  revolution, 
and  sanguinary  insurrection  1  These  are  the  people,  and 
these  are  the  institutions  that  arc  held  up  to  us  for  our 
example ! 

Alter  this  view  of  Urn  degradation,  wretchedness,  and 
slavery  of  the  southern  part  of  America,  with  what  feelings 
of  pride  and  patriotic  exultation  can  we  return  to  our  own 
proud  and  happy  United  States.  I  will  nnt  pretend  to 
speak  of  her  gtorv,  prosperity,  and  advancement,  nor  por 
tray  the  virtue,  intelligence,  genius,  skUl^ind^  hardy  and 
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doing,  more  for  her  own  people,  more  for  the  cause  of 
human  rights,  more  for  civilisation,  more  for  the  elevation 
of  morals  and  of  mind,  end  more  for  the  whole  human 
family,  than  any  other  nation  that  has,  or  ever  had  ex- 
istence. 

Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  every  patriot  in  this  House — I  care 
not  by  what  party  name  he  may  be  called — I  solemnly  appeal 
to  every  man  in  the  country ;  I  ask  you  all,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  abandon  the  means  which  have  placed  yourselves 
and  your  country  on  such  high  grounds,  and  adopt  in  their 
stead  the  miserable,  unnatural,  and  wretched  policy  of  the 
foul,  rank,  brutal  despotisms  of  the  earth  ?  Will  you  follow 
in  the  paths  which  your  fathers  have  made  holy,  and  which 
have  led  to  glory,  peace,  liberty,  prosperity,  and  unbounded 
comfort — or  will  you  obliterate  every  trace  that  they  left 
behind  them,  shut  your  eyes  against  the  brightness  of  tbe 
past,  destroy  every  germ  of  hope  a*  to  the  future,  and  follow 
that  rugged  and  that  crooked  way  which  has  always  termi- 
nated in  tyranny,  degradation,  wretchedness,  and  wo  i  Aa 
for  myself,  my  mind  is  made  up ;  I  am  for  abiding  by  what 
haa  been  tried.    I  must  vote  against  this  bill. 

One  word  more  as  to  credit,  and  I  am  done.  I  know, 
sir,  the  evil*  of  credit.  I  know  bow  it  msy  be,  how  it  is 
abused.  I  have  ever  been  a  bold  and  open  opponent  of  its 
abuses.  I  have,  for  years,  taken  an  active  stand  against 
the  inordinate  increase  of  banks.  I  have  spoken  against  it. 
I  have  written  against  it.  I  have  petitioned  and  remonstra- 
ted against  it.  I  have  done  all  that  a  reasonable  man  coo  Id 
do  to  limit  their  number,  and  check  their  abuses.  Yes,  and 
I  have  seen  tbe  very  men  who  now  so  bitterly  oppose  all 
credit,  within  six  years,  double  the  number  of  those  banks, 
and  more  than  double  the  hanking  capital  of  the  country  ! 

Credit  has  been  abused.  But  it  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  destroyed.  The  ebuse  of  any  thing,  ia  no  argument 
against  it.  The  best  of  institutions  are  always  those  that 
are  abused  most.  In  the  name  of  our  holy  religion  tbe 
earth  has  been  deluged  with  blood,  and  counties*  millions 
have  been  consumed  in  tbe  flame*  of  martyrdom.  But  this 
is  no  argument  against  either  the  truth,  necessity,  or  valuu 
of  our  religion.  Let  us,  therefore,  labor  to  purge  our  credit 
system  of  its  abuses.  To  destroy  it,  would  bo  to  break 
down  all 
once  more  the  i 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  beg  gentlemen  to  pause— pause 
before  they  pass  this  bill.  It  is  now  nearly  six  weeks  since 
the  commencement  of  this  se**ion  ;  during  which  lime,  we 
have  lieen  in  this  ball  night  and  day.  We  como  at  early 
morning,  the  day  passes  away,  ami  the  darkness  of  mid- 
night still  finds  us  here.  We  have  had  no  lime  for  t 
for  thought,  reflection,  research,  or  calm  i 
examination.  Wearied  and  jaded  and  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
the  President  and  his  partisans  have  been  hurrying  and 
lashing  us  into  their  measure*.  VV'e  have  been  forced 
to  sit  here  night  and  day  on  purpose  to  prevent  discussion, 
and  to  compel  us,  right  or  wrong,  to  sanction  the  plans  of 
tbe  Executive.  We  have  been  openly  called  upon  by  the 
leader  of  the  administration  party  in  the  House  [Mr.  Cak- 
miELKMo]  not  to  deliberate, "discus*,  and  honestly  make  up 
our  minds— No,  sir,  no ;  but  lo  "  toe  the  mark !"  We  have 
invoked  gentlemen  to  rush  to  the  rescue  of  liberty  suffering, 
of  our  country  bleeding,  and  our  people  overwhelmed  with 
distress!  Our  appeals  have  been  met  with  but  one  answer — 
"  toe  the  mark !"  "  toe  the  mark  !" 

But  a  few  days  since  I  picked  up  from  tbe  floor  of  this 
Hou«e,  a  petition  of  nearly  one  thousand  inhabitants  of 
Mobile,  setting  forth  in  eloquent  language  the  accumulated 
evil*  and  distresses  which  had  borne  them  down  to  the 
earth,  and  praying  bb  a  remedy  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional specie  paying  institution  by  Congress.  There  was 
the  petition  on  the  floor- 
1^1  u r red  onJ  I'lt^t-tt^l  ftud 
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from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Btktjm,]  was  addressing  the 
House  anJ  characterizing  such  pctitioncrsas  panic-maker*, 
ami  rag- baronet  Great  H  eaten!  I  exclaimed 
Lan  such  things  be  t  The  petition,  of  freemen 
and  tho  petitioners  themselves  tie- 


trampled  under  foot, 
nouneed  by  their  own  representatives  !  I  sprung  to  my 
feet  at  the  first  opportunity ;  but  before  my  mouth  w«» 
opened,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  CosHMAtr,]  whose  head  U  aaid  to  "  blossom  and 
bloom  with  thc'previoua  question,"  availed  himself  of  hie 
privilege.  The  previous  question  was  moved — and  there 
could  be  no  reply. 

Such,  air,  ia  the  mode  in  which  measure*  have  been 
forced  through  the  House  during  thia  session.  It  ia  now 
time  to  pause.  I  solemnly  believe  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  and  the  "sub-Treasury  system"  cannot  long 
•list  together.  It  will  check  the  tide  of  our  advancement. 
It  will  endanger  our  liberties.  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to 
pause  ere  the  Rubicon  he  passed. 

Before  Mr.  Navlos  had  concluded  his  remarks,  as  giv- 
en entire  above,  the  House  took  its  usual  recess  till  four 


their  own  political  aggrandizement.  Sir,  I  intend  no  dis- 
respect to  the  membera  of  this  body,  nor  to  the  people  who 
send  them  here.  I  but  speak  of  a  custom  which  I  conceive 


EvESlSO 

The  House  sgain 


Srssiow. 

the 


of  the  i 


Mr.  ELY  MOO  HE  rose  and 


Mr.  Chairman,  it  ia  with  a  degree  of  reluctance  that  I 
solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  at  thia  late  period  of 
the  session.  It  ia  well  known  that,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  thia  Houae,  I  have  troubled  it  but  sel- 
dom with  remarks  of  my  own.  Indeed,  I  have  long  con- 
aidered  it  neither  proper  nor  respectful  in  any  member  of 
any  legislative  body  to  engross  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  pub- 
lic buaineaa  in  speech  -making,  unless  the  speaker  have  it  in 
hia  power  to  impart  aomo  important  information,  or  shed 
new  light  on  the  subject  of.  debate.  And  here,  air,  I  feel 
hound  to  confess  that,  were  I  now  to  bo  governed  strictly 
by  this  rule,  I  would  have  refrained  from  participating  in 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  ssy  that,  such  ia  the  poor  and 
unprofitable  fashion  of  the  times,  unleaa  the  people'a  repre- 
sentatives occasionally  make  long  and  lusty  speeches,  they 
are  but  too  liable  to  incur  the  people'a  displeasure.  And  for 
this  reason  they  often  deem  it  expedient  to  make  elaborate 
speeches  on  some  given  subject,  that  ah  all,  when  printed, 
occupy  ao  many  columns  of  a  newspaper,  or  so  many  pages 
of  a  pamphlet.  In  order  to  comply  with  thia  requiajtion, 
the  member  ia  often  compelled,  especially  when  the  subject 
does  not  happen  t<>  Ik>  a  very  fruitful  one,  or  the  speaker  does 
not  chance  to  possess  that  kind  of  creative  power  w  hich  can 
produce  something  out  of  not  hing,  so  to  draw  oUtand  dilate 
his  ideas,  that  the  reader,  abonld  he  judge  from  their  texture 
una  gossamer  properties,  wouia  Ik*  iintue  to  conclude,  mat, 
like  the  spider's  web,  they  had  been  spun  rather  from  the 
bowels  than  the  brain.  The  cause  of  thia  evil,  air,  lies,  in  a 
great  men  ure,  with  the  people  themselves.  The  represent- 
ative, unless  he  inflicts  some  hull"  dozen  fpecches  upon  the 
body  to  which  he  may  belong,  in  the  course  of  a  session — 
whether  colled  for  or  not,  whether  to  the  purpose  or  not— 

will  not  receive  at  their  hands  the  gratifying  welcome  of 
"  woll  done,  good  and  faithful  aervsnt."  The  political  as- 
pirant, therefore,  must  either  make  up  bis  mind  to  awim 
with  the  current  of  publie  opinion,  and  apeak  often,  or  to 
remain  silent,  and  sink  beoealh  its  waves.  And  ae  legis- 
lators, like  other  men,  are  more  or  lesa  moved  by  eel  Move, 
pride,  and  ambition— passions  upon  which  hang  the  fever 
of  tho  world,  and  which  atimulate  men  to  action — they  are 
but  too  liable  to  consult  their  own  rather  than  their  coun- 
try's interest,  and  to  embarrass  the  business  of  the  nation, 
by  making  speeches  designed  for  home 


compli- 
inU-lti- 


to  be  juatly  obnoxious  to  censure.  I  speak  of  men  as  I 
find  them,  and  as  they  are.  I  am  aware,  air,  of  the  irrel- 
evancy of  these  remarks,  and  will  not  further  occupy  the 
time  of  the  committee  by  pursuing  them. 

Previously  to  approaching  the  subject  properly  before  the 
committee,  I  will  briefly  notice  certain  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Natior,]  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat.  He  has  paid  high  i 
menu  to  the  working  men  of  the  " 
gence  and  to  their  integrity.  To  tlx 
most  cordially  responded.  He  represented  himself  to  1*  a 
working  man ;  he  professed  great  regard  for  the  interests  of 
working  men;  he  declaimed  moat  energetically  in  their  be- 
half; but  he  uniformly  votes  against  every  measure  which 
they  advocate.  During  the  present  session  be  bee  voted 
for  tho  United  8tates  Bank  ;  be  has  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  vote  against  the  bill  on  your  tsble.  But  I 
thatjhe  working  men  are  opposed  to  the  United 
Bank ;  that  they  ere  in  favor  of  the  divorce  bill,  so  called  ; 
and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
hundred  working  men  are  favorable  to  thia  bill.  Sir,  the 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  laboring  clashes  enables 
me  to  judge  of  their  views  on  this  subject.  I  am  in  daily 
correspondence  with  working  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
Union ;  and  I  know  that  a  unanimity  of  opinion  and  of  senti- 
ment in  its  favor  prevails  among  them,  ttir,  J  cannot  con- 
ceive how  the  honorable  gentleman  enn  reconcile  his  pro- 
fession!! with  his  practice.  If  be  know  s  the  feelings  and 
the  opinion*  of  the  working  men,  as  he  ought  to  know  them ; 
and  if  he  estimates  their  intelligence  amLtheir  integrity  aa 
he  professes  to  estimate  them ;  why  then  does  he  fin  counter 
to  their  views  and  to  their  will  ?  Sir,  the  laboring  classes 
have  had  too  many  such  advocates!  They  have  been  loo 
often  flattered  end  betrayed  by  politician*  !  Too  often  de- 
ceived by  those  who  caressed  end  beprmsed  them  !  But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  not  cot 
eulogizing  the  tailoring  men  of  the  North,  has  made  a  1 
issue  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PtCK- 
■sia.l  by  misreprssenting  bis  views.  Sir,  what  was  the 
position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  !  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  tho  incorporated  monopolies  of 
the  North  were  inimical  to  the  interests  and  tbe  liberties  of 
the  laboring  classes;  were  calculated  to  abridge  their  i 
ral  and  political  freedom,  and  to  subject  tbem  to  a  i 
ed  aristocracy  ;  and,  for  the  oppression  of  these  sentiments, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  thought  proper  to 
rtbukc  him.  But  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  laboring  classes  of  the  North  are  apprehen- 
sive of  the  very  evils  ao  ably  depicted  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.  Look  at  their  organa ;  < 
papers ;  and  you  will  find 
the  grants  of  chartered  monopolies — are  regarded  by  them 
as  hostile  to  their  interests  and  dangerous  to  their  liberties. 
And  did  not  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  previous  to 
hia  election,  and  during  the  canvass,  did  not  be  intimate 
his  opposition  to  these  very  moneyed  monopolies,  now  dig- 
nified by  him  under  the  title  ofi  institutions  T  And  how 
has  he  answered  the  expectations  which  he  created  by  bis 
professions!  By  voting  for  a  United  Suites  Bank  I  By 
opposing  the  bill  which  proposes  to  disconnect  batik  and 
State  f  In  a  word,  by  warring  with  all  the  principles  and 
opposing  rill  the  wiebea  of  the  laboring  classes  I  "If  such 
be  thy  gods,  O  !  Israel  !  wo  !  wo  !  to  those  who  bow  be- 
fore them  V 

I  now,  sir,  feel  constrained  to  notice,  briefly,  some  re- 
marks which  were  made  yesterday  by  my  honorable  and 
much  res|>ectcd  colleague,  [Mr.  Huffman,]  while  addressing 
this  committee  on  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  under- 
aiood  him  to  aay,  air,  that  the  present  Chief  Magistral*  ia, 
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in  •  great  degree,  indebted  to  the  influence  of  the  banki  for 
hi*  political  elevation.  Sir,  I  deny  the  correctness  of  this 
assertion.  I  am  satisfied  that  Martin  Van  Uuren  owes  his 
elevation  to  his  own  merit*,  and  to  the  unbought  sutTrages 
of  a  majority  of  the  American  people.  But,  sir,  if  my  col- 
league represents  this  matter  truly,  and  the  election  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  the  Presidency  waa  achieved  through  bank 
officers  or  bank  influence,  what  sn  important  lesson  doe* 
it  leach  u*  ?  And  how  forcibly  doea  it  illustrate  the  dangers 
of  the  banking  system  ?  If  banks  band  together  in  one 
political  contest,  they  may  in  another.  If  they  unite  their 
energies  in  behalf  of  one  individual,  they  also  may  unite 
in  behalf  of  another,  without  any  regard  to  hi*  merits,  his 
virtue*,  or  hi*  qualifications,  provided  he  will  lend  himself 
to  their  interest*.  This  is  a  fruitful  theme,  but  I  will  not 
puraue  it  at  present.  I  now  turn  to  the  subject  of  political 
changes,  on  which  my  colleague  haa  said  so  much.  If  I 
mistake  not,  be  took  occasion  to  rebuke  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*  for  certain  alleged  po- 
litical somerset*,  which  he  is  aaid  to  have  made  some  few 
year*  since.  My  friend  over  the  way  [Mr.  Cam  brelkicg] 
is  fully  competent  to  defend  himself  from  the  charge,  and 
1  shall,  therefore,  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  in  hi*  hand*. 
On  the  general  topic  of  political  changes,  my  colleague 
[Mr.  HorrxA*]  has  all  the  advantage*  over  me  which 
practice  and  experience  can  give.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
manifestly  imprudent  for  me  to  enter  the  lists  with  so  old 
and  so  experienced  a  tactician  in  this  branch  of  political 
science.  Did  I  desire  instruction  on  this  subject,  my  col- 
league would  be  the  very  first  man  to  whom  I  would  apply. 
He  should  be  my  preceptor  above  all  others ;  for  I  am  satis- 
fied that  none  can  be  better  qualified  than  himself,  to  des- 
cant on  the  facility  with  which  political  changea  can  tie 
mad^  none  have  the  power  to  speak  more  feelingly  and 
understsndingly  on  the  subject.  It  wss  but  a  short  time 
since,  sir,  when  my  colleague  and  myself  stood  foremost 
in  tho  ranks  of  the  democracy  ;  when  the  old  wigwam  re- 
sounded with  our  respective  voices  ;  when  we  advocated  the 
same  measures  and  the  same  men  ;  when  we  sang  the  same 
political  hosannahs,  and  worshipped  at  the  same  political 
alUr.  But,  sir,  that  time  has  passed;  and  my  colleague, 
instead  of  joining  with  me  in  the  old  rallying  cry,  chooses 
to  lilt  up  his  musical  voice  in  a  political  palinode ;  and  we 
now  find  ourselves  planted  foot  to  foot  as  political  oppo- 
nents, instead  of  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  a*  political 
associates,  as  we  were  wont  to  stand.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  my  colleague  discoursed  right  eloquently  on  the 
calamities  of  the  lime*  snd  on  the  sufferings  of  the  people. 
But  on  this  topic  he  i*  not  singular  nor  alone.  All  his 
whig  brethren  have  strenuously  emulated  each  other  in 
their  extraordinary  professions  of  peculiar  love  for  the  pa- 
tient people.  When  I  reflect  on  the  wonderful  solicitude 
manifested  by  the  members  of  the  opposition  fcr  the  wel- 
fare of  the  nation,  I  cannot  withhold  an  expression  of  ad- 
miration at  the  patriotic  and  benevolrnt  spirit  which  per- 
vades and  warms  and  expanda  their  benevolent  bosoms. 

We  have  heard  gentlemen  from  ihe  East  and  the  Weat, 
from  the  North  and  the  8outh,  mingling  their  note*  of 
lamentation*  over  the  suffering*  of  the  unfortunate  wher- 
ever found.  Every  fibre  of  their  heads  and  hearts,  every 
feeling  of  their  souls  snd  bodies  appears  to  be  attuned  to 
benevolence,  and  to  vibrate  with  deepest  sympathy  at  the 
calamities  which  they  assure  us  have  befallen  our  common 
country.  Sir,  these  are  honorable  feelings,  and  highly 
creditable  to  human  nature.  Patriotism  so  exalted,  phi- 
lanthropy so  generous  sympathy  so  sincere,  benevolence 
so  pure,  holy,  nnd  disinterested,  cannot  fail  to  challenge 
our  wannest  admiration.  When  we  hear  men  sincerely 
deplore  the  misfortunes  of  their  fellows  we  cannot  but 
admire,  honor,  and  respect  them.  But  how  are  these  feel- 
ings of  respect  and  admiration  strengthened  and  augment- 
ed when  we  behold  them  exerting  their  utmost  energies  in 


behalf  of  the  unfortunate;  when  we  sec  them  promptly 
and  eagerly  rushing  to  the  reacue  ' 

And,  sir,  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  intimate  to  my 
political  opponents,  that  in  order  firmly  to  establish  their 
chsraclers  for  superior  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  it  will 
lie  necessary  for  them  to  act  as  well  a*  Is  feel.  If  you 
know  the  remedy,  gentlemen,  and  apply  it  not,  tho  sin- 
cerity of  your  professions  may  be  doubted.  The  unchari- 
table may  surmise  that  parly  is  your  object,  and  public 
good  the  scape  goat.  Sir,  what  would  we  think  of  the 
patriotism  of  the  man  who  was  able,  but  unwilling,  In 
succor  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  extremity  ?  Or  w  hat 
would  we  say  of  the  benevolence  of  a  physician  who  re- 
fused to  administer  to  his  sick  and  dying  patient  the  reme- 
dies which  he  knew  would  restore  him  to  life,  health,  and 
vigor?  And  are  not  gentlemen  aware  that,  after  having 
ao  constantly,  so  earnestly,  and  so  eloquently,  bewailed  the 
fallen  fortunes  of  their  country,  they  will  naturally  be  look- 
ed to  by  that  country  with  anxious,  shuddering  solicitude 
for  the  remedies  competent  to  heal  the  deep  disease,  which 
we  are  told  is  preying  upon  its  vitals  T  Are  they  not 
nwarc  that  their  benevolence  will  lie  questioned,  and  their 
sincerity  doubted,  even  by  the  confiding  and  the  faithful  ' 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration have  the  power,  and  th.it  the  responsibility 
rests  with  them  !  Sir,  «  hat  are  we  to  understand  by  this  ' 
Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that  the  administration  parly 
in  this  House  have  the  powor  to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
this  country,  but  that  they  have  not  the  will  to  exercise  it  ? 
Is  it  meant  to  bo  affirmed  tint  the  dominant  party  are  so 
utterly  destitute  of  feeling  and  of  patriotism  a*  willingly  and 
intentionally  to  withhold  the  aid  which  they  might  right- 
fully and  constitutionally  extend  to  the  people  ?  I*  it  their 
intention  to  represent  us  to  the  American  people  in  so 
odious  and  offensive  a  light  ?  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  long  claimed  all  the  wis- 
dom, and  all  the  worth,  and  all  the  decency  ;  but  I  did 
not  suppose,  until  now,  that  they  also  claimed  all  lite  pat- 
riotism, and  all  the  benevolence,  and  all  the  sympathy. 

For  one,  sir,  I  protest  against  such  unwarrantable  and 
unfounded  pretensions.  I  am  clearly  against  this  addition- 
al monopoly.  If  the  gentlemen  really  possess  all  the  charity 
and  benevolence  which  they  claim,  1  trust  that  tbey  will 
not  be  inexorable  towards  us ;  that  tbey  will  not  thrust 
us  beyond  the  |ialc  of  humanity ;  that  tbey  will  not 
strip  us  of  ull  the  common  attributes  of  civilized  men, 
nor  paint  us  as  savages  or  brutes,  by  representing  us  to  be 
deal  or  indifferent  to  the  voice  of  distress.  Why  should 
we  be  thus  treated  a*  guilty  of  the  grossest  injustice — of 
the  most  flagrant  inhumanity  T  If  the  gentlemen  of  the 
opposition  do  not  consider  adequate  the  mesne  of  relief 
proposed  by  the  Executive,  let  them  suggest  such  as  will 
be  elfective,  and,  my  life  on  it,  if  these  mean*  shall  be  just, 
proper,  and  constitutional,  the  friends  of  the  administration 
will  cheerfully  yield  them  their  most  coidial  and  hearty 
support.  We  confess  that  we  know  no  other  remedies  for 
the  ills  complained  of  than  those  we  have  already  suggest- 
ed. And  if  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  it  in  their 
power,  as  they  would  have  us  and  the  country  believe,  of 
pro|Hii>ing  an  efficacious  and  constitutional  remedy,  for 
heaven's  sake  let  them  tell  us  whst  it  is !  If  there  be  a 
balm  in  CI  i  lead — if  there  be  a  physician  there — let  him  ad- 
minister the  balm  to  our  afflicted  country.  Do  not,  I  be- 
seech you,  gentlemen,  do  not  any  longer  keep  secret  your 
political  calholicon,  like  quack  physicians ;  but,  like  good 
and  true  patriots,  make  it  publicly  known,  that  it  may  be 
employed  for  the  healing  of  the  nation. 

My  colleague  has  pronounced  the  sub-Treasury  system 
unconstitutional,  but  did  not  attempt  to  prove  it  so.  Now, 
sir,  by  way  of  a  set-off,  I  pronounce  unconstitutional  the 
substitute  of  my  colleague — a  national  bank  ;  and  so  I  shsll 
endeavor  to  prove  it  by  calm  and  dispassionate  argument. 
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A  national  hank  being  the  principal  antagonist  measure  to 
•he  bill  under  discussion,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  prin- 
cipally to  that  subject ;  an  J,  as  this  is  the  only  point  that 
has  nut  been  fully  and  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  progress 
of  this  debate,  there  will  be  the  greater  propriety  in  this 
course.  I  shall,  therefore,  attempt  to  argue  at  length  tikis 
part  of  the  subject. 

I  can  fiud  no  authority  in  the  constitution  for  granting 
charters  of  incorporation,  of  whatever  name,  kind,  or  dc- 
scription ;  and  no  honorable  gentleman,  I  presume,  will 
hazard  the  declaration  that  such  power  is  directly  given  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  The  most  hardy  and  reck- 
less advocates  of  a  national  bank  have  never  ventured  to 
affirm  that  such  power  was  specific  and  direct ;  that  the 
warrant  was  express.  They  all  resort  to  the  doctrine  of 
implication  and  construction.  8ir,  let  us  examine  this 
doctrine;  let  us  take  up  tho  constitution  in  a  spirit  of  hon- 
esty and  soberness,  and  sec  what  clause  of  that  instrument, 
if  any,  vests  in  Congress  even  an  implied  power  to  incor- 
porate a  national  bank. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  of  tho  vaslness  of  the  subject  which  J 
to  examine.    I  am  aware  that  the  constitutionality 


of  a  national  bank  has  been  repeatedly  discussed  by  the 
most  eminent  jurists  and  statesmen  of  the  nation.  And  I 
am  also  aware  that  an  attempt,  on  my  part,  to  grapple  with 
a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
will  be  attributed  by  many  to  a  want  of  discretion,  if  not 
to  a  culpable  vanity.  Be  it  so.  I  conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty — I  know  it  to  be  my  right — to  express  my  views  fully 
on  this  subject ;  and,  although  I  may  be  unable  to  shed  any 
additional  light  on  this  long  agitated  and  vexatious  ques- 
tion, yet  I  will,  nevertheless,  slate  the  argument*  and  con- 
siderations which  exert  a  controlling  influence  on  my  judg- 
ment. Permit  me,  then,  sir,  to  call,  for  a  moment,  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  peculiar  character  of  our 
Government.  It  is  conceded  by  all  parties,  I  believe,  to 
be  a  Government  of  limited  and  specified  powers ;  which 
powers  are  expressly  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  To 
the  constitution,  then,  and  to  the  constitution  alone,  must 
Congress  look  for  all  and  every  power  they  would  exercise. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  ineorjMj- 
ration  bo  exprcsdy  granted  by  the  constitution,  the  exer- 
cise of  such  power,  on  tho  part  of  Congress,  would  be  a 
violation  of  that  instrument.  But,  say  gentlemen,  although 
we  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  the  power  to  incorporate  is 
given  in  direct  terms  to  Congress  by  the  constitution,  we 
contend,  nevertheless,  that  such  power  is  derived  by  fair 
and  legitimate  construction.  But,  when  the  advocates  of 
this  doctrine  have  been  called  upon  to  designate  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  which  confers  on  Congress  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  they  have  been  sadly  puzzled  to 
comply  with  the  requisition,  but  have  wandered  and  wan- 
dered from  article  to  article,  and  from  clause  to  clause, 
seeking  in  vain  for  authority.  When  driven  from  one  po- 
sition they  flee  to  another;  ever  vacillating  ;  never  fixed  in 
their  views ;  never  satisfied  with  their  own,  nor  with  each 
others'  arguments.  No  unity  of  opinion  prevails  among 
them  as  to  the  particular  clause  in  the  constitution,  where 
this  doctrine  of  construction  and  implication,  authorizing 
nets  of  incorporation,  is  to  be  found ;  buj,  like  certoin  de- 
luded ones  of  old,  one  cries,  lo !  it  is  here ;  and  another, 
lo !  it  is  there ;  when,  as  was  the  case  with  the  oxses  of 
Kish,  it  happens  to  be  "  nowhere."  Dot,  sir,  let  us  ex- 
amine those  parts  of  the  constitution  where  this  power  is 
said  to  reside.  Some  have  attempted  to  locate  it  in  the 
first  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  constitution,  which 
gives  Congress  the  power  "  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
Imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Slates." 
The  power  to  "lay  and  collect  taxes"  and  to  "pay  the 
debts  of  the  United  States in  other  words,  the  power  to 
raise  and  appropriate  money,  and  the  power  to  grant  char- 


ters of  incorporation,  I  believe  never  have  been,  and  T  pre- 
sume never  will  be,  regarded  as  synonymous  even  by  the 
most  desperate  "  constructionists.  Those,  therefore,  who 
pretend  to  find  authority  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation 
in  the  article  under  consideration,  most  look  for  it  in  tho 
words  "common  defence  and  general  welfare."  And  it 
is  from  these  words  thai  some  pretend  to  derive  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  national  bank.  Can  those  who  have  con- 
tended for  this  construction  have  considered  well  of  tbe 
consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow  from  an  exer- 
cise of  such  implied  powers  T  Have  they  reflected  that, 
by  giving  to  these  words  the  construction  they  contend  for, 
they  render  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  constitution  nu- 
gatory ;  that  they  virtually  annul  the  powers  reserved  to 
the  State  Governments;  break  down  all  the  constitutional 
guards  designed  lo  protect  the  rights  of  the  8tates  and  of 
the  people,  and  make  the  constitution  itself,  in  the  hands 
of  Congress,  what  rlay  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  pot- 
ter! And,  lastly,  have  they  considered  that  this  doctrine 
is  flatly  contradicted  by  the  tenth  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution, which  expressly  declares  that  "  the  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  lo  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Slates  res- 
pectively, or  to  the  people  V  General  Hamilton,  latitudi- 
narian  as  he  was  on  the  subject  of  construction,  had  too 
much  regord  for  his  reputation  to  give  to  the  words  "to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  a 
construction  thst  would  confer  on  Congress  powers  not 
enumerated  in  the  constitution.  By  reference  to  his  repot t 
on  manufactures,  it  will  be  found  that  he  confines,  in  every 
instance,  the  application  of  these  words  to  the  power  given 
hy  the  first  sentence  of  the  clause;  and,  in  this  particular, 
Mr.  Jefferson  agrees  with  him.  The  latter,  in  edWting 
to  this  subject,  calls  it  "a  grammatical  quibble,  which  has 
countenanced  the  General  Government  in  a  claim  of  uni- 
versal power.  For,"  continues  be,  "in  the  phrase  to  lay 
taxes,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, it  is  a  mere  question  of  syntax,  whether  the  two  last 
infinitives  are  governed  by  the  first,  or  arc  distinct  and  co- 
ordinate powers;  s  question  unequivocally  decided  by  the 
exact  definition  of  powers  immediately  following."  Sir,  I 
conceive  that  the  clause  of  the  constitution  under  consider- 
ation admits  of  but  two  constructions — the  one  limiting 
the  powers  of  Congress,  as  contended  by  General  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr.  Jefferson ;  the  other  conferring  on  Congress 
powers  incompatible  with  the  spirit,  and  utterly  subversive 
of  all  the  express  powers  of  the  constitution — powers  inde- 
pendent of,  and  paramount  to,  the  constitution  itself — pow- 
ers indefinite,  boundless,  omnipotent.  If  the  latter  con- 
struction be  admitted,  tbe  will  of  Congress,  and  not  tbe 
constitution,  is  the  law  of  the  land.  Or  if,  peradventure. 
Congress  should  think  it  expedient  to  revert  to  the  consti- 
tution «t  all,  it  would  onty  be  necc**ary  to  refer  to  that  part 
of  it  containing  the  cabalistic  words  "  common  defence  and 
general  welfare."  And  as  these  words,  according  to  cer- 
tain commentators,  convey  a  plenary  power  on  all  subjects, 
and  are  applicable  to  all  cases  that  come  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  nstional  legislature,  it  would  be  quite  unne- 
cessary to  look  further.  This  would  be  economical,  withal, 
saving  much  precious  time  to  the  people's  representatives, 
which  otherwise  might  be  squandered  in  wandering  about 
the  constitutional  kingdom  in  search  (as  well  search  for  the 
lost  pleiad)  of  the  enumerated  powers,  which,  unfortunate- 
ly, have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  implied  powers  discov- 
ered in  the  words  "  common  defence  and  general  welfare." 
Let  us  suppose  the  doctrine  here  combated  to  be  established 
snd  carried  out  into  practical  legislation.  Congress  is  ap- 
plied to  by  a  number  of  influential  individuals  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  granting  to  them  and  to  their  successors  and 
assigns  forever,  tho  sole  and  exclusive  right,  extending  to 
all  the  8tates  in  the  Union,  of  smelting  iron  ore  with  an- 
thracite coal,  and  of  manufacturing  the  same.  The  nemo. 
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riali.sts  Ml  forth  in  their  petition  the  immense  benefits  that 
would  result  to  the  nation  from  their  contemplated  enter- 
prise. They  dwell  upon  the  advantages  incident  to  asso- 
ciated capital,  and  concentrated  wisdom  and  industry. 
They  represent  that  the  mining  interest  of  the  country 
would  be  benefited  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  mo- 
nopoly— inasmuch  as  the  products  of  the  iron  and  coal 
mines  would  ever  find  a  ready  markot  at  the  company's 
works;  that  the  public  in  general  would  be  enabled  to  ob- 
tain the  manufactured  articles  at  a  much  cheaper  rato  and 
of  a  better  quality  ;  and  that,  in  time  of  war,  arms  and  ord- 
nance could  be  furnished  with  greater  facility,  and  of  su- 
perior temper  and  calibre.  The  States,  notwithstanding 
all  these  plausible  representations,  remonstrate — individu- 
als remonstrate.  The  States  urge  that  the  grant  would 
be  a  violation  of  their  reserved  rights,  and  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Union  was  founded,  and  demand  of  Con- 
press  the  source  whence  the  power  is  derived  to  grant  such 
a  charter  of  incorporation.  Congress  very  complacently 
point  them  to  the  potent  words  "  common  defence  and  gen- 
eral welfare,"  and  the  thing  is  settled.  Individuals  repre- 
sent that  an  equality  of  civil  and  political  rights  constitute 
tho  basis  of  purely  democratical  Governments ;  that  none 
but  equal  laws  can  legitimately  flow  from  the  principle  of 
equal  rights ;  and  that  all  laws  which  invade  that  principle 
conflict  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  arc,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  legislative  frauds  upon  the  rights  of 
tho  people;  and,  consequently,  utterly  destitute  of  consti- 
tutional sanction.  They  further  show,  that  an  exercise  of 
power  such  as  asked  for  by  the  petitioners,  would  confer 
exclusive  privileges  and  legislative  favors — infringe  on  their 
natural  and  political  rights — violate  the  sacred  principles  of 
justice  and  political  equality,  and,  for  this  reason,  be  clearly 
unconstitutional.  But  Congress,  regardless  of  tho  truth 
and  propriety  of  these  representations,  grant  tho  charter  of 
incorporation,  and,  when  called  upon  to  show  their  consti- 
tutional right  to  do  so,  triumphantly  refer  to  the  magical 
words  common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  and  there 
the  matter  ends.  I  have  put  this  case  for  the  purpose  of 
illustrating  the  evils  consequent  upon  an  assumption  of 
power,  such  as  contended  for  by  those  who  maintain  that  the 
clause  vve  have  been  examining  authorizes  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  federal  bank.  And,  as  legislators  are  as  much 
subject  to  infirmities  as  other  men,  and  the  world  not  hav- 
ing, as  yet,  approached  that  desirable  state  of  which  Plato 
dreamed — "the  perfectibility  of  man" — it  is  not  only  pos- 
sible, but  very  probable,  that  cases  of  this  kind  might  fre- 
quently happen.  Nor  can  those  who  contend  for  the  prin- 
ciple which  merges  all  power  in  the  words  "common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,"  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  in  the  will  of  Congress,  object  to  any  case  coming 
within  that  principle,  however  dangerous  and  pernicious  in 
its  consequences.  As  this  clause  of  the  constitution  has 
been,  and  is  still  much  relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  a 
United  Slates  bank,  I  wtti  take  the  liberty  of  introducing 
such  authority  in  opposition  to  their  views,  as  will,  I  trurt, 
have  weight,  both  with  this  House  and  the  nation.  The 
fourth  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  December,  1708,  reads  as  follows: 

"That  the  General  Assembly  doth  also  express  its  deep 
regret,  that  a  spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested 
by  the  Federal  Government,  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  for- 
ced constructions  of  the  constitutional  charter  which  defines 
them ;  and  that  indications  have  appeared  of  a  design  to  ex- 
pound certain  general  phrases  (which,  having  been  copied 
from  the  very  limited  grant  of  powers  in  the  former  articles 
of  confederation,  were  the  less  liable  to  be  misconstrued) 
so  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  a>:d  effect  of  the  particular 
enumeration  which  necessarily  explains  and  limits  the  gen- 
eral phrases ;  and  so  as  to  consolidate  the  States,  by  de- 
grees, into  one  sovereignty  ;  the  obvious  tendency  and  in- 
evitable result  of  which  would  be  to  transform  the  present 
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republican  system  of  the  United  States  into,  an  absolute,  or 
at  best  a  mixed  monarchy." 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  report  commenting  on  this  resolu- 
tion, observes: 

"The  Jirtt  question  here  to  be  considered  is,  whether  a 
spirit  has  in  sundry  instances  been  manifested  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  enlarge  its  powers  by  forced  construc- 
tions of  the  constitutional  charter. 

"The  General  Assembly  having  declared  their  opinion 
merely  by  regretting,  in  general  terms,  that  forced  construc- 
tions for  enlarging  the  federal  powers  have  taken  place,  it 
does  not  appear  to  the  committee  necessary  to  go  into  a 
specification  of  every  instance  to  which  the  resolution  may 
allude.  The  alien  and  sedition  acts,  being  particularly 
name* I  in  a  succeeding  resolution,  are  of  course  to  be  un- 
derstood as  included  in  the  allosion.  Omitting  others 
which  have  loss  occupied  public  attention,  or  been  less  ex- 
tensively regarded  as  unconstitutional,  the  resolution  may 
be  presumed  to  refer  particularly  to  the  bank  law,  which, 
from  the  circumstances  of  its  passage,  os  well  as  the  lati- 
tude of  construction  on  which  it  is  founded,  strikes  the  at- 
tention with  singular  force ;  and  the  carriage  tax,  distin- 
guished also  by  circumstances  in  its  history,  having  a  sim- 
ilar tendency."  •  •  •  • 

"  1.  Tho  general  phrases  here  meant  must  be  those  •  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 

"  In  the  <  Articles  or  Confederation,*  the  phrases  are  used 
as  follows,  in  article  8 :  '  All  charges  of  war,  and  sll  other 
ex  penses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  anil 
general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasu- 
ry, which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  8lates,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted 
to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated,  accord- 
ins;  to  such  mode  as  tho  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint.' 

"  In  the  existing  constitution,  they  make  the  following 
part  of  sec.  8  :  « The  Congiess  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts, 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  genera)  welfare  of 
the  United  States.' 

"This  similarity  in  the  use  of  these  phrases  in  the  two 
great  federal  charters,  might  well  be  considered  as  render- 
ing their  meaning  less  liable  to  be  misconstrued  in  the  lat- 
ter; because  it  will  scarcely  be  said  that,  in  the  former,  they 
were  ever  understood  to  be  either  a  genera)  grant  of  power, 
or  to  authorize  the  requisition  or  application  of  money  by 
the  old  Congress  to  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, except  in  cases  afterwards  enumerated,  which  explain- 
ed and  limited  their  meaning ;  and  if  such  was  the  limited 
meaning  attached  to  these  phrases  in  the  very  instrument 
revised  and  remodelled  by  the  present  constitution,  it  can 
never  be  supposed  thst,  when  copied  into  this  constitution, 
a  different  meaning  ought  to  be  attached  to  them. 

"  That,  notwithstanding  this  remarkable  security  against 
misconstruction,  a  design  has  been  indicated  to  expound 
these  phrases  In  the  constitution  so  as  to  destroy  the  effect 
of  tho  particular  enumeration  of  powers  by  which  it  ex- 
plains and  limits  them,  must  have  fallen  under  the  obser. 
vation  of  those  who  have  attended  to  the  course  of  public 
transactions.  Not  to  multiply  proofs  on  this  subject,  it 
will  suffice  to  refer  to  the  debates  of  the  federal  legislature, 
in  which  arguments  have  on  different  occasions,  been 
drawn,  with  apparent  effect,  from  these  phrases,  in  their 
indefinite  meaning  " — Elliot' »  Debate*,  vol.  4,  pp.  577 — 8. 

Again,  the  same  distinguished  personage,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  November  «7,  1830,  in  which  he 
examines  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  clause  under  con- 
sideration, remarks: 

"  A  special  provision  could  not  have  been  necessary 
for  the  debts  of  the  new  Congress ;  for  a  power  to  pro- 
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vide  money,  and  a  powor  to  perform  certain  acts,  of 
which  money  is  the  ordinary  and  appropriate  means, 
must,  of  course,  carry  with  them  a  power  to  pay  tbe 
ex  I  en «  of  performing  the  act*.  Nor  was  any  special 
pt  oris  on  fur  debts  proposed,  till  tbe  case  of  the  revolu- 
tionary debts  was  brought  into  view;  end  it  ia  a  fair  pre- 
suinption,  from  the  course  of  the  varied  propositions  which 
have  been  noticed,  that,  but  lor  the  old  debts,  and  their  as- 
sociation with  the  terms  '  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,'  the  clause  would  have  remained,  as  reported  in 
the  first  draft  of  the  constitution,  expressing  generally  '  a 
power  in  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,'  without  any  addition  of  the  phrase 
'  to  provide  for  tbe  common  defence  and  general  welfare.' 
With  this  addition,  indeed,  the  language  of  tbe  clause  be- 
ing ih  conformity  with  that  of  the  clause  in  the  articles  of 
confederation,  it  would  be  qualified,  as  in  those  articles, 
by  the  specification  of  powers  aubjoined  to  it.  But  there 
is  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  the  terms  in  question 
would  not  have  been  introduced,  but  for  the  introduction 
of  tbe  old  debts,  with  which  they  happened  to  stand  in  a 
familiar,  though  inoperative  relation.  Thus  introduced, 
however,  they  pass  undisturbed  through  the  subsequent 
el  ages  of  the  constitution. 

"  If  it  be  asked  why  the  terms  'common  defence  and 
general  welfare,'  if  not  meant  to  convey  the  comprehen- 
sive power,  which,  taken  literally,  they  express,  were  not 
qualified  and  explained  by  some  reference  to  the  particular 
power  subjoined,  the  answer  is  at  hand,  that  although  it 
mighteasily  have  been  done,  and  experience  shows  it  might 
be  well  if  it  bad  been  done,  yet  tbe  omission  is  accounted 
for  by  sn  inattention  to  the  phraseology,  occasioned, 
doubilcs,  by  the  identity  with  tbe  harmless  character  at- 
tached to  it  in  the  instrument  from  which  it  waa  borrowed. 

"  But  may  it  not  be  asked,  with  infinitely  more  pro- 
priety, and  without  the  possibility  of  a  satisfactory  an- 
swer, why,  if  the  terms  were  meant  to  embrace  not  only 
ail  tbe  powers  particularly  expressed,  but  the  indefinite 

was  not  «o  declared  ;  why,  on  that  supposition,  so  much 
critical  labor  waa  employed  in  enumerating  the  particular 

powers,  and  in  defining  and  limiting  their  extent  ? 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

"The  obvious  conclusion  to  which  we  are  brought  is, 
that  these  terms/  copied  from  the  articles  of  confederation, 
were  regarded  in  the  new,  as  in  the  old  instrument,  mere- 
ly as  general  terms,  explained  and  limited  by  the  aubjoin- 
ed specification*,  and  therefore  requiring  no  critical  atten- 
tion or  studied  precaution. 

a  •  •  •  •  • 

"  Mr.  Wilson,  justly  distinguished  for  his  intellectual 
powers,  being  deeply  impressed  with  tbe  importance  of  a 
bank  at  such  a  crisis,  published  a  small  pamphlet,  entitled 

•  Considerations  on  tbe  Bank  of  North  America,'  in  which 
he  endeavored  to  derive  the  power  from  the  nature  of  tbe 
Union  in  which  the  colonies  were  declared  and  became 
independent  States;  and  also  from  the  tenor  of  the  'arti- 
cles of  confederation'  themselves.  But  what  is  particular- 
ly worthy  of  notice  is,  that,  with  all  his  anxious  search  in 
those  article*  for  such  a  power,  he  never  glanced  at  tbe 
terms  '  common  defence  and  general  welfare,'  aa  a  source 
of  it."— EllioT*  Dtbaiet,  vol.  4,  pp.  646-'7. 

And  here,  sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  rest  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

Tbe  second  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of  tbe  constitu- 
tion, which  vests  in  Congress  the  power  "  to  borrow  monev 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  8tates,"  has  slso  been  appealed 
to  by  the  friemle  of  a  national  hank.  But  as  nothing  like 
an  argument  has  ever  been  adduced  in  support  ol  this  po- 
sition, B8  it  rests  upon  mere  conjecture,  without  the  shadow 
of  authority  to  support  it,  and  as  a  bill  to  charter  a  bank 
is  not  a  bill  to  borrow  money,  I  will  not  trouble  the  com- 
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mittee  with  any  further  remarks  on  tbis  point,  but  proceed 
to  eaanjine  the  third  paragraph  of  the  8lh  section  of  the 
constitution,,  which  gives  Congress  the  power  "  to  regu- 
Iste  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  tbe  several 
States,  and  with  tbe  Indian  tribes."   This  clause  has  been 
appealed  to  by  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement*,  as 
authorizing  Congress  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  &c  ; 
it  bas  also  been  appealed  to  by  tbe  friends  of  tbe  tariff  sys- 
tem, aa  vesting  in  Congress  an  implied  power  to  protect 
our  domestic  manufactures ;  and,  lastly,  it  has  been  ap- 
pealed to  as  authorixing  Congress  to  establish  a  United 
Statea  bank.    Now,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  tbe  power 
to*  regulate  commerce  does  not  include  the  power  to  muko 
internal  improvements  of  the  character  just  noticed — to 
protect  manufactures  by  imposing  a  tariff— nor  to  establish 
a  national  bank.  Neither  the  clause  immediately  under  con- 
sideration, nor  any  other  found  in  the  constitution,^ thorixe*> 
Congress,  in  my  judgment,  to  do  cither  of  those  three  things. 
Sir,  is  it  meant  to  be  affirmed  that  the  power  to  "  regu- 
late commerce,"  includes  the  power  to  regulate  tbe  curren- 
cy of  the  several  8tatas  1    If  so,  then  is  Congress  autho- 
rized, under  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce,"  to  rrgu- 
late  the  issues  of  all  the  State  banks;  for  these  constitute 
the  principal  currency  of  tbe  country.   On  the  other  band, 
if  it  be  meant  that  Congress  have  not  the  power,  under 
this  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  regulate  the  currency, 
bow  can  it  be  said  that  Congress  are  thereby  authorized  to 
charter  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  commerce, 
when  the  only  object  of  a  national  bank,  aa  we  ore  told, 
ia  to  regulate  and  equalize  the  exchanges  and  currency  of 
the  country  T    Again :  If  the  power  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce" includes  the  power  to  incorporate  a  hank,  why 
may  it  not  also  include  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  in- 
corporation for  other  purposes  1    Why  not  authorize  Con- 
gress to  incorporate  companies  for  objects  of  internal  im- 
provements— for  manufactures— or,  what  would  appear  to 
be  rather  more  congenial,  for  ordinary  commercial  pu  rpose*  ? 
If  Congress  can,  by  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  autho- 
rize one  set  of  men,  under  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  deal 
in  bank  paper,  they  possess  equally  the  power  to  authorize 
another  set  to  deal  in  silks  snd  satins,  calicoes  and  ging- 
hams.    Nor  can  this  position  be  controverted.  The 
stockholders  and  agents  of  a  bank  are  as  much  traffickers 
and  dealers  in  paper  money,  which  is  a  species  of  commer- 
cial commodity,  as  merchants  are  in  broadcloths  and  cas- 
si meres.    If  an  act  of  incorporation,  therefore,  can  be 
claimed  in  tbe  one  case,  as  a  proper  and  necessary  means 
to  "  regulate  commerce,"  it  unquestionably  can  in  the 
other.    But  the  clause  in  question  confers  no  such  power. 
The  power  to  "  regulate  commerce,"  and  the  power  to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation,  are  separate  and  distinct. 
The  former  is  conferred  by  tho  constitution,  the  latter  is 
not.    Sir,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  power  which  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  confer  on  Congress 
by  this  clause  ?    Evidently,  to  authorize  Congress  to  pro- 
scribe or  establish  certain  rules  by  which  commerce  sbonld 
be  governed.    But  will  it  be  pretended  that  tbe  authors  of 
the  constitution  meant  that  this  power,  which  they  vested 
in  Congress  alone,  should  be  transferred  by  Congress  to 
an  incorporated  company  T    That  a  chartered  company 
should  possess  tbe  exclusive  power  of  regulating  tbe  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  nation — of  prescribing  rules  for  its 
Government— of  determining  the  principles  on  which  it 
should  lw  conducted,  and  thus  place  one  of  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country  beyond  legislative  and  constitutional 
control  ?    No  one,  I  presume,  will  say,  in  direct  terms, 
that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion; snd  yet  such  is  the  inevitable  result  to  which  I  he 
doctrine  of  construction  here  combated  leads.     If  such 
rules  of  construction  prevail,  it  will  he  impossible  to  define 
the  limits  of  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  under 
the  clause  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  corn- 


Digitized  by  Google 


1597 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1593 


Oct.  13,  1837  ] 


Sub-Treatury  Bill. 


[H.  or  R. 


ce,"  tee.  I  will  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  clause, 
by  reading  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  official  opinion  on  the 
constitutionality  of  a  United  States  bank,  the  following 
extract: 

«•  To  erect  a  bank,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  are  very 
different  acta.  He  who  erects  a  bank  creates  a  sulijeri  of 
commerce  in  its  bills ;  so  does  he  who  makes  a  bushel  of 
wheat,  or  digs  a  dollar  out  of  the  mines.  Yet  neither  of 
these  persona  regulate  commerce  thereby.  To  make  a 
thing  which  may  bo  bought  and  sold,  is  not  to  prescribe 
regulations  for  buying  and  selling,  besides,  if  this  were 
an  exercise  of  the  power  of  regulating  commerce,  it  would 
be  void,  as  extending  as  much  to  the  internal  commerce 
of  every  State,  as  to  its  external.  For  the  power  given  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution  does  not  extsnd  to  the  inter- 
nal  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  a  State,  (that  is  to  say, 
of  the  commerce  between  ciuxen  and  citizen, )  which  re- 
i  exclusively  with  iu  own  Legislature ;  but  to  its  ex* 
commerce  only,  that  is  to  ssy,  its  commerce  with 
State,  or  with  foreign  nations,  or  with  Indian 
tribes.  Accordingly,  the  bill  does  not  propose  the  measure 
as  a  «  regulation  of  trade,'  but  as  '  productive  of  considera- 
ble ad  vantage  to  trade.'  " 

8ome  have  attempted  to  locate  the  power  to  incorporate 
a  national  bank— Mr.  McDuffie,  for  example,  in  his  re- 

Kof  1830,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
ns— on  the  fifth  article  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  gives  Congress  the  power  "  to  coin  money, 
regulste  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures." 

"  The  power  to  *  coin  money,  and  fix  the  value  thereof,' 
is  expressly  and  exclusively  vested  in  Congres.  Thia  grant 
was  evidently  intended  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power 
of  regulating  the  circulating  medium.  '  Coin'  was  regard- 
ed, at  the  period  of  framing  the  constitution,  aa  synony- 
mous with  'currency,'  as  it  was  then  generally  believed 
that  bank  notes  could  only  be  maintained  in  circulation  by 
being  the  true  representative  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
word  « coin,'  therefore,  must  be  regarded  aa  a 
term,  standing  as  the  representative  of  a  general 

Now,  sir,  if  "coin  and  currency  are  synonymous," 
signifying  the  same  thing;  if  coin  be  currency  and  currency 
coin,  Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  "  to  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  currency."  Ac- 
cording to  this  reading,  Congress  is  authorised,  not  only 
to  regulate  the  currency  of  this  country,  which 
principally  of  bank  notes,  but  also  the  currency  of 
nations,  whatever  symbols  of  industry  they  may  select  as 
mediums  of  exchange.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means  appears  to  have  been  as  much  at  fault 
in  hie  knowledge  of  the  currency,  properly  considered,  as 
of  the  character  and  powers  of  the  constitution  ;  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  confounded  bank  notes  with  coin— the 
pretended  representative  with  the  thing  represented.  I  say 
the  pretended  representative,  because  the  amount  of  paper 
money  afloat,  exceeds  at  least  five  times  the  amount  of 
apecie  wherewith  to  redeem  it.  It  is  not,  therefore,  atrictly 
speaking,  a  representative  of  coin  or  rtal  money.  It  has 
become  rather  an  Instrument  of  speculation,  than  a  meas- 
ure or  representative  of  value.  The  currency  of  a  coun- 
try, in  order  to  be  sound,  as  every  political  economist 
knows,  ought  to  bo  equal  to  the  precious  metals,  or  to 
consist  of  the  metals  themselves.  But  the  paper  currency 
of  this  country  is  and  was,  even  during  the  existence  of 
the  late  United  States  Bank,  but  the  mere  supposititious 
of  property.  That  paper  money  can  never 
a  proper  »tandard  of  value,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
thst  it  is  constantly  Ksble  to  fluctuslion,  depreciation,  ex- 
pansion, and  contraction.  And  would  it  be  doing  justice 
to  the  framera  of  the  constitution — to  their  sagacity  and 
integrity— >so  to  construe  that  instrument,  or  any  part 
thereof,  as  to  authorize  Congress  to  make  paper  credit,  of 


whatever  kind  or  description,  a  standard  of  value  1  The 
only  standard  or  measure  of  value  known  to  the  constitu- 
tion is  gold  and  silver ;  a  standsrd.  by  the  way,  which  has 
been  recognised  and  adopted  from  the  earliest  sges,  by  all 
civilised  nations  throughout  the  world.  If  Congress  are  au- 
thorized to  incorporate  a  company,  which  shall  possess  the  in- 
dependent snd  sovereign  right  to  coin  or  manufacture  money, 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  why  may  they  not  also  in- 
vest such  corporations  with  power  to  control  the  commerce 
of  the  country  in  all  such  exchangeable  articles  or  com- 
modities that  may  properly  come  under  the  atandard  of 
weights  and  measures  1  Why  not  go  still  farther — for  if 
Congress  can  delegate  to  a  corporation  this  prime  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  the  establishment  of  a  standard  of  value- 
why  not,  I  aay,  extend  it  to  every  other  specified  power 
of  the  constitution  1  For  I  repeat  it,  if  Congress  hsvs  tha 
power,  under  this  or  any  other  clause  of  the  constitution, 
to  delegate  to  a  corporation  of  its  own  creating  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powers,  they  may,  with  equal  propriety, 
delegate  to  it  every  other  power.  Let  Congress  recognise 
this  construction,  and  what  would  be  the  consequence  1 
Sir,  we  should  no  longer  be  a  nation  of  freemen,  living 
under  a  free  constitution  ;  but  the  slaves  of  soulless  corpo- 
rations. An  independent  and  irresponsible  power  would 
be  established  in  the  land  ;  the  restraints  and  limitations 
imposed  upon  Congress  by  the  constitution  would  be 
overthrown  ;  and  the  foundations  of 
only  rocked,  but  riven. 

8ir,  let  us  examine  a  little  further  the  extraonlinary 
argument  urged  by  Mr.  McDuffie  in  aupport  of  " 
extraordinary  poaition.  44  Coin,"  says  he,  44  was  i 
at  the  period  of  framing  the  const 
with  currency,  as  it  was  then  generally  believed  thai  bank 
notes  could  only  be  maintained  in  circulation  by  being  the 
true  representatives  of  the  precious  metals."  What,  sir! 
coin  and  currency — coin  and  paper  money — coin  and  bank 
notes  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  thing,  aa  synonymous, 
at  the  time  of  framing  the  constitution  !  What !  44  gener- 
ally believed  at  that  period,"  that  paper  money  was  "the 
true  representative  of  the  precious  metals  !"  Sir,  docs  not 
the  who  e  history  of  that  period  contradict  these  reckless 
and  unfounded  assertions !  I  appeal  to  the  historical  recol- 
lections of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  if  it  does  not.  Is 
it  not  notorious  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  were 
emphatically  hard-money  men  !  Ia  it  not  notorious  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  only  currency  recognised  by  tha 
constitution  ?  Is  it  not  known  to  all,  that  Congress  have 
no  power,  under  the  constitution,  to  authorize  any  indi- 
vidual, company,  or  corporation,  to  issue,  federal  paper 
money  1  Every  part  of  the  constitution  which  relates  to 
the  subject  of  money  is  clear,  explicit,  and  unequivocal. 
The  intention  of  the  framera  of  the  constitution,  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  not  only  made  manifest  by  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion itself,  but  also  by  a  law  passed  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Brat  Congress  under  the  constitution,  which 
defines  the  kind  of  money  to  be  received  by  the  federal 
Treasury.  This  law  provides,  44  that  the  fees  and  duties 
payable  to  the  Government,  shall  be  received  in  gold  and 
silver  only."  Thia  statute,  be  it  remembered,  was  passed 
within  one  month  after  Congees,  had  assembled.  And, 
again,  the  law  in  reference  to  that  part  or  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  passed  in  1800, 
declares  thst  specie  and  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  shall 
alone  be  received  in  payment  of  such  lands.  These  two 
acts  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  federal  revenue,  passed 
immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  ought 
and  must  be  regarded  as  unerring  interpreters  of  thst  in- 
strument, so  far  ss  the  point  immediately  under  i 
tion  is  concerned.  If  the  members  of  the  first  Cons 
regarded  paper  money  and  44  coin"  as  synonymous,  why 
did  they  enact  that  gold  and  silver  coin  only  should  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  1    If  they  even 
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considered  paper  money,  or  bank  note*,  as  synonymou* 

with  coin,  aa  contended  by  Mr.  McDuffie,  they  appeared, 
at  all  events,  to  discriminate  between  paper  coin  and  guld 
and  ailver  coin,  by  making  the  Utter  only  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues.  So  that  "gold  and  silver 
coin,"  anil  not  paper  coin,  appear  to  be  the  only  currency 
known  to  the  constitution ;  or  to  the  laws  of  Congress 
which  define  the  kiud  of  currency  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  federal  revenues. 

I  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  for  a 
few  moments,  to  the  Isrt  paragraph  of  the  8th  section  of 
the  constitution  :  "  To  make  all  lawa  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  eflect  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers.w  It  will  not  be  pretended,  I  apprehend,  that  this 
clause  vests  in  Congress  any  new  substantive  power ; 
ur  that  it  in  anywise  supersedes  or  invalidates  any  one  of 
the  enumerated  powers.  This  position  would  be  loo  ex- 
travagant— too  monstrous,  for  even  modern  sophists  to 
take.  It  will,  I  trust,  be  conceded,  that  the  powers  com- 
prehended in  this  clause  are  subordinate  and  incidental  in 
their  nature,  merely  conferring  on  Congress  the  right  to 
exercise  such  means  as  shall  be  strictly  necessary  and  prop- 
er to  execute  the  express  powers;  or,  without  which,  the 
powers  expressly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into  effect. 
This  point  yielded,  as  yielded  it  must  be,  the  question 
arises,  whether  a  national  bank  be  a  necessary  and  proper 
means  to  carry  into  eflect  any  of  the  specified  powers  1  In 
order  to  show  thst  it  is  necessary,  essential,  indispensable, 
it  must  be  ma.le  to  appear  that  the  enumerated  powers  can- 
not be  carried  into  effect  independent  of  a  national  bank. 
Experience  has  demonstrated  that  they  can,  one  and  all. 
And,  in  the  second  place,  in  order  to  prove  that  a  national 
bank  is  a  proper  means,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  power 
In  create  it  is  an  incidental  and  not  a  substantive  power ; 
which,  I  apprehend,  cannot  be  done.  No,  sir,  it  cannot 
bp  shown  that  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation, 
is  merely  an  incidental  or  aubsidiary  power.  Among  all 
the  powers  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  I  defy  gentle- 
men  to  designate  a  solitary  one  that  is  capable  of  being 
wielded  with  more  potent  effect;  not  for  good,  but  for  evil. 
If  Congress  possess  the  power  to  grant  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, in  their  national  cap  <ctty,  in  one  case,  they  do 
in  another.  If  they  poetess  it  at  all,  they  possess  it  with- 
out limit,  and  can  extend  il,  whenever  they  think  proper, 
to  any  and  every  object  whatever ;  whether  it  be  in  deroga- 
tion of  Slate  and  individual  rights,  to  a  Mississippi  land 
monopoly,  to  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  Indies,  or  to 
the  cod  and  whale  fisheries.  Sir,  what  is  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  of  incorporations  T  Thry  are  essential- 
ly aristocratic  in  their  nature;  being  invested  with  exclu- 
sive privileges — privileges  witbheldfrom  the  rest  of  society. 
They  are  allowed  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate ;  which 
the  United  States  themselves  cannot  do  without  obtaining 
the  conaent  of  the  States,  They  are  allowed  to  hold  pro- 
perty in  mortmain,  and  are  capable  of  being  so  organized  or 
constituted  as  to  change  the  course  of  descent  in  the  several 
8tatce ;  I  mean  where  their  corporate  character  is  concern- 
ed. Nor  is  this  all :  so  sacred  are  their  rights  held,  and 
so  carefully  guarded  are  they  by  the  legislature  and  judici- 
ary, that  they  cannot  be  reached  by  law  without  permission 
on  their  part* ;  nay,  more,  they  are  even  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  future  legislatures — at  leant,  such  is  the  opin- 
ion of  some.  And  yet  we  are  told  that  a  power  to  incor- 
porate— •  power  of  such  great  and  fearful  magnitude,  and 
capable  of  producing  so  much  mischief— is,  after  all,  a 
mere  incident  of  a  power !  Think  you,  air,  that  if  the 
members  of  the  convention  who  framed  the  constitution 
hod  considered  a  national  bank  either  a  proper  or  necessary 
means  to  carry  into  effect  any  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  the  constitution,  that  they  would  have  rejected  a 
direct  proposition  to  establish  a  bank,  or  refused  to  in- 
vest Congrew  with  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpora- 


tion, of  whatever  description  1  Is  it  probable  that  wise 
and  patriotic  men  would  have  acted  so  inconsistently— *o 
absurdly  1  "  It  is  known,"  says  Mr.  Jefferson,  "  that  the 
vory  power  now  proposed- as  a  means,  was  rejected  a*  an 
end,  by  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution."* 
««  a  proposition,"  he  adds,  "  was  made  to  them  to  au- 
thorise Congress  to  open  canals,  and  an  amendatory  one  to 
empower  them  to  incorporate.  But  the  whole  was  reject- 
ed ;  and  one  of  the.  reasons  of  rejection  urged  in  debate 
was,  that  they  then  would  have  power  to  erect  a  bank." 
Here,  then,  sir,  is  authority  not  to  be  questioned,  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  power  to  erect  a  bank,  "  propoaed  aa 
a  mean*,  was  rejected  as  an  end,"  by  the  very  authors  of 
the  constitution  ilsolf  The  fact,  therefore,  that  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  deliberately  ami 
withheld  from  Congress  the  power  to  incorporate  a  I 
utterly  excludes  the  idea  that  auch  power  was  intended  to 
be  granted,  either  expressly  or  incidentally,  specifically  or 
impliedly.  To  contend  that  a  power,  intentionally  with- 
held from  Congress  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  can 
be  rightfully  exercised  by  Congress,  is  to  outrage  common 
sense,  and  all  approved  rules  of  construction.  Let  the 
principle  bo  once  established,  that  neither  the  express  letter 
of  an  instrument,  nor  the  evident  intention  of  its  author  or 
authors,  is  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  it*  meaning,  and  all 
written  constitutions,  contracts,  laws,  and  charters,  become 
a  dead  letter.  I  would  entreat  gentlemen  to  consider  wrll 
before  they  give  further  countenance  to  auch  doctrines.  I 
would  respectfully  remind  them,  that,  by  disregarding  the 
express  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  the  evident  in- 
teution  of  its  framers,  and  resorting  to  construction  and 
implication  alone  for  authority,  they  will  eventually  raise 
up  a  monument  of  folly,  which,  if  not  aa  impious,  will 
create  as  much  confusion  aa  that  which  towered  on 
Shinar's  plain.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  I 
would  deny  the  existence  of  all  implied  power*.  I  am 
aware,  air,  thst  the  convention,  in  framing  the  constitution, 
marked  out  and  enumerated  the  principal  ends  of  Govern- 
ment, without  particularizing  all  the  means  by  which  these 
ends  were  to  be  secured.  A  discretionary  power,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  must  necessarily  be  left  with  Congress.  The 
constitution,  for  example,  has  vested  in  Congress  the  pow- 
er to  raise  and  support  armies.  But  at  what  lime  armies 
are  to  be  raised,  to  what  extent,  and  for  what  cause  this 
power  is  to  be  exercised,  il  has  necessarily  left  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  national  leg^lature.  Many  other  cases 
might  be  cited,  where  the  means  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  enumerated  powers  are  left  to  the  selection  of 
Congress.  But  the  mean,  or  incidental  power,  ought,  in 
all  cases,  to  bear  a  due  relationship  to  the  specified  power. 
1 1  was  well  remarked  by  a  distinguished  Senator  (Mr. 
Clay)  in  debate,  that : 

"  In  all  cases  where  incidental  powers  are  acted  upon, 
the  principal  and  incidental  ought  to  be  congenial  with 
each  other,  and  partake  of  a  common  nature.  The  inci- 
dental power  ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate,  and  limited 
to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  specified  power. 
In  other  words,  under  the  name  of  accomplishing  one  ob- 
ject which  is  specified,  the  power  implied  ought  not  to  bo 
made  to  embrace  other  objects,  which  are  not  specified  in 
the  constitution.  If,  then,  you  could  establish  a  bank  to 
collect  and  distribute  the  revenue,  it  ought  to  be  expressly 
restricted  to  the  purpose  of  such  collection  and  distribution. 

"  I  contend  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive  power  to 
regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  capacities  and  i  neaped  lice 
to  contract,  and  lo  provide  as  to  the  extent  of  responsibility 
of  debtors  to  their  creditors.  If  Congress  h»ve  the  power 
to  erect  an  artificial  body,  and  say  it  shall  be  endowed  with 
the  attributes  of  an  individual— if  yon  can  bestow  on  thia 
object  of  your  own  creation  the  ability  to  contract*  may 
you  not,  in  contravention  of  Slate  rights,  confer  upon 
slaves,  infant*,  and  femes  coverte,  the  ability  to  con- 
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:  T  And  if  you  have  ihc  power  lo  say  that  an  as- 
sociation of  individuals  ghull  be  responsible  for  their  debts 
only  in  a  certain  limited  degree,  what  ia  to  prevent  an  ex- 
tension of  n  similar  exemption  to  individuals  ?  Where  ia 
the  limitation  upon  this  power  to  set  up  corporations ! 
Yon  establish  one  in  the  heart  of  a  Hlate,  the  basis  of 
whose  capital  is  money.  You  may  erect  others,  whose 
capital  shall  consist  of  land,' slaves,  and  personal  estates, 
and  thus  the  whole  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Slate  might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  bodies.  The 
•listing  bank  contends,  (hat  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  n 
State  to  tax  it;  and  if  this  pretension  be  well  founded,  ilia 
in  the  power  of  Congress,  by  chartering  companies,  to  dry 
op  all  the  sources  of  State  revenue." 

Yes,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  was  right,  when  he  said 
that  the  incidental  power  ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate, 
and  limited  to  the  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  speci- 
fied power.  He  was  right  in  saying,  that  in  all  cases 
where  incidental  powrrs  are  acted  npon,  the  principal  and 
incidental  ought  to  be  congenial  with  each  other,  and  par- 
take of  a  common  nature.  And  he  would  have  been 
equally  right,  had  he  added,  that  no  means  can  1*j  proper 
Ufat  are  not  compatible  with  the  spirit  or  the  constitution 
and  the  genius  of  our  Government.  But  I  will  no  longei 
dt-uin  the  committee  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  having 
already  shown,  as  I  believe,  beyond  all  cavil,  that  the 
s  been  last  examined  does  not  confer  on 
to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institution  of 
any  description. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  arguments — not  of  a  con- 
stitutional character,  nor  strictly  applicable — but  neverthe- 
less frequently  appealed  to  by  the  advocates  of  a  national 
bank.  I  allude  to  that  class  oi  arguments  which  rest  on 
precedent  alone  for  support.  The  Iriends  and  champions 
of  a  United  States  bank,  when  no  longer  able  to  find  le- 
gitimate support,  when  forced  to  abandon  every  constitu- 
tional position,  seek  refuge  in  the  misty  regions  of  prece- 
dent. The  acts  of  former  legislatures,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  not  the  constitution,  are  ap- 
pealed to  for  authority  :  and  lo!  King  Precedent  is  anointed 
with  the  unction  of  infallibility ;  becomes  the  keeper  of 
and  the  object  of  their  idolatry  ;  his  be- 
i  the  laws,  his  standard  the  mistletoe,  which  these  po- 
litical Druids  venerate.  But  to  vary  the  figure — what  is 
there  in  the  character  or  nature  of  precedent  so  sanative 
and  holy  that  can  heal  all  moral  maladies,  and  justify  oil 
political  transgressions  1  Or,  wherefore  ia  it,  that  prece- 
dent should  fetter  the  intellect,  destroy  moral  agency,  and 
bear  away  where  reason  and  conscience  should  alone  pre- 
side t  Sir,  would  it  not  bo  well  for  those  who  have  sworn 
to  support  the  constitution,  to  pause  and  re  fleet  before  they 
subscribe  to  a  doctrine  so  fraught  with  mischief,  and  so  in- 
imical to  reason  I 

It  is  alleged,  by  some  of  the  servile  brain-bound  slaves 
of  precedent,  that  Congress  would  be  justified  in  charter- 
ing a  bank,  (at  tho  present  time,)  whether  authorhted  by 
the  constitution  or  not,  because  similar  institution*  have 
hitherto  existed.  They  contend  that,  Inasmuch  as  those 
institutions  were  established  by  Congress,  submitted  to  by 
the  people,  acquiesced  in  by  the  Stotes,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  tbey  were  recognised  by  all  the 
acts  which  imply  the  sanction  of  organic  l«w.  Sir,  I  can- 
not, for  one,  yield  assent  to  doctrines  so  fslae,  so  loose,  so 
licentious  I  deny  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people,  the  democracy,  are,  or  ever  were,  in  favor  of  a 
chartered  money  monopoly,  whether  State  or  national. 
The  insinuation  is  a  rank  and  insolent  libel  on  their  patri- 
otism, their  intelligence,  and  their  integrity.  No,  sir,  the 
frank  and  honest-hearted  democrats  of  this  country  utterly 
and  abhor  the  doctrine,  that  time  or  precedent  can 
iniquity,  or  justify  nny  infraction  of  the  social 
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It  is  contended  by  another,  but  similar  class  of  moralists, 
that  the  constitution  ought  to  be  so  construed,  as  to  expand 
with  tho  growth  of  the  country,  and  conform  to  its  diversi- 
fied and  mutable  relations.    Against  this  doctrine,  also,  ( 
enter  my  protest.    It  is  too  ductile  to  be  cither  safe  or 
sound  ;  loo  liable  to  be  drawn  out  to  dangerous  lengths, 
and  bent  to  mischievous  purposes.    Sir,  what  is  the  noturo 
of  the  obligation  under  which  vvc  act  1    What  is  required 
of  us  before  entering  upon  our  duties  as  representatives  ? 
It  is  required,  by  the  constitution,  that  "  the  Scnalois  and 
Representatives,  and  tho  members  of  the  several  Slate 
Legislatures,  und  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  both 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  bo 
bound  by  oath  or  ulTirmution  to  support  this  constitution." 
Sir,  the  requisition  is  emphatic  and  positive— couched  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.    Our  duty  is  palpable  ; 
we  cannot  err  ignoranlly.    We  arc  bound,  by  all  the  obli- 
gations which  an  oath  imposes,  to  "  support  (his  constitu- 
tion."   We  are  uot  required  to  «' support"  the  forced  con- 
structions that  may  be  given  by  a  pliant  court,  or  by  a 
careless  or  venal  legislature.    We  arc  not  called  upon  to 
"  support"  a  constitution  corrupted  by  congressional  inter- 
polations, or  distorted  and  sophisticated  by  the  legal  mum- 
meries of  tho  bur  or  the  bench.    Nor  arc  we  obligated  to 
support  a  constitution  that  may  be  construed  to  change  with 
times  and  circu  in  stances;  tti9t  may  grow  with  the  growth, 
and  decay  with  the  decline  of  the  country  :  but  we  aro 
bound  by  our  solemn  oaths  or  affirmations  to  "support 
this  constitution"  in  its  purity  and  integrity,  unsophiaticu- 
cd  and  uncontaminatcd.    Sir,  there  arc  two  classes  of  men 
in  this  world  who  rely  upon  precedent,  and  who  seem  lo 
bclievo  in  its  infallibility,  with  a  great  deal  of  spirit  and 
perseverance.    Tho  one,  the  morally  lax,  who  have  no 
objection  to  tiansgrcss,  provided  they  can  find  a  pretext  in 
precedent ;  the  other,  the  mentally  indolent,  who  find  less 
labor  in  adopting  the  opinions  of  others,  than  in  analyzing 
and  investigating  fof  themselves ;  while  the  rigidly  honest 
and  intellectually  industrious,  spurn  all  mental  tyranny, 
refusing,  in  all  cases,  to  yield  their  assent,  but  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  conviction.    Sir,  let  me  not  he  misunderstood 
when  I  say  that  precedent  is  dangerous  and  pernicious  ;  I 
mean  that  it  is  ao  when  regarded  as  an  obligatory  rule  in 
matters  of  legislation,  and  in  the  common  affairs  of  life. 
In  courts  of  justice,  in  the  dispensation  of  civil  and  criminal 
law,  it  may,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  advantageously  referred 
to  as  a  guide.    For  so  diversified  and  complicated  arc  the 
subjects  of  litigation,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  legislator 
to  anticipate  and  provide  for  every  case  that  may  occur.  It 
becomes  the  duty,  therefore,  of  the  judge,  the  organ  of  the 
law,  not  only  to  proclaim  the  written  law  of  the  land,  but 
also  to  decide  in  cases  where  no  statutory  provision  has 
been  made,  as  reason  and  justice  may  dictate.    Nor,  as  a 
general  rule,  ousht  decisions  thus  made  to  be  lightly  re- 
garded by  succeeding  judges,  especially  in  cases  where  tho 
points  in  litigation  are  analogous.    But,  sir,  while  I  wil- 
lingly odmit  that  precedent  may  be  properly  referred  to  as 
authority  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  I  utterly  deny 
that  it  is  necessarily  obligatory  upon  legislative  bodies.  It 
matters  not,  therefore,  whether  a  precedent  in  favor  of  a 
United  States  bank  be  found  in  the  acts  of  former  legisla- 
tures, or  in  tho  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  is,  in 
either  case,  incompetent  to  control  the  acts  of  this  body. 
Congress,  I  trust,  will  never  Iks  willing  to  acknowledge  tha 
binding  force  of  precedent,  in  the  decision  of  constitutional 
questions.    But,  sir,  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
precedent  to  be  good  authority,  what  docs  it  prove  in  this 
case?    I  apprehend  that  it  would  rather  make  against  than 
in  favor  of  a  bank.    We  find,  in  1811,  when  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  granted  in  1791  was  applied  for,  that  its  consti- 
tutionality was  discussed,  and  that  the  application  was  re- 
jected.   And  further,  when  the  bank  petitioned  Congress 
for  time  to  wind  up  its  affair*,  the  petition  was  referred  lo 
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a  committee  who  reported  against  the  application,  urging 
that  it  wa«  unconstitutional,  and  the  report  was  concurred 
in.  In  1813,  when  the  subject  of  a  bank  was  again  be- 
fore Congress,  and  while  under  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Webster,]  then  a  member  of  the  House, 
declared  in  his  place,  while  opposing  the  bank,  that  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  had  been  refused,  because  ii 
was  unconstitutional ;  and  Congress  again  decided  sgainst 
a  bank.  In  1832,  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  granted  iu 
1816  was  vetoed  by  the  late  President,  and  subsequently 
rejected  by  Congress,  both  alleging  that  ii  was  unconstitu- 
tional. So  that  the  precedents,  so  far  as  the  action  of  Con- 
gress is  concerned,  are  equal.  If  reference  be  had  to  the 
State*,  wo  shall  find  that  a  large  majority  of  them  have 
been  opposed,  on  constitutional  ground,  to  a  United  States 
bank.  Whatever  authority,  therefore,  may  attach  to  pre- 
cedent, makes  against  a  bank.  But  the  Supreme  Court 
has  decided  that  Congress  have  power  to  incorporate  a  bank; 
and  these  decisions  are  appealed  to  with  as  much  apparent 
triumph,  by  the  advocates  of  a  national  bank,  as  if  the  de- 
crees of  that  court  were  binding  on  Congress,  and  settled 
the  constitutional  flue-lion  forever.  Sir,  what  are  wo  to 
understand  from  this  1  Is  it  meant  to  be  insinuated  that 
the  three  departments  of  Government  are  not  co-ordinate, 
and  that  the  judiciary  is  clothed  with  the  exclusive  attri- 
butes of  supremacy  \  that  neither  the  Executive  nor  the 
Legislative  departments  are  allowed  to  judge  of  their  own 
powers,  when  acting  within  their  appropriate  spheres,  and 
in  the  dischsrge  of  their  official  duties  1  Is  it  intended 
that  the  understandings,  the  oaths,  and  the  consciences  of 
the  other  two  departments,  are  to  be  silenced  and  overawed 
by  the  despotic  fiat  of  the  bench  t  This  heretical,  servile, 
and  detestable  doctrine  is  industriously  propogaled,  I  am 
aware ;  not  boldly  and  openly,  but  clandestinely  and  in- 
sidiously, by  hints,  innuendoes,  and  mysterious  givings  out- 
God  forbid,  patriotism  forbid,  that  it  should  ever  be  acknowl- 
edged by  the  Executive  or  Legislative  departments,  or  re- 
ceived by  the  American  people.  For  one,  I  reject  it  with 
disdain.  I  deny,  and  defy  mortal  man  to  prove,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  can  settle  a  constitutional 
question  in  nny  other  than  in  a  judicial  sense.  It  cannot 
affect  legislation — cannot  control  the  decisions  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  Executive— cannot  control  the  sovereign  and  ab- 
solute power  of  the  people,  nor  of  their  representatives. 
It  is  just  as  much  the  province  of  Congress,  or  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, to  decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  any  matter 
that  may  properly  come  before  them  for  their  action,  as  it 
is  for  the  judiciary  when  it  comes  before  them  for  decision. 
Congress  is  no  more  bound  by  the  opinions  of  the  Supreme 
judges  thsn  arc  the  judges  by  the  opinions  of  Congress. 
The  constitution  vesta  "  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  msy  from 
time  to  lime  ordain  and  establish."  In  all  instances,  there- 
tore,  where  suits  are  prosecuted  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  of  which  the  courts  have  jurisdiction,  and  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  all  such  decisions  are  filial.  That 
being  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  the  parties  cannot  api  cal, 
but  in  all  cases  are  bound  to  elude  by  such  decision.  But, 
as  has  been  before  remarked,  no  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  can  be  obligatory  upon  either  of  the  other  co-oidi- 
nate  departments.  When  either  is  called  to  the  discharge 
of  its  appropriate  duties,  that  branch,  end  not  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  the  judge,  under  the  constitution,  of  iu  own  acts. 
Nor  arc  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  or  Legislative  de- 
partment* binding  upon  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  acting  within  their  appropriate  spheres.  So  long  as 
each  of  the  several  departments  acts  a*  a  check  upon  the 
other,  then  is  less  danger  of  the  abuse  of  power — whether 
springing  from  ignorance  or  unlawful  ambition.  But  it 
may  he  asked,  bow  constitutional  questions  are  to  be  settled 
in  ihc  event  of  a  non-conenrrenre  of  opinion  in  the  co-or- 


I  answer,  by  the  people  through  the 
For  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  emphatically  a  Government  of  the  people:  it 
emanates  from  the  people,  iu  powers  are  granted  by  the 
people,  and  are  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit ;  and,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  representative  department  is  concerned, 
in  pursuance  of  their  instructions,  whenever  thay  may 
think  pro|H>r  to  exercise  the  right.  All  the  departmenU  of 
Government,  the  Executive,  the  Legislative,  and  tb«  Ju- 
diciary, were  esublisbed  by  the  people  to  transact  their 
business,  agreeably  to  the  powers  bestowed.  Consequent- 
ly, when  contradictory  opinions  arc  entertained  by  the  sev- 
eral departments,  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  their  consti- 
tutional powers,  the  people  are  the  only  tribunal  to  which 
the  matter  iu  dispute  cau  be  properly  referred ;  and  their 
decision,  proclaimed  through  the  ballot  box,  must  be  final 
and  conclusive.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  doctrine  will 
not  bo  very  popular  in  certain  quarters ;  but  I  conceive  it, 
nevertheless,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  our  institutions,  and  maintainable  upon  sbict  democratic 
principles. 

It  being  admittod,  then,  that  the  several  departmenU  are 
co-ordinate,  and  their  opinions,  therefore,  not  binding  up- 
on each  other,  it  remains  to  be  considered  what  weight  is 
due  to  the  decisions  of  the  judiciary  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  United  Skate*  bank.  Sir,  whatever  impor- 
tance I  might  be  willing  tn  attach  to  the  opinions  of  such 
an  enlightened  tribunal  on  doubtful  and  intricate  »uhj 
I  am  unwilling  to  concede  to  them  a  controlling 
in  the  decision  of  a  question  like  the  one  under  i 
when  I  am  furnished  with  a  written  constitution  for  toy 
guide,  and  iu  which  every  delegated  power  U  distinctly  and 
accurately  deliueeted,  both  to  the  natural  and  tb*  mental 

6?  Sir,  I  hare  examined  this  instrument  intently,  anxiously, 
and,  I  trust,  honestly  ;  but  nowhere  do  I  find  in  it  a  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation.  Sir,  I  affirm,  and  hold 
that  I  am  able  to  maintain,  in  defiance  of  all  the  arts  of 
sophistry  and  mystification,  that  the  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution  did  ueither  grant  any  express  pow- 
er authorising  Congress  to  eharter  a  national  bank,  nor  in- 
tend that  any  power  whatever,  whether  incidental  or  oth- 
erwise, should  be  exercised  for  such  purpose.  And  further, 
that  the  convention  positively  rejected  a  direct  proposition 
to  empower  Congress  to  incorporate  a  national  bank,  and 
repeatedly  rejected  written  propositions  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation.  But  let  us  first  examine  for  a  moment  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  judiciary,  in  arguing  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a  national  bank.  By  reference  to  a  decision 
had  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  against  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, it  will  be  found  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
judiciary  rely,  are  substantially  the  same  which  prevailed 
in  1791,  and  ushered  into  being  the  first  United  States 
Bank-  The  main  point  of  the  argument  of  General  Ham- 
ilton, as  well  as  that  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  support  of 
the  constitutionality  of  a  hank,  turns  upon  the  alleged  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure.  The  judges,  as  I  understand  them, 
acknowledge  lite  absence  of  all  express  constitutional  au- 
thority, admit  that  the  power  can  only  be  derived  by  im- 
plication, and  only  exercised  on  the  ground  of  a  just  ne- 
cessity. That  is,  a  bank  is  constitutional,  if  it  be  necoaaaiy 
to  carry  into  execution  any  of  the  express  powers ;  but,  if 
not  necessary  to  that  end,  or  if  that  end  can  ba  attained 
by  other  appropriate  means,  (hen  it  is  not  constitutional, 
the  (tower  to  incorporate  n«t  being  expressly  grunted  to 
Congress.  Upon  this  hypothesis  Congress  have  no  con- 
stitutiuoal  power  to  charter  a  national  leak,  if  such  bank 
be  not  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary  to  the  < 
tion  of  a  specified  power.  Query :  would  < 
sity  of  the  measure  justify  iU  adoption, 
ment  tn  Uie  constitution  t  But,  sir,  it  yet  remains  to  lie 
shown  that  a  national  bank  is  an  essential  means  of  exocu- 
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ting  any  of  the  enumerated  powers;  and,  until  this  be  dune, 
the  opinions  of  the  judiciary  avail  nothing.  Whatever 
may  bo  the  general  principle  affirmed  by  them,  their  argu- 
ments neither  make  for  rfor  against  tho  constitutionality  of 
a  national  bank.  It  is  affirmed  by  the  8upreme  Court,  in 
the  cue  already  alluded  to,  that  "the  government  which 
has  a  right  to  do  an  act,  and  has  imposed  on  it  the  duty  of 
performing  that  act,  must  lie  allowed  to  select  the  means." 
Sir,  I  am  constrained  to  doubt  the  validity  of  this  doctrine 
when  carried  to  its  full  extent.  Suppose  we  put  it  to  the 
test.  It  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
"regulate  commerce."  Doea  it  follow  that  tbey  have  the 
right  to  make  use  of  what  means  they  please  in  order  to 
accomplish  that  end  1  If  so,  they  may  incorporate  a  com- 
pany lot  that  purpose,  alleging  that  an  act  of  incorporation 
is  a  necessary  mean  for  the  attainment  of  the  end  proposed. 
In  other  words,  that  the  regulation  of  commerce  could  not 
be  so  well  effected  in  any  other  way.  And  why  noil 
There  is  no  constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way  that  may 
not  be  surmounted  with  the  ladder  of  construction.  And 
if  Congress  should  only  happen  to  think  that  a  chartered 
company  would  be  the  best  mean  to  "regulate  commerce," 
what  would  there  be  to  prevent  such  incorporation  T  Ac- 
cording to  the  position  assumed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  you 
can  first  raise  this  power  from  an  incident,  and  then  con- 
ai  Jer  it  a  principal— confer  on  it  the  power  of  legislative  pro- 
creation, and  authorize  the  mother  institution  to  propane 
her  bastard  progeny  in  every  Slate  and  Territory  in  the 
Union.  And  why  not,  I  say  !  You  have  all  the  authori- 
ty in  favor  of  it  which  precedent  ran  furnish,  in  the  char- 
ter of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States  Bank.  That  in- 
stitution had  the  power  conferred  upon  it  by  Congress  of 
multiplying  it*  progeny  at  pleasure.  It  had  the  power,  by 
virtue  of  its  character,  to  establish  branch  banks,  without 
the  consent  of  the  States,  wheuever  and  wheresoever  it 
pleased.  It  bad  the  legislative  power  delegated  to  it  by 
Congress,  in  defiance  of  the  checks  and  restraints  which 
the  American  constitutions  interpose,  of  creating,  at  its  op- 
tion, other  banks  and  other  directors ;  snd  this  power  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  judiciary.  If  Congress  possessed 
the  constitutional  power  to  incorporate  a  moneyed  institu- 
tion, aucb  as  the  late  United  States  Bank,  it  may  also  pos- 
sess the  power  U>  charter  a  company,  and  endow  it  with 
the  faculty  of  legislative  fecundity,  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  Only  let  Congress  adopt  the  prin- 
ciple that  they  have  the  power  to  select  what  means  they 
please,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution  a  specific  power, 
and  all  the  limitations,  all  the  restrain ta  which  the  grant  of 
delegated  powers  impose,  are  broken  down  and  subverted 
forever.  Sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  consider 
this  doctrine  not  only  false,  but  dangerous  to  liberty.  Tho 
exercise  of  a  discretionsry  power,  in  the  selection  of  means, 
must  necessarily  be  limited  to  such  means  as  are  strictly 
proper ;  and  no  means  that  are  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  our  Government  is  founded,  can  be 
proper,  however  convenient  they  may  be.  A  chartered 
monopoly  is  not,  cannot  be  a  proper  mean  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect any  of  the  enda  of  a  Government  based  on  the  princi- 
ples of  political  equality.  Would  you  consider  the  exer- 
cise of  exclusive  political  privileges  as  an  appropriate  means 
to  promote  the  principle  of  equal  political  rights  1  The 
idea  ia  absurd  on  the  very  face  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  wantonly  aasail  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  judiciary.  I  trust  that  I  am  capable  of  fairly 
and  honestly  appreciating  the  character  of  that  enlightened 
and  honorable  tribunal.  But  however  highly  I  may  es- 
teem them  for  purity  of  purpose  and  integrity  of  character, 
I  cannot,  with  the  evidence  before  me,  regard  them  aa  un- 
erring in  judgment ;  and  I  trust  that  the  day  ia  far  distant 
when  they  will  be  recognised  by  Congress,  or  the  American 
peopje,  as  a  body  of  infallible*.  Sir,  I  believe  that  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that  the  circumstances  which  surround 
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and  necessarily  operate  upon  the  American  judiciary,  are 
unpropitioua  to  liberty  ;  the  nature  of  their  office,  the  ten- 
ure by  which  it  is  held,  and  the  fact  of  their  non -account- 
ability to  the  people,  must,  on 'the  known  principles  of  hu- 
man nature,  have  a  tendency  to  render  them  covetous  of 
power,  arbitrary,  and  despotic.  Nor  is  this  all.  Indoc- 
trinated from  their  youth  in  the  principles  snd  prejudices 
of  EnglUh  jurists;  educated  in  English  books;  ever  con- 
sulting English  authorities;  constantly  familiar  with  mo- 
narchical doctrines ;  in  a  word,  all  the  laws  of  mental  as- 
sociation, under  which  their  intellects  arc  reared  and  fash- 
ioned, are  inimical  to  that  broad-based  and  high-toned  free- 
dom which  the  American  people  delight  to  cherish.  Nor 
will  the  truth  of  this  position  be  doubted  or  denied  by  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  past;  who  have 
atudied  the  springs  of  human  action  ;  reflected  upon  the 
nature  of  human  power;  and  observed  its  constant  prone- 
ness  to  enlarge  or  overleap  its  boundaries.  But  why  appeal 
to  hypotheses,  when  I  csu  so  readily  summon  facts  to  my 
aid  !  The  history  of  the  8upreme  Court  is  rife  with  testi- 
mony directly  to  the  point.  By  a  careful  examination  and 
analysis  of  its  decisions,  it  will  be  found  that  they  have,  in 
most  instances,  leaned  to  the  aide  of  federal  power ;  over- 
looked the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  of  the  Stales ;  and  evin- 
ced a  strong  and  uniform  bias  for  a  consolidated  Govern- 
ment The  alien  and  sedition  lawa — notoriously  unconsti- 
tutional, and  so  pronounced  by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the 
American  people — received  the  sanction  of  that  court.  The 
aedilion,  or  "gag  law,"  made  it  an  offence,  punishable  by 
indictment,  to  publish  any  thing  which  even  bad  a  tenden- 
cy to  bring  into  disrepute  the  officers  of  the  Government; 
and  many  worthy  and  patriotic  citizens  were,  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  nefarious  law,  incarcerated  for  daring  to  com- 
plain of  the  oprcsaiona  of  iheir  rulers.  And  this  law,  un- 
constitutional as  it  was,  and  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  and  of  the  principles  of  our  Government  as  it  was, 
received  the  judicial  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Sir, 
I  will  hazard  the  declaration,  and  without  the  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that,  if  all  the  prinriplea  which  have  received 
the  aanction  of  the  judiciary  were  now  in  full  force  and 
operation,  the  American  people,  bereft  of  all  the  blessings 
of  a  free  constitution,  would,  at  this  moment,  be  writhing 
under  the  unmitigated  oppressions  of  a  heartless,  ruthless 
despotism.  And  yet,  sir,  strsnge  as  it  may  ap|iear,  there 
are  those  among  us,  notwithstanding  their  knowledge  of 
thia  truth,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  judicial  libels  upon 
the  constitution,  which  are  plain  to- their  eyes  and  to  iheir 
understandings,  who  slill  cleave  to  that  tribunal  with  all  the 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  infatuation— regard  it  as  the  exclu- 
sive depository  of  wisdom,  of  freedom,  of  patriotism — and 
its  decrees  as  infallible,  fixed,  and  immutable,  aa  the  fiat 
ol  fate. 

But,  sir,  I  will  briag  the  decisions  of  the  judiciary  to  a 
decisive  test,  vis:  the  int  ntions  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution with  regard  to  such  institution.  And  here,  then, 
I  wish  it  to  be  Ivorne  in  mind,  that  the  judiciary  have  uni- 
formly admitted  that  the  power  to  incorporate  a  nation  a| 
bunk  was  not  among  the  enumerated  powera  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  that  it  could  only  be  derived  by  implication. 
In  admitting  that  the  power  in  question  was  an  implied 
and  not  an  express  power,  they  necessarily  assume  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  intended  to  vest  in  Congress 
a  power  which  tbey  omitted  to  specify ;  for  surely  it  could 
not  be  pretended  by  an  intelligent  body  of  men,  such  as 
compose  out  judiciary,  that  Congress  possessed  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  do  an  act  which  the  constitution  nowhere 
expressly  authorizes,  and  which  the  framers  of  that  instru- 
ment evidently  intended  to  interdict.  This  doctrine  of 
construction,  therefore,  rests  entirely  upon  the  known  or 
supposed  intentions  of  the  convention  which  framed  tho 
constitution.  It  is  incumbent,  therefore,  on  those  who 
allege,  in  the  absence  of  aU  direct  authority,  that  Congress 
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possess  an  implied  power  to  incorporate  a  national  batik, 
to  show,  at  least,  that  the  convention  did  not  intentionally 
withhold  the  said  power  from  Congress.  Now,  t«ir,  if  thin 
cannot  be  done,  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  the  t  uhject  in  question  wo*  agitated  in  the  convention 
which  framed  the  constitution;  that  proposition*  were  there 
made  to  invest  Congress  wilh  power  to  charter  a  bank,  and 
that  all  propositions  having  that  object  in  view  were  re 
jected  by  the  convention,  it  necessarily  follows  that  Con- 
gress possess  no  such  power,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. I  then  take  this  ground  :  that,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  express  constitutional  authority  given  to  Congress  to 
charter  a  bank,  and  as  the  framcrs  of  the  constitution  re- 
peatedly and  deliberately  rejected  nil  propositions  to  vest 
In  Congress  power  to  grant  acts  of  incorporation  of  what- 
ever description,  Congress,  therefore,  are  as  virtually  and 
morally  prohibited  from  granting  a  bank  charter  (in  its  na- 
tional capacity)  as  if  the  constitution  contained  an  express 
prohibitory  clause  with  regard  to  it.  I  repeat  that  this  is 
my  ground ;  and  if  I  can  show  that  the  framcrs  of  the  con- 
stitution did  not  intend  to  vest  in  Congress  ]<ower  to  grant 
acts  of  incorporation  of  any  kind,  but  designedly  withheld 
auch  power,  then  the  constitutional  right  to  charter  a  bank 
does  not,  and  cannot,  belong  to  Congress.  In  order  to 
show  what  were  the  views  entertained  on  the  subject  of  a 
national  bank,  as  well  as  of  every  other  species  of  melio- 
ration, by  the  framcrs  of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  consult  the  journal  of  the  convention,  as  well  as  the 
statements  of  several  of  the  delegate*  after  the  convention 
rose.  But,  previous  to  introducing  these  authorities,  I 
will  state — what  is  already  known  to  the  committee — that 
there  were  two  parties  in  the  convention,  who  held  oppo- 
sing views  relative  to  the  form  nnd  character  of  the  gov- 
ernment proposed  to  be  established.  The  one  advocated  a 
supreme  national  or  consolidated,  the  other  a  federal  form 
of  government.  The  latter  eventually  triumphed.  The 
friends  of  a  supreme  government,  aflcr  being  defeated  in  all 
their  direct  effort*,  endeavored  to  accomplish  their  purpose 
by  indirect  means,  as  fully  appears  by  the  following  extract 
from  "Taylor's  New  Views  of  the  Constitution  :" 

"  August  18.  ft  wos  proposed  to  empower  the  Legis- 
lature ot  the  United  Slates,  (the  word  national  Is  now  dropt,) 
'  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  in  cases  where  the  pub- 
lic good  may  require  them,  and  the  authority  of  a  single 
Slate  may  bo  incompetent ;  to  establish  a  university ;  to 
encourage,  by  proper  premiums  and  provisions,  the  advance- 
ment of  useful  knowledge  and  discoveries ;  to  establish 
seminaries  for  the  promotion  of  literature  and  the  arts  and 
sciences;  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation;  to  establish 
institutions,  rewards,  and  immunities,  for  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures;  and  to  regulate 
stages  on  the  post-roads,'  which,  with  other  propositions, 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  July  23d. 

" September  14.  'Question.  To  grant  letters  of  incor- 
poration for  canals,  et  cetera  ;  negatived.  To  establish  a 
university;  negatived.' 

"  Their  rejection  was  a  necessary  eonseqnenre  of  sub- 
stituting a  federal  for  the  national  Government,  zealously 
contended  for,  from  the  29th  of  May  to  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember. It  was  obvious  that  powers  to  establish  corporations, 
prescribe  the  mode  of  education,  patronise  local  improve- 
ments, and  bestow  rewards  and  immunities  for  the  promo- 
tie  n  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  would 
certainly  swallow  up  a  federal,  and  introduce  a  national 
government.  When,  therefore,  a  federal  system  obtained 
the  preference,  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the 
high  degree  of  intelligence  possessed  by  the  member*  of  the 
convention,  to  have  permitted  their  determination  to  be 
dvfr*tited  by  these  indirect  attempts.  1  his  intelligence  was 
assailed  by  the  soothing  but  insidious  restriction,  that  the 
powers  to  incorporate,  grant  exclusive  privileges,  and  exer- 


cise every  species  of  patronage,  were  only  to  be  exercised 
*  in  cases  where  the  public  good  moy  require  it.*  The  same 
soothing  but  insidious  argument  is  now  addressed  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  public,  to  justify  on  exercise  of  the  very 
power*  which  the  intelligence  of  the  convention  withheld 
from  a  federal  government ;  and  whether  the  promise  of 
public  good  has  been  fallacious  or  fulfilled  by  the  monop- 
olies of  currency,  of  manufactures,  and  the  extension  of 
federal  patronage,  the  public  can  decide.  Yet,  whatever 
may  have  be<-n  their  temporary  effect,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
enlightened  framcrs  of  the  constitution  considered  the  con- 
dition of  public  good,  as  an  enlargement  nnd  not  a  restric- 
tion of  power;  and  that  it  would  defeat  all  the  limitations 
of  the  constitution,  by  which  a  federal  government  could 
be  formed  or  sustained.  It  was  a  pretext*  which  would  6t 
every  encroachment  or  usurpation  ;  and  no  powers  could  he 
more  indefinite  and  sovereign  than  those  of  granting  ex- 
clusive privileges,  bestowing  rewards  and  immunities  upon 
the  three  comprehensive  interests  of  society,  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  and  patronising  capitalists, 
paupers,  knowledge,  and  ignorance.  Such  a  nest  of  powers, 
though  exhibited  as  sleeping  in  the  bed  of  public  good,  bore 
so  strong  a  resemblance  to  the  old  bed  of  justice  in  France, 
which  was  the  repository  of  evil  as  well  as  good,  that  they 
were  all  rejected.  It  was  evident  that  they  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  re-hatch  the  strangled  notional  form  of  government ; 
and  the  convention  having  finally  preferred  the  federal  form, 
thought  that  no  good  to  the  public  could  result  from  *urh 
powers,  which  would  recompense  it  for  the  evils  it  would 
sustain  from  the  subversion  of  that  form.  The  convention 
saw,  that  if  Congress  could  exercise  such  powers  for  the 
public  good,  it  might,  upon  the  same  giound,  usurp  nny 
power*  whatsoever,  and,  in  rejecting  the  propositions,  de- 
cided between  investing  that  body  wilh  a  general  or  limited 
federal  authority.  Hence  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
;  was  nut  intended  to  revive  the  rejected  propositions  to  em- 
i  power  Congress  to  bestow  rewards  upon  agriculture,  com- 
■  merce,  and  manufactures.  Hence  the  rejected  proposition, 
to  empower  Congress  to  direct  the  exercise  of  the  judicial 
power,  cannot  enable  it  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  And,  for  the  some  reason,  a  power  to 
make  war  cannot  revive  the  rejected  power  to  make  canals, 
or  to  perform  any  of  those  et  ceteras,  whatever  t^ey  were, 
referred  to  by  the  journal.  If  these  sweeping  and  indefinite 
sovereign  powers,  or  all  powers  thought  by  those  who  ex- 
ercise them  to  be  necessary  for  the  public  good,  with  an  et 
cetera  besides,  though  protmsed  and  rejected,  do  yet  pass 
to  Congress  under  the  constitution,  then  the  battle  between 
the  national  and  federal  parties  in  the  convention  termina- 
ted quite  contrary  to  the  usual  course  of  things ;  the  van- 
quished were  victorious,  and  the  victorious  were  vanquish- 
ed ;  and  if  they  were  now  alive,  one  party  would  he  as  much 
surprised  to  discover,  that  it  had  curried  the  consolidating 
propositions  which  it  bnd  lost,  as  the  other,  that  K  had  lost 
the  federal  principles  which  it  carried  The  spectacle  of 
the  slain  rising  up  alive,  and  the  living  falling  down  dead, 
could  not  have  been  expected  by  either. 

"No  powers  can  be  more  sovereign  and  arbitrary,  than 
those  of  deciding  and  doing  whatever  may  administer  to  the 
public  good,  and  of  pilfering  private  property  by  privileges, 
partialities,  piemiums,  monopolies,  rewards,  and  immunities; 
nor  more  capable  of  reaching  any  end.  Had  the  rejection  of 
such  powers  been  unnecessary  for  live  security  of  a  federal 
form  of  government,  the  convention  might  have  still  l»een 
justifiable  for  the  act,  as  deeming  them  tyrannical,  fraudulent, 
and  oppressive.  Did  the  convention  reject  them  in  fact,  and 
replant  them  in  masquerade  !  I  discern  no  evidence  in  the 
journal  to  excite  such  a  suspicion.  Colonel  Hamilton,  far 
from  discerning  the  supposed  ingenuity  of  sinking  a  national 
form  of  government  in  a  lake  of  obscurity,  to  be  fished  up 
by  a  long  line  of  constructions,  when  it  might  be  safer  to 
avow  the  intentions,  seems  to  have  quitted  the  convention 
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in  despair,  soon  after  the  failure  of  hi*  project.  Mr.  Run- 
dolph,  undoubtedly  influenced  by  having  lost  his  plan  also, 
refused  to  sign  the  constitution.  And  though  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  Colonel  Hamilton  both  signed  it,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph supported  it  in  the  Virginia  convention,  they  mu*t 
have  been  influenced  by  the  patriotic  motive  of  effecting 
wmc  good,  though  they  could  not  accomplish  all  which 
they  attempted.  Theae  are  strobf*" reasons  to  prove  that 
the  gentlemen  who  contended  for  a  supreme  national  gov- 
ernment, and  •/  whose  propositions  for  that  purpose  not 
one  wm  adopted  by  the  convention,  did  not  imagine  they 
bad  succeeded." 

It  appears  that  the  indirect  and  insidious  means  (which 
were  intended  to  be  exercised  through  the  medium  of  in- 
corporations and  exclusive  privileges)  of  the  consolida- 
tion isU,  to  establish  a  supreme  national  government, 
shared  the  same  fate  in  the  convention  as  did  their  more 
open  and  direct  effort*.  But,  sir,  let  ua  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  evidence,  on  the  point  in  question,  in  the  order 
in  which  it  stands  on  the  journal  of  the  convention  :  On 
the  29th  of  May,  the  third  day  after  the  convention  had 
formed  a  quorum,  Mr.  Pinckney,  delegate  from  South 
Carolina,  submitted  the  plan  of  a  constitution,  in  which 
he  proposed  to  bestow  on  Congress  the  power,  ♦'to bor- 
row money,"  dec.,  dec.  After  various  propositions,  plans, 
and  resolutions,  had  been  sufficiently  debated, 

"It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention  for  the  establuhment  of  a  national  govern- 
ment, except  what  respects  the  supreme  executive,  be  rc- 


the  report  on  this  system  as  made  by  the  committee  of  de- 
t.iil.  When  we  cuine  to  this  part  of  the  report,  a  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  'to  emit  bills  of  credit;' 
against  the  motion  wc  urged,  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  deprive  the  Congress  of  that  power ;  that  it  would  be  a 
novelty  unprecedented  to  establish  a  government  which 
should  not  have  such  authority.  That.it  was  impossible 
to  look  forward  into  futurity  no  far  as  to  decide  that  events 
might  not  happen  that  should  render  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  absolutely  necessary ;  and  that  wo  doubted, 
whether  if  a  war  should  take  place  it  would  be  possible  tor 
this  country  to  defend  itoelf,  without  having  recourse  to 
paper  credit,  in  which  case  there  would  lie  a  necessity  of 
becomit.g  a  prey  to  our  enemies,  or  violating  the  cuiiMilu- 
Uon  of  our  Government ;  and  that,  considering  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government  would  be  principally  in  tho 
hand*  of  the  wealthy,  there  could  be  little  rcuson  to  fear 
an  abuse  of  the  power  by  an  unnecessary  or  injurious  ex- 
ercise of  it.  But,  sjr,  a  majority  of  the  convention,  being 
wise  beyond  every  event,  and  Wing  willing  to  ri.-k  any 
political  evil  rather  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  paper  emission, 
in  any  possible  case,  refused  to  trust  this  authority  to  a 
government,  to  which  they  were  lavishing  the  most  un- 
limited powers  of  taxation,  and  to  the  mercy  of  which 
they  were  willing  blindly  to  trust  the  liberty  and  properly 
of  the  citizens  of  every  State  in  the  union ;  and  they 
erased  that  clause  from  the  system."—  kllioCt  Debates, 
vol.  I,  p.  413. 

"  By  the  tenth  section  every  State  is  prohibited  from 
fcrred  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  aconsti-    emitting  bills  of  credit.    As  it  was  reported  by  the  com- 


totion,  conformably  to  the  proceedings  aforesaid ;  which 
rwsed  annnimousiy  in  the  affirmative." 
On  the  24th  of  July,  the  committee,  consisting  of  five, 
•ere  chosen,  and  on  trie  6th  of  August,  the  committee  re- 
ported the  "draught  of  a  constitution,*'  and*  among  other 
powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  Congress,  were  the  follow- 
ing: "To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  and 
emit  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  Iflth  of  August,  when  this  "  draught  of  a  consti- 
tution" was  under  discussion,  and  particularly  the  power 
last  above  mentioned, 

"ft  was  moved  and  seconded  to  strike  out  the  words 
*  and  emit  hills'  out  of  the  eighth  clause  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  seventh  article;  which  passed  in  the  affirma- 


"Ya*n,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  9.  Nats,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  2." 

The  convention,  after  having  denied  to  Congress  the 
power  to  emit  bills  of  credit — which  power  had  been  pos- 
sessed by  the  confederation— deemed  proper  to  extend 
a  like  prohibition  to  the  Stale  governments;  this  aubject 
wa»  decided  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  when  the  12th 
•rude  was  under  consideration  : 

"  It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  insert  the  words  'nor 
emit  bills  of  credit,'  after  the  word  '  money,'  which 
passed  in  the  affirmative." 

On  the  I8lh  of  August,  as  has  already  been  shown, 
fferent  propositions  were  made  to  authorize  Con- 
i  to  grant  acts  of  Incorporation,  and  were  both  reject- 
ed. On  the  14th  of  September,  the  power  to  create  cor- 
porations was  again  proposed  to  be  vested  in  Congress, 
but  was  again,  and  for  the  third  and  last  time  rejected. 
(Sec  journal.)  Thus  far  the  journal  of  the  convention.  I 
would  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  members  of  the  convention. 

Luther  Martin,  a  delegate  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  his  disclosures  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  makes 
the  following  remarks : 

"  By  our  original  articles  of  confederation,  the  Con- 
grrss  have  power  to  borrow  money  and  emit  bills  of  credit 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States ;  agreeable  to  which  was 


mittee  of  detail,  the  Slates  were  only  prohibited  from  emit- 
ting them  without  the  consent  of  Congress  :  but  ihe  con- 
vention was  so  smitten  with  the  paper  money  dread,  that 
they  insisted  the  prohibition  should  be  abtolute.  It  was 
my  opinion,  sir,  that  the  States  ought  not  to  be  totally  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  that  us  we 
bad  not  given  an  authority  to  the  General  Government 
for  that  purpose,  it  was  the  more  necessary  to  retain  it  in 
the  States.  I  considered  that  this  State,  and  some  others, 
have  formerly  received  great  benefit  from  puper  emissions, 
and  that  if  public  and  private  credit  should  once  more  be 
restored,  such  emissions  may  hereafter  be  equally  advan- 
tageous ;  and  further,  that  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  that 
events  may  not  lake  place  which  shall  render  paper  money 
of  absolute  necessity  :  and  it  was  my  opinion  if  this  power 
was  not  to  be  exercised  by  a  State  without  the  permission 
of  the  General  Government,  it  ought  to  be  satisfactory  even 
to  those  who  were  the  most  haunted  by  the  apprehensions 
of  pap*r  money ;  I  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  vote 
against  this  ['art  of  the  system. 

"  The  same  section  also  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  States  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or  to  pass  ony  law  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts."— Ib.  p.  423. 

"  March  the  ll/A,  1798.— When  the  bonk  bill  was  un- 
der discussion  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Judge 
Wilson  came  in,  and  was  standing  by  Baldwin.  Bald- 
win reminded  him  of  the  following  fact  which  passed  in 
•the  grand  convention.'  Among  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers given  to  Congress,  was  one  to  erect  corporations.  It 
was,  on  debate,  struck  out.  Several  particular  powers  were 
then  proposed.  Among  others,  Robert  Morris  proposed 
to  give  Congress  a  power  to  establish  a  national  bank. 
Gouvcrneur  Mortis  opposed  it,  observing  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  the  constitution  tbey  were  fra- 
ming could  ever  be  passed  at  all  by  the  people  of  America  ; 
that  to  give  it  its  best  chance,  however,  they  should  make 
it  a*  palatable  as  possible,  and  put  nothing  into  it  not  very 
essential,  which  might  raise  up  enemies ;  that  bis  colleague 
[Robert  Morris]  well  knew  that  *  a  bank'  was  in  their 
State  (Pennsylvania)  the  very  watch- word  of  party  ;  that 
a  bank  had  been  the  great  bone  of  contention  between  tho 
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two  parties  of  the  8iate,  from  the  establishment  of  their 
constitution,  having  been  erected,  put  down,  erected  again, 
oa  either  party  preponderated  ;  that,  therefore,  to  insert 
thia  power,  would  instantly  enliat  againat  the  wbole  in- 
strument, the  whole  of  the  onli-batik 'party  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Whereupon,  it  was  rejected,  as  waa  every  other 
special  power,  except  that  of  giving  copy-righta  to  authors, 
and  patent*  to  inventors  ;  the  general  power  of  incorpora- 
ting being  whittled  down  to  ihia  shred.  Wilson  agreed 
to  the  fact." — Teffer  son's  Memoirs. 

Now,  air,  lei  us  conaiUor,  for  a  moment,  the  several 
statements  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  convention,  and 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  connexion  with  the  evidence  contain- 
ed in  the  journal,  and  ace  if  an  array  of  teatimony  be  not 
presented  in  opposition  to  tho  unfounded  and  impudent 
assumption — that  it  waa  the  intention  of  the  convention 
to  authorize  Congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit"— that  ia 
decisive  and  overwhelming.  It  appear*  by  the  disclosures 
of  Luiher  Martin,  as  well  as  by  the  original  journal,  that 
proposiiione  were  repeatedly  made  in  the  convention,  to 
authorize  Congress  to  emit  "  bill*  of  credit,"  and  that  all 
propositions  to  that  effect  were  moat  signally  rejected  !  Il 
ia  expressly  stated  by  the  attorney  general  of  Maryland, 
that  a  majority  of  the  convention  "  were  willing  to  risk 
any  political  evil,  rather  than  admit  the  idea  of  a  paper 
emission  in  any  poasible  caso ;"  and  tha:  they  (the  con- 
vention) "erased  '.hat  claute  from  the  system."  And 
again,  when  speaking  of  the  extension  of  the  prohibition 
to  the  State*,  he  remarks:  that  "  the  convention  were  so 
smitten  with  the  paper  money  dread,  that  they  instated  the 
prohibition  ahould  be  absolute!"  80  that  both  Congress 
and  the  States,  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  prohibited  by 
the  constitution  from  "emitting  bills  of  credit ;"  or  from 
issuing  paper  money,  "in  any  possible  case."  It  ia  con- 
tended by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  "  Considerations  on  the 
Currency,"  &c,  that  bank  bills  and  bills  of  credit  are  one 
and  the  same  thing.  He  remark*:  "  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  prohibit*  every  State  from  issuing  bills 
of  credit :  now,  the  billa  emitted  by  a  bank,"  he  adds, 
"are  to  all  'intent*  and  purposes  bill*  of  credit."  And 
hence  he  concludes,  that  the  8tate  which  creates  such 
bank,  violatea  the  constitution.  If  the  bills  issued  by 
8tate  banks,  are  to  all  intents  and  purposee  "bills  of  cred- 
it," in  the  constitutional  sense,  as  Mr.  Gallatin  contend* — 
and  I  am  not  disposed  to  dispute  the  point  with  him  at 
present — then  would  billa  issued  by  a  United  Slates  bank, 
also  be  bills  of  credit.  If  a  State,  therefore,  by  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  or  by  incorporating  a  bank  for  that  purpose, 
violates  the  constitution,  Congress  by  doing  the  same 
thing,  equally  violate*  that  instrument  ;  because,  as  has 
already  been  shown,  the  power  to  "  emit  bills  of  credit" 
was  withheld  from  Congress  as  well  a*  from  the  State*. 
The  reason  why  a  prohibitory  clause  was  not  incorporated 
into  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  as 
well  a*  to  the  State  government*,  is  obvious.  By  the 
article*  of  confederation,  Congress  were  expressly  autho- 
rized to  «•  emit  billa  of  credit."  Thia  power  had  been  ex- 
ercised by  Congress,  and  the  evil  effects  resulting  from  it, 
in  the  shape  of  continental  money,  were  in  evidence  be- 
fore the  members  of  the  convention  at  the  time  of  framing 
the  constitution.  The  frarners  of  the  conalitution,  ad- 
moniahed  by  the  history  of  the  past,  wisely  and  patrioti- 
cally endeavored  to  guard  their  country  from  a  similar  evil 
in  future,  by  excluding  from  the  new  constitution,  the 
power  which  had  been  conferred  on  Congress  by  the  arti- 
cle* of  confederation,  as  well  aa  by  prohibiting  tho  exer- 
cise of  that  power  to  the  State  governments. 

Congress  are,  by  the  constitution,  not  only  deprived  of 
the  power  or  "emitting  bill*  of  credit,"  or  of  "issuing  pa- 
per money  in  any  possible  case,"  but  expressly  limited  in 
the  exercise  of  their  power,  with  regard  to  the  currency, 
to  the  coining  of  gold  and  ailvcr,  and  to  the  regulation  of 
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the  value  of  foreign  coin.  And  when  Congress  have  done 
this,  they  have  done  all  that  the  conalitution  requires  or 
permit*  Ihem  to  do  on  the  aubject  of  the  currency. 

Having  shown  that  the  power  to  "emit  bills  of  credit" 
ia  not  delegated  to  Congress,  and  lhataucb  wa*  the  "  dread 
of  paper  money"  entertained  by  the  convention,  that  they 
withheld  irom  C  yg«*»  the  power  to  issue,  or  cause  to  be 
issued,  such  inonr-  "  in  any  possible  case,"  I  might  dis- 
miss this  part  of  t,e  aubject  without  further  remark;  but  as 
it  is  my  wish  to  put  an  emi.to  all  doubt  and  cavil,  I  will, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  using  tedioua  repetitions,  again  refer 
to  the  important  fact,  that  it  wa*  repeatedly  propoposed  in 
convention  to  vest  Congress  with  power  to  grant  charters) 
of  incorporation,  and  that  all  auch  propositions  were  reject- 
ed in  every  instance,  and  under  every  modification.  This 
position  ha*  been  fully  established  by  the  journal  of  the 
convention,  a«  has  been  already  shown,  aa  well  aa  by  the 
statements  of  aide  and  honorable  members  of  that  body. 
Mr.  Madiaon,  in  bis  reply  to  General  Hamilton'e  arguments 
in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  ioforma  us  that  "a  power  to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation  had  been  proposed  in  the 
convention,  and  rejected.''  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Wil- 
son, both  distinguished  members  of  the  federal  conven- 
tion, have  informed  us,  through  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  among 
the  enumerated  powers  («*  proposed  to  be)  given  to  Con- 
greas,  was  one  to  erect  corporations,"  and  that  "  it  waa,  on 
deliberation,  atruck  out.  And  further,  that  "Robert 
Morris  proposed  to  give  Congress  power  to  establish  a  na- 
tional bank,"  and  that  the  proposition  waa  opposed  by 
Guuveneur  Morris,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  unpop- 
ular with  the  people.  'Ztlis  proposition  was  also  rejected  by 
the  convention.  Well,  sir,  we  are  at  length  enabled  sat- 
isfactorily to  determine  whether  a  power  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation  be  a  sul»  tinlive  or  incidental  power.  That 
it  was  not  regarded  as  on  incidental  power  by  thoae 


bera  of  the  convention  v.  ho  were  the  advocates  of 
rations,  ia  evident  from  the  fact  that  they  proposed  to  class 
it  with  the  enumerated  and  substantive  powers.  And  that 
it  was  not  considered  as  incidental  by  those  members  who 
opposed  it,  is  equally  manifest  from  the  reason*  urged  by 
them  ia  debate  againat  it.  They  opposed  it,  not  on  the 
ground  that  it  could  be  derived  by  implication,  but  on  the 
broad  democratic  principle  that  il  was  incompatible 
the  character  of  the  government  which  they  bad  been 
egated  to  establish,  and  because  it*  exercise  would  be 
gerou*  10  the  libertie*  of  the  people.  The  position  assumed 
by  the  judiciary,  therefore,  that  the  power  to  charter  a  na- 
tional bauk  is  an  incidental  power,  ia  condemned  and  con- 
tradicted by  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  convention.  The 
convention,  by  deiilwrately  withholding  from  Congress  the 
power  10  grant  charters  of  incorporation  for  both  general 
and  special  purposes,  thereby  clearly  and  indisputably  dis- 
countenanced and  condemned  the  principle.  Yes,  sir,  it 
wa*  the  principle  of  exclusive  privilege*  and  of  chaneted 
monopolies  to  which  they  were  opposed,  and  which  tbey 
promptly,  sternly  rejected,  as  often  as  introduced,  and  in 
whatsoever  shspe  presented.  And  will  it  be  preteuded  tbst 
the  authors  of  the  constitution,  after  having  thus  repeatedly 
and  unqualifiedly  disapproved  and  repudiated  the  principle, 
still  recognised  and  approved  it  in  the  shape  ol'  a  bank 
charter — in  ita  most  dangerous,  revolting,  end  maUgnsnt 
sspeel  1  Wh<>  is  prepared  to  accuse  the  authors  of  the 
constitution  with  such  palpable  inconsistency,  or  culpable 
duplicity  1  Sir,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  the  man 
who  ufTirms  that  the  frainere  of  the  conalitution,  after  hav- 
ing rejected  all  propositions  to  grant  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion, whether  for  general  or  special  purposes,  intended,  at 
the  same  time,  to  authorize  Congress  to  charter  a  national 
bank,  holds  in  light  estimation,  either  the  character  of  tbst 
body,  or  hi*  own  honor. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  will,  in  a  few  word*,  conclude  my  re- 
of  the  aubject.    It  is  admitted  on  all 


Digitized  by  Google 


1613 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1614 


Oct.  IS,  1887.] 


Sub-Trtaeury  Bill. 


[H.  or  R. 


that  our*  u  a  Government  of  specific,  and  Untiled 
In  the  language  of  the  constitution,  "  The  pow- 
I  to  tho  United  8tates  liy  the  constitution, 

to  the  States 


nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Stale*,  are 
respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

Tbe  power  to  grant  charter*  of  incorporation  was  not 
dr  legated  to  Congress,  nor  intended  to  be  so,  by  the  con- 
vention which  formed  the  constitution,  and,  consequently, 
cannot  be  exercised  without  violating  that  instrument. 
And,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  this  fact,  with  a  full  and 
jMrfoct  understanding  that  the  convention  purposely  with- 
held from  Congress  the  power  to  44  emit  bills  of  credit,"  or 
p < per  money,  " in  sny  possible  case;"  that  they  also  pro- 
hibited the  granting  of  charters  of  incorporation  of  every 
kind  and  description ;  I  cannot,  I  say,  with  ail  the  inform- 
ation before  me,  consent  to  vote  in  favor  of  any  incorpora- 
tion, and  especially  a  bank  charter,  which  stands  doubly 
condemned  by  the  frame rs  of  the  constitution.  No,  sir: 
were  I  to  do  so,  with  the  evidence  before  me,  I  should  coo- 
eider  that  I  had  sinned  against  light  and  knowledge — sin- 
ned past  recovering  and  past  forgiveness,  and  should  ever 
regard  myself  a*  a  perjured  man— perjured  both  in  the  eyes 
of  God  and  of  my  country. 

But,  air,  the  American  people  are  opposed  to  a  national 
bank.  The  knowledge  of  this  fact— and  no  man  can  plend  j 
ignorance  with  'regard  to  it— I  should  suppose  would  be  a 
su trident  reason  why  the  people's  representatives  should 
opiHJsc  it.  For  my  own  part,  sir,  were  I  to  support  any 
measure  which  has  been  ao  gpnerslly  and  emphatically  con- 
demned by  tbe  people,  I  should  consider  that  I  had  grossly 
outraged  public  opinion,  insulted  the  majesty  of  the  peo- 
ple, disregarded  their  express  wishes,  and  betrayed  their 
best  intereata.  And,  sir,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  claims  to  be  a  republican — who 
professes  to  entertain  a  due  regard  for  public  opinion,  and 
a  willingness  to  act  in  obedience  to  the  expressed  will  of 
the  majority — can  possibly  yield  his  support  to  a  measure 
that  ha*  been  so  recently,  so  repeatedly,  and  so  signally 
condemned  by  that  majority.  Shall  I  be  told  that  the  peo- 
ple would  take  this  now  institution  into  favor,  provided  it 
were  established,  and  that  they  would  cherish  and  sustain 
it  hereafter !  Let  not  gentlemen  lay  the  •«  flattering  unc- 
tion to  their  souls."  No,  air,  the  history  of  the  late  bank 
is  too  fresh  in  their  recollections.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  too  prudent  and  too  wise  not  to  be  admonished  and 
profited  by  the  teachings  of  the  past.  They  are  too  jealous 
of  their  rights— too  much  enamored  of  liberty,  to  regard 
with  favor  a  monster  that  might,  at  its  pleasure,  violate 
those  righto  and  crush  that  liberty.  And  gentlemen  who 
act  upon  the  supposition  that  the  American  people  w'll 
ever  become  the  friends  and  willing  supporter*  of  an  insti- 
tution so  hostile  to  the  spin'  of  freedom,  err  as  widely  as 
would  have  erred  the  friends  of  the  infant  Bacchus,  had 
ihev  commended  him  to  tho  arms  of  Juno  for  succor  and 


and  how  were  they  constituted  and  appointed  conservators 
and  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  that  they  thua  ape 
the  language  of  supremacy,  and  assume  tbe  tone  of  oracu- 
lar wisdom !  Have  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people  bad 
sufficient  experience,  with  regard  to  a  national  bank?  have 
they  not  felt  its  benefits  and  its  evils,  its  advantages  and 
disadvantage*;  and  have  they  not  condemned  it— I  had  al- 
most said  with  the  voice  of  unanimity  ?  And  shall  they  be 
deemed  incompetent  to  judge  of  the  utility,  character,  and 
tendency  of  such  an  institution  1  Sir,  by  what  other  cri- 
terion than  that  of  public  sentiment,  clearly  expressed  and 
fairly  ascertained,  shall  we  judge  of  a  public  measure  ? 
Shu  II  we  adopt  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  few  to  Uie  ex- 
clusion of  the  many  T  Shall  we  not  allow  the  great  ma- 
jority to  determine  what  is  as  well  as  what  is  not  for  their 
welfare  1  Aod  have  not  that  majority  solemnly  decreed, 
in  a  voice  that  is  still  ringing  in  our  ears,  that  a  national 
bank  is  not  a  national  benefit,  but  a  national  evil;  that  it  is 
not  a  public  blessing,  but  a  public  curse  ?  If  we  regard 
public  sentiment,  therefore,  as  a*,  proper  teat  of  this  meas- 
ure, we  must  necessarily  decide  against  it.  We  are  bound 
to  believe  that  it  would  not  be  productive  of  public  good, 
as  represented  by  the  petitioners — but  of  public  mischief, 
as  declsred  by  a  majority  of  the  people.  It  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, but  that  any  class  of  citizens  have  a  right  to  ask,  at 
the  hands  of  Government,  tbe  adoption  of  such  measures, 
or  the  enactment  of  such  laws,  as  may,  in  their  opinion, 
their  interests :  provided  always,  that  such  meas- 
onflict  with  other  interest*  of  tbe 


protection. 

Bnt,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  board  of  trade,  and  others 
friendly  to  a  national  bank,  that  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country  requires  at  our  hands  the  establishment  of  such  an 
institution.  For  one,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  proposition.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  these  modest  patriots  are  not  quite  so  well 
qualified  as  they  they  imagine,  to  decide  what  would  or 
what  would  not  promote  tbe  public  good.  I  have  yet  to 
lesrn  that  those  gentlemen  are  more  deeply  skilled  in  the 
science  of  government  and  of  political  economy,  and  that 
lh«>v  cherixh  a  warmer  regard  for  the  public  weal,  than  those 
of  other  pursuits  and  of  a  different  political  failh.  I  bavo 
yet  to  learn  that  they  are  benevolent  and  patriotic  beyond 
their  generation,  or  that  they  have  been  anointed  with  the 
oil  of  wisdom  above  their  fellows.  Sir,  whence  cornea 
their  authority  to  deckle  what  measures  shall  or  shall  not 
be  adopted  in  reference  to  the  general  welfare  1  When, 


ures,  or  laws,  do  not 
State,  or  revolt  the  «» stomach  of  the  public  sense."  A  na- 
tional bank  does  both  ;  and  has,  consequently,  no  claims 
to  the  favorable  regard  of  Congress. 

8ir,  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  whether  we  can  look 
with  safety  or  propriety,  for  wise,  patriotic,  disinterested, 
or  aalutary  counsel  from  the  source  whence  tbe  petitions 
and  demands  for  a  national  bank  proceed.  Do  we  find  the 
patriotic,  the  clear-headed,  and  honest- hearted  yeomanry 
and  mecbaniea  of  the  country  clamoring  for  a  national 
bank!  No,  air.  No— the  productive  and  laboring  classes 
appreciate  their  political  welfare  too  highly  to  desjre  such 
an  institution.  The  great  majority  of  bank  advocates  are 
to  Us  found  among  the  non  producers — the  traffickers  and 
speculstors  of  the  country— children  of  lofty  hopes  and 
low  desires,"  most  of  whom  are  peculiarly  a  (fee  ted  by  the 
present  pressure  of  the  times.  And  would  it  be  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  give  heed  to  counsel  emanating  from  such 
sources  1  Csn  it  be  reasonably  expected  thai  men  relying 
solely  upon  bank  facilities — men  suddenly  disappointed  in 
their  high  expectations  of  immediate  wealth  and  consequent 
influence,  would  be  the  most  competent  to  direct  the  action 
of  Government  and  control  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  at 
such  a  conjuncture  1  No,  sir,  their  habits  of  life— of 
thinking — their  peculiar  situation-- the  circumstances  which 
influence  their  judgments  and  impel  them  to  action — all — 
nil  conspire  to  disqualify  them  for  the  task.  We  know, 
sir,  that  it  is  more  natural  for  men  in  affliction—  whether 
physical  or  political— to  have  recourse  to  palliatives— to  in  - 
mediate  and  temporary  expedients,  than  to  deliberate  on 
the  means  necessary  to  secure  permanent  relief. 
When  Mr.  Moons  had  concluded  his  speech, 
Mr.  CIJSHhXti  spoke  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Pickcm's 
remarks  respecting  a  crusade  of  an  insurrectionary  charac- 
ter among  the  white  slaves  of  the  Noith  5  a  movement 
which  he  deprecated — and  a  natural  alliance  between  the 
democracy  of  tbe  North  and  the  aristocracy  of  the  South, 
which  be  argued  to  show  was  against  the  principles  of 
both.  If  such  an  alliance  should  exist,  it  must  be  aa  cf 
masters  and  servsnts,  which  the  North  would  never  bear  of, 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  an  apology  was  cer- 
tsinly  due  to  the  members  of  ihe  committee  for  tbrowirg 
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hitherto  abstained  from  debate,  anxiously  desiring  the 
early  passage  of  the  important  measures  reported  ;  and  he 
should  not  now  have  addressed  the  committee,  but  for  the 
strange  ehuractcr  of  the  proceeding  of  the  House  during 
the  present  session, 'called,  aa  it  was,  under  extraordinary 
circumstances.  The  banks  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments; the  Government,  with  a  surplus  of  forty-two  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  found  iu  Treasury  embarrassed ;  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  expect  that  it  would  soon  be 
without  means  to  meet  its  current  expenditures.  Trade  | 
wus  also  paralysed,  by  a  revulsion  more  violent  than  any 
that  had  hitherto  cheeked  the  onward  course  of  the 
perily  of  this  c.Hintry. 

Culled  together,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  such 
stances,  I  had  supposed  that  whatever  might  be  our  opin- 
ions of  past  events,  or  of  our  mutual  errors,  we  should 
come  here  prepa red,  without  regard  to  party,  to  proviilc  a 
common  remedy  for  a  common  calamity.  1  had  thought 
that  we  should  be  unanimously  disposed  to  relieve  oar 
Treasury  from  its  embarrassment,  in  a  mode  calculated  to 
aid  most  extensively  in  giving  renewed  activity  to  our  in- 
ternal circulation,  and  in  reviving  trade.  Judge,  then,  of 
uiy  surprise  to  see  every  measure  recommended  by  the 
President  not  only  opposed,  but  ila  passage  retarded  by 
every  movement  that  could  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
this  House.  So  far  from  aiding  us  in  our  measures,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  {Mr.  Cusmxo]  told  us  that 
he  would  not  "  raise  his  finger  to  relieve  the  Treaaury 
from  its  embarrassments."  [Mr.  Cesar  so  explained.]  I 
am  happy,  fir,  that  the  gentleman  is  penitent.  I  under- 
stood him  as  the  repoxjere  did ;  [Mr.  C.  said  his  remark 
had  not  been  correctly  reported.]  But  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [  Mr.  Mas  aria,  ]  a  gentleman  who,  from  his  de- 
but here  promises  to  be  an  ornament  to  this  House,  indeed 
he  is  already  so — that  gentleman  went  farther  still,  and  re- 
joiced at  the  embarrassments  of  our  Treasury. 

The  spirit  of  party  must  be  violent  indeed,  when  it 
m  ikes  war  upon  tbo  Treaaury  of  our  own  Government,  in- 
stituted for  the  common  benefit.  Had  gentlemen  corne 
forward*. as  the  country  expected  they  would  do;  had  they 
united  with  us,  and  passed  our  bills  a  month  ago,  they 
would  have  afforded  immediate  and  general  relief  to  every 
part  of  the  Union.  Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen  t 
Opposition  to  every  measure  of  relief.  When  we  proposed 
to  relieve  the  Treasury  from  its  engagement  to  deposite 
nine  millions  with  the  States,  we  were  told  of  the  millions 
due  from  the  merchants  and  the  banks.  The  bonds  were 
not  to  Iw  postponed  to  relieve  our  debtors  from  Hie  neces- 
sity of  purchasing  specie  at  a  premium,  and  to  aid  the 
banks  in  an  early  resumption  ol  specie  payments.  Our 
Southwestern  banks  were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  their 
balances,  by  distressing;  their  debtors,  and  at  a  crisis  whon 
specie  in  that  part  of  the  Union  was  at  twenty,  thirty,  and 
forty  per  cent,  premium.  All  this  was  to  lie  done,  at  a 
moment  when  trade  was  paralyzed,  and  credit  destroyed,  for 
the  purpose  of  depositing  nine  millions  with  the  Slates! 
The  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  too — a  measure 
calculated  to  Rive  general  relief  in  the  present  condition  of 
our  internal  exchanges  and  circulation— that  measure  was 
resisted.  The  interests  of  the  Treasury,  snd  of  the  coun- 
try, were  to  be  set  aside,  in  order  to  furnish  a  stock  to  our 
capitalists,  or  to  enable  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea  to 
purchase  its  bonds  at  its  own  price !  And  now,  when  it  is 
proitoscd  to  separate  the  Treasury  from  the  banking  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  to  dissolve  that  fatal  union  which 
has  contributed  so  largely  to  disturb  their  o|«eralions,  and 
to  shatter  the  fortunes  of  trade,  a  proposition  is  made  to  re- 
unite then*  by  stronger  bonds,  and  to  perpetual 
tusl  embarrassments. 

Relief  has  not  been  the  order  of  the  day  with 
They  had  no  measure  to  propose  to  calm  the  agitations  of 
trade,  lo  revive  confidence,  and  to  give  a  new  tuijuiUc  to 


the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Their  movements  were  of 
another  character.  Agitation  was  the  order  of  the  day  ; 
ami,  at  the  moment  whan  the  country  anticipated  prompt 
relief,  we  have  found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  another 
panic  session.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Sanaa**!-)  ITas  told  us  of  "the  awful  winter"  approach- 
ing,  and  we  have  heard  from  all  quarter*  the  old  war  cry 
of  a  national  bank  or  a  revolution.  The  removal  of  the 
dep.  antes,  the  specie  circular,  and  all  the  stale  subject*  of 
debate  for  five  yoars  past,  have  been  revived.  Prepara- 
tion is  evidently  made  for  a  third  campaign  for  a  bank  ot 
the  United  Mutes— that  sovereign  remedy  for  all  the  ca- 
lamities brought  upon  the  country  by  the  mal-adminint ra- 
tion of  our  late  President.  . 

Sir,  although  these  oubjecta  are  stale,  it  is  useful  to  con- 
sider them  at  a  time  whan  we  may  justly  appreciate  them, 
and  in  connexion  with  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
recent  revulsion  and  the  general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments.  As  to  the  specie  circular,  I  shall  soon  dismiss  that. 


What 


the  specie  in  the 
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millions  and  a  half.  And  whence  was  this  amount  drawn  ? 
Prom  the  parts  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf,  into  which 
Lticrr  were  at  the  samu  time  (lowing  more  than  ten  millioiia 
of  coin,  and  bullion  beyond  the  amount  exported.  W  is 
the.  dopo'ite  in  the  Western  banks  special' 7  No;  every 
dollar  «f  it  might  have  been  returned.  It  might  have  been 
drawn  by  the  banks  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf;  and 
would  have  been  drawn,  had  they  not  been,  at  the  same 
time,  receiving  three  times  the  amount  from  abroad.  Such, 
sir,  is  the  whole  currency  operation  of  the  specie  circular — 
that  measure  which  seems,  in  the  estimation  of  gentlemen, 
to  have  been  the  terrible  author  of  all  the  calamities  of  the 


commercial  world.  According  to  their  argument,  it  fol- 
lowed the  swift  currant  of  the  Ohio  nnd  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans,  and  swept  away  the  most  eminent  houses  in  that 
city.  It  took  the  course  of  the  Gulf  stream,  and  gave  a 
shock  to  every  city  on  the  Atlantic  It  prostrated  more 
than  a  hundred  of  the  most  enterprising  merchants  of  New- 
York  ;  crossed  the  Atlantic,  shook  the  royal  exchange,  and 

But,  sir,  the  most  remarkable  performance  of  this  I 
dous  measure  we  did  not  hear  of  for  some  months  after  it 
was  issued.  Before  it  visited  the  two  continents  on  our 
side,  it  actually  passed  through  the  globe,  and  produced 
an  earthquake  in  tbo  Celestial  Empire.  In  thia  revulsion, 
the  Hong  merchant  was  the  first  victim.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  question  is  unworthy  of  argument— it  is  fit  only  for 
ridicule.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  learned  and  travelled  gen- 
tleman from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Lsqaks]  who  addressed 
the  committee  this  morning  do  justice  to  the  specie  circular, 
snd  admit  that  but  for  that,  Heaven  knowe  "where  we 
should  have  gone."  Sir,  if  that  specie  circular,  snd  the 
London  bankers'  circular — a  measure  ill-timed,  sudden, 
and  overwhelming— if  both  of  these  circulars  had  bean  is- 
sued twelve  months  earlier,  it  would  have  saved,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  many  a  merchant  from  bankruptcy 
and  thousand  of  families  from  poverty  and  want. 

Equally  unsubstantial  is  tbe  charge  against  the  late  ad- 
ministration for  drawing  specie  from  Europe.  If  gentle- 
men would  reflect  upon  the  operation  of  the  measures  of 
Congress  and  of  Parliament,  adapted  upon  no  party  grounds, 
and  upon  the  effect  of  a  constant  influx  of  capital  from  tbe 
old  to  the  new  world,  they  would  find  no  difficulty  in  ac- 
counting for  our  heavy  importations  of  specie  for  souse  years 
past.  7*bey  will  find  the  foundation  laid  l«y  the  act  of  Par- 
liament of  1833,  and  our  coin  law  of  1934.  The 
made  Bank  of  England  notes  a  lawful  tender; 
in  some  measure,  with  the  use  for  gold,  and 
its  ex|H»rtation ;  while  the  latter  raised  the  price  of  gold 
above  the  European  standard,  and  facilitated  its  imports- 
lion  iut»4liis  country.  The  act  of  1834  was  the  first  ineas- 
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ure  ever  adopted  by  us  calculated  to  fortify  the  basis  of  oar 
commercial  credit,  and  to  secure  a  just  portion  of  the  me- 
tallic currency  of  the  world.  Had  the  Bank  of  England 
not  suspended  specie  payments  for  twenty-five  years,  we 
should  long  since  have  discovered  and  corrected  the  error 
in  our  coin  laws.  Had  we  revised  them  forty  years  ago, 
the  trade  of  this  country  would  have  reeled  on  a  more  sta- 
ble foundation  than  it  now  does.  For  years  we  were  mere 
traders  in  currency.  We  drew  it  from  the  islands  and 
countries  south  of  us,  and  ex  ported  our  silver  to  China  and 
our  gold  chiefly  to  Europe,  even  after  the  expense  of  coin- 
ing. We  have  latterly  exported  little  to  China,  leas  than 
three  millions  in  five  years;  and  the  course  of  trade,  and 
the  operation  of  the  coin  laws  of  England,  France,  and 
this  country,  do  not  authorize  us  to  anticipate  its  steady  ex- 
portation as  heretofore.  In  the  last  fifteen  years  we  have 
imported  about  eighty-seven  millions  from' the  countries 
and  islands  south  of  us;  and  there  is  always  a  current  of 
coin  and  bullion  setting  in  from  that  direction.  There  will 
be  no  difficulty  now  in  securing  a  substantial  basis  for  trade 
if  our  Slate  Legislatures  do  not  banish  specie  fiom  the 
country,  and  if  we  separate  our  revenue  from  our  bank 
ik  le  circulations. 

If  we  would  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  recent  revulsion, 
we  should  be  obliged  to  go  back  to  a  very  ancient  dale. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SanviuiiT]  baa 
truly  told  us  that  all  countries  are  liable  to  revulsions, 
whatever  be  the  character  of  their  currency.  When  credit 
ia  abused,  an  explosion  roust  follow  ;  end  credit  has  been 
sometimes  abused  excessively,  even  in  countries  with  a 
metallic  currency.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  was  obliged 
to  go  kick  a  century  lor  the  explosion  in  France;  and  that 
explosion  was  an  s flair  of  the  King,  who,  in  December, 
1718,  took  Law's  bank  into  his  own  hands.  Wherever 
Governments  permit  paper  to  be  substituted  for  the  precious 
metals,  revulsions  must  become  an  every  day  affair,  and 
their  violence  is  also  very  much  increased  by  mercantile 
notes  and  bills,  issued  in  exchange  for  credit,  the  whole  of 
which  explodes  at  every  revulsion,  and  steadily  increases 
the  amount  of  bankruptcy.  The  rapid  growth  of  this  coun- 
try,  and  the  bold  and  enterprising  character  of  our  trade, 
render  us  more  liable  than  other  countries  to  frequent  and 
violent  revulsions. 

But,  sir,  all  these  causes  combined  have  never  before 
produced  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  time 
of  peace,  in  any  country.  We  must  seek  for  other  causes 
for  an  event  so  extraordinary.  It  is  possible  that  the  cir- 
cular of  the  London  bankers,  issued,  we  may  sav,  by  order 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  coming  ruddrnly  ujion  the 
trading  and  banking  interests  of  this  country,  might  have 
produced  it ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain. 

There  was,  however,  a  manifest  cause  of  this  suspension 
in  tho  connexion  of  our  Treasury  with  the  banking  and 
rests  of  the  country,  under  which  they  had  to 
the  pressure  of  the  deposit©  art,  and,  what  was 
more  powerful  still,  the  hostility  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  friends.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  deposilo  act 
with  »  disposition  to  criminate  gentlemen  who  supported 
it.  The  surplus  was  an  evil.  Thoy  discharged  what  they 
considered  a  paramount  duty  in  getting  rid  of  it ;  but  they 
did  not  foresee  tlw  disastrous  consequences  which  would 
follow  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  so  largo  an  amount  from 
the  banks  at  such  a  crisis.  That  was  not,  however,  the 
only  measure.  There  was  a  supplementary  act  which  you 
yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  being  in 
the  chair,)  moved  out  of  iu  order  and  carried  thtough  this 
House  at  midnight  on  the  last  night  of  the  session.  That 
act  authorized  the  immediate  transfer  of  the  public  money 
from  bank  to  bank,  and  State  to  Stale ;  and  it  was  for  ex- 
ecuting both  these  laws  together  that  tho  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  been  so  unjustly  censured.  Let  us  suppose, 
sir,  that  England  had  a  surplus  of  five  hundred  millions  of 
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dollars,  which,  in  a  ratio  to  her  revenue,  would  be  equiv- 
alent to  our  forty  millions.  Suppose  it  to  be  deposited  in 
tho  local  banks,  and  that  Parliament  had  ordered  it  to  be 
withdrawn  in  nine  months  und  distributed  among  the  coun- 
ties in  England,  at  a  time,  too,  of  a  heavy  pressure  on  the 
money  market :  would  it  not  have  broken  all  the  banks  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  !  If  this  five  hundred  millions 
bad  been  deposited  in  tho  Bank  of  England  and  its  branches, 
and  had  been,  as  ours  was,  employed  in  commercial  dis- 
counts, the  shock  to  trade  and  banks  would  have  been  still 
more  violent  from  the  convulsive  but  vain  efforts  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  exchequer 
and  to  sustain  specie  payments.  Such,  sir,  must  be  the 
condition  of  trade  and  banking  in  every  country  whore 
they  are  united  with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  Govern- 
ment, 

The  next  obvious  consequence  of  this  connexion  is  tho 
five  years'  war  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
friends  against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
country  itself.  What,  sir,  is  tho  brief  history  of  this  war  1 
The  President,  in  discharging  a  high  public  duly,  know- 
ing the  immense  power  of  such  an  institution,  and  fore- 
seeing the  mischiefs  which  would  result  from  perpetuating 
it,  brought  the  question  before  the  nation  for  its  decision. 
Without  waiting  for  that  decision,  the  bank  memorialised 
Congress  six  years  before  the  period  for  winding  up  its  con- 
cerns, and  a  bill  waa  passed  through  both  Houses,  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  President  would  reject  it  The  pre- 
text then  was,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  bank  should 
at  that  early  period  know  its  fate,  and  commence  winding 
up  its  concerns  gradually.  The  election  of  the  President 
in  the  same  year  (1832)  ratified  his  veto.  Steps  were  to- 
ken to  employ  otkter  banks,  and  towards  the  close  of  the 
next  year  tho  depoeitea  were  partially  removed.  Tbo 
bank,  anticipating  this  order,  commenced  the  first  cam- 
paign against  the  deposite  banks,  the  Treasury,  and  tbo 
country,  by  curtailing  rapidly.  The  pretext  for  this  step 
was,  the  necessity  of  fortifying  herself  to  meet  the  hostility 
of  the  Executive  in  withdrawing  the  depositee.    And  pray 

thirty-seven  millions,  sir,  the  amount  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved onder  the  deposite  act,  but  less  than  seven  ;  nay, 
only  about  three  millions  at  that  lime,  for  some  of  it  re- 
mained more  than  a  year  afterwards.  IS' or  whs  it  trans- 
ferred from  city  to  city,  or  State  to  Stale ;  but,  with  little 
exception,  from  one  bank  to  another  in  the  same  city.  Vet, 
alarmed  at  this  tromondous  order,  which  had  been  antici- 
pated for  months,  this  great  bank,  with  its  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millions,  was  afraid  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  was 
compelled  to  curtail  its  discounts  more  than  eighteen  mil- 
lions in  nineteen  mouths.  The  alarm  was  spread  through 
our  cities ;  the  local  banks  were  forced  to  follow  its  exam- 
ple ;  and  trade,  which  had  been  in  a  prosperous  course, 
was  suddenly  brought  lo  a  stand,  without  any  commercial 
cause  whatever.  Tho  celebrated  panic  session  opened  wilh 
the  ery  of  ruin  and  revolution,  and  our  cities  were  for 
months  agitated  by  ibe  stormy  conflicts  of  parties.  Tho 
first  campaign  for  a  bank  of  the  Uoiled  Stales  terminated 
with  that  session. 

Foiled  in  this  experiment  upon  tho  deposilo  banks  and 
the  country,  the  president  of  the  bank  changed  his  policy. 
This  crippled  institution,  almost  broken  down  by  its  efforts 
to  pay  ovor  a  few  millions  lo  other  banks,  as  soon  as  the 
seeaion  was  over,  suddenly  found  itself  aide  to  enlarge  its 
discounts  to  tho  amount  of  ten  millions !  The  bank  com- 
menced extending  facilities  in  November,  1834,  and  in 
eight  months  increased  them  more  than  nineteen  millions 
of  d  liars.  Tho  trading  ami  banking  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, after  being  so  long  chained  down  by  this  tyrant  of 
trade,  were  suddenly  aet  free.  The  banks  generally  follow- 
ed the  example  of  tho  United  Slates  Bank,  by  enlarging 
liscounus  and  every  branch  of  trado  was  stimulated 
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to  engage  in  the  wildest  speculations.  If  all  the  bank*  id 
the  country  had  contracted  and  expanded  in  the  tame  ratio, 
it  would  have  made  an  aggregate  fluctuation  in  commercial 
facilities  of  near  three  hundred  milliona.  The  fluctuation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  alone  from  April,  1833, 
to  July,  1835,  amounted  to  about  thirty -eight  milliona. 
Suppoae,  air,  the  Bank  of  England  h*d  not  it*  capital,  its 
deposits*,  and  circulation  invested  in  public  securities ;  sup- 
pose, instead  of  its  mere  surplus,  it  had  its  forty  millious 
sterling  employed  in  commercial  discounts,  and  that  the 
bank,  struggling  to  compel  the  country  to  renew  its  char- 
ter, were  to  curtail  and  extend  its  discounts  in  two  years 
and  three  months  more  than  twenty  millions  sterling—  what 
would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  trade  and  local  banks 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  this  time  t  Precisely  v. hat 
ours  is.  The  close  of  this  second  campaign  has  teen  tri- 
umphant— more  than  triumphant— for  (he  president  of  the 
bank  and  its  friends  have  not  only  broken  all  the  dep>>site 
hanks,  but  almost  every  other  bank,  not  excepting  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  with  it*  thirty-live  millions,  al- 
though rw bartered  with  additional  strength  and  enlarged 
powers.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  haa  contributed 
iu  ahare  in  increasing  the  calamities  of  the  day.  It  has 
triumphed  over  the  depositc  banks  and  the  Treasury  ;  but 
it  has  not  yet  conquered  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  wreck  of  credit,  while  the 
victims  in  this  war  lie  scattered  around  them,  gentlemen, 
as  if  in  mockery,  invoke  the  aid  of  the  trading  ond  banking 
interest*  to  engage  in  a  third  campaign ;  and  for  what,  sir! 
For  a  national  bank,  which  they  dare  not  themselves  pro- 
pose; which  they  admit  to  be  hopeless;  which  stands  con- 
demned by  the  people;  who,  after  all  these  struggles,  have 
sent  to  both  Houses  the  largest  majorities  ever  known, 
against  even  the  expediency  of  such  an  institution.  The 
merchants  and  bankers  ol  this  country  are  again  invited  to 
engage  in  a  third  and  suicidal  war,  to  keep  trade  and  hank- 
ing in  violent  agitation  for  three  years  to  come,  and  to  ter- 
minate the  campaign  iu  another  scene  of  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  None  but  the  determined  partisans  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  will  answer  to  the  call.  The  intelligent 
and  candid  of  all  parties  must  be  convinced,  after  five  years' 
bitter  experience,  that  the  trading  and  banking  interests  of 
the  country  have  nothing  to  gain  by  enlisting  in  our  polit- 
ical wars;  and  that  so  long  as  their  fortunes  sre  associated 
with  the  fluctuating  revenues  of  this  Government,  they 
must  lie  periodically  broken  down. 

in  these  contests,  sir,  the  credit  of  our  banks  has  been 
destroyed.  We  hare  made  discoveries,  too,  which  warrant 
the  belief  that  wc  may  anticipate  a  similar  violation  of  the 
contract*  of  this  country,  and  destruction  of  its  currency, 
at  every  violent  revulsion.  The  members  of  our  stock  ex- 
change have  found  out  that,  when  stocks  are  depressed  by  a 
pressure,  and  they  are  threatened  with  ruin,  they  can  save 
themselves,  and  raise  stocks  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  by 
compelling  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments.  The 
hanks  have  discovered,  too,  that  they  have  absolute  domin- 
ion over  our  State  Legislature*,  through  the  power  which 
tbey  exercise  uver  the  currency  and  the  country.  Indeed, 
it  is  probable  that,  in  a  period  of  alarm,  which  exists  in 
every  revulsion,  trade  may  solicit  the  banks  to  suspend 
their  payments.  It  may  not  happen  that  all  the  banks  will 
suspend;  but  nothing  can  prevent  many  of  them  from  fall- 
ing in  every  revulsion,  but  en  entire"  separation  of  their 
concerns  from  those  of  the  Government. 

The  Siate  bank  deposite  system  has  most  unquestionably 
failed,  notwithstanding  it  is  still  supported  by  a  few,  but  a 
very  few,  friends  of  the  administration.  The  present  crisis 
drives  us  to  the  neccsily  of  choosing  between  a  Govern- 
ment national  bank  of  vast  power,  nnd  a  simple  Treasury 
agency  with  no  other  power  thnn  that  which  this  Govern- 
ment b  is  always  exercised  in  collecting  and  disbursing  the 
sue.    Although  gentlemen  have  not  yi-t  the 


courage  to  unfurl  their  banner  everywhere,  yet  there  ran 
be  no  doubt  there  is  still  to  be  a  struggle  for  a  national 
bank.  The  i  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  8ta- 
oea.it]  tells  us  we  flourished  under  the  auspices  of 
an  institution  for  forty  years,  and  that  the  experiment 
fully  tried,  and  was  triumphant.  It  was  certainly  fully 
tried,  but  I  deny  that  it  was  triumphant.  It  was  at  all 
time*  a  ftail  foundation  for  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  of  this 
country.  The  supen-iou  of  specie  payment*  by  the  Bank 
of  England  in  1797,  protected  the  firrt  bank  till  it*  charter 
expired.  I  do  not  know  that  iu  solidity  was  ever  tried  but 
once,  when  an  eminent  merchant  of  Salem  would  have 
broken  the  branch  at  New  York,  and  consequently  all  the 
other  banks,  if  it  bad  not  yielded  to  his  demand*.  Aa  to 
the  late  Banafof  the  United  States,  we  have  the  authority 
of  two  of  its  presidents:  one  tells  us  that  in  1819  no  man 
believed  the  bauk  would  continue  to  pay  in  specie  for  one 
month ;  and  the  other,  that  in  1 826,  the  currency  of  the 
Union  depended  upon  hia  midnight  journey  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New  York.  A  very  solid  foundation  this  for  the 
trade,  currency,  and  contracts  of  a  nation  !  Aa  to  its  con- 
servative power  over  Stale  banks,  we  have  had  innumera- 
ble failures  of  them  during  the  existence  of  both;  and  all 
the  money  which  we  have  actually  lost  by  local  institu- 
tions, amounting  to  more  than  a  million,  was  lost  wt. en  the 
late  bonk  of  the  United  Stales  was  in  operstiou. 

A  national  hank,  such  as  we  have  had,  woa  an  experi- 
ment indeed,  and  a  feartul  one  too.  It  was  without  a  paral- 
lel in  the  history  of  Governments.  I  appeal,  sir,  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Ueoxrx]  whether 
France  or  England  ever  chartered  a  national  benk  to  em- 
ploy the  revenues  of  Government  in  commercial  discounts, 
to  regulate  exchange,  or  to  furnish  a  national  currency 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  private  stockholders  ?  If  the 
banks  of  England  or  of  France  were  permitted  to  use  the 
vast  revenues  of  these  countries  in  extending  facilities  to 
trade,  and  their  income,  like  ours,  was  constantly  vibrating 
between  an  enormous  surplus,  without  a  public  debt  to  ab- 
sorb it,  and  a  audden  deficit  of  revenue,  it  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  the  trading  and  banking  interests  of  all  Europe. 
Nor  was  such  bank  ever  established  to  regulate  exchange. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  well  knowa  that  the 
exchanges  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  of  all  Europe  are 
managed  by  local  banks  and  private  bankers,  and  that  the 
latter  are  almost  exclusively  employed  for  that  purpose  on 
the  continent.  They  are  infinitely  better  managed  there 
than  they  ever  have  been  here.  The  laws  of  trade  alone 
can  regulate  exchange.  But  even  their  operation  is  de- 
feated by  the  course  pursued  by  the  banks  in  this  country, 
and  especially  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  de- 
posite banks.  They  have  encouraged  a  wild  spirit  of 
speculation,  by  discounting  millions  of  exchange  not  found- 
ed upon  property,  but  a  mere  exchange  of  credits  between 
distant  points,  and  of  notes  poyable  at  a  hundred  places  in 
the  interior,  counter  to  tho  current  of  remittance  to  the  At- 
lantic cities.  The  main  cause,  however,  of  the  derangement 
of  our  internal  exchanges  is  one  which  is  unavoidable; 
that  is,  the  periodical  and  sudden  decline  in  the  grrat 
staple  of  remittance  required  to  discbarge  the  debt  annually 
due  from  the  Southwestern  to  the  Northeastern  State*. 
There  is  more  elaaticity  in  our  foreign  exchanges ;  and 
with  a  judicious  reform  of  our  currency  we  have  little  to 
fear.  Our  commercial  tables  may  alarm  us,  but  thoy  af- 
foid  no  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  amount  of  debt  due  and 
actually  payable  abroad  at  any  one  period.  We  know  not 
what  portion*  of  our  importations  of  specie  and  merchan- 
dise represent  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  what  part  of  them  arise  from  the  sole  of  our  stocks 
and  bonds;  from  the  transfer  of  the  emigrants'  property  to 
this  country,  and  from  the  steady  current  of  capital  which 
Is  uuiformly  Howing  from  the  reservoirs  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Holland  into  this  country, 
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investment.  Wbwi  we  see  aome  thirty,  forty,  or  titty 
millions  against  us,  m  forget  that  we  tee  but  •  part  of  the 
account.  Our  imports  mutt  necessarily  ox  coed  our  ex- 
port* permanently,  while  we  perpetually  receive,  through 
these  source*  from  abroad,  an  increasing  amount  of  copilal 
far  beyond  any  remittance  of  dividends.  We  have  more 
to  fear  from  our  vitiated 
foreign  exchangee. 

/V either,  air,  is  a  national  bank  required  to  furnish  us 
with  a  currency.  The  Bank  of  France  issues  no  note  un- 
der five  hundred  francs.  The  issues  of  the  Bunk  of  Eng- 
land are,  essentially,  exchequer  bills,  or  what  we  should 
denominate  Treasury  notes  without  interest.  They  are 
founded  upon  the  credit  of  Government.  The  whole 
capital,  depositee,  and  circulation  of  the  bank  are  invested 
in  loans,  in  various  forms,  to  Oovernmenl.  The  people  of 
England  are  taxed  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  own  money 
and  their  own  credit,  to  be  divided  among  the  stockholder* 
of  the  Bank  of  England  !  However  unjust  this  financial 
system  may  be,  it  would  bo  more  disastrous  to  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  were  the  depositee  ami  circulation  invested  in 
commercial  securities.  The  private  discounts  of  the  bunk 
form  but  a  small  proportion  of  its  transactions.  It  is  a 
Government  bank,  and  as  its  circulation  is  founded  on 
public  securities,  the  profit  on  it  should  be  a  public  concern. 
If  such  issues,  which  are  essentially  the  credit  of  the  State, 
were  not  made  a  source  of  profit  to  banks,  the  power  would 
never  be  abused. 

Happily  for  this  country,  sir,  this  experiment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  has  not  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  trium- 
phant. Had  we  made  perpetual  a  bank  authorised  to  con- 
credit,  the  banking  institutions,  the 


ue,  and  the 


of  this 


we  hhoul  I  have 


conferred  on  one  man  a  greater  power  than  the  people  and 
the  States  *urren<lered  by  the  constitution  to  all  the  depart- 
ments of  this  Government  combined.  In  his  bands  would 
have  been  the  power  to  regulate  the  price  of  labor  and  the 
value  of  property  ;  to  elevate  trade  to  the  highest  point  of 
speculation,  and  to  prostrate  it  in  a  moment ;  to  draw  into 
one  vast  circle  the  incorporated  wealth  of  the  nation ;  to 
concentrate  and  direct  it*  power ;  and  so  to  regulate  the 
movements  of  his  institution,  by  its  expansions  and  con- 
tractions,  as  powerfully  to  influence  our  elections.  Whe- 
ther governed  by  his  fears  or  bis  ambition,  the  destiny  of 
the  nation  would  have  been  in  his  hands.  He  might,  as 
We  isw  some  years  ago,  by  bis  imbecility,  ruin  trade,  break 
the  banks,  and  endanger,  if  not  destroy  the  currency ;  or, 
as  wc  now  m»,  his  ambition  might  tempt  him  to  consider 
hi*  niftiitution  as  a  political  engine ;  he  might  attempt  to 
regulate  the  succession  to  the  Presidency.  This  was  the 
experiment,  sir—this  was  the  design  in  1791.  Fortunately 
for  the  eoontry  it  has  failed— the  people,  not  tho  bank, 
have  triumphed;  and  as  it  regards  the  President  who  ac- 
complished it,  the  wreath  of  Orleans  may  periah,  but  the 
gratitude  of  his  country  can  only  expire  with  its  liberty. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  but  one  alternative  left.  We 
must  collect,  keep,  ami  disburse  our  own  revenues.  This 
proposition  was  mode  in  1835,  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Goaoo*,]  then  a  member  of  this  House.  He 
proposed  to  employ  our  own  officers  for  these  purposes,  to 
appoint  receivers  general  at  certain  points,  and  that  "the 
Willie  revenue  ot  the  United  State",  derived  from  customs, 
lands,  or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins  of 
the  United  8tatea."  In  replying  on  that  occasion  to  the 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  RoasaTsoN,]  who  is  now 
me,  I  stated  that  "  I  concurred  entirely  in  his  prin- 
ciples ;"  that  I  considered  it  my  duty,  at  that  time,  to  regu- 
late, *•  in  the  best  practicable  manner  under  [then}  existing 
circumstance*,  the  deposits'  of  the  public  money  ;  that  we 
could  manage  our  finances  "  if  ibere  was  not  an  incorpo- 
rated bank  in  the  Union ;"  and  that  I  hoped  "  the  time 
we  should  be  able  to 


agency  of  all  banks,  especially  those  of  circulation. "  That 
time  has  arrived,  sir,  much  sooner  than  I  expected.  It  is 
forced  Upon  us  by  the  banks  themselves.  In  1835,  they 
had  been  selected  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  I 
had  two  motives  for  continuing  them  as  our  agents,  which 
I  then  stated.  One  was,  that  I  thought  them  the  "safest 
places  of  depoaite ;"  but  I  now  see  that  safety — ultimate 
I  safety  is  of  l.tile  importance,  if  the  Treasury  is  to  be  peri- 
j  odically  deprived  of  the  use  of  its  funds.  The  other  reason 
wss  that  now  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Maaoir,]  that  the  depoaite  banks  might  aid  in  reforming 
our  currency,  by  withdrawing  their  small  notes.  Between 
that  gentleman  and  myself  I  am  sure  there  cannot  be  any 
difference  of  principle,  for  his  course  has  been  democratic 
and  constitutional.  But,  sir,  I  submit  it  to  his  judgment, 
whether  experience  has  not  proved  that  such  an  experi- 
ment upon  the  currency  has  been,  and  must  be,  wholly 
abortive.  Suppose  our  agents  withdraw  their  small  notes 
from  circulation  conformably  to  our  law,  have  we  not  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  other  banks  employed  in  issuing  them  as 
fast  as  they  are  withdrawn  ?  Vou  might  effort  some  re- 
form if  you  employed  the  whole  eight  hundred,  but  not 
otherwise.  But,  if  you  were  to  propose  that,  is  it  prob- 
able that  the  banks  in  the  interior,  half  of  whose  profits 
arise  from  circulation,  would  accept  your  agency !  All 
the  reform  we  can  effect,  i*  by  confining  our  Treasury  to 
specie  and  evidences  of  public  debt.  Tbe  small  notes  and 
the  banks  must  be  left  to  the  authority  that  created  them— 
the  State  Governments,  with  whose  duties  itia  not  our  pro- 
vince to  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly. 

But  how  baa  this  simple  proposition  to  collect  out  rev- 
enue in  coin  or  evidences  of  debt,  and  to  disburse  it 
through  our  own  officers — a  proposition  almost  aa  old  aa 
the  world— how  has  it  been  received !  Why,  sir,  it  ia 
denounced  aa  an  experiment  never  Ixjfore  attempted — as  a 
dangerous  innovation — as  something  monstrous.  One 
would  suppose,  from  the  language  of  gentlemen,  that  we 
were  about  "  to  subvert  the  whole  social  fabric,"  to  revo- 
lutionixe  the  age,  and,  through  a  rapid  dissolution  of  mor- 
als, intelligence,  and  liberty,  go  bock,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Laoant:]  says,  to  the  age  of 
"  iron  money  and  black  broth  !"  Why,  sir,  we  have  been, 
happily  without  being  conacious  of  it,  in  a  very  lamentable 
condition  for  five  months  past ;  we  have  been,  ever  since 
the  I  Oth  of  May  last,  actually  circulating  iron  money,  and 
drinking  black  broth !  Luckily,  however,  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  country  itself,  have  very  much  improved 
since  then,  notwithstanding  thia  Spartan  discipline. 

But  what  are  the  objections  to  the  moasure  proposed  ? 
The  unsafely  of  the  public  money.  This  is  certainly  an 
age  more  distinguished  for  discovery  than  experiment. 
After  having  trusted  our  public  officers  with  the  public 
money  for  near  half  a  century,  we  have  suddenly  discov- 
ered that  it  ia  now  to  be  "  plundered"  by  these  "faithless 
agents."  Prior  to  1800,  every  bond  was  collected  at  your 
custom-houses;  and,  throughout  tho  whole  history  of  our 
revenue,  every  dollar,  whether  from  lands  or  customs,  has 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  our  officers  before  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer.  The  cashier  of  the 
Now  York  custom-house  collected  five  millions  last  year; 
|  one  of  your  land  receivers  had,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
I  two  millions  to  his  credit,  and  the  collector  of  New  York 
some  sixteen  or  seventeen  millions.  Since  1789  we  have 
had  about  eight  hundred  million*  to  the  credit  of  our  pub- 
lic officers,  and  gentlemen  have  just  found  out  that  we  are 
for  tbe  first  time  about  to  confide  in  them,  because  we  pro- 
pone they  should  keep,  under  the  direct  su|iervision  of 
other  officers,  that  which  they  now  have  passed  to  their 
own  credit,  without  nny  check  or  guard  whatsoever.  Your 
disbursing  officers  are  also  entrusted  with  the  public 
money.    Your  receivers,  collectors,  and  disbursing  officers 
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and,  under  existing  laws,  we  have  no  security  whatever 
but  their  bouds.  We  propose  to  enlarge  this  security  ;  to 
place  guards  over  them  on  the  spot,  and  to  have  visiting 
officers,  besides,  to  see  that  the  keeper  of  the  public  money 
and  his  supervisors  all  discharge  their  duly  with  fidelity 
to  the  Government.  We  propose  to  secure  the  revenue 
by  stronger  regulations  than  any  that  have  hitherto  existed. 
Franco  has  tried  this  experiment  with  un  annual  revenue 
of  about  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  dare  not 
try  it  with  a  revenue  of  twenty.  Defalcations  have  occur- 
red, and  would  occur,  under  aoy  system.  Dut  ours  has 
been  a  loose  one,  and,  unfortunately  for  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Iu»i»!fn,]  all  the  de- 
falcations he  refers  to  have  occurred  under  our  laws  as 
they  now  are,  and  during  the  very  time  when  the  United 
Slates  Bank  or  the  State  banks  were  employed  as  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money.  8ir,  if  gentlemen  can  con- 
trive any  plan  of  special  deposits,  which  will  not  be  abu»ed 
by  permitting  the  public  revenue  to  be  used  by  the  hanks, 
or  which  will  not  aid  in  the  circulation  of  their  notes,  it 
might  bo  adopted.  But  they  will  find  it  very  difficult  to 
devise  any  special  depnaite  system  which  will  not  be  eva- 
ded by  the  banks. 

Another  objection  is  the  prodigious  increase  or  Execu- 
tive patronage.  One  gentleman,  not  of  this  body,  has 
staled  (as  I  have  seen  it  reported)  that  we  are  about  to  en- 
list an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  public  officers.  Why, 
sir,  if  wc  did  not  add  ouc  officer  to  the  number  now  in  the 
public  acrvice,  there  would  be,  as  there  actually  is  at  this 
time,  no  ditficulty  whatever  in  collecting,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  our  revenues.  Convenience  may  it-quire  the 
addition  of  a  dozen  clerks;  greater  security  might  bo  effect- 
ed by  employing  half  a  dozen  receivers  general  at  points 
where  the  revenue  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  officers' 
bonds ;  and,  to  perfect  that  security,  you  may  appoint  two 
visiting  agenU.  Were  we  to  go  further  than  the  bill  pro- 
poses, and  appoint  all  these,  is  that  patronage  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  political  influence  exercised  over  your  | 
eighty-eight  deposile  banks,  with  their  two  thousand  offi- 
cers and  directors,  and  some  fifty  thousand  stockholders ! 
Sir,  the  argument  is  unworthy  of  refutation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masos]  proposes,  if 
I  understood  him  correctly,  to  collect  our  revenue  in  specie, 
or  its  equivalent,  and  to  make  our  disbursements  in  local 
bank  paper.  This  is  an  extraordinary  proposition,  es- 
pecially from  one  so  devoted  to  (he  constitution.  What, 
sir,  collect  our  revenues  in  coto,  or  its  equivalent ;  extort 
the  last  fraction  from  the  public  debtors,  and  then  turn  to 
our  creditors,  and  avail  ourselves  of  this  general  net  of 
bankruptcy,  which  the  banka  have  established  for  the  coun- 
try, by  their  joint  resolution  to  suspend  specie  payments  ! 
Are  we  to  receive  coin,  or  its  equivalent,  all  over  the 
Union,  and  pay  our  debts  in  depreciated  paper,  varying 
from  five  to  forty-five  percent.?  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  will,  upon  reflection,  abandon  a  proposi- 
tion so  unjust  to  the  public  creditor*,  and  founded  upon  so 
palpable  a  violation  of  the  public  faith. 

That,  however,  which  seems  most  to  alarm  gentlemen, 
and  especially  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Skrueant,]  is,  that  we  are  to  have  two  currencies,  as  the 
gentleman  lelU  us,  "one  for  the  Government — another 
for  the  people  ;"  "  the  people  do  not  sit  at  the  same  table" 
Is  this  intended  for  argument,  sir  ?  I  hope  not.  But,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  prepared  his  table, 
and  appears  to  be  so  solicitous  to  provide  something  for 
the  people,  I  would  advise  him  to  take  his  seat,  and  to 
place  before  him  his  favorite  dish,  that  "spurious  progeny 
of  local  paper;"  and  then  to  invite  a  distinguished  gent  Io- 
nian from  the  other  wing  of  the  capilol  to  take  his  seat  at 
the  other  end  of  the  table,  and  spread  before  him  bis 
"mortjfied  mass  of  the  body  politic,"  though,  by  the 
way,  no  favorite  of  his.    Then,  sir,  let  these  two  distin- 


guished gentlemen  issue  their  proclamation  to  '« the  peo- 
ple," and  invite  them  to  participate.  Will  they  come  to 
the  feast  prepared  for  them  by  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  MusKmhusett*  i 

Mr.  Chairman,  arguments  not  ail  dressed  to  the  under- 
standing have  no  permanent  effect.  If  gentlemen  mean 
any  thing  by  their  two  currencies ;  if  they  mean  that  this 
Government  shall  collect  its  revenues  in  depreciated  local 
paper;  if  they  propose  to  collect  our  taxes  from  the  States, 
and  to  receive  payment  for  our  public  lands  in  eight  and 
twenty  different  currencies,  let  them  boldly  take  their 
ground,  and  not  evade  the  question  by  popular  appeals. 
Let  them  set  the  constitution  at  defiance,  and  offer  a  pre- 
mium to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union  to  depre- 
eialo  its  bank  paper,  fur  the  purpose  of  diminishing  it* 
taxes  and  the  price  of  the  public  lands ;  let  tbem  forever 
postpone  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  and  disor- 
ganiie  the  Union.  Gentlemen  dare  not,  as  a  party,  take 
that  ground  :  they  know  that  the  revenue  roust,  and  will, 
be  collected  in  tpecie,  or  its  equivalent,  in  a  medium  com- 
mon to  all  the  States,  or  there  is  an  end  of  our  present 
constitutional  Union.  8ir,  as  to  this  question  of  two  cur- 
rencies, what  is  it  ?  If  bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  i 
the  people  have  two  currencies,  and  the  Govern! 
one. 

One  would  suppose,  too,  we  were  about  to  monopolize 
all  the  coin  in  the  country.    Why,  sir,  of  the  whole  me- 
tallic circulation,  assumed  at  eighty  millions,  the  Treasury 
would  require  but  a  sixteenth  part :  the  banks  would  have 
five-and-lwenty,  and  "the  people"  fifty  millions  for  gen- 
eral circulation.    Even  of  the  five  or  six  millions  of  coin 
which  might  be  abstracted  from  the  general  mass,  one  half 
at  least  would  be  represented  by  Treasury  warrants  in  cir- 
culation, founded  upon  the  specie  in  deposite.  There 
would  be  at  no  time  more  than  two  or  three  millions  of 
specie  in  your  depositories  in  every  part  of  the  Union  not 
represented  by  these  warrants.    As  to  an  excess  or  surplus 
beyond  six  millions,  that  will  never  occur ;  because  Con- 
gress will  now  be  compelled  to  do  what  ought  to  have  been 
done  when  the  public  debt  was  extinguished  :  they  must 
make  permanent  provision  for  guarding  against  a  surplus, 
by  investing  the  excess,  whenever  it  is  beyond  six  millions, 
and  throwing  the  specie  at  once  intp  circulation,  and  then 
to  exhaust  such  surplus  by  a  graduated  reduction  of  our 
taxes.     This  accumulation  of  specie,  which  excites  so 
much  apprehension,  is,  in  my  view,  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation of  the  proposed  measure.    It  will  keep  our  rev- 
enue down,  and  avoid  the  recurrence  of  a  surplus  to  dis- 
tract our  councils,  and  make  the  Slates  dependent  upon  our 
federal  Treasury.    It  will  be  a  regulator  of  trade  far  better 
than  the  foreign  exchanges.   It  will  indicate  the  approach  of 
overtrading,  and  not,  like  the  latter,  rise  after  the  mischief 
is  done.    To  the  hanks  it  would  be  a  steady  and  salutary 
check,  in  preventing  the  exce»*ive  and  unwarrantable  issues 
of  their  credit,  by  bank  notes  or  otberwi-e,  in  periods  of 
speculation — not  for  the  purpose  of  circulation,  but  to  fur- 
nish fictitious  capital,  by  a  mere  exchange  of  credit  for 
credit,  to  stimulate  excited  enterprise,  to  abuse  credit,  and 
to  terminate  in  revulsions,  ruinous  to  trade  and  calamitous 
to  the  laboring  classes. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lcoarb] 
objecta  to  the  measure,  because  it  would  moke  "  New  York 
the  grand  market  for  specie,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Stales 
tributary."  I  was  happy  to  hear  that  ho  waa  not  the  author 
of  this  suggestion.  I  hope,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator 
[Mr.  PnssTojTi  to  whom  he  referred,  is  also  not  respon- 
sible for  its  origin,  fur  it  is  utterly  without  foundation.  I 
had  seen  it  before  in  au  essay  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  of 
South  Carolina,  of  great  experience  as  a  statesman,  finan- 
cier, and  banker,  who  baa  suddenly  and  aeaiuusly  enlisted 
against  us.  Whether  this  objection  rests  upon  the  author- 
ity of  either  or  all  these  gentlemen,  the  author  of  it  < 
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a  very  limited  knowledge  of  the  financial  operations  of  our 
Government.  What  would  he  thought  of  a  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  would  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
so  ahsurdly  as  to  transmit  the  public  money  from  other 
Stales  to  Sew  York,  where  two-thirds  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue from  customs  is  collected,  and  where  a  large  surplus 
(except  now  when  the  revenue  is  everywhere  suspended) 
uniformally  exists,  beyond  the  amount  required  for  cx)icnees 
in  that  vicinity  1  His  duty  is  directly  the  reverse.  The 
excess  of  revenue  at  New  York  must  be  placed  in  other 
Slates,  where  it  is  to  be  expended.  But,  sir,  how  is  it 
transferred — does  a  dollar  in  specie  go  for  these  purposes, 
or  for  Treasury  remittances,  between  different  part*  of  the 
Union  1  Not  one.  We  may  require  small  amonnts,  as 
we  always  have  done,  in  specie,  for  complying  with  Indian 
treaties,  ami  for  some  of  our  expenditures  abroad ;  but  in 
all  tbc  great  operations  of  the  Treasury,  no  lialance  is 
transferred  from  city  to  city  or  Stole  to  State  in  specie. 
The  warrant  is  issued  upon  the  place  where  an  excess  ex- 
ist* beyond  what  is  wanted  there ;  it  is  sent  to  the  point 
of  expenditure,  and  travels  through  the  medium  of  trade, 
or  the  banks,  to  the  place  where  the  money  is  deposited, 
and  tbe  specie  is  drawn  by  the  bank  from  the  depository. 
8o  fur  aa  the  Government  is  concerned,  the  coin  remains 
where  it  is  collected,  and  merely  circulates  between  the 
bank  and  the  depository.  Such  is  the  extent  of  these  specie 
transfers  which  ore  so  alarming  to  distinguished  genlleineu 
from  South  Carolina. 

We  have  now  to  notice  a  formidable  objection.  It  is  I 
said  we  propose  to  establish  a  universal  and  exclusive  me- 
tallic  currency,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lehabk,]  to  effect  "an  absolute  sub- 
version of  all  credit  and  all  commerce— an  utter  destruction 
of  the  whole  fabric  of  society."  This  is  indeed,  sir,  an 
age  distinguished  for  discoveries.  We  have  been  for  years 
endeavoring  to  secure,  through  our  federal  legislation,  a 
broader  basis  for  the  vast  fabric  of  credit  in  this  country. 
Gentlemen  have  cordially  co  operated  with  us  in  accom- 
plishing a  purpose  almost  universally  acknowledged  to  lie 
necessary  to  give  stability  to  trade,  and  solidity  to  our  tot- 
tering banking  system.  But  when  we  propose  a  measure 
calculated  to  forward  effectually  an  object  so  essential  to 
the  morals  and  prosperity  of  the  Union,  they  suddenly 
discover  that  our  design  is  to  break  up  the  very  foundations 
of  civilized  society,  to  return  to  "iron-money  and  black 
both" — to  absolute  barbarism.  Gentlemen  well  know  that, 
whatever  may  tie  our  abstract  opinion*  na  to  the  effect  of 
paper  money  on  the  morals  and  condition  of  society,  no 
man  in  this  "bank  note  age"  can  expect  more  than  to 
reform  the  abuses  of  the  system.  But  before  they  so 
roughly  denounce  the  principles  of  tho*e  with  whom  they 
are  politically  associated,  I  would  admonish  gentlemen  to 
eon -ult  together,  and  come  to  some  understanding  aa  to 
what  fbey  mean  by  "  an  exclusive  metallic  currency,"  and 
the  "destruction  of  the  credit  system."  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Lkcamk,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garland,]  considering  how  harmoni- 
ously they  act  together,  have  placed  themselves  in  an  awk- 
ward altitude  before  the  country.  The  former  gentleman 
denounces  the  currency  ol  Prance  as  the  author  of  her 
poverty  ;  the  latter  eulogises  it  as  the  soundest  in  tbe  world, 
and  recommends  it  to  us  aa  a  model  for  our  imitation  ! 
And  now,  sir,  what  becomes  of  all  the  violent  denuncia- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  about  this  monstrous 
attempt  to  introduce  an  exclusive  metallic  currency  1  Who 
had  gone  beyond  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  T  No  bank 
note  circulates  in  France  of  a  leas  denomination  than  five 
hundred  francs,  and  the  whole  amount  is  but  about  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  in  paper  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  gold  and  silver.  Is  that  a  metallic  currency  ?  Is 
the  credit  system  destroyed  in  France !  Sir,  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Virginia  will  find,  upon  an  examination  of  hia 


own  doctrines,  that  it  will  embarrass  him  to  explain  in 
what  essential  principle  relating  to  currency  he  is  opposed 
to  tbe  present  administration. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  may  also  discover 
that  his  principles  are  not  so  hostile  as  be  imagines  to  tbe 
separation  of  bank  and  State.  Why,  sir,  he  admires  the 
Scotch  banking  system,  the  very  eesence  of  which  ia  its  free- 
dom from  all  legislative  interference.  Tbe  union  between 
Parliament  and  this  branch  of  trade  has  been  long  since  ef- 
fectually dissolved.  Trade,  and  not  Government,  regulates 
the  quantity  of  banking  capital  in  Scotland.  He  seems  struck 
with  admiration  at  the  splendid  results  of  "the  credit  sys- 
tem" in  thai,  country,  and  ascribes  them  to  the  substitution 
of  paper  for  >  metallic  circulation.  The  gentlemsn  mis- 
takes the  shadow  for  the  aulwtance.  The  astonishing  in- 
dustry and  wealth  of  Scotland,  and  the  moral  condition  of 
her  people,  are  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  the  absolute 
freedom  she  has  enjoyed  in  banking,  the  best  regulator  of 
all  trades  when  free.  The  act  of  1708  did  not  extend  to 
Scotland ;  she  was  not  under  the  dominion  of  tbe  Bank  of 
England.  She  hod  no  gigantic  institution  to  break  her 
local  banks  periodically,  and  to  throw  thousands,  nay,  mil- 
lions, of  laborers  out  of  employment.  Beyond  the  Tweed, 
capital,  free  from  all  restriction*,  flowed  into  this  channel, 
and  kept  p*ce  with  labor,  population,  trade,  anil  wealth, 
and  sustained  the  vast  increase  of  her  commercial  credits. 
The  banks  of  Scotland  arc  an  improvement  upon  the  plan 
of  our  savings  institutions.  They  have  in  that  country  net 
only  a  large  amount  of  banking  capital,  but  more  than  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  drawn  from  all  cla*«es  of  so- 
ciety, in  deposite  upon  interest,  yielding  a  profit  to  the 
community  as  well  as  to  the  banks;  thus  mutually  benefit- 
ing the  capitalists  and  the  country,  and  encouraging  fru- 
gality and  enterprise.  Her  "credit  system"  teats  upon  a 
foundation  almost  as  broad  as  the  whole  property  of  Scot- 
land. Her  stockholders  are  not,  like  ours,  exempt  from 
responsibility.  The  public  interest  and  security  are  not, 
as  with  us,  sacrificed  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corjiora- 
tions— of  partners  not  Individually  liable  lor  their  debts, 
and  not  responsible  to  the  country  for  their  management. 
Her  banks  are  essentially  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  as  well 
as  the  regulators  of  trade.  It  is  lo  these  circumstances  we 
may  chiefly  ascribe  the  rapid  growth  of  Scoiland,  notwith- 
standing her  disadvantages  of  soil  snd  chmate,  and  with- 
out the  appendage  of  an  impoverished  laboring  population, 
as  in  England  and  Ireland.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  to 
Scotland  what  mav  be  the  character  of  ber  circulation.  She 
is  an  interior  province ;  exchanges  do  not  press  upon  her ; 
England  intervenes  and  sustains  the  shuck.  Like  our 
country  banks,  theirs  have  little  ase  for  specie;  and,  like 
them,  tbey  hare  their  "specie  fund"  in  die  centre  of  cir- 
culation. Had  ahe  l  een  on  the  borders  of  the  British  chan- 
nel, where  her  local  circulations  would  come  in  contact 
with  the  metallic  currency  of  the  continent,  she  would  have 
long  since  discovered  that,  however  convenient  small  notes 
may  be,  the  imaginary  convertibility  of  brink  notes  into 
coin  is  but  a4frail  prelection  to  tabor,  and  a  weak  founda- 
tion for  the  credit  and  contracts  of  a  nation.  Protected  by 
her  interior  position,  as  well  as  by  skilful  management,  her 
population  has  escaped  some  of  the  consequences  or  this 
abuse  of  credit. 

But  the  chief  object  of  the  admiration  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  tbc  triumphant  result  of  the  credit 
svstem  in  England.  Why,  sir,  nothing  can  lie  more  un- 
like than  the  credit  systems  of  England  and  Scotland,  as 
tbey  were  prior  to  1826,  both  in  their  characters  and  their 
results.  The  one  was  a  system  of  despotism,  the  other  of 
liberty.  The  one  filled  the  country  with  pauperism,  the 
other  kept  labor  steadily  employed,  and,  with  parental 
guantianohip,  hoarded  the  small  accumulations  of  the  poor, 
but  it  was  in  England  that  the  gentleman  saw  "  the  grand- 
est work  of  civilised  life  in  any  part  of  the  world"— the 
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splendid  result  of  her  credit  and  hanking  ajalem.  Sir, 
while  the  classical  and  intellectual  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  admiring  the  Corinthian  granduer  of  thia 
nrnud  fabric  of  the  credit  system,  in  the  ecstacy  of  hia  ad- 
miration, he  forgot  that  he  was  standing  on  a  vast  ruin  of 
violated  rights;  lost  in  his  sublime  contemplations,  be 
heard  not  "the  accents  of  despair,"  nor  the  waitings  of 
poverty,  uttered  by  millions  who  had  fallen  victims  to  the 
credit  system  of  England.  He  had  not  probably  examined 
the  poor  man's  record.  He  could  not  (lersuade  himself  to 
believe  that,  amidst  all  thia  bustle,  lite,  and  splendor,  all 
this  wealth  and  grandeur,  he  was  in  a  nation  of  paupers. 
He  could  sec  it  all  in  his  travels  through  impoverished 
France  with  her  metallic  currency,  but  not  in  England 
with  her  credit  and  banking  system.  Well,  air,  here  is 
that  record  of  its  results,  which  escaped  the  gentleman's 
observation.  Two  millions  four  hundred  and  ninety-three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  three  familiea  "  receiv- 
ing relief  not  included  in  the  returns  for  this  year."  But 
it  is  added  in  this  work,  published  by  the  London  Stati»li- 
cel  Society,  "judging  from  the  results  here  exhibited,  the 
paupers  form  the  greatest  portion  of  the  whole  population." 
Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  ia  the  foundation  upon  which  rests 
this  "grandest  work  of  civilized  life,"  this  triumphant  evi- 
dence of  the  blessings  of  the  English  banking  and  credit 
system. 

[Mr.  Lao amr  inquired  the  date  of  the  work.] 
The  work  was  published  in  1827  ;  the  statistical  table  of 
pauperism  is  for  the  year  182 1 -'22.  [Mr.  L.  added  that 
thrre  was  a  change  since  then.]  The  poor  lawa  are  re- 
formed, it  is  true;  but  was  not  capital  emancipated  from 
the  dominion  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  1826  1  was  not 
banking,  for  the  first  lime,  set  free  in  the  great  commercial 
and  manufacturing  districts!  Bir,  I  have  travelled  a  little, 
too.  I  have  contemplated  with  delight  the  rich  treasures 
of  the  Louvre  and  of  the  Vatican ;  the  snblime  Doric  and 
the  proud  Corinthian  ;  hut  it  was  in  the  beautiful  valleys 
of  France  and  Germany— on  the  Khine  and  on  the  Elbe — 
it  was  amidst  the  mountains  of  Switzerland  and  Wales 
that  I  saw,  without  regard  to  questions  of  currency,  or 
even  forms  of  government,  sound  morality  and  peraonal 
comfort ;  it  was  these  scenes  that  reminded  me  of  our  west- 
ern paradise.  And,  sir,  I  could  but  regret  that  the  tenants 
of  those  mountain*  nn<l  valleys  wete  governed  by  that  con- 
centrated power  of  associated  wealth  which  rules  Govern- 
ments, controls  monarch*,  and  regulates  the  destiny  of 
every  nation  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  wa  have  a  great  constitutional  duty  to 
discharge.  We  have  to  regulate  the  coinage,  and  by  re- 
quiring the  collection  of  our  revenue  in  a  common  medium, 
to  secure  equal  taxation  to  the  8t  >tea  of  thia  confederacy, 
and  to  preserve  for  the  whole  people  a  measure  of  value  of 
ancient  origin,  for  lalwr,  property,  and  contracts.  In  die- 
charging  this  duty,  we  have  not  only  to  encounter  the 
vices  of  our  complicated  banking  systems,  but  also  a  revo- 
lution which  has  been  going  on  more  than  a  century,  and 
one  which  threatens  in  the  end  to  substitute  a  mere  ex  - 
change  of  credits  for  the  ancient  stands-d  of  nations.  It 
commenced  with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in 
1694.  Thia  substitute  first  appeared  in  the  form  of  notes 
of  twenty  pounds;  in  1769  it  was  reduced  to  ten  pounds; 
in  1 793  to  five  pounds ;  and  in  1797  the  bank  ausinnded 
apecie  payments,  and  commenced  issuing  one  and  two 
pound  notes.  Afar  a  fatal  experiment  of  five  and  twenty 
years— fatal  to  the  morals  and  welfare  of  the  people,  how- 
ever necessary  it  may  have  been  to  Government — the  bank 
apecie  pay  menu  in  1822.  The  currency  wa«  ro- 
and  all  notes  under  five  pounds  (about  equal  to 
twenty  five  dollars)  were  prohibited  in  England  and  Wales. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  most  material  reform. 

The  restriction  on  banking,  which  had  been  imposed  in 
1708  to  protect  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of 


in  1826.  For  one  hundred  aod  < 
years  no  association  could  be  formed  for  banking  | 
with  more  than  six  partners.  Under  this  system,  ine 
trade  and  currency  of  England  were  periodically  convulsed. 
The  great  regulator  of  banking  in  that  country,  by  its  own 
alarms  and  powerful  efforts  to  save  iuelf,  brought  down 
country  banks  by  the  hundred  in  every  revulsion,  pros- 
trated trade,  and  threw  millions  of  the  laboring  population 
out  of  employment.  The  violent  revulsion  of  1825  broi ight 
about  the  reform  of  1826  ;  and  "  with  the  consent"  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  her  monopoly  waa  partially  relinquished, 
and  the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  districts  were 
permute.),  like  Scotland,  to  form  as  many  banka  aa  they 
pleased.  England  ha*  escaped  some  of  the  violence  of 
the  recent  revulsion.  Her  banks  have  no 
specie  payments.  The  Bank  of  England  waa  not  i 
as  in  1825,  by  an  accidental  discovery  of  one  pound  i 
It  was  not  because  there  had  not  been  overtrading  in 
England ;  far  otherwise.  There  never  wa*  a  period  when 
there  was  more  extensive  speculation  in  every  branch  «»f 
trade,  and  when  her  capital  and  credit  were  more  widely 
extended  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  How  has  it  hap- 
pened, then,  that  she  did  not  suffer  as  in  1825 1  Because 
the  revulsion  in  that  year  broke  down  the  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of  England ;  because  capital,  freed  from  its  domin- 
ion, flowed  with  astonishing  rapidity  into  that  branch  of 
trade,  and  waa  ready  to  meet  the  audden  and  large  addi- 
tion which  speculation  had  made  to  the  mass  of  commer- 
cial credits.  Some  of  these  associations,  it  is  true,  were 
embarrassed  by  the  revulsion ;  the  wonder  is  that  more 
were  not  brought  down  by  it  They  were  all  of  recent 
origin ;  and  thia  trade  had  been  effectually  prohibited  for 
more  than  a  century.  Theee  were  not  the  only  reforms. 
That  remnant  of  barbarism,  the  usury  law,  was  also  in 
effect  repealed,  by  exempting  all  lulls  having  not  more 
than  ninety  daye  to  run  from  their  operation;  and  this  has 
been  subsequently  extended.  The  rale  of  interest,  air,  is 
the  safety-valve  of  credit.  It  should  be  permitted  to  rise 
and  fall  with  the  pressure  upon  the  money  market.  In 
this  country  we  have  locked  it  down,  am!  doubly  ptohibit- 
ed  the  free  use  of  capital.  The  inevitable  consequence  is 
periodical  explosions.  But  with  all  these  reforms,  it  is 
still  the  policy  of  England  to  substitute  credit  for  a  metal- 
lic measure  of  value.  That  credit,  it  ia  true,  ia  not  so 
vitiated  as  it  was;  but  by  making  Bank  of  England  notes 
a  lawful  tender,  and  by  authorizing  the  join U* tot  k 
ciations  to  issue  their  notes,  redeemable  in 
they  have  laid  the  foundation  for  revulsion 
which  are  not  yet  developed.  These  associations  had  not 
been  long  enough  in  existence  to  show  to  what  amount 
they  could  increase  their  circulations,  though  long  enough 
to  prove  how  rapidly  they  could  increase  them.  While) 
the  use  of  credit  founded  upon  property  should  enjoy  ab- 
solute freedom,  the  abuse  of  credit,  by  issuing  that  which 
is  founded  upon  credit,  should  never  be  encouisged  by 
Government. 

The  most  powerful  antagonist,  however,  of  a  uniform 
measure  of  vrlue  is  our  own  banking  system,  unquestion- 
ably the  worst  in  the  world.  If  we  had  no  other  motive, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  collect  our  revenue  in  a  metallic 
currency,  in  order  to  preserve  something  in  the  country  aa 
a  standard  of  value.  We  have  six  and  twenty  Legisla- 
tures and  two  Territorial  councils  steadily  at  work  enacting 
laws  to  banish  specie  from  eirculstion.  The  present  crisis, 
no  doubt,  must  produce  reform ;  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  immediate  or  general,  an  long  as  our  laws  are  made 
by  those  w  ho  entertain  hostile  principles  of  Government, 
especially  on  thia  question  of  currency.  It  is  true,  there 
is  a  common  conviction  that  our  banking  system  is  tad, 
and  that  our  local  circulations  require  reform ;  but  when 
will  that  ever  be  effected,  if  we  surrender  up  our  constitu- 
tional standard  »    If  we  do  not  lay  lLa  foundation  her  , 
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our  banking  ay  stem  will  never  be  reformed.  It  is  impos- 
sible  to  imagine  a  system  more  discordant,  and  more  em- 
barrassing to  trade,  tban  tbe  system  of  I  be  United  States  ae 
a  whole.  Capital  is  not  at  liberty  to  flow  into  this  branch 
of  trade  as  in  England  and  Scotland.  Government  must 
regulate  the  quantity  in  each  State.  Our  8tate  Govern- 
ments might  with  equal  propriety  and  wisdom  regulate  the 
quantity  of  capital  in  every  other  branch  of  trade.  And 
what  is  the  consequence  of  this  legislative  interference  with 
banking?  Why,  sir,  two  of  our  cities  have  each  more 
banking  capital  than  the  State  of  New  York,  with  ber  hun- 
dred cities  and  towns,  and  with  more  than  two  millions  of 
population.  The  commercial  emporium  of  the  Union,  tbe 
centre  of  circulation,  the  point  upon  which  the  whole  fabric 
of  commercial  credit,  internal  and  external,  presses  at  every 
is  permitted  to  employ,  in  this  branch  of  trade, 
.  one-third  the  banking  capital 
of  a  neighboring  city.  Such  legislation  is  as  absurd  as  it 
is  unequal.  It  is  calculated  to  unrcgulale  trade  andembar- 
ras»  the  banks. 

Banking,  legitimate  banking,  is  a  trade,  and  should  be 
as  free  as  all  other  trades.  Let  it  regulate  tbe  quantity  of 
capital,  and  thU  branch  will  keep  pace  with  all  others ;  it 
will  increase  with  the  increase  of  commercial  credits,  and 
with  the  growth  of  trade.  Aa  the  demand  increases  so  will 
the  supply  ;  and  no  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
will  be  unemployed.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  success  of 
the  8cotch  banking  system,  which  is  weakened,  and  not 
strengthened,  by  her  small  note  circulation. 

Currency,  sir,  is  not  a  trade.  Governments  will  be 
called  opon  to  decide  whether  an  attribute  of  sovereignty 
shall  be  exercised  by  trading  companies,  and,  if  so,  to  what 
extent.  They  must  determine  whether  such  companies 
are  to  be  permitted  to  furnish  the  world  with  their  credit  as 
a  substitute  for  a  metallic  standard,  with  liberty  to  increase 
and  diminish  it  at  pleasure ;  for  that  is  the  result  which 
seems  approaching.  The  great  question  to  be  determined 
is,  ate  trading  associations  to  be  authorized  to  issue  a 
s|>cciefl  of  8tsto  credit,  and  to  collect  a  revenue,  now 
amounting  to  six  or  seven  millions  annually,  and  constantly 
increasing,  and  to  indemnify  an  abused  community  by  pro- 
ducing periodical  bankruptcy,  poverty,  and  want  ?  Tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  knows  that  almost  oil  tbe 
distinguished  authorities  are  against  bis  "credit  system.'' 

It  is  a  conceded  point,  that  the  regulation  of  the  quan- 
tity of  currency  which  is  the  measure  of  value  ought  not 
to  be  entrusted  to  thoee  whose  profits  are  increased  by 
ahuring  the  trust.  You  might  as  well  at  once  surrender 
to  these  corporations  the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of  our 
coin,  and  let  them  adulterato  it,  or  arbitrarily  raise  its 
nominal  value  at  their  pleasnre,  as  monarcbs  formerly  did, 
to  the  ruin  of  their  people.  Upon  what  ground  is  it  that 
Governments  have  been  induced  to  give  their  aid  in  substi- 
tuting the  paper  of  trading  companies  for  the  current  coin 
of  the  world  1  An  increasing  demand  for  a  medium^  of 
circulation  and  a  deficiency  of  the  precious  metals.  The 
former  is  admitted,  the  latter  I  deny  ;  and  on  neither  ground 
can  theso  issues  be  defended.  Sir,  there  has  been  no  age 
of  the  world  when  it  was  so  abundantly  supplied  with  cir- 
culation, independent  of  all  tbe  small  notes  (I  mean  under 
fifty  or  one  hundred  dollars)  in  Europe  and  America. 
How  is  it  with  the  precious  metals  ?  In  the  work  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  quantity  of 
money  in  the  Augwlnn  age  is  estimated  at  less  than  two 
thousand  millions.  Why,  sir,  since  1491,  we  have  drawn 
from  the  American  mines  alone,  more  than  six  thousand 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  aggregate  of  coin,  bullion,  and 
plate  in  the  world,  is  estimated  ut  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
sand millions.  The  quantity  of  specie  might  have  been  sn 
object  of  solicitude  in  earlier  ages ;  but  of  what  conse- 
quence is  it  now,  when,  for  all  its  great  oiiicca,  wc  have 
discovered  other  substitutes ?    We  have  discovered  a  mine 


richer  than  all  the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Peru — the  human 
mind.  We  have  drawn  from  that  inexhaustible  mine, 
countless  millions  of  substitutes  for  specie,  in  the  form  of 
public  debts,  bank  stocks,  and  slocks  of  every  kind  ;  of  bills 
of  exchange,  notes  of  hand,  bank  drafts,  and  bank  checks. 
These  are  our  circulations  wbich  give  velocity  to  trade.  It 
is  these,  amounting  to  thousands  of  millions,  which  have 
accelerated  the  growth  of  wealth  among  nations,  and  not 
the  contemptible  amount  of  your  small  note  circulations  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America.  In  tbe  present  age, 
trade  provides  its  own  substitutes  for  specie,  in  adjusting 
balances  not  only  between  State*  and  nations,  but  between 
individuals,  and  without  the  agency  of  bunk  notes.  Specie 
is  only  wanted  to  adjust  balances  between  nations  when 
credit  is  suddenly  destroyed.  It  is,  however,  wanted  in 
every  country  as  a  standard  for  local  circulation,  and  to 
sustain  tbe  increasing  amount  of  commercial  credit.  The 
value  of  property  is  sufficiently  affected  by  credit  founded 
upon  credit,  in  the  form  of  bills  of  exchange,  without  ex- 
tending this  abuse  of  credit  in  tbe  form  of  currency.  The 
former  we  conunt  reach  by  legislation,  nnd  we  have  no 
right  to  do  so  if  we  could,  however  injurious  its  operatiou 
is  upon  trade.  The  latter  interferes  with  the  currency  es- 
tablished by  the  constitution,  and  we  should  adopt  every 
meiiKUrc  that  we  can  to  prevent  it  from  destroying  our 
standard  altogether. 

This  revolution  may  be  accomplished.  The  prrcioua 
metals  may  eventually  be  banished  from  the  circulations 
of  the  world,  and  we  may  have  no  other  standard  than 
bank  notes.  I  admit,  sir,  that,  as  a  mere  question  of  trade, 
it  would  accelerate  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  the 
growth  of  our  cities.  But  what  are  the  sacrifices  attending 
such  a  system  1  Do  you  not  lay  the  foundation  of  your 
cities  on  the  ruin  of  your  population?  Sir,  while  we 
sacrifice  the  poor,  we  transfer  political  power  from  the  agri- 
cultural and  laboring  classes  of  society  to  those  thousand 
corporations  which  seem  to  have  been,  from  the  beginning 
of  our  free  Governments,  the  only  interests  worthy,  in  tho 
estimation  of  our  American  legislators,  to  be  exclusively 
cherished,  protected,  and  patronised.  Sir,  go  on  with 
your  credit  and  banking  systems ;  banish  the  precious 
metals ;  establish  your  paper  standard,  and  let  the  value  of 
properly  and  the  price  of  labor  float  upon  iu  agitated  sur- 
face; let  litem  rise  with  its  expansions  and  fsll  with  its 
con  tractions ;  and  then,  sir,  gentlemen  may  anticipate 
overy  five  years  the  return  of  the  "awful  winters7'  refined 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  One  of  litem  is 
now  approaching — an  awful  winter  indeed  for  the  poor  ; 
thousands  will  be  struck  down  by  poverty  and  want.  Sir, 
I  do  not  ask  gentlemen  for  their  charity.  I  make  no  ap- 
peals to  their  humanity,  but  in  the  name  of  Him  who  made 
us  all,  I  entreat  tbem  to  spare  them  their  taunts — do  not 
stigmatize  them — let  these  poor  laborers  die  in  peace  and 
of  famine,  in  a  lund  overflowing  with  tho  richest  abun- 
dance. Pardon  these  victims  of  your  policy,  should  they  in 
iheir  last  hour  pray  that  iheir  couutry  might  be  delivered 
from  your  calamitous  •'  credit  system." 

Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  tho 
people  of  this  country,  at  the  present  crisis,  depend  tho 
condition  of  our  society  and  the  character  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  is  evidently  a  struggle  for  power  by  some  of  the 
corporations  of  this  country,  but  I  trust  not  all  of  them.  It 
is  a  great  issue  ;  for  every  thing  moral,  social,  and  |ioliiica( 
is  at  slake.  On  such  an  occasion,  gentlemen  may  well 
discurd  iheir  prejudices — republicans  have  been  separated 
on  partv  grounds,  but  not  on  principle — ihey  may  readily 
unite  when  a  question  arises  involving  the  welfare  of  tbe 
people,  and  the  very  existence  of  free  Government.  In  a 
just  we  have  little  to  fear,  and  every  thing  to  hope. 
I  cannot  believe  that  in  the  approaching  contest  we  shall 
loseonc  sincere  friend  of  this  administration.  Some  have, 
1  think,  prematurely  derided  upon  the  measure  now  pro- 
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poacd;  they  have  denounced  it  without  proper  examination. 
I  am  sure  no  sound  republican  can,  upon  deliberation,  be 
ultimately  found  again**  it ;  while,  air,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  proposition  to  separate  bank  and  Stale  mutt  rally  and 
unite  the  democracy  of  this  country,  by  whatever  ques- 
tions they  mny  hive  Iwen  hitherto  divided.  They  will 
never  consent  that  the  Treasury  of  the  l  otted  Stales  shall 
be  controlled  by  the  stock  exchange  of  Wall  street,  or  of 
the  Royal  Exchange;  that  the  public  revenue  shall  be  again 
made  instrumental  in  augmenting  the  disasters  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  the  ttovcrntnent  shall  be  periodically  embar- 
rassed for  want  of  means,  by  entrusting  its  funds  to  insti- 
tutions who.se  fate  de|tcnd*  upon  the  slightest  counter  move- 
ment in  any  part  of  tho  commercial  system  of  the  world. 
Nor,  sir,  can  I  believe  that  any  sound  republican  is  pre- 
pared to  substitute  the  credit  of  our  corporations  for  the 
common  medium  and  common  standard  of  the  world. 
No,  sir ;  on  these  questions  the  democracy  will  be  found 
united,  as  they  always  have  been  whenever  the  honor  or 
the  interests  of  their  country  were  involved,  at  they  are  at 
the  present  crisis.  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  themselves; 
their  victories  always  come  with  our  calamities,  and  dis- 
appear with  returning  prosperity.  The  concentrated  power 
tipon  which  they  depend  caunol  yet  regulate  the  succession 
to  the  Presidency. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  the  committee  too  long.  We  chal- 
lenge gentlemen  to  the  vote.  Let  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  declaim  over  his  "  iron  money  and  black 
broth  let  gentlemen  denounce  the  measure  as  an  cx|ie- 
dient  or  an  experiment ;  let  them  call  it  a  sub-Treasury 
scheme,  or  by  what  name  they  please ;  but  let  them  afford 
it*  an  opportunity  to  lest  its  advantages  to  trade,  to  banks, 
the  Treasury  and  the  country.  Wo  fear  not  the  results  of 
the  experiment. 

[After  Mr.  Cam  im  klesr  hail  concluded,  Mr.  Wise 
obtained  tho  floor,  but  yielded  it  to  Mr.  Hoi-tha*,  who 
replied  to  some  iwrsoiml  reflections  of  his  colleague  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  excite  universal  attention  and  admira- 
tion.] 

Mr.  WISE  having  again  obtained  the  floor,  at  about 
half  pnst  7  o'clock  p.  in.,  he  said:  After  the  rich  treat 
which  we  have  just  enjoyed,  1  can  hardly  hope  to  be  lis- 
tened to.  I  have  much  to  say,  far  too  much  to  be  said  nt 
once.  Did  I  not  know  that  it  was  the  wish  on  all  sides 
for  the  committee  to  rise  this  night  and  report  the  bill,  I 
would  not  proceed  now ;  and  had  I  not  at  the  last  session 
reviewed  the  hut  message  of  ibe  "  Greatest  and  Uest,"  and 
did  I  not  feci  it  to  be  a  more  imticrative  duty  to  review 
the  first  niessago  of  his  protege  and  successor,  I  would 
not  proceed  at  all.  But,  sir,  a  duty  rests  upon  my  shoul- 
ders which  most  gentlemen  seem  to  shun,  and  I  shall  dis- 
charge it,  though  the  debate  has  exhausted  this  subject, 
and  exhausted  still  moie  our  time  and  our  patience.  I 
mean  the  duly  of  complaining:  I  rise  to  murmnr  and  to 
complain. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Leg  ark]  ex- 
horted us  not  to  disturb  our  tempers  by  tracing  the  causes 
of  the  ills  we  endure  to  their  authors — it  could  lead  to  no- 
thing but  crimination  and  recrimination ;  he  begged  us 
rather  to  study  out  the  remedy  and  to  applv  it  to  our  mala- 
dies. I  shall  not  follow  the  gentleman's  recommendation. 
It  iray  well  suit  the  power?  tint  be,  who  have  always 
heretofore  been  claiming  fur  their  administration  the  high- 
est praise  of  prosperity  and  infallibility,  now  that  they  have 
redticed  the  country  to  distress,  and  tho  Government  to 
bankruptcy,  to  cry  for  a  spirit  of  concilatton  and  charity  ; 
hut,  as  for  me,  I  compromise  not,  I  conciliate  not  with 
public  plunderers,  and  I  spare  not  rh.wc  who  have  wilfully 
and  delil>eratety  misgoverned  my  country,  and  who  have 
basely  and  corruptly  rioted  in  her  distresses  and  her  wrong*. 
Whom  have  I  hey  spared  !  Let  them  answer  me.  Ha»e 
thi-y  gparcJ  any  thing  worth  preserving!    Sir,  I  believe 


that  the  only  true  remedy  is  to  trace  tho  evils  of  the  present 
times  to  their  real  authors,  and  to  bold  these  authors  re- 
sponsible to  a  just,  though  it  be  a  severe  judgment.  No 
virtue  should  be  so  severe,  so  austere  as  patriotism ;  it 
should  be  no  respecter  of  persons,  excuse  no  man  or  set  of 
men,  for  bringing  ruin  on  a  country  rich  in  every  element 
of  wealth;  and  it  should  visit,  with  the  most  condign 
punishment,  thst  man  or  set  ol  men  who  has  usurped  and 
perverted  power  for  the  basest  and  worst  purpose*  of  re- 
ducing that  country,  once  the  freest  in  the  world,  to  sla- 
very as  well  as  beggary.  There  is  no  remedy  so  wholesome 
as  that  of  convicting  these  spoilers,  and  taking  from  thein 
the  power  to  do  further  mischief. 

8ir,  whilst  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Leoake]  was  abroad  in  Europe  studying  the  condition  and 
tho  policy  of  foreign  countries,  it  was  my  lot  to  remain  at 
home,  and  for  the  last  four  years  to  mark  the  policy,  to 
study  the  motives,  and  watch  the  march  of  our  own  fede- 
ral Government.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman  that  our 
federal  Executive  has,  almost  within  that  period  of  time., 
changed  the  form  of  our  Government  from  a 
tive  federal  republic,  to  that  of  an  elective 
•u  elective  monarchy,  with  the  power  of  absolute  i 
over  legislation,  and  of  perpetuuting  a  succession !  1 1 
gratulate  this  House  and  the  nation  that  the  gentleman 
has  returned  to  his  country  in  time  to  strike  for  her  a  blow 
with  his  strong  arm  against  this  nefarious  measure,  calcu- 
lated for  no  other  design  than  that  of  strengthening  the 
cords  of  Executive  power,  and  of  riveting  forever  the 
chains  which  have  been  forged  for  us  fur  the  last  four 
year ;  and  I  only  regret  thai  he  was  not  here  before  to  war 
side  by  side  with  me  and  others  who  have  been  tailoring 
in  vain  to  ward  off  the  catastrophe  which  has  befallen,  and 
the  crisis  which  now  threatens  the  country  and  its  irwlilu- 
tions.  If  he  bad  been  here  to  watch  the  conduct  and  mo- 
tive* of  our  rulers,  as  I  have  been,  he  would  be  as  ready 
as  I  am  to  arraign  the  conduct  and  impugn  the  motives  of 
the  real  authors  of  this  monstrous  change  in  the  form  of 
our  Government  and  in  the  condition  of  our  affairs.  Sir, 
I  repeat  that  I  rise  for  no  other  object  than  to  criminate 
the  conduct  and  the  motives  of  the  preceding  and  the  pre- 
sont  administrations.  They  have  deliberately  and  wick- 
edly, with  malice  aforethought,  wrought  this  mischief,  and 
a  bill  of  indictment  should  be  laid  against  them  before  the 
grand  jory  oi  the  nation — the  people !  I  sppeal  to  them, 
and,  air,  I  propose  to  show  the  guilt  of  the  culprits  out  of 
their  own  mouths. 

Sir,  contrast  "the  last  annual  message"  wi  b  the  first 
semi-annual  message  to  this  extraordinary  distress  .-w^iou! 

•'  Alas,  from  what  hi* h  hope,  to  what  rularws 
"  Unlook'd  fur  are  we  fallen  !'' 

In  the  very  first  paragraph  of  this  extraordinary  message 
we  have  the  precious  confession  that — the  experiment  has 
failed  !  failed !  Ay,  failed !  Is  it  possible  1  Can  this  tiling 
be  so !  Ay,  failed  !  The  great  chief,  the  Greatest  aud  Ueat 
—he  under  whom  it  was  glory  enough  to  have  served— was 
id  tog  other  such  as  we  are,  a  man  I  Ho  was  not,  as  it  was 
thought,  a  god !  He  waa  but  a  poor  weak  mortal ;  bis 
wisdom  wos  fallible !  This  our  Cesar  did  feed  on  meat  as 
other  men  !  Sir,  this  one  truth  is  every  thing— that  Jack- 
son was  a  fallible  man  ;  that  he  was  not  endowed  with  all 
virtue,  all  wisdom,  aud  not  entitled  to  all  confidence  and 
trust ;  this  dissolves  the  chann;  and  from  this  one  truth 
admitted  alone,  I  augur  better  times  to  come.  I  breathe,  1 
hope!  Now,  sir,  will  the  people  hoed  a  warning,  reason 
for  them selve*,  act  for  themselves  1  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to 
declaim,  I  came  here  this  night  to  reason  with  the  people. 
I  mean,  God  willing,  to  bring  in  review  before  them  the 
collected  wisdom  of  General  Jackson's  administration  upon 
this  same  experiment;  the  messages,  the  reports,  the  e*- 
•aye,  the  speeches,  documents,  ore. u menu,  proofs,  which 
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tablish  the  length  and  the  breadth,  the  height  and  the  depth 
of  this  same  grand,  safe,  and  sure  experiment  which  now 
lies  like  love  bleeding !  Could  any  system,  any  wise  plan 
of  finance  and  currency  he  more  strongly,  more  earnestly, 
more  confidently  recommended  and  urged  than  was  this 
same  experiment !  Let  us  nee ;  to  the  proofs.  [Here  Mr. 
Wis*  raised  many  large  volumes  of  Executive  document* 
and  reports  of  committees,  Ac]  Here !  here  they  are,  pile 
upon  pile— mountain  high,  if  you  choose;  if  these  ere  not 
enough,  I  can  touch  that  dome  with  Pelion  upon  Osse,  and 
Ossa  upon  Olympus,  of  multiplied  proofs  against  you, 
(turning  to  Mr.  Caxbrelkmo.)  Shall  I  read  tbem  1  [Here  | 
Mr.  CAttaaRLtKo  begged  for  Clod's  sake  that  he  would  ; 
not.]  I  know  they  are  gall  and  wormwood  to  you  now, 
but  you  must  take  a  portion  of  the  bitter  draught,  though 
I  do  not  intend  to  minister  to  you  the  dregs.  You  must 
endure  a  portion.  Sir,  f  omit  the  President's  celebrated 
cabinet  paper  read  in  1833,  upon  the  removal  of  the  de- 
puties. I  omit  the  reports  nnd  papers  of  honest  lago, 
Amos,  the  agent,  to  the  President  in  1833,  upon  the  expe- 
diency and  policy,  the  wisdom  and  virtue,  of  removing  the 
deposiles  from  the  monster,  and  placing  them  in  certain 
local  banks.  I  cite  only  the  Congressional  documents. 
(See  Executive  documents,  1883-'34,  p.  13.) 

In  the  President's  incBs.igc  of  Doc-ember,  1833,  he  (Jack- 
eon)  told  oa :  "  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view  he"  (the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury)  "  baa  taken  of  the  subject  ;*'  (the 
removal  of  the  depositee.)  What  was  the  view  he  took  1 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Taney,) 
in  1833,  says: 

"  The  8tale  hanks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  gen- 
eral circulating  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value  as  that 
which  has  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  8lates. 
Probably  more  so."  •  •  "  But  a  currency  founded  on 
the  notes  of  Slate  banks  could  not  be  suddenly  substituted 
for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
State?,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in 
every  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  eseential  that  the  change 
should  He  gradual,  and  anffirient  time  should  l<e  allowed  to 
suffer  it  to  make  its  way  by  the  ordinary  operations  of  com- 
merce, without  requiring  a  hasty  and  violent  effort. " 

This  view  was  supported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  chairman 
then  [Mr.  Polk]  the  present  Speaker.  The  report  of  that 
committee  in  1838-'84  upon  the  removal  of  the  depositee, 
■ays: 

"The  question  then  arises  whether  the  8tate  banks 
ild  be  continued  aa  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Govero- 
The  committee  arc  satisfied  that  the  State  hanks 
are  fully  competent  to  perform  all  the  services  which  the 
general  Government  ought  to  requite,  in  the  collection 
and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  and  to  afford  all  the  fa- 
cilities to  the  internal  commerce  and  exchangee  of  the 
country  which  have  been  derived  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

"The  opinion  has  already  been  expressed  that  the  8tale 
banks  are  competent  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  the 
Government  or  the  public  convenience  may  require;  and 
there  are  many  circumstances  which  atrongly  recommend 
them  to  a  preference  over  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 
No  one  of  them  can  exercise  a  general  control  over  all  the 
others,  and  expand  or  contract  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country  at  k*  pleasure,  to  favor  the  private  speculations  of 
individuals,  or  to  increase  its  own  profits.  And  they  can 
never  combine  together  for  political  objects,  nor  hope  to 
gain  possession  of  the  Government  and  control  its  opera- 
tions." 

"The  8tate  banks  are  now  firmly  interwoven  with  the 
institutions  of  our  country,  and  it  would  be  unjust,  and 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  for  Congress  to 
sustain  a  great  moneyed  power  to  overawe  and  oppress 
and  bring  ruin  upon  multitudes  of  onr  citizens, 
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whenever  cupidity  or  ambition  ahall  tempt  them  to  exer- 
cise their  power." 

"  If  it  should  be  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the  State  banks, 
that  they  cannot  afford  a  general  currency,  the  answer  is 
obvious.  If  it  were  deemed  necessary  to  create  a  paper 
currency,  possessing  equal  credit  with  that  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  object  can  as  well  be  ac- 
complished with  the  State  banka  aa  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State*. "  •  •  •  • 

"With  these  views,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  State  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as  the  depositories 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States,"  6cc. 

The  same  committee,  on  the  33d  of  April,  1634, 
ed  a  letter,  dated  April  15lh,  1S34,  from  Mr.  Taney, 
the  mode  of  selecting  the  deposite  banks,  in  which  he  say  a : 
"  It  will  be  aeen,  from  thie  statement,  that  it  ia  no  part 
of  the  proposed  plan  to  dispense  with  the  State  banks.  It 
is  obviously  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  (if  it  desired  to 
do  ao)  to  take  measures  for  that  purpose  without  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  And  the  States  would  not  and 
ought  not  to  surrender  the  power  of  chartering  banking 
companies.  The  State  banks  are  no  •  so  numerous,  and 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  can  ever  he 
entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it  desirable  that  it  should  be. 
They  are  often  abused,  like  all  other  human  institutions ; 
yet  their  advantages  are  many,  and  under  proper  regula- 
tions, and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  proposed  for  their 
paper  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  much  public  advantage." 

President  Jackaon,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  speaking  of  the  United  Stales  Bank,  eaya: 

"  Happily  it  ia  already  illustrated  lhat  the  agency  of 
auch  an  institution  ia  not  necessary  to  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government.  The  8late  banks  are  found  fully  adequate 
to  the  performance  of  all  services  which  were  required  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as  promptly,  and 
with  the  same  cheapness.  Tbey  have  maintained  them- 
selves and  di*chnrgrd  all  these  duties,  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8utes  was  still  powerful,  and  in  the  field  as  on 
open  enemy;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  that  they 
wiil  find  greater  difficulties  in  their  operations  when  that 
cease  to  exist" 

Jackson,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  Decem- 
ber, 1 835,  rbvs: 

"  We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the  pretent  favorable 
condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot  lake  an  effectual  stand 
against  this  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  practically 
respect  to  the  currency  as  well  aa  other  important 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  ao  extensive  a  resort  to  it 
that  which  has  been  heretofore  practised.  The  ex|>erience 
of  another  year  has  confirmed  the  utter  fallacy  of  the  idea 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  the  Government.  Without  its  aid  aa  auch,  in* 
deed  in  de%  ile  of  all  the  embarrassment  it  was  in  its  pow- 
er to  create,  the  revenue  has  been  paid  with  punctuality  by 
our  citizens;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  has  been  conducted  with  convenience ;  and  the 
circulating  medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  the 
use  of  the  State  banka,  it  ia  ascertained  that  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States  can  be  collected  and  disbursed  without 
losa  or  inconvenience,  and  that  all  the  wants  of  the 
munity,  in  relation  to  exchange  and  currency,  i 
as  well  aa  they  have  ever  been  before.  If,  under  drcumstan- 
cea  tbo  most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  money 
market,  it  lias  been  found  that  ihe  considerations  on  which 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rested  its  claims  to  the  pub- 
lic favor  were  imaginary  and  groundless,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  tho  experience  of  the  future  will  be  more  de- 
cisive against  them.  It  haa  been  seen  that,  without  the 
agency  of  a  great  moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be 
collected,  and  conveniently  and  safely  applied  to  all  the 
of  die  pubuc  expenditure,   ft  is  also  < 
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A. it,  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to  promote  the  evils 
of  an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  management  of  the 
revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  re  I  or  m  which  the 
Legislatures  of  several  of  the  S  la  tea  have  already  com- 
menced in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills;  and 
which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations,  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  citent 
required  for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitu- 
tional medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  political 
engines,  and  not  susceptible  of  dangerous  extension  and 
combination,  die  Bute  banks  will  not  be  tempted,  nor  will 
they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen  exercised,  to  di- 
vert the  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  purposes  of  tho 
Government.  The  collection  and  custody  of  the  revenue 
being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit  to  them,  will  in- 
crease the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a  faithful 
execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying  the  scrutinies  to 
which  their  operations  sad  accounts  will  be  subjected. 
Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest  as  the  obligations  of 
their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  conditions  as 
Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  deposites  in 
these  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  tho 
small  bills,  will  be  cheerfully  complied  with;  and  we  soon 
shall  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of  ths  United  States,  a 
practical  reform  in  the  whole  paper  system  of  the  country. 
If,  by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witness  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  bunk  bills  below  twenty  dollars,  it  ia  apparent 
that  gold  and  silver  will  tske  their  place,  and  become  the 
principal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  business  of 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country.  The  attain- 
ment of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  which  will  bo  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by  every 
true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence.  It  will  lighten 
the  great  lax  which  our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected 
from  the  earnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to  revive  and  per- 
those  habits  of  economy  and  simplicity  which  are 


so  congenisl  to  the  character  of  republicans,  than  all  the 
legislation  which  has  yet  been  attempted." 

Mr.  Woodbury's  report,  of  the  same  date,  tells  as — 
•*  This  Department  takes  pleasure  in  staling  that  the 
public  money  continues  to  be  collected  and  deposited,  un- 
der the  present  system  of  selected  banks,  with  great  ease 
and  economy  in  all  cases,  and  with  greater  in  some  than  ot 
any  former  period.  The  transfers  of  it  to  every  quarter  of 
the  country  where  it  is  needed  fur  disbursement]  have  never 
been  effected  with  moro  promptitude,  and  have  been  entire- 
ly free  of  expense  to  the  Treasury.  The  payments  to 
creditors,  officers,  and  pensioners,  have  been  punctual  and 
convenient ;  and  the  whole  fiscal  operations  through  the 
State  banks  have,  as  yet,  proved  highly  satisfactory.  In- 
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the  commercial  community  in  domestic  exchanges  were 
probably  ntver  greater,  or  at  so  moderate  rates." 
Again,  he  says :  , 
"  It  will  be  teon  that  the  situation  of  the  selected  banks, 
as  a  whole,  bears  an  enviable  comparison  with  the  rest.  In 
all  ca--es  deemed  proper,  tbey  have  given  collateral  securi- 
ty, snd  all  are  believed  to  be  entirely  sale,  to  the  extent 
tbey  have  been  confided  in.  Their  discounts  have  been  in 
general  somewhat  increased,  but,  though  tempted  by  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  tho  times,  not  usually  increased  in  a 
degree  disproportiooed  to  all  their  available  means.  They 
have  also,  in  some  cases,  been  able  to  aid,  and  have  liber- 
ally aided,  other  banking  institutions  in  their  neighborhood, 
by  as  large  and  long  balances  and  other  indulgences  as 
would  generally  appear  to  have  been  sanctioned  >ty  correct 
principles." 

Now,  sir,  *'  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the  times'*  is  called 
by  the  hard  name  of  improvident  speculation"—"  over- 
action  !" 

In  "the  last  annual  message,"  December,  1836,  the 
Greatest  and  Best  still  continued  to  say  : 


"  Experience  continues  to  realise  the  expectations  en- 
tertained as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Stale  tanks  to  perform 
the  duties  of  AmsoI  agents  for  the  Government,  at  the  lime 
of  tho  removal  of  the  depo-ites.  It  was  alleged  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  that  the  Stale 
banks,  whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  could  not  make  the  transfers  required  by  'be 
Government,  or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  the  United 
Steles  Bonk  and  its  twenty  five  branches,  were  st  least 
one-third  less  than  those  of  the  deposits  banks  for  an  equal 
period  of  time ;  and  if  a  comparison  be  instituted  between 
the  amounts  of  service  rendered  by  these  institutions,  on 
the  broader  basis  which  hss  been  used  by  the  advocates  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  hi  estimating  what  they  consider 
the  domestic  exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be 
still  moro  favorable  to  the  deposit*  banks." 

After  instituting  this  comparison,  the  message  proceeds  : 
"In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  prediction* 
turned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removsl  of  the  de- 
posites— a  step  unquestionably  necessary  to  prevent  the 
oviU  which  it  was  foreseen  the  bsnk  itsell  would  endeavor 
to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  renewal  of  its 
churier.  It  may  be  thus  too,  in  some  degree,  with  the 
further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  excessive 
issue  of  other  bank  paper,"  dec- 
Sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  quote  further.  I  will  not  quote 
from  Mr.  Woodbury's  testimony  before  the  investigating 
committee  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gab  laud]  was 
ch  tirman.  I  will  not  cite  passages  from  the  valedictory— 
the  miserable  imitation  of  Washington's  farewell  uddress. 
I  will  not  stop  to  show  a  continuous  recommendation,  in- 
cessant, labored,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
in  183^  up  to  tho  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  very  day  when 
this  system  of  deposit e  in  the  local  banks  sunk  never  more 
to  rise ;  but  I  only  ask  of  you  and  all  men  to  contrast  what 
I  have  quoted,  to  compare  all  this  with  the  letter  of  the 
immortal,  infallible  ox  President,  daring  this  summer,  de- 
nouncing the  pel  liank  system  as  the  ino»t  base  and  perfid- 
ious, and  with  the  successor's  present  message,  contesting 
that  the  experiment  has  failed  !  And  then  tell  me  whethrr 
these  men  of  Gotham  are  again  to  be  trusted  in  their  re- 
commendation of  another  experiment  I  Did  not  the  tailor* 
touch  their  very  noses  before  they  discovered  it  t  If  so, 
tbey  were — I  will  not  mince  terms — fools !  Did  they  fore- 
see the  failure  1  Where  is  the  warning  they  gave  1  Where 
is  the  measure  tbey  took  for  safety  1  If  they  did  foresee 
it,  and,  foreseeing  it,  gave  no  alarm,  took  no  measures  of 
safety,  tbey  sre — knaves!  They  arc,  undoubtedly, 
knaves  and  foots  ! 

But  the  experiment  has  failed.  Why  1  is  the  next  qrj 
tion.  Sir,  why  should  this  experiment  have  failed  ?  It 
was  wholly  and  solely  in  the  control  of  the  Executive-  If 
it  has  failed,  the  Executive  wholly  and  solely  is  to  blame. 
They  csn  offer  no  excuse;  they  have  no  pretext  that  their 
favorite  bantling  has  expired  under  the  unkind  nursing  of 
its  enemies.  The  administration  assumed  the  entire  re- 
sponsibility, took  upon  itself  the  sole  care,  and  wielded  the 
whole  power  of  originating,  maturing,  regulating,  and  car- 
rying out  its  own  experiment,  fio  minority  can  be  blamed. 
Wo  were  in  a  minority,  and  too  weak  even  to  throw  a 
stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  its  success;  all  that  we 
could  do  was  to  predict  it*  failure,  and  wafully  has  the  pre- 
diction been  fulfilled  !  The  President  slone  removed  the 
deposites ;  be  placed  them  wherever  he  pleased,  on  bis  own 
terms,  and  under  his  own  rules.  For  more  than  three 
yeurs  did  the  public  money  reins  in  in  the  custody  and  con- 
trol of  the  Executive  hands,  without  autborily  of  or  regula- 
tion by  law.  Congress  was  so  yielding  and  oL 
il  left  its  legitimate  powers  derelict  to  Executive  i 
The  President,  without  restraint  or  limit, 
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the  receipts,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement)!  of  the,  public 
fund*  at  will ;  he  look  upon  himself  lo  organize  e  confed- 
eration of  local  bonk*,  obliged  his  pet*  to  rmite  the  mini- 
mum denomination  of  their  notes,  endeavored  to  force  them 
to  constitute  among  themselves  a  system  of  internal  ex- 
change, hacked  them  with  Government  credit  to  accom- 
modate trade,  regulated  their  receipts  of  local  bank  paper ; 
he  issued  the  Treasury  circular  to  remove  the  s|iecie  l>asis 
of  rircurauon;  in  short,  was  master  of  hie  own  system. 
Why  did  it  fail  1 

8tr,  there  is  one  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of  this 
failure,  which  should  not  escape  our  attention,  and  which 
should  be  especially  noted  for  our  warning  and  our  instruc- 
tion. The  deposits  act  was  passed  by  Congress  in  June, 
1838,  and  the  very  first  report  of  the  (Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  thereafter  for  the  Brat  time  gave  notice  of  difficul- 
ties in  our  finances.  From  the  removal  in  1833  up  to 
that  time,  the  time  when  Congress  bad  again  asserted  iu 
power  to  regulate  and  control  the  depoaite  and  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  money,  the  note  of  the  night  watch  was, 
all  ia  well !  the  system  works  well,  efficiently  and  aafely, 
even  more  so  than  did  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
But  the  moment  that  Congress  again  assumed  its  powers, 
the  note  was  changed,  though  darkly  and  dubiously.  No 
one  would  have  apprehended,  or  did  apprehend,  certain 
purges  of  the  Secretary *a  report,  in  December,  is:t(i,  at 
they  must  be  understood  now.  The  report  of  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, December,  1836,  savs: 

-  The  money  in  the  Treasury  has  been  safely  kept  du- 
ring the  year  1830.  Until  July  lest,  as  during  the  two 
previous  years,  it  was  placed  in  the  State  banks,  selected 
•cc  ir./ing  to  the  discretion  of  this  Department,  on  account 
of  their  high  standing  and  favorable  position  for  fiscal  pur- 
poses, and  regulated  in  a  manner  considered  most  secure 
to  the  Treasury  and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well 
as  useful  to  all  concerned.  It  is  a  source  of  high  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  lo  add,  that,  while  so  selected  and  employ- 
ed, not  a  single  dollar  was  tost,"  dec.  "  Noris  it  believed 
(hit  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country  were,  ever 
lower  or  more  regular  than  during  that  period,"  dtc.  "  But 
since  the  pas-nice,  of  the  set  of  Congress,  of  June  23d, 
18  W,  •  to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  money,'  most 
of  the  discretionary  power  before  exercised  by  this  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  under  previous  law*  and  long  usages, 
haa  been  considered  as  no  longer  possessed  ;  and  various 
solicitations  lo  use  it,  though  some  of  them  were  in  rases 
of  extreme  hardship,  conldnot,  therefore,  be  complied  with. 
Relieved  from  great  responsibility,  and  in  many  cases  from 
much  delicacy,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  by  the  passage  of  that 
act,  a  new  system,  in  conformity  with  iu  provisions,  and 
in  place  of  the  former  one,  was  at  once  commenced  by  thia 
Department,  and  has  since  been  pursued  with  all  the  strict- 
ness and  regularity  which  the  nature  of  business,  so  ex  ten- 
sive and  complicated,  would  permit,"  Ac. 

How  did  the  law  create  any  embarrassment  to  the  Sec- 
retary 1  There  was  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
grew  ;  the  Senate  had  been  prostrated  by  the  expunging 
blow,  to  make  it  pliant  lo  the  wishes  of  the  Executive  in 
the  framing  of  thin  law  as  well  as  others ;  and  the  law  of 
June,  183«,  did  no  more  than  sanction  the  then  existing 
state  of  finance,  except  to  depositc  the  surplus  with  the 
^i  itea.  8ir,  the  complaint,  in  plain  English,  was,  that 
vrongress  was  an  incubus  upon  the  Executive  will.  More- 
over, an  excuse  was  wanting  for  foreseen  disasters ;  here 
is  proof,  plain  and  positive,  that  the  Secretary  knew  that 
the  d.- p. mites  were  not  to  be  safely  kept  for  the  year  1837  ! 
The  law  should  not  be  the  scape-goat.  The  Secretary  was 
put  under  the  law,  hot  the  law  pot  every  thing  under  him. 
The  administration  carried  out  its  experiment  in  ha  own 
wav,  had  nil  the  precautionary  means  of  •  ifety,  and  every 
sing  embarrassments  in  its  own  pow 


pay  menu !  The  first  bank  selected  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  Jane,  1836,  was  the  first  to  fail,  with  more  than 
a  million  of  Government  depositee  on  band— the  Agricul- 
tural Bank  of  Mississippi  protested  a  Government  draft  of 
$13(i,0OO.  The  second  was  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi :  the  third  was  a  Government  bank  in  New  York  : 
the  fourth  also.  In  Philadelphia,  the  peU  were  the  first  to 
fail,  and  they  were  the  first  also  in  Virginia.  The  States 
favorable  to  the  administration  were  the  first  and  only 
States  to  legalize  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and 
to  sanction  by  law  an  irredeemable  paper  currency.  Ala- 
bama was  the  first  State,  and  New  York,  Connecticut, 
Virginia,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Mississippi,  followed  suit. 
Such,  sir,  was  the  end  of  "  the  better  currency,"  the 
swarm  of  yellow  jackets,  the  flow  of  humbug  metallic  cur- 
rency, in  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  in  the  in- 
ability of  the  Government  to  pay  iu  just  debts,  in  less  than 
four  years  from  the  day  the  experiment  began  ! 

[Here  Mr.  Claibor*k,  of  Mississippi,  interposed  with 
these  remarks : 

Mr.  C.  said,  with  the  permission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  would  set  him  right  as  to  an  error  into  which 
he  bad  no  doubt  been  led  by  the  current  reports  and  news- 
papers of  tbo  day.  No  stay  laws  had  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  nor  had  that  body,  by  any  act, 
sanctioned  the  suspension  of  specie  paymenu  by  the  banks. 
The  Legislature  was  in  special  session  when  the  suspension 
took  place,  but,  as  fsr  as  Mr.  C.  was  informed,  it  express- 
ed no  opinion  en  the  subject.  Great  distress  and  ember- 
rustsntent  prevailed  in  Mississippi;  at  that  period,  particu- 
larly, when  the  first  rhock  was  felt,  property  suddenly 
depreciated  to  less  than  half  the  value  at  which  it  had  been 
quoted  ;  but  thia  distress  and  depreciation  bad  been  greatly 
exaggerated  abroad,  and  every  press  at  the  North  seemed 
to  take  it  for  granted  that  relief  laws  would  be  passed.  No 
such  proposition  was  made  in  the  Legislature ;  the  public 
mind  revolted  from  the  idea ;  men  whose  property  was  un- 
der execution,  whose  horses  were  levied  on  in  the  plough, 
and  whose  negroes  were  absolutely  starving,  were  the  first 
to  insist  on  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  the  inviolability 
of  contracts.  This  was  emphatically  the  case  in  the  sec- 
tion of  country  from  which  he  came.  The 
Mississippi  were  now  brightening.  Some 
were  adopting  the  most  liberal  and  jodicious  measures  to 
relieve  the  people  and  sustain  themselves.  The  growing 
crop  is  very  heavy,  and  will  almost  extinguish  our  foreign 
debt.  An  abundance  of  provisions  for  domestic  consump- 
tion had  been  raised  ;  and  our  creditors  every  where  may 
be  sssured  that  their  dues  will  be  paid  to  the  last  dollar. 
We  beg  not  for  indulgence,  but  it  is  to  their  interest  to 
grant  it  to  us.] 

Sir,  as  to  Mississippi,  I  derived  my  information  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  It  may  be  wrong;  I  hope  it  ia 
so;  but,  if  wrong,  it  aflecU  not  the  general  conclusion 


opportunity  of 
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from  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  independent  of  the  < 
M  astssippi.    The  question  still  remains  to  be  i 
by  the  administration,  why  baa  the  experiment  tailed  in  its 
hands  1 

This  question,  sir,  brings  us  to  the  causes  assigned  by 
the  President.  The  message  says:  "The  operations^ of 
credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influences  which 
them  so  numerous,  and  often  so  subtle,  that  i 
tial  and  well  informed  persona  are  seldom  found  to  agree 
in  revpeet  to  them."  And  yet,  sir,  though  this  subject 
of  credit  and  the  causes  which  sflect  it  are  so  delicate  and 
subtle,  though  a  measure  touching  trade,  and  finance,  and 
currency,  ami  the  main  support  of  all,  credit  tends  nobody 
knows  where,  or  to  what ;  and  thoagh  every  safe  and  saga- 
cious statesman  will  ever  be  ruled  and  guided  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  light  of  experience,  and  the  history  of  What  has 
n  tried  in  the  past,  the  late  and  the  present  Executive 
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hanJ*  of  barbarism  itself— have  knocked  down  every  fly- 
wheel and  regulator  of  either — have  destroyed  all  the  bal- 
ances of  trade,  and  have  aet  the  machine  in  motion  at  an 
unprecedented  rate  of  Telocity  towarda  self-destruction— 
just  to  try  experiments  •  If  this  subject  be  so  delicate,  why 
has  it  been  so  harshly  tampered  with  by  experimenters?  1 
The  message  continues : 

**  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those  who  disapproved 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
would  fail  to  attribute  to  that  policy  any  extensive  embar- 
rassment In  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  The  mat- 
ter thus  became  connected  with  the  passions  and  conflicts 
of  parly,  etc.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection  that  J 
circumstances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  community 
so  intelligent  as  ours,  from  ultimately  arriving  at  correct 
conclusions." 

No,  sir,  party  itself,  with  all  its  blindness  of  partiality 
and  prejudice  and  passion,  cannot  so  dupe  any  as  to  make 
them  differ  about  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  this  experi- 
ment. I  venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion among  all  men  of  this  country  on  this  subject.  The 
President  may,  with  much  policy,  assume  this  difference  I 
to  exist,  but  it  is  unnatural  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
the  "impartial  and  well-informed"  can  doubt  or  differ,  or 
that  the  ignorant  and  the  bribed  themselves  do  not  distrust 
the  real  causes.  No  flattery  of  its  intelligence  can  now 
enjote  the  community  into  the  theory  or  belief  of  other 
cause  than  one,  and  that  one  cause,  in  one  word,  is— mis- 
government  or  mal-adrninistralioH !  The  primary  cause 
of  all  this  mischief,  the  message  tells  us,  is — overaction  ! 
What  ia  that  !  The  message  says,  1st.  Increase  of  bank 
capita!,  circalstion,  loans,  and  discounts.  2d.  Foreign 
loans  and  debta.  3d  Domestic  debts.  4th.  Speculations 
in  public  lands,  &C.  5th.  Expenditures  in  improvident 
improvement*.  6lh.  The  diversion  of  labor  from  agricul- 
ture. 7th.  Luxurious  habits  of  the  people.  The  message 
says: 

"  However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may  heretofore 
have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief  instrumental- 
ity in  producing  the  present  slate  of  tilings,  the  develop- 
ments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of  other 
commercial  countries,  roust  dispel  oil  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject." 

Now,  sir,  I  affirm  that  there  are  no  "  impartial  and  well- 
informed  persons"  who  are  unwilling  "to  assign  to  these 
very  causes  the  chief  instrumentality  in  producing  the  "  i 
evils  of  the  present  times.  These  are  the  causes,  say  I, 
nay  all.  These,  united  with  oilier,  and  impelled  by  other 
causes,  have  produced  the  mischief.  The  President  admits 
that  this  overaction  derived  its  first  impulses  from  antece- 
dent causes.  What  were  these  antecedent  causes  ?  Here 
he  loaves  us  in  the  dark.  Sir,  I  will  tell  you.  These 
antecedent  causes  were  the  acta  of  the  Government.  "  Sol- 
itary and  alone,"  "the  Government,"  amidst  the  warnings 
of  the  wise,  and  the  cheers  of  the  wicked,  who  batten  on 
the  spoils,  "put  all  these  balls  in  motion  !"  How  did  the 
Government  impel  these,  causes  1  Sir,  a  virtue  ascribed  to 
tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  by  its  worst  enemies  was  its 
salutary  influence  in  checking  the  increase  of  bank  capital, 
and  the  conatant  tendency  of  local  banka  to  over-issue.  In 
the  year  1833  the  war  was  openly  commenced  and  declared 
nirainet  that  institution.  It  waa  aa  certain  to  be  destroyed 
by  the  President  as  Carthage  by  Rome.  It  was  counted 
already  as  dead,  aa  soon  aa  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
wai  justified  by  Congress.  As  long  as  it  existed,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  more  banking  capital ;  it  supplied  the  wants 
of  trade  amply,  and  did  tbe  business  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  people  efficiently.  What  was  the  consequence 
of  its  defeat  1  Sir,  lisleu  to  what  the  President  himself 
aaya  on  that  subject : 

"  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1834,  the  banking 
capital  of  the  United  Stales,  including  that  of  the  national 
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bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about  two  hundred  millions  ; 
the  bank  notes  then  in  circulation  to  about  ninty-five  mil- 
lions ;  and  the  loans  and  discounts  of  the  banks  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty -four  millions.  Between  that  time  and 
the  1st  of  January,  1836,  our  banking  capital  was  increased 
■  to  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  our  paper 
circulation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions, 
and  the  loans  and  discount*  to  more  than  four  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  millions." 

Thus  was  the  banking  capital,  in  two  years,  increased 
more  than  fifiy-one  millions,  paper  circulation  more  than 
forty  five  milliona,  loans  and  discounts  more  than  one  hun- 
|  dred  and  thirty -three  millions ! — according  to  the  President's 
statement  of  the  effect  of  destroying  the  only  safety-valve 
we  had  to  secure  us  from  this  fearful  overaction.  This 
summary  of  the  President  doe*  not  vary  essentially  from 
others  which  I  have  seen.  In  the  National  Gazette  of  April 
8lh,  1837,  you  will  find  the  2d  number  of  the  essays  under 
the  signature  of  An  Examiner :  numbers  which  I  fail  nut 
to  quote,  because  they  are  truly  able  and  philosophical  com- 
mentaries upon  the  political  economy  of  the  times.  There 
I  it  is  stated  that  General  Jackson's  war  against  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  and  his  removal  of  the  depositee,  had, 
in  the  seven  years  which  elapsed  between  the  1st  <  f  Janu- 
ary, 1830,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  produced  the 
following  results : 

1st.  An  augmentation  in  the  number  of  banks  fiom  320 
to  677— an  increase  of  357,  besides  I  10  brain  lies. 

Xd.  An  augmentation  in  banking  capital  of  the  United 
States  from  $145,192,268  to  $324,240,292— an  increase 
of  $179,000,000. 

3d.  An  expansion  in  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  from 
$ 6 1 , 323, 898  to  $  1 85,7 62,506 — an  increase  of  paper  money 
of  upwards  of  $124,000,000. 

4ih.  An  augmentation  of  amount  of  depositee,  public 
and  private,  from  $55,559,928  to  $154,541,894— an  iu- 
crease  of  near  $91,000,000 

Slh.  An  extension  of  the  amount  of  bank  loans  end  dis- 
counts frum  $290,451,214  to  $690,892,661—  an  increase 
of  upwarda  of  $390,000,000  ;  aaum  only  $12,000,000  leas 
than  the  aggregate  of  the  increased  capitals,  circulation  and 
deposites. 

To  teat  the  question,  whether  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  tended  to  prevent  an  increase  of  banking  capital, 
you  have  only  to  compare  tbe  increase  of  banking  capital 
in  the  periods  when  the  bank  did  not  exist  wilb  the  periods 
during  which  it  did  exist. 

"  The  aggregate  capital  of  tbe  banks  in  the  United  Slates 

In  1811,      -  -  -  -  $62,600,000 

1815,  ....  82,200,000 

1816,  -  -  89,800,000 
1820,  ....  102,100,000 
1830,      ....  110,000,000 

1835,  ....  196,250,000 

1836,  (to  the  month  of  August,)  -  291,250,000 
"Thus,  in  ten  years,  from  1820  to  1 830,  the  increase  of 

bank  capital  in  tbe  United  Slates  was  only  eight  millions 
of  dollar* ;  whereas,  in  the  six  following  years—  no,  not  six, 
but  only  five  and  a  Waif— tbe  increase  amounted  to  the 
prodigious  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  millions !" 

Sir,  this  very  increase  of  banking  capital,  issues,  loans, 
and  discounts,  of  which  the  President  now  complains  so 
much,  was  caused  by  "  the  Government" — (he  Executive 
itself — in  warring  upon  and  destroying  the  United  Statea 
Bank ;  and  was  encouraged  by  the  Executive  in  stimula- 
ting tbo  local  bank*  with  the  puMic  depositee.  Ii  was  a 
part  of  the  experiment  itself  to  increase  the  local  bank  cap- 
ital in  order  to  supply  the  vacuum  produced  by  the  fall  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  Aa  soon  as  that  institution  ex- 
pired, competition  in  banking  at  once  commenced.  The 
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tbe  circulating  medium  1  And  the  question  among  the 
banks  wiik,  who  shall  acquire  the  Government  patronage  1 
It  had  been  urged  vehemently,  by  the  frienda  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatea  Bank,  that  if  the  Government  destroyed  that  in- 
stitution it  would  destroy  the  circulating  medium,  currency, 
ai  d  exchange.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Government 
to  meet  and  answer  that  objection,  by  stimulating  its  pet 
banks  with  Government  credit  to  perform  all  the  functions 
and  offices,  commercial  and  financial,  of  the  United  States 
Bank.  In  proof  of  this,  air,  I  adduce  the  numerous  and 
various  circulars  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  from 
1833  up  to  the  moment  when  the  bubble  bursted  in  the 
spring  of  1837.  [Here  Mr.  Wtaa  read  tbe  two  circulars— 
of  July  7th,  1834,  and  of  February  82d,  1836.] 

The  deposite  banks  were  expressly  told  that  while  they 
bad  the  "  use,  without  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums 
of  the  public  money,  they  should  make  some  further  tem- 
porary sacrifices  to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other 

dium and  all  this  was  with  the  view  of  tbe  Department 
to  improve  the  currency  !  Tbe  banks  were  appealed  to  to 
establish  a  credit,  mutual,  if  they  chose,  to  redeem  and  re- 
issue a  certain  amount  of  each  other's  bills,  aa  they  might 
be  needed  for  circulation  in  travelling  and  the  transmis- 
sion of  funds  at  a  distance.  They  were  regularly  notified, 
through  their  agent,  Whitney,  how  long  Government  de- 
posites  might  remain  in  their  vaults  for  them  to  trade, 
issue,  loan,  and  discount  upon.  Sir,  I  adduce,  as. further 
aud  conclusive  evidence,  ibis  message  itself.  (Seepage  1 1.)  j 
*<  Tbe  use  by  tbe  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the  ! 
money  deposited  with  them,  has  received  lite  sanction  of  i 
from  the  commencement  of  this  connex-  j 
received  Irom  the  people,  instead  of  be- 
ing kept  till  it  is  needed  fur  their  use,  is,  in  consequence 
of  this  authority,  a  fund  on  which  discounts  are  made  for 
the  profit  of  those  who  happen  to  be  owners  of  stock  in  the  | 
banks  selected  as  depositories.  The  supposed,  and  often 
exaggerated  advantages  «f  aucb  a  boon  will  si  ways  cause 
it  to  be  sought  for  with  avidity.  I  will  not  stop  to  con- 
sider on  whom  the  patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  confer- 
red ;  whether  tbe  selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Con- 
gress or  to  the  Executive,  either  will  be  subjected  to  ap- 
peals made  in  every  form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest 
can  suggest  The  banks,  under  such  a  system,  are  stim- 
ulated to  make  the  most  of  their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the 
deposiiea  are  treated  as  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and 
circulations  are  rashly  augmented  ;  and,  when  the  public 
exigencies  require  a  return,  it  ia  attended  with  embarrass- 
ments not  provided  for  nor  foreseen.  Thus,  bauks  that 
thought  themselves  most  fortunate  when  tbe  public  funds 
were  received,  find  themselves  most  embarrassed  when  the 
season  of  payment  suddenly  arrives. 

"  Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  arc  not 
limited  to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  ratlines*  oi 
enterprise,  and  aggravstes  the  fluctuations  of  commerce 
and  the  currency.  Tbis  result  was  strikingly  exhibited 
during  the  epemtiona  of  the  late  deposite  system,  aud  ee- 
peciatly  in  the  purchases  of  public  lands.  The  order  which 
ultimately  directed  the  payment  of  gold  aud  silver  in  such 
purchases,  greatly  cheeked,  but  could  not  altogether  pre- 
vent, the  evil.  Specie  was,  indeed,  more  difficult  to  be 
procured  than  the  nates  which  the  banks  could  themselves 
create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtained  from  them  aa  a 
loan,  and  returned  as  a  deposite,  which  tbey  were  sgain 
at  liberty  to  use,  it  only  passed  round  the  circle  with  di- 
minished speed.  This  nperstion  could  not  hav.  Iiecn  per- 
formed, had  the  funds  of  the  Government  gone  into  the 
Treasury  to  be  regularly  disbursed,  and  not  into  funks  to 
be  loen*d  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  were  permit- 
ted to  substitute  for  it  a  credit  in  account." 


In  page  12  be  further  goes  on  to  say  : 
"Since,  therefore,  experience  has  i 


that  to  lend 


the  public  money  to  the  local  banks  ia  hazardous  to  the 
operations  of  the  Government,  at  leaat  of  doubtful  benefit 
to  the  institutions  themselves,  and  productive  of  disaatroua 
derangement  in  the  business  and  currency  of  tbe  country, 
is  it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  renew  the  connexion  V 

8ir,  who  gave  the  use  of  the  public  money  to  the  local 
banks,  for  their  own  benefit  1  Who  made  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  people  a  fund  on  which  discounts  wore 
made  for  the  profits  of  those  who  happened  to  be  owners 
of  stock  in  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  1  Who 
caused  this  boon  to  be  sought  for  with  avidity  T  Who 
stimulated  the  hanks  to  make  the  most  of  their  fortunate 
acquisition  1  Who  encouraged  them  to  treat  the  depositee 
a*  an  increase  of  capitall  Who  caused  loans  and  circu- 
lation to  be  rashly  augmented  1  Sir,  the  message  itself 
answers—"  the  Government,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  connexion  !"  He  needed  not  to  stop  to  consider  on 
whom  the  patronage  wax  conferred;  tbe  Government  sanc- 
tion was  given  to  all  this  monstrous  abuse  of  public  trust, 
for  reasons  beat  known  to  him  who  now  sits  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair,— reasons  which  be  will  never  mention,  if 
nobody  else  does !  How  profligate  though,  and  insolent, 
must  that  man  be,  who  first  stimulates  another  to  the 
height  of  intoxication  and  madness,  for  purposes  of  base 
profit,  and  then  turns  upon  his  victim  and  tool,  and  de- 
rides and  denounces  him  to  the  world  ! !  Such  is  tbe  con- 
duct of  "  the  Government" — the  Ex  and  the  In-Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  towards  the  deposite  banks  (  The 
increase  of  circulation,  loans,  and  discounts  was  rather  an 
effect  then  a  cause.  Money  waa  made  plenty  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government.  Money  plenty — there  waa  a  do- 
mestic demand  for  credit,  which  caused  domestic  debt ; 
and  the  same  cause  produced  our  foreign  debt,  and  large 
importations— our  speculations  in  public  lands,  and  in 
every  species  of  property.  The  Government  officers  es- 
pecially were  interested  and  engaged,  deeply  and  fraud- 
ulently, in  these  very  land  speculations ;  and  the  improvi- 
dent extravagance  of  the  Government,  in  appropriating 
immense  sums  to  public  works,  drew  off  more  labor  from 
agriculture  than  all  the  private  speculations  of  the  nation 
could  have  done.  Tbe  whole  system  tended  and  operated 
to  hallucinate  tbe  public  mind,  and  to  corrupt  the  public 
morale.  Cruel,  indeed,  is  it,  no  less  to  the  |ieuple  than 
to  the  pet  banks,  to  blame  them  with  effects  proceeding 
directly  from  the  mal-adtniuistration  of  the  Government. 
In  no  other  point  of  view  are  they  to  be  blamed  {or  their 
participation  in  the  wrong  than  for  having  trusted  their 
great  interests  and  their  liberties  to  such  abandoned  and 
insolent  rulers !  The  system  of  the  Government  was  not 
limited  to  the  banks;  it  did  stimulate  "a  general 
of  enterprise,  and  aggravated  the  fluctuations  of 
and  currency." 

But  tbe  President  takes  comfort  in  his  misfortunes  from 
companionship  in  grief — from  alleged  dirtresses  in  other 
countries.    He  tays : 

"  It  has  since  appeared  tbat  evils,  similar  to  those  suf- 
fered by  ourselves,  have  been  experienced  in  Great  Britain, 
on  the  continent,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  commercial 
world ;  and  that  in  other  countries,  aa  well  aa  in  our  own, 
they  have  been  uniformly  preceded  by  an  undue  enlarge- 
ment of  the  boundaries  ni  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by 
unprecedented  expansions  of  tbe  systems  of  credit." 

Now,  sir,  we  happen  to  have  an  authority  upon  this 
point,  which  does  most  conclusively  show  the  fallacy  of 
this  position  assumed  by  the  administration ;  an  authority, 
too,  which  beautifully  illustrates  the  value  and  impoitance 
of  a  national  bank  in  times  of  commercial  and  financial 
embarrassment  and  distress.  Sir,  I  call  the  all  en  lion  of 
the  committee  to  a  "statement  rendered  in  the  name  of  the 
Council  General  of  the  Bank  of  France,  by  the  Count 
D'Argout,  Governor,"  to  a  "general  meeting  of  the  stoek- 
on  tbe  acth  of  January,  1837."    (See  "  The  Ft- 
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13th, 


noncial  Register  of  the  United  Sutee," 
1837,  No,  8,  vol.  I.) 

In  thii  important  document  we  find  a  full  and  satisfac- 
tory answer  to  thia  part  of  the  message,  contradicting  it 
expressly,  and  ahowing  where  the  commercial  criaia  and 
pressure  commenced.    The  statement  nays: 

"  The  consolidation  of  public  order  haa  favored  the  ex- 
tension  of  commerce,  and  haa  augmented  the  revenues  of 
the  State.  Commerce  haa  demanded  of  the  bank  the  moot 
ample  means  of  credit ;  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  Treas- 
ury haa  rendered  the  assistance  of  the  bank  leas  necessitry 
and  less  useful  to  it.  Far  from  regretting  the  diminution 
of  oar  relations  with  it,  we  ought  to  congratulate  ourselves; 
we  therein  find  a  certain  proof  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  We  are  happily  very  far  from  those  critical  pe- 
riods, during  which  the  bank  had  at  the  same  time  to  aaaial 
commerce  and  to  aid  the  Treasury.  If  at  the  luteal  of 
these  epocha  the  bank  waa  enabled  to  furnish,  in  a  single 
year,  617  millions  to  commerce,  and  253  to  the  Treasury, 
she  feels  honored  by  the  recollection  of  it ;  but  she  felici- 
tates beraelf  at  not  being  at  this  day  called  upon  to  employ 
her  resources  otherwise  than  in  seconding  the  progress  of 
commerce,  or  in  protecting  it  against  a  return  of  those  dis- 
tressing vicissitudes  which  occasionally  happen. 

"  It  is  to  this  Inst  result  that  she  has  just  devoted  all  her 
efforts.  During  the  second  hslf  of  the  year  1 836,  the  se- 
curity of  commerce  appeared  shaken,  confidence  waa  for  a 
weakened.  From  the  month  of  July,  some  symp- 
of  a  partial  distress  had  begun  to  manifest  themselves. 
The  march  of  our  manufactures  had  been  so  rapid,  that 
there  could  not  have  failed  to  arrive  a  period  of  reaction. 
Some  exportation*  of  coin,  the  importance  of  which  waa 
exaggerated,  and  which  aro  now  insensibly  reduced,  exci- 
ted a  certain  degree  of  anxiety,  when  a  crisis  rather  severe 
overtook  the  United  States.  The  scarcity  of  ape. 
the  interest  of  money  there  to  an  exorbitant  rate  It 
at  London  that  this  reaction  of  this  crisis  was  first  felt.  The 
li  .mk  of  England,  notwithstanding  the  power  of  her  means 
of  action  and  her  well-known  skill,  found  herself  obliged 
to  raise  the  rate  of  discount  from  4  to  4  J  per  cent.,  and 
subsequently  to  5.  The  Bank  of  Amsterdam  imitated  this 
example.  France  could  not  withdraw  herself  entirely  from 
the  influence  of  these  events,  for  the  con. metre  of  the 
whole  world  is  more  or  less  responsible  for  all  iu  parts. 

"  Although  this  commercial  reaction  only  reached  us 
second-hand,  and  consequently  enfeebled,  it  could  n«>t  fail 
to  develop  the  seeds  of  embarrassment  which  I  hsve  just 
now  alluded  to.  Thus,  in  many  towns  of  the  kingdom, 
the  interest  of  money  rose  to  5  and  5J,  and  even  for  a  mo- 
ment to  6  per  cent.  Money  became  scarce ;  demands  for 
siwcie  were  nddres.«ed  to  Paria  from  different  points  of 
France,  and  from  neighboring  countries.  The  coflers  of 
the  bank  could  alone  furnish  it  She  had  then  to  admin- 
ister simultaneously  to  the  wants  of  the  capital  and  to  those 
of  the  departments,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  adjoining 
States.  If  the  bank  bad  shown  the  least  hesitation,  fear* 
would  probably  have  become  general.  The  public  funds, 
which  bad  already  declined,  would  perhaps  have  expe- 
rienced a  much  heavier  depression ;  this  momentary  pres- 
sure might  have  been  converted  into  a  real  crisis. 

••The  bank,  in  this  situation,  restricted  neither  the 
length  of  time  whic»i  paper  had  to  run,  nor  diminished  the 
amount  of  tier  discounts.  8he  delivered  up  to  the  circula- 
tion 108  millions  of  specie,  and  discounted  450  millions  in 
six  months.  She  maintained  at  4  per  cent  the  rate  of  her 
interest  when  this  limit  had  been  exceeded  by  s  great  part 
of  Europe.  It  is  thus  that  she  wss  able  to  arrest  or  to 
check  a  movement  which  seemed  to  be  assuming  a  serious 
a*  poet. 

"  But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this,  she  wss  obliged  to  | 
have  recourse  to  extraordinary  precaution.    The  specie  on 
decreased  rapidly ;  it  wa 


reduction.  The  bank  purchased  eight  millions  of  gold  at 
Paria;  she  drew  from  abroad  10,800,000  francs  in  silver 
bullion.  The  premium  expended  in  procuring  the  gold 
will  sooner  or  later  be  made  up.  The  operation  on  the 
bullion  occasioned  a  loss  of  105,000  francs.  This  loss  has 
in  some  measure  been  recompensed  by  more  abundant  die- 
counts  ;  but,  even  had  it  been  impossible  to  obtain  any 
compensation,  this  consideration  would  not  have  prevented 
the  Council  from  taking  that  course;  it  would  equally  have 
adopted  it  without  hesitation,  inasmuch  as  it  was  imperi- 
ously called  for  by  the  interests  of  commerce ;  a  fact  which 
it  now  frankly  declarea  to  you  through  my  instrumentality. 

"The  interests  of  commerce,  gentlemen,  are  therefor* 
intimately  allied  to  yours.  The  aggregate  of  the  di  video  da 
of  1836  have  given  you  a  proof  of  it  You  received  in 
1834  but  80  franca,  and  in  18*5,  98;  the  year  183G  gives 
you  1 12  franca.  This  is  the  highest  annual  dividend  that 
has  been  declared  since  the  creation  of  the  bank." 

So  much  for  the  preasure  in  Britain  and  on  the  continent 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  sir,  I  believe  the  fact  waa,  though  I 
am  not  confident  in  elating  it  to  be  so,  thst  cotton  actually 
fell  in  New  Orleans  before  advices  were  received  of  a  foil 
in  Liverpool !  This  is  an  unexampled  fact,  if  it  were  so, 
that  produce  should  fall  at  the  place  of  exportation  before 
it  waa  known  that  price*  had  diminished  at  the  market  of 
sale !  The  fact  might  well  be  so,  owing  to  the  failures  of 
our  own  merchants,  and  the  total  want  of  exchanges  at 
home.  I  have  endeavored  to  olttain  accurate  information 
as  to  thia  fact  I  have  only  the  information,  however,  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Ragoet's  communication  in  the  National 
Gazette  of  the  14th  of  September  last,  under  the  signature 
of  "  An  Examiner;"  and  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman "f  Philadelphia  to  a  friend  assures  me  that  "the 
heavy  failures  in  New  Orleans  [Herman,  Brigga,  dc  Co., 
Ac]  took  place  about  the  end  of  February,  or  the  1st  or 
2d  of  March.  This  waa  shortly  before  the  bad  news  was 
received  from  Liverpool." 

But,  sir,  there  were  other  causes  of  thia  catastrophe, 
proceeding  from  the  action  of  lite  Government,  beside*  the 
increase  of  hanking  capital,  circulation,  loana  and  discounts, 
besides  foreign  and  domestic  debts,  and  the  other  causes 
enumerated  in  the  message.  Besides  the  importation  of 
aooie  ten  millions  of  silver  dollars  from  abroad,  wbieb  com- 
menced with  the  removal  of  the  deposites  in  October,  1833, 
and  continued  until  luly,  1834,  and  "which  would  not 
have  been  imported  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,"  and 
which,  in  part,  increased  the  issues,  loans,  and  discounts 
of  banks,  snd  the  dolus  consequently  of  individuals,  I  pro- 
ceed to  enumerate  the  "  gold  bill"  aa  ooe  of  the  most  prom- 
inent acts  of  "the  Government"  which  caused  presume 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  I  voted  for  that  bill,  snd  there- 
fore owe  an  apology  for  my  vote.  The  brst  apology  I  can 
make  is  the  only  one  which  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion can  make  for  it — I  a»k  forgiveness,  for  I  knew  not  what 
I  did !  The  party  and  the  President  were  bent  on  the  gWy 
of  gold  ;  to  increase  its  amount  in  the  country  was  **  a  part 
of  the  system."  1  could  not  at  the  time,  see  how  the  ex- 
change in  part  of  a  stiver  for  a  gold  basis  would  injure  us 
though  I  confess  I  did  not  understand  how  H  was  to  bene- 
fit the  country,  snd  I  was  anxious  that  th«  administration 
should  have  no  excuse  left  for  the  failure  of  the  experiment 
if  it  should  fail,  as  it  has.  It  is  singular  enough  that  mora 
than  one  mean*  which  were  selected  to  make  the  experi- 
ment successful  and  permanently  efficient,  have  contributed 
moat  signally  to  its  failure.  So  did  the  gold  bill.  Tba 
manner  in  which  it  has  done  ao  is  clearly  demonstrated  in 
the  3d  No.  of  "  An  Examiner."  (See  N 
of  April  8,  1837.) 

"Suffice  it  to  say,  that  n  more  unfortunate  tncasur 
the  country  could  scarcely  have  been  devised,  as  I  will 
endeavor  to  make  apparent. 

"By  the  mint  regulations  of  1701,  tin 
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•n  pure  gold  and  pure  silver  was  assumed  to  he  I  to 
15 ;  that  is,  one  ounce  of  pure  gold  was  assumed  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  fifteen  ounces  of  pure  silver,  and  according 
to  thia  proportion  were  the  gold  eagles  and  silver  dollars, 
and  their  fractions  regulated.  For  tome  years  our  cur- 
rency was  composed  partly  of  gold  and  partly  of  silver ; 
but  it  so  happened  that,  prior  to  the  year  1818,  the  relative 
value  of  these  two  metals  had  undergone  a  change  in  the 
general  market  of  Europe,  so  that  one  ounce  of  gold  could 
readily  be  exchanged  for  more  than  fifteen  ounces  of  silver. 
The  consequence  of  thia  was,  that  whenever  coin  was  re- 
quired to  he  exported  to  Europe,  gold  was  sent  in  prefer- 
ence to  silver ;  and  this  exportation  continuing  until  the 
year  1 822,  scarcely  a  gold  coin  was,  at  that  period,  left  in 
circulation.  Even  the  gold  which  was  subsequently  pro- 
duced in  the  Southern  States  went  abroad  in  search  of  its 
equivalent. 

"By  this  disappearance  of  gold,  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  became  virtually  a  currency  of  silver.  8ilver 
dollars  and  their  fractional  parts  were  the  coins  universally 
employed.  As  the  basis  of  a  banking  system,  they  had 
all  the  value  of  gold ;  and,  if  their  portability  was  not  as 
great,  they  were  far  more  convenient  than  gold  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life. 
But  this  was  not  all.  The  currency  of  the  United  States 
was  placed  in  a  state  of  independence  as  regards  the  cur- 
rency of  Great  Britain,  which  was  of  gold;  so  that  each 
country,  in  the  management  of  its  banking  system,  had 
only  to  look  to  itself.  An  expansion  or  contraction  of  the 
paper  currency  of  cither  country  had  but  a  trifling  inff 
upon  the  currency  of  the  other,  and  the  eommercii 
perity  of  neither  was  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  other. 

"  One  remarkable  pi  oof  of  the  truth  of  this  position  is 
to  be  found  in  the  well-known  faet  that  the  great  panic  and 
pressure  for  money  which,  in  the  year  182S,  brought  the 
Bank  of  England  to  the  verge  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
and  absolutely  compelled  eighty  private  banks  to  suspend, 
was  not  felt  in  the  United  States  as  a  general  pressure  for 
money,  although  many  commercial  disasters  resulted  from 
a  fail  in  the  price  of  cotton,  in  which  article  heavy  specu- 
lations had  been  entered  into.  Another  proof  is  to  be 
found  in  the  condition  of  Great  Britain  during  the  period 
of  General  Jackson's  panic  above  referred  to.  Whilst  we 
drew  from  her  near  four  millions  of  silver  dollars  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  it  produced  no  pressure  for  money  in  the 
London  market.  The  writer  remembers  noticing  that  fact 
at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  be  is  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  austain  it  by  evidence  which  will  not  be  disputed. 
In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  has 
been  heretofore  assumed  as  authority  for  most  of  his  calcu- 
lations, there  is  a  table  giving  'the  aggregate  amount  of 
note*  circulated  in  England  and  Wales,  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  by  private  banks,  and  by  joint-stock  banks  and 
their  branches,'  at  the  following  dates: 
December  28,  1833,  when  the  amount  was  £27,681,104 
March       29,  1834,  do  do  28,735,827 

June         28,  1834,  do  do  29,207,682 

"The  importations  of  dollars  from  England  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  commenced  in  November,  1833,  one  month  after 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  continued  until  July,  1834, 
when  tho  news  of  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill  reached  that 
country  ;  and  yet  we  find  that,  between  the  28th  of  De  • 
ember,  1833,  and  the  28th  of  June,  1884,  the  currency 
of  England,  so  far  from  having  been  contracted  in  conse- 
quence of  that  importation,  was  positively  increased  more 
than  seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  estimating  the 
pound  sterling  at  #4  80.  This  arose  from  the  r/trcum- 
tit  a  rice  that  silver  dollars  were,  in  England,  mere  articles 
of  merchandise ;  and  the  abstraction  of  a  few  millions  of 
them  could  produce  no  more  eftect  upon  the  currency  of 
Great  Britain  than  the  exportation  of  an  equal  value  in 
iron  or  lead,  dry  good*  or  hardware. 


"  But  this  was  not  all.  The  steadiness  of  the  English 
currency  prevented  a  fall  from  taking  place  in  the  prices 
of  cotton  and  other  American  produce,  which  would  have 
occasioned  great  loss  to  the  American  shippers,*  whilst, 
at  the  same  time,  it  enabled  British  capitalists  to  extend 
relief  to  our  merchants,  by  the  acceptance  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, or  by  shipments  of  specie. 

"  By  the  gold  bill,  enacted  on  the  28th  of  June,  1834, 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  was  changed  so  as  to 
render  an  ounce  of  gold  the  equivalent  of  about  sixteen 
ounces  of  silver.  Another  law  was  passed  on  the  same 
day,  declaring  certain  foreign  coins  a  legal  tender,  one  of 
the  effects  of  which  was  to  make  the  British  sovereign,  or 
gold  pound  sterling,  equal  in  value  to  about  $4  87$  of 
American  currency  ;  and  the  joint  effect  of  the  two  was  to 
render  gold  the  preferred  metal  on  all  occasions  where  im- 
portations of  specie  from  Europe  were  called  for  by  the 
operations  of  commerce.  From  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  these  laws,  the  shipment*  from  Europe  were  ordered  to 
be  made  in  gold  instead  of  silver, #  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  this  demand  reaching  the  coffers  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  great  repository  of  gold  in  Europe,  produced 
an  immediate  effect  upon  the  currency  of  Great  Britain, 
by  compelling  the  banks  to  contract  their  issues.  Hence 
we  find,  by  the  Secretary's  table,  above  referred  to,  that  a 
contraction  took  place  in  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  in 
England  and  Wales,  so  that,  on  the  27th  of  September, 
1834,  the  amount  was  reduced  to  £28,591, 1 12,  and  on  tho 
2  ;th  of  December  to  £27,729,828,  being  a  diminution  of 
upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

"  From  these  facts,  supported  by  the  documentary  evi- 
dence of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  well  as  by  sound 
reason,  it  is  manifest  that  the  passage  of  the  gold  bills 
identified  the  British  and  American  currencies,  und  render- 
ed each  forever  thereafter  liable  to  be  influenced  by  the 
other.  Expansions  and  contractions  can  now  hardly  fail 
to  lie  simultaneous,  and  henceforth,  more  than  at  the  period 
when  the  sentence  was  first  pronounced  by  Mr.  Gorbam, 
in  Congress,  must  it  be  true,  that  *  the  barometer  of  the 
American  money  market  hangs  up  at  the  Stock  Exchange 
in  London.'  Overissues  by  the  English  banks  cannot  fail 
to  excite  overissues  by  the  American  banks ;  for,  as  Great 
Britain  is  the  country  in  which  almost  all  our  exchange 
transactions  with  the  world  are  concentrated,  if  the  British 
standard  of  currency  be  depreciated  below  the  metallic 
standard  of  the  continent,  wc  shall  feel  its  effects  in  our 
currency,  without  being  able  to  detect  it.  '  Shall  feel,'  did 
I  say  1  We  do  already  feel  it ;  and  there  cannot  he  a 
question  that  our  present  pecuniary  embarrassments  have 
been  greatly  ougmented  by  the  operation  of  this  cause,  re- 
sulting from  one  of  Gen.  Jackson's  'humble  efforts'  to  re- 
hire of  the  practical  opcr- 
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"t  Tho  agirieitalft  amount  of  gold  roiti  and  bullion  ini|»>ned  durm» 
the  Vftir  endinc  on  thp  30th  September,  1834,  was  e.T,766,l  Ti,  of  which 
gl/jilfiGftatnin  from  England,  and  S&4.67J  from  France 

''The  H«rf|ralP  annum  <  f  irnl.l  Imported  dnrine  tho  year  eridin* on 
30th  Sei*e«iher,  !*»,  w«s  tWS.IW,  of  which  tl,036,ICK  came  from 
Enclanil,  and  a  14 i,9i3  c.iu*e  Iroin  France. 

"  It  is  prolnl.de  that  nearly  the.  whole  of  this  gold  was  imported 
within  the  last  six  months  of  ihe  year  KM,  under  orders  clveii  after 
tho  passaxe  of  th«  irold  hill,  and  before  the  country  h  id  recovered 
from  the  shock  which  led  to  lh»  imp  .nation  of  coin.  There  was  ex- 
mrted  during  this  same  v<wr,  in  fold.  s»I5.6r9,  pruhaldy  dm  in*  the 
last  six  nwti'.h*  of  the  riuancinl  y^nr. 
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of  a  law  which  wn  capable  of  producing  the  most 
results,  General  lackson,  had  ho  understood  the 
subject,  would  have  abatained  from  anj  active  participation 
in  rendering  it  more  mischievous  and  fatal  than  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  commerce  would  have  rendered  it.  But 
not  so.  Carried  away,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  ignit  fat  urn— 
hi-  '  constitutional  currency' — he  arrogated  to  himself  the 
right,  by  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  executive  authority, 
of  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  owners  of  the  French  indem- 
nity. Those  citizens  were  entitled  by  treaty  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  aum  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  France,  with- 
out any  deduction  whatever,  either  for  the  purpose  of  glori- 
fying General  Jackson,  or  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  pursue  hi*  favorite  Jack  o' Lantern.  They  were  also 
entitled  to  their  money  without  a  moment's  unnecessary 
delay,  and  the  manifestly  plain  course  which  justice  de- 
manded to  be  pursued  was,  to  have  given  each  claimant  a 
bill  upon  France  for  the  amount  of  his  claim,  to  be  nego- 
tiated or  collected  in  the  mode  which  best  might  suit  him. 
This  cour»c  was  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
by  some  of  the  claimants,  who  proved  it  to  be  the  cheapest 
and  most  prompt  mode  by  which  they  could  lie  placed  in  pos- 
sesion of  their  property  ;  and  it  is  evident  that,  had  any  of 
the  claimants  wished  gold  for  his  share,  he  could  have  im- 
ported it  upon  quite  as  favorable  terms  as  the  Government.* 
But  no.  The  demands  of  justice  weighed  nothing  in  the 
scale,  when  opposed  to  the  glory  of  « the  constitutional  cur- 
rency.' Orders  were  sent  to  France  to  transmit  the  amount 
of  the  four  instalments  of  the  indemnity  paid  in  February, 
1SJ6,  amounting  to  near  four  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold. 
To  procure  this  quantity  of  gold,  a  draft  was  made  upon 
the  London  market,  which,  if  it  did  not  create,  at  least  as- 
sisted to  augmeut,  that  pressure  upon  the  British  currency 
which  commenced  in  April,  and  which  every  one  knows 
has  been  continued,  with  occasional  fluctuations,  up  to  the 
1 1th  M  irch,  1H37,  the  date  of  the  last  advices,  and  which 
has  been  latleily  augmented  by  the  additional  demand  for 
nearly  another  million  of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  fifth 
instalment  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  France  in  February 
It  is  not  pretended  that  the  whole  pressure  on  the 
within  the  last  year  has  been 


•  Excumge.  on  Paris  at  New  York,  for  a  till  at  60  days"  -s.c-lit.  be- 
tween the  Jd  of  March,  and  the  loth  of  June,  ITS5,  fluctuated  fr  <m 
what  is  called  6  "25 to  B V\  mskin?  an  averse-  of  .*  3iJ  The  par  ox 
change  on  Paris  is  about  S.3SJ :  that  is,  one  cl  -liar  of  Ativ-rtcan  cur- 
rency m  (-univalent  to  3  francs  ami  33!  centimes,  or  niie-lnni  In  <llh 
parts  of  a  fran<\  Th»  exchange  Uo-n  was,  nt  the  peri  »1  rnenti  -ned, 
half  per  cent- above  par ;  which,  added  tonne  |»>r  cent  .which  a  dill 
at  tiflU,  such  as  the  Government  bad  a  right  to  draw,  and  perhaps  half 
per  cent,  fur  the  superior  security  of  a  Government  t'ill  over  a  private 
till,  would  make  shout  tKoptr  rtnt  that  the  i  lalnumts  would  h  ive  re- 
ceived beyond  the  amount  of  theirclnlnia  It  is  true  that  the  exrh.i  ire 
Upon  France  might  have  fallen  s..iiieth!n<»  in  consequence  of  the  In- 
creased supply  of  l>d Is.  I>M  this  omld  not  have  equalled  the  K«a  which 
the  cUimiiiiistiustalned  bv  the  delay  to  receive  their  money,  which  was 
not  paid  until  July,  and  which  was  then  subject  to  a  deduction  f.ir  the 
ei|wti»eg  of  freight,  insurance,  an  !  commissions  incident  to  the  lui 
po'lali  nt  of  the  f  >ld. 

"Th«  Iwat  commentary,  however,  upon  the  f  »lly  of  the**  Imp^rta- 
ttsoa  is  to  b-  f  mod  in  thp  f  illowin"  ankle,  which  is  enpisd  from  the 
Washing  >n  Gl  be  of  the  1st  of  April . 

•"Nsapomta*  IwBEiiKiTr.— Tli"  last  New  York  American  con 
t-Oiied  the  following : 

"•  The  Hi  ik  of  America  wilt  als  •  draw  th-  lr  bills  on  the 
chills.  •  f  I'ar.s,  lor  upwards  if  a  million  of  francs.' 

"•The  aU.ve sum,  which  the  Bank  of  America  proposes  t 
f >r.  is,  we,  pr<-f<io»e,  on  account  of  the  next  instalment  falling  due 
under  the  N»»p>l'ian  treaty. 

'■'The  l*uk  havine.  as  we  learn, sn  ip  n  credit  t.a  l*m»  amount 
ttpoti  the  Kothsc.hihls,  but  Ijein?  unwilling  to  avid  of  It,  under  exist. 
Iru;  circunittsiKi-s,  su-.'ifestpd  that  the  next  inslatment,  to  be  paid  in 
May  or  Juno,  muhl  be  anticipated  under  that  credit. 

"  '  Th<-  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  are  informed,  Godirut  thu  the 
inlfn-st  of  the  claimants,  In  the  pr'eo»m  sU'eof  thinvs,  would  be  pro- 
moted by  »vailinc  of  the  present  Inch  rale  of  exchange, o* er  any  olh-r 
In  «J k  of  bringing  home  the  lun  ls.  and  that,  to  the  extent  of  the  same, 
they  mWit  lie  used  In  relieve  the  community,  unii'sntatingty  aiwnted 
to  th''  suitfestion,  and  directed  the  M«-s»rs.  Welles,  the  aaents  for  rc- 
eel  vi. it  th'-  Indemnity,  to  |wv  it  over  to  the  Messrs  Kothschilda  as  s  on 
at  roc-ivd,  to  reimburse  idem  for  (he  bills  drawn  in  a:iticipati.>n  of 
Its  retell*. 

"  -  It  is  for  ibis  sum.  and  upon  this  arrangement,  wo 
Bank  of  Aaerlra  |>o>p  mil  t  ■  |viss  the  bills  on  Paris.'  " 


stoned  by  the  last  mentioned  <  humble  efforts'  to  restore 
'the  constitutional  currency.'  Other  demands  for  gold 
have  existed,  amongst  them  one  by  the  Bank  of  America, 
the  principal  deposite  bank  in  Mew  York,  and  one  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  rendered  eipedient  by  the  rapid 
return  of  her  noiea  for  payment  in  the  early  part  of  1836, 
owing  to  the  substitution  in  their  place,  throughout  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  country,  of  the  notes  of  some 
of  Gen.  Jackson's  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  new  banks. 

"  Of  the  practical  operations  of  these  two  '  humble  ef- 
forts' upon  the  immediate  interests  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  it  behooves  us  now  to  speak. 

"  The  contraction  of  the  British  currency,  as  every  in- 
telligent observer  knows,  has  been  to  create  a  pressure  for 
money  in  England,  which  has  produced  the  following  re- 
sults : 

"1.  The  market  rate  of  interest  has  been  advanced 
from  24  to  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  first  rate  cornmerrial 
paper,  which  has  bad  a  tendency  to  keep  money  in  Eng- 
land which  would  otherwise  have  sought  investment  in  the 
United  State.. 

"  2.  British  merchants  are  prevented  from  accepting, 
with  their  accustomed  freedom,  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
upon  shipments  of  American  produce. 

"3.  British  cpiulists  are  less  able  than  before  to  make 
advances,  or  loans  on  the  security  of  American  stocks, 
which  cuts  off  a  large  source  from  which  capital  has  been 
heretofore  supplied  for  our  various  internal  improvements. 

"  4.  British  manufacturers  are  lesa  able  than  heretofore 
to  give  credit  to  such  of  our  importing  merchants  as  re- 
quire it. 

"6.  The  price  of  cotton  baa  fallen,  since  the  first  of 
January  last,  four  or  five  cents  a  pound,  in  England,  by 
which  American  shippers  will  lose  twenty  or  twenty-five 
per  cent,  upon  the  stocks  gone  forward,  and  by  which  our 
cotton  planters  will  be  deprived  of  a  corresponding  or  a 
greater  amount,  as  the  fall  of  prices  at  the  South  has  al- 
ready made  evident. 

"  And  now  it  only  remains  for  us  to 
these  'bumble  efforts'  tended  to  restore  'the 
tional  currency  V  Has  the  importation  of  thirty  millions 
of  gold  and  silver  pushed  any  paper  out  of  circulation  ! 
So  far  from  it,  the  amount  of  paper  has  augmented,  as  we 
have  shown,  to  an  incredible  amount.  The  banks  all  seem 
to  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that  their  power  to  emit 
and  keep  their  notes  in  profitable  circulation  was  just  in 
proportion  to  the  specie  they  had  on  hand,  and  accordingly 
wc  have  seen  that,  just  in  the  measure  that  General  Jack- 
son supplied  them  with  one  million  of  dollars  in  coin,  they 
supplied  tho  public  with  three  millions  of  dollars  in  paper. 
So  much  for  the  soundness  of  this  '  constitutional  cur- 
rency ;'  and  now  for  its  uniformity. 

On  the  2d  of  Janury,  1830,  when  General  Jackson,  in 
his  message  to  Congress,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Suites,  said  that  '  it  must  be  admitted  Uy  all  that 
it  has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a  uniform  and 
sound  currency,'  the  rates  of  domestic  exchange  were  as 
follows,  as  apppcars  from  the  New  Vork  shipping  and 
ml  list: 

1  per  cent. 
2  to  2  j  do. 

I  4  to  |  do. 

I I  to  2  do. 
1    to  1  4  do. 


Richmond, 
North  Carolina, 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
New  Orleans, 


"The  rates  on  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  the  day 


General  Jackson 

the  saute  authority,  are 
Richmond, 
North  Carolina, 
Charleston, 
Savannah, 
New  Orleans 


1  to  I J  per  cent. 
24  do. 
24  to  3  do. 
24  to  3  do. 
3   to  4  do. 
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**  Let  these  two  tables  speak  for  themselves. 
"  And  now,  reader,  with  all  these  proofs  before  you,  of 
the  total  f  ulureof  all  General  Jackson's  schemes  of  finance 


you  read  the  following  passago  in  his  fsrewell  address, 
tout  asking  yourself  whether  he  was  really  in  earnest  1 


really  in 

'  My  humble  efforts  have  not  been  spared  during  my 
administration  of  the  Government  to  restore  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  something,  I  trust, 
has  been  done  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  most  de- 
sirable object.'  AN  EXAMINER." 

In  addition  to  these  causes,  set  in  operation  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, came  the  celebrated  Treasury  order  or  circular  of 
July  II,  1836.  This  circular  enacted,  by  Executive  order, 
that  after  the  l&th  day  of  August,  1836,  the  receivers  of 
public  money  and  the  deposite  banks  should  receive  in  pay- 
ineot  of  the  public  lands  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
in  the  proper  placea  Virginia  land  scrip.  Frauds,  specu- 
lations, and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  lands, 
and  excessive  bank  credits,  were  made  the  pretext  of  this 
extraordinary  measure,  when  these  frauds,  speculations, 
monopolies,  and  excesses  of  every  description,  bad  been 
known  for  a  long  lime  to  the  administration,  and  partici- 
pited  in  particularly  by  "the  party,"  from  the  removal  of 
the  depositee  to  the  moment  when  General  Jackson  was 
aroused  vindictively  to  prevent  the  depositee  with  the 
States,  directed  by  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836.  What- 
ever other  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  the  ef- 
U'c.tm  of  this  order,  all  will  agree  that  it  removed  the  specie 
of  the  country  from  the  large  importing  cities  and  the  most 
important  pieces  of  trade,  and  placed  it  in  the  ««  far  West," 
where  it  wae  locked  up  in  tho  land  offices  or  Western  de- 
po<ire  banks,  and  rendered  unavailable  to  commerce  and  to 
the  wants  of  trade  in  an  anomalous  period  of  unexampled 
plenty  and  pressure  !  The  gentleman  from  8outh  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Lcoarb,]  as  I  understand,  admits  thia  effect  of 
tho  circular,  and  that  it  accelerated  a  revulsion,  the  scarcity 
of  which  the  President  saya  none  had  correctly  anticipated. 
Had  the  specie  of  the  country  been  permitted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  remain  where  trade  required  it  to  be,  none  can 
say  that  the  same  extent  of  ruin  would  have  been  felt,  or 
that  it  would  have  been  felteo  soon. 

Such  sir,  are  some  of  the  "antecedent  causes"  whence 
"overaction"  derived  "its  first,"  and  I  may  add,  its  last 
"  impulses!"  Forsooth,  I  had  nearly  omitted  one  cause, 
'numerated  by  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  wisdom,  entirely  overlooked— 'the  over-produc- 
tion of  cotton  !  The  over-production  of  cotton  !— there  is 
an  example  of  a  financier  for  you !  Oh  I  rare  Levi !  Much 
more  wisely  had  be  spoken,  if  he  had,  in  ascribing  the 
causes  of  our  disasters,  en  u  merit  ted  the  potent  rciison  that 
we  had  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  a  financier 
who  regards  the  products  of  labor  and  industry  as  causes 
of  national  poverty  and  bankruptcy  !  A  bead  that  has  not 
been  wool  gathering,  but  picking  cotton ! 

In  the  comparison  of  uor  condition  with  that  of  other 
countries,  the  President  admits  thst  "  tho  most  material 
difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries  (United 
Siatcs  and  Great  Britain)  baa  only  been,  that,  with  us,  there 
has  also  occurred  an  extensive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  af- 
fai/s  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments."  Ay,  sir,  there 
i»  the  rub  I  Why  has  there  not  been  in  England  and  in 
France  the  same  extensive  derangement  in  fiscal  affairs  as 
In  the  United  States,  whilst  there  has  been,  according  to 
the  meesage,  "  the  same  redundancy  of  paper  money  and 
other  facilities  of  credit;  the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the 
same  partial  successes;  the  same  difficulties  and  reverses ; 
and,  at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catastro- 
phe V  Is  it  because  our  finances  have  net  boon  menaced 
so  well,  jhat  we  have  had  Levi  at  the  helm,  or  that  we  had 
iu!  England  had,  the  great  conservator, 
,  a  national  bank?  Sir,  thia  "material 
is  owing  to  both  reasons.    We  deprived  our- 
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selves  of  the  means  of  preserving  credit,  disabled  the  ship 
iKjfore  the  storm  came  on,  shipped  an  incompetent  crew, 
and  a  worse  pilot ;  and  when  the  hurricane  came — as  hur- 
ricanes in  trade  will  come  as  certainly  as  storms  on  the 
ocean — it  swept  over  us  at  mercy — struck  the  ship  of  State 
down  on  her  beam  enda — dismasted,  and  leaking — and 
there  she  will  lie,  with  hope  only  to  aid  her  until  the  de- 
spairing mariners,  now  standing  on  her  sides  with  spy-plus* 
in  hand,  shall  discover  far  out  upon  the  "dim  distant  sea" 
a  sjieek  of  sail  sent  by  Providence  alone  to  right  ahip,  and 
aave  all  banda  from  a  watery  grave !  Strong  canvass,  new 
rigging,  ballast  and  compass,  and  skilful  crew  and  pilot, 
will  not  prevent  the  atorm,  but  they  alone  can  save  the 
ship  from  the  tempest  when  it  blows.  So  with  a  national 
bank  and  other  means  of  regulating  finance  and  curren- 
cy—they  cannot  prevent  the  vicissitudes  ol  trade  and  com- 
merce, or  wholly  arrest  their  ravages  and  disasters,  but  they 
csn  save  us  from  despair  and  death  !  The  report  of  the 
Bank  of  France  proves  this  at  this  moment.  That  nation 
was  not  only  guarded  from  death  and  despair,  but  restored 
to  health,  and  sustained  in  actual  prosperity,  by  sustaining 
a  national  bank,  whilst  we  have  been  nearly  destroyed  by 
destroying  one. 

But,  why  trace  the  causes  of  this  revulsion  in  our  affairs  ! 
Sir,  the  administration  knew  from  the  first  that  the  State 
banks  were  unsound.  In  proof  of  ibis  I  refer  you  to  tho 
letter  of  Mr.  Taney,  of  the  15th  of  April,  1834,  pages  4 
and  5.    He  saya : 

"If  the  estimate  I  have  made  of  the  proportion  between 
the  paper  circulstion  and  the  specie  in  possession  of  the 
banks  be  correct,  or  nesrly  so,  the  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy is  obviously  such  that  the  nation  should  not  he  content 
with  it,  nor  desire  to  continue  it  in  its  present  state.  It  is 
an  immense  superstructure  of  paper,  resting  on  a  metallic 
foundation  too  narrow  to  support  it.  It  has  never  been 
sustained  by  its  own  inherent  strength,  but  by  public  con- 
fidence. When  every  one  firmly  believes  that  the  notes  of 
the  hanks  will,  on  demand,  be  paid  iu  coin,  they  will  read- 
ily circulate,  and  answer  all  the  purposes  of  money.  But 
the  moment  that  confidence  is  impaired,  they  lose  their 
value  aa  a  part  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  are  returned 
upon  the  banks  for  n  redemption  in  specie,  and  the 
portion  between  the  paper  circulation  and  the  coin 
red  to  redeem  it  ia  so  great,  that  it  is  constantly  liable  to  have 
iU  chief  support,  public  confidence,  withdrawn  from  it." 

I  refer,  also,  to  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  local 
banks,  furnished  stout  the  same  time  by  the  Hon.  R.  H. 
Wilde,  of  Georgia,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Repreeenletivee  in  the  session  of  1833-'34.  Thus,  sir, 
the  administration  knew  from  the  beginning  that  these 
agents,  the  local  banks,  could  not  stand  the  shock*  of  trade. 
The  President  himself  says,  "that  the  prospect  of  revul- 
aion  waa  present  to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before  it 
actually  came."  Why  was  no  warning  given,  no  prepa- 
ration mado !  Were  our  rulers  not  "considerate  men  V 
Is  it  not  true,  aa  I  have  ahown,  that  op  to  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last  they  were  still  crying  in  the  night-watch, 
"all  is  well  1"  Sir,  they  knew  of  these  causes,  and  they 
intended  their  effects !  No  mailer  what  are  the  causes,  the 
ruin  is  here!  and  the  administration  designed  to  bring  it 
upon  the  country  for  the  diabolical  purpose  of  establishing 
upon  this  ruin  a  Tieasury  bank ! 

Yes,  sir,  the  very  result  of  all  thet-e  causes  of  mischief, 
whstever  they  may  be,  ia  now  proposed  as  the  second  sys- 
tem— another  experiment !  This  result  is  what  has  bee 
aimed  at  all  the  time — tho  final  triumph  of  Executive  pow- 
er—the  total  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  the  country— the 
complete  union  of  the  "  purse  and  sword!"  In  the  very 
midst  of  our  calamities  and  misfortune,  we  are  told  to  take 
up  the  very  condition  of  distress  into  which  we  have  been 
thrown  by  mismsnegomont  and  corruption,  and  to  organ 
ize  it  into  a  permanent  system  of  finance— ay,  sir,  from 
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one  quarter,  not  the  most  inconsiderable  and  uninfluenlial 
source  of  these  mischiefs,  we  have  heard  boasting  and  ex- 
ultation «t  the  calamities  of  the  country.  A  letter  written 
from  St.  Louis,  August  II,  1837,  signed  by  Big  Bully 
Bottom,  Tom  Benton,  "congratulates"  tho  party  in  Ohio 
"  on  the  success  of  General  Jackson's  endeavors  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  currency  !"  Sir,  that  man  is  misun- 
derstood— that  letter  does  not  embody  impudence  and  ef- 
frontery so  much  as  it  self  forth  the  real  feelings,  and  shad- 
ows the  designs  of  those  in  power — be  know*  their  secrets— 
to  force  upon  us  now  the  execrable  end  of  policy  which 
they  have  always  aimed  at — to  make  the  Government  a 
lank,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  "the 
party"  its  "President,  Directors,  and  Co.!"  Thia  is  not 
the  desperate  courage  or  bravado  of  a  ruffian,  who  is  forced 
to  bravo  every  danger  in  the  last  extremity,  but  it  is  the 
chuckling  of  a  fiend  who  has  really  reached  the  diabolical 
end  he  aimed  at  over  the  distresses  and  sufferings  and 
ruin  of  a  whole  people !  He  knows  thst  the  danger  now 
is  not  the  re  eetabliahment  of  a  national  bank,  but  that  a 
revolution  in  the  Government  is  already  effected  by  forcing 
a  "  scourged  country"  and  an  "  humbled  democracy"  into 
a  system  of  sub-treasuries  which  will  subvert  all  our  an- 
cient institutions,  and  laugh  this  republic  to  scorn  !  Above 
all  the  passages  in  the  message— except  one,  which  I  shall 
presently  notice— the  most  pharisaical  and  insincere,  is  thul 
in  which  the  President  says  he  is  "  sensible  that  adequate 
provisions  for  these  unexpected  exigencies  could  only  be 
mailt'  hy  Congress;  convinced  that  ome  of  them  would  be 
indispenssMy  necessary  to  the  public  service,  before  the 
regular  period  of  j our  meeting;  and  desirous,  also,  to  ena- 
ble you  to  exercise,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  full  con- 
stitutional powers  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not, 
with  propriety,  avoid  subjecting  you  to  the  inconvenience 
of  assembling  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  slate  of  the  popular 
representation  would  permit.  I  am  sure  that  I  have  done 
but  justice  to  your  feelings  in  lielieving  that  this  inconve- 
nience will  be  cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  ren- 
dering your  meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country." 

8ir,  why  was  Congress  called  at  all  1  Does  it  matter 
whether  we  act  at  all  7  Has  the  President  not  put  the  sys- 
tem in  operation,  and  is  it  not  in  full  blast  1  Ves,  sir,  by 
the  fist  of  the  Executive,  by  a  single  "circular"  from  the 
Secretary's  pen,  is  the  sub-Trrasuiy  system  called  into 
being,  full  formed  and  perfect.  See,  sir,  see  with  what  des- 
patch, with  what  unity  and  simplicity  of  action,  one  will 
controls  already  the  destiny  of  thia  nation.  See  thia  circu- 
lar, and  know  the  will  of  jour  master: 

"  Circular  to  receivers  of  public  moneys. 

"Theascrt  Dspaktmsxt,  May  12,  1837. 
"If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  *us|>cnd  specie 
payments,  you  will  keep  in  your  own  hands  safely  the  pub- 
lic money  you  have  in  possession,  or  may  hereafter  receive, 
till  further  directions  are  given  to  you  by  this  Department 
how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  portion  of  il. 

"  You  will  report  to  this  Department  weekly  the  amount 
on  hand.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

By  this  simple  instrument — a  circular! — have  magic 
changes  been  wrought  in  the  form  and  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment ;  it  has,  by  such  means,  been  truly  made  a  "sim- 
ple machine !"  After  having  done  the  deed,  and  put  the 
system  into  full  operation,  then  CongTess  is  railed,  not  to 
deliberate,  not  for  consultation,  but  to  register  Executive 
edicts,  or  In  adjourn  !    He  proceeds : 

"  For  the  deposite,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue,  national  and  8tate  banks  have  always,  with  tem- 
porary and  limited  exceptions,  been  heretofore  employed ; 
but,  although  advocates  of  each  sy»trm  are  still  to  be  found, 
it  is  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  last  tew  months  have 


pie  of  the  United  States,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or  corporations.** 
How  long,  I  would  inquire,  sir,  has  this  desire  "to  sep- 
arate the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  from  those  of 
individuals  or  corporations"  existed  1  Not  longer,  surely, 
than  since  the  4th  day  of  March  last.  Sir,  what  said  Mr. 
Taney,  on  the  15th  of  April,  18341  (See  his  latter  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  pp.  9,  10.)  After 
saying  "  the  State  banks  are  now  so  numerous,  and  arc-  to 
intimately  connected  with  our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  system  can  aver  be  entirely 
abandoned— nor  is  it  desirable  thst  il  ahouhJ  be"— he  pro- 
ceeds: 

"  If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  business 
of  banking  and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the 
great  capitalists.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital 
and  credit  to  a  large  extent,  and  a  private  individual,  in 
moderate  circumstances,  would  be  unable  to  conduct  i ' 
with  any  advantage.  Yet  there  is,  perhaps,  no 
which  yields  a  profit  so  certain  and  liberal  as  the  business 
of  banking  and  exchanges;  and  it  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  open  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  most  free  competition, 
and  its  advantages  shared  by  all  classes  of  society.  Indi- 
viduals of  moderate  means  cannot  participate  in  them,  un- 
less they  combine  together,  and  by  the  union  of  many  small 
sums  creste  a  large  capital,  and  establish  an  extensive 
credit.  It  is  impossible  to  accomplish  thia  object  without 
the  aid  of  acta  of  incorporation,  so  as  to  give  to  the  com- 
pany the  security  of  unity  of  action,  and  save  it  from  tha 
disadvantages  in  the  fiequcnt  changes  in  the  partnership, 
by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some  one  ol 
partners.  The  incorporated  banks,  moreovet, 
regulations,  will  offer  a  aafe  and  convenient  inv 
small  sums  to  persons  whose  situations  and  pursuits  disa- 
ble them  from  employing  the  money  profitably  iu  any  other 
mode.  It  is  not  mora  liable  to  be  lost  when  vested  in  tha 
stock  of  a  bank,  than  when  it  is  loaned  to  individuals. 
The  interest  on  it  is  paid  with  more  punctuality,  and  it  can 
be  sold  and  converted  into  cash,  whenever  the  owner  de- 
tires  to  employ  it  in  some  other  way.  And  if  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  metal  is  infused  into  the  circulation,  the  busi- 
ness of  banking  will  become  more  sound  and  wholesome, 
and  less  liable  to  the  disasters  from  which  it  has  suffered, 
under  our  extravagant  and  ill  organized  system  of 
It  will  render  investments  in  banking 


entirely  safe  and  secure  to  the  holders,  and  afford  them  tha 
almost  absolute  certainty  of  a  reasonable  profit,  without  en- 
dangering the  capital  invested  in  it. 

"  For  these  reasons,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  desira- 
ble to  discountenance  the  continuance  of  lite  Stale  banks. 
They  are  convenient  and  useful  also  for  the  purpose*  of 


No 

could  conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage  without  a  lib- 
eral system  of  credits,  and  a  facility  of  obtaining  money  on 
loan  when  the  cxigenciea  of  their  business  may  require  it. 
This  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  aid  of  a  paper  circula- 
tion founded  on  credit.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the  interest  of 
this  country  to  pot  down  the  paper  currency  altogether. 
The  great  object  should  be  to  give  it  a  foundation  on  which 
it  will  safely  stand.  A  circulating  medium  composed  of 
paper,  and  gold  and  silver,  in  just  proportions,  would  not 
be  liable  to  be  constantly  disordered  hy  the  accidental  em- 
liorrassments  or  imprudences  of  trade,  nor  by  a  combina- 
tion of  the  moneyed  interest  for  political  purposes.  The 
value  of  the  metals  in  circulation  would  remain  the  same 
whether  there  was  a  panic  or  not,  and  the  proportion  of 
paper  being  leas,  the  credit  of  the  banka  could  not  bo  so 
readily  impaired  or  endangered." 

What  said  Mr.  Woodbury  in  December  of  the  same 
year?  (See  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
"  On  the  present  system  of  keeping  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic money."   December  13,  1834.) 
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"  With  the  eauaes  of  these  last  and  most  important  fail- 
ures happening  from  time  to  time,  aa  the  table  shows,  to 
the  very  last  year,  this  branch  of  our  inquiry  haa  no  partic- 
ular concern  except  to  discriminate  them  from  others,  and 
from  any  special  connexion  with  the  system  that  prevailed 
from  1811  to  1816.  Whether  they  arose  from  an  unsound 
policy  pursued  by  the  United  States  Bank,  or  from  circum- 
stances which,  under  the  paper  system,  neither  legislation 
nor  caution  can  always  avert,  oi  from  less  justifiable  rea- 
sons, and  in  spite  of  all  the  salutary  influence  the  national 
tmnk  could  exercise*  it  is  a  singular  fact,  in  praise  of  this  de- 
scription of  public  debtors,  the  selected  banks,  that  there  is 
not  now  due  on  depositee,  from  the  whole  of  tbem  which 
have  ever  stopped  payment,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
constitution  to  the  present  moment,  a  <um  much  beyond 
what  is  now  due  to  the  United  States  from  one  mercantile 
firm  that  stopped  payment  in  18*5  or  18*6,  and  of  whom 
ample  security  was  required  and  supposed  to  bo  taken  un- 
der the  responsibility  of  an  oath." 

**  If  we  include  the  whole  present  dues  to  the  Govern- 
mcntfrom  discredited  boxks,  at  all  timea  and  of  all  kinds, 

fait  bills,  and  every  other  species  of  unavailable  funds  in 
the  Treasury,  they  will  not  exceed  what  is  due  from  two 
such  firms.    Of  almost  one  hundred  banks,  not  deposito- 
ries, which,  during  sll  our  wars  and  commorcisl  embar- 
rassments, have  heretofore  failed  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
in  debt  to  the  Government,  on  their  bills  or  otherwise,  it 
will  be  seen,  by  the  above  table,  that  the  whole  of  them, 
except  seventeen,  have  adjusted  every  thing  which  they 
owed,  and  that  the  balance  due  from  those,  without  inter- 
est, t*  iesa  than  #83,000.    Justice  to  the  State  banking  in- 
stitutions, as  a  body,  whose  conduct  in  particular  cases  has 
been  objectionable,  but  who<e  injuries  to  the  Gov- 
have  been  almost  incredibly  exaggerated,  and 
i  great  benefits  to  it,  both  during  the  existence  of  our 
two  national  banks,  and  while  neither  of  them  existed, 
have  been  almost  entirely  overlooked,  has  led  me  to  make 
this  scrutiny,  and  submit  its  results,  under  a  hope  that  it 
will,  in  some  degree,  nut  only  vindicate  tbem  from  much 
unmerited  censure,  but  justify  this  Department  for  the  con- 
fidence it  formerly,  and,  in  the  great  improvement  of  their 
condition  and  of  the  financial  a  Hairs  ol  the  Government, 
ha?  recently  reposed  in  them.    Under  these  circumstances, 
so  very  favora.de,  with  the  now  security  and  examinations 
provided  for,  if  our  former  small  losses  by  them,  in  keeping 
and  paying  over  the  puMic  revenue,  under  circumstances 
so  very  adverse,  are  compared  with  our  large  losses,  either 
in  collecting  or  disbursing  that  revenue,  their  present  safely 
scorns  to  be  as  great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usuat  opera- 
tions of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which  must 
always  be  intrusted  by  Government,  in  some  way  or  other, 
i  of  some  kind  in  keeping  the  public  money.  In 
'  y,  it  shoukl  be  constantly  recoil,  cted 
i  and  managers  of  banks  when  properly  reg- 
ulated by  legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  are,  like 
other  individuals,  interested  to  transact  business  securely  ; 
•re  desirous  of  making,  and  not  losing,  money ;  and  that 
these  circumstances,  with  the  preference  in  case  of  failure 
belonging  to  depositors  and  holders  of  their  bills  over  the 
stockholders,  uni  ed  with  the  security,  if  not  priority,  given 
to  the  Government,  render  them,  in  point  of  safety,  gene- 
rally much  superior  to  individual  agents  of  the  United 
Stat>,*s.    It  is  to  be  further,  remembered  that  many  of  tho 
former  losses  occurred  indirectly  and  remotely  from  war 
and  embarrassments,  affecting  deeply  the  whole  communi- 
ty as  well  as  banking  institutions,  and  from  the  injurious 
inlluence  of  which  calamities,  banks,  whether  of  Slate  or 
United  States  origin,  can  never  claim  a  full  exemption;  that 
tho  correct  principles  of  banking  were  at  that  lime  less  gen- 
erally understood  and  practised  than  at  the  present  lime  ; 
that  the  selected  banks,  by  the  course  of  our  expenr] 


and  collections,  were  then  exposed  to  more  onerous  duties 
and  hazards ;  and  that  less  full  information  of  their  true 
condition  was  then  possessed  by  this  Department" 

Such  were  the  views  of  both  Secretaries,  and  the  only 
heads  of  the  Treasury  Department  since  the  removal  of  the 
public  depositee  in  1838.    In  1835,  General  Gordon,  of 
Virginia,  made  his  celebrated  proposition  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  receive  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  and  to  make  the  receivers  of 
public  money  its  depositaries.    8ir,  it  becomes  me  to  give 
the  history  of  that  proposition.    At  the  time  it  was  made, 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  money  was  before  the  House,  and  then,  too,  the  din 
of  jingling  promises  to  give  us  a  hard-money  Government, 
a  metallic  currency,  and  a  circulation  of  gold,  was  almost 
deafening.    I  know  the  promises  were  false  and  the  pro- 
fessions were  hollow  then.    I  knew  that  the  administration 
could  not,  if  it  would,  do  what  it  professed,  and  I  was  anx- 
ious only  that  its  inability  and  weakness  and  humliug- 
gery"  might  be  made  manifest  before  its  measures  brought 
upon  the  country  this  present  crisis  which  I  then  foresaw. 
With  my  colleague,  General  Gordon,  the  proposition  was 
sincerely  made.    He  waa  opposed  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  F:ates,  and  distrusted  the  system 
of  employing  the  local  hanks  as  depositories.    He  came  to 
me  with  his  scheme,  and  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  it.  I 
told  bim,  at  first,  that  I  would  not;  that  it  was  as  objec- 
tionable to  me,  even  more  so,  than  the  other  measure;  that 
I  had  no  scruples  about  the  constitutionality  of  a  national 
hank:  and  I  thought  then,  as  I  think  now,  that  it  alone 
coutd  insure  the  safety  of  the  public  money,  and  restore 
our  finances  and  currency  to  a  henllhy  and  sound  condi- 
tion.  But  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  recharter  of  a  United 
States  bank,  and  I  was  forced  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
only  other  two  measures  to  be  adopted.    He  asked  me,  as 
an  act  of  courtesy  to  him,  to  vote  to  let  his  proposition  in. 
I  consented  to  vote  for  its  introduction  into  the  House, 
warning  him  that  I  should  finally  vote  against  its  passage 
if  it  was  likely  to  succeed.    I  voted  afterwards  for  it,  on 
the  main  proposition,  as  many  of  the  opposition  members 
did,  simply  to  show  that  the  administration  did  not  desire 
what  they  then  professed,  as  now,  to  separate  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or 
corporations !    I  knew  that  "  the  party"  and  that  the  then 
powers  would  not  sustain  the  proposition,  or  I  should  have 
voted  against  it.    It  then  required  but  few  administration 
votca  to  carry  the  measure ;  but  behold !  a*  I  calculated, 
they  voted  against  it  to  a  man  !    The  vote  on  the  proposi- 
tion of  General  Gordon  then  proves,  if  it  proves  any  thing, 
that  there  was  no  auch  «:e*ire,  as  the  President  says,  has 
existed  for  a  long  time  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in 
the  spring  of  1 835  !    It  would  be  as  easy  to  show,  sir,  that 
there  was  no  such  desire  expressed  as  late  as  the  4th  of 
March,  1837.   The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicKisss,]  however,  is  right ;  the  proposition  to  separate  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  and  to  destroy  all  banking  in- 
stitutions, is  not  new;  it  originated  with  Fanny  Wright; 
but  the  desire  which  the  President  describes  has  continued 
for  a  long  time  only  with  that  part  of  "  the  Government" 
yclcped  Thomas  Hart  Benton.    The  great  expunger  and 
humbugger  wns  the  first  to  introduce  the  locofoco  doctrines 
into  Congress,  and  to  give  them  character  before  the  na- 
tion; and  let  me  tell  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Pickens,]  that  he  will  be  deceived  who  thinks  to  deprive 
Benton  of  his  hobby — that  if  these  destructive  doctrines  are 
to  come  into  vogue  and  in  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, Benton  i«  as  much  identified  with  them  as  Thomas 
Jefferson  was  with  the  doctrines  of '98,  and  he,  (Benton,) 
and  no  other  man  under  the  sun,  will  ride  into  power  on 
their  popularity ! 

But,  sir,  however  old  thii  proposition  to  divorce  the  Gov- 
from  all  banking  corporations  may  be,  there  is  a 
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doctrine  new  under  the  bud  contained  in  this  notable  mes- 
sage   The  President  expressly  refrains  from  suggesting  to 
Congress  "  any  specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges 
of  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  in- 
terfering with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domes- 
tic commerce,  from  a  conviction  that  such  measures  are  not 
within  the  constitutional  province  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real 
and  permanent  welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to 
aid.'*    He  says  the  accommodation  to  dometic  exchanges 
•'ia  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not  many  years,  de- 
manded from  it  (the  Government)  as  among  it*  first  du- 
ties," Ac.    When  was  this  accommodation  not  demanded 
of  the  Government  as  among  its  first  duties !  Certainly, 
to  afford  this  very  accommodation  wu<s  among  the  most  oft- 
repeated,  though  oflener  violated  promises  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration,  from  the  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
itee, in  1833,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  March  last.  Every 
message  of  President  Jackson,  from  the  one  period  to  the 
other,  and  every  report  of  bis  respective  Secretaries,  as  well 
ax  the  numerous  circulars  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
reports  of  the  Committees  of  Ways  and  Meaaa  in  this 
House,  and  other  documents,  will  show  that  the  currency  of 
the  country  at  large,  its  domestic  exchanges,  Its  commerce, 
and  all  its  monetary  interests,  were  taken  esjiecially  under 
the  guardian  care  and  protection  of  this  same  most  benefi- 
cent Government,  which  then  promised  us  a  better  currency, 
and  now  tells  us  we  must  not  look  to  the  Government  "for 
too  much !"  8urely,  sir,  the  present  incumbent  is  not  about 
to  falsify  his  promise  to  "  follow  generally  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  illustrious  predecessor;"  or  does  he  mean  to  follow 
them  a*  my  young  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Ckockktt] 
felicitously  expresses  it,  "  by  taking  the  back  tracks  ?" 
Sir,  it  is  profitable  now  to  recur  to  the  wholesome  doctrines 
of  the  preceding  administration  respecting  the  duties  and 
powers  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  a  sound  and  uni- 
form currency.    (See  Executive  documents,  1833-'34, 
Ho.  3,  pages  6,  6,  10,  11.)  In  this  report  of  Mr.  Taney, 
after  insisting  "  that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  not 
be  promoted  by  permitting  the  depositee  of  the  public  mo- 
ney to  continue  in  the  bank  until  its  charter  expired,"  he 
says: 

"  Besides,  the  principal  circulating  indium  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  the  one  most  commonly  used 
in  the  exchange  between  distant  places,  consists  of  the 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  numerous  branches. 
The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  present  amount  of  circulation, 
or  its  sudden  depreciation  before  any  other  sound  and  con- 
venient currency  was  substituted  for  it,  would  certaiuly 
produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  fell  among  all 
classes  of  society.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  superior 
credit  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confidence 
in  its  management  or  solidity.  It  was  occasioned  alto- 
gether by  the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the  Uni- 
ted 8  la  tee ;  and  it  was  this  pledge  on  ihe  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  gave  general  currency  to  the  notes  psyable 
at  remote  branches.  The  same  engagement  in  lavor  of 
any  other  moneyed  institution  would  give  its  notes  equal 
credit,  and  make  them  equally  convenient  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce.  But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  cease  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  when  the 
charter  expires;  and,  as  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  out- 
standing notes  of  the  bank  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they 
now  possess ;  and  the  notes  psyable  at  distant  places  be- 
come as  much  depreciated  as  the  notes  of  local  banks. 
And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  other  currency  is  substituted 
in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the 
extent  of  the  embarrassment  which  would  be  caused  by  the 
suddcu  derangement  of  the  circulating  medium." 

He  then  promises  that  «'  the  Stale  banks  can  furnish  a 


circulating  medium  quite  as  uniform  in  value"  as  that  of 
the  United  8tates  Bank — "probably  more  so;"  and  after- 
wards states  "  the  condition  of  the  mercantile  classes  at  the 
time  of  the  removal,  to  explain  why  it  was  impossible  to 
postpone  it  even  for  a  short  period."  These  views  of  the 
Secretary  were  confirmed  and  supported,  of  course,  by  the 
report  of  lite  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  March  4,  1834,  precisely  as  the 
opposite  views  entertained  by  the  present  Executive  are  in 
like  manner  echoed  by  the  same  committee  now.  By-the- 
by,  the  question  was  asked  in  1834,  why  the  then  Corn* 
miltee  of  Ways  and  Mean*  was  like  a  tadpole  1  It  wast 
litlO  a*,  both  ends  (two  certain  gentlemen  being  at  the  two 
ends,  the  one  at  the  head,  the  other  at  the  tail)  and  big  in 
the  middle,  (Binney  and  Wilde  being  there. )  The  i 
of  that  date  says : 

There  appears  also  to  be  much  force  in  the  i 
lions  urged  by  tho  Secretary,  connected  with  the  currency 
of  the  country  and  the  domestic  exchanges.  The  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  must  necessarily,  in  a  short 
time,  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  That  the  principal 
currency  of  the  country,  for  many  years  to  come,  will  bo 
bank  notes,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt;  and  it  is  certainly 
good  policy  to  foster  the  State  banks  which  furnish  them, 
in  measures  tending  to  give  them  as  general  credit  as  has 
heretofore  attached  to  the  notes  of  the  United  Stales  Bank 
and  branches.  That  the  natural  and  ascertained  coarse  of 
trade,  circulation,  and  exchange,  connected  with  the  inter* 
esu  of  banking  institutions,  will  ultimately  produce  this 
result  in  relation  to  the  notes  of  the  principal  State  bonks, 
there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate ;  but  their  employment 
in  the  business  of  the  Government,  by  awakening  tuem  to 
their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated  to  hasten  tho 
consummation  of  so  desirable  an  event  It  was  a  matter  of 
no  small  moment  to  encourage  and  hasten  the  State  banks 
in  maturing  their  system  of  circulation  and  exchange,  so 
that  at  the  termination  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  trade  of  the  country  migbt  not  encoun- 
ter, at  the  same  time  the  loss  of  a  general  currency,  and 
the  entire  breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchanges,  a  partial 
interruption  of  which  by  that  bank  is  now  producing  such 
serious  inconvenience.  By  tho  latest  returns  of  the  bank* 
employed  by  the  Government,  it  appears  that  they  are  al- 
ready rapidly  taking  the  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  exchange  operations." 

See,  also,  Mr.  Taney's  letter  of  the  16th  or  April,  1834, 
already  in  part  quoted,  pauim. 

Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  in  his  report  to  Congress, 
December,  1884,  says:  " The  wealthy  and  commercial, 
for  whose  benefit  chiefly  banks  were  instituted,  will  then 
chiefly  use  their  bills,  and  suffer  by  them  if  forged  or  de- 
preciated ;  while  the  laboring  classes  and  men  of  axnall 
means  will,  by  the  justice  and  paternal  care  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, generally  be  provided  with  a  currency  of  hard 
money,  not  exposed  to  any  risk  of  failures,  and  to  bo  used 
for  all  dealings  of  such  an  amount  as  their  daily  or  weekly 
wants  may  in  most  cases  require." 

See,  also,  the  message  of  President  Jackson  to  ('on^resn, 
December,  1836,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Secretary  Wood- 
bury, of  the  same  date,  (already  quoted.)  See,  also,  the 
message  of  the  President  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  December,  1836,  (already  quoted.)  In  ad- 
dition to  tbe*e  documents,  I  refer,  sir,  for  conclusive  proof 
that  General  Jackson  took  the  currency,  domestic  ex- 
changes, end  the  circulating  medium,  wholly  under  the 
"  paternal  care  of  the  Government,"  to  the  report  of  the 
investigating  committee,  of  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Ga»- 
land]  was  chairman,  made  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, March  I,  1837.  See  the  letter  of  the  six  deposite 
banks  of  Philadelphia,  New  Vork,  and  Boston,  to  Mr. 
Taney,  dated  in  October,  1833,  Whitnev's  letter  accom- 
panying the  *ame,  and  Mr.  Woodbury's  answer,  Ne 
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ber  4,  1884.    Therein  are  to  be 
to  tbia : 

"  In  proportion  a*  this  system  shall  be  well  digested  and 
executed,  will  he  the  soundness  and  equality  of  value 
throughout  the  Union  of  the  circulating  medium ;  and  upon 
it  will  depend  the  decree  of  convenience  or  inconvenience 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  public  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
cent change." 

I  refer,  air,  also,  to  an  anonymous  letter  in  the  corns-  I 
pondence  of  Whitney  with  the  deposit*  banks,  dated  No-  ' 
vemher  8,  1834.  I  refer  to  the  circulars  of  Whitney  to 
the  depoaito  banks,  franked  by  Levi  Woodbury,  dated  May 
30,  1836,  September  7,  1836,  and  December  7,  1838. 
And,  sir,  I  appeal  to  my  colleague  [Mr.  Oakland]  if  it 
does  not  appear  throughout  the  whole  investigation  that 
one  of  the  principal  purposes  of  Whitney's  agency  was  to 
confederate  and  knit  the  banks  together  in  one  grand  sys- 
tem of  exchange  1  As  a  specimen,  sir,  of  the  whole  bu si- 
ne** of  the  agency  of  Whitney  and  of  the  deposite  banks, 
I  will  read  a  letter  from  him  to  John  Bass,  president  of 
the  In  ion  Dank,  Tennessee,  Nashville,  dated  Washing- 
ton, March  16,  If 86: 

"  8ir :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  23d  ultimo. 
In  reply  to  your  request,  I  have  to  say,  that  the  letter 
written  by  a  person  here  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Go- 
vernment, a  copy  of  which  I  sent  you  with  the  other  pa- 
pers, gave  you,  in  part,  what  it  waa  expected  the  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  deposit*  banks  would  attend  to.  I  will, 
however,  state,  aa  fully  as  I  can,  the  duties  the  agent  feels 
•a  devolving  upon  him.  He  expects  to  perform  precisely 
the  same  duty  that  he  would  if  appointed  by  the  Treasury 
to  superintend  the  depoeite  bank*  generally.  He  will 
carefully  watch  the  operations  of  each ;  endeavor  to  pro- 
duce concert  of  action  ;  make  suggestions  in  relation  to  the 
operations  of  any  which  are  calculated  to  lead  to  an  im- 
provement of  the  currency,  or  any  which  are  necessary  to 
preserve  it  from  being  affected  by  the  operations  or  issues 
of  any  of  the  selected  banks ;  aid  and  advise  in  establishing 
a  system  of  domestic  exchanges  throughout  the  country, 
through  the  agency  of  the  depoaito  banks,  whereby  the 
country  shall  reap  all  the  advantages  through  such  agencies 
that  it  ever  did  through  the  operatione  of  the  branches  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  agent  will  also  feel  bound  to  inform  each  deposit* 
bank  which  employs  him,  at  different  perioJs,  on  nearly  as 
he  can  from  the  estimates  of  the  varioua  Departments,  of 
the  probable  amounts  each  one  will  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
burse within  a  given  period  ;  the  amounts  and  times  when 
they  wilt  be  called  upon  to  pay  it  over ;  and  where  trans- 
fers will  be  required  to  be  made  from  one  bank  to  another, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  such  calls ;  the  banks  from  which, 
and  the  times  when,  such  transfers  will  be  made. 

"Such  a  table  is  now  being  prepared,  to  embrace  the 
next  six  months  ending  the  80th  of  September  next.  This 
will  embrace  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Department*,  as  well  as  the  civil  list ;  the  8tates  in 
which  the  same  is  to  bo  disbursed ;  the  probable  time 
wanted,  and  the  banks  which  will  bavo  warrants  passed 
upon  them. 

"In  fine,  the  sgent  will  communicate  to  each  selected 
bank  that  wishes  it,  any  information  which  he  may  at  any 
time  think  will  be  serviceable  individually ;  as  well  as 
give  that  general  superintendence  to  the  operations  of  the 
whole,  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  security  of  each,  as 
well  as  for  the  promotion  of  the  interest  of  the  public  gen- 
erally. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

"R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

"John  M.  Dun,  Esq. 

"  I'riridttU  Union  Bank,  Tennessee,  Nashville." 
In  addition  to  the  documents  on  file  here,  I  cite  the  cir- 
culars of  the  Treasury  Department,  published  from  time  to 
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time  during  the  last  four  years,  and  directed  to  the  receiv- 
ers of  public  money  and  the  depoaito  banks.  As  specimens, 
I  quote,  first,  a  circular  dated  the  7th  of  July,  1834. 

"TaxAscm  Department,  July  7,  1834. 

"  8tn  :  As  the  public  confidence  in  the  banks  selected  by 
this  Department  for  the  public  depositee  baa,  on  trial,  in- 
creased, and  the  notes  of  most  of  them  might  become  a 
very  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in  travelling,  and 
the  transmission  of  funds  at  a  distance,  if  mutual  arrange- 
ment were  made  between  some  of  them  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  each  other's  bills,  I  take  the  liberty  to  aubmit  the 
following  suggestions  for  your  consideration  : 

"  1st.  Would  it  not  be  profitable  to  your  corporation,  as 
well  as  useful  to  the  public,  to  make  arrangements  and 
issue  bills  to  a  limited  amount,  payable  on  their  face  either 
at  your  own  bank  or  the  bank  with  which  you  make  the 
arrangement  ?  This  has  already  been  done  by  some  in- 
stitutions, end,  it  is  believed,  with  beneficial  effect*. 

"2d.  But,  if  this  is  not  considered  expedient,  would  it 
not  be  prudent  to  establish  with  certain  banks  a  credit, 
mutual  if  you  choose,  to  redeem  and  reissue  a  certain 
amount  of  each  other's  bills  as  they  may  be  needed  for  the 
purposes  before  mentioned  ?  This  might  be  so  arranged 
as  to  expose  you  to  little  expense  or  risk ;  and,  the  fact 
being  known,  would  extend  your  circulation  at  a  distance, 
and  often  furnish,  it  is  trusted,  a  currency  for  travelling 
and  transmission  of  funds,  very  safe,  convenient,  and  od- 
vantageoua. 

"  Any  aid  that  thia  Department  could  lend  to  you  in  per- 
fecting such  arrangement,  by  transfer  * 
consistently  with  its  powers  and  the 
at  any  time  be  cheerfully  granted. 

"  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

"  Secretary  of  the  Tree 

"The  Pkksidext  of  the  ." 

On  the  27lh  of  January,  1836,  the  following 
was  issued: 

"TaxAaimr  Depabtnknt, 

"  Washington,  January  27,  1836. 

".Sir  :  Finding  that  my  circular  of  the  13th  Decern  I  >er 
last  has  not,  in  all  instances,  been  fully  understood,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  to  be 
enabled  to  present  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  domestic 
exchange  operations  of  the  selected  banks.  For  this  pur- 
pose, I  have  to  request  that  your  statements,  semi-monthly, 
hereafter,  give  the  wholo  of  your  operations,  whether  in 
drafts  on  other  places  purchased,  notes  payable  in  other 
places  discounted,  or  either,  collected.  The  latter  to  bo 
brought  into  the  statement  sfter  they  arc  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  individual*  for  whom  collected,  together  with 
the  rates  in  all  cases,  dec.  Some  of  the  banks  have  sup- 
posed that  the  request  of  the  13th  ultimo  was  not  intended 
to  embrace  paper  collected,  payable  out  of  the  city.  Where 
that  has  been  the  case,  I  have  to  request  that  all  omissions 
of  thia  description,  since  the  1st  instant,  may  be  added  to 
the  next  return  made  to  this  Department. 

"  As  before  requested,  I  wish  a  statement  of  all  drafts  or 
checks  drawn  by  the  bank,  payable  any  where  out  of  the 
place  in  which  the  bank  drawing  is  located,  together  with 
the  rate,  &c. 

"  As  early  as  convenient,  after  the  receipt  of  this,  I  will 
thank  you  to  forward  to  this  Department  a  statement  of 
the  places  upon  which  your  bank  collects  or  pur  chase  j  do- 
mestic exchanges,  together  with  a  tariff  of  tho  rates  charg- 
ed, exclusive  of  interest.  I  will  aim  thank  you  to  state 
the  extent,  geographically,  to  which  it  receives,  on  depoa- 
ite,  the  notes  of  State  banks,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
selected  banks ;  also,  euch  as  have  made  arrangements 
wiih  you  to  redeem  their  notes,  where  any  such  arrange- 
as  been  made,  as  well  ai  where  i 
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have  been  made  with  other  banks  for  the  redemption  of 
your  note*. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  mott  obedient  servant, 
••LEVI  WOODBURY, 
"  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
"The  Cashier  of  the  Bank." 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1835,  the  following  was  issued  : 
••  Trkascrt  Dkpabtxext,  Aprils,  1835. 

•'  It  is  understood  that  the  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  receive  for  the  public  dues  only  such  Slate  bank 
notes  as  the  deposUe  bank*  are  willing  to  credit  at  par, 
have  been  construed  to  authorise  the  receipt  of  such  notes 
of  any  denomination.  The  undersigned  considers  it  high- 
ly beneficial  to  the  currency  of  the  country  and  tbe  safety 
of  the  banking  agents  employed  in  keeping  the  public  rev- 
enue, that  the  more  general  use  of  specie  for  the  small 
and  ordinary  transactions  of  society  should  be  encouraged; 
and  as  the  disuse  of  bank  notes  of  a  low  denomination  is 
believed  to  be  the  surest  method  to  effect  that  object,  and 
as  tbe  acts  of  Congress  do  not  expressly  require  the  receipt 
of  any  such  notes,  if  teas  in  amount  than  five  dollars,  you 
are  hereby  directed,  after  the  30th  day  of  Scptcmlier  next, 
not  to  receive  in  payment  of  any  public  does  bank  notes  of 
any  denomination  less  than  five  dollars. 

•'  You  are  also  apprised  thst  it  is  in  contemplation  by  thia 
Department,  after  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  [should  Con- 
gress  in  the  meantime  make  no  new  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject,] to  exercise  the  discretionary  powers,  which  it  is  sup- 
posed will  then  belong  to  it,  over  tbe  receipt  of  paper 
money  of  any  denomination  for  the  public  revenue,  and 
to  extend  the  restriction  on  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  for  it, 
to  all  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars.  For  the 
greater  security  of  the  banking  institutions  employed  by 
tbe  Treasury,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  currency  by 
the  fuller  restoration  of  that  specie  circulation  for  common 
pur|K>sc*,  which  seems  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
constitution,  it  is  intended  then  to  make  arrangements,  if 
practicable,  to  discontinue  the  use  of  any  bank  as  a  fiscal 
agent  which  shall  thereafter  continue  to  issue  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and  which  shall,  after 
some  subsequent  period,  to  be  then  designated,  continue  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

••  The  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  hereafter  on  this 
subject  by  the  Treasury,  is  now  indicated  with  a  view  to 
insure  suitable  notice  of  the  changes  contemplated." 

On  the  S2d  of  February,  1836,  the  following  was 
issued  ; 

•'  To  receivers  of  public  money;  colltctom,  disbursing  offi- 
cers, and  the  deposit e  bank*  of  the  Iniicd  Statu. 

"Tu%X*VUX  DSPABTMKKT, 

•«  February  32,  1836. 

"The  established  policy  of  the  Treasury  Department,  so 
far  as  may  bo  practicable,  under  its  present  powers  over  the 
collection,  keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
is  to  diminish  the  circulation  of  small  bank  notes,  and  to 
substitute  specie,  and  especially  gold,  for  such  notes,  with 
the  view  of  rendering  the  currency  of  the  country,  through 
which  its  fiscal  operutions  are  perforated,  more  safe,  sound, 
and  uniform.  In  pursuance  of  that  policy,  a  circular  was 
issued  la»l  April,  which  prohibited,  after  tbe  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  the  receipt,  on  account  of  the  Government,  of 
any  bank  nnics  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars ; 
and  which  intimated  that  other  steps  to  promote  the  desi- 
rable objects  before  named,  would,  in  duo  time,  be  taken. 

"  Consequently,  in  further  pursuance  of  .he  same  policy, 
you  ore  hereby  required,  after  the  1st  of  May  next,  not  to 
pay  the  demands  Mf  any  public  officer  or  creditor  in  any 
bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  an..', 
except  when  it  may  be  otherwise  prescribed  by  law,  after 
the  4th  of  July  next,  not  to  receive  or  pay  on  account  of 
the  Government  any  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
thun  ten  dollars. 


"  All  the  deposite  banks  are  requested  to  supply 
selves  wilh  such  a  quantity  of  American  gold  coin  as  to  be 
able  to  pay,  and,  when  a  public  officer  or  creditor  prefers 
it,  and  bis  demand  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars, 
to  pay  at  least  one- fifth  of  such  demand  in  that  coin.  It 
is  also  requested  that  tbe  deposite  banks  will  not,  after  the 
4th  of  July  next,  issue  any  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars;  and  that  after  tbe  3d  of  March,  1837, 
they  will  not,  unless  the  subject  be  otherwise  regulated  by 
Congress,  issue  any  notes  of  a  Jens  denomination  than  ten 
dollars.  It  is  believed  that  tbe  amount  of  gold,  which  by 
that  time  shall  be  coined  at  the  mint,  will  be  sufficient  to 
admit  of  the  convenient  substitution  of  it  for  small  notes  in 
&  much  greater  extent  than  at  present;  and  it  is  deemed 
reasonable,  that  while  the  deposite  banks  have  the  use, 
without  interest,  of  unusually  large  sums  of  the  public 
money,  they  should  make  some  further  temporary  sacrifices 
to  obtain  and  circulate  gold,  and  in  other  respects  to  en- 
largo  tho  specie  basis  of  our  circulating  medium.  From 
these  considerations,  ond  from  tbe  liberal  spirit  evinced  by 
most  uf  tho  public  depositories,  in  a  late  correspondence 
with  them  on  this  subject,  it  is  confidently  expected  that, 
in  this  state  of  things,  they  will  cheerfully  comply  with  tbe 
above  requests,  and  with  all  others  which  have  been  inade 
by  the  Department,  with  a  view  of  improving  the  currency  ; 
nor  will  it,  1  trust,  be  considered  unjust  or  impolitic, 
while  the  deposite  hanks  shall  continue  to  enjoy  great  priv- 
ileges from  the  Treasury,  to  regard  a  neglect  or  refusal  by 
any  of  them  to  comply  with  those  requests  an  sufficient 
cause  for  discontinuing  the  employment  of  such  banks  as 
fiscal  agents. 

••  At  a  proper  time  it  will  be  decided,  under  what  circum- 
stances, and  at  what  periods,  these  restrictions  on  tho 
agents  and  officers  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  extended  to 
notes  of  any  denomination  under  twenty  dollars. 

••  This  communication  is  made  with  tbe  sanction  of  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  till 
otherwise  prescribed  by  Congress,  or  by  this  Department, 
these  requirements  and  requests  will  be  faithfully  complied 
with  by  all  the  fiscal  agents  of  thia  Department,  and  all  the 
collecting  and  disboraing  officers  of  tbe  Government. 

"LEVI  WOODBURY, 
"  Secretary  of  the 

And,  sir,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  the  celebrated 
specie  circular  went  forth,  like  a  bull  from  the  Vatican. 

"  To  recei'rerr  of  public  money,  and  the  dtpotilt  banks. 
"TuKAsvaT  Diu  mstjiest,  July  11,  1836. 
••  In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  been  made  of 
frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of 
the  public  lands,  and  the  aid  which  is  said  to  l>e  given  to 
effect  these  objects  by  excessive  bank  credits,  snd  danger- 
ous, if  not  partial,  facilities  through  bank  drafts  and  bank 
depositee,  and  the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  to  the 
public  interests,  and  especially  the  safety  of  the  great  amount 
of  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  sound  condition  of  the 
currency  of  the  country  from  the  further  exchange  of  the 
national  domain  in  this  manner,  and  chiefly  for  bonk  credits 
and  paper  money,  the  President  of  the  United  Stale*  has 
given  directions,  and  you  are  hereby  instructed,  after  the 
16th  dsy  of  August  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
land*  nothing  except  what  is  directed  by  the  existing  raws, 
x'u:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the  proper  cases,  Virginia  land 
scrip. 

••  The  principal  objects  of  the  President  in  adopting  this 
measure  heing  to  repress  alleged  frauds,  and  to  withhold 
any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  hands 
of  speculators  and  capitalists,  to  the  injury  of  the  actual 
settlers  in  tbe  new  States,  and  of  emigrants  in  search  or 
new  homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage  tbe  ru 
of  bank  issues  and  bank  credits,  by  which  thore 
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generally  suppose!  to  be  promoted,  your  utmost  vigilance  I 
is  required,  and  relied  on,  to  carry  this  order  into  complete 
execution." 

8uch  are  eotne  of  the  footsteps  of  General  Jackson  in 
taking  csre  of  the  currency  !  Here  we  see  a  aeries  of 
Treasury  circulars,  which  were  issued  during  the  period  of 
the  last  three  years,  coming  up  to  the  present  fiscal  year 
nlmost,  all  issued  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  objects  avowed  on  their  fares,  to  make  the  notes 
of  deposits  banks  "  a  convenient  medium  for  circulation  in 
travelling" — to  extend  circulation  at  a  distance— to  consti- 
tute a  safe  and  convenient  and  advantageous  mode  of 
transmitting  funds — to  tske  accounts  of  exchange  opera- 
tions—to ascertain  the  geography  even  of  notes  received 
on  deposite— to  promote  measures  "highly  beneficial  to  the 
currency  of  the  country" — to  raise  the  denomination  of 
small  notes  to  be  issued,  in  orJcr  to  circulate  specie — to 
render  the  currency  safe,  sou  ml,  and  uniform,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  constitution — to  require  the  banks  to  make 
sacrifices  to  this  policy— to  discourage  the  overissues  of 
banks — taking  trade,  commerce,  circulation,  currency, 
bank  notes,  specie,  the  country,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  under 
the  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  of  the  Executive  alone. 
And  now,  »ir,  are  we  coolly  told  that  these  measures  are 
not  within  the  constitutional  province  of  the  entire  Federal 
Government'.  This  is  new !  this  is  false !  this  is  flagrant 
insult  added  to  outrage  !  this  is  a  total  departure,  I  affirm, 
from  the  principles  and  peliey  of  General  Jackson ;  and 
that,  I  suppose,  is  capping  the  climax  of  enormities  with 
bis  Mind  followers!  The  Federal  Government  cannot  re- 
gulate currency  and  exchange,  but  it  may  prevent  the  over- 
production of  cotton  !  It  cannot  regulate  currency  and  ex- 
change,  but  it  may  take  into  its  keeping  the  consciences 
and  moral*  sf  the  people !  It  cannot  regulate  currency  and 
exchange,  but  it  may  pass  bankrupt  laws  to  put  in  durance 
vile  every  8ute  corporation  of  the  Union  t  Such  are 
President  Van  B urea's  first  steps  in  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

Sir,  this  doctrine  is  so  new  that  the  President,  through- 
out this  very  message,  except  in  those  parts  where  b%  is 
expressly  a»>erltng  this  strange  doctrine  thit  the  Federal 
Government  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  currency  of  the 
country,  forgets  himself,  and  contradicts  the  position  from 
the  mere  habit  of  his  own  mind  to  conceive  the  contrary. 
He  speaks  of  "  the  embarrassments  in  the  pecuniary  af- 
fairs of  the  country  diminishing  the  public  revenue  so 
much  that  the  accruing  receipts,  with  the  reserved  five  mil- 
lions, would  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable 
expenses  of  Government,  until  the  usual  session  of  Con- 
gress." And  ia  it  so,  that  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country  do  thus  embarrass  the  Government,  stop  its 
wheels  and  yet  the  Government  has  not  power  to  do  the 
only  thing  on  earth  which  can  relieve  itself  from  these  em- 
barrassments, and  permanently  prevent  their  recurrence- 
regulate  the  currency  !  Did  "the  difficulties  experienced 
by  the  mercantile  inter  eats  force  them  to  apply  for  indul- 
gence on  duty  bonds  before  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
menu!"  And  yet  has  the  Government,  the  collection  of 
whose  revenue  ia  thus  suspended  or  slopped,  no  power  to 
ufT'rd  facilities  for  the  payment  of  its  dues,  or  no  power 
to  secure  their  payment  at  all  by  some  system,  to  strength- 
en commercial  confidence,  and  enlurge  the  capacities  of 
trade  ?  Sir,  the  President  himself,  I  repeat,  speaks  con- 
stantly in  this  message,  of  the  pol'fy  of  Government  in 
relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country,  as  if  there  was, 
and  ahould  be,  some  policy  of  the  kind.  No  one  can  read 
bis  message,  and  not  see  that  he  contradicts  himself,  and 
does  not  in  reality  entertain  any  such  novel  and  absurd 
opinion  so  that  a  Government  possessing  the  powers  and 
duties  which  this  does  cannot  take  care  that  there  ahull 
always  r*e  a  safe  and  sound  circulating  medium,  and  a 


trade,  foreign  and  domestic,  without  which  Government 
ilelitors  cannot  be  sound  or  able,  and  without  which  th« 
resources  of  revenue  must  always  he  meager,  unstable,  or 
exhausted.    What,  sir,  are  the  duties  of  this  Government 
and  its  powers  1    Congress  shall  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises ;  it  shall  pay  debts ;  it  shall 
make  all  duties,  imponta,  and  excises  uniform ;  it  shall  re- 
gulate commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  it  shall  estab- 
lish uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies ;  coin 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current 
coin  of  the  United  State* ;  declare  war !  raise  and  support 
armies !  provide  and  maintain  a  navy  J  make  all  la  as 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  foregoing  powers.    And  yet,  sir,  the  President 
sqv«  it  shall  not,  it  cannot,  provide  the  only  means  of  ex- 
ecuting any  or  all  of  these  powers— the  sinews  of  war,  the 
security  of  peace — a  sound  currency  for  the  country  !  Ay, 
but  he  says  it  may  demand  the  "constitutional  currency" 
for  the  Government!    How  can  the  Government  demand 
specie,  whilst  the  people  have  not  specie  to  pay  1  Specie 
is  no  more  a  constitutional  currency  than  good  convertible 
paper.    The  provision  in  the  constitution  which  makes 
nothing  else  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  payment 
of  debts,  does  not  require  the  Government  to  exact  specie. 
It  is  only  another  provision  of  that  wise  instrument  which 
Boards  the  mode  by  which  Congress  shall  regulate  the 
currency,  make  it  sound  by  basing  it  on  specie,  and  make 
it  safe  and  efficient  by  being  easily  convertible.    Sir,  the 
fact  is,  that  the  Executive  has  tinkered  and  cobbled  the 
currenry,  until  it  is  past  mending.    The  Ex  and  the  In- 
President  have  practised  upon  iu  health  until  the  patient 
has  died  upon  their  bands,  of  their  wretched  quackery. 
Now  they  wish  to  give  up  its  cure,  or  its  resuscitation,  us 
a  bad  job.    Now  their  only  refuge  from  political  or  pro- 
fe  sinnal  disgrace  is  in  saying  it  was  ever  immedicable  by 
Government.    After  exerting  all  their  power  and  their 
skill  to  make  the  currency  better,  now  that  it  haa  become 
worse  than  was  ever  predicted  by  the  regular  practitioners, 
they  insist  that  they  never  exerted,  and  never  can  exert, 
any  power  or  skill  in  the  case;  for  they  never  had  either ! 
Sir,  as  to  power,  they  bad  too  much  to  destroy ;  as  to  skill, 
they  never  had  any  to  reanimate  or  to  restore !    (Jod  help 
a  patient  in  such  hands !    Their  want  of  skill  and  want  of 
honesty  in  this  case  would  constitute  murder,  if  the  pa- 
tient were  a  human  being  whom  they  had  destroyed,  in- 
stead of  the  country  and  its  private  and  public  interests. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  Government  not  to  interfere  with 
the  currency  of  the  country.    When  it  ceases  to  perfortj 
the  functions  of  Government — when  it  ceases  to  raise,  re- 
ceive, keep,  transfer,  disburse  revenue — when  it  ceasea  to 
use  custom-houses  and  land  offices,  tax-gatherers  and  col- 
lectors— when  it  disbands  its  one  hundred  thousand  stye- 
fed  officeholders — when  it  dismantles  its  navy,  and  dis- 
bands its  standing  army — when  Congress  ceases  to  ait, 
and  the  President  no  longer  draws  hia  salary — then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  he  say  to  the  people.  Pay  what  you  owe 
the  Government  in  specie;  take  what  you  can  get  from  the 
Government,  and  get  the  specie  as  best  you  may  ;  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with  the  pockets  of  die  people  I 
Sir,  you  are  not  willing  to  bargain  with  the  people  to 
hold  hands  off;  to  agree  that  you  will  go  to  them  for  noth- 
ing if  they  will  come  to  you  for  nothing.    No,  air,  if  you 
will  not  collect  yearly  from  the  people  some  twenty  or 
thirty  millions  of  dolhrs,  and  expend  more  than  you  col- 
lect, they  will  not  ask  you  to  regulate  the  currency.  They 
nsk  nothing  more ;  wht*n,  where  have  they  claimed  of  Go- 
vernment to  "  aid  individuals  in  the  transfer  of  their  funds," 
or  in  the  transportation  of  their  merchandise  1    When  or 
where  have  they  aaked  Government  "  to  make  men  rich, 
or  to  repair,  by  diiect  grants  of  money,  or  legislation  ia 


Digitized  by  Gc 


1063 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1664 


H.  of  R.] 


Sub-Trttuury  Bill. 


[Oct.  13,  1837. 


favor  of  particular  pursuit*,  losses  not  incurred  in  th«  pub- 
lic service  t"  Sir,  though  the  Executive  has  reduced  our 
people  to  beggary,  by  interfering  with  "individual  con- 
cents," most  oppressively  and  cruelly  and  unconstitution- 
ally, yet  have  they  not  come  as  "  beggars"  to  their  own 
Government — their  own  servants !  All  they  demand  is, 
in  the  language  of  this  message,  '*  a  system  of  general 
laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceeding,  the  objects  of 
the  establishment  of  good  government;  leaving  every  citi- 
zen and  every  interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protection, 
the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence."  But, 
what  virtue  can  now  withstand  the  corruption  of  "the 
Government  ?"  What  industry  can  now  live  under  the 
present  system  of  Government  pillage  ?  What  prudence 
can  now  foresee  or  calculate  the  ruinous  results  of  wild 
experiments?  Virtue  is  cast  to  the  dogs!  Industry  is 
rilled  and  picked !  Prudence  is  baffled,  and  stands  dis- 
mayed !  ...  v 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  the  President  again  attacks  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8tates.  Again  is  the  dead  monster 
pierced,  and  without  doubt  in  time.  This  is  now  the  fifth 
Executive  missile,  in  four  years,  hurled  against  it!  The 
United  Slates  Bank  will  be  like  a  man  hung  by  the  neck 
until  he  is  dead — dead— dead !  But,  sir,  I  am  beginning 
to  hope  that,  like  Lazarus,  though  it  stinkelh,  it  will  yet 
"  come  forth,"  with  the  grave  clothes  on.  I  see  signs  of 
its  coming,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  see  no  spectre— no  hobgoblin— no  monster. 
In  respect  to  that  institution,  sir,  I  join  issue  with  the  Pres- 
ident and  all  its  enemies  in  advance.  And  I  do  this, 
though  unnecessary  now,  because  on  this  subject  I  have 
no  fears  and  no  concealments.  I  am  willing  to  trust  the 
;ence  and  the  virtue  of  the  people  who  send  me 
I  maintain,  then  :  1st.  That  a  national  bank  is  con- 
stitutional. 3d.  It  is  expedient.  3d.  It  is  the  beat  friend, 
financial  and  commercial,  especially  of  the  South.  4th. 
And  lastly,  it  is  the  best  bulwark  which  can  now,  by  law, 

civil  liberty  of  the  country. 

j  the 


be  eatablished  in  defence  of  the  ci 
All  these  propositions  I  am  now 


lhan  once  predicted — if  a 
rly  and  unequivocally  ex- 


A  national  bank  is  constitutional.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  charter  a  bank  corporation.  8ir,  let  me  here  ob- 
gcrve,  that  it  is  remarkable  the  President  doe*  not  say  in 
his  message  it  is  unconstitutional.  His  principal  reason 
for  not  co-operating  in  the  re-eiitaWiiihment  of  a  national 
bunk  is,  because  "  it  would  be  to  disregard  the  popular 
wi)|  bee»uw>  he  believes  "a  ntajority  of  the  people  to  he 
irreconcilably  opposed  to  that  measure."  Now,  sir,  this  is 
ominous  of  what  I  have  more  than 
majority  of  the  people  shall  clea  _ 

press  their  will  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  such  an 
i mutation,  he  will  give  it  his  sanction.  Will  he,  who  has 
lived  and  moved  and  had  his  political  being  in  the  breath 
of  another  man's  popularity,  and  who  is  now  vulgarly  re- 
iterating that  man's  disgusting  demagoguism,  ever  dare  to 
disregard  the  popular  will  when  it  ahall  come  up,  as  it  will, 
like  the  rushing  of  the  mighty  waters— «• terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners?"  No,  sir,  he  will  quail  into  bis  own 
utter  helplessness !  He  is  no  bero  to  ride  upon  the  wbiil- 
wind  snd  direct  the  storm ;  and,  sir,  if  Jackson  himself 
were  here  again,  the  people  would  tell  him— "Sir,  your 
experiment  has  failed,  wo  have  been  gulled  and  ruined !" 

Sir  Congress  has  certain  powers  coofeired  upon  it  to 
be  exercised,  and  certain  duties  imposed  upon  it  t*  be  dis- 
charged and  performed : 

Its  powers,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  are : 

"To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  imposts,  snd  excises; 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  Slates." 

"To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

"  To  regulate  commerce  with  forego  nations  and  among 
the  several  States,"  4c 


"  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of 
foreign  coin,"  Ate. 

"To  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  8tatcs.n 

Such  are  the  powers  quoad  hoe.  Among  the  duties 
most  important  to  be  enumerated  is  that  of  making  *«  all 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States." 

Now,  sir,  how  are  these  powers  and  duties  imperatively 
required  of  Congress  to  be  exercised  and  performed,  toj 
executed  ?    Are  not  the  means  granted  ?  Expressly, 
constitution  says  :  "The  CotiRroca  shall  have  power — 

"  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  Ibis  constitution  in  the  Govern' 
ment  or  tho  United  8tates,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof." 

Here  is  a  striking  feature  in  this  great  instrument. 
Every  power  is  specific,  every  duty  is  specific ;  but  the  means 
are  not  specified,  and  the  Government  is  left  unlimited  and 
unrestricted  as  to  means,  save  by  the  term*  "necessary" 
and  "  proper ;"  that  is,  it  is  confined  only  to  such  means 
as  are  "  necessary"  to  the  enda  of  some  one,  or  all,  of  the 
granted,  specified  powers  or  duties ;  and  to  such  as  are 
« *  proper,"  that  is,  consistent  with,  or  fit,  or  congenial  to  the 
form  of  our  Government  and  the  nature  of  its  powers  and 
duties.  And,  sir,  this  distinction  between  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Federal  Government  snd  the  means  of 
cuting  these  powers  and  duties  is- a  full  and  compleu 
swer  to  the  oft-repeated  objection  drawn  from  the  i 
fectly  understood  fart  that  the  convention  of  1787  rejected 
a  proposition  to  grant  the  power  of  incorporation.  To 
have  granted  a  general  power  of  creating  corporations 
would  have  granted  too  much ;  it  would  have  included  cer- 
tain corporations,  ecclesiastical  or  others  it  might  have 
been,  uncongenial  and  inconsistent  with  our  institutions. 
And  to  grant  the  power  of  creating  ppecific  corporation* 
would  have  been  to  enumerate  one  means  of  executing 
granted  powers  to  the  exclusion  of  all  oihers,  upon  the 
principle  of  « *  txfirtmo  untut  eti  acdutio  alteriv*. "  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  preferred  rather  in  their  wis- 
dom to  confine  the  Government  only  in  the  selection  of 
means  to  such  aa  were  necessary  and  proper.  If  a  particu- 
lar corporation  should  be  found  to  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  execute  some  one  or  all  of  the  granted  and  enumerated 
powers  or  duties,  they  left  it  to  the  law  to  create  such  a 
corporation  under  the  general  and  comprehensive  grant 
"  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  such  powers  or  duties."  And  they  left  it  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  Congress  to  select,  of  eour-e,  the  best 
means  thereby ;  inasmuch  as  the  particular  corporations 
they  might  have  chosen  to  grant  might  in  timehsve  proved 
to  Iks  the  worst  means  of  executing  the  granted  powers. 
It  would  have  been  unwise  and  impossible  for  them  or 
for  us,  were  we  now  making  the  constitution  anew,  tn 
attempt  to  enumerate  the  granted  means.  They  should 
hsve  been  omniscient  to  provide  such  as  would,  throughout 
all  lime  and  under  all  circomstances,  have  been  the  best. 
Not  knowing  what  would  always  be  the  best  to  be  used, 
they  left,  wisely  left,  in  Congress  an  option  of  means,  ac- 
cording to  the  wants  and  condition  of  the  country,  re- 
quiring the  exercise  of  powers  and  the  discbarge  of  duties. 

Again,  sir,  not  only  is  C»ngre»8*  unrestricted  and  un- 
limited in  the  employment  of  means  to  execute  its  granted 
powers,  except,  ss  I  have  said,  by  the  terms  necessary  and 
proper ;  but  Congress  is  independent  also  ss  to  these  means. 


To  Congress  are  these  means  given.  The 
State  banks  is  urged,  or  has  been— not  now,  I 
as  a  reason  again*t  the  necessity  of  creating  a  nati< 
It  won  not  necesaurv,  because  the  mesne  of  other  G 

be  employed. 
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to  its  granted  powers,  and  the  means  of  executing  them, 
this  Federal  Government  is  as  independent  of  the  State 
Governments  as  it  is  of  France  or  Italy,  and  as  the  States 
•re  of  it  in  respect  to  their  reserved  rights.  To  no  foreign 
power  under  the  sun  is  this  Government  bound  to  look,  or 
obl'ged  to  depenJ  on  none,  for  means  to  execute  its  consti- 
tutional powers. 

The  question  then,  sir,  is  reduced  simply  to  this:  Is  a 
national  bank  necessary  and  proper  to  collect  the  taxes,  to 
pay  the  debt*,  to  negotiate  the  loans,  to  regulate  the  foreign 
commerce  and  the  internal  trade,  to  dispose  of  the  public 
lauds  of  the  United  States,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of 
money  in  the  country,  and  to  enable  Congress  to  fulfil  tho 
duty  of  making  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform 
throughout  the  United  State*  1  Sir,  I  will  leave  it  to  forty 
years'  experience  to  answer  the  question  on  all  these  points; 
tho  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  cannot  err  in  recount- 
ing to  you  what  the  Dank  of  the  United  States  did  in  col- 
lecting, and  keeping,  and  transferring  the  public  revenue, 
without  costs  or  charger,  and  without  loss ;  what  it  was 
bound  to  do  in  case  tho  Government  needed  to  borrow 
money ;  what  it  did  in  equalizing  and  facilitating  exchanges 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  ;  what  it  did  in  paying 
pensioners,  and  in  accommodating  Government  in  selling, 
and  the  people  iu  purchasing,  public  lands ;  what  were  its 
aalutary  and  steady  influences  in  regulating  the  money 
market  and  the  value  of  money,  and  its  uses  in  rendering 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises  uniform !  Its  notes  were  bet- 
ter than  fine  gold  everywhere — at  land  offices,  custom- 
houses, to  the  Indian  and  the  traveller,  to  the  Government 
and  the  people,  at  home,  in  the  North  and  South,  East 
aud  West ;  and  abroad,  in  the  Eut  Indie*,  they  command- 
ed a  premium  ! 

Twice  has  a  national  bank  been  chartered,  and  again 
and  again  has  its  constitutional  validity  been  sanctioned  by 
every  department  of  the  Government,  Executive,  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial,  and  by  all  parties,  democratic  and  feder- 
al, and  admitted  by  every  President  of  the  United  States, 
from  Washington  to  Van  Buren,  Jackson  not  excepted, 
and  acquiesced  in  by  tho  people.  The  first  bank  charter 
was  proposed  within  two  years  from  the  peiiod  of  framing 
the  constitution.  It  was  formed  in  1787,  and  a  bunk  of 
the  United  State*  created  in  1789!  In  the  Congress  of 
1789,  many  members  of  the  convention  which  framed  ttie 
constitution  sat,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  them  voted  to 
charter  a  national  bank.  Mr.  Madison,  who  then  was 
one  of  those  rucuiltera  of  the  convention  who  opposed  the 
bank  charter,  afterwards,  when  President  of  tho  United 
Sintes,  gave  it  his  sanction  upon  the  principle  of  *«  start 
dtcisis."  The  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  was  submitted  iu  1789  to  General  Washington, 
who  was  president  of  the  convention,  and  he  referred  it 
for  solemn  advice  to  the  heads  of  tho  departments — two  of 
whom  wero  also  members  of  the  federal  convention. 
Hamilton,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  author, 
in  part,  of  the  Federalist,  who  understood  the  history  of 
the  constitution  a*  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  any  man, 
maintained  that  the  power  was  constitutional,  and  Ran- 
dolph, Attorney  General,  dissented.  The  latter  and  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  was  not  a  memlier  of  the  federal  conven- 
tion, and  who  alone,  by-the  by,  made  the  point  that  the 
proposition  to  grant  incorporations  was  rejected,  gave  in 
their  written  opinions  on  one  side,  and  Hamilton  submit- 
ted hi*  on  the  other.  General  Washington,  who  knew 
all  the  facts  of  the  history  of  the  constitution,  necessarily, 
from  his  presiding  in  the  convention,  skied  with  Hamil- 
ton, and,  after  months  of  anxious  and  careful  deliberation 
and  inquiry,  sanctioned  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  national 
bank  !  History,  authority  of  decisions  in  every  form, 
and  the  practice  of  the  Government  from  its  founda- 
tion, all  concur  in  establishing  the  validity  of  a  nation- 
al hank  charter.  8hall  these  be  overruled  by  one  man 
Yot.  XIV.-104 


in  the  nation  1  Shall  nothing  bo  decided  under  our  sys- 
tem T 

Tho  word  "necessary"  was  given  in  an  absolute  sense 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  is  plain  the  term  is  not  so  meant  in 
the  constitution,  because,  if  ao,  it  would  exclude  the  use 
of  all  means  whatever,  and  totally  destroy  all  option  or  se- 
lection of  means.  Ono  could  not  lie  employed,  because 
another  might.  Ono  is  not  absolutely  necessary  because 
the  other  exists.  The  employment  of  Stale  banks  is  not 
absolutely  necessary,  because  sub -treasuries  may  be  used, 
and  sub  treasuries  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  because 
State  banks  may  l»e  employed.  Their  unconstitutionality 
may  be  demonstrated  precisely  in  the  same  manner  ae  that 
of  a  national  bank.  There  are  no  means  absolutely  ne- 
cessary in  all  life  ;  there  is  no  one  tool  or  agent  in  mechan- 
ics, or  power  in  natural  philosophy,  absolutely  necessary  ; 
bread  itself  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  bunion 
life,  because  some  other  article  as  a  substitute  may  be  used 
as  food.  The  very  existence  of  more  means  than  one,  de- 
stroys the  absoluteness  of  the  necessity  of  any ;  and  to  aay 
that  ono  shall  not  1m  used  because  the  others  exist,  i*  to 
destroy  the  power  of  choosing  the  best  means  altogether. 
The  constitution  could  never  have  intended  that  Congress 
might  employ  tho  worst,  and  should  not  have  the  power 
of  selecting  the  best  means  to  execute  its  delegated  powers 
and  duties !  Such  a  conclusion  is  the  absurd  one  to  which 
those  who  oppose  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank  charter 
are  reduced. 

The  next  question,  then,  is— is  a  United  States  Bank 
expedient— is  it  the  best  means  t  Sir,  it  is  vain  to  argue 
this.  I  will  not  appeal  to  tho  chaos  and  confusion  out  of 
which  the  last  national  bank  brought  order  and  credit  and 
confidence.  I  will  not  appeal  to  a  comparison  of  the  rates 
of  exchange.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  premiums  on  stiver 
and  gold.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  traveller,  to  the  laborer. 
I  will  not  appeal  to  the  restraint  upon  an  increase  of  local 
bank  capital,  issues,  loans,  and  discounts.  I  will  not  ap- 
peal to  Siam  for  the  uiuformity  of  the  circulation  of  it* 
notes  and  their  value.  I  will  not  appeal  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  conducted  all  its  business  relations  with  the  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  uniformity  of  taxes,  or  to  tho  exact  equali- 
ty, under  it*  influence,  oi  Government  officers  and  the 
people,  and  of  Government  creditors  and  debtors  ;  but,  sir, 
I  remind  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pica***,] 
of  the  report,  able,  clear,  and  unanswerable,  of  George 
McDuffie,  hi*  illustrious  predecessor,  in  1828,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  I  appeal  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  height  of  the  last  administration's  wishoa  but  to 
attain  to  the  perfection  of  a  national  bank  in  organising  it* 
system  of  local  deposile  banks !  Sir,  it  is  too  late  in  the 
day  now  for  any  man  to  presume  to  say,  against  all  ex- 
perience, delightful  ond  rueful,  of  all  times,  in  peace  and 
in  war,  with  and  without  a  bank  of  the  United  State*, 
that  such  an  institution  is  not  expedient  Sir,  I  have  said 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren  reiterates  the  miserable  demagnguism 
of  his  predecessor— he  exceeds  it  in  the  passage  which 
says: 

'•The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  vast  powers 
conferred  on  it  by  Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  pre- 
vent former  and  similar  embarrassments  ;  nor  has  the  still 
greater  strength  it  ha*  been  paid  to  possess  under  its  pres- 
ent charter  enabled  it,  in  the  existing  emergency,  to  check 
other  institutions,  or  even  to  save  itself." 

Here  we  see  a  President  of  the  United  State*,  the  high- 
est officer  on  earth,  resorting  to  falsehood  itself  to  catch 
vulgarity  and  ignorance !  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  true 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  did  not  or  could  not 
prevent  former  and  similar  embarrassments:  there  never 
was  embarrassment  similar  to  the  present — embarrassment 
so  extensive,  deeply  pervading,  and  universally  following, 
a  long-continued  prosperity  in  trade,  and  a  rich  harvest  of 
profound  peace.    It  is  true  that  in  1819  the  !a*t  national 
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bank  did,  though  like  a  strong  man  under  an  Immense 
burden,  slugger  under  the  weight  of  embarrassments  which 
followed  war  and  the  many  years'  want  of  a  great  regula- 
tor of  currency ;  but  an  a  strong  man— omnipotent  to  save — 
U  did  clear  away  the  wreck — it  wrestled  with  derangements 
and  embarrassments  unprecedented,  and  subdued  the  task 
of  restoring  us  to  a  state  of  commercial  health  and  pros- 
perity unexampled  in  the  annals  of  finance  and  trade.  It 
took  a  giant  to  rescue  the  country  from  its  oppressive 
difficulties,  and  a  giant  that  bank  proved  itself  for  much 
good  and  no  mischief!  But,  sir,  the  falsehood  which  I 
mean  here  to  expose  u  the  base  subterfuge  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  treating  a  local  bank  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  nation- 
al—a United  States  Bank.  Had  he  no  other  resort  than 
this  ever  weak  and  immoral  subterfuge  of  the  vanquished 
wicked — to  take  up  a  mere  name  for  a  defence,  or  a  shield 
and  buckler!  Did  Congress  charter  the  8tate  bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  called  only  by  the  name  of  a  United  Stales 
Bank !  H  d  that  institution  the  credit  of  this  federal  Gov. 
eminent  at  its  back — has  it  not  all  the  opposition  and 
hatred  of  the  federal  Executive?  Would  not  any  other 
li*cnl  or  State  bank — any  one  of  them  which  that  aame  Ex- 
ecutive baa  been  petting  and  stimulating  to  ruin  the  coun- 
try— with  the  same  name,  "  smell  as  sweet  !*'  Have  tbey 
any  more  to  check  other  institutions  or  to  save  them- 
i  *  Does  the  virtue  of  a  national  bank  consist  in  a 
mere  "cognomen  V  Fie!  fie  !  sir,  upon  such  ad  captan- 
dum  demagosuism  in  a  President  of  the  United  Stales ! 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickkxs,] 
in  like  manner,  says  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
never  restored  the  currency ;  and,  sir,  permit  me  to  tell  the 
gentlemen  that,  like  the  President  of  the  United  Stale*,  he 
contradicts  himself.  In  one  breath  they  tell  us  that  the 
Government  credit  did  every  thing  and  docs  every  thing  to 
insure  the  soundness  and  efficiency  of  banking  institutions, 
and  in  the  next  breath  they  boast  that  the  Pennsylvania 
bank,  without  the  Government  credit,  and  with  the  Govern- 
ment opposition,  did  not,  and  could  not  save  itself!  In  one 
breath  they  tell  us  that  the  Government  may  "  take  a  beg- 
gar from  off  the  streets,"  [Mr.  CiLttocK  in  the  Senate,]  and 
attribute  him  with  commercial  and  financial  power  and  cred- 
it, may  make  him  a  safe  and  sound  banker;  and  in  the  next 
breath  they  call  out  to  ua  for  help,  for  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  for  Treasury  notes,  for  indulgence  on 
duty  bonds,  for  the  means  of  assisting  a  bankrupt  Treasury, 
for  the  reason  that  some  eighty  or  ninety  local  State  banks, 
which  Government  has  been  backing  with  its  credit  for  four 
years,  have  suspended  specie  payments!  In  one  breath  they 
tell  ua  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  never  restored 
the  currency ;  and  in  the  next  they  admit  that  if  we  con- 
tinue to  take  local  bank  paper,  we  must. have  a  national 
bank,  to  check  the  local  institutions  and  purify  the  curren- 
cy !  Sir,  it  is  true  that  the  Government  credit  doea  much, 
it  does  every  thing  when  it  fortifiea  and  guaranties  a  na-  | 
tional  bank.  Ita  credit,  organized  in  that  form,  is  all  that 
is  now  wanting ;  but  it  does  nothing  but  mischief  when 
afforded  to  individuals  or  to  local  corporations.  It  stimu- 
lates to  excesses,  and  is  itself  weak  to  restore  an  equilib- 
rium— in  fact,  is  the  first  to  suffer  from  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion and  debauchery.  It  requires  more  help,  for  its  pro- 
tection, from  a  national  bank,  than  it  can  possibly  confer 
upon  any  other  form  of  fiscal  and  commercial  agency.  If 
a  bank  of  the  United  States  does  not  tend  to  restore  the 
currency,  why  did  Mr.  Calhoun  propose,  in  1834,  to  tin- 
bank  the  banks  with  such  an  institution  1  The  Govern- 
ment was  then  fully  divorced  from  all  banks ;  all  that  had 
to  be  done  was  to  withhold  die  depoMtes  from  them.  Now, 
sir,  the  Government  is  married  to  the  banks — has  been  in 
Co.  with  them  for  years;  and  now,  when  a  severance  -an- 
not  be  had  without  «iolen<-e  und  disaster,  now  is  the  con- 
nexion to  be  dissolved !  We  are  told  that  a  United  Sutea 
bonk  has  never  yet  encountered  a  period  of  war.  Certain 


it  ia  that  in  no  period  of  war  have  we  ever  had  auch  a  help 
in  time  of  need,  unless  the  old  Bank  of  North  America, 
which  was  a  powerful  friend  during  the  Revolution,  could 
be  so  considered.  It  ia  said  a  national  bank  could  not  have 
surwved  the  scenes  of  18t3-'14.  True,  those  scenes  were 
awful  enough  without  such  an  institution ;  turn  constat  that 
they  would  not  have  been  better  with  one,  knowing  that 
such  scenes  have  never  occurred  whilat  a  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tates  waa  in  operation.  Well  may  the  gentleman 
safely  appeal  to  all  the  intervala  when  there  was  no  auch 
bank,  to  find  scenes  which,  perhaps,  no  bank  could  bare 
encountered ;  but  it  ia  sufficient  for  ua  to  say,  in  reply,  that 
it  ever  encountered  all  the  difficulties  it  met  during  ita  ex- 
istence ;  that  its  existence  occupied  more  than  ten  times  the 
spare  of  time  which  ita  absence  filled ;  and  hence  the  fair 
inference  might  be  drawn  that  no  such  scenes  could  occur 
during  ita  existence  as  those  which  have  occurred  in  the 
intervals  when  it  was  not  in  existence,  to  control 


In  the  third  place,  sir,  I  join  issue  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickeks,]  and  maintain  the 
proposition  that  the  bank  was  ever  and  would  be  now  the 
best  friend  of  the  8outh. 

Sir,  no  interests  in  the  country  are  more  dependent  upon 
a  sound,  safe,  and  uniform  currency,  than  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  and,  consequently,  the  interests  of  the  8outh. 
The  great  regulator,  fly-wheel,  and  aafety-vslve  of  curren- 
cy is,  as  I  have  shown,  a  bank  of  the  United  State*.  It 
afforded  and  is  the  only  means  which  has  ever  yet  been 
devised,  which  has  furnished  that  great  amount  of  circula- 
ting medium  called  "bill*  of  exchange."  Many  suppose 
thai  the  most  of  the  circulating  medium  consists  of  bank 
notes  intermixed  with  a  small  amount  of  specie.  Not  so, 
sir.  What  proportion  consisted  of  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
I  have  not  been  able  accurately  to  ascertain;  but  certain  it 
is  that  all  the  heavier  operations  of  trade  are  and  must  be 
curried  on  by  them.  At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  large 
amounts  are  wanted  by  the  South,  to  be  transferred  to  the 
northeastern  cities,  with  which  to  purchase  importations 
for  consumption  ;  and  at  other  seasons  similar  amounts  are 
needed  by  the  North,  in  the  8outh,  to  purchase  the  raw 
materials,  for  manufacture  or  exportation.  The  transfer 
of  these  heavy  amounts  must  be  made  by  bills  of  exchange. 
It  cannot  be  conducted  by  transmitting  specie  or  local  bank 
notes;  the  cost  and  insurance  and  delay  of  transporting  the 
one,  and  the  discount  and  riak  upon  the  other,  foibid  their 
use  for  the  purposes  of  transferring  funds.  The  greet  and 
leading  arteries  of  trade,  then,  between  the  North  and  the 
South  were  supplied  by  bills  of  exchange  as  the  circulating 
medium,  whilst  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  op- 
eration. It  had  funds  in  Boston,  New  Yoik,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore,  upon  which  to  draw  from  New  Orleans, 
Mobile,  Charleston,  Nashville,  Cincinnati ;  and  funds  in 
the  latter  places  upon  which  to  draw  from  the  former. 
Funds  weie  drawn  without  transmitting  a  dollar ;  the  op- 
eration was  effected  simply  by  changing  the  pen  from  one 
side  to  the  other  of  the  books  of  the  mother  hank  and  its 
branches.  No  money  waa  withdrawn  from  trade  in  New 
York ;  none  from  trade  in  New  Orleans.  The  oblong  bits 
of  paper  called  bills  of  exchange  caused  convertible  bnnk 
notes  or  specie  to  be  paid  at  either  place  at  sight,  and  at 
the  rate  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent.  This  waa  the  simple 
and  beautiful  operation ;  and  ihesc  bills  were  the  pabulum 
of  trade  when  the  United  States  Bank  was  stricken  down 
at  a  blow  by  the  mace  of  despotism.  What  wna  the  con- 
sequence t  The  life-blood  wan  dried  up;  the  arteries  were 
drained ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  circulating  medium  wae 
destroyed.  The  consequence  to  the  South  was  ruinous, 
upon  a  principle,  a  favorite  principle  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  He 
calculates  that  the  circulating  medium  is,  to  real  estate  or 
propeitv,  generally  in  the  country  about  as  one  to  thirty. 
If  so,  whenever  the  circulating  medium  ia  reduced  one  mil- 
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lion,  the  properly  of  the  community  falls  thirty  millions  in 
value.  It  would  be  frightful  and  enormous,  if  the  amount 
of  diminution  in  the  value  of  real  estat 
in  the  South  could  he  ascertained,  in 
stroying  bills  of  exchange  by  refusing  to  recharter  a  nation- 
al hank.  There  is,  sir,  a  striking  and  manifest  difference 
between  the  properly  of  the  North  and  the  South.  The 
property  of  the  North  consists  of  money-capital-  The 
property  of  the  South  consists  of  land  and  its  products,  and 
slates.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  when  a  large  portion  of 
circulating  medium  is  destroyed,  they  suffer  much  less  than 
we  in  the  South  do.  The  diminution  of  circulating  me- 
dium depresses  the  price  of  land,  of  agricultural  product*, 
and  of  slaves,  ihirty-fokl;  whereas  the  money  of  the  North 
is  actually  raised  in  vslue  precisely  in  the  same  ratio.  Our 
property  will  sell  for  less  money — their  money  will  buy 
more  of  our  property.  True,  in  times  like  these,  when  there 
is  a  total  want  of  bills  of  exchange  to  transfer  debts  due  to 
the  North  from  the  8outh,  they  may  be  embarrassed  in  the 
collection  of  their  debts ;  hut,  nevertheless,  when  they  are 
forced  to  sue  us  at  home  for  goods  purchased  in  the  North, 
it  will  always  take  a  double  portion  of  our  land  and  ne- 
groes, or  of  their  products,  to  pay  the  debts.  Besides, 
they  sre  chiefly  the  purchasers  of  our  agricultural  products, 
nn<l  the  carriers  of  them,  and  whenever  they  are  oppressed 
for  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium  we  are  eventually  the 
greatest  losers  in  the  price  of  those  products.  This  truth 
is  clearly  illustrated  in  these  very  times,  by  the  fact  that 
the  chief  losses  of  the  nation  have' fallen,  to  ihe  amount  of 
forty  millions  at  least,  upon  cotton  !—  notwithstanding  that 
paragraph  in  the  message  which  says: 

"  The  difficulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
questionably great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
be  regarded  ax  affecting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  ArUing,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactions 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  it  is  upon  them  that 
they  have  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agricultural  interest 
ha*,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  suffered  comparatively 
little ;  and,  as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  mu- 
nificence of  it<*  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest 
need,  and  in  direct  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
waywardness  of  man,  we  have  been  blessed,  throughout 
our  extended  territory,  with  a  season  of  general  health  and 
of  uncommon  fruitfulness.  The  proceeds  of  our  great  sta- 
ples will  soon  furnish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at 
home  ami  abroad,  and  contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of 
commercial  activity  and  the  restoration  of  commercial 
credit." 

This  passage,  sir,  reminds  mo  of  this  curious  extract, 
which  I  found  the  other  day  in  some  newspaper : 

««  An  almanac,  published  in  the  year  1730,  has  the  fol- 
lowing very  remarkable  predictions,  which  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  very  letter : 

'  By  ih«  power  u>  sm  through  the  ways  of  Heaven, 
In  >nie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  seven, 
ass  away  without,  any  tprlnr, 
r»  throne  shall  notstt  a  king  I'  " 


It  is  true,  sir,  that  Provitlence  has  displayed  its  goodness 
and  munifirence  at  the  moments  always  of  this  country's 
greatest  need  ;  and  His  infinite  goodness  will  ever,  I  hope, 
sustain  us,  notwithstanding  "the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
wayward neas  of  man,"  and  the  wickedness  of  unwise  and 
corrupt  rulers.  God  alone,  and  the  dew  he  sends  upon 
the  ripe  and  unripe  com  and  upon  the  mown  hay,  can 
keep  uk  from  beggary  and  want,  can  supply  us  with  food 
and  raiment;  but  a  sound  policy,  and  wise  and  virtuous 
administration,  would  turn  the«e  blcsnngs  of  Providence 
to  some  account,  would  establish  and  fix  a  sound  price 
upon  the  abundance  of  the  harvest  Held  !  Truly,  the  year 
1837  has  been  like  the  times  ot  our  trouble ;  there  is  a 
promiae  ot  abundant  harvest,  though  there  hus  been  no 
■p  ring-time. 

This  mighty  country,  powerful  and  rich  as  it  is,  is  hard 


much  for  us,  the 
with  the  folly  and  way- 


to  kill  in  its  resources,  which  are  almost  infinite ;  but  be 
assured,  sir,  it  is  in  the  kingdom  of  policy  as  it  is  in  the 
kingdom  of  grace—you  must  not  always  strive  against 
God  !  We  muat  not  throw  away  and  abuse  the  fiuits  of 
Providence !  Though  Heaven  h 
land,  the  land  of  the  South,  groan 
ward  noes  of  man  ! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  a»ks  where  the 
capital  is  located  when  a  bank  of  the  United  States  is  cre- 
ated T  I  answer,  everywhere,  throughout  the  whole 
country,  according  to  the  demands  and  necessities  of  trade. 
If  we  were  to  charter  a  bank  to-morrow,  and  locate  the 
mother  at  Charleston,  the  branches  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  would  become  the  principal  wing*  of  the  in- 
stitution— that  at  New  York  would  in  fact  become  the 
mother.  Why  t  Because  the  importations  are  there,  the 
trade  ia  there,  the  revenue  is  collected  there.  And,  I  ask, 
will  not  this  be  the  case  under  any  system  1  Was  it  not 
so  under  the  deposit*  bank  system,  and  will  it  not  he  so 
under  a  sub-Treasury  system  1  As  certainly  as  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  revenue  of  this  Government  is  collected  there, 
and  more  certainly  as  that  revenue,  under  the  gentleman's 
favorite  system,  would  accumulate  there  in  specie — there 
in  specie,  when  specie  would  be  so  scarce,  by  being  spuug- 
ed  up  by  Government,  that  it  would  command  a  premium, 
and  he  in  fact  a  greater  amount  of  capital  concentrated 
there,  (in  New  York,)  than  the  Government  would  other- 
wise have.  Ho  asks,  if  the  8tates  of  this  Unifln  were 
separate,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Colonies,  would  not  the 
exporting  8tates  import  for  themselves  J  No,  sir ;  they 
never  did  import  for  themselves  when  they  were  Colonies. 
A  raw-material  region,  an  agricultural  country,  cannot  he, 
also  a  mercantile  and  manufacturing,  a  ship-building  and 
money-capital  country.  The  trade  of  Virginia  was  car- 
ried on  before  the  Revolution,  by  English  merchants  and 
shipping,  and  since  then  by  New  England  merchants  and 
shipping.  True,  the  English  merchants  sent  their  ships 
directly  to  our  rivers  on  the  Chesapeake,  but  then  there 
was  no  coasting  trade,  which  now  does  the  seme  thing  for 
us  to  the  full  extent  of  our  wants  and  demands. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  also  complains  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  1832,  gave  the  Piesident 
a  sword  to  bury  in  the  vitals  of  nullification  !  8ir,  ibis  is 
a  new  charge,  strange  and  extraordinary  in  its  character, 
and  coming  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 

If  it  be  "  a  true  bill"  against  the  bank,  that  it  furnished 
the  means  of  defending  the  Union  in  its  peril,  it  will  be  a 
and  unheard  of  recommendation  of  it  to  some,  though 
to  me.  I  repudiated  the  doctrines  of  nullification.  I 
struggled  against  its  principles  and  practices,  and  depreca- 
ted its  effects  and  tendencies*  but,  sir,  if  the  war  upon 
South  Carolina  had  come  "to  the  knife,"  it  would  have 
found  many  a  Union  man  of  Virginia  fighting  in  her  de- 
fence, though  they  had  argued  she  ha  J  her  full  share  of 
wrong  in  the  quarrel.  I  should  have  been  one  among  those 
who  reasoned  on  one  side,  and  would  have  fought  on  the 
other.  No  corps  of  a  standing  army  should  ever  have 
crossed  Virginia  borders,  with  my  consent,  to  invade  a 
Southern  sister  8tate.  I  therefore  say,  sir,  that  this  charge 
apuinst  the  United  States  Bank  is,  if  true,  no  recommend- 
ation of  it  to  me.  Nothing  recommends  itself  to  me  which 
strengthens  the  arm  of  the  Executive.  But,  sir,  this  charge 
cannot  be  tenable.  Be  it  remcmt>ered  that  the  bank  itself 
was  then  (in  1832)  struggling  against  that  same 
for  its  own  safety  and  existence,  and  that  then  he 
ring  against  it  furiously,  upon  the  ground  that  it  had  entered 
the  political  lint*  against  his  re-election.  I  cannot  conceive, 
therefore,  upon  what  grounds  it  is  now  accused  of  furnish- 
ing weapons  to  the  hands  of  its  own  enemy,  and  that,  too, 
to  destroy  some  of  its  own  best  friends.  Among  those 
strongest  friends  were  then  counted  the  Hon.  George 
Duffle  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun !  And 
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and  unaccountable  is  it,  if  this  charge  be  true,  either  aa  to 
the  motives  of  the  bank  or  ila  necessary  cfTocta,  thai  Mr. 
Calhoun  should,  aoaoon  after  the  fall  of  1832  aa  the  spring 
of  1834,  propose  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Suites' to  re- 
charter  this  aame  bloody  monster  for  twelve  years  I  !  The 
gentleman,  air,  must  be  wrong  now,  or  hia  honorable  and 
distinguished  Senator  must  have  been  moat  unpardonably 
and  egregioualy  guilty  of  a  auicidal  act  of  Southern  policy 
in  1834. 

The  gentleman  boasts  that  the  people  of  the  South  are 
an  old  fashioned  people,  and  he  complains  that  the  bank, 
like  Cnr  Peter,  rut  the  costs  of  Southern  village  dandies 
in  the  faahion !  This  is  a  still  more  grievous  charge  against 
the  tyranny  of  that  monster,  which  it  seems  was  guilty  of 
monstrosities  from  the  most  enormous — the  plucking  of  a 
President's  beard,  to  the  most  petty— that  of  clipping  the 
coat-tails  of  Southern  dandiea !  It  did,  no  doubt,  affect  the 
social  habits,  aa  well  as  the  political,  financial,  and  com- 
mercial power  of  tho  country.    But,  air,  thia  objection,  i 
apparently  frivolous,  has  more  in  it  than  strikes  ua  | 
It  illustrates  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  preju-  ! 
dice  which  really  prevails  in  many  communities,  which  are 
not  immediately  connected  with  the  associatione  of  trade, 
against  that  institution. 

In  many  respects,  sir,  but  in  none  so  much  as  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvements  of  commerce  and  of  the  mechanic 
arts,  are  the  Southern  people  a  half  century  behind  the 
times  in  which  they  live.   Noble,  generoua,  liberal-minded, 
urnve,  independent,  intelligent,  and  sagacious,  yet  are  many 
of  them  too  metaphysical,  and  likely— aa  Mr.  Letcher  uwd 
to  say  of  old  Virginia — to  die  of  an  abstraction !  They 
admire  and  cherish  old  things  and  ways;  and  despise, 
without  much  reason,  improvements  in  the  credit  system, 
just  aa  they  do  a  new  lapel  or  button !    They  do  not  en- 
large, as  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  their  capacities  to 
receive  the  benefits  of  any  institutions  of  trade ;  they  do 
not  calculate  their  loaves  in  the  destruction  of  them  when 
crcnted  and  existing,  but  look  alone  with  dia*uii*facti»n  to 
the  greater  benefits  which  others  receive  from  improved  ca- 
pacities  and  enlarged  advantages.    They  clsim  justly  that 
Nature  has  done  the  most  for  them ;  are  content  with  what 
Nature  has  done  for  them ;  and  ara  only  discontented  when 
they  behold  the  art  of  others  outstripping  their  friend  Na- 
ture.   They  are  only  wrong,  air,  in  not  improving  and  as- 
sisting their  own  natural  advantages,  and  in  wishing  to 
prevent  other*  from  exerting  their  enterprise  and  wits  to 
make  up  for  natural  deficiencies,  whilst  they  are  unwilling 
to  exert  their  own  wits  and  enterprise  at  all.    Let  Charles- 
ton unite  by  a  railroad  with  Cincinnati,  and  Norfolk  tap 
the  Big  bend  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  we  shall  shortly  hear 
no  more  complaints  about  the  immenae  advantages  of  cap- 
ital which  a  bank  ot  the  United  States  gives  to  the  North. 
If  we  ait  all  the  day  idle,  why  shall  we  complain  that  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  come  thousands  of 
miles  to  take  to  themselves,  by  internal  improvements,  the 
produce  of  back  countries,  which  need  not  lie  transported 
as  many  bom  I  reds  of  mi  lea  to  our  seaports  T    We  muat 
have  trade  before  we  have  capital,  and  Stale  internal  im- 
provements before  we  can  have  trade.    Tiade,  sir,  trade 
will  make  the  South  as  proaperoua  and  atrong  aa  the  North ; 
and  trade  will  make  the  South  aa  fast  a  friend  of  a  national 
bank  aa  a  national  bank  is  now  of  the  South  without  trade  I 
I  regret,  air,  exceedingly,  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  8outh  Carolina  in  relation  to  Texas.    He  says  the 
friends  of  a  bank  of  the  United  Sistcs  are  the  enemies  of 
Texas.    I  beg  leave  to  say,  air,  that  time  will  sh»w  whe- 
ther he  ia  any  truer,  though  he  may  be  a  much  abler,  friend 
to  the  annexation  of  that  State  to  thia  Union  than  I  am. 
On  that  subject,  as  on  nullification,  I  presume  be  will  find 
the  friends  of  a  national  l*nk  divided ;  but,  air,  he  will 
find  no  one  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  because 
favorable  to  a  national  bank.    But  what  does  this  allusion 


to  Texas  mean  T  Is  it  a  political  appeal  ?  Is  it  expected 
by  any  quarter  that  Texas  will  unite  the  Sooth  upon  some 
leader;  and  that  the  South,  added  to  the  locefoco  destruc- 
tives of  the  North,  and  the  Executive  retinae  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  will  bring  that  leader  into  power  1  Sir, 
let  me  warn  those  who  entertain  It,  that  the  hope  is  vain 
and  worse  than  delusive !  The  Soulh  is  most  opposed  in 
reason  and  interest  to  locofoeoism,  and  it  will  be  unjust 
and  destructive  to  the  cause  of  Texas  to  make  it  a  hobby  of 
party  politics.  The  restoration  of  a  sound  currency  here 
would  aid  Texas  aa  much  as  ourselves.  Whence  has  tint 
glorious  republic  derived  ber  loans  to  achieve  the  battles  of 
her  liberty  and  independence  !  The  Soulh  and  Southvren 
hav©  furnished  her  with  arma  and  men  ;  the  North,  I  pre- 
sume, has  furnished  her  with  money  and  credit.  If  her 
vi&m  still  continue,  still  she  will  want  the  benefit  of  that 
system  here  which  carried  us  through  the  travails  of  inde- 
pendence— a  system  of  credit !  yes,  ours  was  depreciated 
paper  credit ! 

A  bank  of  the  Uniled  States  would  not  only  indirectly 
aid  the  cause  of  civil  lilierty  in  Texan,  by  tho  confidence 
and  credit,  safe  and  sound,  it  would  diffuse  universally,  but, 
an  I  have  said,  it  would  prove,  at  this  time  especially,  tho 
best  bulwark  of  civil  liberty  in  the  United  Slates !  Sir,  I 
mean  all  I  say.  The  bank  is  expedient  and  neceaaary  ; 
the  only  question  which  remains  is,  is  it  "  proper,"  that  is, 
congenial  with  our  free  institutions  1  What  haa  been  iho 
practice  and  tendency  of  the  Executive  of  this  Government 
for  the  last  eiaht  years  *  To  wield  the  entire  legislation 
and  control  of  this  nation  and  its  destinies,  by  means  of  the 
public  money  !  There  is  needed,  moch  needed,  an  in* 
terposing  stumbling-block,  or  check,  between  the  President 
and  the  public  purse,  now  more  than  ever !  When  Presi- 
dent Jackson  removed  the  depositee,  he  took  tru 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  law— of  the  legislative  depart  r, 
When  be-  put  them  in  the  pet  banks,  he  put  ibem  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  ;  there  they  have  been  ever  si  oca, 
in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  constitution  ;  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  yield  the  constitutional  custody  and  control  of 
Congress  over  the  public  money,  and  to  place  it  in  the 
Briarian  hands  of  a  hundred  thousand  officeholders — 

the  eyes  and  arms  of  the  Executive  1"  To  what  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  docs  the  custody  and  control  of 
the  public  money  belong  1  Sir,  there  is  an  ohscure  clause 
of  this  constitution  which  haa  ever  been  overlooked  by  all 
of  the  wisest  of  its  expounders.  I  mean  that  sacred  clause 
which  reads :  Congress  shall  have  power — 

"  To  make  all  lawa  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Uniled  States,  or  in  sny  department  or  officer 
thereof.'* 

Now,  sir,  the  first  clauso  of  thia  section  is  the  only  part 
of  it  which  is  habitually  referred  to,  and  is  a  clause,  by- 
the-by,  which  ia  not  favored  generally  by  strict  construc- 
tionists, because  it  ia  erroneously  thought  by  some  to  con- 
fer indefinite  powers.  No  such  thing.  The  reverse  is  the 
case.  By  marking  the  Utter  clause  attentively,  yon  will 
find  that  there  is  not  a  section  in  the  constitution  more 
jealously  realrictive,  and  esperially  of  Executive  jiower 
and  discretion.  It  is  that  clause  which  General  Jackson 
never  read,  or  never  understood.  It  contradicts  hia  cele- 
brated rule  of  action,  "that  hew  as  to  execute  the  lawa  and 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  aa  he  thought  proper."  8ir,  the 
Executive  haa  no  discretion  aa  to  the  means  of  executing 
ila  own  powers  even,  much  less  the  powers  of  Congress. 
The  meana  necessary  to  execute  the  "  foregoing  powers;" 
that  is,  the  powers  of  Congress,  "and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  thia  constitution  in  the  Government''—  mark  the 
gradation  of  descent  from  general*  to  particular—''  or  in 
any  department  or  officer  thereof."  Does  tin*  not  mean 
Executive  power*  ?  All  the  means  necessary  to  execute  all 
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the  power*  of  every  department,  or  officer,  are  given  to 
Congress!  Does  the  President  require  means  to  execute  an 
Executive  power  even!  May  be  adopt  means,  however 
necessary  or  proper,  himself!  No  !  he  most  apply  to  the 
legislative  department  Such  is  tbe  constitution  ;  yet  how 
perverted,  and  abused,  and  trampled  on  !  Sir,  I  am  thus 
minute  in  commenting  on  this  clause,  so  restrictive  of 
Executive  power  and  discretion,  because,  I  repeat,  there  is 
no  claufe  of  the  constitution  which  is  so  much  overlooked, 
and  never  regarded. 

To  illustrate  its  application.  The  question  arose  last 
winter,  in  the  case  of  Texas — to  what  department  does  the 
power  belong  to  recognise  the  independence  of  a  people 
struggling  for  liberty  and  for  an  equal  station  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth  !  To  my  utter  surprise,  on  examining 
Judge  Story's  Commentary  on  the  constitution,  I  found 
that  he  lays  it  down  as  a  power  belonging  to  the  Exec- 
utive, because  he  says  it  is  incidental  to  the  power  of 
appointing  and  receiving  ambassadors.  He  entirely  over- 
looked tbst  clause  in  the  constitution  which  clearly  vests 
every  incidental  and  resulting  power  of  the  Government 
in  Congress.  Thence,  sir,  is  derived  the  power  to  collect, 
to  keep,  and  to  pay  away  the  money  of  the  United  8lates. 
Congress  may  appoint  a  hand,  an  agent  of  the  law,  to  do 
and  perform  all  these  duties  independent  of  the  Executive ; 
for  "  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  inferior 
officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments."  But  the 
custody  and  control  of  the  public  money  have  been  usurped 
by  the  Executive,  in  which  almost  all  incidental  and  re- 
sulting powers  have  merged,  and  have  been  tamely  and 
supinely  yielded  by  Congress !  8ir,  I  know  of  no  way  so 
wise  and  so  appropriate  to  reclaim  this  derelict  and  import- 
ant  power  aa  that  of  creating  a  national  corporation,  which 
shall  be  made  the  agent  and  hand  of  the  law,  which  the 
Executive  shall  not  touch  or  control,  and  which  shall  bo 
subject  only  to  the  legislative  will  I 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  P.]  is  utterly 
wrong,  then,  when  he  says  that  t>  create  a  bank  will  I* 
to  part  with  an  attribute  of  aovereigrty—  to  regulate  the 
currency.  Sir,  it  will  regain  and  restore  the  just  and  con- 
stitutional powers  of  Congress,  and  it  will  lie  the  most  com- 
plete and  efficient  check  which  can  be  put  by  law  upon 
Executive  absolutism  !  In  this  point  of  view  it  would  lie- 
come  the  cgis  of  constitutional  liberty  !  Experience  leaches 
us  its  weakness  aa  a  political  engine.  It  waa  in  favor  with 
one  administration,  the  administration  died  ;  it  was  opposed 
to  the  succeeding  administration,  and  the  bank  died.  Ad- 
mit  it,  however,  to  be  as  danacrous  as  it  waa  ever  charged 
with  being,  is  it  more  so  tban  the  substitutes  which  have 
been  tried  and  proposed !  It  may,  forsooth,  concentrate 
and  unite  tbe  money  power  and  the  political  power  nf  the 
country  and  Government.  The  pet  b.mk  sy»tem  certainly 
did  thus  unite  them  and  elect  a  President,  snd  the  sub- 
Treasury  system  is  an  open  and  palpable  proposition  of  direct 
•nd  certain  union  between  the  purse  and  the  sword !  Such  is 
th*  consistency  of  these  pretended  patriots  who  war  upon 
a  bank  as  a  political  monster,  and  yet  go  "all  for  the*' 
money  in  the  Executive  !  The  bank  is  more  *«  proper"  in 
this  sense  than  any  substitute  which  Its  enemies  have  ever 
yet  proposed. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  in  good  feeling  and  friendship,  ad- 
vised me  not  to  rely  on  the  letter  writers  for  a  character, 
bat  to  look  rather  to  enlightened  public  opinion.  I  shall 
take  the  advice,  sir ;  for,  from  the  billingsgate  which  has 
lately  been  sent  forth  from  the  desks  in  this  Hall — [Here 
Mr.'WisK  looked  significantly  at  tbe  seat  of  Johit  H. 
Ph  art-rise,  a  member  from  New  York,  tbe  editor  of  the 
Freeman'*  Journal,  in  that  Stale,  and  the  letter  writer  for 
hi*  own  paper] — I  am  well  aware  that  a  character  for  vir- 
tue, honor,  and  truth,  haa  nothing  to  expect  from  the  pen  of 
falsehood  dipped  in  the  gall  of  bitterness ;  and  I  know  not 


why  I  should  have  been  warned  not  to  rely  on  the  praise 
of  letter  writers,  when  I  have  been  made  the  subject  o£ 
their  constant  vituperation.  Some  of  the  letter  writers  I 
know  to  be  gentlemen,  and  the  friends  of  truth  more  than 
they  are  my  friends;  but  I  rely  not  on  tbem,  but  on  en- 
lightened public  opinion.  My  own  convictions  as  to  a  na- 
tional bank  are  not  new,  and  have  not  been  taken  up  for 
a  party  purpose  or  for  a  season;  they  are  as  old  as  my  pub- 
lic life ;  my  constituents  have  known  them  of  old,  and  th«y 
are  not  to  be  relinquished  for  the  sake  of  a  triumph  to  my- 
self, or  of  triumph  over  an  enemy,  or  for  fear  of  defeat ; 
though,  air,  1  am  confident  thai  they  are  convictions  which 
will  eventually  seize  upon  the  minds  of  all  as  they  have 
fastened  upon  mine.  1  have  been  for  a  bank  through  evil 
report;  and  now  that  I  see  the  great  reformer— expe- 
rience—abroad,  with  scourge  in  hand  to  wako  up  the  peo- 
ple to  reflection  and  inquiry ;  to  make  them  hold  up  their 
heads  Irom  individual  pursuits  to  attend  to  the  operations 
of  a  Government  which  has  put  its  rude  hands  deeply  into 
their  pockets;  now,  I  say,  when  I  see  the  hope  of  belter 
limes,  I  shall  wait,  patiently  wait,  for  the  troubling  of  the 
waters,  for  the  healing  of  tbe  people,  for  their  voices  to 
come  up  as  a  strong  man,  for  radical  relief  nf  the  country, 
its  constitution,  its  currency,  its  liberty  ! 

But,  to  return  to  the  message:  I  have  been  drawn  off 
singularly  enough  to  reply  to  a  gentleman  who  I  thought 
once  would  have  been  one  of  the  last  to  be  found  fighting 
for  this  administration.    The  President  next  attacks  the 
local  banks.    They  have  failed,  notwithstanding  the  Gov- 
ernment credit  at  their  back;  I  admit  it,  sir,  and  alwajs 
thought  they  would,  and  so  did  the  administration.    I  am 
excited  to  feel  some  sympathy  for  the  pet  bank  system  only 
by  the  rank  profligacy  with  which  *«  the  parly"  now  de- 
nounce their  own  victims.    In  his  war  upon  these  institu- 
tions the  President  exceeds  even  Fanny  Wright  herself. 
I  have  one  of  her  books,  air,  and  I  find,  I  confess,  some 
moderation,  something  conservative  even  in  her  book ;  but 
in  this  message  nothing  but  '*  destruclivenesa"  ia develop- 
ed.  She  says— I  quote  her  in  contrast  with  the  President — 
"  And  now  I  will  concede,  and  it  is  a  position  I  have 
ever  myself  assnmed,  that  all  things  have  to  be  taken  suc- 
cessively and  in  order.    Bui  one  thing  is  to  propose  meas- 
ures, and  another  thing  to  take  a  general  virw  of  the  state 
of  affairs.    One  thing  i*  to  distinguish  where  we  are ; 
another,  whither  we  are  to  go ;  and  another  how  we  are  to 
get  there.    It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  knock  down  all 
the  chartered  monopolies  the  first  fine  morning;  nor  on 
any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  as  may  be  judged 
of  real  public  utility,  or  of  importance  to  the  public  de- 
fence and  safety,  at  a  lime,  too,  when  of  all  others,  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  nation  require  careful,  and  skilful 
guardianship.    Yet,  I  do  think  ii  is  not  only  allowable  lo 
look  at  them,  and  every  morning  that  we  choose  ;  to  in- 
vestigate the  nature  of  their  whole  structure,  examine  their 
foundaiions,  pry  into  all  iheir  bidden  passages,  back  en- 
Iranrea,  secret  cupboards,  traps,  and  cellars ;  but,  moreover, 
that  it  is  right  and  proper,  and  of  urgent  necessity,  that 
we  should  do  so.    I  will  not  quote  the  old  proverb  whirh 
says  a  cat  may  look  at  a  King — a  proverb  that  is  practically 
true  in  most  countries  where  there  are  Kings  to  look  at ; 
nor  ask  why,  in  this  country,  the  King,  which  is,  de  jwrt 
at  least,  the  |>eople,  may  not  look  al  tbe  cat — and  at  a  eat, 
too,  that  gives  him  many  hard  scratches." 

Yes,  sir,  I  am  for  looking  at  the  cat  too.  Tbe  King,  de 
facto,  however,  is  tbe  President — and  the  President  too  ie 
the  cat  which  has  stolen  the  cheese  from  the  people,  the 
King  de  jure. 

But  you  see,  sir,  that  even  Fanny  is  not  for  knocking 
down  all  the  chartered  monopolies  the  first  fine  morning; 
nor  on  any  morning  that  we  should  unsettle  such  as  may 
be  judged  of  real  public  utility.  But  the  President  and 
Levi  Woodbury  both  now  eay  the  pel  banks  were  corrupt. 
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8ir,  !  refer  to  the  9ih  page  of  the  President'*  meesnRe 
which  I  have  already  quoted,  and  I  beg  you  to  hear  what 
Saint  Levi  aaya  ;  he  ii  speaking  of  the  little  aub  treasuries, 
now  in  operation,  when  he  aaya : 

"The  existing  establishment*  and  officers,  whenever 
convenient,  would  be  employed  without  a  double  machinery, 
or  the  organization  of  a  new  system  of  agents.  Execu- 
tive control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  increased  by 
them,  because  any  additional  officers  will  be  selected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  or  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  he  designated  by  Con- 
gress and  the  principal  incumbents  appointed  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  They  would  also  remove  all  ground 
for  the  objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  sys- 
tem, that  the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extenaive  patron- 
age and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank 
presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  araJtered  through 
every  section  of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  as- 
sent or  check  of  either  House  of  Congress  in  any  particular 
case,  and  making  loana  of  the  public  money  from  consider- 
ations merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion 
will  be  thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion 
and  imputation  or  favoritism  and  partiality  be  entirely  stop- 
ped. 

"  The  officers,  under  the  plana  proposed,  will  likewise 
be  amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and 
not  b«  embarra-eed,  like  the  officers  of  the  hanks,  by  con- 
flicting duties  and  intereau  in  respect  to  the  States,  nor  in- 
volved in  those  collisions,  jealousies,  and  recriminations 
often  attendant  on  that  position." 

**  Angela  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us  !**  Who  would 
have  imagined  aurh  as  this  from  Levi  *  Last  spring  that 
Pharisee  was  brought  to  the  book  and  sworn  upon  the 
H»ly  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  to  tell  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  about  the  corrup- 
tion* and  dangerous  influences  of  the  deposit*  banks,  arid 
he  tried  to  know  nothing.  The  whole  system  and  con- 
cern was  "  as  fair  a  'ting  as  ever  was ;"  and  now  we  ace 
him  coming  out  in  the  face  of  his  oath,  and  reporting  offi- 
cially against  "  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  imputa- 
tion of  favoritism  and  partiality  !"  Oh !  how  he  must 
have  gulped  at  this  much  even  !  how  much  more  when  he 
pit  oat—"  the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  pa- 
tronage and  great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of 
bank  presidents,  directors,  and  stockholders,  scattered 
through  every  section  of  the  country,"  &c.  All  this,  this 
very  charge — this,  the  gist  of  it,  was  made  by  Peyton  and 
Wise  last  winter.  Levi  kept  his  own  conscience ;  the 
Globe  dented;  the  minion  and  pimp,  Reuben,  bullied  and 
placarded  ;  the  President  pronounced  us  liars  all  the  way 
from  Washington  to  the  Hermitage,  and  said  here  we 
ought  to  be  Houstonized  !  And  now,  oh!  all  earth  and 
heaven !  look  here  !  verily,  every  charge  ia  confessed  by 
both  President  and  Secretary  !  What  thinks  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Gaatiirn,]  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation, 9  majority  of  which  reported  that  there  was  no 
agent,  no  corruption,  no  political  influence ;  that  all  was  fair, 
and  right  republican  •  Does  this  not  put  that  majority  to 
the  blush  1 

Never  had  I,  never  bad  my  friend  Peyton,  never  sholl 
we  again  obtain  for  truth— "which  is  mighty  end  will 
prevail"— snch  a  glorious  triumph  as  this !  Sir,  I  must 
quote  Fanny  Wright  again.  I  approve  her  sentiments 
cordially  when  she  says : 

"  But,  joking  apart,  I  would  ask  if,  on  the  part  of  any  set 
of  men,  there  be  either  policy  or  decency,  in  a  world  whose 
rule  is  right,  and  whose  guide  is  reason,  (or  which  other- 
wise is  without  either  rale  or  guide  at  all)— I  would  ask,  I 
eav,  whether,  at  the  point  of  inquiry  at  which  the  public 
mind  has  now  arrived,  there  be  policy  or  decency  tn  the 
attempt  to  prevent,  or  even  to  it  to  id,  the  investigation  of 
any  question  whatsoever  !    It  is  a  law  of  the  human  mind 


instinctively  to  resist  injustice  and  to  spurn  arbitrary  dic- 
tation. In  America,  moreover,  aucb  is  the  law  of  the 
State.  To  cry  "  silence  !"  to  the  voice  of  public  curiosity 
ia  hero  outrage ;  to  induce  silence  by  bribery  or  enforce 
it  by  violence  is  overt  treason.  What  policy  ta  there 
or  can  there  be  in  endeavoring  to  hide  what  every  hodjr 
sees,  or  in  making  endless  turna  and  tricks  when  the 
public  eye  is  open  to  them  all !  There  ia  a  mo<le  by  which, 
in  this  country,  all  prudence  may  be  secured  and  all  pa- 
tience commanded.  It  is  simply  to  tell  the  truth  on  all 
occasions.  Never  to  mystify  and  never  to  falsify.  To*ay, 
such  and  such  is  our  position.  By  so  much  it  is  false ;  but, 
in  setting  it  right,  let  us  beware'  of  the  leeshore  and  tho 
false  current.  And,  so  that  we  hear  of  dangers  really  io 
existence,  and  not  of  imagioary  ones  invented  to  draw  the 
ship  into  some  new  course  of  error,  or  to  keep  her  from 
taking  the  shortest  course,  consistent  with  safety,  into  the 
right  one,  we  may  be  sure  that  ail  on  board  will  posse** 
their  souls  in  peace,  and  wait  for  salvation,  or  strain  every 
nerve  to  aid  it,  without  murmur  or  even  a  hard  thought. 
All  on  board  and  nothing  in  the  dark.  Whenever  a  meas- 
ure is  right,  or  even  when  not  absolutely  right  in  itself 
but  only  indispensable  under  existing  circumstanres,  there 
is  always  reason  to  give  for  it ;  and  let  it  be  given,  and 
given  without  fear  of  opposition  or  evasion  of  discussion, 
and  the  mass  of  this  nation  will  support  it." 

Sir,  I  am  no  advocate  of  the  pel  bank  ayatem.  I  think 
now  what  I  always  thought  of  it ;  though  a  letter  writer  re- 
ports ma  as  mak  ng  terms  now  with  Keuben,  between  whom 
and  myself,  my  colleague  [Mr.  GaatAJtpJ  is  said  to  be  the 
internuncio.  I  cannot  vote  for  tho  conservative  measure ; 
but  I  cannot  agree  that  our  State  institutions  shall  all  be 
knocked  down,  as  Fanny  aays,  at  a  blow,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, after  be  baa  used  them  for  all  hie  ambitious  and  cor- 
rupt designs,  and  after  he  ia  forced  to  cast  them  off  on  ac- 
count of  the  odium  they  have  incurred  by  the  abuses  to 
which  he  has  perverted  them.  It  is  now  politic  in  "the 
party"  to  be  the  first  to  denounce  them — to  cry  catch  thief! 
catch  thief!  the  loudest,  in  order  to  turn  pursuit  from 
themselves,  who  have  been  the  chief  of  the  sinners,  the 
guiltiest  oflsrceny  and  robbery,  and  accessary  before  and 
after  the  fart  to  the  guilt  ot  the  pet  banks ! 

The  message  throughout,  sir,  ia  a  general  and  aweeping 
attack  upon  the  whole  credit  system,  and  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  agrees  with  the  President  in  the 
loco  toco  tenet  that  that  system  is  inimical  to  human  liber* 
ty.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Picxis»]  "  preaches  back  insur- 
rection to  the  Northern  laborer,"  whom  he  puts  upon  tho 
footing  of  a  Southern  slave  !  I  shoulJ  hardly  think,  sir, 
that  he  would  be  heeded  by  any  laboring  men  of  intelli- 
gence, and  scarcely  hy  a  mob,  if  while,  if  they  had  any 
pride  of  condition,  or  the  least  self-respect  He  tells  us 
that  John  Milton  was  a  locofoco.  I  wonder  if  he  was  for 
the  sub-Treasury  !  8ir,  in  this  too,  ihe  President  ia 
clearly  departing  from  the  "  footsteps  of  his  illustrious  pre- 
decessor." In  Mr.  Tiney's  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Menus,  dated  April  15,  1834,  he  aays:  (Sto 
passagea  already  quoted.) 

Sir,  I  was  much  astonished  to  see  the  great  leader  of 
loeofbeoism  in  New  York  [Mr.  E.  Moors]  sbuke  hands 
with  the  gentleman  from  8outh  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickkxs,] 
after  he  took  his  seat  upon  the  proposed  union  between 
Northern  laboring  men  and  Southern  slaves !  I  can  ac- 
count for  sucli  a  union  and  such  congratulations  only  on 
the  principles  that  extremes  are  sure  to  meet.  Not  that  the 
laboring  men  of  the  North  are  sure  to  affiliate  with  our 
slaves  :  but  that  loeofbeoism  is  certain  lo  amalgamate  with 
aristocracy  aa  it  now  does  with  power — despotic  Executive 
power,  irresponsible,  and  seeking  to  be  unchecked  ! 

Such  were  the  principles  that  guided  the  administra- 
tion of  Gen.  Jackson  in  selecting  the  deposit e  banks,  snd 
in  regulating  them ;  and,  air,  let  me  do  Mr.  Taney  the  jus- 
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tice  to  say  that,  however  be  may  have  been  in  error  io  car- 
rying hi*  principles  into  practice,  be  advanced  many  which 
were  undoubtedly  sound  and  wise,  and  be  seemed  lo  me 
ever  to  have  been  governed  by  fixed  and  well-considered 
principles.  He  did  not  appear  to  adopt  a  creed  merely  be- 
cause it  might  captivate  the  popular  prejudices ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  he  would  have  pursued  one  to  extremity  if 
he  saw  that  it  would  lead  to  ruin,  though  it  might  be 
"  clapped  by  the  crowd."  Certain  it  was  that  he  was  Gen. 
Jackson's  favorite  Secretary,  and  he  was  very  far  from  ad- 
vancing these  alarming  appeals  to  "  the  poor,"  to  war  upon 
a  system  which  is  the  bent  protection  of  men  without  capi- 
tal. To  see  a  poor  man  assisting  to  destroy  the  credit 
system  is  at  once  to  remind  one  of  Hogarth's  picture  of  a 
mob,  in  which  a  misguided  and  frantic  wretch  is  sawing 
himself  down  from  the  top  of  a  high  sign-post !  Sir, 
there  are  two  kinds  of  democracy  as  to  equality  among 
men.  The  one  tends  to  degrade  all  men  to  an  equality 
upon  the  lowest  scale ;  the  other  tends  to  exalt  them  to 
•n  equality  upon  the  highest  scale  of  human  excellence. 
The  former  strives  lo  pull  down  all  excellencies  in  sys- 
tems or  in  men,  and  forbids  all  perfection  in  either. 
This  is  the  "Agrarian,"  which  would  reduce  us  to  the 
level  of  brutes,  and  which,  under  the  pretence  of  holding 
back  those  who  strive  to  improve  their  own  condition  and 
the  moral  condition  of  mankind,  to  prevent  improvement 
from  making  difference*  among  men,  would,  in  fact,  make 
industry  work  for  indolence,  the  vigilant  keep  guard  for  the 
sluggard,  give  the  fruits  of  enterprise  to  those  who  toil  not 
and  do  not  spin,  and  divide  the  rewards  of  wisdom  snd 
virtue  with  ignorance  and  vice  !  This  kind  of  democracy 
is  the  rankest  despotism.  It  is  as  unjust  and  oppressive  as 
it  is  impracticable  and  impossible. 

Sir,  no  Government  can  repress  the  energies  of  mind 
and  of  moral  power.  This  low,  levelling  democracy  may 
declare  a  division  of  properly  among  men  to-morrow  ;  will 
it  he  an  equal  division  the  next  dsy  t  No,  sir,  some  will 
excel  others  in  character,  in  moral  power,  in  sagacity,  in 
•neroy,  in  wisdom  and  virtue  and  success ;  start  them  even 
as  often  as  you  may,  with  the  profligate,  the  slothful,  the 
ignorant,  the  inactive,  the  careleas,  the  vicious,  or  the  un- 
fortunate, and  still  "  onward,"  "  onward"  in  advance,  will 
be  their  course,  and  all  justice  yields  them  the  precedence 
and  superiority  !  Government  might  as  well  undertake*  to 
"  fetter  flame  with  flaxen  band,  or  stop  the  ocean  with  the 
sand,''  as  to  put  limits  by  law  to  the  degrees  in  which  one 
man  may,  in  social  life,  excel  another.  The  political  jus- 
tice which  entitle*  every  man  to  all  the  advantages  which 
he  can  fairly  acquire  by  his  merits  and  the  exertion  of  his 
moral,  physical,  and  intellectual  faculties,  is  sustained  by 
that  other  and  genuine  democracy  only  which  tends  to  ad- 
vance and  promote  human  improvement,  and  to  encourage 
that  free  emulation  and  competition  which  exalt  men  to  an 
equality  on  the  highest  scale  of  ir.">ral,  physical,  and  intel- 
lectual excellence  !  True  democracy  ever  exalts  man.  It 
diminishes  the  power  of  Government,  but  it  enlarges  the 
moral  and  social  power,  and  increases  the  political  privi- 
leges of  men.  It  makes  man  free  to  pursue  las  happiness, 
and  allows  neither  king  "one,"  or  king  "  many,"  to  hin- 
der or  molest  bim ;  it  prevents  Government  from  checking 
the  exertion  of  his  powers  to  acquire  all  the  good  he  may, 
without  injury  to  his  neighbor ;  it  prompts  each  one  to  as* 
pire  and  to  strive  for  every  excellence  and  for  the  prize  of 
success ;  it  cheers  each  one  in  the  pursuit,  and  crowns  each 
one  in  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  a  virtuous  ambition  ; 
it  tells  all  men  not  to  slop,  to  reach  forward  farther  and 
farther,  higher  and  higher,  towards  the  standard  of  perfec- 
tion ;  and  it  striken  down  tho  hand  which  would  arrest  the 
march  of  freedom  !  It  declares  in  this  land  that  all,  all 
may  strive  equally  for  power  and  place,  for  honor  and  of- 
fice, for  distinction  or  wealth  ;  and  thence  is  derived  the 
hallowed  truth  that  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people— each 


is  a  sovereign  in  himself — a  king  to  compete  with  his  fel- 
low for  equality  in  acquiring  the  greatest  good,  and  to 
make  man  the  fellow  of  man  on  the  highest  elevation  ! 
The  credit  system,  sir,  supports  and  is  supported  by  this 
latter  creed  of  genuine  democracy.  The  credit  system  is 
the  most  potent  auxiliary  of  true  republicanism.  From  it 
have  sprung  the  inventions  of  the  age ;  the  improvements 
in  mechanic  arts  and  powers  which  have  reformed  die 
world.  Whence  came  the  steam  engine?  From  the  ge- 
nius of  Fulton.  Who  was  Fulton  1  A  pennyless  invent- 
or without  capita] !  What  would  hia  genius  have  done 
without  credit  *  It  would  have  sickened  nnd  died  in  ne- 
glect and  despair  ere  it  had  wrnng  from  the  avaricious  gripe 
of  a  private  capitalist  tho  cosh— the  specie,  in  time  to  strike 
cut  tbat  giant  champion  of  science,  and  arts,  and  civili- 
zation, and  "peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  man!" 
How  many  of  the  virtuous  and  enterprising  poor  could  in- 
dividual capitalist*  patronize  if  they  would  ;  and  how  many 
do  they  patronise  of  those  they  could  ?  A  bank  has  uo 
soul,  it  is  true,  but  it  dispenses  infinitely  more  real  charity 
than  that  sordid,  hoarding,  grasping,  selfish  tyrant  you 
call  a  capitalist — a  Jew  !  Let  the  "  poor  man"  choose 
between  tbem — a  credit  system,  organized  by  laws  which 
he  may  partake  in  making,  and  which  make  the  credit 
free  for  every  "  poor  man"  of  character ;  or,  that  system 
which  leaves  the  Jews,  the  Shy  locks,  called  "  private  cap- 
italists," alone  to  make  the  law  of  trade — a  system  which 
patronizes  only  "  the  per  cent.,"  and  knows  no  law  but 
that  of  the  ' '  uuri  sacra  fumes .'"  The  free  system  of 
credit  is  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  despotic  jwwer— - 
locofocoism,  as  mobistn  ever  does,  is  aiding  despotism ; 
and  it  is  left  to  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  "  the  poor 
man"  to  decide  which  side  of  the  contest  he  will  take — 
whether  with  those  without  capital,  and  who  want  credit, 
against  the  power  of  money  capital,  or  with  the  rich  against 
the  poor  ?  The  rich  now  say  that  the  poor  ere  not  enti- 
tled to  credit  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  cash  for  pow- 
er, and  wealth,  and  honor,  and  office ! 

The  banking  and  credit  system  destroyed,  what  is  pro- 
posed as  a  substitute  1  A  Government  8bylock— a  politi- 
cal Jew !  No,  sir,  I  will  not  denounce  it  before  I  have 
examined  it.  What  is  it  1  As  yet,  sir,  we  know  not 
what  it  is;  we  are  left  lo  imagine  the  worst.  If  it  could 
be  well  dofined,  I  would  inquire  whether  it  is  not  liable  to 
the  very  same  objections  which  have  been  urged  with  so 
much  false  clamor  against  Iho  Bank  of  the  United  8tatrs. 
Of  this  one  fact,  air,  I  am  morally  certain — that  the  pres- 
ent proportions  and  the  views  of  their  advocates  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Executive,  all 
tend  to  the  final  establishment  of  a  Treasury  bank.  We 
are  asked  to  permit  the  collectors  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  keep  it  in  their  custody,  to  make  tbem  its  de- 
positaries, to  collect  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  and  we  are  told  openly  from  one  quarter  [Mr. 
Calhocx  in  the  Senate]  tbat  there  must  be  a  permanent 
issue  of  Government  paper  for  currency. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask,  when  you  have  organized  and  system- 
atized this  plan  by  law,  if  it  is  not  a  creature — call  it  by 
what  name  you  please — which  is  no  more  known  to  tho 
constitution  than  a  bank  corporation  ?  Will  this,  in  fact, 
not  be  a  corporation  by  law  1  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that,  when  formed  and  examined,  it  will  Kc  found  tube 
unconstitutional,  but  I  warn  gentlemen  who  say  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional,  lo  look  well 
to  what  they  create  as  a  substitute  for  it ;  to  seo  whether 
their  substitute  is  not  liable  to  the  same  constitutional  ob- 
jection*, by  their  own  mode  of  construction.  Are  we  to 
be  told  that  the  General  Government  clearly  has  the  power 
to  organize  a  Treasury  Department  ?  Where,  whence  ia 
such  a  power  derived  ?  Precisely  from  the  same  source  and 
by  the  name  deductions  thai  the  power  to  creoto  a  national 
bank  is  derived— the  necessity  to  execute  granted  powers, 
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and  the  propriety  of  the  mean*  to  the  end.  But  the  con- 
stitutional question  aside,  the  question  of  expediency  still 
remains;  would  this  plan  "accomplish  the  beneficial  pur* 
pose  promised  by  its  advocates!"  And  "would  it  not 
impair  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popular  will,  injure 
the  charncter  and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  political 
system,  and  bring  into  existence  a  concentrated  money 
power  hostile  to  the  spirit,  and  threatening  the  permanen- 
cy of  our  republican  institutions  !" 

Could  this  system  furnish  a  currency  !  No  one  will  con- 
tend that  it  could  furnish  a  circulating  medium  of  specie. 
There  is  not  enough  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  world 
to  admit  of  a  circulating  medium  of  specie  alone,  and  it 
would  he  an  impracticable  medium  if  there  was.  It  never 
did,  and  never  can,  answer  any  other  purpose  than  that  of 
a  basis  for  currency  and  of  change  in  small  transactions  of 
trade.  It  can  never  be  the  substitute  of  bills  of  exchange. 
It  cannot  be  had  for  the  currency,  if  it  is  to  be  demanded 
for  the  public  dues.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  permanent 
Government  issue  of  paper.  Will  that  become  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  1  It  depends  upon  whether  it  is  to  be 
convertible.  If  convertible  into  specie,  it  will  never  circu- 
late, for  the  reason  that  the  public  debtors  will  nlwaya  re- 
turn it  upon  the  Government  to  call  fur  the  i<pecie  to  pay 
the  Government.  If  inconvertible,  or  Government  issues, 
as  the  banks  do,  more  piper  than  it  can  redeem,  the  paper 
will  depreciate,  or  llio  (Jovernment  will,  at  times,  be  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payments  precisely  as  the  banks — 
the  Government  will  become  a  greater  nuisance  to  the 
people,  and  mure  base  and  perfidious  to  them,  than  the 
local  banks  have  ever  become  to  the  Government.  Besides, 
if  the  Government  issues  permanently  this  paper,  it  must 
receive  it  in  payment  of  the  public  due*.  If  it  receives  it  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  where  is  the  Government's 
specie  to  come  from  to  redeem  the  excess  of  its  paper  which 
may  be  issued  over  and  above  the  amount  which  may  be 
required  to  meet  the  demand  for  paper  wherewith  to  fay 
the  public  dues !  Whether  such  paper  will  depreciate 
will  depend  upon  the  amount  Government  issues:  if  it  ex- 
ceeds the  demand  for  paying  public  dues,  the  paper  must 
depreciate,  as  did  our  old  continental  money.  If  it  docs 
not  exceed  that  demand,  what  ia  to  become  of  the  great 
interests  of  trade — whence  the  supply  of  a  currency,  ex- 
change, and  a  safe,  sound,  and  uniform  circulating  medi- 
um I  If  Government  is  not  to  concern  itself  about  sup- 
plying a  currency,  why  not  pay  specie  alone,  if  it  is  to  re- 
ceive specie  alone  !  But,  sir,  it  is  nut  in  the  mind  of  its 
advocates  to  make  this  plan  supply  a  currency.  It  is  to 
insure  the  Government  interests  alene,  and  to  leave  the 
people  to  take  care  of  themselves.  No,  not  to  leave  the 
country  to  shift  for  iUclf—  it  must  destroy  the  country  by 
destroying  its  currency.  The  Government  will  operate  aa 
a  great  sponge  to  absorb  the  specie  from  the  banks,  and 
from  ita  proper  places  of  deporite  as  a  basis  of  circulating 
medium.  This  sub-Treasury  system  must  inevitably  de- 
preciate the  loco)  bank  note*,  and  the  people's  securities  of 
trade  ;  it  mu<t  leave  them  to  deal  in  shin -plasters  forever, 
whiUt  it  Ae»U  in  hard  money.  It  makes  the  servant  great- 
er than  the  master,  ii  separates  the  Government  from  the 
profile,  whilst  it  is  *»  much  their  conrern  as  are  private 
affairs;  and  it  mxkes  the  interests  of  (he  Ge  eminent  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  people.  It  demands  of  the  people 
specie  for  Government,  while  the  Government  dries  up 
every  source  whence  specie  can  be  be  drawn.  It  cslablifhes 
one  currency,  the  metallic,  for  the  servants,  and  another, 
the  basest  depreciated  paper,  for  the  masters.  But  the 
money  view  of  this  scheme  is  nothing  compared  with  its 
political  bearings.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Pitur.xR)  examiued  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment to  colltct  the  Government  dues  in  upecic,  upon  "  the 
great  landed  interests  of  the  South  1"  He  is  sure,  he  says, 
that  it  will  make  uh  our  own  importers..    I  inM*f,  sir, "on 
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the  contrary,  that  it  will  raise  the  premium  on  specie  ex- 
orbitantly, and  that  premium  will  and  must  raise  the  tariff. 
The  importer  must  purchase  the  specie  to  pay  the  duties  to 
Government,  and  the  amount  of  the  premium  must  be 
added  to  the  price  of  the  goods,  and  the  consumers,  his 
constituent*  and  mine,  must  at  last  pay  the  pipers,  no 
matter  who  import*. 

But,  sir,  ia  this  plan  "proper!"  Is  it  congenial  with 
the  spirit  of  our  institutions!  The  President  says,  *•  It  is 
believed  that  a  considerate  and  candid  investigation  of  th^se 
questions  will  result  in  the  conviction  that  the  proposed 
plan  is  far  leas  liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Execu- 
tive patronage  and  control,  than  any  bank  agency  that  has 
been,  or  can  be,  devised."  This  is  the  very  essence  of  con- 
sistency. To  charter  a  national  bank  will  be  "to  concen- 
trate a  moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  apirit  and  threatening 
the  permanency  of  our  republican  institutions;"  but  to  put 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  specie  in  the  handa  of  a 
hundred  thousand  officers  of  the  Government,  ihe  Briarian 
arms  of  the  Executive — the  creatures  whom  the  President 
makes  and  unmake*  at  his  good  will  and  pleasure — will  l«e 
a  sure  way  of  vindicating  the  supremacy  of  the  popular 
will,  of  preserving  the  character  and  influence  of  our  politi- 
cal system,  and  of  diffusing  the  moneyed  power !  When, 
too,  it  would  concentrate  about  sixteen  millions  in  specie 
in  the  hands  of  a  single  collector  in  the  city  of  New  York! 
The  bank  of  the  United  States  might,  forsooth,  become  a 
dangerous  political  monster  when  united  with  an  Execu- 
tive. This  plan  is  perfectly  harmless  and  innocent,  less 
liable  to  objection,  on  the  score  of  "  Executive  patronage 
and  control,"  though  it  would  certainly  place  in  the  bands 
of  the  President  the  whole  concentrated  moneyed  power  of 
the  Government!  This,  sir,  ia  too  unblushing  a  demand 
for  more  patronage  and  control;  this  is  almost  putting  on 
the  imperial  purple  anil  the  crown  in  the  face  of  all  the 
people !    Ohh  no ;  the  President  meekly  aays : 

"  If  a  Chief  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  io  speak  for  him- 
self on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  thai  to  me  nothing 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  the  withdrawal  from  the 
Executive,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  of  all  con- 
cern in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue ; 
not  that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  upon 
me  by  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  because  it  is  my  firm 
belief"  tliMt  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pro- 
moled  by  tho  possession  of  any  patronage  not  actually 
necessary  to  the  performance  of  those  duties.  But,  under 
our  present  form  of  government,  the  intervention  of  the 
Executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable ;  and  before  it  can 
be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executive 
would  be  increased  by  dispensing  with  the  agency  of  banks, 
the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency  must  be 
carefully  regarded,  and  a  comparison  must  be  instituted 
between  its  extent  in  the  two  cases." 

Yes,  sir,  "  if  ho  may  bo  allowed  to  speak  for  himecH  on 
such  a  point ;"  he  speaks  boldly  enongh  when  vouching 
a  vwsh  to  be  deprived  of  "all  concern  in  the  custody  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue" — "  r.-it  that  he  would 
shrink" — oh,  no ;  he  boldly  argues  to  show  that  all  concern 
ought  to  be  given  up  to  him  and  his  minions!  What  did 
Mark  Antony  cay  of  Tajsar!  "Thrice  did  he  refuse  the 
kingly  crown."  Sir,  if  nothing  would  be  more  acceptable 
to  the  President  than  the  withdrawal  from  the  Executive 
of  the  immense  and  irresistible  and  corrupting  influence 
and  patronnge  which  the  public  money,  united  with  his  po- 
litical power,  give*  him  and  the  creatares  of  his  will,  I,  fur 
one,  am  dit>po«cd,  gla  lly  eager  to  gratify  his  patriotic 
wishes.  I  devoutly  pray  that  you  will  indulge  such  a  desire, 
regain  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress  to  keep  and 
control  Ihe  public  revenue,  and  that  you  will  rekindle  the 
spirit  and  protect  the  permanency  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions by  diminishing  Executive  patronage  bv  every  law- 
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fttl  means  in  your  power.  Now  is  an  auspicious  period  to 
do  much  for  our  liberties,  in  imminent  danger  from  this 
threatening  cause  or  alarm  to  every  watchful  and  faithful 
patriot.  But  no.  The  President,  to  far  from  co-operating 
in  this  great  work  of  curtailing  Executive  patronage,  asks 
to  be  trusted  by  law  with  the  entire  collection,  keeping, 
and  disbursement  of  our  revenue ;  he  denounce*  all  bank- 
ing, petitions  for  a  divorce  of  the  Government  from  banks, 
and  yet,  like  Madame  Darumnont,  is  for  a  union  with  a 
Governntent  bank  !  Heretofore,  sir,  well  it  might  have  been 
said  of  him,  as  locofoco  John  Mib»n  says,  in  Paradise 
Regained,  of  8atan : 

"  What  have  t**>n  thy  answers,  what  but  dark, 
"  Anibiguuys,  an. I  with  double  sen*.-  deluding, 
"  Which  ibey  who  asked  have  gilil  mil  uiiderat...), 
"  And  not  well  undenrbxnl  as  x»m1  nut  known  1 
M  Whoever,  by  consulting  at  thy  shrine, 
"  Kt  turned  Iho  wiser,  or  the  id  >tb  instrua 
"  To  fly  or  follow  what  concerns!  him  tn.et, 
"  And  run  uot  sooner  to  hu  fatal  snare  1" 

But  now,  air,  now  the  veil  is  raised— the  horrid  front  is 
seen— the  wicked  inrcnt  of  wedding  the  money  of  Go- 
vernment with  the  political  power  of  the  Executive  is 
plainly  manifested ;  and,  if  the  people  start  not  back  af- 
frighted and  appalled,  it  will  be  because 

"Ood  hath  justly  given  the  nation  un 
"  To  thy  defuaiona,  JuJtly,  since  they  fell 
Iilolauuus !" 

When  Mr.  Wise  had  concluded, 

The  question  wjb  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Diwiojt,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  $  which  was  re- 
jected, without  a  count. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
EN  U.  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  which,  on 
motion  ofMr.  PATTON,  then  udjouraed,  at  a  quarter  past 


Sato  boat,  October  14. 

After  transacting  some  other  business — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on  leave,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  his  assistants, 
theeergeant-at-nnns,  the  principal  door-keeper  and  assistant 
door-keeper,  the  postmaster,  and  the  messengers  and  other 
attendants  on  and  about  the  House,  be  allowed  each  two. 
mouths'  pay  for  services  during  the  extra  session :  and 
that  the  police  and  lamplighter  or  the  Capitol  and  Capitol 
square,  be  allowed  one  month*'  pny  each. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  BRIfiUS  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
embracing  Iho  librarian,  the  assistant  librarian,  and  mes- 
senger of  tho  library. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  withdrew  the  motion, 
but  gave  notice  that  he  sh>uld  introduce  a  resolution  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  requiring  all  these  matters  of  extra 
services  to  go  to  committees,  so  that  the  House  might  know 
what  these  extra  services  would  amount  to  beforo  they 


Mr.  McKAY  renewed  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  THOMPSON, 

Mr.  E WING  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table: 


The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to;  and  after  some 
remarks  by  Messrs.  RENCHER and  A.  11.  SHEPPERD 
in  opposition  to,  and  Mc^ara.  BRIGG8,  CAMBRELENG, 
and  THOMPSON  in  favor  of,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business  ol 
ye*terday  morning,  which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
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Wtaa'a  resolution  on  the  Florida  war :  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  McKat's  motion  to  postpone  tho  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  to  the  I  at  of  December  next — 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  debate  upon  the  resolution  under  consideration,  he  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wis*]  to  say 
that  he  had  been  informed  in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit 
that  General  Jesup  had  entered  into  an  engagement  with 
Hopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and  protect  that 
chief  in  his  possessions,  provided  he  would  give  his  aid  to 
the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  and  assist  General  Jesup 
in  his  operations;  that  the  gallant  Indian  chief,  relying  up- 
on tho  assurances  of  General  Jesup,  bad  devoted  himself 
to  our  service,  and  that,  after  success  crowned  the  ©itera- 
tions of  General  Jesup,  he  turned  upon  the  chief  in  viola- 
tion of  his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  hi*  possessions. 
I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time  with  the  impropriety  of 
the  conduct  thus  imputed  to  General  Jesup.    I  could  not 
believe  that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the  hum- 
blest ranks  to  the  command  of  an  ormy,  who  hud  on  sev- 
eral nccBJtiins  displayed  a  combination  of  talents  and 
bravery  which  induced  the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a 
fit  commander  in  the  South,  would  so  far  deluxe  himself 
as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  service,  by  a  promise 
of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had  answered  his  | 
turn  upon  his  ally  in  violation  of  his  < 
pel  him  from  his  home.    Such  condc 
have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as  a  man,  but  it 
would  tarnish  the  reputiitton  of  the  country,  regarding  him 
as  the  representative  of  the  country.    Feeling  as  I  did,  I 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General  Jeeup's 
engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and  after  conduct,  had 
been  the  result  of  orders  emanating  from  higher  authority, 
or  whether  General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible  1  TI.e 
gentleman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to  answer.  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  the  substance  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  Gener- 
al Jesup.   On  day  before  yesterday  I  received  bis  answer, 
in  which  he  says :  "  No  such  treaty  or  engagement  as  that 
stated  to  have  been  made  was  ever  thought  of;  every 
engagement  made  with  Hopothlehohola,  ho  far  as  depended 
upon  me,  or  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faithfully 
fulfilled."    Thus,  sir,  a  direct  contradiction  is  given  by 
General  Jesup  to  the  information  communicated  to  the 
House.    His  letter  evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  "  whom 
subject  of  the  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investigated." 
Instead  of  shrinking  from  it,  he  invites  it.  His  language  is : 
"Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent  for;  let  investigation  be 
pushed  to  the  utmost,  I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  the  supposed  treaty  or  engagement  with 
Hopothlehohola,  the  General  indignantly  remarks  that, 
had  it  been  made,  "  no  power  on  earth  should  have  com- 
pelled him  to  violate  it."  He  would  have  surrendered  hie 
commission  sooner  than  present  himself  before  the  world 
in  the  attitude  of  playing  the  hypocrite  with  an  Indian 
chief ;  and,  after  securing  his  confidence  and  assistance, 
turning  upon  him  the  instruments  of  destruction.  Such 
sentiments  ore  worthy  of  an  American  general ;  and  I  trust, 
sir,  they  meet  with  proper  sympathy  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
members  of  this  House. 

I  have  thought  it  an  act  of  justice  to  General  Jesup  to 
make  the  preceding  statement ;  and  now  that  I  am  up,  I 
shall  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  I  trust  the  resolution 
will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  fullest  investigation  may  be 
hod  into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war. 

Mr.  WISE  vindicated  himself  from  having,  in  bis  own 
person,  made  the  charge  at  alt  ?  he  had  stated  it  as  it  had 
boon  stated  to  him :  ho  rejoiced  to  hear  the  language  of 
General  Jesup  in  relation  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very 
reply  went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investigation  he 
advocated,  that  justice  might  lie  done  to  the  innocent, 
while  the  guilty  were  exposed. 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD  exculpated  Mr.  Wm  from  all 
blame  in  the  matter,  and  expressed  approbation  of  hi* 
course,  as  an  honest  discharge  of  hia  duty. 

The  hour  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the 

SUB-TREASURY  BILL. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  to  it*  third  reading  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  imposing  additional  duties,  as  de|>o»i- 
taries,  in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers — 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table;  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clank,  of  New 
York,  withdrew  it,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  Mr.  C.  an 
opportunity  of  submitting  some  remarks. 

Mr.  CLARK  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  8pealter :  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  or  to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  a  motion  bad  been  made  to  postpone  its 
further  consideration  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  session. 
The  subject  matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  friends  of  the  administration,  a  difference  of 
opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an  honest  difference.  The 
gi'iitleman  from  South  Carolina,  a  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion, in  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  thst  he  should 
be  called  upon  si  this  time  for  final  action  on  tho  hill.  He 
preferred  to  wait  until  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 
him  to  ascertain  tho  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  these 
views  I  concur.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I  shall 
do  so  for  tho  same  reasons  which  would  influence  me  to  vole 
tor  u  postponement  until  the  next  session,  considering  the 
effects  the  same,  neither  of  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote  1  am  about  to  give  will  furnish 
no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
of  my  action  on  the  question  of  its  final  passage.  The 
sub-Treasury  scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1835,  it  was  proposed  by  tho  whigs  in 
Congress,  and  received  the  unanimous  and  vigorous  oppo  ■ 
sition  of  the  democratic  members.  Whether  it  is  possible 
for  the  opposition  to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  will  not 
inquire.  They  have,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
senting at  this  session  any  measure,  good,  bad,  or  indincr- 
.  en  I,  always  saving  and  excepting  their  sovereign  remedy, 
their  universal  panacea  for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  Uni- 
ted Rules  Bank. 

1  repeat  that  this  measure,  as  a  democratic  one,  is  new. 
Public  opinion  has  not  been  sufficiently  enlightened  to 
draw  any  correct  conclusion  of  iu  disposition.  It  has  not 
been,  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  discussion, 
either  in  the  social  circle,  or  in  tho  primary  aa-smblics  of 
the  people.  And  the  same  remark  is  true  as  regards  the 
news|>apor  press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  papers  in 
tho  State  of  New  York,  previous  U>  the  session  of  Congress, 
had  canvossed  this  project,  or  given  any  opinions  thereon. 
The  Albany  Argus,  tho  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
Slate — a  journal  which  possesses  great  influence  over  the 
country  press— bed  not,  up  to  that  period,  taken  ground  on 
this  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  thst  resolution!!  emanating  from  county  conven- 
tions could  l>e  considered  as  furnishing  that  evidence  of  the 
popular  will  as  they  otherwise  would.  All  the  republican 
conventions  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general 
principles  set  forth  in  the  message;  few  of  them,  however, 
have  given  any  expression  of  opinion  as  regard*  this  specific 
measure.  No  one  is  more  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  bow 
with  deference  to  the  will  of  his  constituents,  when  formed 
upon  reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pressed, than  myself;  and  it  will  over  be  my  pleasure  to 
carry  that  will  into  execution.  Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill, 
(and  I  repeat  that  1  give  no  opinion  in  regard  to  it, )  I 
would,  with  alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  lect 
of  my  constituents. 

Sir,  there  is  no  pressing  necessity  for  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  The  Government  is  now  going  on  receiv- 


ing and  disbursing  its  revenue  in  the  same  manner 
vided  in  the  bill.  Should  it  now  pass,  it  will 
change.  8ince  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  met  with  no  difficulty  in  the  management  of  its 
fiscal  operations,  neither  can  it  for  six  short  weeks,  at  which 
timo  the  bill  can  be  acted  on,  under  the  influence  of  a  well 
informed  and  plainly  expressed  public  opinion.  It  baa 
been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  enjoyed  an  interchange  of 
sentiment  with  my  constituents,  aa  have  most  of  the  geiw 
llemen  of  this  House.  Business  of  a  private,  but  pressing 
nature,  has  entirely  separated  me  from  them  since  April 
last.  I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  for  this  purpose  I 
should  be  glad,  by  a  personal  interview,  to  ascertain  that 
will ;  and  when  ascertained,  I  shall  not  fail  to  execute  it. 

Mr.  C.  then,  according  to  the  pledge  be  had  given,  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  tho  table. . 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  with  a  view 
to  give  time  for  members  to  come  in. 

On  this  question  the  yens  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
ordered;  and  being  Uken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  186, 
nays  5. 

So  the  Houso  resolved  that  there  should  be  a  coll. 

The  roll  was  thereupon  called,  when  318  members  re- 
sponded to  their  names.  The  doors  baviug  been  cloeed, 
and  the  absentee*  called  over,  222,  in  all,  appeared  to  be 
present. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  to  i 
in  the  call. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  with  a  view  to  allow  still  fur- 
ther opportunity  for  absent  members  to  come  in,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion. 

They  were  ordered,  taken,  and  stood  hs  follow* :  Yeas 
171,  nays  30. 

So  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  doors  of  the  hall 

were  re-opened. 

The  question  being  on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table- 
Mr.  GRENNELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 

were  ordered  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  LEWIS  a»kcd  the  mover  to  withdraw  his  motion, 

with  a  view  to  enable  him  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 

bill,  which  he  was  most  anxious  to  obtain  a  decision  upon. 
The  mover  refusing — 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  that  the  amendment  should  l«e  read; 
but  the  Chair  ruled  that  to  be  out  of  order  after  a  motion 
had  been  made  to  lay  the  bill  ou  the  table. 

Mr.  HAYNES  made  tho  question  of  order,  but  the  Chair 
affirmed  its  decision,  from  which  no  appeal  was  taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  and  resulted  as 
follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heiuan  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigg>, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B.  CaujdielL  John 
Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham, 
Child*,  (.'lark,  Clowncy,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davie*,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewiug,  U-  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
W.  Graham,  Graves,  Grennetl,  Gritfin,  H aisled,  Har- 
lan, Hariier,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Hopkins,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Law- 


ler,  L 


I. 


incoln. 


In.  A. 


W.  Loomi-s  Lyon,  Mallory, 
Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell, 
Mencfee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Potion,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips, 
Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencbcr,  Richard- 
son, Ridgway,  Rumscy,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A. 
H.  Shep|ierdt  C.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sibley,  Blade,  Smith, 
Snyder,  Southgiite,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Stratum, 
Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillingtiaet,  Tolund,  Underwood, 
A.  S.  White,  John  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams  C.  H.  Williams, 
Ww,  Yorkc-119. 
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Nay* — Mean.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton,  Realty, 
Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouklin,  Brodhead, 
B ronton,  Bruyn,  Bynutn,  Cambrcleng,  T.  J.  Carter, 
Cheney,  Chapmen,  Cilloy,  Clailwne,  (Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cuahman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Farrington,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcher,  Foaler,  Fry, 
Gallup,  Ghnlson,  Glaacock,  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Ham- 
mond, Hatncr,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Havnes,  Holsey,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
T.  B.  Jackaon,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Kemble,  Klingensmith,  Leadbetler,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Arphaxed  Loomie,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A. 
McClellan,  McClure,  Me  him,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  8.  W.  Morri*,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Pal- 
mer, Parker,  Parmenter,  Paynter,  Penny  backer,  Petrikin, 
Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Rives, 
Robertson,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  '1'nylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vsnderveer,  Wag- 
cner,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  J.  W.  Wil- 
liams, Worthingtun,  Yell — 107. 

So  the  hill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  now  wished  to  offer  hia  amendment,  but 
the  chair  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  whether  a  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill  again  might  not  be  entertained  by  consent  of  such 
a  majority  as  were  competent  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  could  only  be  done  by  suspend- 
ing the  rules  for  the  purpose.  No  business  had  intervened 
after  laying  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  adjourn.  Negatived. 

Mr.  LEWIS  now  said  business  had  intervened,  and 
again  moved  that  the  bill  lie  taken  up,  and  hia  amendment 
received. 

^The  CHAIR  still  deciding  the  motion  to  be  out  of  or- 

Mr.  GRIFFIN,  to  accommodate  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  BORDEN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a  recon- 
aideration  on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yea*  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  Being  taken,  they  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yi*8 — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J.  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  J.  Colhoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
J.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheat- 
ham, Chi  Ids,  Clark,  Clnwney,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crock- 
ett, Curtis,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Da  vies,  De- 
berry,  Denu's,  Dunn,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Fletcher,  Fill- 
more, J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham,  W. 
Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hastings,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  H. 
Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawler,  Legare,  Lin- 
coln, A.  W.  Loomia,  Lyon,  Mallory,  Marvin,  J.  M.  Ma- 
son, 8.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Maxwell,  Menefce,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  M.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle, 
Patterson,  Palton,  Pearce,  Peck,  Phillips,  Pope,  Potts, 
Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ridgway,  Rumsey, 
Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder,  South  gute,  Stanly, 
Stewart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tilling- 
hast,  Toland,  Underwood,  A.  8.  White,  J.  White,  E. 
Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  J.  L.  Williams, 
C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yorke— 118. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Alherton,  BeaUy, 
Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Bronson, 
Bruyn,  Byuom,  Cambreleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chanay,  Chap- 
mau,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeGraff,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Far- 
rington, Fairfield,!.  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup, Gholson, 


Glascock,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer, 
Harriaon,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Kemble,  I^eadbeticr,  Lewis,  Logan,  Arphaxed  Loom  is, 
Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellan,  A.  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  8.  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Pickens 
Plumer,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reily,  Richardson,  Rives,  Rob- 
ertson, Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Til  us, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Weeks,  J.  W.  Williams,  Wortbington,  Yell— 105. 
So  the  House  ordered  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  now  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  , 
which  motion  prevailing,  Mr.  Howakd,  of  Maryland,  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  late  deposite  banks. 

The  bill  is  in  the  following  words : 

An  Act  for  adjustiug  the  remaining  claims  upon  the  late 
deposile  banks. 
Be  it  enacted,  4;e. ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue  to  withdraw 
the  public  money,  now  remaining  in  any  of  the  former  de- 
posite banks,  in  a  manner  as  gradual  and  convenient  to  the 
institutions  as  shall  be  consistent  with  (he  pecuniary  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be 
drawn;  and  that  no  further  interest  than  that  required  by 
the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which  those  depositee 
were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank  which  has  met, 
and  ahall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  Depart- 
ment. This  provision  shall  also  extend  to  such  public 
moneys  aa  may  remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether 
standing  to  the  crodit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  any  disbursing  or  other  public  officer  of  (he  Govern- 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  neg- 
lect or  refusal  by  any  of  the  said  banks  to  comply  with  toe 
requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall 
make  them,  in  conformity  with  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
suiu  shall  be  instituted,  where  that  h«  not  already  been 
done,  to  recover  the  amounts  due  to  the  United  States, 
unless  the  dcfsultiug  bank  shall  forthwith  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  a  bond, 
with  eecurily  to  be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  pay  to  the  United  States  the  whole  moneys  due 
from  it  in  three  instalments ;  the  first  to  be  paid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  four  montha  from  the  passage  of  this  art,  the 
second  at  the  expiration  of  six  months,  sud  the  remaining 
instalment  at  the  expiration  of  nine  montha  from  the  same 
period;  and  interest  thereupon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  from  the  time  of  default,  together  with  any 
damages  which  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  from 
protesU  of  drafts  drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any  other  conre- 
quences  of  its  failure  to  fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  public 
Treasury. 

To  this  bill  Mr.  Loo  mis,  of  New  York,  bad  moved,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  10th  of  October,  the  following  amendment  to  the 
first  section : 

"  Providing,  that  all  banka  give  security  for  the  payment 
of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  on  all  sums  of  money  remain- 
ing in  their  possession  as  deposites." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggested  to  Mr.  L.  to 
sdopt  s  modificstion  of  his  motion,  to  which,  after  some 
desultory  explanations  as  to  the  wording  of  the  bill,  he 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  Amendment 
a«  modified,  and  wished  U>  introduce  a  different  one. 

Mr.  OAKLAND,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  explanation  of 
the  (intendment  he  ha, I  offered  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  inferred  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Loo- 
m ik  to  that  of  Mr.  Gablaxo.  He  thought  the  deposite 
ban  kit  should  ho  charged  with  interest  for  the  tine  and  en- 
joyment of  the  puMie.  money.  He  looked  upon  the  lull  ae 
inseparably  connected  with  the  hill  to' post  pone  (be  payment 
of  the  public  depositca,  and  he  was  opposed  to  any  action 
of  the  House  which  would  relieve  the  Government  from 
compliance  with  that  Uw,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which  shall  be  due  to 
the  .Stales  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  I83!». 

Mr.  L.  showed  the  connexion  lietwcen  this  and  the 
postponement  bill,  goinj  into  the  subject  at  some  length. 

He  had  not  finished,  when  the  House  look  the  usual 


the 


Evemsto  Ssssioa 

Mr.  LINCOLN  closed  his 
House  lm»k  its  recess. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  of  Alahamn,  followed,  and  went  into  a 
view  of  the  general  policy  of  the  bill,  suggesting,  at  the 
close,  to  the  mover  of  the  pending  amendment  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  same,  to  the  effect  that  the  bond  contemplated 
by  the  bill  be  given  for  the  pay  men  t  of  tho  moneys  due  the 
Government,  in  three  instalments ;  the  first  on  the  first  of 
July,  1838,  the  second  in  six  months  afterwards,  ami  the 
third  in  twelve  months,  after  default :  provided  that  such 
depositc  banks  as  belong  exclusively  to  the  State  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faith  of 
nuch  State  is  pledged,  shall  not  lie  required  to  give  the  se- 
curity in  this  section  contemplated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  now  row,  ami  anal  he  had  some  inquiring 
to  make  in  regnnl  to  the  meaning  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  He  would  ask  tho  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meuns  to  wliat  banks  the  following  words  were 
intended  to  apply  :  "  And  that  noforther  interest  than  that 
required  by  the  deposite  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  which 
those  depositcs  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any  bank 
which  has  met,  ami  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions 
of  the  Department." 

Mr.  Cam hhelbvo  replied  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  answered  his  own  interrogatory,  by  reading 
from  the  bill  itself.  The  section  simply  meant  to  hold  the 
deposite  banks  to  the  performance  of  their  obligations. 

Mr.  Ai»*ws  resumed.  He  could  not  perceive  the  need 
of  any  law  at  all  on  the  subject,  unless  there  was  some 
particular  allusion  in  this  provision  of  the  trill  to  delinquent 
hanks.  According  to  this  reply  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Means,  the  banks  thst  have  paid 
every  dollar  they  owed  the  Treasury,  and  faithfully  com- 
plied  with  their  engagements,  are  to  lie  treated  precisely  ns 


Mr.  CAifaRKiaxft  remarket)  that  the  act  would  hold  out 
inducements  to  comply  faithfully  with  their  engagement*. 

Mr.  Adams.  But  of  what  earthly  use  is  it  to  make  such 
an  inducement  for  those  banks  which  have  already  and  al- 
ways dono  this  7  This  was  somewhat  insulting  to  such 
institutions.  The  question  was  not  answered;  and  ho 
conceived  that  if  the  bill  w*re  to  pass  in  its  present  form, 
it  would  not  operate  as  any  relief  to  the  deposite  banks ; 
being  simply  an  act  declaring  that  the  Government  will 
not  charge  with  unlawful  interest  any  institution  which 
has  always  faithfully  performed  its  engagements.  The  law 
would  be  a  perfect  dead  letter.  And  hero  Mr.  A.  referred 
again  to  the  language  of  the  bill.  It  provides,  he  said, 
that  the  money  was  to  be  positively  dtawn — in  a  gradual 
manner — with  no  further  interest  chargeable  thereon  than 
that  provided  by  the  deposite  act  of  1 838,  to  any  bank 
which  has  met,  and  which  shall  meet,  its 


If  a  bank  hod  not  complied  with  its  engagements,  though 
the  dff  .ult  should  be  ntr  so  small,  this  section  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  case.  It  simply  says  to  those  which  have 
fulfilled  all  their  engagements,  we  will  not  play  the  Shy- 
lock  with  you,  because  you  have  been  true  to  your  engage- 
ments. The  next  section  of  tho  bill  propose*  to  put  the 
claims  described  in  tho  first  section  in  suit.  This  certainly 
could  not  be  done,  inasmuch  as  the  only  banks  to  whx  h 
any  direct  allusion  is  had  in  that  section  are  those  which 
hnvo  met  and  shall  meet  all  their  engagements.  This  waa 
the  first  inquiry  Mr.  A.  wished  to  make.  Tho  committee 
eould  decide  for  themselves  how  far  it  had  been  answered, 
and  what  necessity  there  was  far  tho  pa*s.i£»o  of  any  such 
law  as  is  now  propowd. 

The  second  question  he  would  propound  (and  he  asked 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  CAwautt- 
k*o,  for  troubling  him,  but  he  confessed  that  his  faculties 
of  comprehension  did  not  permit  him  tn  understand  the 
phraseology  of  the  bill)  was,  what  is  meant  by  "  no  further 
interest"  in  this  section  1  He  would  ask,  what  '*  further 
interest"  could  be  demanded  than  that  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  1836?  The  object  of  a  low  waa  ever  to  remedy 
some  existing  evil ;  but  in  this  case  tho  term*  of  tho  law 
itself  deny  that  any  evil  exist*. 

Mr.  Oav tiaitLExo  rose  quickly,  and  remarked  that  at  so 
late  a  period  of  the  session,  the  last  working  night,  he 
could  not  waste  his  lime  in  discussing  nouns  and  pronouns, 
whs  and  adverbs,  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Aiiahs  resumed.  Well,  sir,  as  language  is  com- 
posed of  nouns  and  pronouns,  verbs  and  adverbs-,  when 
they  arc  put  together  to  constitute  the  low  of  the  land,  the 
meaning  of  them  may  surely  be  demanded  of  the  legifcla- 
tor,  and  those  parts  of  speech  may  well  be  used  for  audi 
a  purpose.  But  if  sucb  explanation  he  impossible,  it  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  expected  that  this  House  will 
sent  to  pass  a  law  composed  of  nouns  and  pronouns, 
and  adverbs,  which  the  outhorof  it  himself  does  not 
stand. 

But,  sir,  the  act  goes  on  to  provide  na  follows :  "  This 
provision  shall  aUo  extend  to  such  public  moneys  as  may 
remain  in  any  of  the  said  banks,  whether  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  any  dis- 
tancing or  other  public  officer  of  the  Government. " 

Mr.  A.  would  ask,  what  suit  could  be  brought  en  the 
first  section  of  this  bill  against  any  bank  or  corpora* kin  ? 
It  operates  on  nothing.  It  is  a  dead  letter,  on 
to  be  adopted  by  this  committee. 

Mr.  A.  presumed  that  the  bill  was  susceptible  < 
ment;  and  if  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  any  other  gentleman,  would  move  such  a  one 
as  would  make  the  bill  operative  for  some  end  or  object,  he 
would  go  for  such  an  amendment,  although  he  should  af- 
terwards vote  against  the  lull.  He  should  not  himself  of- 
fer any  such  amendment.  He  would  suppose  that  it  was 
generally  believed  by  members,  who  had  not  particularly 
noted  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  that  it  was  intended  to 
relieve  delinquent  deposite  banks — banks  which  had  sus- 
pended specie  payment* — banks  which  had  not  met  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  Detriment — banks  which  bad  dishonor- 
ed its  drafts,  and  thereby  become  liable  to  the  demand  of 
some  further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
net  of  23d  June,  1836 ;  which  further  interest  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  provixion  of  the  bill  to  relinquish,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.  But  this  section  has  no  reference 
to  any  such  bank.  It  applies  solely  and  exclusively  to 
banks  which  ha»e  met,  and  shall  meet,  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  Department — which  have  not  suspend**!  specie  pay- 
ments—-which  have  punctually  paid,  and  shall  herenttrr 
pay,  every  dollar  of  draft  due  by  them ;  and  with  exqursite 
absurdity  this  section  provides  that  no  further  interest  shall 
lie  demanded  of  them  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
oct  of  June,  1836;  that  ia,  that  the  Government  will  not 
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demand  of  them  that  which  it  ha*  not  the  shadow  or  pre- 
tence of  a  right  to  demand.  Now,  Mr.  A.  said,  ho  would 
■uppoaa  it  io tended  to  apply  to  the  delinquent  banks,  and 
he  must  ask  another  question,  wluch,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
chruminrt  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  might 
seem  to  betray  greut  ignorance  on  his  part,  and  that  was, 
what  waa  the  true  import  of  the  proviso  contained  in  this 
bill,  that  "  no  further  interest  shall  be  demanded  of  the 
banks,  though  delinquent,  than  that  tequired  by  the  depos- 
it* act  of  23d  June,  18.16?" 

It  waa  necessary  to  presuppose,  in  order  to  give  any 
meaning  to  this  passage,  that  the  Government  have  a  right 
to  demand  something  more  than  ibia ;  and,  although  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  wan  so 
unwilling  to  answer  his  questions,  he  must  still  bold  bim 
rcsjMKisible  to  the  committee  for  a  proper  explanation  of 
his  own  proposition.  And  what  dnea  the  Government,  in 
this  aection,  resign  by  this  promise  ?  What  is  the  sub- 
stance of  this  promise  ?  What  right  have  we  to  demand 
what  this  bill  makes  us  promise  to  resign  ?  Mr.  A.  took 
it  lor  granted  that  it  waa  some  penalty  incurred  by  the  de- 
linquent banks,  in  not  meeting  tho  demanda  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  was  intended  hereby  to  be  relinquished,  on 
certain  conditions.  By  the  charters  of  moat  banks,  so  far 
as  he  knew,  the  suspension  of  apecie  payments  forfeited 
their  charters,  or  sohjected  them  to  the  payment  of  extra- 
ordinary interest.  Tho  charter  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  required  the  payment  of  twelve  per  cent, 
per  annum  interest  after  refusal  to  pay  specie ;  and  the 
honks  of  his  own  8tate,  (Massachusetts,)  by  suspending 
specie  par  men  Is,  incurred  the  penalty  o|  paying  twenty- 
four  per  cent,  interest.  Mr.  A.  took  this  section  to  apply 
to  ouch  provisions  as  these  in  the  charters  of  the  deposile 
banks;  and  he  demanded  agnin  for  whom  this  relief  waa 
intended  ?  What  is  relinquished  in  each  of  the  contem- 
plated cases?  The  country  should  know.  It  was  not 
our  own  claims  that  were  to  be  given  up  or  compromised, 
but  those  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  was  their 
money  which  theso  hanks  wero  refusing  to  pay.  Now 
this  bill  promises  to  relinquish  every  thing  -the  penalty, 
whatever  it  may  be,  in  each  cose,  the  extra  interest,  every 
thing,  in  short,  if  the  hanks  will  only  pay  the  Government 
what  they  owe  in  a  reasonable  lime.  Now,  will  the 
chairman  of  the  Committre  of  Ways  and  Means  tell  this 
committee  what  this  is  which  he  proposes  to  give  away, 
and  relinquish  to  these  honks,  in  the  name  of  the  people  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  hut  one  way  of  re- 
apondiog  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts— he  would 
call  for  the  consideration  of  some  other  bills  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  lo  order,  and  the  latter  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  LYON  remarked  that,  by  a  provision  in  the  char- 
ter of  one  of  the  hanks  alluded  to,  the  Bank  of  Alabama, 
no  penalty  for  the  non-redemption  of  its  notes  in  specie 
could  be  demanded  by  the  United  States  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  how  it  then  happened  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  had  confided  the  public  money  to 
an  institution  in  which  it  was  not  protected  by  the  liability 
of  such  institution  to  the  same  penalty  as  in  other  cases'? 
It  was  the  doty  of  Congress  to  see.  that  justice  was  done 
to  this  Government  as  lo  the  keeping  safely  of  the  public 
moneys.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted  thus,  he 
had  wasted  and  risked  the  safety  of  the  money  of  the  people. 

But  the  section  referred  to  does  not  apply  even  to  the 
Hunk  of  Alabama.  Even  though  that  institution  has  fail- 
ed to  comply  with  its  obligations  to  the  Government,  it  is 
not  held  by  any  penalty  in  the  act  before  the  committee  to 
answer  for  its  delinquency.  It  is  perfectly  clear,  and  may 
safely  continue  in  auch  delinquency,  for  this  provision 
of  the  act  is,  to  all  intents  and  puriiosea,  even  if 


Either  the  hank  has  sohjected  itself  to  the  payment  of  ex- 
tra interest  by  refusing  to  pay  specie,  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  haa  made  with  that  bank  a  ruinous  bargain, 
(so  far  as  the  country  is  concerned,)  by  which  it  escapes 
with  impunity.  And,  by  the  way,  it  might  he  remarked, 
(said  Mr.  A.,)  (hat  this  answers  another  gentleman  who  had 
complained  of  the  bill  before  the  committee  as  an  ex  po*t 
facto  law,  and  oppressive  and  cruel  in  its  operations  upon 
the  State  he  came  from.  Certainly  thcro  was  nothing 
cruel  in  the  terms  of  the  act ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
excessively  indulgent  to  all  the  delinquent  hanks. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  the  committee  now  perceived  the 
relation  in  which  the  Bank  of  Alabama  stood  lo  the  State 
itself— the  bank  itself  being  the  8tate.  But  it  had  been 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cham  Bias]  that 
it  was  impossible,  in  ibis  particular  case,  toraiae  the  money 
required.  What,  sir,  asked  Mr.  A.,  is  the  credit  of  the 
8tale  of  Alabama  worth  nothing  ?  Sir,  could  not  the 
Slate  of  Alabama  raise  by  her  credit,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
a  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  pay  off  thia  debt  of 
her  bank  ?  [Mr.  CuArxA*  mid,  «'  Yes,  at  five  per  cent, 
interest."]  ft  was,  then,  perfectly  possible,  and  it  was 
natural  that  the  gentlemen  from  that  State  should  feel  in- 
dignant at  the  imputation  thai  it  was  not,  especially  when, 
as  bad  been  said  by  one  of  them,  [Mr.  Chapkax,]  that 
that  8tate  could,  at  any  moment,  raise  a  loan  of  a  million 
of  dollars !  And  where,  then,  asked  Mr.  A.,  would  be 
the  charge  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of  this  dead- letter  law  ? 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  A.  did  not 
know  any  very  strong  objections  which  could  be  brought 
ngiiinst  it-  He  referred  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
Juno,  1 836,  depositing  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury 
with  the  States,  and  adverted  to  the  facta  that  three  of  the 
instalments,  authorized  by  that  act  of  Congress,  had  been 
paid  over,  and  that  the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on  the 
first  day  of  the  current  month,  had  been  postponed,  by  a 
recent  act,  until  January,  1889.  In  connexion  with  thr$e 
facts,  Mr.  A-  took  a  comparative  view  of  the  amounts  to 
which  the  Stales  were  severally  entitled,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1837,  under  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  and  of 
the  amounts  of  public  moneys  actually  on  deposile  with 
the  several  Stales  in  July  and  August,  1837,  observing 
that  he  derived  these  statements  Irom  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  A.,  there  is  one  point  of 
view  in  which  thia  bill,  together  with  that  to  which  il  is  a 
mere  supplement  or  rider — I  mean  the  bill  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositee  with 
the  Slates— is  so  deeply  interesting  to  my  immediate  con- 
stituents, to  those  of  my  colleagues,  and  tn  those  of  many 
other  members  of  this  House,  that  I  deem  it  my  indispen- 
snide  duty  to  expose  il  to  the  House  and  to  the  rountTy, 
in  minute,  though  in  dry  and  tedious  detail.  As  a  pre- 
liminary lo  which,  I  must  read  so  much  of  the  deposite  act 
of  the  33  d  of  Jane,  1836,  as  prescribes  the  payment  of  the 
deposite*  to  the  Mates.    It  is  in  these  words: 

'•See.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  ihe  money 
which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  or  five  mil. 
lions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  represents  I  ion  in  the  Sen- 
ate ami  Hou»o  of  Kepresontuiivrs  of  the  United  Slates,  as 
shall  by  law  authorise  their  treasurers  or  other  competent 
authorities  to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms  hereinafter 
specified,  dee. 

"Bee.  M.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  said 
depositee  shall  be  made  with  the  said  States  in  Ihe  follow- 
ing proportions,  and  at  the  following  limes,  to  wit :  one- 
quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1837,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be;  one-quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of 
April ;  one-quarter  part  on  Ihe  first  day  of  July  ;  ami  one- 


purposes,  even  if  pass-  April;  one-qoarter  part  on  ihe  first  day  of  July  ;  nm 
emeu  are  in  a  dilemma,    quarte  r  part  on  the  let  day  of  October,  all  of  the  ssme ; 
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The  conditions  were  accepted  hy  all  the  States.  The 
pledge,  you  will  observe,  was  positive  and  unqualified. 
The  surplus  (reserving  the  five  millions)  actually  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  wa>  all  positive- 
ly and  expressly  devoted  to  be  deposited  with  the  Mate*. 
The  won!  appropriated  was  not  used,  because  it  was  to  be 
a  depoaite  ,  but  the  identical  money  was  as  specifically  de- 
noted as  it  could  have  been  by  a  direct  appropriation. 

Accordingly,  on  the  third  day  of  January,  1837,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houite  of  Representatives,  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  day  of  that  month,  subject  to  be  apportioned 
n:n>ng  the  different  State*,  had  been  ascertained  to  be 
thirty-seven  million  four  hundred  and  siity -eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  ninety-seven  cenU. 
Ami  appended  to  that  report  was  a  statement  of  the  sums 
payable  to  each  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  in  the 
fulfilment  of  that  act  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  instalments  have  according- 
ly been  paid— excepting  a  part  of  the  third,  which  yet  re- 
mains tit  transitu  j  and  on  the  first  day  of  this  month  the 
aunt  of  #9,367,914  99  should  have  been  paid  to  the  seve- 
ral 8 tales  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  three  previous  in- 
stalments had  been  paid,  and  as  bad  been  specified  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  House  of  3d 
of  January,  1837. 

The  money  waa,  on  the  1st  of  October,  all  in  the  depos- 
itc  banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself. 
It  waa  to  have  been  eipceted  that,  with  the  ample  notice 
which  he  had  enjoyed  of  more  than  fifteen  montha  since 
the  enactment  of  the  depositc  law,  he  would  at  least  have 
taken  care  to  place  in  the  deposite  banks  of  each  Slate  a 
sum  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  instalment  payable  to 
that  same  State.  By  this  simple  operation,  when  the  1st 
dsy  of  October  came,  the  instalment  doe  each  State  would 
have  been  deposited  in  its  own  banks,  ready  to  lie  passed 
to  the  credit  of  it*  treasurer,  or  other  officer  duly  authorized 
to  receive  the  money. 

Instead  of  this,  what  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
done  with  it!  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  comparative  statement 
of  the  sums  which  each  of  the  States  was,  by  the  depoaite 
act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  entitled,  on  (he  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1837,  to  with  the  aums  in  actual  depoaite,  in 
the  late  deposite  banks  throughout  the  Union,  at  tho  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  and  again  with  the  bal- 
ances due  by  the  same  depositc  banks  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, three  days  after  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite 
with  the  States  should  have  been  paid. 

It  is  a  very  curious  paper ;  and,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  laid  before  the  House,  and 
ol>tained  an  order  for  the  printing  of  a  statement  by  bimaelf 
of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  if  I  possessed  as  much  as 
he  does  of  the  favor  of  the  House,  I  would  solicit  the  same 
privilege  for  this  statement  of  mine,  all  drawn  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself.  But  I  shall 
not  in. ike  that  request.  I  shall  merely  publish  it  for  the 
information  of  the  people,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  special 
attention  of  the  memhers  upon  this  floor,  of  what  used  to 
be  called  the  good  old  thirteen  States;  above  all,  to  the  rep- 
resentative* of  the  ail  New  England  Mates,  that  they  may 
see  how  naturally  the  money  of  this  Union  flowa  to  the 
North  or  to  the  East.    And,  as  some  of  them  have  been 


taught,  by  sundry  learned  statistics  of  the  Globe,  to  think 
that  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposite* 
ought  In  be  repealed,  because  it  would  require  a  new  tax 
upon  the  people,  I  respectfully  ask  them  to  perform  the 
simple  process  of  arithmetical  subtraction  of  nine  million 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents,  the  whole  sum 
which  should  have  been  paid  to  the  Slates  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, from  the  sum  of  nine  million  eight  hundred  and  one 


nine  cents,  which  on  that  very  first  of  October  warn  ctu- 
ally  deposited  in  the  favorite  depository  banks  so  cordially 
cherished  and  *o  often  eulogized  by  the  profound  calculator 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  money  waa  all  there. 
At  least  it  had  been  all  there ;  and  if  it  had  been,  at  the 
special  recommendation  of  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury, 
scattered  abroad  in  discoanta  among  the  people,  to  purchase 
friends  to  the  administration,  he  was  at  least  responsible 
that  the  money  should  be  forthcoming  when  it  should  be 
wanted  lor  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment.  He  had, 
I  say,  more  than  fifteen  montha'  notice  of  that  coming  day — 
more  than  ten  months'  notice  of  it  before  the  suspension  of 
epecie  payments  by  any  of  the  banka.  The  specie  circular 
was  i*sued  within  twenty  days  after  the  enactment  of  the 
deposite  law.  Nothing  but 'the  constitutional  currency, 
gold  and  silver,  waa,  with  a  trifling  exception,  to  be  re- 
ceived at  all  the  land  office*  for  lite  proceeds  of  sale,  of  the 
public  lands.  Why  is  it  that  the  Secretary  had  not,  r 
the  first  of  October,  1837,  placed  in  deposite  in  the 
of  each  State  in  the  Union  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
slalment  due  to  that  Slate  on  that  day  1  Why  is  it 
after  draining  the  Atlantic  Bute*  of  their  gold  and  ailver, 
to  pay  at  Western  land  offices  and  into  Western  banka. 
for  all  the  wild  speculations  in  Western  lands,  when  the 
day  of  payment  comes  for  the  fourth  instalment,  the  funds 
are  found  all  or  neatly  all  drawn  off  from  all  the  deposite 
hanks  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  millions  npon  millione, 
not  of  constitutional  currency,  but  of  unavailable  funds  of 
rags  and  shin-plaster*,  are  heaped  op  in  those  very  West- 
ern  and  Southwestern  8tates,  where  the  land  » 
where  the  apecie  circular  was  to  prove  a  mine  ••< 
far  the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of  Ind  I 

[Mr.  A.  referred  to  the  following  statement,  which  he 
held  in  hi*  band  :] 

Comparative  statement  of  the  sums  which  each  Stale  of  the  fnion  was, 
by  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  entitled  to  receive  on  the  1*  «<f 
October,  1837  ;  with  the  sums  which  were  actually  in  df  purite  in  ihe 
deposite  bank*  of  each  Stale,  tn  July  snd  August,  1937,  a*  upu--<»r»  in 
ihe  n*p  »rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances  at  the  o<m- 
mencement  of  the  sesRi..ii ;  and  with  the  balances  sul  I  due  by  the  Mid 
banks,  on  the  4th  of  October,  ISC.  acconUne;  to  the  Treasurer's  week- 
ly statement  of  thai  date,  appencie  I  to  the  report  of  the  Secretin-  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  House  of  Ro(ire«enialives,  of  filh  October,  livC : 
showing  the  sums  drawn  from  the  deposit*  banks  between  August 
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Aceounla  of  the  Depotitc  Banks. 


[H.  or  R. 


[In  the  elwve  table  Mr.  A.  wn  so  particular  a*  to  cal- 
culate not  only  the  ctnts  but  the  fractions  of  cents,  in  lha 
proportion  of  the  surplus  due  to  each  State ;  but  for  the  sake 
of  compressing  tho  table  into  convenient  width,  we  have 
omitted  both  the  ceuls  and  the  fraction*.] 

Let  us  now  compare  the  threec  olumns  of  this  compara- 
tive statement  with  each  other,  and  see  how  the  different 
StHlcs  of  the  Union  have  been  treated,  first  by  the  deposit* 
law,  the  act  of  Congress,  and  secondly  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  executive  administration. 

The  first  column  shows  the  sum  which  each  Stale  of 
the  Union  was,  by  the  deposite  act  of  33d  June,  1836, 
entitled  on  the  1st  of  this  present  month  of  October  to 


The  second  column  shows  Ibe  amount  which  the  depos- 
ite banks  in  each  State  bad  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  was  due  from  them  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Tbo  third  column  sbows  the  amount  of  balances  still 
due  from  tho  same  deposite  banks  on  the  4  th  day  of  the 
present  month,  that  is,  precisely  at  the  time  when  the 
fourth  instalment  should  have  been  paid. 

Examine  this  statement,  and  you  will  find  that  on  the 
first  of  this  month  the  State  of  Maine  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive (318,612  75:  that  at  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion there  were  in  the  five  deposite  banks  of  that  State 
ooly  $117,042  95 ;  and  that  on  the  4lhof  October  that  sum 
hod  been  reduced  to  $4 1,708  92.  Maine,  therefore,  w  us 
entitled  to  receive  largely  more  than  $-300,000.  She  had 
received  in  deposite  in  her  banks  on  the  first  day  of  this 
session,  $1 17,000 ;  and  this  scanty  sum  bad,  on  Ibe  1st  of 
October,  been  reduced  to  $41,708  92.  Little  short  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  has  thus  been 
filched  from  the  people  of  die  Stale  of  Maine,  and  given, 
for  the  present  at  least,  to  the  Slates  at  the  south  and  west- 
ern extremities  of  the  Union. 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  entitled  to  receive 
$223,028  92.  She  had  in  six  deposite  banks  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  $114,026,  31;  out  of  which 
were  squeezed  before  the  4  lb  of  October  so  much  as  left 
only  163,635  98.  Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern 
banks  was  only  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Secretary  rauuol  be  charged  with  partiality  to 
his  native  State.  How  is  it  with  mine  1  Massachusetts 
was  entitled  to  receive  $446,067  86.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  she  bad  in  four  hsnks  $81,278  40; 
which  on  the  4lh  of  October  was  reduced  to  $42,891  30 ; 
but,  in  the  last  return  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  several 
new  columns  are  introduced,  one  of  which  is  of  over-drafts, 
and  two  of  the  Massachusetts  banks  are  credited  with  these 
over-drafts  to  the  amount  of  $13,000,  which,  if  subtracted 
from  llie  balance  still  charged  against  them,  will  leave  it 
less  than  $30,000.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whether,  at  this 
day,  there  is  a  dollar  due  from  the  late  deposite  banks  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Her 
present  loss  by  the  postponement  of  the  fourth  instalment 
is  at  least  equal  to  the  whole  sum  which  she  was  entitled 
to  receive,  little  short  of  $450,000. 

Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  Connecticut,  may  also  well 
make  up  their  accounts  for  a  present  total  loss. 

Pbode  Island  was  entitled  to  receive  $  1 27,445  10.  She 
had  in  two  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
|6,433  06—  reduced  on  the  4th  of  October  to  $1,133  41. 

The  portion  of  Vermont  on  the  1st  of  October  was 
£223,028  92,  the  ssme  as  New  Hampshire,  and  the  s:tmc 
as  Alabama.  But  the  amount  of  balauco  due  from  the 
two  deposite  bunks  in  Vermont  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
Ibe  session,  $588  64,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  $496  63 ; 
while  the  balance  due  from  the  single  deposite  bank  of 
Alabama  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  one 
million  and  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars  twenty-six  cents,  and  on  ibe  4lh  October  nine  hun- 


dred six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars 
twenty-three  cents,  and  this  Bank  of  Alabama  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State.  I  have  seen  lately  some  vain  boastings 
in  certain  public  journals,  that  the  administration  was  going 
ahead,  and  growing  popular  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  I 
should  like  to  bear  what  the  Green  Mountain  boys  will  say 
to  this  administration  mode  of  settling  parallel  accounts. 
1  hi-  State  of  Connecticut  was,  on  the  first  of  this  month, 
entitled  by  the  deposite  act  to  the  receipt  of  $254,890  20. 
The  balance  due  from  her  two  depot-iiea  banks  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  see* inn  was  $31,629  16;  and 
from  her  three  deposite  banks  on  the  4th  of  October  cur- 
rent was  $7,409  02.  How  it  happened  that  there  was  on 
the  4th  of  October  one  more  discarded  bank  in  the  Slate  of 
Connecticut  than  there  had  been  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  I  do  not  know ;  but  as  the  aggregate  amouut 
of  the  balance  due  from  the  three  hanks  was  so  much  de- 
creased from  that  which  had  been  due  by  the  two,  the  ad- 
dition of  one  lo  the  defaulting  depositories  in  the  last  ac- 
count scarcely  forms  a  sufficient  cause  for  inquiry  how  it 
has  happened.  1  heard  a  distinguished  member  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut  on  this  floor  deliver  an  able  and  very 
earnest  speech  in  favor  of  the  postponing  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  Senate,  because  he  considered  it,  as  it  was,  a  re- 
pea),  a  total  and  final  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
which  would  have  replenished  the  Treasury  of  his  own 
State  with  a  sum  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sanJ  dollars ;  he  dreaded  the  ideo  that  it  would  be  necessa- 
ry to  raise  Ibis  sum  if  the  instalments  should  be  paid,  by 
taxation.  Now  I  put  it  to  the  consideration  of  that  gentle- 
man and  of  his  constituents,  that  there  can  be  no  poKwihlo 
need  of  taxation  lo  raise  this  sum  at  all.  It  exists  as  it 
existed  when  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  announced  the 
deposilahlc  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January 
la»l.  It  is  all  as  it  was  then  in  balances  due  from  the 
Southwestern  and  Western  banks:  those  very  balances,  the 
prompt  payment  of  which  the  bill  now  before  you  is  about 
to  relinquish.  Sir,  I  have  pointed  out  the  comparison  be- 
tween the  sums  which  each  of  the  New  England  States 
separately  was  entitled  to  receive  on  the  first  of  this  month 
iu  deposite,  and  tbo  sums  which  tbeir  banks  then  actually 
had  in  dc|K>silc,  firtt,  ut  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session;  and,  secondly,  one  month  later,  that  is,  on  the  4th 
of  October.  Let  us  now  make  the  same  comparison  in  the 
aggregate. 

The  sum  which  the  six  New  England  States  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  on  the  first  of  this  month  by  the  deposite 
act  was  one  million  five  hundred  and  ninety-three  thou- 
sand and  sixty  three  dollars  snd  seventy  seven  cents. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  all  their  re- 
pudiated deposite  banks  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent setMon  was  three  hundred  and  forty  nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety -eight  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents, 
nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  le*«  than  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  alone  was  entitled  to  receive. 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  the 
same  banks  one  mouth  Uter,  on  the  4lh  of  October,  three 
days  after  the  fourth  instalment  should  have  been  paid, 
wss  one  hundred  ami  fifty-seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-live  dollars  and  forly-tix  cents,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  less  than  the  Stale  of  Connecticut 
alone  was  entitled  lo  receive  for  her  portion  of  the  fourth 
instalment. 

Now  lor  the  other  side  of  the  account. 

On  tbo  first  of  ibis  mouth,  the  Slate  of  Mitwiasippi  was, 
by  the  deposite  acl  of  23d  June,  1836,  entitled  lo  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  anil  twenly-»even  thousand  four 
hundred  and  foity-live  dollars  and  ten  cents,  precisely  the 
same  portion  as  that  of  Rhode  Inland. 

The  bulances  due  from  the  late  dcpo*itc  I  auks  in  the 
Slate  of  Mississippi,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  wcio  ouc  million  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 


Digitized  by  Google 


1695 


GALES  &-  SEATON'S  REGIBTER 


1696 


H.  or  R  ]  Account*  of the  Deposiic  Bankt.  [Oct.  14,  183T. 


thousand  Uirce  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-one oenU. 

The  balances  duo  from  lh«  aame  bank*  on  the  4(h  nf 
October,  three  daye  after  the  fourth  inalabxiant  should  have 
been  paid,  wore  one  million  six  hundred  and  aixty-aix 
thousand  Ihrco  Lund  rod  and  sixty-seven  dollar*  and  thirty, 
three  cent*. 

If  you  deduct  from  the  whole  amount  payable  in  the  aix 
New  England  Slates  for  the  fourth  instalment  the  whole 
amount  of  the  balance*  due  from  all  their  depoaite  banks, 
there  will  remain  due  one  million  four  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  thirty-one 
mil*  payable  to  them. 

If  voii  deduct  the  whole  sum  payable  for  tbo  fourth  in- 
stalment to  the  State  of  Mississippi  from  the  whole  amount 
of  the  balances  due  on  the  4th  of  October  by  her  late  de- 
poaite banks,  there  will  remain  due  from  them  the  sum  of 
one  million  Ave  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  iweniy-two  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  balances  due,  therefore,  from  the  deposite  banks, 
in  Ihe  single  Slate  of  Mississippi,  a  State  with  four  electo- 
ral votes,  are  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
than  adequate  to  pay  the  whole  fourth  instalment  receiva- 
ble by  beraelf,  and  by  the  aix  New  England  State. 

Suppose  we  slate  the  two  cases  in  the  form  of  accounts 
current. 

Dr.  United  Slate*  vf  America,  in  account  u-itk  the  six 
New  England  State*.  Cr. 

1837.    1st  Oct.    To  fourth 

instalment         -  -  1,593,063  77 

Bv  bilance*  in  all  their  deposite  banks  -  157,245  46 
Due  lo  Ihe  six  Stale.*       -  -  -  1,435,818  31 


$1,593,063  77 

Dr.  United  State*  of  America,  in  account  with  the  State 
of  MistUtippi.  Cr. 

1837.  1st  Oct.    To  fourth 

inMtaliucnt       -  -      137,445  10 

To  balances  due  by  her    -  1,528,922  23 


1,056,367  33 

By  balances  in  her  depoaite  banks  -  $  1,656,367  33 

8ir,  I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  necessity  of 
raiding,  by  taxation  upon  the  people,  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

I  will  not  pursue  this  comparative  review  of  the  sums 
due  to  each  Stsle  for  the  fourth  iuslalment,  and  of  the  sums 
due  from  the  deposite  hanks  in  each  Stale  through  the 
whole  twenty-five,  (lor  it  seems  there  was  no  deposite  bank 
in  Arkansas  ;)  but  if  any  indifferent  person  or  philosophical 
observer  will  compare  the  relative  amount  of  the  three  sev- 
eral columns  against  the  name  of  each  Stale,  in  this  table, 
ami  then  mark  the  names  in  tho  lists  of  yeaa  and  nays 
upon  your  journal,  first  on  the  passage  of  Ihe  act  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  deposite  instalment,  and  then  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  I  do  assure  him  that  ho  will  discover  se- 
crets worth  knowing.  Ho  will  find  in  these  elements  a 
key  lo  the  system  of  mo  a  u  res  prepared  by  the  prevent  Ex- 
ecutive for  llic  action  of  Congress,  in  thi*  emergency,  for 
relief  lo  the  distress  of  the  country.  Ho  will  see  how  these 
measures  were  adapted  in  advance  to  each  other—how  the 
excessive  balanci**  due  from  one  set  of  States  were  to  be 
made  easy,  by  withholding  from  another  set  of  States  the 
fourth  instalment  lo  which  thoy  were  entitled.  He  may 
chance  to  discover  some  insight  into  tho  art  magic  of  ap- 
plication to  motive*.  He  may  trace  the  cause  of  that  un- 
easy solicitude  mantle-sled  by  more  than  one  member  from 
the  debtor  Stales,  when  the  postponement  bill  was  on  its 
passage,  lo  set  it  aside  and  lake  up  this  bill,  before  they 
should  lie  compiled  to  vote  ay  or  tio  upon  that. 


This  bill,  aa  it  came  from  the  Senate,  was  not  sufficient- 
ly indulgent  to  their  delinquent  banks.  Instead  of  four, 
aix,  and  nine  months  of  delay  before  they  abould  be  called 
to  disgorge  their  millions  upon  millions  of  the  public  spot  la, 
nine,  fifteen,  twenty-one  months  of  time  were  to  be  grant- 
ed them,  without  even  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  plun- 
dered sister  Stales.  And  here,  on  this  floor,  we  beheld  a 
pledge  demanded  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and 
given  by  him,  in  the  face  of  the  House,  that  when  that 
bill  should  have  passed,  and  this  one  ahould  l«  taken  up, 
a  liberal  indulgence  of  time  should  be  allowed  to  the  over- 
burdened and  discarded  depository  banks.  That  bargain 
waa  not  only  concluded  in  the  presence  of  the  House,  but 
was  signally  and  indignantly  rebuked  at  the  time  by  two 
members  of  tho  House,  ono  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Dawson] 
and  one  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ssxsox  Mason;]  yet  we  are 
now  witnessing  its  consummation.  This  bill  is  the  equiv- 
alent for  the  votes  indispensable  lo  carry  that— tin*  amend- 
ment is  the  premium  pudidtia  for  the  wear  and  tear  of 
cha*lity  in  the  accomplishment  of  that. 

Sir,  when  that  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  and  through 
that  body  from  the  Treasury,  it  came  with  fraud  upon  iU 
face, 

Mr.  CsManaLRKo  called  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts to  order ;  observing  that  that  was  not  the  first  time 
that  gentleman  had  thus  transgressed  the  rules  of  order. 

The  Cnaim  [Mr.  HoWiin,  of  Md.,]  could  not  see  the 
relevancy  of  Mr.  A.  s  remarks  to  the  subject  before  the 
committee. 

Mr.  An  a  us.  Am  I  not  permitted  to  refer  to  a  bill ;  and 
to  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  passed  the  House,  with- 
out which,  as  I  contend,  this  bill  now  before  the  committee 
would  not  be  here  at  all  ?  [Criea  from  all  aidea  of  the 
House,  "Go  on  !  go  on  !'*] 

Mr.  A.  resumed  the  thread  of  his  remarks.  Yes,  sir, 
it  camo  with  fraud  upon  ita  face.  It  professed  to  be  a  bill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment ;  it  was,  in  fart,  a  bill 
to  repeal  it.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  and 
as  such,  not  having  originated  in  this  House,  ought  never 
to  have  l«n  entertained  by  it.  A  member  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pica  sirs]  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
mode  it  what  it  professed  to  be,  a  bill  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instslment  to  a  day  fixed — the  1st  of  January,  1839, 
to  which  I  proposed  an  additional  amendment,  appropria- 
ting these  balances  due  from  the  delinquent  banks,  and  a 
supplementary  fund,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  for  punctual 
payment  at  the  day  fixed  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  8otith  Carolina-  With  those  amendments  I 
pledged  myself  to  vote  for  the  hill. 

I  was  fully  aware  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  jnst  rights  and 
interests  of  my  own  constituents  to  which  I  must  assent 
by  voting  for  the  bill  in  that  form ;  and  I  knew  that  I 
hazarded  incurring  the  displeasure  of  some  of  them  by  yield- 
ing so  much.  But  I  knew  they  were  a  generous  people. 
I  came  here  knowing  that  the  Executive  administration 
was  reduced  to  great  straits  for  the  means  to  perform  the 
pecuniary  engagements  of  the  nation.  In  their  distress, 
however  brought  upon  themselves,  I  saw  only  the  distress 
of  the  country,  and  trusted  that  my  constituents  would 
sustain  me,  in  giving  up  a  portion  of  their  just  claims  for 
the  general  benefit  of  all.  These  were  the  sentiment*  with 
which  I  came  to  Washington,  and,  an  a  pledge  of  their  sin- 
cerity, I  offered,  with  the  amendments,  to  vote  for  that 
bill ;  and  how  was  this  disposition  received  ami  returned  ? 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  sub- 
stantially ihe  representative  of  the  Executive  in  this  House, 
would  neither  accept  my  amendment  nor  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  He  forced  Ihe  hill,  with  all 
iU  imperfections  on  its  head,  as  it  camo  from  the  Senate, 
to  a  third  reading ;  and  he  carried  it  in  the  fullest  vote  ever 
taken  in  this  House  by  yeas  and  nays,  1 19  lo  117;  and  of 
the  1 1!),  one  was  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who 
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so  voted,  as  he  declared  at  the  time,  for  the 
pose  of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  which  he 
immediately  did.  The  real  vote,  therefore,  was  a  tic,  119 
to  1 18 ;  and  if  the  bill  was  to  b«  carried  at  all,  it  could  only 
bo  by  the  casting  vole  of  the  Speaker.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did  not  venture  upon 
that  experiment.  He  voted  against  the  reconsideration 
himself,  hut  be  suffered  it  to  be  carried  by  his  friends.  My 
amendment,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a  pledge  that 
the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  gentleman  from  8outh  Caro- 
lina, hhou!J  be  executed  in  good  faith,  he  still  refused  to 
accept.  Ninety-four  members  of  the  House  voted  for  my 
amendment.  1  cannot  vouch  that  every  one  of  them  would 
have  voted  for  the  bill  if  the  amendment  had  been  adopted, 
hut  I  would  have  voted  for  it  myself.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  a  majority,  if  not  all,  of  my  colleagues  would 
have  voted  fur  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  aixy  or  more  af- 
firmative votes  would  have  been  for  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
beyond  the  meager  majority  of  twelve,  which  was  secured 
only  by  accepting,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  the  previously  reject- 
ed amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  8outh  Carolina. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  impeach  the  sincerity  of  no  man  upon 
this  floor.  But  when  I  saw  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  cling  so  tenaciously  to  that  bill  as 
it  came  from  the  Senate;  when  1  saw  him,  at  the  lost  gasp, 
permit  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  be  carried  against  his  own  vote,  to  save  the  lire  of  the 
bill;  and  when  I  saw  him  still  inflexibly  excluding  my 
amendment,  and  spurn  u  majority  of  four-fifths  of  the  House 
on  the  passage  of  a  bill  so  immensely  important  to  the  ad- 
ministration as  that  was,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  divert 
my  own  mind  from  the  inquiry  why  it  was  that  so  feeble  a 
'  y,  purchased  l>y  no  humiliating  a  concession  as  had 
itorted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
have  been  preferred  to  an  almost  unanimous  vole, 
obtained  by  the  mere  mite  of  additional  concession,  yielded 
by  a  pledge  of  faith  that  the  promise  of  that  amendment 
should  be  performed;  and  I  could  account  for  this  prefer- 
ence no  otherwise  than  by  the  belief  that  it  is  still  uot 
intended  that  the  fourth  instalment  shall  ever  be  paid ;  that 
the  promise  to  pay  it  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  is  a  de- 
ception, and  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  will  fore  no  better  than  the  13th  and  14th 
sections  of  the  depnsite  law  of  June  23,  1830. 

How  far  this  apprehensioo  is  prophetic,  we  shall  see  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year ;  and  I  now  predict  that  the 
present  postponement  will'  be  succeeded  by  another.  That, 
as  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  shall  approach,  new  dis- 
coveries will  be  mado  of  the  ragged  nakedness  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  then  the  argument,  now  merely  fictitious,  may  be 
urged  in  sad  reality,  that  the  instalment  cannot  be  paid 
without  a  new  tax  upon  the  people.  If  the  money  now 
in  the  defaulting  deposits  banks  should  be  collected  by  the 
Government,  and  applied  to  other  purposes;  to  be  sure,  in 
that  case,  the  fourth  instalment  cannot  be  paid  without 
taxing  anew  the  people  to  raise  the  money  ;  and  that  is  pre- 
cisely the  reason  why  I  anxiously  wished  to'  appropriate 
the  money  while  it  was  there.  Was  it  the  reason  why  the 
appropriation  was  so  stubbornly  refused  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mentis  1  Sir,  we  have  been 
told,  over  and  over,  that  the  late  deposite  banks  in  Louisi- 
ana, in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  in  Ohio,  in  Kentucky,  in 
ludiana,  are  all  sound,  all  solvent,  all  able  and  willing  to 
pay  every  dollar  of  their  debt,  give  them  but  reason ulile 
time.  Then  the  money  is  there.  The  balances  in  those 
States  due  front  those  l«iiks  is  amply  sufficient,  and  more 
than  sufficient,  to  psy  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  them- 
selves, and  that  due  to  oil  Uie  other  Slates. 

Let  us  now  resume  the  comparison  in  this  tabular  state- 
ment between  the  amount  which  by  law,  that  is,  by  the  act 
of  23d  June,  1836,  »hould  hav«  been  deposited  in  each  of 
the  scvcial  Stales,  and  the  amount  which  was  actually  de- 
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session  of  Congress  and  on  the  4th  of  October, 
oue  month  later.  We  have  gone  through  the  New  Eng- 
land .States,  and  have  there  found  the  depositee  o1*  jure  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  the  deposiles  dt  facto 
leas  than  a  teuth  of  that  sum — less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  We  noxt  come  to  New  York — the 
Empire  8late;  her  proportion  of  the  fourth  instalment 
would  have  been  one  million  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  fifty-seven 
cents.  The  sum  which  her  banks  actually  had  in  deposite 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was  one  million  three 
hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
teen dollars  and  eighty-two  cents.  There,  sir,  was  some- 
thing like  a  set-off;  no  injustice  was  done  to  the  great 
State  of  New  York.  The  deposits  of  fact  was  about  fifty 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  deposile  of  the  law.  But 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  most  industriously 
occupied  during  the  whole  month  of  September,  in  drawing 
off  from  the  New  York  deposite  banks  the  balances  due  by 
them.  By  the  last  returns  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  it 
appears  that  on  the  fourth  of  October  there  remained  of 
balances  due  from  all  the  deposite  banks  of  the  Stale  of 
New  York  only  eight  hundred  and  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  seventy  cents :  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been  drawn  from  them  in 
the  month  of  September.  And,  further,  I  have  seen  a 
series  of  resolutions  very  recently  adopted  by  a  highly  re- 
spectable and  numerous  a&scmldy  of  citizens  of  that  city,  in 
one  of  which  it  is  asserted  that  the  banks  of  that  State  have 
paid  off  almost  the  whole  of  the  balances  due  by  them. 
Sir,  our  compassion  has  been  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  these 
Southwestern  banks.  We  have  been  told  it  would  be  cruel 
to  exact  payment  from  those  banks;  that  it  would  bo  an  ex 
put  facto  law  to  charge  them  with  interest  for  the  public 
moneys  which  they  have  received  in  depnsite,  and  refute 
to  pay  at  the  requisition  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  that 
they  cannot  themselves  pay  without  exacting  payment  from 
their  debtors;  and  that  indulgence  must  be  granted  to 
them,  that  they  may  bo  enabled  to  grant  indulgence  to  the 
people.  8ir,  bow  stands  this  argument,  in  its  application 
to  the  banks  and  people  of  the  North  t  They,  too,  were 
and  are  indebted  to  their  banks.  Were  they  not  in  need 
of  indulgence  as  much  as  the  people  of  Louisiana,  of 
Mississippi,  of  Alabama,  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  ludiana, 
Missouri,  and  Michigan  1  But  what  has  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  been  doing  with  them  1  Has  be  uot  been 
draining  them  almost  to  their  last  dollar,  aa  long  as  he 
could  claim  a  dollar  of  balance  from  them  1  And  have 
they  not  been  obliged  to  put  the  screws  upon  their  debtors, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  pay  the  balances  due  by  them, 
at  the  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1  Sir, 
the  people  of  the  North  have  endured,  thoy  are  now  en- 
during, that  very  cruelty  and  oppression  which  you  are 
told  the  people  of  the  Southwest  and  the  West  caunot  boar. 
You  are  straining  from  them  their  last  cent  to  pay  their  bal- 
ances, while  at  the  same  time  you  have  wrested  from  them 
their  fourth  instalment,  w  hich  your  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  transferred  to  the  Stale  batiks  of  the  Southwest  and 
tho  West,  there  to  be  locked  up  for  nine,  fifteen,  and 
twenty-one  months,  without  payment  of  interest,  because 
it  would  be  a  cruel  ex  pott  facto  law  to  call  upon  them  for 
any  consideration  for  the  use  of  the  money. 

Let  us  pass  over  the  State  of  New  Jersey— no  longer  a 
doubtful  State — and  come  to  the  Keystone  Stale  of  Penn- 
aylvania.  The  portion  of  the  instalment  which  she  ought 
on  the  first  of  this  month  to  have  received  was  nino  hun- 
dred and  fifty -five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -eight 
dollars  and  Iwenty-six  cents-  Tho  sum  actually  deposited 
in  all  her  deposite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, was  $255,446  92  ;  and,  on  the  4th  of  Ibis  month,  it 
had  been  reduced  to  $131,957  17.    Eight  hundred  and 
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twenty-five  tboarand  dollars  is  the  tribute  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  State  banka  of  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  Missiseip- 
pi,  to  promote  the  multiplication  of  the  blessing*  of  slavery 
and  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton.  Great  and  glori- 
ous as  have  been  the  exertions  end  sacrifice*  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  and  in 
that  ™ rear  she  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  State  in  the 
Union,  not  even  by  the  Empire  8tate,  yet,  iff  understand 
the  character  of  her  hardy  yeomanry  aright,  not  even  their 
partiality  to  the  democracy  of  numbers  will  reconcile  them 
to  the  application  of  her  property  to  the  multiplication  of 
slaves  and  slavery,  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton, 
by  abstracting  it  from  ■the  appropriations  of  her  own  Legis- 
lature to  internal  improvements  within  her  own  domain, 
rather  more  congenial  to  the  principles  of  her  heraldic  mot- 
to— Virtue,  Liberty,  and  Independence. 

Maryland  !  Your  own  State,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  sum 
which  on  the  first  of  this  month  she  was  entitled  to  receive 
was  $318,610  76.  The  sum  which  her  deposits  banks 
held  in  deposits  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  was 
$280,198  26;  which,  on  the  4lh  of  this  month,  was  re- 
duced to  $312, 102 '58.  Your  State,  Mr.  Chairman,  has 
been  marvellously  well  treated,  for  one  of  the  old  thirteen. 
Her  contribution  to  the  Southwestern  State  banka  is  not 
much  more  titan  106,000  dollars. 

But  ah !  Virginia!  Old  Virginia  !  The  Ancient  Domi- 
nion !  Beware,  Mr.  Financier  of  the  Treaaury,  how  you 
tread  upon  her  toes !  She  has  no  fancy  for  a  divorce  of  bank 
and  State.  Her  State  banks  are  bone  of  her  bone,  and 
flesh  of  her  flesh ;  and  when  she  releases  them  from  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  she  only  releases  herself  from  the 
performance  of  her  own  engagements.  Deal  tenderly  with 
her,  Mr.  Secretary,  or,  like  Hannibal,  she  will  carry  the 
-war  into  Africa-  Sir,  on  the  1st  of  this  month,  the  State 
of  Virginia  was,  by  the  depoaite  act  of  23*  June,  1886, 
entitled  to  receive  eoven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
right  hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-three  cent*.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  whole  amount 
of  balances  due  from  ber  depoaite  banks  to  the  Treaaury  of 
the  United  States  was  403, 136  dollars  and  97  cents.  This 
was  not  enough,  sir ;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  this 
month,  the  balance  due  from  her  depoaite  banks  was  739,- 
302  dollars  and  19  cents,  not  quite  seven  thousand  dollars 
more  than  she  was  en  u  tied  to  receive  for  the  fourth  instal- 
ment. Slio  loses  nothing  by  the  postponement,  and  this 
bill  gives  ber  the  use  of  the  money  for  a  term  at  le«.«t  equiv- 
alent to  the  loss  by  the  delay  of  the  postponement  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1839.  Virginia,  therefore,  is  propitiated 
to  securvUhe  suffrage  of  her  mem  hers  in  Congress  for  the 
passage  of  both  the  lulls— the  postponement  bill  and  this 
bill ;  -and  you  find  most  of  them  voting  accordingly.  By 
what  art  magic  it  has  happened  that,  while  the  balances  of 
all  the  other  old  thirteen  but  one  were,  between  the  com- 
mencement of  the  sessiuu  and  the  4th  of  October,  so  se- 
verely reduced,  hers  were  so  la  rarely  increased  as  to  be 
nearly  doubled,  I  know  not,  and  am  only  left  to  conjec- 
ture. My  table  is  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  Treasu- 
rer's account*,  communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  himself.  I  merely  state  the  facta  as  I  find 
them. 

But  North  Carolina  baa  not  been  so  favored.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment,  payable  on  the  I  st  of  this 
4honth,  was  477,919  dollars  and  13  cent*.  The  halaoce 
due  from  ber  one  solitary  depoaite  bank  at  ibe  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  was  146,030  dollars  and  12  cants, 
which,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  waa  reduced  to  64,ti39 
dollars  and  61  cents.  The  loss  of  Virginia,  by  these  two 
(-ill* — these  Siamese  twins— is  nothing.  The  toss  of  North 
Carolina,  like  that  of  the  six  New  England  8tates,  is  al- 
;  total. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgja  are  not  much  belter  treated, 
tough  with  this  difference:  the  sum  that  each  of  tbem 


was  entitled  to  receive  was  the  same,  three  hundred  and 
fiAy  thousand  four  hundred  end  seventy- four  dollars  and 
three  cents.  The  balances  doe  from  the  South  Carolina 
ex -depoaite  banks,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
were  one.  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  ana  one  cent ;  those  from  the  banks  of 
Georgia  were  one  hundred  and  se»enty-two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents.  On 
the  4th  of  this  month  the  balances  of  South  Carolina  had 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-flve  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  eighty  nine  ceota, 
while  those  of  Georgia  bad  diminished  to  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  forty- 
one  cents.  The  banks  of  South  Carolina,  like  tboee  ot 
Virginia,  have  enjoyed  the  special  privilege  of  increasing 
their  lietancea  of  debt,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  old  thirteen 
have  been  inexorably  held  to  contract  their*  The  increase 
of  the  South  Carolina  balances  Is  not  large.  It  disclose* 
only  a  relaxation  of  the  rigor  of  exactions,  and  was,  hap- 
pily, simultaneous  with  a  conciliatory  settlement  of  old 
political  balances  here  at  the  seat  of  Government,  which, 
to  those  who  look  a  good  deal  ahead*,  has  f 


And  now,  sir,  that  we  have  seen  how,  by  the  [ 
ment,  which  was  intended  to  have  been,  and  still  threaten* 
to  be,  the  repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment,  the  old  thinern 
States  have  been,  with  the  single  exception  of  Virginia, 
stripped  of  the  spoils  of  the  public  Treasury  which  had 
been  allotted  to  them — now  that  we  have  seen  how,  with 
the  .same  exception  of  Virginia,  they  have  been,  during 
the  month  of  September,  fleered  by  Treaaury  drafts,  like 
sheep  in  the  hands  of  the  shearer,  of  their  remaining  ba- 
lances, let  us  look  beyond  the  borders  of  the  old  thirteen, 
to  that  teeming  mother  of  nations,  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  storehouse  of  cmbyro  republics  bordering 
on  our  Mediterranean  seas— the  Northern  lakes.  We  be- 
gin with  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  geogtaphically  the  first, 
and  entitled,  further,  to  the  distinction,  inasmuch  as  her 
deposits  bank  is  wholly  the  property  of  the  Stale,  and  the 
debts  of  the  bank  are  the  debts  of  toe  State.  The  portion 
of  the  fourth  instalment  payable  on  the  firaf  of  thia  month 
to  her  was,  aa  I  have  already  staled,  two  hundred  and 
twenty -three  thousand  twenty-eight  dollars  and  ninety- 
two  cents,  the  same  with  that  of  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  of  Vermont.  But  the  sum  which  her  bank  st 
Mobile  bad  in  actual  depoaite,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  waa  one  million  and  twenty  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents; 
and,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  it  was  still  nine  hundred 
and  six  thousand  three  hundred  and 


seventy-nine  dollar* 
and  twenty-three  cents. 

The  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment was  one  hundtod  and  twenty-seven  thousand 
four -hundred  and  forty.  Ave  dollars  and  ten  cents,  the  aame 
aa  that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  balances  due  from  her 
banka,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  were  one  million 
seven  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy -three  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents;  and,  on  Ibe 
4th  of  this  month,  they  were  still  one  million  six  hundred 
and  fifty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-i 
Iatk  and  thirlT -three  cents. 

The  sum  to  which  the  Stale  of  Louisian; 
for  the  fourth  instalment  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thousand  three  hundred  aud  six  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
cents.  The  debt  of  her  hanks,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  was  one  million  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand and  twenty-three  dollars  and  three  cents,  and,  on  the 
4'.h  of  October,  nine  hundred  aud  eighteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty  -nine  dollars  and  three  cents. 

And  ao  it  waa  with  all  the  Southwestern  and  Western 
States,  excepting  Arkansas,  which,  having  no  depoaite 
banks,  could  have  no  debt;  and  excepting  Illinois,  for 


* 


Digitized  by  Google 


1701 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Oct.  14,  1837.] 


Account*  of  the  DtpotiU  BanJu. 


what  reason  I  know  not,  unless  it  was  to  secure  the  fidel- 
ity of  Missouri  at  hor  ox  pence.  The  share  of  Missouri  of 
tho  fourth  instalment  would  have  been  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  ten  cents.  The  debt  of  the  agency  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Cincinnati,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  waa  five  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-nine thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars 
and  forty-  three  cents.  On  the  4th  of  October  it  was  reduced 
to  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollais  and  sixty-five  cents  ;  but  there  was  an 
additional  deposite  in  the  Bunk  of  the  8tate  of  Missouri,  a 
specie-pay' ug  bank,  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  ind  fifty -eight  dollars  and  four  cents,  mak- 
ing the  whole  au-u  in  deposite  there  three  hundred  and 
fifty  -five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  six- 
ty-nino  cents.  Tho  actual  deposite  in  that  State  is  yet 
nearly  three  turn's  the  amount  of  the  rightful  deposite  in 
her  banks  by  uV  deposite  law ;  but  as  the  Bank  of  the 
Sute  of  Missouri  *  not  one  of  the  lute  deposite  banks 
but  is  one  of  those  *bich  has  met  and  will  meet  all  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  Department,  it  i*  presumed  that  no  fur- 
ther interest  will  be  required  of  it  than  that  provided  by 
the  deposite  law,  and  that  it  will  he  able  to  pay  its  balances 
due  to  the  Treasury  without  needing  a  delay  of  nine,  fif- 
teen, and  twenty-one  months  to  collect  them. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  entitled  to  the  same  sura 
for  the  fourth  instalment,  $477,919  13.  Neither  of  them 
loses  any  thing  by  tho  postponement ;  but  their  profits  by 
the  withholding  of  the  instalment  from  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  Suites  are  not  exactly  the  same.  Tennessee  is, 
indeed,  something  of  a  loser  by  the  alacrity  with  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  withdrawn  from  her  honks 
ttie  balances  due  by  them  at  tho  commencement  of  the 
present  session.  They  were  then  $514,510  48.  On  the 
4th  of  October  they  wore  roduced  to  $182,932  18  ;  while 
those  of  tho  banks  of  Kentucky,  which,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  were  $843,240  78,  on  the  4lh  Octo- 
ber had  increased  to  #845,053  31.  What  is  it  that  has 
procured  this  remarkable  good  fortune  !  Is  it  that  she  is  a 
daughter  of  tho  Old  Dominion  !  Or  that  she  has  a  repre- 
sentative supernumerary  in  another  part  of  this  Capitol  1 

Ohio,  too,  has  shared  largely  in  this  bounty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  one  section  of  the  Union  at  the 
expense  of  the  other.  Her  portion  of  the  fourth  instalment, 
rightfully  paid  on  the  fir*t  of  this  mouth,  would  have  been 
$669,088  78.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, her  banks  held  in  deposite,  without  charging  lo  them 
the  balance  of  the  agency  at  St.  Louis,  (Missouri,)  one 
million  one  hundred  and  twenty -seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventv-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  on  the 
4th  of  October  they  still  held  $960,001  98— still  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  beyond  her  rightful  instalment. 
Can  wo  wonder  that  most  of  her  representatives  have  been 
willing  to  postpone  it !  There  is,  however,  one  consola- 
tion, which  is,  that  we  have  the  warrant  of  the  memhera 
from  that  State  that  all  their  banks  are  safe,  sound,  solvent,  I 
and  able  to  pay  all  their  balances  in  reasonable  lime, 
though  it  is  admitted  that  their  bills  are  at  a  discount  of 
from  ten  to  fourteen  per  cent. 

Then,  again,  Indiana  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
fourth  instalment  $ 280,751  48.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  session  her  banks  had  in  deposite  seven  hundred  and 
forty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars 
and  sixty-three  cents ;  and  on  the  4th  of  October  they 
were  #000,723  67. 

Aa  to  Illinois,  I  think  the  Secretary  must  have  mistaken 
her  for  a  New  England  State.  8he  has  at  least  the  same 
step  mother's  fare.  She  was  entitled  to  receive  for  her 
portion  of  the  fourth  instalment  #159,308  87.  The  bal- 
ance due  from  her  single  deposite  bank  was,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  $39,795  90  ;  and  on  the  4th 
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of  this  month  it  was  within  a  few  hundreds  of  the  same, 
that  is,  $39,323  54. 

But,  lastly,  Michigan  is  a  prodigious  favorite.  Her  por- 
tion of  the  fourth  instalment  was  $95,583  82,  the  same  as 
that  of  Delaware.  But  the  balances  due  from  ber  banks, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  cession,  were  $998,050  84  ; 
on  the  4th  of  October  they  were  still  $882,994  45. 

When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  of  the  3d  of  January  last,  announced  the  amount 
of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  two  days  before,  and  the 
proportional  sums  in  which  it  was  to  be  deposited  among 
the  several  States,  he  intimated  no  inconsiderable  donl*t 
whether  Michigan  was  entitled  lo  any  proportion  of  the 
depoaite  at  all,  and  he  declared  that  he  had  postponed  the 
payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  her  portion  for  the  final 
decision  of  Congress  upon  her  right.  Harshly,  indeed, 
had  Michigan  been  treated  in  the  terms  prescribed  for  her 
admission  into  tho  Union.  I  had  fought  ber  battles,  and 
maintained  her  rights  upon  this  floor,  till  she  deserted  her 
own  banners.  I  had  raided  my  voice  to  claim  justice  in 
her  behalf  till  she  accepted,  however  reluctantly,  an  equiv- 
alent. While  her  fate  was  pending,  this  rod  waa  held 
over  her  head  by  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  if  her 
right  to  the  deposite  of  her  portion,  among  her  sisters,  of 
the  public  treasure,  waa  to  be  purchased  by  her  uncondi- 
tional submission  to  tho  most  humiliating  terms  prescribed 
by  power,  forgetful  of  right  Sir,  she  did  submit,  aud  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  equivalent ;  that  waa  her  concern,  not 
mine.  But  did  that  equivalent  still  not  heal  the  wound 
that  had  been  inflicted  upon  her ;  and  is  this  gushing  tor- 
rent of  the  public  moneys  poured  out  at  ber  feet,  as  the 
gorgeous  East  showers  upon  her  kings  barbaric  pearls  and 
gold;  was  this  profusion  of  the  public  funds  substituted  for 
the  stingy  doubt  whether  she  was  entitled  to  receive  of  the 

fmblic  deposites  any  portion  whatever ;  was  it  to  appease 
if  ir  anger,  to  soothe  her  resentments,  to  implore  her  for- 
giveness, lo  court  her  favor  1  If  so,  there  may  be  some 
excuse  for  the  partiality  ;  a  tarutsbed  atonement  for  a  purer 
tribute  that  was  due. 

8ir,  we  have  gone  through,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
detail  of  this  comparative  statement  between  the  amount" 
of  deposites  which  the  law  had  prescribed  should  be  com- 
mitted to  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  amount 
of  deposites  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  actu- 
ally made  among  the  same  8tates  when  the  fourth  instal- 
ment should  have  been  paid.  Buch  is  the  detail ;  and  waa 
over  such  a  monstrous  scene  of  partiality  and  inequality 
beheld  among  men!  The  lato  President  of  the  United 
8tatcs  had  made  it  a  charge  against  the  deposite  law  of  the 
23d  of  June,  1836,  which  be  himself  had  rigned,  that  the 
principle  of  its  apportionment  was  not  perfectly  equal.  I 
admit  that  it  was  not  so :  an  apportionment  according  to 
the  representation  of  the  people  in  this  House  would  have 
lieen  more  equal  as  well  as  more  favorable  to  the  Common- 
wealth, a  part  of  whose  people  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. But  the  apportionment  according  to  the  number  of 
I  electoral  votes  waa  more  favorable  lo  the  small  and  to  the 
new  8tales,  and  I  thought  there  were  considerations  of 
equity,  and  even  of  justice,  to  sanction  this,  which  I  trust- 
ed my  constituents  would  approve,  although  it  might  di- 
minish to  some  extent  their  own  portion.  I  said  so  at  the 
time  on  this  floor,  and  accordingly  voted  for  the  bill.  But 
if  there  waa  inequality  in  that  apportionment,  in  the  name 
of  the  Heavenly  Balance,  what  is  there  in  this!  Look  at 
this  tabular  statement;  take  the  fifteen  Northern  States— 
that  is,  the  old  thirteen,  with  the  addition  of  Maine  and 
Vermont,  which  in  the  revolutionary  times  com  posed  a  part 
of  them ;  lake  them  on  one  side,  and  the  ten  new  Southern 
and  Western  States  on  the  other,  and  what  a  comparison 
have  we ! 

By  the  deposite  act  of  20tb  June,  1836,  the  fifteen  North- 
1  ern,  being  the  thirteen  original,  States  were,  on  the  first  day 
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of  this  month,  entitled  to  receive  on  deposite,  $6,467, 
The  ten  new  Southern  anil  Western 
States  were  by  the  same  act  entitled  to 

-     2,899,376  07 


Making  in  the  w  hole  -  -  $9,367,814  99 
On  the  4th  day  of  September,  1837,  the 

balances  of  what  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  had  act  daily  deposited  in  the 

fifteen  Northern  States  was  -  -  3,201,008  91 
He  at  the  same  time  had  deposited  in  tho 

ten  Southmost  and  Western  States    -  9,071,299  76 


Making  in  the  whole        -  -  $12,276,302  67  | 

And  on  the  first  of  October,  the  day  when  the  fourth  in-  1 
stalment  was  by  the  law  required  to  Ins  paid  to  sll,  how 
stood  the  account! 

In  the  fifteen  Northern  States,  which  by 
the  law  should  have  received  six  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
dollars  ninetv-nine  cents,  there  were 
towards  paving  it,  and  no  more  -  $2,394,056  18 
While  in  the  ten  Southmost  and  Western 
8tates  entitled  by  the  law  to  receive 
only  two  million  eight  hundred  and 
ninety -nine  k thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars  and  seven  cents, 

7,407,886  31 


Making  in  the  whole        -  -    $9,801,921  49 

So  you  see,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  were,  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, in  actual  deposite  with  the  3  tat  eg,  upwards  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  more  than  enough  to 
have  paid  the  fourth  instalment  to  them  all— every  dollar — 
every  cent. 

But  observe  that,  through  the  whole  month  of  Septem- 
ber, although  the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836,  was  in 
full  force,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  continued  to  draw 
from  the  banks  of  the  North  to  the  amouot  of  more  than 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  those  balances  which 
ought  to  have  been  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  instalment  to  the  States  of  the  North;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  he  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Southmost  and 
Western  8tates  nearly  seven  millions  and  a  half,  nearly 
five  millions  more  than  the  fourth  instalment  which  they 
were  entitled  to  receive. 

And,  throughout  all  these  transactions,  is  it  not  worthy 
of  the  highest  admiration  to  remark  with  what  address  tho 
single  State  of  Virginia,  of  the  old  thirteen,  is  the  only  one 
shielded  from  all  inconvenience  by  the  postponement  of  the 
instalment.  The  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  is  not 
postponed  for  her.  She  has  it  already,  and  seven  thousand 
dollars  more,  in  her  banks;  and  while  the  postponement 
act  now  puts  her  off,  as  it  does  her  Northern  sisters,  till  the 
1st  of  January,  1839,  to  receive  the  instalment,  this  act 
gives  her  an  average  of  precisely  the  same  lime  to  pay  the 
balances  already  in  her  banks — and  without  interest,  if  lite 
amendment  of  the  gentlemen  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Joax- 
sox,]  to  the  exclusion  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Loowis,]  should  prevail. 

And  is  it  expected,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  people  of  the 
fourteen  Northern  Stales  (the  voice  of  Virginia  being 
hushed  with  a  sugar  plum)  will  put  up  with  this  prodigy 
of  fiscal  invention  1  Is  it  expected  that  they  will  hail  with 
shouts  of  hosanna  this  expunging  of  their  fourth  instal- 
ment, this  evanescence  of  their  funds  from  their  treasuries; 
that  they  are  to  be  humbugged  out  nf  their  vested  rights 
by  a  howl  of  phrensy  against  Nicholas  Biddle  snd  the  Penn- 
sylvania Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  That  they  are  to  be 
mystified  out  of  their  moneys  and  out  of  their  senses,  by  a 
hark  follow !  against  all  banks,  or  a  summons  to  Doctors' 


Uommon*  for  a  divorce  of  bank  and  8tate !  It  may  be  so ; 
but  it  shall  not  be  with  my  consent.  Here  are  fifteen,  or 
rather  fourteen,  creditor  States  and  ten  debtor  States,  as 
my  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Ltxeoiw]  has  justly  denom- 
inated them— made  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury- 
made  so  by  an  unwarrantable  transfer  of  the  funds  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment.  The  ten  debtor 
Slates  have  received  not  only  thtir  own  portion  of  the 
fourth  instalment,  but  the  whole  portion  of  the  fourteen 
creditor  8tates.  And  you  are  now  passing  two  laws— one 
to  withhold  from  the  fourteen  creditor  States  the  money* 
which  you  had  solemnly  promised  to  deposite  with  them ; 
and  the  other  to  authorize  the  debtor  8utes,  not  only  to  re- 
tain the  fourth  instalment  promised  them,  and  which  they 
have  received,  but  to  keep  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty -one 
months,  the  fourth  instalment  due  to  their  creditor  sister 
States.  Such  is  unquestionably,  such  will  be  under  three 
two  acta,  their  relative  condition  towards  each  other.  By 
the  fiscal  incantations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
consummated  by  these  two  bills,  reeking  from  his  Do{*rt- 
roent,  the  State  of  Mississippi  is  indebted  to  the  six  New 
England  States  in  the  sum  of  nearly  one  million  and  • 
half  of  dollars ;  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  indebted  to  tho 
Slate  of  Pennsylvania  nearly  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  tho  8tate  of  Alabama  owes  to  tho  8tate  of  New  York 
from  six  to  seven  hondred  thousand  dollars;  the  State  of 
Ohio  owes  to  t  he  State  of  North  Carolina  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  whole  ten  SouthrnoBi  :ind  West- 
ern Stnteo  are  indebted  to  the  fourteen  Northern  and  At- 
lantic 8tales  the  whole  of  the  fourth  instalment,  which 
they  were  by  law  entitled  to  receive.  The  postponement 
law  has  no  operation  in  the  ten  debtor  States;  they  have 
received  in  advance,  not  only  their  own  fourth  instalment, 
but  that  of  all  the  others;  and  so  unequivocally  are  the 
ten  8utos  indebted  to  the  fourteen,  that,  ii'  the  same  trans- 
actions had  happened  between  individuals,  there  is  no 
question  that  the  fourteen  could  recover,  by  process  of  law, 
their  fourth  instalment,  by  the  common  action  for  moneys 
bad  and  received  to  their  use. 

And  let  me  now  inquire  why  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury has  not  seen  fit  to  account  for  this  most  extraordinary 
state  of  things  in  his  annual,  or  in  any  other  report  to  this 
House.  I  have  asked,  why,  armed  as  he  was  with  the 
specie  circular  of  1  lth  July,  1836,  from  the  very  passage  of 
the  deposite  act— why,  notified  as  he  was  from  that  lime 
that  he  would  he  required  to  have  in  the  fifteen  oiigir.al 
St  Dies,  in  deposite  on  the  1st  of  October,  1837,  a  sum  of 
six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  in  readiness  to  pay  tho 
fourth  instalment  to  those  States,  ho  had,  in  fact,  on  that 
day,  within  those  States,  less  than  two  millions  and  a  half 
or  dollars— four  millions  less  than  was  required  Tor  the  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  and  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  to  those  States  by  the  deposite  act.  I  have 
inquired  why,  on  that  same  1  st  of  October,  he  bad  hoarded 
up  in  the  ton  Southernmost  and  Western  Stales,  armed  as 
he  had  been  with  tho  specie  circular,  seven  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  when  those  ten  Stales  were  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, for  the  fourth  instalment,  less  than  ihree  millions  of 
dollars  ?  The  excess  hoarded  up  in  the  ten  favored(States 
wa«  four  millions  and  a  half.  The  deficit  in  the  fourteen 
despoiled  States  was  four  millions.  Hsd  the  whole  sum 
rquired  for  the  payment  of  tho  fourth  instalment  been  de- 
posited in  the  banks,  where  it  ought  to  have  been,  the  in- 
stalment would  have  been  paid  to  the  last  dollar,  and  half 
a  million  of  surplus  would  still  have  remained  in  deposite 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
extreme  South  and  the  West- 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  there  be  any  duty  more  sacredly  in- 
cumbent upon  the  Executive  Government  nf  the  United 
States  than  all  the  rest,  it  is,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
to  render  equal  and  impartial  justice  lo  the  people  of  all 
the  Swtes.    The  vitals  of  die  Union  are  there  :  legislative 
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parti  ilitii's  in  favor  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another,  if  any  such  should  creep  in,  will  never 
be  of  long  dnratioo.    The  established  equality  of  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  this  House,  and  of  the  8tates  in 
the  other,  will  soon  correct  any  deviation  from  the  golden 
rale  of  right,  upon  which  the  obstinacy  of  party  spirit,  or 
the  undue  influence  of  individual  talent  or  popularity,  may 
occasionally  infringe.  The  pendulum  will  range  alternate- 
ly to  the  right  hand  and  to  the  left,  but  will  return  from 
abort  and  equal  distances  to  the  centre.  But  if  a  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  administration  of  his  official 
trust,  divides  the  people  under  bia  care  into  a  best  and 
worst  part  of  the  population — if  the  father  of  the  land  has 
in  the  common  family  one  set  of  children  favorites,  and  an- 
other set  of  children  castaways — if  an  avowed  principle  of 
ruling  l>y  and  for  the  democracy  of  numbers,  a  part  for  the 
whole— if  a  Jesuitical  and  sophistical  axiom  that  the  end 
of  good  government  is  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number,  without  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  smallest 
number ;  I  say  if  these  transatlantic,  spurious,  nnd  hereti- 
cal creeds  of  late  years  arc  to  be  Rubatituted  for  the  primi- 
tive frith  and  inalienable  rights  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  days  of  our  Union  itself  are  numbered.  The 
people  of  no  one  part  of  this  nation  will  submit,  for  any 
length  of  time,  to  be  the  thralls  or  the  dupes  of  another 
portion. 

What  could  have  been  the  motive  for  this  array  of  the 
three  geographical  divisions  of  the  Union  against  each 
other  aa  debtor  sod  creditor  States,  with  that  more  extraor- 
dinary exception  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  yet  to  be,  and 
I  hope  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  will  be  explained. 
Yf  the  demon  of  disunion  himself  had  invented  and  inspired 
it  as  an  experiment,  to  excite  heart-burnings,  ill-wilt,  and 
hatred  between  the  members  of  the  family,  he  could  not 
have  contrived  a  device  of  more  odious  ingenuity.  I  had 
supposed  that  this  enormous  accumulation  of  funds  in  the 
extreme  South  and  West  bad  been  one  of  the  fruits  of  the 
*pecto  circular.  But  then  where  was  the  specie  ?  It  was 
to  be  supposed  that  the  circular  had  at  least  produced  that ; 
and  what  has  become  of  it !  It  has  all  vanished ;  or  what 
is  left  of  it  is  detained  in  the  vaults  of  the  same  deposite 
baiifes,  which  yet  refuse  to  pay  in  specie  the  drafts  of  the 
Treasury  Department  upon  theaa. 

Theae  accumulations  in  the  banks  of  the  South  and  the 
We*<  are  the  more  unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  on  the 4th 
of  July,  1836,  an  act  of  Congress  supplementary  to  the 
deposite  act  was  passed,  expressly  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tseasury  to  make  transfers  from  the  banks  in 
one  8tate  to  the  banks  in  another,  whenever  such  transfers 
might  be  required  in  order  to  prevent  large  and  inconve- 
nient accumulations  ia  particular  places,  or  in  order  to  pro- 
duce a  due  equality  and  just  proportion,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act.  Here  waa  a  law  ex  prose  ly  made 
to  prevent  accumulations,  to  restore  proportions ;  and  no 
5ir.aH  part  of  the  Secretary's  annual  report  in  December, 
1 838,  consists  in  deUiiing'tbc  laborious  fidelity  with  which 
he  had  carried  that  supplementary  act  into  execution. 
What  a  commentary  upon  that  law  and  its  execution  is 
nry  tabular  statement,  the  act  for  postponing  the  fourth  in- 
stalment, and  this  bill  now  before  the  committee. 

That  the  transfers  might  have  been  made  with  perfect 
ease,  and  the  balances  in  the  Southern  and  Western  banks 
reduced,  even  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  I 
will  now  undertake  to  prove. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  depositee  of  the  public 
moneys  were  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1833.  It  will  also  be  remem- 
bered that  thia  was  precisely  the  time  of  the  extinction  of 
the  national  debt.  Until  that  time  there  could  be  no  con- 
siderable accumulation  of  public  moneya  in  deposite,  be- 
cause, whenever  any  surplus  occurred,  it  was  immediately 
applied  by  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  to  the 


purchase  of  the  public  debt.  The  irresponsible  agents  be- 
hind the  scenes,  who  instigated  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positee selected  with  iustinctive  sagacity  their  time.  They 
had  other  passions  to  gratify  besides  their  vindictive  malig- 
nity. They  snw  the  uses  to  be  made  of  large  ond  long- 
continued  surpluses,  and  that  the  moneys  of  the  nation 
might  be  lavished  f«>r  the  conjoint  and  united  profligacy  of 
political  plunder  and  private  speculation.  That  they  might 
not  want  the  countenance  of  the  administration  in  this 
laudable  pursuit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  spurred 
them  to  it  with  the  eagerness  of  a  huntsman  panting  for 
bis  prey. 

"  The  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  said  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the  branch  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  in  his  letter  se- 
lecting that  bank  as  one  of  the  new  depositories,  «« will 
enable  you  to  afford  increased  facilities  to  the  commercial 
and  other  classes  of  the  community,  and  tho  Department 
anticipates  from  you  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  respect- 
ing your  accommodations,  as  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
people  and  safe  to  the  Government." 

The  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  at 
Mobile,  had  been  chartered  in  December,  1833.  Its  capital 
of  two  millions  of  dollars  consists  of  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  irredeemable  for  thirty  years. 
Its  fourteen  directors  are  all  annualy  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
lature There  is  no  penalty  prescribed  for  their  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  but  the  faith  of  the  State  is  pledged 
for  the  final  payment  of  their  liabilities.  Thia  bank,  in 
October,  1833,  was  selected  ss  one  of  the  depositories  of 
the  public  funds,  instead  of  the  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bsnk  at  Mobile. 

On  the  1  at  day  of  October,  1 833,  there  were  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  $6,475,495  82,  which 
had  been  accumulating  from  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
some  small  fragments  of  public  debt  still  remaining  to  be 
paid,  but  not  enough  to  arrest  the  tide  of  the  public  reve- 
nue flowing  into  the  Treasury. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  this  aum  had  been  reduced 
to  less  than  one  million  of  dollars,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Alabama  had  become  a 
depository  for  $231,613  35 ;  which  sum  continued  increas- 
ing from  quarter  to  quarter,  with  one  exception,  till  April, 
1835,  when  the  deposite  in  the  State  Branch  Bank  of 
Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  $',309,738  65. 

Since  which  time,  that  is,  for  more  than  two  years  be- 
fore the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  there  has  been  in 
that  bank  a  permanent  average  deposite  of  twelve  humlrrd 
thousand  dollars — never  reduced  so  low  as  $900,000,  and 
once  swelling  to  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars— little  short  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank. 

I  have  been  desirous  of  ascertaining,  an<J  shall  he  obli- 
ged to  any  of  the  members,  especially  from  the  States  of 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  or  Mississippi,  if  they  can  inform 
me  what  were  the  semi-annual  dividends  of  the  deposite 
banks  in  those  States,  from  the  time  when  they  became 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys  until  their  suspension  of 
specie  payments ;  but  this  is  a  secret.  On  the  3d  of  Jan- 
uary last,  a  resolution  of  this  House  called  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  this  as  well  as  other  information, 
if  within  his  power ;  but,  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  he  re- 
ported that  it  was  not  within  his  power.  It  seems  that  the 
amount  of  dividends  declared,  of  surpluses  retained,  and  of 
contingent  funds  reserved,  is  not  understood  to  be  a  part  of 
their  condition,  of  which  they  are  required  to  give  account, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
Mays  that,  by  none,  of  the  agreements  made  with  them  by 
him,  either  Iwfore  or  since  the  deposite  act  of  the  23d  of 
June,  1836,  has  it  ever  been  stipulated  that  they  should 
furnish  this  specific  information,  and  that  they  have  not 
furnished  it  Sir,  it  was  precisely  the  most  important  of 
all  possible  information  to  show  their  actual  condition ; 
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and  the  omission  to  call  for  it  would  bo  inexcusable,  bat 
for  the  reason  pleaded  by  the  Secretary,  that  it  was  not  re- 
quired by  law.  The  omission  waa  tho  fault  of  the  law, 
and  not  of  the  Secretary,  and  yet  it  would  have  been  just 
and  judicious  if  be  had  required  it.  There  can  be  no  hon- 
est reason  for  the  banks  to  refuse  it,  and  it  would  now  bo 
the  best  of  all  evidence  lo  show  whst  profit  was  derived  by 
l ho«e  hanks  from  the  depositea.  We  must,  therefore,  be 
content  with  an  estimate;  and  a  permanent  deposite  of 
twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  more  than  two  year* 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  ten  per  cent.,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollara  a  year;  and,  as  it  is  to  be 
continued  for  nine,  fifteen,  and  twenty-one  months  longer, 
the  whole  sum  is  in  such  deposite  equivalent  to  a  gratuity 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  the  expense  of  hei  Northern  sisters. 

Mr.  Adams  was  proceeding  lo  comment  on  this  state- 
ment, when 

Mr.  Cambuklbno  rose,  and  appealed  lo  him  to  permit 
the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  bill  before  the  committee. 
Ho  thought  the  gentleman  was  going  to  talk  all  night,  (he 
said,)  and  it  was  late. 

Mr.  Adams  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
did  not  relish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Cambbclexo  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mas*a 
chusetu  that  he  hail  not  listened  to  a  single  word  he  had  said. 

Mr.  Ac  am*  pursued  his  remarks-  He  argued  from  the 
facts  he  had  been  commenting  on,  that  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  moneys  in  certain  States  had  been  permitted  for 
political  effect,  and  that  this  had  been  used  as  an  argument 
with  gentlemen  from  those  States  to  induce  them  lo  sus- 
tain other  measures  of  the  administration  ;  and  was  pro- 
ceeding on  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  adducing  (acts,  when 
be  was  called  to  order  by 

The  CiiAinxAN,  who  intimated  that  he  was  wandering 
from  the  question  immediately  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Adams  observed  thst  this  was  the  first  lime  any 
gentleman  had  been  called  to  order  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  by  ihe  chairman  for  not  confining  himself  strictly 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  committee.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  different  subjects  which  had 
been  discussed  under  questions  to  which  they  had  no  rele- 
vancy ;  and  he  gave  as  an  instance,  the  brilliant  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr-  Lboabb.]  The 
amendment  of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  when  that  gentleman 
had  delivered  a  philosophical,  historical,  admirable  dis- 
course upon  finance,  to  which  the  House  had  listened  with 
great  pleasure,  but  which  did  not,  in  the  remotest  manner, 
relate  to  Ihe  particular  motion  before  the  committee,  and 
had  not  been  interrupted.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  himself  had  made  a  speech  the 
night  before  upon  the  same  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  which  gave  rise  to  a  dialogue  between  him- 
self and  a  colleague,  [Mr.  Hokfman,]  and  which  induced 
a  dispute  which  had,  doubtless,  been  settled  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  both  those  gentlemen.  It  was  a  akirmiah  in- 
stigated by  the  private  personal  enmities  and  passions  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means  himself, 
and  he  waa  not  restrained  by  the  Chair  from  wandering 
from  the  subject  of  debate;  while  be  (Mr.  Adams)  had 
been  pronounced  out  of  onler  for  connecting  with  the  sub- 
ject before  the  committee  such  illusions  to  another  bill  as 
tended  to  show  the  influence  that  the  manner  in  which  that 
bill  passed  would  have  upon  bis  vote.  [Cries  from  the 
House,  "Goon!"  "goon!"] 

From  the  time  of  tho  passage  of  the  deposite  act  of  June, 
1836,  it  wan  obviously  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  withdraw  from  the  bank  at  Mobile  all  super- 
fluous dcposiles  necessary  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  four  in- 
stalments to  which  other  States  were  entitled.    The  sup- 


plementary act  of  July  4,  1836,  made  it  most  emphatically 
his  duty  to  do  so.  The  apecie  circular,  if  it  had  any  prac- 
tical effect  at  all,  by  pouring  specie  largely  into  that  bank, 
afforded  every  facility  necessary  for  that  operation.  In  hia 
annual  report  of  December,  1836,  be  recognises  that  duty, 
and  enlarges  with  no  equivocal  self-complacency  upon  hia 
vigorous  assiduity  in  performing  it.  And  what  has  he 
done  ? 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836  there  was  in  deposite  of 
public  funds  in  that  bank,  $1,060,246  30. 

The  four  instalments  of  the  depositea  payable  to  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  the  year  1837,  amounted  lo  $893,116  71. 

What  had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do  but  to 
require  of  that  bank  to  credit  (be  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  with  the  four  instalments  due  to  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama as  ihey  became  payable,  and  there  would  have  yet  re- 
mained upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  that 
bank  to  be  accounted  for.  That  the  Secretary  himself  un- 
derstood this  to  be  hi"  duty  is  apparent  from  the  fart  which 
uppers  in  his  report  of  the  25th  of  September  last  to  this 
House,  that  he  did  actually  so  pay  oft  the  first,  econd,  and 
third  instalments,  amounting  to  £GG9,08ti  79. 

Who,  then,  could  have  imagined  that,  after  all  these 
paymeuta,  when  Congress  came  together,  on  ihe  4th  of 
last  month,  the  debt  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  Mobile,  was  still  $1,020,856  361  That,  from 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1836,  in  eleven  months,  and  after  a 
set-off  of  nearly  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  debt 
of  tho  bank  had  not  been  reduced  so  much  as  forty  thou- 
sand dollara  ■  It  can  possibly  have  happened  only  by  the 
Secretary's  permitting  the  funds  of  the  nation,  devoted  to 
other  objects,  to  flow  into  this  bank  as  feat  as  tbey  went 
out  by  the  payment  of  the  three  instalments. 

I  find  in  Ihe  reports  of  the  becrrtary  of  tho  Treasury  no 
correspondence  with  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, at  Mobile,  concerning  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ments to  the  State,  nor  respecting  the  warrant  for  two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents,  entered  in  the  column  of  not 
yet  paid,  though  payable.  I  have  selected  this  Bank  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  aa  one  of  those,  the  rela- 
tions of  tho  Treasury  with  which  are  marked  with  a  wil- 
derness of  confusion.  The  case  of  the  Agricultural  Bank 
at  Natchez  is  still  more  extraordinary.  That  bank  got  the 
start  of  all  the  rest  in  the  suspension  of  payments,  not  mere- 
ly of  specie,  but  of  others.  A  Treasury  draft  upon  il,  which 
the  holder  of  it  waa  willing  to  receive  in  decent  rags,  wus 
yet  protested  for  non-payment  on  the  2d  of  May  last.  By 
tho  last  return  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  there  was  a 
balance  still  due  from  that  bank  of  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Their  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuty,  communicated  with  bis  report 
of  25th  September,  is  truly  edifying.  The  whole  corres- 
pondence with  the  late  deposite  banks,  in  that  document, 
is  scarcely  less  instructive.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury, since  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
Ihe  United  Stales  and  its  branches,  year  after  year,  have 
lectured  Congress  upon  the  transcendent  wisdom  of  that 
measure,  and  the  present  Secretary,  in  his  annual  pane- 
gyric upon  the  deposite  Stale  banks,  informed  us,  I  think, 
that  this  measure  was  no  longer  an  experiment.  Its  sue- 
cess  was  unqualified.  Its  triumph  was  complete.  In  look* 
ing  over  tho  Secretary's  fiscal  reports  to  Congress,  and  es- 
pecially the  correspondence  with  the  deposite  banks,  I 
could  not  but  wish  that  this  correspondence  could  be  print- 
ed, in  parallel  columns,  with  the  correspondence  between 
the  former  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from  1816  to  1833,  par- 
ticularly relating  to  the  payment  of  large  sums  for  the  pub- 
lic, in  short  time,  or  on  sudden  emergencies.  With  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8 tales,  when  the  former  Secretaries  of 
the  Treasury  had  large  sums  to  pay,  to  transfer,  or  to  bor- 
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row,  they  mod  no  circumlocutions  ;  made"  no  timid  inqui- 
ries when  and  how  it  would  «uit  their  convenient* ;  offered 
no  apologies  for  drawing  upon  them  beyond  their  means  ; 
no  pro  mi  tec  that  ho  would  not  Tor  an  indefinite  time  draw 
upon  them  again;  nor  did  the  president  "of  that  bank  ever 
answer  heavy  drafts  or  warrants  from  the  Treasury  with 
excuses,  and  entreaties,  and  menaces,  and  discourses  about 
the  pressure  of  the  times ;  the  multitude  of  bankruptcies ; 
the  wsnt  of  long  notices  before  his  drafts ;  and  ■till  less 
with  inquiries  whether  he  could  not  suspend  them  from 
March  till  the  next  January,  or  with  proposals  to  borrow 
a  million  of  dollars  from  sn  appropriation  for  on  Indian 
treaty,  and  pay  off  the  Indians  with  rags,  because  they  pre- 
ferred them. 

The  result  of  all  this,  sit,  baa  been  the  twin  bills  with 
which  this  session  of  Congress  began,  and  is  to  close :  one 
to  postpone  for  fifteen  months  the  payment  of  the  fourth 
instalment  of  thedeposite  act  of  88d  June,  1836,  to  sixteen 
States  of  this  Union,  and  the  other  to  euthorize  the  ten 
other  States  to  retain  in  their  bank*,  effectively,  for  the 
same  term  of  time,'  not  only  the  fourth  instalment  which 
they  were  themselves  entitled  to  receive,  but  the  portion  of 
the  sixteen  others,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
bob  suffered  to  flow  into  their  banks,  and  which  their 
hunks  refuse  to  pay!  As  the  immediate  representative  of  a 
part  of  the  people  of  one  of  the  plundered  State*,  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  resist  this  system  of  measures  in  both  its 
parts,  and  even  in  these  last  hours  of  the  session  to  expose 
|t  in  all  its  nakedness.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means  will  not  bear  me,  I  b6pe  that  hit  con- 
stituents and  mine  will.  I  have  laid  the  whole  oyrtem 
bare  to  the  bone.  The  question  of  further  postponement 
of  the  fourth  instalment  will  come  up  «gaih  at  the  next  or 
the  succeeding  session  of  this  Congress.  I  am  determiner! 
that  whatever  pretences  may  then  be  alleged  for  that  post- 
ponement, or  for  the  total  repeal,  which  even  now  was  in- 
tended and  too  thinly  disguised,  not  a  shaJow  of  the  pre- 
tence shall  be  left  that  the  fourth  instalment  could  not  have  ' 
been  paid  without  a  new  tax  upon  the  people.  Every  I 
man,  woman*,  and  child,  conversant  with  the  four  rules  of  ' 
arithmetic,  wbo  will  look  st  this  my  tabular  statement,  will  j 
see  that  when  this  session  of  Congress  commenced,  there  ' 
were  in  the  deposits  hanks  of  the  ten  South  most  and 
Western  8tales  balances  due  to  like  Treasury  sufficient 
not  only  to  pay  off  the  whole  fourth  instalment  lo  the  whole 
twenty  six  States,  but  to  leave  still  balances  of  millions  for 
the  lawful  expenses  of  the  nation ;  that  even  on  the  1st  of 
October,  when  the  instalment  should  have  been  paid,  and  J 
when,  after  the  session  commenced,  more  than  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  had  lieen  extracted  from  those  balances,  I 
there  was  still  left  of  them  an  amount  adequate  lo  pay  the 
whole  fourth  instalment,  and  lo  leave  half  a  million  of. sur- 
plus for  other  exigencies  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  first  observed  in  the  statement 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  «t 
the 

commencement  of  (he  session,  the  enormous  dispropor- 
tion between  the  balances  due  from  the  Northern  end  those 
from  the  most  Southern  and  Western  banks,  I  attributed 
this  pernicious  engorgement  of  the  public  funds,  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  the  osleiuiblc  uecessity  for  postponing  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  instalment,  to  the  far-famed  specie 
circular.  By  that  document  all  the  receivers  of  publ  c 
moneys  were  required  to  annex  lo  their  monthly  returns 
to  the  Treasury  Department  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
received  by  them  respectively,  and  each  deposite  bank  was 
required  to  annex  lo  every  certificate  given  upon  a  deposite 
of  money,  the  proportions  of  it  actually  Jwid  in  gold,  in  sil- 
ver, and  in  bank  notes.  The  object  of  this  order  could  be 
no  other  than  to  keep  the  Department  at  all  times  apprized  I 
of  the  aggregate  smount  of  the  gold  arid  silver  which  had 
been  received,  and  where  it  was  all  deposited.  There  was 
no  use  in  requiring  the  rctotns,  unless  the  returns  as  they 


came  in  were  continually  digested 1  by  some  subordinate 
clerk -of  the  Department,  to  keep  the  Secretary  constantly 
advised  of  the  aggregate  amounts,  and  where  tbey  were  to 
be  found.  This  information  was  precisely  what  I  wanteJ, 
and  the  House,  at  my  motion,  on  the  30th  of  last  month, 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  copies  of  these  returns  required  by  the  specie  cir- 
cular. I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  Secretary  in 
answer  to  the  call.  It  is,  that  the  returns  and  certificates 
will  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  near  one  thousand  five 
hundred  documents,  and  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Department,  without  a  great  addition  to  its  clerical 
force,  to  have  them  all  copied  in  season  to  be  submitted 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  purpose  of:  the  call  must  have  been  perfectly  ob- 
vious to  the  Secretary.  It  was  a  summsry  abstract  of  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  received  by  virtue  of  the  specie 
circular;  the  names  of  the 'officers  by  whom  it  had  been 
received,  and  of  the  banks  in  which  it  bad  been  deposited. 
If  he  bad  not,  as  I  think  he  should  have,  such  an  alwtruct 
constantly  before  him,  he  surely  has -net  in  the  Deportment 
a  thousand  dollar  clerk,  wbo  could  hoi  have  made  it  out 
from  his  fifteen  hundred  documents  in  two  days.  But  he 
seems  to  have  thought  lhst  this  labor  could  bo  more  comIv 
performed  by  a  deliberative  assembly  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  memliers  in  session,  than  by  one  of  hit  clerks,  -for  he 
adds  that-"  if  the  informstion  contained  in  tbom  is  wanted 
at  an  early  day,  the  Department  (clerks  and  all)  would 
respectfully  propose,  at  once,  to  lay  the  original  returns 
and  certificates  of  doposito  before  the  Hoasofor  examiiia- 
ti6n,  should  that  course)  meet  with  its  approbation." 
•  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Department  might  as  respectfully 
have  proposed  to  send  up  lo  this  House  the  whole  mass  of 
its  records  and  files,  as  these  fifteen  hundred  original  doc- 
uments.  It  reminded  me  of  a  caricature  which,  in  my 
youthful  days,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  amused  me  in 
London.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of  Charles  Fox's  famous 
India  bill,  which  proposed  -to  take  from  the  East  India 
Company  the  government  of  that  country,  and  transfer  it 
to  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  It  produced  a 
prodigious  excitement  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  ended 
in  the  total  overthrow  of  the  coalition  ministry  of  Pox  and 
North,  There  was  a  largo  majority  for  it  in-  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  it  was  detested  by  the  King,  mid  excessively 
odious  as  a  violation  of  chartered  rights  to  the  people.  I 
was  then  in  London,  and  remember  seeing,-  at  the  print 
shops,  to  caricature  of  Charles  Fox,  with  the-  immense  pile 
of  buildings  called  the  India  House,  iu  Leodenhall  street. 
Upon  his  back,  rtaggcriug  up  with  it  to  Saint  Stephen's 
chapel.  The  respectful  proposal  ol  the  Department  »c- 
mmds  me/  of  this  caricature.  Melhinks  I  see  the  beeielary, 
with  the  Department  on  bis  back,  upheaving  its  va»tne*s  to 
mount  the  Ukpitol,  and  bresk  its  way  into  this  Hall.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  giver  him  the  trouble,  nnd  prefer  to  luck 
the  desired  information. 

Mr.  Chairman;  I  cannot  vote  for  ihU  bill  hi  any  shape; 
not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  afford  relief  to  the  people  of  the 
Slates  where  these  delinquent  batiks  are  situated,  or  even 
to  grant  every  reasonable  indulgence  of  time  lo  the  bank* 
themselves.  Hash  and  reckless  as  the  directors  of  these 
banks  nrust  have  hvrn  to  involve  themselves  and  their  in- 
stitutions in  such  an  ehorinuus  mass  of  debt,  u|<on  the 
credit  of  deposites  of  funds  belonging  lo  the-  nation,  us  to 
be  unable,  without  u  letter  of  license,  for  years,  to  restore 
the  trust,  as  they  bad  pledged  themselves  to  do,  on  demand, 
I  hold  tl\u  Government,  uud  expeciully  lite  Usl  adminis- 
tration, nor  can  I  except  tho  present,  nwnmpcd  in  n  far 
deeper  responsibility,  for  the  delinquency  of  these  hankx, 
than  the  banks  thcin*elvcH.  "  l<cid  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," is  the  daily  prsyer  which  the  founder  ef  our  religion 
ho*  taught  frail  and  feeble  man  to  address  to  hi*  Maker — 
•end  it  is  fmmdrd  upon  the  principle  that,  fn»m  the  consti- 
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talkm  of  our  nature,  the  leader  into  temptation  is  respon- 
sible for  the  fall  of  him  who  is  ltd.  Under  whatever  form 
of  government  the  human  being  i«  associated,  the  most 
sacred  doty  of  the  ruler  is  nut  to  lead  tho  subject  of  bis 
rule  into  temptation.  Tho  administration  which  wilfully 
and  wantonly  took  away  the  custody  uf  the  public  moneys 
from  tho  institution  to  which  it  had  been  committed  by 
law,  abivered  the  triiat  into  tatters,  and  then  intrusted  it,  in 
broken  fragments,  to  irresponsible  State  banks,  committed 
the  double  wrong  uf  rubbing  the  national  institution  of  its 
right,  and  of  leading  its  new  trustees  into  temptation ;  and, 
as  if  that  was  not  enough,  it  prompted,  it  philterod  them 
into  seduction.  I  cannot  have  the  heart  to  visit  with  severe 
punishment  the  weakness  of  the  victim,  while  the  tempter 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  power,  and  still  glories  in  his 
shame :  while  the  successor  to  his  authority  still  clings  to 
the  leeks  and  onions  of  Egypt,  and  is  not  ashamed  to  tell 
this  suffering  nation  that  the  people  of  Europe— the  people 
uf  England— are  afflicted  at  this  time  with  the  same 
ity,  and  springing  from  the  same  causes,  ■ 

1  (eel  with  deep  sensibility  the  distresses  uf  the  people 
of  Alabama,  of  Louisiana,  of  Mississippi,  and  of  the  whole 
debtor  States,  and  can  have  no  possible  animosity  against 
their  tanks  ;  but  uiy  own  immediate  constituents  are  suf- 
fering still  more  intensely  from  tho  same  heartlcw  experi- 
ment; more  intensely,  because  the  Department,  smooth 
as  the  down  uf  thistle  to  the  Southern  and  Western  banks, 
has  been  sharp  as  the  thistle  itself  to  tbe  banks  of  the 
North.  The  only  reason,  tho  only  necessity,  for  with- 
holding the  fourth  instalment  from  the  fourteen  creditor 
States  is  to  |>ostpone  the  payment  of  the  balances  due  by 
the  banks  of  the  ten  debtor  States.    To  this  I 


ceive 


Nor  U  my  opposition  to  these  two  bills  prompted  Iiy  the 
mere  consideration  that  they  are  unwise  and  unjust  in 
themselves,  but  that  they  are  the  pioneers  of  a  system  of 
policy  to  pervade  this  commencing  administration  through- 
out its  whole  career — a  system  of  sacrificing  the  rights  and 
interests,  as  well  as  the  feelings,  of  the  North,  to  the 
overwhelming  influence  of  Southern  theories,  Southern 
interests,  and  Southern  dictation.  This  is  but  the  first 
step  of  a  long  line  of  march ;  and  the  preposterous  divorce 
of  bank  and  Slabs  so  delicious  to  the  taste,  and  so  cheer- 
ing to  the  hopes  of  nullification,  is  undoubtedly  the  second. 
This  measure,  too  absurd  for  serious  reasoning,  loo  alarm- 
ing for  scornful  derision,  so  absurd  that  it  was  impossible 
to  believe  it  proposed  with  sincerity,  so  terrible  to  the  fu- 
turity of  this  nation,  if  really  sincere,  after  floating  triumph- 
antly, in  its  passage  from  the  Department,  through  the 
Senate  into  this  House,  has  this  day,  by  a  timid  ami  al- 
most despairing  resistance,  been  deterred  till  the  winter 
session,  for  the  scary  and  the  wavering  to  go  home  and 
feci  the  pulse  of  the  democracy  p(  numbers.  With  the 
winter  session  it  will  come  back,  and  nullification,  under 
the  rankest  exhalation  of  whose  pestilential  breath  it  pour- 
ed forth  its  first  fetid  infusions  into  this  Hall,  will  again 
s  her  harpy  feast  upon  its  oH'sl*.  That  it  will  ever  re- 
Ihe  sanction  of  this  House,  may  a  merciful  Heaven 
I!  in  the  inter v id,  at  least,  I  will  cherish  the  hope 
of  better  things,  and  catch  every  gleam  of  brighter  pros- 
pect* to  illuminate  the  ouspices  of  the  coming  year.* 
Mr.  A  uix>  concluded  at  about  eight  o'clock,  when, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMURELE  AG,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside,  and  the  bill  "  making  additional  appropriations  fur 
the  year  1837,  taken  up  in  its  stead. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  (.'AMBRELENU,  in  a  few  words,  explained  the 
grounds  of  the  bill,  as  arising  from  a  dcuciency  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  i ho  Treasury. 

Mr.  WlKK  took  the  floor,  and,  after  some  general  re- 
marks of  a  congratulatory  character  on  the  defeat  of  the 


administration  in  the  rejection  of  the  sub-Treasury  bill, 
proceeded  to  comment  with  severity  on  too  expendiure  of 
the  public  money  on  the  agency  of  Mr.  Rush,  nt  London, 
and  argued  to  show  that,  including  every  thing,  it  was 
costing  the  United  8 tales  about  #14,000  a  year.  He  called 
for  the  reading  of  Mr.  Rush's  letter  an  the  expenses  and 
delaya  of  suite  in  the  British  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and  also 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  proposing  the  appro- 
priation in  the  bill.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  from  the  bill  the  item  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  fur- 
ther expenses  of  the  mission  to  London  concerning  the 
Smithsonian  legacy. 

After  a  brief  reply  from  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  in 
which  he  insisted  that  the  Secretary  was  only  carrying  out 
the  law  which  Mr.  Wiea  himself,  in  company  with  Mr. 
I  Adams,  had  advocated,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
i  tion  to  strike  out,  and  negatived  :  Yeas  6ft,  nays  74. 
I     Mr.  W.  COST  JOHNSON  then  addre«sed  tbe  Hou*o 
I  for  an  hour  in  a  discursive  speech,  in  which  be  complained, 
in  very  strong  terms,  of  the  breach  of  faith  of  tbe  Swe- 
j  tory  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  public  promise  to  pay  the  mem- 
bers in  gold,  il  they  desired  It.    Members  had  applied  to 
the  Sergeant-at-arma  for  gold,  and  had  been  told  that  there 
was  no  more  of  it,  but  that  they  could  have  silver,  or 
notes  of  State  banks,  or  of  the  District  banks.    He  advert- 
ed  to  a  number  uf  other  topics,  bt 
theme  of  remark. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  a  very  serious  charge  had 
brought  againat  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  fur  which, 
if  guilty,  he  certainly  deserved  not  only  the  censure  of  that 
House,  but  also  of  the  whole  people  of  the  country.  That 
gentleman  had  no  seat  upon  that  floor,  and  was'  thereby 
debarred  from  all  opportunity  of  defending  himself.  Mr. 


B-  did  not  rise  at  that  time  to  defend  the  Secretary,  but 
simply  to  ascertain  the  facts  upon  which  thin  serious  charge 
hod  been  made  against  that  distinguished  individual.  He 
would,  then,  premise  that  his  honorable  friend  who  hod 
just  Uken  his  seat,  would  find  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  not  imposed  upon  him  or  i 
that  others  hod.  He  begged  permissio 
J  letter  of  that  officer  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  ; 
dune. 

The  letter  was  as  follows: 


"  TuiAscnr  Dstautmest,  Auguti  16,  1837. 
"  8iu :  Tbe  near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress 
makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprize  you,  in  order  that  the 
information  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that 
this  Department  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  funds  for  their 
payment  in  notes  of  the  city  banks  or  specie,  or  to  give 
drafts  upon  several  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite  banks, 
in  suitable  sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  or 
them. 

"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treamry. 

"  W.  8  Fhaxklik,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Houte  of  Kep$.  of  the  V.  S.n 

Now,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  B.)  the  House  would  per- 
ceive that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  bad  made  this 
serious  charge  against  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  had 
presumed  loo  much  upon  that  kind  of  information  which 
often  led  to  error,  and  involved  bim  who  rabed  upon  it, 
likewise,  in  error.  Il  had  been  staled  there  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  bad  proposed  to  pay  the  members  of 
thai  body  in  "gold  alone."  The  House  boa  heard  the 
letter  uf  that  officer,  and  it 
whatever. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  bo 

to 
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Mr.  BYNUM.    I  dt 
heard  it. 

Mr.  WISE.    I  never  made  such  a 
promised  to  pay  in  "gold  alone." 

Mr.  BYNUM.  I  care  not  who  made  the  charge,  but 
it  muil  be  in  tho  recollection  of  the  House  that  the  asser- 
tion was  made  that  he  had  given  a  promise  to  pay  the 
meiHbera  in  gold  ;  and  1  appeal  to  the  Houee  to  aay  whether 
I  do  not  state  fact*. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  ask  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the 
Sergeant  at- arms,  in  reply  to  one  be  had  addressed  to  that 
officer,  calling  upon  him  to  state  the  facts  whether  the 
specie  was  exhausted,  and  whether  any  members  had  been 
denied  being  paid  therein,  as  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  following  was  the  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  B.  to  the 
Sergeant-at-nrms,  and  hie  reply  : 

"  HotrsB  or  Rimesrntatitss,  Oct.  13,  1837. 
"  Sra  ;  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  if  you  have 
stopped  paying  the  members  of  Congress  in  epeeio  for  their 
mileage  and  per  diem  of  the  present  session,  snd  whether 
you  will  not  be  aMe  to  pay  the  whole  off  in  specie  for  the 
present  session  of  Congress?  Please  answer  this  in  writing. 

"  Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.  A.  BYNUM." 
"  Ds*a  sib  :  In  reply  to  the  above,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
i  drawn  from  the  bank  coin  (cither  gold  or  silver)  for 
y  member  who  has  requested  it,  and  have  now  about 
$2,000  in  specie  drawn  for  the  checks  of  members,  that  is 
now  ready  to  be  paid  to  them  ;  and  I  have  been  assured  by 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  that  they  were  prepared  to  pay  in 
all  our  checks. 

"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«« ROD'K  DOR8EY." 

Mr.  W.  C.  JOHNSON  said  ho  was  in  the  room  of  the 
Sergeant- at- arras,  about  an  hour  or  so  ago,  and  be  saw  a 
member  from  Virginia  being  paid  ill  notes ;  he  did  not  then 
see  that  member  in  his  seat.  Mr.  J.  thereupon  asked 
Mr.  Horsey  whether  he  was  paying  off  members  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  he  replied  that  he  was  not.  Mr.  J.  asked 
him  if  the  specie  was  exhausted,  and  Mr.  D.  said  that  it 
was.  This  conversation  took  place  in  the  presence  of  half 
a  dozen  members  of  the  House.  He  repeated  upon  his 
own  authoiity  the  Sergeant  at -arms  told  him  so,  and  he 
saw  him  with  his  own  eyes  dealing  out  notes. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  was  not  the  member  from  Virginia 
allU'teJ  to,  but  he  thought  if  this  matter  were  investigated, 
it  would  be  found  that  that  member  preferred  taking  notes 
to  specie ;  for  Mr.  R.  had  been  otherwise  informed,  that 
that  officer  had  a  stock  of  specie  on  hand,  and  had  not  re- 
fused so  to  pay  any  member  who  desired  it.  Nay,  more, 
that  he  had  on  several  occasions,  when  members  have  ap- 
plied to  him  for  their  pay,  inquired  how  they  would  wish 
to  have  it,  Some  of  them  replied  that  they  would  prefer 
Treasury  notes,  contemplating  their  issue,  and,  in  that 
event,  concluded  to  wait  till  they  were  issued.  Some  had 
preferred  Virginia  bank  notes,  others  had  preferred  District 
paper,  aud  others  again  gold  and  silver ;  perhaps  none  have 
preferred  stiver.  There  was  no  question  that  the  promise 
contained  in  the  Secretary's  letter  bad  been  fully  complied 
with,  and  every  member,  who  desired  it,  had  been  paid  in 


[H.  or  R. 


Mr.  WISE  again  railed  for  the  "emphatic"  reeding  of 
Mr.  Woodbury's  letter,  (as  given  above,)  which  he  still 
insisted  was  an  imposition. 

The  letter  having  been  read,  Mr.  W.  cited  from  it  the 
following  passage:  "as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of 


Now,  said  he,  which  was  most  convenient !  Specie 
was  the  general  term,  embracing  both  gold  and  silver,  but 
the  letter  was  an  im[Kwiuon,  for  there  was  not  a  man  there 
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who  would  take  forty  or  fifty  pounds  weight  of  silver,  and 
that  in  fractions  of  a  dollar,  for  they  could  not  get  it  in 
whole  dollars.  Was  it  convenient  then  for  meml>ers  to 
take  silver!  No.  Then  tbey  were  reduced  to  Hobson's 
choice — paper  or  silver,  having  no  gold,  and  therefore  they 
were  compelled  to  take  paper,  and  therefore  too  Levi  could 
not  redeem  bis  promise.  Mr.  W.  stated,  in  confirmation 
of  this  fact,  that  Mr.  Halsted,  of  New  Jersey,  made  ap- 
plication to  the  Sergeaht-at-arms  for  gold,  and  could  not 
get  it-    The  8ergeaat-at-arins  refused  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  interposed,  and  said  thai,  in  the  re- 
marks he  bad  made  on  this  subject,  be,  in  no  way,  intend- 
ed to  impeach  that  officer,  for  a  more  faithful,  diligent, 
and  honorable  one  they  had  never  bad. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  did  not  design  to  impeach 
the  conduct  of  the  Sergeant-at-arros,  and  that  officer  would 
|  not  so  understand  him,  but  there  were  a  dozen  members 
who  could  confirm  what  he  had  stated.  Mr.  Dorsey  had 
to  pay  out  what  fund*  were  in  his  possession,  or  be  was 
supplied  with,  and  gold,  at  present,  formed  no  part  of 
them. 

Let  him  also  inform  the  House  of  another  fact,  that  the 
very  specie  they  were  then  paid  with,  even  the  silver,  was 
the  bank's  specie,  and  not  the  Government's.  The  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis  had  loaned  the  Government  some  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  epeeio  for  this  purpose,  for 
the  Government  had  neither  gold  nor  silver  of  its  own 
to  piy  out. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  CHAIR  stated  it  waa  on  the  clause  respecting  the 
item  for  an  agent  in  London  to  prosecute  the  Smithsonian 
bequest. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee would  take  the  question.    There  they  were  at  10 


o'clock  of  a  Shturdi 


un  the  last  night  too  of  the 


session,  with  much  important  business  to  act  upon,  wast- 
ing about  two  hours  on  the  contemptible  question,  wheth- 
er the  8etgesnt-at-arms  had  gold  or  silver  to  pay  tho 
members !  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  he  called  upon  tho 
members  of  that  House  to  continue  this  discussion  no  fur- 
ther, a  discussion,  together  with  the  question  involved  in 
it,  of  no  consequence  to  any  human  being  on  earth. 

While  up,  he  must  say,  that  the  effort  of  his  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  to  fix  any  thing  wrong  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  reading  of  his  let- 
ter, did  not  meet  Mr.  B's  approbation.  The  Secretary 
told  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  that  the  members  would  be 
paid  either  in  notes  of  the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  drafts 
upon  collectors  or  receivers,  or  deposite  banks,  in  one  or 
the  other,  as  should  suit  tbeir  convenience.  Now  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  was  a  fair  construction,  to 
aay  that  tbia  waa  a  promise  to  pay  in  "gold  1" 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  called  the  gentleman 
to  order,  for  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  I  will  come  to  order,  sir ;  for  I  am  too 
well  aware  of  the  utter  irrelevancy  of  this  whole  discus- 
sion ;  and  being  so,  I  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  begged  leave  to  stale  what  he  witness- 
ed in  relation  to  this  matter,  in  the  room  of  the  Sergrant- 
at-arm*. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  objected. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  would  be  allowed  to  go  on,  especially  as  be  w  as 
a  member  who  had  never,  in  his  life,  delayed  the  bu*im-i>» 


of  the  House. 


[Loud  ; 


cries  of  "  go  on! 


»••  CI  , 


on:") 

Mr.  HAWKINS  then  made  a  statement  substantially 
as  follows:  That  he  had  stepped  into  the  room  where  the 
Sergeant- at  arms  was  paying  the  members,  when  he  heard 
the  member  from  Virginia,  from  tbc  Richmond  district, 
[Mr.  Robbbtsosi,]  opply  to  that  officer  to  know  in  what 
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kind  of  currency  he  intended  to  pay  him.  Mr.  Dorsey 
observed  thnt  he  could  pay  him  in  specie,  and  asked  him 
what  kind  of  money  he  wanted.  Mr.  Robbbtsos  atated 
that  he  wished  Virginia  paper.  Mr.  Doraey  aaid  he  had 
not  got  Virginia  paper,  but  would  try  and  get  it  for  him. 
One  of  Mr.  H'a  colleagues,  standing  by,  aaid  if  Mr.  Dor- 
aey would  give  him  specie  for  fifty  dollars  of  United  Slates 
Hank  paper,  perhaps  these  notes  would  suit  Mr.  K's  con- 
venience. Mr.  Robbbtsox  said  he  would  not  take  the 
notes  of  the  United  Slates  Bank,  but  would  much  prefer 
Virginia  bank  paper  to  them. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  re- 
ducing the  item  for  the  expenses  of  the  agency  to  London, 
to  attend  lo  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  from  10,000  lo 
$5,000. 

Mr.  CAMBRETiENG  said  he  hsd  not  the  least  objec- 
tion, l*cause,  if  the  larger  sum  was  found  to  be  requisite, 
it  could  bo  provided  for  next  session. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  agreed  lo. 

The  com  mill  ee  then  rose  and  reported,  and  the  amend- 
ment having  boon  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  lo  a 
third  reading ;  it  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pas#eJ. 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  sus|iending  tbe  rules 
which  prohibit  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  House 
lo  the  other  during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session,  and 
also  the  presenting  of  bills  to  the  President  within  that 
time,  was  agreed  to,  after  amending  it  so  as  to  except  the 
sub-Treasury  bill  from  ils  operation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  O.  J.  SMITH,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  lo  settle  with  the 


SEMINOLE  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Daicus  in  the  cbsir,)  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Seminole  war. 

The  bill  having  been  rend  through, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  submitted  a  variety  of  statements, 
showing  the  necessity  of  a  further  call  of  $1,(500,000, 
among  which  was  the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary 
or  War: 

War  DtrABTMKxr,  Sept.  14,  1837. 

Sin :  The  Seminole  Indiana  having  a  second  time  failed 
to  comply  with  their  engagements,  this  Department  has  been 
compiled  to  make  extensive  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  Florida.  The  aucceas  of  the 
inca»urcs  adopted  by  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  a 
humane  policy  towards  the  Indians,  and  our  duty  to  pro- 
tect the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  thai  Territory 
from  outrage  and  violence,  leave  us  no  alternative  other 
than  the  enforcement  of  the  treaty ;  and  an  effort  is  l>eing 
made  to  enable  the  officers  charged  with  ils  execution,  ef- 
fectually to  accomplish  this  olject.  The  nature  of  the 
country  and  of  the  climate  has  enabled  the  enemy  to  pro- 
long this  contest  to  an  unexpected  length  ;  bat  tbe  expe-. 
rience  of  the  officers,  who,  with  so  much  constancy  and 
courage,  have  hitherto  conducted  the  military  operations 
there,  the  knowledge  of  the  country  they  have  acquired, 
and  the  means  which  will  1*  placed  at  their  d  i*p<>sal,  all 
give  reasonable  ho|>c*  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
ruccessful  close. 

The  disastrous  consequences  of  an  unsuccessful  summer 
campaign  involved  the  country  in  great  expenses,  which 
were  much  increased  during  the  protracted  negotiations 
which  terminated  so  unfortunately  by  the  Indians  again 
violating  their  treaty  obligations.  During  this  period,  ves- 
sels were  kept  in  readiness  at  great  cost,  and  other  means 
provided  to  facilitate  the  emigration  of  the  Indians,  while 


the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  war  establishment  were  ne- 
cessarily continued.  These  unavoidable  ex|>ense*,  with 
thote  incurred  by  the  preparationa  now  making  to  collect 
a  sufficient  force  and  ample  supplies  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, have  exhausted  the  means  placed  at  the  disposition 
of  this  Department  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  will  render  further  legislative  provision  necessary. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities', under  the  following  heads,  the  sum  of  $1,58^,848  22, 
to  wit : 

For  forage,  means  of  transportation,  and  various  other  ob- 
jects of  supply,  to  be  procured  by  the  Quartermaster's 

excuse*  of 
$800,000  00 

600,000  00 

153,848  S3 

35,000  00 
10,000  00 


department,  and  to  meet  the 
the  service 

For  pay  of  volunteer  force  that  will  be  em- 
ployed in  Florida  - 

For  clothing  and  equipage  to  be  provided 
by  the  Purchasing  department  - 

For  supplies  to  bo  furnished  by  the  Ord- 
nance department  ... 

For  medical  supplies  - 


$1, 583,618  22 

With  a  view  lo  sn  economical  prosecution  of  ihe  impor- 
tant work  now  in  progress  on  the  Red  river— the  removal 
of  ihc  raft— it  is  rcsjwclfully  suggested  that  the  sum  of 
f  25,000  be  appropriated  at  the  present  time.  This  amount, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  if  applied  now,  will  enable  the 
Department  to  complete  that  object;  whereas,  if  the  works 
be  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  until  tbe  usual  period  of 
making  the  annual  appropriations,  much  precious  lime  will 
bo  lost,  and  great  additional  expense  incurred. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Silas  Wmight,  Jr. 

Chairman  Committee  of  Finance,  Senate. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  that  on  a  former  occasion  he  had 
intimated  an  intention,  when  this  bill  should  come  up,  to 
submit  some  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole  war, 
but  he  had  concluded  to  forbear  ai  this  lime  to  go  into  the 
subject.  He  was  induced  to  do  this  under  the  expectation, 
which  he  believed  the  whole  country  entertained,  that  the 
present  would  be  the  last  campaign,  and  this  ihe  last  appro- 
priation Ihe  House  would  be  called  on  to  make  in  support 
of  that  war. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the  Hou»c. 
NEW  YORK  FIRE. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods  destroyed 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  if  he  thought  to  pasa  that  bill  the  present  session  t 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  he  hoped  ao,  and 
made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  committee  to  give  its  appro- 
bation to  the  measure. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  having  been  read  by 
the  Clerk, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  commit- 
tee., proposed  that  it  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  committee 
refuse  at  present  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  that  motion  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  also  joined  in  that  wish,  and  the  motion 
wos  disagreed  to:  Ave*  66,  noes  67. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  with  tho  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  they  had  not  time  to  ditcuss  this  bill 
then,  but  he  did  not  consider  it  necewary,  after  the  very 
long  debate  upon  it  last  year,  which  had  been  spread  be- 
fore the  nation,  and  be  therefore  trusted  the  committee 
would  act  upon  it  at  once,  and  report  it  to  the  House. 
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[H.  or  K. 


Mr.  THOMPSON  strongly  opposed  the  bill,  and  ex- 
his  determination  to  defeat  it,  and  moved  that  it  be 


pressed 
laid  asi 


Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  a  few  words  in  its  support. 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  that  the  committee  rice,  and  report 
the  Seminole  war  bill,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  and  that  bill 
having  been  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

DEP09ITE  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  •«  for  adjusting  the  remaining  claims  upon 
the  late  depoaite  banks"  waa  taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
clause  granting  the  deposile  banks  four,  six,  and  nine 
months,  and  by  inserting  the  following:  "  The  first  instal- 
ment to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  the  second 
on  the  first  day  of  Jaouary,  1839,  and  the  remaining  in- 
stalment on  the  first  day  of  July,  1839."  Mr.  J.  ex- 
plained the  important  services  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  two  deposit*  banks  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  the  strong  claims  they  had  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  indulgence,  and  exhibited  a  statement  showing 
the  millions  which  had  been  transferred,  by  order  of  the 
-Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  other  points  to  the  said 
banks  in  New  Orleans  end  |»»«d  there.  He  remarked  that 
those  banks  would  probably  sustain  immense  losses  by  re- 
mittances in  exchange  to  points  designated  by  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of  the 
of  them.  Had  the  bills  so  purchased  and 
nearly  the  whole  debt  due  to  the  Gov- 
have  been  extinguished.  They  were  drawn, 
he  said,  on  houses  believed  to  be  perfectly  good  at  the  time, 
and  would  have  hoen  punctually  paid  but  for  the  recent 
pressure,  which  had  created  such  a  convulsion  in  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  those 
losses,  however,  the  banks,  he  said,  are  now  prepared,  and 
always  have  been,  to  pay  the  whole  amount  due  by  them, 
in  such  funds  as  they  received  in  depoaite. 

Mr.  J.  contended  that,  independently  of  the  claims  of 
the  deposile  banks  upon  the  Government  for  indulgence,  it 
was  due  to  the  people  that  it  should  be  granted  ;  that,  by 
pressing  the  banks,  a  pressure  would  be  created  upon  the 
people.    He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  amendment  pre- 


been  paid, 
would  have 


by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Garland,]  as  well  as  to  the 
"  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.   They  wero 
both  calculated,  if  adopted,  to  operate  injuriously. 

Mr.  POPE  and  Mr.  ADAMS  severally  opposed  the  bill ; 
when  the  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  77,  nays  54. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  said,  to  put  an  end  to  this  matter, 
ha  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired,  before  he  could  vote  for 
it,  if  the  banks  were  required  to  pay  interest. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
The  previous  question  waa  then  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  having  been  ordered,  the  amendment  was  concur- 
red in ;  and  the  question  being  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  WILLIAM8,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was  totally 
opposed  to  this  bill  in  every  shape  and  form ;  and,  therefore, 
he  asked  for  the  yets  and  nays,  but  they  were  refused. 
Mr.  BELL  opposed  the  bill,  and  demanded  some  ex- 
ims,  as  to  its  details,  of  the  chairman  of  the  Cora- 
i  of  Waya  and  Means,  which  were  given.    He  then 
the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  subject  at 
so  late  a  period  in  the  session,  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  suspend  all  letjnl  proceeding*  against  the 
banks  referred  to  in  the  bill,  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress.   He  considered  the  bill  to  be  loosely  drawn,  con- 
taining no  provision  for  the  case  of  those  banks  against 
which  suits  had  been  actually  instituted. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  MARTIN,  the  question 
waa  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 


GENERAL  APPROPRIATION   BILL— AMEND- 
MENTS THERETO. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
j  of  ihe  Union,  (Mr.  Batons  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Senate.    There  wore 
three. 

The  first  makes  appropriation  of  $95,000  for  the  print • 
ing  and  binding  of  certain  documents  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  .second  provides  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$4,000,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  under  laws  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

The  third  suthorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
settle  all  outstanding  Treasury  defts  or  transfers  on  Ihe 
deposite  hanks,  under  the  depoaite  act  of  1836,  such  drafts 
or  transfers  to  bo  received  at  par  in  the  payment  of  debt*, 
without  allowance  of  interest  or  damages  thereon. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  made  objection  to  the 
second  proposed  amendment ;  and,  by  consent,  the  other 
two  amendments  were  first  taken  up,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  committee. 

The  second  amendment  being  then  exclusively  under 
consideration,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  JOHN- 
SON, of  Louisiana,  and  THOMPSON,  the  proposition 
was  rejected :  Yeas  67,  nays  62. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  Ihe 
amendments  to  the  House.  And  the  question  being  on 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  with  the  Senate  in  the  pro- 
posed amendments,  (the  question  being  taken  on  them  sev- 
erally,) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  demanded  some  expla- 
nation as  to  the  first  amendment,  calling  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $25,000  for  certain  printing  and 
binding. 

The  Clerk  reed  several  resolutions  of  the  Senate  autho- 
rising the  printing  of  certain  document*  relating  to  the  ces- 
sion of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  United  8tatts,  and 
other  subjects ;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAR- 
TER, MENEFEE,  GUSHING,  and  DUNCAN,  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CUSHING  then  asked  for  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  third  proposed  amendment ;  and  whether  the 
provisions  it  contains  were  intended  to  reach,  or  to  apply 
to,  any  particular  case  ? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  a  brief  reply. 

The  first  and  third  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to,  the  House  non-concurring  with  the  second. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made,  and  lost. 
THE  NEW  YORK  FIRE  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  relieve  the  owners 
of  goods  destroyed  at  the  great  fire  in  New  York  from  the 
payment  of  duties  thereon.  And  this  motion  was  lost  by  a 
vote  of  06  yeas  to  70  nays. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING  ON  MONDAY. 

Mr.  WHITTLE8EY,  of  Ohio,  aaked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  motion,  that  when  the  House  adjourn 
it  be  to  meet  on  Monday,  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of  No ! 
no !  from  all  sides.) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  named  8  o'clock  A.  M.  (Cries  of 
No !  repeated.) 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  named  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
(Same  cries  ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  suspension  of  the 
rule,  to  enable  bim  to  make  the  motion:  this  motion  re- 
quiring a  vote  of  two-thirds,  prevailed — Yeas  112,  nays 
not  counted ;  and  the  motion  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day morning  was  carried. 

Another  unsuccessful  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn. 
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presented,  and  signed  by  the 


Several  enrolled  bills 
Sjwnker. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  on  leave,  had  the  record  of  his  vote  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vole  on  the 
sub-Treasury  bill  this  day,  changed  from  the  affirmative 
to  the  negative. 

Mr.  CURTIS  made  another  unsuccessful  attempt  to  pre- 
vail on  the  House  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  New  York  fire  relief  bill. 

THE  DEPOSITE  BANK  ADJUSTMENT  BILL, 
A8  AMENDED. 

The  Senate,  having  concurred  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  to  this  bill,  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment, declaring  that  the  default  referred  to  in  the  bill  shall 
be  understood  to  be  a  failure  of  any  of  the  deposite  bank* 
to  pay  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  such  bank  be 
charged  six  per  centum  per  annum  interest  on  such  drafts 
for  the  time  of  default. 

Messrs.  McKAY,  POPE,  and  GRAVES,  made  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  LOO  MIS,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  bill  on 
the  table ;  which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  amendment  partial  and  op- 
pressive in  its  provisions,  and  waa  making  some  remarks 
to  that  effect,  when  be  observed  that  he  should  suspend 
them,  until  the  Chair  bad  finished  his  conversation  with 


The  SPEAKER  aaid  it  was  usual  for  the  Chair  to  an- 
swer such  questions,  in  regard  to  the  pending  business,  as 
any  member  chose  to  come  to  the  Speaker's  table  to  pro- 
pound ;  that  he  was  doing  this  then,  and  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  look  Intently  on  every  gentleman  who  addrem  s 
the  House. 

Mr.  GRAVES  thought  the  Chair  could  not  attend  to  In- 
dividual members  of  the  House  and  to  the  business  of  the 
Chair  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Tho  8PEAKER  celled  the  gentleman  to  order;  and 
Mr.  GRAVES  proceeded  with  his  remarks.   He  wished 
the  amendment  proposed  to  be  so  modified  as  to  be  uniform 
in  its  application  to  all  the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  LOOMIS,  of  New  York,  reviewed  the  course  the 
debate  had  originally  taken  upon  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  upon  the  different  propositions,  as  made  by  himself  and 
others,  and  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the  same.  He 
thought  the  bill  bad  better  not  pass  in  the  form  proposed 
by  the  Senate,  but  should  rather,  for  the  present,  be  post- 
poned, and  brought  forward  hereafter  in  a  more  digested 
form.  Mr.  L.  closed  his  remarks  by  moving  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next- 
Mr.  POPE  said  he  had  conceived  that  there  were  two 
objects  for  the  convention  of  Ct-ngresa  nt  this  session  :  the 
rirot  was  to  relieve  the  mercantile  distress  of  the  country  ; 
and  the  aecond,  to  devise  such  means  as  would  relieve  the 
banks,  and  enable  tbem  to  resume  specie  pay  menu  imme- 
diately. He  was  in  favor  of  such  action  on  this  bill  as 
would  accomplish  the  Utter  object  most  speedily. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reminded  the  House  that  it  was 
then  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  that  the  proposition  before 
them  was  the  only  one  impeding  their  progress. 

Several  gentlemen  expressed  opinions  favorable  to  im- 
ediate  action  on  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  GRAVES 


hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Loomis] 
would  withdraw  bis  motion ;  which  suggestion  was  com- 
plied with  by  the  latter. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  with  the  Senate  in 
their  amendments, 

'  Mr.  WISE  called  for  a  count,  which  was  ordered,  and 
It  appeared  that  the  House  was  without  a  quorum. 

A  motion  being  made  to  proceed  with  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  before  the  House, 


Mr.  WISE  would  not  consent  to  act  on  a  matter  so  im- 
portant in  that  state  the  House.  Here  were  some  80  mem- 
bers doing  the  business,  to  transact  which  840  had  been 
sent !  Nor  waa  there  a  quorum  in  the  8enate,  eilber ;  and 
on  a  bill  like  this !  at  a  distress  session,  too !  He  could  not 
consent  to  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  the  House  non-concur  with 
the  Senate  in  its  proposed  amendment,  with  a  view  to  a 
conference  between  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  LEWIS  remarked  thst  there  was  neither  a  quorum 
in  the  8enate  nor  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid,  the  House  can  neither  concur  nor 
non-concur.  It  was  then  Sunday  morning,  he  observed, 
and  he  would  move  that  the  House  adjourn.  But  be  with- 
held this  motion  until  the  question  on  concurrinK  wm.  put, 
when  it  sppeared  (by  a  count  of  tellers)  that  there  was  no 
quorum  present,  61  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  Sitn  th*> 
negative. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  WI8E.  Let  us  see  who  the  members  are  who  do 
not  choose  to  adjourn  under  these  circumstances.  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.   J 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  the  vote  stood : 
Yeas  38,  nays  SO. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  ssid  that  it  would  be  sub- 
jecting the  members  present  to  too  much  inconvenience  to 
keep  them  here  during  the  tedious  process  of  a  call  of  the) 
House,  so  late  at  night.  But,  if  the  officers  of  the  House) 
do  their  duty,  p  quorum  may  be  kept  on  Monday,  when  he 
hoped  to  see  such  an  attendance  as  woukl  result  in  the 
transaction  of  the  public  business. 

Mr.  THOM  A8  suggested  that  it  was  belter  to  pass  a  vol* 
of  non-concurrence,  which  would  leave  this  question  just 
where  it  was,  when  many  members  went  home,  believing 
that  no  further  action  would  be  had  upon  the  bill  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  could  not  consent  to  do  business  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  was  no  quorum  present.  Beforo 
any  question  could  be  entertained,  the  presence  of  i 
must  be  compelled. 

Mr.  LEWI8.    Let  us  have  a  call  of  the 
and  compel  the  attendance  of  members. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  not  consent  to  act  upon  any  ques- 
tion without  a  quorum.  This  bill  he  considered  as  the 
price  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  passed  this  session 
by  Congress;  and  a  measure  of  too  much  importance  to 
bo  acted  upon  in  that  state  of  the  House.  He  would  ait 
there  titl  Monday  morning,  if  required,  but  he,  for  one, 
would  not  do  business  wiih  only  eighty  members  present. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  he  was  convinced  nothing  could 
be  done  that  night,  and  he  therefore  would  move  an  ad- 
journment. 

This  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division,  and  the  House 
adjourned,  at  half-past  I  o'clock  on  8unday  morning. 

^^^^^^^ 

MOJTDAT,  OcTOBXB  16. 

DEPOSITE  BANK  ADJUSTMENT  BILL. 

The  House  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  a  quorum  being 
present,  proceeded  to  business. 

The  question  being  on  concurrence  in  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  bill  extending  indulgence  to  the  deposit* 
banks,  (declining  the  time  at  which  payment  of  interest  on 
balances  due  shall  commence,  vit.  from  the  date  of  any 
default  or  neglect  to  pay  any  draft  or  requisition  of  the 
Treasury,) 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  a  few  words  on  the  amendment  in 
relation  to  its  application  only  to  banke  which  had  been 
delinquent.    This  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill 


entirely  those  which  bad  not  been  drawn  upon  at  all. 
Mr.  ADAMS  spoke  with  warmth  in  opposition  to  the 
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the  first  section  of  the  bill,  would,  in  effect,  apply  not  to 
banks  which  were  delinquent,  but  involved  the  absurdity 
of  applying  it  only  to  banks  which  were  not  delinquent. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  had  demonstrated  thia  at  a  previous  sitting, 
to  the  conviction,  he  believed,  of  every  one  who  had  heard 
him.    The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  had  not  so  much  as  attempted  to  answer  the  argu- 
ment.   And  Mr.  A.  now  declared,  in  the  presence  of  this 
House,  that  if  thia  bill  was  to  go  forth  to  the  nation  with 
that  section  in  it,  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  our  legislation. 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  extended  relief  to  those  banks 
only  which  were  not  delinquent;  and,  as  the  amendment 
had  reference  to  the  same  banks,  it  would,  in  fart,  bare  no 
operation  at  all,  unless  from  a  constructive  power  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  fraudful  application  of  it 
to  such  banks  as  were  delinquent.    If  the  obstinate  perse- 
verance of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  forcing  this  bill  through  the  House  with  this  ob- 
vious absurdity  oo  its  face  was  to  succeed,  it  should  not  be 
al  least  without  opposition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  A.   He  would 
read  the  first  section  once  more,  and  would  demonstrate,  a 
aecond  time,  that  it  had  reference  only  to  banks  which  were 
not  delinquent.    Let  the  chairman,  cried  Mr.  A.,  answer 
me,  if  he  can.    [Mr.  A.  here  read  tbesecfton  referred  to.] 
Whst  a  power,  said  he,  is  here  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  !    The  power  of  selecting  and  discriminating 
between  bank  and  bank,  at  his  pleasure ;  of  refusing  to  ap- 
ply the  bene6ts  of  the  act  to  any  bank  he  chose ;  for,  he 
might  reply  to  its  application  for  relief,  "  Tou  have  not 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Department,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  be  relieved."    While,  when  a  similar  ap- 
plication waa  msde  by  another  bank  which  he  wished  to 
favor,  he  might  pass  over  the  matter  in  perfect  silence  and 
grant  the  request.    It  gave  him  the  power  of  a  double  con- 
struction ;  and  under  that  power  he  might  select  any  bank 
he  chose  to  ruin,  and  any  other  he  chose  to  save,  snd  ap- 
ply the  ooe  construction  or  the  other  as  best  suited  his  pur- 
pose.   It  carried  either  fraod  or  absurdity  upon  its  face. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  pass- 
ed in  the  House  on  Saturday  in  relation  to  the  bill,  charac- 
terizing the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Loo  his,  of  New 
York,  as  proposing  nothing  but  simple,  rigorous,  abstract 
justice  to  the  States  which  had  been  injured  by  the  post- 
ponement of  ihe  deposites,  by  requiring  that  the  banks  r.f 
those  8lstes  which  held  large  amounts  of  money  which 
would  but  for  thst  postponement  have  gone  to  other  States, 
should  pay  legal  interest  for  its  use.  The  subseqnent 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Johxsok,  of  Louisiana,  he  refer* 
red  to  as  a  consumtnat  on  of  lbs  bargain  which,  he  said,  had 
been,  with  so  much  decency,  consummated  in  the  face  of 
the  House  between  the  chairman  of  the  Co,-.imin>e  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  certain  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  whose 
votes  be  wanted  t«  pass  his  postponement  bill. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  here  interposed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman refer  to  me  ! 

Mr.  AI'AMS.    I  refer  to  no  individual  whatever. 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND.  Am  I  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana referred  to  ? 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  did  not  allude  to  him  more  than  to 
other  gentlemen  coming  from  those  8tates  where  this  money 
lies.  I  had  no  particular  reference  to  one  of  tbem  more 
than  to  another. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN.  I  am  the  only  other  member  from 
Louisiana.  I  made  no  bargain  of  any  sort  about  the  mat- 
ter. I  have  been  no  devoted  friend  to  the  measure  from 
its  inception  to  its  consummation.  The  gentleman,  there- 
fore, cannot  refer  to  me. 

Mr.  ADAMd.  I  did  not  allude  to  that  gentleman— far 
from  it-  I  am  folly  aware  that  he  preferred  that  the  1  ill 
should  not  pass-  I  would  to  God  that  all  the  gentlemen 
coming  from  the  8 tales  roost  interested  could  aay  the 
same.    I  repeat  that  Ihe  bargain  waa  pointed  out  by  the 


gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawbojc,]  and  a  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  at  the  very  time  it  took  place ;  and,  I  sav 
further,  that  I  takes  thia  amendment  to  bo  the  consumma- 
tion of  thst  bargain.  When  it  was  proposed,  in  commit- 
tee, that  the  bill  to  postpone  the  deposites  should  be  laid 
aside  until  thia  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  banka  should  first 
l»e  acted  upon,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  did  openly 
pledge  himself,  when  resisting  that  arrangement,  that  those 
banks  should  be  liberally  dealt  with:  and  here  we  have  the 
fulfilment  of  that  pledge. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.    Is  it  in  order  to  refer,  in  the 
House,  to  what  passed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  8PEAKER  was  replying,  when  Mr.  Adams  said 
he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  would  not  be  suffered  to  put  him  down.  He  should 
declare  the  disgraceful  scene,  whatever  interest  that  gentle- 
man might  have  in  shutting  his  mouth. 

The  CHAIR  here  pronounced  it  wholly  out  of  order  to 
refer,  in  the  House,  to  what  had  been  said  or  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  said  he  would  put  a  case,  and  would 
suppose  that  certain  facta  had  transpired — not  here,  but  in 
another  legislature— in  the  moon,  if  gentlemen  pleased. 
He  then  repeated  what  he  bad  before  stated  as  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  sroendmenu  to  the  bill.  When  the  amend- 
ments were  still  pending,  the  objections  all  urged,  and 
none  of  tbem  answered,  the  bill  had  been  laid  aside,  other 
bills  had  been  taken  up,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress  on  the  whole.  Immediately  thereupon,  it 
had  been  moved  by  a  member  from  Maine,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to  cut  off  tho 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Looms.]  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Jonssnft]  was  then  offered,  and  instantly  on  its 
adoption  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  sprang  to  his  feet  and  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  thus  jwsscd  almost  by  acclamation. 

Now  the  bill  came  back  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  would  render  the  whole  either  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity, or  else  an  Instrument  of  fraod.  And  this  was  the 
way  in  which  the  business  of  this  whol*  session  had  been 
conducted — a  session  which  had  been  called  for  the  purpose 
of  orcaniiintf  an  entirely  new  system  of  finance  for  the 
country.  The  House  had  sanctioned  a  series  of  measures 
all  tending  to  thia  object ;  but  the  moat  pernicious  and  cruel 
of  them  all  had,  he  thanked  G<  d,  been  laid  upon  the  table. 
At  lesst  a  respite  had  thus  been  afforded  to  the  nation,  a 
breathing  spell,  before  it  had  imposed  upon  it  that  state  of 
servitude  which  the  system,  if  successful,  would  not  have 
failed  to  fasten  upon  it.  Hi  now  said,  openly,  in  the  face 
of  the  House,  that,  whenever  objections,  however  strong, 
had  been  urged  against  the  system  of  measures  which  had 
originated  in  the  Treaaury,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
paltry  amendment'*  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  that  gentleman  had  no  other  recourse 
sgainst  tbem  but  to  call  upon  his  party  to  "  toe  the  mark 
that  had  been  his  anawer,  and  his  whole  answer,  to  every 
argument  Thnt  bad  been  the  history  of  the  session.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  min- 
ister of  the  Executive,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  waa  here  to  carry  into  effect  the  rescripts  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  bad  no  other  answer  to  any  objections, 
either  in  gross  or  in  detail,  than  thia  cry  of  "  toe  the  mark." 
Mr  A.  bad  asked  of  him  what  port  of  thia  bill  applied  to 
delinquent  banks  t  What  it  was  that  by  the  bill  the  Uni- 
ted States  gave  upt  And  he  had  been  utterly  unable  to 
answer;  yet,  from  hie  official  situation,  it  was  bis  place  to 
I  answer  inquiries  put  to  him  In  relation  to  the  public  meas- 
I  ures  he  brought  forward.  His  only  reply  hsd  been  to  get 
|  the  bill  laid  aside,  to  consummste  his  bargain,  and  then  to 
call  the  previous  question. 
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and  Mr.  A.  could  not  sutler  the  session  to 
come  to  a  cIom  without  exposing  and  denouncing  it  to  the 
country.  Had  the  ay  item  originated  in  Heaven,  (which 
aeemed  to  be  the  very  contrary  place  to  that  in  which  it 
did  originate,)  questions  of  a  relevant  nature,  and  properly 
presented,  might  be  asked  of  him  who  brought  it  into  the 
House ;  and  it  was  his  official  duty  to  respond  to  them, 
and  to  give  bis  reasons,  if  any  he  had ;  but  nothing  of  this 
had  been  done  at  all.  He  had  got  the  deposits  postpone- 
ment bill  passed,  after  attempting  to  force  it  through  the 
House  in  its  original  form,  by  admitting  the  minimum 
amendments,  and  excluding  every  other. 

The  CHAIR  here  admonished  Mr.  A.  that  the  deposit* 
bill  could  not  now  be  discussed ;  it  was  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  1  consider  each  and  all  of  these  bills  as 
part  and  parcel  of  one  system,  and  therefore— 
The  SPEAKER.  This  is  a  question  of 
will)  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  a  different  bill.  It 
ha*  no  connexion  with  the  deposite  law ;  and  it  is  out  of 
order  to  di*cuss  that  law  at  this  lime. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Does  the  Spbakb*  deny  that  these  meas- 
ures constitute  one  system  T  Does  he  decide  that  this  bill 
and  amendment  are  not  part  of  that  ay  a  tern  1 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  called  to  deckle 
that  question.  This  is  not  the  deposite  bill.  And  the  de- 
posite bill  cannot  now  be  discussed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  waa  nut  discussing  tlie  deposite  bill.  I 
waa  connecting  the  other  measure  with  that  now  before  the 
I  was  showing  its  connexion  with  thia  bill  and 
They  are  so  connected  that  they'  cannot  be 
separated;  and  I  was  deriving  an  argument  against  con- 
curring in  this  amendment  from  external  objects,  and  the 
aiili-depoeite  law  among  others. 

The  SPEAKER  here  raid  that,  if  it  was  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  to  connect  it  with  the  present  subject,  and 
there  could  be  shown  to  exist  such  a  connexion,  it  would 
be  in  order  to  introduce  it;  but  the  Cmaim  could  perceive 
no  connexion.  He  would  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  hear  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  If  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
out  of  order,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  since  what  I  waa  saying  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Wsys  end  Means,  and  apparently  to  the  8pkaksr  of 
this  House,  I  will  sit  down. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  8m a  k  eh. 
He  has  no  desire  to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts; but  the  Chair  must  discharge  its  official  duty. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Spxakkr  to  discharge  his  duty  "as  be  understands  it 
but,  unfortunately  for  me,  the  Svrakxr  understands  it  in 
a  different  way  from  what  I  do. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  order.  When  a  member 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair,  and  was  manifestly  out 
of  order,  and  was  ordered  to  take  hia  seal,  was  it  not  his 
duty,  under  the  Tules  of  the  House,  to  take  his  seat  ?  and 
could  he  again  proceed  without  the  leave  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  when  a  member  waa  so  re- 

Eaaledly  out  of  order  as  to  he  directed  by  the  Cm  a  i  r  to  take 
is  seat,  the  rule  waa  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  stated.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  Chair  had  abstained  from  interposing  by 
an  absolute  command,  as  he  was  empowered  by  the  rulea 
to  do.  And  the  gentleman  was,  therefore,  at  liberty  to 
proceed  if  he  confined  himself  to  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    Out  of  tenderness  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  nf  Ways  and  Mean?,  I  will  say  no  more. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  All  I  shall  say  in  reply  is,  that 
has  referred,  in  his  supposititious  case,  to 


a  council  in  the  moon,  I  should  consider  the  gent 
himself  as  very  fit  to  be  a  member  of  such  a  council. 
I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  And,  as  by  the  rulea,  this  question 
takes  precedence,  the  question  was  put  upon  laying  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  hoped  the  notion  would  be 
withdrawn,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  replying 
to  the  very  unjustifiable  attack  mado  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  upon  the  members  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  declined ;  and  the  question  waa  there- 
upon put  to  the  House,  and  decided  in  the  negative 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  :  Aye* 
87,  noes  37. 

The  previous  question  was  agreed  to :  Ayes  92,  noes  32. 

The  main  question,  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in 
their  amendment  to  the  bill,  (aa  above  stated,)  was  then 
put,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybai — Messrs.  Alexander,  H email  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherion,  Ayrrigg,  Beatiy, 
Beime,  Bell,  Birknell,  Bid.lle,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Branson,  Bruyn,  Csmbreleng,  John  Campbell, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Cillcy,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Conner,  Corwin,  Crockett,  Cashing,  Cushrmn, 
Uavee,  De  Grafi^  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Foster,  Gal- 
lup, Joiner  Garland,  Gholson,  Goode,  William  Graham, 
Grant,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Harper, 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Kilgore,  Lewis,  A.  W.  Loomia, 
Maury,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham 
McClellan,  McKim,  Menefce,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Matihirta  Morris,  8.  W.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murray,  Noble,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Paiker,  Par- 
men  ter,  Palton,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Keily, 
Ridgway,  Rives,  Rumsey,  Shield*,  Sheplor,  Southgatr, 
8|iencer,  Stewart,  8 lone,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tolood, 
Turney,  VaiL  Webster,  A.  8.  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  C. 
H.  Williams,  Yell— 107. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Bond,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
W.  B.  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
Curtis,  Daviea,  Dennis,  Edwards,  Everett,  R.  Fletcher, 
Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  James  Graham,  Grennoll,  Has- 
tings Haynee,  Henry,  Holsey,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Lawler,  Lincoln,  A.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Mercer,  Nay  lor, 
Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  C.  Shepard, 
8ibley,  8nyder,  8tanly,  8iralton,  Taliaferro,  Tillioghast, 
Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wise, 
Yorke— 46. 

[This  decision  completed  the  passage  of  the  bill  through 
Doth  Houses.) 

[NoTi.—In  explanation  of  the  part  Mr.  Ada***  look 
in  the  above  debate,  he  odd  res* 
Editors :] 

Nott  fry  Mr. 

Immediately  after  Mr  Adams  concluded,  Mr.  Caiis«blsim  moved 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  no  the  state  or the  Union  to  lay  said*  this 
bill,  without  ulcin*  the  micnum  upon  cither  uf  the  an>*!>. (menu  pro- 
poerj  by  Mr.  Looms,  of  New  York,  nr  by  Mr.  Johmtook,  of  LouUmu. 
ami  to  Ukc  ut>  (tie  general  appropriation  lull.  This  was  accordingly 
done  That  bill  «vos  Jei*te-t  h*t*p«n  two  and  three  hours,  sad  Sr. 
Cambjifi  1*0  moved  It  should  be  reported  to  the  House.   It  was sn  re- 

Emed.ond  the  chairman  [  Mr  Howasd]  added  that  the  commute* 
id  had  the  hill  for  adjusting;  the  balances  remaining;  due  by  the  lots 
deposits  banks  under  consideration,  and  bod  come  to  no  resolution 
thereon,  The  appe  -priatloo  bill  waa  the 


then  debated, 

passed  In  the  House.  Just  befnf  ill"  H  mso  went  int..  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  S  ate  of  the  Union  aeatn,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maine,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  dfsr-hanre 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
tor -adjust  Ins  the  balances  of  the  banks.  This  movement  had  the  erlWi 

<st  idi  ng  all  further  debate  In  committee,  nut  only  on  the  Mil.  but  on 
e  amendments  proposed  l>y  Mr  Johnson  and' tiy  Mr  Loouu  It 
was  mule  i,y  Mr  Smith,  dnuUlew  because  Mr.  Cambailsxo  was 
aware  that,  if  made  by  him,  it  wmld  have  been  oppxawd  :  the  com- 
mittee having  lulten  ri  >  ordr-r  upon  the  prr>r>i*evl  amendments.  The 
DWKiB  of  Mr  Smith.  probnMr  uc*  undersnod  by  the  House,  passed 
without  opposition   The  House  went  again  Into  Commutes  of  the 
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Treasury  Report i. 


[H.  or  R. 


TREASURY  REPORTS. 
Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  then  rose  and  drew  the  attention 
of  the  Houm  to  a  very  valuable  work  that  had  been  pub- 
lished, containing  all 
of  the 


i     — ■ — — .  —        -  — -  ■-  r  — 

the  Treasury  reports  on  the  subject 
the  year  1789  to  the  present  time, 


Whole  on  the  state  of  (he  Union  ;  reported,  without  delate,  a  bill  ap- 
propriating on«  million  tlx  hundred  thuuaand  dollars  far  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities.  The  House  paaavd  it  with  equal  expedition  ; 
and  then  the  bill  for  settling  the  tialances  of  the  banks  was  culled  up 
again.  Mr  Johnson  forthwith  presented  his  amendment,  which  was 
to  strike  out  four,  six,  and  nine  months,  the  lime  allowed  by  the  bill 
as  it  came  fruin  the  Senate,  and  insert  the  let  of  July,  1S3S,  the  1st  of 
January  and  1st  of  July,  1839,  for  the  limes  of  payment  by  the  banks 
of  their  balances.   This  intendment  was  at  once  adopted,  and  Mr. 

osianily  moved  the  previous  question,  thereby  deprlv- 
r.  Loomu  of  the  opportunity  of  moving  his  ^amendment  in  the 
which  amendment  was,  that  the  banlis  should  pay  interest  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  all  balances  remaining  in 
duposiie  with  them.  By  this  aeries  of  maiusuvrrw,  the  promise  mado 
by  Mr.  Ca mbrklkno  in  the  members  of  the  debtor  Slates,  when  the 
pusipmeuieni  bill  was  laboring  on  its  passage,  that  Ifthai  bill  should 
1*1*3,  a  liberal  indulgence  would  be  extended  to  their  banks,  was 
faithfully,  as  to  them,  performed.  The  hill  was  thus  driven  through 
the  H  >use,'wit  li  the  lime  for  settling  the  balances  of  the  banks  extend- 
ed, and  without  even  requiring  interest  of  them  for  the  lime  of  defal- 
cation. The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Arph  axkd  Loomis's  amendment 
was  txtrtuled  from  the  consideration  of  the  House  was  peculiarly  re- 
mark abl"  The  bill  soon  rame  back  from  the  Senate,  agreeing  u>  the 
amendment  of  Uio  H'>use,  (extending  the  lime  for  sett  lemeut,)  wilh  an 
amendment,  is  I  Hows 

"And  Ihe  default  mentioned  in  this  act, on  which  interest  Is  to 
commence  at  the  rale  of  six  per  cent  shall  be  understood  to  be  the  ne- 
glexi  or  omission  of  said  banks,  or  any  of  ihem,  to  answer  the  drafts  or 
requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  on  them  according 
l  >  t  he  provisii  >ns  <>f  thu  first  section  of  ibis  act." 

When  this  amendment  came  l«ek  to  the  House,  it  was  near  mid- 
night,  and  there  was  no  quorum  of  tbe  House  present.  Mr.  Howard, 
ot  Maryland,  moved  that  ibe  House  should  non-concur  with  Uie  amend- 
merit  of  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  a  conference  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  questi  >u  was  taken  en  Mr.  Howard's  motion,  when 
there  appeared  61  for  non-concurring,  and  21  against  it.  No  quorum. 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  MaryUnd,  observing  that,  as  it  appeared  from  the 
vote  just  taken,  thai  there  was  a  large  majority  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, and  a  majority  of  a  quorum  for  non-concurring  wilh  the  amend- 
ment nf  the  Senate,  a  vote  should  now  be  taken,  and  if  a  maturity  of  a 
quorum  should  v»*.e  lor  uon -concurrence,  it  should  be  considered  as  a 
vote  of  ihe  House,  and  It  would  leave  this  question  just  where  it  was 
before  many  of  ihe  mentljers  had  withdrawn  from  the  Hjuse. 


To  this  Mr.  Adams  objected :  and,  at  one  o'clock,  Sunday  morning, 
moved  to  ad j-. urn,  which  a  majority  ol  the  members  present  refused. 
The  same  motion  was  afterwards  made  by  another  mamljer,  and  the 
question  being  uketi  by  yea*  and  nays,  there  appeared  3i  for,  and  oO 


against  adjournment. 
A  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  but  it  was  apparent  that  in  less  than 


i  a  quorum  could  not  have  been  c>  llected ;  and,  at  a  quarter 
I  two  In  the  morning,  the  House  adjourned  to  meet  again  al  eight 
o'clock  Monday  morning. 

At  thai  lime  the  rules  prescribing  the  order  of  business  were  sus- 
pended  al  ibe  motion  of  Mr.  Camdrklknu.  The  House  unk  up  tbe 
amendment  of  the  Senate ,  and  Instead  of  the  question  moved  by  Mr. 
Howard  on  Saturday  night,  that  the  House  should  nun-concur  with 
that  amendment,  and  upon  which  the  vote  bad  stood  61  to  £1.  and  upon 
which  Mr.  Thomas  had  urged  that  a  majority  of  a  quorum  had  voled 
to  non-concur— instead  of  this,  the  motion  now  substituted  was  to  con- 
cur with  the  amendment  of  ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  Adams  related  his  objections  to  the  bill ;  to  the  promise  made 
by  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  29ih  of 
!»>epu?mber,  at  the  passage  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  thai  fur- 
ther indulgence  should  be  extended  to  tbe  delinquent  banks,  if  the 
postponement  bill  should  pass;  and  to  the  indecent  manner,  an  he 
thought,  in  which  that  promise  was  p  rformed  by  the  proceed  In  is  on 
Saturday  night.  While  making  these  objections,  Mr.  A.  was  repeat- 
edly called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commiuee  nf  Ways  and 
.Means,  for  referring  to  what  had  |MSse  I  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  tbe  Speaker  twice  decided  that  the  deposits  postponement  bill, 
not  being  now  liefore  ihe  House,  could  not  be  discussed  at  this  time. 
Tsro  members  from  the  del rtur  Slates,  Mr.  Garland,  of  Louisiana,  and 
Mr  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  say  whether, 
by  charging  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  with 
a  bargain  of  further  indulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks,  he  meant  in 
allude  to  litem.  Mr.  A.  disclaimed  all  Intention  of  alluding  lo  any 
individual.  He  considered  the  promise  of  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Com- 
miuee of  Ways  and  Means  as  a  pledge  given  to  the  member*  of  the 
debtor  Stales  to  purchase  their  votes  forthn  postponement  bill;  and 
the  transactions  of  Saturday  night  as  a  redemption  of  that  pledge. 
Mr.  Garland  earnestly  entreated  Ihe  House  to  permit  him  to  answer 
what  he  considered  as  a  most  unjustifiable  attack  of  Mr.  Adams  upon 
the  members  from  Louisiana,  but  the  House,  that  is,  the  majority, 
w  iuld  not  listen  to  him.  Nothing  was  more  remote  from  Mr.  A  s  in- 
tentions than  an  attack  up  m  the  members  from  Louisiana,  both  of 
whom  he  hiRhly  and  sincerely  respects  ami  esteems  He  deeply  re- 
irretuHl  that  ihe  House  refused  to  hear  Mr.  Garland,  not  only  because 
it  was  Mr.  Garland's  desire  to  be  heard,  but  because  he  knew  thai 
if  the  House  would  hear  him.  It  would  cive  Mr.  A.  the  right  and  the 
opportunity,  ■»  reply,  lounf  dd,  al  full  length,  the  two  Iraoisaclions  of 
the  evenines  of  theWih  of  September,  and  of  ihe  Mill  of  Ociober-«f 
Ihe  pledge  given, aud  the  pledge  redeemed.  Th"se 


and  remarked,  that  it  would  not  only  be  very  useful  lo  bo 
deposited  in  the  library,  but,  as  a  statistical  work,  was  ab- 
solutely indispensable  as  a  book  of  reference.  He,  there- 
fore, asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  for  '.he  purchase  of 

days  In  the  history  of  this  country,  and  chiefly  memorable  as  charac- 
teristic examples  of  the  means  to  bo  used  by  this  incipient  adminis- 
tration to  influence  legislative  action.  The  Slates,  by  Executive 
agency,  had  already  been  divided  into  two  classes,  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  and  now  the  creditor  .Stales  were  to  tie  deprived  of  their 
fourth  instalment  by  the  votes  uf  the  members  from  the  debtor  Slates. 

The  debate  of  the  'Shit  September  has  never  been  fully  reported. 
The  speeches  of  Mr.  Paw6un,  ol  Georgia,  and  of  Mr.  Samson  Mason, 
of  Ohio,  sitf-ializin?  the  banrutu  at  the  very  moment  when  It  was  con- 
'  in  the  face  ol  Hie  House,  have  been  suppressed 


a  o.  bill  to  p  stpone,  till  funlier  order  of  Congress,  that  Is,  forever 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  had 
been  forced  to  the  third  reading  by  a  vote  of  119  to  117.  This  vote 
bad  been  reconsidered  al  the  million  of  Mr.  PlCXBNS,  of  South  Caro- 
lin  i,  to  lot  in  an  amendment  prop  «ed  by  him,  limiting  the  postpone* 
meut  to  ihe  1st  of  January  ' 
secure  the  pas-wige  of  the 
previous  question,  lieeu again! 
majoruv  ol  118  to  106  votes. 
'  Mr.  Oakland,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  that  bill  should  be  pi«t  pined  lo  the  ensuing  Tuesday,  to  lake 
up,  in  the  moautiiiie,  and  pass  the  bill  for  adjusting  ihe  balances  wi:h 
the  delinquent  hanks,  on  the  avowed  plea  that  ibe  bill  ought  not  to  bo 

should  have  tho 


v,  IsfO,  which  was  found  indispensable  to 


have  by  the 


permitted  to  pass  till  the  banks  of  ihe  debtor  States 
pledge  of  a  longer  indulgence  of  lime  than  they 
settlement  bill,  as  it  had  come  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Casjbrblsno  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garland  to  postpone 
the  postponement  bill,  but  gave  the  pledge,  for  himself,  to  deal  a*  gen- 
erously with  those  banks  as  circumstances  would  admit;  for,  thouih 
no  friend  to  the  banks, yet  ho  was  willing  lo  afford  ihem  every  indul- 
gence for  Ihe  sake  of  ihe  people  who  were  indebted  to  ihem. 

So  says  the  report  of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe,  very  prude 
deusing  in  a  few  words  what  was  much  more  largely  said  in  the 
The  Globe  adds :  "  Mr.  Pawso.n  aud  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  designated 
this  as  a  bnrgain  between  the  two  gentlemen."  and  made  some  stric- 
tures thereon,  end  then  again  very  prudently  suppresses  those  strictues. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Mason  did  not  d.-siguale  it  as  u  bargain  be- 
tween th  two  gentlemen.  They  designated  it  as  a  bargain  tendered 
by  the  chairman  nf  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  mem. 
bees  from  the  Stales  of  the  most  deeply  indebted  banks,  of  longer  in- 
dulgence of  limn  10  those  batiks  as  an  equivalent  for  the  votes  of  those 
members  lo  postpone  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  to  tbe 
creditor  Slates. 

Thai  t 'lis  was  the  phenomen  ('•signaled  by  Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr. 

Mason  ;  and  that  it  was  the  bargain  actually  concluded,  any  one 
may  perceive  who  will  read  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Ghqlson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, which  are  reported  at  full  length,  and  very  correctly,  in  the 
Glniie    No  one  can  doubt  of  t'ie  Iwriram,  after  reading  them. 

Hut  tho  consummation  uf  the  bargain  was  accomplished  on  Saturday 
avenine,  the  1-tth  or  October  The  depoaite  j-wipmeioenl  bill  had 
been  aleugi  -hammered  through  the  House,  by  the  previous  question 
and  tho  votes  of  members  from  the  debtor  Slates,  on  the  S9lh  of  Sep- 
tember. The  promised  equivalent  of  every  indulgence  lotho  d  btor 
Suie  banks  was  to  be  granted  on  the  l4h  of  October;  and  ll  waa 
done  The  dexterous  discharge  ol  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  .if  the  Union  from  th" "considers! I  >n  of  ihe  Uiuk  settlement 
bill,  while  the  amendments  of  Mr.  John  son,  nf  Louisiana,  and  of  Mr. 
Loomis,  of  New  York,  were  pending  ;  thu  adroitness  w  ith  which  tho 
amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  then  squeezed  into  the 
House,  and  ihe  instantaneous  start  of  the  previous  question,  lo  cut  off 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Loomih,  uf  New  York,  were  exem- 
plary S|ieclit'iens  of  legislative  legerdemain.  And,  although  the  final 
amendment  of  the  Senate  e>mewhr.t  discomposed  the  desperate  fidelity 
of  the  chairman  of  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  his  pledge,  yet  that  untoward  event  waa  not  fairly  Imputable  lo 
bim.  If  he  could  have  kepi  a  quorum  blether  on  Saturday  inch:,  he 
would  have  non-enncurrod  the  amendment,  and  then,  at  a  conference, 
the  Senate  would  have  receded  from  it.  •  But  Monday  morning  it  was 
lo  i  laie.  If  he  had  imn  concurred  then,  his  quorum  might  have  chanced, 
to  slip  from  under  him  while  he  was  holdinc  his  conference  with  the 
Senate,  and  so  he  was  obliged  lo  call  upon  his  majority  of  a  quorum  lo 
toe  the  mark  attain.  Right  about  face,  and  vote  to  concur  in  thai 
amendment,  which  on  Saturday  night  they  had  stubbornly  votod  lu 
nun  concur. 

If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  gel 
over  his  aversion  to  a  discussion  upon  nouns,  pronouns,  veils  and  a>!  ■ 
verts,  he  mizhl  find  an  edifying  text  for  a  lecture  upon  tho  literary 
composition  of  statute  law,  in  his  a  t  for  the  adjustment  ol  the  t*nk 
balances,  as  it  now  stands  amonr  the  rolls  of  the  Department  of  State, 
signed  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  by  Uie  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  Besides  ihe  ahsurdily 
in  ihe  first  section,  punted  out  by  Mr.  A  ,  of  pmvidtng  a  relief  for  de- 
linquent banks,  by  an  exclusive  application  of  It  u>  l«nk*  not  delin- 
quent; tianks  which  have  met  and  shall  hereafter  meet  all  the  re- 
quisitions <>f  the  Department:  besides  this,  ihe  list  amendment  of  the 
Senate  has  got  slowed  sway  in  a  wrong  place,  ll  should  have  been 
added  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  for  it  evidently  refers  lo  the  last  clause  of 
ihe  bill ;  but  as  It  wis  present' d  br  the  Senate  as  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment  of  the  House,  inserted  in  the  body  of  ihe  bill,  tbe  eiuross- 
ing  clerks  seem  lo  have  thought  that  an  amendment  lo  an  amendment 
must  hold  Its  location  wilh  the  amendment  itself.sndc  .<uld  not  bo  trans- 
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ceeding  the  usual  rates  paid  for  congressional  documents 
ordered  by  the  House. 

The  resolution  having  been  received, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  it  as  incur- 


posed.  This  rrwjr  be  s  good  ^tienl  rule,  bui  this  esse  manifestly  requit- 
ed an  exception.  The  amendm-ni,  as  ii  sun>l*  In  the  act,  precede*  a 
clause  which  U  wua  undoubtedly  intended  u>  follow;  and  ihe  whole  sec- 
tion l.wks  like  a  broken  pane  of  glass,  repaired  l»y  thrusting  it  into  a 
worsted  stocking.  The  whole  act,  taken  together,  forms  a  fine  six-clmen 
of  the  figure  of  rhetoric  commonly  called  Oalimalias.  It  will  puzzle 
the  philological  science  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself  to 
give  It  an  operative  rational  construction.  Whatever  construction  he 
may  cive  to  It,  if  It  should  ever  have  to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  a 
judicial  grammatical  investigation,  the  strongest  arcutnenlof  the  Secre- 
tary for  construing  it  into  a  relief  law  will  be  to  address  the  judges  in 
the  words  of  the  poet— 

'•  Be  to  its  faults  s  little  blind, 

Be  to  its  virtues  very  kind. 

Lit  all  its  ways  bo  unconfln'd, 

And  clap  the  padlock— on  the  mind." 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  moming  of  the  16th  of  October,  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  lMh  October,  is  ss  correct  as  could  lie  expected  in  the  hurry  and 
confusion  which  always  attend  the  close  of  a  session  of  (.'oner  ss. 
There  are  in  it,  however,  srveral  mistakes,  which  It  is  necessary 
ahould  lie  corrected.  Mr.  A.  did  not  charge  the  chairman  of  the  C>w 
iniltee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  consum matins  a  bargain  with  certain 
gentlemen  from  I/xiisiana.  This  mistake  become*  more  aggravated 
by  ihe  report  which  represents  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Alabama,  as  saying 
"1  am  the  only  other  member  from  Louisiana."  Mr.  Rica  Gasland 
erroneously  supposed  that  Mr.  A's  charge  applied  to  the  members 
from  tauisiana,  and  especially  to  himself,  because  he  was  the  member 
who,at  the  third  reading  of  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  had  moved 
to  lay  it  aside  until  the  bank  settlement  bill  ah  >,|.i  be  taken  up  and 
•tamed  with  a  lengthened  indulgence  of  time  to  the  delinquent  banks. 
This  was  the  occasion  of  the  memorable,  pledge  of  every  Indulgence 
to  the  delinquent  banks,  given  by  the  chairman  of  Ways  and  Means — 
then  signalized  by  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio— and  re 
deemed  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  October.  But  the  bargain  was 
not  with  "certain  gentlemen  from  Louieiina,"  for  Mr.  H.Johnson 
voted  against  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  and  Mr.  Oakland  did 
not  vuto  upon  it  at  all.  Neither  was  the  bargain  with  Mr.  Chapman. 
who,  though  he  voted  for  the  deposite  postponement  bill,  disapproved, 
and,  it  is  tielieved,  voted  against  the  bank  settlement  bill.  The  sp 
pliaiiceof  the  promise  of  every  Indulgence  to  the  delinquent  banks 
was  to  all  the  member*  from  the  debtor  States.  Their  banks  were  the 
only  banks  that  needed  indulgence.  The  fourth  instalment  was  not 
to  be  withheld  from  them.  They  had  it  already,  and  three  limes  as 
much  more  of  the  public  moneys,  which  should  have  been 
creditor  Stales,  and  which  could  be  withheld  from  them 
ponliig  the  payment  of  the  fourth  instalment. 

A  third  mistake  in  the  report  is  that  which  represents  Mr.  A.  ss 
saying  thai  the  bargain  was  pointed  out  at  th  j  lime  when  It  took  place 
h*  a  eentleman  from  M  issouri.   It  was  by  a  member  from  Ohio,  Mr. 
Mason. 

of  the  act  as  It  finally 
urn  which  Mr.  A 
of  the  Sens 
also  printed  in  italics,  and  < 

upon  the  late  deposite 

I  it  enacted,  4-c  ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lie,  and  he 
Is  hereby,  authorized  to  continue,  to  withdraw  the  public  moneys  now 
remaining  in  any  of  the  firmer  deposite  banks,  in  a  manner  as  gradual 
and  convenient  to  the  Institutions  as shall  be  consistent  with  the  pecu 
nlary  wants  of  the  Government  and  the  safety  of  the  funds  thus  to  be" 
drawn:  slid  thai  uo  further  interest  than  that  required  by  the  deposite 
act  »f  the  twenty-third  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  under  which  those  depjsiies  were  made,  shall  be  demanded  of  any 
bank  which  has  met,  antl  shall  hereafter  meet,  the  requisitions  of 
the  Dei»rtment.  This  provision  shall  also  ox  tend  to  such  public 
moneys  as  mar  remain  in  any  of  the  said  bunks,  whether  standing;  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  ihe  United  Slates,  or  of  any  disbursing 
or  other  public  officer  ol  the  Government. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal 
by  any  of  the  said  bank*  to  comply  with  ihe  requisitions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  as  he  shall  make  them,  lu  cotif  >rmtty  »  ilh  tho 
II nil  section  of  this  act,  suits  ahull  be  instituted,  where  tlut  hits  not 
already  been  done,  lo  recover  the  amounts  due  to  the  United  Sutes. 
iinl-ss  Ihe  defaulting  Ivinks  shall  forthwith  cause  lo  beexuculed  ami 
delivered  to  Iho  Secretary  of  ihe  Troesury,  a  bond,  with  s'.vurily  to 
be  approved  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  pay  lo  Ihe  United 
St  ilea  the  whole  moneys  due  from  it  in  three  instalment*.  The  slrst 
lo  be  pold  on  the  first  day  of  Ju|r  next,  the  second  on  tho  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  ami  thirty-nine,  and  the  remaining  instal- 
ment »n  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  humlrt-d  and  thirty  nine;  [and 
the  default  mentioned  in  this  art,  on  which  interest  is  to  commence 
at  the  rate  of  eix  per  cent,  thalt  be  undcrstvOil  lo  be  the  neglect  or 
omieeion  of  said  ennAs,  or  any  of  them,  lo  ansiter  the  draft*  or  re- 
quisitions qf  the  Sen  eluru  of  Ihe  Treasury,  made  on  Hum  accord- 
ing to  the  provision*  of  the  first  section  of  this  act;]  and  interest 
i  hereon  at  ihe  rale  of  six  per  crulum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  de 


en  paid  lo  the 
only  by  post- 


The  following  Is  a  copy 
words  in  the  first  section 
tulles ;  and  with  the 
the  House,  in  Iho  sea 
within  tickets : 
AN  ACT  for  adjusting  ihe  remaining 


fault,  together  with  any 'damage*  which  irvuy  have  accrued  lo  the 
United  Stales  from  penes:*  of  drafts  drawn  upon  it,  or  from  any  oiher 
consequence  of  Us  failure  tofulfil  Its  obligates  to  the  public  Treasury. 


the 

tho  Committee  on 


.  i  a  .\i  rt tv r. i.Ij.Mi  replied,  mat  u  was  mo  wnj 
he  had  seen  confined  exclusively  to  the  Treasury  re- 
in fact,  none  of  them  had  ever  been  published. 
.  LINCOLN  expressed  his  readiness  to  vote  for  the 


ring  an  expense  without  due 
lion  of  this  kind  ought  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  or 
Library. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  it  had  met  the  ap- 
probation of  the  chairman  of  the  Commiitee  on  the  Library, 
[Mr.  Pattow,]  who  would  have  submitted  the  resolution, 
if  he  had  been  in  the  House,  and  had  also  been  approved 
of  by  another  member  of  thai  committee  ihen  present,  [Mr. 
LlVCOUr,]  and  likewise  by  the  absent  member,  [Mr. 
Chart.] 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  wished  to  tee  the  work  first  be- 
fore he  would  consent  to  its  purchase. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  that  it  was  the  only 
work  I 
porta. 

Mr. 

purchase  of  this  work. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

CUSTODY  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 
Mr.  ROBERTSON  submitted  a  plan  for  the  receipt, 
custody,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  which  he 
ercafter  to  aubn.it ;  and  on  his  motion  it  was 
to  lie  printed. 
ALTERATION  OP  THE  HALL. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  aaked  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  instructed, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  to 
cause  the  chair  of  the  Speaker  and  the  seats  of  the  mem- 
bcis  lo  be  restored  to  their  former  position  in  the  hall. 

Several  members  objected  to  the  introduction  of  the  re- 
solution, when 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to  in- 
troduce the  same. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to,  two-thirds  not  rising  in  it* 
favor. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  received  from  the ! 
a  few  minutes  before,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
mitlec  to  wait  on  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
iuform  him  that,  unless  he  had  other  communications  to 
make  to  Congress,  the  two  Houses  were  about  to  close  the 
present  session  by  an  adjournment,  was  now  taken  up  and 
agreed  U,  and 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Pora,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Tatloh,  of  New  York,  wcro  appointed  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  SUB- 
TREASURY  BILL. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  following  amendment,  which  he  wish- 
ed to  have  moved  to  the  sub-Treasury  bill.  It 
ordered,  on  his  motion,  to  be  printed  : 

lu  the  3d  section  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
in  the  filth  line,  to  the  words  "  ten  thousand  dollars,"  in 
the  ninth  line,  and  insert  Ihe  following: 

"  All  such  exces*  shsll  be  deposited,  without  delay,  lo 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutea,  in  a  bank 
or  banks  most  conveniently  situated,  that  may  be  selected 
by  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  on  condition  that  the 
said  bank  or  banks  are  not  to  u>c  or  employ  the  said  de- 
positee aa  a  fund  for  discount,  nor  mingle  the  same  with 
the  proper  funds  of  the  banka ;  and  that  they  shall  also 
give  receipts  or  certificates  for  the  sum  thus  specifically 
depoaited,  to  return  the  same  when  required ;  and  it  shall 
l>c  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making 
hi*  selection,  to  give  preference  to  such  bank  or  banks  as 
may  at  the  time  be  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  the  State, 


and 
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Territory,  or  District,  in  which  they  are  situated  ;  and,  in 
cane  there  be  no  bank  willing  to  receive  the  public  money 
on  the  tenna  aforesaid,  the  excess  aforesaid  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  some  other  depository  that  may  be  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  :  Provided,  always,  That 
the  disbursing  warrants  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  drawn 
on  the  public  depository  provided  for  in  the  first  section 
of  this  act ;  and.  in  case  of  a  deficit  of  funds  to  meet  the 
aame,  he  or  they  shall  draw  upon  the  funds  specifically  de- 
posited by  him  or  them  in  bank  to  meet  the  same,  under  such 
regulations  aa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe. w 

Mr.  PALMER,  of  New  York,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  lay  on  the  table  and  have  printed  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  sub-Treasury  bill,  which  he  gave  notice  he 
would  move  when  that  subject  should  come  before  the  I 
House  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  ! 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  places 
where  the  amounte  ordinarily  held  in  deposite  at  one  time 
shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  it  shall  he  j 
lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whenever,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  public  interests  will  be  promoted  therehy,  to  . 


employ,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  , 
States,  one  or  more  of  the  8tate  bnnka  as  public  deposito- 
ries, instead  of  the  depositories  provided  for  by  this  act : 
Provided,  That  the  public  funds  ahall  be  placed  therein 
in  special  deposite;  and  the  duties  of  receiving,  keeping, 
and  disbursing  the  same,  and  all  other  duties  required  by 
this  act,  to  bo  rendered  by  the  officers  of  aaid  banks,  for 
such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  and  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  aaid  banka ;  and  said 
banks,  and  the  officers  and  cleiks  thereof,  under  whose 
charge  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  under  like  restraints  from 
loaning  or  using  the  nmc,  and  subject  to  like  penalties  for 
violations  therefor  as  are  provided  for  in  the  first  and  ninth 
sections  of  this  act. 

Mr.  THOMAS  having  reported  that  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  received  for  answer  to  their  message 
to  him  that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make, 

The  House  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  annum!  meeting  of  Congress. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 


SjteTXM  beh  87,  1837. 
MISSISSIPPI  CONTE8TED  ELECTION. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  declaring  the  sitting  members  from  Mississippi 
to  be  entitled  to  their  seats,  came  up  in  order  for  conaider- 
ation,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  Samdkl  J.  Gkolbo.v  and  John  F.  H. 
Claiborje  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  25lh  Con- 
gress, and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats." 

Mr.  Midii  addressed  the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  feel  it  due  to  myself — to  my  peculiar 
position  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
as  dissenting  from  the  report  and  resolution  submitted  by 
its  chairman  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  that  committee — to 
state  the  conclusion*  to  which  my  mind  has  arrived  in  re- 
lation to  the  question  now  pending  before  the  House,  and 
the  reasons  on  which  thoso  conclusions  are  founded.  Con- 
sidering it  a  question  purely  judicial  in  its  character,  1  have 
not,  if  I  know  myself,  been  influenced,  in  the  judgment 
which  I  have  formed  on  it,  by  personal  or  party  consid- 
erations ;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  place  it,  where  alone  it 
ahould  stand,  nn  the  high  ground  of  constitutional  law. 

We  are  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  the  eilting  mem- 
bers from  the  State  of  Mississippi  are  rightfully  entitled  to 
scats  on  this  floor,  as  Representatives  of  that  State  1  To 
enable  us  to  decide  this  question  correctly,  a  brief  statement 
of  the  fact*  connected  with  it  is  necessary. 

By  the  laws  of  Mississippi,  the  first  Monday  and  follow- 
ing day  in  November  of  every  alternate  year,  succeeding 
the  dissolution  of  each  Congress,  is  the  time  fixed  upon 
for  holding  elections  for  Representatives  from  that  State. 
An  extra  session,  however,  having  been  convened  by  the 
President,  to  assemble  two  months  in  advance  of  the  time 
thus  prescribed,  writ*  were  issued  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  directing  an  election  to  be  held  for  Representatives 
at  a  given  period  in  July  last.  The  writ  contained  a  pro- 
vision limiting  the  term  of  service  of  the  persons  to  be 
elected  under  it,  to  such  lime  as  they  should  be  superseded 
by  Representatives  to  be  choaen  in  November  next.  In 
point  of  fact,  the  election  was  held  ;  and  it  appears  from  a 
printed  statement,  authenticated  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  Mississippi,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee,  that 
the  sitting  members  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled. 
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At  the  instance  of  those  genUenfen,  an  inquiry  i*  now 
instituted  into  the  validity  of  their  title  to  seat*  in  this 
House,  and  into  the  duration  of  their  term  of  service. 
They  claim  to  be  members  for  the  entire  term  of  th«  25th 
Congress,  and  the  resolution  before  the  House,  sustaining 
them  in  that  claim,  affirms  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  is- 
sue the  writ,  bat  rejects  the  limitation  on  the  term  of  ser- 
vice contained  in  it  as  surplusage. 

The  question  arise*,  was  there  such  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  of  Mississippi  as  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  that  State  to  issue  writ*  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  1 
The  answer  to  this  inquiry  involves  questions  of  constitu- 
tional and  legal  resort.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  Representatives  shall  be  choaen— cho- 
sen every  second  year — chosen  by  the  electors  qualified  to 
vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures— chosen  at  such  times,  at  such  place*,  and  in  auch 
manner,  as  the  Legislature*  of  the  respective  States  may 
prescribe.  Here  is  an  injunction  positive,  express,  and 
imperative,  on  the  State  Legislatures.  They  are  made 
the  agent*  of  the  constitution  to  perform  this  specific  duty. 
As  agents  they  cannot,  by  special  enactment  even,  tranafer 
this  power  to  a  sub-agent ;  much  less  will  their  omission 
to  exercise  it  operate  any  such  transfer.  The  constitution 
presumes  that  each  agent  to  whom  particular  trusts  are 
assigned,  will  execute  those  trusts  in  a  apirit  which  dicta- 
ted their  assignment.  On  this  presumption  hinges  the 
continued  and  harmonioua  action  of  our  complex  system 
of  government.  The  motion  of  its  entire  machinery  is 
dependent  on  the  motion,  in  their  prescribed  spheres,  of 
its  particular  parts.  It  is  admitted  by  the  Federalist,  a 
work  second  in  authority  only  to  the  constitution  itself, 
thai  the  State  Legislatures,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may 
virtually  dissolve  the  Union,  by  refusing  to  elect  Senators 
to  Congress.  In  like  manner  could  dissolution  be  effected 
by  their  refusal  to  pass  laws  regulating  elections  to  this 
body,  but  that  a  contingent  and  paramount  power  ia  vested 
in  Congress,  to  provide  against  such  refusal.  "The 
times,  places,  and  manner,"  says  the  constitution,  "of 
choosing  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof ;  but  the  Congress 
may,  atony  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  auch  regulation*." 
The  Legislatures,  being  themselves  the(electore  of  Senators, 
may  refuse  to  choose  them,  and  there  is  no  penal  sanction 
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known  to  the  constitution  to  enforce  compliance  with  this 
particular  duty ;  but  they  cannot  prevent  the  people  from  act- 
ing in  conformity  with  the  regulations  which  Congress  may 
prescribe  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Representatives.  The 
power,  then,  of  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  continued  existence  of  this  House  may 
be  necessary  to  that  object,  on  the  fail  urn  to  act  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  is  delegated  to  Congress,  and  to  Con- 
gress alone.  It  is  beyond  the  competency  of  the  Governor 
of  a  Slate,  l»y  writ,  or  of  this  House,  by  a  simple  vote  or 
resolution,  to  eiercUc  any  auch  power. 

The  question  next  arises,  has  the  Legislature  of  Missis- 
sippi discharged  iu  constitutional  duty  1  Has  that  body 
fixed  upon  "the  times,  places,  and  mann*  of  holding 
•lections  for  Representatives"  to  Congress  1  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  bands  that  it  has.  But  as  Congress  was 
convened  to  assemble  in  September,  and  as  the  November 
following  was  tha  time  fixed  upon  by  law  for  choosing 
Representatives,  the  Governor  saw  that,  as  things  then 
stood",  Mississippi  would  remain  for  several  months  unrep- 
resented on  this  floor.  He  felt  himself  called  upon  to  act 
in  some  mode.  But  as  he  had  sworn  to  support  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  lawa  of  Mississippi 


lion  from  a  State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  is- 
sue writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 

This  clause  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  its  letter 
and  iu  spirit,  and  in  reference  to  its  centoxt.  The  essence 
of  a  just  construction  consists  in  the  harmonious  combina- 
tion, and  tendency  to  the  same  conclusion,  of  these  three 
principles.  The  plain  sense  and  meaning  of  the  worda 
employed,  is  the  letter  of  the  clause.  The  object  to  be 
accomplished,  the  mischief  to  be  averted  nr  remedied,  is 
iu  spirit.  Its  context  should  bo  consulted  for  the  purpose 
of  reconciling  and  conforming  its  construction  as  well  to 
what  follows,  as  to  what  precedes  it,  in  the  same  instru- 
ment. Let  us  apply  these  rules  of  construction  to  the 
clause  under  consideration. 

And  first  as  to  its  letter:  "  When  vacancies  happen." 
Of  vacancies,  I  will  premise,  there  are  two  kinds,  periodi- 
cal and  casual.  A  periodical  vacancy  ia  one  created  by 
the  constitution,  or  by  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof. 
It  is  caused  by  the  foresees:  snd  foreknown  efflux  of  time- 
by  the  expiration  of  a  pre-ordained  term  of  service.  This, 
is  a  vacancy,  which,  capable  of  being  foreseen,  can  be  pro- 
vided against  by  law.  The  other  is  a  vacancy  which 
"  happen*"— which  is  the  result  of  accident — which  unex- 


le  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  as  the  law  of  Mississippi  j  peeled ly  occurs — which,  in  short,  is  occasioned  by  death, 


regulating  ejections  was  not  only  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution,  but  in  obedience  to  its  express  and  imperative 
mandates,  he  was  bound  by  the  obligation  of  his  oath  of 
office  to  conform  to  its  requisitions.  He  deemed  it  beyond 
his  competency  to  niter  the  regulations  established  by  law, 
to  order  an  election  for  Representatives  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice would  extend  beyond  the  period  fixed  upon  by  statute 
for  that  purpose.  He  did  not  hold  to  the  doctrine — be 
repudiated  it  in  practice — that,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  8tate,  he  could  nullify,  by  proclamation  or  otherwise, 
a  law  of  the  State.  Hence  originated  the  limitation  in  hie 
writ.  But,  in  endeavoring  to  steer  clear  of  one  constitu- 
tional difficulty,  he  haa  encountered  another  not  leas  irre- 
movable. The  very  necessity  of  limiting  the  writ,  imposed 
by  his  obligation  to  conform  to  a  constitutional  law,  ought 
to  have  induced  him  to  question  his  right  of  issuing  the 
writ  itself.  Due  reflection,  I  think,  would  have  convinced 
him  that  the  fractional  part  of  a  term,  commencing  either 
at  the  beginning,  or  at  any  intermediate  point,  could  not 
be  filled  consistently  with  the  constitution,  unless  the  in- 
cumbency extended  to  the  conclusion  of  the  term  ;  which 
it  could  not  have  done  in  the  present  instance,  without 
entning  in  contact  with  the  law.  The  tenure  of  office  be- 
ing fixed  in  the  constitution,  and  provision  made  for  filling 
vacancies,  the  term  of  a  Representative,  no  matter  at  whut 
point  commencing,  ends  at  the  same  common  goal. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  should  the  Governor  have 
done  7  Was  Mississippi  to  be  deprived  of  her  right  of  be- 
ing represented  in  this  body,  by  mere  technical  objections? 
By  no  means.  An  obvious  remedy  w.isathand.  By  ex- 
erting hia  power  of  convocation,  he  could  have  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Legislature, 
eonvenrd  for  the  special  purpose  of  amending  the  election 
law  of  the  State.  Ample  time  to  have  done  to  was  afford- 
ed him,  between  May,  the  date  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation, and  September,  the  designated  period  of  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  ;  so  that  necessity,  the 
tyrant's  plea,  cannot  be  availed  of  in  this  instance.  With 
equal  justice  the  same  plea — reason  I  will  not  call  it— 
mi^lit  have  been  urged  by  the  President  against  convening 
the  extra  session  itself,  and  in  favor  of  the  usurpation  by 
him  of  the  powers  of  legislation. 

I  have  already  expressed  the  opinion,  Mr.  8peaker,  that 
in  the  present  case,  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  hsd  no 
authority  to  i»*tie  writs,  with  or  without  limitation.  I  here 
distinctly  reassert  that  proposition.  The  clause  of  the 
constitution  relied  upon  by  those  who  hold  adversely  is  the 
::  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 


resignation,  expulsion,  or  other  casualty.  To  provide, 
temporarily,  for  filling  vacancies  of  the  latter  kind,  is  of 
the  resort"  of  the  executive  department  of  a  State  govern- 
ment. - 

Dut  the  vacancies  must  not  only  happen,  but  "  happen 
in  the  representation  from  a  Stale."  Representation  mesne 
representatives  of  a  collective  body.  It  necessarily  sup- 
pose*, therefore,  a  pre-existing  body.  In  the  composition 
of  representation,  representatives  are  essential  elements. 
There  must  be  representatives  from  a  State,  before  i 
con  be  a  vacancy  in  its  representation ;  and  a ' 
happen  in  its  representation,  before  "  the  executive  auth- 
ority thereof  can  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  auch  vacancy." 

Having  said  thus  much  in  relation  to  the  letter,  I  will 
now  address  myself  to  the  spirit  of  the  clause  in  question. 
In  constituting  a  legislative  body  for  the  Union,  the  con- 
vention ordained  that  it  should  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  intended  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  constitute  the  federative,  and  thie  House  ihe 
representative,  feature  of  the  new  Government.  That  the 
members  of  the  Senate  should  be  the  exponents  ef  the  will 
or  the  Statee  in  their  capacity  of  Statea,  without  regard  to 
population.  And  that  this  House  should  be  a  homogene- 
ous body,  consisting  or  an  equal  and  uniform  representa- 
tion of  the  people  of  tho  States,  having  numbers  for  ita 
basis.  The  convention,  therefore,  keeping  these  objects 
in  view,  provided  that  Senators  should  be  chosen  by  the 
State  Legislatures,  and  Representatives  by  the  people  of 
the  Statea,  at  auch  times  and  places,  and  in  auch  manner 
as  the  Legislatures  thereof  might  prescribe.  And  in  or- 
der to  guard  effectually  against  the  possible  omission  or  re* 
fuss  I  of  the  State  Legislatures  to  discharge  the  duties  thus 
enjoined,  an  ultimate  and  paramount  jurisdiction  was  con- 
ferred on  Congress,  to  make  the  necessary  regulalicma 
contingent  on  such  neglect  or  refusal.  If  it  had  been,  and 
I -eon  known  to  be,  by  the  convention,  that  members  of 
Congress  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  accident — that 
they  could  neither  die  nor  resign,  nor  be  removed  by  any 
other  casualty — that  vacancies,  other  than  those  caused 
by  lapse  of  time,  could  not  exist  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, would  the  power  of  filling  them  in  the  first  instance, 
or  of  providing  for  their  being  filled  in  the  other,  have 
been  lodged  elsewhere  than  with  the  8tnte  Legislatures  1 
No  necessity  would  have  existed,  of  providing  against  va- 
cancies that  could  not  happen.  The  convention  knew, 
however,  that  membership  carried  with  it  no  talismanic 
exemption  from  the  common  accidentt  of  humanity,  «»d 

happen,  pending  the  ses- 
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•ion  ot  Congrt>.^,  and  during'  the  recces  of  tbe  State  L*gu- 

It  wu,  therefore,  wisely  ordained  that  the  Gov- 
shouhl  hold  in  hi*  hands  a  provisional  remedy  ;  lo 
be  exercised,  however,  in  strict  subordination  lo  the  laws 

But  it  may  be  said  that  tbe  mischief  intended  to  be  re- 
medied was  the  prevention  of  vacancies,  however  occa- 
aiooed ;  whether  by  laps*  of  lime,  or  by  casualty  ;  whether 
by  die  neglect  of  the  Legislature  to  create  a  representation, 
or  by  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  representation  when 
created.  To  which  1  reply,  that  such  could  not  be  tbe 
fact  in  relation  to  periodical  vaeaucies;  because,  1st.  It  is 
contrary,  as  i  have  ohown,  to  tbe  plain  import  of  the  words 
employed  io  conferring  the  power.  2d.  Because  two  rem- 
edies had  already  been  provided  against  periodical  va- 
cancies, viz;  the  legislative  authority  of  the  States  and, 
ultimately,  of  Congress.  And,  3d.  Because  tbe  mode  of 
exercLing  the  jurisdiction  thus  conferred  was  left,  exclu- 
sively, to  the  discretion  of  those  bodice.  I  reply,  further, 
that  the  Governor,  even  conceding  him  the  power,  could 
not  exercise  it  in  derogation  of  an  existing  law  of  the  State, 
or  of  ue  General  Government.  The  delegation  of  the 
power  to  the  State  Legislatures  and  lo 
and  unequivocal— to  the  Governor,  at 
doubtful ;  and  when  an  express  power  comes  in  contact 
with  an  implied  ouc,  no  doubt  can  ariie  as  to  which  should 
yield. 

I  infer,  moreover,  thai  the  construction  for  which  I  con- 
tend ia  the  true  one,  because  it  was  (he  evident  intention 
of  the  convention  to  commit  the  regulation  of  elections  to 
tho  guuiJiansbip  of  law  :  in  order  that  tbe  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  them  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  insure  no- 
toriety, and  io  consult  the  convenience  and  conform  to  the 
habits  of  the  constituent  body.  Whereas  tbe  power,  if 
confided  to  executive  discretion,  might  bo  exercised  capri- 
ciously and  oppressively,  and  perverted  to  sinister  political 
purposes,  by  giving  short  ami  inadequate  notices  as  to 
"the  litnc*,"  hy  making  inconvenient  selections  of  "  the 
places,"  and  by  substituting,  for  the  accustomed  "man- 
ner," some  new  and  unusual  device,  foreign  lo  the  habi- 
tudes of  the  people. 

But  it  U,  likewise,  a  sound  and  established  rule  of  con- 
struction, that  each  clause  of  an  in»lruu>ent  should  be  in- 
terpreted in  reference  to  its  context.  So  that,  while  full 
energy  is  imparted  to  the  power  conferred  by  a  particular 
clause,  it  may  be  exerted  without  encroachment  on,  or  col- 
with,  the  powers  elsewhere  vested  by  the  remaining 
The  construction  for  which  1  contend,  in  the 
present  instance,  is  in  strict  c«i  iforinity  with  this  rulo. 
Establish  it,  and  no  collision  can  possibly  arise  between 
tbe  legislate  and  executive  departments  of  a  State  Gov- 
ernment Harmony  will  lie  "  the  full  effect  and  joint  re- 
salt  of  all."  The  Legislature  will  have  discharged  its 
dnty  of  prescribing  the  limes,  place*,  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing the  election.  A  representation  will,  thereby,  have 
been  creeled,  and  a  vacancy  have  happened  in  thai  repre- 
sentation. The  Governor,  therefore,  in  issuing  writs  to 
fill  such  vacancies,  cannot  interfere  wiih  the  law,  because 
aa  election  will  have  been  held  in  conformity  with  the  law, 
and  the  time  of  holding  the  election,  as  prescribed  by  law, 


Tbe  contrary  construction  tenJs  to  produce  conflict  and 
collision  between  the  legislative  end  executive  authorities 
of  a  Stele.  It  affirms  that  tho  jurisdiction  of  tho  Governor 
is  original  and  paramount,  not  contingent  and  subordinate, 
to  the  legieletive  authority,  it  makes  an  edict  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive more  authoritative  and  potential  than  a  positive  en- 
actment of  law.  For  if  it  lie  within  the  palo  of  his  powers 
to  provide  for  filling  periodical  vacancies,  it  is  bis  impera- 
tive duty  to  do  so— for  ••a/ia/f  U  tbe  language  of  the 


constitution — whenever  a  vacancy  esuu.  l*et  ua  examine 
into  tbe  piactical  effects  of  thia  doctrine.    Vacancies  of 


this  kind  exist  in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  during 
several  months  succeeding  the  expiration  of  every  congres- 
sional term.  It  would  follow,  then,  that  the  Governor  not 
only  had  the  power,  but  was  in  duty  bound,  whenever 
such  vacancies  occurred,  to  suspend  the  law  of  the  State, 
and  substitute  a  regulation  of  his  own  io  its  stead.  But 
if,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  he  were  to  advance  a 
pretension  so  absurd,  and  attempt  to  carry  it  out  in  prac- 
tice, be  would  be  deemed  more  worthy  of  being  endued  in 
a  strait  jacket,  than  of  being  clothed  with  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  a  sovereign  State.  And  yet  of  this 
absurdity  must  he  be  convicted,  who  contends  for  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  over  cases  of  periodical  va- 
cancy !  , 

In  the  interpretation  which  I  have  givou  of  tbe  cLiuse 
under  consideration,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  remarked  that 
I  do  not  rely  only,  or  mainly,  on  tho  philological  significa- 
tion of  the  word  "  happen,'1  or  of  any  other  wotd  isolated 
and  torn  from  its  context;  but  upon  the  plain  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  enure  clause,  giving  due  force  and  effect 
to  its  governing  and  restraining  members,  end  taken  in 
connexion  with  othar  provisions  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  it  is  subordinate,  and  of  which  it  is  tbe  temporary 
and  contingent  substitute. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend  is  in  conformity 
with  contemporaneous  expositions  made  of  it  in  the  State 
conventions  by  which  the  constitution  was  ratified,  and 
with  tbe  uniform  practice  of  the  8tate  Governments,  under 
that  instrument,  from  the  date  of  its  adoption  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  annals  of  our  past  history  will  be  ransack- 
ed in  vain  for  a  precedent  showing  that  the  Governor  of  a 
State  has  ever  directed  an  election  to  be  held  for  filling  a 
periodical  vacancy  in  this  House ;  much  less  of  exercising 
such  a  power  in  abrogation  of  a  constitutional  law  of  the 
8  tate. 

[Here  Mr.  Macet  referred  lo,  and  commented  on, 
several  cases  which  happened  in  the  Senate,  in  which  the 
construction  contended  for  by  him  "was  distinctly  recog- 
nised.] 

But  it  may  be  said  that,  in  the  case  before  us,  the  va- 
cancy was  created  by  the  act  of  the  President  in  convening 
Congress,  and  that  that  was  a  casualty  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  against;  inasmuch  as  the 
President  himself,  if  we  ore  to  credit  his  own  avouchmcnt, 
did  not  anticipate  it  eight  days  before  it  happened.  To 
which  I  reply  that  the  vacancy  commenced  to  exist  on  tbe 
4th  of  March  last,  three  mouths  anterior  to  the  date  of  the 
proclamation.  The  constitution  limits  tbe  term  of  service 
of  Keprrsontalives  to  two  years.  Congress  having  as- 
sembled, for  the  first  time,  on  the  4lh  of  March,  1760, 
tho  official  existence  of  tbe  members  of  its  representative 
branch,  expires  on  the  seme  day  of  every  alternate  con- 
secutive year.  The  vacancy,  therefore,  commences  on  the 
4th  of  March  succeeding  the  dissolution  of  every  Congress. 

But  even  conceding  lo  the  Slate  Executive*  the  power 
of  providing,  by  writ,  for  the  filling  of  periodical  vacancies, 
still  it  cannot  be  exercised  in  derogation  of  an  existing 
statute,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  regulating 
elections.  A  statute  thus  euacted  becomes  part  and  parcel 
of  the  constitutional  provision  commanding  its  enactment. 
While  unrepealed,  ii  is  quite  as  obligatory,  it  is  as  much 
the  law  of  the  land,  aa  the  constitution  itself.  Vet  tha 
construction  contended  for,  in  Ibe  present  instance,  involves 
the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  tho  Governor  of  Mississippi 
could,  through  the  mere  instrumentality  of  writs  of  elec- 
tion, annul  and  abrogate  a  law  of  that  State,  the  constitu- 
tionality of  which  staude  unquestioned  and  unquestionable ! 
or  rather  that  this  House  can,  by  construction,  and  assumed 
legal  intendment,  impart  to  the  Governor**  writ  this  po- 
tential efficacy  :  for  the  Governor  himself,  on  ground* 
however  erroneous,  has  endeavored  to  conform  hia  writ  to 
the  requisitions  of  ihe  law. 
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I  think  BuweeJtd 


.  I  have  thai  attempted  to  prove, 
in  proving— 

let.  That  it  is  made  imperative  upon  the  State  Legisla- 
tures to  pans  laws  regulating  election*  for  Representative* 
to  Confcres*. 

2d.  That  in  tho  event  of  the  failure,  on  the  part  of  those 
bodice,  to  diecbarge  thia  duty,  of  to  to  diechirge  it  as  to 
accomplish  the  object  intended,  authority  is  vested,  not  in 
the  executive  department  of  a  8tate,  but  in  Congrees,  "  to 
make  or  alter  such  regulations." 

3d.  That  the  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  of  a 
Slate  extends  to  cases  Only  where  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation. created  by  law. 

4lh.  That  even  admitting  his  jurisdiction  to  extend  to 
all  cases  or  vacancy,  periodical  or  otherwise,  he  cannot  ex- 
ercise it  in  contravention  of  law. 

And,  6th.  That  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  having 
discharged  its  constitutional  duty,  the  Governor  of  that 
Slate  could  not,  by  writ,  nor  can  this  -House,  by  resolu- 
tion, suspend  or  annul  one  iota  of  its  provisions. 

These  positions  having  been  established,  the  inference 
n  irresistible,  that  the  sitting  members  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  this  House. 

But,  Mr.  8peaker,  should  we  pass  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  what  will  be  the  eonneqiiences  ?  The 
sheriffs  in  the  respective  counties  of  Mississippi  are  aworn 
to  execute  the  law*  of  that  State.  One  of  those  laws 
provides  that  an  election  for  Representatives  to  this  body 
shall  be  held  in  November  next.  They  will  be  bound  to 
hold  it  by  the  obligation  of  their  oaths  of  office.  Suppose 
thai,  at  the  election  thus  to  be  held,  Representatives  other 
than  the  sitting  members  shall  be  chosen;  and  that,  at 
the  next  regular  session  in  December,  they  should  present 
themselves  before  u*,  holding  in  one  .hand  credentials  con- 
forming in  every  respect  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  law, 
and  in  the  other  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  spd 
the  law  of  Mississippi  regulating  elections  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  and  denfand  admission  on  this  floor  as  the 
rightful  Representatives  of  the  people  of  that  State:  Will 
you,  can  you,  refuse  them  1  If  you  do,  sir,  I  venture  to 
predict  that  the  act  of  refusal  will  be  without  sequel,  as  it 
is  Without  precedent;  that  it  will  stand  out,  in  all  time  to 
come,  isolated  and  alone,  a  beacon  of  avoidance,  not  an 
example  for  imitation. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  reported  on  behalf  of  a1  majority  of 
the  committee : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  Reaolved,"  and  insert, 

That  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  not  having  been 
duly  elected  members  of,,  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  88th  Congress,  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  are  not 
entitled  to  seats  upon  this  floor  as  such." 

Octoieb  3,  1837. 

Subttantenf  Mr.  Slave's  re  mar  kg  in  the  Jlouxt  of  Repre- 
sentative* of  the  United  Statu,  on  the  blUaUiippi  am- 
luted  elect  tan . 

The  question  in  this  case  is  prevented  for  discussion  up- 
on the  following  state  of  facts.  The  term  of  office  of  the 
members  in  the  14th  Congress  from  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi, expired  on  the  8d  of  March  la«t.  The  standing  law  of 
that  State,  "regulating  elections,"  provides  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress  shall  he  elected  on  the  first  Mon- 
day and  day  following  in  November  biennially,  commenc- 
ing with  the  year  1833.  Vacancies,  therefore,  existed  in  the 
representation  from  the  8tal#  of  Mississippi,  commencing  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  which  could  not  be  filled,  under  tbe 
elation  law  of  that  State,  until  the  day  following  the  first 
Monday  of  November  next.  The  President  having,  in  tbe 
meantime,  called  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  be  holden 
before  the  first  Monday  of  November,  the  Governor  of  Mia- 


nissippi,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  vacancies,  and  se- 
curing a  representation  of  that  State  in  Congress  at  tbe  ex- 
tra session,  issued,  on  the  13th  of  June  last,  writ*  of  elec- 
tion, reciting  the  call  of  the  extra  session,  and  tbe  fact  of 
ihe  vacancies,  and  requiring  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties to  hold  elections  on  the  3d  Monday  and  day  following 
in  July,  "  for  two  representatives  to  Congress  to  fill  said  va- 
cancy, until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be  elected  at  the 
next  regular  election  on  tbe  first  Monday  and  day  follow- 
ing in  November."  The  election  was  holden  in  pursuance 
of  the  writs  thus  issued,  and  thereupon  the  sitting  mem- 
bers [Messrs.  Claisobkb  and  Gaoisoir]  were  elected, 
'i'hii  election  baring  been  submitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  they  have  reported  the  following  resolu- 


"Krjohed,  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  John  F.  II. 
Claiborne  are  elected  members  to  the  S5th  Congress,  and  as 
such  are  entitled  to  their  seats." 

Under  this  report,  Messrs.  Gholson  and  Claiborne  claim 
seats  in  this  body,  not  merely  until  tho  day  following  the 
first  Monday  of  November  next,  but  for  the  whole  duration 
of  the  Congress,  terminating  on  Ihe  3d  of  March,  1839. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  there  has  l*en  no 
election  agreeably  to  tbe  constitution  of  the  United  State*, 
and  that  tbe  returned  members  are  not  entitled -to  seats  for 
any  portion  of  the  duration  of  the  25th  Congtew. 

I  do  not  (said  Mr.  S.)  agree  to  either  of  these  positions. 
I  believe  that  the  returned  members  have  been  duly  elected  ; 
not,  however,  for  the  entire  duration  of  the  85th  Congress, 
but  until  the  day  following  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next,  that  being,  as  I  think,  the  termination  of  the  va,cm- 
ciea  which  commenced  on  the  4lh  of  March  last. 

Those  who  maintain  that  there  has  been  no  legal  elec- 
tion, do  it  mairtly  on  the  ground  that  the  case  docs  not 
come  within  that  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Stales  which  provides  for  the  filling  of  vscancies  in  the 
representation  in  Congress,  inasmuch  as  that  provides  that, 
"  when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any 
State,  the  executive  authority  theteof  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies"  It  is  contended  that  the 
vscancies  in  this  case  have  not  "happened."  It  is  admit- 
tedthat  there  were  •<  vacancies,"  but  that,  having  occurred 
in  consequence  of  the  regular  expiration  of  a  congressional 
term,  they  did  not  "happen"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
constitution,  and  therefore  could  not  be  filled  under  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  authorizing  the  filling  of  vacan- 
cies. 

In  seeking  for  a  just  construction  of  this  clsuae  of  the 
constitution,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  what  was  tho  ol^ject  of 
it.  Manifestly  it  was  to  secure  a  full  representation  of  the 
people.  A  continued  vacancy  was  the  evil  to  be  avoided. 
The  manner  in  which  it  should  take  place,  was  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  sn  incidental  and  subordinste  consider- 
ation. The  filling  of  the  vacancy  was  the  great  object ; 
and  when  the  framers  of  the  constitution  undertook  to  i 


provision  Tor  it,  tho  manner  in  which  the  vacancy  should 
occur  is  not  to  lie  preaurned  to  hsve  entered  distinctly  into 
their  contemplation.  If  that  had  been  deemed  material, 
and  so  msterinl  as  thst  the  great  question  whether  a 
cy  was  or  was  not  to  be  tilled,  and  the  people  were  or 
not  to  be  represented  in  this  body,  wan  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the'vaesny  occurred,  it  is  in- 
credible Ihst  more  explicit  language  than  tbe  word  happen 
should  not  have  been  used.  If  ihe  distinction  now  con- 
tended for  had  entered  into  the  conceptions  of  the  framers 
of  tbe  constitution,  it  would  have  been  indicated  by  appro- 
priate language,  such  as  •'  when  vacancies  happen  by 
death,  resignation,  or  other  unforeseen  occurrence."  Neith- 
er these,  however,  nor  any  other  qualifying  terms  were  em- 
ployed ;  but  a  general  and  familiar  term  was  used  without 
qualification — a  term  which  may,  indeed,  mean  tbe  ocenr- 
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unforeseen  cause,  when  the  connexion  evidently 
Mich  a  meaning,  but  which,  in  ite  general  and  popular  use, 
doe*  not  necessarily  bear  inch  a  signification. 

.To  chow,  however,  that  such  mutt  be  its  meaning,  the 
authority  of  lexicographers  ban  been  introduced.  We 
were  last  evening  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Masoir,]  with  a  definition  from  Johnson,  favoring  the 
signification  contended  for.  But,  sir,  this  is  a  question  which 
is  not  to  be  conclusively  settled  by  dictionaries.  There  are 
shades  of  meaning  to  numerous  words  in  our  language,  de- 
pending on  the  various  connexions  in  which  they  are  used, 
which  no  dictionaries  accurately  describe,  but  in  regard  to 
winch,  plain  common  cense  will  seldom  be  mistaken.  -Such 
is  the  present  case.  Let  a  man  of  good  common  sense 
take  op  the  conslitolion  of  the  United  8tates,  «nd  read 
that  "when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from 
any  8tate,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  write 
of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies,"  and  what  will  be  his 
first  impressions  1 — especially  when  he  finds  that  thia  is 
the  only  provision  for  filling  vacancies  and  securing  to  the 
people  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  great  fundamental  right 
of  representation.  Will  be  search  for  a  restricted  mean- 
ing to  the  word  "happen,"  which  shall  manifestly  defeat 
the  great  purpose  of  the  provision  in  regard  to  a  large 
class  of  cases  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been  un- 
foreseen by  the  (ranters  of  the  constitution  1  Will  he  not 
rather  find  deeply  impressed  upon  the  whole  context,  the 
idea  that  all  vacancies,  however  occurring,  were  intended 
to  be  provided  for  i 

I  admit  that  violence  most  not  be  done  to  language  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  it  a  scope  which  shall  embrace  cases 
presumed  to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of  those, 
who  need  it.  If  it  clearly  and  undeniably  meana  on*  thing, 
and  that  only,  no  intendment,  however  beneficial  or  neces- 
sary, must  be  permitted  to  enlarge  its  meaning.  But  is 
lb*  meaning  of  the  word  happen  an  mis  case  so  dearly 
and  undeniably  what  is  contended  for  by  the  objectors  to 
the  validity  of  the  election  1  Far  from  it.  The  very  au- 
thority which  ba»  been  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
shows  that  it  is  not;  for  among  the  varieties  of  significa- 
tion which  it  gives  to  the  word  happen,  I  find  the  follow- 
ing— "To  fall  out — to  chance — to  come  to  past."  The 
vacancies  in  the  present  case  have  not,  it  is  true,  faHen 
out  by  chance— having  been  produced  neither  by  death, 
resignation,  nor  any  other  unforeseen  occurrence.  But  they 
have  "  come  to  pass"  by  the  operation  of  two  established 
laws;  the  oue  termanating  the  distance  of  the  84th  Con- 
gress on  the  3d  of  March  last,  arid  the  other  fixing  the 
election  in  Mississippi  for  the  succeeding  Congress  in  No- 
vember next.  Surely,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  opponents  of  this 
election  cannot  contend  that  the  word  happen  is  clearly 
and  undeniably  restricted  to  a  mere  contingency ;  and 
rfore  they  have  no  right  to  insist  on  a  meaning  in  this 
•h  shall  fail  to  carry  out  the  obvious  intent  of  the 
i  of  the  Constitution.  But  if  the  construction  for 
which  I  contend  were  less  certain;  if  it  were  doubtful 
whether  happen  meana  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  the  ar- 
gument would  still  bo  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  election. 
How  are  doubts  to  be  regarded  in  a  ca>r  like  thia  1  Favor- 
ably, beyond  all  question,  to  the  rights  of  the  people— the 
great  object  intended  to  bo  secured  by  the  provision  in 
question.'  What  is  the  rule  in  the  case  of  a  common 
grant  1  That  the  grantee  shall  have  the  benefit  of  all 
doubts  arising  upon  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the 
grant.  Thus  a  grant  of  franchisee  from  a  king  to  his 
subjects  would  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  true  here  is  no  grant;  but  there  is  a  reservation 
of  right  to  the  people  for  a  great  and  valuable  purpose  i  and 
all  intendment*  should  be  in  favor  of  the  full  and  free  en- 
joyment of  this  right. 

I  have  said  that  the  construction  in  cases  of  doubt  should 
he  such  as  to  secure  the  purpose  of  the  grant.    What  that 
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purpose  is  has  been  well  described,1  in  an  analogous  case, 
by  Mr.  Wirt,  while  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales. 
In  the  year  1688,  the  question  arose  whether  the  Presi- 
dent could,  under  the  authority  to  fill  vacancies  happening 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  fill  a  vacancy  which  oc- 
curred during  the  session  of  that  body,  but  which,  not  hav- 
ing been  filled  by  it,  remained  vacant  after  its  adjournment. 
Upon  the  submission  of  this  question  to  bini  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Wirt  decided,  that  the  vacancy  happened,  w  ith- 
in the  meaning  «f  the  constitution  during  the  reccu  of 
the  Senate,  though  originally  occurring  belore  its  adjourn- 
ment; and  that  therefore  the  President  might  properly  fill 
I  it.    In  giving  this  opinion  be  said : 

"The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was,  to 
keep  these  office*  filled ;  and  powers  adequate  to  this  pur- 
pose were  intended  to  be  conveyed.  But  if  the  President 
shall  not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circum- 
stanced, the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the 
substance  of  the  constitution  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  dubious 
construction  of  its  letter.  •  •  •  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  the  onty  construction  of  the  constitution  which  is  com- 
patible with  it*  spirit,  reason,  and  purpose,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  offers  no  violence  to  it*  language ;  and  these, 
I  think,  are  the  governing  points  to  which  all  sound  construc- 
tion looks.  The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  more 
strictly  consOuant  with  the  mere  letter.  But  it  overlooks  the 
spirit,  reason,  and  purpose ;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely 
literal,  its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
con  ven;encee." 

Now,  Mr.  8peaker,  I  submit  whrther  there  is  a  single 
reason  for  the  decision  of  Mr.  Wirt  in  the  case  cited,  which 
doee  not  apply  to  the  case  before  us  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fees, 
more  important  that  his  construction  should  be  adopted  in 
thia  case  than  in  that  !  That  was  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
a  mere  coUeotership.  This  in  the  representation  of  the 
people  in  the  most  important  legislative  assembly  in  lb* 
country.  If  it  might,  in  that  case  be  said,  surely  it  may 
be  in  this,  that  "the  opposite  construction  overlook* 
the^spirk,  reason,  and  purpose  ^  of  the  constitution,  and 

mem." 

Having  thus,  as  1  trust,  shown  that  there  was  a  vacancy 
in  the  representation  of  Mississippi  which  might  be  constir 
tulionaliy  filled  by  a  special  election  holden  under  the  call 
of  "  the  Executive  authority  thereof,"  the  question  arises— 
what  was  tbo  vacancy  to  be  filled  1 

It  »  contended  that  the  vacancy  to  tie  fitted  was  the 
representation  from  the  8late  of  Mississippi  for  the  entire 
term  of  the  the  25th  Congress,  and  therefore,  although  the 
freemen  of  that  Slate  were  required  by  the  Governor  "  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the  members  to  be 
elected"  in  November  next,  yet,  that  the  returned  mem- 
bers were,  in  fad,  elected  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  3d  of  March  last. 

What  was  the  legal  limit  of  the  vacancy  ?  is  the  ques- 
tion. Independent  of  any  constitutions!  provision  it  had 
no  limit)  that  is,  there  was  an  absence  of  all  future  repre- 
sentation from  that  State.  But  this  perpetual  vacancy  wss 
limited  by  the  constitution— that  instrument  providing  that 
election*  of  members  of  Congress  shall  take  place  "  every 
second  year."  The  same  constitution,  however,  let  it  l«e 
remembered,  also  provides  that  "  the  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  election*  for  Senator*  and  Representa- 
tives shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature 
thereof."  When*  therefore,  a  State,  in  pursuance  of  this 
provision,  prescribes  the  time  for  electing  its  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  that  time  is  after  the  occuireac*  of 
a  vacancy  by  the  expiration  of  a  previous  Congress),  it 
manifestly  becomes  the  limit  of  the  vacancy,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  power  of  filling  it  by  a  special  tltetim.  No 
miction,,  it  seems  to  me,  can  satisfy  the  plain  iu- 
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tent  and  meaning  of  the  constitution.  That  intent  evi- 
dently is,  that  the  extraordinarj  instrumentality  of  execu- 
tive write  of  election  thall  be  employed  only  to  supply  tho 
defect  of  permanent  law.  It  muat  therefore  be  used,  not  to 
supersede  auch  law,  hut  to  supply  it*  omissions. 

The  law  of  Mississippi,  moreover,  is  peremptory.  The 
elections  for  repreeentalivce  to  Congress  shall  be  holden  on 
the  first  Monday  and  day  following  in  November,  bienni- 
ally, commencing  with  the  year  1833.  The  law  thus  per- 
emptory, evidently  should  not  be  superseded  by  special 
writs  of  election  to  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  unless  such 
effect  ia  given  to  the  write  by  a  plain  and  express  provis- 
ion of  the  constitution — a  provision  which  it  is  not  pre* 
,  exists  in  the  case  before  us. 

to  me  manifest  that  the  legal  limit  to  the 
y,  in  reference  to  the  power  of  filing  it  by  special 
election,  was  the  time  when  the  election  of  representatives 
to  the  25th  Congress  was  to  leko  place,  according  to  the 
standing  law  of  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  ihe 
same  constitution  under  which  Ihe  special  election,  in  this 
case,  was  holden. 

Such,  it  seems,  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the 
Governor  of  Mississippi  when  ho  restricted  the  time  for 
which  the  vacancy  was  to  be  filled  tw  the  special  elec- 
tion. 

But  this  restriction,  say  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 
their  report,  was  surplusage.  "Reject  this  as  surplus- 
age. (»«y  they,)  then  the  writ  is  good,  and  Ihe  objection 
amounts  to  nothing."  8uppose  it  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age. Can  this  alter  the  legal  effect  of  the  special  elec- 
tion? 8uppose  the  Governor  had  required  the  freemen  of 
Mississippi  to  elect  two  representatives  to  Congress  with, 
out  restriction.  Woold  this  have  superseded  all  the  re- 
strictions imposed  by  (he  constitution,  and  tbe  law  of  Mis- 
aisslppt,  made  in  pursuance  of  ill  Can  the  Governor  of  a 
State,  l»y  any  omission  or  addition,  give  an  effect  to  an 
election  which  the  constitution  and  law  do  not  give ! 
Surety  no  one  will  contend  for  this.  None  will  venture  to 
maintain  that  the  Governor  of  a  State,  when  ho  has  ordered 
an  election,  can,  cither  by  fraud  or  mistake,  deprive  the 
people  of  their  constitutional  rights  in  regard  to  it.  If 
by  "  suiplusagc"  the  committee  mean  that  the  Governor's 
limitation  was  unnecessary,  they  mean  precisely  what  I 
contend  for.  If  they  mean  that  it  waa  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional, they  assume  what  tbey  ought  to  prove.  And 
this  is  evidently  what  they  do  mean.  "  Reject  it  as  sur- 
plusage, and  the  writ  is  good,  and  tho  objection  amounts 
to  nothing."  That  is,  assume  that,  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  Mississippi,  made  in  pursuance  of  tbe  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  tbe  election  for  tho  two  regular  sessions  of 
the  25th  Congress  wit*  not  to  take  place  in  November  next, 
but  that  it  might  be  entirely  superseded  by  the  Governor, 
upon  the  occasion  of  ordering  a  special  election  for  a  special 
session,  and  all  difficulties  are  at  once  removed — the  writ 
becomes  a  valid  warrant  fur  an  election  fur  the  entire  25th 
Congress,  and  the  objection  amounts  to  nothing  I  This 
certainly  is  a  very  convenient  and  labor-saving  method  of 
disposing  of  a  constitutions!  difficulty,  and  giving  seats  to 
two  mem  be  is  on  this  floor,  for  a  term  which  was  entirely 
beyond  the  contemplation,  of  the  people  who  elected 
them. 

Lot  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  briefly  suggest  another  argument 
in  favor  of  the  construction  fur  which  I  contend.  Eleven 
States  of  the  Union  have  fixed  the  elections  of  their  mem- 
bers of  Congress  at  periods  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of 
the  Congress  next  previous  to  that  for  which  they  are  to 
be  elected  ;  and  these  eleven  Slates  return  78  members  to 
thi  *  House — about  one-third  of  the  whole  number.  Now 
what  construction  have  they  given  to  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  which  mitkes  provision  for  filling  vacancies? 
They  have  all  declared  that  elections  thall  take  plice  at 
times  subsequent  to  the  3d  of  March  in  the  year  in  which 


tbe  congressional  term  commences.    They  have  done  it 
in  lull  view  of  the  poasibility  that  there  may  be,  as  there 
r,  e  necessity  for  an 


has  been  thia  year,  e  necessity  for  an  earlier  meeting  of 
Congress,  and  that,  therefore,  seventy -eight  members  of 
Congress  might  be  elected  under  special  writs  iaaoed  by 
the  Governors.  Nor  have  they  made  any  previsions  that 
such  special  elections  shall  supersede  the  operation  of  their 
standing  laws.  Is  the  construction  thus  practically  given 
to  the  constitution  by  nearly  half  tbe  8tates  in  the  Union 
to  be  disregarded  ? 

But  the  Governors  of  the  States,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, are  not  restricted  in  issuing  their  writs  of  election 
to  fill  vacancies,  to  the  caae  of  a  neceasity  for  a  soeciM 
session  of  Congress.  Vacancies  exist  on  the  4th  of 
March,  in  all  the  States  in  which  elections  have  not  been 
previously  holden,  which  may  be  forthwith  filled  by  orders 
of  the  Governors,  under  the  general  power  to  order  elec- 
tions to  fill  vacancies,  and  who  may  thus  obtain  special 
elections  for  the  entire  Congress,  although  the  time  for  ita 
meeting  should  not  occur  till  after  the  times  provided  by 
law  for  the  election*.  The  power  of  filling  vacancies, 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  extraordinary  emergencies,  may  tons,  to  j 
the  caprice,  or  subserve  the  party  purposes  of  a  < 
be  made  to  supersede  the  standing  election  lews  of  a 
State. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  argument  to  say  that  the  Gov- 
ernors would  not  thus  abuse  their  power.  It  ia  enough  t» 
eay  that  they  have  the  pewer,'  upon  the  construction  con- 
tended for.  It  is  no  republican  doctrine  tbet  a  dangerous 
power  may  be  safely  admitted  to  exist  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  it  will  not  be  abused.  The  security  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights  is  not  to  be  left  to  such  frail  safe-guards  as  this. 
I  admit,  indeed,  that  the  danger  of  an  abuse  of  power 
must  be  directly  met  where  the  power  is  clearly  end  un- 
deniably conferred.  But  where  ita  existence,  as,  in  tbe 
present  case,  is,  to  ssy  tbe  least,  doubtful,  the  argument 
from  its  probable  abuse  is  to  he  allowed  gre«t  weight 
against  its  existence. 

The  construction  for  which  I  contend,  avoids  the  dan- 
go-  of  an  abuse  of  power  by  tbe  Governor.  It  gives  full 
effect  to  tbe  stsnding  election  laws  of  those  States  which 
have  provided  for  elections  after  the  commencement  of  the 
congressional  terms,  while  it  supplies  the  wont  of  earlier 
elections  in  all  tho  rases  in  which  such  elections  may  be 
required  to  give  the  people  a  full  representation  in  Con- 
gress at  such  early  extra  sessions  as  the  puWie  exigencies 
may  require. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  attempted  to  show  : 

That  the  vacancies  "  happened"  on  the  4lh  of  March, 
in  the  representation  from  Mississippi  wiihiu  the  meaning 
of  the  constitution. 

That  those  vacancies  were  limited  in  their  duration,  not 
by  the  termination  of  the  2ft ih  Congress,  bat  by  the  time 
when  the  election  is  to  take  piece  under  the  standing  law 
of  the  Stale  of  Mississippi ;  and 

That  the  returned  members  (Messrs.  Gholsonand  Clai- 
borne) have  been  duly  elected  to  fill  tbose  vacancies,  and 
are,  therefore,  entitled  to  hold  their  eeata  until  an  election 
of  members,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  tbe  Stats 
they  represent. 

If  the  construction  for  which  I  have  contended  ia  not 
su"tdined,  and  the  returned  members  ore  admitted  to  seats 
for  the  entire  term  of  the  26th  Congress,  it  will  not  only 
be  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  end  law,  but  will 


manifestly  defeat  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  were  led,  as  well  by  the  constitution  and  law. 
as  by  the  express  terms  of  the  writs  of  election,  to  regard 
the  vacancies  they  were  filling  as  terminating  with  the 
election  of  members  to  he  chosen  on  the  fir»t  Morid.iv  and 
day  following  in  November,  1887,  and  not  on  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1 83V, 
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Stce/rh  of  the  remark*  of  Mr.  Jonvsox,  of  Maryland,  on 
Mr.  Undenooods  amendment  to  the  bill  to  Kmit  the 
time  for  issuing  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Joniso*  said  ho  bad  expressed  lo  the  committee 
his  reasons  for  offering  the  amendment  which  bad  been  re- 
jected, end  would  not  repeat  thena.  But  he  desired  to  raj 
a  few  words  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Unnxawooo.) 

Be  had  strong  misgivings  that  this  Mil  was  the  basis  of 
a  settled  plan  to  make  the  issue  of  such  notes  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  Government— to  allow  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue,  at  bis  discretion,  notes  lo  he  rtceiv- 
ed  as  currency,  and  that  the  oation  was  to  be  forced  into  a 
situation  to  submit  to  it:  and  that  many  who  might  now 
be  opposed  to  each,  as  the  fixed  policy  of  the  Government, 
will  be  forced  into  a  situation,  that,  rather  than  throw  off 
party  allegiance,  will  submit  with  reluctance,  but  in  si- 
lence. He  drew  this  inference  from  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee rejected  the  amendment  which  he  had  offered,  limit- 
ing the  time  for  issuing  the  Treasury  notes  to  two  years. 
That  decision  convinced  him  that  it  is  not  intended  as  a 
measure  of  temporary  relief,  as  he  before  remarked,  but 
as  the  fixed  pokey  of  the  Government. 

Such  were  his  views,  sustained  by  the  vote  just  given, 
and  by  the  arguments  offered  by  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
One  gentleman,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Cambbblkxs,]  maintained  that  the 
bonds  will  sell  above  par,  and  the  Government  be  depend- 
ent  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*.  Another  gentleman 
from  IV ew  York,  who  advocated  tho  bill  and  opposed  the 
amendment,  raid  that  they  will  be  sold  below  par.  Such 
are  the  conflicting  views  which  the  opponents  of  the  amend- 
ment entertain.  How  can  they  be  reconciled?  One  rays 
they  will  sell  above,  tbe  other,  below  par !  And  tbo  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  tells  us  the 
Government  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  if  disconnected  from  the  hank.  I  should  like 
him,  or  some  other  gentleman,  entertaining  similar  views, 
to  explain  this  operation.  [Mr.  Cambbelsno  here  rose 
and  said  :  If  the  amendment  should  pass,  the  only  bidder 
would  be  the  bank,  and  it  would  purchase  the  bonds  and 
would  keep  the  Treasury  just  as  it  wss.  Judging  from 
what  he  had  seen,  it  would  afford  no  relief  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  bank  would  be  tbe  only  purchaser  in  market.] 

Mr.  Jonxsow  said,  in  reply  to  this  statement,  be  was  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  be  was  before,  lie  could  not  com- 
prehend the  fon-e  of  this  reasoning.  All  that  the  opponents 
of  the  amendment  ray  is,  thai  if  you  throw  the  stock  into 
the  market,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  buy  it. 
This  argument  baa  been  fully  answered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattow.1  If  the  bank  will  give  more 
for  the  stock  than  any  other  bidder,  why  not  let  tbe  bank 
have  it?  It  would  so  far  benefit  the  Government:  the 
Government  wants  money,  and  has  more  use  for  tbe  mo- 
ney than  for  the  bonds.  Have  those  gentlemen  the  ghost 
of  the  dead  bank  still  before  their  affrighted  imaginations  ? 
And  will  it  not,  like  Bonquo's  ghost,  down  at  their  bidding  1 
Ha  might  be  cursed  with  mental  obliquity,  but  he  would 
ask,  if  there  was  a  single  enlightened  inind  in  this  hall,  or 
out  of  it,  that  could  be  influenced  by  the  arguments  which 
have  been  urged  against  the  amendment  1  How  the  bank 
can  injure  the  Government,  if  it  should  purchase  these 
bonds,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  both  on  the  grounds  of  its 
constitutionality  and  eipediency.  But  had,  on  another 
occasion,  thrown  out  his  views,  and  would  not  repeat  them. 

The  very  able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Lbaabs]  has  told  us,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  power  to  issue  notes  for  a  bona  fide  purpose, 
and  with  a  bona  fide  intention  to  redeem  them.  I 


confess  there  is  much  obscurity  in  this  argument,  and  still 
greater  to  my  mind  in  its  application.  This  may  not  be 
the  fault  o(  the  argument,  but  in  my  faculty  of  comprehen- 
sion. What  can  be  meant  by  a  bona  fide  purpose !  The 
gentleman  admits  that  Government  has  no  power  to  issue 
paper  unless  prepared  to  redeem  it  in  specie.  In  that  sen- 
timent I  fully  concur.  But  tbo  omission  in  the  arguments 
of  the  gentlemen  who  urge  this  bill,  is  to  show — to  prove 
how  the  Government  will  be  able  to  redeem  their  notes  with 
specie.  The  truth  is,  these  gentlemen  know  that  (he  Gov- 
ernment cannot  redeem  Uieir  notes  in  specie  now,  nor  in 
six  months,  nor  in  twelve.  Hence  it  is  you  will  not  make 
them  payable  at  sight.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  al- 
low them  to  be  presented  fur  payment  in  twelve  month* 
after  date.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  tbey  shall 
not  bear  interest.  Hence  it  is  that  you  will  not  say  that 
they  shall  bear  six  per  cent!  You  leave  it  all  to  specula- 
tion— all  to  chance— you  know  it  will  be  a  spurious  not  a 
bona  fide  currency— nor  with  a  bona  fide  purpose. 

How  can  Slate-rights  men  reconcile  their  support  of  this 
measure  with  their  notions  of  strict  construction  1  How 
can  they  reconcile  it  to  themselves  and  to  consistency,  to 
support  a  measure  which  violates  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  ol  the  constitution,  by  authorizing  an  officer  of  Gov- 
ernment to  issue  paper  fur  money,  which  paper  ia  not  to  be 
redeemed  1  And  the  holder  of  this  paper  haa  no  power  to 
coerce,  by  law,  specie  at  pleasure  from  the  Government— 
when  the  same  Government  coerces  the  very  holder  of  this 
money,  to  pay  it  only  in  gold  or  silver.  A  system  of 
greater  oppression  and  tyranny  could  not  be  easily  devised 
by  the  wit  of  man.  You  tell  the  creditors  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, yon  must  take  Treasury  notes,  or  take  nothing ! 
You  then  tell  them  you  will  not  pay  them  what  ia  due 
them  for  twelve  months  thereafter ;  nor  do  you  give  them 
an  earnest  that  you  will  pay  them  then.  You  tell  them, 
in  the  meantime,  that  you  will  exact  at  the  moment  that 
any  individual  ahould  owe  the  Government,  gold  or  silver; 
if  it  is  not  forthcoming,  you  will  order  your  attorney  and 
your  marshal  to  sacrifice  their  property,  and,  per  ad  ven- 
ture, consign  thorn  to  prison. 

The  constitut  ion  of  the  United  States  provides  for  every 
possible  emergency.  You  can  raise  revenues  upon  im- 
portations ;  it  takes  the  power  from  the  Stales ;  you  can 
raise  revenue  by  direct  taxation.  If  you  do  not  choose  to 
use  these  powers,  you  have  the  express,  not  implied,  power 
given  you  to  borrow  money  to  pay  your  debts,  or  for  any 
other  purpose.  Here  you  have  a  legitimate  constitutional 
source  from  which  you  can  raise  revenue  or  money. 

One  gentleman,  who  advocated  this  bill,  said  that  the 
power  to  authorize  Treasury  notes,  was  not  inhibited  by 
the  constitution  ;  that  gentleman  has  given  a  new  reading 
to  that  instrument.  The  constitution  informs  us  that 
powers  not  given  to  Congress  by  that  instrument,  are  de- 
nied to  it ;  arc  reserved  to  the  States  ami  the  people  of  the 
Stairs ;  power  that  is  not  expressly  given  or  clearly  im- 
plied, is  prohibited.  This  is  a  Government  of  limitations, 
of  checks,  and  balances,  and  nowhere  can  be  found  the 
authority,  under  the  constitution,  which  you  propose  to  in- 
vest to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  nt  the  Treasury. 

You  are  about  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  currency, 
which  you  are  convinced  will  fluctuate  in  the  market. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  a  true  standard  and  test  of  value! 
One  gentleman  says  that  Treasury  certificates  are  below 
par;  another,  at  a  premium.  It  is  certain  they  cannot  be 
converted  into  specie  at  par ;  and  I  call  nothing  at  par  that 
cannot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  he  converted  into  specie. 

Tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
has  informed  the  committee  that  Treasury  certificates  fell 
as  much  as  »  per  cent,  in  one  day  in  New  York.  Is  not 
this  a  delightful  currency  that  is  subject  to  such  rapid  de- 
preciation or  appreciation  in  a  single  dsy  ?  This  is  the  cur- 
rency which  your  Government  sends  forth  among  the  j>co- 
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pie.  The  holder  of  it  may  lose  4  per  cent,  upon  it  in  six 
hoar*  after  he  receives  it  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

This  plan  of  Government  paper  was  tried  by  the  French 
Government,  under  the  auspices  of  the  famous  Mr.  Law, 
and  nearly  ruined  that  nation.  You  are  trying  it  now  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Mr.  Gouge,  and  will  not  be  willing  to 
abandon  it  until  you  bankrupt  half  of  the  people.  You 
lay  your  foundation  upon  issues  of  ten  millions,  and  by 
and  by  you  will  desire  to  enlarge  it  to  an  hundred  millions. 
You  refrain  from  restricting  the  Secretary,  and  may  have 
reasons  io  your  bosoms  which  you  are  unwilling  to  articu- 
late. Yea,  air,  to  redeem  these  notes  m»y  create  a  pres- 
sure, and  then  you  may  think  it  advisable  to  enlarge  the 
issue.    Such  contingencies  may  rise. 

Only  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Thomas]  who  has  advocated 
the  bill,  has  taken  the  open  and  distinct  ground,  frankly 
and  fairly  to  call  this  measure,  in  direct  terms,  a  loan. 
He  says  that  the  Government  must  resort  to  either  an  in- 
direct or  a  direct  loan.  I  differ  with  bitn  in  this:  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  direct  loan,  he  ia  for  what  he  regards  an  indirect 
loan.  This  currency  which  yoa  propose  to  issue  will 
never  enter  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  country.  If 
you  borrow  money,  (at  the  same  time  create  a  sinking 
fund,)  and  pay  your  debts  with  it,  it  will  diffuse  iitell 
through  the  interior,  and  will  enter  into  the  general  circu- 
lation of  each  State  and  neighborhood. 

I  cannot  disabuse  my  mind  from  the  belief  that  this  is 
designed  as  the  mere  incipient  step  of  a  vast  executive 
bank.  Why  will  not  gentlemen  vote  for  the  amendment — 
tho«e  who  are  in  favor  of  divorcing  the -Government  from 
the  people  and  the  Goverment  from  all  banks  1  Why  not 
vote  for  selling  these  bonds!— why  keep  up  thisowMt  con- 
the  Government  and  the  Hank  of  the  Uni- 


I  am  opposed  to  improper  Executive  power  in  the  Federal 
Government.  Miave  been  and  am  opposed  to  it  in  my  own 
State.  I  have  been  consistent  if  I  have  not  been  success- 
ful. Because  it  is  in  the  bands  of  my  own  party  in  Mary- 
land, I  have  not  been  convinced  that  it  was  right  for  that 
reason.  I  have  opposed  n  miserable  edict  itsucd  by  the 
Executive  of  Maryland,  which  he  called  a  proclamation, 
and  which  did  not  contain  scarcely  one  sound  principle  of 


nexion  oci 

ted  Stales  1  Are  these  bonds  to  be  kept  as  kites  hovering 
over  the  bank  1  are  they  to  be  held  in  terrorem  over  the 
bank  to  prevent  it  from  enlarging  its  busine**,  and  relieving 
the  people?  Are  they  to  be  kept  until  some  hoped  for 
emergency,  when  you  can  make  a  sudden  call  on  the  bank, 
in  hopes  of  hishonoring  it*  credit  at  home  and  abroad  ! 

England  restrains,  yet  fosters,  her  bunk  credit.  In  this 
country  the  Executive  wages  a  war  of  extermination  against 
all  bank*  and  the  credit  system.  One  ignorant  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  think,  to  hear  eome  of 
the  friends  of  the  administration  apeak,  that  they  are  the 
most  corrupt  people  in  the  work! — that  they  could  be 
bought  up  by  banks  like  live  stock  in  the  market. 

AH  this  is  done  for  effect — those  who  use  the  assertion 
do  not  believe  it.  Representatives  here  may  judge  of  the 
people  by  those  whom  they  represent.  I  am  willing  that 
each  representative  may  make  his  conatitoenta  as  corrupt 
and  corruptible  as  may  suit  bis  fancy.  But  I  beg  the  rep- 
resentatives on  this  floor  not  to  lay  their  venue  in  the  dis- 
trict which  I  have  I  he  honor  to  represent.  I  deny  that 
they  can  be  bought  by  either  the  bank  or  the  Government 
But  all  such  arguments  are  but  the  stale  cant  of  designing 
men,  wh»  like  to  pander  to  vile  prejudices. 

The  greatest  temptation  under  our  Government  is  office. 
It  is  an  inherent  principle  in  human  nature  to  desire  to  be 
entrusted  with  office— to  have  a  little  brief  authority. 
Hence  the  greet  desire  of  the  Executive  to  have  it*  power* 
enlarged.  I  war  openly  against  inordinate  Executive  power. 


the  whole  length  of  denying 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  their  constitution.  And 
for  this  opposition  I  was  called  a  demagogue.  Yes,  sir, 
the  greatest  in  the  State,  excepting  a  colleague  on  this  floor. 

[Here  Mr.  Joansov  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  J Extra*, 
who  said  that  his  colleague,  Mr.  Josxsov,  was  discuss- 
ing subjects  which  were  Irrelevant  to  that  under  debate.] 

Mr.  Jokksox  resumed.  He>  said  that  he  was  the  lost 
man  to  wound  the  tender  ears  of  his  colleague.  He  knew 
that  ho  was  a  grntlemnn  of  delicate  nerves,  and  tender 
conscience  on  this  subject.  That  gentleman  may  reason 
by  induction  ;  I  perhaps  argue  by  analogy; — at  any  rate,  I 
will  not  desire  to  be  a  copyist  of  my  able  colleague.  But 
he  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  that  thst  gentleman 
should  call  him  to  order  for  alluding  to  a  subject  which  thst 
honorable  gentleman  discussed  at  great  length  in  this  hall 
at  the  la»t  session.  Yes,  sir,  the  only  speech  which  I  have 
ever  seen  pi  in  ted  of  my  honorable  colleague,  was  a  speech 
he  made  against  reform  in  Maryland;  which  may  account, 
very  rationally,  why  that  question  is  so  much  stronger  in 
Maryland  since.  And  if  he  will  favor  this  House  with 
another,  I  will  promise  to  listen  with  much  less  disquietude 
than  that  gentleman  hus  evinced.  I  may  imitate  him  in 
one  respect,  and,  perhaps,  I  may  be  speaking  now  as  the 
gentleman  w*j  speaking  then,  for  home  consumption. 
[Confusion  and  great  laughter.  The  Chair  called  the 
House  to  order,  and  begged  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject  under  discussion.] 
Mr.  Joaasoir  resumed.  You  are  correct,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  calling  the  House  and  myself,  to  order— and  in  calling 
the  House  to  order  first — fur  there  is  mom  disorder  with 
the  House  than  with  myself.  [Renewed  laughter  and  ex- 
citement.] But  I  -will  relieve  the  house  and  you,  Mr. 
Chairman.  Thi*  i»  mere  episode.  I  wish  to  see  reform 
triumph  in  Maryland,  and  I  wish  to  see  it  triumph  in 
Washington,  and  them  i«  great  necessity  for  it  in  both 
cases.  And  hence  it  is  that  I  oppose  the  bill  on  the  table; 
for  that  reaaon  I  shall  vole  for  the  amendment,  if  tb* 
bank  is  the  horrid  monster  yoa  say  it  is,  why  not  divorce 
yourselves  from  it.  If  it  is  as  vile  and  corrupt  as  you  say 
it  is,  why  do  you  insist  upon  the  connexion  !  I  wish  the 
bunds  to  be  sold  to  benefit  the  emergencies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  alao  that  gentlemen  may  rest  upon  their  pillow*, 
so  that  this  spectre  bank  may  no  longer  haunt  their  im- 
aginations. 

I  have  another  objection  to  the  bill.  No  time  ta  speci- 
fied for  issuing  these  Treasury  notes ;  he  may  issue  part 
this  year,  part  the  next ;  hia  discretion  is  to  be  the  only 
law.  You  give  him  the  power  also  to  effect  loane  if  he 
cannot  redeem  the  Treasury  notes.  In  other  words,  you 
give  the  Secretary  all  the  legislative  power  which  yoa  pos- 
sess under  the  constitution,  and  you  give  bim  power  to  do 
that  which, 
to  do. 


-  Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX 


TO  THE  REGISTER  OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS — First  Session. 


MESSAGE 
OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  TOE  U.  STATES, 

TO  BOTH  nOCSES  Or  CONGRESS,  SEPTEMBER  5,  1837. 

Fellow-citizens  or  the  Senate 

and  Houte  of  Representatives: 
The  an  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  regulating  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  the  employment 
of  State,  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for  that  purpose, 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  dis- 
continue the  use  of  such  of  them  as  should  at  any  time 
refuse  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  ami  to  substitute 
other  banks,  provided  a  sufficient  number  could  be  obtained 
to  receive  the  public  deposites  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  prescribed.  The  general  and  almost  simtil- 
*  taneous  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in 
May  last,  rendered  the  performance  of  his  duty,  impera- 
tive, in  respect  to  those  which  had  been  selected  under 
the  act ;  and  made  it,  at  the  same  lime,  impracticable  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
scribed conditions.  The  specific  regulations  established 
by  Congress  for  the  deposits  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  having  thus  unexpectedly  become  inope- 
rative, I  fell  it  to  be  my  duty  to  afford  you  an  early  op- 
portunity for  the  exercise  of  your  supervisory  powers  over 
the  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  increasing  the  embarrassments  before  exist- 
ing in  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  country,  would  so  far  di- 
minish the  public  revenue,  that  the  accruing  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  would  not,  with  the  reserved  five  millions,  be 
sufficient  to  defray  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  usual  period  for  the  meeting  ofCongress; 
whilst  the  authority  to  call  upon  the  States,  for  a  portion 
of  the  sums  deposited  with  them,  was  too  restricted  to  en- 
able the  Department  to  realise  a  sufficient  amount  from  that 
source.  These  apprehensions  have  been  justified  by  sub- 
sequent results,  which  render  it  certain  that  this  deficiency 
will  occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  provided  by  Con- 
gress. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  interest, 
in  meeting  their  engagements,  induced  them  to  apply  to 
me,  previously  to  the  actual  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
for  indulgence  upon  their  bonds  for  duties;  and  all  the  re- 
lief authorized  by  law  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  grant- 
ed. The  dependence  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  avails  of 
these  bonds,  to  enable  it  to  make  the  deposites  with  the 
States  required  by  law,  led  me  in  the  outset  to  limit  this 
indulgence  to  the  first  of-SepUmber,  but  it  has  since  been 
extended  to  the  first  of  October,  that  the  matter  might  be 
submitted  to  your  further  direction. 

Questions  were  also  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess  in 
respect  to  the  October  instalment  of  those  deposites,  re- 
quiring the  interposition  of  Congress. 

A  provision  or  another  act,  passed  about  the  same  time, 
and  intended  to  secure  a  faithful  compliance  with  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  all  demands  up- 
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I  on  them  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  prohibited  the  offer  of 
I  any  bank  note,  not  convertible  on  the  spot  into  gold  or 
silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder ;  and  the  ability  of  the 
Government,  with  millions  on  deposite,  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements in  the  manner  thus  required  by  law,  was  ren- 
dered very  doubtful  by  the  event  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provisions  for  these  unexpected 
exigencies  could  only  be  made  by  Congress;  convinced 
that  some  of  them  would  be  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  public  service,  before  the  regular  period  of  your  meet- 
ing ;  and  desirous  also  to  enable  you  to  exercise,  at  the 
earliest  moment,  your  full  constitutional  powers  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  I  could  not,  with  propriety,  avoid 
subjecting  you  to  the  inconvenience  of  assembling  at  as 
early  a  day  as  the  state  of  the  popular  representation 
would  permit.  I  am  sure  that  I  have  done  but  justice  to 
your  feelings,  in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  will  be 
cheerfully  encountered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your 
meeting  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

During  the  earlier  stages  of  the  revulsion  through  which 
we  have  just  passed,  much  acrimonious  discussion  arose, 
and  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as  to  its  real  causes. 
This  was  not  surprising.  The  operations  of  credit  are  so 
diversified,  and  the  influences  which  affect  them  so  nume- 
rous, and  often  so  subtle,  that  even  impartial  and  well-in- 
formed persons  are  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to 
them.  To  inherent  difficulties  were  also  added  other  ten- 
dencies, "which  were  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  discov- 
ery of  truth.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
who  disapproved  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  relation 
to  the  currency,  would,  in  the  excited  state  of  public  feel- 
ing produced  by  the  occasion,  (ail  to  attribute  to  that  policy 
any  extensive  embarrassment  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the 
country.  The  matter  thus  became  connected  with  the 
passions  and  conflicts  of  party ;  opinions  were  more  or 
less  affected  by  political  considerations:  and  difference* 
were  prolonged  which  might  otherwise  have  been  deter- 
mined by  an  appeal  to  facts,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  or 
by  mutual  concession.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  reflection, 
that  circumstance  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a  com- 
munity so  intelligent  as  ours  from  ultimately  arriving  at 
correct  conclusions.  Encouraged  by  the  firm  belief  or  this 
truth,  I  proceed  to  slate  my  views, so  far  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  remedies  I  feet  it  my  duty 
to  propose,  and  of  the  reasons  by  which  I  have  been  led 
to  recommend  them. 

The  history  of  trade  in  the  United  States  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years  affords  the  most  convincing  evidence  that 
our  present  condition  Uchieflytobe  attributed  to  over-action 
in  all  the  departments  of  business  ;  an  over-action  deriving, 
perhaps,  its  first  inpulsesfrom  antecedent  causes,  but  stimu- 
lated to  its  destructive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  and  by  other  facilities  for  the  acquisition  and 
enlargement  of  credit.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1834,  the  banking  capital  of  the  United  States,  including 
that  of  the  national  bank  then  existing,  amounted  to  about 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  the  bank  notes  then  in  cir- 
culation to  about  ninety-fiTe  millions;  and  the  loans  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX —  To  Gales  if  Scaton's  Register. 


25th  Coxa,  1st  Skss.) 


Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


discounts  of  the  bonks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
millions.  Between  that  lime  and  the  firbt  of  January,  1836, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  accounts  have 
been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased  to  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  millions ;  our  paper  circu- 
lation to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  millions;  and  the 
loans  and  discounts  to  more  than  four  hundred  and  fitly- 
seven  millions.  To  this  vast  increase  are  to  be  added  the 
many  millions  of  credit,  acquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans, 
contracted  by  the  States  and  Slate  institutions,  and,  above 
all,  by  the  lavish  accommodations  extended  by  foreign  deal- 
ers to  our  merchants. 

The  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and  of 
the  spirit  of  reckless  speculation  engendered  by  it,  were 
a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  citizens,  estimated  in 
March  last  at  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars  ;  the 
extension  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our  country  of  cred- 
its for  supplies,  greatly  beyond  the  wanU  of  the  people  ; 
the  investment  of  thirty-nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  unproductive  public  lands,  in  the  years  1835  and 
1836,  whilst  in  the  preceding  year  the  sales  amounted  to 
only  four  and  a  half  millions;  the  cieation  of  debts,  to 
an  almost  countless  amount,  for  real  estate  in  existing  or 
anticipated  cities  and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and 
at  prices  now  seen  to  have  been  greatly  disproportionate 
to  their  real  value ;  the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  in 
improvements  which,  in  many  cases,  have  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident ;  the  diversion  to  other  pursuits 
of  much  of  the  labor  that  should  have  been  applied  to  ag- 
riculture, thereby  contributing  to  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  in  the  importation  of  grain  from  burope — an  expen- 
diture which,  amounting  in  1834  to  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  was,  in  the  first  two  quarters 
of  the  present  year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars  ;  and,  finally,  without  enumerating  other  injurious 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  classes,  and  especially 
in  our  great  commercial  towns,  of  luxurious  habits,  found- 
ed too  often  on  merely  fancied  wealth,  and  detrimental 
alike  to  the  industry,  the  resources,  and  the  morals  of  our 
people. 

It  was  so  impossible  that  such  a  stale  of  things  could 
long  continue,  thai  the  prospect  of  revulsion  was  present 
to  the  minds  of  considerate  men  before  it  actually  came. 
None,  however,  had  correctly  anticipated  its  seventy.  A 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  inadequate  <f  themselves  to 
produce  such  widespread  and  calamitous  embarrassments, 
tended  so  greatly  to  aggravate  them,  that  they  cannot  be 
overlooked  in  considering  their  history.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned,  as  most  prominent,  the  great  loss  of 
capita!  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium  in  the  fire 
of  December,  1835 — a  loss,  the  effects  or  which  were  un- 
derrated at  the  lime,  because  posl|>one«l  for  a  season  by 
the  great  facilities  of  credit  then  existing;  the  disturb- 
ing effects,  in  our  commercial  cities,  of  the  transfers  of 
the  public  moneys  required  by  the  deposiie  law  of  June, 
1836;  and  the  measures  adopted  by  the  foreign  creditors  of 
our  merchants  to  reduce  their  debts,  and  to  withdraw  from 
the  United  Slates  a  large  portion  of  our  specie. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  citizens  may 
have  been  to  assign  to  these  causes  the  chief  insi 
ity  in  producing  the  present  state  of  things,  the  devel- 
opments subsequently  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of 
other  commercial  countries,  must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dis- 
pel all  remaining  doubts  upon  the  subject.  It  has  since 
up  pel  red  that  evils,  similar  to  those  suffered  by  ourselves, 
have  been  experienced  in  Great  Brilain,on  lhecontinenl,and, 
indeed,  throughout  the  commercial  world ;  and  that  in  other 
countries,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  they  have  been  uniform- 
ly preceded  by  an  undue  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of 
trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by  unprecedented  expansions 
of  the  systems  of  credit.  A  reference  to  the  amount  of 
banking  capital,  and  the  issues  of  paper  credit  put  in  cir- 
culation in  Great  Britain,  by  banks  and  in  other  ways, 
dosing  the  years  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  will  show  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  paper  currency  there,  as  much  dispropor- 
I  toned  lothoi-e.il  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States. 
With  this  redundancy  of  the  paper  currency,  there  arose 
in  that  country  also  a  spirit  of  advctiluious  speculation, 


the  whole  range  of  human  enterprise.  Aid  was 
profusely  given  to  projected  improvements  ;  large  invest- 
ments were  made  in  foreign  slocks  and  loans ;  credits  for 
goods  were  granted  with  unbounded  liberality  to  merchants 
in  foreign  countries  ;  and  all  the  means  of  acquiring  a  nd 
employing  credit  were  put  in  active  operation,  and  extend- 
ed in  their  effects  to  every  department  of  business,  and  to 
every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  reaction  was  proportioned 
in  its  violence  to  the  extraordinary  character  of  the  events 
which  preceded  it.  The  commercial  community  of  Great 
Britain  were  subjected  to  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  their 
debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  suddenly  deprived 
of  accustomed  and  expected  credits,  but  called  upon  for 
payments,  which,  in  the  actual  posture  of  things  here, 
could  only  be  made  through  a  general  pressure,  and  at  the 
most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem  impossible  for  sin- 
cere inquirers  after  truth  to  resist  the  conviction  that  the 
causes  of  the  revulsion  in  both  countries  have  been  sub- 
stantially the  same.  Two  nations,  the  mosi  commercial  in 
the  world,  enjoying  but  recently  the  highest  degree  of  ap- 
parent prosperity,  und  maintaining  with  eaeli  other  the  clo- 
sest relations,  arc  suddenly,  in  a  lime  of  profound  peace, 
and  without  any  great  national  disaster,  arrested  in  their 
career,  and  plunged  into  a  stale  of  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress. In  both  countries,  we  have  witnessed  the  same  re- 
dundancy of  paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit ; 
the  same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  successes ; 
the  same  difficulties  and  reverses;  and,  at  length,  nearly 
the  same  overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  material 
difference  between  the  results  in  the  twocouutiies  has  only 
been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred  an  extensive  de- 
rangement in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks. 

The  history  of  these  causes  and  effects  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Stales,  is  substantially  the  history  of  lh« 
revulsion1  in  all  oihei  commercial  countries. 

The  present  and  visible  effects  of  these  circumstances  on 
the  operations  of  the  Government,  and  on  the  industry  of 
the  people,  point  out  the  objects  which  call  for  your  im- 
mediate attention. 

They  are — to  regulate  by  law  the  safe  keeping,  transfer, 
and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  designate  the 
funds  to  be  received  and  paid  by  the  Government  ;  to  ena- 
ble the  Treasury  to  meel  promptly  every  demand  upon  it ; 
to  prescribe  the  terms  of  indulgence,  and  the  mode  of  set- 
tlement to  be  adopted,  as  well  in  collecting  from  individu- 
als the  revenue  thai  has  accrued,  as  in  withdiawing  it 
from  former  depositories;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  fur- 
ther measures,  within  the  constitution:!  I  competency  of  Con- 
gress, as  will  be  best  calculated  lo  revive  the  enterprise, 
and  lo  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

For  the  deposiie,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  reve- 
nue, National  and  Stale  banks  have  always,  with  tempora- 
ry and  limited  exception*,  been  heretofore  employed  ;  but, 
although  advocates  of  each  system  are  still  lo  be  found,  it 
is  apparent  that  the  events  of  the  last  few  months  have 
greatly  augmented  the  desire,  long  existing  among  the  peo- 


ple of  the  United  Slates,  to  separate  the  fiscal  operations  of 

ofindivi 


scent  events,  a  proof 
that  they  should  be, 


the  Government  from  those  of  individuals  or  < 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemnly  and 
un  equivocal  I  y.ex  pressed.  On  no  question  of  domestic  po- 
licy is  there  stronger  evidence  that  the  sentiments  of  a 
large  majority  are  deliberately  fixed  ;  and  I  CMMMCCOBOsl 
with  those  who  think  they  see,  in  recent  events,  a  proof 
that  these  sentiments  are,  or  a  re 
changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  character,  have  here- 
tofore frequently  occurred,  without  producing  any  such 
change;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must  be  forgotten,  if 
we  suppose  that  the  present  overthrow  of  credit  would 
have  been  prevented  by  the  existence  of  a  national  bank. 
Proneness  to  excessive  issues  has  ever  been  the  vice  of  the 
banking  system ;  a  vice  as  prominent  in  national  as  in 
State  institutions.  This  propensity  is  as  subservient  to 
the  advancement  of  private  interests  in  the  cue  as  in  tho 
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other,  and  those  who  direct  them  hoth,  being  principally 
guided  by  the  same  views,  and  influenced  by  thesame  mo- 
tives, will  lie  equally  teady  to  stimulate  to  extravagance  of 
enterprise  by  improvidence  of  credit.  Mow  strikingly  is 
this  conclusion  sustained  by  experience!  The  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  with  the  vast  jwwers  conferred  on  it  by 
Congress,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent  former  and  similar 
embarrassments;  nor  has  the  still  greater  strength  it  has 
been  said  to  possess  under  its  present  charier,  enabled  it, 
in  the  existing  emurgency,  to  check  other  institutions,  or 
to  save  itself.  In  Great  Britain,  where,  it  has  been 
have  been  utlcnded  with  the  same 


their  merchandise.  These  are  operations  of  trade.  They 
ought  to  be  conducted  by  those  who  arc  interested  in  llicm, 
in  the  same  manner  thai  the  incidental  difficulties  of  other 
pursuits  arc  encountered  by  other  classes  of  citizens.  Such 
aid  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  countries. 
Throughout  Europe,  the  domestic  as  well  as  the  foreign 
exchanges  aro  carried  on  by  private  houses,  often,  if  not 
generally,  without  the  assistance  of  banks.  Yet  they  ex- 
tend throughout  distinct  sovereignties,  and  far  exceed  in 
amount  the  real  exchanges  of  the  United  Slates.  There 
is  no  reason  why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner,  with  equal  cheapness  and  safety.  Certainly 
night  be  accomplished,  if  it  w 


encets,  a  national  bank,  jiossessing  powers  tacgrcater  than  i  this  might  be  accomplished,  il  it  were  lavored  by  those 
arc  a*ked  for  by  the  warmest  advocates  of  such  an  institu-  l-most  deeply  interested;  and  few  can  doubt  that  their  own 
tion  here,  has  also  proved  unable  to  prevent  an  undue  ex-  j  interest,  as  well  as  the  general  welfare  of  the  country, 


rnnsion  of  credit,  and  the  evils  thaUuVw  from  it.  Nor  can 
And  any  tenable  ground  for  the  re-establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  in  the  derangement  alleged  at  present  to  exist 
in  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities 
it  may  be  capable  of  affording  them.  Although  advantages 
of  ihis  sort  were  anticipated  when  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  created,  they  were  regarded  as  an  inci- 
dental accommodation;  not  one  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  hound,  or  could  be  called  upon,  to  furnish. 
This  accommodation  is  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not 
many  years,  demanded  from  it  as  among  its  first  duties, 
and  an  omission  to  aid  and  regulate  commercial  exchange 
is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious  complaint.  Such 
results  only  serve  to  exemplify  the  constant  desire,  among 
some  of  our  citizens,  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  extend  its  control  to  subjects  with  which  it 
should  not  interfere.  They  can  never  justify  the  creation 
of  an  institution  to  promote  such  objects.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  justly  excite  among  the  community  a  more  dili- 
gent inquiry  into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  trade, 
towards  which  il  is  desired  to  extend  such  peculiar  favors. 
I  various  transactions  which  bear  the  name  of  do- 
;  exchanges,  differ  essentially  in  their  nature,  opera- 
id  utility.  One  class  of  them  consists  of  bills  of  cx- 
,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  actual  capi- 
part  of  the  country  to  another,  or  to  antici- 


pate the  proceeds  of  property  actually  transmitted.  Bills 
of  this  description  are  highly  useful  in  ili&jnovcmcnls  of 
trade,  and  well  deserve  all  the  encouragement  which  can 


would  be  promoted  by  leaving  such  a  subject  in  the  hands 
of  those  to  whom  it  properly  belongs.  A  system  founded 
on  private  interest,  enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the 
aid  of  legislative  grants  or  regulations  by  Jaw,  would  ra|>- 
idly  prosper;  il  would  be  free  from  the  influence  of  political 
agilif>>n,and  extend  the  same  exemption  to  trade  ilsclf;  and 
il  would  pul  an  end  to  those  complaints  of  neglect,  par- 
tiality, injustice,  and  oppression,  w  hich  arc  the  unavoidable 
results  of  interference  by  the  Government  in  the  proper 
concerns  of  individuals.  All  former  attempts  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  carry  its  legislation,  in  this  respect, 
further  than  was  designed  by  the  constitution,  have  in  the 
end  proved  injurious,  and  have  served  only  to  convince  the 
great  body  of  the  |»eople,  more  and  more,  of  the  certain 
dangers  of  blending  private  interests  with  the  operations  of 
public  business;  ana  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  thai  a 
repetition  of  them  now  would  be  more  successful. 

It  cannot  bo  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  our  commu- 
nity, opinions  and  feelings  on  this  subject  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.  A  Targe  portion  of  them,  combining 
great  intelligence,  activity,  and  influence,  arc  no  doubt  sin- 
cere in  their  belief  that  the  operations  of  trade  ought  to 
be  assisted  by  such  h  connexion  ;  they  regard  a  national 
bank  as  necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  they  ate  disinclin- 
ed to  every  measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  majority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be  irrecon- 
cilably opposed  to  that  measure :  they  consider  such  a 
concentration  of  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties  ;  and 
many  of  them  regard  il  as  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
This  collision  of  opinion  has,  doubtless,  caused  much  of 
the  embarrassment  to  which  the  commercial  transactions 
of  the  counlry  have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has 
become  a  political  topic  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade 
has  suffered  in  the  conflict  of  parties.  A  speedy  termina- 
tion of  this  state  of  things,  however  desirable,  is  scarcely 
to  be  expected.  Wc  have  seen  for  nearly  half  a  century 
that  those  who  advocate  a  national  bank,  by  whatever  mo- 
tive they  may  be  influenced,  constitute  a  portion  of  our 
community  too  numeious  to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  early 
abandonment  of  their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  must  indeed  form  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  intel- 
ligence and  temper  of  the  American  people,  who  suppose 
that  they  have  continued,  on  slight  or  insufficient  grounds, 
their  persevering  opposition  to  such  an  institution  ;  or  that 
they  can  be  induced  by  pecuniary  pressure,  or  by  any 
other  combination  of  circumstances,  to  surrender  principles 
they  have  so  long  and  so  inflexibly  maintained. 

My  own  views  of  the  subject  are  unchanged.  They 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  announced  to  my 
,  fellow-citizens  ;  who,  with  full  knowledge  of  them,  conft  r- 
est  consideration.    This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  Sccrc-    red  upon  me  the  two  highest  offices  of  the  Government.  On 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to    the  last  of  these  occasions,  I  felt  il  due  to  the  people  to  ap 

prize  them,  distinctly,  that,  in  the  event  of  my  election,  I 
would  not  be  able  to  co-operate  in  the  re-establishment  of 
a  national  bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to 
add  the  expression  of  an  increased  conviction,  that  the  re- 
establishment  of  such  a  bunk,  in  any  form,  whilst  it  would 
not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  promised  by  its  ad- 
vocates, would  impair  lite  rightful  supremacy  of  the  popu- 
lar will ;  injure  the  character  and  diminish  the  influence  of 


C 


rightfully  !»■  given  to  them.  Another  class  is  made  u 
of  bills  of  exchange,  not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital, 
nor  on  the  credit  of  property  transmitted,  but  to  create  fic- 
titious capital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  character  of  notes 
'discounted  in  b.iuk,  and  of  I)  ink  notes  in  circulation,  and 
swelling  the  mass  of  paper  credits  to  a  vast  extent,  in  the 
most  objectionable  manner.  These  bills  have  formed,  for 
the  last  few  years,  a  large  proportion  of  what  are  termed 
the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country,  serving  as  the 
means  of  usurious  profit,  and  constituting  the  most  unsafe 
and  precarious  paper  in  circulation.  This  species  of  traffic, 
instead  of  being  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

In  transferring  iis  funds  from  place  to  place,  the  Gov- 
ernment is  on  the  same  footing  with  the  private  citizen, 
and  may  resort  to  the  same  legal  means.  It  may  do  so 
through  the  medium  of  bills  draw  n  by  itself,  or  purchased 
fiom  others ;  and  in  these  operations  it  may,  in  a  manner 
undoubtedly  constitutional  and  legitimate,  facilitate  and 
assist  exchanges  of  individuals  founded  on  real  transac- 
tions of  trade.  The  extent  to  which  this  may  be  done, 
the  best  means  of  effecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  fulU 


you  in  his  report. 

But  it  was  not  designed  by  the  constitution  that  the 
Government  should  assume  the  management  of  domestic 
or  foreign  exchange.  It  is,  indeed,  authorized  to  regulate 
by  law  the  commerce  between  the  Stales,  and  to  provide  a 
general  standard  of  value,  or  medium  of  exchange,  in  gold 
and  silver;  but  il  is  not  its  province  to  aid  individuals  in 
the  transfer  of  their  funds,  otherwise  tlian  through  the  fa- 


cilities afforded  by  the  Post  Office  Deportment.  'As  justly  our  political  system ;  and  bring  once  more  into  existence  a 
might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  tlie  transportation  of  I  concentrated  moneyed  power,  hostile  lo  the  spirit,  and 
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threatening  the  permanency,  of  our  republican  institutions. 
Local  banks  have  been  employed  lor  the  deposite  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partially,  and,  on 
three  different  occasions,  exclusively  I  first,  anterior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
secondly,  in  the  interval  between  the  termination  of  that 
institution  and  the  charier  of  its  successor  ;  and,  thirdly, 
during  the  limited  period  which  has  now  so  abruptly  clos- 
ed. The  connexion  thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved 
unsatisfactory  on  each  successive  occasion,  notwithstand- 
ing the  various  measures  which  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  insure  its  success.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the  year 
1633,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was  guarded 
especially  in  every  way  which  experience  and  caution 
could  suggest.  Personal  security  was  required  for  the 
sale- keeping  and  prompt  payment  of  the  moneys  to  be 
received,  and  full  returns  ot  their  condition  were,  from 
time  to  time,  to  be  made  by  the  depositories^  In  the  first 

standing;  the  violent  opposition  of  ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
(States,  and  the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  overling  it. 
The  selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
any  embarrassment  to  themselves  or  to  the  commuuity, 
their  engagements  to  the  Government;  and  the  system  pro- 
mised to  be  permanently  useful.  But  when  it  became  ne- 
cessary, under  the  act  of  June,  1836,  to  withdraw  from 
them  the  public  money,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in 
additional  institutions,  or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States, 
they  found  it,  in  many  coses,  inconvenient  to  comply  with 
the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  and  numerous  and  pressing 
applications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief.  As  the 
instalments  under  the  deposite  law  became  payable,  their 
own  embarrassments,  and  the  necessity  under  which  they 
lay  of  curtailing  their  discount*  and  calling  in  their  debts, 
increased  the  general  distress,  and  contributed,  with  other 
causes,  to  hasten  the  revulsion  in  which,  at  length,  tbey, 
in  common  with  the  other  banks,  were  fatally  involved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn  duty 
to  inquire  whether  there  are  not,  in  any  connexion  between 
the  Government  and  banks  of  issue,  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, inherent  in  its  very  natuic,  and  against  which  no  pre- 
cautions can  effectually  guard. 


Unforeseen  in  the  organization  of  the  Government,  ai 
forced  on  the  Treasury  by  early  necessities,  the  practice  of 


employing  banks  was,  in  truth,  from  the  beginning,  more  a 
measure  of  emergency  than  of  sound  policy.  When  we 
started  into  existence  as  a  nation,  in  addition  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  new  Government,  we  assumed  all  the  large  but 
honorable  load  of  debt  which  was  the  price  of  our  liberty ; 
but  we  hesitated  to  weigh  down  the  infant  industry  of  the 
country  by  resorting  to  adequate  taxation  for  the  neces- 
sary revenue.  The  facilities  of  banks  in  return  for  the 
privileges  they  acquired,  were  promptly  offered,  and  per- 
haps too  readily  received,  by  an  embarrassed  Treasury. 
During  the  long  continuance  of  a  national  debt,  and  the 
intervening  difficulties  of  a  foreign  war,  the  connexion  was 
continued  from  motives  of  convenience ;  but  these  causes 
have  long  since  passed  away.  We  have  no  emergencies 
thul  in. ike  banks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury ;  we  have  no  load  of  national  debt  to  provide 
for,  and  we  have  on  actual  deposite  a  large  surplus.  No 
public  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  the  renewal  of  a 
connexion  that  circumstances  have  dissolved.  The  com- 
plete  organization  of  our  Government,  the  alwndance  of 
our  resources,  the  general  harmony  which  prevails  between 
the  different  Stales,  and  with  foreign  Powers— all  enable  us 
now  to  select  the  system  most  consistent  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Should 
we,  then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
local  banks,  it  can  only  be  under  a  conviction  that  past  fail- 
ures have  arisen  from  accidental,  not  inherent  defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  be  avoided  in 
such  an  arrangement,  is  made  strikingly  evident  in  the 
very  event  by  which  it  has  now  been  defeated.  A  sudden 
act  of  the  banks  intrusted  with  the  fund*  of  the  people, 
deprives  the  Treasury,  without  fault  or  agency  of  the 
Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay  its  - 
reocy  they  have  by  law  a  right  to  ' 


stance  no  fluctuation  of  commerce  could  have  produced,  if 
the  public  revenue  had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency, 
and  kept  in  that  form  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury. 
The  citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  back, 
since  the  suspension,  nt  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount  j  whilst 
he  who  kept  it  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  country,  and  in 
his  own  possession,  pursues,  without  loss,  the  current  of 
his  business.  The  Government,  placed  in  the  situation  of 
the  former,  is  involved  in  embarrassments  it  could  not  hare 
suffered  had  it  pursued  the  course  of  die  latter.  These 
embarrassments  are,  moreover,  augmented  by  those  salu- 
tary nnd  just  laws  which  foibid  it  to  use  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency, and,  by  so  doing,  take  fiom  the  Government  thn 
ability  which  individuals  have  of  accommodating  their 
transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  which  can,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  by,  thus  suddenly  prevent  the 
application  and  the  use  of  the  money  of  the  people,  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  objects  they  have  directed,  cannot  be 
wise  ;  but  who  can  think,  without1  painful  reflection,  that, 
under  it,  the  same  unforeseen  events  might  have  befallen 
us  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  (h%moment 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very  means  which 
were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national  welfare  and 
guurd  Mir  national  rights  ?  To  such  embarrassments  and 
to  such  dangers  will  this  Government  be  always  exposed, 
whilst  it  takes  the  moneys  raised  for,  and  necessary  to,  the 
public  service,  out  of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and 
converts  them  into  a  mere  right  of  action  against -corpora- 
tions intrusted  with  the  possession  of  them.  Nor  can  such 
results  be  effectually  guarded  against  in  such  a  system, 
without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control  over  the 
banks  themselves,  whether  State  or  national,  that  might 
with  reason  be  objected  to.  Ours  is,  probably,  the  only 
Government  in  the  world  that  is  liable,  in  the  management 
of  its  fiscal  concerns,  to  occurrences  like  these.  But  this 
imminent  risk  is  not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  public  money  to  the  custody  and  control  of 
local  corporations.  Though  the  object  is  aid  to  the  Treas- 
ury, its  effect  may  be  to  introduce  into  the  operations  of 
the  Government  influences  the  most  subtle,  founded  on 
interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by^pe  banks,  for  their  own  benefit,  of  the  money 
u  ■  i  ft  them,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Gov- 


.  of  this  connexion.  The 
of  being  kept  till 
j  of  this  authority, 


deposited 
eminent  from  the  < 
money  received  from  the  people, 
1 1  is  nctft^od  for  tlic  1 1  usc^  ij^j  hi  cods 

a  fund,  on  which  discounts  are  made  for  the  profit  of  those 
who  happen  to  be  owners  of  slock  in  the  banks  selected  as 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  often  exaggerated  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  boon  will  always  cause  it  to  be  sought 
for  with  avidity.  1  will  not  stop  to  consider  on  whom  the 
patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  conferred ;  whether  the 
selection  and  control  be  trusted  to  Congress  or  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, either  will  be  subjected  to  appeals  made  in  every 
form  which  the  sagacity  of  interest  can  suggest.  The 
banks,  under  such  a  system,  arc  stimulated  lo  make  the  moat 
of  their  fortunate  acquisition ;  the  deposite*  are  Healed  as 
an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are  rashly 
augmented,  and,  when  the  public  exigencies  require  a  re- 
turn, it  is  attended  with  embarrassments  not  provided  for, 
nor  foreseen.  Thus  banks  lhat 
fortunate  whcnUic  public  «ju"d»^ 

denly  arrives. 

Unfortunately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  system  are  not  hunt- 
ed to  the  banks.  It  stimulates  a  general  rashness  of  en- 
terprise, and  aggravates  the  fluctuations  of  commerce  and 
the  currency.  This  result  was  strikingly  exhibited  during 
the  late  operat  ions  of  ihe  deposite  system,  and  especially  in 
the  purchases  of  public  lands.  The  order  which  ultimately 
directed  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  in  such  purchases, 
greatly  checked,  but  would  not  altogether  prevent,  the  evil. 
Specie  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be  procured  than  the 
notes  which  ihe  banks  could  themselves  create  at  pleasure ; 
but  slill.bcing  obtained  from  them  as  a  loan,  and  returned  as 
a  deposite,  which  they  were  again  at  liberty  to  use,  it  only 
passed  round  the  circle  with  diminished  speed.  Thisope- 
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ration  could  not  have  been  performed,  had  the  funds  of  the 
Government  gone  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  regularly  dis- 
bursed, and  not  into  banks,  to  be  loaned  out  for  their  own 
profit,  while  they  were  permitted  to  substitute  for  it  a 
credit  in  account. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I  desire  not  to  under- 
value the  benefits  of  a  salutary  credit  to  any  branch  of  en- 
terprise. The  credit  bestowed  on  probity  and  industry  is 
the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an  honorable  incentive  to  fur- 
ther acquisition.  None  oppose  it  who  love  their  country 
•ad  understand  its  welfare.  But  when  it  is  unduly  encou- 
raged—when it  is  made  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  the 
temptations  of  sudden  and  unsubstantial  wealth — when  it 
turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to  disap- 
pointment and  distress— it  becomes  liable  to  censure,  and 
needs  correction.  Far  from  helping  probity  and  industry, 
the  ruin  to  which  it  leads  falls  most  severely  on  the  great 
laboring  classes,  who  are  thrown  suddenly  ou:  of  employ- 
ment, and,  by  the  failure  of  magnificent  schemes  never  in- 
tended to  enrich  them,  are  deprived  in  a  moment  of  their 
only  resource.  Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  specula- 
tion will  happen  in  despite  of  the  most  salutary  laws;  no 
Government,  perhaps,  can  altogether  prevent  them;  but 
surely  every  Government  can  refrain  from  contributing  the 
stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to  lend  the 
public  money  to  the  local  banks  is  hazardous  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  at  least  of  doubtful  benefit  to  the 
institutions  themselves,  and  productive  of  disastrous  de- 
rangement in  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country,  is 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  again  to  renew  the  connexion? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  is  in  many  respcru  con- 
venient to  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  not  indispensable.  A 
i  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its  actual 
t  of  the  revenue  to  those  expenses,  with  conve- 
means  far  its  prompt  application  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  raised,  are  the  objects  which  we  should  seek 
to  accomplish.  The  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
well  managed  by  officers  of  the  Government.  Its  col- 
lection, and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursement  also,  have 
indeed  been  hitherto  conducted  solely  by  them  ;  neither 
national  nor  State  banks,  when  employed,  being  required 
to  do  more  than  keep  it  safely  while  in  their  custody, 
and  transfer  and  pay  it  in  such  portions  and  at  such  times 
as  the  Treasury  shall  direct. 

Surely  bonks  are  not  more  able  than  the  Government 
to  secure  the.  money  in  their  possession  against  accident, 
violence,  or  fraud.  The  assertion  that  they  are  so,  must 
assume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is  stronger  than  a  vault  in 
the  Treasury;  and  that  direclois,  cashiers,  and  clerks, 
not  selected  by  the  Government,  nor  under  its  control,  are 
more  worthy  of  confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the 

Ceople  and  responsible  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound 
-y  official  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  constantly  subject  to  the  supervision  of 
Congress. 

The  difficulties  of  transfer,  and  the  aid  heretofore  ren- 
dered by  banks,  have  been  less  than  is  usually  supposed. 
The  actual  accounts  show  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 
made  within  short  or  convenient  distances 
i  places  of  collection  ;  and  the  whole  number  of 
*  issued  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1834— a  year, 
the  results  of  which  will,  it  is  believed,  afford  a  safe  lest  for 
the  future — fell  short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  average  of 
less  than  one  daily  for  each  State  ;  in  the  city  of  New 
York  they  did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  ut 
the  city  of  Washington,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover,  daily 
lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and  facility  of 
communication ;  and  it  may  be  asserted  with  confidence, 
that  the  necessary  transfers,  as  well  as  the  safe-keeping 
and  disbursements  of  the  public  moneys,  can  be  with  safe- 
ty and  convenience  accomplished  through  the  agencies  of 
Treasury  officers.    The  opinion  has  been,  in  some  degree, 

confirmed  by  actual  experu  nee  til  the  di;  continuance  of 

the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  in  May  last;  a  period  which, 
from  the  embarrassments  in  commercial  intercourse,  pre- 


sented obst 
prehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  public  money 
period  is  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.    That  officer  also  suggests  the  propriety  of  as- 


signing, by  law,  certain  additional  duties  to  existing  estab- 
lishments and  officers,  which,  with  the  modifications  and 
safeguards  referred  to  by  him,  will,  he  thinks,  enable  the 
Depaitment  to  continue  to  perfoim  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lie  service,  without  any  material  addition  either  to  their 
number  or  to  the  present  expense.  The  extent  of  the  bur- 
ners to  be  transacted  has  already  been  stated;  and  in  re- 
spect to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the  officers  em- 
ployed would  be  intrusted  at  any  one  time,  it  appears  that, 
a  balance  of  five,  millions  to  be  at  t.li  times  kept 


in  the  Treasury,  and  the  whole  of  it  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  and  receivers,  the  proportion  of  each  would 
not  exceed  an  average  of  thirty  thousand  dollars;  but 
that,  deducting  one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 


nvn         .n  Unity 

_  one  million  for  the  use  of  the  mint,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
one-half  of  the  present  number  of  officers — a  supposition 
deemed  more  likely  to  correspond  with  the  fact — the  sum 
in  the  hands  of  each  would  still  be  less  than  the  amount  of 
most  of  the  bonds  now  taken  from  the  receivers  of  public 
money.  Every  apprehension,  however,  on  the  subject, 
either  in  respect  to  the  safety  of  the  money,  or  the  faithful 
discharge  ot  these  fiscal  transactions,  may,  it  appears  to 
me,  be  effectually  removed  by  adding  to  the  present  means 
of  tiie  Treasury  live  establishment  by  luw,  at  a  few  im- 
portant points,  of  offices  for  the  deposite  and  disbursement 
portions  of  the  public  revenue  as  cannot,  with  un- 
safely and  convenience,  be  left  in  the  possession  of 
Heeling  officers  until  paid  over  by  them  to  the  public 
creditors.  Neither  the  amounts  retained  in  their  hands, 
nor  those  deposited  in  the  offices,  would,  in  an  ordinary 
condition  of  the  revenue,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those 
often  under  the  control  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  ami  might  be  made  entirely  safe,  by  requiring 
such  securities,  and  exercising  such  controlling  supervision, 
as  Congress  may  by  law  prescribe.  The  principal  officers 
« -hose  appointments  would  become  necessary  under  this 
plan,  taking  the  largest  number  suggested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  would  not  exceed  ten;  nor  the  additional 
expenses,  at  the  same  estimati 


There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  obligation  of  those  who  are 
intrusted  with  the  affairs  of  Government,  to  conduct  them 
with  aa  little  cost  to  the  nation  as  is  consistent  with  the 
public  interest  |  and  it  is  for  Congress,  and  ultimately  for 
the  people,  to  decide  whe«.hcr  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
keeping  our  fiscal  concerns  apart,  and  severing  the  connex- 
ion which  has  hitherto  existed  between  the  Government 
and  banks,  offer  sufficient  advantages  to  justify  the  neces- 
sary expenses.  If  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  deemed 
important  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  country,  I  cannot  al- 
low myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the  public  expen- 
diture of  comparatively  so  small  an  amount  as  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  effect  it,  will  be  objected  to  by  the  people. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
herewith  communicated,  that  the  fiscal  affairs  of  that  De- 


partment have  been  successfully  conducted  since  May 
upon  the  principle  of  dealing  only  in  the  lepl  currency  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  needs  no  legislation  to  main- 
tain its  credit, and  facilitate  the  management  of  its  concerns; 
the  existing  laws  being,  in  the  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample 
for  those  objects. 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  for  a  season,  and 
in<- :•<••«• <  'I  sei  \  ic<  s  1 1  quired  from  the  public  functionaries  ; 
such  are  usually  incident  to  ihe  commencement  of  every 
system,  but  they  will  be  greatly  lessened  in  the  progress  of 
its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected  with 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  are 
topics  on  which  the  public  mind  is  naturally,  and  with 
great  propriety,  peculiarly  sensitive.  Much  has  been 
said  on  them,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  separation  of 
the  Government  from  the  banking  institutions ;  and  sure- 
ly no  one  can  object  to  any  appeals 
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the  subject,  which  are -consistent  with  facts,  and  evince  a 
proper  resjwet  for  the  intelligence  of  llic  people.  If  « 
Chief  Magistrate  may  be  allowed  lo  apeak  for  himself 
on  such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  nothing  would 
be  more  acceptable  than  the  withdrawal  from  the  Execu- 
tive, tu  the  greatest  piaclkable  extent,  of  all  concern  in 
the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue :  not 
that  I  would  shrink  from  any  responsibility  cast  upon  me 
by  the  duties  of  my  office,  but  because  it  is  my  firm  be- 
lief that  its  capacity  for  usefulness  is  in  no  degree  pro- 
moted by  the  |x>sscssion  of  any  patronage  not  actually 
necessary  lo  the  performance  of  those  duties.  But  under 
our  present  form  of  government,  tho  intervention  of  the 
executive  officers  in  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  money  seems  to  be  unavoidable  ;  and  before  it  can 
be  admitted  that  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Executive 
would  be  increased  hy  dispensing  with  the  agency  of 
banks,  the  nature  of  that  intervention  in  such  an  agency 
must  be  carefully  regarded,  and  a  comparison  must  be  in- 
stituted between  its  extent  in  the  two  eases. 

The  revenue  can  only  be  collected  by  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  public  moneys,  in  the  first  instance,  must,  there- 
fore, in  all  cases,  pass  through  hands  selected  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Other  officers  appointed  in  the  same  way,  or,  as 
in  some  rases,  by  the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intrust- 
ed with  them  when  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement- 
It  is  thus  seen  thut  even  when  banks  arc  employed,  the 
public  funds  must  twice  pass  through  the  hands  of  execu- 
tive officers.  Besides  this,  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, who  also  holds  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  and  some  other  officers  of  the  same  department, 
must  necessarily  be  invested  with  more  or  less  power  in 
the  selection,  continuance,  and  supervision  of  the  banks 
that  may  be  employed.  The  question  is  then  narrowed  to 
the  single  point,  whether,  in  the  intermediate  stage  be- 
tween Die  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
the  agency  of  banks  is  necessary  to  avoid  a  dangerous 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Executive? 
But  is  it  clear  that  the  connexion  of  the  Executive  with 
powerful  moneyed  institutions,  capable  uf  ministering  to 
the  interests  of  men  in  points  where  they  are  most  accessi- 
ble to  c«n upturn,  is  less  liable  lo  abuse,  than  his  constitu- 
tional agency  in  the  appointment  and  control  of  the  few 
public  officers  required  by  the  proposed  plan?  Will  the 
public  money,  when  in  their  hands,  be  necessarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  die  Executive  ? 
May  it  not  be  hoped  thai  a  prudent  fear  of  public  jealousy 
and  disapprobation^-  in  a  matter  so  peculiarly  exposed  to 
them,  will  deter  him  from  any  such  interference,  even  if 
higher  motives  be  found  inoperative  ?  May  not  Congress 
f,o  regulate  by  law  the  duty  of  those  officers,  and  subject 
it  lo  such  supervision  and  publicity,  as  to  prevent  the  pos- 
sibility of  any  serious  abuse  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  ? 
and  is  there  equal  room  for  such  supervision  and  publicity 
in  a  connexion  with  banks,  acting  under  '.he  shield  of  cor- 
porate immunities,  and  conducted  by  persons  irresponsible 
to  the  Government  and  die  people  ?  It  is  believed  that  a 
considerate  and  candid  investigation  of  these  questions  will 
result  in  the  conviction  that  the  proposed  plan  is  far  less 
to  objection,  on  the  score  of  Executive  patronage  and 
igency  that  has  been,  or  can  be, 


gal. 
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as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Executive  but 

J  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on 
whatever  plan  may  be  ultimately  established, 
my  own  part  shall  be  so  discharged  as  lo  give  to  it  a  fair 
trial,  and  the  best  prospect  of  success. 

The  character  of  the  funds  to  be  received  and  i 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  likewise 
your  most  careful  consideration. 

There  cun  be  no  doubt  that  those  who  framed  and 
adopted  the  constitution,  having  in  immediate  view  the 
depreciated  paper  of  the  confederacy— -of  which  five  hun- 
dred dollars  in  paper  were,  at  times,  only  equal  to  one 
dollar  in  coin— intended  to  pievent  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
lar evils,  so  far  at  least  as  i  elated  to  the  transactions  of  the 
new  Government.    The.y  gave  to  Congress  express  pow- 


jntrol,  than  any  bank  agency 

With  these  views,  I  leave  lo  Congress  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  regulate,  in  the  present  emergency,  the  safe- 
keeping and  transfer  of  the  public  moneys.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  constitutional  duty,  I  have  stated  to  them,  without 
reserve,  the  result  of  my  own  reflections.  The  subject  is 
of  great  importance,  and  one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  ex- 
pect to  be  as  united  in  sentiment  as  we  arc  in  interest.  It 
deserves  a  full  and  free  discussion,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
benefited  by  a  dispassionate  comparison  of  opinions.  Well 
aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  concession  among 
the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  I  can  pro- 
mise arriHoimble  spirit  of  co-operation,  so  fm  as  it  can 
be  indulged  in  without  the  surrender  of  constitutional  ol»- 
jeclinns,  which  I  hi  lieve  to  lie  well  founded.  Any  system 
thai  may  be  adopted  should  I*  subjected  to  the  fullest  le- 


loyed  to  create  a  paper  currency ;  they  [ 
States  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  firsl  Congress  di- 
rected, by  positive  law,  that  the  revenue  should  be  re- 
ceived in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  Exigency  at  the  outset  of  the  Goverrmenl,  with- 
out direct  legislative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of  banks  ns 
fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  In  admitted  deviation  from 
the  law,  at  the.  same  period,  and  under  the  same  exigency, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  received  their  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  duties.  The  sole  ground  on  which  the  practice, 
thus  commenced,  was  then,  or  has  since  been  justified,  is 
the  certain,  immcdiale,  and  convenient  exchange  of  such 
notes  for  specie.  The  Government  did  indeed  recei  ve  the 
inconvertible  notes  of  State  banks  during  the 
of  war ;  and  the  community  submitted  without 
to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multiplied  evils  of 
such  a  course  was  productive.  Wilh  the  war,  this  indul- 
gence ceased  ;  and  the  banks  were  obliged  again  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  gold  and  silver.  The  Treasury,  in  accord- 
ance with  previous  practice,  continued  to  dispense  wilh 
the  currency  required  by  the  act  of  1789,  and  took  the 
notes  of  banks,  in  full  confidence  of  their  being  paid  in  spe- 
cie on  demand  ;  and  Congress,  to  guard  against  the  slight- 
est violation  of  this  principle,  have  declared,  by  law,  (hat 
if  notes  are  paid  in  the  transactions  of  the  Government,  it 
musl  be  under  such  circumstances  as  lo  enable  the  holder 
to  convert  them  into  specie  without  depreciation  or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when  the 
banks  suspended  specie  payments,  I  could  not  doubt. 
Directions  were  immediately  given  to  prevent  the  re- 
ception into  the  Treasury  of  any  thing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver  or  its  equivalent!  and' every  practicable  arrangement 
was  ma  le  to  preserve  the  public  faith  by  similar  or 
equivalent  payments  to  the  public  creditors.  The  rev- 
enue from  lands  had  been  for  some  time  substantially  so 
collected,  under  the  order  issued  by  the  directions  of 
my  predecessor.  The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so 
salutary,  and  its  forecast  in  regard  to  the  increasing  in- 
security of  bank  paper  had  become  to  apparent,  that, 
even  before  the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  lo  inter- 
fere with  its  operation.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
whether  the. revenue  shall  continue  to  be  so  collected  or 
not. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not  re- 
deemed in  specie  on  demand,  will  not,  I  presume,  be 
sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  without  the  excuse  of 
war  or  public  distress,  that  equality  of  imports,  and  iden- 
tity of  commercial  regulation,  which  lie  at  the  founda- 
tion of  our  confederacy,  and  would  offer  to  each  State 
a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  foreign  trade,  by  de- 
preciating the  currency  received  for  duties  in  its  ports. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  also,  in  a  great  degree,  frus- 
trate the  policy,  so  highly  cherished,  of  infusing  into  our 
circulation  a  larger  proportion  of  the  precious  metals;  a 
policy  the  wisdom  of  which  none  can  doubt,  though 
there  mav  be  different  opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  thouUl  be  carried.    Its  results  have  been  already  too 
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auspicious,  and  its  success  is  loo  closely  interwoven  with 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  contemplate  its  abandonment.  We  have 
seen,  under  its  influence,  our  specie  augmented  beyond 
eighty  millions;  our  coinage  incressed  so  as  to  make  that 
of  gold  amount,  between  August,  1834,  and  December, 
18.16,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding  the  whole 
coinage  at  the  mint  during  the  thirty-one  previous  years. 
The  prospect  of  further  improvement  continued  without 
abatement  until  the  moment  of  the  suspension  or  specie 
payments.  This  policy  has  now,  indeed,  been  suddenly 
checked,  but  is  still  far  from  being  overthrown.  Amidst 
all  conflicting  theories,  one  position  is  undeniable:  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  when  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necessity  fur  their  use  as  a  circulating  me- 
dium. It  was  In  strict  accordance  with  this  truth,  that 
whilst,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  they  were  every  where 
seen,  and  were  current  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  they 
disappeared  from  circulation  the  moment  the  payment 
of  specie  was  refused  by  the  banks,  and  the  community 
tacitly  agreed  to  dispense  with  its  employment.  Their 
place  was  supplied  by  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper, 
and,  in  many  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already 
are  the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  greatly  deprecia- 
ted,  and  they  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  and 
another;  thus  diminishing  and  making  uncertain  the 
worth  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  failing  to 
subserve,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of  busi- 
ness. With  each  succeeding  day  the  metallic  currency 
decreases;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the  natural  fear  that, 
once  parted  with,  it  cannot  be  replaced;  while  by  others 
it  is  diverted  from  its  more  legitimate  uses,  for  the  sake 
of  gain.  Should  Congress  sanction  this  condition  of 
things,  by  making  irredeemable  paper  money  receivable 
in  payment  of  public  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise 
and  salutary  policy  will,  in  all  probability,  be  converted 
into  its  absolute  destruction. 

It  is  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible  into  spe- 
cie may  he  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  without 
being  liable  to  all  these  objections,  and  that  such  a 
course  may,  to  some  extent,  promote  individual  conve 
.nience;  an  object  always  to  be  considered  where  it  does 
hot  conflict  with  the  principles  of  our  Government  or 
the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  If  such  notes  only 
were  received,  and  always  under  circumstances  allow- 
ing their  early  presentation  for  payment,  and  if,  at  short 
and  fixed  periods,  they  were  converted  into  specie,  to 
be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  some  of  the 
most  serious  obstacles  to  their  reception  would  perhaps 
be  removed.  To  retain  the  notes  in  the  Treasury  would 
be  to  renew,  under  another  form,  the  loans  of  public 
money  to  the  banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

Ft  is,  however,  a  mistaken  impression,  that  any  large 
amount  of  specie  is  required  for  public  payments.  Of 
the  seventy  or  eighty  millions  now  estimated  to  be  in 
the  country,  ten  millions  would  be  abundantly  sufficient 
for  that  purpose,  provided  an  accumulation  of  a  large 
amount  of  revenue,  beyond  the  necessary  wants  of  the 
Government,  be  hereafter  prevented.  If  to  these  con- 
siderations be  added  the  facilities  which  will  arise  from 
enabling  the  Treasury  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  by 
rts  drafts  or  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  no  motive  of  conve- 
nience to  the  citixen  requires  the  r« 


reception  of  bank 
paper. 

To  say  that  the  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the  Gov 
ernment  introduces  an  unjust  discrimination  between 
the  currency  received  by  it,  and  that  used  by  individuals 
in  their  ordinary  affairs,  is,  in  my  judgment,  to  view  it 
in  a  very  erroneous  fight.  The  constitution  prohibits 
the  States  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debt*,  and  thus  secures  to 
every  citizen  a  right  to  demand  payment  in  the  h-gal 


currency.  To  provide  by  law  that  the  Government  will 
only  receive  its  dues  in  gold  and  silver,  is  not  to  confer 
on  it  any  peculiar  privilege,  but  merely  to  place  it  on 
an  f  quality  with  the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right 
secured  to  him  by  the  constitution.  It  is  doubtless  for 
this  reason  that  the  principle  has  been  sanctioned  by 
successive  laws,  from  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  un- 
der the  constitution  down  to  the  last.  Such  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  such  sources, 
afford  a  decisive  answer  to  the  imputation  of  inequality 
or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  is  one  of  restriction,  not  of 
favor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in  payment 
any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is  to  refuse  him 
a  discretion  possessed  by  every  citizen.  It  may  be  left 
to  those  who  have  the  management  of  their  own  trans- 
actions, to  make  their  own  terms;  but  no  auch  discretion 
should  be  given  to  him  who  acts  merely  as  an  agent  of 
the  people,  who  is  to  collect  what  the  law  requires, 
and  to  pay  the  appropriations  it  makes.  When  bank 
notes  are  redeemed  on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimi- 
nation in  reality,  for  the  individual  who  receives  them 
msy,  at  his  option,  substitute  the  specie  for  them;  he 
takes  them  from  convenience  or  choice.  When  they 
are  not  so  redeemed,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
their  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  public  officer,  should  be 
permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  individual; 
•fit  were,  the  effect  would  be  most  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic, since  their  officer  could  make  none  of  those  arrange- 
ments to  meet  or  guard  against  the  depreciation,  which 
an  individual  is  at  liberty  to  do.  Nor  can  inconveni- 
ence to  the  community  be  alleged  as  an  objection  to  such 
a  regulation.  Its  object  and  motive  are  their  conve- 
nience and  welfare. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  simultaneous  and  unexpected  sus- 
pension by  the  banks,  it  adds  something  to  the  many 
embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these  are  far 
overbalanced  by  its  direct  tendency  to  produce  a  wider 
circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  to  increase  the  safety  of 
bank  paper,  to  improve  the  general  currency,  and  thus 
to  prevent  altogether  such  occurrences,  and  the  other 
and  far  greater  evils  that  attend  them. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  questioned,  whether  it  is  not  for 
the  interest  of  the  banks  themselves  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  receive  their  paper.  They  would  be 
conducted  with  more  caution,  and  on  sounder  principles. 
By  using  specie  only  in  its  transactions,  the  Government 
would  create  a  demand  for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great 
extent,  prevent  its  exportation,  and,  by  keeping  it  in 
circulation,  maintain  a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the 
psper  currency.  That  the  banks  would  thus  be  render- 


more  sound,  and  the  community 


ale, 


e<: 

admit  of  a  doubt. 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but  fairly 
carry  out  the  provisions  or  the  federal  constitution  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  ss  far  as  relates  to  the  public 
revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was  framed, 
there  were  but  three  or  four  banks  in  the  United  States; 
and  had  the  extension  of  the  banking  system,  and  the 
evils  growing  out  of  it,  been  foreseen,  they  would 
probably  have  been  specislly  guarded  against.  The 
same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohibition  or  bills  of 
credit  by  the  States,  would,  doubtless,  in  that  event, 
have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a  currency  in  any 
other  form.  The  constitution,  however,  contains  no 
such  prohibition ;  and,  since  the  States  have  exercised 
for  nearly  half  a  century  the  power  to  regulate  the  busi- 
ness of  banking,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  will  be 
abandoned.  The  whole  matter  is  now  under  discussion 
before  the  proper  tribunal — the  people  of  the  Statea. 
Never  before  has  the  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  its  importance;  never 
has  the  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  been 


to  so 
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searching  an  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  in* 
telligence  and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doubt  the  speedy 
and  efficient  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as  the 
public  pood  demands.  All  that  can  rightfully  be  done 
by  the  federal  Government,  to  promote  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  important  object,  will,  without  doubt,  be 
performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  duly  to  provide  alt  the 
remedies  against  a  depreciated  paper  currency  which 
the  constitution  enables  us  to  aiTord.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occasions  has  suggested 
the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform  law  concern- 
ing bankruptcies  of  corporations,  and  other  bankers. 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  such  a  law,  a  salutary 
check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on  the  issues  of  paper 
money,  and  an  effectual  remedy  given  to  the  citizen  in 
a  way  at  onco  equal  In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fully 
authorized  by  the  constitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authority  in  the 
payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  already  mentioned. 
Seeing  that  the  immediate  enforcement  of  these  obliga- 
tions would  subject  a  large  and  highly  respectable  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  to  great  sacrifices,  snd  believing  that 
a  temporary  postponement  could  be  made  without  det- 
riment to  other  interests,  and  with  increased  certainty  of 
ultimate  payment,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the 
request  that  was  made  of  me.  The  terms  allowed  are, 
to  the  full  extent,  as  liberal  as  any  that  are  to  be  round 
in  the  practice  of  the  Executive  Department.  It  re- 
mains for  Congress  to  decide  whether  a  further  post- 
ponement may  not  with  propriety  be  allowed,  and,  if 
so,  their  legislation  upon  the  subject  is  respectfully  in- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  ex- 
hibit the  condition  or  these  debt*;  the  extent  and  effect 
of  the  present  indulgence!  the  probable  result  of  its 
further  extension  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury!  and  ev- 
ery other  fact  necessary  to  a  full  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Similar  information  is  communicated  in  regard 
to  such  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  as  are  indebted 
to  the  Government,  in  order  that  Congress  may  also 
adopt  the  proper  measures  in  regard  to  them. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  ilinse  for  the  residue,  will  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In 
his  report  of  December  last,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
current  receipts  would  fall  short  of  the  expenditures  by 
shout  three  millions  of  dollars.  It  w  ill  be  seen  that  the 
difference  will  be  much  greater.  This  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted not  only  to  the  occurrence  of  greater  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments in  the  business  or  the  country  than  those 
which  were  then  predicted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater 
diminution  in  the  revenue,  but  aUo  to  the  fact  that  the 
appropriations  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millions,  the 
amount  which  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates  then  sub- 
mitted. The  sum  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
beyond  the  probable  receipts,  and  the  amount  winch  it 
was  intended  should  be  reserved  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millions. 
Ifthe  whole  of  the  reserved  balance  be  not  at  once  ap- 
plied to  the  current  expenditures,  but  four  millions  be 
still  kept  in  the  Treasury,  as  seems  most  expedient,  for 
the  uses  of  the  mint,  and  to  meet  contingencies,  the  sum 
needed  will  be  ten  millions. 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated  on 
the  supposition  of  some  further  extension  of  the  indul- 
gence granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties,  which 
will  affect  the  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  millions. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount  by 
increased  taxation.    There  are  now  in  the 
nine  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  directed  by 


the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  to  be  deposited  with 
the  States  in  October  next.  This  sum,  if  so  deposited, 
will  be  subject,  under  the  law,  to  be  recalled,  if  needed, 
to  defray  existing  appropriations;  and  as  it  is  now  evident 
that  the  whole,  or  the  principal  part  of  it,  will  be  want- 
ed for  that  purpose,  it  appears  most  proper  that  the  de- 
pnsite  should  be  withheld.  Until  the  amount  can  be 
collected  from  the  banks, Treasury  notes  may  be  tempo- 
rarily issued,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is  received. 

1  am  aware  that  this  course  may  be  productive  of  in- 
convenience to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  upon  the 
acts  of  Congress  which  held  out  to  them  the  strong 
probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  receiving  this  instal- 
ment, they  have  in  some  instances  adopted  measures 
with  which  its  retention  may  seriously  interfere.  That 
such  a  condition  of  things  should  have  occurred,  is 
much  to  be  regretted.  It  ts  not  the  least  among  the  un- 
fortunate results  of  the  disasters  of  the  timers  and  it  is 
for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit  remedy,  if  there  be  one. 
The  money  being  indispensable  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle 
of  justice  or  expediency  its  application  to  that  object 
can  be  avoided.  To  recall  any  portions  of  the  stum 
already  deposited  with  the  States,  would  be  more  in- 
convenient and  less  efficient.  To  burden  the  country 
with  increased  taxation,  when  there  is  in  fact  a  large 
surplus  revenue,  would  be  unjust  and  unwise;  to  raise 
moneys  by  loans  under  such  circumstances,  and  thus  to 
commence  a  new  national  debt,  would  scarcely  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  American  people. 

The  plan  proposed  will  be  adequate  to  all  our  fiscal 
operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Should 
it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  the  ample  re- 
sources of  the  country,  will  be  able  to  discharge,  punc- 
tually, every  pecuniary  obligation.  For  the  future,  all 
that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and  forbearance  in 
appropriations  which  the  diminution  of  the  revenue 
requires,  and  which  the  complete  accomplishment  or 
great  forwardness  of  msny  expensive  national  under- 
takings renders  equally  consistent  with  prudence  and 
patriotic  liberality. 

The  preceding  suggestions  and  recommendations  are 
submitted,  in  the  belief  that  their  adoption  by  Congress 
will  enable  the  Executive  Department  to  conduct  our 
fiscal  concerns  with  success,  so  far  as  their  management 
has  been  committed  to  it.  Whilst  the  objects,  and  the 
means  proposed  to  attain  them,  are  within  its  constitu- 
tional powers  and  appropriate  duties,  they  will  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  hoped,  by  their  necessary  operation, 
afford  essential  aid  in  the  transaction  of  individual  con- 
cerns, and  thus  yield  relief  to  the  people  at  large  in  a 
form  adapted  to  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Those 
who  look  to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  specific 
aid  to  the  citizens  to  relieve  embarrassments  arising 
from  losses  by  revulsions  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose, 
sight  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the  pow- 
ers with  which  it  is  clothed.  It  was  established  to  give 
security  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honorable  pursuits, 
under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  republican  institutions.  It 
w  as  not  intended  to  confer  special  favors  on  individuals, 
or  on  any  classes  of  them;  to  create  systems  of  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  or  trade;  or  to  engage  in  them, 
either  separately  or  in  connexion  with  individual  citi- 
zens or  organized  associations.  If  its  operations  were 
to  be  directed  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  class,  equiva- 
lent favors  must,  in  justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest;  and 
the  attempt  to  bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  hand, 
or  even  to  select  those  who  should  most  deserve  them, 
would  never  be  successful.  All  communities  are  apt  to 
look  to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
country,  where  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  strictly 
limited,  we  are  prone  to  do  so,  especially  *  periods  of 
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to  be.  The  fruiter*  of  our  excellent  constitution,  and  the 
people  who  approved  it  with  calm  and  sagacious  delibera- 
tion, acted  at  (be  time  on  a  sounder  principle.  They 
wisely  judged  that  the  leas  Government  inteferes  with  pri- 
vate pursuits,  the  better  for  general  prosperity.  Il  is  not 
its  l  egitimate  object  to  make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  di- 
rect grants  of  money  or  legislation  in  favor  of  particular 
,  pursuits,  losses  not  incurred  in  the  public  service.  This 
would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of  some  for  the 
bene6t  of  others.  But  its  real  duty — that  duty  the  per- 
formance of  which  makes  a  good  Government  the  most 
precious  of  human  blessings — is  to  enact  and  enforce  a 
system  of  general  laws  commensurate  with,  but  not  exceed- 
ing, the  objects  of  its  establishment,  and  to  leave  every  cit- 
izen and  every  interest  lo  reap,  under  its  benign  protec- 
tion, the  rewards  of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  dooht  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  occasions, 
the  Federal  Government  will  find  its  agency  most  condu- 
cive to  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  people,  when  lim- 
ited to  tlie  exercise  of  its  conceded  powers.  In  never  as- 
suming, even  for  a  well-meant  object,  such  powers  as  were 
not  designed  lo  be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do 
moft  for  the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen,  will  result  in 
more  benefit  than  to  adopt  measures  which  could  only  as- 
sist limited  interests,  and  are  eagerly,  but  |*rhaps  naturally, 
sought  for,  under  the  pressure  of  temporary  circumstances. 
If,  therefore,  I  refrain  from  suggesting  to  Congress  any 
specific  plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  country, 
relieving  mercantile  embarrassments,  or  interfering  with 
the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign  or  domestic  commerce, 
it  is  from  a  conviction  that  such  measures  are  not  within 
the  constitutional  province  of  the  General  Government,  and 
that  their  adoption  would  not  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
nent w>  Ifaro  of  those  they  might  he  designed  to  aid. 

The  difficulties  and  distresses  of  the  times,  though  un- 
questionably great,  are  limited  in  their  extent,  and  cannot 
be  regarded  as  affecting  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  Arising,  in  a  great  degree,  from  the  transactions 
of  foreign  and  domestic  cotnmerre,  it  is  upon  them  that  they 
have  chiefly  fallen.  The  great  agricultural  interest  has,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  suffered  comparatively  little; 
and,  as  if  Providence  intended  to  display  the  munificence 
of  its  goodness  at  the  moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  in 


:  contrast  to  the  evils  occasioned  by  the  waywardness 
of  man,  we  have  been  blessed  throughout  our  extended 
territory  with  a  season  of  general  health  and  of  uncommon 
fruitful ness.  The  proceeds  of  our  great  staples  will  soon 
famish  the  means  of  liquidating  debts  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  contribute  equally  to  the  revival  of  commercial  activity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit.  The  bank*,  es- 
tablished avowedly  for  its  »opport,  deriving  their  profits 
from  it,  and  resting  under  obligations  to  it  which  cannot 
be  overlooked,  will  feel  at  once  the  necessity  and  justice  of 
uniting  their  energies  with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest. 
The  suspension  of  specie  payments,  at  such  a  timo  and 
under  such  circumstances  as  wo  have  lately  witnessed, 
could  not  be  other  than  a  temporary  measure ;  and  we  can 
scarcely  err  in  believing  that  the  period  must  soon  arrive 
when  all  that  are  solvent  will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold 
and  silver.  Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  resources 
and  prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  our  merchants  hsa 
accumulated,  or  their  credit  i«  impaired,  these  are  fluctua- 
tions always  incident  to  extensive  or  extravagant  mercantile 
transactions.  But  the  ultimate  security  of  such  obligations 
dors  not  admit  of  question.  They  arc  guarantied  by  the 
resources  of  a  country,  the  fruits  of  whose  industry  afford 
abundant  means  of  ample  li  quidation,  and  by  the  evident 
interest  of  every  merchant  to  sustain  a  credit,  hitherto  high, 
by  promptly  applying  these  means  for  its  preservation. 

I  deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which  require 
me  to  ask  your  consideration  of  such  serious  topic*.  I  could 
Vot.  XIV. — A  S 


have  wished  that,  in  making  my  first  communication  to  the 
assembled  Representatives  of  my  countiy,  I  had  nothing  to 
dwell  upon  but  the  history  of  her  unalloyed  prosperity. 
Since  it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feel  more  deeply  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  respective  trusts  that  have  been  confided 
to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of  difficulties,  unite  in 
invoking  the  guidance  and  aid  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
nations,  and  in  laboring  with  zealous  resolution  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  high  gratification  to 
know,  by  long  experience,  that  we  act  for  a  people  to  whom 
the  truth,  however'  unpromising,  can  always  be  spoken 
with  safety  ;  for  the  trial  of  whose  patriotism  no  emergency 
is  too  severe,  and  who  aro  sure  never  lo  desert  a  public 
functionary  honestly  laboring  for  the  public  good.  It  seems 
just  thst  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  any  aid  in 
their  embarrassments  which  your  deliberations  can  afford. 
Coming  directly  from  the  midst  of  them,  and  knowing 
the  course  of  events  in  every  section  of  our  country,  from 
you  may  1**1  be  learned  as  well  the  extent  and  nature  of 
these  embarrassments,  as  the  most  desirable  measures  of 
relief. 

I  am  aware,  how  over,  that  it  is  not  proper  to  detain  you, 
at  present,  longer  than  may  be  demanded  by  the  special 
objects  for  which  yon  are  convened.  To  them,  therefore, 
I  have  confined  my  communication;  and,  believing  it  will 
not  be  your  own  wish  now  to  extend  your  deliberations 
beyond  them,  I  reserve  till  the  usual  period  of  your  annual 
meeting  that  general  information  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
which  the  constitution  requires  me  to  give. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washisotojt,  Sept.  4,  1887. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Owes  DxeARTMsirr, 

September  4,  1837. 
To  the  PnastDEXT  of  the  United  States.- 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  suspension  of  epecie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  New  York,  in  May  la*t,  a  ciicular 
was  sent  out,  directing  all  postmasters  who  had  been  in- 
structed to  deposits  the  proceeds  of  their  offices  in  banks, 
to  retain  them  in  specie  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  Department. 

To  those  who  had  been  instructed  to  pay  directly  to  con- 
tractors, another  circular  was  sent  reminding  them  of  their 
duties  and  liabilities  in  reference  to  the  moneys  to  be  re- 
ceived and  paid  by  them  under  existing  laws. 

Instructions  have  recently  been  prepared,  directing  the 
manner  in  which  returns  of  cash  on  hand  arc  hereafter  to 
be  made  to  the  Department,  and  forbidding  the  loaning  or 
use  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  public  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  annexed,  marked 
A,  B,  and  C. 

In  relation  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  of  the  post  of- 
fices, these  regulations  make  no  change.  The  only  change 
effected  by  them  is,  that  about  eleven  hundred  postmasters 
who  formerly  deposited  their  income  in  bonks,  weekly, 
monthly,  or  quarterly,  according  to  its  amount,  now  re- 
tain the  money  in  their  own  hands  till  drawn  for  by  the 
Department.  To  about  nine-tenths  of  these,  the  new  sys- 
tem is  more  convenient  than  the  old,  as  it  saves  them  the 
trouble  of  going  or  sending  to  the  hanks  and  procuring  certifi- 
cates of  deposite ;  it  Is  equally  safe,  aa  their  entire  balances 
will  be  drawn  for  as  often  as  they  are  deposited ;  and  it  is 
more  efficient,  because  some  postmasters  who  might  neglect 
to  deposits  will  not  venture  to  dishonor  a  draft. 

The  postmasters  who  will  not  close  their  accounts  quar- 
terly, will  not,  probably,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  the 
balances  in  their  hands,  from  quarter  to 
likely,  under  a  proper  administration  of  the  ' 
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to  exceed,  in  ordinary  times,  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  As  they  are  required  to  have  their  balances  always 
ready  in  gold  and  stiver,  the  Department  will  always  have 
the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements;  and  if  a  default  in 
an  individual  case  should  occasionally  happen,  nothing  like 
a  general  refusal  to  pay,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  depusile 
banks,  is  ever  to  apprehended. 

It  will  ever  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Department  not  to 
have  a  large  surplus ;  and,  consequently,  there  will  be  little 
to  intrust  to  the  custody  of  postmasters  or  others.  More- 
over, the  number  of  poet  offices  now  instructed  to  retain  their 
funds,  will  bo  largely  reduced  upon  an  adjustment  of  the 
collection  system  to  the  mail  service,  as  arranged  within 
the  last  twelve  months. 

Though  in  some  places  convenient,  banks  arc  not  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  funds  of  this 
Department.  In  reference  to  more  than  ten  thousand  post 
offices,  the  collections  and  disbursements  are  effected  more 
expeditiously  and  more  conveniently  without  the  interposi- 
tion of  banks,  than  they  could  he  with  it.  The  contract- 
ors who  arc  creditors  of  the  Department,  arc  its  collectors 
from  postmasters,  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  are 
but  one  operation.  It  is  generally  effected  in  a  few  daya 
after  the  close  of  each  quarter.  The  operation  is  the 
same  where  the  postmasters  pay  to  contractors  upon  tha 
drafts  of  the  Department,  though  it  is  more  tardy.  The 
few  offices  in  reference  to  which  banks  are  a  convenience, 
are  those  whose  receipts  are  Urge,  and  are  not  likely  to  be 
absorbed  from  quarter  to  quarter  by  the  drafts  of  the  De- 
partment. They  have  generally  iron  cherts  or  safes  where 
the  specie  is  kept;  and,  with  a  strict  supervision  and  care- 
ful attention  to  their  bonds,  they  will  seldom,  if  ever,  he 
found  in  default. 

The  necessary  transfers  of  funds  are  effected  by  the  De- 
partment without  inconvenience  or  loss.  On  the  interior 
mail  routes,  the  expenditure  is  generally  greater  than  the 
income ;  so  that  after  the  contractors  have  received  the  en- 
tire revenue  of  the  offices  supplied  by  them,  balances  are  still 
due.  These  balances  are  as  readily  paid  off  by  drafts  on 
the  postmasters  in  the  cities  where  the  surplus  arises,  as 
they  could  be  by  checks  on  banks  in  the  same  places.  The 
process  is  rendered  the  more  easy  from  the  fact  that  the 
heaviest  surplus  accrues  at  those  points  where  funds  are  the 
most  valuable,  particularly  at  New  York ;  so  that  the  drafts 
of  the  Department  to  pay  balances  in  the  moat  distant  parts 
of  the  Union  ara  generally  better  than  cash,  being  available 
fur  mercantile  remittances.  Thus,  the  necessary  transfers 
of  the  Department  are  readily  effected ;  and  as  this  state  of 
tilings  is  not  likely  to  change,  it  would  seldom,  if  ever, 
become  necessary  for  the  Department  to  transport  specie 
from  one  point  to  another,  if  there  was  not  a  bank  in  ex- 
istence. 

Upon  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  efforts  were  made  in 
some  quarters  to  compel  the  Department  to  receive  irre- 
deemable and  depreciated  paper  for  postages.  Law,  justice, 
and  public  policy,  required  an  inflexible  resistance  of  these 
efforts.  Gold  and  silver  are  the  only  constitutional  and 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  but  that 
currency,  or  its  equivalent,  con  be  legally  offered  to  the 
public  creditors  in  payment.  All  taxes  and  postages  arc 
imposed  in  this  currency,  and  all  contracts  are  made  upon 
its  basts.  The  public  faith  could  be  kept,  and  the  pub- 
lic business  successfully  carried  on,  only  by  a  atrict  ad- 
herence to  the  plain  letter,  as  well  as  obvious  spirit,  of  the 
law. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  state  that  all  attempts  to 
force  the  Department  to  receive  depreciated  paper  ware 
soon  abandoned ;  that  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  collecting  postages  in  specie,  and  none  where  the  circu- 
lation ol  change  tickets  has  been  successfully  resisted  ;  and 
that  the  credit  of  the  Department  baa  been  preserved  un- 
impaired.   Nor  is  any  difficulty  apprehended,  so  long  as 


postages  are  collected  in  the  constitutional  currency  of  the 
United  States.  But,  should  the  Department  be  compelled 
to  receive,  and  offer  to  its  creditors,  the  depreciated  notes 
issued  by  hundreds  of  embarrassed,  faithless,  or  bankrupt 
corporations  or  individuals,  no  sure  calculation  can  be  made 
as  to  the  future ;  and  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  general 
discontent,  extensive  failures,  and  deplorable  disorganiza- 
tion throughout  the  mail  service.  With  what  face  could 
the  Department  inaist  on,  and  compel,  a  strict  performance 
of  contract  obligation j,  by  contractors,  when  stripped  of  the 
power  to  perform  the  mo»t  vital  part  of  the  contracts  (so  far 
as  the  interest  of  the  contractor  is  concerned)  on  its  own 
part?  Justice  and  sound  policy  alike  demand  a  firm  ad- 
herence, in  the  mail  service,  to  the  standard  of  value,  and 
the  basis  of  contracts  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and 
hitherto  strictly  maintained,  (except  for  a  sh  »rt  period,) 
amidst  the  calamities  of  war. 

On  the  whole,  no  legislation  is  necessary  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  this  Department,  or  enable  it  to  manage  its 
fiscal  concerns,  the  existing  laws  bciug  deemed  ample  lor 
those  purposes. 

I  h  eve  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

-■ 

A. 

Post  Oppicx  Dbpa»t*ikt, 

 ,  1837. 

Sis  :  You  will,  until  further  orders,  retain  the  proceeds 
of  your  office  in  your  hands,  in  specie,  to  meet  the  drafts 
of  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Postmaster  at  . 

B. 

Pobt  OmcB  Dkpartmkht, 

Appointment  Office,  Wathington,  May  16,  1837. 

8in:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  rates  of  post- 
age, as  eMnMished  by  law,  are  based  upon  the  legal  cur* 
rnncy  of  the  United  Slates.  The  following  extracts  from 
the  printed  regulations  and  the  law,  will  clearly  show  what 
arc  your  duties  and  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  kind 
of  currency  to  be  received  for  postage,  vix  : 

"  You  will  receive  nothing  but  specie,  or  iu  equivalent, 
for  postage." — Instruction*  to  Potinuutert,  chapter  5, 
section  62. 

"  All  pay  menu  to  the  Department,  whether  upon  its 
draft*  or  by  depostte  in  bank,  must  be  in  specie,  or  its 
equivalent  No  allowance  can  be  made  to  postmasters  for 
the  depreciation  of  money  received  for  postage,  nor  for 
losses  by  fire,  robbery,  or  theft." — Chap.  28,  section  245. 

Extract  from  an  act  of  Cnngrtu,  approved  on  the  14/A 
of  April,  1836. 
"  8cc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  hereafter, 
no  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and 
that  front  and  after  tlie  3d  day  of  March,  anno  Domini 
1837,  no  bank  note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dol- 
lars shall  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever  to 
which  money  is  to  lie  paid  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the 
Post  Office  Department;  nor  shall  any  bank  note,  of  any 
denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless  the  same  *hall  be  pay- 
able, and  paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the 
place  where  issued,  and  which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to 
specie  at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold 
or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  with- 
out delay  or  loss  to  him :  Provided,  That  nothing  Iterein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gold 
or  ailvcr  a  legal  lender  by  any  individual,  or  by  the  United 
Slates." 
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Hence  you  will  perceive  that,  whatever  you  muy  receive 
for  postage,  you  ore  responsible  for  gold  or  silver;  and 
that  it  is  unlawful  for  you  to  oflei  in  payment  to  contract- 
or*, or  other*,  any  note  of  any  hank  which  does  not  pay 
its  notes  in  specie.  As  the  i'oftinastcr  General  has  no 
power  to  release  you  from  your  responsibilities  under  the 
laws,  and  a.«,  on  the  contrary,  it  U  his  duty  to  see  them 
faithfully  executed,  he  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  you 
this  notice,  th.it  you  may  guard  yourself  against  loss  in  the 
collection  of  your  pottages. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  JOHN8TON, 
Second  Assistant  Postma»tcr  General. 

C. 

Postmasters,  who  may  he  under  instructions  to  retain  the 
proceeds  of  their  offices  an  til  drawn  for  by  the  Department, 
will  observe  the  following  regulations,  viz  : 

Those  whose  uett  proceeds  are  five  hundred  dollars  or 
more  per  week,  will  report  the  amount  weekly  to  the  De- 
partment. Fractions  of  weeks  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
quarters  need  not  be  reported  separately. 

Those  whose  nett  proceeds  are  not  fire  hundred  dollars 
per  week,  but  amount  to  that  sum  or  more  per  month, 
will  report  them  monthly.  The  last  month  of  each  quarter 
need  not  be  reported  separately. 

At  the  end  of  each  quarter,  all  postmasters  at  draft  of- 
fices will  immediately  ascertain  the  amount  of  nett  revenue 
accruing  at  their  respective  offices  during  the  quarter,  and 
report  it  forthwith  to  the  Department,  setting  down  the 
sums,  if  any,  which  mar  have  been  reported  weekly 
or  monthly,  arid  deducting  fuetn,  thus  exhibiting  the  bal- 
ance not  retried. 

All  there  reports  must  be  by  letter  addressed  to  the  Post- 
matter  General,  which  must  he  sent  separately,  and  not 
enclosed  with  the  quarterly  accounts,  or  tied  to  them,  or 
to  any  other  letter  or  packet  on  other  business.  Nor  must 
it  be  delayed  until  the  accounts  are  forwarded,  if  it  can  be 
sent  sooner. 

Postmasters  will  not  be  permitted  to  use  or  loan  out  any 
of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  Department,  but  will  keep 
the  tii  a  I  a  ays  on  hand  to  meet  its  drafts.  A  violation  of 
this  regulation  will  be  considered  good  cause  for  instant 
removal  and  prosecution.    Every  draft  must  be  paid  on 


The  travelling  njjents  of  the  Department  will  be  in- 
structed to  call  occasionally  on  the  draft  offices,  without 
notice,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  and  reporting  the  cash 

» the  manner  in  whioh  it  is  kept. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Lrl/rr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
Lis  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  House 
of  Representatives  September  5,  1837;  read  and  laid 
upon  the  talk. 

Treasury  Dkfahtmest, 

September  5,  183V. 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  of  this '  Department  to  submit 
to  f  Congress,  al  each  session,  the  state  of  the  6  nances,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  President  that  such 
other  fiscal  m sitters  should,  on  this  occasion,  be  presented, 
as  appear  to  require  early  legislation,  the  undersigned  has 
the  honor  to  oBer  the  following  report : 

1.  Conditio*  or  the  TnaisraT. 

It  U  not  proposed  to  give  all  the  particulars  relating  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  which  usually  accompany  an 
annual  statement  -,  but  an  exposition  of  them,  under  the 
customary  general  head*,  so  far  a*  they  have  been  ascer- 
tained, for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  is  subjoined. 


Brief  estimates  for  the  other  half  are  made,  and  such  ex- 
planations added,  as  scorn  necessary  to  show  with  clearness 
not  only  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  this  time,  hut  its 
probable  state  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 

According  to  the  Treasurer's  running  account,  the  whole 
amount  ofavailable  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary,  1 837,  applicable  to  public  purposes,  was  $42,468,859  97. 
From  that  sum,  there  were  on  that  day  reserved  $ 5,000,000 ; 
and  the  balance,  being  $37,468,859  97,  wss,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1836,  to  be  placed  inde- 
posite  w  ith  the  States.  It  is  ascertained  that  #27,063,4 30  80 
of  it  have  since  been  actually  received  by  them. 

The  amount  of  that  portion  of  the  first  three  instalments, 
the  payment  of  which  has  not  yet  been  acknowledged, 
though  transfers  were  seasonably  issued  for  it,  is  1,1 65, 575 
dollars,  18  cents.  The  remainder  is  $9,367,214  98, 
and  is  the  sum  which  was  designed  for  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  depositee  with  the  States  on  the  1st  of  October 
next.  The  amount  reserved  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  has  since  been  increased,  by  returns  subsequently 
received  from  banks,  to  the  sum  of  $6,670,137  52;  and 
which  of  course  could  not  then  he  ascertained  or  taken  into 


Receipts. 

The  receipts  in  the  first  half  of  the  yaar,  deposited  in 
bunks,  and  paid  on  drafts  by  collectors  and  receivers,  so  far 
as  ascertained,  have'boen : 

From  customs  ....  $7,234,451 
From  lands  ....  6,303,731 
And  from  miscellaneous  sources    -         -  512,263 

To  these  may  be  added  about  $600,000  which  remained 
in  the  hands  of  receivers,  and  $50,000  in  those  of  collect- 
ors, subject  to  draft.  All  those  make  the  aggregate  for 
that  half  of  the  year  $  1 3, 1 87, 182.  If  no  further  postpone- 
ment be  granted  on  duty  bonds,  it  is  estimated  that  the  whole 
receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year,  from  all  sources,  will 
be  about  $9,500,000;  which  woulJ  make  them,  as  ascer- 
tained and  estimated  for  the  whole  year,  $22,697,182. 
Bot  if  the  briof  extension  of  the  present  postponement, 
brought  into  view  hereafter,  and  favorably  regarded,  be  di- 
rected by  Congress,  the  receipts  will  probably  be  about 
$7,000,000 ;  while,  by  a  postponement  of  the  whole  to 
another  year,  they  will  not  be  likely  to  exceed  $4,500,000. 

Looking  at  our  whole  revenue,  therefore,  from  all  quar- 
ters, it  appears  that  the  balance  of  money  reserved  at  the 
commencement  of  the  years,  aa  finally  ascertained  to  bo 
$6,670,137,  with  the  actual  receipts  for  the  first  hulf 
at  $13,187,182,  and  those  now  anticipated  for  the  last 
half  of  it  at  $7,000,000,  will  constitute  an  aggregate  of 
$26,864,319. 

Expenditures . 

The  expenditures  during  the  first  half  ol  the  year  were,  for 
Civil,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  intercourse  $2,812,540  40 
Military,  including  pensions     -  -  10,603,36149 

Naval  ....     3,297,149  69 

Public  debt     ....         20,832  75 


$16,733,884  33 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


The  ex  penditurc  required  to  i 
lions,  during  die  last  hulf  of  the  year,  will,  as  computed, 
equal  the  sum  or  $1 6,000,000 ;  making,  for  the  whole  year, 
$32,733,881. 

Whatever  expenditures  shall  arise  within  the  year,  upon 
new  appropriations  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
moke,  will  require  a  corresponding  addition  to  this  amount ; 
but  without  them,  it  will  constitute  an  excess  of  $5,876,566 
of  expenditures  over  both  the  receipts  and  the  balance  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year ;  besides  not  leaving,  at  the 
clone  of  it,  any  thing  in  the  mint  or  the  Treasury  for  fu- 
ture uses,  or  to  meet  contingencies. 
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In  order,  therefore,  to  discharge  that  excess,  and  retain, 
of  the  money  reserved  on  the  1st  of  January,  one  million, 
which  is  the  smallest  sum  deemed  proper,  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  for  the  efficient  operations  of  the  mint,  and 
at  least  three  or  four  millions  more  to  answer  sudden  and 
contingent  calls,  there  will  prol>ably  be  a  necessity  to  re- 
sort to  the  depositee  now  with  the  Stales,  and  to  the  in- 
stalments destined  for  them  in  October,  or  to  some  other 
resource,  for  a  sum  equal  to  $10,000,000.  By  a  report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  SOlh  ultimo,  it  appears  that  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury,  including  what  was  in  the  custody 
of  banks,  the  mint,  and  collecting  officers,  was  then 
$14,596,311  ;  that  (be  amount  of  this  subject  to  immediate 
draft  was  only  18,928,073  ;  but  the  whole  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  including  all  which  had  been  deposited  with  the 
Slates,  aud  ordered  to  be,  though  only  a  small  part  of  the 
amount  is  subject  to  immediate  draft,  was  $41,539,381. 
Deduct  all  which  has  been,  and  was  designed  to  be,  de- 
posited with  the  States,  and  there  would  be  no  balance  left 
on  hand  subject  to  draft,  though  including  every  thing 
in  the  mint,  and  in  the  possession  of  receivers  and  collect- 
tors,  which  is  applicable  to  general  purposes. 

Hence  it  is  probable  that,  besides  the  deficiency  for  the 
expenditures  of  the  year,  no  sufficient  means  of  any  kind 
will  eiist  on  the  first  of  October  next,  after  defraying  the 
intervening  expenses,  to  complete  the  instalment  of  de- 
positee then  payable,  unless  a  large  part  of  the  bonds  fur 
duties  postponed  to  that  day,  and  amounting  to  near 
$4,000,000,  and  the  million  and  a  half  then  doe  on  the 
first  bond  from  the  United  States  Bsnlt,  shall  be  punctual- 
ly paid,  or,  in  the  mean  time,  some  provision  on  this  sub- 
ject made  by  Congress. 

The  money  standing  to  the  special  credit  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  and  the  Patent  Office,  as  well  a*  various 
trusts,  is  not  included  in  the  above  exhibit,  for  reasons  ex- 
plained iu  the  last  annual  report.  Outstanding  and  unex- 
pended appropriations  at  the  end  ol  the  year  will,  in  this 
view  of  our  financial  condition,  be  still  left  charged  on  the 
Treasury,  amounting  to  about  $16,000,000. 

This  does  not  differ  much  from  their  amount  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year.  Whether  the  appropriations  unexpeuded 
on  the  first  of  January,  1898,  prove,  therefore,  to  be  one 
or  two  millions  larger  or  smaller  thou  is  now  anticipated, 
it  must  be  manifest,  from  all  the  above  data,  lira'  some  new 
legislation  is  indispensable  to  complete  satisfactorily  the 
aervice  of  the  year,  and  leave  a  suitable  amount  iu  the 
mint  and  the  Treasury. 

Indeed,  before  submitting  the  last  annual  report,  the  in- 
dications of  a  decrease  in  the  receipts,  and  of  an  approach- 
ing revulsion  in  our  commercial  prosperity,  appeared  so 
strong  to  the  undersigned,  that  he  felt  compelled,  with  re- 
luctance and  regret,  because  differing  so  much  from  the 
views  of  many  others,  to  estimate  the  accruing  receipts  for 
the  year  at  only  $24,000,000. 

As  the  appiopriations  asked  for  were  about  $27,000,000, 
it  was  then  suggested  that  the  occurrence  of  a  deficiency 
was  probable.  Wtien  those  appropriations  becamt  in  fact 
enlarged  by  Congress  to  more  than  $32,000,000,  it  ren- 
dered a  deficiency  inevitable,  to  the  extent  now  anticipated, 
unless  the  .receipts  should  happen  greatly  to  exceed  the 

II.  0»  tub  post  post  aw  buy  or  the  fitxkxt  or  aosoa 
ros  sun  as. 

The  first  suggestions  which  will  be  submitted  concern- 
ing such  special  legislation  as  ap|iears  proper  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  embarrassments  of  the  country,  relate  to  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties. 

Early  in  May  last,  the  collection  of  (he  revenue  from 
customs  became  much  obstructed  through  the  severe  pe- 
cuniary difficulties  of  the  mercantile  interest.  The  Treas- 
ury Department  felt  an  anxiety  not  only  to  take  steps  which 


might  increase  the  security  of  the  Government  for  eventual 
payment,  but,  in  an  emergency  so  great,  and  to  many 
so  unexpected,  to  furnish  all  the  relief  from  sacrifices  which 
could  judiciously  be  extended  under  its  limited  powers, 
and  in  anticipation  of  what  would  probably  be  its  straiten- 
ed condition  in  a  few  months. 

A  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  bonds  falling  due 
was,  therefore,  and  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  authorised  for  periods  from  thirty  to  ninety 
days,  on  interest  and  additional  security,  and  in  a  manner 
more  liberal  than  usual,  by  permitting  it  before  as  well  as 
after  suit,  in  all  cares  of  embarrassment,  great  hardship,  or 
j  insolvency. 

The  peculiar  terms,  and  the  reasons  for  such  postpone- 
ment, are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  documents  annexed. 
[A.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  col- 
lector of  Mew  York.  B.  Instructions  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury.] 

When  the  difficulties  in  discharging  honda  in  a  legal 
currency  became  increased  by  the  suspension  of  e|>ecie  pay- 
menu  in  some  of  the  principal  cities,  and  the  President 
decided  to  call  a  special  session  of  Congress,  the  postpone- 
ment was  allowed  to  be  extended  till  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
afforded  to  obtain  further  relief  by  new  legislation.  Urgent 
requests  were  made  for  an  indiscriminate  delay  of  payment 
on  all  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  for  the  receipt, 
in  discharge  of  them,  of  notes  issued  by  banks  not  paying 
specie.  [See  memorials  from  New  Yoik,  Boston,  and 
New  Orleans,  and  copies  of  a  reply  to  one  of  them,  and 
letter  to  collector  of  New  York,  C,  D,  E,  and  P  1  and  2.  ] 

It  was  nut  deemed  proper  to  comply  with  these  request*. 
But  as  long  a  delay  as  our  fiscal  situation  justified,  and 
every  relief  as  to  the  currency  which  seemed  legal,  by  the 
receipt  of  debenture  certificates  and  Treasury  drafts,  for 
duties  were  permitted,  in  mitigation  of  the  existing  em- 
barrjsi>inent»« 

Having,  in  this,  done  all  that  a  sound  and  liberal  ex- 
ercise of  the  discietion  of  the  Department  appeared  either 
to  justify  or  require,  no  intention  exists,  nor  would  it  be 
proper  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  grant  any 
indulgences  beyond  those  already  authorized,  without  the 
express  direction  of  Congress. 

Some  further  facts  which  may  bo  useful  to  aid  its  mem- 
bers in  coining  to  a  correct  conclusion  on  this  subject,  are, 
that  the  amount  of  bonds  which  have  already  been  post- 
poned to  the  latef  October,  is  about  $3,500,000,  and  by 
that  date  will,  it  is  presumed,  be  increased  to  $4,000,000. 

If  Congress  permit  no  longer  postponement,  the  receipts 
for  the  year  will  probably  be  increased  by  the  indulgences 
already  granted,  as  tbey  have  been  allowed,  generally,  on 
additional  security,  and  always  on  interest. 

But  as  suits  and  delays  in  collection  will  Hill  occur, 
though  to  a  less  extent  than  in  the  first  stages  of  the  pres- 
sure, it  is  expected  that  not  over  two-thirds  of  the  amount 
postponed  before  the  close  of  this  month  can  be  collected 
during  the  current  year. 

The  bonds  already  put  in  suit  since  the  middle  of  May, 
amount  to  nearly  $1,000,000.  But  if  Congress  extend 
the  postponement  till  next  January,  as  was  originally  re- 
quested by  some  of  the  parties,  or  for  one  year,  as  recently 
requested  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Yoik, 
(P  3,)  the  receipts  for  the  present  year  will  probably  be 
thereby  lessened  from  four  to  five  millions. 

Should  Congress,  howeveY,  adopt  an  intermediate  course, 
as  an  act  uot  of  mere  benevolence,  but  of  additional  relief, 
which  appears  reasonable,  under  the  extraordinary  mercan- 
tile distresses  of  the  times,  and  more  safe  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  respect  to  eventual  collections,  it  might  sanction 
a  delay  not  to  exceed,  altogether,  six  months  beyond  ihe 
original  |»criod  of  payment,  in  any  particular  case.  It  is 
computed  that  tbia  would  diminish  the  receipts,  during  the 
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8 resent  year,  about  two  aotl  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  but, 
'  granted  on  the  usual  terms,  would  increase  tbe  receipts, 
next  year,  in  a  greater  proportion,  by  the  interest  accruing, 
as  well  as  by  the  fuller  collections  which  would  probably 
be  made  in  a  greater  number  of  cases. 

The  opinion  of  the  Department  on  these  various  propo- 
sition* is,  that,  considering  merely  our  present  financial 
necessities,  no  further  postponement  can  be  regarded  as  ex- 
pedient, though  in  some  other  respect*,  as  fully  detailed  in 
the  recent  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  (F  3,) 
the  last  delay  mentioned  might  be  found  justifiable  and 
more  beneficial.  But  if  a  law  be  passed  extending  credit 
ori  the  bond*,  it  is  supposed  that,  in  any  correct  view  of 
the  subject,  it*  provisions  need  not  be  continued  in  force 
beyond  the  period  when  the  worst  effects  of  the  pressure 
wuJ  be  likely  to  have  ceased,  and  when  all  imports  could, 
by  a  further  extension  of  the  warehouse  system,  be  ad  ran 
tatri'ouhlv  mink-  payable  in  rush,  at  the  time  the 
wanted  for  immediate  consumption. 
r  The  extension  of  that  system  is,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  present  subject,  aa  it  might  introduce  as  great 
an  improvement  in  the  collection  of  imposts,  as  the  substi- 
tution of  cash  for  credit  did  in  the  collection  of  revenue  from 
the  hales  of  public  land*.  It  would  certainly  increase  the 
security,  ease,  and  promptitude  of  the  operation  ;  would  dis- 
pense entirely  with  the  trouble  and  risk  in  the  paymeut  of 
debentures;  work  favorably  to  the  manufacturing  interests; 
and,  at  tbe  same  lime,  facilitate  our  trade  in  foreign  articles, 
a-s  well  as  exonerate  the  merchant  from  many  embarrass- 
ments in  regard  to  sureties  and  guarantees. 

III.  OBSTiCLI*  IR  THE  WAT  OF  TRARSPIRRIRW  TUB  EAST 
IKSTALXERT  OF  DEPOSITS*  TO  TBI  STATES. 

Early  legislation  has  likewise  become  necessary,  either 
to  withhold  or  postpone,  for  n  reasonable  period,  the  fourth 
instalment  of  depoeiles  with  the  State*,  or  to  furnish  such 
aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  them  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 


By  the  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the 
consequent  necessity,  under  the  deposite  act,  to  discontinue 
most  of  the  public  depositories,  the  transfers  from  the  banks 
in  the  West  and  Southwest  to  the  seaboard,  which  were 
necessary  to  place  much  of  the  money  in  a  position  to  be 
conveniently  lodged  with  the  States  in  October,  have,  in 
several  instances,  been  defeated.  They  had,  as  in  cose  of 
the  former  instalments,  been  ordered  seasonably,  though, 
as  a  general  rule,  only  where  rendered  prot»er,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  great  accumulation  of  public  funds  in  an  unfa- 
vorable situation,  on  account  of  the  course  of  trade  and  ex- 
changes, to  be  paid  directly  to  the  respective  States.  But, 
in  the  troubled  condition  of  the  money  market,  they  hod 
not  been  injuriously  hastened  as  to  the  time  of  payment, 
and,  consequently,  falling  due  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
and  early  in  autumn,  near  two-third*  of  the  whole  amount 
of  these  funds  still  on  band  have  been  detained  in  the  West 
and  Southwest,  where  they  had  so  unusually  augmented  from 
the  large  sale*  of  public  lands.  Hence,  if  the  laat  deposite 
with  the  Slates  was,  in  this  position  of  the  money,  to  be  at- 
tempted, the  orders  directing  it  must,  in  many  rases,  be  made 
on  places  remote,  and  very  inconvenient  to  some  of  the  re- 
ceiving States,  on  occount  of  the  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade,  or  the  rate*  of  exchanga ;  and  must  be  met,  if  at  all, 
in  a  currency  unacceptable  and  greatly  depreciated.  Trans- 
fere  of  portions  of  the  July  instalment  could  not,  from  the 
same  cause,  be  effected  in  the  precise  mode  intended,  nor 
from  the  bank*  mn*t  desirable,  though  much  of  it  had 
reached  the  appropriate  point*,  to  render  the  operation  easy, 
before  the  suspension  of  specie  payment*.  In  all  case*  in 
which  they  were  not  offered  to  be  paid  in  a  currency 
satisfactory  to  the  Stales,  their  agents  were  requested 
to  return  the  orders  of  transfer  till  Congress  could  moke 


new  and  suitable  provisions  on  the  subject.  [See  form  of 
letter  and  postscript  to  States,  G.] 

But  this  request  has  not  always  been  complied  with. 
About  $1,165,575  of  that  instalment  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceipted for  by  the  States  to  the  Treasury,  nor  the  orders 
returned.  On  the  contrary,  the  United  State*  Bank,  char- 
tered by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  has  lately  become  the 
purchaser  of  several  of  these  order*,  though  not  given  by 
any  debt,  but  merely  directing  a  transfer  from  one  public 
depository  to  another.  This  institution  has  demanded  of 
the  banks  on  which  they  are  drawn  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  her  in  specie;  and,  on  their  failing  to  do  so,  haa 
caused  the  orders  to  be  protested.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and,  as  the  deposite*  with  the  States  were  to  bo 
made  of  what  was  in  the  Treasury,  and  consequently  in 
the  banks,  on  the  1st  of  January  laat,  it  i*  for  Congress  to 
decide  whether  payment  shall  be  made  of  any  of  those  or- 
der* iu  a  mode  and  currency  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
third  instalment  of  deposite*  with  the  States. 

Another  reason  for  withholding  or  postponing  the  Octo- 
ber deposite*,  or  for  some  legal  provision  to  aid  in  comple- 
ting them,  U,  that  a  sum  equal  to  tho  revenue  probably  ac- 
cruing, and  a  large  portion  of  these  deposite*,  had,  before 
they  were  payable,  been  expressly  appropriated  by  Congress 
to  other  objects.  When  looking  to  the  rapid  decrease  in 
our  receipts,  to  the  expected  deficiency  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  great  amount  of  outstanding  appropriations 
which,  at  the  close  of  it,  will  be  left  unpaid,  much  of  that 
whole  instalment  seems  likely  to  be  needed  at  an  early  day. 
By  either  of  the  first  two  measures,  tbe  money  could,  ac- 
cording to  its  original  destination,  be  applied  to  the  neces- 
sary wants  of  the  General  Government,  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  drawn  from  tho  bank*  in  legal  funds.  In  that  way,  so 
desirable  an  object  would  also  be  accomplished,  without  the 
expense  and  delay  of  the  money  being  first  paid  over  to  tho 
States,  aud  then  subjected  to  an  early  recall.  On  the  other 
hand,  several  of  the  States  might,  in  the  present  posture 
of  their  affairs,  experience  considerable  inconvenience,  either 
by  not  receiving  it,  or  by  soon  refunding  a  large  portion  of 
its  amount ;  and  many  of  the  banks  which  hold  it  might 
be  able  more  satisfactorily  to  pay  it  to  the  States  than  to 
tho  Treasury.  But,  though  die  subject  i*  one  of  much 
delicacy  and  difficulty,  and  peculiarly  proper  for  the  final 
action  of  Congress,  it  may  be  expected  that  this  Depart- 
ment should  express  some  opinion  as  to  which  course  ap- 
pears most  eligible  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  deference,  suggested  that,  when  re- 
garding their  condition  and  the  importance  of  meeting  with 
efficiency  and  good  faith  all  the  obligations  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  public  creditors,  it  would  be  most  judicious  to 
apply  the  whole  instalment,  as  fast  a*  it  is  wanted  and  can 
be  collected,  to  the  prompt  discharge  of  these  obligation* ; 
and  that  the  last  deposite  with  the  Stales,  not  being  a  debt, 
but  a  mere  temporary  disposal  of  u  surplus,  should  be  post- 
poned until  Congress,  in  some  different  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, when  such  an  available  surplus  may  exist,  shall  see  a 
manifest  propriety  and  ability  in  completing  the  deposite, 
and  shall  give  directions  to  that  effect.  Consequently  no 
further  steps  will  be  tuken  as  to  the  deposite  of  any  part  of 
that  instalment  till  Congress  has  hod  an  opportunity  to  act 
upon  the  subject  in  such  manner  as,  in  the  present  posture 
of  a  flairs,  its  superior  wisdom  may  consider  preferable. 

IV.   DIFFICULTY/   lit   PATIRB  Tn*  A  Frail  PR  I  ATI  OK*,  ASH 
OX  THE  ISSlia  Or  TREASURY  ROTES. 

Some  further  obstacle*  exist  in  the  way  of  disc-hailing 
satisfactorily  all  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
by  Congress. 

The  effect*  which  may  be  produced  upon  the  accruing 
revenue,  by  granting  or  withholding  further  delays  on 
bond*  for  duties,  have  alrcaJy  been  explained. 

Ill  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  likelihood,  in  the  present 
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pressure,  that  the  payment  or  cash  duties,  to  the  extent  of 
one  million  of  dollars  more  than  usual,  will  be  unavoidably 
deferred  to  another  year,  as  the  importers,  under  the  ex- 
isting laws,  arc  entitled  to  certain  delays,  by  keeping  in 
store  tha  woollen  goods  which  pay  such  duties. 

This  circumstance,  in  connexion  with  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  bondi,  whether  longer  postponed  or  not, 
will  sensibly  increase  the  embarrassments  which  have  been 
specially  pointed  out,  and  otherwise  exist,  in  paying  with 
promptitude  and  in  a  legal  manner  the  large  appropria- 
tions chargeable  upon  the  residue  of  the  current  jear. 

Hence,  -  after  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  available 
means  became  highly  probable,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  adopt  any  judicious  and  lawful  measure  to  remedy  it, 
which  was  within  the  power  of  the  Department.  Accord- 
ingly, though  large  quantities  of  public  lands  were  still  in 
market  unsold,  and  though  the  receipts  from  this  source 
during  the  year  would  be  higher  than  anticipated,  in  con- 
sequence, among  other  things,  of  a  construction  put  upon 
the  pre-emption  laws,  admitting  a  large  clam  of  settlers  to 
entries,  it  was  supposed  that  some  further  tract*,  in  places 
much  desired  by  the  new  States,  might  prudently  be  offer- 
ed. A  few  such  have  been  advertised ;  but  sufficient  time, 
after  due  notice,  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  realize  any  thing 
from  them. 

If  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  depositee  with  the  States 
be  deferred,  and  the  difficulty  in  seasonably  transferring  it 
be  thus  removed,  yet,  being  chiefly  in  the  custody  of  bunks 
not  paying  specie,  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be  imme- 
diately realized  in  funds  suitable  to  meet  existing  appro- 
priations. If  it  be  not  deferred,  some  further  provision 
will  be  still  more  indispensable  to  enable  the  Treasury  not 
only  to  place  it  with  the  8talcs,  but  to  pay  all  the  pubtic 
creditors  and  officers  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  until  the 
duties  now  due  from  the  merchant*,  and  the  funds  now 
in  tho  discontinued  deposite  banks,  can  be  collected.  It 
is  true,  that  a  resort  to  the  States  for  refunding  portions  of 
the  large  sums  already  deposited  with  them  would  also  re- 
main by  law  ;  but  under  the  limitations  of  the  act  of  June, 
I83C,  it  would  be  very  slow  in  its  operation,  and,  if  com- 
plied with,  would  prove  entirely  insufficient  to  answer 
such  an  urgent  occasion  as  the  present.  During  the  en- 
ailing  quarter,  the  whole  amount  that  could  be  legally  re- 
called would  not  exceed  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Hence  it  seems  expedient,  cither  in  aid  or  exclu- 
sion of  a  requisition  on  the  States,  (as  may  be  deemed 
most  suitablo  by  Congress,)  to  provide  some  temporary 
resource  until  enough  of  the  fourth  instalment,  or  other 
means  in  the  Treasury,  can  be  rendered  available  to  dis- 
charge  all  the  public  engagements.  It  need  not  I*  a  loan, 
or  an  increase  of  taxes  of  any  kind,  as  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  respect  to  its  finances,  (whatever  temporary 
cmh»rra<smcnt  the  recent  convulsions  in  commerce  and 
banking  may  have  created,)  is  fur  from  having  any  just 
cause  for  despondency.  It  is  neither  overwhelmed  with  a 
national  debt,  nor  destitute  of  large  |tccuniary  resources 
on  band  ;  but,  entirely  free  from  the  former,  it  is  so  amply 
Nupplioil  with  the  latter  os  to  have  in  the  Treasury  over 
forty  millions  of  dollar*,  and  eight  or  ten  millions  more  in 
hoivls,  which  will  soon  become  payable.  But  a  large  por- 
tion bung  in  deposits  with  the  State*,  and  the  residue 
chiefly  in  tanks  and  in  the  hands  of  merchants,  under  the 
difficulties  before  named,  in  procuring  promptly,  and  in  a 
legal  currency,  the  amounts  of  money  which  are  needed, 
some  collateral  aid,  for  u  short  period,  till  a  sufficiency  can 
be  collected,  appears  to  be  judicious,  if  not  indispensable. 

It  i«  fortunate  that  the  energies  of  the  country  generally 
are  not  paralyzed,  nor  iu  prospect*  chuded  by  any  great 
phypieal  ctthmiiies;  and  hence  its  immediate  wants  can, 
without  doubt,  be  provided  for  in  various  ways. 

One  mode  would  In*  to  authorize,  the  issue  of  Treasury 
noteri,  receivable  for  all  public  duc«,  but  without  intercut. 


These  would  differ  from  the  drafts  or  checks  now  in  at* 
only  as  the  latter  are  given  for  immediate  payment,  and 
drawn  on  persons  and  banks  having  puMic  money  suffi- 
cient to  meet  them  ;  and,  consequently,  the  holders  must 
be  exposed  to  tho  trouble  and  expense  of  presenting  them 
at  the  places  where  payable.  Still  they  are  nearly  on  a 
par  with  specie.  In  the  present  deranged  state  of  bank 
paper  and  exchange,  and  in  the  favorable  condition  of  the 
General  Government,  by  its  ample  resources  and  exemp- 
tion from  pecuniary  liabilities,  to  impart  the  greatest  con- 
fidence in  respect  to  the  redemption  of  such  notes,  it  is 
probable  that  they  would  readily  be  taken  at  par  by  most 
of  the  public  creditors.  Especially  would  this  be  liks»y 
to  happen,  provided  they  were  issued  in  denominations  as 
low  as  twenty,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  dollars;  and  not  in 
too  large  quantities,  but  used  only  in  anticipation  of  the 
accruing  revenue  on  occasional  emergencies,  and  to  a 
limited  amount. 

Contrary  to  expectation,  should  the  Department,  during 
the  present  delinquency  of  inony  of  the  public  debtors,  be 
exposed  to  such  very  large  calls,  and  collect  so  little  reve- 
nue, as  not  to  be  able,  by  both  the  above  notes  and  drafts, 
to  meet  all  its  engagements  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  the  President  should  possess  a  con- 
tingent authority  to  cause  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
bearing  an  interest  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 

Specie  could  always  be  raised  on  these  for  the  public 
creditor,  when  he  preferred  it.  But  as  notes  bearing  much 
interest  would  soon  cease  to  be  used  in  circulation,  (and  K 
they  should  not,  would,  as  a  currency,  be  troublesome  in 
the  computation  of  interest,  and  too  strongly  tend  to  ex- 
clude specie  from  the  country,)  it  might  be  advisable  not 
to  ruuko  them  receivable,  at  first,  for  any  public  dues,  but 
only  to  resort  to  that  measure  afterwards,  when  it  should 
be  found  convenient  for  redeeming  them. 

In  connexion  with  the  issue  of  any  Treasury  notes,  K 
is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  provision  for  their 
early  and  final  redemption.  This  could  be  accomplished 
by  enacting,  that  when  the  money  on  hand  in  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  mint,  available  for  public  purposes,  may  ex- 
ceed a  given  amount  of  four  or  five  minions,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  these  notes 
(securing  priority  to  any  on  interest)  to  be  redeemed  to 
such  an  extent  as  the  surplus  may  exceed  that  sum,  and 
what  will  probably  be  needed  to  defray  current  expense*. 
It  being  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  and  suitable 
regulations  concerning  the  sales  of  public  land,  ought  at  a 
proiicr  time  to  be  put  in  force,  so  as  to  prevent  any  large 
and  regular  accumulation  iu  the  Treasury,  the  Department 
would  respectfully  propose  that,  in  case  of  any  unexpected 
excess  beyond  the  sums  above  specified,  it  should  merely 
be  invested,  in  a  temporary  maimer,  in  safe  State  stocks 
at  their  market  rote,  subject  to  be  cold  again  whenever  tho 
proceeds  shall  be  wanted  to  discharge  existing  appropria- 
tions. 

An  additional  consideration  in  favor  of  those  measures 
is,  that  since  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  which  al«sorb- 
cd  any  occasional  surplus  of  receipts,  it  is  impossible,  ac- 
cording to  the  views  expressed  in  some  previous  reports 
from  the  undersigned,  that,  with  sources  of  revenue  so 
fluctuating  as  ours,  and  so  dependent  on  commercial  pros- 
perity, nny  fiscal  operations  should  Ire  long  continued  with 
caw,  vigor,  and  uniformity,  without  some  such  regulator 
os  a  power  to  issue  and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  in- 
vest and  sell  the  investment  of  surpluses.  By  nny  other 
course  we  should  constantly  be  exposed  togre.it  deficiencies, 
or  excesses,  with  nil  their  attendant  embarrassments.  If 
depositing  the  excesses  with  the  States,  subject  to  l«  re- 
called to  supply  deficiencies,  the  pecuniary  profit  to  the 
v»h«|c  Union  will  be  n<>  greoter,  while  surh  a  course  may 
involve  us  in  a  series  of  vexatious  demand*  on  them,  ac- 
companied by  various'  danger*,  both  t«  them  and  the  (uu- 
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Government;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  it  ia  feared  will, 
in  many  instances,  tend  to  excite  executes  and  evila  similar 

Ilk  innu  ..»'  llinu  nii.lu  n>k:.k   •         ~  ....  :  IT  :  


to  boom  of  taose  under  wuicn  the  country  ia 

V.  O*  TUX  SAFE-KECPI**)  or  Till  public  moxet 
MBRKAFTCB. 

The  arrangements  for  keeping  (he  public  money  which 
had  been  in  successful  operation  for  a  few  years  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  deposit*  act  of  1836,  became  par- 
tially embarrassed  by  carrying  into  effect  some  of  iU  pro- 
visions. But  the  enforcement  of  them  all,  where  not  en- 
tirely perfected,  was  in  seasonable  progress  in  May  last, 
when  the  Department  was  compelled  by  the  act  to  give 
notice  to  such  of  the  selected  banks  aa  bad  suspended  spe- 
cie payments  that  they  could  no  longer  be  considered  as 
general  depositories  of  the  public  money.  [See  circular  I.] 

A  list  is  annexed  of  all  before  employed  in  that  capacity, 
which  have  been  discontinued.  [K.] 

After  due  inquiries  to  procure  other  depositories,  in  con- 
formity to  the  act,  the  Department  hag  completed  the 
appointment  of  only  one.  This,  anil  four  moro  that  have 
not  suspended,  with  one  that  has  resumed  specie  payments, 
(making  six  in  all,)  constitute  the  present  bank  depositories 
for  general  purposes.    A  schedule  of  them  is  added.    [L.  ] 

During  the  inability  to  obtain  specie-paying  banks  at 
other  points,  the  Treasurer,  being  required  by  the  closing 
part  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  to  keep  and  disburse 
the  public  money  according  to  the  laws  before  iu  force,  has 
done  it  in  conformity  to  the  very  wide  discretion  which 
existed  when  no  rule*  were  in  force,  that  had  been  pre- 
scribed by  Congress,  except  to  "keep"  and  " disburse  the 
same"  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  A  part  of  it  h  as,  therefore,  been  kept 
in  special  deposite  in  this  city,  a  portion  of  it  in  the  mint, 
and  the  residue  with  the  officers  collecting  it,  until  it  was 
wanted  for  public  purposes,  or  until  it  accumulated  in  such 
sums  at  any  point  as  not  to  be,  probably,  wanted  there  for 
•uch  use.  [See  two  circulars,  M  and  N.]  In  the  first 
case  it  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  applied  to  the  payment 
of  creditors,  by  drafts  on  the  receivers  or  collectors ;  and 
in  the  last,  the  excess  lias  been  directed  to  be  temporarily 
placed  with  banks  not  remotely  situated,  and  in  speciol  do- 
porite  for  safety,  until  wanted  for  expenditure  elsewhere,  or 
until  some  new  legislation  shall  take  place  in  relation  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Department  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  some  provisions  which  may  l>e  more 
specific,  and  may  be  required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  dis- 
bursing of  the  public  money. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  Government  and  the 
country,  two  systems  are  proposed,  either  of  which,  it  is 
believed,  may  be  practicable  and  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  crisis.  One  is,  an  enlargement  and  adaptation  of  the 
system  partially  employed  since  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  no  as  to  make  it  answer  all  necessary  purposes. 
This  could  be  effected  merely  by  assigning  to  our  existing 
officers  and  establishments  some  additional  duties. 

The  Treasurer,  at  the  scat  of  Government;  the  mint, 
with  iU  branch  at  New  Orleans,  and  another  which  has 
been  contemplated,  and  is  much  needed,  at  New  York,  for 
other  purposes;  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  receivers  of 
money  for  the  sales  of  land,  as  well  as  postmasters,  might 
all  be  directed  to  keep  in  safety,  not  only  the  public  money 
collected  by  them,  hut  oil  actually  placed  in  their  posses- 
sion, by  transfer  or  otherwise.  As  fiscal  agents,  they 
might  also  be  required  to  pay  over  and  transfer  it  for  such 
public  purposes  as  may  be  authorized  by  Congress,  and 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Treasury  Department  from 
time  to  lime  may  prescribe.  Indeed,  the  third  section  of 
the  post  office  law  or  1885,  with  the  bond  taken  under  it 
as  to  the  agency  of  the  postmasters,  is,  perhapa,  already 
sufficiently  broad  for  that  class  of  officers.  At  points  like 
New  York,  and  a  few  others,  where  a 


that  the  sums  would  permanently  be  large,  but  which, 
under  a  reduced  revenue  aud  expenditure,  would  seldom 
occur,  authority  might  be  given  lo  ap[>oint  the  clerks  now 
acting  as  cashiers  or  tellers  under  the  collectors  and  receiv. 
ers,  or  other  more  suitable  person*,  to  act  as  keepers  and 
paymasters  of  the  public  money,  llut  they  should  lie  made 
independent  of  the  collectors  and  receivers,  and  placed  under 
the  like  tenure  of  office,  and  under  suitable  bonds.  Addi- 
tional means  of  safety,  and  such  additional  but  limited 
compensation  to  any  of  the  above  officers,  might  be  pro- 
vided, as  the  increased  risk  and  lobor  might  render  just; 
but  in  only  a  few  cases  would  these  last  be  much  augmented 
at  any  place. 

Taking  the  year  1834  as  furnishing  a  specimen  suffi- 
ciently large  of  the  probable  business  in  future  connected 
with  the  general  operations  of  tho  Treasury  Department, 
but,  of  course,  not  including  the  separate  establishment  of 
the  post  office,  the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  in 
that  year  was  a  littlo  under  five  thousand,  and,  though 
differing  much  in  actual  amount,  averaging  about  $5,000 
each.  This  would  be  less  than  twenty  warrants  a  day, 
and  hence  would  require  less  than  one  |ier  day  to  be  paid 
in  each  of  the  twenty-six  States.  They  differed,  in  fact, 
from  four  per  day  in  this  District,  and  two  per  doy  iu  New 
York,  which  were  the  highest  numbers,  to  only  one  per 
week  in  several  of  the  States.  [See  table  P.]  The  busi- 
ness at  each  office  daily,  or  even  weekly,  in  making  pay- 
ments of  the  drafts,  would  therefore,  be  very  little.  If 
more  than  one  draft  issued  on  a  warrant,  tho  business 
would  be  increased  in  that  proportion,  unless  the  whole 
payments  were  reduced,  as  is  probable,  hereafter  to  six- 
teen or  seventeen  millions  yearly. 

In  regard  to  the  risk,  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  at 
any  one  time,  if  all  placed  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and 
receivers,  would  not,  on  an  average,  exceed  $  JO,  000  with 
each  of  the  present  number. 

But  if  the  amount,  besides  one  million  in  the  mint,  was 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  half  the  present  nuinltcr,  which 
would  approach  nearer  to  tho  probable  result,  the  sum  with 
each  would  still  be  less  than  most  of  the  existing  bonds  of 
receivers ;  and  when  exceeding  theirs,  or  those  of  the  prin- 
cipal collectors,  the  excess,  in  most  cases,  could  be  readily 
prevented  or  reduced,  by  Iwing  drawn  out  to  pay  creditors, 
or  be  conveniently  transferred  to  the  Treasurer  of  tho 
United  States,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  to  the  mint 
and  its  branches.  Until  one  of  the  latter  is  authorized  at 
New  York,  the  substitute  before  meutioncd,  of  one  of  the 
present  officers  in  the  customs  there  as  an  independent 
keeper  and  paymaster  of  the  public  money  could  lie  adopted, 
and,  if  deemed  prudent,  be  extended  to  any  other  similar 
place. 

In  this  mode,  the  present  number  of  officers  connected 
with  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue  through- 
out the  United  States  need  not  tie  at  all  increased.  Nor 
will  it  become  necessary,  except  in  a  few  case?,  to  augment 
tbeir  compensation.  Twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  would  probably  cover  the  whole  additional  expense  of 
every  kind. 

The  other  system  to  which  the  attention  and  considera- 
tion of  Congress  are  respectfully  invited,  is- a  new  organi- 
zation, by  means  of  commissioners  or  receivers  general,  to 
gather  the  collections  to  more  central  points,  and  keep  and 
disburse  there  a  large  portion  of  the  public  money,  or  such 
as  could  not  bo  kept  safely  and  expended  conveniently  in 
the  hands  of  tlie  collecting  officers.  Such  an  organization 
might  be  at  only  three  or  four  of  the  most  important  points ; 
or  it  might  be  made  more  extensive,  and  the  number  en- 
larged to  eight  or  ten.  This  could  be  arranged,  in  all  im- 
portant particulars,  substantially  in  the  manner  which  it 
now  in  very  successful  practice  in  some  of  'the  most  en- 
lightened and  opulent  Governments  of  Europe,  and  as  was 
"  by  this  * 
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1790.  [8ee  extract  O.]  The  only  material  difference 
need  be,  to  pay  out  more  of  the  money  near  the  places 
where  it  ii  collected,  rather  than  fir»t  to  transmit  most  of  it 
,  to  the  seat  of  Government.  This  organization  of  fncal 
agents  would  he  advantageous  as  a  separate  establishment 
for  this  business  alone,  and  as  an  independent  cheek  on 
most  of  those  collecting  the  revenue.  But  it  would  require 
some  addition  to  the  present  number  of  officers,  and  in  the 
first  instance  would  more  increase  the  public  expenses. 

But  the  whole  addition  of  principal  officers  need  not  ex- 
ceed (en.  Nor  would  the  increased  annual  expense  to 
the  Government  probably  amount  to  over  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  as  the  system  would  enable  both  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  to  dispense  with  several  of 
their  agents  for  making  local  disbursements.  The  dan- 
ger of  any  losses  will  be  nearly  the  mine  under  both  plans. 
Ft  is  impossible  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  Gorernment,  or 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  society,  without  trust  and  risk 
of  some  kind.  But  one  great  object,  wherever  pecuniary 
confidence  is  reposed,  should  always  be  to  require  the  best 
8nfe$uftnls  which  appear  reasonable ;  and  in  either  of  these 
*y  sterns,  as  hereafter  explained,  the  amount  trusted  can  be 
more  easily  kept  from  becoming  excessive,  and  the  hazard 
of  losses,  affecting  the  deposite  agent  by  hia  lending  or 
trading,  be  fully  obviated,  by  the  strict  prohibition  of  both 
the  latter  under  severe  penalties. 

Our  direct  losses  from  either  collecting  or  deposite  agents 
have  always  been  comparatively  small.  Those  by  the 
former,  it  is  believed,  have  not  equalled  those  by  the  latter, 
though  the  latter,  being  banks,  have  usually  in  the  end  paid 
most  of  their  depoiites.  The  losses  by  the  former  are  also 
supposed  not  to  have  exceeded  one-fifth  of  those  on  the 
bonds  of  merchants  for  duties,  and  probably  not  one- 
eighth  of  those  from  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  under 
the  credit  system. 

Occasional  and  strict  examinations  of  the  money  on 
hand,  where  large  in  amount,  would  furnish  a  strong  safe- 
guard beyond  the  character  of  the  officer,  and  the  property 
of  himself  and  sureties,  and  which  it  might  he  provided 
should  be  made  by  a  committee  of  Congress,  or  in  any 
other  mode  deemed  most  eligible  to  constitute  an  effectual 
check. 

The  plans  which  have  been  explained  as  to  fiscal  agents, 
re  suggested  for  consideration,  under  a  belief  that  either  is 
appropriate  in  the  present  posture  of  affairs ;  that  they  re- 
quire but  slight  changes  in  our  existing  laws  or  usages ; 
and,  whatever  objections  can  be  adduced  against  them, 
will,  at  the  same  time,  be  found  to  posses*  many  signal  ad- 
vantages. 

They  will  not,  so  much  as  some  other  rootles  of  keeping 
the  public  money,  expose  the  Treasury  to  disappoint- 
ments and  delays,  through  a  dangerous  partneiship  of  in- 
intercst,  or  the  use  of  that  money  for  private  or  corporate 
pi)  rpose*.  As  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  or  speculation  affect 
the  persons  who  borrow  from  the  public  banking  deposi- 
tories, the  evil  consequences  most  sometimes  inevitably 
reach  and  embarrass  the  Treasury  itself.  Nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  these  modes,  like  our  former  one,  cause 
frequent  injury  to  those  who,  trading  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  are  subject  to  be  most  pressed  to  refund  it 
when  least  able.  It  is  believed,  likewise,  that  the  funds  of 
the  Treasury  can  be  always  more  readily  commanded  in  a 
legal  currency,  and  the  hopes  of  its  creditors  not  defeated, 
nor  its  faith  violated  so  often,  if  the  money  is  not  loaned 
out,  either  in  full  or  in  part,  but,  as  in  other  countries,  is 
retained  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  and  in  the  actual  cus- 
tody of  officers  exclusively  fiscal.  In  other  countries,  the 
public  money  is  believed  to  be  seldom,  if  ever,  ctmr^t'fihlo 
to  the  Treasurer,  till  it  is  either  paid  over  on  some  draft, 
so  that  he  can  get  credit  for  the  payment,  (and  which 
mode  is  practised  somewhat  in  England,  as  well  as  here,  and 
extensively  in  France,)  or  lodged,  not  in  deposite  in  any 


bank,  but  in  his  own  possession  at  the  seat  of  Government 
In  the  former  mode,  the  systems  now  proposed,  and  espe- 
cially the  first  one,  would  operate  so  as  to  disburse  at  each 
point  most  of  the  public  money  collected  near,  and  would 
thus  enable  the  Treasury  to  command  its  resources  with 
leas  delay ;  the  money  not  being  previously  paid  over  at 
some  distance,  and  to  a  separate  set  of  agents,  as  ha* 
usually  been  the  practice  hens  in  the  use  of  banks ;  nor 
much  of  it  transported  inconveniently  to  the  capital,  as  has 
usually  been  the  practice  elsewhere.  This  mode  would 
thus  possess  one  of  the  greatest  excellencies  in  any  tWal 
system :  which  is,  to  pay  over  quickest  to  the  public  creditor, 
and  with  the  least  official  complexity,  whatever  ia  collected 
from  the  public  debtor. 

Besides  these  advantages,  others  would  be,  that  the 
money  in  the  Treasury,  under  both  of  the  plsns  submitted, 
can  always  be  more  easily  kept  down  to  moderate  dimen- 
sions, by  reductions  in  the  revenue,  and  by  temporary  in- 
vestments of  an  occasional  surplus,  as  there  will  be  no  an- 
tagonist interest  connected  with  it,  wishing  for  loans  and 
the  use  of  surpluses,  and  thua  co  operating  to  prevent  a 
reduction. 

The  exislinti  establishments  mid  officer*,  whenever  con- 
venient, would  be  employed  without  a  double  machinery, 
or  the  organization  of  a  new  system  of  agents.  Execu- 
tive control  would  be  diminished  rather  than  increased  by 
them,  tweause  any  additional  officers  will  be  selected,  not 
by  the  President  alone,  nor  the  Treasury  Department,  as 
the  banks  now  are,  but  virtually  be  designated  by  Congress, 
and  the  principal  incumbents  appointed  by  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  They  would  also  remove  all  ground  for  the 
objection  sometimes  urged  against  the  former  system,  that 
the  Executive  alone  exercises  an  extensive  patronage  and 
great  moneyed  influence  through  a  host  of  bank  presidents, 
directors,  snd  stockholders,  scattered  through  every  section 
of  the  country,  and  selected  without  the  assent  or  check  of 
either  House  of  Congress  in  any  particular  case,  and 
making  loans  of  the  public  money  from  considerations 
merely  political  or  official.  A  very  wide  discretion  will  be 
thus  restricted,  and  a  prolific  source  of  suspicion  and  im- 
putation of  favoritism  and  partiality  be  entirely  stopped. 

The  officers,  under  the  plans  proposed,  will  likewise  be 
amenable  exclusively  to  the  General  Government,  and  not 
be  embarrassed,  like  the  officers  of  the  banks,  by  conflict- 
ing duties  and  interests  in  respect  to  the  States ;  nor  in- 
volved in  tboee  collisions,  jealousies,  and  recriminations, 
often  attendant  en  tliat  position. 

The  indc|>endcnl  end  harmonious  action  of  each  Govern- 
ment in  its  appropriate  sphere  will  thus  be  more  fully  se- 
cured. The  local  institutions,  as  a  general  principle,  will 
be  left  to  the  care  and  uses  of  the  several  States  which  es- 
tablished them,  without  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  and  to  be  regulated  or  discontinued, 
as  deemed  most  useful,  under  their  own  8tate  policies,  and 
most  conducive  to  the  original  purposes  of  their  creation. 
Nor  woald  any  general  moneyed  corporation,  aside  from 
the  grave  doubts  which  exist  as  to  both  its  constitutionality 
and  general  expediency,  have  been  likely  in  such  a  crisis 
as  that  of  the  war  of  1813,  or  perhaps  that  of  the  last  apring, 
to  have  proved  a  much  stfer  public  depository  than  those 
local  institutions.  Though  more  convenient  in  form  for 
fiscal  purposes  than  they,  and  free  from  ao me  objections  as 
to  want*  of  symmetry  and  accountability  which  obtain 
against  them,  xyct,  if  chartered  on  usual  principles,  and 
judging  from  experience  here  aa  well  as  abroad,  it  must 
have  failed,  in  a  trial  like  those,  to  have  sustained  either 
our  pecuniary  operations,  or  its  own,  in  strict  good  faith 
and  in  doe  vigor. 

Without  entering  into  details  to  illustrate  this  position, 
it  is  necessary  to  notice  only  the  single  circumstance,  that 
the  Bank  of  England,  during  n  severe  war,  suspended 
specie  payments  near  a  quarter  of*  century,  and  that 
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neither  of  the  two  United  Slates  Banks  existed  to  as  to  be 
obliged  to  encounter  such  a  peril.  But  since  the  hut 
spring,  the  notes  of  the  second  one,  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  have  been  allowed  to  sink  into  the  mass 
of  irredeemable  and  depreciated  paper,  thongh  issued  under 
all  the  high  securities  and  sanctions  of  a  charter  from  the 
General  Government,  and  with  very  large  funds,  still 
under  the  control  of  officers  and  trustees  deemed  by  the 
stockholders  exceedingly  skilful,  and  bound  by  both  law 
am!  contract  to  redeem  those  notes  in  specie,  and  on  de- 
Toe  systems  which  have  been  proposed  in  this  report, 
if  adopted,  could  not  be  expected  to  continue  entirely  ex- 
empt from  losses  by  that  unfaithfulness  or  casus  I  ty  to 
which  all  trusts  in  human  affairs  are  exposed.  But  they 
may  be  surrounded  with  strong  safeguards,  and  would  very 
probably  soon  be  enabled  to  answer  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner every  purpose  of  the  Government,  in  its  condition  so 
different  in  many  respects  from  that  which  formerly  existed, 
and  which  was  the  paramount  cause  urged  for  the  incor- 
poration of  our  two  former  United  States  Banks.  Its 
finances  are  not  now  burdened  with  a  national  debt  from 
seventy  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  and,  besides 
our  ordinary  expenses,  with  the  annual  payment,  on  ac- 
count of  principal  and  interest,  of  from  ten  to  sixteen  mil- 
lions, to  be  fir»t  widely  collected,  and  then  transferred  and 
diabursed  at  only  a  few  points  on  the  seaboard.  It  is  now 
with  a  yearly  revenue,  reduced  from  thirty  and  forty  mil- 
lions to  near  twenty,  and  probably  soon  to  be  only  sixteen 
or  seventeen,  and  with  a  coarse  of  expenditure  which  can 
readily  bo  diminished  so  as  not  much,  if  any,  to  exceed 
the  revenue  in  a  natural  state  of  business.  In  large  sec- 
tions of  our  country,  and  in  such  a  state  of  business,  this 
expenditure  happens  nearly  and  very  conveniently  to  cor- 
respond in  amount  with  the  receipts  in  the  same  sections. 

Wo  are,  likewise,  reposing  in  peace,  with  very  superior 
means  of  communication,  whether  by  mail  or  personal  in- 
tercourse, and  with  a  greatly  increased  and  increasing  por- 
tion of  gold  in  the  currency,  to  render  distant  transfers  and 
payments  more  easy.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  our 
fiscal  concerns  will  be  greatly  lessened  in  amount  as  well 
a*  difficulty,  unless  we  shall  bo  visited  by  wars  or  other 
scourges,  involving  us  in  debts  and  embarrassments  of  an 
aggravated  character,  and  which,  fortunately,  no  sufficient 
reason  appears  for  anticipating  at  an  early  day. 

Under  the  proposed  arrangements,  the  transfers  from 
eerUin  point*  could  be  often  effected,  when  required  by  the 
•  Department  for  public  purposes,  not  only  with  ease,  but  so 
as  greatly  to  facilitate  the  domestic  exchanges,  in  the  mode 
of  employing  drafts  suggested  in  a  subsequent  portion  of 
this  report.  In  a  .more  natural  and  ordinary  stale  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  like  that  in  1834,"  the  transfers 
required  to  a  great  distance  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
millions  during  the  year,  and  almost  the  whole  of  them 
were,  at  that  time,  in  such  a  direction  as  to  yield  a  profit 
rather  than  be  expensive  to  the  banks  which  made  them. 

If  the  Treasurer  were  required  to  receive  payment  in 
advance,  at  certain  convenient  points,  for  all  lands  sold,  as 
has  once  been  the  construction  of  the  act  of  1820,  the  prob- 
ability i»,  that  very  soon  all  the  unfavorable  tranafera  ren- 
dered necessary  would  become  quite  unimportant  in  amount, 
and  leas  expensive  than  the  transportation  of  specie  and  paper 
haa  been  heretofore,  from  the  distant  land  offices  to  the 
nearest  deposite  banks,  before  much  of  it  was  paid  to  the 
public  creditors.  It  will  be  seen  that,  by  these  modes  of 
keeping  the  public  money,  it  would  not  be  indispensable  to 
employ  any  banks  as  a  prescribed  part  of  the  system,  al- 
though it  might  sometimes  be  convenient  to  use  them  as 
individuals  do,  and  as  subordinate  fiscal  officers  often  do  in 
other  countries,  for  the  deposite  and  transfer  of  large  sums, 
and  particularly  for  special  depositor,  when  looking  merely 
to  safety  and  early  occaiion  to  use  the  monev. 
Voi.  XIV.-A  3 
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No  act  of  Congress,  until  the  charter  of  the  last  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  1816,  required  the  public  money  in 
the  Treasury  to  be  kept  on  deposite  in  any  bank  whatever. 
The  whole  subject  was  IcA  to  the  discretion  of  this  Depart- 
ment. Even  that  chnrter  permitted  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remove  the  depositcs  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  when  he  thought  proper. 

In  the  supplemental  report  from  this  Department,  in 
1834,  on  the  keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money, 
a  state  of  things  like  the  present  was  adverted  to  and  con- 
sidered. It  wss  observed,  in  regard  to  such  an  occurrence, 
that  it  will  then  "become  necessary  to  devolve  these  du- 
ties on  some  receiver  or  collector  already  in  office,  or  on 
some  safe  agent  not  now  in  office,  as  hss  been  the  practice 
for  years  in  this  country  in  paying  pensions  at  convenient 
place*,  near  which  there  was  no  State  bank  or  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  as  hus  long  been  the  usage  in 
some  countries  of  Europe,  by  having  the  revenue  in  certain 
districts  chiefly  received,  kept,  and  transmitted  through 
private  agents  and  brokers." 

But  it  was  added,  that  "though  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government  could,  undoubtedly,  still  proceed  through 
the  personal  agencies  beforo  mentioned,"  and  without  any 
banks,  State  or  national,  yet  "it  would  be  at  some  incon- 
venience and  increase  of  expense,  unless  remedied  in  a 
manner  that  may  hereafter  be  developed,  and  would  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Department,  and  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  be  so  eligible  a  system  as  the  present  one; 
because  banks,  though  exposed  to  some  dangers  and  evils, 
and  though  not  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the  fiscal  pur- 
poses of  any  Government,  and  much  less  of  one  in  the 
present  happy  financial  situation  of  ours,  ore  frankly  ac- 
knowledged to  be  in,  many  respects  a  class  of  agents  eco- 
nomical, convenient,  and  useful." 

The  use  of  State  banks  had  then  been  adopted,  and  was 
proceeding  satisfactorily-  For  more  than  two  years  after, 
it  continued  to  be  in  successful  n|>cration,  so  far  as  regarded 
both  convenience  and  safety.  But  now,  most  of  the  Slate 
banks  have  ceased  to  pay  specie  even  for  their  notes,  and 
many  have  paid  out,  if  not  issued,  small  bills,  so  as  not  to 
be  in  a  situation  either  to  be  retained  or  to  become  fiscal 
agents,  in  conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  the  deposite  act. 
A  few  others,  who  are  in  a  legal  situation  to  be  selected, 
decline  to  receive  the  public  money  under  some  of  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  the  act. 

Nor  is  any  national  bank  in  existence,  or,  independent 
of  its  inexpediency  in  a  political  view,  supposed  to  be  ca- 
pable of  being  established  constitutionally.  Hence  it  is 
respectfully  submitted  to  Congress,  under  all  the  above 
considerations,  whether  the  early  adoption  of  one  of  the 
plans  proposed  is  not  proper,  and  would  not  be  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  publicintereat*. 

VI.   SxTTtKMSXT  WITH  TUB  FORMER  PEFOSITX  BAXKS. 

Another  subject  that  appears  to  require  the  early  action 
of  Congress  is,  the  further  indulgence  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  extend  to  such  of  the  former  deposite  bank?  as 
are  still  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

The  facts  which  are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  aid 
Congress  in  forming  a  correct  deciaion  on  this  subject  will 
be  fully  submitted.  The  perils  to  which  those  banks  were 
exposed,  had  caused  to  the  Department  much  solicitude  for 
several  months  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
and  led  to  some  precautionary  suggestions  which  it  felt 
bound  to  make  to  them,  so  far  as  appeared  consistent  with 
the  usual  principles  of  banking  in  this  country,  and  not 
calculated,  by  creating  sodden  alarm,  to  hasten  the  catas- 
trophe that  has  since  hsppened. 

Besides  the  general  cauliona  with  respect  to  the  excesses 
of  bank  issues,  and  the  dangerous  consequences  likely  to 
ensue,  which  were  detailed  in  the  last  annual  report  from 
thia  Department,  several  instances  occurred  where  the 
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of  the  business  of  some  of  the  depositories  appearing 
from  their  returns  to  be  injudicious,  special  letter*  of  advice 
were  deemeJ  proper,  and  were  written.  A  rigid  system 
in  requiring  additional  specie  won  also  pursued  in  all  cases 
of  unusual  deficiency.  In  regard  to  the  effect  of  these  steps 
on  the  banks,  it  affords  the  undersigned  pleasure  to  add 
that,  from  the  completion  of  their  selection  after  the  depos- 
its net  passed,  to  the  last  returns  before  their  suspension, 
a  great  reduction  in  the  circulation  as  well  as  discouuts  pf 
many  of  them  bad  taken  place,  and,  in  several  cases,  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  specie  was  kept  on  hand.  Indeed, 
considering  the  eatraordinary  amount  of  public  money  paid 
out  by  them  belwern  last  .November  and  May,  amounting 
to  near  twenty  millions  more  than  their  receipts  during  the 
same  period,  it  is  a  fact  highly  creditable  to  their  prudence 
and  ability,  that  the  specie  of  all  was  reduced  only  from 
a  bout  fifteen  to  thirteen  millions,  and  their  circulation, 
instead  of  increasing,  fell  from  near  forty-ono  to  thirty- 


As  a  whole,  their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tion, continued  to  be  almost  as  large  in  May  as  in  Novem- 
ber. It  averaged  more  than  one  to  three,  or  much  more 
t  han  has  been  customary  with  the  banks  in  this  country, 
and  was  over  double  the  relative  quantity  held  by  all  the 
banks  in  England  at  the  same  period,  and  was  in  a  pro- 
portion one-fourth  larger  than  that  in  the  Dank  of  Eng- 
land itself.  Their  immediato  means,  compared  with  their 
immediate  liabilities,  were  somewhat  stronger  in  Novem- 
ber than  in  May,  but  were  at  both  periods  nearly  1  to  3$, 
or  greater  than  the  usual  ratio,  in  the  best  times,  of  most 
banks  which  have  a  large  amount  of  dcposiles  in  posses- 
sion.   [See  table  Q.] 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  suspension  of  specie 
payment  by  the  deposiic  banks  waa  an  event  not  generally 
anticipated. 

The  policy  since  pursued  by  most  of  them  has  been  fa- 
vorable to  an  early  discharge  of  their  engagements  to  the 
Treasury,  and  to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments.  Many 
have  gradually  reduced  their  discounts  and  circulation,  as 
well  as  paid  over  much  of  their  public  depoaites.  This 
may  be  more  fully  aeen  in  the  tables  annexed.  [State- 
ment of  a  few  heads  of  condition  in  November,  March, 
July,  May,  and  August.  See  Q  ]    Since  the  1st  of  May, 
their  discounts,  as  a  whole,  have  been  reduced  about 
$20,388,776,  their  circulation  $4,991,791,  and  their 
public  depositee  $15,607,316;  while  their  specie  has  di- 
minished less  than  $3,000,000.  Of  the  number  of  eighty- 
six  banks  employed  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  ten  or 
eleven  are  supposed  to  have  paid  over  all  the  public  money 
which  was  then  in  their  possession,  to  the  credit  ot  the 
Treasurer.    In  the  custody  of  more  than  half  the  others, 
an  aggregate  of  less  than  $700,000  remains  unadjusted. 
Several  of  the  rest  stilt  possess  large  sums ;  but  many  of 
them  have  continued  promptly  to  furnish  such  payments 
from  time  to  time,  for  meeting  the  public  necessities,  that, 
according  to  the  last  weekly  statement,  the  whole  balance 
to  his  credit,  which  remained  unpaid  in  nil  of  them,  was 
only  $12,418,041.    The  amount  thus  retained  by  each 
may  be  seen  in  the  schedule  annexed,  [K.] 

The  course  adopted  in  respect  to  the  depositee  of  dis- 
bursing officers,  after  the  suspension  ef  specie  payments, 
and  with  a  view  to  safely,  as  well  as  to  encourage  the 
early  resumption  of  such  payments,  may  be  seen  more 
fully  in  the  documents  annexed.    [See  circular  8.] 

It  was  considered  proper  to  proceed,  and  attempt  to 
withdraw  all  the  public  money  from  the  discontinued 
agents,  as  fast  as  it  was  wanted  for  public  purposes,  and 
as  new  and  suitable  depositories  could  be  procured  to  re- 
ceive any  thing  obtainable  beyond  such  amount.  But 
while  the  former  agents  appeared  to  be  secure,  and  to  be 
making  proper  efforts  to  meet  such  calls,  it  seemed  more 
conducive  to  the  eventual  safety  of  the  money,  and  more 


consistent  with  true  wisdom,  as  well  as  the  convenience  of 
the  Treasury,  to  refrain  from  unnecessary  prosecutions 
and  costs  till  the  early  aeasion  of  Congress,  which  had 
been  called,  in  part,  for  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 
On  the  contrary,  when  any  of  the  banks  persisted  in  ne- 
glecting to  pursue  the  prudent  course  of  curtailment,  and 
in  making  no  reasonable  efforts  to  discharge  the  draft*  on 
them  in  an  acceptable  manner,  the  Department  consider- 
ed it  a  duty,  however  unpleasant,  to  deliver  their  agree- 
ments and  bonds  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for  suit. 
This  has  already  been  done  in  nine  cases ;  in  some  as  a 
matter  of  precaution,  to  obtain  additional  security  beyond 
what  had  been  given ;  and  in  others,  to  take  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  for  an  action  against  the  sureties  as  well  as  the 
principals. 

Some  of  the  additional  banks,  rendered 
carry  into  effect  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  late 
act,  have,  on  this  occasion,  proved  the  least  prompt  ana 
efficient  in  meeting  their  obligations.  But  though  the 
lofes  of  a  few  may  be  severe,  and  considerable  delay  may 
arise  in  discharging  their  engagemenU ;  and  though  it 
has  been  proper,  and  has  evinced  a  commendable  state  of 
moral  feeling  in  many  of  them,  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the 
present  excesses  in  paper,  by  curtailing  largely  both  their 
issues  and  discounts,  and  thereby  to  make  aerious  sacrifi- 
ces ;  yet  the  condition  of  them  all  appears  to  be  sncb  as 
will,  with  the  collateral  security  taken,  in  most  cases,  ren- 
der the  United  8tates  probably  enfe  against  any  ultimate 
loss.  Considering  the  wide- spread  pressure  of  the  times, 
which  bad  involved  some  of  the  banks,  as  well  as  their 
debtors,  in  extraordinary  embarrassments ;  and  that  the 
public  money,  as  a  general  rule,  had  previously  been  call- 
ed from  them  only  in  moderate  sums,  as  needed  for  ex- 
penditure and  transfer,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  sev- 
eral of  them  would  be  aide  to  pay  over  at  once,  and  in 
specie,  the  whole  of  the  large  amount  then  in  their  pos- 
session. 

More  especially  was  this  not  to  be  expected,  when, 
from  tho  great  accumulation  of  depositee,  the  specie  of  all 
of  them  at  the  time  of  the  suspension,  as  well  as  for  many 
months  before,  though  larger  than  the  proportion  held  by 
most  other  banks,  did  not  equal,  and  could  not,  without 
making  a  sudden  and  greet  change  in  the  practice  under 
our  whole  banking  system,  equal  one-half  ot  their  indebt- 
edness to  the  Government  alone.  It  is  presumed  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  money  since,  as  well  as  former- 
ly, paid  by  the  banks  on  transfers  and  drafts  has  not  been 
demanded  nor  paid  in  specie. 

But  no  persons  have  been  required  to  accept  any  thing 
else,  nor,  according  to  the  views  of  the  undersigned,  could 
they  be,  without  a  violation  of  law  and  sound  policy. 

The  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  for  debts,  when -drawn  on 
banks  and  not  discharged  on  presentment,  have,  under  in- 
structions from  this  Department,  been  often  taken  up  in 
its  behalf  by  the  collectors  and  receivers,  in  order  as  much 
as  possible  to  relieve  the  public  creditor  from  delay  arid 
loss.  [See  F,  and  circular  instructions  T.]  New  droits, 
when  the  first  ones  were  not  paid  in  an  acceptable  man- 
ner, have  also,  in  some  cases,  been  given  on  other  deposi- 
tories, and  have  helped  to  promote  satisfactory  adjust- 
ments. , 

Since  the  discontinuance  of  most  of  the  banks  as  de- 
positories, this  Department  bas  also  found  the  use  of  drafts 
made  directly  on  receivers  and  collectors  very  acceptable 
to  most  of  public  creditors;  and  by  the  specie  fortunately 
then  on  hand,  and  since  collected  by  the  receivers,  with  a 
part  of  what  was  boforc  in  the  mint,  and  some  occasionally 
supplied  by  a  few  of  the  banks  and  collectors,  a  lnrpe 
amount  of  claims  has  been  paid,  and  the  Treaeury  is  ready 
to  pay  others  in  it,  ao  far  as  practicable,  at  points  and  in 
a  manner  convenient  to  many.  But,  till  the  indebted 
banks  resume  specie  payments,  or  i 
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be  made  in  specie  of  what  ia  due  from  them  and  from  the 
merchants,  it  must  be  obvious  thai  tbe  Department,  how- 
ever anxious  to  pay  all  the  public  creditors  and  officer*  in 
■pecia,  when  demanded,  is  unable  to  accomplish  so  desi- 
rable an  object. 

This  is  one  of  the  evils  incident  to  the  existing  stale  of 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country,  and  which  cannot  be 
remedied,  unless  Congress  furnioh  additional  means,  until 
specie  pay  me.  it*  are  generally  resumed.  Some  interme- 
diate losses,  by  u  depreciation  of  bank  notes,  must,  there- 
fore, fall  on  those,  whether  creditors  or  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, who  consent  to  take  them  rather  than  submit  to 
delays'  in  payment. 

Hence  it  seems  highly  reasonable  that  the  Government 
should  hasten,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  restoration  of  specie 
payments,  at  least  by  its  former  fiscal  agents  who  are  sLill 
in  its  debt. 

This  would  put  an  end  to  such  losses.  It  also  seems 
proper  that  those  depositc  bunks  which  have  not  generally 
answered  (he  demands  on  them,  but  have  continued  to  re- 
ceive full  interest  on  the  deposes  they  had  loaned  out, 
should  be  required  to  pay  it  on  the  sums  still  retained,  and 
from  the  periods  when  they  failed  to  fufil  their  obligations 
to  the  Treasury.  It  is  manifest  that  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, coming  from  every  section  of  the  country,  would  be 
tbe  best  judges  of  what  further  lenity  or  severity  might 
properly  be  exercised  towards  them ;  and,  knowing  more 
intimately  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  in  their  respective  neigh- 
borhoods, can  decide  with  greater  accuracy  whether  any 
indulgence  could  hereafter  be  extended  to  them  appropri- 
ately, except  on  the  condition  of  an  early  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  and  an  allowance  of  interest  dunug  any 
delay  in  meeting  their  fiscal  engagements.  With  the 
moans  of  information  |>osscsscd  by  tbe  undersigned,  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion  that  it  should  not 
be  done  without  a  compliance  with  such  conditions.  As 
further  evidence  of  the  ability  of  most  of  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  will  be  necessary  only  to  advert  to  the  abstract  of 
their  last  returns,  which  has  been  previously  annexed. 

From  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  the  8outhwcst,  by 
making  much  of  their  circulation  not  redeemable  at  home, 
but  at  distant  points,  and  providing  for  it  there  by  bills  of 
exchange,  (so  many  of  which,  during  the  past  season, 
have  failed  to  be  paid,)  the  situation  of  severul  of  the  banks 
there  is  least  eligible,  not  only  for  an  early  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  but  for  a  tpecdy  and  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment of  their  debts  to  the  Government  But  in  the  West- 
ern, and  probably  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  if  not 
elsewhere,  the  ability  to  sustain  such  payments  appeaw, 
by  their  returns,  much  greater  than  has  been  customary  in 
this  country.  Their  specie,  compared  with  their  circula- 
tion, is  a*  oue  to  two,  and  one  to  three;  and  their  imme- 
diate means,  compared  with  their  immediate  liabilities,  are 
over  one  to  three.  Hence  it  has  been  hoped  that  the  ef 
forts  which  the  banks  were  bound  to  make  would  lead,  in 
laces,  to  the  desirable  events  above  mentioned,  with- 
very  long  delay.  [See  circular  V.]  The  objection 
lally  urged  against  an  early  resumption,  that  the  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade  against  this  country  would,  in  that 
event,  cause  some  of  the  specie  in  the  banks  to  he  drawn 
out  and  shipped,  will,  however  true  in  point  of  fact,  pos- 
sess much  less  force  when  it  is  considered  that  the  delay 
hitherto  has  not  prevented  tho  export  of  specie.  On  the 
contrary,  considerable  sums,  wbich  were  in  ordinary  cir- 
culation, have,  »incc  the  suspension,  been  withdrawn,  and 
a  portion  of  them  sent  abroad,  while  their  place  is  badly 
supplied  with  depreciated  pit  per.  So  happily  adjusted, 
however,  are  tho  laws  of  trade,  even  in  their  influence  on 


ring  the  same  time  imports,  chiefly  from  other  quarters,  of 
$3, 140,020.  Though  the  actual  imports  and  eiporU  hove 
both  doubtless  exceeded  those  amounts  since  that  period, 
and  the  ratio  of  difference  has  been  somewhat  greater,  yet 
the  total  drain  has  been  much  less  than  many  have  im- 
agined, and  produced  less  effect  on  the  general  ability  of 
the  country  and  the  banks  to  have  specie  payments  re- 
sumed and  successfully  sustained.  Congress  having  pow- 
er to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  it  would  be  worihy  of  con- 
sideration, if  the  power  be  ever  exercised,  whether  all 
banks,  and  in  any  event,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas 
and  Mr.  Crawford,  all  employed  by  the  Treasuiy,  should 
not  be  subjected  to  its  provisions,  and,  on  any  important 
and  deliberate  failure  in  their  pecuniary  duties,  be  com- 
pelled at  once  to  close  their  concerns. 

In  respect  to  the  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
well  as  others  connected  with  the  General  Government,  it 
seems  desirable  that  the  measures  adopted  in  relation  to 
them,  by  Congress,  should  have  a  strong  tendency  to  •  n- 
courage  the  earliest  resumption  of  specie  payments  which 
is  practicable  and  safe.  For  ibis  purpose,  little  doubt  chii 
exist  that,  while  those  measures  will  be  the  most  salutary 
which  shall  evince  a  due  liberality  and  forbearance  to  the 
extent  really  required  by  the  crisis,  they  should,  beyond 
that,  be  rigorous  in  exacting  the  adoption  of  such  steps  as 
are  sanctioned  by  the  sound  principles  of  currency  and  tho 
public  frith.  They  will  then  help,  at  an  early  day,  to  re- 
lieve the  community,  as  well  as  the  Treasury,  from  a  con- 
dition of  the  circulating  medium,  which,  so  far  as  it  con- 
sists of  bank  paper  irredeemable  in  specie,  is  one  of  the 
worst  scourges  which  can  be  inflicted  on  society.  It  is  no 
lens  hostile  to  the  best  maxims  of  political  economy,  than 
usually  subversive  of  every  just  sense  of  both  moral  and 
legal  obligation. 

VII.   On  TNI  XOKBT  RICXIVABLE  TOH  FLBLIC  SUBS. 

The  kind  of  money  or  currency  receivable  for  public  du«  s 
is  another  embarrassment,  concerning  which  legislation  has 
been  deemed  proper  by  many.  A  change  in  the  existing 
practice  has  been  requested  by  others,  without  legislator. 
But,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
no  change  which  should  sanction  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
not  redeemable  in  specie,  has  been  thought  either  prudent 
or  permissible  by  this  Department.  IS'or  will  such  a  one 
Ik*  adopted  without  the  express  direction  of  Congress.  [See 
F  I.  2.] 

Believing  tli.it  specie  is  the  best  standard,  and  the  only 
one  contemplated  by  the  constitution,  for  the  public  reve- 
nue and  expenditures,  as  well  as  for  tho  value  of  contracts 
and  property,  every  drparturo  from  it  for  those  purposes  is 
deemed  by  the  undersigned  pernicious,  if  not  unconstitu- 
tional. The  question  as  to  the  expediency  of  using  any 
other  medium  for  a  currency  is  of  a  different  character,  and 
more  complicated.  But  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a  ic- 
sort  to  continental  money,  bills  of  credit,  or  any  species  of 
paper  not  redeemable  in  specie,  and  which  had  been  de- 
veloped in  our  own  experience,  as  well  ns  in  the  soundest 
theories  of  political  economy,  were  undoubtedly  a  principal 
cnu*e  for  those  rigid  provisions  in  the  constitution  connected 
with  tho  currency.  They  restrict  any  State  from  issuing 
mere  "  bills  of  credit,"  from  making  ony  thing  a  lender 
"except  srold  and  Mlver,"  or  passing  any  law  "impairing 
tho  obligation  of  contracts,"  as  well  as  confine  to  Congress 
alone  the  power  "to  coin  money,"  and  "regulate  the 
value  thereof."  The  exercise  of  this  last  power,  manifestly 
relating  only  to  metallic  money,  appears  in  require  merely 
the  coinage  of  a  sufficient  supply  at  the  mint,  and  in  con- 
venient denominations  for  all  necessary  purposes,  and  of 
such  an  intrinsic  value  as,  while  preventing  it  from  being 
depreciated  on  the  one  hand,  should,  on  the  other,  not  be 
so  underrated  as  to  cause  it  to  t>e  readily  exported,  or  melled 
down  for  use  in  manufactures. 
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The  whole  amount  necessary  for  public  payments  bos 
been  much  misapprehended.  Without  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  it  would  seldom  exceed  right  or  (en  millions  of 
dollars,  even  if  no  evidences  of  debt,  or  any  kind  of  paper 
money,  were  receivable.  Like  a  running  stream,  the  coin 
which  flows  in  as  constantly  flows  out,  without  much  ac- 
cumulation ;  one  dollar  helping  to  perform,  in  a  single 
year,  tho  service  of  payment  and  repayment  numerous 
times.  Indeed,  the  people  of  tho  whole  United  States  do 
not,  in  a  sound  slate  of  business  and  prices,  need  over  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  of  an  active  circulating  medium  : 
for  all  their  currency.  This  would  be  a  larger  portion  of 
currency  to  our  present  population  than  the  average  has  1 
been  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution ;  and,  if  an  1 
exclusive  metallic  currency  could  be  deemed  desirable, 
would  require  only  about  thirty  millions  more  than  the 
specie  which  is  supposed  now  to  exist  in  the  country. 
But  the  present  quantity  of  specie  being  divided  pretty 
equally  between  the  banks  and  individuals,  not  half  of  it 
is  in  active  circulation  ;  and,  unless  it  becomes  increased, 
and  much  mote  equally  diffused,  some  paper  is,  of  course, 
necessary  to  prevent  a  sudden  revulsion  in  prices  and  val- 
ues, and  to  supply  a  sufficient  circulating  medium  for  the 
legitimate  purposes  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Some 
paper  will,  probably,  always  be  found  convenient  for  com- 
mercial operations.  It  would,  therefore,  be  invidious,  if 
not  unauthorized,  fur  the  General  Government  to  deprive 
the  Statea  of  any  supposed  advantage  in  the  use  of  it,  so 
far  and  so  long  as  they  may  deem  proper,  or  otherwise  to 
interfere  with  their  course,  in  relation  to  it,  except  to  en- 
force the  present  constitutional  prohibition  against  issuing 
any  bills  of  credit,  or  making  any  thing  a  lender  except 
gold  and  silver.  Care,  however,  must  be  employed,  inci- 
dentally, to  avert,  aa  fur  as  possible,  any  evil  influences 
which  might  otherwise  be  exorcised  over  our  own  fiscal 
operations  by  the  different  local  policies  pursuod  on  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  delicacy,  hazard,  and  difficulty. 

Tho  power  which  Congress  may  possess  to  legislate, 
with  a  view  of  tarnishing  a  paper  currency  of  any  kind  for 
the  ordinary  uses  of  tho  community,  or  of  regulating,  in 
any  way,  domestic  exchanges,  is  not  entirely  clear,  nor 
well  defined.  Whatever  may  be  its  just  extent,  it  seems 
seldom,  if  over,  necessary  to  be  used,  while  the  States  re- 
tain such  a  wide  and  undisputed  authority  over  banking; 
and  while  the  local  institutions,  as  well  as  private  bankers, 
here  no  less  than  abroad,  arc  generally  so  competent  to  ef- 
fect exchanges.  Such  a  power  is  not  expressly  conferred 
in  the  constitution,  nor  does  it  seem  to  be  implied,  unless, 
in  the  execution  of  some  plaiu  grants,  it  may  become  prupcr 
to  bo  exerted  on  any  emeigeucy,  and  without  using 
means  otherwise  forbidden,  unwarrantable,  or  inexpedient. 

In  regard  to  exchanges,  it  is  believed  that  seldom,  if 
ever,  has  any  Government,  however  unlimited  its  autho.;- 
ty,  considered  it  wise  to  prescribe  special  regulations  for  ef- 
fecting them.  Such  a  Government  might  well  feel  empow- 
ered "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,"  or  be- 
tween its  own  Slates,  if  it  had  any ;  but  to  regulate  exchanges 
between  individuals,  would,  in  most  eases,  be  justly  deem- 
ed arbitrary.  On  the  contrary,  ihu  sound  principles  of 
trade  seem  to  require  as  little  interference  as  possible  with 
fixing  the  price  of  commodities,  or  the  mode  and  medium 
through  which  they  shall  be  interchanged.  Those  princi- 
ples would  only  yield  adequate  protection  or  security,  fur- 
nish facilities  appropriate  and  authorized,  and  establish  a 
good  standard  of  value.  Indeed,  the  balances  of  indebted- 
ness between  different  sections  of  the  country,  if  left  to 
work  out  their  natural  consequences  on  the  rale  of  ex- 
changes, will  usually,  as  tl.cy  are  now  doing,  correct  ex- 
cesses in  business  in  any  quarter,  and  be  sclf-rcgulalors, 
far  superior  to  any  offkieus  and  minute  legislation.  The  I 
rate  merely  for  exchanges  can  seldom  exceed  the  expense  j 
of  transporting  specie  between  any  two  places;  and,  if  sur- 


passing that,  the  excess  must  arise  from  what  Government 
baa  little  power  to  cure — that  is,  from  the  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining money  where  indebtedness  is  great,  interest  high, 
and  credit  impaired. 

In  regard  to  the  currency  which  is  most  suitable  for 
public  purposes,  whatever  may  be  the  authority  of  the 
General  Government  to  make  or  adopt  a  paper  one,  in  full 
or  in  part,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why,  after  having  es- 
tablished specie  as  a  standard,  having  forbidden  anything 
else  to  be  made  a  tender,  and  having  succeeded  in  encour- 
aging the  introduction  of  a  supply  of  it  into  the  country 
very  ample  for  all  fiscal  purposes,  it  should  expressly  dis- 
pense with  its  employment  as  the  most  usual  medium  for 
those  purposes.  The  fundamental  acts  of  Congress  as  to 
the  payments  for  duties  and  lands  have  not  made  any  ex- 
ceptions in  its  use,  or  provided  any  substitutes  except  the 
"evidences  of  the  public  debt."  Any  exceptions  allowed 
ought  certainly  never  to  permit  any  thing  except  specie  to 
be  paid  out  as  a  rightful  tender  by  the  United  states;  and 
this  principle  ha*  always  been  strictly  observed.  But  by 
constructions  adopted  early  in  this  Department,  and,  subse- 
quently, by  the  charters  to  the  two  United  States  Banks, 
as  well  as  by  an  apparent  sanction  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816,  different  substitutes  of  notes  issued  by  those  and 
State  banks,  have,  at  different  times,  and  under  different 
modifications,  been  permitted  to  be  received  in  payment- 
These,  however,  have  been  allowed  only  when  regarded  as 
a  clear  equivalent  to  specie  or  by  being  readily  convertible 
into  it,  and  by  being  recommended  by  eome  superior  con- 
venience or  utility,  as  well  as  by  great  security.  Aa  spe- 
cie likewise  combines  safely,  uniformity,  general  use, 
sound  theory,  and  almost  universal  experience  in  favor  of 
its  common  employment,  tbe  framcrs  of  the  constitution 
doublWt  believed,  as  has  been  the  uniform  practice  since, 
that  all  substitutes  of  paper,  as  they  have  less  intrinsic 
value,  though  they  often,  by  smaller  weight  or  bulk,  pos- 
sess some  qualities  of  greater  convenience  for  certain 
uses,  should  never  be  permitted  to  be  forced  on  either 
the  Government  or  the  community  without  their  ex- 
press consent.    As  they  depend  also  on  credit  for  their 


worth,  it  must  be  bad  policy  to  countenance  tbem  for 
either  public  or  private  use,  when  their  credit  docs  not  rest 
on  undoubted  security,  or  to  encourage  such  small  denom- 
inations of  them  as  would  be  employed  by  those  classes  in 
society  whose  business  is  of  a  kind  which  cannot  be  essen- 
tially promoted  by  the  substitutes ;  whose  profit  is  little  or 
nothing  derived  from  them  ;  and  whose  losses,  where  de- 
preciations occur,  cannot  be  borne  without  distress. 

Another  general  objection  to  every  substitute  not  resting 
on  an  equal  amount  of  specie  in  pledge  to  redeem  it,  which 
was  ihe  original  idea  of  a  bank  of  issue,  is,  that  it  tends  to 
dispense  with  the  necessity  of  specie,  in  connexion  with 
the  currency,  and  thus,  by  converting  more  of  it  into  an 
urticle  of  trade,  expel  it  from  the  country ;  while  a  circula- 
ting medium  is  introduced  instead  of  it,  which  ia  ususlly 
leas  safe,  and  often  tempts  to  ruinous  expansions  iu  issues 
as  well  as  business,  so  aa  to  cause  great  fluctuationa  in 
prices,  unsettle  the  value  of  property  and  contracts,  and 
sometime*  strip  from  honest  industry,  in  a  moment,  ihe 
hard  earnings  of  years. 

Besides  these,  a  special  difficulty,  in  the  use  of  any  other 
substitute  for  public  purposes,  is  the  procrastination,  dis- 
appointment, and  embarrassment,  which,  in  case  of  its  de- 
preciation, are  sometimes  occasioned  by  it  to  great  national 
meaiures,  aa  well  aa  the  discredit  thus  cast  upon  tbe  wis- 
dom of  the  Government,  for  regulating  its  fiscal  affairs  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  unable  to  discharge  punctually  its 
engagements,  and  for  the  exhibition  of  an  example  so  mis- 
chievous to  both  individuals  and  nations.  Another  diffi- 
culty in  this  country  Is  the  want  of  equal  value,  at  differ- 
ent places,  in  any  other,  when  compared  with  the  standard 
of  specie,  and  the  virtual  violation  which  its  receipt  for 
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duties  may  thus  cause  of  the  spirit  of  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution requiring  all  imposts  to  Im  "uniform."  Nor  can 
these  two  la*t  difficulties  be  always  entirely  orercome  by 
the  use  of  such  paper,  or  any  other,  though  redeemed  in 
specie,  and  on  demand,  if  it  be  taken  at  a  distance  from 
toe  place  of  its  redemption.  But,  in  the  administration 
of  oar  fiscal  concerns,  it  has  always  been  very  desirable  to 
avoid  the  want  of  uniformity,  and  the  delay  or  expense, 
and  sometimes  the  lose,  incident  to  the  receipt  for  landa  or 
duties  of  such  notes  if  redeemable  at  a  diatance,  and  which 
then  would  sometimes  occur  before  they  could  be  convert- 
ed into  epecie,  or  such  money  as  the  public  creditor  »-as 
bound  or  willing  to  accept.  In  order,  therefore,  to  pre- 
vent those  injurious  consequences,  one  mode  baa  been  to 
accept  no  State  bank  notes  whatever  for  public  dues,  as  is 
now,  and  sometimes  heretofore  was,  the  practice  in  respect 
to  lands.  Another  has  been,  to  permit  none  to  be  taken 
except  such  as,  under  permission  of  the  Treaaury  Depart- 
ment, tho  collecting  officers  or  the  public  depositories  were 
willing  at  once  to  credit  as  specie. 

In  our  early  operations,  for  purposes  of  facilitating  re- 
mittances to  the  Treasury,  quite  as  much  as  for  accommo- 
dation to  others,  collectors  were  instructed  to  receive  cer- 
State  bank  notes,  payable  near  the  seat  of  Govera- 
it,  and  which  were  to  be  credited  as  cash,  when  for- 
by  mail,  or  otherwise,  to  the  Treasurer.  [See  a 
circular,  1789 — H.]  Tho  justification  offered  for  thia 
course  may  be  seen  in  a  report  from  this  Department  in 
April,  1790.  [H  3.]  The  situation  of  the  country,  how- 
ever, as  to  ease  in  communication,  facility  in  exchanges, 
and  the  nearer  location  of  many  points  of  collection  to 
those  of  expenditures,  has  since  undergone  such  great  im- 
provements, as  for  a  long  time  to  have  rendered  the  receipt 
of  notes  to  aid  in  public  transfers  seldom  necessary,  and 
almost  entirely  disused.  Another  mode  adopted  by  Con- 
gress has  been,  to  render  the  receipts  of  the  notes  of  State 
bunks,  for  any  purpose  less  material,  by  providing  those  of 
a  bank  chartered  by  the  General  Government,  and  making 
these  last,  by  law,  receivable  for  all  public  dues.  But  this 
mode  has  ceased  ;  and  the  legality  aa  well  as  sound  policy 
of  the  practice  to  receive  the  notes  of  Stale  banks  for  any 
public  dues,  whether  done  with  a  view  to  fiscal  or  general 
convenience,  and  though  under  all  the  strict  limitations 
bsfore  mentioned,  has  been  questioned  by  some.  Others 
have  considered  any  limitation  whatever,  by  either  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  thia  Department,  as  not  justifiable,  sine*  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  sug- 
gested, that  a  strong  propriety  exists  for  Congress  to  legis- 
late more  explicitly  on  the  whole  subject. 

It  may  be  proper  And  useful  to  add,  that  as  most  of  the 
duties  on  iuipoi%  have  been  discharged  in  checks  on  the 
bank  where  the  bonds  were  deposited  for  collection,  or  in 
its  own  notes,  and  seldom  in  those  of  banks  ut  any  dis- 
tance, little  embarrassment  has  ever  arisen  concerning  the 
payments  for  duties  in  bank  notes.  But,  in  taking  tbem 
for  lands,  the  remote  situation  of  the  purchasers,  the  re- 
ceivers, and  the  banks,  has  generally  been  such  that  fre- 
quent difficulties  and  changes  in  practice  have  occurred 
daring  the  period  while  the  United  States  Bank  and  its 
branches,  as  well  as  the  State  banks,  were  employed  as 
depositories.  In  onr  mixed  system  of  currency,  and  one 
so  long  and  so  deeply  interwoven  with  the  business  of  the 
country,  it  was  very  inconvenient  entirely  to  avoid,  and  at 
the  same  time  occasionally  dangerous  to  permit,  taking  the 
bills  of  any  Slate  bank  for  lands ;  and  the  receipt  of  such 
notes  was  obliged  to  be  either  so  restricted  as  to  prove  of 
little  convenience  to  the  community,  or  a  risk  waa  incurred 
of  many  partial  arrangements  being  made,  and  some  ulti- 
mate injuries  sustained  by  the  Treasury. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  course  least  liable  to 
strong  objections  appears  to  be  fur  Congress  to  prescribe 
specific  regulations  on  the  whole  subject. 


This  could  be  effected  by  directing  what  alone  appears 
safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  practice  in  both 
England  and  France.  It  is,  that  the  bills  of  no  local  banks 
be  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the  near  location  of  the 
bank,  be  equivalent  to  specie  ;  be  able  to  be  converted  into 
specie  at  very  abort  periods  by  the  receiver  and  collector, 
so  as  to  pay  the  public  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  spe- 
cie ;  and  be  thus  accounted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  the  Government.  Another  advantage  from  thia  course 
would  be,  its  salutary  check  on  over-issues  by  the  neigh- 
boring banks.  • 

The  occasional  convenience  of  sound  paper  currency  for 
various  purposes,  whether  national  or  individual,  such  as 
large  payments,  distant  retniitances,  exchanges,  or  travel- 
ling, is  highly  valued  by  some,  and,  where  gold  docs  not 
circulate,  is  often  very  considerable.  But  the  difficulties 
in  keeping  it  sound,  the  hazards  sod  losses  incident  to  its 
use,  and  which  have  already  been  explained,  are  trouble- 
some. Should  Congress  determine  that  it  is  proper  to 
furnish,  by  its  own  authority,  and  for  tho  purposes  before 
mentioned,  some  paper  medium  of  higher  character  and 
other  than  what  now  exists  in  private  bills  of  exchange  or 
notes  of  State  banks,  no  doubt  exists  that  any  benefits 
which  may  occasionally  be  derived  from  its  employment 
can  he  readily  secured,  without  treading  on  the  debatable 
ground  of  either  the  power  or  the  policy  of  chartering  a 
national  bank. 

Certificates,  not  on  iutcrest,  but  payable  in  specie  to 
itearer  or  order,  aa  well  as  being  receivable  for  all  public 
dues,  could  We  authorized  to  be  given  in  payment  to  the 
public  creditor,  whenever  preferred  by  him,  and  sufficient 
spe  cie  existed  in  the  Treasury.  This  kind  of  paper  would 
be  very  convenient  in  form,  and  would  differ  little  from 
the  drafts  now  in  use  on  hanks,  except  being  drawn  on  a 
known  specie  fund,  and  expressing  on  its  face  not  only 
this,  but  its  being  receivable  in  the  first  instance  for  all 
public  dues.  It  would  poeseas  the  highest  credit  attainable 
in  society. 

Aa  a  practical  illustration  of  their  probable  utility  and 
convenience,  even  the  drafts,  though  exposed  to  several 
disadvantages  which  would  not  exist  with  the  certificates, 
are  near  the  par  of  specie,  and  furnish  such  facilities  for 
large  payments  and  distant  remittances  that  the  amount  of 
them,  on  both  banks  and  collecting  officers,  kept  out  un re- 
turned, has  increased  within  a  few  months  from  the  usual 
aggregate  of  about  two  millions  to  nearly  four  and  a  half 
millions. 

If  the  demand  for  such  paper  increased,  public  and  pri- 
vate convenience  might  be  promoted,  and  an  equal  quantity 
of  specie  at  the  same  time  preserved  in  the  country,  by  re- 
serving for  this  purpose,  from  any  accumulation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  sufficient  sum,  and  by  placing  it  at  a  few  im- 
portant and  convenient  points,  to  render  a  greater  number  of 
certificates  redeemable  there  with  the  very  coin  whose  rep- 
resentative they  are  intended  and  honestly  ought  to  be. 

All  the  advantages  of  these  certificates  could  thus  be 
furnished,  by  merely  paying  tbem  out  to  the  public  credit- 
or, when  more  desirable  to  him  than  specie.  But  no  loans 
of  them  appear  advisable,  nor  any  bank  incorporation,  bank 
officers,  or  bank  machinery  whatever,  in  connexion  with 
the  subject.  They  would  combine  the  most  important  re- 
quisites appertaining  to  any  paper  currency — such  as  tho 
greatest  security,  an  entire  specie  basis,  and  the  unity  of 
all  issues  in  one  body ;  while  the  control  over  these  last, 
which  it  is  so  very  desirable  to  preserve  independent,  would 
be  placed  and  regulated  by  law  so  as  to  prevent  any  inter- 
ested or  injurious  excesses.  The  whole  risk  would  be  the 
loss  by  casualty  or  unfaithfulness  of  any  of  the  specie  that 
was  held  to  redeem  the  paper,  and  which,  as  well  as  the 
expenses,  would  probably  be  in  part  remunerated  by  the 
loss  of  certificates  before  they  are  returned-  If  the  residue 
of  the  expense  should  constitute  any  considerable  objection 
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to  tbe  system,  it  could  be  fully  obviated  by  a  moderate  and 
fixed  premium  for  the  certificate*,  either  when  issued  or 
redeemed. 

Tbe  common  drafts  of  this  Department,  in  their  present 
convenient  form,  possess  one  advantage,  which  could  some- 
times be  imparted  to  the  certificate*.  When  used  at  places 
against  which  the  balance  of  trade  exists,  but  drawn  on  places 
in  whose  favor  it  is,  the  former  do  now,  and  may  hereafter, 
not  only  facilitate  essentially  the  domestic  exchanges,  but 
at  the  same  time  supersede  numerous  bank  transfers,  and 
the  more  expensive  transportation  of  specie  itself. 

Tbe  mint  certificates,  heretofore  given  on  the  deposite 
of  bullion  and  specie  for  coinage,  might  easily  be  mude 
running  to  hearer  or  order,  aud  receivable  for  all  public 
dues ;  and,  in  that  way,  would  contribute  to  the  same  de- 
sirable ends. 

The  present  brandies  of  the  mint,  if  not  numerous 
enough,  uor  situated  at  convenient  places  for  tbe  receipt  of 
specie  and  bullion  for  this  purpose,  might  be  aided  by  two 
or  three  agencies,  instead  of  more  expensive  new  branches, 
at  points  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  mint  and  of  the  j 
community. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  the  paper  of  any  bank  will  be 
leas  safe  and  useful  in  being  received  for  public  dues,  in 
proportion  as  it  may  want  such  solid  securities  and  founda- 
tions as  tbe  certificates  before  described.    But  if  the  notes 
of  State  banks  are  made  receivable  fur  such  dues,  under 
certain  limitations  like  those  which  have  been  explained, 
the"  other  most  desirable  guarantees  for  their  safety,  whether 
looking  to  any  uso  of  them  by  the  General  Government, 
or  to  the  durable  interest*  of  the  States  themselves,  seem 
to  he  f<>r  the  latter,  first,  to  impose  on  the  existing  banks, 
so  far  as  lawful,  the  chocks  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  communication.    They  could  next  authorise  very 
few  hanks  hereafter,  except  those  of  mere  discount  and  de- 
posite ;  and  where  the  power  of  making  paper  issue*  to 
pass  as  money  is  added — a  power  so  sovereign  in  its  char- 
acter, and  so  indispensable  to  be  vigilantly  guarded,  could 
require  a  large  proportion  of  specie  to  the  circulation  and 
depositee  to  he  kept  on  hand,  and,  in  addition,  have  the 
faith  and  security  of  the  Stale  pledged  to  indemnify  the 
community,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  above-named  certificates, 
would  be  pledged  thoeu  of  tbe  General  Government.  This 
would  greatly  increase  tho  caution  and  watchfulness  of  all 
concerned,  and  could  be  done  by  special  laws  for  that  pur- 
pose,  or  by  allowing  no  new  banks  hereafter,  except  Stale 
banks  so  organized,  or  by  requiring  State  stocks  to  be 
I  by  all  the  bank*,  and  lodged  in  trust  to  the  extent 
j,  with  the  specie  on  hand,  to  secure  the  iinme- 
redemption  of  nil  tbe  bills  issued,  and  all  the  depos- 
itee payable  on  demand.    Another  kind  of  security  bcyoud  ' 
what  now  generally  exists,  would  be,  never  to  permit  de-  ' 
posites  to  he  received,  payable  on  demand  in  specie,  (a 
practice  so  very  dangerous  to  tbe  bill-holders,)  oxcept  in 
the  case  of  special  depositee  kept  f  >r  a  moderate  compen- 
sation.  The  only  other  description  of  security  which  is 
likely  to  prove  in  any  degree  efficient,  seems  to  be  of  a 
penal  character,  either  by  extending  the  provisions  of  a 
bankrupt  law  to  all  h«nk«,  as  before  suggested  in  respect 
to  such  a*  may  be  fiscal  agent*,  or  by  allowing  all  deposit- 
ors, public  or  private,  aud  all  bill- bolder*,  not  only  a  large 
interest,  but  severe  prosecutions  against  the  directors  after 
any  deliberate  omission  by  banks  to  discharge  their  duties 
in  tbe  manner  provided  in  their  charters  and  contract*. 
The  paramount  object  in  all  such  provision*  should,  of 
course,  be  to  guar.l  against  ahuses,  and  reform  existing 
eviU,  though,  in  some  instance*,  the  case  may  have  be- 
come so  desperate  a*  to  require  even  amputation  to  save 
life.    Every  thing  eb<e  concerning  bank  paper  is  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  wisdom  and  sound  discretion  of  the  scv- 
eral  States,  a*  thev  mav  prefer,  from  lime  to  time,  to  create 
and  employ  it.    Within  the  constitutional  limitations,  and 


as  soon  aa  deemed  expedient  by  any  of  them,  specie  alone, 
or  paper,  or  a  mixed  medium  of  both,  as  considered  prefer- 
able by  each  for  its  own  purposes,  can  be,  if  it  be  not  now, 
established.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  hoped  and  believed 
that  no  wish  exist*  in  any  quarter  to  prevent,  but  rather  a 
deep  and  general  anxiety,  like  that  evinced  by  Congress, 
tbe  Executive,  and  this  Department,  for  some  years  past, 
to  encourage  the  same  aound  currency  for  the  use*  of  the 
people  and  the  States,  a*  for  the  fiscal  operations  of  tbe 


t  of  general  legislation, 
one  of  these  causes  was  the 
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In  conclusion,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  not 
to  at! vert  to  the  chief  cause*  of  the  recent  calamities,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  are  connected  with  our  financial  con- 
dition, and  as  appears  necessary  to  indicate  briefly  a  few 
remedies  by  a 

Without  doubt  < 
lion  of  cotton,  coupled  with  the  large  and  sudden  deprecia- 
tion of  it*  price. 

The  whole  product,  though  before  so  great,  had,  wuhin 
three  years,  been  increased  probably  more  than  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  pound*,  so  a*  to  exceed  in  a  single  year 
the  enormous  quantity  of  five  hundred  and  forty  millions 
of  pounds.  The  fall  of  price  was  such  as,  on  that  quanti- 
ty, would  make  a  difference  in  it*  value  of  near  forty  mil- 
lion* of  dollar*.  The  occurrence  of  this  fall,  however,  was 
at  such  a  period  of  tbe  year  a*  not  much  to  affect  over  half 
tbe  last  crop ;  but  the  violence  of  tbe  shock,  though  thus 
lessened,  still  occasioned  a  loss  to  an  appalling  amount. 
The  fall  was  chiefly  consequent  from  the  over-production, 
the  abrupt  withdrawal  of  foreign  credit,  combined  with 
some  other  circumstances  which  need  not  now  be  particu- 
larized. The  over  production  originated  partly,  like  moat 
other  excesses  here,  from  an  extraordinary  extension  of 
credits  and  bank  issues,  and  partly  from  keeping  open  the 
sales  of  public  lands  to  all  persons,  and  at  the  former  low 
prices,  after  other  articles,  including  cotton  and  lands  liad 
suddenly  risen  much  in  their  nominal  value.  Under  Ihia 
tempting  slate  of  tbiugs  those  sales  were  exorbitantly  en- 
larged, till  they  amounted  to  over  twenty  millions  of  acres 
in  a  year,  when  not  more  than  three  or  four  million*  were 
probably  necessary ;  and  not  so  much  had  before  been  re- 
quisite, annually,  to  meet  the  natural  demands  for  new 
public  lands  lor  raising  cotton,  and  for  all  other  kinds  of 
agricultural  employment.  Bui  this  excess  in  sales,  so  un- 
expected and  ruinous,  can,  it  is  believed,  be  averted  here- 
after, whenever  they  are  likely  to  go  beyond  a  desirable 
amount,  by  passing  laws  which  shall  confine  them  to  actu- 
al settlers,  or  increase  the  price  to  others.^  The  same  meas- 
ures, with  other  remedies  hereafter  suggested  (or  some  other 
existing  evils,  will  help  to  correct  future  excesses  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  great  domestic  staple  of  the  Union. 

Another  of  tho  causes  of  the  present  embarrassments  was 
tbe  unprecedented  quantity  of  foreign  goods  imported.  By 
stimulants  to  overtrading,  such  as  very  extended  and  often 
renewed  credits  abroad,  as  well  as  At  home,  so  treacherous 
in  appearances  of  prosperity,  those  importations  were  dan- 
gerously swollen  to  the  amount  of  almost  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  a  year,  and  thus  constituted  an  excess  over 
our  exports  of  about  sixty  millions,  and  involved  the  coun- 
try in  a  foreign  debt,  merely  commercial,  whose  balance 
against  us,  alter  all  proper  deductions  for  freights,  profits, 
and  similar  considerations,  probably  exceeded  the  aggregate 
of  thirty  million*  of  dollars. 

That  excess,  so  little  anticipated  and  so  indiscreet,  the 
system  of  credit  formerly  in  use,  and  better  regulated, 
would  have  seasonably  prevented,  by  requiting  an  eaily 
adjustment  of  balances,  and,  thus  turning  the  loreign  ex- 
changes against  us,  would  have  stopped  many  extravagan- 
ces both  in  trade 
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Bui,  atimulated  and  unrestrained,  as  before  described,  it 
increased  tbe  duties  some  millions  beyond  whit  a  prudent 
though  prosperous  state  of  trade  was  likely  to  produce,  and, 
combined  with  some  other  causes,  has  overwhelmed  the 
mercantile  interest  with  many  of  those  disasters  under 
which  it  has  suffered  so  severely  the  part  season.  Prom 
many  of  these,  no  just  legislation  can  now  afford  much  re- 
lief.   Nor  could  any  legislation  heretofore  have  prevented 
severe  revuhions  from  this  source,  except  by  imposing 
checks  on  inordinate  credit  ami  banking,  as  well  as  on  sud- 
den, and  large  expansions  and  contractions  in  bank  issues, 
and  by  that  further  reduction  of  the  tariff  which  has  been 
so  strenuously  orged  for  two  years  past  to  be  adopted, 
whenever  our  fiscal  condition  evinced  that  the  whole  of  the 
accruing  duties  were  not  needed  for  public  purposes.  Be- 
cause the  great  surplus,  forced  into  tbe  Treasury  by  tbe 
excesses  in  tbe  sales  of  land,  and  in  duties  on  imports,  not 
being  seasonably  withdrawn,  either  by  equivalent  appropri- 
ations or  further  reductions  in  the  current  receipts  through 
new  laws  or  by  investments,  has  undoubtedly  contributed, 
through  the  loan  of  it  while  in  depoeite,  to  sustain  in  some 
degree,  if  not  produce,  the  spirit  of  overtrading.  That  sur- 
plus was  often  deprecated ;  and  the  only  sound  legal  pre- 
ventivea  still  appear  to  this  Department  to  be  the  measures 
snomerated  tor  preventing  its  accumulation.  And 
'  it  had  undesignedly  happened,  the  wisest  disposal  of 
it  was  supposed  to  be,  to  expend  it,  as  fast  as  useful,  on 
proper  objects  of  a  public  character;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
not  to  leave  it  in  the  deposite  banks,  but  to  invest  it  in  Slate 
stocks,  as  a  provident  fund,  to  remain  both  safely  and  prof- 
itaMy  till  wanted  to  aid  in  meeting  current  expenditures  or 
extraordinary  contingencies. 

The  undersigned  regrets  that  he  was  not  so  fortunate  in 
sustaining  his  opinions  concerning  the  transient  and  fluctu- 
ating character  of  the  excesses  in  our  revenue,  as  to  have 
received  tbe  concurrence  of  Congress  in  relation  to  those 
cautionary  provisions  formerly  recommended  by  him  for 
meeting  the  revulsions,  deficiencies,  and  contingencies, 
which  he  supposed  incident  to  them,  as  well  as  to  our 
financial  .system  generally.  He  is,  at  the  same  time,  aware 
that  the  deposite  act,  so  far  as  it  placed  a  part  of  the  public 
money  with  the  8 late*  for  safe  keeping,  and  the  Treasury 
circular  issued  by  tbe  direction  of  the  Executive,  as  to  the 
kind  of  money  receivable  for  public  lands,  were  intended, 
among  other  things,  to  obviate  a  portion  of  the  evils  con- 
nected with  those  excessen.  Nor  docs  he  entertain  any 
doubt  that  they  both  contributed,  at  first,  to  awaken  cau- 
tion among  the  more  considerate,  and  to  excite  strong  sus- 
picions, if  not  convictions,  in  prudent  minds,  as  to  the 
Kreat  extravagances  of  credit  into  which  the  community 
had  rashly  plunged.    But  after  those  measures  bad  accom- 


I  similar  benefits  with  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, though  others  still  felt  justified  in  anticipating  a 
continuance  of  surpluses  and  distributions,  the  subsequent 
influence  of  either  the  act  or  the  circular,  in  checking  the 
threatened  mischiefs,  is  believed,  in  most  cases,  to  have 
been  overrated.  The  operations  of  the  deposite  act,  in  sup- 
ply ing  deficiencies  of  revenue,  by  a  recall  from  the  States, 
however  well  intended,  will  probably  prove  very  deficient. 
In  some  other  respects  they  have,  by  first  requiring  to  he 
speedily  collected  anJ  subdivided  among  more  numerous 
banks  from  ten  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  then  com- 
pelling, within  the  short  period  of  nine  months  from  the  1st 
of  January  last,  another  collection  and  transfer  of  nearly 
forty  millions  more,  and  much  of  it  from  the  merchants, 
and  to  places  not  situated  in  the  usual  channels  of  trade  or 
of  large  fiscal  operations,  unquestionably  aggravated  many 
of  the  distresses  which  had  their  principal  origin  in  other 
causes.  Those  operations  necessarily  aided  to  produce 
the  derangement  that  occurred  in  the  domestic  exchangee, 
and  imposed  u  task  upon  the  banks  unprecedented  for  its 
and  difficulty .  By 


mands  for  specie  very  large  sums,  most  of  which  were  be- 
fore mere  credits,  they  also  hastened,  if  not  increased,  the 
loss  of  confidence  in  banks,  that  has  since  so  widely  im- 
paired their  character  and  usefulness. 

Another,  and  the  last  general  cause  of  the  present  embar- 
rassments which  will  be  noticed  as  having  much  connex- 
ion with  our  financial  affairs,  has  been  an  unnecessary  and 
injudicious  increase  of  bank  capital,  discounts,  and  issues. 
A  similar  increase,  however  this  may  have  been  influenced 
by  the  large  temporary  depositee  of  public  money  made, 
with  banks  and  Slates,  and  by  the  causes  before  alluded  to, 
has  happened  in  some  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  here, 
during  the  same  period,  from  other  great  commercial  and 
monetary  impulses,  that  are  permanently  connected  with 
all  paper  systems  not  founded  entirely  on  specie.  These 
impulses  have  operated  in  some  measure  independently  of 
several  transient  and  local  causes,  whose  effects  have  by 
many  been  much  exaggerated.  It  is  probable  that  they  never 
can  be  properly  controlled  under  such  a  systoin  of  expansive 
credit,  while  the  individual  directors  of  much  of  that  credit 
have  so  little  separate  legislative  restraint  placed  over  their 
conduct,  and  have  private  interests  at  stake,  which,  in  pur- 
suit of  immediate  and  large  profit?,  must  usually  possess  a 
strength  so  superior  to  that  of  any  sense  of  general  duty  to 
consult  the  public  security. 

The  amount  of  circulation  which  existed  in  the  early  part 
of  the  last  year,  had  increased  thirty  millions  or  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  only  three  years.  It  continued  to  ex- 
pand fur  some  months  afterward*,  and  in  the  laat  annual  re- 
port was  considered  likely  to  prove  ruinous  to  steady 
prices ;  to  surround  with  danger  every  species  of  sound 
trade ;  and  not  to  be  susceptible  of  that  reduction  to  proper 
dimensions  which  was  necessary,  and  soon  inevitable, 
without  probably  producing  some  of  tbe  wide-spread  suf- 
ferings which  have  since  happened.  The  constitutional 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  check  such  evils,  ex- 
cept as  before  indicated,  and  incidentally,  through  the  kind 
of  money  it  can  and  should  permit  to  be  employed  in  its 
revenues  and  expenditures,  is  apprehended  to  be  limited. 
Through  the  latter,  it  may  usefully  discourage,  as  of  late 
years  has  been  attempted  by  Congress  as  well  as  the  Exec- 
utive, tbe  dangerous  issues  of  small  bills,  and,  indeed,  pa- 
per emissions  of  any  kind,  which  are  not  "  paid  on  demand 
in  gold  or  silver  coin  at  the  place  where  issued,  and  shall 
not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where  offered,  and 
convertible  into  gold  or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  without  delay  or  loss  to  him."  For  the 
like  purpose,  it  may  likewise  continue  inflexibly  to  coun- 
tenance for  smaller  payments,  and  in  the  business  of  soci- 
ety not  particularly  commercial,  a  metallic  currency ;  which 
is  not  liable,  like  bank  paper,  to  sudden  fluctuations  and 
great  losses.  A  further  wise  step  would  doubtless  be,  to 
refrain  to  make,  by  its  own  acts,  any  addition  to  the  amount 
of  bank  capital,  already  too  great ;  and  to  rely  on  bank  pa- 
per as  little  as  practicable,  when  authorized  in  the  improv- 
ident manner  which  has  often  prevailed,  and  exhibited  so 
much  feebleness  and  insecurity,  as  well  as  produced  to 
many  inconveniences  and  losses. 

Il  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  all  beyond  this  which 
can  be  beneficially  accomplished,  in  connexion  with  the 
last  cause  of  the  present  embarrassments,  and  without  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  conferring  on  the  General 
Government  direct  authority  over  every  kind  of  banking, 
must  be  effected  through  the  Stntc  Legislatures,  and  the 
commercial  habits  of  the  community.  Much  improvement 
can,  doubtless,  be  introduced,  if  the  Legislatures  will  im- 
pose those  additional  regulations,  restraints,  and  securities, 
which  have  been  before  enumerated.  Much  more  will  also 
follow,  and  substantial  relief  be  afforded  to  the  people  at 
large,  if,  in  addition  to  the  other  measures  recommended, 
individuals  will  exercise  the  wisdom  to  place  a  greater 
reliance  on  real  capital,  active  industry,  frugality,  and 
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well -groundpil  credit,  than  on  that  inflated  system  which 
of  late  haa  contemporsneously  preTailrd  to  such  ruinous 
extent,  both  in  this  and  some  other  countries— a  system 
which  h*s  been  encouraged  by  some  persons,  under  the  de- 
lusive idea  that  there  was  no  overtrading  of  any  kind,  till 
a  revuNinn  has  occurred  almost,  without  a  parallel,  and  has 
given  to  commerce  and  credit  a  blow  whose  destructive 
effects  it  may  require  years  fully  to  repair. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Jambs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

List  of  documents  annexed  t>  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

A.  Letter  to  the  collector  at  New  York,  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the  postponement  of  bonds 
for  duties. 

B.  Instructions  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 

mmo  subject. 

C.  Memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York  to  the  Preei- 

dent. 

T).  Memorial  fmm  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boston  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

E.  Memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 

Orleans. 

F.  1.  Reply  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Boston. 
F.  2.  Letter  to  collector  of  Now  York  as  to  receipt  of 
bank  notes.  . 

F.  3.  Letter  from  committee  of  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 

New  York,  requesting  extension  of  a  year  on  pay- 
ments of  duties. 

G.  Letter  to  the  Executives  of  the  Stales,  with  the  post- 

script as  to  the  return  of  the  transfers  in  case  of 
non-psyment  by  the  bsnks. 

H.  1.  Circular  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department  as  to 

the  receipt  and  transmission,  by  mail,  of  bank 
notes  in  1789. 

H.  2.  Extract  from  report  of  April  23,  1790,  upon  col- 

lection law. 

I.  First  circular  to  the  depositc  banks,  discontinuing  those 

which  had  ceased  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 
K.  List  of  those  thus  discontinued. 
L.  List  of  present  deposite  banks  under  the  deposite  act. 
M.  1.  First  circular  to  collectors,  directing  them  not  to 

place  money  in  general  deposite  in  banks  which 

have  stopped  specie  payments. 
M.  2.  Circular  to  receivers  of  public  money  on  the  same 

subject. 

N.  Second  circular  to  them  to  deposite  specially  when 
they  have  on  hand  over  a  certain  amount 

0.  Extract  from  Treasury  report  in  .1790,  as  to  a  new 
class  of  officers  to  keep  and  transfer  the  public 
money. 

P.  Table  of  Treasury  warranU  payable  in  each  Stale 
in  1834. 

Q.  Comparative  condition  of  deposite  hanks  in  certain  par- 
ticulars in  November,  1836,  and  in  March,  May, 
July,  and  August,  1837. 

R.  State  of  the  accounts  of  the  former  and  present  deposite 
banks  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes. 

S.  Circular  as  to  depositee  by  disbursing  officers,  by  order 
of  the  President. 

T.  Circulsr  instructions  to  collectors  and  receivers,  to  ac- 
cept Treasury  drafts  in  certain  cases 

U.  Condition  of  each  of  the  former  deposite  banks  at  the 
last  returns. 

V.  Last  circular  to  banks,  on  the  subject  of  resuming 
specie  payments. 


A. 

Tb«asvht  Department,  May  8,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  communicate  to  you  the  views  of  this  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  the  request  recently  made  to  him  by  a 
committee  appointed  at  a  respectable  meeting  held  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  The  request  was,  "  that  instructions 
may  be  given  to  prevent  the  commencing  of  suits  in  any 
of  the  collection  districts  upon  unpaid  bonds,  until  after 
the  first  day  of  Jsnusry  next." 

With  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  President  and 
this  Department  to  gratify  any  wishes  of  the  mercantile 
portion  of  the  community,  and  with  a  deep  solicitude  to 
alleviate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  pressure  which  exist*  in 
their  pecuniary  affairs,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  instructions 
cannot  be  given  for  »o  protracted  a  delay,  and  in  so  general 
a  manner,  without  a  departure  from  long-e»ranli»hed 
usage,  and  great  inconvenience  to  both  the  merchants  and 
the  Treasury. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  March,  1799,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  "where  any  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties 
shall  not  be  satisfied  on  the*! ay  it  may  become  due,  the 
collector  shall,  forthwith  and  without  delay,  cause  a  pro- 
secution to  he  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  money 
thereon,  by  action  or  suit  at  law." 

No  authority  or  discretionary  power  ia  intrusted  express- 
ly to  the  President  or  this  Department  to  dispense  with 
this  imperative  direction,  given  by  Congress  to  the  collect- 
ors of  the  customs.  The  general  practice  has  been  op- 
posed to  the  existence  or  exercise  of  any  legal  authority, 
except  in  Congress,  to  grant  delay  in  the  payment  of  such 
bonds,  until  after  an  action  is  instituted  or  judgment  is 
confessed.  After  a  suit  baa  been  brought,  the  collector's 
duty  has  been  considered  as  fulfilled,  and  thia  Department, 
through  its  proper  sgenta,  has  in  such  cases,  and  in  that 
atage  of  the  proceedings,  deemed  it  lawful  to  direct  some 
delay  to  be  granted  by  the  district  attorney  on  certain 
terms. 

No  statute  forbids  such  a  course,  and  if  a  payment  in 
part  is  then  made,  or  additional  security  furnished  in  cases 
where  great  hardship,  embarrassment,  or  insolvency  is 
shown  to  exist,  and  the  application  is  made  in  consequence 
of  some  of  those  circumstances,  indulgence  haa  frequently 
been  given. 

But  the  power  of  permitting  some  indulgence  before  an 
action  is  commenced  is  supposed  by  the  Attorney  General 
and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  belong  to  the  is  iter 
officer,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  29th  May,  1630}  and 
in  timea  anil  cases  like  the  present,  when  the  most  favor- 
able construction  which  is  legal  should  be  followed,  this 
Department  is  disposed,  in  conformity  with  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  the  to  law  officers,  to  sanction  a  delay  by  him 
under  like  circumstances,  and  to  a  like  extent,  before  suit 
as  afterwards.  Upon  the  occurrence,  therefore,  of  cases  of 
the  character  previously  described,  whether  before  suit  or 
after,  and  whether  at  your  port  or  elsewhere,  similar  in- 
dulgences on  similar  terme  could,  and  undoubtedly  would, 
ho  allowed  with  pleasure,  on  seasonable  application  in  each 
case,  and  the  extent  of  the  delay  being  regulated  by  lbs 
facia  of  each  case,  and  the  existing  and  probable  wants  of 
the  Treasury  at  the  time  it  shall  be  presented. 

But  should  applications  of  this  kind  liecome  numerous, 
and  extend  to  several  bonds  very  large  in  amount,  difficul- 
ties, unfortunately,  would  arise,  under  the  existing  laws 
and  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  not  only  to  the  parties, 
but  to  the  public,  in  postponing  payment  for  any  consid- 
erable period.    In  the  first  place,  all  parties  and  Sureties 
j  upon  bonds  unpaid  after  due  are  expressly  disabled  by  the 
I  62d  section  of  the  act  before  referred  to  from  having  credit 
I  upon  any  other  duty  bonds.    The  language  is,  "  No  per- 
son whose  bond  haa  been  received,  either  as  principal  or 
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surely,  for  the  payment  of  duties,  or  for  whom  any  bond 
ha*  been  given  by  an  agent,  factor,  or  other  person,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  herein  contained,  and  which 
bond  may  be  due  and  unratified,  ahall  be  allowed  a  future 
credit  for  dutiaa  until  each  bond  be  fully  paid  or  discharg- 
ed. "  In  the  next  place,  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  during 
the  remainder  cf  the  year  will  probably  be  such,  whether 
looking  to  the  estimates  submitted  by  this  Department  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  session  in  December 
last,  or  to  the  actual  stats  of  things  at  thia  time,  as  to  cre- 
ate aerious  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  to  the  public 
interests  in  meeting  the  public  engagements,  should  the 
payment  of  all  the  duty  bonds  outstanding  in  the  United 
Suies,  and  amounting  tn  several  millions  of  dollars,  be 
postponed  in  their  collection,  either  before  or  after  suit, 
until  the  time  requested  by  the  committee. 

This  will  be  very  manifest  from  the  following  data  : 

aniry  during  the  year 
estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  at 
$'24,000,000,  and  the  appropriations  asked  for  by  the  re- 
spective Departments,  with  the  usual  anticipated  contin- 
gent, having  amounted  to  about  $27,000,000,  it  was  then 

»nly 
i  millions 
die- 


suggested  that  this  would  require  the  expenditure  not  oi 
of  all  the  estimated  accruing  receipts,  but  near  three  milli. 
of  the  five  reserved  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  for  < 


tribution  among  the  States.  Congress,  however,  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  appropriated  not  only  those  three 
millions  of  excess,  but  over  five  millions  in  addition;  ma- 
king an  aggregate  of  more  than  thirty-two  millions :  and 
by  this  means  a  charge  was  imposed  on  the  Treasury  to 

oring  the  year, 
expectation  of  a  recurrence  of  an  extraordinary  ex- 
i  of  revenue  during  the  present  year,  which  may  have 
been  contemplated  by  some,  and  have  formed  the  ground 
on  which  so  large  appropriations  were  made,  was  never 
entertained  by  thia  Department ;  nor  does  any  such  ex- 
pectation, judging  from  the  receipts  of  the  first  quarter 
and  the  first  month  of  the  second  quarter  of  the  present 
year,  seem  likely  to  be  verified.  On  the  contrary,  as- 
suming the  hypothesis  that  a  similar  amount  of  unexpend- 
ed appropriation*  will  remain  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year  aa  did  at  the  cloae  ol  the  last,  (though  in  ordinary 
times  they  are  generally  reduced  eight  milliona  lower,  and, 
should  they  become  so,  would  increase  the  deficiency  to 
that  extent,)  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  next  would 
make  a  deficiency  in  the  means  of  the  Treasury  highly 
probable.  To  postpone  the  payment  of  the  many  milliona 
falling  due  at  all  the  ports  in  the  United  States,  would 
render  this  deficiency  inevitable. 


i  deficiency 

Comparing  the  present  condition  of  the  country  with  a 
former  period  of  similar  revulsion  in  trade,  when,  in  1819, 
from  causes  somewhst  analogous,  the  mercantile  interests 
were  exposed  to  a  pressure  so  very  general  and  severe,  the 

:  in  tavor  of  a  rapid 


s  of  the  practical 

allies  to  be  encountered  in  meeting  the  wishes  ex- 
by  the  committee  for  the  long  postponement  of  the 
payment  of  duty  bonds,  whether  granted  before  or  after 
suit,  and  whether  in  view  of  the  consequences  to  the  mer- 
chants or  to  the  Treasury  and  the  public.  But  indulgence 
for  thirty,  siity,  and  ninety  daye,  not  extending  beyond 
the  1st  of  September,  or  about  the  time  for  arranging 
the  payment  of  the  last  instalment  of  deposits  with  the 
States,  could  doubtless  be  granted  in  special  cases,  un- 
der the  customary  terms  and  circumstances  aa  before  ex- 
plained, should  any  parties  desire  it.  But  what  forbear- 
ance the  situation  of  the  Treasury  may  justify  in  thia  re- 
spect, at  any  future  day,  cannot  now  be 


as  nine  months,  of  such  a  vast  amount  to  the  States  as 
near  thirty-eight  milliona,  and  which  ia  mostly  to  be 

from  the  i 


on  both  the  bsnks  and  the  community,  and  creates  a  pros- 
pect that  the  revenue  accruing  for  the  rest  of  the  year  will 
much  decline,  and  will  generally  be,  as  haa  been  the  case 
in  April,  less  than  the  current  expenditures. 

Hence  the  amount  in  the  Treasury  at  this  time  being 
only  about  six  millions  more  than  is  required  to  be  paid  to 
the  States,  the  progress  of  events  may  compel  a  recourse 
to  such  other  measures  as  the  existing  laws  authorixe  for 
meeting  one  of  those  great  crises  or  fluctuationa  in  trade, 
by  which,  aa  well  as  by  other  contingencies,  our  present 
sources  of  revenue,  from  their  intimate  dependence  upon 
them,  are  so  suddenly  and  so  largely  influenced,  and  for 
which  it  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  this  Department  for 
two  years  part  that  Congress  would  effectually  provide. 

How  fur  the  powers  of  the  Department,  under  the  de- 
posite  and  other  acts,  are  now  adequate  to  this  end,  need 
not  be  considered  until  a  necessity  to  resort  to  them  shall 
become  imperative.  But,  at  all  events,  it  is  raanifeat  that 
the  present,  as  well  as  probably  the  future  condition  of  the 
u  in  Ujsa'i  mo  d o u o  1  ^  if  \ \  o  i  k  t  t~h  1  i  o  1 1  ^  ^  ^  n  ^  t <  ^  pr^* 
vent  it  from  affording  eo  much  incidental  or  direct  aid  to 
the  mercantile  interest,  either  individually  or  through  the 
deposite  banks,  as  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  this 
Department  to  be  able  to  extend.  More  especially  would  it 
be  gratified  to  do  thia,  while  their  interests  are  suffering  un- 
der the  present  severe  pressure— a  pressure  regretted  by 
me  aa  deeply  as  by  any  oue,  and  the  near  and  probable 
approach,  as  well  as  principal  causes  of  which,  according 
to  my  viewe  of  the  subject,  I  felt  compelled,  from  a  sense 
of  public  duty,  however  disagreeable  the  task,  to  point  out 
in  detail  in  the  last  annual  report,  so  fully  aa  to  render  a 
repetition  of  them  on  thia  occasion  uc 
parnini. 

This  Department  cannot  cloae  t 
tton  without  requesting  you  to  assure  the  individuate  con- 
nected with  the  great  commerce  of  your  port  of  the  deep 
sympathy  felt  hereon  account  of  its  embarrassments;  of 
the  willingness  cherished  at  this  time,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions, to  extend  to  it  every  species  of  relief  and  indulgence 
in  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  consistent  with  the  laws  and 
the  public  duties  intrusted  to  its  charge ;  and  of  the  en- 
tire conviction  entertained,  that  the  high  moral  character 
and  honorable  feelinga  of  the  merchants  will  not  only  carry 
them  through  the  trials  of  adverse  fortune  with  their  usual 
scrupulous  respect  for  the  lawa  and  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  their  country,  but,  by  the  aid  of  their  accustomed 
«>ergy,  enterprise,  and  indefatigable  industry,  will  ere  long 
relieve  them  from  moat  of  the  Bufferings  occasioned  by 
those  disasters  which  have  occurred  eo  unexpectedly  to 
aoine  and  so  injuriously  to  many. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
decretory  of  the 
8amuxl  8w astwodt,  Esq. 

Collector  at  Neva  York. 
P.  8.    You  are  requested  to  give  immediate  publicity 


B. 

(ciBCCLAa.] 

From  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treatury  to  the  U.  S.  attorney. 

Orrica  or  Solicitor  or  thk  Tbbasvbt, 

May  16,  1887. 
Sir  :  You  will  pensive  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  un- 
der date  of  the  8th  instant,  Tresswry^sagsSjajsjj 
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to  give  all  the  relief  lo  tbe  mercantile  community,  under 
iu  present  state  of  general  embarrassment,  which  i«  author- 
ised by  law,  and  |>crniiltr<l  by  official  obligation,  baa  de- 
termined, in  certain  eases,  to  suspend  for  a  abort  lime  the 
collection  of  duty  bonds. 

The  6th  section  of  the  act  of  May  29,  1830,  entitled 
"  Ait  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury, "  gives  power  to  that  officer  "to  instruct  I 
district  attorney*  in  all  matters  and  proceedings  appertain- 
ing to  suits  in  which  the  United  States  is  a  party  or  inter-  | 
rated."  This  power  baa  often,  on  application  to  this  of- 
fice, in  ceees  of  great  hardship,  embarrassment,  or  insel 


veucy,  beeu  exercised,  to  give  time  for  pay  menu  «/l<r  the 
institution  of  ouit,  on  condition  of  further  security  bring 
furnished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  attorney.  A 
temporary  indulgence  on  this,  or  other  conditions,  has  fre- 
quently made  ultimate  payment  secure,  when  a  rigorous 
enforcement  of  the  law  would  have  resulted  in  the  ruin  of 
the  debtor  and  loss  of  the  debt.  But  indulgence  has  never 
heretofore  (except  ou  occasion  of  the  great  fire  in  New 
York,  when  Congress  waa  in  session,  and  bad  the  subject 
of  relief  under  consideration)  been  extended  before  ouit 
commenced ;  but,  under  the  opinion  of  this  office,  with  the 
sauction  of  the  Attornov  General,  the  collector  of  New 
York  has  been  informed  by  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury 
that  the  power  exists  to  grant  delay  before  suit,  and  will 
now  be  extended  in  appropriate  cases. 

The  present,  general  emburraK^mont  of  the  money  con 
corns  of  the  commercial  cities  has  also  been  deemed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  suitable  occa- 
sion for  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  the  power  of  instruc- 
tion to  district  attorneys,  vested  in  this  office  by  the  act  of 
Congress  above  mentioned,  by  giving  it  beforehand,  and 
leaving  to  them  its  special  application  on  the  general  tenm 
and  principles  laid  down  by  this  office.  I  have,  therefore, 
aa  the  applications  for  relief  will  probably  be  numerous, 
thought  proper  to  point  out  for  your  government  the  terms' 
and  conditions  on  which,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, after  obtaining  in  each  cane  all  the  information  in 
your  power,  you  may  postpone  the  institution  of  suit 

1st.  You  will  require  that  the  assent  of  sureties,  in 
writing,  to  the  indulgence  desired,  be  filed  in  your  office. 

Sfdly.  The  65th  section  of  the  general  cotlectiou  law  of 
March  «,  1799,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tannage,"  provides  that  "en  nil 
bonds,  upon  which  suite  shall  be  commenced,  an  intercut 
shall  l>e  allowed,  at  the  rate  of  six  percent,  per  annum, 
from  the  time  when  said  bends  become  due  until  the  pay- 
ment thereof."  You  will  require,  therefore,  the  agreement 
of  all  the  parties  to  bonds  on  which  suits  shall  be  postpo- 
ned, to  pay  tire  same  interest  as  if  suit  were  instituted. 

3dly.  You  will  in  no  ease,  without  further  orders,  grant 
a  suspension  of  suit  beyond  the  1st  day  of  October  next ; 
before  which  period,  Confess 

will  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  such  provisions  as  they  may  think  proper. 

4thly.  You  will,  in  all  cases,  request  additional  security. 
If  this  cannot  be  given,  you  will  require  a  judgment  by 
confession,  aa  a  condition  of  ouch- stay  of  execution  as  you 
may  deem  expedient  and  proper,  not  lo  extend  beyond  the 
time  above  allowed  for  the  suspension  of  suit. 

5thly.  It  must  be  a  condition,  in  all  cuj.es,  that  a  forfei- 
ture of  all  the  benefits  of  the  indulgence  granted  shall  be 
incurred,  whenever  any  one  of  the  termaof  that  indulgence 
shall  not  have  been  complied  wkh. 

It  is  not  intended  by  the  third  regulation  that  the  post- 
ponement of  suit  should,  in  all  cases,  be  made  until  the  1st 
On  the  contrary,  you  will  take  care  that, 
the  discretion  respecting  postponement  of 


pnyrnent  and  suit,  conferred  on  you  by  this  letter,  no  in- 
dulgence be  granted,  whore  the  parties,  in  yoor  1 
am  able  to  pay  without  serious  sacrifices.    U  ta/i 

Hint 


it,  to  obtain  payment  in  part,  and  to  stipulate  for  the  resi- 
due in  instalments  of  thirty,  sixty,  or  ninety  days;  or,  if 
no  port  can  be  obtained  in  cash,  then  the  whole  amount  to 
be  paid  in  instalments  of  thirty,  siity,  and  ninety  days. 
More  especially  should  this  be  required  where  no  additional 
security  is  given. 

It  is  desirable,  for  the  convenience  of  parties  applying 
for  indulgence,  that  they  should,  in  proper  cw.es,  obtain  it 
without  the  delay,  trouble,  and  ex|>rn«e  of  applying  to  this 
office.  It  is,  moreover,  obvious  that  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury 

in  the  same  place  with  the  i 

acquaintance  with  them,  arid  a  knowledge  of  their 
tcr  and  circumstance*,  may  exercise  the  |>ower  for  their  re- 
lief, incident  to  his  office,  more  judiciously  than  in  r-erson 
at  Washington.  The  requisite  authority,  and  the  general 
regulationa  for  its  exercise,  arc,  therefore,  niveri  you  by 
thia  letter  of  inatrucliona.  But,  although  it  is  highly  dew- 
rablc  anil  expedient  that  ca*c*  of  relief  should  tic  nctcd  on 
and  decided  at  once  in  the  placets  where  they  originate,  yet 
i hi por in 1 1 1  cases,  not  coming  within  those  regulations,  or 
the  circumstances  of  which,  from  their  peculiarity,  shall, 
in  your  judgment,  require  it,  may  be  referred  to  thia  office, 
with  a  detailed  report  of  all  the  facts  and  information  Direct- 
ing them,  pofweseed  by  you,  or  which  you  eon  collect. 

You  will,  as  heretofore,  make  your  regular  report  of  bends, 
iranemitlod  to  you  l>y  the  collector  of  the  cualonu  for  *uit, 
aa  prescribed  in  the  first  regulation  for  the  observance  of  dis- 
trict attorneys,  in  my  circular  of  the  S7lh  July,  IBM ;  and 
under  the  head  of  "remarks,"  if  a  suspension  of  suit  be 
granted,  you  will  state  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  the  suspension,  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  secu- 
rity given,  the  evidences  of  which  you  will  retain  in  your 
po8kc*siott. 

In  ca«c  of  application  for  indulgence  tiring  made  hclore  tbo 
bonds  become  due,  you  may  make  use  ot  the  same  forms  of 
return  as  In  case  of  suit.  Waving  such  heads  blank  as  are 
not  applicable,  and  making  the  report  immediately  after 
the  suspension  of  aait  is  granted.  Should  any  of  the  con* 
ditions  on  which  indulgence  lias  been  granted  riot  he  ful- 
filled, you  trill  immediately,  without  further  instructions, 
institute  surh  legal  proceedings  as  thu  rune  may  call  for, 
and  moke  report  thereof  to  thia  office. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sk, 


To 


V.  MAXCY. 
Sulicitw  of  the  Treasury. 


V.  &.  Attorney  for  the  dhtriei  of  - 


To  MaftTiw  Vast  Bonxir, 

President  of  the  United  Slate ». 
Sin  :  We  have  the  honor  of  informing  vou  thai  a  very 
numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants  of  jVew  York  wss 
held  on  the  25th  of  April,  for  the  purpose  ot  consider* 
ing  the  present  distressed  condition  of  the  city,  and  delib- 

eliof.  It  was  called  by  more 
nnus,  anu  was  nttenucu  ny  a  large 
proportion  of  those  merchants  who  are  connected  with  the 
internal  trade  of  the  country,  and  who  have  au  eejiecial  and 
direct  interest  in  the  state  of  domestic  exchanges. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  repair  to  Washington, 
aud  remonstrate  with  the  Executive  against  the  continu- 
ance of  the  specie  circular,  end  to  urge  its  immediate  re- 
pen  1  ;  also,  to  avk  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  pre- 
vent the  commencing  of  suit',  in  any  of  the  collection  daf- 
triets,  upon  unpaid  bonds,  until  ufter  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary neit,  and  to  urge  upon  the  Executive  the  propriety 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  Congress  at  as  early  a  day  as 
possible. 
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[2ith  Costs.  let 


selves  before  you,  ami  ask  your  deep  and  solemn  attention 
to  the  unhappy  condition  of  that  city  which  has  hitherto 
been  the  promoter  and  the  index  of  our  national  prosperi- 
ty, and  whose  fall  will  include  the  ruin  of  thousands  in 
•vary  region  of  our  territory.  We  <lo  not  tell  a  fictitious 
talr  of  wo,  we  have  no  selfish  or  partisan  views  to  sustain, 
when  we  assure  you  that  the  noble  city  which  we  repre- 
sent lies  prostrate  in  despair,  its  credit  blighted,  Its  indus- 
try paralyzed,  and  without  a  hope  beaming  through  the 
dark  item  of  the  future,  unless  the  Government  of  our  to 
try  cam  be  induced  to  relinquish  the  measures  to  which  we 
attribute  oar  distress.  We  fully  appreciate  the  respect 
which  is  due  to  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and  disclaim  every 
intention  inconsistent  with  that  feeling ;  but  we  speak  in 
behalf  of  a  community  which  trembles  upon  the  brink  of 


ruin,  which  deems  itself  an  ndequate  judge  of  all  questions 
connected  with  the  trade  and  currency  of  the  country,  and 


the  arrangement  of  his  business  and  the  collection  of  his 
debts;  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the  example  for 
the  imitation  of  the  Government.    The  i — 


that  the  policy  adopted  by  the  recent  administra- 
tion, and  sustained  bv  the  present,  is  founded  in  error, 
and  threatens  the  destruction  of  every  department  of  in- 
dustrv. 

Our  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  mechanics,  have 
repeatedly  predicted  the  fatal  issue  of  that  policy.  "What 
was  prophecy  has  now  become  hUtory ;"  and  the  reality 
far  exceeds  our  most  gloomy  anticipations.  Under  a  deep 
impremon  of  the  propriety  of  confining  our  declarations 
within  moderate  limit*,  we  affirm  that  the  value  of  our  real 
estate  haii,  within  the  last  six  months,  d  -predated  more 
than  forty  millions;  that,  within  the  last  two  months, 
there  have  been  more  than  t*o  hundred  and  fifty  failures 
of  bouses  engaged  in  extensive  business ;  that,  within  tho 
same  period,  a  decline  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  has  oc- 
curred in  our  local  stocks,  including  those  railroad  and 
canal  incorporations  which,  though  chartered  in  other 
StJlea,  depend  upon  New  York  for  the  sale  ;  that  the  im- 
mense amount  of  merchandise  in  our  warehouses  has,  with- 
in the  came  period,  fallen  in  value  at  least  thirty  per  cent. ; 
that,  within  a  few  weeks,  not  less  than  twenty  thousand 
iodtvidujls,  depending  upon  their  daily  labor  for  their  daily 
bread,  have  been  discharged  by  their  employers,  because 
the  means  of  retaining  them  were  exhausted  ;  and  that  a 
complete  blight  has  fallen  upon  a  community  heretofore  so 
active,  enterprising,  and  prosperous.  The  error  of  our 
has  produced  a  wider  desolation  than  the  pestilence 
depopulated  our  streets,  or  the  conflagration  which 
them  in  ashes. 
We  believe  tb.at  it  is  unjust  to  attribute  these  evils  to 
any  exc  wive  development  of  mercantile  enterprise,  and 
that  they  really  flow  from  that  unwise  system  which  aimed 
at  the  substitution  of  a  metallic  for  a  paper  currency — the 
system  which  gave  the  first  shock  to  the  fabric  of  our  com- 
mercial prosperity,  by  removing  the  public  depositca  from 
the  United  8t«tcs  Bank,  which  weakened  every  part  of  the 
edifice  by  the  destruction  of  that  useful  and  efficient  insti- 
tution, and  now  threatens  to  crumble  it  into  a  mass  of 
ruin*,  under  the  operations  of  the  specie  circular,  which 
withdrew  the  gold  ond  silver  of  the  country  from  the  chan- 
nel* in  which  it  could  be  profitably  employed.  We  assert 
that  the  experiment  has  had  a  fair,  a  liberal  trial,  and  that 
disappointment  and  mischief  arc  visible  in  all  its  results; 
that  the  promise  of  a  regulated  currency  and  equalized  ex- 
changes has  been  broken,  the  currency  totally  disordered, 
and  internal  exchange*,  almost  entirely  discontinued.  We 
therefore  in»ke  our  eamc*t  appeal  to'the  Executive,  and 
ask  whether  it  is  not  time  to  interpose  the  paternal  author- 
ity of  the  Government,  and  abandon  the  policy  which  is 
beggaring  the  people  ? 

Amid  all  the  distress  of  our  condition,  we  have  liecn 
gratified  by  a  view  of  the  generous  and  forbearing  spirit 
which  has  almost  invariably  maikcd  the  conduct  of  the 
creditor  toward*  the  debtor.  A  scnernl  disposition  has 
to  indulge  ike  debtor  with  ample  time  for 


distress  of  the  merchants  would  be  more  readily  relieved  by 
the  suspending  of  suits  upon  unpaid  bonds  until  a  future 
day,  when  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  grant  some  meas- 
ure of  relief. 

Feeling,  as  we  do,  that  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which 
requires  the  exercise  of  all  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the 
coun-  \  country  to  heal  the  wounds  which  have  been  inflicted  upon 
its  commerce  and  productive  industry,  we  would  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Executive  the  propriety 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  Congress,  to  deliberate  npon 
the  unprecedented  and  alarming  embarrassmenta  in  which 
we  are  involved.  The  members,  corning  directly  from 
their  constituents,  wilt  have  had  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing and  appreciating  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  exists ; 
and  we  are  convinced  that  their  collected  opinions  will  fully 
sustain  those  which  we  have  expressed,  and  their  testimony 
indicate  an  amount  of  suffering  of  which  we  cannot  believe 
that  you,  air,  have  heretofore  been  aware. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  the  representations  which 
we  have  given  of  the  actual  condition  of  our  affairs  will 
induce  you  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  the  policy  which  has 
been  recently  pursued ;  and  we  trust  to  your' intelligence 
for  such  a  change  of  measures  as  will  revive  the  hopes  and 
stimulate  the  energies  of  the  merchants  of  New  York. 

ISAAC  8.  HONE, 
JAMES  W.  BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN  LODER, 
ALEX.  B.  McALPIN, 
JOHN  A.  UNDERWOOD. 
THOMAS  TILESTON, 
MEIG8  D.  BENJAMIN, 
ELISHA  LEWIS, 
81MEON  DRAPER,  Jr. 
W'xtnisoTos,  May  3,  1837, 


D. 

The  subscribers,  under  the  direction  of  a  meeting  of  the 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  respectfully  represent  to 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  moch  difficulty 
will  arise  here  from  the  requisition,  which  they  understand 
has  lieen  made,  that  all  dues  to  the  Treasury  shsll  be  paid 
in  specie. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payment  is  now  universal  in 
this  city,  and  it  is  impossible  to  procure  the  amount  ne- 
cessary for  the  payment  of  custom  house  bonds.  If  the 
requisition  be  made,  there  <*  no  course  left  to  the  merchants 
but  to  submit  to  a  suit,  and  its  upleasant  consequences. 

It  is  evident  that  specie  for  the  large  amounts  daily  fall- 
ing due  on  custom-house  bonds,  throughout  the  country, 
cannot  be  procured  on  any  terms.  The  refusal  of  specie 
for  bonds  is  not,  therefore,  in  the  least,  a  matter  of  choice ; 
the  payment  is  utterly  impossible. 

If,  then,  no  alteration  be  made  in  present  instructions, 
the  suits  now  just  commencing  will  eventually  extend  to 
tho  commercial  community  throughout  the  country ;  inca- 
pacitating them  from  further  entries  or  importations,  and 
seriously  embarrassing  the  financial  operations  of  tht  Gov- 
ernment. If  this  be  so,  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  time,  with 
regard  to  the  required  alterations;  sooner  or  later  they  will 
become  indispensable;  if  made  now,  much  distress  will  be 
prevented. 

Even  were  it  otherwise,  there  are,  it  appears  to  the 
chamber,  sufficient  reasons  why  specie  payments  should 
not  no-v  be  required  by  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter 
of  notoriety  that  *pccie"  payment  of  the  indemnity  lately  re- 
ceived l«y  the  Government  has  been  refused  to  the  claimants 
by  the  agents  of  Government ;  and  further,  that  specie  pay- 
metit  of  debenture  certificates  is  now  refused  at  the  ciis- 


nient  of  debenture  certificates 
lorn  house,  at  the  very 


•pecie  payment 
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demanded  for  bond*.  The  extreme  hardship  and  injustice 
of  the  demand  and  the  refuttl,  at  the  aame  moment,  cannot 
require  comment. 

Under  these  circumstance*,  they  cheerfully  request  such 
a  modification  of  the  requisitions  of  the  Government  as  may 
consist  with  justice  and  the  ability  of  the  community.  To 
this  purpose,  a  withdrawal  of  the  specie  instructions  recent- 
ly issued  to  the  collector  of  this  port,  leaving  him  and  the 
merchants  to  devise,  in  good  faith,  the  means  of  adjusting 
the  claims  of  tho  Government  with  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity, would,  perhaps,  be  entirely  sufficient.  A  course  like 
this  has  been  adopted  on  a  former  occasion,  and  seems  to 
be  the  only  one  now  practicable. 

WM.  8TURGI8, 
President  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Tlloa.  W.  Wales,  *  ...  Pr0aithmtm 
Rob't  G.  Shaw.  5 
G.  M.  Thatcher,  Secretary. 

B. 

New  Ohlbass  Chamber  or  Lommkri  e, 

iYeio  Orleans,  May  25,  1837. 
Sir  •  I  have  ,the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  enclosed,  a 
copy  of  the  procedings  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  the  deranged  condition  of  the 
currency,  and  the  impractibility  resulting  therefrom  to  con- 
form strictly  with  tho  requisitions  of  the  law  and  orders 
emanating  from  your  Department. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  said 
proceedings,  with  the  hope  that  some  measures  may  be  de- 
vised to  obviate  existing  difficulties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consideration  aud 
respect,  your  obedient  servant,  .  ,  . 

8AM.  J.  PETERS, 

Prttident. 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  or  the  Treasury, 

of  the  United  States,  Washingtopictty,- 

Nbw  Orleaxs  Chamber  or  Cuiixebcb, 

Saturday, [May  20,  1837. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  tho  chamber  held  this  day,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were, adopted,  with  only 
one  dissenting  voico : 

Whereas,  the  collector  of  the  cu*lom-ho.u«e  of  this  dis- 
trict, in  virtue  of  instructions  from  Washington,  requires 
specie,  or  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  which  are  at  par, 
in  payment  of  all  duty  bonds :  and  whereas  it  u  well  known 
that  nearly  all  the  banks  of  this  city,  including  the  deposite 
banks,  have  lately  suspended  specie  payments;  and  thut 
the  notes  of  the  few  banks  which  have  continued  to  redeem 
their  circulstion  in  specie,  arc  not  .re-issued,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  obtained,  whilst  the  same  banks  refuse  to  pay 
their  deposilcs  in  specie  :  . 

Id  consequence  of  which,  it  is  impossible  that  the  requi- 
sition of  the  collector  can  be  complied  with.  Therefore, 
be  it  resolved — ,  . 

1st  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thU  chamber,  the  existing 
revenue  laws,  which  it  U  now  attempted  strictly  to  enforce, 
were  passed  by  Congress  under  circumstances  very  essen- 
tially differing  from  those  which  at  present  prevail ;  and 
that  a  revison,  of  the  same  by  Congress  has  become  indis- 
pensable,    ,  ., 

2d.  That,  ii\  the  Qpiniou  of  .  chaml<er,  it  is  highly 
expedient. that  Congress  should  be  rolled  at  as  early  a  period 
as  may>c,  practicable,  with  a  view  to  take  iuto  considera- 
tion the  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  revision  of  the 
revenge, laws,  so  as  to  reconcile  them  with  the  present  state 
o>  thiugSf.and  to  render  them  susceptible  of  being  executed. 

3d:  'fk^jl  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver, 
under  exuting^reumslances,  is  utterly  iinpiacticablu ;  and 
if  the  collector  caj^o}  receive  in  payment  thereof  the  notes 
of  our  local  bsyiks,  said,  bond*  muat  necessaiijy 


paid  until  the  action  of  Congress  with  regard  to  the  same 
be  ascertained. 

4th.  That  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  tho  Government 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  custom-house  bonds  in  gold  and 
silver,  will  be  attended  with  serious  suffering  and  distress: 
inasmuch  a*  the  sale  of  property  by  the.  marshal  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  be  effected,  for  specie,  without  the  most 
cruel  and  unnecessary  sacrifices. 

6th.  That  if  the  Government  persists  in  the  collection  of 
duty  bonds  in  gold  and  silver,  when  the  aame  is  not  to.  be 
procured ;  and  in  the  event  ol  its  rinding  attorneys  and  ju- 
rors willing  to  assist  in  rigorous  prosecutions,  it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  chamber  that  these  measures  may  gradually  lead 
the  country  into  scenes  of  disorder,  violence,  and 
to  the  laws,  which  are  seriously  I 
the  Government  ought  to  avoid. 

f.th.  That  the  Presideut  of  this  chamber  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes :  as  witness  my 

[seal.]       hand  and  seal  of  the  chamber,  this  2.4th  day 
of  May,  1837. 

GEO.  W.  WHltE,  Secretary. 

P.  1. 

Treasury.  Dkfartxekt,  May .21,  1837. 

Gentlixex  :  Your  communication,  in  behalf  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Boston,  concerning  the  payment 
of  duties,  was  received  at  this  Department  to-day.  Though 
without  date,  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  written  before  the 
receipt  in  your  city  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
calling  a  special  and  early  session  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
circulars,  letters,  and  notices  of  this  Department,  receully 
published,  concerning  custom-house  bonds.  Copies  of 
these  arc,  therefore,  annexed,  (numbered  1  to  7,)  and  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  several  explanations  on  some 
of  the  tonics  contained  iu  your  memorial. 

In  addition  to  those  explanations,  but  few  other  remark* 
arc  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  put  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in,  full  possession  of  the  views  of  the  undersigned,  in 
respect  to  your  request,  and,  it  is  hoped,  to  satisfy  you  that 
every  thing  has  been  done,  and  will  continue  to  be  done 
hens,  for  relief  to  the  merchants  in  the  present  distressing 
emergency,  which  the  laws  sanction  and  my  limited  autho- 
rity permits. 

Onb  of  the  earliest  acts  pasted  by  the  first  Congress  con- 
vened under  the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
was  that  of  July  3 1st,  1789,  expressly  requiring  all  duties 
to  be  "  received  in  gold  and.  silver  only,"  and  which  pro- 
vision has  been  virtually  continued  in  subsequent  law*. 
The  circular  of  this  Department  from  whose  operation  you 
ask  to  be  exempted,  is  only  a  repetition  or  an  affirmant* 
of  that  act,  except  it  contains  a  mitigation,  justified  by  a 
long  and  liberal  construction,  .which  authorizes  an  equiva- 
lent for  specie  to  be  also  received.* 

Uuder  that  construction,  anxious  as  the  Department  bus 
been,  and  still  is,  to  extend  every  indulgence  to  those  con- 
nected with  it,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  law  and  pub- 
lic duty,  it  sanctioned  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  speck- 
paying  banks  instead  of  specie  for  customs,  and  all  tbc 
drafts  or  cheeks  of  the  Treasury,  not  paid  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  holders  by  the  banks  on  which'  they  are  drawn. 
Debenture  bonds  are  likewise  recei  table  in  payment  of  du- 
ties; and,  whenever  doubt  has  arisen  on  that  point,  ex- 
press instructions  have  been  given  to  take  them. 

Beyond  these,  alleviations,  the  Department  has  yet  been 
unable  to  discover  any  legal  authority  which  it  possesses, 
or  is  able  to  delegate  to  others,  to  receive  substitutes  for 
the  specie,  which  is  imperatively  required  by  law  in  pay- 
ment of  duties.  On  the  contrary,  by  a  reference  to  the 
various  at  in  of  Congress  bearing  on  this  subject,  it  will  be 
manifest  that  if  the  Department,  under  the  influence  of 
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sympathy,  rather  than  of  official  obligations,  should  allow 
any  thing  not  equivalent  to  specie  to  be  received  for  duties, 
it  would  violate  the  letter  of  the  original  law  on  ibis  sub- 
ject, and  tho  invariable  practice  uuder  it,  with  one  brief 
occasional  exception,  which  existed  only  in  certain 
of  tho  country,  about  twenty  years  since,  and 
'  during  invasion  and  war.  It  would  also  act 
in  conflict  with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  afterwards  passed  in  April,  1815,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  preventing  any  longer  or  future 
deviation  from  the  act  of  1789. 

If,  in  a  period  of  profouud  peace,  and  in  many  respects 
of  great  prosperity,  the  President  and  the  undersigned,  as 
more  executive  officers,  jealou»ly  restricted  by  the  consti- 
tution and  by  statutes,  should  proceed  to  dispense  with 
these  laws,  without  previous  permission  from  Congress,  it 
might  certainly  be  considered  one  of  those  unwarranted 
usurpations  of  power,  so  boldly  and  cogently  denounced 
by  our  forefathers ;  and,  without  doubt,  we  should  next, 
and  on  similar  grounds,  be  requested  to  extend  a  like  in- 
dulgence to  all  debtors  of  the  Government,  whether  indi- 
viduals or  banks,  and  to  all  the  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  though  these  last  arc  likewise  required  by  statute  to 
he  paid  for  in  "specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States."  Any  such  disregard  of  those  im- 
perative requisitions  would  lead  to  other  consequences  al- 
most equally  alarming  and  deplorable,  as  it  would  amount 
to  the  receipt  for  duties  of  what  was  less  valuable  to  the 
community  and  to  the  Government  than  what  the  acts  of 
Congress  expressly  direct. 

In  this  way,  without  legal  authority,  the  interest*  of  the 
United  States  would  further  be  injuriously  relinquished 
and  compromised,  by  virtually  allowing  a  diminution  of 
the  whole  tariff  of  duties,  and  all  the  incidental  benefits 
anticipated  from  it,  to  any  of  the  great  brairches  of  indus- 
try in  the  county,  quite  to  (he  extent  of  the  difference  in 
value  between  specie  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  not  pay- 
ing specie.  The  many  millions  of  unavailable  paper 
which  would  probably  be  thus  placed  in  the  Treasury  for 
duties  and  other  debts,  it  would  be  difficult  to  compute ; 
aa,  besides  the  twenty-six  or  seven  millions  now  due  from 
individuals  end  banks,  most,  if  not  all  of  the  future  rev- 
enue accruing  from  customs,  or  the  increased  sales  of  pub- 
lic land  in  consequence  of  such  a  system,  would  be  psid 
to  the  United  States  iu  notes  of  I  he  same  d<  predated  char- 
acter. It  deserves  consideration,  likewise,  what  could  le- 
gally be  doue  with  such  funds  when  collected  ,  as,  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1836,  the  Treasury 
is  exprc«»ly  forbidden  to  oner,  in  paymeut  of  any  claim 
whatever  against  the  United  States,  "any  batik  note  of 
any  denomination,  unless  the  same  shall  be  |>ayable,  aud 
paid  on  demand,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  plica  where 
is&uetl,  and  Which  shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the 
place  where  offered,  snd  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  up- 
on the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  delay  or 
loss  to  him." 

How  great  would  lie  the  loss  on  such  irredeemable  funds, 
aud  who  ought  to  bear  it  when  they  ere  received  contrary 
to  law,  and  bow  destructive  such  measures  would  prove 
to  the  preservation  of  a  sound  constitutional  currency,  by 
indirectly  sanctioning,  as  they  would,  the  disuse  of  specie 
for  it  here,  and  the  consequent  export  of  it  in  large  quan- 
tities to  foreign  countries,  ss  an  aiticlo  of  trade,  need  not 
be  d  we  ft  on  at  this  time.  It  is  moreover  manifest,  that 
all  such  collections  would  further  disable  tho  Treasury 
from  paying  immediately,  in  tho  manner  it  is  bouud  by 
law  and  good  faith  to  do,  the  various  public  creditors  ; 
some  of  whom  ore  stated,  as  a  matter  of  complaint,  in 
your  memorial,  not  to  bo  able  now  to  obtain  specie  for 
their  claims.  But  if  the  indemnity  certificates  and  de- 
bentures to' which  you  refer  have  not  all  been  paid  in 
specie  or  iU  equivalent  to  the  merchant*  or  other  holders, 


you  may  rest  assured  that  the  failure  to  do  it  has  not 
arisen  from  any  direction  to  that  effect  by  the  Treasury  . 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  express  orders  have  been  given 
to  meet  both  with  specie  when  demanded  ;  and,  if  not  done, 
the  failure  has  occurred,  and  will  continue,  only  in  con- 
sequence of  the  regretted  omission  of  the  merchants  them- 
selves promptly  to  discharge  their  bonds  in  specie,  and  of 
a  like  omission  on  the  part  of  the  banks  (through  the  mis- 
fortunes or  advice  of  many  of  their  customers)  not  to  con- 
tinue to  discharge  their  obligatious  in  the  manner  provid- 
ed by  law  and  their  agreements  with  the  Treasury.  One 
great  and  paramount  object,  therefore,  in  requiring  that 
the  public  dues  should  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  United 
States  in  a  legal  iranner,  is,  to  enable  the  Department,  in 
this  emergency,  faithfully  and  promptly  to  pay  others  in 
that  manner,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  oveicome  any 
embarrassments  or  delays  to  its  own  creditors,  which  may 
have  happened  in  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
those  on  whom  the  Government  is  immediately  dependent 
for  its  available  means.  You  justly  intimate  that  the  pub- 
lic payments  ought  to  be  made  in  this  way  ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that,  in-all  cases  where  creditors  aie  not  other- 
wise satisfied,  it  will  cheerfully  be  done  the  moment  the 
Treasury  is  enabled  to  accomplish  it  by  a  compliance  with 
their  engagements  on  die  part  of  those  indebted  to  the 
United  States. 

If,  from  the  accidents  and  misfortunes  of  others,  in  any 
instances,  such  an  inability  as  you  describe  has  occurred 
with  any  of  our  fiscal  depositories  or  custom-house  officers, 
and  any  reproach  ihould  inconsiderately  be  cast  on  the 
Government  for  this  inability,  which  has  been  caused  by 
others,  (though,  withoutdoubt,  unintentionally,)  you  may 
rest  satisfied  that  no  proper  effort  will  be  spared  here  to 
avoid  deserving  the  censure  of  "extreme  hardship  or  in- 
justice" on  this  account,  and  (by  strenuously  endeavoring 
lo  do  lb  others  all  which  it  asks  of  them)  to  discharge  every 
claim  against  the  Government,  iu  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

In  connexion  with  this,  and  merely  in  justification  of 
the  Treasury,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  further,  that,  be  - 
sides  near  thirty  millions  elsewhere,  something  like  three 
quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  wece  due  in  your  city  alone, 
from  merchants,  and  institutions  of  which  many  of  them 
are  members,  aud  payable  to  the  United  States  in  specie 
and  on  demand,  at  the  time  your  memorial  was  forwarded, 
setting  forth  the  omission  of  our  fiscal  agents  to  pay  iu 
that  currency  some  small  demands  held  by  a  portion  or  the 
mercantile  community. 

This  Department  is  aware  that,  even  after  all  its  forbear- 
ances and  mitigations,  some  embarrassments  must  still  be 
undergone,  in  certain  cases,  by  means  of  incidental  diffi- 
culties, and  the  strictness  of  the  laws  as  to  cash  duties, 
which  were  introduced  wholly  for  tho  benefit  of  manufac- 
turers .rather  than  of  the  finances.  But  it  cannot  concur  in 
the  opinion  that,  during  the  present  favorable  condition  of 
the  country,  in  respect  to  ili  large  amount  of  specie,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  obtain  .sufficient  for  this  purpose ;  and, 
considering  th.it  all  which  is  paid  must  immediately  return 
again  into  active  circulation,  it  trusts  that  the  merchant* 
will  find  themselves  fully  indemnified  for  the  inconvenience 
and  limited  sacrifices  to  which  they  may  be  exposed  in  ob- 
taining the.sinsll  sums  necessary  for  their  object  by  and 
i*ft«-r  the  liberal  indulgences  authorized  on  their  duty  bonds. 
>  -Thus,  by  instructions  published  at  Boston  since  your 
letter  we*  probably  written,  the  disagrerable  result  you  an- 
ticipate, to  wit:  ••that  there  is  no  course  left  to  the  mer- 
chants but  to  .submit  to  a  suit  and  its,  unpleasant  conse- 
quences," need  rarely,  if  ever,  occur  in  cases  of  re«J|  sol- 
vency ,  as  liberal  extensions  of  credit  have,  been  permitted, 
under  proper  circumstances,  before  a*  well  as  after  suit, 
till  the  meeting  of  C'ongrr««  ;  and,  in  addition  |o  these,  .an 
extraordinary  session  of  that  body  ha*  been  called  by  the 
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President  at  the  earlissl  convenient  day,  with  a  view, 
among  other  things,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  new  li 
ration  to  yield  further  relief  in  the  prosent 
posture  of  affairs. 

With  these  explanations,  and  such  others  as  appear  in 
the  documents  before  referred  to,  and  which,  ere  this,  have 
probably  reached  your  city,  the  Department  cherishes  a 
hope  that  your  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  satisfied  that 
every  thing  of  an  alleviating  character  has  already  been 
done,  in  respect  to  duty  bonds,  which  the  laws  sanction, 
and  the  public  interests  justify  ;  that  all  proper  exertions 
have  been  made,  and  arc  making  by  it,  to  preserve  the  same 
good  and  legal  fidelity  in  its  obligations  to  others  which  it 
requests  of  them ;  that,  if  not  successful,  the  failure  will 
arise  from  the  misfortunes  or  neglect  of  others;  and  that, 
by  a  firm  perseverance  in  the  path  of  duty  on  this  subject, 
reciprocal  aid  will  lie  conferred,  both  by  the  merchant*  and 
the  Treasury,  to  preserve  a  sound  slate  of  the  currency  for 
all  the  public  purposes,  and  gradually,  if  not  apoedily,  re- 
store one  for  alt  the  necessary  transactions  of  life. 

This  Department  confides  so  much  in  the  intelligence, 
correct  principles,  and  patriotism  of  those  who,  through 
you,  have  addressed  it,  that  it  cannot  doubt  they  will  be 
soticitous  to  prevent,  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  embar- 
rassment, any  discredit  being  cast  on  the  character  and 
practical  workings  of  our  free  instil  ulions. 

It  feels  satisfied  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  well 
as  the  whole  community,  must,  after  reflecting  on  such 
considerations,  become  quite  a*  desirous  as  the  undersigned 
for  •  mutual  and  vigorous  co-operation  to  uphold  the  ha- 
bitual opinions  and  practices  in  favor  of  the  inviolability  of 
the  constitution  and  laws,  which  are  fortunately  so  char- 
aciori-tic  of  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  Union. 

It  is  in  this  manner  only  that  the  Department  can  he  en- 
abled to  carry  on  the  fiscal  operation*  of  the  Treasury  so 
as  to  maintain  the  public  faith  unimpaired  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  sustain,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  currency,  a 
sound  standard  of  value,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  according  to  the  best  established  principle*  of  po- 
litical economy. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODDURY, 
Secretary  nf  the  Treasury. 

To  Wiiitm  Stcsois,  President, 
(}.  Wun,  1  ...    p    -j   ,  . 
R.  O.  8>uw,  5       rmtamtt,  ana 

(j.  M.  Tbatchsb,  See'y,  Boston  Chamber  Com. 
F.  a. 

Tsjsasubt  DarsnTxajTr,  May  19,  1897. 

Sic  This  Department  has,  with  much  surprise,  seen 
several  representations  in  the  daily  proa*  concerning  cer- 
tain declarations  made  by  you  at  a  recent  public  meeting 
in  New  York  city,  as  to  the  course  you  intended  to  pur- 
sue in  future  in  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  nature  of  these 
representation*,  render  it  my  unpleasant  duty  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  (hem. 

Some  of  the  account*  of  what  look  place  represent  you 
as  say  in?,  in  substance,  that,  as  the  order*  of  the  Treasury 
could  not  be  complied  with,  you,  on  your  own  revponsi- 
bilily,  would  dispense  with  them ;  while  other*  state  that 
you  understood  a  discretion  had  been  left  to  you  by  the 
Executive  011  thi*  subject;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  Mich 
discretion,  you  should  not  conform  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Department,  either  by  collecting  the  money  yourself, 
which  fell  due  for  duties,  or  by  collecting  it  in  such  kind 
of  money  as  the  law*  require.  Other  representations  con- 
vey the  idea  that,  if  you  pursued  such  a  course,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  make  no  objection  to  it. 

Under  a  belief  that,  in  these  reports,  as  to 


and  determination  on  this  subject,  some  unfortunate  errors 
must  have  occurred,  or  that  you  must  have  imbibed  very 
incorrect  opinions  concerning  the  views  entertained  by^ihe 
Department,  it  becomes  pro|)er,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  repeat,  in  explicit  terms,  the  reel  character  and  extent 
of  those  views. 

1 .  The  order  as  to  the  mode  of  collecting  bonds  by  yoor- 
self,  rather  than  through  the  banks,  and  in  specie  or  it* 
equivalent,  was,  in  the  last  respect,  in  accordance  with  the 
course  which  you  reported  to  this  Department  for  it*  ap- 
prove! ou  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks.  The 
order  was  the  same  in  substance,  in  all  respect*,  at  your 
port,  aa  that  adopted  at  all  other  ports  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  banks  paid  specie  on  demand  foT  their  notes,  and 
where,  in  that  event,  tne  express  language  of  the  deposit© 
act  of  June,  1899,  imperatively  required  their  discontinu- 
ance as  public  depositories;  and  other  laws  virtually  for- 
bid the  receipt  of  their  notes  for  duties. 

9.  But,  in  the  wide-spread  calamity  which  had  recently 
fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and,  through  it,  upon  those 
banking  institutions,  in  common  with  others  which  were 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  it  woe  evident  that  our 
finances  must  become  embarrassed  through  the  previous 
embarrassments  of  others,  and  that  great  care  and  rffirt* 
must  be  exercised  to  meet  faithfully  the  current  public  en- 
gagements. At  the  same  time,  it  waa  desirable  that  every 
indulgence  and  forbearance  should  be  exercised,  and  were 
intended  by  the  President  and  thi*  Department  to  be  lib- 
erally exercised,  towards  the  public  debtors,  which  those 
engagements  would  permit. 

8.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evils  which 
pressed  so  heavily  on  the  merchants,  this  Department,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  President,  at  once  authorized  a  post- 
ponement to  be  granted,  in  all  suitable  cases,  of  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  bonds  »■  well  before  as  after  suit :  and  sub- 
sequently  as  new  event*  justified,  permitted  it  to  be  extend- 
ed till  after  the  commencement  of  the  neit  se&sioa  of  Con- 

gTCS*. 

The  Department  likewise  empowered  the  collectors  to 
receive  for  duties  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  in  favor  of 
the  public  creditora,  which  might  not  be  paid  in  specie  to 
the  holders  by  the  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn. 

Outstanding  debenture  bonds  are  also  receivable  in  the 
;  same  way ;  and,  to  afford  the  opportunity  to  procure  still 
further  aid  and  relief,  if  it  shall  he  deemed  proper  by  Con- 
gress, that  body  has  been  specially  convened  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  earliest  convenient  day. 

After  all  these  mitigating  measures,  neither  the  Presi- 
dent nor  this  Department  saw  any  further  indulgence  which 
could  be  given  consistent  with  the  act*  of  Congress,  and 
which  it  was  within  our  powers  to  bestow,  limited  and 
regulated  as  those  powers  are  by  various  express  laws. 

It  was,  and  still  is,  hoped  that  the  merchants  would,  till 
Congress  assembled,  cheerfully  incur  the  diminished  sacri- 
fices, in  respect  to  the  payment  of  some  ot  the  duties, 
which  their  liabilities  and  business  might  render  necessary  j- 
and  that  the  officers  connected  with  the  customs  would  feel 
a  pride,  a*  well  as  zeal,  in  encouraging  them  to  uphold  the 
laws  faithfully,  and  neither  countenance  nor  permit  any 
departure*  from  them. 

The  Executive  possesses  no  authority  to  delegate  to  yon, 
nor  has  it  intended  to  delegate,  any  discretion  to  disregard 
those  laws  in  any  particular,  or  to  act  contrary  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Department,  which  had  been  issued  in 
conformity  to  them  ;  nor  can  it  sanction  the  exercise  of  any 
such  discretion  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs. 

It  would  »ecm  better  thst  the  duties,  whether  dne  on 
bond*  or  in  cash,  when  the  goods  arc  entered,  and  which 
the  merchants  may  be  unable,  if  not  postponed,  to  pay  in 
any  of  the  legal  modes  before  pointed  out,  till  the  early 
'day  on  which  Congress  convenes,  should  go  entirely  un- 
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paid  from  Inability  to  meet  them  legally,  than  be  collected 
or  discharged  in  a  manner  that  is  not  sanctioned  cither  by 
the  acta  of  Congress  or  our  duty  to  the  Government. 

The  Department  is  willing  to  make  liberal  nllowances 
for  acta  growing  out  of  the  sympathy  naturally  felt  for  the 
embarrassments  of  the  commercial  community,  and  the 
•trong  desire  to  contribute  to  their  relief;  bat  yon  must  be 
B.Tiseble  that  the  newspaper  accounts  which  hose  already 
apf*are.l  are  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Presi- 
dent and  this  Department  are  disponed  In  overlook,  or  even 
to  approve,  the  unauthorized  course  which  it  is  said  you 
propose  to  adopt  •,  and  it  is  possible  that,  from  your  full 
knowledge  of  the  sincerity  and  extent  of  the  anxious  desire 
of  the  President  and  of  this  Department  to  aflbrd  relief, 
you  may  have  entertained  the  impression  that  such  would 
be  the  ease. 

It  therefore  liecomes  my  duty  instantly  to  inform  you 
that  all  such  impressions  are  erroneous  and  it  in  hoped 
that  many  of  the  considerations  before  stated  will  have 
occurred  to  you;  and  that,  under  their  influence,  you  will 
continue  to  discharge  your  duties  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  acts  of  Congress  aud  the  instructions  of  this  De- 


which  mainly  govern  the  regularity  of 
connected  with  commerce. 


by  oil 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  voor  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


S.  Swjbtwout,  Esq.,  Collector,  New  York, 
F.  8. 

New  Yobk,  Augutt  88,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  to  you  the  following  repre- 
sentations upon  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  custom- 
house bonds  becoming  due,  and  of  duties  upon  wool 
and  woollen  goods  now  lying  in  the  public  stores  in  this 
city. 

It  appear*  that  there  were  cuslom-house  bonds  in  the 
hands  of  the  district  attorney,  pavable  previously  to  the 
first  of  this  month,  (August,)  for  "  -  -  $8,800,000 

And  at  custom-house,  payable  in  August,   -  705,600 
Ditto  do.  September,  1,004,787 

Ditto  do.  October,  -  5:ifi,093 

Ditto  do.  November,  350,646 

Ditto  do.  December,  318,845 


in  public 


Total, 


$5,115,811 
8.000,000 
$7,115,811 


This  port  being  the  recipient  of  merchandise  destined 
for  the  consumption  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  the 
importing  merchants  here  assume,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
responsibility  of  paying  the  duties  to  Government;  and  the 
history  of  the  past  may  well  attest  the  fidelity  with  which 
that  responsibility  has  been  discharged,  until  the  present 
time,  when  the  general  condition  of  attain  has  been  so  es- 
sentially changed. 

After  the  banks  of  the  Union  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments,  the  difficulty  of  paying  the  dues  to  Government  in 
legal  currency  became  insurmountable,  and,  at  the  in- 
stance of  this  committee,  the  period  of  payment  of  custom- 
house bonds  was  postponed  by  your  Department  until  the 
1  st  of  October  next,  in  order  that  Congress,  which  would 


new  shape  of  things. 

The  mercantile  and  trading  interests  of  the  whole  coun  - 
try  have  since  been  laboring  under  unparalleled  difficulties, 
so  that  reliauco  can  no  longer  bo  placed  upon  receipts, 


Owing  to  the  entire  derangement  of  the  internal  ex- 
changes, and  to  the  absence  of  a  specie  standard,  funds, 
even  when  collected  at  various  points  of  the  Union,  are 
generally  unavailable  as  the  means  of  payment  here. 

The  banks  of  the  city,  with  a  laudable  desire  to  resume 
specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day,  must  adopt  a  system 
of  restriction,  and  therefore  withhold  facilities,  now  more 
needed  than  ever  by  their  dealers,  whose  collections  in 
bank  chiefly  consist  of  payments  of  a  part  only  of  the 
amount  due,  with  renewals  for  the  remainder  for  two, 
three,  and  four  months ;  and  at  the  end  of  those  periods, 
similar  renewals  arc  repeated. 

This  total  derangement  of  all  the  means  of  carrying  on 
the  business  <*f  the  country  throughout  its  various  sections, 
has  rendered  the  collection  of  debts  impossible ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, the  vast  amount  due  for  goods  already  sold  in 
this  city,  on  which  a  large  portion  of  existing  duties  were 
levied,  remains  unpaid,  and  without  any  immediate  pros- 
pect of  liquidation.  Nor  can  sales  now  be  made  of  foreign 
merchandise  on  hand ;  and  it  is  impracticable  to  convert 
goods  into  money,  as  well  from  the  inability  to  pay  on  the 
port  of  buyers,  as  from  the  unwillingness  to  sell  on  credit 
on  the  part  of  the  holders  ;  and  sales  by  auction  can  only 
be  made  at  ruinous  sacrifices. 

A  general  extension,  to  a  large  portion  of  their  debtors, 
has  also  been  granted,  for  a  period  of  twelve  months  and 
upwards,  by  the  importing  merchants  of  this  city;  and 
there  is  now  due  from  other  places,  to  those  engaged  here 
in  the  importation  and  sale  of  foreign  merchandise,  a  much 
larger  amount  than  would  pay  off  all  debts  from  this  city 
to  the  Government  and  to  foreign  countries. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  means  of  the  importing 
merchants  is  thus  virtually  withdrawn  from  their  control, 
and  scattered  throughout  the  Union ;  whence  it  cannot  be 
|  collected,  in  any  available  manner,  in  the  present  elate  of 
suspended  payments  by  banks  and  individuals,  of  derange- 
ment in  the  domestic  exchanges,  and  of  interruption  to 
business,  thronghout  the  whole  country. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  importing  merchants 
have  no  alternative  left,  but  to  ask  the  Government  to 
apply  to  them  the  same  measure  of  relief  which  they  have 
granted  to  their  debtors,  by  extending  for  a  year  the  period 
of  payment  of  bonds,  and  of  other  dues  at  the  custom- 
house; at  which  time,  it  is  fully  believed  there  will  remain 
no  obstacle  to  a  punctual  discharge  of  all  such  indebtedness. 

The  like  remarks  apply  to  the  inability  of  the  importers 
of  wool  and  woollen  goods,  now  in  public  store,  to  pay 
duties;  which  will  amount,  according  to  the  above  esti- 
mate, to  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  Government  holds 
these  goods  in  its  own  kreping  ;  therefore  the  revenue  is 
secure :  and  the  oxlension  of  one  year  beyond  the  time 
required  by  law  may,  with  entire  safety,  be  granted  to  the 
importers  for  entering  and  paying  the  duties  on  these  goods. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  respectully  represent  the 
necessity  which,  under  the  circumstances  pet  forth  herein, 
renders  it  expedient  that  Congress  should  interfere,  at  a 
day  previous  to  the  1st  of  October  next,  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  providing  for  the  postponement  of  the  collection  of 
such  bonds  at  the  custom-house  as  may  fall  doe  prior  to 
the  1st  of  January  next,  with  the  assent  of  sureties,  and 
upon  interest;  allowing,  however,  the  option  of  earlier 
payment,  and  thus  stopping  interest:  and,  also,  to  extend, 
for  one  year,  the  respective  periods  within  which  goods 
subject,  upon  entry,  to  the  paym 
he  retained  in  the  public  s 

In  the  hope  that  these 
proval,  and,  in  that  case,  that  you  will  see  fit  to 
mend  the  passage  of  such  a  law,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  Congress,  aud,  in  the  i 
favor  us  with  a  reply, 
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We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  air,  « 
obedient  servant-,  J.  BOOKMAN, 

JAMES  D.  P. 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL, 
JAMES  BROWN, 
JAMES  LEE, 
JAMES  O.  KINO. 
GEORGE  GRISWOLD, 
JOHN  B.  STEVE N8, 
Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Comment, 

of  the  city  of  Nfcc  York. 

To  the  Hon.  Liti  Woodbvbt, 


Tbsascbt  Dbfabtxbbt,  — — — — ■  1837. 

Sir :  Having  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  tha  law 
passed  by  tba  Legislature  of  tha  Suie  of  ,  it 

appeare  that  you  are  authorized  to  receive,  in  behalf  of  that 
State,  the  amount  to  be  deposited  therewith,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  tha  act  of  Congress  "to  regulate  the  depositc* 
of  the  public  money,"  approved  23d  June,  1836. 

That  amount  has  been  ascct mined  to  bo  dol- 
lars, tha  quarterly  psyment  of  which  will  be 
made  at  the  respective  bank*  to  which  they  eocloaed  trans- 
fer  drafts,  amounting  in  all  to  $  ,  are  directed, 
upon  your  executing  a  receipt  agreeably  to  the  enclosed 
form,  to  each  of  them,  for  tha  sm     rect-i^.]  thecfr 


of  the  Treasury. 
P.  8.  It  may  be  useful,  in  the  present  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  country  and  of  the 
tanks,  to  suggest  that,  for  reasons  growing  out  of  the  de- 
posits act,  as  well  ae  the  existing  liabilities  of  the  banks, 
and  the  obligations  required  from  the  States  to  the  Trea- 
sury, no  one  of  the  biter  is  required  to  accept,  on  the 
within  transfers,  any  kind  of  mousy  which  is  not  available 
and  at  par,  and  which  it  is  not  ready  to  account  for  in  the 
as  me  way  when  required. 

Should  any  of  the  banks,  therefore,  on  which  the  trans- 
fer* are  drawn,  fail  to  drposite  with  you  such  money,  they 
may  be  returned  to  this  Department,  with  a  statement  of 
the  fact,  in  order  that  the  case  nay  be  submitted  to  Con- 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State. 
Whereas,  by  the  1 3th  section  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  23d  of  Jane,  1836, 
it  was  enacted  "that  the  monev  which  shall  ha  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be 
deposited  with  such  of  the  several  8 tales,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  by  law  au- 
tbeir  treasurer,  or  the  competent  authorities,  to  re- 
lic same,  on  the  terms  hereafter  specified ;  and  the 
of  tha  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  sams  to  such 
r,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  cer- 
tificates of  deposits  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  au- 
thorities, in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tsry  aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  the  State  of  has,  by  an  act 

of  its  Legislature,  passed  on  the 


authorized 


and  directed  the  of  the  said  State  to  receive  its  pro- 

portional share  of  the  said  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
States  on  depositc  with  the  *aid  State,  upon  the  terms 
specified  in  tba  said  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  in  con- 

of  ths  said  act  of  the 


of  the  State  of  ,  has  delivered  to  the 

thereof  the  sum  of  dollars  and 

the  same  being  the  fir.it  instalment,  or  one-fourth 
part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  aaid  Bate  in 
plus  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  let  day  of 
1837: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  aaid  sum  of  dollars  and 

'  cents  has  been  deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  State  of  ,  end  that,  for  the 

safe -keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  said  act  of  Congress,  the  State  of 
is  legally  bound,  and  its  faith  is  solemnly 
pledged.  And  in  pursuance  of  tha  suthority  of  the  act  >if 
the  Legislature  aforeesid,  for  snd  in  behalf  of  the  said  State, 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  seol  in  testimony  of  the 
premises,  and  of' the  faith  of  the  said  8tate  to  pay  the  said 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  pert  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  same  shall  bo  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  lor  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner  and 
proporiiona  set  forth  and  described  in  the  aaid  recited  13th 
section  of  the  set  of  Congress  sforesaid,  and  by  a  requisition 
or  notice  aimilar  in  form  to  that  hereto  annexed,  -  ~  - 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  said  Stats. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  of 

thousand  eight  hundred  snd  thirty 
Attest: 


The  form  of  a  requisition  or  notice  for  ? 

substantially  a*  folio**  : 
^  Tbxascbt  * 


will  be 


To  the  State  of 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  depositee  of  the  public  money,"  passed 
June  23d,  1836,  end  an  act  of  aaid  State  passed  , 
certain  some  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  Ststes  hav- 
ing been  deposited  with  the  State  aforesaid  for  safe-keeping 
and  repayment,  in  conformity  with  tha  provisions  of  said 
act,  aaid  State  is  hereby  notified  that  a  portion  of  said 
money,  via.  the  sum  of  $  ,  is  required  to  l»e  re- 

paid to  the  United  States  by  the  State  aforesaid,  for  lbs 
purposes  nsmed  in  mid  act,  and  in 
visions. 

Secretary  of  the 
Care  of  hi*  Excellency, 

Governor  of  said  State. 
of  tba  aaid  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  ths 


[The 
United  £  _ 
this  Department  may  in  any  particular 


request  annexed  to  the  above  requisition  to 
me  to  the  credit  of  said  Treasurer  in  ths  Bsnk 
,  at  .  on  or  before  the  day 

wmuTa 


red,  vis 
1.  By 
place  the 

of 

of  next,  and  to  take 

one  of  which  receipts  sent  to  the  said 
sufficient  voucher  for ' 
part  of  seid  State. 

S.  Or,  by  a  request  written  by  ssid  Secretary  on  the 
bark  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  to  the  Stats 
for  payment  by  mid  Treasurer,  that  said  Ststs  would  pay 
the  same  j  and  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  payment 
thereon,  will  be  a  sufficient  voucher  as  aforesaid.] 

H.  1. 

Circular  from  the  Secretary  nf  the  Treasury  with  regard 
to  the  receipt  and  transmission  by  mail  of  bank  notes. 

Taasevat  DaraarwairT, 

September  23,  1789. 
Sta  :  In  consequence  of  arrangements  lately  taken  with 
the  Bank  of  No 
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for  the  accommodation  of  too  Government,  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  my  desire  that  the  notes  of  those  banks,  pay- 
able either  on  demand,  or  at  no  longer  period  than  thirty 
days  after  their  respective  date*,  should  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  as  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver;  and 
that  they  will  be  received  from  you  as  such  by  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  United  Stales. 

This  measure,  besides  the  immediate  accommodation  to 
which  it  has  reference,  will  facilitate  remittances  from  the 
several  States,  without  drawing  away  their  specie  ;  an  ad- 
vantage, in  every  view,  important. 

I  shall  ca  1  *e  you  shortly  to  be  furnished  with  indication* 
of  the  genuine  notes  as  will  serve  to  guard  you  against 
counterfeits,  and  shall  direct  the  manner  of  remitting  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  and  ontil  further  orders,  you  will  please 
to  receive  them,  transmitting  to  me  a  weekly  account  of 
your  receipts. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  will  probably  have 
occasion  to  draw  upon  you  for  part  of  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  Congress  from  your  Slate.  These 
drafts  you  will  also  receive  in  payment  of  the  duties,  or  in 
exchange  for  any  specie  arising  from  them  whirh  shall 
have  come  to  your  hands. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  HAMILTON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Otbo  H.  Wiuiaxs,  Collector 

of  Customs  for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

H.  2. 

Extract  from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
April  88,  1790,  with  regard  to  the  collection  law. 
Sec.  80.  This  section  provides  for  the  receipt  of  the  du- 
ties in  gold  and  silver  coin  only.  The  Secretary  has  con- 
sidered this  provision  as  having  for  object  the  exclusion  of 
pay  menu  in  the  paper  emissions  of  the  particular  State?, 
and  the  securing  the  immediate  or  ultimate  collection  of 
the  duties  in  specie,  as  intended  to  prohibit  to  individuals 
the  right  of  paying  in  any  thing  except  gold  or  silver  coin, 
but  not  to  hinder  the  Treasury  from  making  such  arrange- 
ments as  its  exigencies,  the  speedy  command  of  the  public 
reources,  and  the  convenience  of  the  community,  might 
dictate;  those  arrangements  being  compatible  with  the 
eventual  receipt  of  the  duties  in  specie.  For  instance :  the 
Secretary  did  not  imagine  that  the  provision  ought  to  be  so 
understood  a*  to  prevent,  if  necessary,  an  anticipation  of  the 
duties  by  Treasury  drafts  receivable  at  the  several  custom- 
houses. And,  if  it  ought  not  to  be  understood  in  this 
sense,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  principle  of  a  different 
construction  would  extend  to  the  permitting  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  public  banks  issued  on  a  specie  fund.  Unless 
it  can  be  supposed  thai  the  exchanging  of  specie,  after  it 
has  been  received  for  bank  notes,  to  be  remitted  to  the 
Treasury,  is  slso  interdicted,  it  seems  difficult  to  conclude 
that  the  receipt  of  them,  in  the  first  instance,  is  forbidden- 
Such  were  the  reflections  of  the  Secretary  with  regard 
to  the  authority  to  permit  bank  notes  to  be  taken  in  pay- 
ment of  the  duties.  The  expediency  of  doing  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  sull  less  questionable.  Tho  extension  of  their 
circulation  by  the  measure  is  calculated  to  increase  both  the 
ability  and  the  inclination  of  the  banks  (o  aid  the  Government. 
It  also  accelerates  the  command  of  the  product  of  the  reve- 
nues for  the  public  service,  and  it  facilitates  the  payment  of 
the  duties.  It  has  the  first  effect,  because  the  course  of 
business  occasions  the  notes  to  be  sent  beforehand  to  dis- 
tant places,  and  being  ready  on  the  spot,  either  for  pay- 
ment or  e.\chsng*'»  the  first  post  after  the  duties  become 
payable,  or  are  received,  conveys  them  to  tho  Treasury. 
The  substitution  of  Treasury  drafts,  anticipating  tho  duties, 
could  hardly  l«e  made  without  some  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  tho  public ;  as  they  would  be  drawn  upon  time,  ami 
upon  the  expectation  of  funds  to  bo  collected,  and,  of 
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coarse,  contingent,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  ob- 
tain a  ready  sale,  but  at  a  discount,  or  upon  long  credit. 
As  they  Would  also  be  more  or  less  liable  to  accident, 
from  the  failure  of  expected  payments,  there  would  be 
continually  a  degree  of  hazard  to  public  credit.  And,  to 
other  considerations,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  practice  of 
anticipations  of  this  kind  is,  in  its  nature,  so  capable  of 
abuse,  as  to  render  it  an  ineligible  instrument  of  admin- 
istration in  ordinary  esses,  nod  fit  only  for  times  of  necessity. 

If  the  idea  or  anticipation  should  be  excluded,  then  the 
relying  wholly  upon  Treasury  drafts  would  be  productive 
of  considerable  delay.  The  knowledge  that  funds  were  in 
hand  must  precede  the  issuing  of  them  ;  here  would,  of 
course,  be  some  loss  of  time.  And  as  the  moment  of  de- 
mand, created  by  the  course  of  business,  would  frequently 
elapse,  there  would  a.-  frequently  be  a  further  loss  of  time 
in  waiting  for  a  new  demand.  In  such  intervals  the  pub- 
lic service  would  suffer,  the  specie  would  be  locked  up, 
and  circulation  checked.  Bank  notes  being  a  convenient 
specie*  of  money,  whatever  increases  their  circulation  in- 
creases the  quantity  of  current  money.  Hence,  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  doubly  promoted  by  their  aid  ;  they  at 
once  add  to  the  quantity  of  medium,  and  serve  to  prevent 
the  stagnation  of  specie. 

The  tendency  of  the  measure  to  lessen  the  necessity  of 
drawing  specie  from  distant  places  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, results  from  the  foregoing  considerations.  The 
slow  operation  of  Treasury  drafts  would  frequently  involve 
a  necessity  of  bringing  on  specie  to  answer  the  exigencies 
of  Government ;  the  avoiding  of  which  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, in  the  particular  situation  of  this  country,  need  not  be 
insisted  upon. 

1. 

TatAscar  D ice abyt jsxxt,  May  — ,  1837. 

Sta :  As  the  painful  information  has  reached  this  De- 
partment, through  the  public  press,  that  your  bank  has 
suspended  specie  payments,  the  object  of  this  letter  is  to 
learn,  officially,  if  that  fact  has  happened ;  and  to  receive 
such  explanations  concerning  the  reasons  for  it,  and  tho 
future  course  of  your  business,  as  it  will  be  apparent  aro 
so  important  for  this  Department  to  know,  under  the  exist- 
ing liabilities  and  relations  between  you  and  the  Government. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  deemed  proper  that  such 
indulgences  should  be  granted  by  this  Department  to  its 
former  fiscal  agents  ns  they  may  request,  consistently  with 
the  laws  and  with  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury  ;  it  must 
bo  spjiorcnt,  on  the  other  hand,  that  nothing  can  be  grant- 
ed which  is  likely  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  ; 
and  other  important  public  interests. 

The  imperative  provisions  of  the  act  of  Jew 
it  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  discontinue  ordering  any 
further  sums  of  public  money  to  be  place. I  with  :ho  deposits 
bunks,  after  suspending  specie  payments.  And  hence  you 
are  notified  that  no  more  can  be  thus  deposited  in  yoor  in- 
stitution, provided  such  a  failure  lo  redeem  your  notes  has 
actually  occurred. 

Ir  it-  nliio  nmde  mv  dutv  as  soon  as  practicable  to  select 
other  depositories,  and  place  with  them  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  your  possession,  as  well  as  the  accruing 
revenue ;  but  the  Department  will  endeavor  to  draw  out 
the  funds  in  your  hands  by  warrants  and  transfers,  reason- 
able in  their  amount  and  in  the  periods  of  their  payment. 
Such  warrants  and  transfers,  it  is  trusted,  you  will  at  all 
times  be  anxious  and  able  to  meet,  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
lo  all  concerned;  not  only  with  a  view  to  fulfil  faithfully 
your  contract,  and  relieve  the  Treasury  and  its  creditors 
from  embarrassment  aud  losses,  but  to  exonerate  yourselves 
and  sureties  from  consequences  equally  injurious,  inevitable, 
and  unpleosant. 

I  trust,  further,  that  you  will  continue  to  regard  it  your 
duly,  while  any  public  money  remains  in  your  ] 
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to  forward  regularly,  all  the  returns  and  statements  which 
are  required  by  jour  agreement — the  mutual  advantage* 
from  doing  which  cannot  fail  to  be  obvious.  * 

The  Department  will  al«o  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will 
furnish,  as  early  as  practicable,  replies  to  the  two  following 
inquiries,  in  order  that  it  may  be  in  possession  of  such  in- 
telligence from  you,  in  an  authentic  form,  as  will  be  useful 
to  the  community  and  the  States,  and  very  material  for 
regulating  properly  tho  future  measures  of  the  Treasury. 
Those  inquiries  are — 

1st.  Whether  you  expert  to  resume  specie  payments  soon, 
and  what  mode  you'proposc  to  take  fully  and  seasonably  to 
indemnify,  secure,  and  satisfy  the  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors  for  any  breach  of  your  agreement  and  bond  1 

»d.  Whether,  if  you  do  not  expect  to  resume  specie 
payments  soon,  any  particular  time  for  it  hereafter  baa  been 
yet  decided  on,  and  what  special  efforts  or  arraniretnents 
you  intend  to  mske  for  that  very  important  object! 

I  am,  vary  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  Cabbies  of  the  Bank. 

K. 

List  of  deposit e  banks  discontinued  under  the  deposite 

act  of  June,  1836. 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 
Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine. 
Cumberland  Bank,  Portland,  Maine. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta,  Maine. 
York  Bank,  Saco,  Maine. 

New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Commercial  Dank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Piacataqua  Bank,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  Maasacbuselta. 

Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Franklin  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Fulton  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Hancock  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Cbarolstown,  Massachusetts. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont. 

Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Mechanica  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  New  York. 

Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

8eventh  Ward  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Lafayette  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Phosnix  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tradesmen's  Bank,  New  Yotk,  N.  Y. 

Dry  Dock  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Merchants'  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Union  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

National  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Troy  Bank,  Troy,  New  York. 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey. 

State  Bank,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

State  Bank,  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Moymmensing  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


Merchants  and  Manufacturers'  Bank,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandywine,  Wilmington,  Dal. 
Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Bank  of  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia. 
Uank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Farmer's  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  Richmond,  Virginia- 
Bank  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  Carolina. 
Planter*  and  Mechanica'  Bank,  Charleaton,  8outh  Carolina. 
Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 
Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama. 
Union  Bank,  of  Louisiana,  and  branches.  New  Orleans,  La. 
Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
Planters' Bank  of  Mississippi,  and  branches,  Natehex,  Mies. 
Agricultural  Bsnk,  and  branches,  Natchez,  Mississippi. 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Planters'  Bank  and  branches,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Bank  of  Kentucky  and  branches,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Lexington,  and  branch  at 

Louisville,  Kentucky. 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Bunk  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Agency  of  Commercial  Bank,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
Bank  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Bank  of  Wooater,  Ohio. 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Bank  of  Cleveland  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Illinois  Bank,  at  Shawnee  town,  Illinois. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Farmers  and  Mechanica'  Bank  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

•Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Michigan. 

L.  * 

List  of  present  deposite  banks  under  the  act  of  June,  1880. 

People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 

^Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Insurance  Bsnk  of  Columbus,  Georgia. 

Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Kentucky. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  St.  Louis. 

M.  I. 

To  Collectors  of  the  Custom*. 
Treasury  Department,  May  12,  1837. 
If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  specie 
payments,  you  will  yourself  collect  and  keep  safely  in 
your  own  hands,  the  public  money  for  all  duties  at  your 
port,  until  further  directions  are  given  to  you  by  this  De- 
partment  how  to  deposite,  transfer,  or  pay  it.  You  must, 
of  course,  continue  to  adhere  to  the  existing  laws  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  former  instructions  of  the  Treasury,  in  re- 
spect to  the  kind  of  money  receivable  for  customs ;  and  by 
which  it  is  understood  to  be  your  duty  to  require  payments 
to  be  made  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of  specie-paving  banks 
that  arc  at  par.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  2. 

Circular  to  Receivers  of  Public  Honeys. 

Trkasurt  Department  May  12,  1837. 
If  the  hank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend  specie 
payments,  you  will  keep  iu  your  own  bands,  safely,  the 
public  money  you  have  in  possession,  or  may  hereafter  re- 

*  Discontinued  by  iu  request,  before  the  suspension  of  specie  par- 
nu  m*. 

t  Reappointed  when  resumed  specie  payments. 
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ceive,  till  further  directions  arc  given  to  you  by  this  De- 
partment how  to  deposite,  trausfer,  or  pay  it,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it. 

Yoo  will  report  to  this  Department,  weekly,  the  amount 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


N. 


*  ULney 


Customs  and 


Circular  instructions  to  Collectors  o 
Receivers  of  Public 

TaaasuxT  Dbpahtmbkt,  June  9,  1837. 
8ia:  Should  all  the  banks  in  your  vicinity  selected  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money  have  auapended  specie 
payments  at  any  time,  so  that  you  can  no  longer  legally 
deposits  in  them,  as  usual,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer, 
all  public  moneys  received  by  you,  except  such  soma  as 
rosy  be  required  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  your  of- 
fice, the  payment  of  debenture  cirtiftcatee  by  collectors,  dec 
in  other  words,  the  sums  you  would  formerly  have  placed 
in  bonk  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  State*, 
will,  under  the  present  arrangements,  be  placed  to  his 
credit,  in  a  separate  account,  on  the  books  of  your 
They  will  be  drawn  for,  by  him,  in  the  following 
and  no  other : 

1st  By  the  Treasurer's  draft  on  the  officer  having  funds 
to  his  credit  directing  the  payment ;  which  draft  will  be  re- 
corded by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  who  will  authenti- 
cate the  record  by  his  signature.  A  private  letter  of  ad- 
vice will  be  transmitted  by  ibe  Treasurer  in  each  case. 

2d.  By  a  transfer  draft,  signed  as  above,  and  approved  by 
the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  funds  to  some  other  point  where  they 
may  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Government. 

No  deduction  whatever  is  to  be  made  from  the  moneys 
placed  by  you  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  except  in  one 
of  these  two  modes,  until  they  can  be  lodged  by  you  with 
some  legal  depository. 

On  payment  of  any  draft,  the  party  to  whom  it  is  paid 
will  receipt  it.  You  will  note  on  it  the  day  of  payment, 
will  charge  it  on  the  same  day  to  the  Treasurer,  and  will 
transmit  it  to  him  with  the  return  of  his  account  in  which 
it  is  charged.  In  charging  these  pay  menu,  it  will  be  proper 
to  enter  each  draft  separately,  and  to  state  the  number  and 
kind  of  draft,  whether  transfer,  or  on  Treasury,  War,  or 
Navy  wurrunu,  and  the  amount. 

It  is  ahto  necessary  that  tho  Treasurer's  account  be  closed 
weekly,  with  the  conclusion  of  Saturday's  business,  and 
thereof  forwarded  in  duplicate— one  copy  to  the 
of  the  Treasury,  and  one  to  the  Treasurer. 


When  the  quarter  of  the  year  terminates  oti  any  other  day 
of  the  week,  the  account  should  be  closed  on  the  hut  day  of 
the  quarter— -leaving  for  an  additional  return  the  transac- 
tions from  that  time  to  the  close  of  the  week :  so  that 
the  receipts  nor  payments  of  diflerent  quartern  be 
"  in  one  return.  Punctuality  in  transmitting  the 
return  is  indi«]>enHsble. 

To  produce  uniformity  to  tho  manner  of  making  the  re- 
turns of  the  Treasurer's  account,  a  form  is  herewith  trans-  I 
mittrd.  For  the  purpose  of  binding,  it  is  requested  that 
they  be  made  on  p«|>er  of  nearly  the  some  size.  Your 
monthly  returns  must  be  rendered  to  the  Department  a* 
herei<»fjfe. 

When  the  public  money  shall  have  accumulated  in  your 

hands  to  an  amount  exceeding  dollars,  you  can  make 

a  special  d-po»iie  of  the  same,  in  your  name,  for  safe-keep- 
ing, in  the  nearest  bank  in  which  you  have  heretofore  de- 
posited the  public  money,  and  which  will  receive  the  same, 
to  be  held  by  it,  specially  subject  to  the  payment  of  checks 
•r  drafts  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
the  officer  by  whom  the  aame  has  been  deposited. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

of  the  Treasury. 


O. 

Extract  from  Treasury  report,  April  2W,  1790,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

As  connected  with  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
report,  the  Secretary  bets  leave,  in  the  last  place,  to  men- 
tion the  want  of  an  officer  in  each  State,  or  other  consider 
able  subdivision  of  the  United  States,  having  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  revenue  within 
such  State  or  such  division. 

Among  the  inconveniences  attending  it,  is  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  drawing  from  the  more  remote  porta  the  moneys 
which  are  there  collected.  As  the  course  of  business  cre- 
ates little  or  no  demand  at  the  seat  of  Government,  or  in 
its  vicinity,  for  drafts  upon  such  places,  negotiations,  in 
this  way  are  either  very  dilatory  or  impracticable  ;  neither 
does  the  circulation  of  bank  paper,  from  the  same  cause, 
extend  to  them.  This  embarrassment  would  be  remedied 
by  having  one  person  in  each  State,  or  in  a  district  of  the 
United  States  of  convenient  extent,  charged  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  all  the  moneys  arising  within  it,  and  placed,  in 
point  of  residence,  where  there  was  the  greatest  intercourse 
with  the  seat  of  Government  This  would  greatly  facili- 
tate negotiations  between  the  Treasury  and  distant  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  would  contribute  to  lessening  the  necessity 
of  the  transportation  of  specie. 

P. 

Statement  of  the  number  and  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
on  the  United  States  Bank  and  branches,  and  the  other 
banks,  which  were  depositaries  of  the  public  moneys, 
during  the  year  ending  December  81,  1884. 

EASTERN  STATES.  ~ 


No.  of  wsr 

ranis. 

Portland  - 

76 

#  1 12,020  00 

Portsmouth 

48 

146,752  00 

Boston  - 

296 

2,610,636  00 

8alem 

16 

56,960  00 

Providence  - 

80 

86,635  00 

Newport  - 

15 

16,724  00 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island 

14 

48,872  00 

Hartford  - 

14 

129,499  00 

Middletown,  Connecticut  - 

10 

2,215  00 

New  Haven 

43 

64,328  00 

Burlington  - 

41 

78,885  00 

608 

3,337,028  00 

New  London 

Bath 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

New  York  - 

874 

$6,276,628  00 

Utica  ... 

13 

8,278  00 

Buffalo 

21 

9,490  00 

Philadelphia 

438 

6,156,461  00 

Harrjsburg 

1 

8  00 

Pittsburg    -           -  - 

76 

88,978  00 

Baltimore  - 

237 

689.328  00 

Washington 

1,468 

4,163,631  00 

Georgetown 

1 

60,000  00 

Alexandria  -         -  - 

10 

2,041  00 

3,129 

IC.453,843  00 

Albany      -         -  - 

Newcastle  - 
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SOUTHERN  STATES. 


Richmond  - 

75 

$19«,358  00 

Norfolk  - 

111 

696,744  00 

Petersburg  « 

4 

11,104  00 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

44 

71,766  00 

Charleston,  South  Carolina  - 

152 

344,278  00 

StivRnn&th  —          —  ~ 

63 

164,370  00 

Augusta     -          -  - 

10 

4,182  00 

459 

1,488,792  00 

Fredericksburg 

Lynchburg 

SOUTHWESTERN  STATES 

Mobile 

128 

$540,174  00 

New  Orleans 

192 

988,651  00 

Netche*  - 

52 

161,633  00 

Nashville  - 

53 

115,931  00 

425 

1,796,289  00 

Columbus,  Mississippi 

WESTERN  STATES. 


8t.  Louis  - 
Louisville  - 
Lexington  - 
Cincinnati  - 
Detroit 

111 
47 
13 
96 

116 

$542,291  00 
211,248  00 
84,413  00 
632,971  00 
624,409  00 

383 

1,892,332  00 

SUMMARY. 

Eastern  Slates 
Middle  State. 

Southern  Slates     -  - 
Southwestern  States 
Western  States 

603 
3,129 
459 
425 
383 

(3,377,026  00 
16,463,843  00 
1,488,793  00 
1,796,289  00 
1,892,333  00 

4.999 

25,008,283  00 

Average  about  $5,000  for  each  warrant. 
Not  1  per  each  day  in  each  Slate. 
Not  1  per  each  week  in  some  Stales. 
About  4  each  day  in  Washinaton  city. 
About  2  each  day  in  New  York. 
Not  over  1  each  dsy  elsewhere  in  any  cai 


Q. 


ative  condition  ofdepotite  bank*  in  certain  pur ticu lorn  in  November,  1836,  and  in  March,  May,  July,  and 

Augtixt .  1 837* 


1st  Not.,  1836. 

1st  Mar.,  1837. 

1st  May,  1837. 

1st  July,  1837. 

l5thAug.,1837. 

IMMEDIATE  MEANS. 

Specie  - 

Notes  of  other  banks 

Due  from  other  banks 

IMMEDIATE  LIABILITIES. 
Circulation 

Due  to  banks  ... 

•   .  ~)  Treasurer  of  the  U.  Stales  - 

©*  5  >  Public  officers 

Q  8  j  Private  depotdles  - 

All  discounts 

#16,520,202 
16,412,324 
26,662,669 

$15,312,892 
17,671,447 
25,299,056 

$13,331,610 
11,484,769 
22,526,361 

$11,429,012 
10,333,914 
22,430,637 

$10,580,413 
9,645,489 
24,683,001 

58,695,195 

68,283,395 

47,342,730 

44,193,553 

44,808,843 

41,482,897 
24,083,161 
45,059,539 
4,318,446 
26,573,479 

44,837,595 
26,258,412 
38,960,294 
5,350,454 
29,967,429 

37,617,795 
24,590,245 
26,862,006 
6,264,052 
30,778,428 

31,779,874 
23,665,746 
21,039,335 
6,131,444 
30,112,970 

32,626,004 
25,083,891 
12,944,666 
4,574,076 
89,493,113 

141,517,622 

145,354,184 

125,109,526 

111,719,359 

104,720,750 

171,287,054 

154,227,992 

139,718,823 

130,597,192 

Condition  of  the  depotite  banks  on  or  about  June  15,  1887,  in  different  sections  of  the  country. 


REGION  IN  WHICH  SITUATED. 

Specie. 

Notes  of 

other  b'nks. 

Due  by 
other  b'nks. 

Due  ta 
other  b'nks. 

Private 
dejusiles. 

Public 
officers. 

Treasurer 
of  the  U  S 

Clrcula- 

ii  .n. 

New  England  Slates  . 
New  York 

N.  Jersey,  Penn,,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Dtst.  Col. 
Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia 
Alabama,  Mwiwippi,  Louisiana,  ami  Temieaae* 
Other  Western  Slates,  Including  Michigan 

•672,816 

1,772,610 
741,587 

2/*<vjs.i 

1,166,023 
4,174,977 

•1,085311 
ajni.stf 
1,393,212 

651,149 
1,734,01a 

•1349,296 

9,206,289 
1,977,216 
1460,(09 
2,60 1,9  12 

5,830,175 

•1,042^97 

7361,943 
2362337 
1306,150 
5375364 
31368,293 

*  •  .1 

10,765371 
3,4S7,014 
1,449364 
4320330 

2,733,9* 

•523364 

760,705 
1,763^46 
618377 

1,265391 
335/30 

•1,995,897 
4304,2»v 
2319,155 
1,470,627 
6,298,887 
7.251544 

•1  ,660,964 

4v258,ni0 
2.257,938 
6,S~»,459 
8373.9tl 
8,047308 

10,601,908 

8392,463  1  22327,979  |  22337,784 

273003* 

6^37,013 

24371/07 
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[25th  Cosa.  IttSssf. 


Treasurer's  weekly  statement,  showing  the  amount  at  hi*  credit  in  the  various  bank*  of  public  depwite  and  (he  mint, 
by  the  return*  received  to  Monday,  August  88,  1887,  the  amount  for  which  drafts  und  warrants  have  been  imied, 
and  were  then  unpaid,  and  the  amount  then  remaining  subject  to  hi*  draft. 


Aug.  19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
14 
SI 
19 
19 
19 

July  9 
Aug.  19 
19 
ft 
19 
28 
19 
81 
19 
19 
19 
81 
19 
91 
19 
81 
26 
18 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
80 
19 
19 
19 
1ft 
19 
19 

July  31 
Aug.  19 
26 
28 
36 
19 
31 

July  89 
Aug.  19 
19 
81 
19 
13 
18 
13 

July  83 
August  5 
July  81 
ft 


Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Maine,  - 
Cumberland  Bank,  do.  do. 
People's  Bank,  Bangor,  do. 
York  Bank,  8aco,  do. 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N. 
Commercial  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 
Piscataqua  Bank,  do. 
Merrimack  County  Bank,  Concord, 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 


Hampshire 

do. 

do.  - 
do. 

do.  - 
do.  - 


Commonwealth  Bank,  do.  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do.  do. 

Fulton  Bank,  do.  do. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  - 
Bank  of  Windsor,  Windsor,  Vermont, 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine, 
Metropolis.  Special, 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
Mechanic*'  Bank,  New  Haven,  do. 
Arcade  Bunk,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R.  Island,  - 
Mechanic*'  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany,  N.  York, 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  do.  - 

Bank  of  America,  do.  do.  - 

Mechanics'  Bank,  do.  do.  - 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.  do.  - 

Phainix  Bank,  do.  do.  • 

Tradesmen's  Bank,  do.  do.  • 

Dry  Dock  Company,         do.  do.  - 

Merchant's  Bank,  do.  do.  - 

Union  Bank,  do.  do.  - 

National  Bank,  do.  do.  • 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do.  - 

Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn,  do.  - 

Commercial  Bank  at  Burial o,  do.  - 

Troy  Bank  at  Troy,  New  York,  - 
Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey, 
State  Bank  at  Newark,  do 
Slate  bank  nt  Elizabeth,  do 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
Moyamcnsing  Bank,  do  do  - 

Bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  - 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  - 
Franklin  Bank,  do  do 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia, 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia,  - 
Branch  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  - 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond,  do 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Winchester,  do  - 
Bank  of  the  State  of  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  - 
Planters  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Charleston,  8.  C.  - 
Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  Sooth  Carolina  - 
Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  Georgia,  - 
Bank  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  ... 
Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus  at  Columbus,  Ga.  - 
Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama, 
Union  Bank  of  Loosiana  and  Branches,  N.  O.  La. 
Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
Planters'  B'k  of  Miss-  and  br'cbes,  Natchez,  Miss. 

hex,  Miss.  - 


Wimmi  hctdcr  !    Sublet  to  <!r»ft, 
tors  drawn,  but    I  exclusive  of  irans- 
nr*  yet  |«u!  though     frra,  nut  .  n.crod 
payable.  by  I 


$54,245  33 

$35,639 

88 

23,859  15 

15,360 

00 

20,637  97 

8,000 

* 

00 

83  42 

62 

43 

7,848  64 

7,848 

64 

88,777  81 

80 

00 

8,814  60 

8,814 

60 

33,678  46 

10,148 

96 

33,783  00 

8, 200 

00 

33,375  00 

9,700 

00 

21,820  76 

31,820 
18,336 

78 

24,920  98 

97 

16,800  00 
17,780  67 

17,736 

67 

6ft  49 

86 

49 

603  16 

603 

16 

18,818  08 

15,150 

00 

140,641  63 

13,784  11 

8,390 

00 

18,846  07 

14,930 

00 

1,616  36 

1,616 

36 

8,816  81 

801 

56 

31,034  86 

31,034 

88 

226,880  93 

187,699 

97 

429,037  16 

817,144 

46 

255,044  88 

376, 886 

66 

39,000  00 

60,000 

00 

8,438  08 

8,438 

08 

21,000  00 
40,000  00 
62,500  00 

6,000 

00 

30,000 

00 

53,817 

17 

63,768  93 

36,030 

00 

31,994  13 

1,600 

00 

16,000  00 

15,000 

00 

94,616  86 

5,040 

00 

99,61.1  76 

87,775 

88 

30  00 

SO 

00 

34,756  60 

34,756 

00 

60,750  43 

26,044 

00 

20,000  00 

16,796 

00 

249,934  36 

159,866 

98 

6,631  57 

2,906  67 

2,906 
86,336 

67 

819,293  06 

38 

60,915  19 

49,280 

03 

3,163  83 

2,163 

79 

73,426  98 

831 

60 

174,905  76 

11,565 

88 

148,467  95 

46,179 

09 

7,336  88 

7,386 
59,610 

88 

146,030  12 

00 

60,646  78 

60,404 

74 

60,949  33 

61,737 

13 

130,065  17 

75,395 

65 

37,169  53 

87,169 

63 

5,035  00 
1,020,856  26 

6,095 

00 

213,938 

69 

586,066  03 

64,995 

16 

863,956  98 

334.178 

46 

895,308  67 

87,716 
170,595 

08 

849, 0C5  04 

00 

#18,605  76 
8,609  16 
12,537  97 


28,757  81 

13,439  60 
16,632  00 
18,67ft  00 

6,684  01 
16,800  00 


8,168  08 
140,641  68 
4,894  11 
8,915  07 

3,615  28 

89,180  95 
811,8S3  11 


16,000  00 
80,000  00 
10,182  83 
16,728  99 
30,494  13 

89,576  35 
61,837  88 


24,706  49 
3,204  00 

90,057  87 
6,521  67 

132,946  78 
18,670  16 
9  04 
73,195  48 
163,340  40 
102,288  32 


i/.iw  19- 
348  04 

64,669  52 


808,993  67 
531,070  89 
629,778  53 
857,592  59 
678.470  04 
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8TATEMENT  R._ Continued. 


Date  of  lank 

1 

« .'trranu  hereto- 

Subjf^cl lo  draft,  px- 

In  what  Bauks. 

On  deposit*,  liy  Inst 
return*. 

fore  drawn,  but  not 

cliwuo  nf  lran»l">  rs. 

yet  paid  though 
payable. 

not  entered  ujr 
banks. 

/\Ug.  J* 

T'ntrtii  Tt  i  1 1  If  <if  Ti>nnpd^f>    TNT  nun  v  1 1  li* 

1    IIIUI1    1J.1I1H.  Ul      1  t_  1 1 1  It  »><  r  f    11  UMU  >  al  11  « 

k  .11111*1*    utwiaV  nnu  nraiicui  b,  n  hku  >  nit ,    j  cim. 
lUnl  of  Ktantiiplt  v  nml  hrtnrhM    1  r»n  i  »v  1 1  1  n    Kv  - 

o  I  o  OAK  ft  1 

Oil  QQ7  QC 

oq  Qfl7  AA 

■  * 

19 

601,113  17 

221  41Q  HA 

CI    1  M  °k 

ow,  I  o  i   -  h 

to,  1/1  OO 
VI 1  QAn  Ql 

19 

T  rtliievilLt  ^nvimrii  I  txat  1 1 1\ It  All  IContllrlfV 

IlUUIIf  1 11(3  C*«a  »                ■  IISlllUlU'll,    I\tlHUC*J  |  ™ 

OR  4  fit  9.1 

19 

1  if 

Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  Kentucky 

inc.  QQI  AC 

in",  491    1  *v 

19 

Do.              do       Lexington,      do  - 

An  nnn  nrt 

19 

S  9 

1  "ItMtiin    It'jTil/   t\t     (  '  i « 1  ii  r»  >  htm     (  t  )i  i  n 

vv  1 1 ii 1 1 mi  i j  tin iv  vi   \vuiuuiuui}  vyiiii'i              »  » 

4  1  9  71 

1AQ  79 

'in  nn 

19 

KrnnLlin  Knnlc  nf  ( \.[iimlni«    Ohin  . 

r  illllhllil   UtlllK  Ul    V  1IIUI1IL»U»,   V/lllWi               ■  ■ 

■i4  fill  M 

1 A  Mil  27 

1A  r, "  1  If! 

Id 

lUnlr  r»f  PhillirntKo  ("Hn,> 

liniik  '>i  v  nwitcoiiie,  vsuiOg.  - 
Franklin  Rant     Pinr.nnsfi  Ohin 

r  ran  Klin  uank,  1  iiuiiinui,  unio.           -  • 

1  QU  NA9  mi 

ra  9Q9  nn 

DO,  OS*  UV 

10 

4UO,  I  U«J    1  o 

«4  nnn  nn 

97n  m  i  ta 

Ifl 
1  Sr 

,1  rrt  ennes*  i  d  1    Tl  rartlr     J  *  irtrimtllt 
1  j  i» in  nit  i  r  1  a  1    O  ill  1  Ii  f   V  I  111  11 1 1 1  J  ll ,   v  '  1 1 1  <  J  j         *  • 

1.17  Qll  S4 
Off,       1  *>t 

olio,  .10  1    f  f 

i 

41 

Agency  of  do.  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 

589,337  63 

357,804  10 

999  1 99  "19 

1  CP 

DiIIIr    IM      »  »  U'.'sil  f(    i  'ilJi',                                                ■  *• 

60,683  75 

27  2  Ml  OO 

1  A  97  1   I  r. 

19 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland,  Ohio  - 

60,683  76 

31 

Bank  of  Cleveland,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

Br.  of  State  Bank  of  Indiana  Indianopolis,  fnd.  - 

Branch  of  8tate  Bank  of  Indians  at  Madison  Ind.  • 

80,097  43 

13,311  53 

6,885  90 

13 

11,757  97 

630  93 

11,127  05 

19 

139,375  87 

139,375  87 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  - 

349,303  33 

349,303  33 

13 

Branch  of  8tate  Bank,  at  Lawrence  burg,  do 

333,793  46 

634  08 

333,159  38 

19 

Branch  of  State  Bank  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 

80,000  00 

30,000  00 

6 

II  inoia  Bank  at  Bhawneetown,  Illinois,  - 

39,795  90 

870  60 

38,925  30 

13 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan,  - 
Fanners  and  Mechanice*  Bank  of  Detroit,  Micht.  ■ 

621,993  38 
376,057  63 

304,635  00 
44,710  00 

417,458  33 

19 

331,347  63 

36 

Mint  to  procure  metal  for  coining, 

835,875  00 

3,000  00 

833,875  00 

$13,353,910  33 

*3,877,468  19 

'#9,430,6-14  04 

•  In  consequence  of  outstanding  transfer  drafts  between  banks  nnt  yet  entered  upon  tlinae  returns,  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  this  sum  and  the  true  amount,  which  is  $9,333,068  13.  Deducting  the  amount  of  8taie  transfers  for  the 
third  instalment  issued  in  favor  of  the  States  and  unpaid,  which  is  $1,165,576  38,  there  remains  in  the  banks,  subject 
to  draft,  the  aum  of  $8,166,493  85. 

TmK*aoB«»'a  Office,  August  30,  1837.  JOHN  CAMPBELL. 


8. 

Tkkasdht  Dkpartmkitt, 

May  34,  1837. 
To  the  Pbksibsjit  of  the  United  Stales: 

Si* :  In  consequence  of  the  recent  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  most  of  the  bsnks  in  which  the  disbursing  of. 
fiocrs  of  the  Government  made  their  depositcs  of  public 
money,  the  undersigned  has  deemed  it  proper  to  lake  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  effect  of  that  meas- 
ure upon  those  depontcs;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
submits  the  following  recommendations  to  the  President: 

1st.  That  all  those  officers  be  instructed,  by  the  several 
departments  to  which  they  belong,  to  make  their  subse- 
quent depositcs  in  those  banks  only  which  pay  specie,  if 
such  can  conveniently  be  resorted  to  for  ihst  purpose. 

3d.  That  in  the  event  of  their  being  none  such,  they  are 
to  be  instructed  to  deposite  in  those  banks  which  are  willing 
to  give,  and  do  give,  such  written  obligation  as  the  nearest 
district  attorney  of  the  United  Slates  may  deem  sufficient 
and  safe  to  secure  the  return  of  the  depositee  punctually, 
when  wanted,  in  such  kind  of  money  as  was  placed  in  said 
banks;  and 

3d.  That  the  existing  depositee  of  those  officers,  when- 
ever not  now  in  such  bank*,  and  not  soon  expended,  be 
withdrawn,  and  placed  within  them  as  far  as  practicable. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Approved:  M.  Van  Bcrkx,  President. 

Let  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  each  department. 

M.  VAN  BUREN,  President. 


rirmlar  to  Colltctvrt 


T. 


I  rtctictrw  ofyubUc  tnmtyi. 


Tbsasvry  Dbfastmkjo,  May  17, 1837. 
Sib  :  You  will  receive,  enclosed,  the  blank  form  in  which  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  Suites  will,  hereafter,  istun  his  drafts,  in  conwntent 
sums  for  payments  to  the  credium  of  the  Government,  and  fur  ad- 
vances madV,  in  pursuance  of  law,  to  disbursing  officers,  with  Uio 
■isnaUirrs  of  the  Treasurer  and  Krgister  written  un  its  face,  fur  infor- 
mation as  to  their  hsnd  writ  urn; 

The  wsrrantsoo  which  these  drafts  may  tie  issued  will  l»  reuined 
in  th*  possrtwion  of  the  Treasurer ;  and  the  drafts  will  l«  directed  for 
payment,  either  to  a  cashier  of  a  liank,  s  collector  of  the  customs,  or 
a  receiver  of  puolic  moneys,  as  the  convenience  of  Mas  service  may 
require.  ForsrcaiiT  safety,  notice  will  be  given  by  the  Treasurer  to 
the  Umk,  collector,  or  receiver,  on  whom  they  shall  be  drawn,  atatinc 
the  ilmc,  number,and  amount  nf  each  draft  drawn  on  Ihetn  respectively, 
and  also  the  name  of  the  person  or  i-rraoiia  in  whose  favor  they  issue. 

If  the  drifts  on  Uio  banks  be  ik*  seasonably  discharged  on  present- 
mem.  the  collectors  and  receivers  rtre  re,|«irs»ed  to  redeem  them  by  re- 
eeivin»  lie  in  in  lavmeni  lor  duties  or  public  lands,  pruvided  that  be- 
fore ihi  y  shall  be  n'-ceivcd  by  any  such  collector  or  receiver,  a  cenifi- 
eate  that  they  have  been  prop  rlv  presented  to  the  bank,  and  not  paid, 
ahull  l.pfurmshe.1  This  certificate  will  t*  eiv'"  on  the  >*ck  of  ihetn 
by  the  cashier  of  the  hank  on  which  they  are  drawn  ;  or,  on  his  fail- 
tire  to  five  such  certificate,  or  his  siirruilure  not  belnf  know  n  or  veri- 
fied to  the  i  ollecuir  and  the  receiver,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Stales,  on  *  return  of  ihe  checks  to  him,  and  his  being  convinced,  by 
any  evuleu.-e,  tliat  the  bonk  declines  to  pay  them  In  s  maimer  satis- 
factory to  the  h  tier,  will  himself  make  a  certificate  thereon,  which 
will  justify  the  nloive  named  officers  in  taking  them  up  in  the  manner 
before  descritjeil. 

The  drafts  so  received  by  you  will  immediately  lie  Cancelled  by  a 
cmis  with  Ink.  on  then  fare,  aud  a  hole  rut  through  the  centre  of  them. 
Reiainine  a  sch'ibile  ol  the  numbers  and  amount  of  each,  you  will 
ihen  transmit  them,  weekly,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sistes ; 
ami  the  officers  by  whom  they  were  taken  up  will,  on  their  receipt  by 
the  Treasurer,  obtain  credits  in  their  accounts  with  the  United  Sistes 
fur  the  amount  of  such  as  are  correct,    VkU  will  also  return  to  hint , 

sinount  of  checks  tsken  up,  and  of 


weekly,  a  statement  of  the  gross  I 
the  eross  smouiK  of  money  ou  hand 
The  bsuks  on  which  these  chect 


U^K^h^'V^er 


checks  sre  drawn,  if  paying  them,  will 
dar  manner  as  lu  cancelling  and  returning 


LEVI  WOODBURY,  Sfccrefory  tftht  Trtaiurj 
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[25th  Co  xo.  1st  Bess. 


V. 

Tkba^lrt  pEriHTMEXT,  July  3,  1887. 

Sie  :  Replies  having,, in  most  cases,  been  received  to  my 
circular,  sddressed  in  .May  last  to  the  cashiers  of  those  de- 
pocitc  banks  which  had  suspended  specie  payment*,  I  now 
propose  lo  submit  a  few  remarks  to  your  consideration, 
growing  out  of  t hone  replies,  and  out  of  events  which  have 
since  transpired  in  connexion  with  your  relations  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

1.  It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  find,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  inquiry  coucerning  payment  and  security,  a  great 
willingneas  expressed  to  make  the  United  Slate*  amply 
safe  for  the  eventual  payment  of  all  that  is  due,  and  a  strong 
conviction  entertained  by  the  hank*  that  no  loss  will  be 
ultimately  sustained  by  the  Government.  But,  whenever 
reasonable  doubts  on  this  subject  have  arUen  with  the  De- 
partment, steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  additional  se- 
curity, or  to  withdraw  the  public  funds  more  rapidly,  if 
possible,  than  was  otlierwiso  intended.  And  a  part  of  the 
object  of  this  communication  is  lo  apprize  you  that  such 
will  be  the  course  which  a  sense  of  duty  must  require  roe 
to  continue  to  pursue  in  regard  to  any  bank  who#c  condi- 
tion may  appear  doubtful,  while  the  relation  of  debtor  and 
creditor  exist*  between  it  and  the  Treasury. 

2.  Another  portion  of  that  circular  communicated  in- 
formation concerning  the  leuient  mode  which,  under  the 
severe  losses  experienced  by  many  of  the  banks  from  mer- 
cantile failures,  and  under  the  embarrassments  to  others, 
caused  by  panic  and  want  of  confidence,  was  contemplated 
to  be  adopted  in  recalling  the  public  funds.  That  mode 
was  by  such  moderate  drafts  and  transfers  as  the  public 
necessities  should,  from  time  to  time,  demand ;  and  an  ear- 
nest request  having  been  made  for  a  satisfactory  compliance 
with  it  on  the  part  of  the  bank*,  assurances  have  generally 
been  given  of  a  readiness  to  answer  those  calls  with  prompt- 
itude, and  in  an  acceptable  manner.  But,  though  it  is 
gratifying  to  add  that,  in  most  cases,  these  assurances  huve 
since  been  fulfilled,  and  something  like  three  millions  of 
dollars  of  public  immey  b.ave  been  paid  over  by  the  discon- 
tinued banks  since  the  12th  of  May  last,  and,  in  a  few  in- 
stances, all  which  was  on  hand;  and  though  about  nine 
millions  more  are  expected  to  be  paid  early  in  July,  yet, 
iu  some  eases,  proper  efforts  and  sacrifices  do  not  appear 
to  havu  been  made  to  discharge  their  important  obligations 
to  tue  Treasury.  In  such  cases,  and  especially  where  the 
neglect  produced  serious  inconvenience  to  our  fiscal  opera- 
tions, or  injury  to  the  public  credit,  the  Department  has 
felt  compelled,  by  its  responsibility  to  the  Government,  to 
take  preparatory  measures  suitable  to  obtain  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  enforce  those  obligations  in  future.  It  will 
feel  obliged  lo  adopt  such  measures  hereafter  in  all  Hinilar 
in stances ;  and,  though  its  moderation  and  lenity  have  been, 
and  will  be,  as  great  as  is  supposed  to  be  justifiable,  tbey 
must  not  be  misconstrued  into  inilillcrcace  or  forget  I'ulncpe 
of  what  is  due  as  well  from  the  banka  as  lo  the  public 
creditors  and  the  United  States. 

The  location  of  several  of  the  banks,  and  the  small 


amount  of  public  money  in  their  possession,  will  exempt 
them  from  many  calls  at  present,  and  enable  them  easily 
to  meet  such  as  are  made.  But  the  situation  of  others  will, 
under  nil  just  forbearance,  render  the  calls  upon  them  more 
frequent  and  imperative,  and  will  require,  as  it  is  hoped 
they  will  receive,  a  correspondent  exertion  to  answer  them. 
Such  exertion,  it  is  believed,  will  in  the  end  be  far  better 
for  all  concerned,  though  accompanied  by  some  temporary 
sacrifices,  than  lo  suffer  loss  of  character,  by  incurring  the 
imputation  of  a  continued  violation  of  essential  duties,  and 
by  es posing  the  Treasury  to  embarrassment,  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors  and  office  is  to  severe  injuiy. 

The  Department  cannot  rrcognUe  the  right  of  any  for- 
mer depository  to  be  exempted  from  paying  *|*eiic  to  the 

Voi.  MV.-A  7 


public  creditor,  if  insisted  on  by  him ;  it  being  due,  in  both 
honor  and  good  faith,  as  well  to  him  as  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  true  thai  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  when  wanted 
has  been  somewhat  enhanced,  and  this,  at  ihe  time  when 
demands  for  it  arc  increased,  and  the  ability  of  some  of  the 
banks  is  weakened  by  the  failures  of  some  of  their  custom- 
ers. But  these  are  obstacles  which  are  by  no  means  insu- 
perable, and  which,  when  occurring,  it  is  the  duty,  and  it 
is  hoped  will  be  the  de-ire,  of  every  bank  to  make  efforts  to 
remove,  at  any  reasonable  expense  and  trouble. 

3.  The  returns  of  the  condition  of  the  selected  banks, 
which  were  requested  lo  be  continued,  huvc  generally  been 
made  with  promptitude  and  regularity.  But  while  it  is 
very  satisfactory  to  see,  in  most  cases,  a  reduction  in  dis- 
counts and  circulation,  and  which  course  ia  the  most  ef- 
ficient to  euro  one  of  the  existing  evils  in  banking,  and  to 
enable  Iho  institutions  which  have  suspended  specio  pay- 
ments lo  resume  them  at  an  early  day,  and  with  much 
greater  safety,  it  is  regretted  that,  in  a  few  instances  this 
course  has  not  been  adopted.  But  whenever  departed  from 
in  surh  a  crisis,  the  error  has  tended,  and  most  tend  here- 
after, to  impiir  the  confidence  of  the  Department  in  tho 
sound  management  of  the  institution,  and  lo  justify  cuch 
"tcps  as  may  lead  to  a  more  speedy  withdrawal  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  lo  the  procurement  of  increased  security. 

4.  Such  a  departure,  also,  is  likely  to  delay  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments,  concerning  which  the  views  of  the 
former  deposile  banks  were  requested  in  that  circular,  and 
have  generally  been  since  presented.  Without  claiming 
the  right  to  interfere  on  this  subject  beyond  the  deep  solici- 
tude and  interest  felt  by  the  Treasury  Department  concern- 
ing Iho  condition  and  conduct  of  all  its  debtors,  and  beyond 
its  duty  vigilantly  to  examine  into  those  points  when  indul- 
gences are  sought  or  granted,  the  inquiries  before  mention- 
ed were  made  on  these  accounts  alone.  It  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  regret  lo  find,  in  most  of  the  explanations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  sus|>ending  as  well  as  resuming  specie  payments, 
that  the  action  of  one  bank  has  been  made  to  depend  so 
exclusively  on  that  of  others.  The  location,  losses,  liabili- 
ties, and  means  of  the  banks,  were  and  still  sre  very  dif- 
ferent among  themselves,  as  well  as  in  different  quarters  of 
the  country.  In  illustration  of  this  remark,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  several  of  them,  as  in  tho  Eastern  8tatcs  in  ' 
1814,  have  actually  continued  to  pay  specio,  and  many 
others  appear  lo  have  had  ample  ability  to  do  it,  if  moro 
courage,  energy,  and  independence  had  fortunately  been 
united  with  their  great  available  means.  Since  the  panic 
has  in  some  degree  subsided,  and  the  opportunity  baa  been 
enjoyed  for  lessening  balances,  discounts,  and  circulation, 
and  when  so  much  more  can  be  done,  in  this  respect,  with- 
out  causing  distress,  in  consequeuce  of  the  diminished  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  aud  the  smaller  demand  for  money, 
it  is  lo  be  lamented  that  a  more  general  effort  has  not  been 
made  to  resume  specie  payments  at  the  earliest  day  practi- 
cable and  safe.  It  is  true  that  a  few  banks  very  commend - 
ably  have  already  resumed,  and  are  in  the  successful  dis- 
charge of  their  plain  legal  obligations,  though  on  a  reduced 
scale  in  business  and  profits ;  and  that  others  are  efficiently 
attempting  lo  place  themselves  in  a  similar  position.  But, 
from  the  replies  to  my  inquiries,  the  inclination  seems  to 
be  too  prevalent  for  the  banks  in  one  city,  county,  State, 
or  large  region  of  country,  to  postpone  the  measure  till  all 
others  in  the  Union  are  ready  and  willing  to  unite.  Their 
positions,  in  various  respects,  are  essentially  ui-bke,  though 
in  general  very  strong.  The  condition  of  the  former  dc- 
posite  banks,  as  a  whole,  is  believed  to  be  stronger  now,  as 
to  specio  compared  with  circulation,  or  immediate  means  lo 
meet  immediate  liabilities,  so  as  readily  to  sustain  specie 
payments  under  ordinary  circumstances,  than  has  been  the 
condition  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States  at  any  for- 
mer pciiod  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  Their  specie, 
on  cm  average,  U  about  one  to  three  of  their  circulation,  and 
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their  immediate  means  nearly  one  to  two  and  a  half  of  their 
immediate  liabilities.  But,  in  some  large  sections  of  coun- 
try, the  specie  is  in  a  ratio  quite  30  per  cent,  greater,  while 
in  others  it  is  leas.  The  want  of  confidence  in  some  places, 
and  the  effect*  of  losses  in  others,  and  which  constitute  the 
only  other  principal  differences  in  the  ability,  at  different 
peiiuda,  to  sustain  such  payments,  have  not  extended  in 
the  same  dogrco  to  all  places,  and  have  already  diminished 
much  more  in  some  of  them  than  in  othors. 

It  is  therefore  earnestly  hoped  that,  by  prudent  and  per- 
severing efforts,  a  resumption  of  specie  payments  ran  be  ef- 
fected at  no  very  remote  day,  and  successfully  maintained 
by  many  of  those  institutions  indebted  to  the  Treasury. 
So  far  as  this  Department  has  power  to  encourage  such  ef- 
forts, it  has  done,  and  cheerfully  will  do  it,  wbilo  the  ex- 
isting laws  rcraaiu  unrepealed,  by  giving  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  holding  all  kinds  of  public  deposites  to  such  banks 
as  pay  specie.  But,  beyond  thst,  Congress  and  the  States) 
alone  can  lawfully  extend  other  ascistanee. 

You  will  moio  readily  excuse  my  anxiety  on  this  topic, 
when,  besides  the  reasons  before  slated,  you  are  assured  of 
iho  strong  convictions  entertained  by  this  Department  that 
the  resumption  of  specie  pay  incuts,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ac- 
complished by  any  reasonable,  cxeitions  or  sacrifice*,  would 
not  only  increase  the  facilities  of  our  fiscal  operations,  and 
much  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  creditors,  but 
tend  to  remove  many  reproaches  from  the  banking  inslitu-  j 
tions  thcmsrlvex,  and  to  preserve  a  strong  sense  of  moral 
obligation  to  discharge  faithfully,  so  far  as  able,  every  duty 
imposed  by  law. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURV, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  CssniKR  nf  . 


UNEXPENDED  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  information  rcyuirea  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  Wth  instant,  in  rtlalinn  tj  the  amount  »f  ap- 
propriation* of  the  past  and  the  present  years  remain- 
ing unexpended,  *\c.  September  IS,  1837.  Read,  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

T*»:»m  ni  Dwixi  Mtxr, 

September  14,  1837. 
8ta  :  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  pnsscd  on  the  1 1th  instant : 

«•  Rtsohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
reeled,  with  as  little  del-iy  as  po».«il.|e,  to  communicate  to 
this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  nf  the  pH*t 
and  present  years  remaining  unexpended ;  the  amount  re- 
quired to  fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  June  last,  and  all  existing  engagements 
contracted  since  that  time ;  alwn,  the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  dis- 
bursing officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day  of  May  |a«t  and 
at  the  present  lime;  ond  that  he  ulso  report  whal'ohjects  of 
public  expenditure  can  with  the  IcaM  injury  to  the  public 
service  be  cither  wholly  dispensed  with  during  the  present 
year,  or  bear  any  material  reduction. " 

The  tabular  statement  annexed  .Jiowb,  ns  desired,  "  the 
amount  of  the  appropriations  of  the  past  and  present  venre 
remaining  unexpended*'  to  be  <24,075,239  37.  (A.) 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  "  the  amount  of  money 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the  hamls  of  dis- 
bursing officers  or  agents  on  the  first  day  .if  May  last,  and 
at  the  present  time,"  I  would  state  that,  at  Iho  fun  tier 
period,  it  appeals  to  have  been  $5,26-1,053  95,  and  at  the 
letter  $5,049,540  76.  It  may  be  useful  to  edd,  thst  both 
are  much  larger  than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in 


consequence  of  the  unu  ual  i 
of  the  mini. 

In  relation  to  "  what  objects  of  public  expenditure  < 
with  leant  injury  to  the  public  service,  be  either  wholly 
dispensed  with  during  the  present  year,  or  bear  any  materia! 
reduction,"  I  would  observe  that  a  minute  and  critics  I 
examination  on  thin  point  was  instituted  in  May  hut  by  this 
Department. 

The  re»ult  of  it  was,  that  enough  could  and  would  be 
postponed  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  about  $15,000,000. 

Consequently,  the  expenditures  during  the  present  year 
were  r st i mated  in  my  recent  report  upon  that  basis.  After 
every  delay  of  them  which  the  public  interests  may  permit, 
it  is  therefore  expected  that,  of  the  outstanding  appropria- 
tions, now  exceeding  £24,000,000,  not  much  over  nine 
millions  will  necessarily  be  required  to  1*  expended  during 
the  residue  of  the  year. 

Since  this  resolution  passed,  further  inquiries  on  this 
|H>iul  were  instituted,  in  connexion  with  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government ;  but  the  result  cannot  I*  essen- 
tially varied  from  that  to  which  the  Department  arrived 
last  spring. 

The  particular  beads  of  appropriations  that  it  is  supposed 
need  not  and  will  not  be  expended  in  full  dnring  the  year, 
and  the  amounts  under  each,  are  very  numerous  and  difli- 
cult  to  be  prepared ;  but,  if  desired,  will  be  submitted 
(hereafter)  with  aa  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  only  rcmuining  inquiry  is  «Mhe  amount  required  to 
fulfil  all  existing  engagements  contracted  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  Juno  last,  and  all  existing  engagements  contracted 
since  that  time." 

Each  Department  has  been  requested  to  furnish  a  state- 
ment on  this  subject  as  early  as  it  can  be  completed.  But 
some  delay  being  unavoidable,  it  has  in  the  mean  time  been 
deemed  advisable  to  submit  immediately  ttie  answers  to  the 
•ihcr  portions  of  flic  resolution.  Those  statements  taiH 
lie  made  as  comprehensive  as  possible,  bat  can  of  course 
relate  to  only  a  small  part  of  the  whole  appropriations  of 
Congress,  which  it  h-ia  been  and  will  be  necessary  to  ex- 
pend during  the  year.  All  salaries  of  judicial,  executive, 
or  other  officers— the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse— 
the  pay  and  subsistence  in  both  the  army  and  navy— ell 
pensions— all  Indian  annuities — all  private  bills  which  have 
passed— many  miscellaneous  appropriations,  with  scleral 
other  items — stand  independent  of  any  special  enpagpn'cnts 
or  contracts  made  by  any  public  officers,  and  cannot  there- 
fore enter  into  this  computation. 
Respectfully,  vours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  nf  the  Treasury 

H^n  J.  K.  PotK. 

Speaker  of  the  House  nf  Representatives 

A. 

Statement  of  (he  amount  of  appropriations  of  the  past 
>r»d  present  years  remaining  unexpended  on  the  1  Ifh 
September,  1837,  inclusive,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  if 
the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  1  \th  intt.,  viz. 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  the  31st 

December,  1880,      -  >  -  516,752,283  00 

Appropriations  made  at 
the  second  session  of 
the  24th  Congress, 
exclusive  of  the  Post- 
office  Department,   -$28,575,837  10 

Specific  and  indefinite 
appropriations  made 
by  former  acts  of  Con- 

3,824,250  10 
  31,400,087  50 

48,132,370  59 
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Pay  Member*  of  Congress  in  Specie,  d/c . 


[25th  Con*.  1st  8111. 


of  the  United  Stairs  from 
the  lit  January  to  the  1  Ith  September, 
1837,  -  -  -  34,01 


Leaving  balances  of 
September,  1837 


llth 


f?4,0?5.239  37 


TBtA«UBY  Dbfartkbit, 

iutii'i  Orncx,  September  12,  1887. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


PAY  MEMBERS  OP  CONGRESS  IN  SPECIE,  &c     m'"°Cr  f 

  !  plain  ami 

Letter  from  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  tki  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  1 1/A  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
offer  to  pay  members  of  Congress  in  specie,  dc.  Sep- 
tember 15,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbcascit  Duaktxbvt.  September  14,  1837. 

S»:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  pa^cd  the  llth  ioetant: 

"Resolved,  That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report  to 
thi»  Hounc  whether  a  lef.er,  purporting  to  be  addressed  by 
him  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  offering  payment  in  specie 
to  members  of  Con-re**,  is  authentic;  if  so,  to  what  other 
claimant*  on  the  Treasury  a  similar  oner  has  be 
and  what  principle  of  discrimination,  if  any, 
adopt*!  in  the  medium  of  payment  to  the  public 
Also, 

"That  he  report,  so  far  as  now  ascertained,  the  amount 
of  opecie  received  by  the  Government  since  the  brut  day  of 
May  laai;  the  sources  from  whence  derived,  and  the  amount 
from  each;  the  regulations  undei  which  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  haa  been  diaborsed ;  the  persona  to  whom  paid, 
•nd  the  sums  paid  to  each;  the  amount  now  on  hand,  and 
where  deposited:  also,  whether,  since  the  date  above,  the 
public  due*  or  any  portion  thereof  have  boon  received  in  pro- 
tested drafts,  or  any  funds  other  than  thoss  prescribed  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April,  1816." 

The  first  inquiry  is,  "whether  a  letter  purporting  to  be 
addressed  by  him  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  offering  pay. 
men t  in  specie  to  members  of  Congress,  ia  authentic." 
The  undersigned  did  addreat  a  letter  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Huuse  of  Re  preventative*,  n  copy  of  which  ia  anneied, 
(A  1,)  and,  on  the  same  day,  another  letter  of  like  import 


indispensable  to  perform  the  disagreeable  task  of  making 
some  discrimination  in  paying  out  what  specie  the  Treasu- 
ry had  ;  otherwise  the  Department  would  have  been  com- 
polled  to  resort  to  a  course  still  more  objectionable — a  gen- 
eral and  absolute  refusal  to  pay  the  specie  on  hand,  or 
which  might  he  collected,  to  any  public  creditor  whatever. 
As  the  act*  of  Congress  seemed  imperatively  to  require  that 
specie  or  it*  equivalent  should  be  alone  paid  whenever  de- 
sired, if  it  could  be  procured,  such  a  refusal  would  have  in- 
volved the  Departn»ent  in  the  guilt  or  folly  of  paying  noth- 
ing in  conformity  to  law,  because  it  was  not  able  in  that 
manner  to  pay  every  thing.  It  would  have  violated  the 
plain  and  imperative  directions  of  Congree*  in  all  ca*cw, 
and  where  no  necessity  dieted  to  do  it,  and  no  inability  to 
obey  them  could  be  pretended,  because  that  necessity  and 
inability  happened  to  exist  in  some  cases,  and  only  to  a 
limited  extent ;  consequently,  an  obligation  to  pay  the 
specie,  so  far  a*  the  Department  waa  able,  seemed  no  less 
reasonable  than  legal.  But  s«  no  act  of  the  Legislature 
pointed  oat  the  kind  of  discrimination  to  be  adopted  in  such 
an  emergency,  it  became  indispensable  for  tho  Department 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  on  the  whole  subject,  regu- 
lating it  by  the  circumstance*  of  the  various  cases  and  the 
straitened  extent  of  its  means.  Thi*  was  done  by  miking 
the  offer  of  full  or  part  payment  when  it  appeared  to  be  re- 
requited  by  the  peculiar  character  of  some  of  the  claims, 
the  usages  of  the  Department,  or  the  necessities  of  certain 
branches  of  the  public  service.  The  local  position  of  much 
of  the  specie  in  the  Treasury,  in  respect  to  the  residence  of 
many  of  the  creditors,  furnished  in  some  cases  another 
guble.  But,  in  adopting  an  unavoidable -disci iminution, 
the  endeavor  haa  been  to  make  it  as  little  invidious  a*  |k>s- 
sible,  and,  in  no  cases,  t«  it  believed,  whatever  import! 


to  the  .Secretary  of  t 


-Neither  of 


pub- 


lished by  this  Department,  hot  being  on  the  subject  refer- 
red to,  though  no  date  is  given  in  the  resolution,  it  ia  pre- 
sumed the  first  one  ie  that  the  authenticity  of  w  hich  the 
undersigned  is  requested  officially  to  verify.  The  next  in- 
quiry is,  "to  what  other  claimants  on  the  Treasury  a  sim- 
ilar ofirr  has  l»een  nude,  and  what  principle  of  discrimina- 
tion,, if  any,  ha*  been  adopted  in  the  medium  of  payment 
to  the  public  creditors. "  In  reply  to  this  he  would  state, 
generally,  that  a  similar  offer  to  fulfil  the  law,  by  paying 
demands  on  the  Treasury  in  specie,  when  preferred  to  bank 
paper,  has  been  made  to  many  claimants;  and,  though  not 
able  to  extend  it  to  all  immediately,  yet,  specie  being  by 
law  promised  to  all  who  require  it,  the  Department  ha* 
frequently  given  assurance*  that  it  abould  be  paid  to  all  as 
soon  as  a  sufficiency  could  be  obtained.  The  offer  of  it  ha*, 
therefore,  been  enlarged  from  time  to  lime,  corresponding 
with  the  increase  of  our  resources  in  specie,  so  as  to  em- 
brace at  great  a  number  of  public  creditors  aa  the  imme- 
diate ari  l  available  amount  of  mich  resources  in  the  Treas- 


ury would  justify.    But  when,  by  the  stoppage  or 
tyment*  on  the  part  of  the  banks  in  May  last,  and  by  the 


granted  to  the  merchant*  in  postponing  the 
payment  of  their  bond*  for  duties,  sufficient  specie  could 
not  be  obtained  to  pay  all  the  public  claims  till  CongTess 
,hould  furnish  aid  by  some  now  legal  provision,  it  became 


have  any  such  payments 
out  of  the  Treasury  to  officer*  of  the  Government  in 
preference  to  other  public  creditors,  similarly  situated,  ex- 
cept it  he  in  a  few  instances,  to  defray  the  mere  travelling 
ex  pen  up*  of  army  officers.  The  particular  clashes  of  claim- 
ants who  have  received  such  offer*  and  such  payments, 
when  desired,  and  the  particular  principle*  of  discrimina- 
tion in  each  of  thorn,  will  be  exhibited  more  fully  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement*. 

But,  in  order  to  understand  the  grounds  of  that  discrimi- 
nation, it  will  be  necessary  that  the  House  should  first  be 
apprized  of  the  general  situation  and  amount  of  the  specie 
which  the  Department  haa  fortunately  been  aide  to  com- 
mand, and  which  is  required  to  be  reported  by  the  last 
branch  of  the  resolution. 

On  the  suspension  of  specie  payment*  by  the  banks  in 
May  last,  the  Treasurer  had  in  the  mint  a  deposit*  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  metal  for  coining,  equal  to  about  a 
million  of  dollar*.  [See  C.  ]  But  most  of  it  then  was, 
and  still  is,  in  use  for  that  purpose,  and  for  other  operations 
of  the  establishment,  so  as  to  leave  only  a  part  of  the  whole, 
amounting  perhaps  to  one-fourth,  subject  to  be  drawn  out 
and  employed  for  other  objects,  without  obstructing  or  de- 
feating the  original  design  of  Congress  and  the  Executive 
in  having  it  placed  there. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  in  specie  since  May  has  not,  in 
consequence  of  indulgences  granted  to  the  mercantile  inter- 
est, been  sufficient  to  defray  even  the  expense*  of  collecting 
it,  and  of  demands  by  the  merchant*  on  their  debentures,  but 
it  is  supposed  to  equal  about  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar*, ami  I  hat  portion  of  it  which  has  been  subject  to  draft, 
being  about  one- fifth,  is  stated  with  all  the  particularity  and 
accuracy  now  attainable,  in  the  table  annexed.  [C]  The 
former  deposits  banks  which  continued  to  pay  specie  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Alleganv  mountains,  held  public  money 
equalling  in  ell  about  $300,000.  In  and  near  the  Atlantic, 
there  ha*  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  patent*,  for  some 
of  th*  Interest  on  stocks  owned  by  the  Indians,  for  repay- 
ments, and  some  miscellaneous  items  with  What  the  die- 
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continued  deposite  bank*  were  induced  from  lioie-to  time  to 
transfer  to  the  Treasurer,  about  the  sum  of  $200,000. 
[See  C]  Of  this,  the  interest  on  Indian  •locks,  not  yet 
carried  into  the  Treasurer's  books,  is  near  $40,000.  The 
advances  or  pay  menu  made  by  the  banka  on  drafts  to  indi- 
viduals, have  been  considerable ;  but,  as  hereafter  explained, 
the  amount  is  entirely  conjectural,  and  caimot  be  ascer- 
tained without  much  delay.  The  transfers  to  the  Treas- 
urer constituted  about  $130,000  of  the  above  aggregate. 
[See  C.) 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Alleghanies,  the  collections 
amounted  to  near  hall  a  million,  which  were  in  hand  in 
specie  in  the  land  offices  when  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the'  banks  there  look  place.  Notice  was  pre- 
viously despatched  to  them  by  this  Department  not  to  de- 
posits more  in  banks,  until  receiving  further  orders,  if  a 
suspension  look  place.  Other  collections,  to  a  consider- 
able amount,  continued  to  be  made  during  the  residue  of 
May,  and  since,  probably  equalling  one  million  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  more.  [C]  The  fiscal  means  of  pay- 
ing in  specie  in  that  region,  and  especially  the  West,  were 
of  course  much  more  ample  than  elsewhere.  The  banks  in 
that  quarter  have  also  frequently  paid  out  small  sums  in 
specie  since  May,  on  Treasury  drafts,  the  amount  of  which 
cannot  be  now  ascertained,  besides  in  several  instance*,  as 
before  detailed,  making  transfers  of  it  to  the  Treasurer,  to 
aid  the  public  operations  on  the  seaboard.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  in  all  the  United  States,  the  Depart- 
ment has  probably,  since  the  middle  of  May,  paid  out  quite 
as  much  specie  for  meeting  ordinary  expenditures  ns  has 
been  demanded  for  that  purpose  during  many  periods  of 
similar  length  before  the  banka  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment. By  condensing  these  views,  and  using  more  par- 
ticularity, it  appears,  and  is  stated  in  reply  to  several  in- 
quiries in  the  last  branch  cf  the  resolution,  that,  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  is  the  dale  nearest  to 
the  first  oi  May  from  whiih  we  have  special  returns  of 
specie,  the  whole  amount  of  it  on  hand  applicable  to  gen- 
eral purposes  has  been  over  $3,000,000.  The  amount  for 
all  purposes  baa  exceeded  $4,000,000,  including  that  in 
the  mint  and  the  custom-houses.  The  sources  from  which 
derived,  and  the  amount  from  each,  with  "  the  persons  to 
whom  paid,  and  the  sums  paid  to  each,"  are  also  detailed, 
so  fsr  as  now  ascertained  on  the  Treasurer's  books,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  resolution,  in  A  2,  B,  and  C.  So  far  as 
otherwise  known,  the  residue  of  (he  receipts  not  appearing 
on  his  books,  u>  given  in  the  abAve  ststcmenls,  and  the 
residue  of  the  payments  is  given  in  the  following  details. 
A  part  of  the  latter  ate  included  in  the  payments  made  by 
the  collectors  of  the  customs  since  the  suspension  by  the 
banks,  and  not  on  drafts  of  the  Treasurer ;  and  which  pay. 
menu  altogether  amounted,  as  ascertained  and  estimated, 
to  about  $1,500,000.  Of  this  sum  about  $960,000  have 
been  paid  for  debentures,  and  $560,000  for  other  purposes, 
chiefly  connected  with  the  custom*. 

The  portion  of  this  amount  which  has  Leen  paid  in 
specie,  cannot,  however,  bn  ascertained  {torn  the  returns 
received  at  the  Department  with  much  accuracy,  but  it  is 
estimated  at  half  a  million.  It  is  only  tho  balance  after 
these  payments,  and  after  what  is  necessary  to  be  kept  on 
hand  for  similar  ones,  which  is  reported  to  the  Treasurer 
as  subject  to  draft  for  general  purposes. 

8imilar  remarks  are  applicable  to  the  payment*,  not  on 
drafts  of  the  Treasurer,  but  which  by  law  are  required  to  be 
first  made  at  the  land  officee,  of  the  current  expenses  of 
collection,  and  which  probably  have  equalled,  since  ibe 
middle  of  May,  170,000. 

Fr>ra  all  the  data  in  possession  of  the  Department,  it  ie 
computed  that  the  "  amount  now  on  hand,"  subject  to  the 
draft  of  the  Treasurer,  is  about  $2, 100,000  *  and  all  of  it, 
except  half  a  million  of  what  is  in  the  miot,  may  l 
aider ed  as  available  for  public  purposes. 


The  places  ••where"  it  is  ••deposited"  nppcar  in  the 
same  documents,  and  in  statement  D,  with  table  R  annexed 
to  the  report  on  finances,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent session.  The  classes  of  persons  to  whom  it  was  paid, 
and  ••  the  regulations  under  which  the  same"  or  any  part 
thereof  has  been  disbursed,"  will  now  be  stated,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  grounds  or  ••  principle  of  discrimination" 
which  has  been  adopted,  and  which,  by  tbo  resolution,  is 
also  requested  to  bo  slated. 

1 .  The  Department  at  first  offered  to  pay,  and  did  cause 
to  be  paid,  when  desired,  in  specie,  the  debentures  of  the 
merchants.  It  afterwards  defrayed,  in  the  same  way,  some 
of  the  expenses  pertaining  to  the  custom-houses.  It  did 
this,  because,  as  before  staled,  thoae  claims  could  by  law 
only  be  defrayed  from  the  accruing  revenue,  before  it  was 
carried  into  the  Treasury,  and  not  by  drafts  from  the 
Treasury  itself;  and  that  revenue  was  continued  to  be  re- 
quired in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  It  has  persevered  in 
discharging  those  claims  in  that  manner  till  not  only  all  the 
specie  then  on  band  and  since  collected  for  duties  was  in 
several  places  exhausted,  but  it  has  caused  considerable 
portiousof  money,  before  collected  fordnliee,  to  be  refund- 
ed to  the  collectors,  and  in  specie,  if  necessary,  in  order, 
as  far  as  possible,  with  promptitude  and  in  a  satisfactory 

turps  and  other  current  expenses  connected  with  the  col* 
lection  of  duties. 

2.  The  salaries  of  all  the  land  officers,  and  the  ex- 
pen  sea  of  collecting  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  have  next 
been  paid  in  specie,  on  the  same  principle ;  aa  they  could 
legally  be  discharged,  not  in  drafts  and  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, but  only  from  the  accruing  receipts,  and  the  Depart- 
ment continued  to  require  that  those  receipts  should  be  m 
specie. 

3.  The  moneys  refunded  from  the  sales  of  land  winc  h 
proved  to  be  defective  in  title,  or  erroneous,  were  nlso  paid 
hack  to  tho  purchasers  in  specie,  not  only  because  so  re- 
ceived, but  because  it  bad  been  customary  before  to  give 
drafts  for  the  amounts  on  land  offices  rather  than  on  bank*. 

4.  Tbo  fees  received  for  patents  and  refunded  since  May 
have  also,  when  deeired,  been  paid  hack  in  specie,  on  a 
similar  ground  of  discrimination. 

5.  The  next  distinct  and  very  large  cla»a  of  claimant* 
who  have  been  so  paid,  is  the  Indians  and  those  connect- 
ed with  their  aflairs.  A  portion  of  their  annuities  and 
supplies,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  expense  of  their  removal, 
had  in  former  years  been  paid  in  specie,  and  it  was  deemed 
just  as  well  as  prudent  to  continue  this  practice.  Nor  was 
it  inconvenient — the  amount  of  specie  in  the  land  offices 
being  so  large,  and  i 
itating  the  object. 

6.  A  considerable  part  of  the  ]_ 
storks  bought  by  the  War  Department,  for  investment  of 
Indian  funds,  has,  on  a  aimilar  principle,  and  to  fulfil 
scrupulously  the  spirit  of  the  trust  confided  to  the  Govern- 
ment, been  thus  paid.  It  seemed  proper  alee,  under  the 
further  consideration  of  being  required  by  the  nature  of  the 
contract  for  purchasing  them. 

7.  This  Department  has  also  offered  to  pay,  and  has 
paid  out,  when  requested,  specie  for  all  claims  on  the 
Chickasaw  funds  under  its  peculiar  charge,  and  has  done 
it  on  the  ground  that  only  specie  has  been  received  in  their 
In-half  for  interest  on  the  State  stocks  purchased  for  them, 
and  for  the  sales  of  their  land*. 

8.  Another  class  of  payment*  has  been  made  with  a 
view  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  efficient  opera- 
tions of  the  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  under 
the  great  emhsrrassmeuia  incident  to  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Hence,  bills  of  exchange 
have  been  purclmscd  here  with  specie,  and  the  bills 
seasonably  remitted  to  our  agents  adroad,  where,  of  course, 
bank  notes  could  not  be  used,  for  the  purpose  of 
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th*;  expenses  of  the  .State  Department, 
ciplss,  the  pursers  of  the  navy,  in  vi 
foreign  nations,  have,  as  was  before  usual  and  indispensa- 
ble,  without  great  delay  and  embarrassment  to  tbe  public 
service,  been  supplied  with  sufficient  specie  to  defray  ne- 
cessary expenses  when  touching  at  intermediate  ports. 
The  lulls  of  exchange  drawn  by  them  abroad  for  cash  and 
provisions  furnished  there,  hare  also,  on  tho  same  principle, 
when  requested,  been  promptly  paid  here  in  specie.  On  a 
like  principle,  as  well  as  to  prevent  serious  losses,  and  dis- 
credit to  the  Government,  the  bills  drawn  by  pursers  on  tbe 
navy  agents  abroad,  the  advances  made  by  those  agents 
there,  and  the  contracts  to  furnish  them  money  here,  have 
all,  when  demanded,  been  met  in  this  country  with  specie. 
It  will  be  the  endeavor  of  tbe  Department  that  they  shall 
be  so  met  in  foture,  while  suitable  funds  remain  at  its  dis- 


9.  In  the  domestic  operations  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, as  well  as  in  carrying  on  the  public  works  not 
connected  with  them,  specie  has  likewise  been  occasionally 
iurnuhed  to  purser*,  paymasters,  and  other  agents,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  make  change  and  pay  small  sum*  in  their  week- 
ly seulements.  These  have  embraced  those  persons  in 
public  employment,  whether  seamen,  soldiers,  laborers  or 
others,  at  the  yards,  forts,  and  other  places  in  which  nation- 
al wo.  kg  were  in  progress.  In  several  cases,  the  firmer 
deposits  banks  have  also  voluntarily  provided  a  sufficiency 
for  these  purposes.  By  this  discrimination  much  inconveni- 
ence and  di«sauef*ction  under  the  pecuniary  embarrassment 
of  tbe  times  have  been  obviated.  Considerable  rami  have 
also  been  drawn  for  on  specie-paying  l>anks,  to  aid  in  carry- 
ing on  the  necessary  preparation!  for  the  defence  of  Florida. 

10.  Tiiis  Department  has  likewise  offered  to  pay  reason- 
able amounts  in  specie,  when  requested,  toward*  the  targe 
earns  due  pensioners,  in  order,  as  far  at  practicable,  to  ac- 
commodate ao  meritorious  a  class  of  claimants.    In  several 

i  for  that  purpose,  and  has  pro- 
Borne  specie  has  been  furnished  by 
bank  agents  for  the  same  object. 

11.  It  has  also,  when  desired,  furnished  specie  to  the 
War  Department  to  defray  tra rolling  expenses  of  officers, 
the  great  inconveniences  and  losses  in  using  piper  for  that 
object  being,  in  thn  present  posture  of  affaire,  very  obvious 
ami  peculiarly  troublesome.  It  has  proposed  to  do  this  in 
ail  such  cases  hereafter,  when  desired,  and  in  its  power. 

13.  On  like  principles  this  Department  subsequently 
made  the  offer  as  to  the  payment  in  specie  of  tbe  expenses 
of  members  of  Congress  at  the  present  session,  if  preferred 
by  any  of  them  to  bank  notes,  or  to  drafts.  Tbe  session 
being  special,  and  supposed  likely  to  be  very  short,  tbe  ex- 
penses would  chiefly  consist  of  what  was  due  for  travel,  and 
it  was  deemed  suitable  to  offer,  while  able,  a  convenient 
currency  for  that  object,  to  such  as  might  desire  it.  Other 
inc.ins  of  payment  were  at  the  lime  proposed  for  any  who 
might  not  deem  it  proper,  under  tbe  existing  circumstances 
of  the  case  and  of  the  Treasury,  to  demand  or  accept  gold 
■and  silver,  either  in  full  or  in  part. 

13.  As  the  specie  at  command  increaaed  by  further  re- 
turns from  the  land  offices  in  June  and  July,  and  by  con- 
siderable transfers  to  the  Treasurer  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment by  some  of  the  former  deposits  banks,  (there  being 
no  general  agent  on  or  near  the  seaboard  except  himself 
competent  by  low  to  receive  them,)  the  Department  has 
gradually  had  greater  stnounts  of  specie  in  this  city  as  well 
ns  in  the  Western  land  offices,  and  h.is  been  enabled,  from 
time  to  time,  to  extend  fully  or  in  part,  as  already  enumera- 
ted, and  even  further,  its  offers  of  payments  in  specie  to 
nu  nerous  claimants. 

14.  Where  judges  and  other  officers  of  courts  resided  near 

an  ample  supply  of  coin 


made  for  drafts  on  |  whom  debe 
f\en  been  given,  and    well  as  the 


paid  in  specie.  Large  portions  of  money  for  expenditures 
for  labor  on  the  national  road  in  two  of  the  Western  States 
have  been  furnished  by  drafts  foT  specie  on  the  land  offices. 

offices,  have  indiscriminately,  when  desired,  been  paid  in 
specie  by  drafts  on  them.  In  several  instances,  where  the 
money  had  accumulated  in  particular  offices,  and  claimants, 
though  living  at  a  distance,  chose  to  take  drafts  on  them, 
instead  of  banks,  they  have  been  offered  such  drafts,  and 
been  paid  in  specie.  But,  usually,  when  claimants  resided 
at  a  distance,  the  Treasury  drafts  on  banks  have  Iron  so 
near  the  value  of  specie  that  they  have  been  accepted  rather 
than  others  on  land  offices  more  remote.  In  some  cases, 
draffs  on  bank*  in  large  commercial  cities  have  been  prefer- 
red even  to  drafts  on  land  offices  situated  near  tbe  claimants. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  discrimination  in  these  last  cases 
hn«  generally  arisen  from  local  convenience  to  the  pa/ties 
and  the  local  origin  of  tho  claim,  or  the  abundance  of 
specie  beyond  the  local  wants  of  a  few  particular  points, 
rather  than  from  any  distinction  growing  out  of  the  nature 
of  the  claim  itself. 

16.  The  next  claimants  who  have  been  offered  payments 
in  specie,  and  have  received  it,  arc  the  holders  of  the  debt 
existing  again!*  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

That  debt  was  assumed  by  the  United  States  in  trust, 
and  on  a  conditional  assignment  df  certain  stock,  and  the 
interest  was  ordered  to  he  paid  by  an  act  of  Congress.  As 
the  interest  due  to  the  United  States  on  the  stocks  which 
were  held  against  others  has  been  required  to  be  paid,  and 
has,  in  most  esses  since  May  last,  been  actually  paid  in 
specie,  it  was  deemed  just  to  make  the  rule  reciprocal,  and 
pay  this  interest  in  specie  so  far  and  so  long  as  able  to  do  it. 

It  was  supposed,  also,  that  the  public  faith  would  suffer 
more  by  a  neglect  or  inability  to  fulfil  scrupulously  a  trust 
like  this,  than  to  meet  tbe  whole  of  any  ordinary  appro- 
priation immediately  in  specie,  if  demanded,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  such  embarrassment. 

16.  Tbe  only  remaining  class  or  claimants  to  whom 
specie  is  now  remembered  to  have  been  offered  to  be  paid 
immediately,  ia  tbe  holders  of  the  scrip  for  the  fifth  instal- 
ment of  the  French  indemnity.  A  considerable  portion  of 
that  hail  not  been  adjusted  when  the  banks  suspended  spe- 
cie payments  ;  but  it  having  been  brought  home  in  specie, 
snd  part  of  it  being  in  the  mint,  it  was  requested  to  he  paid 
in  specie,  and  was  so  adjusted  by  the  agent  with  those  de- 
manding it.  £ 

These  various  classes  do  not  include  two  or  three  trans- 
fer orders  to  States,  which  were  drawn  on  banks  situated 
near  and  paying  specie.  This  was  done  in  compliance 
with  notices  given  before  May  last,  and  the  Department 
has  not  been  informed  whether  in  these  cases  specie  was 
eithsr  demanded  or  paid.  In  some  cases,  however,  of  such 
tranters,  drawn  on  other  banks,  specie  has  been  demanded 
by  the  holders  of  them,  and,  though  occasionally  refused, 
has  sometimes  been  paid,  rather  than  submit  to  a  protest 
and  eomplaint  to  this  Department.  The  other  banks  are 
also  known  to  have  paid  specie  in  many  cases,  either  in 
full  or  in  part,  on  common  drafts ;  but  as  the  amounts  so 
paid  are  not  regularly  returned  here,  the  aggregate  of  them 
is  entirely  conjectural. 

The  drafts  given  here  are  also  often  in  favor  of  agents, 
pursers,  paymasters,  Ac,  in  large  amounts;  and  though 
their  names  and  the  gross  sums  paid  to  them  have  been  as- 
certained and  stated,  yet,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  the 
workmen,  seamen,  soldiers,  and  officers,  as  well  as  pen- 
sioners. Indian  traders,  and  their  assignees,  who  have  been 
the  real  creditors,  and  in  the  end  received  the  specie,  and 
the  amounts  paid  to  each,  would  require  the  opening  of  a 
correspondence  with  almost  every  public  station  ami  pub- 
lic agency  in  the  United  8lates.  So,  the  merchsnts  to 
whom  debenture  certificates  have  been  paid  in  specie,  aa 

i  to  whom  it  has 
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been  paid  out  of  the  accruing  revenue,  whether  from  duties 
or  land*,  and  whether  to  officer*  in  the  custom*  and  land 
office*,  or  to  laborers  and  contractor*  under  them,  cannot, 
though  now  ascertained  elsewhere,  be  known  here  without 
special  application*  to  most  of  the  ports  and  land  office*  in 
the  United  Stale*,  and  without  a  delay  of  several  month*. 

All  claimants  who  have  not  resided  near  land  offices  and 
bad  offers  of  draft*  on  them,  or  who,  when  residing  at  a 
distance,  have  declined  to  take  drafts  on  them  or  on  bank* 
not  nay  tug  specie,  nnd  thus  have  not  been  paid  in  full  or 
in  part,  under  any  of  the  above  classes  of  cases,  must  be 
considered  a*  not  having  received  any  otter  offer  of  imme- 
diate payment  in  specie.  But  they  have,  when  inquiring, 
been  informed  that  the  Department  did  not  request  them 
to  accept  any  other  medium  of  payment,  unless  more  sat- 
isfactory than  to  wait  till  sufficient  specie  could  lie  collect- 
ed, pr  be  provided  by  Congress  for  all  public  creditor*  and 
officers  demanding  it.  They  nave  been  assured,  also,  that 
the  Department  would  spare  no  proper  effort  to  have  this 
accomplished  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  (thst  all  should  be  paid  in  specie  to  the  eitent 
of  it*  means,  without  endangering  the  ability  to  continue 
thus,)  to  discharge  such  occasional  demands  of  an  impera- 
tive character  as  have  been  described  under  some  of  the 
above  classes. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  public  claimants  generally  to 
state  that,  whether  creditor*  or  officers,  the  demands  actu- 
ally made  by  them  on  the  Department  for  specie  have  not, 
in  most  cases,  been  characterized  by  any  wiah  to  increase 
the  existing  difficulties,  and  have  not  much  exceeded  its 
ability  to  discharge  them,  increased  a*  it  ha*  been  from 
time  to  time  by  increased  receipt*  in  specie. 

In  several  of  (he  above  eases,  also,  the  offer  by  the  De- 
partment to  pay  in  specie,  has  been  voluntarily  msde,  or 
without  any  previous  request  This  was  done  from  a  con- 
viction that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  offer  was 
just ;  but  leaving  to  the  claimant  himself  the  propriety  and 
the  election  to  accept  it  or  not,  considering  the  nature  of 
his  claim,  the  place  at  which  the  specie  was  situated,  and 
the  other  modes  of  payment  proposed  instead  of  it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  allow  himself  to  apprehend 
that,  in  thus  making  all  reasonable  effort*  in  his  power  to 
pay  specie  to  the  public  creditors  instead  of  a  depreciated 
currency,  and,  where  not  enough  specie  could  be  collected 
for  the  whole  of  them,  to  pay  it  to  as  many  as  practicable, 
and  in  the  manner  explained,  he  has  mistaken  the  require- 
ments of  either  the  act*  of  Congress  or  hi*  official  duty. 

The  last  part  of  the  call  on  this  Department  relates  to 
another  subject,  and  is  «'  whether,  since  the  date  shove, 
the  public  dues,  or  any  portion  thereof,  have  been  received 
in  protested  drafts,  or  sny  funds  other  than  those  prescribed 
by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  30th  April,  1816."  In  an- 
swer to  this,  the  undersigned  would  state  that,  since  the 
1st  of  May,  no  instructions  have  been  given  to  receive  for 
public  dues  any  kind  of  money  except  specie  or  the  note* 
of  banks  paying  specie.  But  on  the  16th  of  that  month, 
as  staled  in  the  report  at  the  commenement  of  this  session, 
a  circular,  which  is  thereto  annexed,  was  issued  to  collect- 
ors and  receivers,  requesting  them  to  redeem  or  take  up  in 
behalf  of  the  Treasury,  by  receiving  for  dutiea  and  lands, 
such  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  bank*  as  the  latter  did 
not  pay  satisfactorily  when  presented. 

This  was  dona  to  prevent  delays  and  losses  to  the  public 
creditors,  which  would  have  resulted  from  a  return  of  the 
drafts,  when  not  paid,  and  the  issue  of  new  ones  on  another 
bank,  or  on  a  collector  or  receiver,  as  in  former  times  has 
often  been  done  by  this  Department  It  saved,  also,  the 
procrastination  and  trouble  of  writing  a  special  letter,  as 
had  occasionally  been  practised,  in  some  such  cases,  to 
another  bank,  or  to  a  collector,  to  take  up  the  first  draft 
when  it  had  not  been  paid  in  behalf  of  the  Treasury  by  the 
first  drawee.  The  usage  of  this  Department,  from  the  eerli- 


ost  period,  sometimes  to  draw  such  drafts  in  the  first  instance 
on  receivers  end  collectors  ns  well  o«  on  banks,  miy  be  seen 
in  a  report  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  mode  of 
doing  business  in  the  Treasury  Department,  SSd  May, 
1794,  and  in  a  report  from  this  Department  to  the  r 
12i  It  January,  1835. 
This  appeared  to  i 


the  only  principle  involved  in  the 
measure  under  consideration  ;  as  a  general  direction  to  take 


up 


certain  drafts  seemed  as  competent  as  a  special  direction 
in  a  draft  itself,  or  in  a  letter  to  pay  any  particular  draft. 

Beside  the  obvious  propriety  and  good  faith  in  causing 
it*  draft*  for  debts  to  be  paid  in  any  prompt  way,  the  course 
of  taking  them  for  duties  was  likewise  directed  as  early  ss 
1780.  (See  P  1,  annexed  to  report  from  thi 
made  to  Congress  on  the  5th  instant)  It  was  sut 
then,  ss  well  as  now,  not  to  be  a  question  of  currency,  or 
relating  to  the  kind  of  money  leceivable  for  public  dues  ; 
but  a  question  of  pay-inn  or  satisfying  our  own  debts  in  the 
most  punctual,  convenient,  and  biithful  manner  which  was 

redeemed  in  the  same  way-  When  the  undersigned,  in  the 
emergencies  of  the  Inst  spring,  reflected  that  the  usage  had 
been  to  adopt  the  course  of  directing  its  protested  or  unpaid 
draft*  to  be  taken  up  by  collectors  or  other  agents,  in  such 
individual  coses  as  had  occasionally  occurred  in  ordinary 
times,  he  con  Id  see  no  objection ;  but  rather,  in  such  s 
crisis,  when  such  esses  were  likely  to  occur  often,  a  great 
propriety  in  requiring  them,  by  a  general  rule,  to  be  redeem- 
ed in  all  circular  instances.  When  he  had  caused  drafts  to 
be  given  to  public  creditors,  payable  on  demand,  and  in  gold 
and  silver,  he  considered  the  Treasury  bound  in  law  and 
common  honesty  to  treat  them  as  equivalent  to  gold 
silver.  When  the  fiscal  agent  on  which  they 
refused  thus  to  pay  them,  if  specie  was  demanded,  at  the 
place  where  payable,  it  was  remeuiiaered  that,  in  the  com- 
mon transactions  of  life,  as  well  as  in  the  practice  of  the 
Department,  the  net  was  deemed  commendable,  as  well  as 
legal,  for  other  agents,  though  without  special  instructions, 
to  step  forward  and  pay  such  drafts  prom  ptly,  for  the  honor, 
credit,  and  benefit  of  the  drawer,  which  in  this  case  w rns  the 
Treasury.  Hence  it  seemed,  in  limes  like  the  present, 
peculiarly  proper  to  request  others  to  do  it  by  general  in* 
•tractions. 

It  was  lurthcrmore  considered  that,  if  any  debtor  should 

ment,  a  draft  or  bill 
ible  on  demand  in  spe- 
cie, and  which  the  agent  on  whom  it  waa  drawn  bad  re* 
fused  to  pay,  the  conduct  of  «uch  a  debtor  would,  in  most 
cases,  l>e  regarded  as  not  a  little  reprehensible. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  wonld  have 
felt  himself  unworthy  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  his 
charge,  if,  in  the  great  peril  to  public  credit,  and  the  heavy 
losses  threatened  to  the  public  creditors,  under  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  pay  menu  by  most  of  the  Treasury  depositories, 
be  had  not  exerted  hi*  best  efforts,  and  made  the  most  dili- 
gent researches,  to  discover  and  devise  legal  modes  of  relief. 
Alter  doing  thai,  be  adopted  the  course  above  explained— 
a  course  which  seemed  not  only  justified  by  precedents  and 
sound  legal  principles,  but  enabled  the  banks  holding  public 
money  to  discharge  their  engagements  to  ibe  United  Steles 
to  that  extent,  by  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  public 
creditor*;  and,  at  the  same  time,  was  calculated  to  remove 
any  dishonorable  stigma  from  the  Government,  by  piotcct- 
ing  its  obligations  as  far  as  possible  from  discredit,  and  by 
preventing  much  delay  and  loss  to  the  claimant*  on  the 
Treasury.  The  amount  of  drafts  so  redeemed  or  paid  by 
collectors  and  receivers,  at  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Treasury,  from  the  16th  of  May  to  the  1 1  th  instant,  accord* 
ing  to  the  returns  received  to  that  dele,  was  $1,237,388. 
In  this  way,  the  public  creditors  to  that  extent  have  been 
so  far  relieved  as  to  realize  an  amount  sometime*  near  and 


decline  to  take  up,  by  receiving  in  pay 
of  his  own,  given  for  a  debt  and  piyabl 
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eeldo  m  much  below  the  par  of  specie,  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  They  have  obtained  thin,  instead  of  being  sub- 
jected to  a  total  lose  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  on  every 
dollar,  ami  which,  in  one  view  of  the  subject,  the  bauks 
would  otherwise  have  gained  at  their  expense. 

Some  of  the  banks,  at  the  s  i  me  time,  havo  thus,  with 
great  usefulness  to  the  community,  been  induced  to  make 
more  vigorous  exertions  to  renew  specie  payments  at  tin 
early  day,  finding  that  all  their  obligations  coukl  not  be 
discharged  in  a  depreciated  paper.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seeretury  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Al. 

TsULaIUBI  Dkpabtxi  .  r,  August  16,  1837. 
Sib:  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress 
makes  it  proper  for  me  to  apprize  you,  in  order  that  Ihe 
information  may  be  used  for  the  benefit  and  accommodation 
of  the  member*  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  this 
Department  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  funds  for  their  pay- 
ment in  notes  of  the  city  banks,  or  specie,  or  to  give  drafts 
upon  several  of  tho  collectors  of  the  customs  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money,  or  the  former  deposite  banks,  in  suit- 
able sums,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  any  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

W.  8.  Fiankli n,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Ho.  of  Reps,  of  the  V.  & 

A.  8. 


of  drafts  drawn  on  collectors. 


Light-house 
Patent 

Do. 
Celleeiors  • 
Jist.  Attorney 


favor. 


David  B.  McNeil 
Eli  K  Price 
Jubu  F.  Wallher 
Charles  J.  Steedman 
J.  Forsyth,  ir  Mobile 
B.  L.  Crawford,  do. 
D.  D.  Brodhead 
B.  T.  P.  Allen 
Do. 

J.  E  Johnston 
W  H  Penes 
Mmlee  X  Dmy 

William  Smith 
U  G.  White 
W.  T.  Stockton 
R.  C.  Swead 
Thomas  Foster 
W  H.  Fettes 
Edmund  Kirby 
R.C  Smead 
J.  0.  Swift 
J.  E.  Johnston 
Walter  Bocher 
Csshierofl 
change  Bank,  I 


Paid. 


ri 1  '  0 
9  1  86 
60  00 

so  ou 
2,000  oo 

2,059  00 
2,000  m 
1,500  do 

2.60(1  0 
146  92 
4.221  49 
6.S.U  L- , 
2XW  in 
6,000  00 

5,000  00 
oo 

4,r24  32 
547  45 
l, '.<.««  r« 
66  67 

3,8*0  On 


•500  00 

au  ou 


►r.20  oj 


of  draf son  collectum  paid 
oo  same,  outstanding 


•  »57,t30  71 

331  00 


l  draft*  on  collecu>ri 


-  »jr,930  71 


Statement  of  drafts  drawn  on  receivers  of  public  moneys. 
In  whose  favor 


Objects. 


Paid.  Outstanding. 


William  .Noland 
Richard  Ela  - 
A.  CUrk  • 
Robm  T.  Lvlle  • 
Horatio  B  Wade 
C.  Morris.  Jr.  • 
J.  Brought 
S.  Kiclfoy 


•10,775  00 

9,957  00 


»:jon  oo 
i  16 
•jo  un 
,         5"  oo 
so  no 
I...  no 


Objects. 


Patent 
Lands 

Do. 
D... 
Indians 

Do. 
Do. 

Engineer  Dept 
Ch.ckasaws 
Army 
Indiana 
Engineer  Dep'l 
I  in  I  ia  us  - 
Do 

Surveyor  Gen 
Engine  r  Dept 
Paymaster 
Indiana  • 

Do. 

Do. 
Pens  toil  • 
Engineer  Dept. 
Quart  ennastur 
Indians  - 

Do. 
Paymaster 


rrivalo 
Indians 
Anny 
Indians 
Quartermaster 
Payn 
liulial 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Army 

Bee.  Dep'l 
Army 
Paymaster 
Army 

Do. 

Do. 
Chickasaw* 


Army 


Indians 
Engineer  DepV 
Imltaos 

Do. 

Engineer  Dep'l 
Private  claims 
Dial.  Attorney 
Marshal  • 

Judge 
Do. 

Surveyor  Gen. 
Private  clainis 
Rrc  >rd'rof  land 

titles  • 
Judgo 

Dist.  Auorney 
Judge 

Surveyor  Gen 
Lands 

Private  claim 


or  Gen. 


Surveyor  Gen. 
Private  claims 

D>. 

Dv 

D>. 
Lands 

Surveyor  G«n. 
Do. 


Do. 

P>. 

D... 

Do. 
Mantal 

Do. 
Oflicerm 

konsln 

rii«>ry 

Jllds* 


Wis- i 
Ter  ■ 


Thomas  J.  Corbta 
Francis  Me  Harry 
Prter  Charley  • 
Ovid  Butler 
Josepli  Hook.  jr.  • 
Julio  Garland  - 

Do. 
J.Allen  ■ 
James  De  Baun  • 
C.  A.  Ogden 
John  Garland 
J.Allen  • 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 
Ji>hn  C.  Reynolds 
Daniel  Dunklin  • 
U.  A.  Osrden 
A.  A  Maj*i«s 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 
Je*epti  Hi*.k,  jr. 
John  C.  Reynolds 
Daniel  Hay 
C.  A  Option 
J.  B.  Brandt 
E.  A  Hitchcock 
R  D.  C  C-llni*- 
A.  A.  Massias  • 
J.  B  Brandt 
W  11  AshUy 
E.  A.  Hitchcock 
Tlvmna  .Swords  - 
K.  A.  Hitchcock 
J  B.  Brandt  • 
A  A.  Manias  - 
Thomas  J.  A>>boU 
Cashier  Ph  mux 
New  York,  to 
C.A.Harris  . 
J.  P.  Siiromton  • 
John  Garland 
C.  C.  HUey 
James  Allen 
A.  Whiting 
R.  A.  Forsyth  • 
R.  11.  Ross 
T.  P.  Rldgvly  • 
John  Williamson 
James  lie  Baun  • 

E.  B.  Debbit  - 

John  Garland  ■ 
J.  B.  PctllvaJ  • 
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A.  H.  B  iw  man 
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'  -  00 
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J.  L.  t  unn 
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D>. 
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as 
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IS 
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Specie^  Ac. 


Statembstt- 


Paid. 

Lauds 

Judge 

Surveyor  Gea.  • 
Marsti.il  - 
Private  claim*  • 

Do. 
Navy 
Army 
Indiana  • 

Do 

I.iinli 

Pllvate  claims  - 

David  Waller  June. 
It  Wilklna 
Edward  Cross  < 
T.  E.  Randolph  - 
EliaaU.  Onuld  - 
Andrea  Pmpy 
David  Deacon  • 
McfJunn-ule  *  Ways 

R.  I)    C.  1-nlliM- 

Jonalhan  Pinkucy 
M  Stokes 
Morgan  M.  AfTea 
John  Shaw 

80  00 

3^05 

— 

375  00 
5,1  >U  i« 

:VI  00 
1,0.1'  OH 
100  00 

3,n»)  on 
I  oo 

355  30 
100  13 

iyi  5 

1 

tir^m  55 

•546,371  39 

i  receivers  paid 
■  on  same,  outstanding  . 


$173  510  55 
616,574  39 


Amount 
Ditto  on 

Toul  amount  drafts  on  receiver*  of  public  moneys  •  9S£0,II4  94 
Total  amount  drafts  ou  receiver*  of  public  moneys 


**.\U  1 1  94 

57,950  71 


Total 


B. 


Draft*  fur  debit  drawn  on 
pemtoriet  tiuce  the 
other*. 


which  continue  to  be  de- 
of  upecie  payment*  by 


People't  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine. 
A.  Newba.ll,  pension  agent  - 

/{.  ooktyti  Bank,  Xetc  York. 
Asa  Filch,  navy,  abroad 
I  K  Paulding,  navy  agent 
L.  I.  Van  Kleeck.army 
Patent  fees,  returned  - 

Plnntert'  Bank,  Sacantta-'t,  Georgia 
!*.  Walker  .... 
(  joiner,  M  M  Clark, qr.  master's  de|< 
T.F  Hunt,  quartermaster's  department 
J.  K.  F  Manstleld. engineers  - 
Cash  7,  M.  M.  Clark, or.  innjirr'*  de|4. 
R.  D  Arnold,  medical  department  ■ 
J.  .Marshall,  pension  aseut 
J.  P.  Heury,  Navy  aceiil 
T.  F.  Huut,  quartermaster's  d»-|<. 
J.  Curler,  judiciary      •        •  • 
l  «h  r.  M.  At.  Clark,  qr.  inaau  r  a  dejrt. 
W.  11  SnUs,  district  attorney  • 
T  F.  Hunt,  quartarin—srt  dept. 

Do.  do,  do.  * 

J.  P.  Simontoii,  Indian  di-partim-nt  - 
Noah  U.  Simon,  uuprovided  darns  • 
Cashier,  I  t  J.  A  D'Lagnel.  army 
T.  F.  Hunt,  quartermaster's  dept. 
Caalt'r.  for  M  M.  Clark,  nr.  ins  dept  - 
JMin  N.  Mcintosh,  lulu  homes 
Arc hil-ald  Clark,  do. 
T.  F.  Hunt,  army 
J  K.  F.  M.insfinld,  engineer  . 
M.  H.  McAllister, judiciary  • 
•v  H.  Simmons,  army  - 
Ca»hi<r,  for  M.  C.  Buck, army 
.1  M.«r»halt,  ivnai uis  - 
.1.  Marsliall,  pension*  • 
T  F.  Hum,  aruw 

Jaims  Hall,  relief  of  Hocida    •  • 
W.  L.  Poole,  military  azem 
Christopher  Andrew's,  paymaster 
J  K.  F.  Maton-ld,  engineer  - 
J  H  Winder, 


•  U,125  no 
£,,(»»)  00 

590  00 
60  OP 


II  80 
10,0f«i  00 
:»'.',. i  hi 
4jU»i  i.i 

15,  <' 

KM  00 
5,njn  in 
I  ,i»ii '  Oil 
l«l,U«  00 
IK5  (X) 
10,rin  00 
50  00 
23,1 « 10  00 

10,000  oo 

30,0110  oi 
775  On 
1,011)  UO 

-  mi 
l-.,ooo  no 
i  fiat  oo 

5<0  00 
l„v»i  no 
1  .'."'I  00 
773  IX) 
150  (II 

iQuora  oo 
uvono  lw 

5,631  '.; 
1,1(15  00 
1,151  00 

|'l    K«J  -i 

i,ooo  in 


Total. 


47,773  00 


65 


1  ofColumbu*.  Georgia 
J  P  Simouion,  removal  of  ludians  . 

lM'titT'lU  Hntingj  Institution. 
J  *•  | 'h  Hook,  jr.,  removal  of  InJiauj  • 
J  P.  Taylor,  ar.i.y 

John  C  Reynolds,  Cherokee  treaty  . 

Dj.  do. 
Wm.  Mi  KnlRl.i.C.i  i.lk  ilanl  river  . 


Drafts  ro» 


Mint  of  the  United  Statu,  Philad. 
Asa  Filch,  navy  agent  - 

Interest  on  Holland  loan  to  the  cities  J 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  £ 

Oeor?e  Loyal  I.  navy  axent 
Bank  nl  America,  lorngnt 
Th  .mas  M.  Ward.  do. 
James  I»e  Baun,  Chickasaw  treaty 
Thomas  M.  Ward,  foreign  bills 
C.  M.  Thnision,  navy  . 
Newport  Kxchanj-e  Bank, 
P.  Baldwin, foreign  bills 


Bunk  Mttrmtolia— (special 
A.  M.  D.  Jackson,  pu<ser 
T.  P.  Andrews,  payi 
Patent  fees,  returned 


and  Hx  of  Reps  V.  S  Cong  . 
s  Bradley,  nit'>rney      •  • 


Bank  of  Indiana,  Lau  !■  < 
burg—(F)<eciat.) 
Juseph  Hook,  jr  .  Indians 

Phi  nir  Bank }  Xew  York  (tptcfat.) 
Asa  Kli.  h,  foreipn  lulls 
Add  btate  transfers  drafts  of  deposit*-* 
Upon  ihc  within  tanks,  since  bus 
iKHiiion  of  specie  payments,  to  the 
State  of  Maine,  on  People's  Bank, 
Banirnr,  Maine 
To  State  of  Georgia,  on  Planters' 


25,000  00 
13.730  00 
3,437  50 
3,437  9J 
i.  U)  Ou 
J^Mil  l.i  J 

45,000  Oil 

1,000  oo 

30,000  00 
10,000  00 
3,S40  LW 
3^01  U0 


1.000  00 
3.000  00 
60  00 
71,250  00 
■ 


163,463  00 

77^60  X 
116,991  00 
7^73  00 


c. 

Thbascreh's  Ortivi,  September  15,  1837. 
8m:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  [rtfsscd  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  1 1th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  amount  of  specie  received  by  the 
Government  apparently  sine*  the  1st  day  of  May  last,  atxl 
reported  to  mo  by  tho  collectors  and  receivers  as  in  tbeit 
hands  subject  to  my  drafts  from  1st  of  May  to  Uth  of 
September,  1837,  is  as  follows  : 

Reported  hy  collector*  -  -  -     ?92,4M  16 

by  receivers  -  -  -  1,641,395  35 

fl.733,817  51 


[!|K>n  which  1  have  issued  drafts,  as 

to  - 


-     878,065  6.i 


Leaving  this  balance  subject  to  future  draft     655,751  86 
Of  which  there  remains  in  the  hands  of 
Collectors  -  -    $34,471  45 

Receivers  -  -    821,280  41 

  $855,751  86 

The  total  amount  of  my  credit  on  the  1st  of  May,  in  the 
banks  which  still  continue  to  be  depositories,  together  w  ith 
their  subsequent  receipts,  and  including  special  depoaites 
in  banks  no  longer  depositories,  is  $1,048,429  07 

Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts,  as  per 
statement  13,  exclusive  of  drafts  on  the 

-  076,5.6  06 

$371,903  01 


■  45 

5,03-,  00 


K,r»/)  no 
til 

i.nno  no 

1,500  00 
l.'.Wi  m 


1 '1,759  0U 


The  special  deposite  in  the  Phoenix  Dank,  New  York, 
was  for  interest  on  bonds  belonging  to  In- 
dian trust  funds  -  -  -       $7,875  00 
Ditto,  in  Branch  Dank  of  Indiana,  Liw- 
renceburg,  was  money  in  the  hands  of 
>iver  at  Fort  Wayne  from  sales  of 
Is  at  the  time  of  suspension  of 

payments     -  -  -      11C,991  OO 
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Estimated  State  of  the  Treasury. 


[25th  Cono.  1st  8ass. 


Tba  special  deposit©  in  the  Bank  of 
Mi  tropolU,  tiz: 

Transferred  by  banks  which  have  sus- 
pended specie  payment  (130,000  00 

Transferred  from  mint    -     60,000  00 

On  account  of  receiver  at 

Lima,  Ohio  -         -      19,988  85 

Repayment  by  K.  EU   -       9,847  00 

For  patent  fees,  chiefly-       6,713  38 


22«,549  18 


Total 


.    $351,415  18 


Balance  in  the  mint  on  the  1st  of  May  -  $1,000,000  00 
Upon  which  I  have  issued  drafts  amount* 

ingto        ....     223,465  00 


to  draft 


$776,535  00 


Amount  of  discredited  drafts  on  hanks 

taken  up  in  payment  of  duties        -  $1,237, 1 13  78 

-  -  175  00 


$•• 


78 


to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  State*. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbvht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

D. 

Statement  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  Collectors  and  Re- 
ceivers subject  to  draft  on  the  1 1/A  September,  1837. 

Collector. 


P.  W.  Leland,  - 
L.  Williams, 
8.  SliJJwell, 
J.  N.  Barker,  - 
C.  D.  Mclodoe, 
L.  Mar.tcller,  - 
J.  Ramsey, 
J.  K.  Pringle,  - 
J.  W.  Breedlove, 


Receiver. 
J.  H.  Larwcll, 
J.  Coatos, 
M.  Neville, 
W.  Blackburn, 

D.  C.  Skinner, 
J.  Findlcy, 

J.  11*11, 
J.  T.  Pollock, 
J.  Spencer, 
J.  J.  Read, 
8.  W.  Norris, 
J.  Jack 'ton, 
J.  P.  Drake, 
8.  McRuberts, 
A.  M.  Jenkins, 

E.  Humphrey.1), 
T.  Carlin, 

J.  Taylor, 
W.  Linn, 


Fall  River,  Mass.  - 
New  Bedford,  Ma^. 
Oswegatchie,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Petersburg,  Vs. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Plymouth,  N.  C.  - 
Charleston,  8.  C.  - 
New  Orleans,  La.  - 


Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Lima,  Ohio, 
Marietta,  Ohio, 
Wooater,  Ohio, 
Zanesville,  Ohio, 
Crawfordsviile,  la. 
Fort  Wayne,  la. 
Jt'dorsonville,  la. 
Indianapolis,  la. 
La  Porte,  la. 
Vincennes,  la. 
Danville,  III. 
K-JwardsvinV,  III. 
Ko"ka-.ki  i,  III. 
Quincey,  III. 
Springfield,  III. 
III. 


$2,578  01 
500  00 
2,563  08 
14,960  00 
1,273  22 
3,700  00 
300  00 
7,698  14 
1,400  00 

534,971  45 

6,000  00 
14,436  57 
23,586  50 
85,451  30 
10,000  00 
941  56 
12,218  49 
31,719  56 
'124,206  28 
19,220  69 
15,161  01 
48,417  35 
60,574  86 
9,267  56 
8,893  81 
25,243  27 
48,207  46 
33,945  38 
44,722  38 


•  Ofihis  sum, e*»,tni  Uhjaheen  placed  t»yib«  receiver  on  *{wcial 
tii-i'  »•«•  in  U»i>  Bank  of  Incl  una,  ai  Lawrr^ncoburg.  Other  rams,  Ma- 
t«l  vt  In  Uie  hirxl*  of  recivrr*,  an>.  no  it»u)>i,  on  special  deposit*  In 
banks,  nn«W  the  littruciliiiM  at  inn  Secretary  "if  lh«  Trrasiiry  to  thnt 


U.  Sebrer, 

Fayette,  Mo. 

$36,323 

88 

R.  Guild, 

E.  M.  Ryland,  - 

Jackson,  Mo. 

7,301 

19 

Lexington,  Mo. 

30,103 

26 

A.  Bird, 

Palmyra,  Mo. 

37,666 

97 

8.  Merry, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

11,000 

00 

D.  E.  Moore,  - 

Demopolis,  Ala. 

4,980 

09 

8.  Cruse, 

Hunlsville,  Ala. 

9,818 

10 

N.  E.  Benson,  - 

Montgomery,  Ala.  - 

1,035 

62 

L.  W.  Lawler,  - 

Mardisville,  Ala. 
Sparta,  Ala. 

7,«1 1 

91 

A.  D.  Carey,  - 

8,977 
5,763 

15 

W.  O.  Parrish,  - 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala.  - 

00 

G.  H.  Holliman, 

Augusta,  Miss. 

3,028 

04 

R.  Eastiu, 

Ouachita,  La. 

11,286 

96 

T.  C.  Sheldon,  - 

Branson,  Mich. 

26,837 

92 

J.  Kearaley, 

Detroit,  Mich. 

14,010 

02 

D.  B.  MlUer,  - 

Monroe,  Mich. 

10,764 

16 

J.  Eneur, 

t,  » ...  Haskell,  - 

26,370 

65 

.Saginaw,  Mich. 
Washington,  Ark.  - 
Green  Bsy,  W.  T. 

9,875 

87 

D.  T.  Wilter,  - 

3,495 

24 

T.  Lee, 

18,373 

46 

R.  Parks, 

Milwaukie,  W.  T. 

lf;,396 

22 

Pontitoc,  Miss. 

7,632 

67 

£930,764  39 

Amount  in  hands 

of  collectors,      -  - 

$34,971  45 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  draft*  on  col- 
lectors who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 
office,  but  only  to  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treasury,  .... 


500  00 


-    $34,471  45 


Amount  in  hands  of  receivers, 

From  which  deduct  amount  of  drafts  on  re- 
ceivers who  have  made  no  returns  to  this 
office,  but  only  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


$930,764  39 


109,483  98 


Aggregate  of  statement  U, 


■  $821,280  41 


Taa&auBT  DsrinTMRNT  U.  8., 

Tbkabcrse's  Orrics,  Sept.  15,  1837. 


ESTIMATED  STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY  ON 
THE  1st  OF  OCTOBER,  1837. 


■September  18,  1837.  Submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Estimated  state  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October. 

1837. 

8pecie  fund  in  land  offices  and 

banks,  -  -  -  $700,000 

Do       in  the  mint,         -  800,000 

$1,500,000 

6,000,000 

1,500,000 
-  $8,000,000 


Balances  doe  from  banks,  which  will 
undrawn  on  the  1  st  of  October,  - 

Instalment  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  the  1st  of  October,  deducting  the 
amount  paid  through  an  arrangement  with 
the  Navy  Department,  about 


Available  and  unavailable  funds 
Deduct  the  sums  which  will  not  be  available 
either  for  deposite  or  for  current  cxpemeg 
of  Government  for  some  time  to  come,  viz : 
Employed  in  the  mint  for  the  purchssc  of 
bullion,  dec.,  which  cannot  be  applied  to 
any  immediate  use,  -  -  $500,000 


Vot.  XIV.— A  8 
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Indiana  in  Military  Service. 


Of  the  five  millions  due  from 

banks,  only  $750,000  are  due 

from  banks  east  and  north  of 

Virginia,  and  but  $250,000 

from  other  banks,  which  can  be 

considered  available;  leaving 

wholly  unavailable  in  remote 

banks,  ...  $4,000,000 
It  is  understood  that  Ums  Bank  of 

the  United  State*  has  become 

the  purchaser  e(  Treasury 

transfer  drafts  to  the  States, 

(presuming  that  they  were, 

like  other  drafts,  receivable  in 

payment  of  public  dues,)  to 

meet  the  instalment  due  on  the 

1st  of  October.  Whether  they 

are  received  or  not,  the  fund 

will  be  unavailable — in  the  one 

case  the  claim  continues  on  the 

United  States  Bank,  and  in 

the  other  the  balance  due  from 

the  State  Iwwks  is  increased  to 

the  amount  ol          -  -  1,500,000 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  to  meet 
current  expense* 

Of  which  there  is  in  specie       -  1,000,000 

Balances  due  from  non-specie- 
pay  iug  banks  -  -  1,000,000 


6,000,000 
$3,000,00 


half  million  allowed  by  law  for  the 
mint  - 


of  the 

-  1,000,000 


Amount  to  be  provided  - 


$15,100,000 
6,000,00 

$9,100,000 


INDIANS  IN  MILITARY  SERVICE. 


ttate  of  the  Treasury  in  the  hut  quarter  of  the 
year,  excluding  unavailable  funds,  or  all  funds  which 
cannot  be  applied  to  the  current  expenses  if  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October— 
In  specie      -  -  -  $1,000,000 

In  banks      -  -  -  1,000,000 

 $2,000,000 

Receivable  from  lands,  probably 
less,  but  may  be       -  -  1,000,000 

Current  receipts  from  customs, 
bonds,  cash,  duties,  &c.  if  the 
payment  of  the  bonds  be  post- 
poned, and  not  including  sus- 
pended bonds  -         -  1,000,000 

Suspended  bonds,  payable  from 
the  middle  f  f  November  to  the 
1st  of  January         -  -  1,900,000 

Receipts  from  miscellaneous 
sources        ...  100,000 

  4,000,000 


>6, 000,000 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  18/A  Sep- 
tember, in  relation  to  Indians  employed in  the  military 
service.  September  21,  1837,  orderedto  lie  on  the  table. 

Wis  Dkpabtxbbt, 

September  21,  1837. 
8ib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of 
the  Commanding  General,  in  anawer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representative*  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  the 
number  of  Indians  employed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Semi- 
nole war,  and  copies  of  all  orders  and  ins 
which  said  Indians  hnvc  been  employed,  dtc. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedier 

J.  R.  POIN8ETT. 

Hon.  Jam  as  K.  Polk, 


The  expenditures  during  the  last  quarter,  esti- 
mated at  the  monthly  rales,  for  the  first 
eight  months  in  the  year,  will  be  -  -  9,000,000 

Extraordinary  appropriations  which  will 
be  immediately  required  for  the  Florida 
war  ....  1,000,000 

Allowance  for  drafts  on  banks,  (4§  millions 
outsisnding, )  which  have  been  issued,  snd 
which  may  be  returned  in  the  last  quarter  in 
payment  of  public  dues,  instead  of  money, 
besides  the  million  ami  a  half  purchased  by 
the  United  States  Bank    -  -  500,000 

Balance  required  to  be  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
contingent  demands,  (particularly  necessary 
when  the  outstanding  appropriations  amount 
to  24  million*,)  and  excluding  the  additional 


Haano.vAKTBaa  or  the  Armt, 

Washington,  September  19,  1837. 
Si  a:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives dated  September  18,  1837,  requiring  M  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  Indiana  employed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Seminole  war,  and  copies  of  all  ordes  and  in- 
structions under  which  Indians  have  been  employed,"  Ac-, 
I  have  respectfully  to  report,  that  an  examination  of  the 
files  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  shows  that  a  rep- 

amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  was  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  of  September,  1836,  by  Major  General  Jesup's 
order,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  Heab«t/abtbr«  Abut  or  tbi  8octh, 
"Oanxa  No.  50. 

"1.  A  hand  of  friendly  Indian  w  arriors  will  be  immedi- 
ately raised  and  organized  fur  cpeciel  service,  under  in 
atructions  from  the  Commanding  General.  They  will  be 
mustered  into  the  service,  mounted,  equipped,  supplied, 
and  paid  aa  mounted  volunteers,  for  twelve  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged.  Cptain  J.  P.  Lane  is  appointed  to 
raise,  organise,  and  command  them.  He  will  be  mustered 
in  for  the  same  period  as  Colonel,  subject  to  I 
of  the  President  of  the  United  8tates." 

It  is  presumed  that  authority  for  the  above 
from  ibe  Secretary  of  War  a  letter  dated  July  11,  1836, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

Was  Depabtxext, 

"  Washington,  July  11,  1836. 
"Sir:  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  few  Creek  war- 
riors might  be  useful  to  Governor  Call,  and  might  be  wil- 
ling to  l»e  employed  in  the  contemplated  expedition  against 
the  Seminole  Indians.  You  w  ill  please  to  correspond  wiih 
Governor  Csll  on  this  subject,  and  if  he  should  desire  it,  I 
would  think  you  to  raise  a  small  corps  of  this  descrption, 
not  exceeding  two  or  three  hundred,  «od  send 
to  Florida.  They  may  be  paid  and  organt 
tecrs,  but  should  be  placed  under  the  command  of 
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in  Military  Service. 


[26th  Co  so.  1st  8em. 


white  man,  well  acquainted  with  them,  and  who  baa  their 
confidence.  It  ia  presumed  that  enough  young  men  would 
be  willing  to  go,  without  requiring  their  families  to  he  re- 
tained in  Alabama  until  their  return.  This  meaauro  of  re- 
taining Indian  families  ought  to  be  avoided,  as  tbe  iinme- 
!  of  ihe  Indians  seems  to  be  indiioensnblv  ne- 

"Major  Gen.  T.  8.  Jebub, 
"  For/  Mitchell, 

About  the  commencement  of  the  Indian  hoatihlie*  in 
Florida,  a  hand  of  90  friendly  Indiana  was  received  into 
ihn  servicB  by  Cuptain  Belton,  the  commanding  officer  at 
Tampa  bay,  as  seen  by  bia  letter  of  tbe  7th  of  January, 
1836;  but  no  rolls  of  them  have  been  received,  and  it  ia 
not  known  for  what  time  they  were  so  employed ;  it  is  pre- 
somed  not  long,  however. 

On  the  recommendation  of  General  Jesup,  made  on  the 
17th  Juiie  last,  tflnt  a  thousand  Northern  Indian  warriors 
should  be  engaged  to  lake  the  place  of  the  Creek  regiment 
which  waa  about  to  be  discharged,  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  took  measures,  on  the  36'h  of  July,  to  call  into  the 
service  of  the  United  State*  that  force,  to  be  composed  as 

Delaware*,  .....  300 
Sbawneea,    -  .  .  -  -  400 

Sac*  and  Foxes,       -         ...         _  100 
Kicapoos,     .....  100 
Choctaw*,    .....  300 
It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  (bat  Msjor  General  8cott, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1836,  called  on  Colonel  Hojran, 
the  a  ire  nt  for  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  from  that  nation  five 
hundred  warrior*,  to  serve  against  the  Seminole*;  hut 
owing  to  delays  and  difficulties  not  within  the  General's 
control,  they  were  not  raised. 

The  orders,  instructions,  and  correspondence  having 
to  thia  subject,  are  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
I  to  17,  inclusive.  Respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  Major  Gen' I, 

Commanding  in  Chief. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poivsbtt,  &c'y  of  War. 

No.  1. 
Four  Mitch  ill, 

Creek  Agency,  Feb.  1,  1836. 
Mi  iiea*  Gesebal:  I  have  thia  day  received  a  letter 
from  the  honorable  tho  Secretary  of  War,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy,  from  which  I  have  learned  that  you  are 
agatu  in  the  field,  and  that  the  important  duty  of  subduing 
the  Seminole*  has  been  assigned  to  you,  and  that  I  am  or. 
dered  to  report  myself  to  yon,  and  receive  and  carry  into 
effect  such  instructions  as  yon  may  give  me.  Now,  thia 
is  nil  newa  to  me,  and  ia  perfect  Hebrew,  unleas  the  De- 
partment meant,  in  a  modest  way,  to  aay  to  me,  Take  a 
thousand  of  your  Creek  Indians  and  repair  to  Florida,  and 
aid  General  Scett  to  subdue  these  rascally  Seminole*. 
If  this  was  their  view,  why  not  aay  ao  at  once,  and  you 
ahould,  in  a  very  ahort  time,  have  me  again  alongside  of  you, 
tuning  at  the  old  oar.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  could, 
in  ten  days,  raise  you  1,000  warrior*,  and  be  on  tbe  march 
to  join  your  army;  and,  in  as  many  more  days,  be  witb 
you ;  all  that  is  necessary  ia  an  order  to  that  effect.  But  the 
fee  rotary  seems  to  think  the  Crock  Indians  are  hostile. 
This  is  not  the  fact ;  although  some  little  skirmishing  has 
taken  place,  on  the  Georgia  aide  of  the  river,  and  some  few 
lives  have  been  km  on  both  aidea;  but  a  peace  has  been 
effected  here  to-day  between  two  militia  general  officers, 
from  Georgia,  und  tbe  chiefs;  and  an  agreement  baa  been 
signed  by  all  tbe  chiefs  present.  I  was  fifty  miles  below 
here  night  before  last,  and,  hearing  of  these  murders,  I 
came  up  yesterday,  and  to-day  effected  this  peace,  which 


I  hope  and  trust  will  last  at  leaat  until  we  can  get  them 
out  of  the  country.  I  am  uaing  every  exertion  to  effect 
this  object,  and  have  no  doubt  hut  1  shall  be  successful,  in 
a  measure,  in  the  course  of  this  spring.  A  report  is  going 
tbe  rounds  of  the  pulilic  papers,  that  a  large  body  of  tbe 
Creeks  have  joined  the  Setninoles ;  this,  you  may  rely  on, 
is  incorrect.  I  have  recently  visited  all  the  lower  town*, 
and  there  ia  none  of  their  people  absent ;  and  you  may 
rely  on  it  that,  including  all  the  stragglers  that  may  have 
joined  the  Serainolca  during  the  last  summer,  they  cannot 
exceed  one  hundred  in  all ;  hat  I  am  told  that  they  are  re- 
inforced hy  a  number  of  runaway  negroes,  who  are  decided- 
ly the  moet  active,  keen,  and  intelligent  fellows  amongst 
them.  Whatever  their  atrength  was  before  this  war,  their 
reinforcements  cannot  exceed  three  or  four  hundred,  of 
every  description. 

In  relation  to  tbe  Creeks,  there  wouIJ  be  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  their  services,  or  in  depending  on  them  after 
they  were  procured.  Whether,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, the  Government  would  be  willing  to  employ  them 
against  tbe  Seminole*,  is  more  than  I  can  say  ;  hut,  if 
they  should,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  as 
many  as  you  might  choose  to  muster  into  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  friend,  &c, 
JNO.  B.  HOGAN, 
Superintendent  -Creek  removal. 

Major  General  W.  Scott, 

Commanding  in  Florida. 

Wll  DSP  A*TM  KST, 

Washington,  January  21,  188G. 

8ia  :  Major  General  8cott  has  been  directed  to  assume 
tbo  general  direction  of  operations  in  Florida.  Recent  in- 
lelligence  has  led  to  tbe  belief  that  the  Creeka  have  active- 
ly  joined,  or  intend  to  join,  the  Seminole  Indiana  in  their 
hostilities.  Should  such  prove  to  he  the  case,  General 
Scott  has  orders  to  reduce  tbe  Creek  Indians,  as  well  as 
the  Semi  notes,  to  unconditional  submission.  In  this  ■ 
yon  will  please  to  report  yourself  to  him,  and 
cate  to  him  all  the  instructions  and  information  in  your 
[tossesjion  respecting  the  views  of  the  Government  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  Creek  Indiana.  You  will 
also  carry  into  effect  auch  instruction*  on  this  mstter  as  he 
may  give  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Col.  Jon*  B.  Hooan,  Co/«m6«*.  Ua. 

No.  2. 

Tallahassee,  Flobjiia, 

March  7,  1836. 

Da  a  a  bib:  Major  Flournoy  and  Mr.  Watson,  of  Co- 
lumbua,  Georgia,  who  wilt  band  you  this  letter,  bas  ap- 
plied to  me  to  receive  into  tbe  service  200  Indians  that  be 
has  conditionally  engaged.  It  ia  a  matter  over  which  I 
have  no  authority,  and  accordingly  have  referred  him  to 
you.  If,  aa  I  presume  will  be  the  case,  tbe  Indiana  shall 
betake  themselves  to  hammocks  and  swamps,  and  seek  for 
safety  there,  thoee  Indians  may  prove  highly  aerviceable 
in  discovering  their  retreat;  besides,  aa  in  war  time* neigh- 
boring tribe*  are  not  disposed  to  be  inactive,  they  may  join 
tbe  enemy  if  you  refuse  to  take  them  into  your  service.  I 
should  think,  therefoio,  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  au- 
thorize those  gentlemen  to  bring  thorn  to  Tampa.  The 
Chattaboochie  river  being  now  in  fine  order,  they  could 
very  soon  be  transported  in  a  steamboat  to  Tampa  bay. 

I  have  no  newa  either  from  the  army  or  el«ew  hrre.  Our 
difference  with  France  is  adjusted,  without  war  and  with- 
out apology. 

In  thia  Territory  horses,  nor  supplies  for  them,  could  be 
procured;  accordingly,  one-half,  aay  800,  were  sent  to 
Tampa  bay,  under  Major  Read.    About  200  are,  or  soon 
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wHl  be,  on  the  frontier  about  the  8uwannce,  to  guard 
against  those  marauding  straying  partiea  tbat  may  attempt 
any  mischief  there. 

With  great  respect, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

Gen.  WurrriLD  8cott. 

No.  3. 

Hkat>4uabtbbs  Abmt  or  Flobiba, 
Obbkr  No.  13.  Fort  Drane,  March  14,  1836. 

General  Thomas  Mfoodward,  of  Macon  county,  Alaba- 
ma, is  authorized,  aided  by  Majors  J.  H.  Watson  and  W. 
B.  Plournoy,  to  accept  the  services  ot  any  five  hundred 
Creek  warriors,  to  be  employed  aa  auxiliaries  in  the  pres- 
ent war  against  tho  8eminoIe  Indians.  Should  General 
Woodward  decline  taking  the  command  of  these  friendly 
Indians,  Major  Watson,  assisted  by  Major  Plournoy,  will 
take  the  command  of  them. 


The  United  Stales  ngents  in  the  Creek  nation  will  give, 
every  facility  in  raising  and  despatching  the  nu/xiliory  force 
mentioned  above.  The  force  will  proceed,  by  water,  from 
the  Creek  country  to  Tampa  bay,  where,  on  its  arrival,  it 
will  be  reported  to  any  general  or  colonel  who  may  be  in 
command  in  that  quarter. 

Commissions,  of  coarse,  cannot  be  granted  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  may  be  employed  with  this  force;  but  the 
commander  will  he  considered  as  having  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  the  next  officer  the  rank  of  major,  and  the 
third  that  of  captain.  Should  more  officers  be  requisite, 
one  or  two  lieutenants  will  be  recognised  ;  hut  this  will  be 
a  subject  for  future  determination. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

No.  4. 

War  Drpahtmxbt,  April  12,  1836. 
8in :  I  enclose  herewith  an  extract  of  a  letter  received 
from  Colonel  Hogan,  together  with  a  copy  of  one  this  day 
addressed  to  him. 

As  my  views  are  fully  expressed  in  the  letter  to  Colonel 
Hogan,  I  need  not  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  them. 
Very  rcsj>ccifullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CA88. 
Major  General  Scott,  Fort  King,  Florida. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  John  B.  Hogan  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  doled 

Tcskkobb,  March  28,  1836. 
Sin :  At  this  council  Mr.  John  H.  Watson,  the  same 
young  man  who  commenced  all  the  late  disturbances  at 
Columbus,  by  attacking  a  party  of  Creeks  Mow  Fort 
Mitchell,  in  which  aflair  two  white  men  were  killed  ;  this 
Mr.  Watson  came  on  the  ground  with  a  piece  of  paper 
pui|>orting  to  be  a  copy  of  an  order  recently  issued  by  Ma- 
jor General  Scott,  authorizing  General  Woodward,  of  this 
place,  who  is  one  of  the  new  batch  of  emigrating  contract- 
ors, to  accept  the  services  of  any  500  Creek  Indiana,  aa 
volunteers.  Gcoeial  W.  declined  making  any  efforts  to 
raise  volunteers,  by  staling  that  it  was  a  well-known  fscl 
that  he  hod  no  influence  with  the  Indians,  but  if  they  were 
raised,  and  no  better  man  could  bo  found,  he  would  go 
with  them  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  could  understand  his  open 
declarations,  he  appeared  to  disapprove  altogether  of  the 
project,  as  it  was  his  opinion  tbat  it  would  retard  emigra- 
tion. Mr.  Watson,  who  appears  to  be  a  wild,  rash,  in- 
considerate young  man,  insisted  that  I  was  bound  to  raise 
the  warriors.  I  referred  him  to  Captain  Page,  as  a  mili- 
tary officer,  and  who  was  acting  as  superintendent,  but  he 
seemed  to  think  that  a  word  or  two  from  me  would  induce 
the  chiefs  to  jump  at  the  offer.  In  the  mean  time  I  con- 
sulted Captain  Page,  who  was  decidedly  opposed  to  send- 
ing Indians  under  the  orders  of  such  a  man,  and,  indeed, 
seemed  to  disapprove  of  it.    I  also  consulted  with  Opolh- 


leoholo,  who  said  he  did  not  want  his  people  to  engage  in 
any  such  war  at  present;  that  he  was  anxious  to  get  off  for 
the  West;  hut  if  the  Secretary  of  war  wanted  his  people  to 
go,  he  did  not  wish  them  to  go  with  men  he  did  know, 
and  of  course  hod  no  confidence  in.  Other  chiefs  told  me 
the  same  thing.  Mr.  Watson  continued  to  follow  me 
about,  and  insisting  that  I  mnst  get  him  Indians  to  go; 
and  at  last  he  became  rude  and  offensive.  I  then  cot  bin 
short,  by  telling  him  if  he  had  any  communications  to 
make  me,  to  do  it  in  writing,  and  I  would  in  the  same 
manner  reply.  1  ni>o  consulted  tne  emigrating  eonuart- 
OTs,  who  I  had  reason  to  think  were  pushing  on  Watson, 
and  ashed  thorn,  if  the  Indian  warriors  were  raised,  if  tbey 
would  give  me,  from  under  their  hands,  a  rclinquifhmenl 
of  any  claim  they  might  hereafter  choose  to  prefer  for  dam- 
ages  on  account  of  those  Indians  being  carried  to  ~ 
they  would  not  give 
tho  W  ar 


but  the  Indians  might  go  if  the 
their  services. 

Whatever  inclination  I  might  have  to  obey  General 
Scott's  orders,  and  certainly  there  is  no  officer  I  have  ever 
served  under  that  I  more  highly  love  and  respect,  and 
whose  orders  at  all  times  afforded  roe  more  pleasure  to 
obey,  yet,  in  tho  present  instance,  I  have  deemed  it 
prudent  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  you.  I  can 
perceive  General  Scott's  situation  when  he  gave  that 
order  to  tho»e  young  men,  Watson  and  Flournoy,  who 
visited  him  at  Picolalo,  and  no  doubt  made  a  display  of 
their  patriotism  and  popularity  among  the  Creeks,  and 
urged  the  General  to  give  them  an  order  to  bring  into  the 
field  600  Indiana.  The  General  seeing  but  one  side,  sod 
being  pleased  with  their  spirit,  gave  the  order ;  you  will 
see,  too,  that  the  order  (a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  en- 
close)  does  not  embrace  an  order  on  the  commissariat  or 
quartermaster  general's  department  lor  subsistence  and 
transportation,  or  on  the  ordnance  department  for  arms,  or 
their  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
nor  was  it  personally  addressed  to  Captain  Page  or  myself, 
or  would  Mr.  Watson  vouch  that  it  was  a  correct  copy  of 
General  8colt's  order,  as  he  wrote  it,  he  said,  from  mem- 
ory. If  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  500  Creek  warriors  en- 
gage in  this  war,  I  have  but  little  doubt  they  can  be  obtain- 
ed, if  proper  persons  are  sent  to  command  them,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  either  Mr.  Watson  or  Mr.  Flournoy  are  the 
riirhi  gort  of  persona  to  be  charged  with  such  a  command. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of  either,  but  I  should 
think  they  lack  the  other  requisites  of  a  commander,  via : 
prudence,  temper,  caution,  and  experience.  If,  however, 
you  wish  the  order  complied  with,  it  shall  be  attempted 
and  enforced  as  far  as  my  influence  will  go.  In  my 
Unit  communication  to  General  Scott,  I  made  a  tender 
of  my  services,  should  he  require  Indians  in  this  cam- 
paign ;  not  having  heard  from  him,  I  presumed  the  Depart- 
ment would  sanction  the  employment  of  tbem,  and  thought 
no  more  on  the  subject.  If,  however,  I  am  mistaken,  I 
again  lender  my  services  to  go  aa  commander  of  such  • 
body  as  the  Department  may  order.  A  matter  of  that  sort 
is  much  more  to  my  teste  than  the  duties  now  assigned  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  HOGAN. 

Hon.  Lkwis  Cabs. 

No.  5. 

Wax  Dbfarthbrt,  April  12,  1836. 
9i>  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  -  ultimo. 
With  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  Creek  Indians  un- 
der the  orders  of  General  Scott,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  yon 
any  definite  imtructiotis.  I  would  rattier  that  the  campaign 
,  should  be  brought  to  a  successful  termination  without  the 
aid  of  the  Creek  Indians.  Still,  if  from  the  nature  of  the 
operations,  this  cannot  be  done  without  i 
troops  to  the  unhealthfulneas  of  the 


in  the  sickly 
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Mmson  of  the  year,  the  Department  will  consent  to  have  a 
rorpa  of  these  Indiana  raised,  if  thej  are  willing  to  bo  mi 
employed.  But  the  time  which  ha«  intervened  since  the 
authority  given  by  General  8cott  on  thia  subject,  and  the 
great  changes  which  may  have  occurred  in  the  state  of 
tltings  in  Florida,  render  it  inexpedient  to  give  directions 
here  to  have  any  measure*  taken.  I  think  it  is  best  that  you 
Khould  explain  to  the  Creeks  the  views  of  General  8cott, 
in  relation  to  the  employment  of  these  young  men,  and  re- 
quest them  to  have  in  readiness  the  force  which  he  required 
to  be  called  out,  should  General  Scott  again  renew  the  re- 
quisition. In  the  mean  time  I  shall  communicate  these 
\icws  to  General  8cott,  and  refer  to  his  own  discretion  the 
course  which  shall  be  taken. 

I  have  to  request  your  zealous  co-operation  in  whatever 
measures  General  8cott  may  think  necessary. 

Very  respectful)?,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CA8S. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Hooaw.  Columbus,  Georgia. 

No.  6. 

Extract  from  a  Utter  of  Major  General  Tkomat  S.  Jetup  to 
the  Hon.  B.  F.  Butler,  (Secretary  of  War  ad  interim,) 
dated 

"  Fort  Dam,  AforeA  7,  1837. 
"  When  the  Indian  regiment  was  raised  in  the  Creek 
country  for  service  in  Florida,  it  was  distinctly  understood  [ 
by  them,  a*  well  as  by  me,  that  they  were  to  be  allowed  to 
return  to  Alabama  in  time  to  remove  to  the  country  as- 
signed to  them  in  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  before  the 
reason  for  planting  their  corn.  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  retain  tbem  in  service  op  to  this  time,  and  it  is  important 
that  they  remain  until  the  3eminolea  remove.  Had  they 
left  me  on  the  1st  of  February,  according  to  the  assurancca 
given  to  them,  I  most  have  called  into  service  at  least  two 
regiments  of  militia  or  volunteers,  to  have  taken  their  places, 
at  a  heavy  expense ;  besides,  there  would  have  been  much 
loss  of  time  in  discharging  the  Indians,  and  bringing  into 
service  the  militia.  From  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
circumstances  in  which  1  found  myself,  as  well  as  from  the 
mtuation  of  the  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  in 
which  we  were  operating,  1  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
sound  policy,  as  well  as  considerations  of  economy,  made 
it  proper  to  retain  the  Indian  force.  To  induce  them  to 
remain,  I  assured  them  that  if  they  should  be  detained  be- 
yond the  planting  season,  the  United  State*  would  not  only 
subsist  them  for  twelve  months  aAer  their  arrival  West, 
but,  in  addition  to  that  period,  until  the  time  of  gathering 
their  crops  next  year.  By  the  arrangement  which  I  have 
made  with  them,  a  considerable  sum  will  be  saved  to  the 
Treasury  in  the  end,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Department. " 

No.  7. 

Wab  Dkpabtmkkt,  March  27,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  respecting  the  further  continuance  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Creek  warriors  in  the  service  of  the  United  8tates. 
The  masons  given  by  you  for  adopting  this  measure  ore 
entirely  satisfactory,  and  the  Department  therefore  approves 
it,  and  will  carry  into  effect  the  assurances  which  you  have 
given  those  Indians  respecting  their  subsistence  after  their 
arrival  at  their  homes  in  the  Weet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Maj.  Gen.  Tbovas  8.  Jasrp, 

Fort  Dade,  Carey',  Ferry,  Florida. 

No.  8. 

W»i  Dkpabtmibt,  July  28,  1837. 
Sib  :  It  having  been  deemed  advisable  to  employ  a  body 
of  friendly  Indian  a  to  aid  in  the  operations  against  the  Sem- 


inole* of  Florida  during  the  next  campaign,  you  are  requi- 
red to  endeavor  to  engage  for  this  service  four  hundred 
8hawnees,  two  hundred  Delaware*,  and  one  hundred 
Kickapoo*,  to  be  selected  from  the  most  intelligent  of  those 
best  affected  towards  the  United  States.  Vou  will  repre- 
sent to  them  that  they  will  be  divided  into  bands  of  fifty 
each,  including  the  individual  who  may  have  the  command 
or  each  band,  and  who  will  be  selected  by  those  composing 
the  bands  out  of  their  own  number.  The  compensation  of 
these  Indiana  for  six  months'  service  will  be  as  follows  :  to 
the  chief  of  each  band  four  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars, 
and  to  all  other*,  each  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollar*. 
Beside*  this  pay,  they  will  be  subsisted  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government ;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  assure  them  that 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  give  them,  should  they  desire 
it,  the  same  kind  of  ration  which  tbey  now  receive ;  and 
that  should  any  of  the  Indians  thus  engaged,  die  or  be  killed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  the  amount  of  pay 
which  may  be  due  them  for  the  six  months'  service  will  be 
given  to  their  families. 

These  Indians  will  be  armed  with  their  own  rifles  and 
implements,  so  far  a*  they  poises*  them,  and  those  who 
may  not  have  them  of  their  own  will  be  furnished  by  the 
United  States,  the  cost  of  which  to  be  deducted  from  their 
pay.  Each  band  will  select  its  own  interpreter,  who  will 
be  enrolled  and  will  compose  one  or  the  fifty.  The 
pensation  of  each  interpreter,  for  the  six 
will  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  enrolment  and  organi- 
zation of  thia  force  should  bo  completed  sufficiently  early  to 
admit  of  its  transportation  to  Tampa  bay,  Florida,  by  the 
middle  of  October  next  at  latest.  In  the  duty  of  enrolling 
and  organising,  you  will  be  assisted  by  one  or  more  officers 
of  the  army,  who  will  join  you  at  the  proper  time  for  the 
purpose,  arid  who,  when  this  doty  shall  have  been  complet- 
ed, will  take  charge  of  the  Indians,  and  conduct  them  in 
transport*  on  their  way  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  POINSETT. 

Major  R.  W.  Cdmmims, 

Fori  Leavenworth,  Missouri. 


for 


[Same  to  Captain  William  Armstrong,  substituting 
t  name*  and  numbers  of  the  tribes,  two  hundred  Ci 

antral  J.  M.  Street,  substituting  for  the  names 
of  the  tribes,  one  hundred  Sacs  and  Foxes.  J 


the 
laws. 


No.  9. 

Extract  from  a  letter  to  Major  General  Thomoi  S.  Jctup. 

"Wax  Dspabtxixt,  July  1,  1837. 
"  Measures  have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  Indian  force 
you  have  recommended,  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  thousand 
warrior*  will  be  at  Tampa  in  time  to  co-operate  with  the 
regulars  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  :  say  two 
hundred  De'awares,  four  hundred  Shawnees,  one-  hundred 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  one  hundred  Kickapoos,  and  two  hundred 
Coocuws ;  making  in  all  one  thousand  warriors." 

No.  10. 

Wab  Drpartmewt,  Auguit  1,  1837. 
8ia  :  I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  instructions 
that  have  been  issued  in  reference  to  the  employment  of  an 
Indian  force  during  the  next  campaign  in  Florida. 

r,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POIN8ETT. 
Thomas  8.  J  user, 
Corey's  Ferry,  Florida. 

No.  11. 

Wab  Dxpabtxbbt,  August  8,  1837. 
8ib  :  M»jor  Urnnt,  quartermaster  st  St.  Louis,  ban  been 
instructed  to  turn  over  to  you  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
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dollars,  which  U  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  enga- 
ging the  8hawnees,  Delaware*,  Kick* poo*,  and  8ac  and 
Fox  Indian*,  for  service  in  Florida. 

These  expense*  will  comprise  those  necessarily  Incurred 
by  the  agent  in  assembling  the  Indians  at  some  proper 
point,  the  cost  of  their  subsistence  while  there,  ontil  they 
shall  have  been  regularly  enrolled  and  organized  into  com- 
panies and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  State*, 
and  of  soch  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of. 
Payments  for  these  objects  will  be  made  upon  account*  cer- 
tified by  the  agent  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  Indians 
together.  Of  the  sum  mentioned,  you  will  place  two  thou- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  bands  of  Captain  Bean,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  clothing  the  Shawnee*,  Delaware*, 
and  Kickapoos,  and  the  remainder  you  will  take  charge  of, 
and  pay  the  expenses  incident  to  the  assembling  of  the 
8  ics  and  Foxes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  mod  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POIN8ETT. 

Lieut.  Bkxj.  Poole,  Si.  Lout*,  Mo. 

No.  18. 

War  Dbpartmrrt,  August  8,  1637. 
Sir  :  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incident 
to  aascmtilintr  the  Choctaw  Indians  required  for  service  in 
Florida,  for  subsisting  them  till  they  shall  have  have  been 
enrolled,  organized,  and  regularly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  8tatea,  and  of  providing  them  with  such  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of,  the 
assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Gibson,  has  been  instructed 
to  place  in  your  hands  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 
You  will  make  the  payments  for  the  above  objects,  and  for 
•*uch  other  expenses  a*  the  agent  may  necessarily  incur,  on 
accounts  certified  by  the  agent  whose  doty  it  is  to  assemble 
the  Indians. 

With  respect  to  arms  for  such  of  these  Indians  as  may 
not  have  them,  these  will  be  supplied  from  the  arsenal  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana;  at  which  place,  in  transporting 
the  Indiana  to  New  Orleans,  you  will  stop,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  the  Indians  with  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  % 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Capt;  Bt»J.  L.  E.  BomntvrLLt, 

V.  S.  Army,  Fort  Gibeon,  Ark. 

No.  13. 

Wan  Dbpartxsjtt,  Augtut  9,  1837. 

Sir  :  Captains  Gordon  and  Bean  have  been  selected  to 
assist  you  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the 
Shawnees,  Delaware*,  and  Kickapoos,  for  service  in  Flor- 
ida, imposed  upon  you  by  my  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and 
to  take  charge  of  those  Indians  and  conduct  them  to  Flori- 
da, when  they  shall  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  the  hands  of 
Captains  Gordon  and  Bean,  such  an  amount  of  fund*  as 
will,  it  is  supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be 
necessary  to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered. 
These  expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of 
those  incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  the  Indians  at 
one  point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  arti- 
cles of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render 
them  comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on 
their  part  toward*  the  United  States.  Account*  for  these 
object*  will  be  paid  by  Captain*  Gordon  and  Bean,  on  your 
certificate;  and  I  have  to  request,  thst  in  your  expenditures, 
you  will  be  prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circumstance* 
will  permit. 

8hould  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  either  tribes  named,  you  will  u*e  your  discretion  in 
making  up  the  deficiency  from  one  or  both  of  the  others  - 
and  should  the  number  of  each  tribe  which  you  may  pre- 


vail upon  to  enter  the  service,  fall  short  of  that  required, 
you  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  from  other 
tribes,  being  careful  to  employ  those  who  would  serve  with 
the  Shawnee*,  Delaware*,  and  Kickapoos,  without  danger 
of  difficulty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  R.  W.  Cvxmt*b,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Missouri. 

No.  14. 

War  Dkfa  rtmkrt,  August  9,  1837. 

Sin  :  Lieutenant  Poole  ha*  been  selected  to  assist  you 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the  8ac*  and 
Foxes  for  service  in  Florida,  imposed  upon  you  by  my  let- 
ter of  the  22d  mltiino,  and  to  take  charge  of  those  Indians 
and  conduct  them  to  Florida,  when  they  shall  have  been 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 

Measure*  have  been  taken  for  placing  iu  the  hands  of 
Lieutenant  Poole  such  an  amount  of  fund*  us  will,  it  is 
supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  lie  necessary 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered.  The^e 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of  those 
incident  to  the  messures  for  collecting  the  Indians  at  one 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  articles 
of  clothing  a*  may  be  immediately  required  to  render  them 
comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on  their 
part  toward*  the  United  8tatrs.  Account*  for  these  objects 
will  be  paid  by  Lieutenant  Poole,  on  your  certificate  ;  and 
I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures,  you  will  be 
prudent,  and  a*  economical  a*  circumstance*  will  permit. 

Should  you  not  succeed  iu  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
.ber  of  Sacs  and  Foxes,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  from  some  other  tribe,  being  careful,  however, 
in  engaging  those  who  would  harmonize  in  feeling  with  the 
Sacs  and  Poxes,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  of 
difficulty  from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Gen.  J.  M.  Strxit, 

To  the  care  of  Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  St.  LmU,  Missouri. 

No.  15. 

War  Drfartmkxt,  August  9,  1837. 
Sir  :  Captain  Bonneville  has  been  selected  to  assist  yon 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  engaging  the  Choctaw* 
for  service  in  Florida,  imposed  upon  you  by  my  letter  of 
the  32d  ultimo,  and  to  take  charge  of  those  Indians  and 
conduct  them  to  Florida  when  they  shall  have  been  mus- 
tered into  the  service  ol  the  United  8tates. 

Measure*  have  been  taken  for  placing  in  tho  hands  of 
Captain  Bonneville  such  an  amount  of  funds  as  will,  it  i* 
supposed,  defray  the  expenses  which  it  may  be  necessary 
to  incur  previous  to  the  Indians  being  mustered.  These 
expenses,  it  is  presumed,  will  principally  consist  of  those 
incident  to  the  measures  for  collecting  tho  Indians  at  one 
point,  their  subsistence,  and  the  purchase  of  such  article* 
of  clothing  as  may  be  immediately  required  to  render  them 
comfortable,  and  to  create  a  favorable  impression  on  their 
part  towards  the  United  State*.  Account*  for  these  objects 
will  be  paid  by  Captain  Bonneville,  on  your  certificate; 
and  I  have  to  request,  that  in  your  expenditures,  you  will 
be  prudent,  and  as  economical  as  circumstances  will  permit- 
Should  you  not  succeed  in  engaging  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  Choclaws,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency from  some  other  tribe ;  being  careful,  however,  in 
engaging  those  who  would  harmonize  in  feeling  with  the 
Choctaws,  and  serve  with  them  without  danger  of  difficul- 
ty from  dissensions  between  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  moU  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Captain  William  Ariistroiui, 

Choctaw  Agency,  Arkansas. 
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No.  16. 

Wll  DarABTMBBT,  .AufftM*  9,  1837. 

Sib  :  Io  the  instructions  to  Major  Cummins,  whom  you 
are  to  aaaUt  in  engaging  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  required  for 
service  in  Florida,  he  i*  told  that  those  Indians  who  may 
not  have  the  necessary  arms  and  accoutrements  will  l>c 
provided  with  them  by  the  United  Slates ;  and  I  have  now 
to  inform  you  that  these  will  be  supplied  at  St.  Louis,  on 
your  arrival  there  with  the  Indians  on  your  way  to  Florida. 

Verv  res  peel  fully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Lieut.  Bexi.  L.  E.  Pool 


No.  17. 

Wa  Dkfabtmekt,  Augutt  9,  1837. 
is*:  In  the  instructions  to  Major  Cummins, 
whom  you  are  to  assist  in  engaging  the  8h«wneee,  Dela- 
ware*, and  Kicks  poos,  required  fur  service  in  Florida,  ho 
is  told  that  those  Indiana  who  may  not  have  the  necessary 
arras  and  accoutrements  will  be  provided  with  them  by  the 
United  Slates ;  and  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  these 
will  be  supplied  si  St.  Louis,  on  your  arrival  there  with 
the  Indians  on  your  way  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Captains  Willi  ah  Gob  mm  and 

J.  L.  Bbax,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Mu. 


UNPAID  DUTIE8,  he. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  SO/A  of  September,)  with  state- 
» in  relation  to  the  amount  of  unpaid  duties,  4-e. 
•41,  1837.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of 


TSBASUHT  DBPABTJIEJfT, 

September  21,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  following  report  is  submitted  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  pawed  on  the  20th  instant,  in  these 
words : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House,  statement*  of  the  amount 
of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued  before  the  end  of  the  first 
half  of  the  present  year,  and  when  payable  ;  of  the  amount 
then  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when 
payable ;  of  the  data  on  which  the  accruing  revenues  for 
the  last  half  of  the  present  year  were  founded. 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  the  annexed  statement  is 
exhibited,  as  being  the  most  accurate  which  can  be  furnish- 
ed from  materials  now  in  possession  of  the  Department, 
concerning  the  "  amount  of  duties  unpaid  which  accrued 
before  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  and  when 
payable."  (A) 

The  next  statement  (B)  shows  "the  amount  then  due 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  payable." 

The  last  statement  (C)  contains  the  information  desired 
in  the  last  inquiry,  as  to  "  the  data  oa  which  the  accruing 
revenues  for  the  last  half  of  tho  present  year  were  founded." 

This  statement  is  prepared  or.  the  supposition  that,  by 
the  expression  "accruing  revenues,"  is  here  meunt  the 
revenues  estimated  in  the  report  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  as  likely  to  be  actually  received  "  for  the  last 
half  of  the  present  year."  Because  the  Department  has 
not  mado  nor  submitted  any  estimate  of  the  revenues, 
which  may  accrue  in  the  last  half  of  the  year,  and  not  be 
then  payable.  Much  of  those  then  accruing  will  not  be 
payable,  or  received  till  another  year,  and  the  amount  is 
not,  therefore,  usually  exhibited  in  reports  on  the  finances 
of  an  earlier  dale,  and  did  not  seem  material  to  be  exhibit- 


ed in  thai  which  I  bad  recently  the  honor  to  submit  to 
Congress.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  Ike  Treasury. 

Hon.  Jambs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  statement  required  under  this 
heail  is  wished  to  embrace  only  the  bonds  for  revenue  ac- 
cruing in  the  first  half  of  the  year  A.  D.  1337,  which 
were  unpaid  at  the  end  of  that  half  year ;  otherwise,  it 
would  include  all  the  bonds  in  previous  years  that  then 
remained  unpaid;  and  which,  from  insolvencies,  suits, 
and  other  causes,  are  large  in  amount ;  and  the  times  when 
payable,  very  difficult  to  ho  either  ascertained,  estimated, 
or  described,  with  accuracy. 

The  following  exhibit,  compiled  from  the  returns  in  the 
office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  furnishes  the  fullest 
and  moat  accurate  data  on  this  subject  which  are  now  in 
this  Department. 

Such  of  those  bonds  as  were  not  put  in  soil,  have  gen- 
erally been  postponed  till  the  1st  of  October. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  custom-house  bonds  delivered 
to  district  attorneys  for  suit,  from  1st  January,  1837, 
to  90th  June,  1837,  as  returned  to  the  Solieitor's  office. 

IX  DtATBlCT  SOUTH  OF  JIW  TOBK. 

From  1st  January  to  10th 

May,  1837       -  -    $29,130  77 

From  10th  May  to  30lh 

June     -  -  -    206,412  23 

  #285,543  00 


irsw 

From  1st  Jannary  to  10th 

May  -  -    118,434  29 

From  10th   May  to  30ih 

-  1,283,274  92 


1,401,709  21 


SOCTR  OP  »IW  TOBK. 

From  1st  January  to  1 0th 

May     -  -  -      13,989  33 

From  1 0th  May  to  80th 

June     -  -  -    53M93  94 


Aggregate 

«  — 

From  1st  January  to  1 0th 

May     -  -     181,664  38 

From  10th  May   to  30lh 

June     -  -  -2,028,081  09 


-  $2,189,636  47 


$2,189,635  47 


Due  by  the  United  States  Bank  on  account  of  the  stock 
owned  by  the  United  States,  and  the  navy  pension  fund, 
$7,946,366  11;  pavahle  in  four  equal  nnnusl  instalments, 
of  $1,986,589  04,  i'n  September,  1837,  1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  with  interest  from  March  3d,  1836. 

Of  the  above  amount,  $74 1,561  28  is  on  account  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  and  has  partly  been  paid,  and  the 
residue  will  be  out  of  the  first  instalment,  when  received. 
It  is  a  portion  of  a  trust  fund,  and  not  applicable  to  gen- 
eral purpose*. 

C. 

The  revenues  that  will  actually  be  received  by  the 
Treasury  during  the  last  half  year  of  1837,  were  in  August 
latt  estimated  on  the  following  data  : 
1st.  Those  from  lands  were  computed  at 

about  the  supposed  avenge  for  Jul}'  and 
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August,  which  it  was  ascertained  and  es- 
timated would  not  be  far  from  $250,000 
per  month.  This  for  six  months  would  be  #1,500,000 

2d.  Those  from  miscellaneous  sources,  such 
as  interest  before  due  from  depoaite  banks 
Ac,  about       -  200,000 

3d.  Those  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 


1,500,000 


States,  applicable  to  public  purpose* 
deducting  from  the  first  instalment  on 
hand  the  sum  paid  and  due  to  the  Navy 
Department  for  the  pension  fund,  about 


These  items  and  amounts  were  i 
highly  probable,  and  were  independent  of 
anv  course  the  Department  or  Congress 
might  adopt  as  to  the  postponement  of  bonds 
for  duties,  or  of  the  cash  duties. 

But  the  Department  having  postponed, 
and  authorized  to  be  postponed  till  October 
1st,  til  the  bonds  for  dutiee  which  fell  due 
before  that  date,  under  the  conditions  and 
terms  detailed  in  the  recent  repoit,  it  was 
estimated  that  in  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, the  actual  receipts  fordutiea  beyond, 
or  after  deducting  the  debentures  and  custom- 
house expenses  payable  in  or  chargeable  to 
that  quarter  of  the  year,  would  not  much 
exceed  - 

The  debentures  alone,  it  was  ascertained 
and  estimated,  would  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars ,  and  so  targe  a  part  of  the 
receipts  was  in  drafts  not  paid  by  the  bank*, 
and  which  could  not  be  paid  out  again  after 
being  redeemed,  that  the  Department  was 
obliged  to  refund  money  from  former  col- 
lections to  meet  the  demands  on  account  of 
debentures  and  other  expenses. 

It  was  next  supposed  that  if  Congress 
postponed  till  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  all 
the  bonds  due  on  the  1st  October,  and  such 
as  might  fall  due  during  the  rest  of  the  year, 
the  actual  receipts  in  the  last  quarter,  from 
duties,  would  not  exceed  the  debentures  and 


This  would  make  the  whole  receipts,  in 
the  la*t  half  of  the  year,  only 


$3,200,000 


1,000,000 


But  if  Congress  postponed  the  bonds  due  in  October,  as 
well  as  all  other*  falling  <lue  within  the  year,  to  a  period 
of  six  mouths  from  the  time  they  originally  fell  due,  it 
was  supposed  that,  in  the  last  quarter,  the  actual  collec- 
tions from  the-n  would  be  near  the  additional  sum  of 
$2,500,000.  None  would  then  become  finally  due  till 
the  middle  of  November,  and  thence  to  the  end  of  the  year 
only  such  as  had  been  postponed  during  the  last  half  of 
Miy  and  the  month  of  June.  Of  these  it  was  expected 
that  a  considerable  portion  would  be  put  in  suit  and  not 
paid  within  1837.  This  would  make,  on  that  hypothesis, 
an  aggregate  of  receipts  for  the  la*t  half  of  the  year  of 
about  $7,000,000. 

But  if  Congress  should  make  no  further  postponement 
of  any  bonds  beyond  October  1st,  it  was  computed  that 
the  additional  sum  collected  in  the  last  quarter,  instead  of 
$2,500,000,  would  be  about  $5,000,000.  It  was  sup- 
posed that,  in  such  an  event,  a  still  larger  proportion  of 
bonds  falling  due  during  the  quarter  would  be  put  in  suit 
and  not  collected  within  the  year.  This  would  constitute 
an  aggregate  ofartual  receipts  for  the  last  half  of  the  year 
equal  to  about  $9,500,000. 

The  bonds  put  in  suit  in  the  third  quarter  are  ascertain- 


ed and  computed  to  have  been  near  one-fifth  of  those  tail- 
ing due,  and  the  expenses  of  the  custom-houses  during 
that  period  equalled  near  six  per  cent,  on  the  gross  revenue, 
beside  the  large  sum  of  about  a  million  paid  back  for  de- 
bentures on  goods  reshipped  under  the  extraordinary  stale 
of  the  commercial  world. 

the  fourth  quarter  it  was  considered  that  the  et- 
ild  be  similar  in  amount  and  the  debenture! 
or  less,  as  the  bonds  for  duties  should  be  paid 
in  or  postponed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 


SAFE  KEEPING  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  flhaaj 
of  Representative*  of  the  18/A  instant,  in  relation  b 
the  methodp  which  have  been  adopted  fur  the  *afe 
keeping  of  /Ae  public  funds,  dr.  September  23, 
1837,  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Theabcht  Depautmes't,  September  Hi,  1837 
Sib:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  the  18th  instant: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  prepsrr 
and  report  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be,  a  statement 
showing  what  methods  have  been  adopted  for  the  s&fc- 
of  the  public  funds,  since  the  first  organization  of 
ie  constitution  ;  the  length  of  time 
that  each  method  has  been  in  use,  designating  the  sercril 
changes,  and  when  made;  and  what  loftscs  under  each 
method  have  been  sustained  by  the  Treasury,  in  conse- 
quence of  defalcation  of  agents  or  officers  so  intrusted 
with  the  funds  for  safe  keeping." 

The  first  method  adopted  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic money  after  the  organisation  of  the  Government  under 
the  present  constitution,  was  devised  and  directed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  appears  to  have  felt  em- 
powered to  do  this,  as  being  the  officer  invested  with  gen- 
eral superintendence  over  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  revenue.  No  law  pointed  out  any  specific  method 
to  be  pursued,  but  H  was  merely  provided  by  the  art  of 
September  2, 1789,  that  the  Threasurer  should  M  keep"  tbe 
public  money  and  "disburse  the  same." 

The  plan  selected  was  unlike  that  in  most  other  countries, 
bo  far  ax  it  required  that  very  little  of  the  money  should 
be  kept  by  the  Treasurer  himself,  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  in  his  personal  custody.  It  would,  howetrr, 
seem,  from  a  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  22 J 
May,  1704,  that  prior  to  that  date  small  sums  had  been  w 
kept  by  him  occasionally.  Departing  fiom  tbe  general  prac- 
tice abroad  in  some  other  respects,  the  Secretary  ordered 
most  of  the  money,  after  it  was  collected,  to  be  paid  ow 
to  several  bank  agents,  and  to  be  then  kept  as  well  as  di* 
bursed  through  them.  Some  of  these  were  located  near  and 
some  at  a  distance  from  the  Treasurer ;  but  they,  as  well  at 
the  collectors,  till  the  money  was  paid  over,  were  always 
regarded  as  representing  him  for  this  purpose,  be  keeini; 
the  money  by  them.  They  reported  regularly  to  him,  and 
acted  under  instructions  from  him  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Those  fiscal  agents  at  first  consisted  of  the  colleetots  of 
customs,  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  some  baflktn 
abroad,  and  three  or  four  banking  institutions  at  home. 
No  receivers  of  money  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  wire 
then  in  existence.  The  method  was  to  have  the  collectors 
to  keep  the  money  safely  till  it  could  be  lodged  in  some 
bank  situated  near,  which  the  Department  should  select,  H 
till  it  could  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  or  be  paid  out  on  drafts  and  bills  drawn  on 
them  by  the  Department,  or  under  its  orders. 

The  number  of  banks  thus  selected  and  u*cd  before  the 
fir.'t  charter  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  is  supposed  to  hsvr 
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been  only  four,  viz :  the  Bank  of  North  America  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  Bank  of  New  York,  at  New  York,  (he  Mas- 
sachusetts Bank  at  Boston,  and  the  Bank  of  Maryland  at 
Baltimore. 

No  losses  by  defalcation  or  otherwise  arc  known  to  have 
occurred  under  this  method. 

A  second  one  waa  adop  cd  in  1791,  or  early  in  1792,  by 
using  the  United  States  Bank  and  iu  branches,  where  situ- 
ated conveniently,  to  hold  a  part  of  the  deposites  in  common 
with  the  former  four  State  banks,  and  such  others  as  from 
time  to  time  were  considered  useful  for  this  purpose,  and 
accordingly  were  added  to  the  number.  But  there  was  no 
law  nor  any  provision  in  its  charter  requiting  this  course 
to  lie  pursued.  In  181 1,  when  its  charter  expired,  that  in- 
stitution and  iu  branches  held  only  about  two-thirds  of  the 
public  money  on  deposit©  in  tank*. 

The  residue  of  the  money  so  deposited  appears  to  have 
been  in  the  immediate  custody  of  eleven  State  banks.  (See 
report  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  House  of  Kep- 
rcsentalives,  January  10,  1811,  table  C.) 

Under  the  above  method  some  losses  occurred  of  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  collecting  officers,  before  paid 
over  on  drafts  or  deposited  in  bank,  or  transmitted  to  the 
Treasurer. 

But  how  much  of  this^nd  similar  defalcations  occurred, 
and  is  properly  chargeable  on  the  safe  keeping,  and  how 
much  on  tho  collection  of  the  public  money,  cannot  be  dis- 
criminated on  the  books  of  tho  Department,  and  must  be  a 
matter  of  opinion. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  loss  happened  during  that  period 
by  the  failure  of  any  bank  depository. 

After  tho  cxp  ration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  United 
States  Bonk,  in  1811,  more  Siatc  institutions  were  employ- 
ed,  and  the  former  system  was  thus  modified,  until  the 
charter  of  a  second  United  States  Bank  in  1816. 

The  losses  under  this  system,  from  1811  to  1817,  were 
▼cry  inconsiderable,  except  by  delays  and  depreciations 
from  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  No  direct  losses 
from  banks  during  that  period  appear  on  the  records  of  the 
Treasury.  The  third  method,  adopted  in  1816,  and  car- 
ried into  effect  in  1817,  was  the  first  specific  one  pointed 
out  by  law.  The  act  of  Congress  incorporating  tho  bank 
provided  that  the  public  money  be  placed  in  the  liank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches  in  places  where  any 
should  be  located,  "  unless  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct." 

It  was  left  to  lie  implied  that,  in  other  places,  State  banks 
might  be  employed,  as  had  previously  been  done,  when 
found  convenient.  But  no  express  legislative  direction  to 
that  effect  wns  given,  unless  the  provision  lie  so  considered 
which  permitted  the  United  States  Bank,  under  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury,  to  select  and  use 
certain  State  banks  instead  of  establishing  branches.  Ac- 
cordingly, several  of  the  old  Slate  banks  were  continued  as 
public  depositories,  and  several  n«'W  ouos  were  from  time 
to  lime  added,  till  1833,  when  the  deposites,  under  the 
power  reserved  to  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bmk,  were  gradually  remov- 
ed from  that  institution  and  its  branches  to  several  Slate 
banks. 

In  the  mean  lime,  from  1816  to  1833,  under  tho  method 
then  in  use,  some  large  looses  occurred.  They  were 
chiefly  by  means  of  State  banks,  though  some  happened 
with  collectors  and  receivers,  while  the  money  was  in  their 
custody.  But,  as  before  remarked,  these  last  cannot  be 
separately  ascertained  and  discriminated  from  the  losses  in 
collecting,  rather  than  keeping  tho  revenue.  The  defalca- 
tions by  the  banks  during  th*t  period,  and  which  have  not 
since  been  collected,  amount  to  about  $1,100,000,  without 
computing  interest,  and  without  reckoning  any  incidental 
injuries  by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  by  the 
use  of  a  depreciated  currency.  (See  supplemental  report, 
Vot.  XIV. — A  9 


December,  1834;  by  this  Department  lo  Congress,  and 
table  B  B.) 

From  October,  1833,  to  July,  1836,  a  method  was  again 
adopted  of  using  State  banks  almost  exclusively,  under  the 
general  provisions  in  the  act  of  Cougress  of  Scot  ember  2. 
1789. 

During  that  period  no  losses  are  known  to  have  occurred 
by  banks/ except  on  a  depositc  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
in  this  District,  of  $27,518.  Of  that  sum,  about  ft  1 4,257 
have  since  been  paid,  and  most  of  the  residue  is  supposed 
to  be  secure. 

From  June,  1836,  to  May,  1837,  a  similar  method  was 
pursued,  except  that  its  terms  and  conditions  were  specially 
regulated  by  sn  act  of  Congress,  the  provisions  of  which 
are  well  known  to  the  House. 

This  last  mode,  as  already  reported  to  Congress  at  its 
present  session,  ceased,  by  operation  of  law,  during  the 
I  last  spring,  except  in  relation  to  five  or  six  depositc  banks, 
which  have  continued  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie. 

The  direct  losses  sustained  under  it  appear  now  to  be 
large.  But,  in  the  cud,  as  recently  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, they  arc  not  considered  as  likely  to  amount  lo  any 
thing,  though  the  dissppointments,  delays,  ami  injuries 
under  it  must,  it  is  manifest,  in  several  cares,  be  great. 
The  indirect  losses  to  the  public  creditors  and  contract- 
ors have  been  considerable,  and  are  difficult  to  be  compu- 
ted. 

Since  last  May  the  method  adopted  has  been  to  use  (hose 
six  banks  to  the  amount  authorized  under  the  act  of  June, 
1836,  and  to  resort,  in  conformity  lo  the  eighth  section  of 
that  act,  to  the  laws  before  in  force,  as  a  guide  for  keeping 
the  residue. 

As  stated  heretofore,  those  laws  required  the  Treasurer 
merely  to  keep  and  disburse  the  public  money  ;  and  the 
course  has  l>een  since  pursued  of  employing  the  collecting 
officers,  subject  to  instructions  from  the  Treasury  and  this 
Department,  to  keep  the  funds  as  safely  as  possible  which 
they  collect,  till  placed  in  one  of  those  »ix  banks,  or  drawn 
for  expenditure,  or  till  they  can  be  transmitter)  to  the  Trea- 
surer, or  till  Congress  make  new  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject. These  officers  either  secure  them  in  iron  chests, 
safes,  and  vaults  of  their  own,  or  place  them  in  special  de- 


positc in  the  nearest  bank,  when  the  sums  are  very  large, 
and  their  p 
inadequate. 


for  the  safe  keeping  of  them  are 


No  losses  under  this  method  have  yet  been  reported  or 
are  supposed  to  have  happened. 

It  must  be  obvious,  from  the  above  remarks,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  whole  subject,  that  the  statement  of  losses  sus- 
tained under  the  different  methods  iu  use  at  different  pe- 
riods, has  been  confined  to  what  is  found  on  the  Treasuiy 
books  and  returns,  and  hence  to  only  the  direct  losses  of 
the  money  on  hand  after  it  is  placed  in  depositc. 

The  direct  losses  by  receivers  ami  others  during  the  col- 
lection of  the  money,  and  during  its  continuance  in  their 
possession  before  paid  over  or  deposited,  constitute  a  dis- 
tinct inquiry,  as  well  as  the  direct  losses  by  merchants  on 
duty  bonds,  by  former  credits  given  to  others  on  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  and  by  defaults  of  disbursing  agents  after  the 
money  has  been  once  collected,  deposited,  and  again  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  placed  in  their  hands  for  the  pub- 
lic claimants  entitled  to  it.  None  of  these  seem  included 
in  the  purview  of  the  present  resolution,  and  it  would,  if 
desired,  require  much  labor  and  time  to  ascertain  their  re- 
spective amounts  with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  indirect  losses  aie  likewise  almost  entirely  conjec- 
tural. They  are  chiefly  confined  to  bank  depositories,  and 
not  being  exhibited  on  the  Treasury  books,  are  not  suppo- 
sed to  lie  embraced  iu  the  resolution.  It  must,  however, 
be  manifest  that  they  have  at  times  been  large,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  some  of  the 
banks,  and  of  other  circumstances  adverted  to  in  the  sop. 
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Deposite  Banks. 


plcrnental  report  from  this  Department  in  1834,  on  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money. 
Respectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  I  fie  Treasury. 
To  the  Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 


DEI'OSITB  BANKS. 


Letter  from  Ike  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  14  tk 
September.)  transmitting  information  in  relation  to 
the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  instalments  to  the 
States ;  tke  condition  of  the  deposits  banks ,-  and  re- 
specting Treasury  drafts  protesttd  fvr  non-payment  of 
specie,  September  26,  1837,  read  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

TiiEiscnT  Dbfahtm kjct,  September  25,  1837. 

8ir:  This  report  U  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolutions,  passed  on  the  Nth  instant : 

tl  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  com- 
municate to  this  House  all  Ihe  orders  issued  and  corres- 
pondence with  the  several  depositc  banks,  in  reference  to 
the  transfers  and  payments  of  the  several  instalment  due 
to  the  State  governments  under  the  deposite  net  of  23d  of 
June,  1838. 

«'  Resolved,  That  he  communicate  In  this  House  the 
monthly  statements  of  (he  condition  of  the  deposite  banks, 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  last  to  the  present  time. 

"  Resolved,  That  he  communicate  a  statement  of  each 
draft,  and  in  whose  fuvor  drawn,  upon  which  specie  was 
demanded,  and  protested  for  non  payment  by  any  deposite 
bank  ;  also,  each  State  government  which  has  made  a  de- 
mand of  specie  and  not  paid,  and  the  time  when." 

In  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  copies  of  all  the  orders 
issued  and  correspondence  had  with  the  several  deposite 
banks,  in  reference  to  the  transfers  and  payments  of  the 
severul  instalments  to  the  State  government*  under  the 
depositc  act,  are  annexed,  (A  to  N  inclusive,  with  their 
respective  number*,  and  O  1  to  4.)  This  includes  all 
the  orders  of  every  kind,  but  generally  ouly  the  correa- 
|M>ndenee  with  the  several  deposite  banks  on  which  these 
orders  were  given.  That  is  supposed  to  be  what  was  de- 
sire.), and  not  the  correspondence  with  the  State  authori- 
ties and  others.  Great  care  has  been  used  to  communi- 
cate the  whole  with  the  banks,  though  in  selecting  so 
many  hundreds  of  orders  and  letters  some  may  by  accident 
have  bean  omitted. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  for  the  "monthly  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  depositc  banks  from  the  Ut 
of  January  last  to  the  present  time,"  I  would  observe  that 
the  returns  are  made  semi- monthly,  and  during  the  period 
mentioned,  equal  near  fifteen  hundred  in  number.  They 
are,  likewise,  in  many  case*  long,  and  so  much  time  and 
labor  would  be  required  lor  copying  them,  or  even  half  of 
the  whole  number,  as  to  postpone  un  answer  to  the  call 
for  several  weeks.  But,  since  la«t  November,  statements 
have  been  compiled  in  this  Department  periodically,  about 
every  three  months,  from  the  semi  monthly  returns,  copies 
of  which  may  lie  useful  as  substitutes  for  those  desired, 
and  arc  herewith  presented,  (P  Noi.  1  to  5.)  If  these  do 
not,  on  examination,  furnish  all  the  information  requested, 
the  Department  will  proceed  to  have  the  semi-monthly 
statements  cop;cd  as  soon  as  practicable,  consistent  with  the 
pressure  of  other  biwincss,  or  will  send  up  the  originals 
immediately  if  preferred. 

In  compliance  with  the  third  and  Inst  request  in  the  re- 
solution, a  statement  is  annexed  of  all  drafts,  ami  in  whose 
favor  drawn,  on  deposite.  banks,  which  have  !>een  report- 
ed to  this  Department  as  protested  by  the  holders  for  non- 
payment in  specie,  (O  Not.  1,  5,  6,  and  7.) 


No  drafts  are  known  to  h*ve  been  "protested  for  i 
payment  by  any  deposite  bank,"  if  it  be  meant  by  this  ex- 
pression that  such  bank  procured  the  protest  to  be  made. 
Nor  is  it  known  that  any  8late  government  haa  itself  made 
a  demand  of  s|>ccie  which  has  not  been  paid,  though  this 
has  been  done  by  some  of  it»  assignees.  As  mentioned  in 
my  report  to  Congress  on  the  finances,  several  transfers  in 
favor  ol  States  had  not  then  been  receipted  to  the  Treas- 
ury, and  payment  acknowledged.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Department  had  received  notice  that  some  of  the  transfers 
were  in  possession  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania,  and  that  apecic  tor  them  had 
been  demanded  by  that  bank  of  the  depositories  on  which 
they  were  drawn,  and  not  being  so  paid,  a  protect  had 
been  made,  and  notice  sent  to  this  Department.  A  schedule 
of  these  may  be  seen  in  a  note  to  O  No.  2.  One  on  the 
Merchant's  Bank  is  represented  by  its  president  to  be  held 
under  protest  by  the  United  States  Bank.  Notice  has 
likewise  been  given  to  the  Department  of  another  draft,  in 
favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on  one  of  its  own  institu- 
tion*, viz  :  Ihe  Farmers'  Bank,  for  about  $1 17,000,  which 
has  been  demanded  in  specie  by  another  of  its  institutions, 
viz :  the  Exchange  Bank,  and  not  being  so  paid,  it  is 
staled  to  have  been  transferred  to  the  United  State*  Bunk 
of  Pennsylvania,  (K  8,)  but  no  protest  on  it  has  yet  been 
received.  Respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

List  of  Documents. 

A  1  and  2.  Notices  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  several  deposite  (tanks  holding  pupltc  money,  with 
regard  to  the  amounts  they  would  probably  be  reflec- 
tively required  to  deposite  with  the  several  Stales 

B.  Notices  to  banks  advising  them  of  the  actual  issue  of 
Stale  transfer  drafts  upon  them  for  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  deposites  to  be  made  with  the  States,  accom- 
panied with  the  necessary  forms. 

C  I,  2,  3.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  banks  in 
the  State  of  Maine  respecting  dcposiles  with  States. 

D  I,  2.  Letters  addressed  to  banks  in  Massachusetts  re- 
specting deposites  with  States. 

E  1,  2,  3.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  banks  in 
Connecticut  respecting  depo*ites  with  States. 

F  1,  2,  3.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  banks  in 
Rhode  Ittlaml  respecting  deposites  with  Slates. 

G  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.  Letters  received  from  and  addressed 
to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  respecting  depositee 
with  States. 

G  8,  9.  Letters  addressed  to  and  received  from  the  Bank 
of  America  on  the  some  subject. 

G  10,  1 1,  Letters  received  from  and  addressed  to  the  Brook- 
lyn Bunk  on  the  Mme  subject. 

G  12,  13,  14,  15,  10.  Letters  from  and  to  the  Merchants' 
Bank,  New  York,  on  the  same  subject. 

G  17,  18,  19,20.  Letters  from  nnd  to  the  National  Bank, 
New  York,  on  the  same  subject. 

G  21.  Letter  from  the  Manhattan  Company,  in  reply  to  the 
notice  of  issue  of  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  Stale  of 
Tennessee,  being  all  the  special  correspondence  with  that 
bank  on  the  subject  of  deposites  with  States. 

G  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29.  Letters  lo  and  from  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  respecting  deposites  with 
States. 

H  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  Letters  from  and  to  banks  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  respecting  deposites  with  States. 

I.  Letter  from  Bank  in  the  8talc  of  Delaware  relative  to 
deposites  with  States. 

K  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  »,  10.  Letters  tot 
in  Virginia  relative  lo  deposites  with  States. 
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Deposite  Banks. 


LI,  1  Letter*  to  and  from  banks  in  Georgia  rehtive  to 

depositee  with  States. 
M  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  fl,  7,  8,  9.  Letters  to  and  from  bank*  in 

Mississippi  and  Tennessee  respecting  deposites  with 

States. 

N  !,  2,  3,  A,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  IS,  16. 
Letter*  to  and  from  banks  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indi- 
ana, rclutive  to  deposites  with  States. 

O  I.  Report  of  the  Treasurer  upon  that  portion  or  the  res- 
olution which  rclatea  to  his  duties. 

2.  Statement  of  ptotcstcd  State  transfer. 

3.  Statement  of  State  transfers  issued 
in  execution  of  the  deposit*  law. 

4.  Corresjiondencc  with  the  Treasurer  relative  to  State 
transfers. 

5.  Statement  of  discredited  drafts  issued  on  Treasury 
warrants. 

6.  Statement  of  discredited  drafts  issued  on  War  warrants. 

7.  Statement  of  discredited  drafts  issued  on  Navywarrants. 
P  1.  Referring  to  statement  of  condition  of  deposite  banks 

1st  November,  1836. 

2.  Statement  of  condition  of  deposit©  banks  1st  March, 
1837. 

3.  Statement  of  condition  of  deposit*  banks  1st  May,  1 887. 

4.  Statement  of    do.  do.       do.  1st  July.  1837. 

8.  Reference  to  statement  of 
15th  August  1837. 

A  I. 

Thkahi  bt  Dicr abtm CUT,  Aor.  1,  1836. 

8m:  It  isj 


proper  and  useful  thus  early  to  apprize 
you  preside,  that,  in  a  few  days  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  (provided  the  State  of  Maine 
shall  then  have  passed  u  law  accepting  the  deposite,  and  if 
not,  as  soon  afterwards  as  a  law  shall  t>c  posse.],)  a  transfer 
draft  will  probably  be  drawn  on  it  by  this  Department  for 
about  tbe  sum  of  $46,000.  It  will  be  made  payable  forth- 
with to  tbe  authorised  agent  of  said  State,  the  money  to  be 
kept  in  deposite  on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  This 
transfer  will  be  followed  on  the  1st  of  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober next,  by  other  drafu  of  similar  amount,  and  payable 
to  the  same  agent,  unless,  in  the  mean  time,  a  different 
is  given  by  this  Department. 

drafu  are  forwarded  to  you,  the  pre- 
cise amount  will  be  ascertained  and  specified  therein,  and 
the  form  enclosed  of  such  duplicate  receipts  a*  are  to  be 
taken  by  you  of  the  agent,  and  one  of  them  returned  hero  as 
a  voucher  of  your  payment- 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  &r. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Scerttary  of  the  Treasury. 
f \i » - 1  tii.N  r  Maine  Bank,  Portland  Me. 
A  similar  letter  was  transmitted,  at  the  above  date,  to 
the  presidents  of  the  following  banks,  respectively,  staling 
about  the  sums  set  against  them  would  be  required  to 
paid  to  the  States  specified,  vii  i 


Maine  Bank 
Bank  oi  Cumberland 
l  >r  anile  Hunk,  Augusta 
People'*  Bank,  Bangor  • 
York  Bank,  Saco  - 
Men  hauls"  Bank.  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  B«*lon  ■ 
Fulton  Bink,  do 
Hancock  Bank,  do 
Franklin  Bank,  Jo 
Phenix  Bank,  Charlestown 
Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth  • 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsm  ih 
Pmcjuao,"*  Bank,  do 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do 
Merrimack  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do 


'ESS 

J  ,.  Ill 
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I  >" 
I  ..I 

"I 

Ml 
!VI,<<« 
I  *t\ 
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•r,,ooo 
.  i.nm 
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To  Stale. 

At  what  limg 

Mxine. 

Jan  1,  1837. 

do 

do 

4* 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

ilo 

t 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.1  . 

do 

New  If  amp 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

is 

t 

do 
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List— continued. 
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U  III 


Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston  • 
Fulton  Bank,  do  • 

Hancock  Bank,  do 
Kmnklin  Bank,  do 
Moan  hams'  Bank,  da 
Coram  n.veilth  Bank,  do 
Fulton  Bank,  do 
Hancock  Bank,  do 
franklin  Bank,  do 
Ptio.-nix  Bank,  Charlestown 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence 
it  blin.l  I  Hi. in  Bank,  Newport 
Farmers'*  M<  <  h.  B'k,  Hart  lord 
M  .      :  .;.  \  »  Haven 

Qulm -Ivniir  Bank 
Bank  sf  Burlington 
Bank  of  Windsor  • 
Bank  of  Troy.  New  York 
Tradesmen  *  Bank.  Sew  York  • 
I'nion  P- 


Lafayelle  Bank,  do 
Seventh  W,vn!  Bank,  do 
Merchants'  Hank,  do 
Plo-niv  linn  I. ,  do  - 

Men-hams'  Kxrh'ii-e  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Merchants'  Jc  Farm.  H'k,  Altnny 
Malihaltaii  I  i  i.i|-uiy.  N.  York  • 
Bank  of  America,  do 
Met  hantcs'  Bank,  do 
Seventh  U'anl  Bank,       do  . 
Ph.enix  Bank,  do 
leather  Mannlactm  V  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Merchants'  Bank,  New  York  • 
t  uion  Bank,  do 
National  Bank,  do 
HaiikufTroV,  do 
Dry  Duck  Buik,  do 
M<  n  hunts'  Kxi  h'n  re  T.'k,  N  Y. 
Trenton  Bankine  Company 
(c)  State  Hank  at  Newark 
Stale  Bank  at  Elixalsnh 
Tradesmen's  Bank,  New  York  ■ 
fdfayelte  Bank,  do 
Merchants'  Bank,  do 
Glrard  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Miiyaiiiensittc  Bank,    do  • 
Merchants  niid  Manufacturers' 

Bank.  Pittsburg 
B'k  «f  Brandy  win*,  Wilmington 
Bank  of  Delaware,     _  do 
Plurtiix  Bank,  New  York 
t'nion  Bank  of  Maryland 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimoro 
Bank  of  Virginia 
Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina 
Phomix  Bank,  New  York 
Merc  hams*  Exch'nae  B'k,  N.  Y. 
leather  Manufacture'  B'k,  N.  Y. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Planters  and  Mechanics' Bank  - 
Bank  of  Charleston,  S.  Carolina 
Planters' Bank  of  Georgia 
Bank  of  Augusta  - 
Bank  of  the  Slate  of  Ala.,  Mo.  - 
Plainer*'  P  ink  of  Mississippi  • 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana 
Commercial  Bank  of  N.  Orleans 
I' nion  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee  - 
Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi 
Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky 
Bank  of  Kentucky 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cim-innat 
Franklin  Bank  of  Cimlnnali 
Clinton  1!  mk  of  Columbus 
Franklin  Bank  of  ColuiuMis 
Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie 

Cleveland 
(<i)  Slate  Bank  of  Indiana 
(h)  Commerc'l  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
(uli  Slate  Bank  iff  Indiana 
Illinois  Bank  of  Shawneetown 
(ft)  Comioerr'l  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
(«)  State  Bank  of  Indiana 
Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi  • 
Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi 
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To  State. 


New  I  lamp 

do 
do 
do 
Mass. 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Kliode  Isl'nd 
do 

Connecticut 
do 
do 
Vennoni 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
tin 
do 

New  York 

d.. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

New  Jersey 

do 

■In 
do 
do 
do 
Penn. 
do 

do 
Delaware 
do 

do 

Man  land. 

do 
Vinrinia. 
N.  Carolina 

do 
do 
do 

do 

S  Carolina, 
tin 
Georgia. 

do 
Alalia  ma. 
Mississippi. 
Louisiana, 
do 

Ten  n  essi.ti. 

do 
do 

Kentucky. 

do 

Ohio, 
do 
do 
do 

do 
Indiana. 
Illinois. 

do 

do 

Mi 


fit' ,000  I  ,lo 
50,jXtO  I  Arkansas 


At  whaltima 


Jan. 


I.  D37. 

do 

do 

do 
do 
do 

,1 , 
.1 . 

do 
do 
do 
do 
it., 
dn 

s 

do 
do 

£ 

do 


ds 

do 
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do 
.to 
do 
do 
do 
do 
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do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

,',, 


do 
rl„ 
do 
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do 
do 
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do 
do 
do 

Or, 

do 
il- 
do 
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dn 
do 
do 
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do 
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d» 
do 

do 

.In 
do 

.1 . 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

,1 , 

do 

dp 

it 
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do 


P.  S.  (.1)  Tho  transfer  draft  will  l»  directed  to  *ueh  branch  or 
branches  as  you  may  sensonnl-ly  nvpieat  nf  this  Dc|«nmenl,  and  when 
a  sufficient  amount  of  depcsiles  exists, 

V.  S.  (b)  The  transfer  draft  will  lie  directed  to  the  areney  at  St. 
Luis,  unless  you  shall  seasonality  request  tliat  it  be  made  U|«ni  your 
bank  direcllv. 

le)  In  llie'ii.ilic/'  Ui  the  Stale  Bank  at  Newark  the  words  " similar 
."  referrin-  U>  sxll«.^llIent  Stale  transfers,  were  omitte.1. 
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25th  Cowo.  1st  Sin.] 


Dejwsile  Banks. 


A  2. 


Tkkikcrt  DxrjtHTMitirr,  February  18,  1937. 
Sir:  It  is  doomed  proper,  for  the  convenience  of  all 
concerned,  to  apprize  you  thua  seasonably,  that  a  Iranafer 
draft,  payable  on  demand,  will  be  ordered  to  be  issued  upon 
the  bank  over  which  you  preside,  in  favor  of  tho  Slate  of 
Mnine,  on  the  1st  of  April  next,  for  about  the  sum  of 
$70,000,  to  be  deposited  with  that  State,  agreeably  to  tho 
provisions  of  the  deposite  act ;  and  that  drafts  for  a  similar 
amount  will  be  issued  for  the  instalmenta  payable  to  said 
State  on  the  1st  day  of  July  and  October  next,  unless  in 
the  mean  time  another  notice  shall  be  given  you  by  this 
Department.    I  am,  dec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
To  President  of  the  Bank  of  Cumberland,  Maine. 


for  the  sum*  ,et 


r4 


Notices  similar  in  form  to  the  above  were  sent  to  the 
following  banks  at  the  dates 
them  respectively  : 

February  18,  1837. 
People's  Bank,  Bangor,  Maine 
York  Bank,  Soco,  Maine 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth 
Pitcataqua  Bank  ... 
Portsmouth  Bank  ... 
Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanic*'  Bank 

February  23,  1837. 
Insurance  Bank,  Columbus,  Georgia  - 
Commercial  Bank,  Lake  Erie,  at  Cleveland 
Bank  of  Woostcr  ... 
Bank  of  Cleveland  ... 
Bank  of  Chillicothe  ... 
Union  Bank  of  New  York 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmoi.d 
National  Bank,  New  York 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond  - 
Brooklyn  Bank,  New  York  - 
Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo 


$21,000 
21,000 
20,000 
33,000 
63,000 
19,000 
20,000 
19,000 


30,000 
60,000 
40,000 
40,000 
80,000 
100,000 
200,000 
75,000 
350,000 
30,000 
30,000 


Louisville  Savings  Institution,  Louisville,  Kentucky  10,000 

B. 

TatASt  ar  Department  January  3,  1837. 

Sir  :  A  transfer  draft  has  been  directed  upon  your  bank 
for  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  Stale 
of  Vermont,  being  in  part  payment  of  the  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  that  State  under  the  provisions  of  the  «« act 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  approved 
23d  June,  1830. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  the  form  of  the  receipt  which,  on 
your  payment  of  the  draft,  will  be  executed  in  duplicate 
by  the  agent  of  that  State  for  this  puipoee,  and  who  is  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State. 

One  of  these  duplicates  you  are  requested  to  transmit 
to  this  Department,  the  other  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  1'ni- 
ted  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Form  of  a  receipt  by  a  State. 
Whereas,  by  the  13th  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
tho  United  Stales,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  depos- 
itee of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  23d  of  June,  1836, 
it  was  enacted  "that  the  moncv  which  shall  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  lie 
deposited  wiUi  such  of  the  several  Stales,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  o 


Representativea  of  the  United  Slates,  aa  thall  by  law  au- 
thorize their  treasurer,  or  the  competent  authorities,  to  re- 
ceive the  sante,  on  the  terms  hereafter  specified ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such 
treasurer,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  au- 
thorities, in  such  form  as  may  be  prcscril»cd  hy  the  Secre- 
tary b  foresaid." 

And  whereas,  the  State  of  has,  by  an  act 

of  its  Legislature,  passed  on  the  day  of  , 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  ,  authorized 

and  directed  the  of  the  said  State  to  receive  its  pro- 

portional share  of  the  said  surplus  moneys  of  the  United 
Stales  on  deposite  with  the  *aid  State,  upon  the  ternia 
specified  in  the  said  act  of  Congress : 

And  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Sute  of  ,  has  delivered  to  tho 

thereof  the  sum  of  dollars  and 

cents,  the  same  being  part  of  the  fir*t  instalment,  or  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  ratable  proportion  of  the  said  Sute  in  the 
surplus  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  aaid  sum  of  dollars  and 

cents  baa  been  deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  Suite  of  ,  and  that,  for  the 

safe  keeping  and  repayment  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States,  in  conformity  to  said  act  of  Congress,  the  State  of 
is  legally  bound,  and  it*  faith  is  solemnly 
pledged.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  State, 
I  hereby  affix  my  signature  and  sea!  in  testimony  of  the 
premises,  and  of  the  faith  of  tho  aaid  Stale  to  pay  the  aaid 
money  so  deposited,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  hy  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner  and 
proportions  set  forth  and  described  in  tho  said  recited  13th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  and  hyitn 
or  notice  similar  in  form  to  that  hereto  annexed, 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  Governor  of  said  State. 

Signed  and  sealed  this  day  of 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
Attest : 

The  form  of  a  requisition  or  not  tee for  repayment  will  be 
substantially  as  follows  : 

TOEAKCHI  DxPAllTMEST, 

183  . 

To  the  State  of 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  passed 
June  23d,  1836,  and  an  act  of  said  Sute  passed  , 
certain  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  United  Sutea  hav- 
ing been  deposited  with  the  Sute  aforesaid  for  safe-keeping 
and  repayment,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  said 
act,  said  State  is* hereby  notified  that  a  portion  of 


money,  vix.  the  sum  of  $  ,  is  required  to  »>e  re- 

paid to  the  United  Stotes  by  the  Stale  aforesaid,  for  the 
purposes  named  in  aaid  act,  ami  in  conformity  with  iu  pro- 


visions. 


of  the 


Care  of  his  Excellency, 

Governor  of  mid  State. 
[The  repayment  of  the  aaid  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  will  be  in  one  of  the  following  modes,  which 
this  Department  may  in  any  particular  case  prefer  and  di- 
rect, vix : 

1.  By  a  request  annexed  to  tho  above  requisition  to 
cc  the  eamu  to  the  credit  of  »aid  Treasurer  in  the  Bank 
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[25th  Coso.  1st  8ms. 


of  »  at  ,  on  or  before  the  day 

of  next,  end  to  take  duplicate  receipt*  therefor ; 

one  of  which  receipts  sent  to  the  said  Treasurer  will  be  a 
Kuftkicm  voucher  for  the  amount  of  said  repayment  on  the 


S.  Or,  by  a  request  written  by  said  Secretary  on  the 
back  of  a  common  Treasury  warrant,  directed  lo  the  Stale 
for  payment  by  said  Treasurer,  that  said  State  would  pay 


the  name ;  and  which  warrant,  with  a  receipt  of  payr 
thereon,  will  be  a  sufficient  voucher  as  aforesaid.] 

Letters  similar  to  the  foregoing  were  sent  to  the  follow- 
ing banks,  designating  in  each  case  the  State  officer  au- 
thorized to  give  receipt*  for  the  money.  In  the  letters  re- 
specting the  payment  of  I  lie  second  and  third  instalments, 
the  form  of  the  receipt  was  varied  so  as  to  express  the 


LIST  OF  LETTER*. 


Date  of  let- 

Name  of  bank. 

\  mount 

■ 

*  r  IIWll    !**■  J 

S 1 11 1  p  iii  iv Hi  1' li 

*  T  l     \"    W    V*  tlltll 

Nuitjtior  of  iKa  in. 

71 '  1 1  f 
tl  I  MC 

ulflllTIITlf 

183? 



Innllnrv  'I 

January  o 

liaiiL  <>|  uurlinijton - 

% 30, 000  00 

On  demand 

Vermont 

Part  of  the  drat- 

a 

V 

Bank  of  Windsor  ... 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

u 

^  §  ^  —  a  ^  ^  f       1  a               sVT  ^  ..  TJP  1_ 

I  radesnnau  .1  Hank,  New  York 

18,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

R 
O 

HHuk  of  I  roy  - 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

(5 

1  uion  Bank,                  New  York 

A  A    AAA     A A 

26,000  00 

a»"V 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

c 

V 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 

*a:    Ail  A    A  A 

35,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

K 
V 

a.  m        t       *   •  11   a 

Merchants  Dank  do. 

A  £    AAA     A A 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  do. 
Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

ft 

V 

a  SI     AAA  AA 

15,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

M  i  n  il  Ifi 
j»  i  a  re  n     j  o 

liank  of  Burlington  - 

30,000  00 

April  1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

1  o 

D    _  1   _a*  VI7:      1  _ 

Band  of  Windsor  - 

c%  A    A  A.  A      A  A 

20,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

IS 

1  roy  Bank,  ... 

•         A  A  A  AA 

16,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

J  o 

T   w»  1  s     1*    *_  1                      at          %»  1 

1  nitieiiinaii  h  oaiiK,           XiCW  xork 

a  A    4VA4^  AA 

18,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Tl 

Do. 

ID 

Union  Bank,  do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

1 * 

Seventh  W  unl  Bank,  do. 

35,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Do. 

Ifi 
to 

Merchants  Hank,  do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Ta 

Do. 

Do. 

1  o 

a/j)|  •  _.   D   1  a 

I  JiTiiix  Hank,  do. 

ta>w  aaa  A^a 

37,028  93 

Do. 

Do. 

Tl* 

Do. 

Merchants  Exchange  Dunk,  do. 

1  E    AAA  AA 

15,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Tl* 

Do. 

June  fi 
June  « 

T>     _  l_    .  a*  T>  -    a*        -  .  . 

Hank  <>l  Hurlinyrlon  - 

A  £%  AAA    A  A 

40,000  00 

July  1 

TV 

Do> 

n„.i  .jr  ,1.*  ,  *  - ,  | 

fart  ot  tne  third. 

* 
O 

D           *.»"  \J_T!     1  . 

tt  ink  01  >>  tnus'jr    -            s*  • 

B  t\    AAA  AA 

10,000  00 

Do. 

** 

Do. 

Tl  » 

Do. 

a 

Troy  Bank,                    New  \  ork 

B  W     AAA  AA 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Tl 

Do. 

ft 

1  radesmaii  s  Bunk.                do.  - 

a  A    A  A  A     A  A 

18,000  00 

Do. 

TV  - 

Do. 

Tl* 

Do. 

ft 

Union  Bank,  do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

Tl  . 

Do. 

B 

frvenln  Ward  Bank,  do. 

A  a?     AAA  AA 

35,000  00 

Do. 

TV  * 

Do\ 

Do. 

« 
o 

Merchants'  Bank,  do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

ti . 
Do. 

o 

rbcetux  Bank,  do. 

A*V    AAA  At* 

37,028  9J 

w-\. 

Do. 

Do. 

Tl 

Do. 

ft 
0 

Merchant's  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Maine  H-itik,  Portliind 

m  m    AA#\  AA 

15,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

11 

Do. 

r  er>ruar\  i 

W  A     A  a             pa,  « 

50,612  75 

a  a 

On  tleman<i 

Maine 

TV      . a           al.       —9  *t 

Fart  of  tlie  hrst. 

1 

Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 

tf  %  ST     A>A/\  A^\ 

■59, 000  00 

Do. 

rv  ^ 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

23,000  00 

Do. 

TV 

Do. 

DO. 

1 

Peo].l<- s  Hank,  Bangor 

S  A.     ^ftA^V  AA 

12,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

York  liank,  Waco  - 

1  f»    AAA      A  A 

12,000  00 

Do. 

l>o. 

Uo. 

1 

a  S         kw       »   a  w\       a                w  ■ 

Merchants  Bank,  Boston 

svs7    ^a  a  a  A^^k 

75,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

ti* 

Do. 

1 
1 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 

A  A    AAA     A A 

28,000  00 

1>0. 

TV 

Do. 

11., 
Uo. 

1 
1 

r  ulton  Bank  do. 

32,000  00 

Do. 

Ta  _ 

Do. 

11.. 

1 
I 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

31,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Tl 

Do. 

1 

Franklin  Hank  do. 

•  •w«ss*>saaa  wn aa j  isiv* 

10  000  00 

t"jvVW  W 

D.> 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

Phtenix  Bank,  Charles  town,  Mass.  - 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

March  14 

Miine  Bank,  Portland 

50,612  76 

April  1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second 

14 

Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 

70,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Cranitc'Bank,  Augu«ta 

25,000  00 

Dt>. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

York  Bank,  8aco  ... 

21,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 

50,000  00 
30,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Do.  " 

D,». 

Do. 

14 

Fulton  Bank,  do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Hancock  Bunk,  do. 

10,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Phcenix  Bank,  ChArlestown,  Maw.  - 

5,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor  - 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

14 

Franklin  Bank,  Boston 

fi,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

June  5 

Maine  Bank,  Portland 

75,000  00 

July  1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

5 

Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 

95,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

Granite  Bank,  Augusta 

50,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

People's  Bank,  Bangor 

33,612  75 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

ft 

York  Bank,  Saco  ... 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor  - 

35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

30,000  00 

|  Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Digitized  by  Google 


70 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  Sf  Siaton's  Register. 


2  5th  Coi»o.  IstSsis.] 
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LIST — Continued. 


Date  of  let- 


March 


1837. 
84 
34 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
21 
24 
24 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
6 
5 
5 
f> 
ft 
6 

Jauuary  24 
24 

21 


March 


June 


June 


March 


June 


24 
24 

7 
7 
7 
7 

'< 
V 

b 

(j 

6 
C 
*' 
6 
6 
0 
7 
7 
6 
« 
fi 
6 

r, 
b 

14 
14 
14 
14 
11 
11 
14 
16 
16 
16 
\i 


Name  of  lank. 


Commercial  Bank, 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  do. 
Piscalaqua  Bank,  Jo. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  New  Hampshire  - 
Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 


Mechanics'  Banl 
Merchants'  Bank, 
Commonwealth 
Fulton  Bank, 
Hancock  Bank, 
Franklin  Bank, 


do. 


Boston 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  Portsmouth  - 
Piscataqua  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 
Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.  - 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Commercial  Bank,       Portsmouth  - 
New  Hampshire  Bunk,  do. 
PiscaUqua  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 
Merrimack  Company's  B'k,  Concord 


Amount. 


Mechanics'  Bank, 
Merchants'  Bank, 
Commonwealth 
Pulton  Bank, 
Hancock  Batik, 
Franklin  Bonk, 


do. 


Boston 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Phcrnix  Bank,  Charleatown,  Maw.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fallon  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Phoenix  Bank,  Charleatown,  Mass.  - 

Do.  do.  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence  - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  Newport 
A  read  o  Bank         -  - 
Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  - 
Bank  of  America,  New  York 
Arcade  Bank,  Providence  - 
Rhode  Uland  Union  Bank,  Newport 
Mechanic*'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k,  Hartford 

do.  do.  do. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haveu 
Quincliaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Lafayette  Bank,      New  York 
Bank  of  America,  do. 
Manhattan  Company,  do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 

do.       do.  do. 
Manhattan  Company,  do. 
Mechanic*'  Bank,  New  Haven 
(juiurboug  Bank,  Norwich 


- 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
86 
00 


23,02*  93 
28,000  00 
60,000  00 
18,000  00 
18,000  00 
12,000  00 
29,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
23,028  93 
33,000  00 
63,090  00 
19,000 
20,000 
19,000 
26,000 
10,000  00 
6,000  00 
6,000  06 
30,026  93 
65,000  00 

100,000  00 
23,000  00 
6,000 
10,000 

226,057 
65,000 
65,000  00 
65,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 

226,057  84 
55,000  00 
65,000  00 
66,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,500  00 
17,000 

150,000 
78,057 

110,000 
55,000 
36,000  00 

78.445  10 
49,000  00 

78.446  10 
49,000  00 
50,000  00 
67,445  10 
10,000  00 

120,000  00 
35,000  00 
99,890  20 
59.R90  20 

100,000  00 
20,000  00 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 

150,000  00 
25,000  00 


00 
00 
86 
00 
00 
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[26th  Covo.  1st  8m.. 


1, 1ST— Continued. 


Dato  of  let- 


1887. 


17 
17 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 


16 

16 

lfi 

IB 

lfi 

\\  -i  rrll 

15 

15 

16 

15 

13 

S  5 

15 

15 

15 

1  s 

15 

lfi 

i  *# 

*  o 

une 

i * 

14 

14 

14 

11 
*  * 

14 

14 

14 

*  * 

14 

20 

Janu  urj 

fi 

6 

0 

G 

fi 

6 

March 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

June 

ia 

13 

12 

12 

12 

12 

January 

4 

4 

4 

March 

15 

t5 

15 

Name  of  bank. 


Bank  of  America,  New  York 
Lafayette  Bank,  do. 
Mechanic*  and  Farmer*'  B'k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,      New  York 
1) .ink  of  America,  do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do.  • 

8cventb  Ward  Bank,  do.  - 

Pbcniz  Bank,  do.  - 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.  - 

Union  Bank,  do. 
National  Bank,  do.  - 

Bank  of  Troy,  Troy 
Merchants'  Eicbange  Bank, 
Dry  Dock  Bank, 

Mechanics  and  Farmers'  B'k,  Albany 


N.  Y. 
do. 


Miinhattnn  Company, 
Bank  of  America, 
M  it  names'  Bank, 
Seventh  Ward  Bank, 
Pbenix  Bank, 


New  York 

do.  • 
do.  - 
do.  - 
do. 


Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do. 
Union  Bank,  do. 
National  Bank,  do. 
Troy  Bank,  Troy  - 
Dry  Dock  Bank,  New  York 

Mrrchanta'  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Brooklyn  Bank  ... 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo 
Hunk  of  America,  New  York 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do.  - 

Lafayette  Bank,  do.  - 

Leather  Manufacturers' Bank,  do.  - 
Merchants'  Bank,  do.  - 

Union  Bank,  do. 
National  Bank,  do.  - 

Dry  Dock  Bank,  do.  - 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,  do.  - 
Commercial  Bank  of  Bull  a  lo 
Mrchanica'  Bank,  New  York 
Munhntlun  Company,  do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
State  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 
Laf-iyclte  Bank,     New  York 
Frudesnijin  &  H;ink,    do.  - 
Merchants'     do.  do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
State  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 
Lafayette  Bank,  New  York 
Merchants'  Bank,  do. 
Tradesman's  Bank,  do. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,       do.  .  - 

Lafayette  Bank,  do. 
Trenton  Banking  Company 
State  Bank,  Newark 

Do.  Elizabeth 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Moyarneuaing  Bank,  do. 
Merchants  de  Manufacturera',Piiw!>'g. 

Do.  do.  do. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
do.  - 


Amonut. 


When  pay- 


24,890  20  July 

1 

15,000  00 

Do. 

80,000  00 

On  demand 

180,000  00 

Do. 

180,000  00 

Do. 

200, WOO  00 

Do. 

63,173  67 

Do. 

130,000  00 

Do. 

85,000  00 

Do. 

155,000  00 

Do. 

105,000  00 
75,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

45,000  00 

Do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

80,000  00 

April 

1 

180,000  00 

Do. 

180,000  00 

Do. 

200,000  00 

Do. 

53,173  57 

Do. 

70,000  00 

Do. 

85,000  00 

Do. 

155,000  00 

Do. 

a  A  a?     A  J%  A      A  A 

105,000  00 

Do. 

75,000  00 
25,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

45,000  00 

Do. 

30,000  00 

Do. 

30,000  00 

Do 

30(1,000  00 

July 

1 

53,173  67 

Do. 

A  d\      A.  A  A  A 

40,000  00 

Do. 

80,000  00 

Do. 

100,000  00 

Do. 

75,000  00 

Do. 

75,000  00 

Do. 

40,000  00 

Do. 

25,000  00 

Do. 

A  A      A  A  A         A  A 

40,000  00 

Do. 

270,000  00 

Do. 

240,000  00 

Do. 

r\  m      AAA  AA 

36,000  00 

On  demand 

46,000  00 

Do. 

46,000  00 

Do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

36,000  00 

Do. 

66,890  20 

Do. 

25,000  00 

April 

1 

OK  AAA    A A 

Do. 

36,000  00 

Do. 

28,000  00 

Do. 

44,890  20 

Do. 

35,000  00 

Do. 

25,000  00 

July 

1 

44,800  20 

Do. 

20,000  00 
35,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

85,000  00 

Do. 

45,000  00 

Do. 

750,000  00 

On  demand 

80,838  26 

Do. 

125,000  00 

Do. 

125,000  00 

April 

l 

760,000  00 
80,8^3  24 

Do. 

Do. 

State  to  which 


Connecticut 

Do. 
New  York 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  . 

Do. 

Do. 
New  Jersey 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pennsylvania. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Number  of  the  irt- 


Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  firat. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  ihe  second. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  firat. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  i 

Do. 
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LIST— Continued. 


Date  of  Ict- 


1837. 
June  H 


14 

14 

January  28 

28 

28 

March 

15 

16 

1ft 

Innr 

12 

12 

12 

January 

4 

4 

March 

16 

16 

June 

12 

12 

January 

ft 

5 

March 

16 

16 

16 

16 

May 

2 

2 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

June 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

March 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

June 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

January 

6 

6 

March 

14 

14 

June 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

March 

14 

14 

14 

June 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

10 

Name  of  bank 


Commercial  Bonk,  Cincinnati, 
Merchant* &  Manufacturer*',  Pittab'g 
Giranl  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
B'k  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine 
Bnnk  of  Delaware,  Wilmington 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York  - 

Do.  do. 
Bank  of  Wilmington,  Brandy  wine  - 
Bank  of  Delaware  - 
Do.  - 
Bunk  of  Wilmington  and  Delaware 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York  - 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland  - 
Fronklin  Bank,  Baltimore  • 

Do.  do. 
Union  Bank  of  Man  land  - 

Do.  do. 
Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore 
Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond 
Branch  of  do.     Norfolk  - 
Bank  of  Virginia  ... 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 
Union  Bank,  New  York 
National  Bank,  do. 
Union  Bank,  do. 
Girard  Bonk,  Philadelphia  - 
Mechanic*'  Bonk,  New  York 
National  Bank,  do. 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Branch  of  Northern  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, Louisville 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia  - 
Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina  - 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York  • 
Merchant*' Exchange  Bank,  N.  York 
Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do. 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 

Do.  do. 
Bank  of  Stale  of  North  Carolina  - 
Phcenix  Bank,  New  York 

Merchant*'  Bank,  do.  - 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,  do.  - 
Do.  do.       do.  - 

Bank  of  State  of  North  Carolina 
Phoenix  Bank,  New  York 

Merchant*'  Exchange  Bank,  do.  - 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Planter*  and  Mechanic*'  Charleston  - 
Bank  of  Charleston  - 
Do.  do. 
Planter*  and  Mechanica* 

Do.  do.      .  - 

Mechanic*' Bank,  New  York 
Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
Merchant*'  Bank,  New  York 
Planter*'  Bank,  Savannah  - 
Bank  of  Augoala,  Georgia  - 

Do.  do. 
Planter*'  Bank  8o  vanned  - 
Insurance  Bank,  Columbu*  - 
Planter*'  Bank  Savannah  - 
Biink  of  Augusta  - 
Bunk  of  America,  New  York 
Manhattan  Company  do.  - 
Mechanic*' Bank,        do.  - 

of  State  B'k  of  Ala' Mobile  - 


Amount 


160,000  00 
160,000  00 
680,838  26 
27,000  00 
22,683  83 
44,000  00 
46,000  00 
27,000  00 
22,583  63 
22,583  83 
36,000  00 
37,000  00 
220,000  00 
98,612  7ft 
98,612  76 
220,000  00 
220,000  00 
98,612  75 
532,809  33 
200,000  00 
367,809  83 
200,000  00 
100,000  00 
75,000  00 
100,000  00 
67,000  00 
40,000  00 
60,000  00 
135,000  00 

140,809  33 
200,000  00 
230,000  00 
80,000  00 
5.S,000  00 
28,000  00 
84,919  13 
84,919  13 
230,000  00 
80,000  00 
65,000  00 
28,000  00 
28,000  00 
300,000  00 
80,000  00 
50,000  00 
19,919  13 
170,000  00 
180,474  03 
180,474  03 
170,000  00 
200,000  00 
600,000  00 
50,474  03 
40,000  00 
125,000  00 
225,474  03 
210,474  03 
110,000  00 
30,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
50,000  00 
60,000  00 
50,474  03 
223,028  93 


When  pay- 


July  1 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April  1 

l>o. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April  I 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
Apr.  I  1 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On 


State  to  which 
payable 


Pennsylvania. 
Do. 

Do. 
Delaware 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Maryland 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Virginia 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

North  Carolina 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Di. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

South  Carolina 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Georgia 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Dn. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


.Number  of  the  in- 


Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

D... 
Do. 

Part  of  die  first. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  eecond. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second.. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Port  of  the  firn. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  thiid. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 
Do. 

Port  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  ihe  third. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
The  first. 
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oflet- 
tor. 


1837. 


jWwH 

11 

May 

31 

April 

19 

13 

May 

80 

30 

SO 

so 

31 

January 

6 

0 

6 

March 

IS 

13 

June 

3 

3 

3 

;i 

3 

January 

6 

6 

March 

13 

13 

May 

31 

31 

31 

January 

ft 

ft 

5 

5 

6 

March 

13 

13 

18 

13 

13 

IS 

13 

13 

May 

31 

81 

31 

31 

31 

31 

31 

January 

5 

6 

8 

13 

18 

13 

May 

4 

4 

4 

January  16 

16 

16 

16 

March 

8 

S 

* 

8 

Name 


Br.  of  Slate  Bank  of  Ala.  Mobile 

Do.  do. 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana  - 
Commercial  Bank  of  New  Orleans 

Do.  do. 
Union  Bank  of  Louisiana  - 
Planters'  bank,  Natchez 
Agricultural  Bank,  do. 

Do.  do. 
Agricultural  Bank  of 
Union  Bank  of  Teni 
Planter*/  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee  - 
Planters'  Bank  <>f  Tennessee 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Manhattan  Company,  New  York  - 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee  - 
Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee 
Bank  or  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Branch  of  Northern  Bank  Kentucky 


Do. 
Bank 

Do. 


do. 


do. 

of  K'y,  Lexington  - 
Branch  of       do.  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.  - 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus  - 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Commercial  Bank,  L.  Erie  Cleveland 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.  - 

Clinton  Bunk,  Columbus 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Commercial  Bank  L.  Erie,  Cleveland 
B  rttk  of  Wooater  ... 
Bank  of  Cleveland  - 
Bank  of  Chillioothe 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do.  - 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus  - 
Clinton  Bank,  do.  - 

Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie 
Bank  of  Cleveland  - 
Bank  of  Wooater  - 
Branch  of  8tate  Bank  of 
Lawrcnecl>urg 


Do. 

do. 

do. 

Madison 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

New  Albany  - 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Lawrcnccburg 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Madison 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

New  Albany  - 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

I.awrenceburg 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Madiaon 

Agency  of  Commercial  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati, St.  Louie 
Branch  of  8tate  B'kofla.NewAlbany 

Do.     do.     do.  Madison 
Bank  of  Illinoii 

Do.  do. 
Agency  of  Commercial 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
78 
00 
00 


cinnati,  8t 

ranch  of8tateB'k  of  la.  New 


Branch 

Do.  do. 
Vo*.  XIV.— A  10 


*223,029  93 
823,  OSS  03 
800,000  00 
118,613  76 
59,306  38 
100,000  00 
127,445  10 

127.445  10 

127.446  10 
125,000  00 
202,819  13 
100,000  00 
202,919  13 
180,000 

87,500 
37,600 
60,000 
300,000  00 
177,919  18 
157,919  13 
820,000  00 
320,000  00 
157,919  13 
277,919  13 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
123,000 
800,000 
183,090 
179,086 
50,000 
125,000 
130,000  00 
60,000  00 
144,086  78 
60,000  00 
40,000  00 
40,000  00 
80,000  00 
125,000  00 
170,000  00 
1-25,000  00 
96,458  13 
60.000  00 
63,628  47 
40,000  00 

95,583  83 
85,683  83 
85,683  89 
95,683  83 
95,683  83 
95,583  83 
95,589  89 
63,430  63 
127,737  03 

80,000  00 
82,163  19 
82,163  19 
16,000  00 
16,000  00 

80,000  00 
33,163  18 
32,163  19 


When  pay- 
able. 


April  1 
July  1 
On  doninnd 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
July  1 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 
On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 
April  t 

Do. 

Do. 
July  1 

Do. 

Do. 


On  demand 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
April  1 

Do. 
Do. 


State  to  which 
payable. 


Alabama 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Mig*i»Hi|>pi 

Do. 

Do. 
Tennessee 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Kentucky, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ohio 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Indiana 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

lUinois 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Number  of  the  in* 
Bialment. 


The  second. 

The  third. 

Part  of  first  dt  sec. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third 

Do. 
The  first 
The  f  econd. 
The  third. 
Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  first. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 

Port  of  the  third. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  n«t. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


i 
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Date  of  let- 

Name ol  Unit. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

State to  which 

Number  of  the  in- 

ter. 

able. 

i>av;it>le. 

stalment. 



 «  

1837.  ! 

May 

Hank  of  Illinois,  bnawnuetown 

(•ml,U0U  UU 

July 

1 

i  iiinuia  " 

Pel?!   nf*  tlir*  li.ir.l 
t  0(1  *)l   IIIC  lllaJtJ. 

A 

Dmncnoi  iMtiie  d  koi  la.  .\many 

0*|luO     1 19 

Do. 

Do, 

A 
* 

Do.     uo.     uo.  ijawrencentirg 

OX,  IDS  IV 

Do. 

Tin 

Do 
*s#U« 

• 

Agency  oi  v^orunierciai  uaiiK  01  i>in* 

no. 

oinnati,  en*  acquis 

oo,uuu  UU 

Do. 

TVa 

I/O. 

January  1  Y 

I/O.            u  0.         EIO.             -  - 

On  den  and 

Missouri  - 

Pari  uf  the  drtL 

j  ail  ui  tuc  in  M. 

1  0 

Drnncl.  ol  •Mute 15  *  ol  la.  i*aw  rem  eu  g 

DU|  OUv  Uv 

Do. 

Tin 
I/O. 

kj  \j . 

I 

rlantcr*  Dank,  natcnez 

4  t      ftQO  AO 

Do. 

Arkansas 

TV . 
kj<) . 

Aiarcn  s 

I/O.                   uo.             -  - 

Aft   RfiQ  fiQ 
10,uSd  DO 

April 

1 

T>A 

Purl  i\f  it\e>  KaVAriil 
r  nil  im  uic  t^i. \j i j u . 

\J- _  OA 

Alsy  JO 

Uo.  do. 

A /\  AAA  AA 

"0,000  00 

J«ly 

1 

DO. 

i  iiri  i'l  Hie  lutru. 

Agricultural  Hunk,  iNatcttez  » 

A  I    enn  on 

40,004  BO 

Do. 

Da 

I/O* 

J  une  7 

Commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans 

q  j  aaa  An 
04,00(1  UU 

On  demand 

Ha 

ran  in    lhiol  *vu . 

Hunk  ot  Kentucky,  Louisville 

OO  AAA  Ait 

So,  000  UO 

Do. 

DO. 

L/O. 

7 

Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati 

38,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

January  27 

Bank  of  Michigan   -           -  . 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Michigan 

Part  of  the  first. 

27 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  B'k  of  Mich. 

25,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

27 

Bank  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

March  7 

Bunk  of  Michigan  - 

60,000  00 

April 

1 

Do*! 

Part  of  the  second. 

7 

Former*  and  Mechanics'  B'k  of  Mich. 

26,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

7 

B»nk  of  River  Raisin 

20,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

May  30 

Bank  of  Michigan  - 

Furmersand  Mechanic*'  B'k  of  Mich. 

60,000  00 

July 

1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  third. 

30 

45,383  83 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

July  16 

Bank  of  Michigan  - 

600  00 

On  dema 

Do. 

Part  1st.  2d,&  3d. 

The  draflt  of  which  tu>t>ce  teas  given  in  the  following  letters,  were  afterwards  recalled. 


Date  of  let- 
ter. 

Name  i  f  bank. 

Amount. 

When  pay- 

State  to 
which 
payable. 

No.  of  instalment*. 

Dale  of 
recall  of 
draft*. 

1837. 

January  6 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez 

$50,000  00 

On  demand 

Arkansas 

Part  of  the  first 

June  7 

March  8 

Do.  do. 

50,000  00 

April  1 

Do. 

Part  of  the  second. 

7 

March  13 

Do.  do. 

126,000  00 

Do. 

Tennessee 

Do. 

3 

May  3 

National  Bank,  New  York 

100,000  00 

July  1 

Virginia 

Part  of  the  third. 

May  30 

June  14 

Manhattan  Company,  Do. 

220,000  00 

Do. 

New  York 

Do. 

June  IS 

14 

MerhanirV  Bank,  Do. 

230,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

15 

14 

Drank  of  Brooklyn,  Do. 

60,000  00 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

16 

Bank  of  America,  Do. 

16,064  09 

Do. 

Conn. 

Do. 

17 

16 

Q,uincbaug  Bank,  Norwich 

47,926  11 

Do. 

Do. 

17 

The  following  postcripla  were  added  to  the  letters  : 
To  those  respecting  depositee  with  the  8tate  of  New 
York : 

The  receipt  will  be  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller 
of  the  State." 

To  the  letter  of  June  17,  to  Bank  of  America,  New 
York,  respecting  transfer  of  $24,890  20,  to  State  of  Con- 
necticut : 

"This  transfer  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  one  for 
*1C,9«4  09,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  by  lelt#r  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  of  June  17,  to  Quinebaug  Bank,  respecting 
transfer  of  $36,000  to  8tate  of  Connecticut : 

*•  This  transfer  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  one  for 
$  17, 920  1 1,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  by  letter  dated 
June  16,  and  which  has  been  recalled." 

To  letter  to  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  of  June  20, 
respecting  transfer  of  $270,000,  to  8tate  of  New  York  : 

"  This  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  draft  for 
$230,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  on  the  14th  in- 
slant." 

To  letter  to  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  of  Juno 
20th,  respecting  transfer  of  $240,000  to  Stale  of  New 

*  Ola  '. 


"  This  draft  has  been  issued  in  place  of  the  draft  for 
$2-20,000,  of  which  notice  was  given  you  on  the  14th  in- 
stant." 

To  the  letter  of  May  20th  to  the  Agricultural  Bonk, 
Natchez,  respecting  transfer  of  $127,446  10  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi : 

"  Information  having  been  received  that  the  transfer 
draft  in  favor  of  Tennessee,  upon  your  bank,  fur  the  sec- 
ond instalment  of  deposite,  has  not  been  honored,  the  draft 
above  described  has  been  placed  upon  it." 

To  the  letter  of  .May  30th  to  the  Northern  Bank  of  Ken* 
tucky,  respecting  transfer  of  $140,809  33  to  State  of  Vir- 
ginia : 

"Tho  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer  heretofore  ordered 
to  the  Bank  of  Virginia;  or,  that  will  be  recalled  to  this 
extent,  provided  you  find  that  tbo  meeting  of  both  of  them 
in  a  satistartnry  way  is  very  inconvenient." 

To  the  letter  of  May  30th  to  the  Bank  of  Kentucky, 
Louisville,  respocung  transfer  of  $136,000  to  the  State  of 
Virginia: 

"  The  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to  the  Stat*  of  Vir- 
ginia will  be  deducted  from  tho  I 
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to  the  Rank  of  Virginia,  or  the  latter  will  be  recalled  to 
that  extent,  provided  both  of  them  are  found  to  be  very  in- 
convenient to  you." 

To  the  letter  of  lone  3d  to  Bank  of  America,  respecting 
transfer  of  $50,000  to  State  of  Georgia: 

"  This  draft  is  issued  in  consequence  of  the  recall  of 
transfer  drafts  on  your  bank,  issued  in  favor  of  banks  in 
Georgia." 

Similar  postscript  to  letters  of  June  id  to  Mechanics' 
and  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  respecting 
i  to  8tato  of  Georgia.* 

C  1. 

Bsxaon,  Maixe,  June  6,  1837. 
Bin  :  At  this  eventful  crisis,  we  feel  it  our  duly  to  givo 
you  frequent  information  of  what  we  are  doing,  who  have 
the  direction  of  the  People's  Bank;  therefore  we  would 
say,  in  addition  to  a  former  communication,  that  we  have 
not  suspended,  nor  shall  we  suspend  specie  payment,  un- 
less the  Treasury  draft  on  us  for  $21,000,  payable  July 
1st,  should  be  exacted  in  gold  and  silver.  If,  however, 
wc  should,  by  dire  necessity,  be  compelled  to  change  our 
course,  wc  shall  immediately  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Treasury  Department.  Wc  thank  you  for  the  courteous 
and  encouraging  sentiments  expressed  in  your  last,  while 
we,  with  assurances  of  our  greatest  respect,  would  *ul>*cribe 
ourselves  Your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  D.  WILLIAMSON, 

President  Pet,pV,  Bank. 

Hon.  Levi  WooDacar, 

'Serrelary     Hit  Treasury  Dtp*  I  V.  S. 

C3. 

Bindok,  Maixe,  June  10,  1817. 
8i »  :  Having  lately  written  to  you,  we  should  not  ad- 
dress you  again  so  soon,  had  not  your  communication  of 
the  5lh  instant,  received  this  morning,  filled  us  with  ex- 
treme anxiety  ;  for  by  your*  of  18th  February  last,  the 
Penpte't  Bank  were  notified  that  $31,000  of  the  public 
money  would  be  drawn  for  in  favor  of  the  Stale  of  Maine, 
to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July  next ;  whereas,  by  this  day's 
mail  we  are  notified  by  the  Treasury  Department,  that  a 
tranfer  draft  to  this  8Ute  of  $33,613  75,  payable  that  day, 
is  directed  upon  this  bank,  the  former  sum  being  thus  en- 
larged considerably  more  than  one  third,  and  yet  all  to  bo 
paid  within  thirty  days,  a  shorter  period,  if  we  are  correct, 
than  the  one  mentioned  in  our  contract;  and  a  sum,  too, 
not  inconsiderable  for  a  bank  of  our  capital,  especially  in 
these  limes.  We  apprehend  moat  assuredly  tint  there 
must  be,  in  the  multiplicity  of  your  avocations  at  this  junc- 


ture, som  *thing  unintentional;  for  by  ours  of  May"l7lh 
and  June  5lh  we  informed  you  that  we  had  determined 
not  to  suspend  specie  payments,  that  we  had  in  vault  and 
at  command  sufficient  specie  to  redeem  all  our  bills  in  cir- 
culation, that  a  large  amount  of  our  loans  was  nn  short 
paper,  payable  in  Boston,  and  that  we  should  probably  be 
able  to  pay  the  next  Treasury  draft  of  $31,000  July  1st, 
io  the  usual  course  of  business,  paying  out  such  money 
as  we  receive ;  and  we  respectfully  inquired  whether 
the  draft  for  tiie  sum  last  mentioned  might  not  for  a 
period  be  withholden  or  delayed,  or  somo  other  relief 
or  aid  be  conveniently  afforded  us  iu  this  emergency 
as  to  specie.  In  your  encouraging  reply,  dated  May  23d, 
you  wore  pleaded  to  approve  highly  of  our  «•  firmncs.  and 
perseverance,"  and  "  heartily  wish  n«  success,"  assuring 
us  the  Treasury  Department  would  at  nn  early  day  apprize 
us  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  as  to  to  the  transfers  to  this 
State,  and  adopt  ««  measures  as  favorable  for  our  bank  as 
public  duty  will  permit." 

Now,  the  ne\t  communication  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, th is  .lay  received,  advises  ««,  as  before  mated, 
that  wc  must  pay  $*»,6I3  75  instead  of  $31,000,  and 


consequently,  if  we  accept  the  draft,  we  must  pay  in  aueh 
money  as  may  be  demanded.  The  State  Treasurer  will 
draw  for  it  in  favor  of  different  towns,  and  in  sums  equal 
to  their  respective  proportions,  without  mentioning  any 
kind  of  money ;  and  as  gold  and  silver  are  the  only  consti- 
tutional tender,  such  will  unquestionably  be  demanded,  it 
being  now  at  a  high  premium,  and  hanks  and  individuals 
greatly  wanting  it.  But  specie  cannot  be  procured,  and 
therefore  specie  cannot  possibly,  to  the  amount  of  the 
draft,  be  paid.  Muat,  then,  the  People's  Bank,  when  it 
becomes  due,  suspend  specie  payments ;  after  all  its  forti- 
tude, its  efforts,  and  its  sacred  regard  for  law  and  contract, 
honor  and  promptitude  ?  Shall  the  prophetic  surmises  of 
foes  bo  verified,  and  they  tauntingly  triumph  over  our 
well-timed  exertions  1  Have  we  fought  the  good  fight 
and  kept  the  faith  iu  vain  T  Or  will  it  be  no  better  for  us, 
that  we,  in  so  good  a  cause,  have  stood  firmer  than  oth- 
ers— this  being  the  only  dcposile  bank  in  all  New  England 
that  has  not  suspended  specie  payments  ?  Nor  do  we  wish 
to  be  forced  into  that  situation,  by  such  suspension,  which 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call 
the  public  funda  out  of  the  People's  Bank,  which  has 
alone,  at  considerable  sacrifice,  in  supplying  itself  with 
specie,  endeavored  to  sustain  itself  and  the  good  policy  of 
the  administration.  Nothing  could  have  occurred  more 
unexpectedly  than  the  enlarged  call  on  us  at  this  crisis ; 
for  our  paper  on  Uoston,  ihougli  undoubtedly  good,  is  re- 
turning from  day  to  day  protested  ;  every  bill  any  one  can 
get  of  ours  is  presented  for  specie,  even  change,  and  now 
thia  day,  June  10th,  we  are  directed  to  be  ready  to  pay 
July  1st,  $13,613  75  of  $43,130  73,  the  whole  of  the 
Government's  deposite  in  the  People's  Bank.  It  will  thus 
be  perceived  that  we  are  in  an  anticipated  dilemma;  there- 
fore we  would  respectfully  inquire,  cannot  another  draft, 
to  the  amount  of  $10,000  or  $15,000  be  substituted  for 
that  of  $33,012  75,  or  the  latter  be  in  part  countermand- 
ed !  Or,  as  we  requested  in  ours  of  May  17tb,  may  not 
the  draft  be  withholden  for  a  period  !  Or  could  not  our 
bank  have  a  Treasury  draft  for  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  some  deposite  banks  that  have  suspended  specie 
payments,  or  on  some  other  receivers  of  the  public  money  ? 
In  short,  will  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  pleased  to 
extend  to  us  the  temporary  relief,  important  in  the  present 
emergency,  as  it  will,  wc  believe,  be  consonant  to  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  at  tho  same  time  confer  a  favor  on  his  un- 
feigned and  abiding  friends  and  obedient  servants  t  In  be- 
half of  the  directors  of  the  People's  Bunk  : 

WM.  D.  WILLIAMSON,  Preiittent. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodiiurt, 

Secretary  of  lh>.  Treanmj. 

C  3. 

Tbkasciit  DikPAHTMEXT,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reccipCof  your  letler 
of  the  10th  instant.  In  common  with  the  proportion  of 
all  the  other  banks  in  Maiue,  that  of  the  People's  Bank 
was  increased  in  the  Sluto  transfers  payable  on  the  1st 
July,  iu  consequence  of  the  nnn  execution  of  the  outstand- 
ing transfer  drafts  from  the  South  and  West  to  Boston, 
nud  which  reduced  the  depositee  in  that  place  ao  low  as  to 
render  any  considerable  amount  of  transfer  to  Maine  im- 
possible. Il  was  supposed  thst  the  8tate  transfer  upon, 
your  bank  would  Ue  paid  without  inconvenience;  but, 
upon  your  suggestion,  that  unless  reduced,  or  a  draft  on 
Boston  is  furnished,  its  amount  beyond  the  notice  may  in- 
terfere with  your  expectations  and  consequent  arrange- 
ments, and  is  not  satisfactory,  I  have  directed  the  Treasu- 
rer to  issue  two  transfer  drafts  in  your  favor  on  Boston  for 
the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  sum  you  wss 
originally  notified  to  pay  the  8tatc  of  Maine  and  the  Slate 
transfer  recently  placed  on  your  bank,  payable  on  1st  July. 
These  transfers  arc  on  the  Commonwealth  and  Fulton 
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Banks  fnr  $6,000  each,  payable  on  demand,  and  will  ob- 
viate the  inconvenience  of  increasing  your  proportion  of 
the  Bute  transfers  beyond  the  notice. 
I  am,  air,  wry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

S.eretary  of  the  Treasury. 
W.  D.  Williamson,  Eaq., 
President  of  the  People' s  Bank,  Bangor,  Me. 


The  CiMtMi  of  the  Co 


Tbeasitbt  Depabtwext,  June  17,  1887. 
Sib  :  To  enable  the  People's  Bank  of  Bangor  to  meet' 
an  excess  in  the  amount"  of  the  8tate  transfer  draft  beyond 
what  it  was  originally  notified  to  pay,  I  have  directed  a 
transfer  in  ita  favor  for  $6,000  upon  your  bank,  payable 
on  demand,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  met  without  inconve- 
nience, aa  no  Slate  tranafera  for  the  July  instalment  will 
be  place  on  your  bank  in  favor  of  any  8tate  except  Massa- 
chusetts. I  am,  dec, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Cashier  of  the  Fulton  Bank,  Boston,  Mau. 

D  2. 

Treasobt  DaPAKT.iairT,  June  17,  1837. 
8m:  In  order  to  enable  the  People'a  Bank  of  Bangor 
to  meet  an  excess  in  the  amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft 
placed  upon  it  beyond  ita  notice,  I  have  directed  a  transfer 
for  $6,000  upon  your  bank  in  ita  favor,  payable  on  de- 
mand, which  I  hope  will  be  met  without  inconvenience, 
aa  you  will  not  pay  any  State  transfers  rn  July  but  to  Mas- 
wnchuKf  it».  I  am,  Ac, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
imonweaUh  B'k,  Boston,  Mass. 

E  1. 

Taxisoar  Dkpa»tj«xht,  June  5,  1837. 
8ia  :  1  will  thank  you  to  inform  me,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  whether  your  bank  will  be  prepared  to  exe- 
cute a  transfer  of  the  balance  of  public  money  to  the  State 
of  Connecticut  on  the  1st  July  next,  as  a  portion  of  the 
deposits  then  to  be  made  with  that  State,  and  whether  tbat 
would  not  be  the  easiest  and  beat  mode  of  closing  up  our 
s  flairs. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Pbksibert  of  the  Quinebaug  Bank, 

Norwich,  Conn. 

E  a. 

Qcikxbacs  Bh.uk, 

Norwich,  June  10,  1837. 

8ib  :  I  forward  our  account  with  tbe  Treasurer  to  this 
date.  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  in- 
quiring if  this  bank  will  be  prepared  to  psv  on  the  1st  July 
next  the  balance  due  the  Trraaurer  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  thaf,  owing  to  the  certainly  of 
being  deprived  of  the  oae  of  funds  in  July,  by  the  fail- 
ure of  manufacturers  and  their  factors  in  New  York,  it 
will  be  out  of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  meet  your  wishes ; 
but  we  will  endeavor  to  provide  for  a  part  of  the  balance. 
We  should  be  obliged  by  having  you  draw  for  aa  small  an 
amount  an  will  consist  with  the  convenience  of  the 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  A.  PERKINS,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbvbt, 


E  3. 

Tukasuri  Drfabtjiejit,  June  17,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  with  ita  enclosure.  After 


wad  deemed  a  reasonable  period  for  a  reply  to  my  tetter  of 
tbe  5th  instant,  I  had  ordered  a  State  transfer  draft  to  be 
placed  on  you  in  favor  of  the  State,  for  the  balance  in  de- 
posite with  you,  under  the  belief  that  the  payments  might 
be  more  conveniently  made  to  tbe  State  of  Connecticut 
than  upon  warrants  in  favor  of  public  creditors.  A  differ- 
ent opinion  being  expressed  in  your  letter,  I  have  recalled 
the  Stale  transfer  for  tbe  whole  balance  on  deposite  with 
you,  and  placed  one  instead  for  $25,000,  which,  from  the 
tenor  of  your  letter,  you  will  doubt  less  meet  with  conve- 
nience and  promptitude. 

I  am,  very  rcuprcifully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 

P.  A.  Pan  a. j as,  Esq., 

Cashier  Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich,  Canst. 

F  1. 

Rhode.  Island  Uxioa  Bah  a, 

Newport,  (R.  /.,)  June  3,  1837. 
8ia  :  I  beg  leave  to  reply  to  that  part  of  your  circular 
letter  of  tbe  I8ih  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  this 
bank,  which  relates  to  its  future  course  in  regard  to  the 
remaining  balance  ($38,362  98)  of  your  depositee  in  it, 
which  is  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  Stales.  As  only  a  few  notes  discounted  by  tbe 
bank  will  fall  due  in  this  month,  and  some  of  those  must 
be  renewed,  it  will  be  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  bank 
to  pay  a  part  of  said  balance  before  the  middle  of  next 
month.  And  as  you  have  drawn  from  lime  to  time  war 
warrants  on  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  in  favor  of  the 
Newport  Exchange  Bank,  by  which  tbe  money  required  to 
carry  on  the  public  works  at  Port  Adams  has  been  obtain- 
ed, and  those  warrants  have  been  regularly  paid,  I  take  the 
.  liberty  of  proposing  that  three  such  warrants  be  drawn 
by  you,  each  for  a  third  part  of  said  balance,  »ix :  the  1st 
!  payable  on  the  15th  July,  2d  payable  on  the  15th  August, 

3d  payable  on  the  15th  September,  1837. 
I  If,  having  in  view  the  public  interests  and  the  accommo- 
dation of  this  bank,  under  existing  circumstances,  you 
|  should  think  it  proper  lo  do  what  is  here  respsnfuily  sug- 
gested, arrangements  will  be  made  in  season  to  pay  the 
warrants  proposed  to  be  drawn  by  you. 

The  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank  will  con- 
tinue to  make,  weekly,  to  the  Treasury  Department,  regu- 
lar returns  of  the  state  of  the  hank,  so  long  as  any  money 
belonging  lo  the  United  States  shall  remain  deposited  with  it. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

CHRI8.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
President  Rhode  Lkmd  Union  Bank. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodblkt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

F  2. 

Treastjbt  Dbfabtmsht,  June  7,  1837. 
Sia  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  to 
iisMire  you  that  this  Department  will  endeavor  to  accomtno- 
|  date  you  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  balance,  after 
|  meeting  the  $10,000  to  the  State  on  the  first  of  July,  aa 
t  you  have  heretofore  notified,  by  gradual  draft  for  the 
amount,  aa  near  your  suggestions  as  tbe  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic service  may  justify. 

I  in,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 
'LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C.  O.  Cmavplik,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Union  Bank,  Newport,  R.  L 

F  3. 

Rhode  Islaxd  U.viox  Baik, 

Newport,  R.  J.,  June  12,  1837. 
Sib:  I  have  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  assurance  il 
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tains  in  regard  to  the  balance  that  will  bo  due  from  this 
bank  to  the  Treasurer  of  tbe  United  States,  after  the  trans- 
fer droA  upon  it  for  tho  sum  of  $10,000,  payable  to  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  shall  have 
been  paid.  And  I  now  understand  that  a  war  warrant 
will  be  drawn  on  the  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  in  favor 
of  the  Newport  Exchange  Bank,  for  one-half  of  that  bal- 
ance, payable  in  Auguat  next;  and  that  another  such  war- 
rant will  be  drawn  for  the  other  half  of  said  balance,  pay- 
able in  September  next ;  and  this  bank  will  then  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  aaid  warrants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 
CHRIS.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
President  of  Rhode  Island  Union  Bank. 
Hon.  I.r.vi  WooDsuxr. 

P.  8.  June  1 3th. — Tbe  cashier  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Union  Bank  has  this  day  received  notice  (from  the  Treas- 
ury Department)  of  a  draft  on  this  bank,  payable  to  the 
Newport  Exchange  Bank,  for  (7,600. 

G  1. 

Mechanics'  Bask,  New  York,  March  20,  1837. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclnae,  herewith,  our  semi- 
monthly statement  of  the  situation  of  the  hank,  together 
with  a  duplicate  of  the  Treasurer's  account  current. 

Uur  cashier  has  shown  me  your  letter,  advising  of  two 
further  transfer  drafts  onus  for  $100,000  each,  payable 
the  1st  of  the  ensuing  month.  You  will  perceive  we  have 
paid  during  the  past  week  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars 
on  Government  drafts,  an  amount  that  we  could  not  pos- 
sibly curtail  from  our  discounts,  during  the  existing  un- 
paralled  pressure,  without  producing  ruinous  consequences 
to  this  community.  We  are,  therefore,  in  debt,  and  sub- 
ject to  any  specie  drafts  that  may  be  made  upon  our  city. 
Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  if  the  period  of  pay- 
ment of  these  drafts  could  be  deferred,  it  would,  I  conli- 
dently  believe,  be  of  essential  benefit,  not  only  to  the  bank, 
but  to  the  public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  JOHN  FLEMING,  President. 

Hon.  I.tvt  WooraiBT. 

G  2. 

TaXASLHT  Dkfabtnext,  March  23,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  instant,  with  its  enclosures. 

With  regard  to  the  letter  from  this  Department  to  which 
you  refer,  without  specifying  its  date,  advising  of  two 
tranafer  drafts  of  $100,000,  payable  on  the  1st  of  April, 
and  requesting  an  extension  of  the  period  of  payment,  1 
have  to  stale  that  the  copy  of  that  letter  has  uol  been  found, 
and,  be lore  acting  on  your  request,  I  must  ask  you  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  you  refer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

J.  Flkxi  xa,  Esq., 

President  Mechanics'  Bank,  Mew  York. 

G  3. 

Mechanics'  Bask,  Neio  York,  March  21,  1837. 

Bia  i  It  must  be  apparent  to  every  discreel  and  judirious 
observer  that  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  for  some  tune 
past  have  pressed  heavily  upon  the  community,  are  fast  ap- 
proaching a  crisis.  The  present  indications  are  of  a  char- 
acter justly  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  reflecting  and 
prudent  men.  Peeling  persuaded  that  you  take  a  deep  in- 
terest in  whatever  affects  the  financial  concerns  of  this  city, 
I  lake  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  ut  the  present  time. 

The  revulsions  in  commercisl  credit  throughout  Europe, 
as  well  as  in  this  country,  ere  well  calculated  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  all  who  are  in  anywise  connected  with  the 


moneyed  operations  of  the  commercial  cities.  At  home, 
the  recent  failures  of  eminent  houses,  largely  engaged  in 
exchange  and  money  transactions,  have  necessarily  created 
a  deep  and  widely-pervading  excitement  in  the  public  mind  ; 
and  from  abroad,  the  advices  are  of  a  character  to  increase 
rather  than  to  allay  the  existing  apprehensions.  The  rates 
of  foreign  exchange  are  such  as  to  justify  fears  of  a  consid- 
erable export  of  coin,  which,  I  may  say,  has  already  com- 
menced. This  fart,  connected  with  the  actual  scarcity  of 
means  to  accommodate  the  merchants  in  meeting  their  cur- 
rent business  engagements,  now  falling  due,  rrnder  it  an 
imperative  duty  on  the  part  of  tbe  city  banks  to  adopt  every 
reasonable  precaution  to  avert  the  threatened  disastera.  It 
is  certainly  the  interest,  and  it  would  seem  also  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  so  to  administer  its  financial  con- 
cerns as  to  sustain  and  foster  the  business  interests  of  a 
community  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  national 
treasury. 

The  practice  of  past  years  of  allowing  the  import  in- 
come to  accumulate,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  whose 
transactions  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  public  rev  ■ 
enue,  was  not  found  to  be  injurious  in  its  operation,  nor 
did  it  afford  any  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  8o  large  an  amount  of  domestic  and 
foreign  money  transactions  centre  in  this  city,  that  most  of 
the  commercial  and  mercantile  interests  connected  with  the 
general  business  concerns  of  the  country  are  intimately  as- 
sociated with  our  financial  situation  and  piospects. 

Our  credits  supply  not  only  the  imported  products  for 
consumption,  but  furnish  also  largely  the  facilities  for  real- 
izing the  va«t  amounts  of  our  annual  exports. 

When  the  source  of  a  business  thus  extensive  and  com- 
plicated becomes  disordered,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  pre- 
dict the  consequent  effect  upon  the  many  streams  which 
diverge  from  such  a  fountain.  • 

It  is  under  ciicumatances  of  deep  responsibility,  as  one 
of  the  Government  agents,  intrusted,  in  a  measure,  with 
the  management  of  the  financial  concerns  of  the  Treasury, 
that  I  have  presumed  to  trouble  you  at  this  important  mo- 
ment, and  to  solicit  your  intervention,  so  far  as  you  may 
think  the  exigency  requirica,  in  alleviating  the  present 
difficulties,  and  in  averting,  if  possible,  those  menaced  us 
in  prospect. 

I  hsd  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  instant, 
requesting  an  extenaion  of  time  with  regard  to  the  two 
drafts  upon  this  hank,  itayable  on  the  1st  proximo. 
In  that  communication  a  biief  reference  was  made  to  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  existing  in  this  city  ;  the  diffi- 
culties then  alluded  to  are  daily  increasing,  and  conse- 
quences serious  and  alarming,  as  well  to  individuals  as  to 
public  institutions,  force  themselves  in  a  strong  point  of 
view  on  the  attention  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  re- 
sult. 

With  respect  to  tbe  business  and  situation  of  this  bank, 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  our  transactions  arc  with  a 
larger  uuuilier  of  dealers  than  those  of  any  other  city  in- 
stitution. In  the  management  of  our  concerns  we  have 
studiously  endeavored  to  accommodate  the  bond-payers  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  means,  compatible  with  other 
claims.  In  doing  so,  we  have  necessarily  been  obliged  to 
reduce,  beyond  our  wishes,  the  amount  of  specie  in  our 
vaults.  The  drain  of  coin  for  ordinary  business  is  con- 
stant, and  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  some  of  the  city  banks  are  disposed  to  hoard  their 
s|>ecie  ;  the  efll-cl  of  which  measure  ta,  to  throw  the  bur- 
den of  the  pressure  unfairly  upon  others.  We  have  paid 
of  the  Government  funds,  within  the  lust  fortnight,  about 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  Treasury  drafts  and 
warrants ;  the  last  of  which,  for  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  payment  was  demanded  in  specie,  snd  we  are 
now  required  to  pay,  in  addition,  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing  month. 
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Deposite  Banks. 


I  think  mywIT  justified,  under  existing  circunisuncrs 
in  making  this  appeal  to  you,  air,  on  behalf  not  onlj  of 
oar  own  institution,  but  of  the  community  generally  ;  ami 
anbmit  with  entire  and  respectful  confidence,  whether  a 
bank,  thus  situated,  should  be  compelled  at  each  a  time  of 
imminent  emergency,  atill  further  to  curtail  its  discounts 
in  the  proportion  necessary  to  meet  the  impending;  de- 
mands. It  cannot  be  done  without  materially  increasing 
the  present  distress;  and  it  is  feared  that  the  attempt  will 
result  in  extensive  bankruptcies.  In  such  an  even),  it  is 
not  for  me  to  suggest  what  may  be  the  responsibilities 
resting  upon  the  Government.  I  am  (satisfied  that  the  proper 
disposition  is  not  wanting  to  extend  all  the  relief  required. 

1  am  particularly  induced  to  represent  these  facts  strong- 
ly, iu  sonaequenco  of  a  demand  made  opnn  us  yesterday 
by  the  Union  Bank  of  this  city,  for  $30,000  in  specie, 
upon  the  allegation  that  you  had  required  them  to  tncreaae 
their  stock  of  coin.  The  suggestion  to  them  was  doubt- 
less  a  judicious  one,  but  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
the  mere  transfer  of  coin  from  the  vaults  of  one  city  Kink 
to  that  of  another,  can  add  to  the  stability  of  the  associated 
institutions,  while  the  eQect  is  to  increase  still  further  the 

Tbe  specie  basis,  in  the  mean 
the  same ;  and  the  prartice  of  drawing  at  a 
time  like  the  present  is  calculated  to  unsettle  the  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  banks;  which,  if  becoming  no - 
torious,  is  very  likely  to  excite  unnecessary  apprehensions 
in  other  quarters.  This  bank  has,  to  the  extent  of  its 
ability,  contributed  promptly  to  tho  assistance  of  other  in- 
stitutions, and  will  continue  to  act  in  the  same  spirit,  ask- 
ing in  return  only  a  just  forbearance  and  reciprocal  action 
on  tbe  part  of  its  associates  in  tbe  public  service. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  any  aid  which  may  be  otherwise  afforded,  the 
action  of  the  Government  may  greatly  relievo  and  allav 
the  existing  excitement,  and  materially  foster  and  en- 
courage the  commercial  interests,  by  abstaining  for  as  long 
a  period  as  possible,  from  drawing  upon  tho  funds  collect- 
ed from  the  public  revenue  in  this  city.  Should  these 
drafts  continue  to  any  considerable  amount,  I  am  fearful 
that,  in  the  necessity  of  protecting  themselves,  the  banks 
will  be  compelled  to  contract  their  loans  to  an  extent  that 
must  result  in  a  ruinous  bankruptcy,  and  heavy  losses  to 
tbe  Government. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  writing 
thus  plainly  upon  the  subject  in  question.  Its  importance 
is  my  apology,  and  I  shall  (eel  greatly  relieved  from  pres- 
ent apprehensions  if  it  shall  receive,  at  your  hands,  such 
action  a*  secius  to  me  to  be  imperatively  called  for. 

May  I  s«k  to  be  favored  with  a  reply  as  early  as  may 

'  *  JOHN  FLEMING,  ^Trt^dent 

The  Hon.  I.nvi  Wood  bub  r, 

Secretary  <>f  the  Treasury 

G  4. 

M.uiamcV  Bask,  .V«»  York,  March  25,  1837. 

Sin:  In  writing  to  you  hastily  on  the  20th  instant,  I 
made  a  mistake  with  regard  to  the  draft*  therein  referr  d 
to :  it  was  my  intention  to  have  referred  to  your  letter  of 
tho  13th,  which  notified  us  of  a  transfer  draft  to  the  Stule 
of  New  York  for  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  hsve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FLEMING,  J>rwcfe«r. 
The  Hon-  Lr.vi  Wnnnacnv, 

Secretary  ,f  the  Treasury. 

G  5. 

TiiKA*t.-uT  DKesnraiBxT,  March  21,  IR37. 
8m  :  In  conxeqnence  of  the  request  made  in  l»ehalf  of 
the  in-lilution  over  which  y  >n  preside,  f..r  the  extension  of 


the  period  for  the  payment  of  the  two  transfer  drafts  re- 
ferred to  in  your  letter  of  tbe  SOth  instant,  it  may  he  use- 
ful to  place  distinctly  before  you  tbe  situation  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  the  depositc  banks  somewhat  more  in  detail 
than  is  usual  in  the  current  correspondence  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 

By  the  12th  section  of  the  act  of  the  23d  June  last,  the 
whole  amount  of  public  money  remaining  in  tbe  Treasury 
on  the  first  of  January,  1887,  excepting  five  millions  of 
dollar*,  was  required  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  banks  and 

placed  in  deposite  with  the  several  Stales  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, the  first  of  which  was  to  be  made  immediately  after 
the  latter  date.  Those  quarterly  payments  amount  to  up- 
wards of  $9, 367, 000  upon  each  of  tbe  first  days  of  Janu- 
ary, April,  July,  and  October,  in  order  that  the  whole  sum 
of  $37,468,869  97  may  be  deposited  with  the  States  du- 
ring tbe  year,  agreeably  to  the  provieioua  of  the  law.  These 
ureat  and  frequent  payments  will  fully  explain  tbe  iodie- 
pensablc  necessity  for  the  past  and  present,  as  well  as  fu- 
ture curtailment  in  many  cases  of  the  discounts  heretofore 
made  to  the  community  by  some  of  the  deposit o  hanks,  and 
which  curtailment,  while  regretted  by  many,  and  while  re- 
garded by  you  as  productive  of  such  unfavorable  conrequcn  - 
ces,  must  generally  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  above  act 
of  Congress. 

But  no  authority  exists  in  any  branch  of  the  General 
Government,  except  Congress,  to  modify  or  delay  the  pay- 
ments in  question,  onerous  as  they  often  must  prove  to  tho 
bonks,  or  inconvenient  as  they  most  be  to  their  cw 
Congress,  at  iu  Into  session,  though  held  since  the  law 
passed,  and  its  burdensome  operation  was  in 
experienced,  not  having  thought  proper  to  amend  it,  those 
deposite  banks  in  which  great  sums  of  public  money  have 
beeu  heretofore  placed  and  loaned  to  accommodate  the  pub- 
lic, must  now  make,  if  they  have  not  already  made,  the 
rcqutKite'preparatioti  for  meeting  those  large  pay  men  Is  with 
punctuality.  This  course  is  doe  to  their  contracts  with 
the  Government  and  to  tho  wishes  of  Centres*  ;  hence,  it 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  your  bank,  in  common  with  the 
other  public  depositories,  having,  for  more  than  nine  months 
past,  been  apprized  of  the  necessity  for  tbe  repayment  of 
the  public  funds  in  your  custody,  have  not  been  unmind- 
ful of  those  preparation*.  But,  at  the  same  lime,  allow 
me  to  add  thai  you  may  rest  assured  it  will  continue  to  be 
the  policy  of  this  Department  to  mitigate,  whenever  law- 
ful, the  existing  embarrassment. 

In  consequence  of  this  policy,  the  large  excess  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  over  the  equal  proportion  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  has  been  allowed  to  remain  so  long  in  your 
city— a  place,  however,  where,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
proper  to  add  that,  from  its  great  commerce,  enterprise,  and 
central  position,  both  tbe  collections  and  disbursements  of 
the  revenue  are  usually  heavier  than  elsewhere,  and  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  surplus  of  tbe  public  funds  is  most 
available  for  public  purposes.  Nor  will  the  Treasury  De- 
paitment  hereafter  depart  from  iu  previous  course  to  direct 
no  more  or  earlier  transfers  thence  than  are  required  to  meet 
seasonably  the  hoavy  expcndilurrsoideredat  diflerenl  points 
by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  to  prepare  and  discharge  those 
quarterly  payments  in  deposite  to  the  States  in  a  manner 
conformable  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  which  are  ren- 
dered inadmissible  by  their  provisions. 

It  would  fain  do  or  suggest  something  more  which  might 
tend  to  lighten  the  existing  pressure  upon  portions  of  the 
commercial  community-  But  some  palliations  have  been 
spoken  of,  which,  if  adopted,  it  is  feared  coulJ  not  be  very 
useful,  except  as  ministering  to  an  imaginary  expectation 
of  benefit,  while  they  would  expose  the  community  to  a 
n-al  increase  of  the  very  evils  under  which  it  now  labors, 
by  affording  n  pretext  or  temptation  to  a  dangerous*  addition 
to  tho  discounts  and  issues  of  banks  at  a  time  when  the 
icturns  here  prove  the  important  fact  that 
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bv  ihe  public  depositories  are  now  greater  in  the  country, 
as  a  whole,  and  especially  in  the  South  aud  West,  than 
they  were  in  June  last. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am,  with  much  regret,  compelled  to 
say  that  this  Department  cannot,  with  justice  to  your  in- 
stitution and  the  community,  encourage  a  hope  that  any 
exemption  very  permanent  or  essential  from  some  pecuni- 
ary difficulties  can,  through  it*  agency,  with  its  limited 
powers,  be  effected ;  while  these  vast  collection*  and  dis- 
bursement* are  in  progress,  and  while  several  portions  of 
the  country  are  at  the  same  time  suffering  under  the  con- 
sequence* of  bavin?,  during  the  preceding  eighteen  months, 
invested  in  public  lands  alone,  besides  numerous  specula* 
tion*  ia  private  lands,  and  which  are  yet  chiefly  dead  cap. 
ital,  the  enormous  sum  of  over  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
beyond  the  usual  purchases  in  that  way ;  and,  while  our 
importations  during  only  the  last  year  have  reached  near 
one  hundred  and  ninety  millions,  or  the  unexampled  ex- 
cess (independent  of  specie)  nf  fifty  millions  more  than  our 
whole  exports.  This  extraordinary  balance,  after  deduct- 
ing every  thing  reasonable  for  freights,  profits,  difference 
of  valuation,  and  other  causes,  must  still  leave  an  amount 
of  debt  difficult  to  be  discharged,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
and  equally  difficult  to  be  postponed,  while  failures  and 
embarrassments,  caused  by  cscww?  in  over-banking,  over- 
trading, and  speculation,  shall  continue  to  be,  unfortunate- 
ly, quite  as  great  abroad  as  at  home.  A  mong  the  various 
projects  which  have  been  suggested  for  mitigation  or  relief, 
no  remedies  which  are  feasible,  secure,  and  legal,  appear 
to  me  so  natural  or  to  likely  to  be  so  effected  in  the  exiet- 
ing  condition  of  thing*,  as  those  indulgences  which  the 
Stales,  to  whom  the  deposite  payments  are  to  be  made, 
will  be  able  afterwards  to  extend,  and  the  resolute  com- 
mencement and  prosecution  by  all  concerned,  of  the  ordi- 
nary care  of  such  evils,  in  pecuniary  affair*,  by  increasing 
economy  in  expenditures,  and  by  banking  less,  trading 
less,  and  speculating  less,  till  prices  and  business  revert  to 
their  former  standards  and  channels,  and  both  proceed  more 
on  the  safe  basis  of  actual  capital  and  the  real  wants  of  the 
community. 

By  a  firm  course  of  this  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  discreet 
portion  of  the  commercial  world,  with  all  that  comity  and 
forbearance  to  each  other  which  the  bank*  in  the  present 
exigency  ought  liberally  to  extend,  so  far  a*  their  own 
safety  will  permit,  little  doubt  exist*  that  many  individuals 
will  soon  experience  sensible  relief,  the  urgent  calls  on  the 
banks  will  speedily  begin  to  lessen,  and  mutual  confidence 
and  a  sound  state  of  prosperity  will  be  restored  and  long 


The  country  still  possesses  every  great  element  to  ensure 
future  wealth  and  happiness  ;  and  with  the  exercise  of  for- 
titude ar.d  moderation  now,  and  of  more  foresight  and  pru- 
dence hereafter,  on  the  subject*  l>efore  mentioned,  it  will 
soon  become  extricated  from  those  mercantile  embarrass- 
ments, which,  it  ia  trusted,  are  only  temporary,  and  will  be 
aUe  to  increase  its  securities  against  their  frequent  occur- 
rences. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vnur  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury. 

Join  Flsxirs,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York. 

G  6. 

Treasury  Dksarthsst,  March  26,  1837. 
Bin  :  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th  iustant.  Without  waiting  for  a  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  23d  instant,  requesting  a  specification  of  the 
transfers  referred  to  in  yours  of  the  20th,  I  aboil*  to-mor- 
row, direct  the  Treasurer  to  extend  th«  time  of  payment  of 
the  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  fer 
#50,000,  payable  on  the  let  April,  and  that  for  $ 100, 000, 


in  favor  of  the  National  Bank,  payable  on  the  16th  of 
April.  These  appear  to  he  all  the  transfer  draft*  in  favor 
of  banks  in  your  city,  which  are  outstanding  upon  your 
bank ;  and,  in  justice  to  the  institutions  in  favor  of  which 
they  were  drawn,  which  may  have  shaped  their  business 
somewhat  in  view  of  lb. use  drafts,  an  extension  of  thiity 
days  upon  each  is  aa  much  as  seems  to  be  proper. 

You  do  this  Department,  in  your  letter,  no  more  than 
jusUce,  in  attributing  to  it  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  af- 
fect* the  financial  concerns  of  New  York.  Every  thing  in 
it*  power,  consistent  with  law,  will  be  most  cheerfully 
done  to  sustain  mercantile  credit  in  your  city.  But  with 
regard  to  your  suggestions  as  to  the  curtailment  of  your 
loan*,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  remark  that  your  bank 
has  been  less  called  on  to  repay  the  public  money  in  its 
custody,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  capital  and  its 
amount  of  public  deposits,  than  any  bank  in  your  city. 
On  the  14th  instant,  it  appear*  to  have  had  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  more  than  two  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  upwards  of  a  mil- 
lion more  than  the  Manhattan  Company,  an  institution  of 
similar  capital,  and  upwards  of  half  a  million  more  than  the 
Bank  of  America,  which  has  an  authorized  actual  capital 
of  a  million  more  than  your  bank,  though  in  July  last  (he 
amount  of  the  public  deposiios  was  nearly  the  same  in 
each.  It  appears  from  the  returns  of  those  bank*  that 
they  have  greatly  and  providently  lessened  their  discount 
line  in  due  season.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  regret,  af- 
ter tbo  experience  of  November  last,  that  the  requisite  pre- 
paratory measures  for  meeting  the  payments  required  by 
law  bad  not  been  efficiently  adopted  by  all  the  deposite 
bunk*,  if  any  or  them  be  now  suffering'  on  that  account. 
But,  under  the  circumstances  staled  in  your  letter,  I  shall 
cheerfully  extend  to  you  all  the  relief  which  my  duty  will 
enable  me  to  do.  Besides  postponing  the  payment  of  the 
transfer  drafts  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  I 
will  direct  the  warrant  for  $160,000,  of  which  notice  was 
given  on  the  ISth  instant  for  payment  on  account  of  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  to  be  paid  chiefly  or  entirely  by  some 
other  bank.  The  other  transfer  drafts  payable  by  your 
bank  during  the  month  of  April,  being  for  small  sum*,  and 
in  favor  of  bank*  in  other  places,  are  not  particularised  by 
you,  and  cannot  be  interfered  with  conveniently  to  those 
banks  or  consistently  with  other  arrangements. 

It  ia  to  be  hoped  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  placing  the 
condition  of  your  bank  in  audi  a  posture  as  will  enable  it 
to  meet  promptly,  and  without  inconvenience,  the  largo 
payments,  amounting  to  noarry  the  whole  sum  now  on  de- 
posite on  public  account,  which  will  probably  be  required 
between  the  present  time  and  the  1st  day  of  October  next. 
For  the  general  views  of  this  Department  on  the  present 
subject,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant, 
repeating  the  assurance  of  my  willingness  to  do  every  thing 
in  it*  power  to  support  mercantile  credit  in  your  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jobs  Fibwijvo,  E*q., 

President  Mechanics'  Bank,  N.  Y. 

G  7. 

Thrasvbt  DxpAR-ncairr,  March  27,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of 
yours  of  the  25th  instant,  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  16th, 
(which  notified  you  of  the  issue  of  a  transfer  draft  for 
#200,000,  in  favor  of  the  8tate  of  New  York,)  aa  descri- 
bing the  draft,  the  period  of  the  payment  of  which  you  de- 
sired might  be  postponed  by  your  letter  of  th«20lh  instant. 
In  reply  to  that  request,  I  have  to  state  that  the  transfers 
to  the  several  States  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter 
of  the  present  year  are  required  by  express  lew,  and  thia 
Deportment  has  no  power  to  postpone  the  period  of  theh 
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taking  eflect.  It  would  not  bo  possible  lo  withdraw  th« 
draft  in  question,  and  require  its  amount  to  be  paid  by  other 
banks  which  have  a  tuns  amount  of  public  money  on  de- 
posite, without  drawing  upon  them  too  severely  at  the  pres- 
ent time.    Besides,  it  is  understood  that  the  Bute  of  New 


York  does  not  immediately  require  the  money  t 
to  it  under  the  deposits  act  to  be  paid,  but  will 
dulgence  if  desired.  * 

But  you  will  have  perceived,  by  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
that  this  Department  ha?  directed  the  extension  for  thirty 
days  of  the  transfer  drafts  on  your  bank,  in  favor  of  banks 
in  your  city,  payable  during  the  next  month,  to  an  amount 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  State  transfer  drafts  referred  to. 
This  is  going,  I  believe,  quite  as  far  as  justice  to  the  other 
deposite  hanks  will  allow,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  advert 
to  another  fact  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the  indulgent  course 
adopted  by  the  Department  towards  your  institution.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23,  1856,  no  deposite 
bank  is  permitted  to  hold  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  on  deposite.  It  became,  of 
course,  the  imperious  duty  oi  this  Department  to  place  un- 
der transfer  to  banks  which  could  legally  hold  it,  the  over- 
plus beyond  that  proportion  on  deposits  in  the  existing  de- 
prwitc  banks,  which  proportion,  in  the  case  of  your  bank, 
is  only  $1,500, 000.  After  the  lapse  of  needy  nine  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  law,  your  bank  still  holds  more 
than  £ 800, 000  beyond  what  it  is  entitled  to.  So  far  from 
its  being  possible,  under  this  state  of  thing*,  to  afford  you 
much  further  relief,  it  must  be  apparent,  in  view  of  the 
facts  stated  in  my  recent  letters  to  you,  that  the  sum  now 
on  deposite  with  you  must,  in  due  execution  of  the  law,  be 
ero  long  greatly  diminished. 

The  transfers  required  to  reduce  the  amount  on  deposite 
with  your  bank  to  the  extent  authorised  by  law  to  be  held 
by  it,  were  originally  made  prospective,  so  far  as  wan  be- 
lieved requisite  to  enable  you  to  curtail  your  operations, 
without  serious  inconvenience  either  to  the  commercial 
community  or  (o  yourselves.  After  the  actual  payment  of 
the  overplus  held  by  your  bank  and  required  to  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  deposite  law,  in  order  that  the  amount  on  de- 
posite ahall  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  your  capital,  the 
payment  of  the  residue  will  be  deferred  to  the  full  extent  of 
what  seems  to  be  justified  by  its  provisions,  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service,  but  will  probably  be  gradually 
required  to  the  amount  of  one-half  or  more  between  the 
present  time  and  October  next. 

I  am,  sir,  vory*reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jam*  Flxmiwo,  Esq., 

President  Mechanic*'  Bank  New  York. 

G  8. 

Tbxasobt  Dbpabtmbut,  June  6,  1837. 
Sir  :  As  the  State  transfer  drafts  for  the  July  instalment 
are  now  issuing,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether 
yon  have  any  particular  wish  as  to  the  amount  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  State  of  New  York  by  your  bank. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Giouoe  Nf  waoin,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Bank  of  America,  New  York. 

0  9. 

Bam  a  or  Akbbica,  June  7,  1837. 
Sin :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  favor  of  the  5th  inetant,  and  beg  to  inform  vou 
in  reply,  that  we  shall  bo  pleasod  if  the  transfer  draft 
on  this  bank  bank  in  favor  of  the  Bute  of  New  York 
for  the  July  instalment,  shall  be  equal  to  at  least  $300,000 ; 
and  if  your  own  wishes  shall  prescribe  a  larger       ^  any 


four  or  five  hundred  lb 
acceptable  lo  us  if  the  draft  shall  bo 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  thanks  for  your  < 
tion,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NEW  BOLD,  President 
Hon.  Lavi  Woobbubx, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

G  10. 

DuoOKLTH,  BaXK, 

Brooklyn,  June  7,  1837. 

Risfxctbd  Sib  :  We  shall  be  glad,  if  perfectly  agree- 
able, to  receive  a  draft  for  the  amount  it  will  take  for  us  to 
pay  over  to  the  8tate  of  New  York. 

If  agreeable  to  you,  we  ahall  be  glad  if  yon  would  in- 
struct your  agent,  Mr.  Robert  Swartwoot,  to  do  his  busi- 
ness with  ihe  Brooklyn  Bsnk  of  Brooklyn,  it  being  a  *i>ecie- 
paying  hank,  and  a  depository  of  Government. 

Any  business  that  yon  may  think  proper  to  intrust  a* 
with  shall  be  faithfully  and  carefully  attended  to. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  HICKS,  President. 

Hon.  Liti  Wooobcbt. 

Gil. 

Tbbasurt  Dbpabtxbxt,  June  9,  1837. 
*  8ir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant.    The  transfer  drafts  for  the  payment*/ 
the  July  instalment  to  the  States  are  preparing,  and  will 
soon  be  forwarded. 

All  the  public  officers  in  and  near  New  York  having 
public  funds  in  hand,  and  finding  it  convenient  to  do  so, 
are  required  to  deposite  them  in  your  bank  by  law,  them 
being  no  other  public  depository  at  thia  time.  I  have  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  collector  of  New  York  on  the  aub- 
ject  to-day  as  regards  bim. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the 

R.  F.  Hickb,  Esq  , 

President  of  the  Bnoklyn  Bank. 

G  13. 
MiarflAsVs  Bakk, 

New  York,  May  16.  1837. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  with  thia  the  account  of  this  bank  with 
the  Treasurer  at  the  end  of  the  week  just  closed,  showing 
no  change  in  our  balance  of  $392, 100  03,  due  him. 

I  duly  received  your  notice  relative  to  the  comparative 
amount  of  specie  in  our  vaults  and  our  circulation.  The 
apparent  issues  of  this  bank  were  increased  by  the  unfair 
conduct  of  some  of  the  others,  the  Phoenix  in  particular,  in 
retaining  on  hand  our  larger  notes,  and  paying  them  out 
in  lieu  of  their  own  when  calls  were  made  for  specie.  The 
acluul  circulation  of  the  Merchants'  Bnnk,  after  exchange* 
with  the  others,  fluctuates  between  two  hundred  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Measures  were  taken, 
on  getting  your  notice,  to  increase  our  specie,  as  you  might 
observe  by  our  return  of  the  5th  May  :  but  that  was  of  no 
avail  when  our  depositors  drew  out  their  balances  in  specie. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  this  bank  was  left  with  only 
between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  while  the  other 
city  bank  stood  indebted  lo  the  Merchants'  Bank,  after  tba 
exchanges,  322,000  dollar*.  Our  iodebtedneaa  to  the 
Treasurer  was  increased  50,00(1  on  the  1st  of  May,  by  ad- 
ding that  amount  lo  a  large  sum  already  due  to  us  by  the 
Mechanics'  Bank. 

Is  there  no  mode  whereby  we  can  cancel  a  part  of  our 
indebtedness  by  making  payment  lo  the  Treasurer  in  funds 
deposited  at  the  South  1    To  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
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tabliahmcoto  in  other  Htaics,  ar  much  inconvenience,  bat 
under  the  impression  that  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  your 
Department.  We  have  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
over  100,000  dollars,  in  Natchez,  Mississippi,  double  that 
amount  Or  will  tbe  Secretary  allow  us,  on  the  1st  July, 
to  pay  over  to  the  States  their  third  instalment  of  surplus 
revenue  1  As  to  a  payment  in  specie  it  appears  quite  iro- 
piacticable  now. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  Pretident. 

To  the  Hon.  Lbti  Woodbu*t, 

S:crttary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  IS. 

Mkbchaxts'  Bank, 

New  York,  August  18,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  tbe  condition  oi 
this  bank  on  the  Utb,  and  another  on  the  28th  July,  with 
the  balances  due  to  and  from  other  banks  at  these  periods- 
being  the  documents  omitted  during  my  absence  from 
the  city. 

I  also  enclose  statements  of  the  account  with  the  Treas- 
urer, presenting  a  balance  due  since,  on  the  1 2th  August, 
of  $63,698  52.  The  condition  of  this  bunk  dh  the  pre- 
vious day  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow. 

In  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer,  dated  7th  August,  we 
have  a  list  of  drafts  directed  to  this  bank,  and  unpaid,  via : 
$10,000  00 
10,000  00 
30,000  00 
1,198  52 
12,500  00 


$63,698  52 

He  has  omitted  in  this  the  State  transfer  draft,  No.  276, 
to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  40,000  dollars,  for  which 
we  provided  funds  at  Charleston,  and  directed  them  to  be 
applied  to  its  payment.  But  this  draft,  instead  of  being 
honored  as  directed,  has  to-day  been  presented  for  payment 
by  the  agent  of  tbe  Bank  of  ttio  United  States,  and  remains 
in  his  hands  under  protest  for  non-payment  in  specie. 

This  is  a  dishonorable  transaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  or  its  officers  ;  as  you 
may  observe  by  the  document  herewith,  that  this  bank  was 
then  indebted  to  the  Merchants'  Bank  140,000  dollars. 

I  am,  sir,  w  ith  groat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  Presided. 

Hon  Ltvi  Woonnrar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Vnittd  Statt  s. 

O  14. 

Tukasubx  Dbfabtxext,  August  21,  1837. 
Bin:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of 
your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  with  its  enclosures.  With 
regard  to  the  State  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, to  which  you  refer  as  being  unpaid,  it  was  placed 
upon  you,  in  accordance  with  the  express  request  contain* 
ad  in  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  May,  in  which  you  desired, 
for  your  own  accommodation,  to  disburse  funds  in  that 
State.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
surprise  that  it  has  not  been  provided  for.  Thia  Depart- 
ment has  not  yet  been  notified  of  it*  non-payment  from  any 
quarter  oxcept  your  letter.  Is  it  your  wiah  that  it  be  re- 
called, in  case  the  notice  be  received,  or  do  you  propose  to 
provide  for  its  payment  1  It  will  be  desirable  to  have  as 
early  an  answer  to  this  question  as  convenient. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Sec. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

John  J.  1'almsb, 

fMereha,US  Bank,  Nrw  Y«rA. 

Voi.  XIV.-A  11 


G  18. 
Mkrchasts'  Bask, 

Ifew  York,  August  33,  1837. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  Instant,  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  transfer  draft  of  forty  1 ' 


to  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  You 
that  it  was  not  provided  for,  as  it  was  issued  i 
with  my  request  contained  in  a  letter  of  tbe  16th  May.  I 
refer  yon  again  to  that  letter.  I  there  state  that  this  bank 
had  a  balance  due  to  it  in  Charleston  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  was  the  fund  provided  to  meet  the 
payment  of  your  draft.  That  balance  in  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  baa  not  since  been  lessened,  and 
was,  on  the  1st  July,  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thou- 
sand dollars.  I  addressed  two  letters  to  the  Comptroller 
General  of  that  State,  telling  him  that  the  funds  to  meet 
your  draft  were  in  the  bank  where  South  Carolina  made  her 
deposites.  I  requested  the  president  of  the  bank  to  pay 
your  draft,  debit  it  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  transmit 
it  to  roe.  It  appears  that  your  draft  was  duly  presented  at 
the  Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  there  honor- 
ed; the  amount  being,  I  dare  say,  accounted  for  to  the 
State.  But  the  officers  of  the  bank,  instead  of  debiting  its 
amount  to  the  Merchants'  Bank,  as  directed,  and  paying  it 
oat  of  their  balance,  thought  proper  to  sell  or  transmit  it 
to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  in  lieu  of  your 
us  a  draft  for  the  same  amount  on 
This  was  the  transanction 
which  I  called  dishonorable  on  the  part  of  the  bank  at 
Charleston.  Yoor  draft,  as  I  stated  in  my  Jctter  dated  the 
18lh  instant,  was  presented  for  payment  here,  and  is  held 
still,  I  suppose,  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  do 
not  see,  therefore,  how  you  could  withdraw  it,  as  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  has  received  its  amount,  and  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  paid  it.  I  may  also  remark,  that 
(he  Treasurer  has  drawn  for  his  balance  in  the  Merchants' 
Bank  without  reference  to  tbe  draft  alluded  to. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  May  I  express  some  anxietv  to 
or  indebtedness  to  the  Treasurer.    That  anxiety 
diminished ;  but,  as  I  there  remarked,  a  payment 
in  specie  ace  mod  impracticable  then,  and  equally  so  now. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  J.  PALMER,  President. 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbvbt, 
of  the 


draft,  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


G  16. 

Thkasi-bx  Depabtxext,  August  26,  1937. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23*1  instant.  With  regard  to  your  suggestion,  that  the 
amount  of  the  State  transfer  draft  issued  upon  your  bank 
in  favor  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  n 
portion  of  the  public  money  on  deposite  with  you  on  de- 
poeite  with  that  Stste,  ha*  been  already  paid  to  that  State, 
no  evidence  of  that  fact  has  been  communicated  to  this 
Department.  Upon  these  drafts  no  indebtedness  arises 
against  the  United  States.  This  Department  is  required 
to  deposito  a  certain  proportion  of  the  public  money  with 
the  Slates;  no  money  is  drawn  from  tbe  Treasury  by  the 
process.  If,  in  tbe  execution  of  tho  law,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  withdraw  a  draft  placed  upon  u  bank  which  declines 
or  refuses  to  execute  it,  and  issue  a  new  one  upon  another, 
bank,  this  Department  possesses  full  power  to  do  so ;  other- 
wise the  execution  of  the  law  might  be  defeated  by  the  de- 
fault of  a  particular  bank.  With  any  private  arrangement 
which  may  have  been  entered  into  between  a  bank  employ- 
ed by  the  8tate  and  the  deposite  bank  upon  which  a  draft 
may  be  placed,  this  Department  has  no  concern ;  they  must 
of  course  settle  their  own  liabilities  to  each  other  between 
themselves.  It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  this  Department 
to  endeavor  to  plaer  the  sum  in  question  on  drposite  with 
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the  Stat*  of  South  Carolina,  and  if  your  bank  shall  not 
be  able  to  execute  this  transfer,  it  is  desirable  to  be  advised 
of  the  (act  aa  soon  as  may  be. 

With  regard  to  the  iaaue  of  draft*  upon  your  bank  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  absorb  the  balance  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  independent  of  thie  transfer,  no 
advice  una  been  received  of  the  payment  of  these  drafts, 
and  should  your  bank  be  able  and  inclined  to  meet  the 
transfer,  any  overpayment  which  may  be  made  by  yon 
upon  the  other  draAa  will  be  promptly  refunded. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

J.  J.  Paimib,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Merchanie'  Bank,  New  York. 

0  17. 

N  atiowai.  Bank,  Citt  op  Nbw  Yomk, 

February  87,  1837. 
r.  By  your  letter  of  November  lat,  1836,  yon  ap- 
thia  bank  that  a  tranafer  draft  tor  #76,000,  pay  able 
aoon  after  the  first  of  January,  1887,  to  the  authorized 
agent  of  I  be  8tate  of  New  York,  (which  draft  baa  been 
accordingly  paid,)  would  be  followed  on  the  lat  of  April, 
July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafts  of  similar  amount, 
and  payable  to  the  same  agent,  unless  in  the  mean  lime  a 
different  notice  should  be  given  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment By  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  you  apprize 
me  that  a  transfer  draft  for  seventy-five  thousand  dollars, 
in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  lat  of 
April,  will  be  issued  on  this  bank,  and  that  a  draft  for  a 
similar  amount  will  be  ies  ed  for  the  instalments  payable 
to  said  State  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  October  next, 
unless,  &c. 

Aa  I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  this  last  letter  ia  in- 
tended S>  superseding  the  notice  given  bv  that  of  first  of 
November,  I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
whether,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  several  tranafer  drafts  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  tha  23d  instant,  are  meant  to  be  substituted  for  or  in 
addition  to  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  first  of  No- 
vember. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your  obe- 
dient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN 


The  Hon.  Liti  Woobdubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Irramry. 

O  18. 

TnxAsi'BT  Dar aktm ext,  March  2,  1837. 
Sin :  In  reply  to  the  inqniry  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  27lh  ultimo,  received  here  this  morning,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  proposed  trnnsfrr  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  is  mi 
addition  to  that  which  will  probably  he  ordered  to  the 
of  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  notice  of  the  1st  No- 


The  amount  of  the  subsequent  transfers  to  the  8tates  of 
V  irginia  and  New  York  will  be  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  your  deposite*  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted fchotas,  compared  with  other  deposite  hanks,  so  as  to 

|  -four  oT«tp<}it9nt  s*crvtnt* 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

Gailatis,  Esq. 
Preuacnt  of  the  National  Bank. 

G  19. 

National  B»*k,  New  York,  May  31,  1837. 
.S'.* :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  to  the  cashier  of 
this  institution  was  duly  received.    The  snswer  hss  been 
delayed  longer  than  I  did  wish  ;  but  the  various  duties  im- 


posed on  me  by  the  embarrassments  growins;  out  of  the  la- 
mentable sus|ien8ion  of  specie  payments,  have  been  greater 
than  my  strength  allowed  me  at  once  to  perform. 

Notwithstanding  the  demand  for  specie  for  < 
caused  ny  tnc  unlavoraiue  rule  or 
drain  had  bees  so  for  arrested  that  the  specie  of  the  eigh- 
teen safety-fund  banks  of  this  city,  whose  capital  mnounu 
to  $16,611,200,  and  which  amounted 

On  the  let  July,         1636,  to  $5,044,298, 
On  the  1st  January,    1887,  to  8,864,452,  and 
On  the  10th  April,     1837,  to  8,633,690, 
Was,  on  the  2d  May,      1837,  2,696,861, 
showing  a  diminution  of  teat  than  forty  thousand  dollars 
during  the  three  critical  weeks  preceding  the  last  mentioned 
date.    Measures  had  been  taken  by  a  number  of  tha  city 
banka  to  secure  a  State  loan  of  $3,400,000,  of  which  from 
two  to  three  milKooa  might  be  need,  instead  of  specie,  aa 
remittances  to  Europe. 

There  was,  therefore,  a  fair  prospect  that  the  impending 
danger  might  be  averted ;  ana  without  ascending  to  the 
more  remote  causes,  it  may  be  stated,  aa  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  disclosure  of  the  frauds  committed,  with  the  con- 
nivance of  some  of  their  officers,  on  the  Mechanics'  and 
Dry  Dock  Banks,  and  the  excitement  caused  by  that 
event,  and  by  the  sudden  death  of  the  president  of  the 
Mechanics'  Bank,  operating  upon  a  community  alreaJy 
highly  alurtned  and  excited  by  the  unparalleled  failures  and 
losses  lately  experienced,  and  by  those  still  apprehended, 
waa  the  immediate  cause  of  the  run  on  the  banka,  and  of 
the  consequent  compulsory  susr 
The  city  banks,  by  immediately 
Bank,  and  enabling  it  to  resist  the  first  shock,  and  to 
maintain  itself,  and  by  a*»uming  the  payment  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Dry  Dock,  whose,  situation  was  such  Lthat  it 
could  not  be  sustained,  did  all  that  was  in  their  power  to 
allay  the  atorm. 

Por  an  explanation  of  the  ciri 
the  suspension  itself,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  i 
copy  of  the  minutea  of  the  sitting  of  the  10th  May,  A. 
M.  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  institution. 

You  are  no  doubt  satisfied  that  the  situation  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  the  guarantee  afforded  by  the  bond  of  ita 
directors,  give  the  amplest  security  for  the  ultimate  pay- 
ment of  the  Satance  due  to  the  United  States.  The  great 
and  only  difficulty  arises  from  the  inability  for  the  present 
to  pay  in  specie ;  and  we  think  thia  institution  is,  by  the 
previous  management  of  its  affairs,  and  ita  conduct  on  the 
last  trying  occasion,  entitled  to  the  same  forbearance  which 
it  exercises  toward  those  indebted  to  it.  I  will  only  add 
that  you  will  find  it  ready  to  co-operate  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  measures  which  you  may  recommend  for  the 
purpose  of  resuming  specie  payments  as  early  as  possible, 
and  of  preventing  in  the  mean  while,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  depreciation  of  our  paper  currency.  This  must,  how- 
ever, be  the  subject  of  a  distinct  letter,  in  answer  to  the  in- 


quiries .it 

The  Treasury 

paid  in  specie,  and  will  be  returned  in  payment  of  dune* 
to  tha  Treasury,  will  in  fact  become  demands  for  refusal 
of  having  paid  specie.  I  pray  you  to  inform  me  of  the 
amount  you  mean  to  draw  in  that  manner,  and  whether  yna 
intend  to  demand  interest  or  damages  on  s 
This  is  necessary  for  my  government  in 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Lkti  Woobbubv, 

Secretary  of  the  IYemury. 

G  20. 

Tbkasubt  Dbpaitmkkt,  June  3,  1837. 
Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  31st  alt.  this  morning,  with  it.  enclosure.    I  beg 
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Deposite  Banks. 


[*5thCo*B.  lstSsss. 


you  to  be  assured  that  I  mtertoin  no  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  solvency  of  the  National  Bank.  This  Department  has 
not  contemplated  the  placing  of  many  drafts  in  payment 
of  warrant*  upon  your  bank.  Tt  ia  hoped  that  you  will 
be  both  able  and  willing  to  meet  auch  aa  may  be  placed  on 
it,  in  such  a  manner  aa  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the 
holders.  The  amount  of  the  State  transfer  drafts  payable 
by  your  bank  in  July,  will  not  be  made  much  larger  in  the 
whole  than  that  for  April,  unless  you  should  express  a  de- 
sire that  they  may  be  mado  so.  This  Department  enter- 
tains a  hope  that  the*e  transfer  drafts  will  be  received  by 
the  States  in  such  funds  as  may  be  mutually  convenient 
and  acceptable.  In  this  manner  all  questions  with  regard 
to  interest  and  damages  will  be  obviated.  8houkl  any 
such  questions  unfortunately  arise,  it  will  be  the  anxious 
desire  of  this  Department  to  arrange  them  in  a  just  and 
equitable  manner.    I  am,  Ac. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Albkbt  Gallatin,  Esq., 

President  of  the  National  Bank,  N.  Y. 

G  21. 

Manhattan  Comfaht, 

Sew  York,  June  5,  1837. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  respected  letter  of  the  third  instant,  informing  me  that 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  had  issued  a  draft  on 
this  company  in  favor  of  the  8tate  of  Tennessee,  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

This  is  a  very  agreeable  arrangement  for  us,  and  no 
doubt  will  he  equally  so  to  Jhe  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennes- 
see, as  that  institution  is  largely  indebted  to  this  bank. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  youT  inquiry  respecting  the  future 
drafts  upon  this  company,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  at  present 
you  will  be  pleased  to  be  governed  in  that  respect  by  the 
convenience  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ROBERT  WHITE, 
Cashier  Manhattan  Company. 
Hon.  Lit i  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  33. 

Tbkascbt  Department,  June  ft,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  will  thank  you,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to 
inform  mo  whether  your  bank  will  execute  a  transfer  to  the 
State  of  New  York  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  of  the  balance 
of  public  money  now  on  deposits  with  you,  aa  the  easiest 
and  best  mode  of  arranging  what  is  due. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
PngsiDRXT  of  the  Commercial  Bant,  Buffalo. 

G  S3. 

Coxxbbcial  Basic,  Buffalo,  June  IS,  1887. 
Si  a  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  at  this  time  what  can  be  done  in  relation 
to  the  transfer  you  speak  of.  The  hearing  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  injunction  on  this  bank  is  on  the  80th.  Until 
then  we  must  ask  your  indulgence,  and  trust,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  no  drafts  will  be  mado  upon  us.  We  will  take 
the  earliest  moment  to  advise  you  after  our  affairs  are  ar- 
ranged. 

We  supposed,  from  the  call  of  the  United  8tates 
ney  upon  us,  that  on 

which  he  desired,  the  payments  would  be  postponed. 

Ho  mentioned  that  there  would  be  some  "reasonable 


we  are  not 

quired. 


yet  advised  what  additional  security  is  re- 
Very 


To  Hon.  Lbti  Wqobbuby, 


HATCH,  President. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  34. 


Tbkasobi  Das  abtxbxt,  June  SO,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  I8tb  instant.   Before  it  came  to  hand  it  bec  ome  neces- 
sary to  usue  the  State  transfer  draft*,  of  which  one  has 

Bank  of  Buffalo,  for 


bean  placed  upon  the  C< 
•40,000,  agreeably  to  the  i 
received,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactorily  net.  The 
residue  of  the  public  deposite  in  that  bank,  or  moat  of  it, 
will,  if  this  amount  ia  paid  over,  be  permitted  to  remain  for 
the  present.  I  am,  air,  dec, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

IshablT.  Hatch,  Esq 

President,  4r-»  Buffalo. 

G  35. 

Commercial  Bank,  Buffalo,  August  ft,  1837. 
Sib  :  At  the  time  the  injunction  was  taken  off  from  thia 
bank,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  your  Department,  we  ad- 
vised yout  that  we  would  pay  $40,000  to  the  State.  Tb« 
Treasurer  of  this  Slate  is  probably  holding  the  draft  until 
the  money  is  paid  to  thia  county,  and  then,  doubtless,  in- 
tends to  present  it.  We  have  now  paid,  since  the  period 
above  stated,  $20,000  on  drafts  recently  drawn.  We  hope 
that  if  the  draft  of  $40,000  has  not  been  recalled,  it  may 
be  done,  and  modified  to  $20,000.  The  payment  of  thia 
last  sum  would  lessen  the  deposite  in  our  band*  one-half, 
which  is  as  rapid  a  reduction  of  our  debt  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  times  will  permit  of. 
We  desire  to  pay  aa  fast  as  possible ;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  we  pay  about  half  of  our  deposite  within  forty 
days,  we  believe  that  our  proposition  will  be  viewed  favor- 
ably. The  balance  can  be  paid  most  conveniently  by  us 
in  such  sums  as  might  be  required  by  you  to  disburse  at 
•  point*  in  this  State  and  on  Lake  Erie. 

ISRAEL' T.  HATCH,  Preaidrrrr. 
.  Lbti  Woodbcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

G  36. 

Tbeascht  Dbfabtm bst,  August  IS,  1887. 
Si  a  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  inttunt,  requesting  the  recall  of  the  transfer  draft 
upon  your  bank  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  pay- 
able on  tbe  let  July  last,  and  regret  to  inform  you  that  it 


The  calls  for  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  banks, 
to  meet  the  current  engagements,  have  been  so  urgent  that 
it  has  been  drawn  from  them  more  rapidly  than  might 
have  been  wished?  But  you  may  bo  assured  that  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo  has  been  less  drawn  upon, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  »f  its  deposite,  than  almost 
any  in  the  8lale  of  New  York,  and  that  hereafter  as  much 
forbearance  will  be  exercised  as  the  public  service  will 
permit.  The  whole  of  the  public  depoiite  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Troy,  and  all  except  about  $#3,000, 
which  will  he  *peedily  absorbed,  from  the  deposite  bank  at 
Albany. 

I  am,  air,  wry  respectfully,  Ac. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


Israel  T.  Hatch,  Esq 
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25th  Coxa,  1st  8111.]  Deposit*  Bonks. 


G  27. 

Coxmxbcial  Bask,  Buffalo,  August  15,  1887 
8ra  :  To-day  a  draft  of  #15,000  was  presented  hy  the 
Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Albany,  and  aped*  de- 
manded. We  were  advised  by  the  United  Statee  attorney 
of  this  dialrict  that  tkia  draft  was  withdrawn.  If  it  is  tho 
intention  of  your  Department  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
dr  ift  we  will  pay  it,  although  at  aome  inconvenience  at 
tbia  time ;  believing,  aa  we  did  from  your  comapondnce, 
that  we  should  only  be  called  on  for  f 40, 000  immediately. 
We  ask  no  greater  indulgence  on  our  depoeitea  than  ia  al- 
lowed to  others,  in  consideration  of  the  great  changee 
which  have  occurred  since  we  undertook  this  trust  for  the 
Government.  We  would  prefer  disposing  of  the  balance 
of  our  depositee  ae  you  should  require  the  money  to  die- 
it  points  in  this  8late  and  on  Lake  Erie. 
Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  T.  HATCH,  President. 
Leti  Woodbvbt. 

G  28. 

Tbbabcbt  Dx»abtkk»t,  August  26,  1837. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18ih  instant. 

By  the  last  return  of  the  stale  of  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count with  your  bank  received  here,  the  amount  of  public 
mono;  was  within  a  fraction  of  $100,000.  Tbu  was  on 
the  20th  May,  at  which  time  the  Commercial  Bank  held  a 
greater  amount  of  public  money  on  deposite,  in  proportion 
to  its  capital,  than  any  bank  in  the  State,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions.  The  drafts  which  have  since  been  placed  up- 
on it,  had  they  been  paid,  would  still  have  left  the  amount 
in  your  bank  greater  in  proportion  than  most  other  banks 
in  the  8tate — several  of  which  have  been  entirely  exhaust- 
ed. Aa  to  the  payment  of  any  drafts  placed  upon  you 
since  the  date  of  the  return  mentioned  above,  no  evidence 
of  the  fact  has  reached  this  Department  Under  all  the 
circumstances,  I  am  unable,  consistently  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  public  interest,  to  consent  to  a  reduction  of  the 
draft  in  fnvor  of  the  8tate  of  New  York  ;  especially  since 
it  was  returned  a  few  daya  since  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State,  from  the  belief  that  it  had  been  provided  for :  auch 
being  the  inference  from  the  remark  made  in  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  respecting  the  non-payment  of  tho  trans- 
fer draft  of  $16,000  to  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Albany. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  great  reluctance  that  I  am  compel- 
led to  suggest,  in  reply  to  your  proposition  to  pay  $20,000, 
that  the  whole  amount  moet  be  promptly  paid. 
I  am,  air,  vary  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Is  BAIL  T.  Hatch,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo. 
P.  S,  Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  trans- 
mitting tho  weekly  returns  of  the  etate  of  the  Treasurer's 
account,  as  well  as  the  semi-monthly  statements  of  the 
condition  of  your  bank. 

VVs  ehall  expect  returns  of  what  ?ou  have  paid  since 
bst  May  X».  W. 

G28. 

CoKMBBCIAX  BaBB,  BcfFALO, 

September  4,  1687. 
Sib jkjThe  Comptroller  of  the  Stale  forwarded  the  drsft 
of  the  Treasurer  upon  us  of  640,000  to  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  Genesee,  who  has  to-day  presented  it  for  pay- 
ment. I  offered  to  pay  it  in  notes  of  thie  bank,  or  in  drafts 
on  New  York  end  Albany;  but  to  tbia  the  reply  was,  that 
the  Comptroller  insisted  on  receiving  the  whole  amount  in 
bill*  of  tho  banks  of  this  3tate,  excluding  all  the  banks  in 


der  the  present  circumstances  particularly,  entirely  unex- 
pected, as  the  Comptroller  has  uniformly  allowed  drafts  of 
this  description  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  loans  of 
the  county  in  which  the  bank  on  which  the  draft  was 
drawn  was  located ;  and  in  relation  to  this  very  draft  all 
our  previous  correspondence  with  him  has  led  us  to  expect 
the  same  course.  A  payment  of  this  kind  is  also  particu- 
larly inconvenient  to  day,  for  we  yesterday  remitted  to 
New  York  all  our  current  notes  of  other  b«nka ;  and  be- 
sides it  is  very  unusual  for  ua  to  allow  over  $20,000  of 
aurh  funds  to  accumulate  in  our  vaults. 

Under  these  circumstancea  I  could  not  prevent  notice* 
of  protest  being  sent,  snd  I  give  you  these  facta  to  satisfy 
you  that  we  ha  ye  done  all  in  our  power  to  protect  the 
draft.  By  thie  mail  I  address  the  Comptroller,  and  request 
biro  not  to  return  the  draft,  aa  I  shall  pay  the  amount  to 
him  in  Albany,  and  at  the  same  time  send  a  request  to  our 
corresponding  bank  in  Albany  to  take  op  the  draft  for  our 
account  at  once ;  which,  I  trust,  will  be  doue. 

I  have  only  lo  add  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  last 
communication,  our  president  informed  Mr.  Flugg  that  this 
draft  should  be  paid  as  previous  drafts  bad  been ;  to  which 
letter  we  base  had  no  answer,  nor  haa  Mr.  Flagg  at  any 
time  advised  us  of  bis  intention  to  take  any  new  course  in 
to  this  draft. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  dee., 

J.  STRINHAM,  Cashier, 

in  absence  of  the  Prendent. 
Lxti  Woodrcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaiury 

H  1. 

Stats.  Daub  at  N aware,  N.  J., 

October  29,  1886. 

Sib  :  Enclosed  ia  a  bond  executed  by  the  president  snd 
cannier  and  all  the  directors,  except  Mr.  iamea  Bruen, 
who  is  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  James  Dawes,  who  is 
absent  on  a  journey.  Thia  bond  is  dated  21st  October 
instant,  to  which  day  the  former  bond  extended.  It  w  ould 
he  agreeable  if  you  would  bold  this  bond  until  we  furnish 
you  with  another  bond  of  like  date,  tenor,  dec,  executed 
by  all  the  directors,  which  will  probably  be  accompluhed 
In  a  few  weeka ;  and  it  will  be  all  in  good  time  to  decide, 
j  when  you  receive  the  new  bond,  on  the  propriety  of  sub- 
stituting it  for  the  present  bond. 

Last  evening  we  had  a  very  calamitous  fir*  in  this  city, 
(the  particulare  you  will  no  doubt  eee  in  the  public  prima,) 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  great  fire  in  New 
York.  Thie  bank  waa  several  times  on  fire,  but  saved  by 
the  exertions  of  individuals,  so  that  no  loss  of  property  is 
known  or  apprehended.  If  it  should  produce  no  inconve- 
nience to  the  Treaaury  Department  to  furnish  ua  with  other 
funda  besides  those  received,  to  pay  what  ought  to  be  paid 
by  ua  to  the  8tate  of  New  Jersey,  according  to  the  deposite 
law,  on  the  1st  daya  of  January  and  April,  or  either  of  them, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  it  would  enable  us  to  grant  aome  in- 
dulRencea  and  assistance  where  it  would  be  serviceable. 

This  intimation  is  made  for  your  consideration  ;  and  if 
any  thing  is  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  it  will  be  veiy  ac- 
ceptable ;  but  if  there  ia  any  objection  it  will  not  be  necss- 
sary  to  occupy  your  time  with  an  anawer.  A  great  part 
of  our  manufactured  articles  are  sold  in  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  and  the  remittances  received  in  the  spring 
snd  early  part  of  the  summer.    Very  respectfully, 

ELIA8  VAN  AK8DALE,  President 

Hon.  Lin  Woonavar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

HS. 

Stats  Baxs  at  Niwabb, 

January  16,  1687. 
8ia  :  Enclosed  herewith  you  will  receive  the  receipt  of 

of  the  Hous.  of 
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Assembly  of  New  Jr rsey,  for  the  Mm  of  forty  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  being  (be  amount  of  tbe  draft  on  thia  bank 
for  part  of  tbe  surplus  revenue  deposited  with  said  State, 
which  is  forwarded  according  to  the  instructions  contained 
iu  your  It  iter  of  tbe  6  th  instant  In  year  letter  of  the  1  st 
November  ult,  you  mentioned  the  amount  to  be  paid 
about  the  1st  instant;  and  that  it  would  bo  followed  on  the 
1st  April,  July,  and  October  next,  by  other  drafts  payable 
to  the  same  agent,  but  did  not  specify  the  sums.  It  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  us  to  be  informed  of  the  sums  expect- 
*d  to  be  paid  by  as  on  those  days,  particularly  on  the  1st 
of  April  next,  ms  soon  ns  your  convenience  will  pen 
Very  respectfully, 
ELIA8  VAN  ARSDALE,  President. 
Hon.  Lavi  Woodbtjht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

H  3. 

Tbxascbt  DmrAHTWRWT,  January  91,  1837. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
ot  the  18th  instant,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  transfer  drafts 
which  will  be  issued  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
upon  your  bank,  payable  in  April,  July,  and  October  next, 
I  bare  to  state  that  these  drafts  will  probably  be 


,  permit. 


for 


the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  each 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Euas  Vab  Absbaib,  Esq. 

President  of  the  State  Bank  at  Newark. 

■ 

H  4. 

Btatx  Bakk  at  Niwjii,  April  6,  1837. 
8ib  :  The  receipt  of  the  Governor,  Treasurer,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  is  here- 
with sent,  for  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  being 
tbe  amount  of  the  draft  on  this  bank  for  part  of  the  surplus 
revenue  deposited  with  tbe  said  Slate,  and  which  is  for- 
warded according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  cashier  of  the  15th  March  ultimo. 

In  your  letter  of  the  31st  January  ultimo,  yon  stated 
that  tbe  drafts  therein  referred  to,  payable  in  April,  July, 
and  October,  would  probably  be  eighty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars each.  These  sums,  together  with  one  previously 
drawn,  make  tbe  amount  deposited  by  transfer  drafts,  and 
waa  probably  ao  arranged  under  the  expectation  that  after 
the  distribution  was  made,  no  surplus  would  remain  in  the 
Treasury  beyond  what  was  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
But  as  Congress  have  made  no  distribution  of  the  surplus 
accruing,  and  our  traders  and  manufacturers  are  greatly  in 
want  of  money,  it  is  submitted  for  your  consideration 
whether  part  ol  the  accruing  surplus  might  not  be  left  in 
New  Jersey,  to  be  effected  cither  by  diminishing  the  drafts 
to  be  drawn  on  us,  or  by  new  transfer  drafu  fur  us,  as  may 
best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Treasury. 

If  this  is  not  deemed  expedient,  we  shall  ao  understand 
it,  without  occupying  your  time  in  writing  an  answer  to 
that  effect.    But,  if  a  favorable  determination  in  any  re- 
spect should  be  made,  an  answer  would  be  very  acceptable. 
Very  reapectfullv, 
ELIAS  VAN  ARSDALE,  President. 
Lcti  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

H  6. 

Tbxasvry  DxrABTXKXT,  April  11,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tetter  of 
the  6th  instant,  with  its  enclosure. 

In  reply  to  your  request  that  a  portion  of  the  accruing 
surplus  may  he  permitted  to  remain  on  deposit*  in  your 
bank,  I  have  to  state  that,  upon 


ury  previous  to  the  first  of  October  will  not  exceed,  if  in- 
deed they  shall  equal,  the  expenditures  required  by  law, 
after  the  depositee  with  the  Slates,  due  on  thai  day,  shall 
have  been  paid  over.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  any 
considerable  sum  will  remain  in  any  deposite  bank,  even 
at  the  great  points  of  disbursement,  where  it  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, be  principally  placed.  If,  contrary  to  present  ex- 
pectation, any  considerable  surplus  shall  remain  in  the 
Treasury  after  the  8tate  depositee  shall  be  completed,  your 


luest  will  be  seasonably  and  duly  considered, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 


1  nm, 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Eli  as  Vats  Absbai.1,  Esq., 

President  of  the  State  Bank,  Neuxmk,  JV.  J. 

I. 

Babk  o?  Dbiawabx, 

Wilmington,  6th  mo.,  *9d,  1837. 

In*  answer  to  tbe  inquiries  in  thy  circular  of  18th  instant, 
I  am  instructed  to  say — 

1  at.  That  we  are  ready  to  resume  specie  payments  at 
any  time  when  they  are  resumed  by  the  Philadelphia  banks, 
and  shall  be  glad  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  it. 

2d.  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  is  principally  above. 
Prom  our  near  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  us  to  resume  specie  payments  at  an  earlier 
period  than  stated  above. 

I  am  also  further  instructed  to  say,  that  this  bank  will 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  drafts  of  the  United  State*  Treas- 
urer, in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  8tat»,  as  heretofore, 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  latter. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  this  institution  from  the 
United  States  was  eighty  thousand  dollars.  We  have  paid 
Government  drafts,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State, 
for  about  $45,000  dollars,  and  we  hope  the  draft  to  be 
drawn  on  the  1st  of  July  may  be  for  $15,000,  (making  an 
averago  payment  of  $20,000  quarterly,)  and  leaving  that 
sum  to  pay  on  tbe  let  of  October. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  PAX80N,  CotAier. 

To  Lxti  Woobbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

K  1. 

Fabxbbs'  Babk  or  Viboibia, 

Richmond,  April  5,  1887. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  account  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  with  thia  bank  to  the  3d 
instant ;  also,  the  receipt  of  tbe  Treasurer  of  tbe  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  for  $366,404  87.  Be  pleased  to  in- 
form me,  in  case  I  am  incorrect  in  the  supposition,  that  I 
am  instructed  to  perform  this  service  as  an  agent  of  the 
Department  over  which  you  preside,  and  not  as  necessarily 
connected  with  the  dreft  of  $500,000  ou  this  bank,  advised 
in  said  letter,  and  which  constituted  a  part  of  the  amount 
for  which  the  receipt  is  granted. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  O.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Liti  Woobbcbt. 

Secretary  of  the  7Wow%. 
N.  B.  James  Rawlings,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  this  bank,  in  place  of  P.  N.  Nicholas,  Esq.,  re- 
signed. J.  0.  B.  Cr. 

K  3. 

Tbbasubt  Dbbabthbbt,  April  7,  1837. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  with  its  enclosures.    The  receipt  trans- 
mitted appears  to  be  derived  from  some  law  or  regulation 
of  Virginia,  with  regard  to  deposite  °^nd'  of  ****** 
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With  the  relation*  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  its 
depositories  this  Department  has  nothing  to  do.  The  re- 
ceipt is  accordingly  returned,  in  order  that  one  may  be 
transmitted  for  $900,000,  the  amount  of  the  transfer  drift* 
by  this  Department  in  favor  of  the  8tate  upon  your  bank, 
of  the  payment  of  which  that  receipt  will  constitute  the 
proper  voucher. 
I  am,  re*pcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Jobs  O.  Biatb,  Esq., 

Cashier  Farmert'  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

K  8. 

fiBMMs'  Basts:  or  Vibgihia, 

Richmond,  April  10,  1837. 
8ib  :  The  receipt  of  iho  Treasurer  of  Virginia,  forward- 
ed to  you  on  the  5th  instant,  for  $366,404  67,  and  re- 
turned by  you  as  incorrect,  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  -wns 
presented  to  the  Treasurer  for  compliance  with  your  re- 
quisition :  be  states  he  waits  for  the  return  of  the  other 
receipt  of  the  same  tenor  which  be  gave,  and  at  your 
request,  was  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States. 

To  the  same  officer  was  also  forwarded  the  draft  on  this 
bank  for  $200,000,  with  the  customary  receipt  thereon, 
accompanied  with  the  weekly  account  rendered,  it  having 
been  settled  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  State, 
account  will  accompany  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  BLAIR,  Cashier. 

L«vt  Woodbvbt, 


not,  alwaya  In  a  i 


K  4. 

Tbxastjbt  DarAWTMKK-r,  July  16,  1887. 

Sib  :  Not  having  been  informed  of  the  payment  by  your 
bank  of  the  8tate  transfer  draft  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  a  portion  of  the  July  instalment  to  be  deposited 
with  that  State,  I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  whether  it  is  expected  to  be  paid  over 
in  a  manner  acceptable  to  that  State,  aa  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry otherwise  to  place  drafts  for  disbursement  upon  your 
bank  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 


J  amis  Riwinroa,  Esq., 


K  5. 

Fabmabs'  Bawk  or  Viboibta, 

Richmond,  July  17,  1837. 
f  8ir  :   Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived.   The  transfer  draft  on  this  hank  for  $208,000, 
referred  to  by  you,  has  riot  been  presented  for  payment  as 
yet. 

By  an  act  of  the  late  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  this  checker  draft,  with  all  others  payable  on 
the  1st  instant,  were  directed  to  be  paid  to  certain  banks, 
dec. ,  by  the  endorsement  of  our  State  Treasurer.  And  I 
understand  from  him  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  payments 
required  by  the  said  act,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
draft  divided  into  two  sums.  He  has  written  to  you,  ask- 
ing such  a  division  ;  after  which,  no  doubt,  the  checks  will 
appear  in  due  season,  and  be  satisfactorily  paid. 

The  apparent  delay  has  resulted  alone  from  the  failure  of 
those  ent.tlod  to  receive  this  fund  to  call  on  our  Treasurer 
at  an  earlier  day. 

This  bank  wall  take^plcasure  in  meeting  any  drafts  which 


to  the 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  RAW  LINGS, 
President  of  Farmert'  Bank  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Lnri  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  city. 

K  6. 

Farmers'  Bark  or  Vibsiria, 

Richmond,  August  38,  1887. 

8ra :  Your  fcvor  of  the  34th  instant,  addressed  to  John 
O.  Blair,  cashier  of  this  bank,  adviaing  that  orders  had 
been  given  to  forward  a  transfer  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  favor  of  this  hank,  for  the  aura  of  $14,732  36, 
has  been  duly  received;  and  by  the  succeeding  mail  the 
transfer  draft  came  safely  to  band. 

I  hope  that  you  did  not  consider  the  letter  of  our  cashier 
of  the  3lst  instant  as  in  anywise  a  demand  or  request  that 
you  should  adjust  this  seeming  balance  in  fuvor  of  this 
bank,  after  the  payment  of  the  several  checks  or  drafts  of 
which  we  had  been  advised.  Nothing  of  that  kind  was  in- 
tended, and  we  should  feel  much  mortified  if  it  was  inferred. 

The  checks  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  on 
this  bank,  aa  advised,  have  been  satisfactorily  paid,  except 
one  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia  for  the  sum  of 
$117,190  07,  which  baa  never  been  presented  for  pay- 
ment. This  check  it  is  undtritood  was  passed  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  Virginia  to  the  Exchange  Bank ;  a  bank  authori- 
sed by  the  lost  Legislature  of  Virginia,  but  not  yet  in  opera- 
tion. The  cashier  of  that  bank,  some  three  weeks  ago,  by 
letter  to  our  cashier,  informed  him  that  he  held  euch  check, 
and  ashed  if  it  would  be  paid  in  specie  if  presented.  Our 
cashier,  in  reply,  declined  pnymint  in  specie,  but  proposed 
to  meet  it  in  current  notes  and  checks  on  Northern  banks ; 
since  which  we  have  heard  nothing  farther  from  it. 

Under  the  peculiar  condition  of  all  of  our  banks,  it  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  of  us  payment  in  specie,  when 
no  other  bank  will  do  the  same,  although  our  ability  may, 
when  contrasted  with  our  liabilities,  well  compare  with  any. 

I  a  in  pleased  that  a  move  has  been  niiule  by  the  New 
York  banks,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  some  well- 
con  ceriod  agreement  to  resume  payment  in  specie  at  the 
earliest  practical  day.  This  bank,  among  the  last  to  sus- 
pend, will  be  found,  I  hope,  among  the  foremost  in  the  re- 
sumption. 

Very  respectfully,  your  roost  obedient  servant, 
JAME8  RAWLINCJS, 

President  of  the  Farmert'  Bank  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbubx, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington  city. 

K  7. 

Tbxasobt  DbfaStmxwt,  August  30,  1837. 
Si  a  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  38th  instant,  and  I  beg  you  to  accept  of  my  thanks  for 
the  information  furnished. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  your  bank  ascertain  whether  the 
transfer  to  the  State  referred  to  will  be  made  and  receipted 
for  to  the  proper  authority  of  the  8 late,  as  required  by  the 
deposits  law.  I  shall  be  gratified  at  receiving  information 
upon  that  point  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Teatury. 

Jambs  aUwuvea,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  , 

K  8. 


Sir 


Farmers'  Bank  or  Vimiria. 

Richmond,  September  16,  1837. 
Your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  was  duly  received. 
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ceipts  to  be  given  for  the  July  transfer  from  the  United 
States,  and  am  told  by  him  that  they  cannot  yet  be  given, 
because  he  has  not  been  advised  of  the  payment  of  the 
drafts. 

I  am  now  given  to  understand  that  the  draft  on  this 
bank  far  upwards  of  #11 7,-000  hat  been  transferred  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  is 
the  purpose  of  that  bank  to  tender  the  same  as  an  offset  to 
the  claim  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  instalment  due 
on  account  of  the  Government  stock  in  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

This  being  the  case  we  are  precluded  from  meeting  the 
draft  in  any  ordinary  way.  It  would  be  quite  convenient 
for  us  in  a  very  short  time  to  throw  funds  into  Philadelphia 
even  to  meet  it,  but  this,  we  presume,  would  not  be  per- 
mitted by  the  holder. 

Under  this  state  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  any  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Government,  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of 
this  draft,  I  would  be  highly  pleased  if  you  would  direct 
the  proper  officer  to  check  upon  this  bank  for  all  or  any  of 
your  ordinary  disbursements  in  Virginia,  until  at  least  an 
amount  equal  to  the  outstanding  draft  shall  be  paid.  It  will 
afford  us  pleasure  to  meet  such  drafts  in  a  way  we  trust 
satisfactory  to  the  creditors  of  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  RAWLINGS. 
President  Farmer*'  Bank  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Let  i  WooDBvnr, 

-  of  the  Treasury. 

K  9. 


Tantsvar  Depabtmswt,  June  19,  1837. 

8t» :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  I6lh  instant,  which  was  received  this  morning,  I 
have  to  suggest  that  it  has  been  the  intention  of  this  De- 
partment, should  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky  execute 
the  transfer  to  the  8ute  of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  1st 
July,  for  $  140,809  3d,  to  relieve  it,  if  desired,  from  a 
correspondent  amount  of  llie  transfer  which  had  been  pre- 
viously directed  to  be  made  by  it  to  your  bank.  But  if  the 
Northern  Bank  is  willing  to  pay  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
the  draft  to  which  you  refer,  in  such  a  medium  as  you  are 
wilting  to  receive,  the  transfer  having  been  ordered  previa 
ous  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payment*,  the  Department 
will  not  interfere  in  any  arrangement  which  may  be  made, 
to  the.  mutual  accommodation  of  the  two  banks,  but  will 
be  happy  if  you  can  so  arrange  the  matter.  In  such  case 
K  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  any  special  stipulation  with 
you  as  to  the  kind  of  money  you  will  be  called  on  to  pay 
on  account  of  this  depoaite. 

The  funds  which  may  be  in  your  bank,  or  in  its  branch 
at  Norfolk,  will  be  drawn  out  as  the  public  service  may 
require,  in  the  ordinary  course,  as  far  as  I  can  at  present 
judge.  I  am,  sir,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the 

Jon*  BnocKKff aaoroif,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

P.  S.  You  can  show  this  letter  to  the  agent  of  the 
Northern  Bank,  if  you  please.  L.  W. 

K  10. 

TaE*»PBf  DErtBTMBMT, 

Srptnnbtr  31,  1837. 
8t  a  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  September.    Until  it  shall  be  distinctly  settled, 
which  is  not  done  in  your  letter,  tbatyonr  bank  intends  to 
dishonor  the  transfer  draft  placed  upon  it  in  favor  of  the 
of  Virginia,  this  Department  cannot  make  any 
i  with  regard  to  the  funds  provided  for 


meeting  it.  We  had 
with  your  own  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dto. 

LEVI  WOODBURV, 

Secretary  of  the  Treat 

The  Pbbsidbbt 

of  the  Farmers''  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

.    L  1. 

Plasties'  Babe,  Bxvahvab, 

March  39,  1887. 
Sib  :  Most  of  the  transfer  drafts  recently  received  from 
you  gave  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  on  which  they  were 
inaje,  the  option  of  paying  them  in  this  city.    The  Bank 
of  America  has  availed  of  this,  and  tendered,  through  its 
agent  here,  two  checks,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  say  one  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
Phoenix  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Uarien  Branch  Bank 
of  this  city,  and  ono  for  five  thousand  dollars,  drawn  by 
State  Bank  of  New  York  on  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  of  this  place  also.    The  custom  of  tho 
banks  here  for  a  short  time  past,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
accommodation  of  our  merchants,  has  been  to  receive  in 
payment  for  collections  made  by  them,  the  notes  of  the 
banks  of  Augusta  and  Charleston,  reserving  to  themselves, 
however,  the  right  to  pay  out  the  same  description  of  notes 
to  all  checks  drawn  on  them,  and  founded  on  collections. 
This  bank  having  paid  in  specie  the  greater  portion  of  the 
warrant  issued  to  the  Slate  in  January  last,  and  feeling 
itself  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if  required,  the  warrant  issued 
and  payable  first  proximo,  I  called  on  the  banks  on  which 
the  abov«  mentioned  checks  were  drawn,  to  ascertain  if 
they  or  others  which  might  be  received  would  be  mot  in 
specie  if  required;  and  I  am  led  to  understand  that  it  will 
not  be  agreeable  to  them  to  pay  specie  for  any  checks 
founded  in  collections,  made  either  for  individuals  or  banks. 
Considering  this  institution  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  if 
desired,  any  and  all  checks  or  warrants  made  on  it  by  you,  . 
and  unwilling  to  come  into  any  collision  with  the  banks  of 
our  city,  the  more  especially  as  the  mere  suggestion  or  in- 
quiry made  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  specie,  under  the 
circumstances,  gave  utterance  to  the  cry  that  the  Govern- 
ment funds  were  to  be  need  to  oppress  and  cramp  our  in- 
stitutions, I  declined  to  receive  from  the  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  America  the  checks,  and  requested  him  to  make  the  de- 
mand for  specie,  which  was  declined  by  him.    I  take  it  for 
granted  I  express)  your  views  when  I  say  that  this  institu- 
tion is  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  any  and  all 
drafts  or  warrants  made  on  it  by  Government ;  and  I  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  say  if,  under  Ibis  view,  you  consider  it 
under  any  obligation  to  receive  in  payment  from  banks  on 
whieh  you  give  it  transfer  drafts,  checks  on  other  bsnkr, 
which  banks  claim  the  right  to  pay  such  checks  in  what 
are  termed  current  notes,  and  which  are  not  immediately 
available  to  us,  in  case  of  specie  requirements,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  remoteness  from  us.    I  am  far  from  intend- 
ing this  communication  as  one  of  complaint,  and  beg  that 
it  will  not  be  received  in  this  light.    The  arrangement  of 
the  present  checks  is  a  matter  I  consider  between  the  Batik 
of  America  sod  ourselves,  and  it  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
entire  Hatinfariion  of  both  of  us,  onr  supply  of  specie  at 
present  beins;  ample  for  any  requirement  made  on  us ; 
but,  under  different  circumstance*,  we  might  be  subjected 
to  much  inconvenience.    It  is  my  desire  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  its  prospective  bearing  on  this  bank,  and  to  re- 
quest you,  if  you  can,  in  accordance  with  your  own  views 
on  thi»  subject,  direct  that  nay  future  transfer  drafts  issued  to 
us  be  paid  in  sueh  way  as  to  relieve  us  from  the  unpleasant- 
ness of  coming  into  collision  with  our  institutions  here,  and 
incurring  the  stigma  of  using  Government  funds  to  oppress 
them,  when  we  only  ask  from  them  that  which  we  our- 
selves arc  called  on  to  pay.    The  difficulty  can  be  avoided 
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by  making  the  transfer  drafts  payable  at  tho  bank  on  which 
they  may  be  issued,  and  I  beg  to  suggest  to  you  thia  course. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wry  respectfully,  your  ' 


GEO.  W.  ANDERSON,  Pruidtnt. 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

L8. 

Tbkasurt  Dar  artiest,  April"!,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ultimo  this  morning. 

Yoot  suggestion  that  the  depositories  employed  by  thia 
Department  are  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  when  required,  all 
drafts  and  warrant*  made  on  it  by  the  Government  is  per- 
fectly correct,  unless  in  the  case  of  transfer  drafts,  the  bank 
executing  the  transfer  holds  tho  notes  of  that  in  favor  of 
which  it  is  made,  or  remits  bills  and  drafts  in  payment, 
which  the  latter  ia  willing  to  credit  as  specie. 

The  transfer  drafts  ordered  by  thia  Department  are  usually 
made  payable  either  at  the  hank  executing  the  transfer  or 
at  tho  bank  to  which  it  is  made,  as  may  best  suit  tho  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  or  the  wishes  of  the  institution  on 
whom  tho  burden  of  payment  is  thrown.  The  general 
practice  has  been  to  make  them  pay  aide  at  the  bank  to  which 
payment  is  required  to  bo  made,  as  being  the  course  most 
generally  acceptable  and  convenient. 

This  Department  trusts  that  no  practicable  difficulty  will 
arise  on  this  subject,  and  will,  at  all  times,  be  anxious  to  do 
every  thing  in  its  power  to  prevent  such  a  result. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  Ike  Trtamry. 

G.  W.  Anderson,  Esq. 

Pretidenf  of  the  Planters'  Bank,  Savannah. 

M  1. 

AearccLTORAt  Bask  or  Mrsaisstr-n, 
Natchez,  January  28,  1837. 
8ib  :  I  have  had  tho  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  and  your  notice  or  the  issuing  of  a  transfer  draft 
on  us  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  $125,000, 
which  I  suppose  is  made  payable  here,  and  nothing  appears 
to  tho  contrary. 

I  enclose  our  weekly  account,  and  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Ctuhier. 
Hon.  Lrti  WoonaiRT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

M  2. 

Agricultural  Bark  or  Mrssrssirri, 
Natchez,  March  31,  1837. 
Sir  :  The  recent  large  failures  in  New  Orleans  and  the 
Northern  cities  must  necessarily  suspend  the  payment  of  a 
largo  amount  of  our  bills  maturing  at  distant  points  until 
next  season,  and  produce  great  embarrassment  for  several 
months  in  this  community.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to 
inquire  ol  you  whether  wo  may  not  expect  that  the  public 
moneys  now  in  the  custody  of  this  bank  will  not  be  reduced 
in  amount  before  Januury  next.  , 

We  have  experienced  considerable  delay  in  making  them 
available  to  us,  in  consequence  of  reoeiving  them  at  Ponti- 
toc,  and  the  principal  investments  made  of  them  are  in  the 
very  lulls  that  are  now  being  suspended.  Having  under- 
stood that  the  funds  belonging  to  'he  Chickasaw  nation  of 
Indians  are  to  be  invested  for  their  use,  thia  bank  propor>  << 
to  borrow  one  million  of  dollars,  on  such  time  and  terms  as 
rnsy  accord  with  the  views  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cmhier. 
Hon.  I.kvi  Wootnur, 

Secretary  nf  the  Treatury. 


Aori cultural  Bbhk  of  Missiseirrt, 

Natchez,  April  5,  1837. 

8i  a  :  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  to  day  your  letter 
of  March  the  14th,  and  notices  that  transfer  drafts  have  been 
ordered  on  this  bank,  in  favorof  the  States  of  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas,  both  payable  on  the  1st  instant  We  have 
every  reason  to  expect  that  these  drafts,  as  well  as  the  funds 
required  at  Little  Rock,  will  lie  demanded  in  specie,  all 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  amount  to  a  sufficient  sum  to 
increase,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  embarrassment*  of 
this  region  of  country.  We  have  no  other  means  of  pro- 
curing supplies  of  specie  but  from  the  New  Orleans  banks, 
from  the  payment  of  exchange  on  that  city  ;  even  such  is 
the  present  state  of  things  there  as  to  render  this  dependence 
exceedingly  precarious.  Tho  demand  during  the  last  two 
or  three  mouths  so  far  exceeds  all  experience  as  to  induce 
the  banks  to  part  with  it  very  reluctantly  upon  any  terms 
Almost  every  dollar  received  for  produce  is  immediately 
demanded  in  coin ;  bank  balances  for  collections  made  of 
our  merchants  have  to  be  paid  in  specie,  and  the  demand 
for  it,  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  still  continues  to  a  burden- 
so  mccxtent.  This,  together  with  the  recent  failures  here, 
in  New  Orleans,  and  the  Northern  cities,  has  made  it  inex- 
pedient for  the  banks  to  make  new  discounts ;  commercial 
credit  has  consequently  become  greatly  impaired,  and  our 
whole  population  is  at  Ibis  time  in  a  slate  of  great  excite- 
ment and  alarm.  The  Governor  has  convoked  a  special 
meeting  of  our  Legislature,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
some  extraordinary  measure  of  relief,  which  at  \ 
something  to  the  prevailing  anxiety  and  a'arm. 

The  banks  in  this  Stale,  although  in  my  of 
ally  sound,  and  prudently  couducted,  must  necessarily  feel 
the  embarrassment  of  the  times. 

These  are  circumstances  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
make  known  to  you;  and  from  them  you  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  any  measure,  consistent 
with  your  views  of  public  duty  and  interest,  to  reliete  ue, 
us  much  as  possible,  from  the  payment  of  money,  and  par- 
ticularly of  specie,  during  the  summer.  In  the  autumn,  I 
do  not  doubt  that  things  will  become  comparatively  easy 
again. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  here  that  the  Indian  tribes,  so  far 
as  my  information  extends,  have  generally  preference  to 
receive  bank  notes  in  which  they  have  confidence,  to  either 
silver  or  gold.  The  former  they  find  to  be  extremely  in- 
convenient on  account  of  the  bulk  and  weight,  and  they  are 
not  judges  of  the  value  and  genuineness  of  the  Utter.  At 
Poniitoc  this  has  been  almost  uniformly  the  case,  and  it 
seems  to  me  probable  that  the  Indians  in  Arkansas  may 
have  the  same  preferences,  and  that  the  notes  of  this  and 
the  Planters'  Bank  may  prove  more  acceptable  to  them,  as 
tliey  are  already  familiar  with  their  use  and  value. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Lsti  Woohbuht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  4. 

Trkasurt  DxrAHTSir.»T,  April  20,  1837. 

Sin  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  31st  ulf-  Prom  present  appearances  ibe  current  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  will  not  exceed, 
if  indeed  they  shall  equal,  the  expenditures  required  by 
Isw.  The  depoaite  with  the  several  States,  required  by 
the  depoaite  law  to  !<e  made  on  and  before  tho  first  day  of 
October  next,  together  with  those  expenditures,  render 
seasonable  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  dejwaite  banks 
necessary  for  making  these  payments. 

This  Department,  as  it  has  ever  done  toward  all  the  de- 
positories employed  by  it,  will  endeavor  to  render  the  du- 
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dc,  sbuuki  it  possess  any  of  the 
!  restricted,  and  will  offer  them 


ties  devolving  upon  jour  bank  as  little  burdensome  as  pos- 
sible, by  furnishing  air  possible  notice  of  the  times  and 
places  where  you  will  bo  required  to  make  payment.  For 
the  deposites  with  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas 
you  have  had  ample  opportunity  to  make  convenient  pro- 
vision. The  transfers  recently  ordered  to  be  made  by  you 
to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  for  expenditure  at  those 
points,  are  placed  so  far  ahead  that  it  is  presumed  you  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  executing  them  with  punctuality.  You 
will  not  probably  be  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  borrow  a  million  of 
dollars  from  the  fund  belonging  to  the  Chickasaw  nation, 
I  have  to  state,  the  expenses  attendant  upon  tho  removal 
and  settlement  of  that  nation  are  expected  to  absorb  all  the 
funds  sow  in  hand,  as  well  as  tho  receipts  on  their  account 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come.  Whenever  there  shall  Is 
funds  for  investment,  this  Department  will  be  happy  to 

Crchase  stock  from  your  bank,  should  it  possess  any  of  the 
id  to  which  investments 
on  terms  as  favorable  as 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY", 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A.  P.  Moaaitt,  Cashier 

of  the  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mi.,  Natchez. 

P.  S.  If  sny  future  transfers  except  those  to  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  are  ordered  from  your  bank.  I 
will  give  them  ample  notice,  and  make  them  as  near  and 
convenient  as  the  public  interest  will  permit. 

M  6, 

AomccLTCttAL  Baits:  or  Mississirri, 

Natchez,  April  28,  1837. 
8ia  :  The  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  has  pre- 
sented his  two  transfer  drafts  on  (hie  bank,  and  demanded 
specie,  which  he  wants  for  tho  use  of  the  new  bank  about 
to  go  into  operation  at  l.Htle  Rock ;  but  as  it  will  not  bo 
needed  before  the  1st  of  July,  he  has  been  induced  to  de- 
fer the  demand  on  that  we  agree  to  place 
this  amount  there  at  that  timo  at  our  riak  and  expense. 
Such  is  the  unexampled  state  of  things  here  and  in  New 
Orleans,  that  we  have  deemed  it  important  to  gain  this 
lime,  even  at  some  risk  of  not  being  able  to  comply 
ir  agreement ;  for  specie  cannot  be  obtained  in  New 
Orleans  upon  any  other  terms  than  a  positive  demand  at 
the  counter  of  the  bmks,  and  by  the  1st  of  July,  unless 
relief  is  afforded  them,  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  it  even 
in  this  way.  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  Treasurer  of  Arkansas, 
informs  me  that  large  amounts  of  specie  are  now  at  the 
several  land  offices  in  that  Stale,  and  if  the 
directed  to  depotite  the  above  amount,  $100,000,  wilh  him, 
it  would  be  a  convenience  to  nil  parlies.  This  bank  would 
be  greatly  accommodated  by  such  an  arrangement,  and, 
if  the  money  is  not  to  be  deposited  with  us,  we  would  place 
it  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8tates,  either 
in  New  Orleans  or  in  the  Planters'  Bank  in  tht;  city,  as 


Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  MORRILL,  Cashier. 

Hon.  L  KTI  WooDBCBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

M.  6. 

Washixotox  Citt,  June  1,  1837. 
Some  time  in  ihe  month  of  April  last,  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee  put  into  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of  the  Plant- 
ers' Bank  of  Tennessee,  for  collection,  a  draft  drawn  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  8tates  on  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  dated 
March  13th,  1837,  for  the  sum  of  $  115,000.  The  Plant 
era'  Bank  sent  the  said  draft  to  Natchet  for  payment  by 
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special  agents ;  Ihe  said  agents  made  two  formal  applica- 
tions themselves  for  payment  thereof,  but  without  success; 
the  said  agents  neither  demanded  nor  insisted  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  draft  in  specie,  but  declared  their  readi- 
ness to  take  the  payment  thereof  in  notes  on  the  New  Or- 
leans banks  or  in  United  States  Bank  notes,  but  still  they 
could  not  obtain  the  money  for  aaid  draft  ;  the  said  agents 
were  then  forced  to  place  the  said  draft  in  the  bands  of  a 
notary  public,  who  mode  a  formal  demand  for  the  payment 
thereof  on  the  ad  May,  1887,  and  payment  being  refused, 
the  said  draft  was  accordingly  duly  protested  for  non-pay- 
ment. 

The  above  fscU  did  not  occur  under  my  own  personal 
observation  ;  but  I  am  a  director  of  the  Planters'  Bank, 
and  in  that  capacity  learnt  them  from  the  report  of  the  said 
agents  to  said  Planters'  Bank,  and  I  believe  them  to  he 
true.  I  did  not  learn  what  reasons  the  Agricultural  Bank 
assigned  for  the  course  it  pursued. 

Upon  the  reception  at  Nashville  of  the  notice  of  protest 
of  said  draft,  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee  paid  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  tho  amount  of  said  draft,  took  it  up  for 
the  credit  of  the  General  Government,  and  is  now  the 
holder  of  the  same. 

I  furnish  this  statement  at  tho  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Woodbury. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 
M  7. 

Wash i BOTOX  Citt,  June  2,  1837. 
8ia  :  I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee,  in  which  he  forwards 
me  a  draft  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8lales  in 
favor  of  the  Bute  of  Tennessee,  on  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Mississippi,  dated  March  3d,  1837,  for  tho  sum  of 
$125,000,  which  said  draft  has  been  protested  for  non- 
payment. 

This  draft  waa  originally  forwarded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  a  part  of  the  public  moneys  directed  by  law  to 
deposits  with  said  8tate,  and  was  intended  as  so  much  of 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  with  that  State  on  the 
1st  of  April  last.  Said  draft  was  presented  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Bank  on  the  2d  of  last  month  for  payment,  but  the 
payment  thereof  being  refused,  it  was  accordingly  pro- 
tested. 

On  the  return  of  said  draft  to  Nashville  under  protest, 
the  Planters'  Bank  of  Tennessee  voluntarily  came 


ward  and  paid  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  the  amount  of 
said  draft,  and  took  up  the  same  for  the  credit  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Planters'  Bank  became  the  holder  of 
said  draft,  and  I  am  desired  by  the  president  thereof  to  pre- 
sent the  same  to  you  for  reimbursement,  and  to  ask 
you  to  give  in  payment  checks  on  some  of  the  Eastern 
cities.  As  to  the  mode  of  reimbursement,  I  think  there 
should  be  no  objection  urged.  The  Planters'  Bank  ad- 
vanced the  money  for  the  credit  of  tho  United  Slates  at  a 
time  of  extreme  pressure  at  Nashville,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  money  so  advanced  was  equal  to  specie.  In  making 
•bis  payment  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  Planters'  Bank 
supposed  it  would  Ite  doing  a  service  both  to  the  General 
Government  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  it  enabled  the 
General  Government  to  carry  out  the  original  object  had  in 
view  when  the  draft  was  drawn,  and  it  placed  at  once  into 
the  Treasury  of  Tennessee  the  full  quota  of  the  public 
moneys  intended  for  thai  8late  on  the  1st  April  last. 

The  payment  of  this  money  to  the  Planters'  Bank  in 
a  check  on  the  East  will  further  tend  to  enable  that  institu- 
tion to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  United  States  at  Athens 
in  gold  and  silver  or  their  equivalent 

The  Planters'  Bank  ia  not  without  claims  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department  for  reasonable  aid.  It  has  discharged  for  the 
United  States  upwards  of  $1,300,000  within  the  la*t  eisrht 
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month*,  and  at  this  time  only  owes  the  Government  about 
$(59,000.  Much  of  tho  money  paid  on  these  disburse- 
ment* was  paid  in  silver,  aent  to  the  Branch  Bank  at 
Athena  by  the  Planter's  Bank  at  great  expense,  riak,  and 
trouble.  The  public  moneys  within  the  last  six  mouths 
deposited  with  the  Planters  Bank  have  remained  with  it 
too  short  a  time  to  be  used  by  that. institution,  and  hence 
no  profit  has  resulted  from  the  agency.  Therefore,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  I  hope  you  will  consider  it 
able  to  make  me,  as  the  agent  of  the  Planters'  Bank, 
,  in  checks  on  the  Eastern  cities. 


Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHEK. 
Hon.  Levi  Wooi>bv*t, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N.  B.  I  think  it  proper  to  add  that  down  to  the  latest 
dates  from  Nashville,  the  Planters'  Bank  had  not  suspend- 
ed specie  payments,  and  the  tenor  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  the  president  of  that  institution,  seems  to  look  to  a 
continuation  of  the  payment  of  the  Government  requisi- 
tions at  Athens  in  gold  and  silver. 

THOMAS  H.  FLETCHER. 

M  8. 

Tazisuar  DsrABTMBWT,  June  2,  1837. 
Sia  :  In  reply  to  your  suggestion  concerning  the  draft  on 
the  Agricultural  Bank,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  which  was  not  paid  by  that  bank,  but  the  money  vol- 
untarily advanced  by  your  bank  to  the  State,  I  would  briefly 

the  first  place  the  liberal  conduct  of  your  bank  is  duly 
appreciated ;  but  it  is  not  legally  in  my  power  to 
the  claim  fig  a  debt,  and  as  a  transaction  with  that 


bank,  to 
be  settled  with  it  like  a  debt. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  was  willing,  as  before  proposed  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  to  issue  a  new  transfer  for  the 
amount  on  the  Union  Bank,  or,  as  stated  to  the  Governor, 
to  pass  the  amount  to  your  credit  by  issning  a  new  transfer 
on  your  bank,  and  the  State  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
if  pawl. 

But  finding  that,  so  far  aa  you  know  and  represent  the 
views  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  act  in  the  capacity 
of  assignee  or  representative  of  the  claim  of  the  State  for 
the  #125,000,  there  is  a  reluctance  to  accept  a  new  trans- 
fer in  the  Union  Bank,  and  that  no  funds  remain  in  your 
bank  subject  to  our  draft,  except  such  as  were  not  pay  able  till 
hereafter,  in  June  and  July,  and  have  not  yet  been  paid  in 
funds  immediately  available,  and  on  which  we  are  rapidly 
drawing  for  Indian  expenditures,  I  am  disposed  to  give 
another  transfer  or  transfers  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on 
some  other  bank,  where  our  means  are  large,  and  which  is 
likely  to  be  more  acceptable,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, just.  We  shall  also  be  obliged  to  draw  on  both 
the  banks  in  Nashville  largely  for  the  July  deposit©  with 
the  States,  and  on  the  Planters'  Bank,  all  which  can  be 
spared  there,  after  meeting  current  expenditures.  I  will 
thank  you,  therefore,  to  designate  such  bank  or  banks  as 
seem  to  you  most  convenient,  and  confine  the  amount** 
far  as  practicable,  and  as  will  probably  be  realiied  satisfac- 
tory, to  the  West  or  Southwest. 

We  have  ample  funds  in  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
well  aa  at  Natchez,  at  Louisville,  and  Cincinnati ;  on  either 
of  these  places  we  can  give  new  trunsfers  for  the  whole, 
and,  if  likely  to  be  more  acceptable,  can  give  a  transfer  for 
a  part  on  New  York — not  exceeding,  however,  50,000 
dollars  without  inconvenience. 

Respect fuil v  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBUKY, 
Secretary  of  the  Tretuury. 

Taos.  H.  Flktchkb,  Esq." 

Agent  for  the  Plan  ten'  Bank  of  Tennessee. 


M  9. 

Wash i koto n  Citt,  June  9,  1837. 
Si  a  s  Your*  of  this  day  is  at  hand.  Upon  reflection,  I 
believe  it  will  be  most  acceptable  to  all  concerned  to  take 
the  drafts  proposed  on  New  York,  Cincinnati,  and  Louis- 
ville ;  and,  therefore,  I  will  accept  of  a  draft  on  New  York 
for  50,000  dollars,  on  Cincinnati  for  37, 500 dollars,  and  on 
Louisville  for  37,500  dollars. 

Very  respectfully, 

^THOS.  H.  FLETCHER. 
Hon  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Tretuury. 

N  J. 

WAsamaTOB,  May  30,  1837. 
Sib  :  The  balance  due  from  tho  Clinton  Bank  of  Colum- 
bus, amounting  to  ninety  or  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  we 
feel  anxious  to  meet  in  a  manner  that  shall  be  as  little  em- 
barrassing to  the  United  States  as  the  present  deranged 
state  of  the  currency  will  permit;  and  will  hold  ourselves 
ready  to  meet  forthwith  the  Treasury  draft  in  favor  of  tho 
State  of  Ohio  for  the  full  amount  of  the  same. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  NEIL,  President. 

Hon.  Lavi  Wood* car, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  2. 

%*  CoMXxactsL  Bakb  of  ClXUSK  ATI, 

June  8,  1837. 
Si  a  :  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
Dank  of  Kentucky  is  willing  to  receive  sui  " 
are  prepared  to  pay  them  in  discharge  of  the  I 
for  100,000  dollars,  payable  on  the  28th  instant,  and  that 
we,  therefore,  prefer  to  reduce  our  debt  to  the  Government 
by  making  that  payment.  That  bank  declined  giving  us 
any  assurance  so  far  in  advance,  as  to  the  kind  of  funds 
which  it  will  receive  in  payment  of  tlie  drafts  payable  in 
July  and  August,  but  we  have  confidence  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  make  an  acceptable  payment.  If  so,  we  prefer 
making  the  payment.  I  respectfully  suggest,  therefore, 
that  the  drafts  be  allowed  to  remain  for  the  present,  and 
should  any  difficulty  occur  hereafter,  we  will  in  due  tune 
advise  you,  and  request  the  favor  of  you  to  recall  the  draft*. 

We  will  with  pleasure  make  the  payment  you  desire  of 
150,000  dollars  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  but  as  the 
amount  is  large,  and  the  time  short,  it  will  be  a  favor  to 
us  if  you  will  delay  the  issuing  of  the  draft  for  a  few  day  s 
so  that  wc  may  avail  ourselves  of  tho  option  between  Pitts- 
burg and  Philadelphia.  It  may  be  a  great  convenience  to 
us  to  pay  at  Pittsburg,  but  we  cannot  decide  this  question 
until  tho  arrival  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  our  president,  from  8u 
Louis,  who  is  hourly  expected.  You  may  depend  on  our 
placing  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  lite  Treasurer  at  which- 
ever place  may  be  decided  on,  on  the  1st  July.  We  also 
hope  that  these  drafts  will  be  drawn  payable  in  current 
bank  notes,  as  a  payment  in  specie,  if  demanded  by  the 
banks  to  which  it  is  to  be  paid,  would  be  impracticable,  and 
would  lead  to  disappointment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAME8  HALL,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Lari  Woodbcbt, 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  3. 

Coxmkbcial  Bass,  or  Cikciks ati, 

July  1,  1837. 

Sir:  1  received  from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  to  day  lb* 
transfer  draft  payable  to  us  ou  tho  29th  ultimo,  duly  re- 
ceipted. 

I  am  advised  by  that  bank  that  for  the  outstanding  draft* 
payable  in  July  and  August,  of  #100,000  each,  ihey  will 
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not  rrcfive  in  payment  any  thing  but  specie,  check*  on  the 
Eu t,  or  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  This  mode  of 
payment  would  be  impracticable,  unless  at  a  sacrifice  greater 
than  the  Department  would,  we  believe,  require.  The 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  in  common  with  most  of  the  banks  of 
this  region,  is  rapidly  curtailing  its  circulation,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  procure  any  large  amount  of  its 
notes,  and  Eastern  checks  are  now  out  of  the  question. 
We  were  obliged,  in  arranging  for  the  payment  due  this 
dsy  to  the  8tate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  make  a  sacrifice  of 
about  7,000  dollars,  which  we  did  cheerfully  rather  than 
disappoint  the  Department.  But,  as  the  mean*  of  creating 
funds  at  the  East  are  -now  almost  entirely  cut  off",  we 
should  not  wish  to  make  any  new  engagements  which 
would  require  Eastern  exchange,  and  which  we  might, 
therefore,  not  be  able  to  fulfil.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  offer  you  were  kind  enough  to 
make,  to  withdraw  the  two  drafts  payable  at  the  Bank  ol 
Kentucky. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HALL,  Catkier. 

Hon.  Levi  WoonarBT, 

Secretary  of  tke  Treasury. 

N  4. 

Baku,  or  Kxntcckt, 

Louisville,  June  7,  1937. 
Him  :  The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  the  portion  of  the 
surplus  revenue  accruing  to  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State.  This  bank,  as 
you  are  aware,  has  a  large  amount  of  the  public  depositee, 
while  the  Northern  bank  has  a  very  small  portion.  Would 
it  suit  you,  a*  a  matter  of  convenience  to  this  bank,  to  give 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  8tate  of  Kentucky  a  warrant  for 
the  whole  amount  1  Thia  would  leave  a  more  equal 
amount  in  each  bank,  and  relieve  this  institution  very 
much  in  the  payment  of  so  large  an  amount — the  branch 
of  the  bank  at  Frankfort  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  State. 
This  bank  has  been  very  much  embarrassed  in  its  opera- 
tions by  the  protest  of  checks  on  the  North,  which  it  had 
received  in  payment  of  balances  by  bonks  In  the  South, 
particulaily  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  and  the ' 
Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  thus  suspending  a  large 
amount  which  should  have  been  available  in  furnishing  our 
merchants  with  Eastern  checks.  We  necessarily  ac- 
cumulate large  balances  in  the  two  named  banks,  funds 
of  which  we  can  make  no  use,  unless  it  will  suit  your 
Department  to  make  warrants  on  us  to  be  paid  at  those 
points. 

We  will  hold  ourselves  ready,  at  all  times,  to  meet  your 
requisitions,  and,  on  the  unfortunate  *ufpem>ion  of  specie 
payments,  will  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  satisfy  the 
holders  of  your  warrants.  We  have  thus  far  had  no  sort 
of  difficulty,  nor  do  we  expect  any,  yet  your  Department 
must  deal  as  lightly  with  us  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  POPE,  President. 

Hon.  LiVr  Woodbcht, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  5. 

I'm  ascot  Dkpaotmbxt,  June  15,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant.  The  proportion  of  the  July  instalment, 
drawn  upon  your  bank,  in  favor  of  the  State  ot  Kentucky, 
has  been  greatly  increased,  and,  had  noi  the  transfer  drafts 
been  issued  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  might  have 
been  mora  so,  being  anxious  to  accommodate  the  deposi- 
tories of  public  money  in  sny  mode  consistent  with  the 
public  service. 

Your  suggestion  of  a  wish  to  muke  payment  at  New 


Orleans  will  be  attended  to,  should  circumstances  require 
funds  at  that  point. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  pervant, 
LEVI  WOODBl'RY, 

Secretary  of  tke  T retuury. 

W.  H.  Pops.  Esq. 

President  Bank  of  Kentucky,  iMuitville. 

N6. 

Nortbbbb  Bark  or  Kkxtuckv, 

Lexington,  June  9,  1837. 
Dbab  sib:  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  notifying  me  that  a  «•  transfer  draft  has  been 
i  directed  upon  this  bank  for  the  sum  of  $100,000,  payable 
to  the  8tate  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next,"  which 
!  payment  shall  lie  mode.    It  will,  as  I  intimated  in  my  let- 
ter to  you  of  the  instant,  be  very  agreeable  to  us  to 

learn  that  the  transfer  draft  may  have  been  directed  to  our 
branch  at  Louisville,  for  the  lurthcr  sum  you  may  have  to 
pay  the  8tate  of  Kentucky  on  the  1st  of  July  next.  Ar- 
rangements can  be  made  for  the  payments  to  our  Stale 
with  perfect  ease  and  entire  satisfaction  to  the  State  au- 
thorities. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  8COTT,  Catkier. 

Hon.  Lsvi  Woobcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


N  7. 


NoBTMERS  Ba!»K  or  Kl!*TCC  K  T, 

Lexington,  June  9,  1837. 
DtAm  sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  to  our  cashier 
at  Louisville  has  been  forworded  to  me,  advising  of  a 
transfer  draft  having  been  directed  to  him  for  the  lum  of 
|l40,809  33,  payable  to  the  8tate  of  Virginia  on  the  1st 
of  July  next,  and  that  the  amount  of  this  transfer  draft  to 
the  State  of  Virginia  will  be  deducted  from  the  transfer 
heretofore  ordered  to  the  Bonk  of  Virginia. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  (viz.  on  the  5lh  inst,) 
we  had  despatched  a  special  messenger  (John  Milton,  Esq  ) 
to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  both  transfer 
drafts  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  with  instructions  that,  if 
he  failed  in  making  the  payment  there,  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ington, and  offer  the  some  to  you,  in  one  of  which  modes 
we  hope  the  payment  will  be  satisfactorily  made. 

In  that  event,  if  agreeable  to  you,  it  would  l>e  a  great 
accommodation  to  me  to  have  the  payment  of  the  draft  for 
§140,809  33  extended  to  that  season  of  the  year  when  our 
live  slock  shall  be  carried  to  the  Virginia  market,  when  the 
payment  con  I*  made  without  inconvenience,  and  some 
facilities  afforded  to  our  trading  people  to  get  their  properly 
to  a  market. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  , 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Cashier. 

Hon.  I.RVl  WOODHIIT, 

Secretary  of  tke  Treasury. 

N  8. 

NoBTHKBN  BAKK  or  KbOTUCKT, 

Lexington,  August  18,  1837. 
Dxab  ei»:  I  have  received  from  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  of  this  bank  at  Louiaville,  the  copy  of  a  letter  fiom 
Wridit  South§ot»j  cn-lncr  of  the  Exchange  Hank  d  \  ir- 
ginia,  at  Norfolk,  advising  thol  he  held  a  draft  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  Stales  on  our  office  at  Louisville,  for 
$t  10,809  33,  and  inquiring  how  we  mean  to  pay  it.  This 
transfer  draft  I  presume  to  be  the  i-ame  referred  to  in  your 
letter  to  our  cashier  at  Louisville,  dated  the  30th  of  May 
last,  in  which  you  intimate  that,  upon  payment  of  that 
draft,  its  amount  would  tte  deducted  from  the  transfer 
drafts  before  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Slate  of  Virginia. 
I  Advice  of  the  draft  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Southgate  was 
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not  recaieved  until  a  special  messenger,  Mr.  Milton,  was 
sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  with  funds  to  pay  the  two 
transfer  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  fur  one 
dollars  each,  and  which  payment*  have 


Oq  the  9th  June  I  addressed  to  you  a  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  I  give  below,  and  not  having  heard  from  you  since, 
had  supposed  that  th*  draft  was  withdrawn  or  suspended 
until  the  time  mentioned  in  that  letter. 

I  havo  to  repeat  that  it  will  be  a  great  accommodation 
to  thia  bank  to  have  the  payment  suspended,  and  hope 
that  the  indulgence  asked  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  Treisury.  An  early  answer  i«  rospcctrolly 
solicited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  T.  SCOTT,  Ca»hier. 

Hon.  Lav i  Woonaumr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N.  9. 

Treaicrt  Drpawtmew r,  Auguit  28,  1837. 

8ib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  18th  instant.  It  was  ihc  intention  of  this  Depart- 
ment, as  was  notified  to  you  on  the  30th  May,  should  the 
execution  of  the  State  transfer  draft,  in  favor  of  tho  State 
of  Virginia,  prove  too  burdensome  or  inconvenient,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  to  post- 
pone, modify,  or  recall,  the  latter,  which  were  then  with- 
in the  power  of  the  Department. 

But  over  the  State  transfer  draft  this  Detriment  did  not 
undertake  to  exercise  any  such  control,  and  the  period  of 
its  payment  was  fixed  by  law,  and  of  course  could  not  be 
postponed,  excepting  by  the  two  depositories  from  and  to 
which  the  payment  was  required  to  be  made.  * 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  afford  you  any  ac- 
commodation, consistent  with  the  public  duties  devolving 
on  this  Department,  and  I  regret  that  I  cannot  with  pro- 
priety direct  the  payment  of  the  State  transfer  draft  in 
question  to  be  suspended  or  delayed,  agreeably  to  your 
request. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  Cash  is» 

of  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Lexington. 

N  10. 

OrncB  State  Baxk  IxniAXA, 

Maditon,  March  7,  1837. 
Sib  :  We  have  just  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois 
nearly  $33,000  in  silver  on  Treasury  warrant.  This 
branch  and  Jhe  branch  at  Indianapolis  have  been  compel- 
led to  pay  a  large  amount  of  silver  to  the  Northern  Bank 
of  Kentucky  through  transfer  warrants :  that  bank  hu  re- 
plenished her  vaults  with  specie  at  our  expense. 

This  letter  ia  not  written  in  a  spirit  of  complaint,  but 
to  request  you  as  a  favor  to  us  (if  convenient  for  you)  not 
to  draw  on  this  branch  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  Illinois, 
as  the  whole  amount  will  be  required  in  specie.  Our 
sped*  has  been  down  much  latterly,  and  the  depositee 
through  the  land  offices  are  light,  and  likely  to  be  more  so. 
Very  re«j»ectfu!ly,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  D.  LANIER, 
Hon.  Lbti  Woodbcmt, 

the  Treasury. 


N  11. 

Tbbasobt  Dbpartmbrt,  March  16  1837. 
Sia  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 

of  the  7th  instant,  requesting  me  to  issue  —  

draft*  upon  your  institution  in  favor  of  the 


Several  days  since,  a  transfer  dratt,  payable  on  the  let  day 

of  April  next,  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  upon  your 
bank,  \*us  issued  for  the  same  amount  as  that  for  the  first 
instalment  to  which  you  refer.  Should  the  operations  of 
these  transfers  prove  too  severe,  it  will  afford  me 
to  give  you  all  the  relief  in  my  power.  The  i 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  large  sum  of  public 
depoaito  in  your  institution  ia  required  by  law  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Slats*  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next.  If  it  will  prove  any  accommodation  to  you,  tbe 
July  instalment,  payable  to  Indiana  from  your  bank,  may 
be  increased,  and  that  payable  to  Illinois  placed  upon 
some  of  the  other  branches  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indi- 
ana, or  such  other  institution  as  may  hereafter  seem  t«o«t 
proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  PatwmissiT 

of  the  BTh  of  the  Slate  B'k  of  Indiana  at  Madison. 

*  #  N  12. 

Orrics  Statu  Babx  Ixmaxa, 

Maditon,  March  30,  1837. 
Sir:  Yohrs  of  the  16th  instant  is  received.  We  are 
obliged  to  you  for  the  offer  of  paying  a  larger  sum, 
1st  July,  to  Indiana,  and  none  to  Illinois  at  that  time ; 
will  accept  tho  offer,  and  mako  our  arrangement*)  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  asd  instant  we  paid  the  Treasurer  of  thia  State 
the  warrant  on  ue  for  upwards  of  (96,000,  due  let  of 
April;  the  vouchers  were  not  aent  on  in  our  last  rrport,  as 
the  payment  was  made  at  Indianapolis,  and  they  bad  not 
been  received  from  there,  but  will  be  futwarded  in  next 
return. 

The  warrant  on  us  lo  Illinois,  due  first  of  next  month, 
shall  be  promptly  met.  It  is  of  greaUadvantage  to  us  to 
be  advised  so  long  beforehand,  as  in  case  of  the  July  pay- 
ment to  Indiana.  It  enable*  us  to  make  arrangements  for 
payment  which  under  shorter  notices  cookl  not  be  done. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  D.  LANIER,  President. 
Hon.  Levi  Wuomvar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

N  13. 

La  WBixt  bbvbo  Brakch,  Ac.  March  SO,  1837. 
8i«  :  Yours  of  the  8th  instant,  advising  of  your  direc- 
tion of  the  issue  of  a  transler  draft  on  us  in  tavor  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  $60,000,  is  received.  A  similar 
notice,  dated  19th  January  last,  was  also  received.  Please 
state  whether  those  notices  refer  to  the  same  transfer  drafts 
and,  also,  wheie  payment  is  to  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  vcty  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E..D.  JOHN,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  IVeasiiry. 

N  14. 

Tar.AsrBT  Department,  March  30,  1837. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  general  notice  issued  by 
this  Department  on  the  1st  of  November  hut,  a  transfer 
■Iralt  was  issued  on  your  branch  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of 


uri,  for  $50,000,  in  part  payment  of  the  first  instal- 
to  be  deposited  with  that  State,  and  a  transfer  draft 
for  a  similar  amount  haa  been  recently  issued  in  part  pay- 
ment of  the  second  instalment,  both  of  which  are  t>>  be 
paid  at  your  branch. 

It  Is  presumed  that  the  notices  to  which  reference  h 
made  in  your  letter  of  the  8lh  instant,  (probably  »n  over- 
sight for  the  20th, )  which  came  to  hand  to-day,  apply  to 


Digitized  by  Goc 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  *  Seaton's  Register. 


Deposit*  Bank*. 


[26th  Cowe.  1ft  Skss. 


thcae  two  payment*,  to  bo  mtulr  to  that 
prorisions  of  the  deposite  law. 
I  am,  very  resnec'llullv,  your 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  Cashier  of  the  Branch 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Lawrenctburg. 

N  15. 

Bkavi-h  Bam;,  Indianapolis,  March  21,  1S37. 
Sir:  I  this  day  receive  I  yours  of  the  11th  instant, 
notifying  me  that  a  transfer  draft  ha*  been  directed  upon 
thin  bank  for  the  sum  of  $269,751  48,  payable  to  the 
Stale  of  Indiana  on  the  1st  of  April  next.  I  also  received, 
per  same  mail,  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  a 
transfer  draft  upon  the  branch  at  Lawnsnceburg  for 
$ 3.'»,()00,  which  when  paid  will  make  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  but  $1,874  45  mote  than  the 
amount  this  branch  is  under  orders  to  transfer  to  Chilli- 
colhc,  Ohio. 

From  the  state  of  our  account  I  presume  some  other 
bank  must  have  been  intended,  and  I  hasten  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  I  believe  it  has  been  expected 
here  that  the  payment  of  the  second  instalment  of  this 
States'  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  would,  like  the  first, 
be  made  by  the  branches  at  Lawrcnccburg, 
New  Albany.     I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  F.  MORRIS, 

Hon.  Leti  Woonncnr, 

Secretary  United  States  Treasury. 

N  16. 

Treasury  Dkpartmrrt,  March  31,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant  ;  and  the  expectation  expressed  therein 
that  the  second  instalment  of  the  deposite  to  be  made  with 
the  State  of  Indiana,  during  the  present  year,  would  be 
drawn  from  the  branches  at  Lowrenceburg,  Madison,  and 
New  Albany,  was  correct.  The  notice  to  which  you  re- 
fer was  inadvertently,  by  a  clerical  mistake,  sent  to  your 
bank,  and  has  not  been  followed,  and  will  not  be,  by  any 
transfer. 

I 


The  O  a  sit  i  v  u  ajf  thc  Branch  of  the 


,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the 


O  1. 


TllEASlRY  OF  THE  UjflTEB  STATES, 

September  21,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representative*  on  the  I4lh  of  September, 
1 8.17,  as  appertains  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close herewith,  copies  of  letters  numbered  1  to  11,  which 
embrace  all  the  correspondence  of  this  office  in  relation  to 
Stnic  transfer  drafts,  other  than  the  ordinary  letters  of  ad- 
vice and  transmission ;  statement  in  detail  of  discredited 
drafts  on  banks  received  in  payment  <if  Government  dues, 
including  a  few  subsequently  directed  to  receivers,  and 
paid  by  them  ;  statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor 
of  Stales,  on  account  of  the  three  first  instalments  under 
the  deposite  act  of  23d  June,  1836  ;  and  statement  of  State 
transfer  drafts  which  have  been  protested  as  not  paid  by 
(he  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Hon.  Leti  Woodrtjrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Note. — The  statements  accompany  ing  this  letter  were  re- 
turned for  additions, which  were  not  completed  unl 

TrrasorkVb  OrrtCK,  Sept.  23,  1837. 


O  2. 

Statement  of  transfer  drafts,  issued  in  favor  of  sundry 
States  on  account  of  the  third  instalment  on  sundry 
banks,  which  have  been  nrotnifd  fur  non-vaument 

y  tfffi  "it/. 
On  the  Girard  Bonk,  at  Phil- 
adelphia -  -   am  -  $57,000 
Mechanics'  Bank,  N- 40,000 
Union  Bank,  To  100,000 
National  Bank,       do  60,000 

  $257,000  00 

South  Carolina. 
On  the  Giiard  Bank,  at  Phil- 
adelphia -  -  -    $50,474  03  • 
Mechanics'  Bank,  N.  York        60,000  00 
Merchants'  Bank,      do  40,000  00 


North  Carolina. 
On  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Philadelphia 
Tennessee. 

On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at  Natchex  - 

Arkansas. 
On  the  Agricultural  Bank,  at 

Natch**-  -  -  $50,000 

Do  do        -  50,000 


150,474  03 
19,919  13 
125,000  00 

100,000  00 
JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  of  the  U.  S. 

Treasury  Dkiurtrbrt, 

September  23,  1837. 
The  notices  of  the  protest  of  the  three  drafts  on  the  Gir- 
ard Bank  show  that  tney  were  held  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

O  3. 

Statement  of  transfer  drafts  issued  in  favor  of  the  several 
States,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  23rf  June,  1836, 
forC 


No. 


93 
w 

97 

sa 

100 
101 
105 
103 
1UI 
106 

133 
134 
133 
136 

is; 

138 
139 
160 
161 
Ifri 
1G3 
161 

'lf< 
■±<i 
2*1 
2S3 
.No 

2y7 


72 

79 


i  an k.- 


MAINE. 
On  Maine  Hank,  Portland  - 
Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 
Uianile  Bank,  Augusta  • 
PoujiUw'  Bank,  Buuf'ur  ■ 
York  Bank,  Ssco 
Merchant's  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
PhamU  Bank,  Cbarlestown 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  - 
Bsiik  of  Cumberland  - 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta  - 
Pooiilet'  Hank,  Bangor  • 
York  Bank.Saro 
MerrhanU'  Bank,  Boston 
Common  woalth  Bank,  do. 
Fulum  Bank,  do. 
Hantork  Bunk,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Plurnix  Bank,  CharlesUiwn 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Maine  Bank,  Portland  • 
Bank  of  Cumberland,  do. 
Granite  Bank,  Augusta 
Pf  pli>'«  Buik,  Bangor  - 
York  Bank,  Saco 
Mercantile  Bank,  Bangor 

Total 

NKW  HAMPSHIRE. 
On  Commercial  Bank,  Purtsmnutn 
New  Hiiiikshire  Bank,  da 
Pisr.aUif.ua  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 


t  of 


73 

aslouo  oo 

{'•'"WOO 

ayjnu  oo 

32,1100  00 
314300  00 
10,000  00 

Wjm  oo 


S0.G12  75 

ro.i.i  •  i" 

08,nuu  on 
aijOoo  im 
21,0li0  oo 
30,(01)  in 
30,000  00 
I  ".  >  "I  00 
10,000  00 

tpn  oo 

3,000  00 
01,000  00 


75,000  00 
95,000  00 
30,(100  00 
33,612  75 
35,000  00 

30,000  on 


>.<•»'  0" 

ce.iwo  00 

18,000  00 
1  -A. .  00 


•318,012  73 


1118,615  75 


318,619  75 
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25th  Co»8.  Ut  Sim.] 


Deposit?  Batiks. 


Statkmkxt— continued. 


NEW  HA  MPS  HI  RL 
On  Mechanic*'  Bank, 

Merchant*'  Bank,  Button 
Common  weal  ill  Bank,  do. 
Fult«n  Bunk,  do. 
cork  Bank,  do 


Commercial  Bank,  Portamouth 
New  Ham|«hin-  Bank,  do. 
Piscaiaqita  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 
Mrrjimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanics"  Hank,  do. 
Merchant*'  Bank,  Boatxra 
Common vrralih  Bank,  do. 
Fullon  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portsmouth 
New  Hampshire  Bank,  do. 
I'iacalaqua  Bank,  do. 
Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 
Merrimack  Co.  Bank,  Concord 
Mechanic*'  Bank,  do 


Total 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
On  Merchant*.'  Bank,  Boston 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  uo. 
Phosnix  Bank,  Charlenown 

Merchant*'  Bank,  Boston 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Bank.  do. 
Phcrnix  Bank,  Charieetown 

Merchant*'  Bank.-Bosmn 
Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 
Fulton  Bank,  do. 
Hancock  Bank,  d* 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Fhomix  Bank,  do. 


VERMONT 
On  Bank  of  Burlington 
Bank  of  Windsor 
Tradesmens'  Bank,  New  York 
Bank  of  Troy,  Troy 
Unkw  Bank,         New  York 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 
Merchant*'  Bank,  do. 
Phanix  Bank,  do. 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank, do. 

Bank  *f  Burlington 
Bank  of  Windsor 
Bank  of  Troy,         New  York 
Tradesmen*'  Bank, 
Union  Bank, 
Seventh  Ward  Hank, 
Merchauts'  Bank, 
Phuenix  Bank, 
Merch.  Exchange 

Bank  of  Burlington 
Bank  of  Windsor 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


29,000  (« 

iopo  00 

10,000  OO 

•IO/»>  00 

6/O0  00 


Bank  of  Troy  New  York 
Tradesmen*  Bank, 
Union  Bank,  do. 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do 
Merchant*'  Bank,  do. 
Merch.  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Phantx  Bank,  do. 


Haven 


CONNECTICUT. 


23/J28  S3 

33/00  ou 
w/oo  00 
I9,ooo  no 

WOO  00 
19,000  00 
26,000  10 
10/06  00 

5,000  00 
5/XO  00 


30,028  93 
65/«0  00 
1OU.000  00 
23,000  00 

s.ooo  on 

10,(00  00 


226,057  86 
55,000  00 
66,(>0  00 
85,000  00 
17,500  00 
17,600  00 


220,057  80 
66,000  00 
65,000  00 
65,' 10  00 
17,500  00 
17.500  00 


llO/ili  no 

88,057  86 
110/00  00 
55,000  00 
36.(00  00 

i7,oro  oo 

30,000  00 


30,000  CO 
20,000  lO 
Is/OO  00 
15,000  00 
28,000  00 
35,000  00 
25,000  00 
37,028  93 
15,000  00 


30/100  00 
2O.0OM  00 
15,000  00 
18,000  00 
28,000  00 
35,000  00 
25,100  00 
37,058  (0 
1 5/O0  00 


40,000  no 
lOjUOO  00 
15,000  00 
18,000  (0 
2S/HO  00 
85/00  00 
25,(  OU  00 
15,(00  00 


120,000  00 
35,000  00 
99.8%  20 


223,028  93 


223,028  93 


446,067  86 


446,067  86 


•1,338,173  56 


No. 


176 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 


344 
345 
34C 
347 
34* 


36 
J7 

106 
107 


».;6y,086  79 


4S 

m 

51 

m 

5) 

55 
5fi 
6? 
58 
59 


191 
192 
193 
194 
196 
196 
197 
19S 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
21*4 
205 

330 
331 
332 

9 

334 

1 

Sir 

:cw 
340 
341 
342 


■ 
40 
41 
42 
43 

206 
207 
206 
2119 


CONNKCTICCT-Continued. 
On  Far.  *  Mechanic*'  B'k,  HartTd 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebnug.  Bank,  Norwich 
Lafayette  Bank,      New  York 
Bank  of  America,        do.  - 


Mechanic*'  Bank,  New  Haven 
Quinebaug  Bank,  Norwich 
Bank  of  America,    New  York 
Manhatun  Company,     do.  - 
jUeckiB^Buk,  do.  ■ 


Total 


RHODE  ISLAND. 
On  Arcade  Bank,  Providence 

Union  B'k,  Newport 


Arcade  Bank,  Providence  ' 
R.  Island  Union  B'k,  Newport 

Bank  of  America,  New  York  • 


NEW  YORK 
On  Mech.  Jt  Farm.  Bank,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 


Bank  of  Amnrica. 
Mechanics'  Bank, 
Seventh  Ward  ~ 
Phumix 
Leather  Man 
Merchant*' 
Union  Bank, 
National  Bank, 
-xnkofTi 


do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 

do: 

N.  Y. 

Dry 

Mech.  and  Farm  B'k,  Albany 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Bank  of  America,  do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 
Vhirtiix  Bank,  do- 
Loather  Man.  Bank,  do. 
Merchant*'  Bank,  do. 
Union  Bank,  da 
National  Bank,  do. 
Troy  Bank  at  Troy  do. 
Dry  Dock  Bank,  do. 
Merch.  En  hance  Bank,  do. 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brouklvu 
rcial  Bank  at  Buffalo 

Manhattan  Company,  N.  York 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 
Bank  of  America,  do. 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  do. 
Lafaveue  Bank,  do. 
Leather  Man.  Bank,  do. 
Merchant*'  Bank,  da 
Union  Bank,  0  >. 

National  Bank,  da 
Dr>'  Dock  Company,  do. 
Merch  Exchange  Bank,  do. 
Brooklyn  Bank  at  Brooklyn* 
Commercial  Bank  at  Buffalo 


Total 

NEW  JERSEY 
On  Trenton  Banking  Company 
Slate  Bank  at  Newark  • 
State  Bank  at  ElUalielh 
Lafayette  Bank  at  New  York 

S^S^'b^  t. 

Trenton  Banking  Company 
Slate  Bank  at  Newark  - 
Slate  Bank  at  ElixaNrth 
Lafayette  Bank  at  New  York 
♦  No  341  cancelled  and 


159.^90  20 

100,000  oo 

20,000  00 
15,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  00 
20,000  oo 


150,000  00 
25,000  00 
24,850  20 
20,000  00 
•20,000  oo 
16,000  00 


78,445  10 
49,000  00 


78,445  10 
4'\l«j0  00 


50,000  00 

67,445  10 
10,000  00 


SO/O0 

iso/no 

1 30,000 
2O0/O0 

53,173  67 
130.0UU 

K5/O0 
165,000 
lU6,00u 

;5,uo 
23,000 
45/300 
25,000 


M),000 
180/00 
11*1,000 
2UU/W0 

63,173  57 

7U/O0 

Cv.000 
I5.S000 
1U5/O0 

75,'  >-«J 

25,000 

25J00 

45 ,000 

at»,uou 

30,000 


240,000 
•270,000 

800J  00 

53,173  67 

40,000 

80,000 
1(0/ OO 

75/>0 

75,000 

40/JOO 

25/J00 

40/300 


35.000 
!.■•" 

45/O0 
2d,0i  O 
35,000 
66^0  20 


25,000 
hj.UOO 
35.U0U 
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Deposit c  Bank*. 

[°.5ih  Costs.  Ut  Bxaa. 

8tat*kij«t — continued. 

Statimksit— continued. 

No. 


3 
4 

5 

212 
213 
■i\  I 

va 


NEW  JERSEY-Continusd 
On  Merchants'  Bank,  New  York 
Bank,  do. 


92 

93 
94 

21$ 
210 
217 

394 

s 


8 
• 

218 
219 

316 
317 


10 
14 

29u 
V1 

223 

226 


Trenton  Banking  Company 
Suite  Bnik,  Newark  • 
State  Bank,  Elizabeth  • 
Lafayette  Bank,  New  York 
Trsdeameus'  Bank,  do. 
Mi  rihanls'  Bank,  do. 


Total  *  - 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
On  (.ir  .nl  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Moyameoslng  Bank,      do  • 
March,  ft  Man.  B'k,  Pittsburg 

Oiranl  Bank,  Philadelphia 
Moyatiwnsing  Bank,  do.  - 
March,  ft  Man  B'k,  Pittsburg 

Commercial  Bank.  Cincinnati 
Merc  h  ft  Man  B'k,  Pttishurg 
Oiranl  Bank,  Philadelphia  • 


Tout 

DELAWARE. 
On  Bank  uMVtlni'n  A  Bmndrwtne 
Bank  of  Delaware,  Wilmington 
Phnailx  Bank,  New  York 

B'k  of  Wilm'n  ft  Brand  v  *  ine 
B'k  of  Delaware  Wilmington  - 
Phcsnix  Bank,  New  York 

B'k  of  Wilm'n  ft  Brandrwlne 
B'k  i>f  Delaware  Wilmington 
Phanlx  Bank,  New  York 


Total 

MARYLAND. 
On  Union  Bank  <if  Maryland,  Bali 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

I'nion  Bank  af  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  do. 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 


Total 

*  VTR01N1A. 
On  Bank  of  Virginia  at  Richmond 
Br  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk  - 

Bank  of  Virginia.  Richmond 
Farm.  Bank  of  Virginia,  do.  - 
Union  Bank,  New  York  .- 
Na-. tonal  Bank,  do. 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


35AI0 


r>,ou. 

85.100 

45,000 
90300 
23,i»n 
H/V*!  20 


mm 

123.100 


mm 

So.SM  26 
1  .'.'> ,'."«) 


150300 

I  .worn 


Amount  of 
instalments. 


234330  20 


234,630  20 


tmfm  m 

966,838  26 

963 26 
MMM  78 


27,i«l 

MM  ■ 


27,000 
22,V*3  sn 
40,110 


i 
i 

319 

350 
332 
363 


■ 

i 

67 

i 
i 


Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia  - 
UnV.n  Bank,        New  York  • 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 
National  Bank,  do. 
Mecbaniea'  Bank.  Jo. 
Farm.  B'nk  of  Virginia,  RlrhM 
Bank  <>f  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Br.  N  B'k  of  K'r  at  Louisville 
Bank  of  Keutucky,  do.  i 

Do.  do.  . 

Farm.  B'nk  of  Virginia,  Rich'd 
Do.  do.  . 

Total 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 
On  Stale  B'k  N.  Carolina.  Ralrt-h 
Phvolx  Bank,  New  York 
Merth.  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man  Bank,  do.  • 
Oiimrd  Bank,  Philadelphia 


MM 
U  83 

37300 


S9agoon 

98,612  7S 


230/O0 
98312  73 


920300 
98,612  76 


632303  33 
2ttl.rrjf> 


3373»9  33 
9OO3OO 

lon.o  in 
73,010 


ft7..'ri) 

ino,non 

6031O 
4O3OO 


1403TW  33 
Kimi 
52,000 

117,190  67 
89309  33 


930300 
80/O0 

mm 

98300 
84,919  13 


93rS83  83 


mm.  u 

96383  83 


318312  73 
318312  76 
318,612  75 


732309  33 


732309  33 


732309  33 


•  No.  928  recalled. 

1  No.  940  cancelled,  and  replaced  try  Nos.  339  and  883. 
:  No  211  cancelled,  and  replaced  by  Nos.  349  and  360. 


477,319  13 


No. 


IV* 
149 

150 
151 
132 

263 
264 
■ 

mt 


■ 
94 

146 
147 

973 
274 
275 

vi 


I 

7 

1# 
lit 

145 

M 
M 

270 
971 

272 


47 
125 


221 
225 

MB 
:i>; 


236 
237 
Ji- 


ll 

12 
13 

127 

198 

129+ 

277 

978 

279 


BAM  I 


NORTH  CAROLlNA-ConUnued. 

On  Slate  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh 
Ptvrnix  Bank,        New  York 
Merch  Exchange  Bank,  do.  • 
Leather  Man.  Bank.  do. 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia  • 

Slate  B'k  N.  Carolina,  Raleigh 
Phonix  Bank,        New  York 
March.  Exchange  Bank,  do  • 
Leather  Man.  Bank.  do. 
Oirard  Bank,  Philadelphia  • 


Total 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
On  riant  ft  Mech.  B'k,  Charleston 
Bank  of  Charleston 

Plant,  ft  Mrch.  B'k  Charleston 
Bank  of  Charleston 

Plant,  ft  Math.  B'k,  Charleston 
Mechanlca'  Bank,  New  York  • 
Oiranl  Bank,  Philadelphia  . 
Merchants'  Bank,  New  York  • 


Total       •        -  .-.» 

OEOROIA. 
On  Plant  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 

Plant.  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 

Bank  of  Augusta 

Insurance  Bank  of  Columbus  - 

Plant  B'k,  Georgia,  Savannah 
Bank  of  Augusta 
Bank  of  America,    New  York 
Manhattan  Company,  do. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  do. 


Total 

ALABAMA. 
On  Stale  B'nk  of  Alabama,  Mobile 

Branch  B'nk  Alabama,  Mobile 

Do.  do.  • 

Total 

LOUISIANA. 
On  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  N  O. 
Commercial  Bank,  do. 
Union  Bank  of  I»utsiana,  do. 
Commercial  Bank,  do. 

Total 

Mississippi 
On  Planters'  Bank  at  Nile  hex  • 

Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez 

Do.  do.  - 

Total 

•  TENNESSEE. 
On  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez 
Union  B'k  of  Tenu  ,  Nashville 
Plant.  B'k  of  Tenn  .       do.  • 

Union  B'k  of  Tenn.,  do.  . 
Plant  .  B'k  of  Tenn..  do.  - 
Ag.  Bank  of  Miss..  Natchez. 
Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati 
Manhattan  Company,  N.  Y. 


Amount  of 
drafts. 


§230300 

80300 
55,000 
28,000 
84319  13 


2:*  vms, 

80/00 
55,1  Ml 
28,000 
84,919  13 


170300 
180,474  03 


170300 
180,174  03 


200,100 
60.U0U 
50,474  03 
Ili.mO 


mm 

226.474  03 


lio.ono 
910,174  03 
30,01 0 

im.im 

H  O.I  Ml 
50,1.  tl 

sn.'Mi 
60,174  03 


Amount  of 


477,919  13 
477319  13 


»l,l.t3,7aT M 

330,474  03 
330,474  03 

330,474  00 
•  i.'t.d.u:  a 


81 361  ,-192  rc» 


22J,'»28  33 


2-23,02-5  93 


223,02?  93 


KKUXK 
118,612  76 
1 00,000 
59306  38 


(127.445  H 


127,413  10 


330,474  03 
360,474  03 

330,171  03 


223,028  93 
223328  93 
223,028  9.1 


^  *318,6I9  76 

159306  M 
•  177.919  14 


127,115  10 


197,413  10 
127,143  10 
197,115  10 


mum  j) 


477,919  13 


•  First  and  second  instalments  Mended.   

t  No.  129  cancelled,  and  substituted  In  lieu  thereof  Nos.  977,971, 979. 
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Dcponie  Banks. 


Stat 


BANKS. 


Amount  of 
draft*. 


?7 

as 

IS 


263 
254 
256 


15 
16 
ir 

18 
!-' 

1% 
1% 

137 
IM 

m 

I  io 
141 
IK 

2S6 
26? 

458 
239 

•m 

261 


7" 
71 

119 
120 


TEN  NKSSEE— Conl  inued 
On  Union  B'k  of  Tenn.,  Nashville 
Plant.  B'k  of  Tenn.,      do.  - 


Total 

KENTUCKY. 
On  N.  B'lt  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  do. 

N  B'k  of  Kentucky,  Louisville 
Bank  of  Kentucky,       ds  ■ 

N  B'k  of  Kentucky,  Lexington 
Branch  of  ditto,  Lju'mtiIIb- 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  tki. 


Total  • 
OHIO.' 

On  Commercial  Bank  Cincinnati  ■ 
Franklin  Bank,  do 
Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Like  Krie- 

Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Clinton  Bunk  of  Columbus  • 
Franklin  Bank,        do  - 
Commerc  ial  B'k  of  Lake  trio  • 
Bank  of  Wooster 
Bank  of  Cle veland 
Bank  ofChillicolhs  - 

Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnali 
Franklin  Bank,  do. 
Franklin  Hank,  O  1  ambus 
Clinton  Bank.  do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  take  Erie  - 
Bink  of  Cleveland 
Bank  uf  Wooster  .  - 


Total 

Missouri. 

On  Aesncy  at  St-  Lmils 

Br.  B'k,  Indiana,  Liwrenceb'g 

•  at  St  Louis 


177,919  13 


(A 

62 
63 
CI 

UJ 

m 
vzs 

121 

232 


BrB^,ftIndUivi,UU«rf«nceb'g 

A-enry  at  St.  Ixhim  - 

Bi.  B'k,  Indiana,  Lawrenceb'g 


Total 

INDIANA. 


20 

On  Br'h  Il  k  Ind.at  Lawrence  hurg 

21 

Do. 

Madison 

« 

Do. 

New  Albany  - 

Do 

ta«vranceburg 

131 

!>.. 

Mad  i  Jim 

132 

r>). 

Now  Albany  - 

229 

Do 

Lawrenceliurg 

230 

i>.. 

New  Albany  - 

2J1 

Vj. 

Total 

ILLINOIS. 

On  Commercial  Bank  of  Cinrin 


Branch  O  k  ln<l.  New  Allany  - 
D>.  Madison  • 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Srut*neetwn 

A^encr  Com'l  B'k  Cincinnati 

at  St  Lai!* 
Branch  Bk  In<l  New  All -any 

Do.  Mad  Won 

Bank  of  Illinois.  Sh»wn«-etown 

Do.  d«>- 
Branch  B'k  In  1  N<-«  Albany  . 


Amount  of 

rtetits. 


477,919  13 
•I  ,433,75?  » 


320.000 

167,919  13 


:t.'n,r.no 
137,91;'  13 


If.n.onn 
100.000 
277,910  13 


'2r -0,000 
123,000 
I73,0>*  78 
50,000 


125,000 
1  ",<■■>■ 

;,o.fMX> 
144,086  78 

60,000 

■lO.OM 

io.ooo 

No,»,o 


1  r.,oon 
170,000 
1  i-1,000 

96,4'>8  31 


77,115  10 
.-.n.rno 


77,145  10 


77, 145  10 
60,000 


9f>^63  H3 
93 '.S3  ftJ 


95,533  83 
93  .3S3  S3 
95yo63'«5 

6?,  130  63 
95,\S3  83 
127,737  02 


477,919  13 
477,919  13 

477,919  13 
•1,433,757  39 


7a 


66r>.n*  78 


t2,oo7,?an  si 


127,145  10 
127,415  10 
127,445  10 


>  8o,ooo 
32,133  19 
32,153  13 
13,000 


flo.noo 

»2,i:>3  19 

32,133  19 
15,000 


fio.ooo 
3--M33  19 


•381,335  30 

286,751  4S 
286,731  48 
286,751  48 


8>V>.231  4-1 


15?.3o6  35 


State  m  t;  \t — conti 


No. 

SAMKS- 

insMh^H*^ 

231 

235 

ILLINOIS-Continnad. 

  w%   mi.  ■  j'           v  .  .-  *  — 

On  fi.  n  k  Inoinnn,  KiwrsnceDurg 
Agency  at  St  Louis 

159,306  38 

Total 

- 

8477.919  14 

26» 
26 
117 
lid 
312 
313 
314 

ARKANSAS. 
On  Agricultural  Bank  at  Natchez  • 
Planters'  Book  at        do.  • 
Do.                       do.  . 
Agricultural  Hank  al^  do. 
Commercial  B'k  of  Cincinnati 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louisville.  • 
Commercial  Bank,  N.  Orleans 

45^63  83 
43,583  83 

33_ooo 

33,000 

21000 

tl9I,16?  6C 

93,363  83 

243 
211 

Planters'  Batik  Miss  ,^fatchss 
Agricultural  Bank,         do  • 

Total 

K2f«,7M  49 

S9 
90 
91 

MICHIOAN. 
On  Bank  of  Mlchhutn,  Detroit 
Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Monro* 
Farmers  and  Media's',  Detroit 

60,000 

25,$<J  83 

• 

96,363  S3 

95/83  83 
600 

114 
115 
116 

Bank  of  Michigan.  d<i. 
Fannnrs  A  Mechanics'    do.  . 
Bank  of  River  Raisin,  Monruo 

r,,  «o  tsi 

'20,000 

251 
252 
331 1 

Bank  «f  Michienn,     Drlioil  - 
Farmers*  Mechanics'    do.  - 
BankofMlchi-a.i,  do.'- 

50,000 

45.3R3  83 

■ 

286,761  49 

Grand  total 

•28,101,641  91 

T r. n awreb's  OkfN'K.  Sri-tri>ih*rZ\,  1937. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL,  TVsasursr  U.  S. 

•  No  23  and  118  cancelled,  and  subsxktutsd  m  lieu  thereof  Nob.  312 
313,  and  314. 

+  1st  and  2d  instalment  blended. 
^tNo  351  U>  make  up  for  a  deflcisswy  in  the  onlera  received  for  the 

O  4. 

Capita  of  Utter*  in  relation  to  Stale  trantfer  djpfU. 
O  4— No.  1. 
Uritiii  Statbs  Trkasitbt,  February  14,  1837. 
8i  b  :  Haviog  this  day  iaraet]  a  duplicate  of  8tale  transfer 
draft  No.  01,  for  $80,000,  on  your  institution,  payable  at 
8t.  Louis,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois, 
you  will  consider  the  original  as  annulled,  and  the  dupli- 
cate only  payable.    Respectfully,  Ac. 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
bating-  Treasurer  United  Statex. 
Cash i  kr  Commercial  Bank  Cincinnati. 

Similar  letters  to  the  following  bank*. 

Bank  of  Illinois,  draft  No.  84,  for  -  -  #15,000  00 

Branch  Bankof  Indiana,  New  Albany,  No. 

08,  for  -  -  -  -  -    3*,153  19 

Branch  Bank  or  Indiana,  Madison.  No.  83,    32,153  19 
O  4— No.  a. 
Usitsd  Statu  Tbbascbt,  May  30,  1837. 
Sin :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  yoo, 
viz.  No.  83^  in  favor  of  the  8t*tc  of  Virginia,  for  $40,000, 
payable  on  the  1st  July  nexL 

Respectfully,  &e, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashier  Mechanic*'  Bank  New  York. 

O  4— No.  3. 
Uhtteo  States  Tbeascbt,  May  30,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  issued  one  Stale  transfer  draft  on 
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you,  vix.  No.  238,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  payable  on  the  lit  of  July  next, 
for  $60,000. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that,  by  instruction*  from  the  Sec- 
ret try  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  this  day  recalled  State  draft 
No.  228,  on  your  institution,  in  favor  of  said  Common- 
wealth, for  5100,000,  in  order  to  lie  cancelled. 
Respectfully,  dec. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
*  Treasurer  United  States. 

Cash i an  i^alinnai  li<mk,  New  Ysrk. 

O  4— No.  4. 
Uhited  States  Treasi-rt,  May  38,  1897. 
Si  a  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  have  to  request  of  you  to  return  to  this  office,  In 
order  to  be  cancelled,  State  transfer  draft  No.  228,  in  your 
favor,  on  the  National  Bank  at  New  York,  for  $100,000, 
in  lieu  of  which  other  drafts  on  New  York,  for  a  similar 
amount,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  due  time  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 

L.  BrarooT,  Esq. 

Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 
O  4— No.  6. 
Limited  States  Tbeasirt,  June  5,  1837. 
8i  a  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  recalled,  to  be  can- 
celled, 8tate  transfer  draft  No.  129,  on  your  institution,  for 
$125,000,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashier  Agricultural  Bunk,  Natchez. 

O  4— No.  6. 
U.iitbd  States  Treasl'ut,  June  5,  1837. 
8ia  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  2d  instant,  covering 
trsmfrr  draft  No.  938,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  $100,000,  recalled  and  cancelled,  in  lieu  of  which  two 
drafts  of  the  same  aggregate  sum  have  been  sent  to  you. 
Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  State*. 

L.  Bcai-oor,  I-  i  . 

Treaiurer  Commonwealth  Virginia,  Richmond. 

O  4— No.  7. 
L'siteii  States  Tuuii  ax,  June  7,  1837. 
8ia  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, f  have  this  day  recalled,  in  order  to  be  cancelled,  the 
following  State  transfer  drafts  on  your  institution,  viz  : 
No.  26,  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  for  950,000  00 
No  118,    do.  do.  do.  -  -  50,000  00 

Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
CAsaiaa  Agricultural  Bank  of  Mississippi,  Natchez. 
O  4— No.  8. 
Uxited  States  Tar a»i  sr.  June  7,  1837. 
Si  a;  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, I  have  this  day  cancelled  the  following  State  transfer 
drafts,  in  favor  of  the  8tate  of  Arkansas,  vix : 
No.  26,  on  the  Agricultural  Bank  at  Nstchex, 

for  $50,000  00 

No.   118,  on  the  same  bank,  for       •  -  60,000  00 

In  lieu  of  which  I  have  issued  three  other  transfer  drafts 
in  your  favor  for  a  similar  amount,  which  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  in  due  time  by  the  Secretary  nf  ihe  Treasury,  vix : 
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No.  312,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincin- 
nati, for  -  .  .  .  -$33,000  00 
No.  313,  on  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Louis- 
ville, for  -           -           -          -  -  33,000  00 
No.  314,  on  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 

Orleans,  for  34,000  00 

All  payable  on  demand. 

Respectfully,  Ac 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Trbasttreb  of  tlie  State  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock. 

O  4— No.  9. 
Uwitbd  States  Tbbasvby,  June  20,  1837. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
vix:  No.  331,  in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 
$270,000,  payable  on  the  1st  July,  1837. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  the  above  draft  is  in  lieu 
of  one  of  the  same  number  for  $230,000,  of  which  I  ad- 
vised you  on  the  17th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions 
from  the  Secretary,  I  have  this  day  recalled  and  cancelled. 
Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
Cashier  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York. 

O  4— No.  10. 
Ubitkb  States  Trbabcrt,  June  20,  1837. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  issued  one  transfer  draft  on  you, 
vix:  No.  330,  in  favor  of  the  Slate  of  New  York  for 
$240,000,  payable  on  ihc  1st  July,  1837. 
#l  You  will  please  to  observe  that  this  draft  is  in  lieu  of  on* 
of  the  same  number  of  $220,000,  of  which  I  advised  you 
on  ths  17th  instant,  and  which,  by  instructions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  I  have  this  dsy  recalled  ami  can- 
celled. Respectfully.  Ac. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer  Ihtited  State*. 
Cashieb  Manhattan  Company,  New  York. 

O  4— No.  11 
Limited  States  Tbeascbt,  June  30,  1 8^7. 
8ta  :  By  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  recalled  andean- 
celled  transfer  draft  No.  341,  for  $60,000,  on  your  institu- 
tion, in  favor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  ths  issue  of 
which  draft  you  were  advised  on  the  7th  instant. 
Respectfully,  Ac. 

WM.  B.  RANDOLPH, 
Acting  Treasurer  United  States. 
Cask  i  en  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

[O  5,  6,  and  7,  are  statements  of  discredited  drafts  issued 
on  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  warrants.  P  I  to  4  exhibit 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  for  the  periods  rc«pect- 
ivcly  of  1st  Msreh,  1st  May,  and  1st  July,  1837.  The 
statement  to  15th  August  succeeding  will  be  found  in  ths 
Report  on  the  Finances,  Appendix,  ante  page  39.] 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

Message  from  the  President  of  Ihe  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  information  required  by  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  12th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Northeastern  Boundary  of  the  United  States.  Septem- 
ber 26,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  nf  the  United  Stater 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  accompanied  by  copies 
of  "the  correspondence  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the 
13th  instant.  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washi.motox,  September  26,  1837. 
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Dkpartmkkt  or  Stats, 

Washington,  September  35,  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  Siste,  to  whom  wh  referred  the  reso- 
lutioo  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  13th  in* 
»iant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that 
body,  "so  far  aa  the  public  interest  will  permit,  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  8tatee,  since  the  message  of  the 
late  President  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
Ifith  of  June,  1836,  and  all  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  since  that  period  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Governor  of  the  8tate  of  Maine, 
on  the  subject  ef  alleged  transgressions  upon  the  rights  of 
Maine  by  the  British  authorities,"  has  the  honor  respect- 
fully to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of  the  letters  and 
"  by  that  resolution. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


List  of  accompanying  paper*. 
Letter  from  the  Goternor  of  Maine  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  (with  enclosures,) 
dated  ....  March 

Same  to  the  President  (with  enclosures)  April 
Same  to  same  (with  enclosures)  -  June 
Same  to  same  (with  enclosure)  -  June 

Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor  of 

Maine        ....  June 
Governor  of  Maine  to  the  Secretary  of 

Stats  (with  enclosures) 
Secrctsry  of  Stats  to  the  Governor  of 
Maine  .... 
of  Maine  to  the  Secretary  of 


of 


Secretary  of  Stale  to  the 
Maine 

Governor  of  Maine  to  the  President 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Governor 

Maine        -  -  - 

Sams  to  same  - 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox 
Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth 
Same  to  same  - 

Extract  from  Mr    Stevenson  to  Lord 
PaliucT>.ton  - 


July 
July 
June 


July 
July 

A  us[. 

Aug, 

March 

March 

Aug. 


30,  1837. 

80,  1837. 

87,  1837. 

19,  1837. 

86,  1837. 

3,  1837. 

14,  1837. 

37,  1837. 

19,  1837. 

38,  1837. 

17,  1837. 
26,  18.-57. 
33,  1837. 
38,  1837. 
24,  1837. 


.  Aug.    10,  1837. 


KTATE  OF  MAINE 

ExBCUTIVB  Dsr-SRTMSKT, 

Augusta,  March  30,  1837. 
8ia  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  Bute,  I  havs  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  accom- 
panying report  and  resolutions. 

I  am,  vary  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 
The  Sech  i.ta it t  or  Statr. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
HorsB  or  Rkfrbskittati  vxs,  March  39,  1837. 
The  Joint  Select  Committee  who  had  under  consideration 
the  order  relating  to  the  expediency  of  calling  the  at- 
tion  of  Congress  to  the  tubject  of  fortifying  our  mari- 
time and  interior  frontier,  have  attended  to  that  duty, 
and  oak  leave  to  present  the  following  report  ; 
One  object  of  the  federal  compact  is  <•  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare." 

In  accordance  with  these  objects  of  the  compact,  the 
General  Government  has,  from  time  to  time,  made  liberal 
appropriations  for  fortifying  and  defending  the  several 
Stales  along  our  extended  msritime  frontier,  west  and 
south  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  8tate ;  east  o 


that  line  a  mere  trifle  has,  aa  yet, 
the«e  objects. 

Maine  has  a  maritime  frontier  of  about  five  hundred 
miles  in  extent,  following  the  indentations  of  herahoree; 
and  our  interior  frontier,  bounding  on  New  Brunswick  on 
the  east  and  the  Can  ad  as  on  the  north,  is  about  sir  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent. 

Con-idering  this  great  extent  of  seacoast,  her  numerous 
excellent  harbors,  her  noble  rivers,  and  great  advantages 
for  ship  building,  and  her  proximity  to  the  fishing  grounds, 
probably  no  State  in  the  Union^possesses  the  natural  ad- 

Maine  dees. 

It  is,  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that  all 
nations  have  looked  to  their  fisheries  as  the  nursery  of 
hardy  seamen  for  the  merchant  service  in  timo  of  peace 
and  for  the  navy  fa  time  of  war ;  and,  as  a  great  question 
of  national  policy,  (asido  from  the  inducement  to  encourage 
this  branch  of  business  as  an  unfailing  source  of  natural 
wealth,)  it  is  deemed  worthy  of  the  fostering  cs re  of  all 
commercial  nations. 

Already  the  navigation  of  Maine  is  estimated  at  more 
than  three  hundred  thousand  tons,  and  exceeded  by  only 
two  States  in  the  Union ;  and  her  increase,  annually,  of 
tonnage,  ia  greater  than  that  of  any  other  Sute. 

The  abundance  or  building  materials,  believed  to  be  in- 
exhaustible, her  great  conveniences  for  ship-building  slong 
her  extended  sescoast,  her  numerous  bays,  rivers,  and 
harbors,  render  it  highly  probable  that  the  day  is  not  far 
diMant  when  the  maritime  interests  of  Maine  will  exceed 
that  of  any  of  her  sister  8 tales.  And  if  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  the  statements  of  s  scientific  engineer  of  high 
respectability  and  standing,  who  has,  during  the  past  year, 


f  quarry- 


under  the  direction  of  the  government  of  this  Slate  and 
our  parent  Commonwealth,  made  a  geological  survey  of  a 
portion  uf  our  State,  it  may  ho  doubted  whether  the  same 
extent  of  territory  on  the  continent  contains  more  real 
value,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  (the  facilities  of 
uig,  manufacturing,  exporting,  and  its  i 
great  interests  ot  the  Stale  and  nation,)  than  ia  i 
in  our  incjthau»tiblo  quarries  of  granite,  lime,  marble, 
aisle,  6lc,  mines  and  minerals,  in  which  large  and  profit- 
able iuvcs>tmcnle*are  already  made.  Some  of  these  branches 
of  business  have  been  carried  on  for  many  years, 
others  to  a  large  extent  are  commencing  under  the  i 
favorable  auspices. 

These,  together  with  our  agricultural, 
manufacturing  interests;  our  immense  forests  of  invaluable 
timber ;  with  a  water-power  of  vast  extent  and  value ;  giv- 
ing us  the  means  of  laying  the  seaports  of  the  Union  un- 
der a  contribution  for  ages  to  come,  and  warranting  the 
belief  that  our  present  shipping  interest  will  be  i 


About  one-third  of  the 
territory  ia  claimed  by  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  hi»t<»ry  of 
this  protracted  conlioversy,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
prctent  time,  is  such  as  to  awaken  general  anxiety.  We 
are  admonished,  by  recent  events,  that  we  have  not  yet 
reached  the  termination  of  our  toils  and  embsxrassmests, 
and  they  have  awakened  the  painful  apprehension  that  our 
just  rights  msy  not  be  secured  by  honorable  negotiation  or 
patient  submission  to  unprovoked  injuries.  These  consid- 
eration?, in  the  opinioo  of  your  committee,  call  loudly  for 
the  interposition  of  the  General  Government,  and  require 
at  their  hands  all  needful  preparation  for  possible  contin- 
gencies. The  late  Governor  Lincoln,  nearly  ten  yean 
since,  called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  im- 
portance of  erecting  a  strong  fortification  in  some  eligible 
position  on  the  confines  of  that  portion  of  our  territory  to 
which  an  adverse  claim  is  set  up  by  Great  Britain.  In 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  subject  ha*  lost  nons 
of  its  interest  since  that  period,  bat  on  the  contrary,  the 
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event*  to  which  we  have  alluded  give  to  it  vastly  augment- 
ed importance;  and,  to  our  view,  iireapective  of  any  con- 
dition* growing  out  of  the  present  controversy,  a  strong 
fortification  upon  the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatea,  situated  far  in  the  interior,  and  upon  the  con- 
tine*  of  a  foreign  country,  and  surrounded  by  millions  of 
acres  of  fertile  land,  destined  soon  to  be  peopled  with  a  nu- 
merous population  of  hardy  yeomanry,  is  of  high  importance. 

Our  isolated  situation,  being  the  Northeastern  boundary 
of  the  nation,  with  an  interior  frontier  of  upwards  of  six 
hundred  miles  upon  a  foreign  country,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  our  territory  lying  between  two  provinces  of  Great 
Britain,  and  so  situated  as  to  render  it  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage  of  that  nation  to  posses*  it;  the  inflexible  deter- 
mination which  she  manifest*  to  pur*ue  the  course  which 
interest  dictate*  should  not  be  forgotten;  the  extent  of 
our  seacoost,  (he  exposed  situ/tion  of  our  seaport  towns, 
lying  within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  the  British  naval  depot  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Maine,  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
our  defenceless  situation  during  the  last  war,  the  great  and 
increasing  maritime  interests  which  we  haye  at  stake, 
without  one  single  point  where  a  ship,  if  dependent  upon 
the  United  State*  fortification*,  would  be  safe  from  the 
attacks  of  a  frigate :  these,  and  the  consideration  that  little 
comparatively  has  yet  been  done  for  Maine,  seem  to  our 
view  to  constitute  irresistible  reasons  why  Maine  should 
no  longer  be  forgotten  or  neglected  in  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  country. 

Through  all  the  long-protracted  struggles,  difficulties, 
ami  embarrass  nents  of  our  infant  republic,  this  portion  of 
our  Union  has  never  been  urgent  or  importunste  in  pres- 
sing its  claims,  but  has  submitted  patiently  to  the  force 
of  circumstances  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  defer  them. 

But,  in  the  present  altered  condition  of  the  country ; 
the  national  debt  paid  off ;  at  a  season  of  universal  peace 
and  unexampled  prosperity ;  with  an  overburdened  treas- 
ury, and  when  it  is  deemed  necessary,  to  dispose  of  it,  to 
resort  to  measurea  which  many  eminent  statesmen  con- 
sider unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  which  a  great 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  Union  consider  of  doubtful 
policy  :  at  such  a  period,  and  under  such  circumstance*,  it 
h  difficult  to  perceive  the  justice  of  longer  withholding 
suitable  appropriations  for  tho  defence  of  Maine  ;  and,  to 
our  view,  they  can  only  be  withheld  by  doing  violence  to 
iho  principles  of  equal  rights,  and  by  neglecting  a  plain 
constitutional  duty. 

Your  committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion* STEPHEN  O.  FOSTER,  Chairman. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Resolve  relating  to  th'  fortification  of  frontier  Statei. 

A'""/#7,  That  the  obligation  of  the  Federal  Govern 
man  I,   under  tho  constitution,  when  it  has  the  means,  to 
erect  suitable  forlificationa  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier 
ol  the  States,  is  a  practical  duly,  not  justly  to  be  denied, 
evaded,  neglected,  or  delayed. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  use  their  jnfluencc  to 
obtain  liberal  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  Maine  and 
the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  the  above  report  and  resolutions  to  the  President 
•nil  Vice  President,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Navy,  and  Wilt, 
and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repreaentativra  in  Congreas. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  30,  1837. 

Read  and  pasted.  H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  30,  1837. 
Read  and  passed. 

J.  C.  TAI.BOT,  President. 
March  30,  1337.    Approved  : 

ROBERT  P  DUNLAP. 


STATE  OF  MAINE 

Executive  Dehbtmitt, 

Augusta,  April  30,  1837. 

8rm  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency 
the  accompanying  report  and  resolutions. 

In  behalf  of  the  Stale  of  Maine,  I  would  respectfully,  yet 
urgently,  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored  and 
surveyed,  and  monuments  erected  in  accordance  with  the 
request  contained  in  the  resolutions  which  are  herewith 
communicated.  As  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  people 
of  Maine  hav»  a  deep  interest,  I  feel  a  confidence  it  will 
commend  itself  to  your  early  attention. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 
His  Excellency  Marvtix  Va*  Busex, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 
In  House  or  Ri  preskntatives, 

February  2,  1837. 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  so  much  ol 
the  Governor's  message  as  relate*  to  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  and  ihe  documents  and  evidence,  together  with 
an  order  of  the  two  Houses  instructing  the  committee  to 
"inquire  into  tho  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Ihe  Slate,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  sur- 
vey the  line  between  this  State  and  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  to  establish 
monuments  in  such  places  as  shall  be  fixed  by  said  commis- 
sioners and  by  commissioners  to  lie  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,"  have  attended  to  the 
duties  assigned  them,  with  the  industry  and  solicitude  which 
the  importance  of  (he  subject  demanded.  Could  the  com- 
mittee have  spared  the  time,  and  had  the  means  to  obtain 
documents  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Stste,  and  con- 
sequently out  of  its  power,  a  more  clear,  methodical,  and  per- 
fect view  of  the  subject  would  have  been  presented  ;  but  aa 
there  bad  been  hitherto  so  much  procrastination,  and  the 
impatience  of  the  public,  already  great,  was  becoming  mora 
and  more  intense,  your  committee,  without  further  pre- 
amble oi  apology,  ask  leave  to  present  the  following  report : 

Tin-  Legislature  and  people  of  Maine,  we  believe,  will 
not  contend  that  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  United 
States  doe*  not  extend  to  a  final  adjustment  of  a  duputed 
and  undefined  line  of  boundary  between  a  State  and  a  for- 
eign nation.  Bui  we  do  insist  that  no  power  i*  granted  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  8(a(e*  to  limit  or  change  the 
boundary  of  a  State  or  cede  a  part  of  its  territory  without 
its  consent.  It  is  even  by  no  mean*  certain  how  far  such 
consent  would  enable  tho  treaty  authority  to  exert  Us 
powers.  Citizens  might  be  insde  the  subject*  of  a 
treaty  transfer,  and  these  citizens,  owiug  allegiance  lo  the 
State  and  to  the  Union,  ond  allegiance  and  protection 
being  reciprocally  binding,  the  right  lo  transfer  a  citizen  to 
a  foreign  Government,  lo  sell  him,  might  well  be  question- 
ed, as  being  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  inslitu- 
tutions.  But,  be  ihi*  aa  it  may,  Maine  will  never  concede 
the  principle  thai  the  President  snd  two-third*  of  the  Senate 
can  transfer  it*  territory,  much  less  it*  citizens,  without  us 
permission,  given  by  its  constitutional  organ*. 

Your  committee,  however,  deem  it  but  fair  to  admit  that 
they  have  discovered  no  inclination  in  the  Geueral  Govern- 
ment, or  any  department  of  it,  to  assume  this  power.  On 
the  contrary,  the  President  has  repeatedly  declined  the 
adoption  of  a  conventional  line  deviating  from  (he  treaty  of 
1783,  upon  the  express  ground  that  il  could  not  be  done 
without  the  consent  of  Maine. 
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It  in  due,  nevertheless,  to  the  Bute  of  Maine  to  say,  that 
the  committee  have  no  evidence  that  any  conventional  line 
ha*  been  proposed  to  them  for  their  consent.  It  indeed 
appear*  that  the  concent  of  Maine  hod  not  been  given  to 
the  adoption  of  any  other  boundary  than  that  prefcribed  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  ap  to  the  20th  February,  1836,  and  we 
are  well  assured  that  no  proposition  for  a  different  boundary 
haa  aincfl  that  time  been  made  to  any  department  of  the 
Government  of  thia  State. 

The  Pre*ident  of  the  United  State*  on  the  15th  June 
last,  communicated  to  the  Senate,  in  compliance  with  their 
resolution,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  the 
Northeaatern  boundary.  This  correspondence  embraced  a 
period  from  the  *lst  July,  1832,  to  the  5th  March,  1836. 

The  opinion  and  advice  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
to  whom  the  controversy  was  referred  by  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  was  made  on  the  10th  January,  1831,  j 
and  of  the  three  questions  submitted,  viz  :  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  the  north  westernmost  head  of 'Connecticut  river, 
and  the  forty  fi  fth  parallel  of  latitude,  he  seems  to  have 
determined  but  one.  He  did  decide  that  the  source  of  the 
etream  running  into  and  through  Connecticut  lake,  ia  the 
true  northwest  head  of  that  tiver,  as  intended  by  the 
treaty  of  1783 ;  andaa  to  the  rest  he  advises  that  it  will  be 
convenient  (il  conviendra)  to  adopt  the  "Thalweg,"  the 
deepest  channel  of  the  St.  John's  and  St.  Frand»7foFthe 
north  line ;  and  that  the  45th  degree  is  to  be  measured  in 
order  to  mark  out  the  boundary  to  the  8t.  Lawrence,  with 
a  deviation  so  as  to  include  Rouse's  point  within  the 
United  States.  As  to  the  convenience  of  establishing  the 
8t.  John's  anal  St.  Francis  as  the  northern  boundary  of 
of  Maine,  we  have  only  to  observe,  that, however  ••con- 
venient" it  may  be  to  Great  Britain  to  obtain  so  Urge  a 
portion  of  our  territory  and  waters,  it  would  certainly  be 
very  inconvenient  to  us,  anJ  inasmuch  as  wc  are  probably 
capable  of  judging  of  our  own  •«  convenience,"  and  have 
never  solicited  the  advice  of  any  one  on  this  point,  It  ia 
scarcely  to  be  expected  that  we  shall  be  advised  to  adopt  a 
line  so  preposterous  and  injurious. 

It  was  in  this  view,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
constitution  conferring  the  treaty  power,  that  the  President, 
on  the  7th  December,  1831,  submitted  to  the  Senate  this 
«« award"  and  "  advice"  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 
Senators  were  divided  on  a  principal  point;  some  insisting 
that  to  carry  the  award  or  opinion  into  effect,  was  only  in 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  it  therefore  bolonged  exclusive- 
ly to  the  President  "to  take  care"  that  this  "supreme law" 
was  faithfully  executed,  or  to  reject  it  altogether. 

But  the  prevailing  opinion  was,  that  this  "  award"  or 
"  advice"  was  nerfecting  an  unfinished  treaty,  and  that 
therefore  it  could  not  be  effected  by  the  President  without 
••  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirds  of  the 
member*  present  concurring  therein."  8o  far  from  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  for  the  measure,  there  were 
thirty-four  to  eight  against  it,  and  it  was  consequently  re- 
jected, and  a  recommendation  to  the  President  was  adopted, 
to  open  a  new  negotiation  to  determine  the  line  of  bounda- 
ry according  to  the  treaty  of  1783. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  British  ministers  that  a  due  north 
line  from  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix, 
will  intersect  no  highlands  described  in  the  treaty  of  1783. 
Now  this  is  an  assumption  by  Great  Britain  totally  un- 
warranted by  any  evidence.  The  boundaries  bearing  upon 
the  question  are  thus  given:  "from  the  Northwest  angle 
of  Nova  8cotia,  to  wit,  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a 
line  drawn  due  North  from  the  source  of  the  8t.  Croix  river 
to  the  highlands;  along  the  said  highlands,  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north- 
westernmoat  head  of  Connecticut  river ?  "east  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  8t.  Croix,  from 
"   in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  iu 


which  di- 
vide the  rivets  that  fall  into  the 
which  fall  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 

The  first  object,  starting-place,  or  terminus  a  quo,  is  this 
northwest  angle  of  Xova  Scotia.  It  ia  the  corner  of  the 
British  province,  designated  by  themselves.  It  waa  pre- 
sumed, and  it  ia  etill  believed,  that  they  knew  the  identical 
spot ;  we  have  a  right  to  demand  of  them  lo  define  it.  Ia 
the  treaty  of  1 783,  they  were  disposed  to  defin*  it,  and 
hence  they  say  it  is  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  tine 
drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  to  those: 
highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  flow  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fiow  into  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

Nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  the  British  nego- 
tiator* of  the  treaty  of  178  t  had  reference  to  their  east  and 
west  line,  between  Canada  and  Novia  Scotia.  Thia,  in 
1755— '6,  was  matter  of  conlroversey  between  France  and 
England,  the  French  claiming  that  it  was  far  sooth,  and  tha 
British  strenuously  contending  that  these  wry  highlands 

The  controversy  resulted  m  a  war,  which,  after  the  cap- 
ture of  Quebec,  was  terminated  by  the  peace  of  1763, 
whereby  Great  Britain  obtained  both  stiles  of  the  line,  and 
she  then  established  the  north  line  of  Nova  Scotia  about 
where  we  contend  it  should  be.  So  far  from  admitting 
that  a  due  north  line  from  the  monument  wilt  not  intersect 
the  highlands  intended  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  Bute  of 
Maine  haa  always  insisted,  and  still  insists,  that  no  known 


them,  and  thus  establishing  the  terminus  a  quo,  to  wii,  the 
northwest' angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  would  seem  strange 
indeed,  that  as  tbta  line,  so  fully  discussed  and  controvert- 
ed between  the  English  and  French  in  1755-'6,  should 
have  been  left  unsettled  still,  when  both  provinces  became 
British.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  each  ignorance  of  so 
importsnt  a  point  as  this  northwest  angle,  so  often  referred 
to,  and  spokon  of,  as  a  notorious  monument. 

The  peace  of  1783  was  considered  by  Great  Britain  as  a 
grant  by  metes  and  bounds.  The  boundaries  were  pre- 
scribed, and  this  northwest  angle  was  the  commencement. 
Twenty  yeara  only  before  this  (1763)  Nova  Scotia  had 
been  organized  as  a  distinct  province,  then  including  what 
are  now  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  this  angle 
was  referred  to  as  a  boundary  without  hesitancy  or  doubt. 
Indeed,  the  treaty  itself,  as  if  to  make  assurance  doubly 
sure,  fixed  it  where  a  due  north  line  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  will  intersect  those  highlands  which  divide  the 
rivers  which  flow  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those 
which  flow  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Thia  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  has  been  determined  and  a  m< 
by  the  commissioners,  under  the  5th  article  of  the  tr 
of  1785,  (Jny  V)  Now  that  the  assumption  I 
line  from  this  monument  will  intersec 
highlands  is  entirely  gratuitous. 

The  treaty  does  not  speak  of  mountaina,  nor  even 
but  of  "  higlands"  that  divide  rivers  flowing  differ 
It  was  well  known  that  rivers  did  fall  into  the  8t. 
and  into  the  Atlantic ;  that  these  rivers  would  ran  down 
and  not  upr  and  it  was  consequently  inferred  that  the  land 
from  whence  these  rivers  flowed  must  of  necessity  be  high, 
and  unless  there  are  to  be  found  in  that  r.  gion  geological 
phenomena  which  exist  no  where  else  on  the  face  of  the 
glfbe,  this  inference  is  irresistible. 

The  truth  is  that  these  highlands  have  i 
and  well  understood  by  the  British  themselves,  ever 
the  grant  of  James  I.  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  in  1631. 
The  portion  of  the  boundary  there  given,  which  relates  to 
this  controversy,  is  from  the  western  spring-head  of  the 
St  Croix,  by  an  imaginary  line  conceived  to  run  through 
the  land  northward  to  the  next  road  of  Ship's  river  or 
spring,  jhschar^ing  itself  intojthe  great  rber^of^C 
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wen  of  the  Mid  river  of  Canada,  to  the  road,  harm,  or 
■bora,  commonly  culled  Gaspeck — (Gaspc.) 

The  cession  of  Canada  by  France  made  it  necessnry  to 
define  the  Hmilaof  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  according- 
ly his  Britannic  Majesty,  by  his  proclamation  of  7tli  Octo- 
ber, 1763,  is  thus  explicit  as  to  what  affects  this  question  i 
"  Passing  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  riven  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St-  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and  also  along  the  north  coast 
of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs  and  the  coast  of  the  gulf  of  the  8t. 
Lawrence  to  Cape  Hosiers,"  dec. 

The  act  of  Parliament  of  the  14th'  George  III,  (1774,) 
defines  thus  the  south  line  of  Canada:  "South,  by  a  line 
from  the  bay  de  Chaleurs  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  flow  into  the  sea."  .The  north 
line  of  the  grant  to  Alexander  is  from  the  source  of  the 
8i.  Croix  to  the  springhead  or  source  of  some  river  or 
stream  which  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  thence 
eastward  to  Gaape  bay,  which  communicates  with  the  gulf 
of  8t.  Lawrence  in  lat.  49  deg.  30  min.,  and  would  make 
nearly  an  east  and  west  line.  The  proclamation  of  1703 
defines  the  south  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec  as  passing 
along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and 
nlso  along  the  north  coast  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs  to  the 
gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  This  is  the  south  boundary,  and 
consequently  in  an  east  and  west  direction,  but  it  passes 
north  of  bay  de  Chaleurs,  wherefore  the  south  boun- 
dary of  the  province  mutt  of  necessity  be  north  of  bay  de 
Chaleurs.  The  eastern  boundary  is  northerly  by  the  gulf 
of  Cape  Rosters,  in  about  lat.  50  deg.  long.  64  deg.  north 
of  Gaspe  bay,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  8u  Lawrence, 
where  it  communicates  with  the  gulf  or  sea.  And  the  act 
of  Parliament  makes  this  south  side  from  this  same  bay 
along  those  highlands,  and  it  mu*i  inevitably  run  west,  or 
it  is  no  south  boundary.  Now  no  one  can  doubt  that  in 
the  proclamation  of  1763  it  was  the  intent  to  adopt  Sir 
William  Alexander's  northern  for  this  southern  boundary 
of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Indeed  it  appears  in  every  commission  to  the  Governor 
of  Nova  8eotia  and  New  Brunswick  from  1763  to  1784, 
and  after  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1 783,  that  the  province  of 
New*  Scotia  extended  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec.  It  then  irresistibly  and  inevitably  fol- 
lows that  a  west  lino  from  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  intersect- 
ing a  due  north  line  fiom  the  monument,  is  the  identical 
northwest  angle.  Now  a  line  from  Mara  Hill  direct  to 
Cape  Hosiers,  instead  of  being  easterly,  would  be  north  of 
northeast,  crossing  the  bay  de  Chaleurs.  But  passing 
along  its  north  coast,  as  the  proclamation  provides,  the  line 
from  this  Mars  Hill  must  be  more  northerly  still.  Indeed  the 
pretence  that  a  pyramidal  spur  or  peak,  such  as  thin  bill, 
should  constitute  the  range  of  highlands  mentioned  in  the 
treaty,  is  so  utterly  visionary  that  it  is  entitled  to  no  tort 
of  respect. 

We  nay  noW|  uv  the»e  facts  and  reflections,  give  this 
inquiry  a  right  direction,  to  wit:  to  the  ascertainment  of 
the  north  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is  the  southern 
boundary  of  Canada.  We  have  always  been  lured  from 
this  by  the  British  negotiators  to  the  left  or  west  of  this 
north  line  from  the  monument. 

No  one  who  is  the  least  conversant  with  the  subject  can 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  this  northwest  angle  can  be 
found  in  such  a  direction.  The  question  for  us  is,  are 
there  any  highlands  north  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  extend- 
ing in  a  western  direction,  towards  a  north  lint  drawn 
from  the  monument !  If  this  line  westerly  from  the  bay 
be  not  distinctly  marked  so  far  as  to  intersect  this  north 
line,  the  principle  is  to  extend  it  in  the  same  direction  to 
the  place  of  intersection  ;  that  is,  if  the  line  between  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada  is  west  to  within  say  thirty  miles  of  the 


north  line  from  the  monument,  and  the  rest  of  the  way  is 
indefinite  or  obscure,  extend  it  on  in  the  same  direction 
until  you  form  a  point  of  intersection,  and  this  will  be  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  But  the  truth  is,  the 
highlands  are  there,  aud  have  been  found  in  running  due 
north  from  the  Ynonument.  The  elevations  were  taken  by 
he  British  surveyor  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  at 
the  monument,  to  the  first  waters  of  the  Ristigouche;  and 
at  Mara  Hill,  forty  miles,  the  summit  of  this  isolated  su- 
gar-loaf was  1,100  feet,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  sur- 
vey at  the  Ristigouche  waters,  one  hundred  miles  further, 
the  elevation  was  1,600  feet,  consequently,  the  summit  of 
M.irs  Hill,  1,100  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  St.  Croix, 
is  600  feet  lower  than  the  lauds  at  the  Ristigonche,  and 
yet  the  pretence  is  that  there  are  no  highlands  but  this  de- 
tached spur,  Mars  Hill !  Still  further:  the  highest  position 
surveyed  is  nearly  fifty  miles  short  of  the  Metis,  which  falls 
into  the  St  Lawrence,  -and  we  do  not  perceive  that  the  ele- 
vations have  been  taken  there  at  all ;  but  we  do  find  it  is 
here  that  the  waters  separate,  and  consequently  the  land 
must  be  atill  higher. 

In  failure  of  highlands,a(cf.s«M»i'</  not  to  exist,)  the 
British  negotiators  claim  a  line  which,  instead  of  dividing 
the  St.  Lawronce  and  Atlantic  waters,  would  artuaj^  ex- 
tend between  two  riws,  both  of  which  fall  intojnt  At- 
lantic, sjfr 

To  say  nothing  of  the  absurdity,  not  to  say  ignorance, 
of  such  a  claim,  it  is  enough  that  it  is  in  the  teeth  of  the 
treaty  itself.  It  is  painful  to  repeat  the  argument  that  no 
other  highlands  were  intended,  for  all  others  were  express- 
ly excluded  but  those  which  divide  the  waters  thst  flow  in 
those  different  directions.  The  effect  of  their  construction, 
as  we  all  know,  is  to  give  them  the  whole  of  the  St.  John, 
with  all  its  tributaries,  and  a  tract  of  territory  south  of  that 
river,  equal  at  least  to  seventy-five  miles  square. 

Whether,  from  the  peaceful  spirit  of  our  Government, 
the  christian  patience  of  Maine,  er  tho  "  modest  assurance" 
of  the  British  negotiators,  any  or  all,  certain  it  is,  that  his 
Britannic  MajesfjAs  pretensions  are  growing  tvery  day.  It 
is  not  only  an  after-thought,  but  one  very  recently  conceiv- 
ed, that  we  were  to  be  driven  south  of  the  St.  John. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  agent,  (Mr.  Chipman,)  who  has 
been  lately  urging  us  south  of  that  river,  was  also  agent  to 
the  commission  under  the  treaty  of  1795,  to  ascertain  tha 
true  St.  Croix,  and  in  insisting  on  a  more  western  branch 
of  this  river,  give*  aa  a  reason,  that  a  line  due  north  will 
cross  the  St.  John's  farther  up,  whereaa,  if  you  take  an 
eastern  branch,  such  line  will  cross  near  Frederickton,  the 
seat  of  Government  of  New  Brunswick,  and  materially 
infringe  upon  his  Majesty's  province.  He  not  only  admits, 
but  contends,  that  this  north  line  must  crow  the  river. 
Here  are  hia  woids :  "  This  north  line  must  of  necessity 
cross  the  river  St.  John's."  Mr.  Linton,  the  British  min- 
ister, in  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  Chipman,  of  23d  October, 
I  1798,  recommends  a  modification  of  the  powers  of  the 
commissioner*,  for  the  reason  that  it  might  give  Great 
Britain  a  greater  extent  of  navigation  on  the  St.  John's 
river.  The  same  agent  (Mr.  Chipman)  was  also  agent  un- 
der the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  we  find 
him  contending  there,  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  the  same  designated  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander  in  1621,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  as  were 
occasioned  by  tho  erection  of  the  province  of  Quebec  in 
1763.  Now  we  have  already  seen  that  this  south  line  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  so  far  from  altering  this  north- 
west angle,  in  fact  confirms  it. 

In  perfect  accordance  with  this  disposition  to  encroach, 
ia  a  proposition  of  the  British  minister,  (Mr.  Vaugban,) 
that  inasmuch  as  the  highlands  cannot  be  found  by  a  due 
north  direction  from  the  monument,  we  should  vary  west 
until  we  should  intersect  them,  but  not  bast  !  Now  that, 
in  case  a  monument  cannot  be  found  in  the  course  prescri- 
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Iwd,  you  should  look  for  it  at  the  Up,  but  not  to  the  right, 
seems  lo  ui  i  very  Minister  proposition-  We  have  shown, 
and,  an  we  think,  conclusively,  that  the  range,  of  highlands 
is  to  be  looked  for  on  British  ground,  and  nowhere  else ; 
because  it  is  their  own  boondary,  and  a  line  which  must, 
with  an  ascertained  north  line,  form  the  angle  of  one  of 
their  own  provinces.  And  yet  we  are  not  to  eiamine  there 
at  all ;  we  have  never  explored  the  country  there,  and  are 
expected  to  yield  to  such  arrogant,  extravagant,  and  ba so- 
less  pretensions  ! 

\Ve  would  auk  why,  in  what  justice,  if  we  cannot  And 
the  object  in  the  route  prescribed,  are  we  to  be  thus  tram- 
melled t  Where  is  the  reciprocity  of  such  a  proposition,  so 
degrading  to  the  dignity  and  insulting  to  the  righto  and  lib- 
erties of  this  8tale  ?  No !  the  people  of  Maine  will  not 
now,  and  wo  trust  they  never  will,  tamely  submit  to  such 
a  one-sided  meant) re. 

The  next  restriction  or  limitation  with  which  this  nego- 
tiation is  to  be  clogged,  is  an  admission  that  the  Risli- 
gouche  and  St.  John's  aro  not  Atlantic  rivers,  because  one 
rW«  into  the  bay  de  Ohaleure,  and  the  other  into  the  bay 
of  Fundy,  yet  neither  falls  into  the  river  8t.  Lawrence. 
Theywould  then  find  those  highlands  between  the  St. 
JohnBiamnd  the  Pmiobncot.  There  cannot  be  a  more  arro- 
gant pretension  or  palpable  ahsurdisjev  Suppose  the  waters 
of  both  these  rivers  are  excluded  sallowing  neither  way, 
still  the  waters  that  flow  each  way  are  so  far  separated  as 
to  leave  a  tract  of  country  which,  if  equally  divided,  would 
carry  us  far  beyond  the  St.  John's.  But  we  admit  no  such 
hypothesis.  The  Atlantic  and  the  tea  are  used  in  the 
charters  as  synonymous  terms.  The  Rjstigouchc,  uniting 
with  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  which  communicates  with  the 
sea,  and  the  St.  John's,  uniting  with  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
which  also  communicatee  with  the  sea,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
mouth  of  ninety  miles  wide,  are  both  Atlantic  rivers. 
These  rivers  were  known  by  the  negotiators  not  to  be  St. 
Lawrence  rivert  /  they  were  known  to  exist,  for  they  were 
rivers  of  the  first  class.  If  they  were  nejtJicr  St.  Lawrence 
nor  Atlantic,  why  were  thoy  not  etceprTd  ?  They  were 
not  of  the  former,  therefore  they  must  be  included  in  the 
latter  description.  Indeed,  if  nvars  uniting  with  Atlantic 
bays  are  not  Atlantic  rivers,  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec, 
which  unite  with  the  respective  bays  of  Penobscot  and  Sa- 
giJahock,  would  not  be  Atlantic  rivers;  and  then,  where 
ire  thus*  highlands  which  divide  the  waters  referred  to  in 
the  treaty  of  1783 1  8hould  we  leave  this  question  unset- 
tled a  little  longer,  and  the  British  claims  continue  to  in- 
crease, we  might  very  soon  find  these  highlands  south  of 
the  Connecticut,  and  all  the  intermediate  country  would  be 
rteolonized  by  •«  construction."  We  therefore  invoke  the 
sympathy  of  sll  New  England,  with  New  York  besides,  to 
unite  against  this  progressive  claim— this  avalanche,  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  them  at  wtll  at  ourselves. 

Again,  if  this  Mars  Hill  (and  we  confen*  we  cannot  speak 
of  the  pretension  with  any  patience)  it  the  northwest  angle, 
and  the  north  boundary  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  south 
boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec  are  the  same,  and  north 
of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  then  there  is  indeed  no  northwest 
angle;  for  a  line  doe  north  from  the  monument,  passing 
by  Mara  Hill,  must  pursue  nearly  the  same  direction  to  get 
to  the  north  of  that  bay  without  crossing  it ;  and  who  ever 
thought  of  an  angle  at  the  aide  of  a  continuous  line  1  Now, 
according  lo  the  British  maps,  taken  in  this  very  case,  you 
must  run  a  course  of  north,  about  fourteen  degrees  east,  to 
obtain  the  north  side  of  the  bay  without  crossing  it,  and 
the  distance  would  be,  in  this  almost  due  north  direction, 
more  than  one  hundred  miles,  while  that  from  the  monu- 
ment to  Mars  Hill  would  be  little  more  than  forty.  Now, 
when  we  consider  that  this  northerly  line  most  form  nearly 
a  right  angle  to  pass  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay  de 
Chaleurs,  that  this  is  one  hundred  miles  farther  north  than 
Hill,  where,  instead  of  an  angle,  tone  can  ha  only 
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absurdity  than  the  British  claim,  founded  on  these  fa  it* 

We  will  now  present  some  facts  and  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  surveys  and  exploring*  msdr  by  the  commission 
under  the  6lh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent :  and  the  first 
fact  that  occurs  is,  that  the  elevations  taken  by  the  British 
far  short  of  where  the  waters  divide,  and  we 
that  these  elevations  were  carried  through  by 
our  own  surveyors.  If  the  British  surveyor,  after  ascer- 
taining he  was  still  attending,  and  had,  in  fact,  arrived  at 
the  landa,  at  a  brand}  a/a  rtver  elevated  five  hundred  feet 
above  the  summit  of  Mara  Hill,  found  it  prudent  to  Hop 
short,  we  see  no  good  reason  why  the  American  agent  did 
take  accurate  elevations  at  a 
If  such  a  survey  was  made,  the  < 
mi i ice  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  evidence;  it  is  not 
irf  tho  maps  or  documents  in  the  library  or  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  committee  believe  that  no  such 
elevntions  have  boon  taken  northerly  of  the  firat  wafer*  of 
the  Ristigouche.  It  is,  indeed,  a  little  singular  that  w*> 
have  so  little  evidence,  not  only  in  regard  to  this  height  of 
land,  but  also  of  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  St.  I-aw- 
rence  to  the  left,  and  especially  to  the  right  of  the  north 
line  from  the  monument. 

We  know  some  of  them,  to  be  sure,  such  aa  the  Otlle, 
Kamonska,  Verte,  Trots  PistoUt,  Re.mou*kty,  and  Me- 
tit,  on  the  left,  and  the  Blanche,  Lout's,  Magdalen,  and 
others,  on  the  right  of  this  lino,  but  we  know  them  chiefly 
aa  on  maps,  and  as  transcribed  from  older  maps,  hot  very 
little  from  actual  survey  or  even  exploration.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  sources  of  thow  rivers  at  the  right  of  this 
north  line,  with  the  important  natural  boundary,  the  north 
shore  of  the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  would  accurately  define  the 
divisional  line  between  the  province  ef  Quebec  and  Nora 


line,  and  thus  form  the  northwest  angle  of  ^ova  I 

It  moreover  appears  that  little  or  no  exploration  has  been 
made  of  the  land*  east  of  the  due  north  line.  It  seems 
strange  to  us,  although  it  may  be  satisfactorily  explained, 
why  we  should  have  been  drawn  away  from  this  very  im- 
portant region.  It  is,  indeed,  the  true  source  of  inquiry. 
In  this  direction  the  evidence  la  to  be  found;  and  Maine 
can  never  be  satieticd  until  it  is  looked  for  here. 

An  extraordinary  method  of  adjusting  this  question, 
though  in  perfect  accordance  with  other  pretentions,  has 
been  proposed  by  Great  Britain — that  the  disputed  territory 
should  be  divided  in  equal  portions,  each  party  being  satis- 
fied of  the  justice  of  its  claims.  To  this  proposition  wa 
cannot  subscribe.  It  is  equally  unjust  between  nations  and 
individuals.  Whether  a  party  in  controversy  is  satisfied 
or  not  with  the  justice  of  his  claims,  is  what  ie  only  known 
to  himself,  and,  consequently,  the  one  whose  claims  are 
most  exhorbitant,  however  unjust,  will  alwsys  grt  the  best 
end  of  the  bargain.  But  such  a  rule  wouldr  in  this  . 
apply  most  unfortunately  to  Maine.  We  are 
farthest,  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  a 
there,  while  the  British  may  extend  their  claims  to  the 
south  and  weat  indefinitely.  Establish  this  principle,  and 
we  shall  soon  find  their  claims,  already  so  progressive, 
stretched  over  to  the  Piscataqua,  and  then  if  we  are  to  di- 
vide equally  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  the  divis- 
ional line  then  would  fall  south  of  the  Kennebec.  If  the 
want  of  the  consent  of  Maine  is  the  obstacle  to  i 
justment,  we  trust  it  will  always  remain  an 
one.  Indeed,  we  protest  against  the  application  to  us  of 
surh  a  rule,  as  manifestly  unequal  and  unjuat. 

We  come  now  to  the  recent  transactions  of  the  British 
colonial  authorities,  sanctioned,  aa  it  appears,  by  the  Gov-  " 
ernment  at  home;  and  we  regret  to  perceive  in  thcrn,  also, 
those  I 
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of  July,  1833,  proposes  that,  "until  the  matter  be  brought 
to  a  final  conclusion,  both  parties  should  refrain  from  the 
exercise  of  jurisdiction;"  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  in  reply  of 
14th  April,  1833,  in  behalf  of  his  Government,  "entirely 
concurs."  Here,  then,  the  faith  of  the  two  Governments 
is  pledged  to  abstain  from  acta  of  jurisdiction  until  all  is 
settled.  Now,  bow  are  the  facta  ?  We  understand,  and, 
indeed,  it  appears  by  documents  herewith  exhibited,  that  an 
act  has  passed  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick,  "incor- 
porating the  8t.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  railroad  company  ;" 
that  the  King  has  granted  £10,000  to  aid  the  enterprise,  and 
that  the  Legialature  of  Lower  Canada,  by  its  resolutions  of 
both  Houses,  haa  approved  the  scheme  and  promised  it* 
co-operation.  It  may  be  that  the  Government  at  home  was 
not  aware  that  this  railroad  must  inevitably  cross  the  dis- 
puted territory. 

But  this  ignorance  of  the  subject  seems  incredible.  A 
railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to  Quebec  would  be  impossible 
unless  it  crossed  the  territory  in  question — even  next  to 
impossible  and  totally  useless  were  it  to  pass  at  the  north  of 
the  8t.  John's.  It  seems  therefore  extraordinary  indeed, 
that  the  British  Government,  even  in  the  incipient  stages 
of  this  enterprise,  should  make  an  appropriation  which  is 
in  direct  violation  of  its  aol«mn  pledge.  To  give  to  a  rail- 
road corporation  powers  over  our  rights  and  property  is  the 
strongest  act  of  sovereignty.  It  is  an  act  of  delegated  power 
which  we  ourselves  give  to  our  own  citizens  with  extreme 
caution,  and  with  guarded  restrictions  and  reaervations. 
This  railroad  must  not  only  cross  the  disputed  territory, 
but  it  crosses  it  fifty  miles  south  of  the  8t.  John's,  and  al- 
most to  the  southerly  extremity  of  the  British  claim,  extrav- 
agant an  it  is.  By  the  map  herewith  exhibited  of  the  survey 
of  the  route,  it  appears  that  the  road  crosses  our  due  north 
line  at  Mars  Hill,  thence  doubling  round  it  towards  the 
south,  it  crosses  the  Roostic  between  the  Great  and  Little 
Machias,  the  Alleguaah  at  the  outlet  of  First  Lake,  a  branch 
of  the  St.  John's  south  of  Black  river,  and  passes  into 
Csnada  between  "Spruce  Hills"  on  the  right,  and  "Three 
Hills"  on  the  left,  thus  crossing  a  tract  of  country  south  of 
the  8t.  John's,  one  hundred  by  fifty  miles.  We  have  not 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  say  that  the  route  there  defined  is  the 
same  as  on  (he  map.  Be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  as 
any  one  will  ace,  that  no  possible  mute  can  be  devised 
which  will  not  cross  the  territory  in  question.  It  is,  then, 
s  deliberate  act  of  power,  palpable  and  direct,  claiming  and 
exercising  sovereignty  far  south  even  of  the  line  recommend- 
ed by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands. 

In  all  our  inquiries  and  examinations  of  this  subject  there 
has  been  great  negligence  in  regard  t*  this  northwest  angle. 
Judge  Benson,  one  of  the  commissioners  under  Jay's  treaty, 
in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  expressly 
and  clearly  defines  this  angle.  He  states  distinctly  that 
the  due  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  ia  the 
west  side  line,  and  the  highlands  are  the  north  side  line 
which  form  ibis  angle,  and  this  had  never  been  questioned 
by  the  British  themselves. 

This  due  north  line,  viz:  the  west  side  line,  was  estab- 
lished by  the  commission  of  which  Judge  Benson  was  a 
member,  and  the  British  have  made  the  north  aide  line  to 
bet  north  of  the  bay  de  Ch.ilcura,  and  yet  with  these  postu- 
lates, to  pretend  that  the  points  of  intersection  cannot  lie 
found,  ia  one  of  the  greatest  of  their  absurdities.  And 
another  absurdity  quite  equal  is,  that,  after  passing  west 
along  the  north  shore  of  this  bay,  they  would  fall  down 
nearly  south  more  than  ono  hundred  uiilra  to  Mars  Hill, 
about  sixty  miles  from  the  south  shore  of  the  province,  at 
the* bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  ia  a  part  of  the  bay  of 
Fundy ;  and  this  point,  too,  of  so  little  inclination,  that 
it  is  a  palpable  perversion  of  language  to  coil  it  an  angle, 
much  moro  a  northwest  angle. 

It  is  indeed  time  for  us  to  begin  to  search,  snd  in  the 


right  places  too,  in  order  to  put  a  atop  to  these  perpetual 
encroachments  upon  our  territory  and  rights.  Our  first 
object  should  be  to  ascertain  and  trace  tho  north  boundary 
of  Nova  8colia,  which  is  the  aouth  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  see  if  Canada  comes  aa  far  down  as 
Mars  Hill.  And  we  should  proceed  to  finish  taking  the 
clevaliona  on  the  due  north  line  to  some  point  where  the 
waters  divide.  The  General  Government  ahould  be  imme- 
diately called  on  to  execute  the  work,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  Notice  ahould  be  given  to 
the  British  authorities  to  unite  in  the  undertaking,  and,  if 
they  refuse,  our  Government  ought  to  proceed  ex  parte. 
The  act  would  be  entirely  pacific,  as  the  object  would  be 
to  ascertain  facta;  much  more  pacific  than  the  eurvey, 
without  notice,  of  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  railroad, 
through  our  territory,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a 
boundary,  but  to  assume  jurisdiction. 

Your  committee  have  gone  through  this  tedious  investi- 
gation with  all  tho  deliberation,  exactness,  and  candor, 
which  our  time,  means,  and  feelinga  would  allow.  Our 
animadversions  may,  in  aome  instances,  have  been  strong, 
aud  even  severe,  but  we  think  we  have  expressed  the  sen- 
timents and  feeling*  of  the  people  of  Maine,  suffering  under 
protracted  injuries.  This  Stale  should  take  a  firm;  delib- 
erate, and  dignified  stand,  und  one  which  it  will  not  retract 
W'lule  it  awards  to  the  General  Government  all  its  legitimate 
powers,  it  will  not  be  forgetful  of  its  own.  We  call  upon 
the  President  and  Congress;  we  invoke  that  aid  and  sym- 
pathy of  our  sister  State  which  Maine  has  always  accorded 
to  them;  we  ask,  nay,  we  demand,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
how  long  we  are  to  be  thus  trampled  down  by  a  foreign 
people?  and  we  truat  we  ahall  meet  a  cordial  and  patriotic 
response  in  the  breast  of  every  republican  of  the  Union. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reso- 
lutions. 

L.  J.  HAM. 

NATH'L  8.  LITTLEFIELD, 


SAM  I  LL  P.  BENSON, 
EBENEZER  RIOGIN8, 
JOHN  R.  REDMAN, 
JOHN  HOLMES, 
J.  A.  LOWELL, 
NATHAN  IDE, 
DANIEL  8MALL, 
SEWALL  PRE8COTT, 
KI'HRAIM  WEEK8, 
JAME8  BURBANK, 
CHARLES  HUNT, 
JOHN  D.  RICHARDS,- 


of  He  Senate. 


►  of  the  House. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Hewitts  relative  to  the  Sortheaatern  Boundary. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  much  solicitude  tho  Orn- 
ish usurpations  end  encroachments  on  the  Northeastern 
part  of  the  territory  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  pretensions  so  groundless  and  extrava- 
gant indicate  a  spirit  of  hostility  which  we  had  no  reason 
to  expect  from  a  nation  with  whom  we  sre  at  |»eace. 

Resolved,  That  vigilance,  resolution,  firmness,  and  union 
on  the  part  of  thu  State,  are  necessary  in  this  state  of 
the  controversy. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  and  request- 
ed to  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  Northeastern  boundary  of  this  State  to  be  explored 
and  surveyed  aud  monuments  erected  according  to  the 
treaty  or  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  co  operation  of  Massachusetts  be 
requested. 

Rr*olred,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  \>v^ftstrueted 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
1  speedy  adjustment  of  the  controversy. 
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Rooked,  That  copies  of  this  report  and  resolution  be 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  other  Senators  in  Con- 
gress, and  the  Governors  of  the  several  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  24,  1837. 


In  Senate,  March  25,  1838 


H.  HAMLIN,  Speaker. 
Read  and  passed. 


Msrch  25,  1837. 


J.  C.  TALBOT, 
Approved : 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Executive  Department, 
Augusta,  June  27,  1837. 
8i»:  I  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  your  excel- 
lency a  copy  of  a  letter  from  8ir  John  Harvey,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  also  a 
letter  from  J.  A.  Maclauchlan  to  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  re- 
alum  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Ebenezer  8. 


It 

Greely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  with  high  considerations,  your 
obedient  servant.  ROBERT  P.  DUN  LA  P. 

His  Excellency  Marti*  Vak  Bcnx*. 

resident  ^f  the  t'  •  x  it  c  d  ^States* 

■  — — —  - 

GoVRRRMENT  HOUSE,  FreDEUICKTO*,  N.  B., 

June  12,  1837. 
Sin:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  excel- 
lency under  dale  the  6th  instant,  announcing  my  assump- 
tion of  the  administration  of  this  Government,  a  report  has 
been  laid  before  me  by  the  warden  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, a  copy  of  which  I  feel  it  to  be  an  act  of  courtesy  to- 
wards your  excellency  to  lose  no  time  in  communicating 
to  you. 

In  including  the  territory  with  n  the  limits  of  the  Brit- 
ish claim  in  the  census  which  "  Ebenezer  Greely"  appears 
to  have  been  instructed  to  take  of  the  population  of  the 
county  of  "Penobscot,"  be  has  evidently  acted  in  ignor- 
ance or  under  a  misconception  of  the  subsisting  relations 
betwixt  England  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
I  csnnot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that  your  excellency  will 
lose  no  time  in  causing  to  be  explained  and  removed. 
Though  necessarily  committed  to  confinement,  I  have  de- 
aired  that  every  regard  may  be  shown  to  Greely's  personal 
convenience,  consistent. with  the  position  in  which  he  has 
"voluntarily"  placed  himself:  I  uhc  this  expression  be- 
cause, as  your  excellency  will  observe,  Greely  was  inform- 
ed by  the  warden  that  if  he  would  deaist  from  the  act  in 
which  he  was  engaged  and  the  language  which  he  was 
holding  to  tbo  people  of  the  Madawaska  settlement,  (acts 
constituting  not  only  an  interference  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  jurisdiction  of  this  province,  b«t  the  positive  ex- 
ercise within  its  limits  of  actual  jurisdiction,  however  un- 
authorized on  the  part  of  the  Stale  of  Maine,)  and  would 
withdraw  from  this  district,  he  should  be  allowed  to  do  so, 
otherwise,  that  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  up- 
on him  by  his  office,  he  (the  warden)  who  is  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
prehending, in  order  to  make  him  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  province.  This  proposal  Greely  rejected,  arid  was  ac- 
cordingly committed  to  jail,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law.  In  the  mean  time,  as  an  evidence  of  my  desire  to 
cultivate  the  most  friendly  understanding  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  which  Greely  is  a  citizen,  I  lose  no 
time  in  saying  that,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from  your 
excellency  that  your  authority  shall  be  exerted  in  restrain- 
ing this«%r  any  other  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maine  from 
adopting  proceedings  within  the  British  limits,  (as  claim. 


ed.)  calculated  to 

thia  province,  and  to  disturb  and  unsettle  the 
portion  of  its  inhabitants  residing  in  the  disputed  territo- 
ries, until  Uie  question  in  dispute  be  brought  to  a  final  set- 
tlement, Greely  shall  be  immediately  enlarged. 

Trusting  that  your  excellency  will  see  in  this  proposition 
an  anxious  desire  on  my  part  to  redeem  the  :  " 
in  my  communication  of  the  6th  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency'* 


J.  HARVEY, 
M.  G.t  Lt. 
His  Excellency  the  (jotbrnor 

of  the  State  of  Ma 


Freiiericrtok,  New  Brvvbwice, 

June  10, 

Mat  it  pl> are  tour  Excellency  :  In  obedienco  to 
your  excellency's  instructions,  communicated  to  me  through 
the  Advocate  General,  in  the  absence  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  Generals  I  have  now  the  honor  to  renort,  for  the 
information  of  your  excellency,  that  I  proceeded  with  the 
least  possible  delay  to  the  Madawaska  settlement.  On  my 
arrival  at  the  Great  falls,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from 
hence,  I  was  informed  that  the  American  citizen,  Ebenezer 
8.  Greely,  had  passed  up  the  day  previous,  for  the  purpose  of 
again  proceeding  with  the  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mad- 
awaska, under  authority  from  the  Slate  of  Maine.  Aware 
of  the  probable  excitement  that  would  naturally  arise  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  from  this  circumstance,  and 
at  the  Bame  time  fully  convinced  that  bis  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment would  but  regret  any  unnecessary  misunderstand- 
ing during  the  pending  negotiation,  I  thought  it  advi- 
sable to  call  upon  Mr.  Coombs,  a  magistrate  residing 
twelve  miles  above  the  falls,  and  request  him  to  accompany 
me,  which  he  readily  did,  to  witness  the  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  Greely  and  myself. 

We  then  proceeded,  and  overtook  Mr.  Greely  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Green  river,  about  twenty-four  miles  from  the 
falls,  having  ascertained  by  the  inhabitants,  as  he  passed 
up  the  river,  that  Mr.  Greely  was  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious day  employed  in  taking  down  their  names,  number 
of  each  family,  and  stating  they  would  shortly  receive 
from  the  Stale  of  Maine,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding 
three  dollars  for  each  head  of  family,  out  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  United  Stales. 

I  required  Mr.  Greely  to  show  me  his  instructions  for 
exercising  authority  in  Madawaska,  when  he  handed  me  a 
document,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose  to  your  ex 
cellcncy,  and  after  perusing  the  same  I  returned  it  with  my 
opinion  that  I  really  thought  he  (Mr.  Greely)  had  mistaken 
the  intention  of  his  instructions,  as  no  allusion  was  made 
either  to  that  settlement  or  the  territory  in  dispute,  atid 
therefore,  if  he  would  then  desist  in  taking  the  census,  I 
would  take  no  notice  of  what  had  passed.  Moreover,  in 
reply  to  my  advice  and 'request,  he  (Mr.  Greely)  remon- 
strated, and  attempted  to  make  it  appear  that  be  would  be- 
fully  borne  out  by  his  Government  in  what  he  had  done; 
and  that  it  was  also  bis  intention  to  complete  the  census  if 
he  was  not  prevented.  This  reply  I  regret  having  left  me 
no  alternative  but  to  make  him  a  prisoner,  which  I  did  on 
Wednesday  the  7th  instant.  On  Friday  evening  I  arrived 
at  Fredcrickton,  and  this  morning,  (Saturday,)  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Advocate  Generals,  I  committed  him  to  the  jail 
of  the  county  of  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  . 

J.  A.  MACLAUCHLAN, 
Warden  of  the  disputed  territory. 
His  Excellency  Maj.  Gen.  Sir  Jon*  market. 
Lieutenant  Governor,  dr. 
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STATB  OF  MAINE. 
Exectjtivb  Department,  June  19,  1837. 
8ib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellency  the 
copy  of  ■  letter  which  came  to  hand  by  the  last  mail,  by 
which  it  appear*  that  Ebcnexcr  8.  Greely,  Esq.,  the  agent 
employed  by  the  county  commissioner*  for  the  county  of 
Penobscot  to  take  the  census  of  the  town  of  Madawa-ska, 
has  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  is  now  incarcerated  tu  the  jail  at  Frede- 
rick too. 

In  this  slate  of  things  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
make  this  communication  to  your  excellency,  and  to  insist 
that  prompt  measures  be  adopted  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  8tate«  to  effect  the  early  release  of  the  afore- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
•errant,  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

His  Excellency  Ma  arm  Van  Bur  en, 

Pruidettt  of  the  United  W«/cj. 

Frerericetor,  Province  New  Brunswick, 

June  IS,  1837. 
8ir  :  On  the  15th  of  May  last,  I  was  appointed  by  the 
county  cominUaioners  of  Penobscot  county  to  take  the 
census  of  Ma<lawo?ka  On  the  6th  of  June  instant,  I  wa» 
arrested  by  Mr.  Maelaucblan,  from  this  place,  and  commit- 
ted to  jail  by  him,  and  there  I  now'  remain  in  the  prison  at 
Fredcrickton.  I  was  committed  on  the  10th  instant.  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  10th,  which  has  gone  by 
tbo  way  of  Su  Andrew's.  Fearing  that  letter  will  not  ar- 
rive soon,  I  write  again  to-day  by  wuy  of  Houlton.  I 
have  described  my  arrest  more  particularly  in  my  fiist  letter, 
which  you  will  undoubtedly  receive  before  long;  therefore, 
I  only  give  the  fact*  in  this,  having  a  chance,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  Mr.  Lombard,  of  Hallowell,  of  forwarding  this 
to  Houlton  privately.  I  was  employed  in  business  of  the 
State,  and  do  expect  my  Government  will  intercede  and 
liberate  me  from  prison  in  a  foreign  and  adjacent  province. 
I  "hall  be  pressed  to  receive  a  line  from  you  expressing 
your  opinion,  direction,  Ac. 
I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

EBENEZER  8.  GREELY. 
P.  Dc^ttir,  Esq. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE, 

Washittgton,  June  26,  1807. 
8tm :  I  ha«e  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President, 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  him  of  the  19th 


nclosing  the  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the 
12th  of  the  same  month,  addressed  to  you  by  Ebeneser  8. 
Greely,  Esq.,  the  agent  employed  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners for  the  county  of  Penobscot  to  take  the  census  of 
the  town  of  Madawaska ;  from  which  it  appears  that  he 
has  been  arrosled  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  is  now  in  confinement  in  the  jail  at 
Frejnrickton ;  and  insisting  that  prompt  measures  be 
adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  effect 
the  early  release  of  the  above-named  citizen. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  outrage,  as  given  in 
Mr.  Greely's  letter,  are  not  sufficient,  in  the  view  of  the 
President,  to  warrant  the  interference  of  the  Government 
at  present.  For  what  cause,  at  what  place,  and  by  what 
authority,  the  arrest  was  made,  is  not  stated.  The  neces- 
sary explanations  may  be  found,  perhaps,  in  the  previons 
communication  which  Mr.  Greely  refers  to  as  having  been 
addressed  to  you  by  him  on  the  10th  June;  if  not,  it  is 
probable  that  you  will  easily  be  able  to  obtain  explicit  in- 
formation from  other  sources,  and  communicate  it  to  this 
Department.  Tt  is  indispensable  that  a  full  knowledge  of 
Vol.  XIV.— A  14 


all  the  facts  illustrative  of  the  case  should  be  in  possesion 
of  the  Government  before  any  formal  application  for  redrew 
can  bo  properly  preferred. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have,  in  conversation,  unofficially 
called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister  at 
Washington,  to  this  complaint,  and  be  has  given  me  an 
assurance  that  he  will  immediately  address  a  representation 
on  the  subject  to  the  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  request- 
ing, unlese  there  shall  be  Home  very  extraordinary  reason* 
against  it,  that  Mr.  Greely  may  be  set  at  liberty. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FOR8YTH. 

His  Excellency  Robkrt  P.  Dcslaf,  Esq. 

Governor  of  Maine. 


STATE  OF 

Executive  Department,  July  3,  1837. 
8m :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  rereive  yours  of  the  26th 
of  June  last,  in  which,  by  direction  of  the  President,  you 
indicate  that  the  circumstances  detailed  in  Mr.  Greely's 
letter  relative  to  his  arrest  and  imprisonment  are  not  of 
themselves,  without  further  explanation,  sufficient  to  justify 
the  interference  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
This  information  is  received  with  some  surprise,  and  much 
regret:  surprise,  because  I  had  understood  Mr.  Greely's 
communication  to  show,  that  while  employed  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  and  under  its  authority,  on  a  business 
intrusted  to  him  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  he  was,  without 
being  charged  or  suspected  of  any  other  offence,  seized  and 
transported  to  a  foreign  jail;  regret,  inasmuch  as  the  feel- 
ings of  the  (leople  of  this  State  have  been  strongly  excited 
by  this  outrage  upon  the  honor  and  sovereignty  of  Maine  ; 
and  each  additional  day's  confinement  which  that  unof- 
fending citizen  endures,  is  adding  to  the  indignation  of  our 
citizens.  I  therefore  beaten  to  lay  before  you  a  summary 
of  the  transactions  connected  with  this  subject,  as  they  are 
gathered  from  Mr.  Greely's  communications  to  this  De- 
partment.  The  facts  are  to  Iks  considered  the  kt^s  indis- 
putable, because  I  hey  are  in  the  main  con  filmed  by  the 
.statements  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  by  whose  order 
the  imprisonment  waa  made,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  recent- 
ly bad  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  President. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  the  Legislature  of  this 
Stale  passed  an  act  relative  to  the  surplus  revenue,  a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed,  to  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thir- 
teenth sections  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention. 
An  additional  act  was  passed  on  the  29th  day  of  March 
last,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose.  By  this  last-named 
act,  it  becarao  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners  of 
Penobscot  county  to  cause  an  enumeration  to  be  taken  of 
the  inhabitants  of  said  county  residing  north  of  the  aor- 
veyed  and  located  townships.  The  tract  thus  denned  com- 
prised the  town  of  Madawaska,  which  was  incorporated  by 
this  8tate  on  the  1 5th  of  March,  1831 .  Pwauont  to  that 
requirement,  the  county  commissioners  of  said  county  ap- 
pointed Ebeiiezer  S.  Greely  to  perform  that  service ;  and 
being  duly  commissioned,  he  forthwith  proceeded  to  the 
place  designated,  and  entered  upon  the  required  operations. 
Being  thus  employed,  lie  was,  on  the  29lh  day  of  May 
last,  arrested  by  the  authorities  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  conveyed  to  Woodstock,  in  the  county  of 
Carlelon,  in  said  province;  but  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
refused  to  commit  him  to  jnil,  and  he  wa*  accordingly  dis- 
charged. He  immediately  returned  to  the  Madawaska 
settlements,  to  enter  again  upon  the  duty  intrusted  to  him. 
On  the  6th  day  of  June  last,  he  was  arrested  a  second 
time  by  the  same  authorities,  and  committed  to  the  jail  at 
Frederickton.  It  is  for  this  act  of  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  his  Government,  that  Mr.  Greely  now  lies  incarcerated 
in  a  public  jail  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  la 
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not  redress  urgently  called  for  1  Musi 
citizen  l>o  immediately  released  ! 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  add  my  confident  belief  that  the  Pre- 
sident, on  thia  presentation  of  the  facta  relative  to  tbia  out- 
rage upon  the  national  as  well  aa  the  8tats  rights,  will  not 
fail  to  demand  the  immediate  release  of  Ebenexer  8.  (freely, 
and  to  interpose  suitable  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  wrongs 
so  wantonly  enforced  upon  liiui. 

I  am,  verv  respectful  Iv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  P.  DUN  LA  P. 

Hon.  Johw  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  Slate  of  United  Statu. 

An  additional  act  providing  for  the  distribution  and  repay- 
ment of  the  public  money  apportioned  to  the  State  of 
Maine  on  deposite  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
8tatce. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jtlrp  ■ 
rtxaitativet  in  Legislature  assembled,  That  the  time  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  cities,  towns,  and  plantations,  in 
which  to  take  the  census  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the 
State  treasurer  is  hereby  extended. to  the  twentieth  day  of 
June  next 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  distribute  the  amount  of  the  second  in- 
stalment of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  according  to  the  number  of  their  respec 
tivo  scholars,  as  borne  on  the  school  fund  apportionment 
of  the  present  year.  And  the  third  instalment  shall  be 
distributed  according  to  the  same  apportionment,  unions 
die  census  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional 
shall  be  fully  made,  and  the  returns  thereof  to  the  treasu- 
rer completed,  by  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  third  and  fourth 
i nstal men U  shall  be  distributed  among  the  towns,  planta- 
tions, cities,  and  unincorporated  places,  in  such  manner  as 
that  the  aggregate  of  the  four  instalments  shall  be  in  exact 
proportion  to  their  population,  as  ascertained  by 


Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
enumeration  required  by  the  act  aforesaid  to  be  takeu  by 
the  county  coinminoionem,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  Penobscot  to  take  the  enu- 
meration or  census  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  re- 
siding north  of  the  surveyed  and  located  townships. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  treasurer  be 
directed  to  cause  the  first  section  of  this  act  to  be  forthwith 
published  in  all  the  newspspers  that  publish  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  to  which 
this  is  additional,  and  also  this  act,  shall  lake  effect  and 
be  in  forco  from  the  times  of  the  passsge  thereof  reflec- 
tively. 

(Approved  by  the  Governor  March  20,  1837.] 

1 1th,  12th  and  13th  sections  of  an  act  providing  for  the 
disposition  slid  repayment  of  the  public  money  appor- 
tioned to  the  State  of  Maine  on  deposite  bv  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  11.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thet,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  population  of  the  scvc-rul  cities,  towns,  and 
plantations,  in  this  State,  the  aldermen  of  cities,  the  select- 
men of  towns,  and  the  assessor*  of  plantations,  are  hereby 
authorized,  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  cities,  towns, 
and  plantations,  to  cause  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  (omitting  in  such  enumeration  foreigners  not 
naturalized,  whose  residence  has  not  been  established  at 
least  four  years  in  any  of  the  Cities,  towns,  or  plantations, 
or  other  place  wherein  »uch  enumeration  is  to  be  made, 
and  Indians  not  taxed,;  to  tie  taken,  according  to  the  di- 
ione  of  this  act.    The  said  enumeration  shall  distin- 


guish all  persons  under  the  age  of  four  years;  those  of 
four  and  under  twenty -one;  and  those  of  twenty -one  and 
upwards,  belonging  to  each  city,  town,  and  plantation  to 
this  8tate,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty -seven. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
selectmen,  or  assessors,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  i 
be  appointed  by  them  for  that  purpose,  shall  respectively, 
before  entering  upon  the  performance  of  their  duty  as 
aforesaid,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
some  justice  of  the  peace,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duties,  in  substance  as  follows: 

I,  ,  of  ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 

that  I  will  '.ruly  and  faithfully  make  a  full  and  perfect  en- 
umeration and  description  of  the  persons  resident  within 
the  of  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  and  return  the  same  to  the  treasurer 
of  Maine,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  entitled. 
"  an  act  providing  for  the  disposition  and  repayment  of  the 
public  mouey  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  deposit? 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  according  to  the 
beat  of  my  ability ;  and  that  1  will  make  said  enumeration 
and  description  by  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling-bouse 

in  said  or  personal  inquiry  of  the  bead  of  every  family, 

and  not  otherwise. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  said  enumeration 
shall  be  fully  completed,  and  accurate  return*  thereof  made 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  April  next ;  which  returns  shall  be  made  in  a  schedule, 
the  form  of  which  (with  the  form  of  the  oath  specified  in 
this  section)  shall  be  provided  and  furnished  by  said  treas- 
urer, and  they  shall  distinguish  the  several  families  by  the 
name  of  their  master,  mistress,  or  bead.  And  the  {person 
tskiug  such  enumeration  *hall  take  and  subscribe  upon 
the  returns  rendered  by  him,  an  oath  or  affirmation  as 
follows : 

I,  —  ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the 

number  of  persons  set  forth  in  the  return  made  by  me, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  art  cutilled  "  an  act  pio- 
viding  for  the  disposition  and  repayment  of  the  pubira 
money  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Maine  on  deposits  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,"  has  been  ascertain- 
ed by  an  actual  inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house,  or  a  per- 
sonal inquiry  of  the  head  of  every  family,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  and  that  the  return  afore- 
said is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief.  A.  B. 

And  the  blank  forms  which  the  treasurer  is  to  transmit 
shsll  be  forwarded  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  cause  the  same  to  be  forthwith 
distributed  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  cities,  towns,  and 
plantations.  And  the  sheriff's  bill  therefor  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  for  allowance. 

DtPARTMicxT  or  Stats, 

Washington,  July  14,  1837. 

8ia  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  baa  been  received. 
The  surprise  you  express  that  the  information  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Greely,  which  accompanied  your  former 
communication,  was  not  considered  sufficient  to  enable  the 
President  to  make  a  formal  application  to  lite  British  Go- 
vernment for  his  release,  has  probably  arisen  from  your 
not  having  adverted  particularly  to  the  defects  of  his  stats- 
menu  It  was  not  expressly  mentioned  for  what  offence 
j  the  arrest  was  made,  nor  where  it  took  place,  upon  the 
I  territory  in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  or  beyond  it.  The  character  of  the  charge  and 
the  place  at  which  the  offence  was  committed  might  have 
been  inferred  from  what  was  staled-,  but  you  must  perceivt 
the  impropriety  of  a  formal  complaint  from  one  Govern- 
ment to  another  founded  upon  inference,  when  the  means 
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or  ascertaining  and  presenting  the  (acta  distinctly  were 
within  the  power  of  the  party  complaining.  But  although 
thia  Department  felt  itself  constrained  by  those  considera- 
tions to  delay  a  forma,!  application  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  the  release  of  Mr.  Greely,  it  lost  no  time,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  in  procuring  the  interference  to  that 
end  of  the  British  minister  near  thia  Government ;  and  I 
have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  learnt 
from  him  that  he  has  opened  a  correspondence  with  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  lead  to  the  release  of  Greely  from  confinement, 
without  waiting  for  the  decision  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  whole  question. 

The  information  communicated  to  the  Department  since 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  is  sufficiently 
explicit,  and  a  note  founded  upon  it  has  been,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  instructing 
him  to  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  Mr.  Greely, 
and  indemnity  for  his  imprisonment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Hon.  Rob  kit  P.  Dtnrtar, 

Gmernor  of  the  State  of  Maine. 
P.  8.  The  papers  asked  for  in  your  letter  of  the  27lh 
ultimo  will  be  sent  to  yon. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Executive  Dkvaktickvt, 

Augusta,  June  27,  1887. 
8ra  :  I  would  respectfully  solicit  copies  of  all  documents 
and  papers  in  the  Department  of  8taleof  the  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary, 
with  the  exception  of  mirh  ns  were  furnished  this  depart- 
ment by  the  General  Government  In  the  year  18*7.  It  is 
understood  that  copies  hav*  been  furnished  relative  to  this 
subject  down  to  the  repmire  statements  submitted  by  the 


to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
nut  Iteen  furnished  with. 

rour  oliedient  servant, 
ROBERT  P.  DUN  LAP. 
Hun.  Johx  FonsrTB, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  State*. 

Defabtxxict  or  Statu, 

Washington,  July  19,  1837. 
8ib  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  37th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  printed  volume,  containing  a  statement  on  the  part  of 
the  United  8tates  of  the  case  referred,  in  pursuance  of  the 
convention  of  the  29th  September,  1827,  between  the  said 
States  and  Great  Britain,  to  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
for  his  decision  thereon,  and  to  refer  you,  for  such  other 
papers  ami  documents  in  relation  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  as  have  not  been  specially  furnished  by  this  De- 
partment to  the  Executive  of  Maine,  to  the  following  num- 
bera  in  the  volumes  of  document*  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  distributed  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
grea*,  and  which  have  been  from  lime  to  time  transmitted 
to  the  several  8tate  Governments,  including  that  of  Maine. 

Documents  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
1st  session  20th  Congress,  No.  217,  218. 
3d  session  20th  Congress,  No.  90. 
2d  session  23d  Congress,  No.  63. 

Documents  of  the  Senate. 
1st  session  24th  Congress,  No.  414. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  Rob  rut  P.  Dvblap, 

•  of  Maine. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 
Exkcctitb  DtFABTMBBT,  July  28,  1837. 
Sim  :  Impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  arising  from  the  over- 
sight committed  to  me  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
State,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  attention  of  your  excellency 
to  tho  subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  Maine.  By 
the  Federal  compact,  the  obligation  of  defending  each  8tate 
against  foreign  invasion,  and  of  protecting  it  in  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdictional  rights  up  to  its  extreme  line  of  bound- 
ary,  is  devolved  upon  the  National  Government.  Permit 
me  respectfully  to  inform  the  President  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Maine,  the  justice  due  to  this  State,  in  this 
respect,  has  not  been  rendered. 

Let  it  not  be  suspected  that  the  discontents  which  are 
moving  strongly  and  deeply  through  the  public  mind,  flow 
from  any  deficiency  of  attachment  or  practical  adhesion  to 
our  National  Government.  Without  appealing  to  the  blood 
so  freely  poured  out  in  war  by  the  citizens  of  Maine ;  to 
the  privations  ao  cheerfully  endured  while  the  restrictive 
measures  of  the  Government  were  prostrating  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  this  commercial  people,  or  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Union  so  cordially  given  through  every  vki**i- 
tude  up  to  tho  present  hour;  such  a  suspicion,  if  it  could 
arise,  would  be  sufficiently  refuted  by  merely  adverting  to 
the  forbearance  with  which  they  have  so  long  endured  the 
aggreesions  by  a  foreign  Govern  men  t  upon,  their  sovereign- 
ty, their  citizens,  and  their  soil. 

It  would  be  easy  to  prove  that  the  territory  of  Maine  ex- 
tends to  the  highlands  north  of  the  8t.  John.  But  that 
point,  having  been  not  only  admitted  but  successfully  de- 
monstrated by  the  Federal  Government,  needs  not  now 
to  be  discussed.  Candor,  however,  requires  me  to  say 
that  this  conceded  and  undeniable  position  ill  accords  with 
the  proceedings  in  which  the  British  authorities  have  for 
many  years  been  indulged,  and  by  which  the  rightful  ju- 
risdiction of  Maine  has  been  subverted,  her  lands  ravaged 
of  their  most  valuable  products,  and  her  citizens  dragged 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  8tate,  to  undergo  the  sufferings 
and  ignominies  of  a  foreign  jail.  These  outrages  have  been 
made  known  to  the  Federal  Government ;  they  have  been 
the  subject  of  repeated  remonstrances  by  the  State,  and 
these  remonstrance*  socm  as  often  to  have  been  contemned. 
It  cannot  be  deemed  irrelevant  for  me  here  to  ask,  amid  all 
these  various  impositions,  and  while  Maine  has  been  vigor- 
ously employed  in  sustaining  the  Union,  and  in  training  her 
children  to  the  same  high  standard  of  devotion  to  the  po- 
litical institutions  of  the  country,  what  relief  has  been 
brought  to  us  by  the  Federal  Government  t  The  invaders 
have  not  been  expelled.  The  sovereignty  and  soil  of  the 
State  are  yet  stained  by  the  hostile  machinations  of  resi- 
dent emissaries  of  a  foreign  Government.  The  territory 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  six  millions  of  acres,  our  title  to 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ha*  pronoun- 
ced to  be  perfect,  have,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine, 
been  once  put  entirely  at  hazard.  Grave  discussions, 
treaty  arrangements  and  sovereign  arbitration,  have  been 
resorted  to,  in  which  Maine  was  not  permitted  to  sjjeak, 
and  they  have  resulted,  not  in  removing  the  factitious  pre- 
tensions, but  in  supplying  new  encouragements  to  the  ag- 
gressors. Diplomatic  ingenuity,  the  only  foundation  of  the 
British  claim,  has  been  arrayed  against  the  perfect  right. 

In  the  mean  time  a  stipulation  made  by  the  Executive 
of  the  nation,  without  the  knowledge  of  Maine,  purported 
to  preclude  her  from  reclaiming  her  rightful  jurisdiction 
until  the  slow  process  of  a  negotiation  should  be  brought 
to  a  close.  Whatever  the  real  force  of  that  stipulation 
might  be,  made  as  it  was  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  treaty-making  power,  it  wa«  hoped, 
when  it  expired  by  the  closing  up  of  that  negotiation,  that 
a  measure  fraught  with  such  hurtful  consequences  to 
Maine  would  not  again  be  attempted.  But  that  hope 
o  be  disappointed,  and  now,  by  a 
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character,  a  writ  or  protection  appears  to  have  been  spread 
by  our  own  Government  over  the  whole  man  oi  British 
B3!»,  casioni.  What  then  baa  the  Federal  Government  done 
for  this  State  1  May  it  not  be  said,  in  the  language  of 
another,  "  Maine  has  not  been  treated  aa  she  endeavored 
to  deserve  !»» 

On  the  22d  day  of  April  last,  I  had  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  certain  resolves  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  Slate,  relative  to  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  call  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  line  to  be  ex- 
plored and  surveyed,  and  monuments  thereon  erected. 
That  this  call,  made  by  direction  of  the  Legislature,  did 
not  extend  to  the  expulsion  of  invaders,  but  merely  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  treaty  line,  will,  I  trust,  be  viewed  as 
it  wan  designed  to  be,  not  only  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
tinued forbearance  of  Maine,  but  as  a  testimonial  of  the 
confidence  she  cherished  that  the  Federal  Executive  would 
protect  the  territory,  after  its  limitation  should  he  ascer- 
tained.   That  this  application  would  meet  with  favor 
from  the  Federal  Executive  was  expected,  more  especially 
as  Congress  had  made  a  specific  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose.   I  will  not  attempt  to  conceal  the  mortification  I 
have  realized,  that  no  reply  has  been  made  to  that  com- 
munication, nor  any  measures  taken,  so  far  as  my  inform- 
ation extends,  for  effecting  the  object  proposed. 

It  now  remains,  that  in  the  exercise  of  that  faithfulness 
for  which  I  stand  solemnly  pledged  to  the  people  of  Maine, 
I  should  again  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  National 
Executive  this  apparently  unwelcome  but  really  import- 
ant subject. 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  again  to  request  that  the 
President  will  cause  the  treaty  line  upon  tbe  northeastern 
limits  of  Maine  to  be  run  and  marked,  and  I  cannot  but 
hope  that,  on  a  re-examination  of  the  subject,  your  excel- 
lency will  concur  with  this  State  in  relation  to  tbe  right- 
fulness and  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed,  as  well 
as  to  all  the  remedies  to  be  adopted  for  restoring  to  Maine 
the  invaluable  rights  from  whioh  she  hag  so  long  been  de- 
barred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant,  ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP. 

To  his  Excellency  Mabti*  Vast  Bubrx, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Department  or  State, 
Washington,  August  17,  1837. 

8m :  Tour  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  to  the  President, 
was  duly  received.  It  haa  been  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment, with  instructions  to  make  a  suitable  reply. 

Your  excellency  is  of  opinion  that  tbe  Federal  Govern- 
ment has,  for  a  series  of  years,  failed  to  protect  the  Slate 
of  Maine  in  the  exercise  of  her  jurisdictional  rights  to  the 
extent  of  her  boundary,  and  complains  that  these  rights 
have  been,  in  consequence  thereof,  subverteJ,  the  lands  of 
the  State  ravaged  of  their  most  valuable  productions,  and 
her  citizens  subjected  to  imprisonment  in  a  foreign  jail. 
Your  excellency  particularly  objects  to  the  course  of  the 
Federal  Government  for  having,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Slate,  put  entirely  at  hazard  the  title  of  Maine,  admit- 
ted by  the  Government  of  the  United  8tates  to  be  perfect 
to  the  territory  in  question,  by  the  resort  to  diplomatic  dis- 
cussions, treaty  arrangements,  and  foreign  arbitration,  in 
which  Maine  was  not  permitted  to  speak ;  for  having  en- 
tered into  a  stipulation,  without  her  consent,  purporting 
to  preclude  the  Stste  from  retaining  her  rightful  jurisdic- 
tion, pending  a  ncgotistion,  and  for  the  continuance  of  it 
after  that  negotiation  was  supposed  to  have  been  conclud- 
ed ;  and  for  an  omission,  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  to  comply  with  an  application  of  the 
State,  made  through  her  Legislature,  to  have  the  boundary 


line  between  Maine  and  the  British  North  American  pos- 
sessions explored,  surveyed,  and  monuments  erected  there- 
on, in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  the  Presi- 
dent by  Congress,  and  of  a  request  made  by  your  excel- 
lency, which  is  now  renewed. 

The  views  which  your  excellency  has  been  pleated  to 
take  of  the  subject  at  Ibis  time,  embrace  measures,  some 
of  which  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  operative,  and  reach 
back  to  the  propriety  of  the  stipulations  entered  into  by 
of  Ghent ;  also,  of  the  subsequent  negotiation 


the  treaty 

designed  to  bring  those  stipulations  to  a  i 
in  the  mode  prescribed  by  that  treaty— that  of  arbiirement. 
It  being,  as  your  excellency  states,  the  opinion  of  Maine 
that  those  proceedings  were  unjust  and  unwise,  it  is,  in  a 
mutter  in  which  she  is  so  deeply  interested,  her  undoubt- 
ed right  to  say  so;  yet  the  President  thinks  that  he  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  believing  that  no  practical  good  can,  at 
this  lime,  be  expected  from  discussion  between  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  Governments  upon  those  points.  That  the 
measures  referred  to  have  not  been  as  fortunate  in  their 
resuluaawas  hoped,  is  entirely  true,  but  your  excellency 
may  nevertheless  be  assured  that  they  had  their  origin  in 
a  sincere  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government, 
to  discharge  all  its  duties  towards  the  Slate  of  Maine  ss  e 
member  of  the  Union,  and  were  resorted  to  in  the  full  be- 
lief that  her  just  rights  would  be  promoted  by  their  adop- 


In  speaking  of  the  restrictions  Imposed 
reclaiming  ber  rightful  jurindietion,  your  excellency  doubt- 
lessly refers  to  the  understanding  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Britain,  that  each  party  should 
abstain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed 
territory  during  the  pendency  of  negotiation.    Unlets  it  be 
correct  to  eav  thai  the  controversy  was  one  that  did  not  admit 
of  negotiation,  and  that  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Governm.iil 
consisted  only  in  an  immediate  resort  to  munitain  ihe  con- 
struction put  by  itself  upon  its  own  right*  and  those  of  the 
Stale  ot  Maine,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  such  an  arrangement  as  thai  alluded  to,  whether 
it  be  viewed  in  respect  lo  the  interests  or  the  pan  tic  and 
just  characters  of  the  respective  Governments.    That  this 
arrangement  was  not  abrogated  at  the  period  at  which  your 
excellency  is  understood  to  suppose  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  done,  viz :  upon  the  failure  of  a  settlement  of  the  con- 
troversy by  arbitration,  is  explained  by  events  of  subse- 
quent  occurrence.    When  the  award  of  the  arbitrator  was 
submitted  by  the  late  President  to  the  Senate  of  tbe  United 
State,  that  body  refused  its  advice  and  consent  to  tbe 
execution  of  the  award,  and  passed  a  resolution  recom- 
mending to  him  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  boundary  according  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.    That  negotiation  was  lorth- 
with  entered  upon  by  the  Executive,  is  atill  pending,  and 
has  been  prosecuted  with  unremitting  a^iduity.    It  is  un- 
der such  circumstances  that  the  Federal  Executive  has  de- 
cided upon  a  conttn 
referred  to,  and  has  ins 
part  of  Great  Britain. 

Considerations  -of  a  simitar  nature  have  induced  the 
President  to  refrain  hitherto  from  exercising  the  discretion- 
ary authority  with  which  he  is  invented,  to  cause  the  boun- 
dary line  in  dispute  to  be  explored,  surveyed,  and  monu- 
ments to  be  erected  tbereou.  Coinciding  with  lbs  Govern- 
ment of  Maine  on  the  question  ot  the  true  boundary  be- 
tween tbe  British  provinces  and  the  Slate,  the  President  is 
yet  bound  by  duty  to  consider  the  claim  which  bu*  been 
set  up  by  a  foreign  Power  in  amity  with  the  United  States, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  negotiation  tor  tbe 
adjustment  of  that  claim  has  been  transmitted  to  him.  It 
could  not  bo  useful  to  examine  the  foundation  of  the  Bntith 
claim  in  a  letter  to  your  excellency.  Ke»pect  for  the  au- 
thorities of  a  friendly  nation  compels  us  to  admit  that  they 
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have  persuaded  themselves  that  their  claim  is  justly  ground- 
ed. However  that  may  be,  the  prcseut  President  of  the 
United  States,  upon  entering  on  ibe  discbarge  of  the  duties 
of  bis  office,  found  that  a  distinct  proposition  bad  been 
made  by  his  protcuaor  for  the  purpose  of  amicably  settling 
tbis  long-disputed  controversy,  to  which  no  answer  ha*  yet 
boon  received.  Undor  such  circumstances,  the  President 
was  not  able  to  satisfy  himself,  however  anxious  to  gratify 
the  people  and  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  that  a  step  like 
thai  recommended  by  (hem  could  be  Us<  fully  or  properly 
token. 

The  clause  containing  the  specific  appropriation  made 
by  the  last  Congress,  lor  exploring,  surveying,  and  mark- 
ing certain  portions  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  to  which  your  excellency  alludes,  is  by  no 
mean*  imperative  in  its  character.  The  simple  legislative 
act  of  placing  a  sum  of  money  under  the  control  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  a  designated  object,  is  not  understood  to  be  a 
direction  that  it  must  in  any  event  be  immediately  applied 
to  the  proeocation  of  that  object.  On  the  contrary,  so  far 
from  implying  that  the  end  in  view  is  to  he  attained  at  all 
hazard*,  it  i»  believed  that  it  merely  Vests  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  President  to  carrry  out  the  views  of  Congress, 
on  hia  own  responsibility,  should  contingencies  arise  to 
render  eipedtent  the  proposed  expenditure. 

Under  existing  circumstances  the  President  deems  it 
proper  to  wait  for  the  definitive  answer  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  the  last  proposition  offered  by  ihe  United  States  : 
when  received,  a  further  communication  to  your  excellency 
nay  be  found  proper;  and  if  so,  will  be  mad*  without  un- 
it cannot  be  necessary  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the 
omission  to  reply  to  your  communication  forwarding  to  this 
Department  the  resolutionc  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  did 
not,  in  any  degree,  arise  either  from  a  want  of  respect  for 
their  wishes,  or  for  the  wishes  of  your  excellency,  or  from 
indifference  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  When  these  reso- 
lutions were  received,  there  was  every  reason,  at  no  distant 
day,  to  expect  what  is  now  daily  looked  for,  n  definitive 
answer  to  the  proposition  just  alluded  to,  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  British  Government  had  been  again  forcibly 
invited  about  the  time  those  resolution  were  on  their  pas- 
sage. Under  this  expectation,  a  reply  to  the  application 
from  Maine  was  temporarily  delayed ;  the  more  readdy,  as, 
about  the  time  of  its  reception,  the  Representatives  of 
Maine,  acting  in  reference  to  one  of  those  resolutions,  hod 
a  full  and  free  conversation  with  the  President  The  most 
recent  proceeding  relative  to  the  question  of  boundary 
were  shown  to  them  in  this  Department  by  his  directions, 
and  the  occasion  thus  afforded  was  cheerfully  embraced  of 
ottering  frank  and  unreserved  explanations  of  the  Presi- 
dent's views. 

Of  the  recent  events  which  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  State  of  Maine  to  the  question  of  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and  which  havo  been  brought  by  it  to  the  notice 
of  the  Presidecit,  one,  the  nrrcst  and  imprisonment  ol  Mr. 
Greely,  has  already  been  made  the  subject  of  communica- 
tion with  your  excellency.  All  that  it  was  competent  for 
the  Federal  Er ecu  live  to  do,  baa  been  done.  Redress  has 
been  demanded,  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  is  expected, 
from  that  authority  from  whom  alone  redress  can  properly 
be  sought.  The  President  has  followed  the  same  course 
that  was  purmied  by  one  of  hie  predecessors,  and  which  was 
understood  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Stale  of  Maine  under 
circumstances  of  a  somewhat  similar  character.  In  re- 
wpect  to  the  other— the  projected  construction  of  a  railroad 
between  St.  Andrew's  ana  Quebec — a  representation  has 
been  addressed  to  the  British  Government,  stating  that  the 
proposed  measure  is  inconsistent  with  the  understanding 
between  the  two  Governments  to  preserve  the  statu*  quo 
in  the  disputed  territory  until  the  question  of  boundary  be 


contrary  to  the  American  claim,  and  demanding  a  suspen- 
sion of  all  further  movements  in  execution  of  it.  No  an- 
swer has  yet  been  received  to  this  communication.  From 
an  informal  conversation  between  tlte  British  minister  at 
Washington  and  myself,  at  the  Department  of  Slate,  the 
President  is,  however,  firm  in  the  conviction  that  the  at- 
tempt to  make  the  road  in  question  will  not  be  farther 
prosecuted. 

I  am,  in  conclusion,  directed  to  inform  you  that  however 
unbounded  may  bo  the  confidence  of  the  Legislature  ond 
people  of  Maine  in  the  justice  of  their  claim  to  the  boun- 
dary contended  for  by  the  United  States,  ibe  President's  is 
not  less  so ;  and  your  excellency  may  rest  assured  that  no 
exertions  have  been,  or  shall  be,  spared  on  his  part,  to 
bring  to  a  favorable  and  speedy  termination  a  question  in- 
volving interests  so  highly  important  to  Maine  and  to  the 
Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  ere. 

JOHN  FORSVTH. 
His  Excellency  Roe est  P.  Do* lap, 

Governor  of  Maine. 

Dkfabtm KitT  or  9T*Tr, 

Washington,  August  25,  1837. 
Sra  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency, 
by  direction  of  the  President,  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the 
British  minister  at  Washington,  dated  yesterday,  stating 
that  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  the  immediate  discontinuance,  by  the  col- 
onial authorities  of  Lower  Canada  and  New  Brunswick, 
tespectively,  of  all  operations  connected  with  the  projected 
railroad  between  the  cities  of  Quebec  and  St.  Andrew's. 

Mr.  Fox  took  occasion,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  inform 
me  that  Mr.  Greely  had  been  discharged  from  imprison- 
ment st  Frederickton ;  a  fact  of  which,  doubtlessly,  your 
excellency  has  been  sometime  since  apprized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Excellency  Sobxrt  P.  Duklaf, 

Governor  of  Maine. 

DsFABTunrT  or  Stats, 

Washington,  March  '23,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  Mr.  Fox,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  a  subject 
which,  from  its  high  importance,  demands  the  prompt  con- 
sideration of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

It  appears  from  representations  and  documents  recently 
received  at  the  Department  of  State,  that  a  number  of  in" 
habitants  of  the  town  of8t.  Andrew's,  in  New  Brunswick, 
associated  themselves  together,  in  the  year  183ft,  by  the 
name  of  the  St.  Andrew's  and  Quebec  Railroad  Associa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  public  notice  the 
practicability  ol  constructing  a  rmlway  between  those  ports  ; 
and  that  sundry  resolutions  were  passed  in  furtherance  of 
this  object ;  that  the  project  wns  sanctioned  and  patronised 
by  the  Governor  in-chief  of  British  North  America,  the 
aieuicnuni  itovernors  or  ^ew  uruiiswicK  nnu  i>o\a  r*couat 
and  the  Legislatures  end  people  of  the  provinces  of  Lower 
Canada  and  New  Brunswick ;  that  the  route  of  the  propo- 
sed railroad  bad  been  explored  as  far  as  the  head -waters  of 
the  St.  John  river  by  surveyors  employed  by  the  associa- 
tion ;  that  an  act  has  actually  pussed  the  Legislature  of  New 
Brunswick  incorporating  tbis  company  :  and  that  a  similar 
act  was  expected  to  be  passed  in  Lower  Canada ;  that  letters 
were  add  r  eused  to  the  boards  of  trade  of  Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, requesting  their  co-operation  ;  thatthese  communica- 
tions were  favorably  received  ;  and  that  petitions  had  been 
forwarded  to  bis  Britanmc  Majeety,  signed  by  committees  of 
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The  undersigned  lb  directed  by  the  President  lo  inform 
Mr.  Fox  that  Um  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  above  refer- 
red to  will  be  regarded  by  this  Government  as  a  deliberate 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  United  (Stales  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  and  as  en  unwarrantable  assumption  of 
jurisdiction  therein  by  the  British  Government ;  end  the 
undersigned  is  instructed  to  urge  the  prompt  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  appropriate  by  his 
Majesty's  Government,  to  suspend  any  farther  movements 
in  elocution  of  the  proposed  railroad  from  St,  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pending  negotiation* 
between  the  two  Government*  relative  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  United  State*. 

The  proceedings  above  alluded  to,  considered  in  connex- 
ion with  incidents  on  other  parts  of  the  disputed  boundary 
line,  well  known  to  has  Majesty's  ministers,  would  seem  to 


.,  and  by  inhabitant*  of  the  cities  of  Quebec 
and  Montreal,  soliciting  the  construction  of  a  railway  be- 
tween the  ports  above-named,  or  the  extension  of  royal  aid 
and  protection  to  the  petitioners  in  the  proposed  under- 
taking. 

Without  allowing  himself  for  a  moment  to  believe  that 
hi*  Britannic  Majesty'*  Government  will  in  any  manner 
countenance  the  projected  railroad  from  8t.  Andrew's  to 
Quebec,  when  the  slightest  inspection  of  the  map  of  the 
country  which  it  crosses  will  show  that  its  intended  loca- 
tion would  be,  for  a  great  portion  of  the  route,  an  encroach  - 
upon  the  territory  in  diepute  between  the  United 
and  Great  Britain,  the  President  yet  sees  cause  for 
painful  surprise  and  deep  regret  in  the  fact  that  the  civil 
authorities  of  his  Majesty's  provinces  on  our  Northeastern 
borders  should  have  lent  their  encouragement  to,  or  should, 
in  anywise,  have  promoted  an  undertaking  which,  if  per- 
'  in,  will  inevitably  lead  to  the  most  disastrous  con- 
The  object  of  the  association,  from  its  incep- 
tion, was  objectionable;  since  it  could  only  be  effected  by 
entering  upon  territory  the  title  to  which  was  cotitrovorted 
and  unsettled;  a  proceeding  which  could  not  fail  to  be  of- 
fensive to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
Still  more  unjustifiable  was  the  act  of  sovereignly  giving  to 
this  company  corporate  powers  over  property  known  to  be 
claimed  by  citizens  of  a  friendly  and  neighboring  State, 
and  which  constituted  at  the  time  the  subject  of  an  arnica-  I 
ble  negotiation  between  the  Government  of  his  Majesty  and 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  President  regrets  to  see 
In  this  step  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  provincial  authori- 
ties and  subjects,  a  most  exceptionable  departure  fiom  the 
principle  of  continuing  to  abstain,  during  the  progress  of 
negotiation,  from  any  extension  of  the  exercise  of  jurisdic- 
tion within  the  disputed  territory  on  either  side ;  the  pro- 
priety of  which  has  been  hitherto  so  sedulously  inculcated 
and  so  distinctly  acquiesced  in  by  both  parties.  An  under- 
standing that  this  principle  should  be  observed  by  thern, 
was  the  natural  result  of  the  respective  positions  and  pa- 
cific intentions  of  the  two  Governments,  and  could  alone 
prevent  the  exercise  of  asserted  rights  by  force.  Without 
it,  the  end  of  all  negotiation  on  the  subject  would  have  been 
defeated.  If,  therefore,  nothing  had  been  said  by  either 
party  relative  to  such  an  understanding,  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  infer  that  a  tacit  agreement  to  that  effect  existed 
between  tho  two  Governments.  But  the  correspondence 
between  them  is  sufficiently  full  and  explicit  to  prevent  all 
misconception.  The  views  of  both  Governments  in  re- 
spect to  it  will  be  found  in  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  minister  of  Great  Britain,  dated  the  18th  of 
January,  1926,  9th  of  January,  11th  of  March,  and  11th  of 
May,  1829;  and  of  the  British  minister  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  dated  15th  of  November,  and  2d  of  December, 
1825;  16th  of  January,  1927;  18th  of  February,  and  2&lb 
of  March,  1828;  and  14th  of  April,  1833;  as  well  as  in 

it  is  deemed  needless  now  to 


render  it  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of 
and  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries 
both  Government  are  so  sincerely  anxious  to  preserve,  that 
they  should  come  to  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  subjecf. 
The  recent  resolutions  of  the  8tate  of  Maine,  to  which  the 
projected  railroad  from  St.  Andrew's  to  Quebec  gave  rise, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  the 
line  established  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  be  run,  and  mon- 
uments io  be  established  thereon,  and  the  appropriation  of 
$20,060  by  Congress,  at  their  lute  session,  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  carry  that  request  into  effect,  with  a  subse- 
quent earnest  application  from  the  representatives  of  Maine 
for  ari  immediate  compliance  with  it,  afford  additional  in- 
centives to  exertion  to  bring  this  controversy  to  a  conclu- 
sion, not  to  be  disregarded  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Suites. 

The  President,  therefore,  awaits  with  great  anxiety  the 
decision  of  his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  proposition 
made  by  the  undersigned  te  bis  Majesty's  charge  d 'affairs  at 
Washington,  in  February,  1836,  suggesting  the  river  8t. 
John's  from  it*  mouth  to  its  source,  as  an  eligible  and  con- 
venient line  of  boundary.  No  small  degree  of  disappoint- 
ment has  been  felt  that  this  decision,  already  long  erpect- 
ed,  has  not  been  given;  but  the  hope  is  entertained  that 
tbe  result  of  this  protracted  deliberation  will  prove  favorable 
to  the  wishes  of  the  President ;  and  that,  even  if  that  prop- 
osition be  not  acceded  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  some  defi- 
nitive offer,  looking  to  a  prompt  termination  of  i 
versey,  will  be  made  without  further  delay. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  tot 
to  Mr.  Fox  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  < 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

H*x«t  8.  Fox,  Esq., 

r  IcnijjtMr/iZiirry,  qc. 


The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  has  had  the  honor 
to  receive  the  official  note,  addressed  to  him  under  date  of 
the  23d  instant,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  information  received  by 
the  United  States  Government  of  a  projected  railroad  be- 
tween the  cilies  of  Quebec  and  8t  Andrew's,  and  upon 
certain  other  matters  connected  with  the  question  of  the 
boundary  line  l>etvveen  the  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America. 

Tho  undersigned,  in  accordance  with  the  wUhes  of  the 
President,  signified  in  Mr.  Forsyth's  official  note,  will  not 
fail  immediately  to  convey  that  note  to  the  knowledge  of 
his  Government  at  home ;  and  he  entertains  no  doubt  that 
bis  Majesty's  Government  will  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  severe!  matters  therein  contained,  with  the  serious 
and  ready  attention  that  their  importance  deserves. 

The  undersigned  avsjis  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Forsyth  tbe  assurance  of  his  high  esteem  and 


H.  8.  FOX. 


Hon.  John  Fobsvt«, 


Wasuisotox,  August  24,  1837. 
8tn:  With  reference  to  the  officinl  note  which,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  you  addressed  lo  me  on  the  23d  of 
March  last,  respecting  s  projected  railroad  between  the 
cities  of  Quelle  and  St.  Andrew's,  which,  it  was  apprehend- 
ed, would,  if  carried  into  effect,  traverse  a  part  of  tho  terri- 
tory at  present  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Stales,  I  am  now  enabled  to  inform  you  that,  in 
consideration  of  tbe  arguments  and  observations  contained 
in  your  note,  her  Majesty's  Government  has  been  pleased 
to  direct  the  colonial  authorities  of  Lower  Canada  and  New 
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respectively,  to  cause  all  operations  connected 
with  the  shove-mentioned  project,  within  the  limits  of  the 
disputed  territory,  to  be  immediately  discontinued. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  Ac, 

H.  8.  FOX. 
Hon.  Johk  Fokstth,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Lord  Palmerston. —  Extract. 

The  undersigned  will  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  re- 
mind Lord  Paiinerston  of  the  urgency  which  exists  for  the 
immediate  and  final  adjustment  of  this  loug-pending  con- 
troversy, [respecting  the  northeastern  boundary,]  and  the 
increased  obstacles  which  will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
harmonious  settlement  by  these  repeated  collisions  of  au- 
thority, and  the  exercise  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  by  cither 
party  within  the  disputed  territory. 

He  begs  leave,  also,  to  repeat  to  his  lordship  assurauccs 
of  the  earnest  and  unabated  desire  which  the  President  feels, 
that  the  controversy  should  lie  speedily  and  amicably  set- 
tled, and  to  express  the  anxiety  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  waiting  the  promised  decision 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  proposition  submit- 
ted to  it  as  far  back  as  July,  1836,  and  which  the  under- 
signed had  been  led  to  believe  would  long  since  have  been 
given  ;  and  he  has  been  further  directed  to  say,  that  should 
this  proposition  be  disapproved,  the  President  entertains 
the  hope  that  some  new  one,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  will  immediately  be  made  for  the  final  and 
favorable  termination  of  this  protracted  and  deeply- ex  citing 
controversy. 

The  undersigned  begs  Lord  Paiinerston  to  receive  re- 
newed assurances  of  bis  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 
23  Portland  Placs,  August  10,  1837. 

DUTY  BONDS— RENEWAL  OF,  &c. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  26/A  instant,  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  duty  bonds  which  will  be  renewed  or  ex~ 
tended,  and  the  charges  thereon,  if  the  bill  uhich  has 
jiving  further  time,  shall  become  a 
■29,  1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Trearort  Departxkst,. September  28,  1837. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  26th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  *'  a  atatemenl  of  the  probable 
number  of  bonds  that  will  be  renewed  or  extended  under 
the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  psssed  tho  Sen- 
ate, giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds  should  the  same  be- 
come a  law ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  required 
on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  such  bonds,  and  whether 
such  fees  or  charges  can  with  propriety  be  reduced,"  1  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from 
inc  ooueiior  or  me  i  rcasury,  wmcn  rurmsncs  ine  imorma- 
tion  required. 

I  concur  with  that  officer  in  his  views  as  to  the  fees  which 
should  be  allowed  to  the  district  attorneys. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

the  House  of 


you  to  this  office,  and  requesting  "  a  i 
able  number  of  the  bonds  that  will  be  i 
under  the  operation  of  the  bill  which  has  recently  passed  the 
Senate  giving  further  time  on  duty  bonds,  should  the  same 
become  a  law  ;  also,  what  fees  or  charges,  if  any,  are  re- 
quired on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  such  bonds,  and 
whether  such  fees  or  charges  can,  with  propriety,  be  re- 
duced." 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  the  whole 
number  of  custom-house  bonds  reported  by  the  collectors  as 
delivered  to  the  several  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stales 
since  the  12  th  of  May  la»t,  is  8, 180.  Of  these,  it  appeara 
by  the  records  of  this  office,  that  694  have  been  since  paid ; 
on  408  suits  have  been  instituted  ;  4, 162  have  been  actually 
renewed  or  extended;  2,735  arc  reported  by  the  district 
attorney  of  New  York  to  be  in  process  of  extension,  that 
is  to  any,  application  for  postponement  of  suit  has  been  made 
by  the  parties,  but  the  necessary  bonds  not  being  completed, 
the  actual  extension  has  not  been  reported  to  this  oflice  ; 
and  the  residue,  being  281,  executed  at  other  porta  than 
New  York,  are  also  in  process  of  extension  or  in  suit,  the 
respective  district  attorneys  uot  having  made  their  final 
reports  in  relation  thereto.  Among  these  bonds  arc  not 
included  any  that  may  have  fallen  due  at  the  port  of  New 
York  during  the  present  month,  none  such  having  been 
reported  by  the  collector  as  delivered  to  the  district  attorney. 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  calculation,  from  the  means  in 
my  poAseskion,  of  the  number  of  these  outstanding  bonds 
which  the  parties  will  again  desire  to  have  renewed  or  ex- 
tended, should  the  bill  in  question  become  a  law. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have 
received  several  applications  from  district  attorneys,  and 
from  perrons  indebted  to  the  United  States  on  custom-house 
bonds,  inquiring  what  compensation  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
former,  where  the  institution  of  suit  was  postponed  on  the 
bonds,  cither  before  or  after  they  were  due,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instructions  issued  from  this  office  on  the  15th  May 
last.  My  reply,  after  consultation  with  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, has  been,  that,  as  the  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  officers 
of  the  1  ' nitcd  Statea  are  chiefly  regulated,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  by  the  State  laws,  the  compensation  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  depends  on  them  for  all  services  thereby  re- 
quired ;  and  that  for  such  as  are  not,  be  is  entitled  to  reason- 
able remuneration.  I  was  aware  of  no  authority  in  this 
office  to  interfere;  but  referred  the  partit-s,  in  every  case 
where  they  might  think  any  costs  were  improperly  charged, 
to  the  district  judge,  as  the  person  vested  by  law  with  full 
I  authority  over  the  subject. 

Finding  no  general  rule  had  been  established  by  my  pre- 
I  decessor,  in  regard  to  what  might  be  considered  a  just 
remuneration,  where  there  were  no  costs  taxable  by  law  ; 
and  being  desirous  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Attorney  General.  I  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the 
severs!  district  attorneys,  inquiring  "whether  any  and  what 
of  costs  for  these  services  have  been  taxed  or  allow  - 


Orrica  or  the  Solicitor  or  the  Treasirt, 

September  27,  1837. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receivo  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  t6lh  instant,  referred  by 


ed  in  their  districts  by  the  district  judge  ;  whether  any  and 
what  costs  are  allowed  for  them  by  the  fee  bill  under  which 
costs  of  suit  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  there 
usually  taxed ;  or,  if  none  such  have  been  so  allowed  or 
provided  for,  whether  any  or  what  provision  applicable  to 
the  same  is  found  in  the  State  fee  bill,  in  operation  cither 
at  the  date  of  the  judiciary  act  or  at  present." 

To  nejily  all  these  circulars  1  have  received  replits;  and 
I  have  caused  an  abstract  of  the  whole  of  them  to  he  pre- 
pared, which  ia  sent  herewith,  and  affords  the  fullest  stite- 
ment  in  my  power  to  communicate,  of  the  "  fees  or  charges 
that  have  been  required  on  the  renewal  or  extension  of  cus- 
tom-house bonds."  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  no  State, 
except  New  York  and  Alabama,  are  any  costs  allowed  by 
law  to  an  attorney  previous  to  the  institution  of  suit ;  that, 
in  a  few  of  the  States,  costs  allowed  on  the  institution  of 
suit  are  less  if  the  proceeding  end  l*fore  the  first  term  of 
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the  court,  return  of  the  writ,  or  appearance  of  the  defend* 
ant,  that)  if  further  continued  ;  but  lhal,  in  most  cam?*, 
there  is  a  certain  sum  fixed  as  the  attorney's  fee,  which  is 
taxable  without  diminution  at  the  completion  of  the  rait. 
In  no  State,  eicept  New  York,  is  there  any  provision  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  an  attorney  for  preparing 
agreements  and  document*  into  which  the  parties  to  whom 
indulgence  in  granted  have  been  required  to  enter. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  such  fees  or  charges  can 
with  propriety  be  reduced,  I  have  to  obeerve  that  it  is 
highly  expedient  that  aome  definite  and  uniform  provision 
ahould  be  made  by  Congress  ou  the  subject.  None  such 
now  exists.  In  some  cases  no  charge  whatever  ban  been 
made  by  the  district  attorney  for  the  services  tendered,  in 
the  belief  that  one  would  be  established  before  the  payment 
of  the  bonds,  so  as  to  be  included  therein.  The  labor  re- 
quired from  district  attorneys  is  very  considerable,  more, 
indeed,  than  is  usual  in  obtaining  judgment  in  an  undis- 
puted suit.  The  examination  of  the  propriety  of  postpone- 
ment, the  inquiry  into  the  sufficiency  of  new  security,  and 
the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  new  obligation,  are 
responsible,  and  in  the  larger  polls  very  onerous  duties. 

forming  these  duties,  it  will  l*c  seen  that  tho  amount  va- 
ries considerably  in  the  different  States,  although  the  scr- 
vico  performed  is  everywhere  tho  same.  These  circum- 
stances make  it  impossible  to  suggest  any  general  rule  of 
reduction.  Such  discrepancies  certainly  should  not  exist. 
The  rule  of  allowance  in  each  case  should  at  all  events  be 
uniform  and  fixed  by  law.  Perhaps  it  would  be  just  that, 
in  every  instance  where  the  extension  is  requested  by  the 
parties  to  a  bond,  the  same  fees  should  be  allowed  as  are 
provided  by  law,  on  the  termination  of  a  suit  before  the 
return  of  the  writ ;  or,  if  there  be  no  such  provision,  such 
fees  as  the  district  judge  may  deem  reasonable  for  Ui 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  H.  D.  GILPIN, 

Solictor  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  Hon.  Levi  Woovrcrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Abstract  of  the  answers  of  the  district  attorneys  to  a  cir- 
cular of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  July  13, 
1837,  relative  to  the  compensation  to  which  they  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  fee  bill  under 
which  costs  are  usually  taxed  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  their  several  districts,  for  postponing  or 
renewing  duty  bonds,  under  the  instructions  from  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  \bth  of  May,  1837. 

District  of  Maine.— No  provision  is  made  by  any  law 
of  the  State  for  the  eom|iensaiioii  of  attorneys  in  cases  be- 
fore suit  commenced.  In  cases  continued  or  postponed 
after  suit  commenced,  the  allowance  by  the  State  fee  bill 
is  33  cents  for  every  ten  miles  of  travel  to  attend  court, 
reckoning  each  way,  and  33  cents  per  day  for  attendance 
at  court.  No  foe  for  postponing  duty  twnds  has  been 
charged  by  the  district  attorney,  or  taxed  by  the  court,  and 
there  ia  no  usage  or  prscliee  fixing  the  compensation  for 
such  services. 

District  cf  New  fiampshire.-^Tio  provision  is  made  in 
any  law  or  fee  bill  in  force,  nor  by  any  usage,  for  compen- 
sation to  attorneys  before  the  institution  of  suit.  No 
charge  baa  been  made  by  the  district  attorneys  for  these 
services. 

District  of  Mdsmirhusetts. — There  w»  not  at  the  date 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  nor  is  there  since,  any  pro- 
vision in  the  fee  bill  of  this  8tate  for  the  fees  of  attorneys 
for  collection  of  demands  without  suit,  or  after  writ  made, 
if  the  action  is  settled  before  entry.  The  usage  has  been 
in  such  cases  to  charge  a  collecting  fee  to  the  deUor. 


District  of  Rhode  Island. — There  r*  no  provision  for 
such  services  found  in  the  State  fee  bill  in  operation  at  the 
date  of  the  judicinry  net,  or  at  present.  No  fee  has  been 
charged  or  received  for  postponing  these  Iwnds. 

District  of  Connecticut.  — Costs  are  not  taxed  by  the 
court,  except  in  cases  where  a  judgment  is  rendered. 
Where  suit  ia  commenced  and  process  issued,  and  the  mat- 
ter is  arranged  before  judgment,  the  costs  are  taxed,  and 
received  by  the  attorney  who  institutes  the  suit,  and  vary 
according  as  more  or  less  is  done.  The  fee  in  case  of*  post- 
ponement, after  suit  commenced,  Is  about  $13;  in  case  of 
postponement  before  suit  about  $9  34.  For  executing  the 
necessary  writings  in  postponing  duty  bonds,  a  fee  of  $S 
has  been  charged  in  each  case. 

Dhtrict  of  Vermont. — No  provision  is  made  by  State 
law  or  fee  bill.  No  bonds  have  been  postponed,  and 
consequently  no  charge  made. 

District  of  New  York.—  The  compensation  of  attorneys 
is  fixed  by  Sutc  law  of  1799,  establishing  fee  bill  as  fol- 
lows, vix:  Retaining  fee  in  every  case  $3  63  J,  and  37J 
cents  per  folio  for  drawing,  copying,  and  engrossing  in- 
struments prepared  for  the  extension  of  bonds.  For  ex- 
tending or  postponing  duty  bonds,  the  attorney  states  that 
his  fee  under  this  taw  is  in  every  case  $6  64  ;  but  that, 
in  all  cases  where  the  bond  docs  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$200,  he  has  deducted  one-third  of  his  legal  charge. 

District  of  Penmylrania.—The  fees  allowed  by  law  to 
attorneys  in  the  8uprome  Court  of  this  State  are  as  fol- 
lows, vix: 

1st.  For  issuing  precept  for  commencement  of  a  suit, 
entering  appearance,  &c,  if  the  suit  is  ended  before  or 
during  the  sitting  of  the  first  court,  $3  33. 

Sd.  In  suits  commenced,  and  ended  after  first  court  and 
before  judgment,  discontinuance,  or  non  pros,  the  further 
sum  of  $6  66. 

3d.  In  suits  prosecuted  to  judgment,  discontinuance,  or 
non  pros.  $8. 

The  above  ate  the  fees  which  the  district  attorney  is  al- 
lowed by  law  in  such  cases.  The  fee  charged  and  re- 
ceived by  the  district  attorney  for  postponing  duty  bonds 
is  $3  33. 

Maryland. — The  laws  of  Maryland  allow  in  every  case 
an  appearance  fee  of  $10.  It  is  taxed  in  all  cases  of  suit, 
without  increase  or  diminution,  and  never  depends  on 
the  nature  or  amount  in  controversy.  The  fee  charged  by 
the  attorney  for  postponing  bonds,  where  the  debt  exceeds 
$300,  is  $10 ;  where  the  debt  is  $300,  or  less,  $5. 

Virginia.— A  fee  of  $30  is  allowed  by  law  in  all  civil 
suit--,  and  is  taxed  wiibout  increase  or  diminution.  The 
Ice  charged  by  the  district  attorney  for  postponing  bonds 
where  the  debt  exceed.  $300,  is  $10;  where  the  debt  is 
$300,  or  less,  $5. 

North  Carolina. — A  fee  of  $13  50  is  allowed  in  all 
eases,  and  is  taxed  without  increase  or  diminution.  No 
fee  has  been  allowed  or  charged  for  postponing  or  renew- 
ing bonds. 

South  Carolina.— provision  is  made  by  the  laws  of 
lis  State  for  such  service,  aud  no  fee  bos  been 


this  State  for  such  service,  aud  no  fee  bos  been  charged  by 
the  district  attorney,  or  allowed  by  the  district  judge.  The 
attorney  expected  the  compensation  to  be  fixed  and  charged 
at  the  lime  the  bonds  should  be  paid. 

Georgia. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  laws  of  Georgia 
for  such  service ;  and  no  fee  has  been  charged. 

Alabama. — The  district  attorney  stales  that  a  fee  of  $16 
is  taxed  and  allowed  by  the  district  judge  in  every  case  ; 
that  the  attorney's  lien  attaches  the  moment  a  bond  cornea 
into  his  hands;  and  that  the  district  judge  thinks  he  b 
entitled  under  the  laws  of  the  8tate  to  this  fee  for  post- 
poning duty  bonds,  under  the  circular  of  the  Solicitor. 

Louisiana. — No  fee  is  allowed  attorneys  by  the  fee  bill 
under  which  costs  are  taxed  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales  for  such  services,  and  no  provision  made  for  hie 
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jr,  a  fee  of  $10  was  allowed  to  the 
attorney  of  the  paity  prevailing  in  snits  in  the  pariah  and 
State  courts  ;  that  baa  been  repealed,  and  there  is  now  no 
provision  in  such  cases.  No  charge  has  been  made  or  al- 
lowed for  postponing  duty  bonds  under  the  circular  of  the 


SUB-TREASURY  SY8TEM. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  attendant  upon  a 
sub-Treasury  system.  September  30,  1837,  read  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Trbasubt  Dbvabtmeitt,  September  30,  1837. 
Sin:  This  report  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  the 
following  resolution,  passed  on  the  28th  instant,  and  re* 
ceivod  at  the  Department  this  day  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  House  with' a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  sub-treasuries  which  will  be  required,  it  the  bill 
imposing  additional  duties  a*  depositaries  in  certain  cases 
on  public  officers  should  become  a  lew;  and  further,  how 
many  new  officers  inu*t  be  created  ;  if  any,  how  mnny  new 
buildings  to  be  erected,  and  what  will  be,  as  nearly  as  he 
een  estimate  it,  the  annual  expense  of  the  system;  what 
the  salaries  to  be  paid  the  officers,  or  what  will  be  the  com- 
missions to  which  they  will  be  entitled." 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  would  Rtate  that  I  have 
had  recurrence  to  the  printed  bill  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives "imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries  in 
certain  eases  on  public  officers,  and  for  other  purposes," 
end  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolu- 
tion Under  that  bill,  if  in  its  present  form  it  should  be- 
come a  law,  I  should  not  feel  authorized  to  appoint  any 
number  of  "new  officers,"  whether  called  "sub-treasu- 
rers," or  otherwise,  and  created  either  to  keep  or  disburse 
the  public  money.  The  bill  seems  merely  to  impose  fur- 
ther dulie*,  as  depositaries,  on  the  officers  now  existing, 
and  employed  in  tho  collection  of  the  custom*  and  lands, 
and  in  the  Post  Office  and  mint.  The  number  of  those 
in  each  of  these  establishments,  if  that  information  be  de- 
appears,  with  a  few  exceptions,  and  more  accurately 
could  otherwise  be  stated  without  delay,  in  the  last 
I  Register,  published  by  the  8tate  Department,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Congress,  and  to  which  I  would  respect- 
folly  refer  for  thnt  purpose. 

As  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  may  be  olwervcd  that,  in 
one  of  the  plana  suggested  by  this  Department  in  the  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  it  was  proposed 
that  from  four  to  ten  "  new  officers,"  separate  from  and  in- 
dependent of  thirse  now  in  existence,  might  be  authorized 
to  act  as  commissioners,  or  keepers  of  the  public  money, 
•l  those  important  points  where  it  should  accumulate  much 
beyond  the  current  ei 

But  that  pie 
bill  before  mo. 

In  reply  to  the  third  question,  I  would  state  that  no 
••new  buildings"  seem  to  be  contemplated  by  this  bill,  nor 
have  any  been  eunsidered  necessary  by  this  Department. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  what  will  be,  as  near- 
ly as  he  can  estimate  it,  the  annual  oxpense  of  the  system ; 
what  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  officers,  or  what  will  he 
the  commissions  to  which  they  will  be  entitled,"  the  follow- 
ing statement  is  presented  : 

As  the  bill  now  stands,  in  the  fourth  section,  an  allow- 
ance exists  which  covers  the  additional  expenses  authorized 
by  its  provisions. 

That  allowance  is  not  considered  as  sanctioning  any  com- 
missions, or  any  new  salaries,  to  any  of  the  keepers  of  the 
public  money. 
But  if  independent  commissioners  or  agents  had  been 
as  proposed  in  one  of  the  plans  submitted  by 
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the  Department  for  consideration,  it  was  estimated  that 
their  number  would  be  only  from  four  to  ten,  and  their 
salaries  not  exceed  on  an  average  #2,000  annually,  with- 
out commissions. 

That  plan  not  being  adopted,  the  only  additional  expen- 
ses of  the  system  annually,  as  permitted  by  the  above  sec- 
tion in  the  present  bill,  would  be  "  for  clerks,  fire -proof  chests 
or  vaults,  or  other  necessary  expenses  of  safe-keeping, 
transferring,  and  disbursing  said  moneys." 

U  is  computed  that,  in  all,  from  ten  to  twenty  addition- 
al clerks  may  be  necessary  at  the  most  important  points  of 
collection  and  disbursement.  As  tho  warrants  paid  at  the 
places  of  the  greatest  receipts  and  disbursements  do  not 
generally  exceed  four  or  five  per  day,  that  number  of 
clerks  will  probably  be  amply  sufficient. 

Fifteen  at  $1,000  salary  per  year  will  be  $16,000,  and 
it  is  not  supposed  that  the  compensation  need,  on  an 
average,  exceed  that  amount. 

At  a  similar  number  of  places  additional  iron  chests, 
safes,  or  vaults  may  be  necessary ;  but,  as  they  now  exist 
at  several  ports  and  land^>flice",  and  the  first  cost  of  them 
will  not  have  to  be  renewed  annually,  it  is  computed  that 
the  yearly  expense  for  these  will  not  exceed  tho  sum  of 
$10,000.  # 

The  only  other  additional  expenses  contemplated  will  be 
some  small  items  for  blank  books,  transfers,  dec.  But  the 
last  will  probably  not  amount  to  any  thing  beyond,  if  it 
equal,  what  is  now  paid  for  conveying  money  to  the  banks 
from  the  land  offices. 

Should  the  Treasurer,  as  recommended  in  my  recent  re- 
port on  the  finances,  Ins  permitted  to  receive  money  in  ad- 
vance for  lands,  at  such  points  as  may  be  selected  by  him 
for  public  convenience,  little  or  no  expense  whatever  will 
occur  in  transfers. 

The  whole  additional  expense  under  the  bill  mentioned 
is,  therefore,  computed  not  to  exeeed  yearly  the  aggregate 
of  $«6,000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtatury. 
To  the  Honorable  Jakes  K.  Polk, 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


September  80,  1837.  Submitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative! by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Estimate  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  its  out- 
standing resources  and  liabilities  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1 S38,  excluding  the  amount  deposited  with  the  Stoles, 
and  assuming  that  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes  will 
have  been  issued,  and  that  all  the  custom  house  bonds 
and  claims  upon  the  banks  be  postponed  till  next  year. 

Estimated  to  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

1st  October,  in  money,  -  $1,000,000 
Do   do   in  the  mint,         -  500,000 

Estimated  receipts  in  the  last  quarter  from 

lands  and  customs,        -  -  2,000,000 

Do    do  fror 


13,500,000 

Expenditures  in  the  last  quarter,  including 
new  appropriations  made  at  the  pre-cnt  ses- 
sion for  the  Florida  war,  the  expenses  of 
the  session,  the  payment  of  debentures,  dec,  10,500,000 

43  000.000 
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Treamry  Note*. 


Probable  amount  which  will  re- 
main unpaid  by  the  banks,  and 

payable  in  1838,    -  -  $7,000,000 

Custom-houM  bonds  payable  in 

1838,         -  -  6,000,000 

Bonds  in  suit,  -  1,000,000 

Bonds  due  from  the  sufferers  by 

the  fire  in  New  Toik,  payable 

in  1 839 -U0,  and '41,  -  1,000,000 
Instalments  doe  from  the  Bank  of 

the  United  8tat*a  in  1 838 -'39, 

and  '40,  exclusive  of  interest,  6,000,000 


21,000,000 
$24,000,000 


Liabilities. 

appropriations,  de- 
he  amount  which  may 
be  curtailed,       -  $f«,000,000 


$22,000,000 


TREASURY  NOTES. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
cx/pirs  of  his  correspondence  with  individuals,  banks, 
Jrc,  in  relation  tn  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  under  au- 
thority of  the  Government  of  the  United  State*.  Oc- 
tober 3,'  1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Trbascrt  Dbpaktxsxt,  October  3,  1837. 

Sis :  This  report  is  presented  in  obedience  lo  a  reso- 
lution, received  the  2d  instant,  in  the  following  words : 

««  Retched,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  Houae  copies  of  all  official 
correspondence  between  the  Department  and  all  indi- 
viduals, banks,  or  other  corporations,  relative  to  a  bill  now 
l>cforo  Congress  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  auch  notes ;  together  with  copies  of  all 
documents  or  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  relative 


thereto." 

Sometime  since  it  was  perceived  that  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees in  both  Houses  of  Congress  had  reported  bills  pro- 
viding for  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  on  an  interest  to  be 
regulated  by  the  President,  but  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent. 
It  waa  obvious  if  such  a  measure  should  become  a  law,  in 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treasury  as  to  funds  on 
the  seaboard,  that  a  great  pressure  and  a  strong  public  ne- 
cessity would  exiat  for  the  immediate  emission  of  some  of 
those  notes.  But  they  could  not  properly  be  issued  with- 
out fixing  on  the  face  of  them  a  definite  rate  of  interest ; 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  this  rate  should  be  each  as 
was  just  and  proper  for  the  public  claimants  as  well  as  the 
Government,  considering  the  present  condition  of  the  money 
market.  Por  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Department  season- 
ably to  obtain  full,  practical,  and  direct  intelligence  on  that 
point,  a  circular  was  prepared,  a  copy  of  which  i*  annexed, 
marked  A .  It  was  supposed  that  the  replies  which  might  be 
received  would,  in  connexion  with  oral  communications  and 
other  information  accessible  here,  furnish  sufficient  facts  to 
ensble  the  President  to  decide  at  once  upon  the  appropri- 

of  notes  as  the  iro- 


uire. 


ri  was  addressed  to  several  banks  and  capital- 

ists in  those  cities  which  were  least  distant,  and  in  which 
the  fuods  that  could  be  raided  ui>on  the  Treasury  notes 


(C 


would  probably  be  first  needed.    A  list  of  all  tl 
persons  to  whom  it  w  as  sent  is  added.  (B. ) 

8uch  answer*  as  have  been  receive  " 
No.  I  to  14.) 

No  forther  com  monies  tioriH  have  been  made  by  the  De- 
partment, growing  out  of  those  answers,  except  in  cms  in- 
stance, to  the  firm  of  Prime,  Ward,  and  King.  A  copy 
of  that  is  annexed.  (D.)  The  above  ta  believed  to  be  nil 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  and  others  in 
relation  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

Should  a  bill  pass  similar  to  either  of  those  now  before 
Congress,  in  respect  to  Treasury  notes,  it  is  contemplated 
to  limit  the  issues,  whether  made  to  individual  creditors  or 
to  lenders  of  money,  lo  auch  an  amount  only  as  msy  be 
necessary  for  meeting  the  most  urgent  demands  on  the 
Government,  till  full  time  for  general  advertisements  and 
offers  has  elapsed  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  riotea 
subsequently  paid  out  can  then  be  fixed  at  a  similar  or  dif- 
ferent rate  of  interest,  taking  care  to  keep  within  the  legal 
limitation  and  conform  to  any  essential  change  which  may 
occur  in  the  money  market,  or  in  the  disposition  of  i  * 
creditors,  capitalists,  or  banks,  to  take 
terially  different. 

The  Department,  however,  from  all  the  information  in  its 
possession,  entertains  no  doubt  that  funds  in  specie  can  be 
obtained,  or  that  creditors  will  he  disposed  to  accept  in  pay- 
ment, at  a  rate  of  interest  within  the  limitation  proposed  in 
the  bill,  notes  sufficient  in  amount  for 
ounly  and 


omptly,  the  public  service. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


jHly  arid  prom 
Hon.  Javse  K.  Polk, 


of 

A. 

TsjUBCsx  Dkpahtxbxt,  Sept.  — ,  1837. 
Sm :  A  hill  ia  now  twfore  Congress  to  aothorite  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may  think  expedient ; 
hut  nut  exceeding  in  the  whole  amount  of  notes  issued, 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denominations 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollsrs  for  any  one  note,  to 
be  reimbursed  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  dates  of  the  said  notes 
respectively. 

I  will  thank  you  to  state  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  your  bank  will  agree  to  receive  the 
said  notes  from  the  Government,  and  give  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Untied  Slates  a  credit  for  the  amount;  to  be  drawn  for 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  payable  in  specie  tf  required  ; 
and  if  ao  to  state  what  amount  your  bank  will 
the  lowest  rsto  of  interest  to  be  borne  by  said  nc 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


•  Cassis*  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


B. 


The  accompanying  printed  circular,  relative  to  the  issue 
of  Treasury  notes,  waa  addressed  to  the  following  banks 
and  individuals : 

Banks. — Maine  Bank,  Portland ;  Commercial  Bank, 
Portsmouth ;  Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston ;  Merchants' 
Bank  Boston;  Bank  of  America,  New  York  ;  Manhattan 
Company,  New  York;  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia;  Union 
Bank  of  Md.  Baltimore;  Planters  and  Mechanics' Bank, 
8.  Carolina,  Charleston  ;  Planters'  Bank,  Gn  ,  Savannah; 
Branch  Bank  ol  Ala.,  Mobile;  Commercial  Bank,  .N.Or- 
leans; Union  Bank,  Louiaiana,  New  Orleans;  Bank  ef 
Virginia,  Richmond. 
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Individual*.— David  Hcnshaw,  Boston  ;  Peter  V,  Brooks, 
13  o.  ton ;  J.  R.  Beers,  New  York ;  J.  J.  A  tier,  New  York ; 
Prime,  Wen),  A  King,  New  York ;  J.  Wright  dt  eons,  N. 
York;  Jacob  Ridgway,  Philadelphia ;  Charles  McA lister, 
Philadelphia;  John  A.  Brown,  Philadelphia;  Wm.  David' 
•on  dc  son,  Philadelphia ;  Alex  *>  Brown  &  eons, Baltimore; 
Wm.  Wilaon,  dc  sons,  Baltimore  ;  Robert  Gilmor,  Balti- 
more; J.  I.  Cohen,  jr.  dt  Brother*,  Baltimore. 

C  No.  1. 

Bah  a:  oi  Axebica,  September  22,  1837. 

Bib  :  I  have  received  jour  printed  communication  of  the 
19th  inatant,  inquiring  whether  this  bank  would  bo  willing 
to  take  any  and  what  portion  of  the  twelve  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  in  case  they  .shall  he  issued  as  contemplated, 
and  at  what  rate  of  interest ;  the  amount  of  the  notes  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  iho  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
subject  to  his  drafts,  payable  in  specie  if  required.  In  re- 
ply, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  the 
deranged  stale  of  the  currency,  and  the  unfortunate  con 
dition  of  the  banks  and  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country,  there  are  considerations  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest that  render  it  difficult  to  give  a  satisfactory 


■ 


of  the  banks  to  resume  their  pay- 
menu  in  specie  at  as  early  a  dey  as  practicable,  and  the 
desire  and  disposition  of  this  bank  is,  to  aland  ready  at  all 
times  to  co-operate  fully  and  elfectunlly  in  the  measure, 
renders  it,  in  our  opinion,  very  doubtful  whether  we  could 
•I  this  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  properly  and 
co  aviate  nil j  assume  the  new  and  extended  liabilities  that 
we  should  incur  by  the  receipt  of  any  considerable  amount 
of  Treasury  notes,  as  suggested  in  your  letter;  cettainly 
not,  nnless  upon  such  terms  as  would  be  perfectly  sure  to 
render  them  equal  to  and  convertible  into  specie  at  any 
and  all  times  before  they  shall  be  redeemed.  Without 
that,  we  could  not  with  propriety  inear  the  liability  to  pay 
for  them  in  specie,  as  we  should  thereby  certainly  weaken 
the  hank,  and  if  not  actually  prevent,  at  least  render  it  less 
able  to  resti me  payments  in  specie  at  the  proper  time. 
The  question  therefore  presents,  will  the  Treasury  notes, 
bearing  an  interest  of  even  six  per  cent.,  and  redeemable 
after  twelve  months,  be  equal  in  value  or  equivalent  to 
specie  in  this  and  our  other  principal  cities  ?  We  think 
not,  so  long  at  least  as  specie  payments  shall  be  suspend- 
ed, and  for  reasons  that  must,  I  think,  be  evident  and  con- 
clusive. We  deem  it,  therefore,  inexpedient  for  this  bank 
to  make  any  offer  at  this  time  for  any  portion  of  the  Treas- 
ury notes  upon  the  basis  named  in  your  letter. 

I  thus  frankly  state  to  you  our  present  views  ot°  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  offer  them  with  reluctance,  because  wc  should 
not  only  bo  gratified,  but  esteem  it  a  particular  duty  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  suitable 
opportunity  to  render  this  bank  useful  to  the  Treasury  and 
to  tho  general  interests  of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  NEW  BOLD,  President. 

Hon.  I.BTI  WoOOBtTBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (/.  8,  Washington. 
C  No.  2. 

CilKABtl  DtNK, 

Philadelphia,  September  21,  t837. 
Sib  :  I  received  duly  your  communication  of  the  1 0th 
instant,  in  which  you  inquire  whether,  in  the  event  of  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  being  authorized  by  Congress, 
this  hank  will  agree  to  receive  such  notes  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  give  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  credit 
for  the  amount  received,  payable  in  specie  if  required  ;  and 
if  so,  requesting  lo  know  what  amount  the  bank  will  re- 
ceive, and  the  lowest  rate  of  interest  to  be  Iwne  by  Raid 


In  reply  to  yonr  inquiry,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that, 
listing  circumstances,  this  bank  would  not  be  wil- 
ling to  increase  its  immediate  specie  liabilities,  and,  therefore, 
would  not  undertake  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  Treasury 
notes  above  alluded  to,  upon  terms  which  would  involve 
the  necessity  of  their  temporary  redemption  by  us  in  specie. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  D.  LEWIS. 

Hon.  Levi  WoonatrBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  3. 
Baltimore,  September  23,  1837. 

8ib  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  the  19th  instant,  which  my  absence  from  town 
till  last  evening  prevented  me  from  replying  to  earlier. 

The  operution  in  Treasury  notes  proposed  by  the  De- 
partment on  which  your  inquiries  arc  founded,  is  one  so 
foreign  to  my  usual  course  of  business  that  I  should  reluc- 
tantly engage  in  it  at  any  time,  but  in  the  present  unsettled 
state  of  the  currency,  I  am  constrained  respectfully  to  de- 
cline it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GILMOR. 
Hon.  Sec beta rt  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  4. 

BaHK  Or  THE  M  AH  II  ATT  AW  CoXrAHT, 

AVu>  York,  September  22,  1837. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
esteemed  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to  the  cashier 
of  this  company,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  board  of 
directors  at  their  next  meeting. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant. 

M.  GEL8T0N,  Pres.  M.  C. 
Hon.  Levi  Woobbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  5. 

Commonwealth  Basic. 
Sib  :  Your  favor  of  the  19th  instant,  relative  to  (he  con- 
templated issue  of  Treasury  notes,  came  duly  lohotid.  The 
directors  are  of  an  opinion  thai  it  will  be  impracticable  for 
this  institution,  in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  lo  ob- 
ligate itself  to  supply  specie  for  Treasury  notes.  They 
would  respectfully  state,  that  should  that  Department  require 
Ibis  bank  to  negotiate  the  notes,  or  to  pay  them  out  on 
drafts  payable  in  notes,  this  service  wilt  be  cheerfully  ren- 
dered. Respectfully, 

CHARLES  HOOD,  Cashier. 
Hon.  Levi  Woobbcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  «. 

Baltimore,  Septcmber20,  1837. 

Sib  :  We  have  received  your  communication  relative  to 
the  Treasury  notes  which  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the 
President  to  issue.  Wc  beg  leave  to  tender  you  our  acknow- 
ledgments for  ihe  proposition  therein  contained,  but  being 
exclusively  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  seldom  im- 
porting articles  subject  to  duty,  these  notes  would  not  be 
available  for  any  purposes  connected  with  our  business, 
and  it  would  not  be  desirable  for  us  to  receive  them. 

We  are,  with  gieat  respect,  vour  obedient  servant?, 

WM.  W1L80N  dc  SONS. 

Hon.  Levi  WonnBuar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  7. 
Baltimohk, 
Sin :  We  feci  obliged  for  your 


tmber  20,  1837. 
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Treasury  Notes. 


ing  ths  Treasury  notes  expected  to  be  issued.  Tb«  price 
•t  which  specie  can  be  obtained  being  very  uncertain, 
and  the  lime  proposed  l»y  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  the 
note*  being  so  abort,  we  are  unwilling  to  make  any  offer 
for  tbem.  If  they  had  three  or  four  yeare  to  run,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rale  of  five  per  cent  per  annum,  wo  think 
they  would  be  made  available  aa  a  remittance  to  England. 

We  remain  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  Mrvants, 
ALEX.  BROWN  At  80N8. 

Hon.  Leti  Woodbcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  8. 

Bostok,  September  26,  1837. 

Sir  .  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  19th,  respect- 
ing Treasury  notes. 

I  do  not  wish  to  uke  any  notes  on  Iho  terms  proponed, 
payable  in  specie  ou  demand  ;  but  will  with  great  pleasure 
receive  and  disburse  them  lor  the  Government,  if  desired. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  HEN8HAW. 

Hon.  Levi  Woosburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  9. 

Uwiox  Bank  or  Mabtlakd,  Sept.  25,  1837. 

8ta  :  Yourcircular,  under  date  of  19th  instant,  in  refer- 
ence to  an  isauc  of  Treasury  notes,  has  been  received,  ami 
I  am  desired  by  the  board  of  directors  to  slate  to  you  that 
they  have  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  that  an  an- 
ewer  will  be  returned  in  afew  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  sir, 


H.  W  EVANS,  President. 

Hon.   IiETI  WoODBl'BT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

CNo.  10. 
New  Yobb.,  September  33,  1837. 

Sia  .  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  19th  instant,  and  in  reply,  beg 
to  state  that  the  existing  slate  of  affair*  renders  it  difficult 
to  name  a  specie  rale  for  Treasury  notes  under  the  proposed 
law,  which  would  at  once  be  deemed  respectful,  and  consist- 
ent with  our  own  interest. 

We  think  Treasury  uotcs,  bearing  interest  at  five  and 
two-fifths  per  cent,  per  annum,  oi  the  description  named, 
would  now  command  in  specie  from  32  a  94  per  cent.,  but 
until  the  law  be  passed  and  its  probable  effects  considered, 
it  would  not  be  practicable  to  nume  a  definite  rate. 

During  Mr.  Dallas's  administration  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  we  realized  for  the  Government  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  Treasury  notes,  convertible  into  7  per  cent, 
stock,  on  commission,  dr.,  placing  the  avails  in  various 
quarters  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  required ;  and  we  should 
cheerfully  render  any  service  inourpowei  upon  similar  terms. 

We  have  the  honor  lo  remain,  fir,  respectfully  yours, 
PRIME,  WARD,  cV  KING. 

Hon.  8ecuetaht  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  11. 
Philadelphia,  September  ti,  1837. 

Sir  :  I  received,  in  due  course,  your  circular  of  the  19th 
instant,  advising  thul  a  bill  is  now  before  Congress  author 
izing  the  President  to  cause  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
and  inquiring  on  what  terms  I  would  agree  lo  receive  said 
notes  and  give  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  credit  for 
the  amount  so  received,  and  lo  l>c  drawn  and  payable  in 
specie,  if  required. 

In  the  present  deranged  state  of  our  currency,  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  specie,  I  should  feel  that  I  was  in- 


curring too  much  risk  to  enter  into  aa  engagement  of  that 
nature  at  the  present  lime. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RIDGWAY. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbobi, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  13. 
Philaprlpbia,  September  25,  1837. 
8ib  :  At  the  close  of  the  hut  week,  we  had  the  honor  to 
receive  your  circular  of  the  19th  instant,  desiring  us  to  state, 
in  the  event  of  Congress  authorizing  the  President  to  cause 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  the  amount  and  terms  on  which 
we  would  agree  to  take  *ome  of  them.  At  present  we  are 
not  inclined  to  engage  in  this  business. 

We  are,  very  tespcctfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant*. 

WM.  DAVIDSON  de  80NS. 
Hon.  Lcti  Woodbcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  13. 

Commercial  Bask,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

September  27,  I8t7. 

6ib  :  I  had  the- honor  to  receive  yourcircular  letter  of  the 
19th  instant;  and  the  same  has  been  laid  before  our  board 
of  directors,  who  direct  me  to  aay  that  they  should  be  happy 
to  receive  Treasury  notes  from  the  Government,  end  give 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  SiaU-a  a  credit  for  the  amount, 
lo  be  drawn  lor  an  may  be  necessary  ;  provided  the  same  can 
be  paid  in  the  bills  of  the  bank,  drafts  on  Boston  hanks,  or 
Treasury  notes,  at  the  option  of  the  claimant. 

The  amount  of  the  Treasury  note*  may  be  limited  to  the 
sum  required  for  the  public  service  here ;  the  notes  to  bear 
such  rate  of  interest  as  may  be  agreed  on  iu  larger  cities. 
It  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  bank,  without  great 
sacrifice,  to  furnish  specie  for  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  while  the  tanks  in  the  large  ciu'ee  con- 
iiuue  the  «uspen»ion  of  specie  pay  menu ;  besides,  if  it  was 
once  understood  that  the  bank  was  under  an 
with  the  Treasury  to  pay  all 
be  demanded  in  every  case. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MELCHER.  J  a.,  Cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woopbcrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

C  No.  14. 

Bi>K  or  Vihoiria,  September  30,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  in  regard  to  the 
receipt  of  Treasury  notes,  wa«  duly  received.  While  the 
board  of  director*  have  respectfully  considered  the  subject, 
they  do  qot  feel  justified  in  agreeing  to  receive  such  notes, 
under  the  obligation  to  pay  specie  for  them  during  the  gen- 
eral suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The 
amount  of  paymeuta  to  the  United  8tutes  in  this  quarter  is 
so  inconsiderable,  that  it  is  probable  the  bank  could  dittos* 
of  very  few  of  the  Treasury  notes,  unless  ihe  ralo  of  inter- 
est they  should  bear  might  induce  money-lenders  to  take 
ihetn  for  the  sake  of  that  interest. 

I  have  to  add,  that  this  bank  will  readily  sfford  all  the 
facility  in  its  power  to  the  circulation  of  such  Treasury  notes 
as  may  come  into  its  possession  in  the  way  of  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re*pe>  tfullv,  your  obedient 
aervant,  A.  ROBINSON,  Catkin. 


Hon.  Levi  Woodbury 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
D. 

Treablrt  Dr  part  me  xt,  Sept.  58,  1837. 

Gebtlkmex  :  Your  communication  of  the  22d  was  duly 
received,  and  should  your  services  be  required  hereafter,  in 
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er  proposed,  it  will  afford  me 

our  propoaiuon. 

wy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Pa  ink,  Witt,  and  Kixe,  New  York. 


to 


ANNEXATION  OF  TEXAS  TO  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 


i  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive* of  the  13/A  instant,  respecting  an  annejeation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States.    October  3,  1837,  read 
and  laid  upon  the  took. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States . 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative* of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  an  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  State*,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  ac- 
companied. M.  VAN  BUREN. 
WasaiBoio*,  September  30,  1837. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  .■ 

The  Secretary  of  8tate,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  13th  in- 
stant, requesting  <•  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  to  that  House,  if  in  his  opinion  it  should  bo 
compatible  with  the  public  interest,  whether  any  proposi- 
tion has  boon  made  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  Texas 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  said  republic  of  Texas  to  ibis  Union ;  and,  if 
such  proposition  has  been  made,  what  answer  has  been 
returned,  and  all  correspondence  which  has  taken  pi  wee 
relating  thereto,"  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Texan,  on  the  aubject 
of  the  resolution  referred,  and  to  represent  that  the  inquiry 
made  in  that  resolution  is  answered  by  the  documents  now 
respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

DtP*BTirawT  or  Statx, 

Washington,  Srptcmbcr  30,  1837. 

" 

General  Hunt  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Tkxiik  Lkoatio.v, 
Washington  city,  August  4,  1837. 
Si  a:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  in  conformity 
with  instructions  from  his  Government,  asks  the  consider- 
ation of  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  ou  the  euljecl  of  a  proposiiion  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  which 
proposiiion  he  has  now  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  sub- 
mit. 

In  presenting  the  question  through  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  Bute  of  the  United  Stole*  to  this  Government, 
the  undersigned  solicit*,  in  advance,  the  greatest  indul- 
gence for  the  latitude  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  in 
opening  this  negotislion.  The  subject  is  one  of  so  much 
magnitude  that  it  is  impossible,  in  a  aingle  paper,  to  ex- 
hibit even  its  general  outlines,  and  the  undersigned  will 
perhaps  have  sufficiently  trespassed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  he  shall  have, 
in  the  first  place,  briefly  set  forth  a  comparative  history  of 
Texas  and  Mexico,  which  has  been  so  much  misrepresent- 
ed by  the  recent  envoy  of  Mexico  to  this  Government,  and 
in  the  second  place,  he  shall  have  stated  the  main 
of  the  two  republic*  i*  pro- 


posed by  Texas,  and  shall  have  concluded  by  suggesting 
some  few  of  the  great  advantages,  both  national  and  social, 
which  would  result  to  the  two  contracting  parlies  from 
the  proposed  amalgamation  of  their  resjiective  sovereignties. 

With  the  exception  of  the  6rst  Presidency  under  the 
federal  constitution,  that  of  Victoria,  Mexico  has  exhibited 
a  series  of  revolutions,  attended  with  the  most  disastrous 
civil  wars.  Iturbide,  who  was  chosen  and  proclaimed  by 
a  licentious  soldiery,  was  dethroned  and  put  to  death, 
after  a  short  reign,  too  turbulent  to  be  regarded,  even  dur- 
ing that  brief  period,  as  a  Government.  The  righu  of 
property  were  not  respected,  and  foreign  merchants  as  well 
as  native  were  exposed  to  his  rapacity.  Witness  the 
seizure  of  money  at  Perote. 

After  the  downfall  of  Iturbide,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  of  1824,  which  is  a  transcript  of  that  of  the 
United  States,  affairs  wer«?,  for  some  time,  conducted 
peaceably,  and  were  only  interrupted  by  tho  episode  of 
the  revolt  of  General  Bravo,  the  Vice  President.  Yet, 
during  that  period,  the  laws  of  nations  were  repeatedly 
violated,  and  the  property  of  foreign  merchants  preyed  up- 
on by  the  corrupt  and  venal  agents  of  the  Goverm: 
(See  the  history  of  the  claims  of  American  citii.cn*.) 

The  termination  of  Victoria's  presidency  was  dis 
by  the  quarrel  between  tho  rival  candidates  for  the  succes- 
sion, which,  after  a  bloody  contest,  terminated  by  elevating 
to  the  Presidency  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  General 
Guerrero,  and  the  banishment  of  Pedraio,  hi*  competitor. 
A  short  year,  marked  with  disorder  and  mn>rulc,  termina- 
ted the  career  of  this  revolutionary  hero.  The  struggle 
cost  him  his  power  and  his  life,  and  the  whole  country 
was  convulsed,  by  this  civil  strife  Tut  Vice  President, 
Bust^menle,  succeeded  Guerrero,  but  the  war  continued 
in  differs nt  parts  of  Mexico,  rendering  life  and  property 
After  a  short  period  of  convulsions,  Bu>tamente 
banished  and  Santa  Anna  succeeded  to  power.  He 
elevated  by  lite  joint  efforts  of  the  aristocracy  and  the 
priesthood,  who  made  use  of  the  successful  soldier  of  for- 
tune to  overthrow  the  free  institutions  of  the  country.  His 
reign  of  misrule  and  career  of  blood  will  lie  presently  no- 
ticed. He  is  now  at  Mango  de  Cluvo,  the  tiger  in  his 
lair,  ready  to  go  forth  seeking  whom  ho  may  devour.  It 
is  true,  Bostamentc  is  again  in  power,  but  it  is  notorious 
that  the  pooplc  have  br en  juggled  out  of  their  liberties,  and 
are  dissatisfied.  The  Government  which  was  their  choice 
has  been  overthrown,  and  centralism  forced  upon  them  by 
the  sword  ;  this  change  sanctioned  by  mock  acta  of  a  spu- 
rious legislature,  and  the  States  reduced  to  submission  by 
force. 

Willi  this  brief  view  of  the  factious  struggles  of  Mexico, 
the  undersigned  approaches  the  exposition  of  iho  history  of 
Texas,  which  he  conceives  to  be  an  important  preliminary 
to  the  due  consideration  of  the  aubject  of  annexation. 

Until  tho  settlement  of  Austin's  first  colony  in  1821, 
Texas,  for  the  most  part,  was  an  unexplored  wilderness. 
The  Spaniards  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  rercue  it  from 
the  wild  tribes  of  the  forest.    So  early  as  the  year  1608 
the  old  Spanish  town  of  Bexar  was  founded  ;  in  1716,  La 
Bahia,  afterwards  Goliad;  Nacogdoches  in  1732  ;  Victoria 
at  a  later  period.    But  these  old  Spanish  settlement*  con- 
tinued to  be  surrounded  by  prowling  parties  of  savage  In- 
dians, and,  up  to  the  year  1821,  Tcxian  civilization  wa* 
!  only  to  be  found  within  the  narrow  precincts  of  their  res- 
pective jurisdictions. 
J     On  the  17th  of  January,  1821,  Moses  Au*tin  obtained 
i  pormission  from  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  eastern 
j  internal  provinces  of  New  Spain,  at  Monterey,  to  settle  a 
colony  of  emigrants  in  Texas,  and  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber following,  his  son,  Stephen  F.  Austin,  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  enterprise  in  obedience  to  the  testamentary 
request  of  his  father,  appeared  upon  the  river  Brazos  with 
lbs  first  Anglo-American  settlers.    From  that  period  may 
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ihe  Anglo  American  history  of  a  country  which 
wn  into  notice  with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  al- 
ready presents  itself  as  another  monument  of  the  indomita- 
ble energy  of  the  extraordinary  race  by  which  it  was  popu- 
lated. 

In  the  mean  time  Mexico  had  shaken  off  the  Spanish 
yoke,  and  established  herself  as  a  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent Government.  Anxious,  however,  to  increase  her  po- 
litical influence  and  renources  by  every  means  in  her  pow- 
er, and  prompted  by  a  desire  to  repress  ttte  Indians  on  her 
northern  frontiers,  observing,  too,  the  beneficial  effects  re- 
sulting from  the  liberal  system  of  naturalization  adopted  in 
the  United  8tates,  she  determined  to  pursue  a  similar  course 
of  policy  in  relation  to  aliens. 

Accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  January,  18*3,  a  national 
colonization  law  was  adopted  by  the  Mexican  Congress, 
and  approved  by  the  Emperor,  Don  AugusUn  Iturbide,  and 
on  the  18th  of  February  a  decree  was  issued,  authorizing 
Austin  to  proceed  with  his  colony  ;  which  decree,  after  the 
abdication  of  Iturbide,  and  the  change  of 
sequent  thereon,  was  confirmed  by  the  first 
Council,  in  accordance  with  a  special  order  of  the  Mexican 

Congress. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1 8*4,  the  federal  constitution  of 
Mexico,  based  upon  that  of  the  United  States,  was  proclaim- 
ed as  the  established  polity  of  the  land ;  and,  by  a  decree  of 
the  7ih  of  May,  of  the  same  year,  the  provinces  of  Texas 
and  Coahuila  were  provisionally  united,  to  form  one  of  the 
constituent  and  sovereign  Stales  of  the  Mexicancotifedcracy . 

On  the  18lh  of  August  another  general  colonization  law 
was  passed,  and  ratified  by  the  Supreme  Government  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  foreigners  emigrating  lo  tn*  coun- 
try, and  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  said  law,  were 
guarantied  in  the  protection  of  their  persons  and  proj>erty, 
and  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  Mexican 
citizens.  Moreover,  by  the  State  colonisation  law  of  Coa- 
huila and  Texas,  of  the  24th  of  March,  18*5,  they  were 
specifically  invited  to  come  and  settle  within  the  limits  of 
that  especial  Stale  jurisdiction. 

Under  these  various  enactments,  but  particularly  after 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  current  of  em- 
igration continued  to  flow  in  ami  spread  itself  with  acceler- 
ated rapidity  over  the  fertile  domain  of  the  then  province  of 
Texas.  The  forest  gave  way  to  the  axe  of  the  pioneer;  the 
wild  prairie  to  the  ploughshare  of  the  husbandman.  Plant- 
ations were  opened.  Villages  sprung  up  on  the  hunting- 
ground  of  the  savage.  New  colonies)  were  introduced, 
planted,  fostered,  and  matured ;  and  in  the  brief  period  of 
nine  years  from  ihe  first  settlement  under  Austin,  the  en- 
terprise of  the  Anglo-American  settler  had  explored  the 
whole  southern  moiety  ol  the  province,  redeemed  it  from 
the  wilderness  of  the  wild  beast  and  the  ravage,  covered  it 
with  a  hardy  and  industrious  population,  and  intermixed 
bis  labor  with  its  most  valuable  soils. 

True,  in  emigrating  to  Texas,  the  enterprising  colonist 
bad  expatriated  himself,  and  foregoL c  the  well-tried  insti- 
tutions of  his  motherland;  but  the  institution*  he  now  lived 
under  were  modelled  upon  those  he  had  reluctantly  aban- 
doned. His  spirits  and  his  habits,  and  his  inbred  and  un- 
compromising republicanism  continued  the  same,  and  be 
was  as  ready  to  rcsi*t  the  invasion  of  his  chartered  right* 
under  the  Mexican  constitution  of  1824,  as  he  would  have 
been  to  have  thrown  himself  into  the  breach  in  behalf  of 
that  sacred  instrument  under  which  he  had  been  bom  and 


Up  to  the  year  1830,  the  people  of  Texas  had  taken  but 
little  concern  in  the  series  of  political  convulsions  which 
had  so  closely  followed  one  another  in  the  interior  of  Mex- 
ico. So  long  as  they  were  left  unmolested  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  own  rights,  their  natural  disposition  fur  peace 
restrained  them  from  participating  in  the  internal  commo- 

13  at  their  rapidly  growing  strength, 


and  steady  adherence  to  republican  principles, 
to  attract  the  notice  and  excite  the  jealousy  of  the 
Government.  This  was  plainly  evinced  by  the  passage  of 
the  arbitrary  law  of  the  Gib  of  April,  1830,  by  which  lbs 
further  introduction  or  immigration  of  American  settlers 
into  Texas  was  expressly  and  totally  prohibited  for  the  fu- 
ture. Military  posts  were  established  over  the  province ; 
the  civil  authorities  were  trampled  under  foot,  and  the 
pie  of  Texas,  for  a  time,  were  subjected  to  the  < 
tyranny  of  unrestrained  military  misrule. 

In  1832,  Bustatnente  had  established  himself  upon  tbs 
ruins  of  the  federal  constitution.  The  colonists  now  flew 
to  arms.  On  the  28th  of  June,  with  greatly  inferior  num- 
bers, they  besieged  and  took  the  fort  of  Velaeco.  They 
then  attacked  the  garrison  at  Anshuac,  and  reduced  that 
also.  This  achievement  was  shortly  followed  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  garrison  at  Nacogdoches,  and,  in  DccemUv 
of  the  same  year,  upon  the  suspension  of  hostilities  between 
Generils  Santa  Anna  and  Bustamente,  the  colonists  found 
themselves  once  more  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  < 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  constitution  and  the  ! 
which  they  consented  to  become  Mexican  citizens. 

1833.  Texas,  now  conscious  of  her  integral  strength, 
and  anxious  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  State,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  decree  of  the  7th  of  May,  1824,  which  had 
promised  and  secured  to  her  a  separate  constitution,  so 
soon  as  she  was  in  possession  of  the  necessary  elements  of 
self-government,  assembled  a  general  convention  at  Sao 
Felipe,  foi  the  purpose  of  draughting  an  instrument  suited 
to  the  wants  and  peculiar  character  and  habits  of  her  people. 
Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  Stephen  F. 
A  ustin  was  commissioned  to  present  the  constitution  agreed 
upon,  with  a  petition  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  said  decree  of 
the  7th  of  May.  The  respectful  petition  of  the  people  of 
Texas  was  treated  with  disdain,  and  their  commissioner  in- 
carcerated in  a  dungeon. 

1835.  Affairs  were  now  verging  to  an  important  crisis. 
General  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  hod  openly  decla- 
red in  favor  of  centralism,  which,  however  specious  in  its 
pretences,  was  really  based  upon  the  downfall  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  the  consolidation  of  all  power,  civil  and 
military;  in  the  hands  of  a  single  individual  Many  of  the 
States  bad  recourse  to  arms  in  support  of  their  sovereignty, 
and  Santa  Anna  took  the  field  against  them.  The  blood- 
stained march  of  the  usurper  was  invariably  attended  with 
the  most  triumphant  success.  One  by  one  the  State*  top- 
pled and  fell.  The  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  was 
dissolved  st  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  noble  Stale  of 
Zacatecas,  battling  to  the  last  for  her  liberties,  and  weltering 
in  the  life-blood  of  her  butchered  citizens,  was  forced  to  yield 
to  the  relentless  terms  of  the  dictator.  Mexican  liberty  fled, 
and  found  her  only  place  of  refuge  among  the  Anglo- Ame- 
ricans, of  Texas. 

Corresponding  committee*  of  safety  and  vigilance  were 
now  formed  in  all  the  municipalities  of  the  province.  With 
a  single  voice,  they  declared  for  the  support  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms.  There  w  as  no 
alternative  left  them,  and  the  people  of  Texas  plunged  into 
the  contest  for  the  protection  of  their  liberties.  On  the 
28th  of  September,  1638,  they  defeated  a  detachment  of 
Mexicans  Kt  Gonzales.  On  the  9th  of  Octol>er,  they  storm- 
ed and  toi>k  the  strong  fortress  of  Goliad.  In  the  some 
month,  they  invested  the  city  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar. 
On  the  28tb,  they  fought  the  battle  of 


men  obtained  n  signal  victory  over  tour 
hundred  Mexican  regulars.  On  the  3d  of  November,  they 
captured  the  garrison  at  Sepantillan.  Shortly  after,  they 
defeated  the  enemy  at  San  Patricio.  On  the  8tb,  the  Mex- 
icans were  again  discomfited  in  the  vicinity  of  8on  . 
On  the  26th,  they  were  once  more  routed,  wit 
siderable  loss.  On  the  6th  of  December,  the  town  of  Ssn 
Antonio  was  stormed  by  three  hundred  Americans,  under 
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the  gallant  Milam,  and,  after  five  days'  incessant  fighting, 
General  Cos  was  forced  to  capitulate,  and  thirteen  hundred 
Mexicans  were  set  at  liberty,  on  their  parole  of  honor  *  *  that 
they  would  not,  in  any  way,  (thereafter,)  oppose  the  re- 
estahlishment  of  the  federal" constitution  of  1824."  Thus 
ampaign,  an*  the  tri-eolored  flag  of  the 
continued  to  wave  id  Texaa — but  of  all 
Me  ties,  in  Tens  alone. 

November  3,  188$.  In  the  mean  time,  the  delegates  of 
the  people  had  assembled  in  "general  consultation"  at 
San  Felipe  de  Austin.  Their  deliberations  resulted  in  a 
eelemn  declaration  that  they  had  taken  up  a  mm  in  defence 
of  the  republican  principles  of  the  federal  constitution  of 
1824;  that  they  would  continue  faithful  to  the  Mexican 
■confederacy,  bo  long  as  it  should  be  governed  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  that  were  framed  for  the  protection  of 
their  political  right*;  that  they  were  no  longer  morally  or 
civilly  hound  by  the  compact  of  union,  bat  that,  stimulated 
by  the  generosity-  and  sympathy  common  to  a  free  people, 
they  offered  their  support  and  assistance  to  such  of  the 
members  i*f  the  confederacy  as  would  take  up  arms  against 
military  despotism.  This  declaration  met  with  no  response 
from  the  interior,  and  Texas  was  left  alone  and  singlo- 
lianded  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  forces  of  the  dictator. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1886,  General  Sanla  Anna 
appeared  on  the  riser  San  Antonio,  in  Texas,  at  the  head 
of  a  well-appointed  army  of  eitjht  thousand  men.  On  the 
81st  he  enlered  the  town  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  and 
the  Texian  garrison,  one-  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  re- 
tired within  the  walls  of  the  Alamo.  On  the  8th  of  March, 
after  an  incessant  bombardment  of  several  days,  the  Alamo 
wn  taken  by  assault,  and  4Travi*,  Bowie,  and  Crockett, 
with  their  liltle  band  of  heroes,  were  all  put  to  the  sword. 
The  Mexican  loss  before  this  fort,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
•mounted  to  near  fifteen  hundred.  On  the  18th  of  March, 
near  Goliad,  the  Texiana  under  Fannin  were  surrounded 
and  attacked  by  a  much  superior  force  of  Mexicans  under 
Urres,  in  the  middle  of  an  open  prairie.  The  enemy  were 
at  first  bealen  of£  but  the  next  morning  receiving  a  strong 
reinforcement  with  artillery  from  Goliad,  the  Texian  troops, 
being  completely  hemmed  in,  and  cat  off  entirely  from  wa- 
ter, surrendered  on  condition  of  being  released  on  parole, 
and  transported  to  the  United  States.  The  terms  of  the 
capitulation  were  shamefully  violated,  and  Fannin  and  his 
comrades  were  treacherously  massacred  in  cold  blood. 

Notwithstanding  the  ne*r  approach  of  the  Mexican 
forces,  reeking  as  they  were  from  their  recent  victories  in 
the  interior,  and  headed  by  a  leader  whom  they  believed  to 
be  invincible,  the  newly-elected  convention  met  st  Wash- 
ington at  the  appointed  time,  and,  in  conformity  with  their 
instructions,  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1886,  made  a  formal 
and  absolute  declaration  of  independence.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  frame  a  constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 

?>le  of  independent  Texas  for  adoption ;  am),  after  organix- 
ng  a  Government  ad  interim,  composed  of  a  President, 
Vice  President,  and  cabinet,  they  adjourned  in  lime  for 
many  of  their  number  to  join  the  patriot  army  under  Gen- 
eral Houston  before  his  meeting  with  the  enemy.  On  the 
81st  of  April  Texian  independence  was  scaled  and  conse- 
crated by  the  blood  of  its  enemies  on  the  field  of  San  Ja- 
cinto. The  Mexican  General  and  President  was  there  met 
by  General  Houston,  ihc  division  he  commanded  in  person 
totally  annihilated,  he  himself  was  made  prisoner,  and  be- 
came a  suppliant  for  the  poor  boon  of  his  forfeited  life,  at 
the  bands  of  a  magnanimous  victor.  On  the  84th  of 
April  the  shattered  remnant  of  the  Mexican  army,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  only  four  thousand  worn-out  and  dispirited 
wretches,  commenced  their  retreat  in  the  most  miserable 
condition,  and  were  permitted  to  leave  the  country  with  all 
r,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  armi- 


It  is  thus  that  Texian  independence  has  been  achieved. 
The  justice  of  this  Government  has  proclaimed  to  the  world 
its  acknowledgment  of  that  independence,  and  its  recogni- 
tion of  Texas  as  one  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  eaith.  The 
undersigned  (eels  emboldened  by  these  high  reflections,  and 
approaches,  with  an  anxious  solicitude,  but  a  just  confi- 
dence, the  proposition  to  unite  the  two  people  under  one 
and  the  same  Government. 

Numerous  examples  of  the  amalgamation  of  sovereign- 
ties may  bo  found  in  the  history  of  nations,  but  force,  and 
not  a  mutual  affection  and  interest,  has  been  the  general 
inducement  to  the  formation  of  such  bonds,  and  it  is,  per- 
haps, impossible  to  find  in  the  annals  of  any  age  a  i 
plcUt  precedent  of  the  one  now  under  discussion. 
set'Ls  to  be  annexed,  first  and  foremost,  because  she  is  a 
nation  of  the  same  blood  with  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  history  of  this  country  is  her  history.  She 
claims  annexation  by  the  kindred  ties  of  blood,  language, 
institutions ;  by  a  common  origin,  by  a  common  history, 
and  by  a  common  freedom.  Her  gallant  sons  were  born 
upon  your  soil,  and  they  exult  in  the  conviction  that  at 
Goliad,  San  Antonio,  Conception,  and  San  Jacinto,  they 
attested  the  legitimacy  of  their  Anglo-American  blond ;  and, 
appealing  to  victories  in  the  cense  of  liberty,  they  ask  if 
the  single  star  of  Texas  is  not  worthy  to  be  added  to  the 
brilliant  cluster  on  their  mother  flag  ? 

In  the  short  perfbd  of  two  years  Texas  has  revolted, 
formed  a  provisional  Gevernment,  declared  her  indepen- 
dence, achieved  it  by  the  sword,  formed  and  adopted  a 
civil  constitution,  established  a  permanent  Government, 
and  obtained  at  the  hands  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  Gov- 
ernments in  the  world  an  acknowledgment  of  her  indepen- 
dence. She  has  a  territory  estimated  at  near  two  hundred 
thousand  square  miles;  a  population  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, capable  of  promptly  throwing  in»o  the  field  an  army 
of  eight  thousand  strong  ;  and  such  is  the  fertility  of  her  soil, 
■ind  the  industry  of  her  people,  that,  besides  the  productions 
necessary  for  the  support  of  her  population,  her  exports  of 
cotton  will  probably  this  year  amount  to  fifty  thousand 
bales.    Her  revenue,  arising  from  imposts  and  taxes  under 
a  law  of  the  late  Congress,  without  reference  to  the  income 
ing  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  has  been  cs- 
at  half  a  million  of  dollars.    The  great  extent  of 
her  public  domain,  capable  of  sustaining  n  population  of 
ten  millions,  embracing  every  variety  of  soil,  and  blessed 
with  a  climate  most  propitious  for  agricultural  pursuits, 
justifies  the  assertion  that  Texas  is,  for  her  population,  a 
nation  of  equal  resources  with  any  other  on  the  globe.  The 
undersigned,  therefore,  feels  confident  that  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  at  once  perceive  that  the  people 
of  Texas,  in  assigning  their  affection  for  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  as  their  principal  reason  for  desiring  annex- 
ation, are  amply  provided  with  all  the  resources  to  become 
of  themselves  a  powerful  notion. 

Thus,  then,  it  is  that  Texas,  in  seeking  to  place  herself 
among  the  8utes  of  the  Union,  is  prompted  mainly  by  a 
filial  reverence  for  the  constitution  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  She  has  no  expectation  of  au  invasion, 
much  leas  of  a  reconquest,  at  the  hands  of  Mexico.  The  hu- 
miliating defeat  and  capture  of  General  Santa  Anna  at  San 
Jacinto  is  too  fresh  upon  the  memories  of  her  soldiery  to 
justify  the  indulgence  of  any  such  apprehensions.  Nor 
docs  she  seek  annexation  as  a  shield  of  protection  against 
the  interference  of  European  monarchies.  Since  the  recog- 
nmon  oi  ner  inuepenuence  uy  me  oovornmeni  oi  tins 
country,  she  has  too  much  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and 
the  justice  of  England  and  France  to  suppose  that  either 
of  the  crowned  heads  of  those  two  nations  will  occupy  any 
other  than  positions  of  the  most  decided  neutrality  with 
reference  to  the  difficulties  between  Mexico  and  herself; 
and  should  this  proposition  of  annexation  not  be  acceded 
to  by  this  Government,  she  confidently  expects  at  the  hand 
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of  every  civilized  nation  of  Europe  the  honors  of  a  recogni- 
tion m  a  preliminary  step  to  the  formation  of  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce. 

In  reviewing  the  interests  of  the  two  republics,  involved 
in  this  question  of  annexation,  the  undersigned  cannot 
concede  that  the  United  Stales  encounters  an  equal  sacri- 
fice with  the  people  of  Texas.  Texas  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation not  only  the  resource*  already  recapitulated,  but  her 
sovereignly.  8be  brings,  too,  that  which  in  the  eyes  of 
the  naval  Pownrs  of  Europe,  will  constitute  the  material 
ground  for  the  formation  of  the  most  libera]  commercial 
treaties,  via:  her  immense  forests  of  live  oak,  comprising, 
according  to  the  eetimste  of  President  Houston,  in  his 
message  of  the  6lh  of  May,  1837,  "four-fifths  of  all  that 
specie*  of  timber  now  in  the  work]."  81m  brings,  too,  a 
market  for  all  the  various  manufactures  and  for  all  the  ag- 
ricultural products  of  the  United  States,  excepting  those  of 
cotton  and  sugar,  and  these  she  will  contribute  from  her 
own  soil  to  swell  the  already  colossal  amount  of  the  exports 
of  this  nation.  The  territory,  and  with  it  the  enterprise  of 
the  country  will  be  extended;  her  political  power  will  be 
increased,  and  the  undersigned  trusts  that  he  will  not  be 
considered  intrusive  in  expressing  his  deep  conviction  that 


the  union  of  these  States  will  be  strengthened  by  the  an- 
nexation of  a  people  whose  proudest  impulses  are  for  its 
continuance  and  glory. 

What  advantage  the  United  States  brings  to  this  nego- 
tiation, the  undersigned  will  not  presume  to  suggest.  Her 
immense  resources,  her  splendid  Heels,  her  power  to  raise 
armies,  her  magnificent  Government,  her  unexampled  ca- 
reer of  prosperity,  her  incomparable  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and,  finally,  all  her  attributes  of  greatness,  are  sources 
of  as  much  congratulation  to  the  people  of  Texas  as  they 
can  possibly  be  to  herself.  What  Texas  wishes  at  tho 
hands  of  the  Government  of  this  Union  is  simply  annexa- 
tion, an  amalgamation  of  nags;  and  the  undersigned  as- 
sures the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  that  this  is  the 
solitary  advantage  which  be  seeks  to  gain  in  this  negotia- 
tion, but  which,  he  begs  leave  to  aay,  he  hopes  to  accom- 
plish upon  the  high  principle  of  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
just  righu  and  dignity  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Texian 
nation. 

The  undersigned  will  not  conceal  from  the  honorable  the 
stary  of  State,  hia  apprehensions  that  any  delay  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  annexation  may  be  fatal  to  iu 
ultimate  accomplishment.  Diplomatic  relations  with  fo- 
reign Towers  are  now  in  the  progress  of  being  established, 
and  the  result  of  these  interchange*  will  be  commercial 
treaties,  involving  difficulties  which  may  be  insurmounta- 
ble in  any  subsequent  arrangement  of  the  question,  and, 
therefore,  the  undersigned  is  especially  instructed  to  urge, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  tbe  immediate  discussion 
and  negotiation  of  a  treaty  of  annexation.  Texas  is  not 
disposed  to  yield  to  any  foreign  nation  the  privileges  of  tier 
coast,  involving  the  command  of  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  nor 
can  she  concede  them  to  the  United  States,  unless  in  a 
treaty  of  union.  As  an  independent  Power,  her  interests 
would  conflict  with  those  of  the  United  States,  and,  with- 
out annexation,  her  struggle  in  the  formation  of  commer- 
cial treaties  would  most  naturally  be  directed  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  tbe  principle  of  a  preference  of  her  cotton  and 
other  products  in  foreign  markets  over  those  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  such  relations,  when  once  established,  would, 
it  will  be  at  once  perceived,  very  much  embarrass,  if  not 
render  totally  impracticable,  a  treaty  of  annexation. 

It  is  a  matter  not  to  be  disguised,  that  Texas  must  chiefly 
people  ber  extensive  domain  from  the  United  States.  With 
a  soil  better  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  sugar 
than  that  of  this  country,  and  with  all  the  benefits  of  com- 
mercial treaties  concentrated  upon  tbe  advancement  of  these 
two  interests,  she  would  present  herself  a*  a  powerful  rival 
to  the  agriculture  of  this  Union.    With  the  same  political 


institutions,  a  chesper  soil,  and  superior  advantages  to  the 
cotton  and  sugar  planter,  she  would  drain  this  country  of 
much  of  its  most  valuable  labor  and  population,  but  whether 
to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  affect  the  interest  of  the 
United  Staten,  the  undersigned  will  not  ^presume  to  sug- 
gest Texas,  too,  as  an  independent  nation,  must,  in  the 
regulation  of  her  land  system,  present,  in  the  cheapness  of 
ber  prices,  the  highest  indncementa  to  emigration ;  and 
will,  no  doubt,  soon  claim  the  attention  of  that  trans- At- 
lantic enterprise  and  capital  which  now  flow  into  tbe  Unt- 
ied States. 

The  underfilled  tegs  leave  most  respectfully  to  suggest 
to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  the  event  of 
Texas  remaining  in  the  attitude  of  an  independent  Power, 
there  will  arise,  from  tbe  very  strict  resemblance  of  tbe 
people  and  the  institutions  of  the  two  countries,  many 
questions  of  conflicting  interest,  the  adjustment  of  which 
will  be  most  difficult  and  painful.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  the  people  of  Texas  to  regard  those  of  the  Unite*)  State* 
in  the  character  of  foreigners,  and  separated  from  one 
another  by  only  an  imaginary  line.  It  may  fairly  be  pre- 
dicted that  the  local  authorities  of  the  two  Powers  would 
come  into  frequent  and  violent  collision.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  law  would  be  interrupted,  or  its  penalties  eva- 
ded; and,  in  the  general  entanglement  of  jurisdictions  upon 
tbe  frontier,  it  is  feared  that  public  justice  would  not  bo 
w«  II  sustained.  It  would  be  impracticable  for  either  Power 
to  enforce  its  revenue  system,  and  should  the  tariffs  of  tho 
two  countries  differ  essentially,  as  must  be  thecaee,  nothing 
but  tbe  enforcement  of  the  most  cruel  and  unpopular  laws 
could  possibly  secure  the  just  collection  of  custom-house 
duties.  • 

The  undersigned,  in  discussing  this  question,  begs  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  I 


the  fact,  that  tbe  annexation  of  Texas  would  insure  to  the 
United  States  the  complete  command  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. Thcro  is  no  point  on  the  whole  coast  of  that  magnifi- 
cent sea  more  admirably  suited  to  tbe  purposes  of  a  naval 
depot  than  Galveston ;  and,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of 
interminable  groves  of  litre  oak,  ships  of  war  might  be  built 
and  equipj>ed  for  sea,  as  it  were  within  sight  of  the  very 
forests  out  of  which  t  ey  were  constructed.  This  country 
having  already  a  vast  interest  to  protect  on  the  shores  of 
the  Golf  of  Mexico,  the  concentrated  trade  of  the  West  at 
New  Orleans,  of  Alabama  at  Mobile,  and  of  the  Florida 
cities,  would  find,  in  the  possession  of  Texas,  the  means 
of  occupying  a  position  of  decided  supremacy  over  tho 
waters  of  tho  Gulf ;  and  it  is  questioned  whether  even  the) 
possession  of  Cuba  would  bring  with  it  thoss  facilities  of 
controlling  and  keeping  in  check  the  pretension  of  •  rival 
Power,  which  would  accrue  from  tbe  extension  of  the  limits 
of  the  United  8tates  to  the  line  of  tbe  Rio  del  Norte. 

It  ie  moot  respectfully  suggested  whether  the  annexation 
of  Texas  would  not  contribute  to  insure  the  peace  of  the 
Indian  frontier  of  tbe  two  countries,  and  thus  extend  to 
the  farthest  southwest  the  boundaries  of  civilii 
protection  and  privileges  of  order  and  good 
By  her  admission  into  the  Union,  the  present  ( 
Stales  could  bo  easily  protected  from  the  numerous  tribas 
of  tbe  Camsnches  and  other  savages  now  accumulated  on 
their  frontier,  and  it  is  questioned  whether  any  thing  would 
so  impress  the  minds  of  the  Indian  warriors  with  a  sense 
of  our  power  as  the  union  of  two  people,  whom,  even  di- 
vided and  single-handed,  they  found  to  be  invincible  m 
arms. 

The  undesigned  most  respectfully  represents  to  the  hon- 
orable tbe  Secretary  of  State,  that  in  this  paper  he  does 
not  presume  to  have  presented  all  the  inducements  to  the 
union  of  the  two  republics.  He  has  not  thought  it  re- 
spectful to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  tho  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State,  either  bv  an  extended  detail  of  the 
resources  of  Texas,  or  of  tbe  mutual  benefits  involved  in  • 
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treaty  of  annexation.  The  mineral  wealth  of  the  country, 
comprising  valuable  mines  of  ailver  and  lead,  immense 
strata  of  iron  and  coal,  and  salt-springs  in  great  abundance, 
has  not  been  properly  appreciated.  Nor  baa  tbe  under- 
signed thought  it  necessary  to  alluilo  to  the  immense  fur 
trade  which  would  be  thrown  into  the  lap  of  the  enterprise 
of  the  United  Slates  by  the  annexation  of  Texas.  The 
great  aid  and  facifitiiv  which  Toms,  as  an  integral  part  of 
this  Union,  might  render  to  the  adventurous  traders,  who, 
in  caravans,  penetrate  from  Missouri  to  Santa  Fe,  and  in 
general  to  the  inland  trade  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
countries  bordering  on  tbe  Pacific,  have  all  been  left  un- 
explained ;  and  the  undersigned  throws  himself  upon  the 
courtesy  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  in  desiring 
him  to  believe  that,  as  he  has  not  entered  into  any  of  the 
details  of  such  a  treaty  of  annexation  as  Texas  might  pro- 
pose, but  confined  himself  lo  the  submission  of  the  propo- 
rtion itself,  so  he  has  not  thought  fit  to  discuss  severally 
all  the  various  interests  involved,  but  merely  has  subjected 
them  to  a  general,  and,  be  trusts,  a  candid  review. 

In  closing  this  paper,  tbe  undersigned  appeals  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  and,  referring  him  to  the 
details  of  the  history  of  the  Te.tian  revolution  herein  set 
forth,  asks,  in  the  name  of  national  honor,  humanity,  and 
justice,  if  a  nation  whose  career  his  been  marked,  like  that 
of  Mexico,  by  a  constant  violation  of  the  most  solemn  treaty 
obligations,  by  a  series  of  the  most  licentious  revolutions, 
by  a  most  shameful  prostitution  of  the  lives,  the  liberties, 
and  the  properly  of  her  people,  and,  in  short,  by  every  act 
of  perfidy  and  cruelty  recorded  in  tho  history  of  barbarians, 
has  not  thereby  forfeited  all  claims  to  the  respect  of  the 
Government*  of  civilized  nations  T  Look  to  her  continued 
interruption.'*  of  the  {tract-aMc  citizens  of  Texas,  industri- 
ously engaged  in  the  improvements  of  their  estates,  and  in 
the  actual  aggrandizement  of  the  Mexican  empire  ;  lo  her 
demolition  by  military  force  of  the  constitution  of  1884  ;  to 
her  bloody  war  of  extermination  under  President  Santa 
Anna ;  to  her  butchery  of  those  gallant  Tcxians  who  sur- 
rendered their  arms  under  the  sacred  flag  of  a  capitulation 
in  which  iheir  lives  were  guarantied ;  and  pronounce,  if  the 
enormity  of  her  tnisdecdb  entitles  her  to  be  any  longer  con- 
sidered, the  undersigned  will  not  say  a  nation  of  responsi- 
bility, but  even  of  humanity.  The, undersigned,  however, 
fortasr*  lo  continue  this  appeal,  so  irrelevant,  and  perhaps 
so  unnecessary,  to  the  due  consideration  of  the  subject  un- 
der dWcus.ion.  The  worH  will  do  ample  justice  lo  the 
magnanimity  ofTexis  in  forbearing  to  visit  upon  the  heads 
of  the  recreant  tyrant  and  hi*  captured  host  that  retaliation 
which  their  offences  again*!  the  laws  of  natrons  and  the 
lights  of  mankind  so  signally  deferred. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  most  respectfully  bogs 
leave  to  congratulate  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State 
upon  the  spectacle  exhibited  in  this  discussion,  and  which 
is  so  hoi.orablo  a  commentary  upon  the  excellency  of  the 
Government  of  this  country,  viz:  a  sovereign,  free,  and 
warlike  people,  fresh  from  the  field  of  their  own  victories 
and  glory,  seeking  to  surrender  their  nationality  us  the 
price  of  a  place  among  the  United  States,  to  become  parti- 
cipants of  the  wisdom  of  it*  laws,  and  tho  renown  of  its  arms. 

I  ha  undersigned,  minister  pleni|>otenliarv  and  envoy 
extraordinary  of  the  republic  of  Texas  apologizes  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  great  length  of  this  note,  and  begs  to  tender  to  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  renewed  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

MEMUCAN  HUNT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonx  Fobstth, 

Secretary  nf  Slate  of  the  United  States. 

To  General  Mk*i:caji  Hvwt,  Ac. 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  Stile  of  the  United  States, 
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haa  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  his  excel lenry 
General  Hunt,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Texas,  dated  the  4th  instant,  proposing  a  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  annexing  that  country  to  the 
United  States. 

Th»t  communication  has  been  laid  before  the  President, 
who  haa  considered  it  with  juat  sensibility.  In  giving  to 
the  undersigned  instructions  to  present,  in  reply,  a  prompt 
and  decisive  indication  of  the  course  it  has  bent  deemed 
necessary  to  adopt,  the  President  indulges  the  confident 
expectation  that  no  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  Govern- 
ment or  tbe  people  of  Texas  will  or  can,  b-<  imputed  to  tbe 
United  State*. 

Neither  the  duties  nor  the- settled  policy  of  tbe  United 
Slates  permit  them  to  enter  intn  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  historical  facts  related  by  General  Hunt,  nor 
to  allow  tbem,  if  even  admitted  to  be  correct,  to  control 
the  decision^of  ihe  question  presented  by  him.  The  Uni- 
'  ted  States  were  foremost  in  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence  of  Mexico,  and  have  uniformly  desired  and  endeavor- 
ed to  coltivate  relations  of  friendship  with  that  Power. 
Having  always,  since  the  formation  of  their  Government, 
been  exempt  from  civil  wars,  they  have  learnt  tho  value  of 
internal  quiet,  and  have  consequently  been  anxious  yet 
passive  spectators  of  the  feuds  with  wruuh  their  neighbor 
has  been  arHieted.  Although  itv  the  controversy  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  circumstances  have  minted,  and  events 
have  occurred,  peculiarly  calculated  to  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies of  our  people,  the  effort  of  the  Government  has  been 
to  look  upon  that  dispute  also,  with  ihe  same  rigid  impar- 
tiality with  which  it  has  regarded  all  other  Mexican  com- 
motions. 

In  dctei mining  with  respect  lo  the  independence  of  olbcr 
countries,  the  United  States  have  never  taken  the  question 
of  right  between  th 
They  have  deemed  it 

cide  upon  the  question  a*  one  of  fact  merely.  This  was 
tbe  course  pursued  with  respect  to  Mexico  herself.  It  was 
adhered  to  when  analogous  events  rendered  it  proper  to 
investigate  the  que  lion  of  Texian  independence.  That 
Inquiry  was  made  with  due  circumspection,  and  the  result 
was  not  arrived  at  until  its  probable  consequences  had 
been  accurately  weighed.  The  possibility  of  a  collision  of 
interests,  arising,  among  other  causes,  from  the  allege  ! 
superior  aptitude  of  the  climate  and  soil  of  Texas  for  the 
growth  of  some  of  the  staples  of  the  United  Steles,  was 
not  overlooked.  A  sense  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  con- 
sistency, however,  it  was  considered,  left  this  Government 
no  alternative,  and  it  therefore  led  tho  way  in  recognising 
Texas.  A  hope  was  certainly  entertained  that  this  act, 
and  tho  motives  that  conduced  to  it,  even  if  no  other  con- 
siderations wore  to  have  influence,  would  point  out  lo  tbe 
Government  of  Texas  the  propriety  not  only  of  cherishing 
intimate  ami  amicable  relations  with  this  country,  but  of 
abstaining  from  other  connexions  abroad  which  might  be 
detrimental  to  the  United  States.  Apart  from  thia,  how- 
ever, it  was  presumed  lhat  Government  would  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  tho  intentions  intimated  by  its  envoy  ex- 
tr  lordinttry,  wiib  respect  to  connexions  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, wilh  a  full  understanding  of  the  just  and  liberal  com- 
racicial  stipulations  existing  between  tbe  United  States  and 
other  nations.  A  pervading  principle  of  those  compacts  is 
impartial  treatment  of  the  citizens,  vessels,  and  productions 
of  the  parties  in  their  respective  territories.  As  it  was  not 
to  lie  believed  that  the  commercial  alike  of  tbe  United 
States  would  swerve  from  their  engagements,  no  appre- 
hension was  felt  that  the  interests  of  this  country  would 
suffer  from  the  arrangements  which  Te 
to 'with  them. 

The  question  of  the  annexation  of  a  foreign  i 
dent  Slate  to  the  United  States  has  never  before  been  pre- 
sented to  Ihis  Government.    Since  the  adoption  of  their 


ale*  liavo  never  taken  trie  question 
ntending  patties  into  consideration, 
a  dictate  of  duty  and  policy  to  de- 


Digitized  by  Go< 


122 


APPENDIX —  To  Gales  <fr  Seatoris  Register. 


25th  Uoks.  lslSxss.l 


Annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 


constitution,  two  large  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
domain  originally  claimed  by  the  United  8tatsa.  Ia  ac- 
quiring them  this  Government  was  not  actuated  by  a  more 
thirst  for  sway  over  a  broader  space.  Paramount  Inter- 
of  many  member*  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  parma- 
of  all,  imperatively  urged  upon  this  Gov- 
cossity  of  an  extension  of  iU  jurisdiction 
md  Florida.  Aa  peace,  however,  was  our 
cherished  policy,  never  to  be  departed  from  unless  honor 
should  be  perilled  by  adhering  to  it,  we  patiently  endured 
for  a  time  serious  inconveniences  and  privations,  and  j 
sought  a  transfer  of  those  regions  by  negotiations  and  not 
by  conquest. 

The  issue  of  those  negotiations  waa  a  conditional  ces- 
sion of  these  countries  to  the  United  8 tales.  The  circum- 
stance, however,  of  their  being  colonial  }>os»essiona  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  therefore  dependent  on  the  me- 
tropolitan Governments,  renders  those  transactions  ma- 
terially different  from  that  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Te xaa.  The  latter  is  a 
State  with  an  indeix-ndent  Government,  acknowledged  aa 
such  by  the  United  States,  and  claiming  a  territory  beyond, 
though  bordering  ou  the  region  ceded  by  France,  in  the 
treaty  of  the  80th  of  April,  1803.  Whether  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  contemplated  the  annexation  of 
such  a  Slate,  and  if  so,  in  whst  manner  that  object  is  to 
be  effected,  ere  questions,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
it  would  be  inexpedient,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 


remain  at  war,  while  the  United 
States  are  at  peace  with  her  adversary,  the  proposition  of 
the  Texian  minister  plenipotentiary  necessarily  involves 
the  question  of  war  with  that  adversary.  The  United"" 
Stales  are  bound  to  Mexico  by  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, which  will  be  scrupulously  observed  on  their  part, 
so  long  as  it  con  be  reasonably  hoped  that  Mexico  will  per- 
form her  duties  and  respect  our  tights  under  iU  The  Uni- 
ted States  might  justly  be  suspected  of  a  disregard  of  the 
friendly  purposes  of  the  compact,  if  the  overture  of  General 
Hunt  were  to  bo  even  reserved  for  future  consideration,  aa 
this  would  imply  a  disposition  on  our  part  to  espouse  the 
quarrel  of  Texas  with  Mexico— a  disposition  wholly  at  va- 
riance with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  with  the  uniform  policy 
and  the  obvious  welfare  of  the  Unite!  States. 

The  inducements  mentioned  by  General  Hunt,  for  the 
United  States  to  annex  Texas  to  their  territory,  are  duly  ap- 
preciated ;  but  powerful  and  weighty  as  they  certainly  are, 
they  arc  light  when  opposed  in  the  scale  of  reason  to  treaty 
obligation*  and  respect  for  that  integrity  of  character  by 
which  the  United  States  have  sought  to  distinguish  them- 
selves since  the  establish  meat  of  their  right  to  claim  a  place  in 
the  great  family  of  nations.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that 
the  motive*  by  which  Texas  has  been  governed  in  making 
this  overture,  will  have  equal  force  in  impelling  her  to  pre- 
serve, as  an  independent  Power,  the  most  liberal  commer- 
cial relations  with  the  Untied  States.  Such  a  disposition 
will  be  cheerfully  met  in  a  corresponding  spirit  by  this 
Government.  If  tho  answer  which  the  undersigned  has 
been  directed  to  give  to  the  proposition  of  General  Hunt 
should  unfortunately  work  such  a  change  in  the  sentiments 
of  that  Government  as  to  induce  an  attempt  to  extend  com- 
mercial relations  elsewhere,  upon  terms  prejudicial  to  the 
United  Stales,  this  Government  will  he  consoled  by  a  con- 
sciousness of  the  rectitude  of  its  intentions,  and  a  certain- 
ty that,  although  the  hazard  of  transient  losses  msy  be  in- 
curred by  a  rigid  adherence  lo  just  principles,  no  lasting 
prosperity  can  bo  secured  when  ihcy  are  disregarded. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to" offer 
General  Hunt  renewed  assurances  ef  his  very  distinguished 
consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

DcrjiaTMBftT  or  Statk, 

Washington,  August  26,  1837. 


to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Tax  I  ax  Lxoatiok, 
Washington  city,  September  12,  II 

Sib:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mints- 
tor  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  honorable  Mr. 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  8tate  of  the  United  State*,  of  the 
26th  of  August,  in  reply  to  the  proposition  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  submit  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
8  tatea. 

The  undersigned  was  aware  that,  in  recognising  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas,  the  question  of  right  was  not  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Government  of  the  Untied  States. 
It  was  with  a  proper  understanding  of  ihe  settled  policy  of 
this  Government  in  similar  cases,  that  the  claim  of  Texas 
to  the  justice  of  a  recognition  was  placed  by  his  collogue 
and  himself  upon  her  actual  existence  as  an  independent 
Power,  and  the  impossibility  of  a  reconqucat  at  the  hands 
of  Mexico.  Although,  by  the  issue  of  that  negotiation,  the 
question  of  fact  was  satisfactorily  determined,  it  was  not 
deemed  inappropriate,  after  the  mUrcprcaeiilations  of  the 
late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
Mexico,  to  preface  the  proposition  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  lo  the  United  States  with  a  plain  statement  of  the 
causes  which  led  to,  and  the  events  which  grew  out  of,  her 
separation  from  Mexico,  so  conclusively  showing  that  tbey 
can  never  be  reunited;  and,  for  an  additional  reason,  which 
be  will  presently  show,  the  undersigned  adhere*  lo  the 
opinion  that  the  simple  narrative  of  facta  which  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  State  declines  examining  into,  cannot  bs 
regarded  as  irrelevant  in  a  proposition  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  lo  the  United  Slates. 

The  venerable  ex -President,  General  Jackson,  was  so 
strongly  impressed  with  a  belief,  at  one  lime  during  his  ad- 
ministration, that  ihe  negotiation  then  pending  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  Texas  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  favor- 
able issue,  that  he  tendered  the  office  of  Governor  of  lbs 
Territory  of  Texas  to  the  late  Govornor  H.  G.  Burton,  of 
North  Oaroliua,  lo  be  entered  upon  so  soon  a>  the  treaty 
of  cession  should  be  completed.  (Sec  a  publication  on  lbs 
subject  of  Governor*  Burton's  appointment.)  The  wee 
principles,  it  appears  lo  the  undersigned,  were  involved  in 
the  negotiation  for  the  acquisition  of  Texas  from  Mexico, 
previously  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
latter  by  Spain,  which  arc  now  presented  by  the  qoeatioa 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales  previously 
to  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by.Mexico ;  and  had 
his  excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  Slate*,  enter- 
tained any  inclination  to  negotiate  a  treaty  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  a  hope  which  had  been  fondly  cherished,  ss 
he  had  ex  pi  eased  a  determination  lo  carry  out  the  measure* 
and  conform  to  the  general  policy  of  his  venerable  predeces- 
sor, it  does  appear  to  the  undersigned,  but  with ^  distinguish- 
ed deference  lo  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth's  opinions  to  the 
contrary,  that  neither  a  sense  of  duly  nor  the  set  I  led  policy 
of  this  Government,  during  the  administration  of  ihe  venera- 
ble ex-President,  would  have  pr«  vented  an  examination  iiito 
the  accuracy  of  the  historical  facts  accompanying  the  proj*> 
sition.  That  brief  compendium,  which  is  believed  to  1*  cor- 
rect, will  show  that  there-is  as  little  prospect  of  ihe  recovery  of 
Texas  by  Mexico  at  this  lime  as  there  was  of  the  reconquest 
of  Mexico  by  Spain,  at  the  time  thai  General  Jackson  be- 
lieved that  the  charge  d'affaires  (Mr.  Butler)  of  this  Gov- 
erumcnl  had  succeed  in  negotiating  the  acquisition  of  Tex- 
as. If  the  act  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  involve 
the  United  States  in  a  war  with  Mexico  al  this  lime,  the 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  a  similar  result  wss 
not  anticipated  with  Spain  in  event  of  a  cession  of  Texas 
by  Mexico.  Texas  asked  nothing  more  of  the  United 
skates,  in  proposing  to  negotiate  for  her  onnexation,  than 
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the  United  Slates  had  previously  desired  of  Mexico,  when 
f ioneral  Jackson  was  at  the  head  of  this  Government;  for 
Mexico  wat  then  as  miuh  at  war  with  Spain  as  Texas  now 
is  with  Mexico;  and  it  is  believed  that  as  friendly  treaty 
and  commercial  relations  existed  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  at  that  time  as  are  now  maintained  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

In  addition  to  the  fact  that  this  Government,  when  ad- 
ministered by  the  sage  of  the  Hermitage,  proposed  the 
acquisition  ol  Texas  by  purchase  from  Mexico,  many  years 
before  the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  Spain,  the 
undersigned  nio«t  respectfully  invites  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  report  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  contained 
in  a  newi paper  which  he  herewith  presents.  That  report, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  adopted  unanimously,  alludes  in 
strong  terms  to  the  subject  of  the  right  of  this  Government 
to  admit  Texas  into  its  confederacy  ;  and  the  undersigned 
refers  to  it  thus  particularly,  that  he  may  be  sustained  by 
high  authority,  when  he  assures  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  that,  in  submitting  the  proposition  o! 
annexation,  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  Stales  to  accede  to  a  measure  which 
Mr.  Forsyth  was  instructed  to  siy  \vu>>  believed  u>  involve 
unjust  principles  The  undersigned  asxiires  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  Stales,  that  he  could  not  knowingly 
consent  to  be  the  medium  of  presenting  any  proposition 
asking  of  the  United  States  a  disregard  of  just  principles. 

The  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth  will  pardon  the  undersigned 
for  expressing  the  opinion  which  appears  to  him  undeni- 
able, that  a  sovereign  Power  has  as  perfect  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  the  whole  of  itself,  and  a  second  Power  to  acquire 
it,  as  it  has  to  dispose  of  only  a  part  of  itself,  and  a  second 
Power  to  acquire  that  part  only ;  and  that  the  acquisition 
of  the  whole  territory  of  a  sovereign  Power  could  no  more 
be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  constitutional  right,  than 
the  acquisition  of  a  part  of  that  territory  only.  The  ma- 
terial  difference  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  between  the 
annexation  of  independent  Texas,  by  her  own  voluntary 
act,  and  the  acquisition  of  the  colonial  provinces  of  Louisi- 
ana and  Florida,  by  the  act  of  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, is  acknowledged.  But  the  difference  is  conceived 
to  lie  altogether  in  favor  of  the  former,  for  the  reason  that 
the  annexation  of  Texas  would  be  an  act  of  free  will  and 
choice  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  people,  who 
own,  and  actually  occupy  the  very  territory  proposed  to 
be  transferred,  while  the  latter  would  seem  to  have  been 
the  result  of  an  arbitrary  right  on  the  part  of  the  metro- 
politan Governments  to  dispose  of  the  territorial  posses- 
sions ceded  by  them,  without  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the 
inhabitants  residing  thereon. 

After  the  assurance  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
a  sense  of  duty  and  a  reverence  for  consistency,  left  his 
Government  no  alternative  in  leading  the  way  in  recognis- 
ing the  independence  of  Texas,  the  undersigned  confesses 
some  surprise  at  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the 
circumstance  of  her  having  been  firtt  recognised  by  the 
United  States,  should  in  any  manner  influence  the  foreign 
intercourse  of  Texas.  However  much  the  Government  of 
Texas  may  be  disposed  to  encourage  the  most  friendly  re- 
lations with  the  Government  of  the  United  Slutes,  the 
undersigned  assures  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stale,  that 
the  Government  of  Texas  does  not  consider  that  any  par- 
ticular foreign  policy  was  implied  or  made  binding  upon 
her  by  the  circumstance  of  her  independence  having  been 
first  recognized  by  the  Government  of  the  United  states. 
The  representatives  of  Texas,  in  their  interchange*  with 
foreign  Powers,  will  not  accept  the  recognition  of  her  in- 
dependence, unless  it  is  uncondition  il  in  this  respect.  In 
all  their  negotiations  and  treaties  with  foreign  Powers,  the 
best  interests  of  their  own  Government  and  people  will 
doubtless  be  consulted,  and  must  indicate  the  policy  which 
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they  will  be  directed  to  adopt.  With  even  the  some  jier- 
mancnt  pJicy  in  its  commercial  interchanges  with  the 
United  States,  which  may  exist  with  the  most  favored  na- 
tion, the  undersigned  cannot  guaranty  for  his  Government 
that  any  advantages  accrue  therefrom  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  United  States ;  for  it  is  understood  that 
that  great  interest  is  mainly  sustained  in  the  United  8latee 
by  the  protection  afforded  by  high  duties  against  the  com- 
petition of  similar  interests  in  foreign  nations,  where  labor 
Mr]  the  facilities  for  manufacturing  are  more  available,  and 
at  cheaper  rates.  8uch  being  the  case,  it  is  apparent  that, 
even  should  no  detriment  accrue  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  United  States  from  the  vincinity  of  Texas 
as  an  independent  nation,  certainly  no  advantages  affect- 
ing that  interest  can  be  anticipated. 

The  apprehension  of  the  honoroble  Mr.  Forsyth,  that 
the  refusal  of  this  Government  to  negotiate  for  a  treaty  of 
annexation,  thereby  declining  all  the  commercial  and  other 
advantages  which  would  be  secured  by  that  measure,  may 
induce  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Texas 
to  extend  its  commercial  relations  elsewhere  on  lerms  most 
favorable  »to  its  own  welfare  and  prosperity  is  perfectly 
natural;  but  the  undersigned  assures  Mr.  Forsyth  that 
such  endeavors  will  not  proceed  from  any  unkind  feelings 
to  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  Stales ;  and 
he  would  take  this  occasion  to  reiterate  the  friendly  dis- 
position of  the  Government  and  people  of  Texas  towards 
the  Government  and  people  of  llie  United  States,  which 
he  had  the  honor  lo  communicate  in  his  note  of  the  4th  of 
August  Should,  however,  the  foreign,  commercial,  and 
olher  relations  of  the  republic  of  Texas  necessarily  be- 
come auch  as  seriously  to  affect  the  interests  of  llie  United 
States,  or  any  portion  thereof,  the  undersigned  conceives 
that  it  would  be  unreasonable  for  the  Government  and 
people  who  had  been  freely  proffered  all  she  could  beatow, 
and  yet  declined  the  offer,  to  complain  of  her  on  the  ground 
of  looking  to  her  own  interest  primarily.  Texas  has  gen- 
erously offered  to  merge  her  national  sovereignly  in  a  do- 
mestic one,  and  to  become  a  constituent  part  of  this  great 
confederacy.  The  refusal  of  this  Government  to  accept 
the  overture  must  forever  screen  her  from  the  imputation 
of  wilfully  injuring  the  great  interests  of  the  Uuited  States, 
should  such  a  result  accrue  from. any  commercial  or  other 
relations  which  she  may  find  it  necessary  or  expedient  lo 
enter  into  with  foreign  nations. 

Should  it  lie  found  necessary  or  expedient  hereafter,  for 
the  proper  promotion  of  the  interests  of  her  own  citizens, 
to  lay  high  duties  upon  the  cotton-bagging  so  extensively 
manufactured  in  the  Western  States,  and  upon  the  pork 
and  beef  and  bread-stuffs,  so  abundantly  produced  in  that 
region,  such  as  would  amount  lo  an  almost  total  prohibi- 
tion of  the  introduction  of  IMM  articles  into  the  country, 
much  as  her  Government  and  people  would  regret  the  ne- 
cessity of  llie  adoption  of  such  a  policy,  she  would  be  ex- 
culpated from  the  slightest  imputation  of  blame  for  taking 
cure  of  her  own  welfare  and  prosperity  after  having  been 
refused  admission  into  this  Union. 

The  efforts  which  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  is 
making  lo  open  a  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  and  France,  il  is  believed  will  succeed.  Apart 
fiora  the  disposition  of  thoae  two  Powers  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  great  advantage  which  must  result  to  every 
nation  with  which  Texas  may  form  intimate  commercial  re- 
lations, it  is  believed  that  they,  as  well  as  (he  United  Slates, 
cherish  a  liberal  sympathy  for  a  j»eople  who  have  encoun- 
tered the  most  crtp-l  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Mexico — a 
nation  which  has  so  little  regarded  the  laws  of  civilized 
countries  in  prosecuting  a  savsge  war  of  extermination 
against  the  citizens  of  the  Government  of  the  undersigned, 
and  that  too  against  a  people  who  proudly  claim  the  realms 
of  Britain  and  France  as  ihe  homes  of  their  ancestry.  And 
the  undersigned  expresses  a  belief  that  the  crowned  heads 
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of  England  and  Franc*,  and  their  majesties'  minister*,  will 
not  be  without  tome  feelingB  or  gratification  when  they  be- 
come apprized  of  the  successful  civil  and  military  career,  al- 
though on  a  limited  scale,  it  is  true,  of  the  decendants  of 
British  and  French  progenitors  in  Texas.  General  Hous- 
ton, the  President  of  the  republic,  is  a  native  of  the  United 
Stales,  but  descended  from  English  and  Irish  parentage. 
He  commanded  at  San  Jacinto,  in  one  of  the  best  battles, 
it  is  supposed,  which  have  been  fought  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  fire-arms.  The  valiant  General  Mirabeau  Lamar, 
Vice  President  of  Texas,  who  commanded  the  cavalry  in 
the  same  fight,  is  likewise  a  native  of  the  United  States,  but 
claims  his  descent  with  pride  from  the  French.  And  the 
undersigned  again  a*ows  his  persuasion  that  lha  crowned 
heads  of  England  and  France,  and  their  majesties'  minis- 
ters, will  not  be  altogether  insensible  to  feelings  of  sympa- 
thy and  regard  for  a  people  whose  Government  is  headed 
by  individuals  boasting  their  descent  from  the  distinguished 
races  over  which  their  majesties  preside. 

Reason  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  foreign  policy  of 
Texas,  will  be  dissimilar  to  that  or  the  United  States.  Texas 
is  now,  and  it  is  believed  will  continue  to  be,  an  almost 
purely  agricultural  country.  The  agricultural  interest  will 
claim  the  almost  exclusive  attention  of  the  Government. 
Possibly,  from  the  circumstance  of  ber  climate  and  soil 
being  so  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp,  and  the  great 
demand  for  rope  and  bagging  in  a  cotton-growing  country, 
the  rnanfacturea  of  these  solitary  articles  may  be  encour- 
aged ni  an  early  period ;  but,  with  these  single  exceptions, 
it  is  not  apprehended  that  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  so  profitably  employed  in  any  other  species  of 
industry  as  in  the  planting  interest  On  tho  other  bsnd, 
the  interests  of  the  United  Slates  are  numerous  and  greatly 
diversified ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  establish  such  a  foreign  policy  as  would  best  reconcile 
them  and  redound  to  the  advantage  of  each 

With  the  most  rigid  adherence  to  whatever  is  just  and 
right,  the  Government  of  Texas  will  naturally  pursue  such  a 
course  of  policy,  foreign  and  domestic,  as  will  beet  conduce 
to  the  increase  of  her  wealth  and  population,  and  thereby 
her  national  power  and  consideration.  Tn  its  intercourse 
abroad,  it  will  endeavor  to  find  those  markets  where  her 
agricultural  products,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco,  dtc., 
will  obtain  the  highest  prices,  and  where  such  articles  as 
may  be  needed  for  her  home  consumption  may  be  procured 
at  the  lowest  rates.  If  these  advantages  are  presented  in  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  8tates,  the  under- 
lined need  not  say  that  the  warm  predilection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  Texas  for  the  Government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  would  render  such  an  intercourse 
as  agreeable  to  the  former  as  it  would  doubtless  be  advan- 
tageous to  both. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  assures  the  honorable 
Mr.  Forsyth,  and  through  him  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  that  the  prompt  and  decisive  re- 
jection of  the  proposition  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  Slates  will  not  be  imputed  to  an  unfriendly 
spirit  to  the  Government  and  people  of  Texas. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  or  Texas,  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, renews  to  the  bono  able  Mr.  Forsvth,  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  8tatcs,  the  assurances'  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  regard. 

MEMUCAN  HUNT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jo  hit  Foxojttr, 

Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  Slates. 


lory  between  the  Umhd  States  and  the  republic 
,    October  3,1837,  read  and  laid  upon  the 


the  i 

of  Mexico, 
table. 

7b  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  State* 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative* of  tho  13th  ultimo,  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  the  Mexican  republic,  and  a 
of  territory  belonging  to  the  Mexican  confederation 


to  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

ipsuacd. 


by  which  it  was  accomf 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Wahiisotm,  October  2,  1837. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  the  13th  ultimo, 
requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  House,  so 
far-aw  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  of  Mexico,  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween them,  and  particularly  concerning  any  proposition 
for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging  to  the  Mexican  con- 
federation to  the  United  States ;  and  also,  all  correspond- 
ence relating  thereto  between  the  Department  of  State  and 
the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  Ststes  in  Mexi- 
co, and  of  the  ssid  Department  with  those  of  the  Mexican 
republic  accredited  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President  copies  ol  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  Governments  on  the  sub- 
ject ol  the  boundary  line,  not  heretofore  communicated  to 
Congress,  and  of  all  the  Instructions  to  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  at  Mexico,  on  the  subject  of  a  cession  of 
territory  by  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United  States. 
No  other  correspondence  between  the  Governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  lias  taken  place  on  the  subject 
of  a  cession  of  territory,  either  at  Mexico  or  at  Washing- 
ton.   In  one  of  his  communications  to  this  Department, 
however,  Mr.  Butler  mentions  a  note  which  be  had  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Alaman  on  the  15th  of  July,  1833,  giving 
his  reasons  for  reviewing  the  question  of  boundary,  and 
explaining  the  advantages  which  both  nations  would  prob- 
ably derive  by  changing  the  line  from  the  Sabine.  No 
copy  of  this  note  has  ever  been  communicated  to  this  De- 
partment, nor  is  there  any  draught  or  record  of  it  in  the 
archives  of  the  legation  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico 

Tho  communications  of  the  representatives  of  the  United 
8tates  to  their  own  Government,  on  that  subject,  are  with- 
in the  limitation  contained  in  the  resolution  referred  to  this 
Department. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  F0R8TTH. 

DrraBTXKirT  or  Stati, 

Washington,  October  2,  1837. 
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List  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the 

of  State  to,  the  President,  dated  October  2,  1837. 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  Msrch  36,  1835.  Extract. 
Mr.  Torrens  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  15,  1824. 
Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  September  24,  1825.  Extracts. 
The  same  to  the  same,  March  15,  1927.  Extract- 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  same,  August  35,  1829. 
Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Mr.  Butler,  March  20,  1833.  Ex- 
tract 

Mr.  McLane  to  the  seme,  January  18,  1834. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  same,  July  2,  1835.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  August  8,  1835.  Extract. 
Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay,  July  18,  1825.  Ei 
The  same  to  the  same,  July  27,  1826.  Extract. 
Mr.  Alaman  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  Jury  20,  1825. 
Mr.  Po.usett  to  Mr.  Alaman,  Joly  27,  1826. 
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Mr.  Alaman  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  August  10,  1825.  Extract. 
Mr.  Poinsett  lo  Mr.  Clay,  September  20,  1825.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  March  18,  1826.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  July  12,  1826.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  April  10,  1827. 
The  same  to  the  same,  October  6,  1827.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  January  8,  1828.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  February  7,  1828.  Extiarts. 
Protocols. 

Mr.  Poinsett  lo  Mr.  Clay,  April  24,  1828.  Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  April  26,  1828. 
Mr.  Poinsett  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  March  10,  1829. 
Extract. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  July  22,  1R29.  Extract. 

Mr.  Butler  lo  the  same,  May  19,  1830.  Extract. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Butler,  May  21, 
1830.  Translation. 

Mr.  Buller  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  July  25,  1832. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  14,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Builer  to  Mr.  Gonzalez,  February  16,  1833. 
Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Buller,  February  21,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler,  February  27,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Garcia,  September  6,  1833. 
Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Buller,  September  25,  1833.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Buller  lo  Mr.  McLane,  July  I,  1834.  Extract. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Lombartlo,  December  21,  1834. 
Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Butter,  February  7,  1835. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Butler  lo  the  President,  February  26,  1835.  Extracts. 
Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  to  Mr.  Buller,  March  29,  1835. 

Translation. 
Mr.  Obregon  lo  Mr.  Clay,  March  19,  1828. 
List  of  individuals,  dec.  Translations. 
Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon,  March  24,  1828. 
The  same  to  the  same,  April  30,  1828. 
Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr?  CUy,  May  1,  1828.  Translation. 
Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay,  August  2,  1828.  Translation. 
Mr.  Brent  to  Mr.  Obregon,  August  2,  1828. 
Mr.  Montoya  lo  Mr.  Van  Buren,  April  16,  1829.  Trans 

latton. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Montoya,  April  22,  1829. 
Mr  Montoya  lo  Mr.  Livingston,  March  26,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr  Livingston  lo  Mr.  Montoya,  March  30,  1832. 
Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  March  31,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya,  March  31,  1832. 
Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  3,  1832.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Livingston,  April  27,  1832.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Livingston  lo  Mr.  Montoya,  July  20,  1832. 
Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  December  2,  1833.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Castillo,  December  31,  1833. 
Mr  Castillo  to  Mr.   McLane,  January  9,  1834.  Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane,  May  26,  1834.  Translation. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  8tate  of  the  United  States,  October  21,  1834. 
Translation. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  4,  1834.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  lo  Mr.  Castillo,  December  11,  1834. 
Mr  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  15,  1834.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  January  9,  1836. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  January  12,  1886.  Translation- 


Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  29,  1835.  Translation. 
Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  29,  1835.  Translation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  May  11,  1835. 
Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Dickins,  June  2,  1835.  Translation. 
Copy  of  the  convention.  Translation. 
Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Castillo,  J unr-  4,  1835. 
Mr.  Castillo  lo  Mr.  Dickfhs,  June  6,  1835.  Translation. 
Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  10,  1835.  Translation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo,  July  21,  1835. 
The  same  to  the  same,  February  I,  183G.  Extract. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  March  28,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  I,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  4,  1836.  Translation. 
Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  general  power.  Translation. 
Copy  of  Mr.  Gorostiza's  special  power.  Translation. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  13,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  April  18,  1836.  Transla- 
tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  April  18,  1836. 
The  declaration.  | 


Mr.  Cluy  to  Mr.  Poinsett— Extract. 
Dkfaktmest  op  Stati, 

Washington,  March  26,  1825. 
•  •  •  • 

The  final  establishment  of  the  limits  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the  I'm  ted  Mexi- 
can States  is  an  interesting  object,  to  which  you  will  di- 
rect your  attention.  By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  "of 
amity,  settlement,  and  limits,  between  the  United  Slates 
of  America  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,"  concluded  and 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819, 
it  is  provided  thai  "  ihe  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Mississippi  shall  begin  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  sea, 
continuing  north,  along  the  western  bank  of  that  river, 
to  the  32d  degree  of  latitude;  thence  by  a  line  due  north, 
to  the  degreo  of  latitude  where  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo  of 
Natchitoches  or  Red  river  ;  then  following  Ihe  course  of 
the  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to  the  degree  of  longitude  100 
west  from  London  and  23  from  Washington  ;  then  crow- 
ing the  said  Red  river,  and  running  thence,  by  a  line  due 
north,  to  the  river  Arkansas;  thence  following  the  course 
of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in 
latitude  42  degrees  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of 
latitude  to  the  South  sea.  The  whole  being  as  laid  down 
in  Melish's  map  of  the  United  States,  published  at  Phila- 
delphia, improved  to  iho  first  of  January,  1818.  Bui  if 
the  source  of  the  Arkansas  river  shall  be  found  lo  fall 
north  or  south  of  latitude  42,  then  the  line  shall  run  from 
•he  said  source,  due  south  or  north,  as  the  case  may  be, 
till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  42,  and  thence 
along  the  said  parallel  to  the  South  sea.  All  the  inlands 
in  the  Sabine  and  the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers, 
throughout  the  course  thus  described,  lo  belong  lo  the 
United  States;  but  the  use  of  Iho  waters  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  tho  Sabine  to  the  sea,  and  of  the  said  rivers  Roxo 
and  Arkansas,  throughout  the  extent  of  the  said  boundary, 
on  their  respective  banks,  shall  be  common  to  the  respec- 
tive inhabitants  of  both  nations." 

By  the  fourth  article,  provision  is  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment, by  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  of  a  commissioner 
and  surveyor,  to  fix,  with  more  precision,  the  line  de- 
scribed in  the  third,  and  to  place  the  land* marks  which 
shall  designate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations ;  but  it 
has  not  yet  been  carried  into  execution.  That  treaty  having 
been  concluded  when  Mexico  composed  a  part  of  the  do- 
minions of  Spain,  is  obligatory  upon  both  Ihe  United 
Slates  and  Mexico.  On  the  16th  of  February,  1824, 
Mr.  Torrens,  the  charge  d'affaires  from  Mexico  near  thia 
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Government,  addressed  a  note  to  this  Department,  (of 
which  ■  copy  is  annexed,)  in  which  be  declare*  the  willing- 
ness of  the  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico  to  aocede 
to  the  limit*  agreed  upon  in  the  third  article  above  men- 
lioticd,  and  ft*  readiness  to  co -operate  with  the  United 
State*  in  carrying  into  complete  effect  those  two  articles. 

Some  difficulties  may  poasibly**hereafter  arise  between 
the  two  countries  from  the  line  thus  agreed  upon,  against 
which  it  would  lie  desirable  now  to  guard,  if  practicable ; 
and  as  the  Government  of  Mexico  may  be  supposed  not  to 
have  any  disinclination  to  the  fixation  of  a  new  line  which 
would  prevent  those  difficulties,  the  President  wishes  you 
to  sound  it  on  that  subject ;  and  to  avail  yourself  of  a  fa- 
vorable disposition,  if  you  should  find  it,  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject. The  line  of  the  Sabine  approaches  our  great  west- 
ern mart  nearer  than  could  be  wished.  Perhaps  the  Mex- 
ican Government  may  not  be  unwilling  to  establish  that  of  i 
the  Rio  Brassua  de  Dios,  or  the  Uio  Colorado,  or  the  | 
Snow  mountains,  or  the  Rio  del  Norte,  in  lieu  of  it.  By  (he 
agreed  line,  portions  of  both  the  Red  river  and  branches 
of  the  Arkansas  are  thrown  on  the  Mexican  side,  and 
the  navigation  of  both  those  rivers,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Sabine,  is  made  common  to  the  respective  inhabitant*  of 
the  two  countries.  When  the  countries  adjacent  to  those 
water*  shall  come  to  be  thickly  inhabited,  collisions  and 
misunderstandings  may  arise  from  the  community  thus 
established,  in  the  use  of  their  navigation,  which  it  would 
be  well  now  to  prevent.  If  the  line  were  so  altered  as  to 
throw  altogether  on  one  side  Red  river  and  Arkansas,  and 
their  respective  tributary  streams,  and  the  line  on  the  Sa- 
bine were  removed  further  west,  all  causes  of  future  col- 
lision would  be  prevented.  The  Government  of  Mexico 
may  have  a  motive  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  line  as  is 
here  proposed,  in  the  fact  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
placing  the  city  of  Mexico  nearer  the  centre  of  its  terri- 
tories. If  (he  line  were  so  changed,  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole,  of  the  powerful,  warlike,  and  turbulent  In- 
dian nation  of  the  Camanches  would  be  thrown  on  the 
aide  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
proposed  cession  of  territory,  they  would  stipulate  to  re- 
strain, as  far  as  practicable,  the  Camanches  from  commit- 
ting hostilities  and  depredations  upon  the  territories  and 
people,  whether  Indians  or  otherwise,  of  Mexico. 

But  if  you  shall  find  that  the  Mexican  Government  is 
unwilling  to  alter  the  agreed  line  in  the  manner  proposed, 
and  that  it  insists  upon  the  execution  of  the  third  and 
fourth  articles  of  the  treaty  before  mentioned,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  agree  to  the  recognition  and  establishment  of 
the  line  as  described  in  the  third  article,  and  to  the  demar- 
cation of  it  forthwith,  as  is  stipulated  in  the  fourth.  But, 
in  that  case,  you  will  urge,  not  however  as  a  sine  qua  non, 
the  insertion  of  an  srticle  in  the  treaty,  by  which  each 
party  shall  undertake  to  restrain  the  Indians  residing  with- 
in his  territories  from  committing  hostilities  upon  the  peo- 
ple, Indians,  or  territories,  of  the  other.  The  example  of 
such  an  article,  which  will  at  the  same  time  furnish  a 
model  for  that  which  is  proposed,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  naviga- 
tion, between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King 
of  Spain,  which  was  signed  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  the 
27th  day  of  October,  1795.  The  hostilities  which  the 
President  is  desirous  to  restrain  are  afflicting  to  humanity 
when  confined  to  the  Indians  themselves ;  but  they  often 
affect,  collaterally,  peaceable  citizens  who  are  no  parlies  to 
them,  and  their  property. 

Mr.  Torrena  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washixoto*,  February  15,  1824. 

Sib  :  The  supreme  executive  power  of  Mexico,  wishing 
to  remove  all  matters  that  might  affect  the  good  under- 
standing which  it  is  iU  desire  to  maintain  with  the  Gov- 


eminent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  communicated  to 
me,  through  the  minister  of  internal  and  foreign  affairs, 
the  necessary  instructions  to  solicit  from  this  Government 
that  the  limits  between  the  two  countries  be  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  the 
22d  February,  1ft  19,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
drawing  the  line  and  establishing  the  land-marks  by  com- 
miastoners  uppuinted  by  both  Governments,  in  the  same 
manner  as  was  provided  bv  the  4th  article  of  the  said 
treaty.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  transmit  the  pres- 
ent communication  to  your  excellency,  in  order  to  ascet> 
tain  whether  the  Executive  of  the  United  State*  is  dis- 
posed to  acknowledge  the  said  article,  and  will,  according- 
ly, appoint  the  commissioners  aforesaid ;  requesting  at  the 
same  time,  that  your  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  inform 
tne  a4  early  as  convenient,  of  the  intention  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  excellency's  moat 
obedient  servant,  JOSE  A.  TORRENS. 

His  Excellency  Jon*  Qcixct  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State. 


•  •  •  • 

proves  of  your  consenting  to  treat  on 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr. 

DkpaStmcxt  or  Stat*, 

September  24,  1825. 

•  • 

The  President 

the  two  subject*  of  commerce  and  limits  separately.  Indeed, 
it  was  never  contemplated  that  one  of  them  should  be  de- 
pendent on  the  other. 

•  •*••« 

The  President  sees,  with  regret,  the  reluctance  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  agree  to  the  opening  of 
the  road  from  Missouri  towards  Santa  Pe.  The  road  was 
intended  for  purely  commercial  purposes,  and  doulnless  the 
people  of  both  countries  would  be  benefited  by  the  ex- 
changes which  it  would  facilitate  No  misconception 
could  be  greater  than  that  of  its  having  originated  in  view* 
of  territorial  acquisition.  If  either  pasty  could  lose  by  it, 
it  would  probably  be  the  United  Slates,  many  of  whose  en- 
terprising citizens  might  be  tempted,  by  the  intercourse  to 
which  it  woukl  lead,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  cheap- 
ness, or  other  advantage*,  of  the  lands  of  the  internal  prov- 
inces, to  migrate  thither.  The  connexion  between  the  fix- 
ation of  limits  and  the  proposed  road  is  not  perceived. 
Wherever  the  limits  may  now  or  hereafter  shall  be  estab- 
lished, the  road  will  be  useful.  It  proposes  no  disturbance 
in  existing  or  contemplated  limits.  In  fact,  an  imperfect 
trace  or  road,  such  as  it  is,  is  now  used ;  and  the  sole  ques- 
tion is,  whether  it  shall  be  rendered  more  convenient  to  the 
persons  whose  interest  or  inalinaiinu  shall  induce  them  to 
travel  it.  To  ilefer  making  the  road  more  visible  and  com- 
fortable, for  an  indefinite  period ;  to  deny  to  the  partiee  mu- 
tually a  certain  lienefit,  in  prospect  of  a  Future  and  contin- 
gent arrangement,  to  which  it  has  no  necessary  relation, 
dues  not  seem  ad  visa  hie. 

Nor  does  the  President  perceive  the  utility  of  a  joint  ap- 
pointment by  the  two  Governments,  of  "commissioner* 
who,  by  examining,  together,  the  country  within  a  given 
latitude,  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  might  present  exact  in- 
formation upon  which  the  limits  might  be  established,  as  ia 
desired.  After  agreeing  upon  the  principles  on  which  a 
line  of  demarcation  between  the  territories  of  two  nations 
should  be  run,  it  has  been  usual  to  appoint,  conjointly, 
commissioners  to  proceed  to  mark  and  abut  the  Una.  Their 
duty  is  then  prescribed  ;  and  if  any  variance  arise*  between 
them,  observations  and  experiments,  with  proper  instru- 
ments, generally  enable  them  to  reconcile  it.  But  it  has 
not  been  customary  to  send  forth  commissioners,  either  to 
agree  upon  a  suitable  boundary,  or  to  collect  data  upon 
which  the  parties  are  subsequently  to  establish 
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a  course  would  be  to  reverse  the  order  of  proceeding  which 
i«  recommended  by  the  practice  and  experience  of  nation*. 
It  would  probably  leave  the  stale  of  information  which 
should  guide  the  two  Power*  pretty  much  as  it  now  is. 
There  is  but  little  likelihood  that  the  commissioners  would 
agree,  and  each  set  would  be  influenced  by  the  separate 
views  of  policy  which  it  might  happen  to  lake  of  tho  par- 
ticular country  which  it  represented.  If  it  were  needful 
for  both  patties  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which  the  Mexi- 
can Government  supposes  to  lie  wanted,  it  would  be  better 
for  each  to  send  out  ila  own  exploring  commissioners,  un- 
der ila  separata  instruction*.  For  ourselves,  although 
much,  undoubtedly,  remains  to  be  known  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  line  may  be  Axed,  we  believe  that  the 
stock  of  our  information  is  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  agree 
upon  a  boundary  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  us.  In  de- 
clining, however,  to  accede  to  the  measure  of  creating  a 
joint  commission,  the  President  would  not  be  understood 
as  objecting  to  a  resort,  by  the  Mexican  Government,  tor 
it*  own  satisfaction,  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  any  information  which  it  may 
desire.  Should  it  |>crsi»t  in  attaching  imjiortaiice  to  such 
a  measure,  the  hope  is  indulged  llul  no  unnecessary  time 
will  be  lost  in  sending  out  the  commission,  so  that  (he  ne- 
gotiation, in  regard  to  the  limits,  tnaj  be  re*umed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 


Mr.  Via  if  tu  Mr.  1'oinsi  It  —  Lxiruct. 

DrrABTMK<iT  or  Statu, 

Wn-hin^tim,  March  I  ft,  1827. 

Si  a  :  The  great  extent  and  the  facility  which  ap|K>ars  to 
ha«e  attended  the  procurement  of  grants  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Mexican  Slates,  for  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try to  citizens  ol  the  United  States,  in  the  province  of  Tex- 
as authorize  thr  belief  that  but  little  value  is  placed  upon 
tlm  p,»s.-coM>in  of  | he  province  by  that  Government.  These 
grants  seem  to  have  been  made  without  any  sort  of  equiv- 
alent, judging  according  to  our  opinions  of  the  value  of 
land.  They  have  Iteen  made  to,  and  apparently  in  con- 
templation of  being  settled  by,  citizens  from  the  United 
Slates.  These  emigrant*  will  carry  with  them  our  princi- 
ples of  law,  liberty,  and  religion  ;  and  however  much  it  may 
be  hoped  they  might  be  disposed  to  amalgamate  with  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  «>  far  as  political  freedom 
is  concerned,  it  would  he  almost  too  much  to  expect  that 
all  collisions  would  l>e  avoided  on  other  adjects.  Already 
some  of  ihri-e  collisions  have  nianifestetfthemsclves,  and 
others,  in  the  progress  of  time,  may  be  anticipated  with 
confidence.  These  collisions  may  insensibly  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies and  feeling  of  the  two  republic,  and  lead  to  misun- 
derstandings. 

The  fixation  of  a  line  of  boundary  of  the  United  Slates 
on  the  side  of  Mexico,  should  be  such  as  to  secure,  not 
merely  certsinty  and  apparent  safely  in  the  respective  lim- 
its of  the  two  countries,  but  tho  consciousness  of  freedom 
from  all  danger  of  attack  on  either  side,  and  the  removal 
of  all  motives  for  such  attack.  That  of  the  Sabine  brings 
Mexico  nearer  our  great  Western  commercial  capital  than 
is  desirable ;  and  although  we  now  are,  and  for  a  long  time 
may  remain,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  justice  and  moder- 
ation of  our  neighbor,  still  it  would  l>r  better  for  both  par- 
ties that  neither  should  feel  that  he  is  in  any  condition  of 
oxposure  on  the  remote  contingency  of  an  alteration  in 
existing  friendly  sentiments. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  the  President  has  thought 
tho  presenl  might  be  an  auspicious  period  for  urging  a  ne- 
gotiation, at  Mexico,  to  settle  the  boundary  between  the 
territories  of  the  two  republics.  The  success  of  the  nego- 
tiation will  probably  he  promoted  by  throwing  into  it  other 
motives  thin  those  which  strictly  belong  to  the  subject  it- 
self.    If  we  could  obtain  such  a  boundary  as  we  desire,  the 


Government  of  the  United  Btates  might  be  disposed  to  pay 
a  reasonable  pecuniary  consideration.  The  boundary  which 
we  prefer  is  that  which,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  del  Norto  in  the  sen,  shall  ascend  that  river  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Pucrco,  thence  ascending  this  river  to 
its  source,  and  from  its  source,  by  a  line  due  north,  to 
strike  the  Arkansa-,  thence  following*  the  course  of  the 
southern  bank  of  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  in  latitude 
42°  north,  and  thence  by  that  parallel  of  latitude  to  the 
South  sea.  The  boundary  thus  described  would,  accord- 
ing to  the  United  Slates  Tanner's  map,  published  in  the 
United  States,  leave  Santa  Fe  within  the  limits  of  Mexico 
and  the  whole  of  Red  river  or  Rio  Roxa  and  the  Arkansas, 
as  far  up  as  it  is  probably  navigable,  within  the  limits  as- 
signed to  the  United  States.  If  that  boundary  be  unattain- 
able, we  would,  as  the  next  most  desirable,  agree  to  that 
of  the  Colorado,  beginning  at  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  uf 
Uernaido,  and  ascending  the  river  to  its  source,  and  thence 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  thence,  as  above 
traced,  to  the  South  sea.  This  latter  boundary  would 
probably  also  give  us  the  whole  of  the  Red  river,  would 
throw  us  somewhat  farther  from  Santa  Fe,  but  it  would 
strike  Arkansas  possibly  at  a  navigable  point.  To  obtain 
the  first-described  boundary,  the  President  authorizes  you 
to  offer  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  a  sum  not  exceeding 
on''  million  of  dollars.  If  you  find  it  impracticable  to  pro- 
cure that  line,  you  are  then  authorized  to  offer,  for  the 
above  line,  of  the  Colorada,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  If  either  of  the  above  offers  should  be  ac- 
cepted, you  may  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  ol 
money,  as  you  may  h*p|»cn  to  agree,  within  any  period 
not  less  than  three  months  after  the  exchange  at  tho  city 
of  Washington  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it  will  lie  neces- 
sary that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for  the  mutal  light 
of  navigation  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  or  the  Colorado,  as  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them  may  he  agreed  on ;  and  for  tho 
exercise  of  a  common  jurisdiction  over  the  river  itself. 
The  treaty  msy  also  provide  for  the  confirmation  of  all 
bona  fide  grant*  foi  lands  made  prior  to  its  dale,  with  the 
conditions  of  which  there  shall  have  been  a  compliance ; 
and  it  may  contain  a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Lou 
isiana  and  Florida  treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  tho 
inhabitants  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  dona  con- 
sistently A-iih  the  principles  of  the  Federal  constitution, 
and  for  their  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  re- 
ligion. 

There  should  also  be  a  provision  made  fur  delivery  of 
(he  country  to  the  United  States  simultaneously,  or  as 
nearly  so  as  practicable,  with  the  payment  of  the  consider- 
ation. We  should  be  satisfied  with  a  surrender  of  pos. 
session  at  that  time,  as  fur  as  the  river  line  extends,  (ilia 
Del  Norte  or  tho  Colorado,  1  and  to  receive  the  residue  :u 
soon  as  the  line  to  the  Arkansas  can  be  traced,  which  the 
treaty  ought  to  provide  should  lie  done  without  unnecessary 
delay,  and,  at  all  events,  before  a  future  day  to  be  specified. 

Jokl  R.  Poinsett,  Esq  ,  Ac 


Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Poinsett. 

Di.rAHTJix.sT  or  State, 

W'us/iington,  Allgusi  2ft,  1R29. 

Sir:  It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  you  should, 
without  delay,  open  a  negotiation  with  tho  Mexican  Go- 
vernment for  tho  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  province  of 
Texas  as  is  hereinafter  described,  or  for  such  a  part  there- 
of as  they  can  be  induced  to  cede  to  us,  if  the  same  l>e 
conformable  to  cither  of  the  locations  with  which  you  arc 
herewith  furnished.  The  President  is  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  may  be  interposed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  in  view ;  hot  he  confidently  believes  that  the 
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views  of  the  matter  which  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  sub- 
mit, and  tbc  pecuniary  consideration  which  you  will  be 
authorized  to  propose,  will  enable  you  to  effect  it.  He  is 
induced,  by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  real  necessity  of  the 
proposed  acquisition,  not  only  hh  a  ijnnrd  for  our  Western 
frontier,  and  the  protection  of  New  Orleans,  but  also  to 
secure  forever  to  .the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  undisputed  and  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
navigation  of  that  river,  together  with  the  heliof  that  the 
present  moment  is  particularly  favorable  for  the  purpose,  to 
request  your  early  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  territory  of  which  a  cession  is  desired  by  the  United 
States  is  all  that  part  of  the  province  of  Texas  which  lies 
east  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the 
centre  of  the  desert  or  Grand  prairie,  which  lies  west  of 
the  Rio  Nueces,  and  is  represented  to  he  nearly  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  width,  and  to  extend  north  to  the  mountains. 
The  proposed  line  following  the  course  of  the  centre  of 
that  desert  or  prairie,  north,  to  the  mountains,  dividing 
the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  from  those  that 
run  eastward  to  the  Gulf,  and  until  it  strikes  our  present 
boundary  at  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  is  known 
that  the  line  above  described  includes  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments of  La  Bahia  and  San  Antonia  de  Bexar,  comprising 
•II  the  Mexican  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  this  may 
furnish  an  objection  to  so  extensive  a  cession.  If,  from  this 
circumstance,  the  objection  ehould  be  made,  and  you  find 
the  Mexican  Government  disposed  to  rede  any  portion  of 
the  territory  iu  question,  you  are  authorized  to  agree  to 
any  of  the  following  lines,  regarding  those  farthest  wost  as 
preferable.  The  second  proposed  line  commences  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  Hio  de  la  Baca,  where  it  discharges 
itself  into  Matagorda  bay,  and  continuing  up  that  river  on 
the  western  bank  thereof  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly 
branch ;  thence  due  north  until  the  line  shall  strike  the 
Rio  Colorado ;  and  thence  up  the  Colorado  river,  on  the 
western  bank  thereof,  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream; 
thence  by  the  most  direct  course  that  will  intersect  our  line 
at  ihe  42d  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  include  the  head- 
waters of  the  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers. 

The  third  proposal  may  be  1  line  to  commence  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Colorado,  where  that  river  empties  itself 
into  Matagorda  bay,  and  on  the  west  bank  thereof,  to  con- 
tinue up  that  river  to  the  head  of  its  principal  stream  ;  and 
thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  its  principal  stream, 
so  as  to  interscrl  our  present  boundary  line  at  the  42d  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  including  also  the  head -waters  last 
mentioned. 

The  last  proposition  may  be  a  line  to  commence  on  the 
Gull  of  Mexico,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Brans os  de  Dios, 
and  on  the  westerly  bank  of  that  river,  to  pursue  the  course 
uf  that  river  up  to  the  head  of  its  most  westerly  branch,  by 
the  west  bank  thereof;  and  from  the  head  of  that  branch  of 
the  river  by  such  a  course  as  will  enable  us  to  intersect  our 
present  line  at  the  point  already  indicated. 

In  the  event  of  adopting  either  of  the  propositions  which 
establish  the  mouth  of  the  La  Bata  river  or  the  mouth  of 
the  Colorado  river  as  the  boundary,  it  mu«t  be  stipulated 
for  an  extension  of  that  line  due  south  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  preceding  boundaries  are  as  definite  a*,  with  the 
materials  in  the  Department,  I  have  been  able  to  maka 
them.  It  is,  nevertheless,  probable  that  they  may  be  greatly 
improved  by  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  localities  of 
the  country.  It  is  submitted  to  your  discretion  to  make 
such  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  clearly  bene- 
ficial to  the  United  Slates. 

The  boundary  at  present  assumed  by  Mexico  is  deemed 
objectionable  as  well  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  uncer- 
tainty as  for  reasons  of  a  different  character.  It  is  repre- 
sented to  us  that,  of  the  two  streams  which  emptv  into  the 
Sabine  bay  through  (be  same  channel,  the  one  farthest  west 


is  the  most  considerable,  and  may,  with  reason  be  claimed 
to  be  the  one  referred  to  in  the  treaty.  The  distance  be- 
tween them,  although  only  four  miles  where  they  enter  ihe 
bay,  at  'some  places  approaches  to  one  hundred.  'ITut 
there  is  much  ignorance  of  the  localities  of  the  province, 
ahd  consequently  confusion  and  error  in  the  maps  of  it 
which  are  extant,  is  certain.  Whether  the  representations 
which  have  been  made  upon  the  subject  10  this  Govern- 
ment be  founded  in  trutF,  or  are  the  suggestions  of  inter- 
ested individuals  to  subserve  particular  views,  remains  to 
Ite  seen  ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  nor  the  strongest  objection. 
The  Sabine  is  a  very  inconsiderable  stream,  and  only  navi- 
gable by  small  craft*.  The  bay  is  shallow,  and  neither  it 
nor  the  river  can  ever  become  the  aeat  of  sufficient  com- 
merce to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  custom-bouse  ot 
"ther  public  agency  in  its  vicinity.  Without  such  estab- 
lishment, it  is  imjHWsible  to  prevent  that  frontier  from  be- 
coming the  seat  of  an  extensive  system  of  smuggling,  alike 
injurious  to  the  true  interests  of  both  countries.  The  lands 
east  of  the  Sabine  are,  for  the  most  part,  and  to  a  great  ea- 
tent,  so  poor  and  so  effectually  cut  off  from  commercial 
facilities,  that  they  never  can  receive  or  sustain  a  dense  or 
even  respectable  population.  It  is  mainly  to  that  cause 
that  the  objectionable  character  of  its  present  inhabitants  is 
to  be  attributed.  The  frontier,  therefore,  as  long  as  it  re- 
mains such,  must  continue  to  be  what  it  has  heretofore 
been,  a  receptacle  for  smugglers  and  outlaws.  In  addition 
to  the  disadvantage  which  must  result  to  the  United  State* 
from  their  dependence  on  such  a  population  for  the  pro- 
tection, in  the  first  instance,  of  their  border,  the  present 
state  of  things  is  well  calculated  to  create  incessant  diffi- 
culties and  broils  with  the  citizens  of  the  adjacent  parts  of 
Mexico,  who,  owing  to  the  superiority  of  their  soil,  and 
the  greater  commercial  advantages  that  belong  to  that  side 
of  the  river,  will  naturally  be  more  numerous  and  of  a  room 
respectable  character.  There  may  not  be  cause  for  much 
apprehension  from  this  source  at  the  present  day,  or-  for  a 
a  abort  time  to  come ;  but  in  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  ar- 
rangement and  establishment  of  a  boundary  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  it  becomes  us  to  look  into  futurity.  Thus 
viewing  the  matter,  it  is  far  from  visionary  te  see  in  the 
present  condition  of  things  the  germ  of  future  discontents, 
which  may  grow  into  national  complaints  and  heart-burn- 
ings, ami  perpetually  foster  and  inflame  a  spirit  of  jealousy, 
to  which  our  neighbors  are  already  too  much  inclined. 

We  arc  not  left  altogether  to  conjecture  ar.d  speculation 
as  to  the  results  which  are  to  be  expected  from  a  contiguity 
of  scttlcmcntMlnder  such  unfavorable  i 


experience  of  the  past  affords  the  means  of  a  safe  estimate 
of  the  future.  A  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  not  unfrcquenuy 
of  encroachment,  has  been  exhibited  by  our  citizens  who 
inhabit  that  frontier,  which  has  been  productive  of  much  un- 
easinoss  to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  not  without  so- 
licitude to  this.  Most  of  the  grants  that  have  been  made 
in  Texas  are  already  in  the  hands  of  Americana  and  Euro- 
peans. Notwithstsnding  the  cautious  policy  evinced  by 
the  Mexican  Government  in  the  designation  of  an  exten- 
sive border  territory,  within  which  no  grants  should  be 
made  or  settlements  permitted,  the  improvements  of  the 
Americans  on  the  Texas  side  commence  from  what  i*  re- 
garded as  the  boundary  line,  and  arc  scattered  over  the  pro- 
hibited territory.  Not  only  has  the  interdict  been  thus  dis- 
regarded by  the  adventurous  spirits  who  have  beeu  attract- 
ed thither  by  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Mexican  Govcrn- 
mc.il,  but  that  Government  itself  has  (it  is  understood) 
been  induced,  by  a  conviction  of  the  impossibility  of  causing 
it  to  lie  respected,  to  make  grants  within  its  limits.  The 
want  of  confidence  and  reciprocal  allichmcnt  between  the 
Government  and  the  present  inhabitants  of  Texas,  (not 
SpaniidO  from  whatever  cause  arising,  is  too  notorious  to 
require  elucidation.  It  has,  in  the  short  spare  of  fire  years, 
displayed  itself  in  not  Iras  than  four  revolts,  one  of  thrm 
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having,  lor  its  ■vowed  object,  the  independence  of  the  coun- 
try. This  Government  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  uli*fy  tbst  of  Mexico  that  the  resistance  to  her  lawful  au- 
thority thus  made,  was  without  aid  or  countenance,  direct 
or  indirect,  from  us.  The  ancient  and  well-settled  policy 
of  the  United  States  in  this  respect  is  so  well  known,  and 
has  been  so  scrupulously  adhered  to,  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  spprehenskn  that  it  can  he  ever  nr  long  misunderstood 
by  other  Powers.  But  still,  the  recurrence  of  scenes  like 
these,  whilst  they  furnish  the  causes  of  onerous  expenses 
and  perpetual  inquietude  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  have  a  tendency  to  excite,  at  least,  tem- 
porary suspicions  of  our  motives,  and  produce  consequent 
heart-burnings,  hostile  to  those  cordial  and  friendly  rela- 
tions which  should  ever  be  preserved  lietween  neighboring 
States,  ft  shall  be  the  business,  ««  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Government,  so  to  conduct  itself  towards*  Mexico  as  to  fur- 
nish no  just  grnuoJs  for  complaint ;  but  it  would  be  much 
better  for  both  to  extinguish  the  sources  of  misapprehension 
by  an  arrangement  founded  upon  principles  of  just  re- 
ciprocity. • 

The  situation  of  Texas,  in  relation  to  the  numerous 
trihts  of  Indians  within  its  borders  and  in  its  vicinity,  also 
present  a  matter  which  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  parent  Government,  and  which  may,  it  is  believed,  be 
successfully  urged  in  favor  of  the  cession. 

The  Camanche  Indians,  a  numerous  and  daring  tribe, 
have  for  years  been  a  scourge  to  Texas;  they  have,  more 
than  once,  swept  every  article  of  live  stock  from  their  own- 
em,  and  killed  the  inhabitants  of  San  Antonio  on  the  com- 
mon* in  front  of  the  public  square.  They  are  apprised, 
moreover,  that  Indians  of  a  still  more  active,  warlike,  and 
daring  character  have  recently  settled  in  Texas,  and  that 
their  number  is  daily  increasing :  theso  are  the  Shawnee, 
Cherokee,  and  Kickapoa  tribes.  They  claim  an  equal 
right  of  occupancy  in  Texas  with  the  Mexicans  themselves, 
and  are  prepared,  as  they  say,  to  maintain  it  by  force. 
The  ground  of  this  claim  is  understood  to  be  an  invitation 
which,  they  say,  was  given  to  them  by  the  Spanish  autho- 
rities before  the  Revolution,  to  settle  in  the  province  to 
protect  its  inhabitants  against  their  old  enemy,  the  Caman- 
chea.  Their  number,  at  this  time  supposed"  to  amount  to 
five  hundred  warriors,  is  constantly  increasing,  and  will 
necessarily  increase  much  more  upon  the  removal  of  the 
great  body  of  the  American  Indians  further  west.  They 
have  Kelerted  «pots  for  their  settlements,  and  defy  the  pub- 
lic authorities  to  dispossess  them.  To  protect  the  civilized 
inhabitants  of  Texas  sgainst  Indian  agressions,  as  well 
as  to  keep  in  check  the  tumultuous  spirit  of  portions  of  the 
inhabitants  themselves,  the  Mexican  Government  deems  it 
necessary  to  keep  ou  foot  a  considerable  military  establish- 
ment in  the  province.  This  has  been  very  expansive  to 
the  Government,  and  is,  in  the  preeent  depressed  slate  of 
their  finances,  peculiarly  burdensome,  and  will,  probably, 
be  of  necessary  continuance  so  long  as  the  province  belong 
to  Mexico.  It  has,  however,  so  far  as  the  Indians  are 
concerned,  proved  quite  inadequate  to  the  object  in  view.  I 
It  is  said  that  the  soldier*  are  insulted  by  the  savages  at 
the  muzzles  of  their  guns ;  and  that,  when  complaints  are 
made,  the  officers  frankly  acknowledge  their  inability  to 
give  redress.  Similar  aggressions  wore  made  on  the  Amer- 
ican settlements  soon  after  their  first  establishment,  but 
the  perpetrators  were  invariably  followed  and  punished. 
The  consequence  has  been  that  the  Indiana  have,  for  sev- 
eral years,  abandoned  all  active  hostility  against  the  Amer- 
icans, whilst  they  have  continued  their  aggressions  upon 
the  Mexicans.  These  practices,  in  addition  to  the  positive 
injury  they  cause  to  the  Mexicans,  have  the  effect  of  ag- 
gravating existing  jealousies  in  the  minda  of  the  Mexican 
inhsl>i units,  by  infusing  a  suspicion  that  the  exemption 
which  is  attributable  solely  to  that  hardihood,  courage,  and 
enterprise  which  distinguishes  our  border-men,  arises  from 
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a  sinister  understanding  with  the  Indians.  By  yielding 
to  the  United  States  a  portion  of  Texas,  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment will  not  only  lie  relieved  from  the  expense  of  its 
acveral  garrisons  in  that  country,  but  will  secure  a  prolcc- 
tinn  to  their  own  territory,  by  interposing  the  United  States 
between  the  Indians  and  their  eastern  frontier,  which  is 
their  exposed  point.  The  Camanches  have  hitherto  con- 
fined their  expeditions  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte,  and  no  apprehension  is  felt  ou  the  west  side  of  that 
river ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  extent  of  desert  to  cross,  be- 
fore they  can  reach  the  western  settlements,  there  is  aUo 
a  river  of  great  width  with  a  rapid  current  to  overcome. 
There  is  another  consideration,  of  much  intrinsic  weight, 
which  may  be  urged,  if  reference  to  it  would  not,  in  your 
judgment,  give  cause  of  offence. 

Being  ou  the  spot,  and  fully  conversant  with  the  feelings 
of  those  who  constitute  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
with  current  event*,  your  judgment  as  to  the  effect  likely 
to  be  produced  by  what  is  said  or  proposed  upon  this  sut>- 
ject,  is  most  to  lie  depended  upon.  The  unsettled  state  of 
the  Mexican  Government  is  too  well  known  to  be  dis- 
guised. The  successive  revolutions  to  which  it  bos  al- 
ready been  exposed  attest  the  fact ;  and  the  dangers  which 
threaten  it  from  the  intrigues,  if  not  the  open  hostilities  of 
Spain,  are  of  a  character  which  cannot  be  regarded  with 
indifference.  This  consideration,  with  many  others  that 
might  be  stated,  but  which  your  knowledge  of  circumstan- 
ces will  readily  suggest,  expose  her  extended  confederacy 
to  the  hazard  of  dismemberment.  It  will  he  readily  ad- 
mitted by  her  well-informed  men  that,  in  such  an  event,  the 
first  successful  blow  would,  mu*t  probably,  be  struck  in 
Texas.  Although  the  separation  of  that-  territory  for  a 
limited  period  would  not  be  of  much  importance,  still  the 
probable  effect  of  the  example  could  not  fail  to  be  highly 
detrimental.  A  state  of  things  which  renders  so  disastrous 
an  event  possible,  not  to  say  probable,  deserves  the  serious 
consideration  of  that  Government. 

The  line  proposed  as  the  one  most  desirable  lo  us,  would 
constitute  a  natural  separation  of  the  resources  of  the  two 
nations.  It  is  the  centre  of  a  country  uninhabitable  on 
the  Gulf;  and,  on  the  mountains,  so  difficult  of  access, 
and  so  poor,  as  to  furnish  no  inducement  for  a  land  inter- 
course ;  and,  of  course,  no  theatre  for  those  differences 
that  are  almost  inseparable  from  a  neighbor!)  jod  of  com- 
mercial interests.  It  corresponds  with  the  habitual  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  with  the  avowed  policy 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  by  causing  a  wide  separation 
and  difficulties  of  intercourse  lietween  the  inhabitants  of 
the  two  countries,  and  by  preventing  those  excitements 
and  bickerings  invariably  produced  by  the  contiguous  op- 
eration of  conflicting  laws,  habits,  and  interests.  The 
commercial  establishment  which  would  be  forthwith  made 
at  the  Nueces,  and  in  its  vicinity,  would  enable  us 
to  preserve,  in  a  great  degree,  the  morala  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  both  sides,  by  the  prevention  of  smuggling ;  and 
the  Mexican  Government,  by  thus  respecting  the  real  in- 
inte rests  of  the  United  States,  without  actual  prejudice  to 
its  own,  would  afford  the  strongest  evidence  of  that  spirit 
of  friendship  by  which  the  United  States  hare  alwaya  been 
influenced  towards  it,  and  which  should  ever  characterize 
the  conduct  of  neighboring  republics. 

The  President  does  not  desire  the  proposed  cession  with- 
out rendering  a  just  and  fair  equivalent  for  it.  He,  there- 
fore, authorises  you  to  offer  to  the  Mexican  Government 
for  a  cession  according  to  the  first  mentioned  boundary,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  so  strong 
are  his  convictions  of  it*  great  value  to  the  United  States, 
that  he  will  not  object,  if  you  should  find  it  indispensably 
necessary,  to  go  as  high  as  five  millions.  You  will,  of 
course,  consult  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  by  ob- 
taining the  cession  (if  it  can  be  obtained  at  all)  upon  terms 
as  favorable  and  for  a  price  as  low  as  practicable,  regard- 
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ing  the  aum  nbovo  stated  only  as  the  maximum  amount  to 
which  you  are  authorized  to  go.  Should  you  find  the 
Government  of  Mexico  unwilling  to  part  with  aa  large  a 
portion  of  their  territory  aa  would  be  included  in  the  first- 
mentioned  bounds,  but  disposed  to  cede  a  leas  quantity, 
you  will,  in  such  case,  endeavor  to  obtain  a  cession  agree- 
able to  some  one  of  the  boundaries  above  described,  urging 
them  in  the  order  of  preference  before  stated,  and  stipulate 
to  pay  therefor  a  sum  which,  estimating  five  millions  as  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  largest  extent  proposed,  would 
Lie  a  proportionate  equivalent  for  that  which  is  ceded. 

A  credit  of  three  or  four  years,  by  annual  and  equal 
instalments,  upon  an  interest  of  six  per  centum,  would  be 
preferred;  but,  if  necessary,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  within  four  months,  or  some  other  rea- 
sonable timo  after  the  exchange  ol  the  final  ratifications  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  delivery  of  the  possession  of  the  ceded 
territory. 

The  ratification  must  be  required  to  take  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government  before  the  treaty  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  its  ratification 
onourpait. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  present  moment  is  regarded 
by  ua  as  an  auspicious  one  to  secure  the  cession ;  and  will 
now  add,  that  there  docs  not  appear  to  be  any  reasonable 
objection  to  its  being  embraced,  on  the  score  of  delicacy,  or 
from  an  apprehension  that,  in  doing  so,  we  would  give 
offence  to  the  Government  of  Mexico.  Nothing  would  be 
more  adverse  to  the  feelings  of  the  President  than  to  give 
that  Government  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  advantage  of  their  necessities,  to  obtain  from  them 
any  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  the  cession  of  which 
would  impair  the  true  interests  or  commit  the  honor  of  that 
country. 

The  comparatively  small  value  of  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion to  Mexiro ;  its  remote  and  disconnected  situation ;  the 
unsettled  condition  of  her  affairs  ;  the  depressed  and  lan- 
guishing slate  of  tier  finances;  and  the  still,  and  at  this 
moment  particularly  threatening  attitude  of  Spain,  all  com- 
bine to  point  out  and  recommend  to  Mexiro  the  policy  of 
parting  with  a  portion  of  her  territory  of  very  limited  and 
contingent  benefit,  to  supply  herself  with  the  means  of  de- 
fending the  residue  with  the  belter  prospect  of  success,  and 
with  less  onerous  burdens  to  her  citizens.  It  is  for  the 
Federal  Government  of  Mexico,  if  they  approve  of  the  policy 
of  doing  so,  to  judge  of  their  constitutional  power  to  make 
the  cession.  It  is  believed  that  no  doubt  could  exist  on  that 
point,  if  the  consent  of  the  8late  of  Coahuila  were  obtained ; 
and  if  the  views  we  take  of  the  true  interests  of  the  repub- 
lie  of  Mexico  are  not  founded  in  error,  it  is  eupposed  that 
•uch  consent  would  not  be  withheld. 

Should  you  be  able  to  conclude  a  treaty,  and  either  of 
the  rivers  herein  mentioned  be  agreed  upon  as  the  boundary, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  it  should  contain  a  stipulation  for 
the  mutual  right  of  navigation,  and  for  that  of  c  ."i  non 
jurisdiction  over  the  river  itself.  The  treaty  m  y  nU  >  Tiro- 
vide  for  the  confirmation  of  all  bona  fide  grants  of  land 
made  prior  to  its  dale.  Your  situation  in  Congress  must 
have  made  you  sensible  of  the  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties under  which  the  United  States  have  labored  from  fre- 
quent applications  for  the  confirmation  of  titles  to  lands  in 
the  territories  heretofore  ceded  to  tbem,  in  cases  in  which 
the  original  conditions  of  the  grants  had  not  been  complied 
with.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  the  stipulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  confirm  grants  previously  made, 
should  be  limited,  in  terms  more  explicit  than  heretofore 
used,  to  cases  in  which  the  conditions  of  the  grants  have 
been  fully  complied  with,  whenever  the  lime  for  such  com- 
pliance shall  have  expired.  The  treaty  may  also  contain 
a  provision  similar  to  that  in  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
treaties,  for  the  incorporation  of  the  inhabitants  inlo  the 
Union,  as  soon  as  it  can  bo  done  consistently  with  the  prin- 


ciples of  the  federal  constitution,  and  for  the  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  It  will,  of  course, 
contain  a  stipulation  for  the  delivery  of  the  country  to  the 
United  States  simultaneously,  or  a*  nearly  so  as  may  be 
practicable,  with  the  payment  of  the  consideration 

This  despatch  will  he  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Anthony 
Butler,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  Colonel  Butler  has 
made  himself  well  acquainted,  by  actual  examination,  with 
the  territory  in  question,  its  streams  and  localities.  In  the 
belief  that  he  deserves  your  confidence,  and  that  be  may  be 
useful  to  you  in  the  negotiation  by  supplying  you  with 
facts  which  might  not  otherwise  be  within  your  reach,  he 
has  been  instructed  to  olwerve  your  directions  in  regard  to 
his  stay  at  Mexico,  and  his  agency  In  the  matter  whilst 
there. 

A  full  power,  authorizing  you  to  negotiate  and  conclude 
a  treaty,  as  stated  above,  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Joit  R.  Potwbxtt,  Esq. 

Tinvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minitter 
Plenipotentiary  V.  S.  to  Mexico. 


Mr*  L»ivttigstof%  to  Mr*  Butler »— Extract 

Dxpabtwewt  or  Statb, 

Washington,  March  20,  1833. 

The  situation  of  affair*  in  the  State  of  Texas  y  Coahuila 
makes  it  important  that  your  negotiation  an  that  subject 
should  be  brought  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  t«  at  least 
doubtful  whether,  in  a  few  weeks,  any  stipulation  could  be 
carried  into  effect.  No  new  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  proposed  cession  being  deemed  necessary,  the  President 
has  directed  me  to  refer  you  to  those  already  given  on  that 
subject. 


D f.pautmbvt  or  State, 

Washington,  January  13,  1834. 

8tn  :  You  are  aware  that  the  period  fixed  by  the  third 
srticle  of  the  treaty  of  limits  with  Mexico,  and  the  anicJe 
additional  thereto,  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners 
I  and  surveyors  provided  for  by  that  treaty,  expired  on  the 
I  2d  of  April  last,  and  that  in  consequence  ol  the  omission 
of  the  Mexican  Government  timely  to  appoint  the  commis- 
sioner and  surveyor  on  their  part,  no  such  meetinj;  took 
plsce.    The  appointment  of  the  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  was  made  on  the  30th  May,  1832, 
and  publicly  announced  in  the  Globe  newspaper  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the  19th  of  July,  1832,  and  notice  was  given 
to  Mr.  Montoys,  the  Mexican  charge  d'affaires,  oh  the  20th 
of  the  «ane  month,  that  thi*  Gov  rnment  was  prepared  to 
proceed  on  jointly  with  that  of  Mexico  to  the  design  alios 
of  the  boundary  line;  and  though  Mr.  Montoys  was  re- 
'tested,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  whether  any  arrange- 
ment hud  »>een  made  on  the  part  of  his  Government  for  ihst 
I    >.ject,  and,  if  not,  to  request  the  immediate  attention  of 
1  his  Government  to  the  eubjeet,  this  Department  remained 
wholly  withont  information  as  to  the  appointment  of  a 
commissioner  and  surveyor  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  until 
the  4th  ultimo,  when  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Castillo,  the 
Mexican  charge  d'affaires,  under  date  of  the  2d  of  the 
same  month,  that  the  Mexican  commissioner  and  surveyor 
had  been  appointed.    I  learn  verbally  from  Mr.  Cssltllo 
that  he  lias  not  been  advised  as  to  the  time  of  their  ap- 
!  pointment ;  but  by  a  report  made  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
I  Affairs  to  the  Congress  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  May  last, 
I  perceive  that  no  such  appointment  had  then  been  m.»Jc; 
on  the  contrary,  the  minister  speaks  of  the  i 
|  yet  to  be  created  by 
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Under  those  circumstances,  the  treaty  of  limit*  cannot 
bo  carried  into  full  effect  without  a  now  convention  be- 
tweau  the  two  Governments  providing  for  that  object. 

The  President  directs,  therefore,  that  you  will  conclude 
a  now  convention  with  the  Mexican  Government,  con  si  it 
ing  of  a  single  article,  stipulating  for  an  extension  of  die 
time  prescribed  by  tbo  third  article  of  the  treaty  for  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors,  and  author- 
izing them  to  meet  for  the  performance  of  their  duties  at 
any  time  witbin  one  year  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  new  convention.  And  to  enable  you  to  exe- 
cute these  instructions,  the  necessary  powers  are  herewith 
transmitted  to  you.  The  new  convention  which  yon  are 
now  instructed  to  conclude  must  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican 
Government  previously  to  submitting  it  tor  the  ratification 
by  the  United  States,  and  provisos  mwM.  also  be  made  for 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  at  Washington  within 
one  month  after  it  shall  be  ratified  by  the  United  Stitee. 
It  is  tho  wish  of  the  President,  therefore,  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
you  will  ssk  for  your  audience  of  leave,  and  return  home, 
bringing  the  ratified  treaty  with  you. 

The  previous  ratification  of  the  new  treaty  by  the  Mexi- 
can Government  is  a  necessary  precaution  against  imped i 
ments  similar  to  those  which  have  heretofore  baffled  the  ef- 
forts of  the  President  finally  to  close  this  subject;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  these  have  arisen  chiefly,  if  not 
entirely,  from  the  neglect  of  the  Mexican  Government,  she 
cannot  with  any  propriety  decline  complying  with  the 
terms  now  presented. 

In  your  audience  of  loare,  you  will  state  to  tho  Mexican 
authorities  that  the  President  has  been  induced  by  impera- 
tive considerations,  connected  with  the  public  service,  to 
require  your  presence  in  the  United  Slates,  and  that  it  is 
his  intention  at  early  as  practicable  to  renew  our  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     LOUIS  McLANE. 

A.vmoaT  Bctlek,  Esq. 

L'hargJ  rf  Affaire*  of  the  United  Statts, 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  ,Vr.  Butler.— Extract. 

Dkfi  rtnist  or  Statu, 

Washington,  July  2,  1835. 
Sin  :  I  have  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Pres- 
ident your  letter  of  the  17ih  ultimo,  relative  to  the  nego- 
tiation with  Mexico  for  Texas.    By  his  direction,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  sufficient  reason  appears 
upon  it  for  any  changes  in  the  instructions  that  have  been 
heretofore  given  to  you  on  that  subject.    With  an  anxious 
define  to  secure  the  very  desirable  alteration  in  our  bound- 
ary with  Mexico,  the  President  is  resolved  that  no  means 
of  even  an  equivocal  character  shall  be  used  to  accomplish 
it    It  ie  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  to  you  ala-\  that  on  the 
examination  of  your  communications  on  this  subject,  con- 
nected with  your  verbal  explanations,  no  confidence  is  felt 
that  your  negotiation  is  likely  to  be  successful;  but  as  you 
entertain  a  confident  belief  that  you  can  succeed  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  give  you  the  opportunity 
of  benefiting  your  country  by  your  exertion*,'  and  of  doing 
honor  to  yourself.    The  President,  however,  instructs  me 
to  say  that  the  negotiation  must  be  brought  to  a  close  at 
once,  so  that  the  result  may  be  known  by  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  as  provision  must  be  made,  in  case  it  is  success- 
ful, tor  carrying  it  into  execution.    You  will  be  exported 
in  the  United  8tatee  as  soon  an  it  is  closed,  to  report  the 

result,  \\  ll 3 1 it  Iftft^  aO*©CdH  llCT  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
A,vruo*r  Bittlf.h,  V,m\.  ('hargt  d' Affaire*,  \e. 


Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr. 

Dkpahtwkxt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  6,  1835. 
8ir  :  It  having  been  represented  to  the  President  that 
the  port  of  St.  Francisco,  on  the  western  coast  of  the 
United  Mexican  States,  would  be  a  most  desirable  place  of 
resort  for  our  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  the  whaling 
business  in  the  Pacific,  far  preferablo  to  any  to  which  they 
no  have  access,  he  has  directed  that  an  addition  should  b« 
made  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the  negotiation  for 
Texas.  The  main  object  is  to  secure  within  our  limits  the 
whole  bay  of  St.  Francisco.  If  you  can  induce  the  Mex- 
ican Government  to  agree  to  any  line  which  will  effect  this, 
you  are  aulhoriied  to  offer  a  sum  of  in  addition  to 

the  sum  you  were  directed  to  offer  for  the  first  line  men- 
tioned in  your  original  instructions  upon  the  sub- 
ject. You  arc  to  endeavor  fir.  t  to  obtain  the  following 
boundary,  which  is  considered  the  most  eligible : 

Beginning  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  proceed  along  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  to  the  37th  paral- 
M  of  latitude,  and  Ihence  along  that  parallel  to  the  Pacific. 
This  line  may  probably  be  supposed  to  approach  too  near, 
if  not  to  include,  the  Mexican  settlement  of  Monterey,  ff 
this  objection  should  be  urged,  you  can  obviate  it  by  ex- 
plaining that  we  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  actual 
settlements  of  Mexico  on  that  coast,  and  you  may  agree  to 
any  provision  effecting  the  great  object  of  securing  the  bay 
of  St.  Francisco,  and  excluding  Monterey  andthe  territory 
in  its  immediate  neighborhood. 

As  it  in  not  deemed  essential  to  obtain  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte  for  our  western  boundary,  if  any  objection  should  bo 
made  to  it,  you  may  next  propose  the  western  line  specified 
in  your  original  instructions,  but  slopping  at  the  87th  par- 
allel, or  at  any  other  line  that  would  include  the  bay  of  St. 
Francisco,  and  proceeding  along  such  line  to  the  Pacific. 
If  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  should  be  agreed  upon  as  the 
western  line,  you  may  stipulate  for  the  free  navigation  of 
that  river  to  both  parties. 

If,  however,  you  cannot  obtain  a  southern  line  which 
will  include  within  our  limits  the  whole  bay  of  St.  Fran- 
cisco, you  will  proceed  under  your  original  instructions, 
and  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  close,  as  directed  in  the  let- 
ter from  the  Department  of  the  2d  July,  1836,  No.  94. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PORsYTH. 

A>tho>v  Bi'tlkr,  Esq., 

Charge  eT Affaires  />/ lie  United  States,  Mexico. 

Mr.  J'oomtt  to  Mr.  Clay  — Extracts. 

Mexico,  July  18,  1825. 
Silt  :  I  waited  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  '.y  appoint- 
ment, on  the  morning  of  tho  12th  instant,  in  onler  to  dis- 
cuss the  maimer  of  conducting  the  negotiations  for  tho 
treaties  of  commerce  and  of  limits  between  the  two  nations, 
ft  was  agreed  to  treat  the  two  subjects  separately. 
•  •  •  • 

With  respect  to  the  treaty  of  limits  I  suggested  that, 
although  the  Government  of  the  United  States  held  itself 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  with 
the  King  of  Spain  22d  of  February,  1819,  still  it  would 
appear  more  becoming  the  independent  character  of  this 
Government  to  lay  aside  that  treaty  altogether,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  establish  a  boundnry  which  would  bo  more  easily 
denned,  and  which  might  be  mutually  more  advantageous. 
The  Secretary  expressed  himself  much  gratified  by  such  a 
suggestion,  and  proposed  that  the  two  Governments  should 
forthwith  appoint  commissioner*  to  make  a  reconnoisiance 
of  the  country  bordering  on  the  line  formerly  settled  with 
Spain,  so  as  to  obtain  such  information  in  regard  to  thot 
portion  of  our  respective  territories  af  would  enable  us  to 
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act  undeniandiiigly  un  the  subject.  I  objected  to  this  pro* 
posal  the  limited  power*  of  the  President  of  the  United 
stmo*,  end  thai  such  an  appointment  could  not  well  be 
made  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  He  replied, 
thai  hi*  Government  would  be  very  averse  permanently  to 
fix  the  limits  between  the  two  nations  on  the  very  slender 
information  they  at  present  possessed  of  that  frontier  coun- 
try. After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject,  it 
was  agreed  that  he  should  address  me  a  note,  stating  the 
views  of  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  proposed  con- 
vention of  limits.    This  has  not  yet  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 


Mr.  Pohuclt  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 

Leuatiow  or  tub  United  States  or  Axxrica, 

Mexico,  July  27,  1825. 

Si  a  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  a 
lion  of  the  note  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate  of  this  Govern- 
ment, on  the  subject  of  the  road  from  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  8anla  Fe  of  New  Mexico ;  aud  resecting  the  treaties  of 
commerce  and  limits  between  the  two  nations,  lo  which  I 
alluded  in  my  last,  marked  A  ;  together  with  my  reply, 
marked  B. 

I  find  that  there  exists  great  apprehension  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  this  country  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  contemplate  renewing  their  claim  to  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte ;  and  it  may  bo  of 
some  importance  to  consider  their  great  sensibility  on  this 
subject,  when  the  line  of  country  lo  be  examined,  with  a 
view  to  the  limits  between  the  two  nation*,  shall  be  deter- 
mined on,  should  the  President  think  proper  to  accede  lo 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  accompanying  note. 

A. 

Mr.  Alamo*  to  Mr.  Poimctt. 

Mexico,  July  20,  1825. 

Nm:  I  bad  postponed  answering  the  note  which  your 
ex*l»cncy  addressed  to  me  on  the  17lh  of  last  month,  re- 
specting the  measures  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  8talcs  of  America  for  opening  a  road  from  the 
western  limit  of  the  Stair  of  Missouri  to  the  frontier  of 
those  States,  in  the  direction  of  Santa  Pe  in  Now  Mexico, 
and  its  continuation  beyond  those  limits,  in  concert  with 
this  Government,  in  tltc  hope  that  I  might  be  able,  at  tire 
same  time,  lo  address  your  excellency  upon  a  subject  of 
more  extensive  importance,  which  embraces,  as  your  ex- 
cellency has  observed,  this  of  which  we  arc  treating.  On 
your  presentation  to  the  most  excellent  senor  President  of 
this  republic,  your  excellency  signified  that  you  were  au- 
thorized by  your  Government  to  conclude  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  limits  with  this;  and  certainly  the  opening  of 
this  new  road  supposes  the  existence  of  these  treaties,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  limits  which  divide  this  republic  from 
that  will  be  settled,  as  well  as  the  regulations  which  are  to 
govern  the  commercial  relations  of  both  nations ;  nor  will 
it  be  easy  to  separate  them,  without  incurring  inconve- 
niences very  difficult  to  avoid.  So  that  the  President  be- 
lieves it  to  bo  more  plain  and  easy  to  commence  by  con- 
cluding the  treaties  which  you  are  authorized  lo  make, 
leaving  the  business  of  marking  out  the  road  to  be  adjusted 
afterwards,  as  dependent  upoii  them,  and  which  this  Gov- 
ernment is  disposed  to  concur  in,  as  it  is  convinced  that 
this  new  channel  of  communication  between  the  two  na- 
tions, which  is  about  to  be  opened,  will  be  equally  useful 
and  benefirinl  lo  boilu 

In  the  actual  state  of  things  the  final  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  which  should  embrace  the  two  points  of  commerce 
and  of  limits,  could  not  be  effected  with  that  promptness 
which  this  Government  wishes.  The  marking  out  of  limits, 


by  its  nature,  and  the  particular  difficulties  which  in  out 
case  attend  euch  a  work,  both  by  want  of  the  topographical 
information  sufficiently  exact  to  inspire  any  confidence,  and 
from  the  aeries  of  trigonometrical  observations  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  on  a  vast  extent  of  unexplored 
country,  is  subject  to  delays  that,  however  great  the  read 
with  which  both  Governments  might  forward  the  work, 
would  consume  a  great  deal  of  time ;  when,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  two  subjects  might  l«c  separated  without  any  pre- 
judice to  the  national  intereste.    We  might  then,  if  your 
excellency  thought  proper,  (and  this  is  the  opinion  of  the 
President,)  proceed  immediately  lo  negotiate  the  treaty  of 
commerce,  leaving  on  one  side  the  point  of  limits;  and 
that  we  might  negotiate  on  this  subject,  the  two  Govern- 
ments might  name  their  commissioner*,  who,  on  examin- 
ing together  the  country  within  a  given  latitude,  from  one 
sea  to  the  other,  might  present  exact  information  upon 
which  the  limits  might  be  established  as  is  desired.  This 
manner  of  proceeding  throws  no  obstacle  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  end  proponed ;  for,  whether  the  bases  for  marking 
the  limits  are  designated  previously  in  the  treaty  to  be  then 
afterward g  defined  with  precision  by  both  commissioners  of 
both  Governments,  or  whether  we  proceed  in  the  manner  I 
have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  excellency,  the  result  will 
always  be  the  same,  with  the  only  difference,  that  by  the 
method  indicated  we  might  proceed  with  more  certainty, 
and  wo  should  possess  more  exact  information  to  go  upon. 
The  commissioners  which  this  Government  might  nominate 
for  this  object,  might  likewise  receive  instructions  respect- 
ing the  demarcation  of  this  road,  so  that  both  these  points 
might  be  taken  into  consideration  and  satisfactorily  settled. 
Your  excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  to  yuur 
Government  what  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you  by 
order  of  the  President,  sssuring  it  at  the  aame  time  of  the 
sincerity  of  this  Government,  and  ol  the  desire  with  which 
it  is  animated  lo  establish,  in  a  w>lid  manner,  and  to 
strengthen  more  and  more  the  relations  i*f  friendship  be- 
tween two  people  so  intimately  united  by  the  similarity  of 
their  institutions  and  their  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  the  highest  considerations, 
dec,  LUCAS  ALAMAN. 


Mr.  Puinttlt  to  Mr.  Alaman. 

Legation  op  tiik  U.  6.  A. 

Mexico,  July  27,  1825. 

Sim:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
I  your  excellency's  note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  which  your 
excellency  propones  to  postpone  the  business  of  marking 
out  the  road  from  the  frontiers  ol  the  United  States  to  Santa 
Fe  of  New  Mexico,  until  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaties 
of  commerce  and  of  limits  between  the  two  republics,  or 
until  after  tbo  appointment  of  commissioners  lo  explore 
that  tract  of  country  which  will  include  I  he  frontiers  of  the 
two  States. 

Although  very  unwilling  to  urge  this  Government  to 
adopt  a  measure  which  it  apprehends  may  be  attended  with 
unavoidable  inconvenienced,  I  cannot  but  regret  this  delay, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  prove  injurious  to  a  com- 
merce just  rising  into  existence  lietween  the  Western 
States  of  North  America  and  New  Mexico.  The  commis- 
sioners for  this  object  have  been  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  ami  are,  probably,  by  this  time, 
on  the  spot,  wailing  the  result  of  an  arrangement  which, 
from  ibe  mutual  benefits  it  is  calculated  lo  confer  on  both 
nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States  presumed  would 
meet,  with  no  obstacle  or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico ;  especially  as  it  was  believed  that  an  ar- 
rangement might  have  been  made  so  as  effectually  to  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  those  inconveniences  which  this 
Government  appears  lo  apprehend.    The  object  of  mark- 
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ing  oat  tow  road  at  this  time,  is  to  enable  the  caravans  to 
find  their  way  through  the  unexplored  and  tiackless  waste 
that  lies  between  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and 
Santa  F6  of  New  Mexico.  To  postpone  thi*  business  un- 
til the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  survey  that  part  of 
the  country,  with  a  view  to  the  final  adjustment  of  our 
limits,  will  embarrass  that  trade  very  much ;  and  I  still 
venture  to  hope  that  his  excellency  the  President  of  thee 
States  will  instruct  yonr  excellency  to  enter  into  some  ar- 
rangement with  me  by  which  this  desirable  end  may  be 
sooner  accomplished. 

Aware  as  1  am  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  is  equally  anxious  with  Ibis  to  conclude,  aa 
early  as  possible,  a  treaty  which  shall  settle  on  a  permanent 
basis  the  future  commercial  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
I  readily  accede  to  your  excellency's  proposal  to  separate 
the  tw  o  subjects  of  commerce  and  limits,  and  request  you 
will  communicate  to  his  excellency  the  President  my  readi- 
ness to  proceed  immediately  to  negotiate  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper 

With  respect  to  your  excellency's  proposal,  that  the  two 
Governments  should  forthwith  appoint  commissioners,  who, 
by  a  careful  examination  of  the  country  from  sea  to  sea, 
within  a  given  latitude,  might  furnish  exact  information 
upon  which  the  limits  could  finally  be  adjusted,  I  see  only 
one  serious  objection  to  it,  and  that  is  the  great  delay  such 
a  course  is  likely  to  occasion.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  if  he  secedes  to  this  proposal  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  cannot  appoint  such  commissioners  until  after 
;  of  Congress  in  December  next,  nor  could  they 


on  the  ground  before  the  spring  of  1826:  their  opera- 
us  could  not  be  concluded  in  less  than 


one  year,  leaving 
the  boundary  undefined  by  treaty  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  his  excellency  the  President 
of  these  United  States,  I  shall  transmit  to  my  Government 
his  proposals  on  this  subject ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  pray 
your  excellency  to  accept  the  assurances  of  respect  and 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Toor  excellency's  most  obedient  sad  humble  servant, 

J.  B.  POINSETT. 


Mr.  A  laman  to  Mr.  Pointetl. — Extract. 

Mexico,  August  10,  1625. 
The  President  has  seen  with  satisfaction  the  disposition 
of  your  excellency  to  separate  the  two  negotiations  of  com- 
merce and  of  limits,  forming  a  particular  treaty  for  each  of 
these  objects,  and  has,  in  consequence,  thought  proper  to 
honor  with  his  commission,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
the  first,  the  most  excellent  Scnor  Don  Jot*-  Ignacio  Esteva, 
Secretary  of  8tate  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
and  myself,  who  will  be  ready  to  enter  into  conference 
with  your  excellency  as  soon  as  you  think  proper  to  ad- 
vise us' thai  you  are  so  disposed.  With  regard  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  the  difficulties  and  delays  which  occur  to  your 
excellency  sre  inevitable  in  either  esse;  for  the  limits  can- 
not bo  definitively  settled  until  the  recontioisssnce  of  the 
country  has  been  made ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  to  short- 
en the  lime,  is  to  facilitate  this  examination  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  proposed  to  your  excellency,  and  which  you 
offer  to  present  to  your  Government 

Mr  Pointett  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 

LfcGATlOX  OF  THE  UsiTKR  SrATIS, 

Mexico,  September  20,  1825. 

8in  :  I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  at  his  request,  on  the  subject  of  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  two  republics.  He  began  by  saying 
that  he  wished  to  ascertain  the 


the  United  8 tales  and  the  8paniah  possessions,  as  defined 
by  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  asked  me  to  trace  them  for  him 
in  Meli-h's  map.  I  did  so,  but  observed,  at  the  sumo 
time,  that  that  treaty  was  concluded  before  the  cession  of 
Louisiana.  I  then  inquired  bis  object  in  wishing  to  art- 
certain  the  former  boundaries.  He  replied,  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  advisable  in  the  treaty  we  were  about  conclud- 
ing, to  specify  the  ancient  boundary  until  the  new  line  was 
agreed  upon.  I  replied,  he  must  be  aware  that,  previous 
to  the  treaty  with  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819, 
the  United  State*  of  America  claimed  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Nurti-,  and  Spain  to  the  Mismnaipui ;  and  that  treaty  was  u 
compromise  of  various  disputed  claims  made  by  the  con- 
tracting parties;  that  it  was  binding  on  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  having  been  concluded  before  tbeir  emancipa- 
tion from  Spain,  and  has  since  been  acknowledged  by  their 
accredited  agents  in  the  United  States.  There  hud  been  ample 
time  to  have  carried  that  treaty  into  full  effect,  but  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  been  withheld  from  do- 
ing so  only  by  motives  of  delicacy  towards  Mexico.  That 
the  same  motives  had  induced  me  to  propose  an  entire 
new  treaty,  which  should  not  allude  to  the  one  formerly 
concluded  with  Spain ;  but  that  hi  so  doing  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  yield  one  square  inch  of  land  which  was  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  according  to  the 
boundary  line  at  that  time  agreed  upon.  That  in  my 
opinion  a  more  advantageous  boundary  might  be  drawn 
between  the  two  countries,  but  that  such  a  line  was  not  to 
be  sought  for  east  of  the  Sabine  or  north  of  the  Red  river 
or  the  Arkansas ;  and  that,  finally,  no  article  such  a*  he 
proposed  could  be  inserted  in  the  treaty,  without  my  re- 
newing in  it  the  claim  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  country 
north  and  east  of  the  Rio  Bravo  dol  Norte. 

On  uty  return  homo  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  note  from 
the  Mexican  charge  d'affaires  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Washington,  together  with  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  concluded  at  Washington  in  1819. 


between  October. 


» to  Mr.  Clay.- 
LieiTiox  or  tub  Ukitkd  Statxs, 

Mexico,  March  18,  1825. 
•  •  •  •  • 

By  the  colonization  law  passed  in  August,  1824,  the 
General  Government  reserved  twenty  leagues  of  land  from 
the  frontiers  of  neighboring  nations,  and  ten  leagues  from 
the  sea  shore,  which  cannot  be  granted  by  the  States  ex* 
cept  with  the  previous  consent  of  the  Executive.  Having 
learnt  that  the  President  had  given  his  consent  to  a  grant 
of  land  made  by  the  State  of  Ooahuila  and  Texas,  of  a 
tract  situated  within  that  limit,  on  the  Red  river,  I  called 
this  morning  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and 
told  Espinosa  that  I  should  not  consider  any  grant  us  valid 
that  was  made  while  the  negotiations  were  pending,  in  the 
event  of  that  portion  .of  country  being  included  by  the 
treaty  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  He  admitted 
that  the  objection  was  proper,  and  engaged  to  write  to  the 
State  of  Texas  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 

I.toATioH  or  tiix  UxtTsn  Statks, 

Mexico,  July  12,  1826. 
This  Government  has  appointed  General  Terau  to  ex- 
amine the  country  near  our  respective  frontiers,  and  to  ob- 
Uin  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  treat  upon 
that  subject  understanding^ .  This  is  the  gentleman  form- 
erly nominated  by  the  Executive  to  proceed  to  London, 
and  whose  appointment  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 
He  tells  me  that  he  will  leave  the  capital  in  all  September. 
I  suppose  his  departure  will  not  take  place  before  late  in 
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Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay. 
Ligation  of  tbk  Ukitbd  Statu, 
Mexico,  April  10,  1887. 

8m  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  transla- 
tion of  tha  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Deputies 
on  the  treaty  concluded  hare  on  the  10th  of  July  last." 

This  report  has  been  discussed  in  secret  session,  and 
sent  back  to  the  committee  with  instructions.  The  House 
disapproved  of  some  of  the  extraordinary  principles  laid 
down  by  the  committee  in  their  report,  and  moreover  de- 
sired to  have  inserted  in  the  treaty  an  additional  article, 
declaring  the  treaty  of  limit*,  concluded  at  Washington, 
between  the  United  Slates  of  America  and  Spain,  to  be 
valid,  and  binding  upon  the  high  contracting  parties.  The 
argument  for  this  declaration,  which  was  advanced  in  the 
House  and  supported  by  a  large  majority,  is  the  propriety 
of  considering  this  republic  as  having  inherited  all  the 
rights  of  Spain.  The  principle  has  hitherto  been  ur?ed 
effectively  in  all  the  disputes  between  the  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities;  and  at  this  particular  moment  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  this  Government  to  establish  it 
beyond  all  controversy. 

Tbe  committee  has  not  yet  reported. 

The  Liritioh  treaty  has  been  ratified,  having  patacd  both 
House*  without  the  slightest  objection. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  groat  respect,  yoor 
obedient  servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  H.  Clat, 

Secretary  of  Mole,  Washington. 

Mr.  PiHiuelt  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 
Lkoatiox  or  tbi  UxiTan  Status, 

Mexico,  October  6,  1827. 
•  •*••• 

The  only  act  passed  by  the  Congress,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  their  session,  of  any  importance,  is  the  ap- 
propriation of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  commissioner,  General  Teran,  appointed 
by  this  Government  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  coun- 
try which  lies  near  and  upon  the  boundary  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Mexico,  agreeably  lo  the  views  of  this 
Government,  as  expressed  in  their  communication  of  the 

 of  August,  1825.    The  commission  baa  not  set  out 

on  this  expedition  for  want  of  fuuds,  Congress  having  ap- 
propriated what  the  Treasury  docs  not  at  I  his  moment  con- 
tain. In  private  conversation*  with  the  President  and 
Secretaries,  I  have  sought  to  convince  thcin  of  the  uscless- 
iicss  of  this  expedition  until  the  tiealy  of  limits  is  defini- 
tively settled.  They  say,  in  reply,  that  the  public  is  so 
anxious  to  have  that  question  nettled,  that  they  think  it 
politic  so  to  act  at  present,  ami  assure  me  of  their  earliest 
desire  to  adjust  that  delicate  point  as  soon  a*  possible.  The 
President  appointed  Don  Jue£  Ignocio  Estcva  and  Don 
Juan  Jose  Espinoaa  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  with  me;  hut 
having  understood  that  Mr.  Caniacho  is  hourly  expected 
from  London,  he  prefers  waiting  the  arrival  of  that  gentle- 
— n,  in  order  that  the  former  pleni|K>leiitiaiie*  may  con- 


Mr.  Poitisrf!  in  Mr.  Cloy  .—Extract. 
Ligation  or  the  Uxitkd  8tatxs, 

Mexico,  January  8,  1828. 
Si  a:  The  negotiations  were  renewed  this  day,  and, 
from  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  Mexican  plenipo- 
tentiaries, in  this  first  conference,  I  have  every  expectation 
of  concluding  the  treaty  of  friendship,  navigation,  and 
commerce,  favorably  and  promptly. 

•  TW»  treaty  w»«  nr.t  approved  hy  llio  Scru>!«>  of  the  Tnii-l  Stair-,, 
r»->r  w;ui  K  ,y.t*,l  ufxni  l.y       AWl<-An  t'o,i<_'mw  to  t*ti»<m  f..r  lite  rati- 


fjMtkiiii  lo  h.ivt-  tx  vu  rkch-inifcil  wilhiii  tl>-  '<if>utaU<0  tim<\ 


The  Mexican  Chamber  of  Deputies  passed  a  resolutiou, 
when  the  treaty  was  formerly  before  them,  on  which,  I 
understand,  they  will  insist.  It  is  in  these  words,  viz : 
"This  Chamber  will  not  take  into  consideration  the  treaty 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  until  an  article  shall  be  inserted 
in  it  recognising  the  validity  of  that  which  was  celebrated 
by  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  in  the  year  1819,  with  tbe  Gov- 
ernment of  Washington,  respecting  the  limits  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  two  contracting  parties. " 

The  plenipotentiaries,  in  reply  lo  all  my  observations  on 
tha  subject,  and  to  my  proposals  to  alter  the  limits,  insisted 
that  Mexico  bad  a  right  to  consider  that  treaty  binding 
upon  the  United  States,  as  being  invested  with  ail  the  tight', 
of  Spain,  and  bound  by  all  the  obligations  or  the  mother 
country.  They  instanced  the  cession  made  by  Spain  to 
Great  Uritaiu  of  certain  rights  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras, 
which,  however  inconvenient  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
it  had  nevertheless  felt  itself  bound  to  ratify  ;  and,  in  short, 
declared  that  if  I  did  not  consent  lo  comply  with  the  r  e*o 
lution  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  it  would  be  useless  to 
discuss  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty,  as  it  was  certain  that 
Congress  would  not  ratify  any  treaty  which  did  not  con- 
tain such  a  provision. 

1  withdrew  my  opposition,  but  observed  that,  as  the 
treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  was  for  a  limited  period, 
and  that  of  limits  perpetual,  it  would  be  better  to  make 
them  distinct  conventions ;  to  which  proposal  the  Mexican 
plenipotentiaries  consented. 

Mr.  Poinsett  to  Mr.  Clay.— Extract. 

Leoatioji  or  the  United  States, 

Mexico,  February!,  1828. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  tbe  treaty  of  limits 
and  of  the  protocols  of  the  conferences  held  with  the  Mex- 
ican plenipotentiaries  upon  that  subject. 

I  did  not  insist  upon  introducing  the  article  respecting 
the  obligation  of  the  parties  to  restrain  the  Indian  tribes  re- 
siding within  their  respective  territories  from  committing 
hostilities  against  the  people,  Indians,  or  territories  of  the 
other,  because  it  it  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  which  I  am  about  concluding. 

You  will  perceive,  by  the  protocols  of  our  conferences, 
that  I  did  not  oppose  any  obstacles  to  the  wishes  of  ibis 
Government  to  adopt  the  limits  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington. 

Protocol  of  the  first  conference  between  the  plenipotentia- 
ry nf  the  Untied  States  of  America  and  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  Mexican  States,  in  order  to  con- 
clude a  treaty  of  limits,  held  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1828. 

Present,  J.  K.  Poinsett,  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  their  excellencies,  Don  Sebastian 
Comacho  and  Don  Jose  Tgnacio  Eateva,  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  Mexican  States. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Mexico  read  the  resolution  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies;  which  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz : 

"This  House  will  not  take  into  consideration  the  treaty 
which  the  Government  has  concluded  with  tbe  United 
Stales  of  America  so  long  as  it  does  not  contain  an  article 
which  shall  renew  the  existence  Of  the  treaty  celebrated  by 
the  cabinet  of  Madrid  in  the  year  1819,  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington, respecting  tbe  territorial  limits  of  the  two  contract- 
ing patties." 

This  resolution  was  passed  on  the  2d  of  April,  18*7, 
and  the  treaty  was  accordingly  sent  back  to  tbe  President 

of  the  United  Mexican  States.' 

The  plenipotentiaries  observed  that  this  resolution  ren- 
dered it  imperative  upon  the  Executive  first  lo  solllo  thit 
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important  question ;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  the  note  ad- 
dressed to  them  by  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
they  presumed  he  could  havo  no  objection  to  regard  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  as  in  full  force,  and  binding  upon 
the  United  States. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that, 
although  the  limits  as  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Washington 
were  liable  to  some  objections,  and  might  be  altered  advan- 
tageously for  both  tho  coutracting  parties,  n«  be  had  before 
frequently  explained,  still,  if  the  Government  of  Mexico  in- 
stiled upon  the  execution  of  tho  third  and  fourth  articles  of 
that  treaty,  he  could  not  object  to  it. 

The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  said  that  their  Govern- 
ment had  invariably  acted  upon  the  principle  that  Mexico 
was  hound  to  respect  the  treaties  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  her  independence ;  aa  for  instance 
Great  Britain  had  acquired  rights  from  8pain  within  the 
territory  of  Mexico,  (in  the  bay  of  Honduras,)  which,  how- 
ever inconvenient  to  this  Government,  it  was  proposed  not 
to  disturb,  and  had  acknowledged  the  existence  of  tho»e 
rights  in  the  recent  treaty  with  that  Power. 

The  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  replied  that  be 
did  not  intend  ts  dispute  the  validity  of  a  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  at  a  period  when  Mex- 
ico formed  a  component  part  of  the  8panish  monarchy  ; 
and  that  it  was  evident,  from  former  conferences,  and  from 
his  note  on  that  subject,  that  he  had  never  controverted 
this  principle.  Any  alteration  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton must  depend  upon  the  mutual  consent  of  the  present 
contracting  parties;  but  as  the  Executive  and  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies  of  Mexico  appeared  determined  to  insist  upon 
carrying  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  that  treaty  into  ef- 
fect, he  should  no  longer  object  to  it. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  treaty  of  limits  should  be 
made  separately,  because  this  wsa  a  permanent  convention, 
whereas  that  of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  was  in- 
tended to  exist  only  for  a  limited  period. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 
8.  COMACHO. 
J.  Y.  E8TEVA. 

Protocol  of  the  tecond  conference  between  the  plenipotenti- 
ary of  the  United  State*  of  America  and  the  plcnipoten* 
tianu  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  held  on  the  10/ A 
of  January,  1838. 
Present,  the  plenipotentiaries. 

The  following  preamble  and  article  were  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to,  via : 

The  limits  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  with  the 
bordering  territories  of  Mexico  having  boon  fixed  and  desig- 
nated by  a  solemn  treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Wash- 
ington on  the  22d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thou  rand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  between 
the  respective  plenipotoniisrie*  of  the  Government  of  the 


i tea  of  America  on  the  one  part,  and  of  that  of 
the  other :  and  whereas  the  said  treaty  having 
been  sanctioned  at  a  period  when  Mexico  constituted  a  part 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  it  if  decnird  necessary  now  to 
confirm  the  validity  of  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  limits,  regard- 
ing it  as  still  in  force  and  binding  between  the  United 
Stales  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States. 

"Art.  1.  The  dividing  limit  of  the  respective  bordering 
territories  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  the  Uni- 
ted Mexican  H<ates,  being  tbe  same  as  were  agreed  and 
fixed  upon  by  the  above-mentioned  treaty  of  Washington, 
concluded  and  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  in  the  year 
1819,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  will  proceed  forth- 

the  third  and  f.  urth  articles  of 
recited,  as  follow*  " 

,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 
8.  COMACHO. 
J.  Y.  ESTEVA. 


with  to  carry  into  full 


flr.  Clay— Extract. 

LxnATlOM  OF  THK  UwiTtD  STATES, 

Mexico,  April  24,  1828. 
8ie  :  The  treaty  of  limits  has  been  ratified  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  is  now  before  the  Senate.  You 
will  perceive  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  scud  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  Government  to  Washington  in  lime  for  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  to  take  place  within  the  term  desig- 
nated by  the  treaty.  This  delsy  hai  originated  from  the 
extreme  indolence  of  the  person  who  formerly  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  State  of  this  republic.  He  kept  this 
treaty  in  hia  office  upward*  of  two  months  without  submit- 
ting it  to  Congress,  although  I  repeatedly  represented  to 
him  the  prejudice  that  would  result  from  tbU  delay,  especi- 
ally to  the  Mexican  Government,  which  bad  already  des- 
patched its  commissioner  to  the  frontiers. 

>lfr.  Pointett  to  Mr.  Clay. 

LkSATIOS  OS  TUB  UfflTRD  STATES, 

Mexico,  April  26,  1828. 
Si  a  :  The  treaty  of  limits  between  tbe  United  States  and 
Mexico,  concluded  and  signed  on  the  12th  of  January  last, 
waa  yesterday  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Senate.  The  pe- 
riod fixed  by  the  treaty  for  the  exchange  ol  ratifications  r>e- 
ing  four  months  from  tbe  date  of  its  signature,  I  shall  not 
transmit  the  ratification  of  this  Government  by  expreaa. 
It  could  nol  possibly  arrive  at  Washington  in  time.  I  re- 
gret the  delay  which  has  occured  here,  because  1  am  a  wo  re 
it  will  render  it  necessary  to  submit  the  treaty  a  second 
time  to  the  Senate.  This  congress  despatched  it  with  tol- 
erable promptness.  The  delay,  as  I  before  observed,  waa 
occasioned  by  the  dilatory  habits  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  Slate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  air,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  R.  POINSETT. 
Hon.  Hbkbt  Ciat, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pointett  to  the  Secretary  of 

Lkgatioh  or  thx  Ujtitbd  8tatb«, 

Mexico,  March  10,  1829. 

lu  combination  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations, 
Don  Lucas  A  la  man,  the  President  had  formed  a  plan  to 
negotiate  a  new  treaty  of  boundaries,  by  which  we  were 
to  be  reduced  to  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi;  for  they  be* 
licved  that,  by  tbe  treaty  of  Washington,  we  had  unjustly 
deprived  8pain  of  a  large  portion  of  het  territory.  They 
were  exceedingly  surprised,  therefore,  when  no  objection 
was  made  by  this  legation  to  renew  tbe  negotiations 
on  that  subject  altogether,  with  a  declaration  that,  in  that 
event,  the  United  States  would  assume  the  line  of  tbe  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte  as  the  boundary  ;  as  tbe  reasons  which 
had  induced  tbem  to  cede  to  Spain  their  rights  to  that  ter- 
ritory, did  not  apply  to  this  country.  They  were  assu- 
red that  wo  regarded  the  treaty  of  limits  as  binding  upon 
both  parties,  because  it  bad  lieen  concluded  when  Mexico 
foruted  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  but  that  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  on  our  part  to  annul  it.  The  Con- 
gross,  more  wise,  compelled  the  Executive  subsequently 
to  confirm  that  treaty. 

Mr.  Pointett  to  Mr.  ^'an  Buren.— Extract. 

Lboatiox  or  tbi  Ukitkd  Statu, 
Mexico,  July  22,  1829. 
They  al  first  proposed  that  both  parlies  should  send  com- 
missioners to  examine  the  country  situated  at  and  nrar  the 
boundary  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  from  sea  to 
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sea,  for  they  bad  beard  of  a  neutral  territory  which,  by  the 
superior  acuteness  of  Mr.  Adams,  had  been  w rented  from 
Spain,  and  other  absurd  stories,  which  an  actual  examina- 
tion would  elucidate. 

Next  they  proponed  to  me  to  fix  provisionally  the  bound- 
ary line  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  then  in  progress  of  ne- 
gotiation, where  it  was  supposed  to  have  existed  prior  to 
the  treaty  of  Washington.  They  desisted  from  thia  proposal 
only  upon  my  insisting,  in  aneh  a  caae,  of  inserting  the 
claim  of  the  United  8tate«  to  the  territory  north  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte.  For  further  particulars  on  this  subject, 
I  refer  you  to  my  despatch  dab  d  the  20tb  of  September, 
1825,  and  marked  No.  19. 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.— Extract. 

Mexico,  May  19,  1830. 
Upon  the  subject  of  our  treaties,  I  can  barely  say,  that 
commissioners  have  at  last  been  determined  upon  and  an- 
nounced to  me  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  They  are 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  Mr.  Alaman,  and  Mr.  Manjino, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There  ia  little  doubt  but  that 
the  negotiations  would  have  commenctd  some  weeks  since, 
for  every  thing  was  in  good  train  for  the  purpose,  and  Mr. 
Ataman  had  suggested  to  me  a  belief  that  the  acting  Pres- 
ident would  appoint  him  to  meet  me.  This  was  conclusive 
as  to  his  nomination,  and  he  was  the  gentleman  of  all 


The  Mexican  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.] 

PaLACE  Or  Tin  Federal  GoTERXMEXT, 

Mexico,  May  21,  1830. 
The  underaigned,  Secretaries  of  State,  of  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  of  the  Treasury,  have  the  honor  of 
addressing  your  excellency,  and  to  communicate  that  they 
are  fully  authorised  by  the  most  excellent  the  Vice  President, 
exercising  the  executive  power,  to  commence  negotiating 
on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  pending  between  the  United 
Mexican  States  and  your  Government. 

Therefore,  the  undersigned  request  your  excellency  will 
please  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  first  meeting  on  the  afore- 
said subject;  availing  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for 
offering  to  you  the  asaurance  of  their  distinguished  consid- 
eration,  Ac.  LUCA8  ALAMAN; 

RAFAEf.  MANJINO. 
To  Senor  Don  Axthoxt  Bc-tlbr, 

Charge"  d'affaires. 


Mr  i  !i'<ih  i  to  iWir . 

Lesatiox  or  rti  >  Uiitib  Statis  or  America, 

July  25,  1832. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  8tates, 
has  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
of  limita  negotiated  by  the  plenipotentiaries  United  States 
of  America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  together  with 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
declaring  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  thereof.  The 
treaty  having  now  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  prepared 
to  execute  all  the  provisions  thereof,  and  for  this  purpose 
will,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  appoint  commissioners 
on  our  part  tu  ascertain  and  mark  the  line  of  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  in  conformity  with  the  sti] 
*  in  the  treaty  referred  to.  In  mal 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  say  that 

on  the  part  ot  my  Government  that  the  line, 
aa  designated  in  the  treaty  recently  ratified,  will  produce 
inconveniences  and  perhaps  create  difficulties  that  it  will 


be  the  interest  no  leas  than  the  desire  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  obviate  ;  and  the  President  feels  tbe 
fullest  confidence  that  his  excellency  the  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Mexican  States  will  act  under  the  influence  of 
a  similar  spirit.  For  this  purpose  I  have  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  new  boundary  between 
the  two  nations,  more  conformable  to  the  mutual  interest 
of  each,  and  better  adapted,  not  only  to  preserve  the  integ- 
rity of  national  domain,  but  to  promote  other  objects  alike 
interesting  to  both  partiea. 

I  have  to  request  that  vou  will  place  this  communication 
before  his  excellency  the' Vice  President,  to  the  end  that  h* 
may  enter  into  a  consideration  at  once  of  the  i 
aented  in  thia  note;  and  ahould  he  concur  in  opir 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  to  the 
propriety  of  investigating  anew  the  question  of  adopting  a 
different  boundary  between  the  two  nations,  that  in  each 
event  a  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  Mexico  may  be  ap- 
pointed, with  whom  I  am  prepared  to  compare  and  exchange 
powers  preliminary  to  an  entrance  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  of  boundary  above  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Mona*teriu  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consid- 
eration. ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  Joseph  M.  O. 


Mr.  Gonzalez  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.  J 
Palacb  or  TRi  Federal  Govbrrmext, 

.Mexico,  February  14,  1833. 
The  underaigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  he  has  submitted  to  his 
excellency  the  President,  the  note  addressed  by  you  to  thia 
department  on  the  26th  of  July  last,  containing  informa- 

upon  between  the  two 


tion  that  the  treaty  of  limits  agreed  upon 
republics  had  been  published  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  that,  conformably  with  ila  terms,  com- 
missioners would  be  appointed,  who  would,  at  the  proper 
period,  proceed  jointly  with  those  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
to  fix  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two  countries. 

The  circumstances  from  the  influence  of  which  thia  re- 
public ia  now  emerging,  have  prevented  a  reply  from  being 
hitherto  made  to  this  note,  and  have  likewise  hindered  the 
publication  of  the  treaty,  which  will,  however,  be  done 
within  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  lime,  the  undersigned 
has  been  ordered  to  assure  you  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico  will,  without  delay,  appoint  commissioners,  who 
will  proceed,  jointly  with  those  on  the  part  of  the  Untied 
8tates,  to  fix  the  limits  defined  in  the  treaty,  and  of  whose 
appointment  you  will  be  notified  in  due  time.  The  Mexi- 
can Government,  considering  the  treaty  as  it  has  heen  con- 
sidered by  that  of  the  United  S  ates,  namely,  as  a  supreme 
law,  will  do  all  in  ite  power  to  carry  ila  aiipulauona  most 
rigorously  into  execution. 

The  undersigned,  in  thus  replying  to  your  note,  has  the 
the  assurances  of  his 


honor  to  renew 


distinguished 


BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 
To  Axtrovt  BirriER,  Esq.. 

Charge  a" Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Gonzalez. 

LsflATlOX  or  THE  IJxITEO  &TATE*  Or  AMERICA, 

Mexico,  February  16,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt 
this  day  of  the  note  of  your  excellency,  dated  on  the  14lh 
current,  in  reply  to  a  communication  addressed  by  lbs 
to  the  Department  ot  Foreign  Affairs  on  the 
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26th  of  Jul/,  1832.  In  the  communication  referred  to  by 
your  excellency,  ii  wait  the  purpose  of  the  undersigned  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  tho  Mexican  Government  the 

Seat  delay  which  had  occurred  in  making  known  to  the 
tales  and  the  people  of  the  Mexican  confederation  that  a 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  and  one  of  boun- 
dary, had  been  negotiated  and  ratified  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  had  become  the  au- 
la* of  the  land  to  both  nations.  This  prompting 
the  more  proper,  inasmuch  aa  the  citizens  of  tho 
United  Stalea  of  America  resident  iu  the  United  Mexican 
States  had  suffered  and  were  suffering  exaction*,  and  were 
deprived  of  the  enjoyment  of  privileges,  in  some  ot  the  in- 
terior Slate*  of  this  confederation,  against  the  first  of  which 
they  were  protected,  and  in  the  full  advantage  of  the  latter 
they  were  assured,  under  the  guarantee  of  stipulations 
coutaiued  iu  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
between  the  two  nations ;  yet,  when  appeal  was  made  to 
this  treaty,  on  the  purl  of  those,  who  were  either  restrained 
in  their  privileges,  or  suffered  aggression  on  their  rights,  iho 
uniform  answer  returned  was,  14  we  can  recognise  no 
treaty,  never  having  been  officially  informed  thereof  by 
the  Supreme  Government  of  Mexico,  and  cannot  therefore 
respect  any  claim  which  you  prefer  uuder  its  authority." 
Hence  we  ace  the  propriety  of  giving  the  earliest  publicity 
to  that  instrument,  in  such  mode  aa,  aceordiug  to  the  prac- 
Uco  of  this  Government,  shall  confer  upon  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  the  validity  of  a  public  law ;  and  the 
undersigned  baa  been  prompted  to  make  ibis  suggestion, 
luasmuch  as  no  reference  has  boon  made  to  that  treaty  in 
tbe  note  of  yt-ur  excellency  dated  on  the  14th  current,  and 
just  received  at  this  legation. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  your  excellency  that 
notwithstanding  treaties  of  amity,  commerce,  aud  naviga- 
tion, and  of  limits,  were  concluded  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  tbe  undersigned  more  than  two  years  past, 
and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  and  publi- 
cation thereof  made  in  the  United  but**  of  America,  invert- 
ing them  with  all  tho  sanctions  of  a  supreme  law  nearly 
one  year  since,  still  these  ualional  conicai  n  of  e<ju«l  und 
mutual  obligation  upon  each  Tower  remain  in  that  of  Mex- 
ico a  dead  letter,  under  the  pretext  that 


And  if  tho .  undersigned  has  not  hitherto 
with  more  frequency  and  energy  against  thia  delay,  and  the 
consequence*  which  it  wi.<  drily  unfolding,  tho  reason  and 
his  motives  will  find  their  explanation  in  the  peculiar  con- 
dition in  which  Mexico  was  placed  for  tho  last  twelve 
mouths. 

A  longer  deity,  however,  in  giving  publicity  to  the  Irea- 
ty  of  amity  aud  commerce  must  inevitably  lend  to  greater 
•nd  more  frequent  violation  of  iu  provisions,  mid  tbe  in- 
stances of  which  may  at  length  accumulate  in  such  number 
aud  magnitude  as  ahull  require  not  only  prompt  and  ample 
redress,  but  may  have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  harmony 
which  at  present  so  happily  subsist*  between  Mexico  and 
the  United  Stale* ;  and  it  i*  to  obviate  such  a  stale  of  things 
that  tho  undersigned  wjutd  pray  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  mat- 
ter immediately  before  his  excellency  the  President  of  tho 
United  Mexican  States,  that  such  order  may  be  taken  thereup- 
on a«  his  excellency  may  deem  expedient  on  ibe  occasion. 

The  undersigned  renew*  to  your  excellency  the  assu- 
rances, &c.  A.  BUTLER. 

To  his  Excellency  BcniAano  Go.xzai.rx, 
Secretary  of  Hi  ate  for  Foreign 


State for  Foreign  Affairs 
of  the  Viuted  MtxUan  States. 


Mr.  Q»nzitlez  lo  Mr.  Butler. 
Palick  or  tiii:  Fkheh  vi.  Govbiinikm  r, 

Mexico,  February  %\,  183 J. 
The  uuderaigned,  Secretary  of  Slate  and  of 
Vol.  XIV.— A  18 


acknowledge*  the  receipt  of  the  nolo  which  you  were  plcasrd 
to  address  to  him  on  the  16th  instant,  urging  the  necessity  of 
proceeding  without  delay  to  the  publication  of  the  treaties 
concluded  between  theso  United  States  and  those  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  he  has  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  you  what  he 
said  in  his  note  of  the  Mth— the  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  carry  into  effect  within  a  few 
days  the  said  publication,  which  has  only  been  postponed 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  circums'snces  in  which  the  na- 
tion has  been  placed  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  past 
year,  and  which  have  terminated  so  fortunately. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you,  sir,  tho  protestations  of  hi*  consideration  and  es- 
teem. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 
To  Armour  Bittlbb,  Esq., 

Charged' Affaire*  of  the  V.  *.  of  America. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  lo  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.  1 
Pat-sxc  or  tub  Fedmial  Govb»jtmii»t, 

Mexico,  February  27,  1649. 
Tbe  undersigned,  Secretary  of  8tate  and  of  Relations, 
has  the  honor  lo  send  to  you,  herewith,  copies  of  the  treaty 
i  of  amity,  com  mere*,  and  navigation,  and  of  the  treaty  of 
limits,  between  these  United  Slates  aud  those  of  America  ; 
repeating,  at  the  same  lime,  what  he  has  already  said  in 
several  different  uotes,  with  regard  to  the  circumstance* 
which  have  delayed  tho  prompt  publication  of  these  docu 
monU. 

Tbe  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  renews  lo  you,  sir, 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  considerstion. 

BERNARDO  GONZALEZ. 
To  Astboni  BiTLfcn,  Esq., 

Charge  <f  Affaires  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  Butkr  to  Mr.  fiareia. 
LsoAiiot  or  tub  Usmtsd  Statbs  or  AMKRira, 

Mexico,  September  8,  18J3. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  State* 
of  America,  had  the  honor  of  communicating  lo  the  Supreme 
Government  of  Mexico,  in  a  note  addressed  by  (he  under- 
signed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  more 
than  one  year  past,  information  of  the  fact  that  his  Govern- 
ment had  appointed  a  commissioner  on  their  part  to  estab- 
lish and  mark  the  line  of  limits  and  boundary  between  the 
two  nations  of  Mexico  and  the  United  8tatcs  of  America, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  on  that  subject :  and  the  uti- 
:  dersigned  was  instructed  at  the  name  time  to  propose  a  re- 
view of  the  question  of  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  defining 
1  more  exactly  and  clearly  the  landmarks  of  such  line  than 
■  had  been  done  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  between  Spain  and 
the  United  8ta»es.     This  proposition  wiw  received  aud  en- 
|  lertained  by  the  administration  then  in  power,  and  action 
I  upon  it  merely  suspended  in  consequence  of  tho  unsettled 
condition  of  Mexico  ot  the  |>eriod  referred  to.    The  under- 
signed has  more  than  once,  during  the  present  year,  renew- 
ed the  application  for  reconsidering  and  newly  arranging,  in 
a  clear  manner,  and  on  a  permanent  basis,  this  question, 
still  unsettled  between  the  two  nations — a  question  always 
highly  delicate,  and  deeply  interesting  lo  the  parties  con- 
cerned— but  without  having  the  good  fortune  to  elicit  a  reply 
from  the  Supreme  Government,  although  the  ordinary  cour- 
tesy observed  between  nation*  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other  might  have  fairly  authorized  the  expectation  of  such 
reply.    Not  without  hope,  however,  that  the  difficulties 
which  are  known  to  surround  this  question  may  yet  be  ad- 
justed in  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  manner  to  both  the 
parties  interested,  the  undersigned  will  once  more  invoke 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  subject,  requesting 
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that  it  mny  be  placed  distinctly  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Vice  President,  for  his  decision  thereupon  ;  and  the  un 
dcrsigncd  is  the  more  anxious  for  a  decision  on  the  subject 
nt  this  time,  inasmuch  as  a  period  so  auspicious  for  the  set- 
tlement of  thia.queslion  will  perhaps  never  again  occur. 
The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  that  the  proposition  herein 
renewed  will  attract  the  regard  of  the  Supreme  Government 
of  Mexico  equally  with  that  of  his  own,  and  that  the  result 
will  be  an  immediate,  permanent,  and  amicable  arrange- 
ment, in  which  thr  interests  of  both  parties  will  be  consult- 
ed and  promoted. 

The  undersigned  has  thr  honor,  dec. 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  hi*  Excellency  Carlos  Garcia,  &c. 

Mr.  Garcia  to  Mr.  Butler. 

[Translation.] 

Palace  or  the  Fkkbbal  QarmniT, 

Mexico,  September  25,  1833. 

The  undemigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations, 
tform  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  that  his  ex» 


to  inform 

cellenry  the  Vice  President,  with  the  view  of 
execution  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
these  Slates  and  those  of  America,  has  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Don  Tomas  Ramon  del  Moral  as  commissioner, 
and  Don  Castillo  Nevarro  as  surveyor. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  re|ical  to 
Mr.  Butler  the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  con- 
sideration. CARLOS  GARCIA. 
To  Aithoxt  Butler,  Esq., 

Charge  a" Affaire*  of  the  U.  S.  of  A, 


Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  WclAtnc—Mx  tract. 
Legation  or  the  Umited  States  or  Anrrica, 

Jlferico,  July  1,  1834. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
despatches  to  No.  66  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of 
No.  47.  No*.  67  and  58  have  recently  been  received, 
after  making  the  circuit,  perhaps  of  the  whole  Mexican 
confederation.  It  seems  that  they  were  intrusted  to  the 
care  of  a  gentleman  on  hia  way  to  Mexico,  who,  travelling 
for  amusement,  pursued  a  different  route  from  that  at  first 
inlendeJ,  and  after  keeping  the  despatches  in  his  possession 
for  weeks,  placed  them  at  length  in  the  ordinary  convey- 
ance, by  which  they  arc  received. 

I  perceive  thai  by  No.  68  I  am  directed  to  conclude  "  a 
new  convention"  with  the  Mexican  Government  on  the 
subject  of  boundary,  ami  which  •«  new  convention"  "  mutt 
be  ratified  by  the  Mexican  Government  previously  to  sub- 
mitting it  for  the  ratification  of  ihe  United  State*,"  dec  ; 
and  I  am  also  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  of  lha  President 
that  I  should  myself  he  the  bearer  of  the  new  convention  to 
the  United  Slates.  I  presume  thai  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  concluding  a  new  convention  on  the  subject  indi- 
cated ;  but,  as  the  authority  lo  ratify  reside*  in  the  General 
Congress,  which  assembles ou  the  iirst  day  of  January  next, 
and  who  may  keep  the  question  hefore  them  for  a  month  or 
more,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  lie  be  it 
to  permit  my  return  to  the  United  Slate*  immediately, 
cither  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  short  period,  or  a*  a  retire- 
ment from  the  mission  altogether.  1  am  fully  persuaded 
thai  the  public  service  may  derive  benefit  from  an  interview 
either  with  yourself  or  the  President,  at  which  certain  com- 
munications may  tns  made,  ond  opinions  freely  exchanged 
and  compared,  which  it  ia  impracticable  to  do  by  any  olbcr 
mode  ;  and,  after  this  interview,  it  may  be  belter  determined 
whether  the  public  interest  will  be  more  advanced  by  my 
return  to  Mexico,  or  by  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to 


the  mission  ;  and  I  earnestly  request  that  this  matter  may  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  without  da- 
lay,  so  that  his  determination  be  made  known  to  me  as 
early  as  practicable. 
Hon.  Loots  McLaxk. 

Mr.  Butler  to  Mr.  Lombardo. 
Leoatiox  or  the  Ujcited  8tates  or  America, 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  Informing  his  excellency  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  by  a  communication  received  re- 
cently from  the  Government  of  the  undersigned,  he  is  in- 
structed to  propose  to  that  of  Mexico  a  renewal  of  the 
treaty  of  boundary  between  the  two  nations. 

Your  excellency  is  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  the  interest  which  Mexico  no  leas  than  the 
Government  of  the  undersigned  should  feel  in  it*  adjust- 
ment ;  and  he  may  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope  and 
the  expectation  that  the  question  will  now  be  disposed  of 
without  any  unnecessary  delay.  Two  treaties  have  al- 
ready been  negotiated  between  the  two  nationa  upon  this 
subject,  neither  of  which  have  been  executed,  notwith- 
standing the  Government  of  the  undersigned  have  done 
every  thing  on  ibair  part  which  was  within  their  compe- 
tency for  the  accomplishment  of  this  work,  whilst  Mexico, 
by  omitting  to  perform  the  necessary  acts  on  her  part,  oc- 
casioned the  treaty  to  expire.  The  undersigned  will  not 
permit  himself  to  imagine  motives  for  such  an  extraordinary 
indifference  as  Mexico  has  manifested  upon  this  subject, 
but  confines  himself  to  stating,  as  he  is  instructed  to  do, 
that  longer  delay  in  adjusting  the  true  boundary  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  Stales  of  America  cannot  be  per- 
mitted. 

The  undersigned  forbears  to  urge  the  many  cogent  rea- 
sons for  concluding  this  subject  definitely,  because  they  am 
too  obvious  to  require  being  stated  ;  he  will  merely  remark 
that  Mexico  being  in  the  occupancy  of  a  large  portion  of 
territory  which  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  con- 
ceives respectfully  to  belong  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  ami  great  part  of  which,  it  is  understood,  ha*  al- 
ready been  granted  under  the  authority  of  Mexico  to  vari- 
ous individuals,  it  Incomes  the  more  imperiously  urgent 
that  this  question  should  promptly  be  disposed  of.  The 
undersigned  requests,  therefore,  that  this  subject  t>e  imme- 
diately brought  before  bis  excellency  the  Preaident  of  the 
Mexican  United  State*,  with  the  view  of  concluding  the 
treaty  in  time  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
of  America,  which  will  adjourn  on  the  4th  dRy  of 


'I 'he  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  lo  his  excel- 
lency Mr.  Lombardo  the  assurances  of  his  great  considera- 
tion. ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

To  his  Excellency  Frakcisco  M.  Lobbardo, 

Secretary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  Affair* 
of  the  Mexican  United  Stale*. 

Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Estrada  lo  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.] 
Pa  lack  or  the  Ferkral  Gotkkkxkkt, 

Mexico,  February  7,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Internal  an<i 
Foreign  Relations,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Anthony 
Butler  that  ho  haa  informed  himself  of  the  contents  of  the 
note  which  Mr.  Butler  addressed  to  I 
tha  27th  of  January  respecting  the  i 
between  theae  Sulci  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned  must  inform  Mr.  Butler,  in  reply,  that 
as  powers  and  instructions  with  the  same  object  hsve  been 
to  the  charge  d'affaires  of  this  republic  in 
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Washington,  and  notice  his  been  received,  under  date  of 
December  1  Gth,  of  their  having  reached  him,  and  of  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
Miniate r  of  Foreign  Affaire,  it  is  proper  lo  await  the  result, 
or  otherwise  inconvenient  contradictions  might  arise  from 
tho  confusion  which  would  be  likely  to  ensue. 

But  for  this  just  reason,  the  undersigned,  Secretary  of 
State  and  of  Relations,  would  have  had  the  utmost  pleasure 
in  treating  with  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  with  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  limits;  an,  bring  well  aware  ol  thut  gentle- 
man's moderation,  his  sense  of  honor,  and  the  correctness 
of  his  principles,  be  is  convinced  that  this  affair  might  be 
terminated  moat  easily  in  a  manner  conformable  with 
justice  ami  with  the  interests  of  both  nations. 

The  undersigned  eipresses  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  the 
assurances  of  his  constant  esteem  and  distinguished  con- 
sideration. J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 

To  Aktbont  Bctlbb,  Esq., 

Charge  de  Affaire*  of  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  Butler  lo  the  President  — Extracts. 

M  ex  tee,  February  26,  1835. 
Mt  bsih  sia  :  From  my  letters  of  November  and  De- 
you  expected  me  in  Washington  city  before 


in- 


cumber Issr,  you  expected  me  in  Washmi 
this;  and  so  1  should  have  been,  but  for  a 
event,  which  I  shall  explain  to  you.  I 
formed  you  of  my  intention  to  remain  in  Mexico  until  the 
meeting  of  Congress — first,  because  I  wished  to  see  how 
the  reform  Congress  would  open;  and,  secondly,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  home  with  me  the  ratification  of  the 
boundary  treaty,  as  I  was  instructed  to  do;  when,  after 
all  the  delay,  I  was,  on  the  9th  day  of  the  present  month, 
informed  that  the  negotiation  on  that  subject  had  been 
transferred  to  Washington  city. 

The  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  for  Mexico  has 
changed  hand*  three  times  since  May  last,  and  this  created 
aome  confusion  in  the  business  of  that  department.  You 
are  aware  that  my  instructions  for  renewing  the  boundary 
treaty  arrived  here  in  the  beginning  of  Juue  of  the  past 
year;  and  these  instructions  enjoined  it  on  me  to  have  the 
treaty  ratified  before  sending  it  home.    A  short  time  pre- 
vious to  receipt  of  these  instructions,  General  Santa  Anna 
hud  dissolved  the  Congress,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
obtain  the  ratification  nntil  a  new  election  could  take  place 
and  the  members  assemble.    Immediately  on  receiving  the 
despatch,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Department  of  State, 
advising  the  Secretary  of  my  having  been  invested  with 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Mexico  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  boundary  between  the  two  nations ;  and  upon 
a  question  from  the  Secretary  whether  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  enter  upon  the  subject  immediately,  I  replied  in  the 
negative,  informing  him  very  frankly  that  on  account  of 
the  delays  such  things  suffered  in  Mexico,  it  was  my  de- 
sign not  to  send  home  the  treaty  until  it  had  been  first 
ratified  here ;  and  a*  there  wan  no  Congress,  and  would  be 
none  until  January,  the  subject  might  remain  over  for  the 
present  if  be  desired  it.    He  expressed  himself  much 
pleased,  saying  that  he  expected  very  soon  to  lose  the  of- 
fice ;  that  he  waa  very  much  engaged  In  closing  every  thing 
in  which  be  bad  been  concerned,  as  far  as  practicable ;  and 
as  the  work  of  this  treaty  would  not  be  more  than  an  hour, 
•syself  and  some  other  gentleman,  his  successor,  might 
cotickde  it  just  before  Congress  assembled.    As  this  was 
all  true,  I  felt  disposed  to  let  the  question  lie  over,  lo 
gratify  the  Secretary.    As  be  bad  anticipated,  he  went 
out  of  office  in  a  very  few  week* ;  and  I  did  not  revive  the 
subject  with  his  successor  officially  until  the  beginning  of 
December,  when  I  directed  his  attention  to  my  official  note 
of  June  pes!  to  hi*  predecessor,  snd  desired  to  know  when 
it  would  lie  agreeable  to  the  Mexican  Government  lo  com- 

My 


until  January,  when  just  about  the  period  of  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  I  addressed  the  Secretary  a  second  note. 
About  this  time  it  wss  rumored  that  another  change  would 
shortly  be  made  in  the  deiartment.       •       •  • 

In  January  the  change,  as  expected,  actually  took  place, 
upon  which  I  immediately  addressed  tbe  new  Secretary, 
directing  his  attention  to  the  delays  that  had  occurred,  and 
rrqur&iiug  him  to  appoint  an  early  day  for  commencing 
tbe  negotiation ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise,  he  replied  to 
me  in  a  few  days,  staling  that  the  negotiation  bad  been 
intrusted  to  Mr.  Castillo :  and  that  letters  had  lieen  receiv- 
ed from  him  saying  that  on  the  10th  December  last  he  had 
entered  upon  tbe  subject  with  Mr.  Forsyth ;  and  conse- 
quently it  became  proper  to  wait  the  result  of  I  hot  negotia- 
tion, lest  by  carrying  it  on  at  the  same  jime  at  two  differ- 
ent points,  embarrassment  might  be  produced.  I  give  you 
all  these  facts,  even  at  tbe  haxard  of  being  deemed  tedious, 
rather  than  permit  you  to  suppose  that  any  neglect  of  mine 
has  occasioned  the  transfer  lo  Washington  city.  And  now 
1  shall  most  certainly  return  in  the  New  York  packet  for 
April,  and  be  able  iterhapa  to  bring  with  me  the  exchange 
of  ratifications ;  if,  as  I  suppose,  the  treaty  is  already  fin- 
be  expected  here  from  day  to  day. 


Mr.  Gutierrez  de  Ettrado  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.  J 

Pa  LAC  8  OF  THK  FkDKBAL  GotlBXMKXT,. 

Mexico,  March  29,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  oi  Relations, 
has  the  honor  to  inform  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Untied 
States  oi  America,  that,  according  to  the  communications 
last  received  from  the  representslive  of  the  republic  in 
Washington,  no  uleps  hnd  been  taken  in  the  negotiation 
with  which  he  was  charged,  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging 
the  period  set  forth  in  the  treaty  of  limits,  for  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments,  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  fix  those  limits,  agreeably  to  the  terms  stipu- 
lated in  the  said  treaty. 

In  consequence  of  this,  ss  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  was  lo  close  its  session  about  the  commencement  of 
the  present  month,  snd  as  the  honorable  Mr.  Butler  is 
himself  sufficiently  authorized  to  conduct  this  negotiation, 
as  appears  by  his  notes  oi  December  21  and  January  27 
lunt,  the  undcrwgned  baa  tbe  satisfaction  to  inform  him,  by 
order  of  his  excellency  ibe  acting  l'resident,  that  be  is,  on 
his  own  part,  ready  to  treat  here,  with  regard  lo  the  pro- 
longation of  the  period  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the 
said  treaty  may,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  carried  into  com- 
plete fulfilment. 

Hia  excellency  the  acting  President  has  thought  proper 
to  authorize  to  this  effect  his  excellency  Don  Jow-  Mariano 
BIskco,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  tbe  un- 
dersigned Secretary  of  Relations,  and  be  desires  that  a 
commencement  may  be  immediately  made  of  a  negotiation 
which  appears  to  be  so  simple,  if  both  parties  are  well  dis- 
posed, as  would  seem  to  bo  the  ca«e  from  the  communica- 
tion on  this  subject  addressed,  s  short  time  since,  to  the 
undersigned,  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler. 

This  may  now  be  easily  effected;  and  although  Mr. 
Buffer  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  lo  go  soon  lo  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  hopes  thst,  in  order  to  have 
this  business  entirely  concluded  before  his  departure,  thst 
gentlemen  will  have  the  kindness  to  call  at  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Relations  to-morrow,  the  30lh  of  thia  month, 
at  half-post  one  in  the  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  concludes  wilh  presenting  to  the  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  the  assurances 
of  hia  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA. 
To  AsTueax  Butlkb,  Eaq. 

Chargi  £  Affaire*  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 
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Btundary — United  Statet  and  Mexico. 


Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Translation.] 

Lkgatiob  or  thx  Ukitkd  States  or  Mexico, 
Washington,  March  19,  1888. 
Sib  .*  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  Mex- 
ican republic,  baa  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  appointed  General  Don 
M.  Teren  to  perform  the  scientific  operations  and  surveys 
necessary  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  States 
of  Mexico ;  and  that,  with  that  view,  it  has  applied  to  Mr. 
Poinsett,  minuter  extraordinary  of  this  republic  at  Mexico, 
f  >r  the  necessary  passport*,  who  immediately  granted  them, 
accompanied  by  letters  of  recommendation  for  the 


ore  of  the  conterminous  territory  of  Ai 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  undersigned,  in  communicating  this  information  lo 
the  Secretary  of  State,  wishes  to  know  if  a  passport  from 
the  Secretary  of  Sttte  will  he  ncceswarv  to  enable  General 
Teran  and  the  persons  attached  to  his  party,  of  whom  a  list 
is  en  closet],  as  also  such  other  individuals  as,  for  their  safety, 
may  accompany  them,  to  discharge,  without  obstacles, 
the  duties  assigned  them.  If  such  be  the  case,  the  under- 
state will  grant  those 
lunicate  whatever  he  may  think  cal- 


siKned  hopes  that  the 
pas*ports,  and  commui 


I  to  prevent  any  thing  occurring  in  thi 
to  disturb  the  harmony  subsisting  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion and  respect  PABLO  OBREGON. 

Hon.  Hkhbt  Cut, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Listc 
make  the 
between 
Mexico. 


[Translation.] 

composing  the  commission  appointed  to 
surveys  preparatory  to  the  settlement  of  Hmits 
the  tJmted  States' of  America  and  those  of 


General  Don  M.  Teran, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  C.  Tamaba, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  8.  Bat  res, 
8ub-lieutenant  of  artillery  Don  T.  Ma. 
Don  R.  Chovel,  mineralogist, 
Don  Luis  Berlandier,  physician 
A  true  copy.    March  19,  1828. 

J.  M.  MONTOYA, 

pj  ,t  a-  «f  /  j- 1 1  i  j  riY     T  0em  tmft  n 

*   Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

Dsr-AHTM  vsr  or  Statb, 

Washington,  March  24,  1828. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note  of  the  1 9th  instant,  communicating  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Government  of  Mexico  hns  appointed  General 
Don  M.  Teran  to  perform  the  scientific  operations  and  sur- 
veys necessary  to  proceed  in  (be  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
limits  between  the  United  8 tales  of  America  and  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  and  that  with  that  view  passports  have 
been  obtained  from  Mr.  Poinsett,  minister  plenipotentiary 
and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico, 
together  with  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Governors 
of  the  conterminous  territory  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas; 
and  requesting  to  be  informed  if  a  passport  from  this  De- 
partment to  Genera)  Teian  and  his  family  will  be 
aary  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment without  molestation. 

The  treaty  to  which  you  are  understood  to  refer,  lately 
concluded  at  Mexico,  has  not  yet  been  received,  and  con- 


sequently  is  not  yet  ratified  by  this  Government.  Any 
joint  measures,  therefore,  in  relation  to  ita  execution,  would 
be  premature  until  that  ceremony  is  performed.  But  as 
the  operations  and  surveys  contemplated  by  General  Teran's 
appointment  are  presumed  to  be  intended  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  the 
President  has  no  objection  to  them.  I  have,  therefore,  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting  the  passport 
oiTirr,  which,  although  it  may  not  be 
curtly  of  General  Teran  and  his  suite,  may 
removal  or  any  obstructions  which,  without  it,  he 
possibly  encounter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
assurances  of  my  dutmgmwhcd  consideration. 

HENRY  CLAY. 

Don  Pablo  Obbbgos, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
p  tertiary  from  the  United  " 

Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

DaFABTitsxT  or  Stats, 

Washington,  April  30,  1828. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  intorm  you  that  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  ad  vie*  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  8tates,  has  ratified  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  at 
Mexico  on  the  12th  day  of  January  last.  It  is  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  that  the  exchange  of  its  ratificationa  shall  be 
made  in  this  city  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  the 
treaty,  of  which  only  a  few  days  now  temain.  I  base  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  at  any  time  that 
may  suit  .your  convenience  within  the  period  prescribed. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  present  you  assurances 
or  my  high  consideration.  H.  CLAY. 

Don  Pablo  Obbboov,  drx. 


Mr.  Obregon  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Lioatiob, 

Washington,  May  1,  1828. 
8ib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  note  dated 
yesterday,  informing  mo  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  of  those  States,  of  the  treaty  of  limits 
concluded  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Mexico, 
whose  exchange  may  be  made  until  the  1 2th  of  this  i 
and  that  you  are  ready  to  proceed  to  effect  that  < 
whenever  it  shall  be  convenient  to  me. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  said  treaty,  and  therefore 
regret  not  to  have  it  in  my  powor  to  do  so  immediately,  as 
I  would  otherwise  have  done  on  the  receipt  of  the  note 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  answer. 

I  seise  this  opportunity  to  present  to  you  the  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

PABLO  OBREGON. 

Mr  Obregon~to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Translation.] 

Mkxicah  LsOATtOV, 

Washington,  August  8,  1 

Sm:  The  undersigned,  envoy  ex traorJinary  an 
bter  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  United  Stat 
honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  arrived  yes- 
terday from  New  York,  where  he  received  the  treaty  of 
limits  concluded  at  Mexico,  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
Mexican  United  States,  with  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  ready  to  exchange  the 
ratification  when  convenient  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

The  undersigned  seixes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  highest  considers- 
lion  and  trsapec*.  PABLO  OBREGON. 
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Boundary— United  Statu  and  Mexico. 


[25th  Coxo.  1st  Sxsa. 


Mr.  B i' fill  to  Mr.  Obregon. 

Dkpahtmeht  or  Stat*, 

Washington,  August  2,  18*8. 

Sm:  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  I  have  just  re- 
ceived your  note  to  him  of  this  day 'a  dale,  announcing 
your  return  to  thia  city  from  that  of  New  York,  and  sta- 
ting that  yon  had  received,  in  the  last-mentioned  city,  the 
ratification  by  the  President  of  the  Mexican  United  Stales 
of  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  Mexican  States,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Mexico  on  the  ISih  day  of  January  last,  and  that  yon 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  that  ratification 
for  one  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  when  convenient. 
Having  submitted  your  note  tn  the  President,  I  am  directed 
by  him  to  observe  to  you,  ss  I  have  the  honor  to  do,  in 
teplv,  that,  as  the  treaty  in  question  contains  a  stipulation 
that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  should  be  effected  within 
four  months  from  its  date,  and  the  ratification  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  was  advised  by  their  8enate,  with  that 
stipulation  forming  a  part  of  the  instrument,  the  President 
does  not  think  himself  at  liberty,  now  that  the  limited  pe- 
riod baa  expired,  to  authorize  the  proposed  exchange  with- 
out the  further  consent  oi  the  Senate ;  and  that  it  will  be 
accordingly  laid  again  before  the  Senate  at  its  next  session 
for  that  purpose,  together  with  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  which  was  negotiated  at  Mexico 
under  the  eye  of  your  Government,  and  concluded  and 
signed  there  on  the  1 4th  of  February  following,  as  it  is 
understood  that  a  condition  has  been  annexed  to  the  ratifi- 
cation oi  that  treaty,  by  the  ad»ice  of  the  Mexican  Con- 
gress, of  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  not 
aware  when  it  advised  the  ratification  of  it  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

I  pray  you,  air,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  very  high 


Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Montoya. 

Dxpahtxkxt  or  Statk, 
Washington,  April  2S 


DANIEL 

Don  Pa  bio  Obbkgow,  Envoy  Extraordii 


Mr.  Montoya  to  Mr.  Tan  Burtn. 
[Translation.] 
Lboatios  or  Mexico, 

Baltimore,  April  16,  1829. 

The  undersigned,  charge-  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico,  desirous  of  carrying  into 
effect,  on  ite  part,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  in  that 
capital  on  the  12th  of  January  of  last  year,  and  approved 
by  the  General  Congress,  has  directed  him,  as  its  plenipo- 
tentiary, to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  ex- 
mange  or  ratification*  oi  me  satu  ircsiy,  anu  jnvesiea  mm 
with  full  powers  for  that  purpose. 

It  appears  from  a  note  which  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
addressed  to  Mc-  Obregon  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  that  the  objection  which  the  President 
then  had  to  authorise  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  waa, 
that,  the  term  stipulated  by  the  treaty  having  expired,  it 
was  necessary  again  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate  for  consid 
eration. 

The  undersigned  presumes  that  this  has  been  done  du- 
ring the  session  which  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
that  no  further  difficulty  now  exists  on  the  part  of  the  Ur.i- 


- 


The  undersigned,  Secretory  of  8tate  of  the  United  States, 
has  rec (mad  the  note  of  the  16lh  instant,  which  Mr.  Mon- 
toya, charge  d'affaires  from  the  United  Mexican  States,  haa 
addressed  to  him,  stating  that  his  (Jovernrjicnl,  being  de- 
sirous of  carrying  into  effect,  on  its  part,  the  treaty  of  lim- 
ita  concluded  on  the  12tb  of  January  of  last  year,  between 
thia  Government  and  that,  haa  directed  him  to  do  whatever 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  that  treaty,  and  baa  invested  him  with  full  powers 
for  the  purpose ;  and  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the 
undesigned  indisposed  to  proceed  with  him  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  accordingly  of  the  treaty  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  having  laid  Mr.  Montoya'*  note  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  he  is  instructed  by  him 
to  state,  in  reply,  as  he  has  the  honor  to  do,  that,  concur- 
ring  in  the  opinion  which  appears  to  have  been  entertained 
by  his  immediate  predecessor,  as  made  known  to  Mr.  Ob- 
regon, the  then  minister  of  Mexico  near  thia  Government, 
on  the  2d  of  August  last,  by  this  Department,  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  on  his  part  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  without  ngain  submitting  the  treaty  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Sen  ite,  for  its  renewed  advice  and  con* 
sent,  the  term  stipulated  by  that  instrument  itself,  in  which 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  waa  to  be  effected,  having  ex- 
pired before  Mr.  Obregon  gave  notice  that  he  waa  instructed 
and  empowered  to  make  it  on  the  part  of  his 
this  formality  cannot  now  be  entered  upon,  but 
ceasarily  await  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, when  the  treaty  in  question  will  be  again  submitted 
to  that  body  with  that  view. 

The  undersigned  is  not  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
policy  which  governed  the  late  President,  in  not  asking 
and  taking  the  advice  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  aa  it 
appears  he  intended  to  do,  with  regard  to  thia  subject,  but 
it  is  presumed  that  he  was  influenced  by  the  expectation, 
which  be  had  reason  to  entertain,  that  another  treaty  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  equally  interesting  to  both  of  them, 
which  had  also  been  negotiated  and  condoded  at  the  Mex- 
ican capital,  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  received  bark  from  that  Government, 
with  its  ratification  added  thereto,  in  time  to  be  submitted, 
together  with  the  other,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sbnate 
during  that  session;  and  he  was  disappointed  in  this  ex- 
pectation. Before  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Senate,  however,  the  undersigned  flatters  himself 
that  Mr.  Montoya  will  have  received  from  his  Government 
its  ratification  of  the  last-mentioned,  the  commercial  treaty, 
with  authority  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  it  for  the  rati-' 
fiemtion  of  thia  Government;  and  he  ia  authorized  to  in- 
form him  that,  in  that  case,  the  President  will  forthwith 
submit  it  likewise  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  pray*  Mr.  Montoya  to  accept  the  assu- 
rance of  hia  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Den  J.  M.  Mohtoia,  4*- 


The  undersigned,  therefore,  hopes  that  the  Secretary  of 
Btate  will  inform  him  whether  he  ia  disposed  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  lhnita  above 
referred  to. 

The  undersigned  seizes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the 
turn  and  respect.  J.  M.  MONTOYA. 


Mr  Montoya.  to  Mr.  Livini 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lmatiox  is  Washibotox, 

March  26,  1832. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affairea  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  being  anxious  to  carry  into  eJfrct  on  iu  »     i  ->t 
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26th  Comm.  1st  Sim.] 


Boundary—  United 


navigation,  concluded  mod  signed  at  the  capital  of  the  Ut- 
ter republic  on  the  12tli  of  January,  1828,  and  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1831,  both  of  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
General  Congress  of  the  Union,  have  appointed  and  tullv 
1  him,  Ys  plenipotentiary,  to  do  whatever  may  be 
for  the  exch^Ke  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said 


The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
inform  htm  whether  he  ia  equally  disputed  to  proceed  lo 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  reminding  him  at  the 
same  time  that,  an  the  5th  of  April  next,  the  period  stipu- 
lated for  that  act  will  expire. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  the  Secretary  of  8tate  the  expressions  of  his  high  con- 
sideration and  respect.  J.  M.  MONTOVA. 
To  the  Hon.  Enwxan  LiriiresTo*, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Monloya. 

Dbfabtmkxt  or  Statx, 

Washington,  March  30,  183*. 
The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  8tates  bad  the 
honor  to  receive,  on  the  day  of  its  date,  the  36th  of  this 
month,  the  note  of  Mr.  Monloya,  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
l'nitrd  Mexican  Elates,  and  has  now  the  satisfaction  to  in- 
form  him,  in  reply,  that  he  will  be  ready  to  proceed  with 
Mr.  Montoya,  at  this  office,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  4th 
of  April,  to  Ihe  exehange  of  the  rat ifi rations,  by  their  re- 
spective Governments,  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation concluded  between  them  st  Mexico  on  Ihe  6th  day 
of  April  last. 
To  Mr.  Moxtota, 

Charge1  <T  Affaires  of  Mexico. 


to  Mr. 


•] 

Mexicax  Lxsatiox, 

Washington,  March  31,  1832. 

The  underaigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  had  this  day  the  honor  of  receiving  from  the 
.Secretary  of  Stale,  a  note  bearing  dale  the  30th,  in  reply 
to  bis  of  the  v:6th  ;  in  it  the  Secretary  informs  the  under- 
aigned that  he  will  be  prepared,  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of 
Aprti  next,  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  by  the  re- 
spective Governments  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
jeuiitm  concluded  in  Mexico  on  ihe  6th  of  April  last. 

The  undersigned  was  much  surprised  and  grieved  by  the 
trims  of  this  reply.  On  the  30th  April,  1828,  Mr.  Clay, 
then  Secretary  of  Stole,  informed  the  Mexican  minister  by 
nuts,  that  the  President  bad,  with  the  advice  and  conwnt 
of  the  Senate,  ratified  the  treaty  of  limits  which  had  been 
concluded  in  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  January  preceding, 
and  that  he  was  ready  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
at  any  time  within  the  period  assigned  by  the  treaty  which 
would  be  convenient  to  the  Mexican  minister.  That  pe- 
riod, however,  passed  before  the  minister  could  receive  the 
treaty  ratified  by  his  Government,  and  consequently  the 
exchange  would  not  be  effected  within  it.  When  at  length 
the  treaty  arrived,  the  minister  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  2d  August,  1828,  that  no  further  obstacle  existed 
to  the  exchange  of  ratifications ;  the  reply  was,  that  the 
period  fixed  in  the  treaty  having  been  exceeded,  the  sub- 
ject would  have  to  be  brought  before  Ihe  Senate  at  their 
next  session. 

The  same  reply  was  given  bv  Mr.  Van  Daren  to  the 
undersigned  on  the  22d  April,  with  the  addition  that  as  soon 
as  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  was  received,  it 
would  be  submitted  lo  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
by  this  correspondence,  the  Vic* 


the  United  Mexican  States  procured,  with  great 
the  necessary  powers  to  conclude  and  ratify  the  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  the  period  for  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  this  latter  being  declared  by  an 
additional  article  to  be  the  same  within  which  that  uf  the 
treaty  of  limits  is  to  take  place. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  treaty  was  i 
by  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Mexican  8 
the  exchange  was  only  prevented  by  the  cirruuutanre  of 
the  period  assigned  having  been  exceeded  ;  that  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  by  the  additional  article,  had  removed 
this  obstacle  as  far  as  lay  in  it*  power,  and  by  ratifying  the 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  haw  also 
done  away  with  the  second  objection  alleged  by  tl 
Slates  Government  against  the  exchange  of  the 
limits. 

Consequently,  when  the  Mexican  Government  sent  both 
the  treaties  to  be  exchanged  at  one*  in  this  capital,  within 
the  period  last  assigned,  it  was  far  from  imagining  that  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limit*  would  be 
put  off  indefinitely  by  the  American  Government. 

The  undersigned  says  nothing  of  the  unfavorable  im- 
pression which  this  delay  will  produce  upon  the  Mexican 
nation,  and  ventures  to  hope  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
State  thinks  proper  to  exchange  the  ratification*  of  the 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  he  will 
likewise  exchange  those  of  the  treaty  of  limits  at  the  same 
time. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  express  to  the 
of  Slate  the  sentiments  of  consideration  and  re- 

with  which  be  signs  himself, 

J.  M.  MONTOYA. 
To  the  Hon.  Ebwaxb  Livrirovroir, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Montoya. 

Dbpabthkht  or  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1832. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  8tate  of  the  United  States 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  nole  of  this 
dale  from  Mr.  Monloya,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  of  Mexico,  in  answer  to  ihe  notice  which  Ihe  under- 
signed reused  to  be  given  of  his  readiness  to  proceed  to  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation  on  the  4th  of  next  month  of  April.  In  that 
not*  Mr.  Monloya  expresses  a  hope  that,  on  the  same  day 
fixed  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  the  exchange  may  also  take 
place  of  the  treaty  of  limits.  To  Ibis  proposition  it  would 
be  a  sufficient  answer  to  say,  that,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  exchange  of  treaties,  the  ratifications  of  both  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  by  their  constitutions!  organs, 
must  have  preceded  such  exchange;  that,  in  the  case  of 
one  treaty,  SUch  ratification  has  taken  place,  and  thai  in 
the  case  of  the  other  it  has  not ;  the  treaty  j>f  limits  being 
still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  without  wbose 
cons  nt  and  ndvice,  by  the  constitution,  the  President  can- 
not ratify  the  treaty,  and  of  course  the  undersigned  cannot 
make  the  exchange.  This,  the  undersigned  repeals,  would 
be  a  sufficient,  and,  ss  is  hoped,  a  satisfactory  reason  why 
the  expectations  of  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mex- 
ican 8tates  ou  this  subject  cannot  be  fulfilled.  But,  as 
the  coarse  heretofore  token  seems  to  be  relied  on  as  a  rea- 
son why  the  exchanges  ought  in  good  faith  to  be  simulta- 
neously made,  it  ia  proper  to  remark  that  the  readiness 
evinced  by  tb*  not*  of  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  30lh  of  April, 
1828,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  to  proceed  in  the 
exchange  of  the  treaty  of  limiu  immediately  after  ita  rati- 
fication by  tb*  Senate,  and  the 
to  the  minister  from  Mexico  f 

as  the  period  limited  for  the 
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[25th  Cox*,  lat  Sua. 


and  thai  after  thnt  time  bad  expired  no  power  to  do  it  ex- 
isted until  a  modification  of  the  treaty  had  been  made  by 
tile  treaty-making  powers  of  both  nation*.  That  modifi- 
tion  haa  been  made  by  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
and  it  ia  now  before  the  other  for  its  action. 

The  intimate  acquaintance  which  the  charge  d'ntTui  res  of 
the  Mexican  republic  haa  with  the  distribution  of  powera 
under  our  constitution,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  cvplnin  to 
him  the  relative  functions  of  the  President  and  the  Senate  in 
the  format  ion  of  treaties,  or  to  inform  him  that  it  would  be 
lor  me  1  resident  to  anytime  tnc  power*  gnen  to 
ich  of  the  Government-  The  former  ratifica- 
tion  by  the  Senate  four  years  ago  was  rendered  inoperative 
by  the  omission  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  with- 
in the  term  prcscril»ed,  and  the  subsequent  enlargement  of 
the  term  by  an  additional  article  by  one  party  requires,  as 
has  been  said,  the  co-operation  of  the  other  beloro  the  com- 


pact can  be  complete. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  ratification  oi  the  Senate  will  enable 
tho  uiidnritigued  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  eliar^*' 
d'niraires  of  the  United  Meiican  States,  to  exchange  both 
treaties  at  the  same  time,  and  to  give  the  greatest  opportu- 
nity for  doing  this  the  latest  day  was  fixed  for  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

The  undersigned  renew?  the  assurances  of  hia  high  con- 
sideration. EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Josk  Montota,  Esq., 

Chvgi  (f  Affaire*  of the  United  Mexican  Statu. 

Mr.  Monloya  to  Mr.  Livingston . 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Lsoation  r?r  WAsnrNn-roN, 

Aprils,  1833. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  hod  the  honor  to  receive,  yesterday,  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  note  from  Mr.  Livingston,  tho  Secre- 
tary of  8tate,  dated  March  31st,  in  reply  to  that  from  the 
undersigned  of  the  same  date,  stating  his  reasons  for  hoping 
that  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits  might  he  ex- 
changed on  the  same  day  with  those  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation. 

Mr.  Livingston,  in  his  said  note,  snys  that  it  would  be  a 
sufficient  answer  to  this  proposition  to  state,  that  in  order 
to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  treaties,  the  ratifications  of 
both  the  high  contracting  parties  should  have  been  pre- 
viously exchanged,  and  that  as  the  treaty  of  limits  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  8tates, 
without  the  consent  of  which  the  President  cannot  ratify 
it,  Mr.  Livingston  cannot  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications.  He  afterwards  adds,  that  although  this  might 
be  taken  as  a  sufficient  mid  satisfactory  reason  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  expectations  of  the  undersigned  with  re- 
gard to  this  affair,  it  waa  proper  to  remark  that  the  readi- 
ness evinced  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1829,  to  proceed  on  tho  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  imme- 
diately after  its  ratification  by  the  Senate,  and  his  answer 
to  the  Mexican  minister,  that  the"  said  exchange  could  not 
take  place,  as  the  period  assigned  for  it  hail  expired,  served  as 
proofs  that  the  (iovernment  of  the  United  States  was  ready 
to  make  the  exchange;  but  that  the  period  having  expired, 
it  could  not  be  effected  until  a  modification  of  the  treaty 
bad  been  made  by  those  authorized  by  the  Government  to 
make  it;  that  such  a  modification  had  been  made  by  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties,  but  the  decision  of  the  other 
with  regard  to  it  was  still  pending.  The  honorable  Secre- 
tary adds,  that  the  first  ratification  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  been  rendered  void  by  the  omission 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  ratify  the  trenty 


within  the  term  prescribed  ;  and  that  the  extension  of  this 
term  by  means  of  an  additional  article,  proposed  by  one 
party,  requires  for  its  entire  admission  as  a  compact,  the  co- 
operation of  the  other. 

The  undersigned,  on  despatching  his  note  of  the  3 1st 
March,  was  well  aware  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  not  ratify  the  treaty  of  limits  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate;  he  also  knew  that  as  the  ratifications 
had  not  been  exchanged  within  the  period  stipulated  on 
the  12th  of  January,  1828,  it  was  necessary  that  the  addi- 
tional articlo  for  extending  the  term  of  the  exchange  oneyear 
longer,  agreed  upon  at  Mexico  between  tho  plenipotentia- 
ries between  tho  two  high  contracting  parties,  should  he 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate;  he,  however, 
believed  that  no  difficulty  wqiild  have  taken  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  ratification  of  the  said  article. 

In  fact,  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded  andaigned  at  Mex- 
ico, is  merely  a  repetition  of  that  concluded  and  ratified  by 
the  United  States  and  by  Spain.  When  tho  United  States 
of  America  recognised  the  independence  of  Mexico,  they, 
by  that  very  act,  tacitly  recognised  the  limits  already  agreed 
on  with  Spain,  ami,  therefore,  in  forming  the  treaty  with 
regard  to  that  subject  in  1828,  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, as  well  as  the  United  Mexican  Slates,  did  nothing 
more  than  sanction  what  bad  been  already  acknowledged. 

The  readiness  with  which  this  treaty  was  ratified  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  disposition  manifested  by  Mr.  Clay  for  ef- 
fecting the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  prove  that  the 
question  of  the  hunts  was  entirely  arranged,  and  that  if, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  the  exchange,  the  Pres- 
ident had  thought  proper  to  submit  the  treaty  again  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  there  was  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  this  second  revision  comprehended  the  question 
of  limits,  or  that  it  would  not  l>e  confined  simply  to  that  of 
the  extension  of  the  period  stipulated  for  the  exchange. 

This  extension  was  the  sole  object  of  the  additional  arti- 
cle, which  was  signed  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  ac- 
credited near  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States, 
in  virtue  of  {lowers  conferred  on  htm  by  his  own.  In  con- 
sequence, the  Mexican  Government,  under  the  persuasion 
that  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  that  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  regard  to  the 
ratification  of  the  additional  article,  considered  itself  autho- 
rized to  expect  that  the  exchango  of  both  treaties  would 
take  place  at  the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  therefore  finds  himself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  informing  the  Rocrelary  of  State,  that,  agreeably 
to  his  instructions,  he  cannot  proceed  to  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  end  nav- 
igation, unless  those  of  the  treaty  of  limits  be  exchanged  at 
the  same  time. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  rcpaat 
lo  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

Hon.  Edw.  Livingston, 

.Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Huntoya  to  Mr.  Livingston.— Extract. 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Legation  at  Washington, 

April  27,  1832. 
In  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  it  is  agreed  that, 
in  order  to  fix  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  republics, 
each  party  shall  appoint  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor, 
who  shall  meet  at  Natchitoches  before  the  termination  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 
The  updersigncd  requests  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform 
him  when  the  appointment  of  the  snid  commissioner  will 
have  1-een  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
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Cons.  1st  Skss.] 


Boundary-  VniUd  State*  a,id  Mexico. 


at  what  tiro*  th« 
place  agreed  upon. 

The  undcrnigned  avails  himself  of  thi* 
meat  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  ox  pre* 


at  the 


J.  M.  MONTOYA. 

Mr.  Livingttm  to  Mr.  Montoya. 
DBfAltTMEWT  or  Stati, 

Washington,  July  20,  1832. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  8tate*, 
has  the  honor  to  lran*mit  to  Mr.  Montoya,  charge  d  afiaucb 
from  Mexico,  tho  enclosed  copy  of  an  act  of  tho  late  seu- 
aion  of  Congress,  entitled  An  act  to  provide  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  trealy  of  limit*  between  the  Untted  Slate*  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  Slates,"  and  to  acquaint 
him  that  this  Government  is  prepared  to  proceed,  conjoint- 
ly with  that  of  Mexico,  to  the  designation  of  the  boundary 
line  belvroen  the  territories  of  the  two  Government*. 

The  undersigned  i*  instructed,  therefore,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, to  inquire  of  Mr.  Montoya  whether  any  arrangement* 
havo  been  made  on  the  part  of  his  Government  for  proceed 
ing,  conjointly  with  this,  to  the  designation  of  the  line 
contemplated,  or,  if  not,  to  request  that  he  will  ask  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  his  Government  to  this  subject. 

He  avails  hiui*elf  of  thw  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Mon- 
toya the  artumnce-  of  his  consideration.  ' 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Josk  Mojitota,  Esq.,   

Charge"  <T  Affaire*  of  the  United  Mexican  State*, 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  McLane. 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Leoatisx, 

Philadelphia,  December  7,  1833. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Mexican  re- 
public, has  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  following  note,  which  he  has  received  from  hi* 
Government : 

"  The  Supreme  Government,  with  a  view  to  carry  into 
effect  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits  l«twccii  the 
Mexican  and  tho  Unite*!  State*  Government*,  ha*  appoint- 
ed Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Tomaa  Ramon  del  Moral  com- 
missioner, and  Don  Castillo  Navarro  surveyor.  And  1  give 
you  this  Information,  iu  order  that  you  may  convey  it  to  the 
Government  near  which  you  are  accredited,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  may  inquire  whether  such  officer*  have  been  appoint- 
ed on  its  part  for  fixing  the  dividing  line  between  the  two 
countries,  and,  if  so,  who  they  arc." 

The  undersigned  hopes  the  Secretary  of  8tate  will  inform 
him  whether  any  person*  have  been  appointed  by  hi*  Gov- 
ernment to  act  with  those  named  above  in  determining  the 
'■aid  dividing  line,  and,  if  so,  what  are  their  name*. 

Tho  undersigned  ha*  the  satisfaction  of  again  presenting 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished 


however,  in  the  confident  expectation,  confirmed  by  the 
assurance  contained  in  your  lettST  of  the  22d  July  last,  that 
vou  would  have  earlier  taken  up  your  residence  at  the  scat 
of  Government,  in  compl.ance  with  the  wish  of  the  Pru- 
dent, which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  on  lbs 
13th  of  Jl 


Ah  it  appears  by  your  letter  of  the  22d  July  .that 
correctly  interpreted  the  nature  of  the  President  s  request, 
I  am  bound  to  presume  that  a  compliance  with  it  on  %  our 
part  ha*  been  prevented  by  sufficient  and  unavoidable 
causes,  although  not  made  known  to  this  Department,  and 
notwithstanding  the  reason*  for  your  presence  here,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  important  and  particular  state  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  Governments. 

Under  tbia  belief  I  address  this  letter  to  you  at  Thilailel 
phis,  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  your  attention  partic  ularly 
to  the  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  ot  limit* 
of  the  6th  day  of  April,  1831,  and  of  inquiring  of  you  at 
what  time  the  appointment  of  commissioner*  by  yoor  Gov- 
ernment was  made. 

1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  with  high  cons. Jerajioo.  jour 
obedient  eervant,  LOUIS  McLANE. 

J.  M.  Db  Castillo  t  Laws  a*. 

Charge  a"  Affaires  of  Mexico. 


Mr.  Cuttillo  to  Mr. 

[Translation.  ] 
Mkxicas  Lksatioit, 
Philadr  /phia, 


9,  1935. 

•  •  •  •  • 

Aa  to  the  second  subject  treated  in  the  note,  respecting 
the  appointments  of  Colonel  Don  Thomas  Ramon  del  Mo- 
ral a*  commissioner,  and  Don  Castillo  Navarro  ns  geome- 
ter, for  earring  into  execution  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  liruil*  between  the  United  State*  snd  those  of  Mexico, 
the  undersigned  cannot  say  at  what  dato  those  appoint- 
ments were  made;  and  can  only  declare  that  the  de*p  <uti 
received  by  him,  respecting  the  same,  bore  dale  the  26th  of 
last  September.  The  causes  which  have  produced  the  de- 
lay beyond  the  period  fixed  in  the  above-mentioned  artkJe 
are  well  known  ;  still  the  undersigned  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  for  the  credit  of  the  present  Mexican  administration, 
that,  in  the  midst  of  the  political  storms  of  civil  war,  of  ter- 
rible buttle*  with  its  enemies,  and  of  difficulties  ensuing 
thereon,  despite  all  this,  it  ha*  directed  its  attention  to  this 
important  business,  giving  proof  in  this,  as  well  a*  other 
laudable  acta,  of  it*  desire  to  draw  still  more  closely  tho 
bond*  of  friendship  and  harmony  now  existing  between  ths 
two  countries. 


Cod 


liberty. 
J.  M. 


DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAZ. 


Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Castillo. 

Drpastmewt  or  Statb, 

Wathitigton,  December  31,  1883. 
Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  acquainting 
rue  that  the  Supreme  Government,  with  a* view  to  carry 
into  effect  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limit*  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  State*,  had  appointed  Lieulenant 
Colonel  Don  Thomas  Ramon  del  Moral  commissioner,  and 
Don  Cwtiilo  Navnrro  surveyor,  was  received  at  this  De- 
pArimcnt  on  the  4lli  inMant.    I  have  delayed  my  answer, 


to  Mr.  McLane. 
[Translation.] 

Msxicax  LisArios, 
Washington,  May  26,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  ba*  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hon.  L.  McLane, 
Secretary  of  these  United  Slatex,  that  ho  has  received  or- 
ders from  his  Government  to  state  that  it  has  no  motive  for 
altering  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  limit*  between  the  two 
republic*  in  any  respect;  that  this  trealy,  having  been  for- 
mally published,  has  (be  force  of  law,  nothing  re  main  in; 
but  tbat  the  respective  commissioners  should  proceed  to 
laying  down  the  line  of  division;  that,  indeed,  the  serious 
difficulties  with  which  the  Mexican  Government  has  lately 
hod  to  contend  hive  hitherto  prevented  thi*  demarcation 
from  being  made;  but  that  these  circumstance*  should  not, 
in  any  way,  affect  the  result*  of  the  negotiation  concluded ; 
the  mote  so,  a*  the  commissioners  and  surveyor  of  the 
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United  States,  although  appointed  the  one  on  the  Slat  of 
July,  and  the  others  on  the  24lh  of  September  lust,  have 
not  yet  proceeded  on  their  journey  to  the  place  of  operations. 
Finally,  that,  m  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  parts 
of  said  treaty  which  remain  unexecuted,  nothing  more  is 
than  to  extend  the  term  for  the  meeting  of  the 
uch  extension  may  be  made  by  agreement 
between  any  person  .whom  the  United  States  may  author- 
ise on  their  part,  and  the  undersigned  on  that  of  the  Mex- 
can  Government,  which  has  promised  to  furnish  him  with 
full  powers  to  that  effect  by  the  packet  which  is  to  leave 
Verm  Oroa  on  the  first  of  next  month. 

Such  an  expedient  for  remedying  the  delay  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  treaty,  which  has  been  caused  by  inevi- 
table circumstances,  is  certainly  the  most  rational ;  besides 
which,  it  conforms  to  what  Mr.  McLane  was  pleased  to 
say  verbally  to  the  undersigned  in  a  friendly  conference  on 
the  subject. 

The  undersigned  hopes  Mr.  McLane  will  let  him  know 
the  intentions  of  this  Government  with  respect  to  this  busi- 
ness; aud  he  will,  on  his  own  part,  inform  the  Secretary 
of  Slate,  a <  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  the  full  powers 
referred  to  above.  Meanwhile  be  has  the  honor  to  repeat 
to  Mr.  McLane  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  J.  M.  CASTILLO  V  LANZAS. 
To  the  Hon.  Louis  McLavk,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affaire  of  Mexico  to  the 
ry  of  Stale  of  the  Untied  States. 
[Translation.] 
Pa  lack  of  Tax  Federal  Gotkiitkkkt, 

Mexico,  October  SI,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Relations  of 
the  United  Mexican  States,  has  the  honor  to  address  the 
Secretary  of  8tate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in- 
forming him  that  although  tho  political  circumstances  in 
which  this  republic  is  placed  have  prevented  its  Government 
from  providing  for  the  meeting  at  Natchitoches  of  the  com- 
missioners and  surveyors  of  the  two  nations,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  con- 
cluded in  the  year  1832,  within  the  period  there  stated, 
yet  it  has  constantly  desired  to  have  this  important  affair 
terminated  as  soon  as  possible ;  and,  indeed,  to  that  effect 
it  did  appoint  persons  on  its  part  to  proceed  to  the  said  des- 
ignation of  limits,  which  could  not,  however,  take  place 
on  account  of  the  dismissal  of  the  individuals  chosen.  His 
excellency,  the  President,  has  since  appointed  other  per- 
sons, who  will  go  without  delay  l»  Natchitoches;  but,  in 
order  that  they  may  proceed  in  union  with  those  of  the 
United  Stales,  he  has  given  full  power  to  Don  J.  M.  del 
Castillo  y  Lanzas  to  fix  upon  a  new  period  for  the  meeting 
arranged  by  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  1838,  as  the 
year  therein  mentioned  has  passed.    And  his  excellency, 
not  doubling  that  the  Supreme  Government  at  Washing- 
Ion  will  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  this  proposition, 
has  directed  the  undersigned  lo  address  the  present  com- 
munication to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  request  him  to  use  his  influence  for  the 
attainment  of  this  itnpottant  object,  which  would  contribute 
so  essentially  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  amity  and  good 
will  now  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  assure  the 
Secretary  ol  State  of  the  United  States  of  his  most  distin- 
ilion. 

FRANCISCO  DE  LOMBARDO. 


Castillo  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.  ] 

Miiicaw  Lkoatioh, 
Philadelphia,  December  4,  IB34. 
.,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi. 
Vot.  XI 7.— A  19 


can  States,  has  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Hon. 
John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  these  United  Stales, 
that,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  in  consequence  of  what 
was  agreed  to  between  himself  and  the  Hon.  Louis  Mc- 
Lane, at  an  interview  relative  to  the  treaty  of  limits  now 
pending  between  the  two  countries,  he  had  the  pleasure  to 
address  a  note  to  Mr.  McLane,  to  which  he  now  takes  the 
liberty  to  refer  Mr.  Forsyth ;  it  is  dated  the  26th  May, 
1834.  Ho  must,  however,  observe  that,  on  account  of  the. 
pressing  concerns  of  his  Government  at  that  time,  and  from 
the  absence  of  most  of  iu  members  more  latterly,  the  an- 
swer which  he  expected,  and  which  had  been  verbally  prom- 
ised him,  has  not  till  this  date  reached  this  legation. 

In  consequence  of  the  despatch  mentioned  in  said  note, 
by  which  the  Mexican  Government  expresses  its  opinion, 
and  which  is  moreover  conformable  (as  declared  in  it)  with 
the  verbal  notice  given  by  Mr.  McLane ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  offer  made  at  that  time  by  btm,  he  haa  the 
honor  to  inform  Mr.  Forsyth  that  lie  haa  lately  received  the 
foil  power  which  he  expected  from  his  Government,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  negotiation  of  an  additional  article  of  the  said 
treaty. 

A  alight  indisposition  prevents  the  undersigned  from 
g»ing  to  the  Federal  city  as  soon  as  he  could  wish,  in  or- 
der to  deliver  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  in  person  that 
which  his  Government  has  sent  for  him,  together  with  the 
said  full  power,  and  to  present  this  document,  by  means  of 
which  he  doubts  not  that  he  shall  be  able  to  destroy  lha 
only  difficulty  now  existing  against  the  definitive  settle- 
ment of  the  limits  between  ihe  two  countries. 

As  to  the  commissioners,  the  undersigned  must  inform 
the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  that  the  persons  who  were  former- 
ly appointed,  and  of  whom  the  undersigned  bad  the  honor 
to  notify  this  Government  in  his  note  of  the  Sd  of  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  having  resigned  their  offices,  the  Sapreme  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  has  appointed  in  their  places  Colonel 
Don  Juan  Nepomuceno  Almonte  as  commissioner,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Pedro  Garcia  Conde  as  manVma- 
ticinn. 

The  undersigned  hopes  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  will 
submit  this  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  Si;  tea, 
and  inform  the  undersigned  of  his  excellency's  determina- 
tion with  regard  lo  it,  in  order  that  he  may  take  advantage 
of  the  packet  which  is  now  nearly  ready  to  sail  for  Vera 
Crux,  to  inform  his  Government  on  the  subject. 
The  undersigned,  meanwhile,  dec. 

J.  M.  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 
Hon.  Johv  FoasTTit. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Castillo. 
Dxpa«tmkht  or  SrATK, 

Washington,  December  11,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
bss  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr. 
Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  Mexico,  doted  the 4th- instant. 

In  reply ,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo that  it  ia  apparent,  from  the  contents  of  his  note,  there 
has  been  a  misapprehension  on  the  subject.  The  undersigned 
haa  therefore  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr.  Castillo  that, 
on  the  13th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge  d'affaires 
of  the  United  Slates  at  Mexico,  was  empowered  arid  in- 
Ktrncted  to  negotiate  a  second  iJdilional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits  between  the  two  countries,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  time  originally  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  and  surveyors.  Mexico  wss  preferred  as 
the  seat  of  the  negotiation,  because  it  was  deemed  desirable 
lo  obtain  the  ratification  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  the 
article  before  forwarding  it  for  ratification  by  this  Govern- 
ment. Owing  to  accident,  however,  the  instruction  and 
power  adverted  lo  were  not  received  by  Mr.  Butler  until 
tha  first  of  July  last,  at  which  time  the  Mexican  Congress 
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was  not  in  session.  It  is  understood  that  it  will  mwl  again 
on  the  1st  oi  January  next.  Mr.  Castillo  will  perceive 
that,  m  arrangements  have  been  made  by  this  Government 
for  the  negotiation  of  the  additional  article  at  Mexico,  and 
there  is  reason  to^concludc  that  progress  has  been  made.^it 

the  same  object. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Castillo 
the  assurances  of  hi*  most  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  FOR8YTH. 
Don  J.  M.  »«  Castillo  t  Laxsaa, 
Charge*  £  Affaire*  of 


Mr.  Cartitto  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
[Translation.] 
Mrxicah  Legation, 
Philadelphia,  December  15,  1834. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated  the 
1 1th,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  4lh  instant,  and  he  proceeds 
to  make  some  observations  thereupon,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  illustrating  the  mailer  in  controversy,  and  to  fulfil 
what  may  lie  required  in  relation  thereto  by  the  interests 
of  hia  country,  which,  owing  to  lamentable  causes,  to  whieh 
it  is  unnecessary  now  to  advert,  have  been  disregarded  for 
the  few  last  years. 

It  appears  by  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed 
to  Mr.  Louis  McLane  from  this  city  on  the  S6lh  of  May 
la»t,  to  which  he  baa  bad  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  Mexican  Government  had  deemed 
it  expedient,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  now  about  to 
end,  that  the  lime  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers of  both  parties  charged  with  tracing  the  boundary  line 
between  the  two  republics  should  tie  prolonged,  but  that  no 
change  should  be  made  in  the  treaty  upon  the  subject,  inas- 
much as  that  had  the  force  of  law,  was  a  measure  to  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  acceded,  and  to 
which  it  consequently  ought  not  »o  oppose  any  hinderance. 

The  undersigned  also  acquainted  Mr.  McLane,  in  the 
aforesaid  note,  that  his  Government  promised  to  send  him 
aoon  the  power  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  that  object, 
aad  that,  as  soon  as  ho  should  receive  it,  he  would  commu- 
nicate it  to  this  Government  for  the  necessary  purposes,  as 
he  has  done,  that  having  been  the  object  of  hia  note  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  of  the  4th  instant. 

It  is  inferred  from  the  answer  with  which  the  undersigned 
hat  been  honored,  that  Mr.  Forsyth  considers  there  has 
been  some  misapprehension  on  the  subject;  because  the 
necessary  powers  and  instructions  having  been  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Butler,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  8tates  at 
Mexico,  to  negotiate  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limits,  and  there  being  reason  to  believe  that  some  pro- 
gress hail  already  been  made  in  the  negotiation  in  that  coun- 
try, it  could  not  be  necessary  or  expedient  to  enter  upon  a 
negotiation  here  for  the  same  object. 

Now,  the  undersigned  eannot  comprehend  how  it  is,  that, 
as  he  has  already  said,  the  purpose  of  hie  Government  hav- 
ing been,  from  the  beginning  of  this  year,  to  carry  on  the 
negotiation  in  this  country,  the  powers  and  instructions 
sent  by  this  Government  to  Mr.  Butler  for  the  same  object 
should,  nevertheless,  be  received  at  a  more  advanced  period, 
without  any  remark.  And,  even  supposing  that  they  were, 
in  fact,  received  in  the  month  of  July,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  has 
been  pleased  to  say,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  highest  degree 
extraordinary  that,  subsequently  to  Una,  on  the  Slat  of 
(Jctolier  last,  thut  is  to  say,  nearly  four  months  later,  the 
positive  powers  and  instructions  which  the  undersigned  has 
received  within  a  few  dovs,  shoald  have  been  forwarded  to 
htm  under  the  belief  that  they  would  not  only  be  promptly 
by  this  Government,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 


of  Mexico  has 


Stale  would  see  fit  to  take  measures,  on  his  part,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  the  said  instrument.  With  thai 
view,  the  Minister  or  Foreign  Relatio 
thought  proper  to  encloae  a  note  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  as  has  already  bee 
the  undesigned  of  the  4th  instant,  which  added  that  be 
would  have  the  satisfaction  to  deliver  it  in  person  to  Mr. 
Forsyth  so  soon  as  he  should  have  recovered  from  a  alight 
indisposition  with  which  he  was  afflicted,  and  from  which 
he  hoped  to  be  free  in  a  few  daye. 

The  Mexican  Government,  in  its  last  communication  to 
the  undersigned  of  the  Slat  of  October  of  this  year,  neither 
mentions  that  Mr.  Butler  bad  presented  any  power,  nor 
that  be  bad  apprised  it  that  he  had  received  audi  on  Instru- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  setting  on  foot  any  negotiation  upon 
the  subject  of  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  shows  still  more 
clearly  that  that  Government  has  constantly  preferred  that 
the  negotiation  in  question  should  be  begun  in  this  country. 
Certainly  then,  if,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  suspects,  the  negotiation 
haJ  already  been  entered  upon  with  Mr.  Butler,  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  also  beginning  a  negotiation 
with  this  Government,  (and  the  Mexican  Government 
would  no  doubt  havo  so  thought ;)  and,  in  the  event,  the 
instructions  and  power  which  the  undersigned  haa  received 
would  have  been  superfluous. 

In  what,  then, can  the  misapprehension  be  said  to  consist  > 
At  all  events,  it  appears  to  be  trivial,  considering  the  impor- 
tance of  the  business,  the  final  conclusion  of  which  would 
so  greatly  contribute  to  strengthen  the  relations  of  friend- 
abip  and  good  understanding  which  exiat  between  the  two 
republics. 

In  virtue  of  the  last  consideration,  and  inasmuch  as  it 
aeems  palpable  enough  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  made 
in  the  negotiation  at  Mexico  of  the  article  in  question,  and 
considering  besides,  if  it  lie  not  entered  upon  now,  much 
time  will  be  lost,  the  concurrence  of  the  Legislature  upon 
the  subject  being  necessary,  and  aa  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  at  Washington,  will  end  about  the  beginning  of 
March,  and  that  of  the  Chambers  at  Mexico  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April,,  no  time  will  therefore  be  left  to  correct  the 
misapprehension  to  which  Mr.  Forsyth  refers,  or  to  conclude 
as  promptly  aa  ia  desirable  the  negotiation  of  the  additional 
article  in  question. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  can  do  no  leaa  than  flatter 
himself,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  just  wish  of  hia  Govern- 
ment, and  for  the  purpose  of  ending  an  affair  which  has 
already  been  much  retarded,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  proper  to  allow  him  to  present  the  full  pow- 
er, which,  as  has  been  said,  he  haa  received  for  that  object, 
and  will  allow  the  negotiation  of  the  second  additional  arti- 
cle to  be  entered  upon,  which  both  Governments  hare 
deemed  it  neeeaaary  should  be  added  to  the  treaty  of  limits, 
in  order  that  the  terms  of  the  article  being  agreed  upon  here, 
and  the  article  ratified  with  the  greatest  promptitude  at  Mex- 
ico, the  commissioners  of  both  countries  may  proceed  to  the 
demarcation  of  the  boundary,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  newly 
stipulated  for. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that,  upon  considering  the  prece- 
ding declaration,  this  Government  will  not  find  it  inconve- 
nient to  comply  with  the  desire  he  has  manifested  in  the 
name  of  his  Government ;  and,  cherishing  tbia  hope,  he  has 
the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Forsyth  the  assurances  of  his 
onaideration. 
J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr.  Castillo. 
Dbfastmkkt  or  Stats, 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  addressed  to  him  by 
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[vl5th  Govs,  1st  Sr.s«. 


Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  Slates' 
under  date  of  the  1 5th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Castillo  has  already  Iwe n  informed  of  Ihc  wwdi  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  at  Meiico, 
for  the  conclusion  of  a  supplemental  article  to  the  treaty  of 
limits;  and  as  the  delay  which  rendered  such  a  negotiation 
necessary  baa  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  its  acquiescence  in  this  course  can- 
not be  doubted.  A  short  lime,  however,  may  be  expected 
to  bring  the  result  of  the  overture  which  Mr.  Butler  was 
instructed  to  make,  and  the  undersigned  will  then  have 
the  honor  of  a  further  communication  with  Mr.  Castillo  on 
the  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Castillo  the  assurances  of  bis  high  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Sr.  Don  J.  M.  D*  Castillo,  dee. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
[Translation.] 

MuiciK  Lkbatiov, 

Washingtoit^January  12,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  charged  d'aSkm  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States,  had  the  honor  lo  receive  a  note  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  ihc  9th  iiiKtant,  which  presents  ma- 
terials for  new  considerations.  The  undersigned  cannot, 
conformably  with  his  duly,  neglect  to  communicate  them 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  in  addition  to  those  already 
submitted  in  hia  former  note  of  the  15th  ultimo,  to  which, 
although  the  Secretary  of  Slato  has  not  thought  proper  to 
reply,  he  yet  hopes  have  merited  his  attention,  anil  will 
insure  an  opportunity  of  discussing,  during  the  present 
fitasl  .ill  of  Congress,  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  limits. 
It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  Mexican  Government,  in 
of  the  fatal  civil  dissensions  which  have  con- 
that  country,  has  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
atteii'liiiL'  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  to  proceed 
jointly  with  those  of  the  United  States  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  limits  ;  and  it  is  equslly  certain  that  the  delay  which 
has  rendered  this  negotiation  (of  the  second  article)  ne- 
ceseary,  has  been  caused,  though  unintentionally,  by  the 


Me i lean  Government;  but  it  cannot  bo  granted,  as  a  con- 
wenurnee  from  this,  that  the  Mexican  Government  without 
ibt  acquiesces,  as  Mr.  Forsyth  considers. 
The  undersigned,  in  hia  note  of  the  26th  or  May  last, 
the  satisfaction  to  express  to  Mr.  McLane,  thru  dec- 
retory of  State,  that  his 


opportunity  offered,  a  full  power  to  enter  upon  this  nego- 
tiation. But  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  Mexico,  did  not  receive  from  his  Government 
the  power  which  it  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  him,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Forsyth's  note  of  the  1  Ith  of  December 
last,  until  the  1st  of  July.  This  communication,  there- 
fore, wa*  made  more  than  n  month  before  the  receipt  last 
mentioned;  and  the  ot^er  was  made  out  in  Mexico  and 
eeut  to  the  undersigned  two  months  previous.  Conse- 
quently, even  supposing  that  Mr.  Butler  bad,  immediately 
on  receiving  his  full  power,  communicated  it  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  nothing  could  hmvo  been  done  in  pronc- 
cution  of  the  affair  then;  as  it  is  clear  that  the  (Mexican) 
Government  would  have  declared  to  him  the  impropriety 
of  beginning  a  negotiation  there  for  the  carrying  on  of 
which  in  this  country  il  had  taken  the  necessary  steps. 

This  reasoning  appears  in  every  point  of  view  clear  and 
convincing.  But,  moreover,  from  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
munications lately  received  from  his  Government,  which 
come  down  to  the  26th  of  November,  Mr.  Butler  had  not 
to  that  date  given  any  notice  to  the  Mexican  Government 
of  his  possessing  such  a  power.  With 


i,  therefore,  can  that  Government  noe 
the  negotiations*  being  carried  on  here. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  undersigned  considers  that  a  result 
cannot  be  expected  here  in  as  short  a  time  as  the  honorable 
J.  Forsyth  perhaps  supposes;  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  negotiation  may  yet  be  delayed  which  is  so  import- 
ant from  il*  very  nature,  and  which,  from  the  ulterior 
effects,  ahoutd  be  terminated  us  noon  an  possible.  For  Ibis 
delay  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment :  il  has  shown  the  most  lively  interest  in  a  prompt 
conclusion  of  the  affair,  considering  it  favorable  for  both 
republics,  and  likely  lo  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  liar 
mony  between  them;  and  the  undersigned  has  given  good 
reasons  for  the  prosecution  of  the  negotiation  immediately 
in  this  country,  conforming  with  the  instructions  received 
from  his  Government  on  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  renews  lo  ihe  honorable  J.  Forsyth, 
dtc.  J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

To  the  Hon.  Joax  Foxbttw, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  CaatiUo  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 


[Tr 


] 


Mexicax  Lroatiox, 

Philadelphia,  April  99,  1815. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mcxi  - 
cau  States,  complying  willingly  with  the  instructions  mi 
the  subject  received  from  his  Government,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  hoi 
of  these  United 


Secretary  o 
'ident  of  the 


Mexican  Stales,  being  anxious  that  the  meeting  of  the. 
commissioners  who  are  to  fix  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  two  republic*  should  take  place  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  authorization  for  such  negotiation  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Butler,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  Mexico  has  thought  proper  to  invest  the  Sec- 
retaries of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  with  full  power*  to  that  effect,  withdrawing 
from  the  undersigned  the  full  powers  and  instructions 

him  to  act  in  the  said  no - 


The 
Forsyth 
atioii 


las  Ihe  honor  to  renew  lo  Mr.  John 
ranees  of  his  very  distinguished  consider- 
J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Cuetillo. 
Dxr a rtmxiit  or  State, 

Washington,  May  II,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexi- 
can Stales,  dated  the  90th  ultimo,  announcing  the  with 
drawal  by  his  Government  of  the  power  with  which  hn 


bud  been  invested  to  negotiate  a  tecond  supplementary 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two  countries. 
This  announcement  of  course  renders  unnecessary  a  reply 

on  the  part  of  this  Department  to  Mr.  Castillo  s  note  of 
Ihe  19th  of  January  last. 

The  undersigned  haa  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo the  assurance.-*  of  hia  high  consideration. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lamias,  Ac. 

Mr.  Caalilla  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 
Mxxicax  Lkcatiox, 

Philadelphia,  June  2,  1835. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uoited  Mexi- 
in  fulfilment  of  an  order  of  hia  " 
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has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Mr.  Aabury  Dickins, 
Secretary  of  8uto  of  tho  United  State*  a,l  interim,  that 
the  necessary  fortualiues  having  been  entered  into  at  Mex- 
ico for  the  conclusion  of  the  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
of  limit*  lietween  the  two  republic*,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending the  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  two  nations  who  are  to  trace  the  boundary,  and  tho 
article  to  which  the  representatives,  duly  authorised,  of 
the  respecti re  parties,  again  agreed,  having  been  submitted 
to  the  General  Congress  of  those  States,  has  deserved  the 
approbation  of  that  hotly.  The  tenor  of  the  article  referred 
to  is  according;  to  the  copy  herewith  enclosed. 

Tho  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  of  trans- 
tJddiifli£^  i ^  tho  *L^c j^^it  lj i ion t  of  ^^tfttfiy  s^^r  tl^o  t  R  t ^ riiintioii 
of  the  President,  to  renew  to  Mr.  Dick  in*  the  assurances 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 

Hon.  Mr.  Asbubi  Dickihs,  Ac. 

[Translation.] 

A  treaty  having  been  concluded  and  signed  in  the  city 
ol  Mexico  on  the  12th  day  of  the  month  of  January,  1828, 
between  the  United  Mexican  States  and  the  United  States 
of  the  North,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  true  dividing 
line  and  the  limits  between  the  two  nations,  and  it  having 
been  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty  as  fol- 
lows :  •'  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  place  > 
the  land-marks  which  shall  designate  exactly  the  limit*  of  ' 
lioth  nations,  each  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  appoint 
a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet  before  the 
termination  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red  river,  and  proceed 
to  run  and  mark  the  said  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sa- 
bine to  the  Red  river,  and  from  the  Red  river  to  the  river 
Arkansas,  in  conformity  to  what  is  agreed  upon  and  slip 
ulated,  and  the  line  of  latitude  of  42°  to  the  South  Sea. 
They  shall  make  out  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their  pro- 
i  ccdinga;  and  the  reault  agreed  upon  by  them  shall  be 
considered  as  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.    The  two  Governments 
will  amicably  agree,  respecting  the  necessary  article*  to  be 
furnished  to  those  persona,  and  also  as  to  their  respective 
escorts,  should  such  be  deemed  necessary."    And  the  rat- 
ifications of  the  said  treaty  having  been  exchanged  in  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  6th  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  1832,  the  contracting  parties  hav- 
ing been  prevented  by  various  causes  from  complying  with 
the  stipulations  agreed  upon  in  the  said  third  article,  the 
time  within  which  it  was  to  be  executed  having  expired, 
and  both  republics  desiring  that  the  said  treaty  should  be 
complied  with  in  every  respect,  by  going  through  with  all 
the  necessary  forms,  the  President  of  the  United  Mexican 
States  haa  invested  with  full  powera  for  that  purpose,  Dou 
.lose  Maria  Gutierrez  tie  Estrada,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the 
Department  of  Interior  and  Foreign  Relations,  and  Don 
J  one  Mariano  Blanco,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  North,  the  honorable  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  charge  d' 
affaires  of  that  republic  in  Mexico;  and  the  pletiipotcntia- 
riea  referred  to,  after  having  exchuneed  their  full  powers, 
which  were  found  to  be  in  good  and  proper  form,  have 
agreed  and  do  agree  to  the  following  second  additional  ar- 
ticle. 

The  term  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  sur- 
veyors charged  by  the  Governments  of  Mexico  and  Wash- 
ington to  settle  with  more  precision  the  boundary  line,  and 
to  establish  I  and -marks  to  designate  with  greater  accuracy 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  nations,  and  which  was  pre" 
scribed  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  limit*,  conclu- 
ded and  formed  at  Mexico  on  the  17th  day  of  the  month 
of  January,  18*8,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  were  ex- 


changed in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  6th  day  of  the 
month  of  April,  1882,  shall  be  extended  to  the  period  of 
one  year,  to  he  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  present  additional  article.  The 
present  unco  ml  additional  article  .diall  have  the  same  force 
and  effect  a=;  if  it  had  been  inserted  word  for  word  in  the 
aforesaid  treaty  of  the  13th  of  January,  1828,  and  shall  be 
approved  and  ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  con- 
Dtiuiiioiis  of  the  respective  States. 

In  faith  of  which  the  said  plenipotentiaries  have  hereun- 
to *et  their  hands  and  affixed  their  res|>ective  seals. 

Done  at  Mexico  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  huudred  and  thirty-five,  the  fifteenth 
of  tho  independence  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  and  the 
fiflv  ninth  of  that  of  the  United  Statee  of  America. 

J.  M.  GUTIERREZ  DE  ESTRADA, 
A.  BUTLER, 

J08E  MARIANO  BLASCO. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Ctulilfo. 
Di part.mx vr  or  Stats, 
a      Wiuhingioih,  June  4,  183  V 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  8talc  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mex- 
ican Sutes,  dated  the  2d  instant,  stating  that  a  second  ad- 
ditional article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  had  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  negotiators  at  Mexico,  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Mexican  Congress,  and  that  be  enclosed  a  copy  nf  it  for 
the  information  of  the  President.  The  undersigned  has 
the  Ivenor  to  slate  that  the  transcript  referred  to  was  not 
received  with  Mr.  Castillo's  note,  it  having  doubtless  been 
left  out  by  accident.  A  copy  of  the  article  would  be  highly 
acceptable,  as  no  intelligence  has  yet  been  received  from 
Mr.  Butler  of  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  oiler  Mr.  Castillo 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKIXS. 

Senor  Don  J.  M.  db  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  dec- 


Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Diekim. 
,  [Translation.] 

MtXICAK  Leoatio*, 

Vkikdtlphia,  June  6,  1856. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  tho  United  Mexi- 
can States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  note  of  Mr.  Aabury  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  Statr 
of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  the  note  of  the  under- 
of  the  2d  instant ;  and  with  reference  thereto  has 
hat  although  the  copy  therein  referred  to  of  the 
additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two 
republics  did  not  accompany  that  communication,  as  it  was 
sent  separately  to  the  Department  of  State,  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed that  if  Mr.  Dickins  did  not  receive  it  in  doe  time, 
it  would  reach  him  shortly  afterwards,  still,  to  obviate  any 
accidental  miscarriage  to  which  that  paper  may  have  Seen 
subjected,  the  undersigned  hrrewilh  encloses  a  duplicate  of 
the  copy  adverted  to,  and  has  the  honor  at  the  same  tiuM 
to  renew  to  Mr.  Dickins  the  assurances  of  bis  very  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

J.  M.  DE  CASTILLO  V  LANZAS. 

Mr.  Castillo  to  Mr.  Forty th. 
[Translation.] 
Lxsatioh  or  Maxico, 

Phifadelphio,  July  10,  1836. 
Tho  undersigned,  charge  d'aflairea  of  the  United  States 
of  Mexico,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hon.  J.  Forsyte, 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  8tatea  of  America,  that 
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[25th  Co»».  1st  Bess. 


since  me  urspaicn  01  ins 
lie  has  received  another  communication  from  the  Govern- 
inent  of  Mexico  relative  to  the  same  affair,  vis :  the  second 
additional  articje  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  two 
republic*,  approved  by  tlie  Legislature  of  that  country,  and 
ratified  by  the  Executive.  In  that  communication  the 
said  Government,  desiring  that  this  important  business 
should  be  concluded  as  soon  as  possible,  has  appointed 
and  properly  authorized  the  undersigned  to  proceed  an 
plenipotentiary,  to  every  thing  which  rosy  be  requisite  for 
the  exchange  of  ratifications. 

In  virtue  of  this,  the  undersigned  hopes  that  Mr.  For- 
syth will  he  pleased  to  inform  him  whether  he  is  equally 
disposed  to  proceed  to  the  exchange  of  ratifications  referred 
to,  in  such  a  manner  that  all  whirh  is  necessary  may  be 
done  as  soon  as  the  Congress  of  this  Union  commences  its 

The  undersigned  avatla  himself,  Ac. 

J.  M.  CASTILLO  Y  LANZAS. 
To  the  H«m.  Johj»  Pumitii, 

Secretary  nf  State. 

Mr.  Fonyth  to  Mr.  CmstiHo. 

DsruaTttavr  or  8tatb, 

Washington,  July  2\,  1835. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  United  Stales, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
Mr.  Castillo,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican 
States,  dated  the  10th  instant,  stating  that  he  bad  been 
authorized  to  exchange  the  ratification  by  bis  Government 
of  the  second  additional  articlo  to  the  treaty  of  limits  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  us 
to  the  disposition  of  the  undersigned  to  proceed  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  United  State*. 

Mr.  Castillo  is  aware  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  8tates,  the  President  is  authorized  to  ratify  a  treaty, 
or  to  exchange  his  ratification  against  that  of  a  foreign 
Tower,  only  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
When,  therefore,  the  Senate  shall  have  given  its  advice 
and  eminent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second  additional  ar- 
ticle to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  State*  and 
the  United  Mexican  States,  Mr.  Castillo  will  be  duly  ap- 


Ttra  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  Mr.  Gas- 
tillo  renewed  nssumncrs  <>l  hi*  ih*tinguit>hed  consideration 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Sor.  Don  J.  M.  Castillo  t  Lanzas,  dec. 

Mr.  Forty th  to  Mr.  CaMiUo.— Extract. 

Dzpa»t*is!»t  or  Statk, 

Washington,  February  I,  tft'}6. 
•  •  •  • 

The  undersigned  has,  however,  further  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Castillo  that  the  Senate  has  advised  and  en  rented  to  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  for  a  second  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic,  concluded  at  Mexico  on  the  8d  of  April 
last.  The  convention  will  forthwith  be  ratified  by  the 
President,  and  tho  undersigned  will  be  ready  to  exchange 
the  ratifications  of  the  United  States  against  that  of  the 
Mexican  republic  whenever  Mr.  Castillo  presents  himself 
for  that  purpose  at  the  Department  of  Slate. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  opportunity  to  offer  Mr. 
Castillo  renewed  assurances  of  bis  great  consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Seitor  Don  J.  M.  ox  Castillo  t  Laxzas,  kc. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.  ] 

WAstiisoTow,  March  «8,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 


ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to  in- 
form the  honorable  John  Forayth,  Secretary  of  8tate  of 
the  United  States,  that  his  Govemmont  had  auto  remarked 
the  same  ambiguity  (rquivoracion')  which  Mr.  Forsyth  ob- 
served  in  the  terms  of  the  second  additional  article  of  the 
treaty  of  January  12,  1828,  in  both  languages,  as  Sr.  Cas- 
tillo, the  charge  d'affaires  of  Mexico  had  immediately  in- 
dicated ;  and  that  it  had,  in  consequence,  also  seen  the  ne- 
cessity of  rectifying  the  ambiguity,  in  order  that  the  stipu- 
lation in  question  might  answer  the  purpose  which  its  ne- 
gotiation must  have  proposed,  and  did,  indeed,  propose  in 
making  it. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  received  from  his  Govern- 
ment, before  he  left  Mexico,  instructions  and  the  proper 
authorities  fur  negotiating  and  confirming  any  species  of 
convention  which  might  render  clear  the  true  object  of  the 
said  additional  second  article  of  the  .'fel  of  April  last,  when- 
ever tho  American  Government  should  appoint  and  author- 
ize to  that  effect  another  plenipotentiary,  and  mean*  should 
tie  Tound  lo  give  to  the  convention  in  question  the  same 
force  and  value  which  the  additional  article  acquired  by 
the  exchange  nf  the  respective  ratifications,  and  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislatures  of  each  country,  which  were  ne- 
cessary before  tbat  could  be  effected. 

The  undersigned  is,  for  this  reason,  anxious  to  know  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  John  Forsyth  on  the  subject,  and 
is  ready  to  adopt  the  mode  which  he  may  consider  mo.-t 
likely  to  conduce  to  the  ends  proposed. 

But,  as  it  may  not  be  easy  to  find  another  mode  of  giv- 
ing to  the  convention  indicated  the  requisite  force  and  value 
than  by  submitting  it  to  the  same  legislative  sanction,  and 
as  it  would,  in  that  event,  be  preferable  to  leave  the  stipu- 
lation by  itself,  in  a  separate  instrument,  if  no  other  means 
can  be  found  to  shorten  the  negotiation,  the  undersigned 
has  the  satisfsclion  to  announce  to  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth  that  his  Government,  foreseeing  the  possibility  of 
such  a  state  of  things,  bad,  moreover,  conferred  upon  him 
full  sj>ccial  powers  to  sign  a  new  second  additional  article 
in  place  of  that  of  the  3d  of  April,  and  by  the  terms  of 
which  the  period  mentioned  in  the  third  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  limits,  for  the  meeting  of  commissioners  and  aurvey- 
ors  at  Natchitoches,  may  be  extended  another  year.  If 
this  should  be  agreed  on,  and  the  American  Senate,  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  scasion,  should  give  its  ad- 
vice and  consent  lo  the  ratification  of  tho  new  article  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  immediately,  the  under- 
signed promises  to  send  it  without  delay  to  Mexico,  by  one 
of  bis  secretaries,  in  order  that  the  Congress,  winch  will 
certainly  meet  there  forthwith,  as  a  constituent  body,  may 
sanction  it  accordingly. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  avails  himself  with 
pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  otter  to  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  these  United  States,  the  as- 
surances of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  i:.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State 

Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr.  Oorostisa. 
DnrABTME*T  oy  State,  April),  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gnrostiza,  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  ol  the  Mex- 
ican republir,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  proposing  a  new  ne- 
gotiation for  the  purpose  of  more  clearly  defining  the  ob- 
ject of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic  of  the  third  of  April  lur<t. 

The  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits,  al- 
though not  so  comprehensive  in  its  terms  a*  was  desirable, 
was  laid  Ufore  the  Semite  by  the  IVs'dent,  in  the  belief 
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that,  as  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  had  ceased  to  bo  of  any 

force  or  effect,  in  consequence  of  the  expiration  of  the  time 
within  which  its  stipulations  were  to  have  been  fully  fer- 
ried into  execution,  and  as  it  was  the  intention  of  both  par- 
ties to  provide,  by  the  second  additional  article  for  effecting 
the  nunc  object  as  was  provided  for  by  the  third  article,  the 
stipulation  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  and  sur- 
veyors to  run  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
countries,  should  be  construed  to  impose  the  obligation  on 
the  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  meet  within  the  lime 
prescribed  by  the  third  article.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
Senate  acted  under  the  same  belief  in  giving  its  advice  mid 
consent  to  the  ratification  of  the  second  additional  article. 

If  ibis  view  be  correct,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  mis- 
conception in  giving  fall  effect  to  the  intention  of  the  par- 
lies, it  will  be  sufficient  ^br  their  respective  agents,  et  the 
time  of  the  exchange^of  the  ratifications  of  the  second  ad- 
ditional article,  to  mark,  by  a  joint  explanatory  note,  the 
explicit  understanding  of  the  two  Governments.  Bhould 
Mr.  Uorostiaa  concur  in  this  opinion,  and  find  himself  au- 
thorized to  adopt  that  course,  the  undersigned  is  instructed 
to  agree  with  him  upon  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  reuew  to 
Mr.  UoroKiita  tbe  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Senor  Dou  M.  E.  »fc  GoaosTi**,. 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  d;c. 

Mr.  Gvrostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 

Washisotos,  April*,  1*36. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  received  the  note 
addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  instant,  by  the  honorable  John 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  thess  United  States,  and  has 
thereby  seen  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Forsyth  that,  in 
order  to  define  completely  the  true  object  of  the  second  ad- 
ditional article  of  the  3d  of  April,  1835,  it  will  be  sufficient 
that  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  on  exchanging  its  rat- 
ifications, should  at  tbe  same  time  exchange  a  declaration 
signed  by  themselves,  and  to  he  annexed  to  tbe  said  ad- 
ditional article,  in  which  is  to  be  explained  the  real  olject 
proposed  by  the  Governments,  when  they  agreed  in  con- 
sidering the  said  provision  necessary. 

The  undersigned  would  undoubtedly  have  preferred,  as 
being  the  simp  lest  mode,  that  another  second  additional 
article  should  be  drawn  up,  as  the  most  essential  part  of 
what  it  was  desired  to  stipulate  had  been  omitted  in  that  of 
the  3d  of  April,  and  in  order  that  the  most  important  pro- 
ceeding should  again  receive  the  sanrtion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  each  country.  And  if  it  should  not  appear  con- 
venient to  annul,  at  the  present  time*  a  convention  which 
had  already  been  considered  worthy  of  the  assent  of  the 
American  Senate,  the  undersigned  would  have  preferred, 
even  in  this  case,  to  negotiate  and  sign  an  additional  article 
to  tbe  treaty  of  1858  it»clf,  merely  stipulating  the  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  at  Natchitoches  within 
the  same  period  of  one  year.  This  latter  expedient  would, 
if  adopted,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  undersigned,  have  pre- 
vented any  difficulty  in  future,  especially  as  the  ratifications 
of  the  two  articles  might  in  all  probability  have  been  ex- 
changed in  Washington,  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same 
permits  in  less  than  four  months. 

This,  however,  does  not  prevent  the  undersigned  from 
being  ready,  as  he  indeed  is,  to  pursue  the  plan  indicated 
by  Mr.  Forsyth  in  his  said  note,  as  the  undersigned  cannot 
but  acknowledge  and  confess,  after  all,  that  a  declaration, 
signed  by  both  plenipotentiaries,  duly  authorized  to  tjiat  ef- 
fect, explaining  an  omission  observed  in  the  text  of  the 
principal  agreement,  intended  to  be  forever  annexed  to  that 
agreement,  to  be  exchanged  with  it  am!  printed  and  pub- 


lished with  it,  must  necessarily,  from  the  union  of  all  these 
cireumKl slices,  acquire  the  same  legal  force,  and  in  conse- 
quence partake  of  all  the  guaranties  of  that  agreement. 
Should  Mr.  Forsyth  coincide  with  this  view  of  the  cat*, 
the  undersigned  repeats  that  there  can  bt  no  impiopriety 
in  signing  such  a  declaration,  and  in  thus  concluding  (rt- 
dundtundo)  the  pending  negotiation. 

One  difficulty,  and  one  only  presents  itself,  which  at  lii*t 
sight  seems  to  bo  of  some  importance,  in  case  it  should  1* 
wished  to  follow  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the 
letter ;  it  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  in  neither  of 
the  powers  received  by  the  undersigned  from  his  Govern- 
ment, (of  which  copies  arc  herewith  sent,)  is  any  explicit 
faculty  conferred  upon  him  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  3d  of  April,  doubtlo* 
because  it  was  not  supposed  at  Mexico  that  there  would  be 
any  need  of  such  authorization,  after  the  defects  of  the  ar- 
ticle had  been  observed.  Hence  it  may  be  necessary  to 
adopt  some  other  means;  for  instance,  that  the  exchange  of 
the  second  additional  article  should  be  made  by  Mr.  Castil- 
lo, who  has  a  former  full  power  to  that  effect,  and  that  tbe 
undersigned  should  afterwards  exchange  the  declaration. 
The  undersigned  however  conceives  that,  being  authorised 
by  his  general  powers  "to  promote  by  every  legal  means 
the  settlement  (jarrrglo\  of  the  affairs  which  occasioned  lu. 
extraordinary  mission,  he  is  also  authorized  to  exchange 
tbe  said  ratifications,  inasmuch  as  the  settlement  and  ter- 
mination of  this  affair  is  one  of  tbe  ex  peers  and  determined 
objects  of  his  said  mission. 

Tbe  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will 
coincide  with  him  in  his  views,  and  hopes  that  they  may 
both  proceed  to  draw  up  and  sign  the  declaration  in  ques- 
tion, at  any  day  and  hour  which  Mr.  Forsyth  may  desig- 
nate. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  lo  renew  to  Mr.  Forsyth 
the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideratioii. 

M.  B.  DB  GOR08TIZA. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Fobsttm, 

Snrttary  of  Stale  of  the  United  Stolen. 

Copy  of  the  general  poteen  *f  Seiior  Goroetiza. 
[Translation.] 

Miguel  Itarragan,  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican 
greeting: 

Considering  n  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  nation  to 
accredit  near  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica a  diplomatic  agent  of  a  rank  higher  than  that  held  by 
tbe  one  now  in  Washington,  and  it  being  important  to 
choose  for  that  purpose  one  who  should  combine  islenu, 
patriotism,  honesty,  and  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  tbe  re- 
public ;  therefore,  having  found  in  Don  Manual  Eduardo 
de  Gorosliza  oil  those  admirable  qualities,  I  have  thought 
proper,  in  die  exercise  of  my  powers,  and  having  received 
the  assent  of  the  General  Congress,  lo  appoint  him  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  near  the  said 
Government,  giving  and  conferring  upon  him,  to  that  effect, 
full  powers  to  promote,  by  every  legal  means,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  affairs  which  occasioned  his  extraordinary  mis- 
sion.   I,  therefore,  request  and  recommend  his  excellency 
tbe  President  of  the  United  8tates  of  America  to  receive 
and  admit  the  said  Don  Manuel  Eduardo  de  Gorostui  as 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mexi- 
co, giving  entire  faith  to  all  which  he  may  advance,  grant- 
ing him  Ibe  requisite  assistance,  and  disposing  that  he  be 
acknowledged  in  his  quality,  I  on  my  part  oli'eniig  to  re- 
ciprocate. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  Mexico,  signed  by  my  hand,  au- 
thenticated by  the  national  aeal,  and  coontemgned  by  tbe 
chief  officer  charged  with  tbe  Department  of  Internal  and 

Foreign  Relations,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
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January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-vis,  tb*  sixteenth 
of  the  independence  or' the  republic, 
[i.  *.)      M.  BARRACAN. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TBRI0. 
A  true  copy.  Wellington,  April  4,  1836. 

JUAN  E.  OAMBOA. 


[Translation.  ] 

Miguel  Barragan,  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican 
Republic.  To  all  to  v.  bom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting: 

Aa  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  conclude  a  new  sec- 
ond article,  additional  to  the  third  of  the  treaty  of  limits  of 
1832,  between  this  republic  and  the  United  States  of 
A  iiwrica,  in  case  that  which  was  signed  in  this  capital  on 
the  3d  of  April  of  last  year  should  not  be  considered  suf- 
ficient, and  aa  it  is  desirable  to  remove  every  obstacle  which 
might  retard  the  demarcation  ol  the  diving  line  between  the 
two  nations,  t  have  thought  proper  to  confer,  and  by  these 
presents  I  tlo  confer,  full  powers  upon  D<>n  Manuel  EJuar- 
do  de  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  from  this  republic 
near  the  Government  of  Washington,  to  agree  with  that 
Government,  in  all  due  form,  upon  a  new  period  for  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  of  the  two 
countries  at  Natchitoches,  in  order  to  fix  the  limits  of  the 
■amp,  inasmuch  as  the  time  fixed  by  the  said  third  article 
of  tho  treaty  of  limits  of  1882  for  the  said  meeting  has  ex 
pired. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  is- 
sued, signed  by  my  hand,  authenticated  by  the  national 
seal,  snd  countersigned  by  the  first  chief  officer  charged 
with  the  Department  of  Intrrnal  and  Foreign  Relution*,  on 
the  twenty -sixth  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year 
*ight.cH  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the  sixteenth  of  the  inde- 
pendence »f  the  republic. 

M.  BARRAGAN. 

JOSE  MA.  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
Washington,  April  4,  1886.  A  true  copy. 

JUAN  E.  OAMBOA, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 

Mr.  Furtyth  to  Mr.  Gorottiza. 

DxrABTNXHT  of  Statx, 

Wu.thtngtun,  April  13,  1636. 
The  undersigned,  8<»cretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
lias  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  ley  before  the  President 
the  note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Mexico,  dated  the  4th,  in  reply  to  the 
communication  of  the  undersigned  of  the  let  instant. 

The  undersigned  his  been  instructed  to  stale,  ifl  answer, 
that  the  plenary  powers  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  copies  of  which 
accompanied  his  note,  arc  not  considered  sufficient  to  au- 
thorise htm  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Mexican  republic  in 
exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  3d  of 
April,  1836.  It  is  therefore  expected  that  Mr.  Gorostiza 
will  invite  Mr.  Castillo  to  this  dty  for  that  purpose,  for 
which  he  has  been  specially  empowered.  Mr.  Gnrostizs's 
powers,  however,  are  considered  sufficient  to  authorise  him. 
to  join  the  undersigned  in  the  explanatory  note  suggested 
in  his  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  it  will  be 
agTeeable  for  the  undersigned  to  meet  Mr.  Gorostiza.  at  the 
office  of  this  Department  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  when 
the  necesssry  arrangements  may  he^made. 

Perhaps  it  is  proper  for  the  undersigned  to  add,  that  if 
the  declaration  were  to  be  cumulative  as  well  as  explana- 
tory, it  might  be  essential  to  promulgate  it  In  the  same 
I  the  convention  to  which  it  relates.  But,  as  the 
:t  of  the  joint  note  is  merely  to 


tho  second  additional  article,  any  publication  is  unnecessa- 
ry ;  it  being  sufficient  that  the  joint  note  should  remain  in 
the  archives  of  the  two  Governments. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the 
to  Mr.  Gorostiaa  the  assu ranees  of  his 


JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Ex.  Sor.  Dun  M.  E.  ss  Goiiostix*,  cVc. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Fortytk. 
[Translation.  ] 

Manuel  E.  de  Gorostiza  has  the  honor  to  present  his  re- 
spects to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  and  to  inform  him  at 
the  said  time,  thst  M.  Csstillo  has  this  day  arrived  at  this 
capital,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  ratifications  of 
the  second  additional  article  of  the  treaty  of  limits,  con- 
formably with  what  has  been  lately  agreed  on  between  Mr. 
Forsyth  and  M.  E.  de  Goiostixa.* 

M.  E.  de  Gorostixa  likewise  request*  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
have  the  kindness  to  name  a  day  for  the  said  exchange,  as 
well  as  for  the  declaration  which  is  previously  to  explain 
the  true  object  and  meaning  of  the  article  in  question. 

Wabbihotoh,  April  18,  1836. 

Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr.  Gormtiza. 

Dbpabtmxst  of  Statk,  April  18,  1836. 
Mr.  Forsyth  presents  his  compliments  lo  Mr.  Gorostixa, 
and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him,  in  answer  to  his  note 
of  this  date,  that  on  Wednesday  next,  at  two  o'clock,  he 
will  be  happy  to  see  Mr.  Gorostixa  and  Mr.  Castillo  at  the 
office  of  this  Department,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
declaration  and  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  conven- 
tion for  a  second  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  limits. 


MCI.lS  ATIOX. 

The  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  con- 
cluded on  the  3d  of  April,  1835,  for  a  second  additional 
article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mexican  States,  being  this  day  to 
be  made  by  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  J.  M.  de  Castillo  y  Lanzas,  charge  d'affaires 
of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United  States,  and  Don  Msn- 
uel  Eduardo  de  Gorostixa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  the  United 
States,  having  full  power  from  his  Government  to  negotiate 
any  addition  that  might  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  into 
full  effect  the  intention  of  the  parties,  if  the  terms  of  the  naid 
second  additional  article  were  not  sufficiently  comprehensive 
and  explicit,  on  a  full,  official,  and  unreserved  conference 
between  the  said  Secretary  of  State  and  the  said  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiaty,  it  has  been  found 
that  both  Governments  coincide  in  putting  the  same  con- 
struction on  the  said  second  additional  article,  giving  to  it  all 
the  force  and  effect  of  the  third  article  of  the  said  treaty  of 
limits,  and  that,  therefore,  no  addition  is  necessary.  Never- 
theless, as  the  said  second  additional  article  is  not  clearly 
expressed,  although  the  intention  is  not  doubtful,  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  misconception  in  giving  full  effect  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  it  is  thought  expedient  that  the  said 
Secretary  of  8tate  and  the  said  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  should  declare,  and  they  do  declare 
in  behalf  of  their  respective  Governments,  that  the  stipu- 
lations in  the  said  second  additional  article,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries,  is  expressly  un- 
derstood, and  is  to  be  construed,  to  impose  the  obligation 
on  the  commissioners  and  surveyors  to  meet  within  the 
time,  and  at  the  place,  pre«cribed  by  the  said  third  i 
of  the  treaty  of  limits,  namely,  at  Natchitoches,  and  y 
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one  year  from  this  date,  and  to  proceed  to 
effect  the  stipulations  of  the  eaid  third  article. 

in  iciiimony  wucreor,  mi*  inMrumcni  is  executed  in 
duplicate,  and  is  mutually  delivered  prior  to  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  for  a  aecond  additional 
article  to  the  tr< 


eigt   - 1  ■  i '  i    •  ■  .  < 

JOHN  FOR8YTH, 

See.  of  State  U.  S.  A. 
MA.  E.  DE  00K08TIZA 


day  of  April,  one 

[t.  ..] 

[t.  «.] 


TOBACCO  TRADE. 

Message  from  Ike  Prem'dent  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  19th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade. 
October  3,  1837,  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  containing  the  information  requested 
by  their  resolution  of  the  19th  instant,  together  with  the 
documenta  by  which  the  report  waa  accompanied. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
Wamiihotos,  September  30,  1837. 


to  Mr. 


No.  4.  Mr. 
June,  1887. 

No.  5.  Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  6th 
August,  1837. 

Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth.— Extracts. 

BlBUV,  April  30,  1897. 
Si  a  :  [  had  the  honor  thia  day  to  receive  your  despatch 
No.  11,  under  date  of  the  S6ih  of  March. 

Your  previous  despatches  to  No.  10,  inclusive,  heva 
also  been  duly  received. 

With  the  despatch  No  1 1  were  received — 


Dlpi mtmx y  r  or  8tatic, 

Washington,  Sept.  »»,  1837. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  • 

The  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th  inatant, 
the  Preaitlent  to  communicate  to  that  House 


of  the  laat  Congress  in  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  countries;  also,  such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  have  received  from  our  ministers  or  other 
agents  abroad  in  relation  to  the  same,  has  the  honor  to  re- 
port that,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress,  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  diplomatic  representatives 
of  this  country  at  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Russia,  Prussia,  8weden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Bel- 
gium, directing  them  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  re- 
spective Governments  to  which  they  are  accredited  the  ab- 
olition or  modification  of  the  existing  duties  and  restrictions 
upon  tobacco  imported  from  the  United  8tates;  and  that 
special  agent*  have  been  appointed  to  collect  information 
reapecting  the  importation,  the  cultivation,  the  manufac- 
ture, and  consumption  ot  tobacco  in  the  varioaa  states  of 
Germany,  to  which  the  United  States  have  not  accredited 
representatives,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  negotiations  for 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  tobatyo  trade  with 
those  countries.    A  copy  of  the  despatches  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  received  upon  this  subject, 
is  herewith  communicated. 

The  apecial  agents  have  proceeded  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties,  but  no  report  has,  as  yet,  been  received  from 
either  of  them. 

All  which  Is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 


6.  Printed  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
of  Representatives  on  the  duties  and  restrietk 
by  foreign  Governments  on  American  tobacco. 

On  this  last  subject,  I  have  already  anticipated  your 
instructions  as  to  collecting  information  respecting  the  to- 
bacco trade  of  Gennany,  by  correspondence  with  our  dif- 
ferent consuls,  and  by  inquiries  made  in  the  journeys  per- 
formed by  me  through  the  different  states  asaociated  in  the 
commercial  onion,  during  the  summers  of  1836  and  1836. 
I  shall  continue  these  researches  with  the  same  view,  and 
ahall  be  ready  to  execute  your  further 
important  subject  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WHEATON. 


No.  1.  Mr. 
April,  1837. 

No.  3.  Mr. 
July,  1837. 

No.  3.  Mr 
July,  1837. 


List  of  accompanying  papers. 
Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (extract,)  30lh 

Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (copy,)  »oih 

to  Mr.  Foreyth,  (extract,) 


Mr.  Wheaton  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Aix  la  On*  i  >  i  i.r,  July  30,  1837. 
Sia .  My  letters  of  credence  as  envoy  to  the  King  of 
Prussia  having  reached  me  after  the  decease  of  the  late 
iter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Mr.  Ancillon,  I  could  not, 
to  the  etiquette  observed  at  this  Court,  be  pre- 
to  his  Majesty  until  the  appointment  of  a  new  minis- 
ter.   The  Baron  de  Werther,  Prussian  envoy  at  Paris,  was 
at  last  named  to  succeed  the  last  minister,  but  did  not  ar- 
rive at  Berlin  until  the  10th  of  June,  nor  did  be  take  on 
himself  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  department  until 
a  fortnight  after  hia  arrival.    After  he  had  assumed  the 
direction,  Mr.  de  Werther  intimated  to  roe  that,  as  the 
King  was  then  occupied  with  the  preparations  for  bis 
journey  to  Joeplitz,  where  his  Majeaty  lakes  the  baths  an- 
nually at  thia  season,  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  re- 
ceive me  after  hia  return  to  the  capital  in  Auguat. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  especially  as  Mr.  de 
Werther  was  to  accompany  the  King  lo  Joeplitz,  I  thought 
I  could  not  better  employ  the  interval  than  by  making  a 
journey  Kfthe  Bruesian,  Westphalian,  and  Rhine  provinces 

lion  of  the  tobacco  duties^to  which  my  attention  had'been 
specially  directed  by  your  last  despatch,)  and  the  natural 
and  artificial  communication*  by  which  the  states  of  Gar- 
many  associated  in  the  commercisl  union  are 
with  the  North  sea,  and  channels  are  opened  for  our  i 


ports  of  ] 
tinent. 

With  this  view  I  proceeded  from  Beilin,  (leaving  Mr. 
Fay  in  charge  of  the  current  affairs  of  the  legation.) 
through  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  which  I  had  not 
before  explored,  crossing  the  Elbe  at  Magdeburg,  to  Css- 
ae|,  the  capital  of  electoral  Hesse.  In  passing  tbrongb  the 
province  of  Brandenburg,  and  a  part  of  the  province  of 
8axony,  (dismembered  from  royal  Saxony  in  lb  16,)  I 
found  the  native  tobacco  very  extenaivelj/  cultivated.  The 
quantity  of  land  planted  with  tobacco-  in  the  province  of 
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..................  ^t  in  1827,  was  computed  at  16,966  morgen, 

the  whole  produce  of  which  ww  61,220  centner.  In 
1834,  the  land  planted  with  tobacco  in  that  province  had 
increased  to  21,000  morgen.  The  entire  production  of 
the  provinces  of  Brandenburg  and  Pomorauia  amounted, 
ten  year*  ago,  to  173,045  centner,  being  two  third*  of  the 
tobacco  produced  io  all  the  Prussian  dominions.  It  has 
probably  increased  very  considerably  since,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  tobacco. 

The  discriminating  duty  on  foreign  manufactured  to- 
bacco encourages  the  home  fabrication,  which  has  been 
very  considerably  increased  since  it  ceased  to  be  a  stale 
monopoly,  which  was  abolished  by  the  law  of  1828. 

The  duly  on  all  foreign  tobacco  encourages  the  cultiva- 
tion of  nativo  tobacco  in  Prussia,  and  the  other  countries 
of  Germany  associated  with  her  in  the  commercial  union. 
But  the  native  tobacco  does  not  escape  taxation.  It  is 
subjected  to  an  excise  duty,  which  is  assessed  and  collected 
per  morgen,  varying  in  the  rate  according  to  the  estimated 
quality  of  the  land. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  commercial  union, 
there  waa  no  excise  on  native  tobacco  in  Hesse  Caa- 
sel,  Bavaria,  and  Wcrtomberg.  For  some  lime  after  the 
union,  native  tobacco,  imported  from  those  states  into  others 
of  the  union,  was  subject  to  a  duty  of  two-third*  of  a  tha- 
ler per  centner,-  but  now  the  system  is  rendered  uniform. 
The  planter  must  make  a  declaration  before  the  let  July, 
annually,  staling  the  situation  and  size  of  the  field  ha  in- 
tends to  plant,  which  is  then  inspected  — '   J  --- 

ing  to  its  fertility  and  estimated  product 
The  first  class  pays  5£  thaiers  per  morgen. 
The  second  class  pays  4  4—12  thaiers  per  i. 
The  third  class  pays  3|  thilors  per  morgen. 
The  fourth  class  pays  2|  thaiers  per  morgen. 
I  have  already  sufficiently  explained  in  my  former  com- 
munications to  the  Department  how  the  nominal  duty  on 
foreign  raw  tobacco  of  five  and  a  half  thaiers  per  centner 
is  augmented  in  effect,  so  as  to  amount  from  forty-six  to 
ninety -«ix  per  centum  on  the  original  value,  (i.  e.  cost,) 
according  to  the  different  qualities  -of  the  commodity.  On 
ftemt  it  amounts  to  much  more.    I  have  also  stated  how 
the  duty  operates  unfavorably  on  North  American  tobacco, 
for  want  of  a  discrimination  between  it  and  West  Indian 
tobacco,  which  costs  four  or  five  times  mora. 

The  proportion  of  North  American  tobacco  which  is 
mtxed  in  Prussia  with  the  miserable  inland  weed  is  about 
one  fifth.    In  other  ports,  where  less  native  tobacco  is  j 
grown,  the  proportion  must  be  greater,  perhaps  one-fourth  \ 
We  have,  therefore,  certainly  reason  to  complain  of  the  ' 
duty  imposed  on  our  tobacco  in  Germany 

Upon  consulting  our  consuls,  and  other  well-informed  ' 
persons  engaged  in  trade,  I  find  some  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  utility  and  practicability  of  obtaining  a  reduction 
of  this  duty,  at  least  without  offering  some  equivalent  re- 
duction nf  duties  on  German  commodities  imported  into 
the  United  States. 

The  majority  of  practical  men  to  whom  I  have  address- 
ed questions  on  this  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  first 
.coot  of  North  American  tobacco  is  so  low  that  the  con- 
sumption would  not  be  materially  increased  by  any  redox 
tion  of  duty  to  which  the  Prussisn  Government  would 
probably  consent ;  and  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  any 
such  reduction  must  bo  very  much  enhanced  by  the  fact 
of  ihe  tariff"  of  duties  for  the  commercial  union  having  un- 
dergone revision  so  recently  aa  daring  the  lest  year.  They 
suppose  that  Prussia,  having  encountered  so  much  opposi- 
tion in  securing  an  arrangement  of  the  duties  favorable  to 
the  encouragement  of  her  own  domestic  industry,  would 
not  readily  yield  any  protective  duty  in  favor  of  her  own 
produce.  It  is  acknowledged  that  the  other  members  ot 
the  union  might  be  more  easily  induced  to  consent  to  a 
in  which  thry  have  a  less  financial  interest;  but 
Vot.  XIV. — A  20 


inasmuch  as  the  present  tariff  was  settled  by  the  Congress 
held  last  year  at  Munich  for  the  period  of  three  vears,  in- 
cluding 1837,  1838,  1839,  it  would  be  difficult  'to  obtain 
the  consent  of  all  the  associated  stales  to  disturb  that  settle- 
ment, unless  as  the  result  of  a  negotiation  stipulating  ade- 
quate equivalents.  In  Prussia  the  revenue  is  so  nicely 
adjusted  to  the  expenditure,  that  tho  bare  possibility  of  lots 
on  a  reduction  in  any  branch  would  be  an  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacle  to  any  change,  especially  as  she  baa 
already  been  a  very  considerable,  loser  in  the  receipts  from 
the  customs,  whilst  all  the  other  states  o(  the  union  have 
gained  in  the  pro  rata  distribution  of  the  nett  revenues,  the 
expenses  of  collection  being  greatly  diminished  by  the  abo- 
lition of  all  the  intermediate  custom-house  barriers. 

It  is  also  urged  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  l^aa> 
bacco  produced  in  the  United  States  is  actually  consumes 
in  the  slates  of  Germany  included  in  the  commercial  union, 
which  also  sffords  great  facility  for  the  transit  trade  in  that 
article  for  the  supply  of  the  Austrian  dominions  and  other 
countries  to  the  east. 

It  is  added  that  the  duly  imposed  by  the  Prussian  tariff 
on  tobacco  is  vastly  less  than  that  imposed  on  the  some  ar- 
ticle in  Great  Britain,  France,  ami  Austria,  in  all  which 
countries  it  is  a  principal  object  of  revenue,  and  in  the  two 
last  a  Government  monopoly. 

'These  considerations  certainly  present  serious  obstacles 
to  the  proposed  negotiation,  but  not  such  as  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  abandon  the  attempt,  or  perhaps  to  despair  of 


HENRY  WHEATON. 

The  StciiiTAni  or  State. 

Mr.  Davesac  to  Mr.  Forsyth — Extract. 

Lkoatiox  ep  thk  U.  S.  A.  to  the  Netherlands, 
The  Hague,  July  26,  1887. 
Sra  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of 
June  5th  last,  together  with  the  report  of  a  select  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Representative.*,  in  relation  to  the  high 
foreign  duties  imposed  on  tobacco,  the  produce  of  the 
United  States.  I  will  hasten,  aa  directed,  to  obtain  and  to 
transmit  to  the  Department  all  the  information  on  the  sub- 
ject which  I  may  think  of  interest  to  the  Government.  If 
I  discover,  either  in  the  tariff  or  customs  regulations  of  this 
kingdom,  any  enactment  bearing  on  our  tobacco  trade  mono 
heavily  than  on  that  of  other  nations,  or  in  any  nay  practi- 
cally injurious  to  our  citixens,  you  may  be  assured  that  I 
will,  w i tli out  further  instruction,  use  my  best  efforts  to  pro- 
cure their  modification. 

AUGUSTE  DAVEZAC. 

Jowt  FonsTTH,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  State-nf tl«  V.  S.  of  America. 

No.  30. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  F orsyt h . — Exhtict . 

I.eoatiox  or  tor  Umtku  Statks, 

lMmltm,  June  29,  1837. 
Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatch  41  number  20,"  under  dale  of  the  1 1  th  May,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  upon  the  subject  of  our  tobacco  trade  with 
foreign  nations.  I  will  avail  myself  of  every  favorable  op- 
portunity of  fulfilling  the  wisbes  of  the  President,  and 
pressing  the  subject  on  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of 
the  British  Government.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  state 
that,  before  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  hod  an- 
ticipated the  measures  taken  in  Congress,  and  moved  in  the 
business. 

Knowing  the  value  and  importance  of  this  trade  to  al- 
most all  classes  of  our  citizens,  I  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
by  the  application  of  the  merchants  and 
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Exploring  Squadron. 


i  of  Liverpool,  and  other  large  towns  in  Eng- 
Uml,  for  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  to  aeconJ  theae  efforts, 
and  urge  upon  the  ministry  the  impolicy  of  the  existing 
system  upon  the  interests  as  well  of  Oreat  Britain  an  of  the 
United 


As  I  wa»  not  authorized  to  disc  una,  officially,  the  subject, 
I  contented  myself  with  such  unofficial  reprepreecntaiions 
as  I  felt  justified  in  making,  and  which  I  thought  calculated 
to  do  good.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  nothing  was 
done. 

In  several  interviews  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  I  found 
they  were  unwilling  to  propose,  any  change  to  Parliament, 
at  least  for  the  present  year.  Whatever  their  opinions 
were  as  to  the  beneficial  effect*  that  wero  likely  to  result 
from  a  reduction  of  the  present  high  duty,  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  they  wero  not  willing  to  hazard  the  loss  to  the 
revenue  of  a  million,  the  first  year,  for  the  supposed  future 
benefit  which  had  been  relied  on  to  justify  the  change. 

Nothing  will  be  done  until  the  new  Parliament  assembles 
in  the  fall,  when  the  subject  will,  no  doubt,  agsin  be  brought 
forward  by  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  preised 
upon  the  Government. 

f  shall  in  the  mean  time  not  relax  my  efforts;  and  If  I 
find  it  expedient,  I  will,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  pre-  I 
sent  to  Lord  Palmerston  au  official  communication  on  the 
subject,  so  as  to  enable  the  ministry,  if  they  are  disposed 
to  make  any  recommendation  to  Parliament,  to  do  it  early  in 
the  session,  and,  at  the  same  time,  plsce  them  in  possession 
of  the  views  and  wishes  of  our  Government  on  the  subject 


I  have  no  reason,  however,  to  flatter  myself  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  result  will  be  favorable,  at  least  for  the 
present, 


I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  8TEVEN80N. 

John  Fobsttr,  Esq., 


Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Forty th.— Extract. 

Paris,  August  5,  1837. 
A  favorable  opportunity  presenting  itself  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  for  introducing  the  subject  of  your  despatch 
No.  1 1, 1  intimated  to  him  the  wishes  of  the  United  States, 
and  expreaaed  a  confident  hope  that  the  liberal  spirit  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  a  sense  of  the  mutual  interests 
of  the  United  States  and  France,  would  lead  to  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  system  under  which  tobacco  was  admitted 
into  this  country.  While  he  did  not  defend  the  Kegte  on 
the  score  of  advantage,  and  admitted  expressly  that  he  was 
personally  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  commerce,  he  did  not 
give  me  reason  to  think  thai  any  unification  of  the  French 


I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  AADER90N. 


SOUTH  8EA  EXPLORING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Haute  of 
Repretfntativesofthe^Athh 


i,  in  relation  to  the  de 
tcntion  of  the  sailing  of  the  exploring  squadron,  4r. 
October  13,  1837.    Read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Natt  Dbpartmest,  October  12,  1837. 
8ib:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative* of  the  4th  instant,  directing  this  Department  to 
communicate  the  cause  of  the  detention  in  the  sailing  of 
the  exploring  squadron,  together  with  the  correspondence 
between  this  Department  and  the  commander  and  other 
officers  or  persona  who  are  now  or  have  been  at  any  time 
attached  to  that  service ;  and,  also,  to  report  what  amount 


of  the  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  that  [ 
been  expended,  and  whether  an  additional  sum  will  not  be 
required,  in  a  short  perioJ,  to  carry  on  the  expedition,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  cause  of  the  detention  of 
the  sailing  of  the  South  Sea  exploring  squadron  will  ap- 
pear by  the  measures  which  have  necessarily  been  adopted 
for  fitting  out  the  squadron,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  of  the  6th  of  September,  1836, 
and  the  correspondence  therein  referred  to,  and  the  letter 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  9th  instant ;  copies  of  which 
are  hereunto  annexed. 

In  my  annual  report  of  the  3d  of  December  last,  f  stated 
the  measures  thst  bad  been  then  adopted  for  fitting  out  tha 
squadron,  and  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  seamen  for  this 
service,  when  it  was  necessary  to  recruit  seamen  for  the 
Pacific,  the  Brazilian,  and  West  India  stations. 

On  the  6th  of  February  last,  I  made  a  report  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  informa- 
tion required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  3d  of  that  month,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
which  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  exploring  expe- 
dition authorized  by  Congress.  This  report  was  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  among  their  print- 
ed documents  of  the  last  session,  No.  138.  Commander 
Tattnall,  on  his  return  from  a  cruise  to  the  coast  of  Mexi- 
co, in  the  Pioneer,  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  exploring  squad- 
ron, reported  so  unfavorably  of  ber  Bailing,  that  it  was 
dremcd  proper  to  examine  into  her  condition,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  bark  (Jonsort  and  schooner  Pilot;  which  three 
vessels  had  been  built  expressly  for  this  expedition,  and 
the  two  latter  of  which  had  been  considered  as  inferior  to 
the  former  in  point  of  tailing. 

Commodore  Jones  was  instructed  to  make  an  experi- 
mental cruise  with  these  three  vessels,  which  he  did  ;  and 
on  his  return,  reported  favorably  of  their  aailing,  but  re- 
commended that  they  should  be  put  into  dry  dock  for  the 
purpose  of  examination,  and  for  such  alterations  as  a  board 
of  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  should  recommend. 
Several  alterations  were  recommended,  and  adopted  with- 
out unnecessary  delay. 

Notwithstanding  the  alterations  made  in  the  schooner 
Pilot,  there  was  a  want  of  confidence  in  her  sailing ;  and  as 
Commodore  Jones  waa  desirous  of  having  a  swift-sailing 
schooner  for  this  service,  he  waa  authorized  to  purchase 
such  a  one,  ahould  be  deem  it  expedient,  to  be  substituted 
for  the  Pilot.  He  purchased  such  a  schooner,  which  he 
thinks  well  calculated  for  the  service,  and  which  is  now  in 
New  York,  undergoing  some  necessary  adorations,  which 
can  soon  be  completed. 

On  the  1st  of  August  last,  Commodore  Jones  requested 
that  the  cooking-galleys,  made  upon  a  new  plan,  for  burn- 
ing anthracite  coal,  with  which  hia  vessels  bad  been  fur- 
nished, might  be  replaced  by  others,  such  as  had  heretofore 
been  used  in  the  navy.  The  new  galleys  have  been  con- 
atructed  with  all  possible  despatch  at  the  navy  yard  at  this 
place :  the  last  of  which  was  sent  to  Norfolk  on  the  6th  in- 
stant, so  that  it  is  probable  they  could  all  be  on  board  the 
proper  vessels  by  the  8ih ;  on  which  day  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Commodore  Jones  to  sail  wilh  bis  squadron  for 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his  stores,  re- 
ceiving the  scientific  corps  of  the  expedition,  with  their  in- 
struments and  books,  and  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  mrans 
for  heating  the  vessels  when  in  cold  latitudes:  oil  which, 
it  is  believed,  can  be  accomplished  in  about  three  weeks. 
When  the  board  of  officers  (Commodores  Chauncey, 
Morris,  Warrington,  Patterson,  and  Wadsworth)  wars 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  barks  Pie- 
near  and  Consort  and  the  schooner  Pilot,  and  their  fitness 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expedition, 
they  were  also  instructed  to  inquire  whether  this  expedition 
might  not  be  reduced  in  its  amount  of  vessels  and  ■ 
advantage  to  the  country,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  i 
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com*  of  the  expedition.  A  copy  of  the  letter  of  instruction* 
to  the  commissioners,  and  their  report  of  the  13th  of  July, 
1837,  are  hereunto  annexed. 

In  addition  to  the  sum  of  $160,000,  appropriated  by  the 
law  authorizing  tho  expedition,  the  further  sum  of  $  150,000, 
transferred  from  other  appropriations,  by  authority  of  the 
saino  law,  to  fitting  out  this  expedition,  the  sum  of 
$  316,431  was  embraced  in  tho  estimates  for  the  year  1837, 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  expedition  for  one 
year.  From  the  special  appropriation  and  transfer  above 
stated,  amounting  to  3300,000,  there  has  l>ecn  paid  the 
expense  of  building  and  equipping  the  Pioneer,  Consort, 
and  Pilot,  and  the  completion  of  the  store-ship  Relief,  for 
this  service,  as  also  the  cost  of  the  schooner  Active,  pur- 
chased by  Commodore  Junes  as  a  substitute  for  the  Pilot, 
and  the  instruments  and  books  which  have  been  already 
collect*].  About  $25,000  from  the  special  appropriation 
was  paid  for  provisions,  and  about  $24,000  has  bceu  paid 
or  allotted  for  the  purchase  of  other  articles  wanted  for  the  I 
expedition.  Tho  remainder  of  the  provisions  and  the  or-  1 
dinary  supplies  of  sea-stores,  pay,  and  other  expenses,  have 
been  taken  from  the  general  appropriations  for  the  navy. 
The  estimates  for  this  special  service  having  been  incorpo- 
atcd  into  tho  general  appropriations  for  tho  navy,  no  special 
returns  have  been  received  of  the  current  expense*  under 
the  heads  embraced  in  the  appropriation.  It  is  presumed 
that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  amount  estimated  for  tho  year 
has  been  expended  since  its  commencement.  This  propor- 
tion would  give,  up  to  tho  1st  instant,  $259,834  25, 
which,  added  to  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  to 
this  date,  $293,342  30,  fcives  a  total  of  $553,166  65,  as 
the  expense  of  the  expedition  to  the 


ing  to  the  latest  returns  received. 

No  further  appropriation*  will  l>e  wanted  for  the  present 
year  for  the  expedition-  But  appropriations  to  the  amount 
of  $346,431  a  year  will  be  wanted  for  ib«  expedition  while 
it  wilfbe  absent  from  the  United  States;  and  it  is  expected 
to  be  absent  three  year*. 

A  statement  of  the  money*  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  .Slates  for  the  expedition,  madejiy  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  amounting,  on  the  9th  hiBtant,  to  $278,312  30, 
to  which  is  to  be  added  $15,000  siucc  drawn,  making  the 
total  of  $293,342  30,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  complement  of  officer*  for  tho  expedition  is  not  yet 
complete.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  will  bo  before 
the  vc^eli  can  be  fully  prepared.  There  has  been  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
tho  officer*  wanted,  as  will  appear  by  the  list  of  those  order- 
ed, and  those  on  duty  ;  which  list  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  corrce|K>ndmcc  called  for  is  so  voluminous  that  it 
could  not,  with  tho  present  number  of  clerk*  in  this  De- 
partment, be  copied  during  this  session  of  Congress,  with- 
out imposing  the  independable  daily  business  now  depend- 
ing; but  the  originals  will  be  pent  to  the  Houso  of  Repre- 
sentative*, if  required,  or  will  bo  copied  if  sufficient  time 
be  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient, 
humble  wvant,  MAHLON  DICKERSON. 

To  the  Hon.  Jamm  K.  Polk, 

Spedcr  <>f  tlu  Hou>e  of  HcpraentutUt*. 

Nati  Commission f.r»'  Omra, 

September  5,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  Board  of  Navy  ( Commissioner*  have  tho  hon- 
or to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettor  of  the  2d  tnst. 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thoma*  Ap  C.  Jones  to  you  of 
the  29th  ultimo. 

In  relation  to  that  part  nf  your  letter  which  requires  "  that 
no  specifications  and  statements  be  required  of  Captain 
Jones  other  than  such  a*  commander  of  the  squadron  ho 
ought  In  give,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  that  the 


 ■ — 

building  department  perform  the  duties  properly  belonging 
to  it,  and  upon  its  own  responsibility,"  as  well  as  to  that 
part  of  Captain  Jones's  letter  which  refer*  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  commissioners  upon  him,  the  board  Ifg 
leave,  respectfully,  to  offer  tho  following  remarks : 

Tho  official  information  which  the  board  possess  re- 
specting the  objects  of  tho  exploring  expedition,  the  vessels 
which  arc  to  be  employed  upon  it,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  to  be  prepared,  is  comprised  in  the  act  of 
Congress  which  authorized  the  expedition  :  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  6th  July  last,  directing 
the  frigate  Macedonian  to  be  finished  and  fitted  for  sea 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  to  furnish  and  fit  her  with 
a  view  for  employment  on  the  South  Sea  exploring  expedi- 
tion ;  a  letter  of  the  7th  July,  1836,  directing  that  there  be 
built,  or  finished,  if  already  begun,  and  fitted  for  sea,  two 
brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  store-ship,  for  the  South  Sea 
exploring  expedition:  a  letter  of  the  10th  July,  informing 
the  board  that  the  above  vessels  were  to  be  built  and  fin- 
ished under  the  appropriation  for  the  exploring  expedition  : 
another  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  tho  20th  • 
July,  directing  an  alteration  in  the  interior  arrangements 
of  the  Macedonian,  by  filling  her  with  a  poop,  Ac  ,  dis- 
pensing with  a  portion  of  her  armament,  and  diminishing 
tho  dimensions  of  the  masts,  yards,  sails,  rigging,  &c»,  if 
convenient ;  this  letter  also  furnished  the  dimensions,  rig, 
and  armaments  of  tho  three  vessels  which  had  been  directed 
to  be  built  by  letter  of  7lh  July,  and  stated  that  they  were 
not  to  be  fitted  a*  vesaols  of  war :  one  other  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  25th  Jjjfy,  referring  to  the 
previous  letters,  and  informing  tho  board  that  these  letters 
contained  some  of  the  views  of  Captain  Jones,  who  was  to 
command  the  expedition,  and  stating  that  "it  will  I* 
proper  on  all  occasions  connected  with  this  special  service, 
when  not  inconsistent  with  the  gcueral  regulations,  for  the 
Commissioners  of  ihc  Navy  lo  accede  to  the  suggestions  of 
Captain  Jones." 

With  this  information,  and  under  these  instructions,  ihe 
action  of  the  board  has  been  as  follows:  On  the  Clh  July 
the  board  directed  Commodore  Warrington  lo  complete  tho 
Macedonian  with  all  practicable  despatch,  as  will  be  seen 
by  tho  copy  enclosed,  marked  A.  On  the  11th  July,  tlicy 
wrote  letters  of  inquiry  to  the  commandants  of  tho  yards  at 
Boston  and  New  Vork,  in  relation  lo  their  ability  to  build 
tho  brig*  and  schooner,  a*  by  letter,  copy  maikcd  B. 
When  at  the  Norfolk  yard,  about  the  middle  of  July,  the 
board  verbally  reiterated  this  order  lo  hasten  the  completion 
of  tho  Macedonian ;  ami,  to  expedite  it,  gave  tho  order  of  14  th 
July  to  prepare  plank  in  Washington,  of  which  the  copy  is 
marked  C.  Tho  chief  naval  conatruclor  was  verbally  direct- 
ed to  prepare  draughts  and  building  instructions  for  the  ves- 
sels to  be  built,  and  for  the  internal  arrangements  of  them 
and  ihe  storo-ship,  and  the  masts  and  spars  of  the  different 
vessel*,  to  ceuforni  to  the  wishes  of  Captain  Jones,  who 
wns  verbally  requested  by  the  board  to  give  hi*  views  to 
the  constructor ;  and  on  ibe  21st  July,  the  commandants  at 
Boston  and  New  York  were  directed  to  make  preparations 
for  building.  On  the  26th  July,  the  letters  were  written 
by  the  board,  of  which  the  original  of  copy  D  was  sent 
to  Commodore  Warrington;  of  copy  E  to  Commodore 
Dowries;  of  F  lo  Commodore  Barron;  O  to  Commo- 
dore Ridgcly  ;  and  II  to  Captain  Jones.  On  the  5th  Au- 
gust, a  letter  was  written  lo  Commodore  Downes,  of  which 
copy  I  is  annexed  ;  and  on  the  14th  August  lo  Commodore 
Kidgely,  as  per  copy  K. 

On  ibe  18ih  August  a  letter  wa«  received  from  Captain 
Jouos,  of  which  the  copy  is  marked  L ;  and,  upon  this  loi- 
ter, instructions  were  given  lo  exclude  cotton  canvass  en- 
tirely from  the  sails  and  equipment  of  the  vessel*  ;  and  a 
copy  of  the  description  of  the  boats  furnished  by  Captain 
Jones  was  sent  to  Commodore  Warrington,  with  instruc- 
tions to  conform  to  thorn.  As  the  terms  of  Captain 
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letter  were  very  general,  in  relation  to  both  quantities  and 
qualities  of  the  articles  which  he  wished  provided,  and  as 
several  ot  these  were  not  such  as  are  usually  furnished  to 
our  vessels  of  war,  the  board,  from  a  sincere  desire  that 
every  thing  should  be  provided  and  prepared  to  his  entire 
satisfaction,  wrote  him,  on  the  20th  August,  the  letter 
marked  M,  suggesting  ft  course  which  to  them  seemed  best 
calculated  to  effect  that  object.    This  letter  seems  to  be 
that  to  which  he  more  specially  refers  in  his  letter  to  you 
of  the  29th  ultimo.    On  the  receipt  of  Captain  Jones's  let- 
ter of  the  22d  August,  copy  marked  IS',  orders  were  im- 
mediately issued  to  arm  the  vessel*  accordingly.  Having 
received  a  tetter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy  j 
yatd  at  New  York,  of  which  0  is  a  copy,  Captain  Jonej  j 
was  furnished  with  a  copy  and  requested  to  give  the  in- 
formation asked ;  which  produced  a  reply,  dated  2flth 
August,  of  which  a  copy  is  marked  P.    The  exhibit  re-  ■ 
ferrcd  to  in  the  postscript,  which  related  to  the  number  of  ; 
men,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  bis 
sanction,  before  giving  further  orders  upon  the  subject; 
the  Secretary's  decision  was  received  on  the  3d  instant, 
with  other  information.    The  other,  relating  to  the  sails 
of  the  schooner,  was  transmitted,  with  orders  to  furnish 
them.    On  the  30th  ultimo,  letters  were  written  to  the 
different  officers  where  the  vessels  for  this  expedition  are 
building,  of  which  copies  are  marked  Q.    On  the  3Ut  ul- 
timo a  letter,  copy  marked  R,  was  received  from  Captain 
Jones,  consenting  to  receive  certain  articles,  which  had 
been  made  from  cotton  canvass  before  the  orders  for  flax 
canvass  bad  been  feeived  ;  and  another  letter  of  the  same 
date,  S,  proposing  to  change  the  rig  of  tho  vessels  first  or- 
dered as  brigs,  with  which  proposal  the  board  concurred, 
under  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  26th  July, 
and  gave  the  necessary  orders  accordingly. 

With  this  statement,  the  board  respectfully  submit  to 
your  decision,  and  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  should  it  be  necessary,  whether  "  their  requirements" 
upon  Captain  Jones,  "under  existing  circumstances, 
emanate  from  a  laudable  zeal  to  promote  the  public  ser- 
vice, or  any  other  consideration  and  whether,  under  the 
instructions  of  the  25th  July,  and  the  ignorance  of  the 
board  as  to  the  particular  objects  proposed  by  the  expedi- 
tion, and  the  mode  of  attaining  them,  they  could  have 
adopted  measures  better  calculated  to  secure  the  equipment 
of  the  vessels  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Captain 
Jones,  as  directed  by  your  letter  of  25th  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ureal  rc«pcct,  sir,  your 
moat  obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

To  the  Hon.  Marlon  Dickkrsox, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

A. 

Natt  CoMMisaioKr.Rs'  Officii,  July  8,  1836. 
Sin:  You  will  proceed  to  complete  the  frigato  Mace- 
donian, and  equip  her  for  sea  with  all  piacticablo  despatch. 
She  is  intended  to  form  one  of  the  vessels  for  the  exploring 
ei]>cdition,  and  as  additional  security  in  case  the  should 
get  aground,  you  will  cause  the  spaces  in  her  frame  to  be 
filled  up  from  the  keel  to  the  underside  of  the  berth-deck 
beams,  and  caulked,  so  as  to  make  that  part  of  the  frame 
water-tight,  provided  it  can  be  done  without 
of  the  planking  already  upon  her  bottom. 

The  board  expect  to  visit  the  yard  under  your 
martd  on  Saturday  next. 

Respectfully,  Ac.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

i.  La  wis  Warrix«to!t, 
Commanding  Nuval  Officer  Norfolk,  la. 

B. 


built  from  the 


live-oak  limber,  or  from  any 


Sin 


Navi  Commissioners'  Orrica,  July  11,  1836. 
Please  inform  the  board  as  earlv  as  practicable, 
•  brig  and  achooner,  or  cither,  arid  which  can  be 


moulded  limber*  smaller  than  sloops,  in  the  yard  under 
your  command,  and  to  what  appropriation  such  timber  be- 
longs ;  and  whether  such  frame  timber  can  be  purchased 
from  and  delivered  immediately  by  individual",  and  at 
what  price,  if  it  should  bo  wanted. 

Respectfully,  cYc.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  Jobs  Dowjth,  Boston. 

Com.  Charlies  G.  Kidoblt,  Arte  York. 


Natt  Commissioners'  Orncr, 

Norfolk,  July  14,  183fl. 

Sir:  The  Macedonian,  building  at  (his  yard,  require* 
the  following  thicknesses  of  yellow-pine  plank  for  her 
decks,  vis :  2  inches,  3J  inches,  4  j  inches,  5  inches,  and 
6  inches;  and  they  have  not  the  stuff  at  this  yard  out  of 
which  to  saw  it. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  sawing  of  this  plank 
commenced  immediately,  taking  the  stocks  from  any  on 
hand  the  most  convenient,  using,  in  addition  to  the  engine, 
hand-sawycra,  if  it  will  accelerate  the  work,  and  sending 
the  sawed  plank  to  this  yard  as  fast  as  opportunities  shall 
offer.  The  quantities  of  each  size  we  shall  give  you  on 
our  return  to  Washington.  The  stocks  are  la  be  repaid, 
and  the  whole  labor  of  sawing  tbcm  ia  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  building  the  Macedonian. 

Respectfully,  Ac.  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  D.  T.  Pattirson, 

Commanding  Nary  Yartf,  Washington. 

D. 

Navi  Commissioners'  Orricc,  July  26,  1836 
Sin:  The  Macedonian  having  been  selected  for  one  of 
the  vessels  to  bo  employed  on  the  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition,  it  ha*  beru  determined  to  alter  the  original  plan 
for  the  interior  arrangement  of  that  ship,  so  lar  as  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  poop  cabin  for  tho  commander,  in  lieu  of  his 
usual  accommodations  on  the  gun-deck,  which  latter  apace 
will  be  fitted  with  tlatc-rooni*,  three  of  a  aide,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  principals  of  the  scientific  depart- 
ment, to  l<e  capacious  and  bo  constructed  as  to  admit  both 
air  and  light  freely  when  in  low  latitudes,  and  at  the  same 
time  susceptible  of  being  converted  into  close  and  warm 
rooms  when  in  colder  regions.  The  two  after  and  one  of 
the  forwurd  guns,  on  each  side,  both  of  the  gun  and  »par 
decks,  may  be  dispensed  with ;  and  if  the  masts,  yards, 
sails,  riggings,  Ate.  arc  not  yet  made  or  prepared,  some 
reduction  in  their  dimensions  might  be  doirablc,  though 
not  indispensably  necessary,  but  no  change  to  be  made  if 
they  have  been  completed  or  much  advanced. 

Captain  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  lieen  designated  lo  ccm- 
mand  on  this  service;  and  if  he  should  risil  the  yard 
under  your  command  whilst  this  vessel  is  building  or 
equipping,  and  express  his  wishes  for  any  special  ar- 
rangements or  modification  of  the  equipment*,  boats,  or 
oilier  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work 
aheady  completed,  you  will  adopt  hie  auggesliona ;  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  the  vessels  may  be  fitted  and 
aupplied  as  nearly  to  his  satiafaction  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

Respectfully,  dee.  JOHN  ROGERS. 

Com.  L.  Warrington, 

Norfolk,  Virginia. 

E. 

Natt  Commissioner's  Omer.,  July  26,  1R36. 
8ik  :  The  chief  naval  constructor  will  be  soon  directed 
to  report  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  and  pre- 
paring the  moulda  for  two  biigs  intended  for  the  surveying 
and  exploring  expedition,  both  of  which  are  to  be  built 
and  equipped  at  the  yard  under  your  command  with  the 
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least  practicable  delay,  and  you  will  employ  aa  many  men 
upon  thorn  as  can  work  to  advantage,  in  preference  to 
working  on  any  olheT  vessels.  He  will  carry  with  him  and 
leave  with  you  the  necessary  building  instructions  and  oilier 
directions  respecting  their  arrangement  and  equipment 

Captain  T.  Ap  O.  Jones  has  been  designated  to  com- 
mand on  this  serriee,  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard  under 
your  command  whilst  the  vossels  are  building  and  equip- 
ping, and  express  his  wishes  for  any  special  arrangements 
or  modification  of  the  equipments,  hosts,  or  other  stores, 
that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work  already  com- 
pleted, you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  board  that  the  vessels  may  be  fitted  and  supplied  as 
nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  expenses  are  to  be  charged  to  the  "exploring expe- 
dition," and  requisitions  made  accordingly  ;  an  accurate 
account  must  be  kept  of  all  articles  borrowed  from  other 
appropriations,  and  a  return  made  as  soon  as  completed, 
besides  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the  existing  regu- 
lations. Respectfully,  Ac 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  Jo«»  Dow ms, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Bonion. 

V. 

Nsvr  Commissioners'  Orncs,  July  26,  1 6«3C 
Sir  :  Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to 
command  the  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  and  if 
he  should  visit  the  ysrd  under  your  command  whilst  the 
store  ship  is  building  or  equipping,  and  express  his  wishes 
for  any  special  arrangement  or  modification  of  the  equip- 
ment*, boats,  or  other  stores,  lh.it  will  not  require  an  alter- 
ation of  work  already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  sug- 
gestions ;  as  it  is  the  wish  of  tho  board  that  the  vessels 
may  be  fitted  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as 
circumducts  will  iiermit.        Rcs|>eclfully,  Ate. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  J* Jits  Binnox, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  Philadelphia. 

O. 

Navt  Commjssiomhs'  Orttcr.,  July  26,  1836. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  draught  and  building 
instructions  for  a  schooner  intended  for  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition,  which  you  will  have  built  and  equip- 
ped at  the  yard  under  yonr  command  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones  has  been  designated  to  command 
on  this  service,  and  if  he  should  visit  the  yard  under  your 
command  whilst  the  schooner  is  building  or  equipping,  and 
express  his  wishes  for  any  special  arrangements,  boats  or 
other  stores,  that  will  not  require  an  alteration  of  work 
already  completed,  you  will  adopt  his  suggestions ;  as  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  board  that  all  the  vessels  may  be  fitted 
out  and  supplied  as  nearly  to  his  satisfaction  as  circum- 
stances will  permit. 

The  cx{>enses  are  to  be  charge  J  to  '*  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition,"  and  requisitions  msde  accordingly  ; 
an  accurate  account  must  be  kept  of  all  articles  borrowed 
from  other  appropriations,  and  a  return  made  a«  soon  as 
completed,  beside*  the  quarterly  returns  required  by  the 
existing  orders.  Respectfully,  Ac. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  C.I  AS.  G.  Rl  POULT, 

Commanding  Naval  Officer,  New  York. 
H. 

N  »t  r  Comminsiosers'  Okmcf,  July  28,  1836. 
Sin  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  nuggesled  to  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  tho  propriety  of  acceding 
to  your  wishes  on  all  occasions  connected  with  the  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  which  yon  have  ln-rn  se- 


lected to  command,  when  not  inconsistent  with  the  general 
regulations.  They  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform 
them,  as  early  as  practicable,  of  any  special  arrangements 
which  you  may  wish  in  the  construction,  internal  arrange- 
ments, armaments,  and  equipment  of  the  vessels,  or  in 
their  stores,  which  arc  to  be  employed  on  that  service,  that 
instructions  may  be  given  in  time  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  changes  hereafter. 

Should  you  visit  the  navy  yards,  the  commandants  will 
lie  directed  to  attend  to  your  direct  suggestions  respecting 
these  vessel*,  when  they  will  not  require  alterations  of 
what  has  been  already  t'one.       Respectfully,  ckc. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Josim, 

United  State*  Nary,  Washington. 

I. 

Navi  CoMMitsioMits*  Orricc,  August  6,  1836. 
Sin :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  iusUnt,  the  com- 
missioners have  to  inform  you  that  they  arc  of  opinion  the 
two  exploring  brigs  hail  belter  have  tanks.  You  are,  how- 
ever, referred  to  Captain  Jones  upon  the  subject ;  also,  as 
to  the  quantity  of  water  he  will  require  for  each.  In  case 
of  tanks  being  decided  on,  you  will  call  on  the  navy  agent 
to  have  them  made  on  the  beet  terms  in  his  power,  taking 
care  to  have  them  ready  in  lime,  so  as  to  provent  any  delay 
on  llieir  account-  Respectfully,  &r. 

JOHN  RODGER^. 

Com.  Jomji  Dow ms, 

Commanding  Nuetil  Officer,  BwUnn. 

K. 

Navt  Commissioxkrs' Oil iric,  Auxutt  II,  1336. 

Sin :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  armament,  die,  of  the  schooner  bulling  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,  the  commissioners  have  to  Tefer  yon  to 
Capt.  T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  who  is  now,  or  shortly  will  be,  in 
New  York,  and  will  give  you  every  necessary  information 
ujion  the  subject.  The  board  prefer  tanks  and  chain  cables, 
and  if,  after  consultation  with  Captain  Jones,  they  should  he 
decided  on,  you  will  call  on  the  navy  agent  to  procure 
thorn  on  the  best  terms  in  his  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.        JOHN  RODGERS. 

Com.  Cms.  G.  Ri no i-.lt, 

Commanding  Natal  Officer,  New  York. 

L. 

Piiit.ittELPHiA,  August  15,  1530. 
Sin  :  Your  letter  of  the  2Cth  July  rcsxhed  me  on  the  2d 
instant,  as  I  passed  through  Washington  on  my  way  to 
Philadelphia.  New  York,  and  Boston,  on  business  connect- 
ed with  the  South  Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition. 
The  instructions  wliich  the  commirsioncrs  have  already 
giveri  in  relation  to  the  vessels  now  constructing  and  pre- 
paring for  the  aforesaid  voyage,  appear  to  me  to  embrace 
all  that  is  material  in  the  present  stage  of  building,  and  I 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  work  W  progressing  at  the  several 

yards  which  I  have  visited  with  spirit  anil  expedilion. 
|  With  regard  to  outfit  and  supplies  of  every  kind,  it  is 
i  verv  desirable  lhat  they  should  be  of  the  eery  but  in  every 
department,  and  especially  the  ground-tackle  for  each  ves- 
sel, which  ought  to  have  at  least  one  extra  anchor  and  cable, 
and  an  additional  supply  of  k edges  and  hawsers,  snd  a 


large  stock  of  the  best  grass  ropc  warps,  to  be  used  with 
floating  anchors. 

It  is  desirable  that  cotton  c.invass  should  1k«  excluded  en- 
tirely from  every  department  in  this  expedition.  The  dan- 
ger of  spontaneous  combustion  i*  too  great  even  to  justify 
its  safe  u»c  for  hammocks  and  bags  in  very  high  latitudes 
or  other  situations,  when  it  must  often  hap|>en,  with  every 
care  and  attention,  hammocks,  bag*,  and  the  men's  cloth- 
ing cannot  be  kept  dry  nor  freely  aired. 

The  prmmon*,  ">f  course,  will  be  of  the  lx'-t  quality, 
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and  put  up  in  the  best  manner  for  long  keeping,  especially 
that  which  is  put  oil  Imard  the  store-ship.  Bread  and 
other  dry  provisions  might  be  kiln-dried,  and  ought  to  be 
packed  in  tight  caske  or  cases;  a  portion  of  the  provisions 
might  consist  of  concentrated  soup,  of  preserved  fresh 
meats — aay  one-eighth  or  one-twelfth  part  of  the  whole ; 
the  spirits  and  vinegar  ought  to  be  of  the  highest  proof  and 
best  quality,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  space. 

The  galley  invented  by  Commodore  Baron  is,  I  think,  tho 
beat  1  have  ever  seen,  and  I  desire  that  each  vessel  may  be 
supplied  with  one  of  that  kind. 

The  usual  supply  of  ready-made  soil*  will  be  sufficient, 
but  canvass,  twine,  dec  for  an  extra  suit,  comprising 
courses,  topsails,  topgallant-sails,  and  storm- tailt,  will  be 
required  for  each  vessel ;  two  extra  boats  are  required  for 
the  store  ship,  and  I  should  wish  the  stern  and  quarter 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  to  lie  constructed  differently  from 
those  usually  csrrud  by  our  frigates ;  also,  a  supply  of  boat- 
builder's  lumber,  and  other  materials  for  building  boats  will 
be  required. 

A  portion  of  the  slop-clothing,  too,  ought  to  be  of  better 
quality  than  that  which  is  in  general  use  in  then  ivy ;  some- 
thing more  impervious  to  water,  more  durable,  and  of 
course  warmer,  will  lie  necessary  while  ciploring  in  high 
latitudes ;  water-proof  boots  and  caps  or  hats  ought  also  to 
be  added  to  the  list,  with  some  articles  of  gum-clastic  fabri- 
cation, such  as  boat-bags,  life-preservers,  tent-rovers,  Ac. 
Respectfully,  Ac. 

THOS.  AP  C.  JONES, 
Commander  of  the  -South  Sea  F.rptd'tion. 
Com.  Jons  Rniir.Lii*. 

M. 

Nj»vi  CoM.Hibsio5i.ns'  Oirit  t,  Aug.  20,  1836. 

Sin  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  is  received.  The 
Ward  having  been  instructed  lo  conform  to  your  wishes  in 
the  equipment  of  the  vessels  for  the  surveying  and  explo- 
ring expedition,  as  far  as  consistent  with  the  general  regula- 
tions, and  being  desirous  of  carrying  these  instructions  into 
effect  in  the  fullest  manner,  they  request  that,  in  coinruu- 
mealing  your  wishes,  you  would  be  more  definite  than  in 
(be  letter  of  13th  instant. 

Tho  board  would  mggot,  as  the  course  least  liable  lo 
misapprehension,  that  you  should  furnish  distinct  requisi- 
tions, under  the  pro|ier  heads,  for  all  the  articles  you  may 
wish,  and  the  place*  where  you  may  wish  thou  collected, 
and  particular  descriptions  of  such  as  v«ry  from  those  com- 
monly used  in  the  nary,  that  the  whole  miy  l>c  forwarded 
to  the  respective  commandants,  and  prepared  in  doc  sea- 
son. 

As  Commodore  Barron,  who  is  the  patentee,  may  not  lie 
able  to  furnuh  galleys  of  his  make  for  all  the  vessel*  by  the 
time  they  would  be  required,  the  board  would  suggest  that 
you  inform  the  in  for  which  you  would  |>rcfer  them  first,  in 
ca  c  all  cannot  Ik-  made. 

Commodore  Warrington  will  be  instructed  lo  have  the 
boats  of  the  Macedonian  made  of  such  dimensions  and 
conformably  lo  such  description  as  you  may  furnish  him 
with.  Respectfully,  &c. 

1.  CHAUNCEY. 

Can!.  T.  Ar  C  Joxt%  Wa/hington. 

N. 

Wa«iii*(,to*,  Augutt  22,  1830. 
Urquircd  for  arming  the  schooner,  two  brig.-*,  and  the 
Rtorc-6hip,  building  for  the  South  Sea  suiveyiug  and  explo 
rill?  expedition,  the  following  desrril>eil  ordnance,  viz: 
Six  12  pound  gunnades  for  each  brig  builJingat  Boston, 
Six       do  do       for  the  »hip  at  Philadelphia, 

Four  9  do  do       for  the  schooner  at  New  Vork. 

All  of  the  afoicsnid  :;uns  to  W  mounts!  on  truck travel- 


aud  to  be  furnished  with  the  usual  appuric- 
ar,  ball,  grope  and  canister  shot  and  wads. 
Respectfully,  fee. 
THOS.  At*  CATESBY  JONES, 

Commander  of  the  Expedition. 
To  the  PaasinasT  of  the 

Board  of  Navy  CommitaimterM. 

0. 

N*rr  Yabd,  Nbw  Yoaa,  Auguti  24,  1836. 
GEXTLsxrx:  Your  communication  of  the  33d 
It  .is  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  that  cotton  cant 
shall  not  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  vessel 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard.  In  reply, 
permit  me  to  state  that  no  definite  instructions  have  been 
received,  cither  from  the  Navy  Board  or  from  Captain  T- 
A.  C.  Jones,  as  to  the  dimensions  of  spars,  the  rig  oc 
ground  tackle,  the  cut  and  quantity  of  sails,  the  contem- 
plated number  of  her  crew,  the  arrangement  of  accommo- 
dations, sea-stores,  dec.  These  instructions  are  necnesary, 
in  order  lo  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  vessel  which  will 
lie  ready  for  launching  by  the  25th  of  next  month,  (Sep- 
tember.) Respectfully,  ice. 

M.  C.  PERRY,  C'jmtnnnding  offietr. 

The  Commis4Io*khs  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 

P. 

Ne*m  PaoarEt  t  Hill,  ViaeiM*,  Aug.  29,  1836. 
Si  a  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  instant,  covering  the  copy  of  one  from 
Master  Commandant  M.  ('.  Perry,  hearing  date  the.  24th 
August.. 

I  ani  sorry  to  discover  by  Master  Commandant  Pern's 
letter,  a  want  of  candor  in  his  communication  to  the  Navy 
Board.   Had  Captain  Perry  have  fell,  or  in  any  way  man- 
ifested a  tithe  of  the  zeal  displayed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Charleston  navy  yarda  for  the  succes*  of 
the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  or  had  he  accorded  lo 
me  the  ordinary  civilities  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
receive  on  all  former  occasions,  at  the  New  York  and  all 
other  navy  yards  which  I  have  ever  visited  on  duly,  be 
would  have  known  that  Mr.  Hart,  the  naval  constructor  of 
New  York  navy  yard,  presented  to  me,  on  the  12th  day  of 
August,  in  said  yard,  the  draught  of  a  schooner's  masts, 
yards,  and  principal  sails,  which  he  aaid  were  intended  for 
a  schooner  of  about  120  tons,  (tho  only  vessel  building  at 
that  yard  for  the  exploring  expedition,)  which  draught,  after 
examination  and  consultation  with  Mr  Hart,  and  in  the 
presence  of  Lieutenant  Hudson,  of  the  navy,  was  adopted 
by  me,  after  suggesting  several  alterations,  soch  as  short- 
ening the  topsail  and  topgallant  yards,  reducing  the  hoist 
of  the  topsail,  raking  the  masts,  and  stewing  the  bowsprit 
more;  substituting  a  lug  for  a  boom -foresail,  dec,  which 
modified  draught  I  requested  Mr.  Hart  to  adopt,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  Navy  Commissioners.  Master 
Commandant  Perry  ought  also  to  have  known  that  Commo- 
dore Kiilgely,  in  my  presence,  ordered  the  master  mast  ma- 
ker to  break  the  workmen  off  from  the  Ohio'*  spars,  and  to 
go  immediately  to  work  on  the  exploring  schooners;  and, 
finally,  on  taking  leave  of  Commodore  Ridgely,  with  whom 
I  had  freely  conferred  in  relation  to  the  vessel  building  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  who  1  found  well  disposed  to 
further  all  my  wishes  as  well  as  the  withes  of  the  ( lover o- 
meut,  I  expressed  my  ho|K*  mul  desire  that  he  would  exer- 
cise his  own  judgment  in  all  things  not  specially  ordered 
in  relation  to  the  schooner  building  in  the  yard  under  bis 
command,  and  lo  do  with  her  as  he  would  do  were  be 
going  lo  command  her  himself;  and  at  the  same  lirut  in- 
forming him  that  as  soon  as  I  returned  lo  Washington,  I 
hoped  to  have  the  cotnmanJer  and  forward  officer*,  at  least, 
appointed  to  all  the  vcwel*  building,  in  order  that  tho-e  who 
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are  to  command  might  have  tome  voire  in  planning  the 
interior  arrangements  of  the  vessels,  and  being  on  the  spot 
with  their  boatswains,  gunner*,  carpenters,  dec,  could  the 
mora  readily  cause  oil  necessary  requisitions  to  he  made, 
and  see  that  they  were  properly  complied  with;  hut  not- 
withstanding my  earnest  and  repented  solicitations  upon  the 
subject,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  refused, 
and  still  refuses,  to  make  the  appointment  so  much  needed, 
and  I  know  of  no  remedy  in  this  case,  if  the  officers  of  the 
navy  yards  withhold  a  willing  aid  ;  for  it  is  manifest  that 
no  human  being,  not  endowed  with  omnipresence,  can  su- 
perintend in  detail  the  building  and  equipping  of  five  ves- 
sels at  four  different  stations,  the  extremes  of  which  are 
seven  hundred  miles  apart. 

In  my  early  communications  with  the  Navy  Department, 
after  I  was  assigned  (o  the  command  of  the  expiring  ex-  I 
pedition,  I  odvertrd  to  the  number  of  officers  to  he  pro- 
vided for ;  and  in  the  memorandum  I  furnished  the  naval 
constructor,  (as  requested  by  the  navy  hoard,)  dated  22d, 
July,  the  following  paragraph  will  l>e  found  :  '*  Of  officers 
there  wilt  probably  be  itu  more  than  tight  fur  each  brig 
and  lix  for  the  schwner,  of  the  grades  which  usually  oc- 
cupy the  cabin,  wardroom,  and  steerage,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  accommodate  them  all  in  one  cabin.  The  warrant  and 
petty  officers  will,  I  suppose,  in  number  and  grade,  be  the 
same  as  is  allowed  to  similar  vessels  in  the  regular  service, 
but  the  number  of  privates  will  be  considerably  reduced." 

The  k  tter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  board 
on  the  loth  instant,  is  expressive  of  my  general  views  with 
regard  to  outfit  and  supplies,  which,  together  with  some 
more  specific  requisitions  previously  made,  appear  to  me 
to  ho  sufficiently  definite  for  the  guidance  of  all  in- 
trusted with  the  building  and  equipping  of  the  vessels  des- 
tined for  the  South  Sea  survey  ing  and  exploring  expedition  ; 
buj  it  they  are  not,  I  can  only  say  that  the  public  intrresl 
must  suffer  until  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall 
think  proper  to  acrord  me  the  necessary  aid,  by  appointing 
the  officers  I  have  so  urgently  asked  for. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Sic. 

THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JONES, 
Commander  of  the  S.  S.  Expedition. 

P-  S.  Enclosed  is  a  paper  marked  A,  exhibiting  the 
contemplated  number  and  arrangement  of  the  officers  and 
men  to  be  employed  in  the  exploring  expedition.  I  need 
hardly  ndd  that  the  quantity  of  water,  provisions,  and  other 
stores,  might  be  governed  almost  entirely  by  the  vessel's 
capacity  for  carrying.  I  also  enclose  an  inventory  of  the 
sails  required  for  the  schooner  building  at  New  Y<  rk. 

THOS.  AP  C.  JONES. 

The  President  of  the 

Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  August  30,  1836. 
Hi  a:  Dy  the  particular  request  of  Captain  Jones,  the 
brigs  building  at  the  yard  under  your  command,  for  the 
exploring  expedition,  are  not  to  be  salted. 

Respectfully,  dec. 

t  CIIAUNCEY. 

('om.  Johx  Dow. ms,  Boston. 

Com.  Charles'.;.  Riduslt,  New  York— schooner. 
Com.  James  Barro*,  Philadelphia— ttorc-ship. 
Com.  L.  Wiiih.xotox,  Norfolk — Macedonian. 

Ju  «*V  Vi  i  J|i,iIBs»ii  Ww/  i  *m<ur*+.) 
Near  Prospect  Hill,  Virginia,  August  31,  1836. 
Sir  :  Your  two  letters  of  yesterday's  date,  coverina  com- 
munications from  Commodores  Warrington  and  Downes, 
upon  the  subject  of  cotton  canvass,  and  from  the  former 
in  relation  to  the  Macedonian's  quarter-boats,  have  this 
day  been  teceived. 


With  regard  to  the  boats  in  question,  I  have  no  draught 
of  the  Macedonian,  nor  of  the  boats  she  hitherto  carried. 
I  gave  the  distance  between  the  davits  as  the  data  by 
which  to  determine  the  length  of  the  boats,  so  as  to  leave 
tho  commandant  of  the  yard,  as  well  as  the  bout-builder, 
full  scope,  if  the  davits  were  not  fitted,  and  if  they  were, 
then  to  fit  the  boats  to  the  davits.  Prrhaps  Commodore 
Warrington  will  better  understand  my  meaning  when  I 
say  that  the  boats  are  to  be  six  oared  boats,  single  banked, 
with  good  roomy  stem  and  hoad  sheets,  and  I  suppose 
about  six  or  eight  and  twenty  feet  long,  as  they  nre  to  be 
•harp  at  each  end. 

In  relation  to  the  cotton  canvass,  I  conceive  the  danger 
o|  spontaneous  combustion  too  imminent  to  justify  its  use 
in  any  sails  or  other  articles  that  ha\c  to  lie  stowed  in  a 
sail-room  or  other  place  liable  to  heat  and  moisture,  and  it 
was  for  that  reason  alone  that  I  requested  its  use  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  on  board  the  exploring  vessels.  The  ham- 
mock clothes  and  covers  named  by  Commodore  Downes, 
need  not  be  subitituttd  by  others  of  flax,  as,  from  their 
constant  exposure  in  open  air,  and  their  not  being  liable  to 
be  thrown  in  a  mast,  as  awnings,  sails,  and  even  ham- 
mocks and  l»ags  sometime*  unavoidably  are,  and  often,  too, 
containing  damp  bedding  and  clothes,  which  would  be 
certain  to  ignite,  (sometimes  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
hours,)  the  fatal  consequences  of  which  cannot  bo  too 
studiously  gnaided  against.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  re- 
quest, that,  with  the  exception  above  made  in  favor  of  tha 
hammock  clothes  and  sail  covers  named  by  Commodore 
Downes,  flu  canvass  may  be  excluded,  as  before  sug- 
gested.       I  hive  the  honor  to  he,  Ac. 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES. 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Nary  Commissioners. 

S. 

Washinotow,  August  31,  183C. 

Sir  :  I  did  myself  the  honor  this  day  to  lay  before  the 
board  the  draught  of  a  bark  rig,  as  suggested  by  Commo- 
dore Downes,  as  a  substitute  for  the  brig,  viz:  for  llie  two 
exploring  vessels  building  at  the  Boston  navy  yard.  If 
the  proposed  alteration  meets  the  approbation  of  the  board, 
I  respectfully  request  that  the  necessary  orders  mty  be 
given  to  Commodore  Downes. 

I  am,  &c.    THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  J0NE8, 

Commander  of  the  South  Sea  Fxpedition. 

To  the  Pa  km  dss  t  of/Ac  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 

Navt  Com missiombs'  Orricx, 

September  16,  18)6. 
8ia:  As  one  of  the  letters  from  Captain  T.  A.  C. 
Jones  to  the  board,  in  relation  to  tho  exploring  expedition, 
of  which  copies  have  been  sent  to  you,  referred  to  the  con- 
duct of  Master  Commander  M.  C.  Perry,  the  !>.>ord  con- 
sider it  but  proper  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  copiee  of 
communications  from  that  officer,  which  relate  to  the  let- 
ter from  Captain  Jones. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  JOHN  RODGER8. 

Hon.  Marlox  Dickkrsom, 

Secretary  of  the  Nuvy. 

Natt  Yard,  New  York,  September  7,  1830. 
Gentlemen  :  1  have  attentively  perused  an  extract  of  a 
communication  bearing  date  the  29th  ultimo,  addressed  by 
Captain  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  the  Navy  Commission- 
ers, in  which  that  officer  his  thought  proper  to  constitute 
himself  a  judge  of  my  motives  and  actions,  and  to  charge 
me  with  a  want  of  zeal  In  the  success  of  the  contemplated 
South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  and  a  lack  of  civility  to 
him  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  visit  to  this  navy  yard. 
This  extract  having  been  officially  communicated  to  Com- 
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modore  Ridgely,  it  came  in  course  to  my  notice,  tbercby 
securing  to  mo  the  right,  at  it  imposes  upon  me  a  duty, 
of  replying  lo  the  extraordinary  and  unwarranted  asper- 
sions which  it  contains. 

Captain  Jones  is  mistaken  when  he  stales  that  I  am 
deficient  in  zeal  fur  the  success- of  the  expedition  :  nor  can 
I  conceive  by  what  authority  he  establishes  such  opinion, 
for  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  exchanged  a  word  with 
him  U|»on  tho  subject.  He  could  not  surely  have  judged 
from  my  attention  to  the  schooner  now  building ;  fur, 
when  he  was  at  the  yard,  her  keel  was  just  laid,  and  she 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  constructor  ;  and,  what  is  more, 
with  the  necessary  instructions,  she  can  be  titled  for  sea 
in  a  week  after  she  is  off  the  slocks ;  therefore,  no  evidence 
of  a  want  of  zeal  can  be  deduced  from  this  source,  and^  at 
this  establishment  we  have,  as  yet,  no  further  connexion 
with  the  exploring  expedition. 

I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  assertion  that  I 
was  wanting  in  those  marks  of  resport  due  to  him  as  a 
superior  officer,  visiting  the  yard  on  duty.  I  am  utterly 
unconscious  of  such  impropriety.  That  I  addressed  him 
respectfully  I  am  quite  certain  ;  perhaps  not  at  cordially  as 
he  might  have  expected. 

Having  fulfilled  all  the  obligations  due  by  me  to  Cap- 
tain Jones  as  an  officer,  I  hail  a  right  to  regulate  the  ex- 
tent of  cordiality  with  which  I  greeted  him  as  an  individ- 
ual ;  a  privilege  I  shall  ever  exercise  iti  my  intercourse 
with  other*.  But  it  was  not  my  province  to  confer  with 
Captain  Jones,  in  reference  lo  the  duties  which  brought 
him  to  the  yard  :  Commodore  Ridgley  was  here,  and  of 
course  director  and  superintendent  of  all  the  operations  of 
the  establishment.  Whatever  communication  passed  be- 
tween these  officers  in  regard  to  the  schooner,  it  was  not 
for  me  lo  know.  It  was  only  necessary  for  me  to  execute 
the  orders  received  from  my  immediate  commander,  leav- 
ing him  to  judge  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  fulfilled  them. 

As  this  is  a  grave  charge  made  against  me  by  Captain 
Jones,  I  may  be  excused  for  entering  into  a  history  of  the 
transactions.  A  communication  from  your  office  directed 
that,  in  the  equipment  of  the  exploring  vessel,  the  sug- 
gestions and  instructions  of  Captain  Jones  should  be  ex- 
clusively attended  to;  and  in  answer  loan  inquiry  pre- 
cisely simitar  to  mine,  made  by  Commodore  Ridgely,  da- 
ted August  9th,  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies,  you 
again  refer  to  Captain  Jones's  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  he  was  then  or  shortly  would  be  in  New  York,  and 
would  furnish  all  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject. 
When  the  reply  to  this  communication  was  received,  he 
had,  as  I  understood,  left  New  York  on  his  return  to  tho 
South;  and  knowing,  as  I  did,  as  ihe  then  commanding 
officer,  (Commodore  Ridgely  being  absent,)  that  no  definite 
instructions  had  been  received — I  say  definite  according  to 
my  sense  of  the  word— it  was  my  duty  to  communicate  the 
fact  for  your  information.  The  verbal  instructions  given 
lo  Mr.  Hart  by  Captain  Jones  were  unofficial,  as  they  did 
not  come  through  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  and  al- 
though they  were  made  known  to  the  latter  some  days 
after  the  departure  of  Captain  Jones,  and  to  me  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  considered  indefinite,  and  simply 
explanatory  suggestions  to  Mr.  Hurt,  preparatory  to  the 
transmission  of  written  instructions,  which  were  asked  for 
in  the  communication  of  Commodore  Ridgely  on  the  9tb, 
as  in  mine  of  the  24th  August. 

The  orders  of  the  Navy  Commissioners  to  adhere  solely 
to  the  suggestions  of  Captain  Jones,  gave  to  him  the  right 
to  direct  all  the  detail,  thus  taking  from  its  usual  channel 
the  established  course  of  business,  and  imposing  on  Cap- 
tain Jones  the  responsibilities  of  the  mode  of  equipment 
and  outfit ;  responsibilities  the  more  berious,  as  the  vessel 
waa  to  be  employed  on  a  service  highjy  important:  there- 
fore, to  prevent  collision  and  misunderstanding,  it  was  but 
fair  that,  in  proposing  these  suggestions,  they  should  be 


presented  in  a  form  to  constitute  a  suitable  voucher  for  the 
commandant  of  the  yard  in  departing  from  the  established 
course  of  duty.  No  written  suggestion  had  then  come  to 
my  notice  as  commanding  officer,  nor  instructions  from 
Commodore  Ridgely  when  he  was  present,  except  in  re- 
gard to  tho  tanks,  the  boats,  and  gun*,  in  the  execution  of 
which  not  a  moment  was  lost,  and  even  at  this  moment 
there  are  no  definite  instructions  as  lo  many  of  the  points 
of  inquiry. 

The  position  assumed  by  me  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pro- 
nounced by  the  Navy  Department,  the  navy  board,  and 
my  immediate  commander,  as  conrecl :  that  is,  as  com- 
manding officer  in  the  absence  of  Commodore  Ridgely,  not 
to  execute  orders  unofficially  or  indefinitely  presented,  and 
during  his  presence  on  the  station,  to  expect  instructions 
only  from  him.  Commodore  Ridgely  is  in  the  daily  and 
hourly  superintendence  of  all  the  duties  of  the  yard,  and 
nothing  of  any  importance  is  done  without  his  knowledge  ; 
and  Ibis  renders  it  tho  more  extraordinary  that  I  should  be 
charged  with  a  want  of  zeal  in  tho  equipment  of  the  ex- 
ploring vessel,  when  the  person  so  accusing  me  could  havo 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  my  instructions  from 
the  commandant  of  the  yard,  or  the  manner  of  my  fulfil- 
ling such  instructions. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  rrgret  that  Captain 
Jones  should  have  thus  wantonly  drawn  me  into  a  replj 
extremely  repugnant  to  my  general  character  aud  dinposi- 
!  tion.    I  should  have  been  wanting,  however,  in  doe  rs- 
I  spect  for  myself  to  have  submitted  quietly  to  tbeee  asper- 
;  sions;  yet  a  sense  of  respect  for  you,  gentlemen,  and  tho 
1  discipline  of  the  service,  admonish  me  lo  repress  the  indig- 
nant feelings  which  naturally  present  themselves  when  re- 
flecting on  the  tenor  of  thia  unprovoked  attack- 
As  I  have  been  favored  with  the  perusal  of  that  part  of 
the  communication  of  Captain  Jones  which  alludes  to  me, 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  justice  to  him  authorizes  the  re- 
quest that  he  may  be  furnished  w  ith  a  copy  of  this. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  foregoing  communi- 
cation has  been  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  Commodore 
Ridgely,  in  order  that  be  might  be  satisfied  of  the  correct- 
ness of  its  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  Ac. 

M.  C.  PERRY. 
To  the  CoaansMoitisa  o//Ae  iVocy. 

Natt  Yinn,  Nxw  Yobk, 

August  9,  1836. 

Gistlfmss  :  For  the  schooner  building  at  this  yard 
for  the  "  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,"  the  follow- 
ing information  is  required,  viz : 

Her  armament.* 

Dimensions  of  spars. 

Particular  rig. 

Boats  and  their  sizes.* 

Cut  of  sails,  &c. 

Watcr-Unks  or  casks.* 

Cables,  (chain  or  hemp,)  number,  length,  and  size,  and 
where  to  be  procured. 

I  have  lite  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

C.  J.  RIDGELY. 
To  the  CowMlssioxtos  of  the  Nuvy. 

Umteb  Statkb  Nayt  Yabd, 

New  York,  August  24,  1836. 

Gentlemkh  :  Your  communication  of  the  2td  instsnt 
bin  been  received,  in  which  you  direct  thai  cotton  canvass 
shall  not  be  used  in  ihe  equipment  of  the  exploring  v« 
now  in  progress  of  construction  at  this  yard. 

•Omitted  in  my  letter,  Imimci  ions  having  bee  o  received  snise- 
•  to  ih*  daw  ti  the  abeva  letur.-.Yotf  by  M  C.p  .~ 
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In  reply,  permit  me  to  state  that  no  definite  instructions  J 
have  been  received  either  from  the  navy  board,  or  from 
Captain  T.  A.  C.  June*,  as  to  the  dimensions  of  spars, 
the  rig  or  gronnd-tackle,  the  cut  and  quantity  of  sails,  the  i 
contemplated  number  of  the  crew,  the  arrangement  of  ac- 
commodations, sea  stores,  dec. 

These  .instructions  are  necessary,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  equipment  of  the  vessel,  which  will  be  ready  for  launch* 
iflg  by  the  26th  of  next  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sic. 

M.  C.  PERRY,  Commanding  officer. 

To  the  CoMxittioxkBs  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Navy  Comxiuiohibs'  Officii, 

October  9,  1887.  ' 

Sin  :  The  board  of  navy  commissioners  have  the  honor  I 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  in-  j 
stunt,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  de- 
tention of  the  exploring  squadron,  and  for  other  purpose*; 
and  in  conformity  with  your  instructions,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  statement. 

On  the  5th  September  1636,  the  board  hnd  occasion  to 
report  to  you,  in  detail,  the  measnre*  which  had  been 
adopted,  in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  this  squadron,  up 
to  the  31st  August,  1896,  and  enclosed  copies  of  letters 
and  papers,  lettered  from  A  to  8.  With  a  view  of  saving 
time,  in  presenting  this  report,  the  board  bog  leave  respect- 
folly  to  refer  to  that  communication  and  its  enclosures,  as 
a  part  of  their  present  answer,  for  their  proceedings  to  the 
31st  August,  1836. 

On  the  2d  September,  1888,  the  board  sent  to  the  com- 
mandant at  New  York  an  extract  from  a  letter  received 
from  Commodore  Jones  of  the  29th  August,  in  relation  to 
Information  which  had  been  asked  by  Captain  Perry  on  the 
24th  August,  when  temporarily  in  command,  by  the  ab- 
sence of  Commodore  Ridgely. 

Captain  Perry  forwarded  a  communication  to  this  board, 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Commodore  Jones,  a  copy  of 
which  was  transmitted  to  you  by  the  board  on  the  J6lh 
September,  1886,  to  which  copy  the  board  respectfully  re- 
fer for  its  contents. 

The  propositions  of  Commodore  Jones  for  the  number  of 
men  for  the  different  vessels  having  received  your  sanction, 
schedules  were  sent  on  the  5th  September,  1886,  to  the 
commandants  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  for  their 
information  and  guidance  in  preparing  the  vessel*. 

On  the  1 6th  September,  Commodore  Barron  was  author- 
ixed  to  borrow  tanks  from  appropriations  for  the  Relief,  and 
replace  them  from  appropriations  for  the  exploring  exped'i- 
tion. 

On  the  1 7th  Octdber,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Commo- 
dore Barron,  informing  the  board  of  unusually  large  requi- 
sitions for  leather  for  the  store-ship  Relief,  the  board  in- 
formed him  that  "although  the  board  consider  that  the 
quantity  of  leather  required  for  the  store-ship  is  greater 
than  won  Id  be  necessary  for  any  service,  yet,  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  has  suggested  that  the  wishes  of  Cap- 
tain Jonas  in  relation  to  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
vessels  should  ho  complied  with,  you  will  furnish  all  arti- 
cles required  under  the  authority  of  Captain  Jones,  unless 
otherwise  instructed  by  the  board." 

On  the  19th  October,  1838,  the  board  directed  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Boston  to  launch  the  two  barks,  and  to 
equip  tbem  as  early  as  possible. 

On  the  81st  October,  1836,  the  hoard  informed  you  of 
the  application  of  Commodore  Barron  for  some  officers  to 
take  charge  of  the  store-ship  Relief ;  and  that  the  two  barks 
and  (he  schooner  were  or  would  be  soon  launched,  and  re- 
spectfully suggested  "that  officers  and  men  be  provided 
early  for  ail  the  vcsseU  forming'  the  exploring  expedition,  and 
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that  the  vessels  be  ordered  to  Norfolk  as  early  as  they  can 
proceed  thither,  whore  they  will  be  safe  from  ice,  and  can 
be  more  conveniently  equipped  for  the  intended  service." 

The  boitrd  having  received  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Jones  of  31st  October,  1836,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  de- 
laying to  fumish  information  which  had  been  asked  for  by 
Commodore  Barron,  that  his  continuance  in  command  of 
the  squadron  was  so  equivocal  at  that  time  as  to  render  it 
doubtful  whether  he  could  exercise  any  further  control 
over  tbe  outfits  of  the  squadron  with  due  respect  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Navy,  they  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
you,  and  requested  your  further  instructions. 

On  the  8th  November,  the  board  notified  you  that  the 
appropriation  of  $160,000  for  this  expedition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  they  requested  your  attention  to  obtain  the 
transfer,  by  the  President,  of  the  $150,000  which,  by  law, 
he  was  authorized  to  make  for  this  service,  from  any  other 
funds  belonging  to  the  navy. 

Commodore  Jones,  on  the  12th  November,  1696,  for- 
warded to  the  board  requisitions  for  twelve  months'  supply 
of  provisions  for  the  exploring  expedition,  and  stated  his 
wishes  in  relation  to  their  quality,  age,  and  mode  of  pack- 
ing. Aa  some  of  these  request*  were  not  in  conformity 
with  the  general  arrangements  of  the  service,  a  copy  was 
transmitted  to  you  on  the  Nth,  and  your  instructions  re- 
quested. Upon  your  verbal  sanction,  orders  were  Issued 
by  the  lioard,  on  the  same  day,  to  the  commandants  at 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  directing  them  to  pro- 
cure the  articles  wanted,  of  the  best  quality,  and  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  that  they  were  prepared  in  the  manner  beat 
calculated  for  the  intended  service. 

In  pursuance  of  your  direction*  of  the  5th  April,  1637, 
to  have  an  examination  held  upon  the  barks  Pioneer  and 
Consort,  and  the  schooner  Pilot,  to  ascertain  their  condi- 
tion, and  to  have  them  prepared  for  service  on  tbe  explor- 
ing expedition,  the  board  gave  the  necessary  instructions 
Ui  have  these  vessels  taken  into  dock  at  Goaport  aa  soon  aa 
it  should  be  free  for  their  reception.  They  also  proposed 
to  have  a  thorough  examination  made  of  them  hy  Commo- 
dore Warrington,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grice, 
naval  constructors,  and  they  requested  of  you  that  Commo- 
dore Jones  might  be  directed  to  give  hi*  attendance,  as  he 
was  not  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board.  This  examina- 
tion wis  afterward*  superseded,  in  consequence  of  your  hav- 
ing directed  a  board  of  officers  to  make  report  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  v  ease  la  and  other  subjects. 

Onjthe  27th  April,  1837,  in  a  communication  to  you  upon 
the  suhject  of  supplying  the  exploring  ex|>cdiiion  with  cer- 
tain article*  prepared  with  India  rubber,  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  Commodore  Jones  in  a  letter  of  the  24th,  the 
board  expressed  doubt »  of  the  advantage*  of  the  articles,  but 
gave  an  opinion  that,  from  the  large  expenditure  which  he 
had  proposed  for  those  articles,  Commodore  Jones  had 
probably  satisfied  himself  of  (heir  utility. 

On  the  26th  May  the  board  stated  to  you  that  ao  far  as 
they  could  judge  of  the  performances  of  the  exploring  ves- 
sels, aa  mado  to  you  on  the  25th  May  by  Commodore 
Jones,  and  by  you  transmitted  to  the  bonrd,  they  appeared 
to  be  well  calculated  for  the  intended  service,  and  the  board 
concurred  in  opinion  with  Commodore  Jones  as  to  the  ex- 
cy  of  placing  them  in  dock  for  tbe  examination 
ly  proposed,  and  to  make  such  repairs  or  alteration! 
as  might  be  found  necessary. 

On  the  30th  May,  Commodore  Warrington  was  directed 
to  prepare  the  Pioneer,  Consort,  and  Pilot,  for  going  into 
dock,  and  to  report  when  tbe  Delaware  would  bo  ao  far 
completed  as  to  admit  of  her  removal  from  the  dock  to  ad- 
mit them. 

A  board  of  five  captains  was  subsequently  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  make  an  examination  of  those 
vessels,  and  to  report  upon  certain  points  embraced  in  the 
order  which  constituted  that  board 


Digitized  by  Go< 


102 


APPENDIX — To  Gale$  $r  Section's  Register. 


26th  Cowo.  1st  8m».] 


South  Sea  Exploring  Squadron. 


After  the  examinations  made  by  those  officers,  (among 
whom  were  the  Navy  Commissioners,)  orders  were  given 
by  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  to  the  commandant 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  to  make  the  alterations  and 
addition!  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  naval  con- 
atructora  to  the  board  of  examination,  and  hud  been  ap- 
proved of  by  them  and  by  Commodore  Jones. 

In  conformity  with  a  request  of  Commodore  Jones,  the 
different  vessels  for  the  exploring  expodi lion  were  originally 
ordered  to  ho  furnished  with  cooking  galleys,  made  upon  a 
oew  plan,  by  Commodore  Barron,  to  burn  anthracite  coal. 
From  the  experience  derived  from  their  use,  Commodore 
Jones,  on  the  1st  August,  1837,  requested  that  they  might 
be  replaced  by  others.  Orders  were  given  for  others  to  be 
made  as  soon  as  their  dimensions  could  be  obtained,  and 
they  have  all  been  finished  and  sent  to  Norfolk  for  the  use 
of  the  vessels.  The  last  was  sent  from  the  navy  yard  at 
this  place  on  the  6th  instant. 

Commodore  Jpnea  having  inquired  of  the  board  where 
be  should  send  a  vessel  to  receive  her  further  equipment, 
in  case  he  should  purchase  one  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
the  board,  with  your  sanction,  authorized  him,  on  the  4th 
8epteml>er,  1837,  to  send  her  to  the  navy  yard  New  York 
or  Norfolk,  as  ho  might  deem  most  convenient  for  his  fu- 
ture arrangements. 

Upon  the  application  of  Commodore  Jones,  dated  25lh 
ultimo,  the  hoard  on  the  3d  instant  authorized  a  change  of 
a  part  of  the  broad  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  explo- 
ring expedition,  and  packed  in  hogsheads,  for  others  to  be 
packed  in  barrels,  and  directed  the  commandant  at  New 
York  to  call  upon  the  contractors  to  furnish  within  the  pres- 
ent month  80,000  lbs.  of  bread,  packed  in  tight  whiskey 
barrels,  and  to  procure  an  additional  supply  of  kiln-diied 
flour,  equivalent  to  8,000  lbs.  of  bread,  to  be  made  from 
domestic  wheat  of  this  year's  growth,  for  that  expedition. 
The  navy  agent  at  this  place  was  directed  to  procure  and 
ship  to  the  navy  yard  at  New  York,  for  the  same  expedi- 
tion, one  hundred  barrels  of  kiln-dried  corn  meal.  The 
purchase  of  high-proof  whiskey  was  authorixed  to  he  made 
ot  Baltimore  on  the  7th  instant,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to 
the  same  place.  The  bread  heretofore  prepared  for  tlie  ex- 
ploring expedition,  which  was  packed  in  hogsheads,  Com- 
modore Ridgely  was  directed  to  receive  and  ship  for  the 
u*e  of  the  squadron  iu  the  Pacific  ocean,  to  which  place  a 
shipment  in  hogsheads  had  been  ordered. 

A  letter  received  this  day  from  the  commandant  at  Nor-  > 
folk  informs  the  board,  under  date  of  the  6th  instant,  that  J 
the  achooner  Pilot,  which  had  been  built  for  this  expedi- 
tion, has  been  divested  of  her  stores  and  equipments,  and 
given  up  by  Commodore  Jones. 

By  the  usages  of  the  Department,  the  board  hold  no 
correspondence  with  the  commanders  of  vessels  in  com  mis 


Natt  Dkpa utmkxt,  June  8,  1837. 
It  has  been  represented  to  the  President  that  doulrt*  are 
entertained  by  officers  of  the  navy  whether  the  t>ark*  Pio- 
neer and  Consort  and  schooner  Pilot,  built  for  the  South. 


ion,  except  in  relation  to  their  supplies  of  provisions  and 
stores.  The  movements  of  vessels  in  commission  are  reg- 
ulated by  the  direct  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  board  are,  therefore,  unable  to  present  any  furthor  in- 
formation as  to  tha  progress  made  in  the  execution  of  or- 
ders for  preparing  this  expedition,  than  is  contained  in  this 
communication,  and  that  of  5lh  September,  1836.  For 
the  same  reasons  they  are  unable  to  state  how  soon  these 
vessels  will  bo  ready  to  sail  for  Now  York,  or  what  re- 
mains to  be  done  in  fitting  them  out,  after  tbeir  arrival  at 
that  port,  or  what  has  been  done  or  what  remains  to  be 
done  to  the  schooner  Active,  purchased  for  the  expedition, 
and  now  at  New  Vork.  It  is  presumed  that  reports  upon 
these  subjects  have  been  made  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

C.  MORRIS. 

Hon.  Marlon  Dickirso*, 

Secretary  of  the  Mtvy. 


Sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition,  arc  fitted  for  that 
service ;  and  it  has  also  been  represented  to  him  that  send- 
ing  out  at  this  lime  the  entire  force  heretofore  intended  for 
this  expedition,  to  wit:  one  frigate,  one  store-Stup,  two 
barks,  and  a  schooner,  with  crews  amounting,  officers  in- 
cluded, to  aix  hundred  men,  would  intcrfeie  with  the  means 
of  affording  the  prompt  and  efficient  protection  to  our  com- 
merce which  iu  present  exposed  and  critical  situation  re- 
quires, more  especially  if  we  are  to  add  another  schooner  to 
the  exploring  squadron,  which  the  commander  requires, 
and  without  which  he  considers  the  expedition  will  not  be 
complete  or  efficient. 

The  President  has  therefore  been  pleased  to  direct  that 
inquiries  b*  made  upon  tbia  subject,  by  referring  the  wm« 
to  you  as  a  board  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  same.  1 
have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  said  two  barka  and  schooner,  and  their  fiUiese 
for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expedition  ;  and 
also  inquire  whether  this  expedition  may  not  be  reduced  in 
iu  amount  of  vessels  and  men  with  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try, and  without  prejudice  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

The  expedition  is  authorixed  by  the  2d  section  of  ifcc  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1836,  passed  the  14th  day  of  May  of  that  year,  and  by  ap- 
propriations at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  In  the  act  of 
1836  it  is  provided  that  the  President  be  authoriaeil  to  *<-nd 
out  a  aurvcying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  South  Seas ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  em- 
ploy a  sloop  of  wax,  and  to  purchase  or  provide  such  other 
smaller  vessels  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  render 
the  said  expedition  efficient  and  uaeful.  Tbo  appropria- 
tions mado  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  provide  for  tend- 
ing out  the  said  frigate,  one  store-ship,  two  barka,  and  one 
schooner— the  whole,  however,  under  iu  original  charac- 
ter of  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition.  It  i«  intended 
that  the  length  of  the  cruise  of  the  exploring  squadron  *h  ill 
be  three  ycais;  and  iu  object  shall  be  chiefly  to  explore 
the  ocean  and  |>art  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  more  par- 
ticularly in  high  latitudes,  and  in  regions  as  near  the  pole 
as  may  be  approchnd  without  danger.  Some  portions  of 
the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  probably  be  visited  by 
this  squadron,  or  some  pait  of  it.  It  is  intended  lo  mtach 
a  scientific  corps  to  this  expedition,  consisting  of  from  four- 
teen to  eighteen  individuate.  It  will  be  among  the  duties 
required  0f  the  officers  and  scientific  corps  of  this  expedi- 
tion to  make,  in  the  region,  thus  to  be  explored,  all  p.ac- 
ticalde  surveys  and  observations  of  the  same,  with  such 
accurate  descriptions  and  drawings  as  may  be  most  useful 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation  and  coiUmerce ;  and  to  make 
such  researches  as  the  opportunities  of  the  expedition  will 
afford  in  all  branches  of  science  which  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  GovernmenU  of  Europe,  in  fitting  out  ex- 
peditions of  a  like  character  with  thia. 

Vour  viewa  upon  the  subject  now  referred,  you  will  ex- 
press in  a  report  to  thia  Department  as  soon  aa  your  con- 
venience will  permit. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DICKERSON. 
To  Commodore  Isatc  Chaurcrt, 
Charles  Morris, 
Lbwjs  WASRiKeToir, 
Darikl  T.  P*tt*rsos,  and 
Alkrapxr  8.  Waiuwortr. 

Washijcotojc,  July  13,  1837. 
8tn  :  Your  order  of  the  8th  ultimo,  constituting  a  board 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  barka  Pioneer  and  Con- 
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sort  and  schooner  Pilot,  and  their  fitneas  fur  service  in  the 

expedition,  and  for  other 
duly  received  by  the  aenior 
the  hoard  and  communicated  to  the  other  members. 

The  occupation  of  the  dock  at  Gosport  by  tho  Delaware, 
and  the  employment  of  some  of  the  member*  of  the  board 
on  other  apecial  duties  under  your  orders,  produced  a  delay 
in  the  meeting  of  tho  board  until  the  30th  ultimo. 

The  two  berk*  having  l«een  placed  in  dock,  the  board, 
accompanied  by  Commodore  T.  A.  C.  Jones,  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  and  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr. 
Grice,  naval  constructors,  made  a  careful  examination  of 
those  vessels,  as  they  did  ou  the  next  day  of  the  schooner 
Pilot  This  preliminary  examination  having  been  made, 
the  board  met  and  notified  Commodore  Jones  of  their  readi- 
ness and  desire  to  receive  any  communication  which  he 
might  wish  to  make  on  the  subject;  and  certain  questions 
were  propounded  to  the  two  naval  constructors  to  obtain 
their  professional  opinions  upon  certain  points  connected 
with  the  vessels.  Commodore  Jones  transmitted  to  the 
board  several  communications,  copies  of  which  are  annexed 
and  marked  A  to  — ,  inclusive ;  and  by  his  direction  the 
log-books  of  the  vessels  in  question,  and  that  of  the  Relief, 
were  laid  before  the  board.  Copies  of  the  letters  to  anJ 
answers  from  Mr.  Humphreys  and  Mr.  Grice  are  also  an- 
nexed and  marked  — . 

Having  carefully  considered  all  the  information  obtained 
by  personal  examination,  and  that  which  they  had  received 
from  others,  the  board  Aral  proceeded  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  the  condition  of  the  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and 
schooner  Pilot,  and  united  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  good, 
the  vessels  being  bound,  strong,  and  well  built. 

They  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether  these  vessels 
Were  lit  for  service  in  the  surveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition in  the  seas  and  for  the  objects  stated  in  your  letter 
constituting  tho  board.  AAer  a  careful  review  of  all  the 
information  communicated,  and  a  reference  to  their  per- 
sonal examination  of  tho  vessels,  the  board  were  of  opinion 
that,  although,  these  vessels  do  not  and  probably  con  Id  not 
bo  made  to  combine,  to  tbe  extent  which  might  be  desired, 
•  due  proportion  of  the  qualities  of  sailing  and  working  well, 
great  strength,  and  capacity  for  stowage,  yet,  by  some  alter- 
ations, which  could  be  soon  completed,  they  might  be  made 
to  answer  the  purposes  proposed  sufficiently  wall  to  justify 
their  employment.  The  nature  and  extent  of  these  alter- 
ations are  contained  in  the  paper  enclosed  and  marked  — . 

The  board  then  proceeded  "to  inquire  whethor  this  ex- 
pedition may  not  be  reduced  in  its  amount  of  vessels  and 
men  with  advantage  to  the  country,  and  without  prejudice 
to  the  success  of  the  expedition,"  which  constituted  the  re- 
maining aubject  of  inquiry  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the 


In  considering  that  branch  of  this  inquiry  which  relates  [ 
to  the  amount  or  number  of  vessels  to  be  employed,  the 
board  felt  themselves  obliged  to  consider  it  with  reference 
to  various  circumstances  connected  with  the  progress  and 
present  state  of  the  expedition  and  the  proposed  objects. 

These  object*  are  stated  in  your  letter  to  be  "chiefly  to 
explore  the  ocean*  and  seaa  of  the  Southern  hemisphere, 
more  particularly  in  high  latitude*,  and  in  regions  as  near 
the  pole  as  may  be  approached  without  danger.  Some 
portions  of  the  Pacific  north  of  the  equator  may  probably 
be  visited  by  this  squadron  or  some  part  of  it."  From  four- 
teen to  eighteen  scientific  persons  aro  to  be  accommodated, 
all  practicable  surveys  are  to  be  executed,  and  such  re- 
searches made  in  all  branches  of  science  as  the  opportunities 
of  the  expedition  may  afford. 

Tbe  field  for  the  operations  of  the  vessels  is  extensive, 
and  comprise*  all  varieties  of  climate  ;  the  leading  objects 
being  to  explore  unknown  regions,  to  survey  those  which 
may  be  discovered  or  which  are  but  imperfectly  known, 
and  to  collect  as  great  an  amount  and  variety  of  useful  in- 
formation a*  can  be  obtained. 


If  the  board  had  been  called  upon  before  any  prepara- 
ras  had  been  made,  to  atats  the  number  and  character  of 
the  veasel*  wbtch  in  their  opinion  would  be  best  calculated 
to  secure  the  attainment  of  these  proposed  objects,  they 
certainly  would  not  have,  recommended  those  which  have 
been  [jrepaied. 

They  do  not  consider  it  essential  to  tbe  interests  of  an 
expedition  intended  for  exploring  and  surveying,  that  it 
should  be  armed  beyond  the  extent  necessary  for  its  protec- 
tion against  pirates  or  attacks  from  savages,  to  which  it 
may  possibly  he  exposed  in  the  prosecution  of  its  duties. 
From  no  civilised  nation*  are  hostile  acts  to  be  apprebend- 

nexded. 

They  also  conceive  it  of  importance,  that  whilst  the  to- 
tal number  of  vessels  in  such  an  expedition  should  be  suf- 
ficient to  promise  the  probable  accomplishment  of  all  tbe 
objects  proposed  within  the  time  allotted,  each  vessel  should, 
a*  far  as  practicable,  be  prepared,  within  herself,  to  act 
with  efficiency  upon  all  the  objects,  in 


of  accidental 

separation  from  or  disasters  to  others.  For  this  purpose 
each  should  carry  as  many  stores  as  practicable,  have  her 
due  proportion  of  instruments  and  scientific  persons,  and 
her  other  arrangements  made  for  independent  and  separate 
action.  For  purposes  of  exploring,  and  for  surveying  in 
remote,  dangerous,  and  imperfectly  kuown  seas,  it  seems 
to  be  important  that  two  vessels  should  be  in  company  for 
mutual  aid  in  case  of  accident,  and  for  the  greater  facility 
of  making  surveys  and  researches.  More  than  two  vessel* 
together  would  seem  to  offer  few  advantages  to  compensate 
for  the  additional  expense  and  other  inconveniences.  More 
than  one  set,  however,  might  perhaps  be  advantageously 
employed  under  the  general  direction  of  the  same  command- 
ing officer.  An  expedition  composed  of  four  vessels,  of 
which  two  to  he  from  400  to  450  tons,  and  two  about  300 
tuna  each,  provided,  amongst  other  supplies,  with  light 
frames,  and  the  principal  materials  for  building  a  decked 
boat  of  15  to  25  tons,  to  be  put  up  whenever  wauted, 
would,  it  is  believed,  furnish  accommodations  for  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  all  the  essential  means  for  making  ex- 
plorations and  surveys,  and  collecting  all  the  specimens  and 
information  which  an  expedition  comprising  two  sets  of 
vessels  would  require. 

But  although  the  board  entertain  these  opinions,  as  re- 
gards the  extent,  size,  and  composition  of  a  force  for  a  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition,  if  no  previous  arrange- 
ments had  been  made ;  yet,  when  they  take  into  co Modera- 
tion the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  the  expense 
which  has  been  incurred,  the  lime  which  has  been  spent  in 
preparing  tbe  force,  the  near  approach  of  the  season  when 
the  vessels  should  sail  to  enable  them  to  operate  with  ad- 
vantage during  the  next  winter,  the  delay  which  wi  1  be 
unavoidable  if  any  material  change  be  now  made,  and  the 
possible  defeat  of  the  expedition  itself,  in  the  success  of 
which  the  board  have  always  fell  and  still  feel  deep  solicU 
tude  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  Iwhef  that  tbe  vessels 
which  have  been  prepared  will  answer  for  the  object*  pro- 
mentioned, 


posed,  with  the  slight  alterations  before 
not  so  perfectly,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
that  this  force  has  been  arranged  so  that  each  part  li.it  » 
mutual  dependance  upon  the  other  part*  for  the  purposes 
of  the  expedition,  and  that  the  officer  selected  to  command 
appears  satisfied  with  these  vessels— the  board  have  arrived 
at  the  opinion  that  no  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  amount 
of  veiscl>  a  t  this  late  period,  without  prejudico  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition. 

Upon  that  part  which  relate*  to  a  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  men,  the  board  consider  that  the  complement  em- 
barked should  not  exceed  that  which  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  surveying  and  exploring,  and 
their  contingencies,  without  any  additional  number,  having 
merely  to  the  management  of  ordnance,  as  they 
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believe  that  the  number  required  for  the  former  purposes 
will  he  sufficient  for  defence.  Any  number  beyond  that 
which  may  be  strictly  useful,  tend*,  by  consumption  of 
provisions,  to  diminish  the  length  of  time  which  the  ves- 
sels can  act  without  seeking  a  renewal  of  their  auppliea. 
With  these  views  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  number 
of  officers  and  men  for  the  vessels  at  present  selected  for 
the  expedition,  may,  without  disadvantage,  be  reduced  to 
about  live  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  scientific  corps. 

The  inability  of  Commodore  Warrington  to  accompany 
the  other  members  of  the  board  to  Washington,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  engagement  on  a  court  martial,  and  the  im- 
perative duties  of  some  of  the  other  members,  have  pro- 
duced, with  regret,  some  delay  in  completing  this  report; 
which  is  now  respectfully  submitted. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &.c. 

L  CHAUNCEY, 

a  MORRIS, 

L.  WARRINGTON, 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON, 

ALEX.  8.  WAD8 WORTH. 

Hon.  M.  Dm  kmimiv, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Statement  of  moneyt  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  by  requisition*  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  under  the  appropriation  for  the  "surveying 
arid  exploring  expedition,"  from  the  date  of  that  ap- 
propriation to  the  present  time. 


>  :n  )•:  ■:••  i — continued. 


V  V 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


Date.  No 


Aug- 


ISJ6 

-'ulv  0 

13 
10 
22 
6 
I 
M 

22 
SS 
36 

Sept.  S 

| 
8 

ia 
ta 


9»10 

MB 
MM 


C4S5o 
9666 
9670 
9676 
3oo3 
9864 
9H91 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


MM 


Henry  T eland, 
Ellas  Kune, 
Henry  Toland, 
Banivc ,  Brothers,  \  Co 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 
Henry  Toland, 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 
Elias  Kane, 
James  K.  Paulding, 
Henry  ToUnd, 
Dluo 

James  K.  Pauliling, 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead, 


James  K  Paulding. 
Daniel  D  Billhead, 


Navy  Agent 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Phlladel'a  ■ 

Washing'n 

Philad'ta 

London 

B>«on 

Phlladel'a 

H  «i .  n 

Waahing'n 

N.  York 

Phlladel'a 

do 
N.York 
B 'si»n 
N.  York 
Boston 


Annum. 


go.onu  00 
160  94 
13*)  (O 
19,000  00 
10,000  '0 
5,000  00 
5,000  1 0 
1,000  00 

ilanoo 

10,«00  00 
7,000  00 
3/JOO  00 
1,965  12 
3,600  H) 

16/100  00 


Oti    3  |»I9  Jamee  K.  Paulding,  do       N  York  - 

13  9936,  Daniel  D  Brodhead,  do        Bo^on  - 

13  9937  James  K.  Paulding,  do        N  York  • 

21  9946  Daniel  D  Brodhead,  do  ' 
26  994*  James  K  Paulding,  do        N.York  • 

Not.  6  9966  Daniel  D.  Brodhead  do        B**on  - 

9  9972  James  K.  Paulding,  do        >•  \ork  • 

14  99S3  Daniil  l>.  Brodhead,  do        Boston  • 

22  99931  James  K.  Paulding,  do        N  York  • 

22  9V94  Henry  ToUnd,  do  PWladePa* 

23  9996  Dan^l  D.  Bmdhead,  do  Boston 

24  9996  James  K  Paulding,  do  J*  Voek  • 
Bee    6     10  Henry  Toland,  do  PulUdel'a- 

28  James  K.  Paulding,  do        N  ^°fk  - 

43  Henry  Toland,  do        Phlladel'a  - 

49  Ellas  Kane,  to        Waah'um  . 

66  James  K.  Paulding,  do       N.York  • 

81  Daniel  D.  Brodhead,  do        fealsai  - 

90  Ellas  Kane,  do  waatiinc'n 

170,  James  K  Paulding,  do        N  York  • 

191  i  George  Loyall,  do        Norfolk  - 

192  Michael  W  Ash.  do        Phlladel'a • 
199  Elias  Kane,  do  Uashing'n 
302'  George  Loyall,  do        Norfolk  • 
31*1      Dluo  do  do 
246,      Ditto  do  do 
254       Dluo  do  do 
264  Ellas  Kane,  do  Waahing'n 
295  J  .hn  N.  Todd,  Purser       U.  K.  Navy 
299  George  Loyall, 
324  Ditto 
S*)  Michael  W.  Ash, 
349  George  Loyall, 
359  Michael  W.  Ash, 
399  Ooorse  Loyall, 
414  Dluo 
422  James  K  Paulding, 
i  i  ■       ■,-„  Loyal  I, 
447  James  K  Paulding 
488  George  Loyall, 
475  Michael  W  Aih, 
MO  Thomas  Ap  C  Jones.  Captain 
461  XJeorce  Loyall,  NavyAf- 
602      Dluo  do 
5«J  Thomas  Ap  C  Jones,  Captain 

James  K  Paulding,  Naw  Agent  N  York 

Ellas  Kane,  do  Waahing'n 

N  York  • 


o 

W 
19 
22 
24 
1837 
Jan.  17 
3D 

Mar  13 

33 
33 

33 
30 

Apr.  11 
34 
28 

May  3 
2 
13 
19 
31 

June  13 
17 

July  10 
17 
34 
| 
7 
14 
:i 
39 
39 

Sept  13 
13 

•> 

38 

Oct  3 


523 
537 


Naw  Agent  Norfolk 
do 

Phlladel'a 

Norfolk 

wr: 

do 

N  York  ■ 

Norfolk  - 

N  York  • 
Norfolk  • 
Phlladel'a- 

U.  S.  Nary 
Naw  Agent  Norfolk  • 

do 

V.  S  Navy 


do 
do 
do 
do 
to 
do 
do 
do 
do 

to 
to 


James  K.  Paulding,  do 

Total  amount  drawn 


Ijono  0) 
>0  00 

lAnoo 

m  ■ 

13k' to 

500  M 

MM  ao 

13*00 
10VM0  00 

131000 

6.0U0  00 
10,  00  M 


Sf  M  M  ■ 


I  RtAsi  nv  DceaarMEStT, 

r\mrth  .iuditor'i  Off r«,  October  ».  1837 

J.  C  PICKETT,  JaMBttr 


List  of  Officers  ordered  to  the  Exploring  Expedition. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Date. 

To  what  ordered. 

1836. 

Captain  - 

Thomaa  Ap  Cateaby  Jones 

November 

16 

Macedonian. 

by  Decern. 

1 

Commander 

James  Armstrong  -  - 

November 

11 

do 

Lieutenant 

Thomas  A.  Dornin 

September 

39 

8toreahip  Relief. 

Assist' 1 8urgcon  - 

James  C.  Palmer  - 

29 

do 

Boatswain  » 

William  Black  • 

39 

do 

8ail  maker 

8amuel  V.  Hawkins 

29 

do 

Midahipman 

Daniel  A  mm  en 

30 

do 

Lieutenant 

Josiah  Tattnall    -  r 

November 

11 

Pioneer 

Paaaed  Midship. 

now  Lieut.  - 

Stephen  C.  Rowan 

11 

Relief. 

Lieutenant 

Jamea  Olynn 

11 

Consort. 

Passed  Midahip'n 

David  D.  Porter  - 

15 

Relief 

Do 

Robert  F.  Pinkney 

13 

do 

Do 

James  H.  North  - 

15 

do 

Do 

Charles  W.  Morris 

15 

do 

Do 

1  Thornton  A.  Jenkins 

16 

Schooner  Pilot 

Do 

'  John  B.  Dale 

16 

Consort. 

Do 

George  F.  Einntoua 
E.  Ti  Shu  brick  - 

16 

do 

Do 

16 

do 

Do 

M.  O.  L.  Claiborne 

16 

do 

Remarks. 


Revoked  NeveoVr  26,  1836. 


Detached,  June  1,  1S37. 


Revoked,  Notcm'r  33,  1838. 
Revoked,  Novem'r  39,  1836. 

Revoked,  Novem'r  2ft.  1936. 
Revoked,  December  1,  1838. 
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LIST— Continued. 


Acting  Mid'n 
J'aKted  Miil'n 

Do 
Midshipman 


Act,  Gunner 
Passed  Mid'n 
Midshipman 


Mid'n 


Do 

Act  Carpenter 
Acting  Mid'n 

Do 
Chaplain 
Lieutenant 
Ssilmakcr 


Cateaby  Ap  R.  Jones 

Oliver  Tod 
Benjamin  More  Dove 
J.  P.  Sen  ford  - 
Henry  W.  Morris 
Thouias  Robinson 
A.  Ludlow  Ca*o  - 
Nathan  Barnes  - 
Jacob  Crov 
U.  M.  Ora 
K.  Doer 


Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 


-  I 


Acting  Mid'n 

Do 
8urgeon 

Do 

Pae'd  Art.  Sut. 
Do 

A  wist.  Surgeon 
Passed  Mid' u 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 


Lemuel  R. 
James  L. 
Edward  Tattnall  Nichols 
Walter  Colton 
William  L.  Hudson 
Samuel  B.  Banister 
A.  Magruder 

Thomas  Turner  - 
Matthew  F.  Maury 
John  Rudd 
Gustavus  Newman 
Fozball  A.  Parker 
William  8.  Woed 
B.  Ticknor 
William  Whelan  - 
A.  G.  Uambrill  ■ 
Edward  Gilchrist  - 
John  L.  Fox 
H.  J.  Harstena 
W  illtam  L.  Maury 
Robert  F.  Pinknev 
E.  W.  Stull 
A.  K.  Taliaferro  - 
Joseph  A.  Underwood 
H. 


Acting  Mid'n 


Do 

Acting  Mid'n 
Asst.  Surgeon 
Midahipman 


Do 
Lieutenant 


Passed  Mid'n 
Acting  Mid'n 
Acting  Gunner 
Act.  Boatswain 
Passed  Mid'n 
Art. 

Do 
Lieutenant 

Purser 


Mid'n  - 


Israel  C.  Wait  - 
)  Samuel  C.  Lawrason 
!  John  C.  Spencer  - 
•  David  Williameon 
\  Charles  F.  B.  Guilkm 
Cbarlee  R.  Smith  - 
William  D.  Newman 
John  J.  Abernethy 
John  8.  Meesersmilh 
A.  K.  Long 
(irorge  T.  Sinclair 
Samuel  8mith 
Samuel  P.  Lee  - 
William  R.  Posted 
Archibald  McRae  - 
John  D.  Anderson 
Henry  Welton  - 
William  8.  Swann 
Thomas  Johnson  - 
8idney  Porter 
Matthew  F.  Maury 
William  F.  Spciden 

Richard  C.  Cogdell 
fJeotfe  M.  Totten 


December 


1837 
January 


February 
March 


April 


May 

June 
July 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
19 
S3 
36 
7 
IS 
13 


6 
20 
36 
30 
30 

6 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 

4 

4 

4 

6 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 

15 
31 
31 
38 
3 
3 
6 
9 
9 
8 

13 
U 
19 
33 
32 
7 
9 
24 
29 
39 
1 
I 


Macedonian. 
Pioneer  - 

do 

do 

do 
Eipior'g 
Pioneer. 

do 

Schooner  Pilot 
do 


do 
do 

Explor'g  expedition 
do 

Schooner  Pilot 
Macedonian. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Schooner  Pilot 


Revoked,  Noim'i  36,  1830. 


Dotached,  June  17,  1837. 


Detached,  Sep(em'r6,  1837. 
Detached,  January  19,  1837. 

April    38,  1837. 


do 

Explor'g  ex 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Explor'g 
do 
do 


do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Schooner  Pilot. 
Explor'g  expedition, 
do 

Macedonian. 
Explor'g  ex 

do 
do 
do 
do 

Pioneer. 
Explor'g  expedition. 
Exploring  squadron 

do 

do 

do 

]  Report  to  Commo. 
Jonee  for  duty. 


March  38,  1837,  ordered  to 
the  Fairfield. 


Revoked,  Febru'y  25,  1837. 


Furlough,  March  31,  18.17. 
Revoked,  March  29,  1837. 


Revoked,  April  23.  1837 

Revoked,  April  19,  1837. 


Detached  Sept^m'r  2,  1837. 
July  15,  1837. 


Ordered  to  the 
June  37,  1837. 


Revoked,  Mav  2,  1837 
Detached,  June  33,  1837. 


Detached,  8etetn'r  3,  1837. 


^6  j  Explor'g  expedition     Detached,  Sept.  27,  1837, 
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Rank. 

Name. 

Date. 

To  what  ordered. 

Remark*. 

Passed  Mid'n  - 

James  *\  .  ti.  neiu 

1  0 

1  z 

Consort. 

Lieutenant 

Guert  Ganaevoort  - 

12 

do 

Revoked,  8eptem'21,  1837. 

Do 

William  G.  WooUey 

• 

12 

Schooner  Active. 

IV    :  Mid'n  - 

James  B.  Lowia  - 

• 

21 

do 

Do 

Alonzo  B.  Davis  - 

22 

do 

Acting  Mid'n 

Henry  H.  Harrison 

25 

Explor'g  expedition. 

Acting  Satlmaker 
Acting  Mid'n  - 

John  Joins 

26 

do 

John  Downes,  jun. 
Richard  8.  Trapier 

m 

October 

6 

Macedonian. 

Passed  Mid'n 

— 

9 

Explor'g  expedition. 

Act.  Boatswain  - 

William  Richmond 

- 

Pioneer  ~\ 

Appointed  by  Commodore 

Acting  Gunner  - 

Oliver  Nelson 

do  I 

Downea  in  December,  1836, 
and  approved  by  the  De- 

Act.  Carpenter  - 

Amos  Chick 

do  f 

Act.  Sailmaker  - 

Gilbert  Bebc 

do  J 

TOST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

from  the  Postmaster  General  transmitting  a  stale- 
of  receipts  and  disbursement:  October  li,  1837, 
the  tabic. 


Post  Ornct  Dkfaktmext, 

October  13,  1837. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Houac  of 


Representatives,  adopted  on  the  1st 
by  mc  on  the  5th,  I  have  the  honor  to 
ing  report : 

1st.  There  solution  asks  for  "the  bal- 
ances now  on  hand,  so  far  as  ascertained, 
to  the  crodit  of  the  Department." 
The  Department  has  in  bank,  exclusive 

of  outstanding  warrants 
In  the  hands  of  postmasters,  reported  - 


2d.  "  An  eatimale  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  during  the  residue  of  the 
current  year." 

The  nett  receipts  of  post  offices  for  the 
quarter  ending  31st  December  next, 
are  estimated  at 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  quarter 
arc  estimated  at 


3d.  "  The  aggregate 

isburaed  by  the  Department,  since 
the  1st  day  of  May  last,  distinguishing 
the  amount  in  specie  from  that  in  other 
funds." 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank  since  the 
Ut  day  of  May  last  is  - 

The  amount  reported  as  received  by  draft 
offices  .... 

The  amount  received  by  contractors  from 
collection  office*  during  the  quarter 
ending  30th  September  last  was 

The  amount  received  in  the  same  man- 
ner during  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  being  a  fraction  of  a  quarter, 
cannot  tie  ascertained  without  taking 
more  time  than  the  present  session  o» 
Congress  will  allow,  but  it  is  i 
ted  at  - 

Total  receipts 


received 
the  follow. 


£111,629  11 
334,580  39 


779,209  80 


$/60,000  00 
170,000  00 


$121,370  62 
611,812  87 

237,970  38 


50,000  00 


1,057,153  87 


The  disbursements  have  been  : 
By  warrants  on  banks  - 
By  drafts  on  postmasters 
By  collections  from  postmasters  without 

draft*,  in  part  estimated 


$152,521  35 
178,832  89 

387,970  38 

1,019,827  62 


It  is  not  possible  to  distinguish  the  amount  received  or 
disbursed  in  specie  from  thai  in  other  funds.  Of  the  de- 
poaites  in  tank,  it  is  presumed  that  the  greater  part  was  in 
bank  notes,  having  been  made  before  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  The  Department  has  no  report  of  toe 
funds  in  which  warrants  on  banks  have  bern  paid.  It  u 
understood  that  five  banks  have  continued  to  pay  its  war- 
rants in  specie  since  the  suspension,  and  have  so  paid 
$28,289  62.  There  has  also  been  paid  by  the  Bank  of 
the  Metropolis  the  cum  of  $36,426  71  in  specie,  which  was 
socially  deposited. 

It  is  probable  that  most  of  the  balance,  as  well  since  as 
before  the  suspension,  has  been  paid  in  bank  notes.  If  ao, 
they  have  been  received  by  the  creditors  of  the  Department 
of  their  own  choice ;  for  all  warrants  on  banks  returned 
with  proof  of  refusal  to  pay  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  Stales,  have  been  promptly  paid  in  gold  and  silver. 
No  drafts  on  postmasters,  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
balances  duo  contractors,  have  been  returned  for  refusal  to 
pay  in  gold  and  silver,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  nearly  the 
whole  amount  has  been  paid  in  that  currency.  In  that 
currency,  also,  the  collections  by  contractors  have  general- 
ly been  made.  That  there  are  many  exceptions  in  the  ten 
thousand  post  offices  from  which  the  contractors  collect,  is 
very  probable ;  but  only  nine  postmasters  have  been  re- 
ported to  the  Department  for  refuting  to  pay  in  go/d  or 
silver,  and  their  aggregate  quarterly  balances  do  not  exceed 
$1,525.  Eight  other  cases  are  reported,  involving  about 
$1,600,  in  which  bank  notes  had  been  received  by  district 
attorneys  and  others  for  old  debts  due  the  Department.  In 
some  of  these  cases  the  notes  or  certificates  of  deposite  have 
been  returned,  in  others  retained,  Iwcause  there  was  a  bad 
prospect  of  getting  any  thing  else. 

4.  "The  regulations  touching  the  funds  to  be  received 
and  disnureed,  if  any,  other  lhan  those  already  commtmi- 
caled." 

No  regulations  not  already  communicated  have 


5.  "  The  instances  in  which 
disobeyed  or  dispensed  with." 

In  no  instance  have  the  regulations  relative  to  receipts 
and  disbursements  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 

Slnfr-s  Iwn    « •  .li«Mnw»,l  with  " 
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There  ia  no  law  or  regulation  expressly  requiring  post- 
tnaalera  to  collect  postage*  in  specie  of  ita  equivalent. 
Gold  and  silver  constitute  by  law  the  currency  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  atanding  regulations  inform  post- 
inasters  that  they  will  bo  responsible  for  that  currency  or 
its  equivalent,  and  that  no  credit  will  be  given  them  for  de- 
preciation of  bank  note*  or  for  counterfoil*.  Before  the 
late  suspension  of  specie  payments,  the  postmasters  took 
bank  notes  on  their  own  risk,  being  required  to  account  for 
the  legal  currency.  The  ten  thousand  collection  office*  re- 
main on  the  *amc  footing  still,  and  the  ouly  change  made 
by  the  circular  of  May  13,  1837,  to  the  draft  offices,  was 
to  prevent  further  depositee  in  banks.  To  ensure  greater 
ccitainty  in  meeting  the  draft*  of  the  Department,  they 
were  required  to  retain  the  amount  due  in  specie.  The 
former  regulations  ia  reference  to  collections  were  not 
changed.  The  cases  where  postmasters  have  been  report- 
ed fur  refusal  ro  pay  apecie  on  demand,  aic  ralhrr  violation* 
of  law  than  of  the  regulations  of  the  Depar'.mcnt,  ami  are 
so  treated. 

Ci.  "  Separate  statements  of  the  aggregate  amounts  left 
in  the  band*  of  collecting  officers,  paid  into  the  Treaiury, 
and  deposited  in  bunk,  die  mint  and  its  branches,  or  other 
depositories,  since  the  date  first  mentioned." 

The  amount  left  iu  the  hands  of  postmasters  since  the 
first  of  May,  most  of  which  would  have  been  deposited  iu 
banks  under  the  former  system,  ia  $544,8 12  87  ^Jgk 

The  amount  deposited  in  bank,  as  exhibited  above,  is 
$124,370  62. 

No  deposite*  have  been  made  by  this  Department  in  the 
mint  or  its  branches,  or  in  other  depositories,  nor  bus  any 
thing  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  operations  of  this  Depart- 
ment since  the  suapension  of  specie  payment*  by  the  bank*, 
it  is  proper  to  add,  thai  the  notes  of  those  institutions,  though 
to  some  extent  tolerated  by  law  in  the  trunsaclions  of  the 
Government  as  long  as  redeemable  and  redeemed  in  gold 
and  silver,  are  expressly  prohibited  to  its  use  when  no  lung- 
er so  redeemed ;  that  it  waa  iu  obedience  to  the  law  that 
this  Department,  on  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  took 
prompt  measures  to  prevent  their  receipt  and  avoid  their 
disbursement  in  its  own  operations ;  thai  the  auapenaion  of 
payment  by  the  banks  occurred  in  the  month  of  May, 
»  ne  of  thoae  months  in  which  the  quarterly  balances  due 
to  contractor*  arc  chiefly  paid  off;  that  tho  entire  available 
means  of  the  Department  lor  that  purpose  were  deposited 
in  the  banks  ,  that  the  Department  had  no  alternative  but 
to  continue  its  warrsnl*  on  the  banks,  or  stop  payment  al- 
together; that  inasmuch  as  the  bnaks  had  given  no  notice 
of  an  intention  to  refuse  gold  and  sib  er  or  their  equivalent 
in  paying  out  the  deposite*  of  the  Department,  it  was  con- 
sidered no  viola  ion  of  law  to  draw  on  them  a*  if  nothing 
had  occurred  ;  foe  that  reason,  as  well  aa  to  avoid  an  abso- 
lute stoppage  of  payment,  nnd  gain  lime  to  accumulate  a 
specie  fund,  the  issue  of  warrants  on  banks  was  continued, 
but  instant  step*  were  taken  to  provide  a  >\  <  .  fund  for  the 
payment  of  such  as  might  be  returned  with  proof  of  the  refu- 
sal of  the  banks  to  pay  them  in  gold  and  silver ;  by  the 
time  they  begun  to  return,  the  Department  had  an  ample 
fund  for  their  payment,  and  in  every  instance  they  have 
been  paid  in  the  legal  currency  o(  the  United  Slates.  Dy 
these  means,  without  sanctioning  or  countenancing  the 
receipt  or  disbursement  of  depreciated  bank  notes,  this  De- 
partment has  l«eu  enabled  thus  far  to  outride  the  storm, 
with  its  credit  unimpaired,  and  is  confident  in  ii*  capacity 
to  carry  on  it*  operations,  according  to  existing  law  a,  re- 
ceiving and  disbursing  gold  and  silver  only. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Hon.  Jaxka  K.  Folk,     neat  *Jj  latU  ava* » -»t  -»i  asvu 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Read,  and  the  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whom  w.i*  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
18th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  Mississippi  election, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 
They  find  a  clau-e  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  follows:      When  vacancies  happen  in  the  re p- 
re-entation  from  any  Stale,  tho  Executive  authority  there- 
of shsll  i««uc  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies." 
They  also  find  that,  by  the  F^roe  instrument,  "the  limes, 
places,   and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators 
and  representatives  shall  be  pieacril>ed  in  each  Stule  by 
the  Legidalme  thereof." 

They  also  find  certain  section*  extracted  from  a  law  of 
the  State  of  Mi'sisippi,  in  the  following  words: 
"  An  act  to  regulate  electiona  in  this  Stale.  Approved 
March  2,  1833. 
"  Sec.  1.  Me  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  That  all  cfetions  for  Representative*  to 
the  legislature  shall  be  held  at  the  court-houses  or  places 
of  holding  courts  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  un- 
less otherwise  specially  provided  for  by  law.  And  the 
time*  of  holding  6uch  election  shall  be  the  first  Monday 
and  day  following  in  November  biennially.  And  all  elec- 
tion* for  Senator*  in  the  Legislature,  for  Governor,  Rep- 
resentative* to  Congress,  sheriffs,  coroners,  nod  ull  other 
State  and  county  officers  directed  by  the  constitution  to 
be  biennially  elected,  shall  be  held  at  the  same  places  and 
on  the  same  days  of  the  year  in  which  they  aro  respective, 
ly  chosen,  a*  are  therein  directed  in  the  case  of  Represent  - 
alive*  to  the  Legislature.  aaBBB*a*e#A.--'%& 

"Sec.  2.  The  sheriff  of  each  county  in  this  State  shall, 
at  least  thirty  days  previously  to  the  time  for  holding  any 
election  in  his  county,  by  advertisement,  set  up  at  the  door 
of  the  couit-house  and  three  other  public  places  in  his 
county,  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  time  and  place  or 
place*  of  such  elections,  and  what  office*  are  lo  be  filled 
by  such  election;  and  the  sheriff,  on  the  days  of  election, 
shall  open  tho  pull  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  con- 
tinue the  same  open  until  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  ol 
each  day,  and  no  longer.  In  case  a  vacancy  happen,  and 
a  writ  of  election  shall  tie  issued  to  the  sheriff,  the  sheriff 
sh  ill  advertifto  the  said  election,  and  give  a  lime  as  near 
the  thirty  days  as  the  period  of  election*  will  allow,  provi- 
ded it  be  not  less,  in  any  case,  lhan  ten  day*." 

••Sec  7.  The  Representatives  lo  Congress  fmm  tins  State 
•hall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors,  st  the  lime  of  choos- 
ing Representatives  lo  the  Legislature,  once  iu  every  two 
year*,  to  lie  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in  November, 
in  the  year  1833  ;  and  the  reluming  ofliier  in  each  county 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  each  election,  certify  under 
his  hand  and  seal  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  given  in  his  county  to  each  candidate  lor  Con- 
gress ;  and  it  ahall  be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  8late 
10  sum  up  the  whole  number  of  voles  thus  returned,  and 
declare  the  candidates  elect,  who  may  have  the  greatest 
number  of  votes,  by  publication  in  some  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  or  neau-t  lo  i  he  si  at  ol  Government.  It  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Governor  lo  deliver  lo  the  persons  duly 
elected  proper  credentials,  under  his  hand  and  the  great 
seal  of  the  Stale,  which  shall  entitle  l  he  in  to  u  scat  in  the 
body  of  which  they  are  elected  members. n 

•'  See.  10.  All  eleclious  for  Governor,  Representatives 
to  Congress,  shciiff*,  and  other  county  officers,  ahall  be 
held  and  conducted  in  the  same  manner  ;  provided,  that 
the  return*  for  every  election  for  Governor  ahall  be  made 
in  the  manner  presented  in  the  constitution." 
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committee  further  find  that  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  issued  writs  of  election  in  form  a*  fol- 
low*, viz  : 

•«  By  Charlu  Lynch,  Governor  of  the  State  of  MU»!i- 
tippi,  to  the  Sheriff  of  ■  county,  greeting  .• 
Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  Suite*  has  con- 
voked Congress  to  meet  ou  the  first  Monday  of  September 
neit ;  and  wheieas  a  vacancy  has  occared  in  the  represent- 
ation of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  servico  for  which  Messrs.  Claiborne 
and  Oholson  were  elected  : 

'<  I  do  therefore  issue  this  writ,  authorizing  and  requir- 
ing you  to  bold  an  election  in  your  county  on  the  third 
Monday  and  day  following  in  July  nest,  for  two  Repre- 
sentatives to  Congress,  to  fill  said  vacancy,  until  superse- 
ded by  the  members  to  be  elected  at  the  next  regular  elec- 
tion on  the  first  Monday  and  day  following  in  November 
next ;  and  I  do  moreover  enjoin  you  to  conduct  the  same, 
in  all  respects,  conformably  to  law,  and  make  doe  return 
thereof  lo  the  Secretary  of  8 tat*.  In  testimony  whereof, 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  aod  caused  to  be  affixed  the 
great  seal  of  8tate,  at  the  town  of  Jaekeon,  this  13th  day 
of  June,  1837." 

it  appears  by  a  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  8tale,  that 
elections  were  held  in  fifty  of  the  counties  of  the  8tate  of 
Mississippi,  the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers were  elected  by  large  majorities. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  foregoing  documents  and 
circumstances,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  people  of  Mississippi 
had  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  of  expressing  themselvee  as 
io  who  should  represent  them  in  the  twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress. No  objection  is  made  from  any  quarter  to  the  right 
of  the  gentlemen  elect  to  their  seats,  only  by  and  through 
themselves  ;  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumatences  un- 
der which  the  election  was  held,  their  own  delicacy  and 
sense  of  propriety  have  prompted  them  to  invite  a  scrutiny 
into  their  right  to  seat*  in  this*House.    In  the  course  of 


scrutiny  and  investigation,  the  attention  of  tho  corn- 
ea hod  been  called  to  two  points,  which  are  supposed 


to  comprehend  the  only  possible  objections  to  the  retention 
of  their  seats  by  the  sitting  members.  The  first  point  is, 
that  clause  of  the  writ  issued  by  the  Governor,  wherein 
the  election  is  directed  to  be  held  for  two  Representaliveo 
In  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  superseded  by  the 
members  to  be  elected  at  the  next  regular  election,  on 
the  first  Monday  and  day  following,  in  November  next. 
Tho  committee  are  (with  one  exception)  of  opinion,  that 
In  attempting  to  restrict  the  term  of  service  of  the  members 
to  be  elected  at  the  special  election  ordered  as  before  stated, 
till  the  next  regular  election  in  November  next,  the  Gov- 
ernor transcended  his  powers.  The  gentlemen  elected  are 
member*  for  the  whole  unexpired  term  of  the  25th  Con- 
grefs,  or  they  are  not  member*  at  all.  The  question  then 
recur* — Did  that  illegal  and  restricting  clause  in  the  writ, 
Invalidate  the  election  !  The  committee  were  almost 
unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  writ  was 
perfect  in  itself,  without  that  elauee,  its  being  there  does 
not  invalidate  the  election  held  under  it,  but  may  fairly  be 
rejected  as  surplusage :  reject  thia  as  surplusage,  then  the 
writ  is  good,  and  the  objection  amounts  to  nothing. 

But  the  second  objection,  which  would  eeem  to  be  more 
formidable,  involves  the  question  whether,  in  the  purview 
and  meaning  of  the  constitution,  such  vacancy  in  the  rep- 
resentstion  of  the  State  had  happened  as  would  justify  the 
Governor  in  authorising  n  special  election  to  fill  it.  On 
this  question  the  committee  were  divided.  A  majority  of 
them  were  of  opinion  (hat  a  vacancy  existed,  end  such  a 
vacancy  as  was  pregnant  with  all  the  evils  which  could 
arise  from  a  vacancy  happening  in  any  other  manner;  and 
at  the  words  of  the  constitution  are  broad  enough  to  em- 


giving  them  a  practical  construction,  they  should  not  be 
considered  applicable  as  affording  a  remedy  in  this  case  as 
well  as  those  arising  from  death  or  resignation,  ft  is  evi- 
dent that  all  the  evils  arising  from  vacancies  by  death  or 
resignation  would  exiat  in  a  vacancy  produced  by  the  ex- 
piration of  tho  tern  of  member*  prior  to  the  election  of 

the  constitution  will  fairly  adroit  of  the  construction  eon- 
tended  for,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  say  the  remedy  prescri- 
bed  was  not  intended  for  this  case.  On  the  contrary,  the) 
committed  are  of  opminion  that  the  constitution  authorize* 
the  Executive  power  of  the  State*  respectively  to  order  the 
filling  of  all  vacancies  which  have  actually  happened,  in 
the  mode  therein  pointed  out,  no  matter  how  the  vacan- 
cy may  have  happened,  whether  by  death,  resignation, 
or  expiration  of  the  term  of  members  previous  to  the 
election  of  their  successors.  The  word  happen,"  mule 
use  of  in  the  constitution,  is  not  necessarily  confined 
to  fortuitous  or  unforeseen  events,  but  is  equally  applicable 
to  ail  events  which  by  any  means  occur  or  come  to  pas*, 
whether  foreseen  or  not;  and  a*  in  this  care  confessedly 
the  vacancy  existed,  it  may  properly  be  said  to  have  hap- 
pened, although  the  means  or  circumstances  by  which  it 
was  brought  about  may  hive  been  foreseen .  With  these 
veins,  fortified  by  many  others  which  might  be  advanced, 
a  majority  of  the  committee  have  agreed  on  the  following 
resolution,  and  instructed  their  chairman  to  report  the  same 
to  the  House : 

Hetohed,  That  Samckl  J.  Gsuilbo*  and  Job*  P.  H. 
Claibouxk  are  duly  elected  member*  of  the  *6th  t'on- 
and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  their  seats. 


[To  be  appended  to  the  above  ] 

Attor*ki  Gsaatui's  Omif, 

July  19,  18St. 

8i»:  In  obedience  to  your  direction,  I  proceed  to  stste 
my  opinion  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a  register  of 
the  land  office  for  the  Mount  Salua  district,  in  the  Stale  of 
M i»»i»*i|>pt.      "  . 

The  facta  in  the  ease  I  understend  to  be  these:  After 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1631,  and  before  their  meeting  in  December  ef  the  lime 
year,  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  above-mentioned  em>e 
of  register,  and  Samuel  Gwin  was  appointed  to  fill  it. 
During  the  late  session  of  Congress,  he  was  regularly 
nominated  to  the  Senate,  and  rejected  by  them.  The 
President  having  afterward*  ri*ceived  strong  testinv niais 
in  his  favor  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  end  being  re- 
quested by  one  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  to  renomi- 
nate him,  bis  name  was  again  sent  to  the  8enate,  with 
the  additional  recommendations  which  had  been  forward- 
ed to  the  President.  The  second  nomination  was  made 
on  the  1 1th  of  June  last.  It  was  considered  on  the  Kith 
of  July,  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  on  the  18th  of  July, 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  following  resolution  waa 
moved  and  considered  J 

"  Reoohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
informed  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  tske 
any  proceeding  on  the  renomination  oi  Samuel  Gwin  to 
be  register  of  the  land  office  at  Mount  Sal  us,  in  Mt«is»ip- 
pi,  during  the  present  session." 

This  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned  without  taking  any  further  order  in  the 
matter. 


In  thia  state  of  things,  can  the  President,  during  the  le- 
ss, appoint  Mr.  Gwin,  or  any  one  else,  to  the  office  be- 


ceas, 

fore-mentioned  ! 

The  office  was  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May 
6,  1889.  As  the  President  is  required  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  it  be- 
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have  been  legally  established  for  that  purpose,  provided 
the  constitution  confers  on  him  the  power. 

The  constitution  gives  him  the  right  "to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session." 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Gwin,  during  the  last  rocese, 
"filled  up"  the  vacancy  which  had  then  happened,  and 
(ho  office  remained  full,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment  ahJ  acceptance  until  the  close  of 
the  late  session.  Tlie  nomination  made,  not  being  con- 
firmed by  the  8enale,  the  commission  granted  by  the 
President  expired  at  the  end  of  the  session,  and  the  mo- 
ment after  it  closed  the  office  again  became  vacant.  This 
was  a  new  vacancy. 

Has  this  second  vacancy  happened  during  the  reccs*  of 
the  Senate,  so  aa  to  authorize  the  President  to  (ill  it,  un- 
der the  grant  of  power  contained  in  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution al»ove  referred  to  1 

It  has,  I  know,  been  contended  that,  in  order  to  enable 
the  President  to  make  the  appointment,  the  vacancy  must 
take  place  during  the  recess.  In  other  words,  that  the 
office  must  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate,  and  become  vacant  afterwards. 

I  cannot  think  that  this  is  the  true  interpretation  of  the 
article  in  question.  The  constitution  was  formed  for 
practical  purposes,  and  a  construction  that  defeats  the 
very  object  of  the  grant  of  power  cannot  be  a  true  one. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  the  offices 
created  by  law,  and  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
of  the  Government,  should  always  be  full,  or,  at  all  eventa, 
that  the  vacancy  should  not  be  a  protracted  one.  A  Gov- 
ernment cannot  go  on,  nor  accomplish  the  purpose*  for 
which  it  ia  established,  without  having  the  services  of 
proper  officers  to  execute  the  various  duties  required  by 
law.  To  guard  against  any  abase  of  the  appointing  pow- 
er by  the  President,  the  approbation  of  the  Senate  is  re- 
quired. But  as  it  was  foreseen,  from  the  various  contin- 
gencies and  uncertainties  to  which  human  affairs  are  liable, 
vacancies  might  be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  in  offices  which  the  public  interest  required  to  be 
tilled,  the  power  above-mentioned  was  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  order  to  provide  against  the  evil  of  requiring  a  va- 
cancy to  continue  in  every  case  until  the  Senate  could  be 
convened ;  and  the  further  evil  of  calling  them  together 
upon  every  one  of  the  vacancies  which  might  expectedly 
be  found  to  exist  during  the  recess.  But  the  control  of 
the  Senate  over  appointments  to  such  vacancies  is  effect- 
ually preserved  by  the  limited  term  for  which  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  make  them. 

Suppose  an  officer  to  die  in  a  distant  part  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  his  death  not  to  be  known  in  Washington 
until  after  the  adjournment :  must  the  office  remain  vacant 
until  the  Senate  can  1k»  couvened  ?  It  is  admitted  by  every 
one  that  the  President  may  appoint  in  such  cases,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Government  has  continually  conformed  to 
that  construction.  But  if  the  constitution  required  that 
the  office  should  be  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment, 
and  that  the  vacancy  should  take  place  afterwards,  then 
the  President  could  not  appoint,  for  in  the  cases  above 
mentioned,  the  vacancy  happens  during  the  session,  and 
the  office  is  not  full  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment.  It 
becomes  vacant  the  moment  the  incumbent  dies,  and  the 
notice  does  nothing  more  than  inform  the  President  that  a 
vacnncy  has  happened,  and  it  informs  him  at  the  same 
time  (hat  it  took  place  while  the  Senate  was  in  session, 
and  not  during  the  recess. 

I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  said  that  in  these  cases  the 
vacancy  must  be  regarded  aa  happening  when  the  notice 
of  the  death  is  received,  and  that  therefore  such  a  vacancy 
is  to  be  considered  as  happening  after  the  adjournment 
and  during  the  recess.  But  how  can  it  be  so  considered 
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in  opposition  to  the  admitted  fact  ?  There  are  no  words 
in  the  constitution  that  justify  such  an  interpretation.  It 
does  not  apeak  of  the  notice  of  a  vacancy,  but  of  the  exist' 
ence  of  a  vacancy.  It  does  not  say,  if  a  vacancy  shall  be- 
come known,  but  if  a  vacancy  shall  "  happen  ."  and  if  the 
words  of  the  constitution  give  the  power  to  fill  those  va- 
cancies only  which  take  place  after  the  adjournment,  then 
j  the  vacancies  I  have  just  mentioned  could  not  be  filled. 

It  is  manifest,  however,  that  the  constitution  could  not 
!  have  intended  to  place  such  cases  on  a  different  footing 
|  from  vacancies  which  occur  after  the  adjournment.  There 
!  is  no  reason  for  a  distinction  between  them.  And  the 
|  words  used  in  the  constitution  do  not,  I  think,  by  any  fair 
construction,  require  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  It  was  in- 
tended to  provide  for  those  vacancies  which  might  arise 
from  accident,  and  the  contingencies  to  which  human 
affairs  must  always  be  liable.  And  if  it  falls  out  that, 
from  death,  inadvertence,  or  mistake,  an  office  required  by 
law  to  be  filled,  is  in  the  recess  found  to  be  vacant,  then  a 
vacancy  has  happened  in  the  recess,  and  the  President 
may  fill  it.  This  appears  to  be  the  common  sense  and 
natural  import  of  the  words  used.  They  mean  the  Sams 
thing  as  if  the  constitution  had  said,  "if  there  happen 
to  be  any  vacancies  during  the  recess."  The  framers  of 
the  constitution  had  provided  for  the  filling  the  offices, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate:  but  foreseeing  that, 
from  the  various  casualties  to  which  human  concerns  are 
exposed,  vacancies  would  be  found  during  the  recess,  they 
give  poweT  to  fill  them,  until  an  opportunity  can  be  afford- 
ed of  bringing  the  appointments  before  the  Senate— and 
they  use  words  which  denote  the  character  of  the  vacan- 
cies which  they  foresee  may  occur,  and  for  which  they  are 
providing.  He  may  fill  up  vacancies  which  "happen" 
during  tbe  recess.  But  vacancies  are  not  designedly  to 
be  kept  open  by  the  President,  until  tbe  recess,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  control  of  the  Senate.  And  the 
word  "  happen"  is  used  to  describe  the  class  and  kind  of 
vacancies,  and  not  the  particular  time  at  which  they  took 
place. 

I  might  suggest  another  case,  showing  that  the  restricted 
construction  contended  for  cannot  be  tbe  one  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  Suppose  a  nomination 
mode  to  a  vacant  office,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate :  the 
office  is  not  full  until  the  person  appointed  accepts.  Sup- 
pose he  refuses  to  accept,  and  his  refusal  is  not  known  un- 
til after  the  adjournment :  in  such  a  case  the  original  va- 
cancy would  remain  unfilled ;  ami  as  it  took  place  during 
the  session,  and  not  after  the  adjournment,  the  President 
could  not  fill  it.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  such  cases 
were  intended  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  iiower  graMed  to 
him. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  power,  if  possessed  by  the 
President,  may  be  so  used  as  to  defeat  the  intention  of  the 
constitution,  and  exclude  the  Senate  from  all  share  in  ap- 
pointment!!. The  answer  to  such  un  objection  appears  to 
be  a  plain  one.  If  the  President  wilfully  abuses  a  power 
given  to  him,  the  constitution  has  provided  a  remedy.  In 
thia  case  the  Senate  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of  acting, 
but  have  not  acted,  and  have  held  the  nomination  under 
advisement,  and  left  it  to  fall  vacant  as  soon  as  they  ad- 
journed. They  muat  be  supposed  to  have  had  sufficient 
reasons  for  keeping  the  nomination  in  their  power,  and 
suspending  their  action  upon  it.  The  President  could  not 
nominate  another  person  for  tbe  same  office  until  this  was 
disposed  of,  and  waa  either  withdrawn  by  him  or  finally 
acted  on  by  tbe  Senate.  And  aa  the  Senate  have  bad  an 
opportunity  of  acting,  but  have  determined  to  suspend  their 
decision,  1  cannot  see  how  an  appointment,  now  made  by 
the  President,  ean  be  supposed  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  Senate.  There  is  nothing  in  the  case  that  can  be 
construed  into  a  desire  to  avoid  their  constitutional  control. 

If,  however,  the  restricted  interpretation  contended  for 
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were  admitted,  Hill,  in  the  case  before  me,  the  President 
would  have  the  right  to  appoint.  The  vacancy  did  lake 
place  in  the  rece»s.  The  former  appointment  continued 
during  the  aeeaion,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  until  after  they 
adjourned.  The  vacancy  followed  the  adjournment ;  and 
whether  it  took  place  immediately  afterwards  or  at  a  dis- 
tant interval  can  make  no  difference.  If  it  took  place  after 
the  adjournment,  it  happened  during  the  recess,  according 
to  the  narrowest  interpretation  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
article ;  and  consequently,  even  in  that  view  of  the  subject, 
the  President  has  a  right  to  fill  it. 

I  do  not,  however,  desire  to  place  my  opinion  on  this 
ground;  but  upon  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  construction 
of  the  constitution,  as  before  staled. 

In  the  case  of  Amos  Binney,  Mr.  Adams  must  have  pro- 
ceeded on  the  same  construction  of  the  constitution  with 
the  one  I  have  given. 

The  commission  of  Amos  Dinner,  as  navy  agent  of  the 
port  of  Boston,  expired  by  operation  of  law  on  February 
16,  1825,  during  the  session  of  Congress.  He  was  nom- 
inated for  the  same  office  February  26,  1 825.  The  session 
closed  on  the  8d  of  March,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  with- 
out acting  on  the  nomination.  Tbcy  were  convened  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1825,  by  the  summons  of  the  President — 
and  on  tbo  7th,  Mr.  Binney  was  again  nominated.  On 
the  9th  this  nomination  was  postponed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  following ;  and  they  adjourn- 
ed on  the  same  day,  leaving  this  vacancy  unfilled.  On 
the  22d  of  March,  1825,  during  the  recess,  Mr.  Binney  was 
appointed  by  the  President  to  the  office  above  mentioned. 

Here,  then,  was  a  vacancy  which  occurred  during  the 
session — was  known  to  have  taken  place — was  left  unfilled 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  was  afterwards,  during  the 
recess,  filled  up  by  the  President.  I  know  of  no  precedent 
in  favor  of  the  opposite  construction.  And  an  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  Mount  8a- 
lus  district,  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  would  pro- 
duce serious  inconvenience  to  the  public,  and  the  vacancy 
is,  in  my  judgment,  one  of  that  character  which  the  con- 
stitution contemplated  in  the  grant  of  power  before  men- 
tioned, I  respectfully  advise  that  the  ap|x>inttnenl  be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, H.  B.  TANEY. 

P.  S.  Since  the  aforegoing  opinion  was  prepared,  I 
have  caused  the  records  of  my  office  to  be  examined  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  whether  this  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
fore any  of  my  predecessors;  and  I  find  an  opinion  given 
by  Mr.  Wirt,  when  he  was  Attorney  General,  dated  Octo- 
ber 22,  1823,  and  while  Mr.  Monroe  was  President,  in 
which  he  gives  to  the  constitution  the  same  construction 
that  I  have  placed  on  it — and  advised  the  President  that 
he  haxl  a  right  to  fill  any  vacancies  which  "happen  to  ex- 
ist" during  the  recess,  although  the  vacancy  took  place 
while  the  Senate  was  in  session,  and  continued  at  the  time 
of  the  adjournment. 

To  the  Pbesivknt. 

Orrica  of  thb  Attosnet  Gissmai,  U.  8., 

October  22,  1823. 

8im:  Under  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1820,  <<  to  limit 
the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers  named  therein,"  &c,  I 
find  that  General  Swartwoul's  commission,  as  navy  agent 
at  New  York,  expired  during  Ihe  last  session  of  the  Sen- 
ale.  Your  nomination  of  another  person  to  fill  that  va- 
cancy was  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  the  vacancy 
still  exists. 

Tt  it  the  case,  then,  of  a  vacancy  which  arose  during  the 
session  of  the  Senate,  but  which,  from  what  has  been  men- 
tioned, continues  to  exist  in  the  recess.  The  question  on 
which  you  ask  my  opinion,  is,  whether,  under  the  consti- 
tution, you  can  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  commission  to  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session  » 


The  provisions  of  the  > 

1.  That  the  President  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  all  offi- 
cers, &c. 

2.  That  the  President  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  up  all 
vacancies  that  "  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session." 

Hsd  this  vacancy  first  occurred  during  Ihe  recess  of  the 
Senate,  no  doubt  would  have  arisen  as  to  the  President's 
power  to  fill  it.  The  doubt  arises  from  the  rircomstance 
of  its  having  firti  occurred  during  the  session  of  the  Sen- 
ale.  But  the  expression  used  by  the  constitution  is  "Aop- 
pen" — all  vacancies  that  may  hajtpen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate.  The  most  natural  sense  of  this  term  is  •«  to 
chance— to  fall  out— to  take  place  by  accident."  But  the 
expression  seems  not  perfectly  clear.  It  may  i 
pen  to  take  place,"  that  is  "to  originate ," 
sense  the  President  would  not  have  the  power  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  It  may  mean  also,  without  violence  to  the  sense, 
"  happen  to  exist;"  under  which  sense  the  President  would 
have  the  right  to  fill  it  by  hia  temporary  commission. 
Which  of  these  two  senses  is  to  be  preferred  !  The  first 
seems  to  me  most  accordant  with  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  the  second  most  accordant  with  its  reason  and  spirit. 

The  meaning  of  the  constitution  seems  to  me  to  result  in 
this:  that  the  President  alone  cannot  make  a  permanent 
appointment  to  those  offices;  that  to  render  Ihe  appointment 
permanent,  it  must  receive  the  consent  of  the  8enate,  but 
that  whensoever  a  vacancy  shall  exist  which  the  puMic  in- 
terest requires  to  be  immediately  filled,  and  in  filling  which 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  8enate  cannot  be  immediately 
asked,  because  of  their  recess,  the  President  shall  have  the 


power  of  filling  it  by  an  appointment,  to  continue  only  > 
til  the  8enate  shall  have  passed  upon  it;  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  till  the  end  of  the  next  session. 

The  substantial  purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  keep 
these  offices  filled,  and  powers  adequate  to  this  purpose 
were  intended  to  be  conveyed.  But  if  the  President  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  thus  circumstanced, 
the  powers  are  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  substance 
of  the  constitution  will  lie  sacrificed  to  a  dubious  construc- 
tion of  its  letter. 

Put  the  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in  an  office  held  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  country,  on  the  last  day  of  the  Senate's 
KC»aion  :  before  the  vacancy  is  made  known  to  the  President 
the  Senate  rises.  The  office  may  be  an  important  one. 
The  vacancy  may  paralyze  a  whole  line  of  action  in  some 
essential  branch  of  our  internal  police.  The  public  inter- 
ests may  imperiously  demand  that  it  shall  be  immediately 
filled.  But  the  vacancy  happened  to  occur  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate,  and  if  the  President's  power  is  to  be 
limited  to  such  vacancies  only  as  happen  to  occur  during 
the  recess  of  the  8enate,  the  vacancy,  in  the  case  pot,  must 
continue,  however  ruinous  the  consequences  rosy  he  to  the 
public.  Cases  of  this  character  might  be  easily  multiplied  ; 
and  it  would  seem  to  be  highly  desirable  to  avoid  a  con- 
struction which  would  produce  effects  so  extensively  per- 
nicious, if  it  can  be  done  with  a  just  respect  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution. 

Now,  if  we  interpret  the  word  "  happen"  as  being  mere- 
ly equivalent  to  <<  happen  to  exist,"  as  I  think  we  may  le- 
gitimately do,  then  all  vacancies,  which  from  any  casualty 
h  ippen  to  exist  at  a  time  when  the  8enate  cannot  be  con- 
sulted aa  to  filling  them,  may  be  temporarily  filled  by  the 
President,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  constitution  is 
completely  accomplished.  The  easuslty  which  has  pre- 
vented the  co-operation  of  the  Senate,  may  be  such  as  in 
the  case  hypothetically  stated  above.  It  may  arise  from 
various  other  causes:  the  sudden  dissolution  of  that  body 
bv  some  convulsion  of  nature;  the  falling  of  the  building  in 
which  they  hold  their  sessions;  a 
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pestilence  disabling  or  destroying  a  quorum  of  that  body ; 
such  an  invasion  of  the  enemy  as  renders  tbelr  reassemble 
elsewhere  impracticable  or  inexpedient,  and  a  thousand 
other  causes  whkh  cannot  be  foreseen.  It  may  ausc,  too, 
from  rejecting  a  nomination  by  the  President  in  the  last 
hour  of  their  session,  and  inadvertently  rising  before  any 
nomination  can  be  made  In  all  these  case*  there  is  no 
guilt  either  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  or  of  the  President. 
But  by  some  casualty  the  vacancy  happens  to  continue 
and  to  exist  in  the  recess:  and  the  public  good,  nay,  even 
the  safety  of  the  nation,  may  require  it  forthwith  to  be  filled. 
Looking  to  the  reason  of  the  esse,  why  ahould  not  the 
President  have  the  power  to  fill  it  1  In  reason,  it  seems  to 
me  perfectly  immaterial  when  the  vacancy  first  arose ;  for 
whether  it  arose  during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  or  during 
their  recess,  it  equally  requires  to  be  filled.  The  -onstitu- 
tiou  does  not  look  to  the  moment  of  the  origin  of  the  va- 
cancy, but  to  the  slate  of  things  at  tho  point  of  time  at  which 
the  President  is  called  on  to  act.  Is  the  Senate  in  session  ? 
then  he  must  make  a  nomination  to  that  body.  Is  it  in 
recess  I  then  the  President  must  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  tem- 
porary commission. 

This  seems  to  me  the  only  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  is  compatible  with  its  spirit,  reason,  and  purposr, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  it  offers  no  violence  to  ils  'an~ 
guage;  and  these,  I  think,  are  tho  governing  points  to 
which  all  sound  construction  looks. 

The  opposite  construction  is,  perhaps,  more  strictly  con- 
sonant with  the  mere  letter.  But  it  overlooks  the  spirit, 
reason,  and  purpose;  and,  like  all  constructions  merely  lit- 
eral, its  tendency  is  to  defeat  the  substantial  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  so  produce  the  most  embarrassing  in- 
conveniences. 

The  construction  which  I  prefer  is  perfectly  innocent. 
It  cannot  possibly  produce  mischief  without  imputing  to 
the  President  a  degree  of  turpitude  entirely  inconsistent 
with  the  character  which  his  office  implies,  as  well  as  with 
the  high  responsibility  and  shorl  tenure  annexed  to  that 
office;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  iusures  to  the  public  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  to  which  the  constitution  so 
sedulously  looks,  that  the  offices,  connected  with  their 
peace  and,  safely,  lie  regularly  filled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  WM.  WIRT. 

The  PnrstmsT  nf  the  United  State*. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  (.Means, 
in  the  State  of  I*/uisia»at  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank.    September  12,  1837,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Means. 

To  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Representative  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  New  Orleans  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce respectfully  represent*: 

That  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  currency,  and  the 
consequent  depressed  state  of  the  commercial  and  other 
great  interests  of  the  country,  have  induced  your  memo- 
rialists to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  Ibis  re- 
sult, with  the  view  of  ascertaining  such  remedial  measures 
as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  apply ;  with  a 
firm  reliance  that  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  will  insure  that  mature  considera- 
tion of  this  important  subject,  and  will  induce  such  action 
as  will  relieve  our  country  from  the  unprecedented  embar- 
rassment under  which  it  now  suffers. 

In  submitting  the  views  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  New  Orleans  on  the  subject,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  take 
•  retrospective  view  of  the  condition  of  this  country  during 
the  existence  of  the  Idle  National  Bank,  and  also  of  its 


condition  since  the  extinction  of  said  bank  under  the  Slate 
bank  system. 

During  the  former  period,  the  prudential  course  of  pol- 
icy pursued  by  that  institution  preserved  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  generally  in  a  sound  and  healthful  slate ; 
property  had  a  gradual  and  natural  upward  tendency ;  ag- 
riculture, manufactures,  and  commerce  were  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition ;  extravagant  speculations  were  rarely  entered 
into,  or,  if  entered  into,  were  speedily  checked  by  the 
wholesome  restrictive  power  judiciously  exercised  by  the 
bank  ;  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  proportionate  with 
the  natural  demand  consequent  on  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  wealth ;  the  national  revenues,  increasing  from 
the  same  causes,  were  collected  and  disbursed  throughout 
our  extended  territory  without  expense  and  without  loss. 

Among  other  advantages  that  experience  has  proven  were 
derived  from  this  institution,  the  following  may  be  adduced  : 

1st.  Its  circulation  had  such  universal  confidence  that  it 
could  be,  and  was,  rendered  practically  useful  for  all  com- 
mercial and  domestic  purposes,  from  one  extreme  of  the 
Union  to  the  other,  at  its  nominal  value,  without  any  dis- 
count whatever. 

2d.  It  regulated,  on  safe  and  equitable  principles,  the 
course  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchanges ;  by  the  former, 
the  people  were  enabled  to  transmit  funds  from  one  dis- 
tant place  to  another  at  a  reasonable  charge ;  and,  by  the 
latter,  it  checked  the  export  of  the  precious  metals,  when 
the  rite  of  premium,  owing  to  large  importations  of  foreign 
merchandise,  or  other  causes,  was  advancing  so  as  to  tempt 
their  exportation. 

3d.  Its  discounts  of  local  business  paper  were  generally 
fully  adequate  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  community  ; 
and  its  aid,  in  this  respect,  was  often  interposed  when  the 
then  comparatively  few  State  banks  were  unable  to  givo 
the  needful  assistance. 

4lh.  Ils  vast  means,  in  consequence  of  the  universal 
confidence  in  its  emission*,  enabled  it  to  expand  during 
those  period*  of  commercial  pressure  that  are  unavoidable, 
and  that  cause  a  rapid  contraction  of  the  means  of  local  banks, 
at  the  time  their  aid  is  most  required  by  the  community. 

5th.  It  exercised  a  wholesome  check  on  the  emissions 
of  the  State  banks,  whenever  these  emissions  were  exces- 
sive, and  were  tending  to  introduce  a  spirit  of  dangerous 
sjieculation. 

6th.  Pending  the  existence  of  the  National  Bank,  man- 
ufactures of  all  kinds,  raw  produce,  &c,  generally  bore  a 
value  about  commensurate  with  the  proportion  of  supply 
and  consumption  ;  consequently,  investments  made  therein 
were  comparatively  safe  to  the  parlies  concerned,  and, 
therefore,  to  the  public  at  large. 

Iu  the  year  1830  the  opinion  generally  obtained  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  re- 
newed, and,  in  1832,  the  veto  of  the  President  confirmed 
that  opinion :  measures  were  then  taken  by  Government  to 
increase  the  metallic  circulation,  by  augmenting  the  value 
of  gold  beyond  the  standard  adopted  by  other  nations.  In 
consequence  of  these  steps  the  public  mind  was  directed, 
with  intense  interest,  to  the  course  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  pursue,  in  order  to  supply  the  diminished  facilities 
that  would  result  from  the  extinction  of  the  National  Bank. 
A  new  impetus  was  given  to  the  creation  of  Slate  banks, 
until  their  number  was  increased  from  329,  in  1830,  to 
823,  iu  1837,  making  an  additional  number  of  494;  while 
from  1816  to  1830,  a  period  of  fourteen  year*,  the  increase 
had  l«cen  only  83. 

The  State  banks,  relieved  from  the  restraining  power  so 
judiciously  exercised  by  the  National  Bank,  accorded  un- 
reasonable and  indiscriminate  credits,  and  Increased  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  country  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars;  a  feverish  impulse  was  given  to  all 
classes  of  society  ;  an  unnatural  rise  occurred  in  all 
of  property  ;  the  sales  of  public  lands  weie  increased  from 
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$2,300,000,  in  1830,  to  $24,500,000  in  1836 ;  an  entire 
derangement  of  the  currency,  aa  well  as  of  the  course*  of 
foreign  and  domeatic  exchanges,  ensued,  until  finally,  at 
the  close  of  1836  and  early  in  1837,  the  banks  of  Europe, 
finding  a  great  diminution  of  the  precious  metals  in  their 
vaults,  principally  caused  by  the  influence  of  the  •*  gold 
bill"  and  the  "Treasury  circular,"  began  to  direct  re- 
strictive measures  against  those  who  were,  cither  directly 
or  indirectly,  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  this  country. 

When  this  restrictive  policy  was  made  known  in  the 
United  States,  uneatinera  and  alarm  exercised  their  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  community,  and  as  all  subse- 
quent intelligence  from  Europe  only  tended  to  increase  this 
alarm,  the  8tate  banks,  throughout  the  country,  became 
panic-struck,  and  commenced  a  course  of  curtailment, 
thereby  rapidly  reducing  the  value  of  property  of  all  de- 
scriptions, and  depriving  (heir  debtors  of  the  means  of 
meeting  promptly  their  engagements  ;  engagements  which 
had  been  induced  by  the  indiscreet  prodigality  of  these 
very  banks  themselves,  and  who  were  finally,  with  a  few 
isolated  exceptions,  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay  menu?. 

Your  memorialists,  in  illustration  of  their  views,  re- 
spectfully submit  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  domestic  and 
foreign  exchanges  at  New  Orleans,  during  the  ten  years 
preceding  the  expiration  oi  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  those  which  rule  at  the  present  time, 
and  a  statement  of  the  rates  of  discount  on  State  bank 
paper  other  than  that  of  Louisiana,  with  the  rates  of  pre- 
mium on  United  States  Bank  notes;  they  have  also  added 
a  comparative  view  of  the  rise  in  the  value  of  property 
during  the  existence  of  the  national  bank  and  since  its  ex- 
tinction. 
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The  foregoing  facts  seem  t 
strate  clearly — 

1st.  That  the  State  banks  without  the  control  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  are  incapable  of  sustaining  a  well-regulated 
currency,  and  of  furnishing  a  medium  of  negotiating  the 
foreign  and  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country;  and  ex- 
perience has,  besides,  shown  their  utter  inability  to  perform 
the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  Government  revenues. 

2d.  That  the  want  of  a  nations!  nnd  uniform  currency  is 
most  severely  felt  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  and 
bears  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  poor,  by  increasing  the 
cost  of  all  the  necessaries  of  lire,  while  the  loss  attending 
the  transmission  of  funds  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to 
another,  is  most  oppressive  on  the  internal  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  the  country. 

3d.  That  an  uncontrolled  system  of  banking,  by  giving 
an  unnatural  and  most  artificial  value  to  property,  produce, 
and  manufactures,  operate*  most  unfavorably  on  the  f 
ness  and  prosperity  ot  the  people. 

Your  memorialists,  after  the  most  mature  < 
and  guided  in  forming  their  opinion  by  long 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  importance  of  establishing  without  delay  a 
National  Bank,  with  branches,  in  the  basis  of  the  charter 


of  Itf  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  with  such 
fications  and  restrictions  as  the  wisdom  and  experience 
of  the  enlightened  representatives  of  the  nation  may  sug- 
gest ;  the  early  action  of  Congress  being  more  important,  in 
order  that  the  banks  throughout  the  Union  may  speedily 
be  enabled  to  resume  specie  payments,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  memorialists,  cannot  be  effected  until  a  Na- 
tional Bank  is  established. 

In  submitting  this  memorial  and  its  important  object  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  your  memorialists  beg  leave 
further  to  state,  that  tbey  have  been  impelled  to  address  yoa 
in  consequence  of  the  intimate  and  important  connexion 
between  the  commercial  interests  of  New  Orleans  and  the 
agricultural  interests  of  more  than  half  the  Slates  of  the 
Union,  a  moiety  of  the  whole  exports  of  the  domestic  pro 
duce  of  the  United  Stales  being  shipped  from  this  city  ;  the 
deep  interest  they  therefore  fret  in  the  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure by  which  the  exchanges  of  the  country  may,  at  all 
times,  be  negotiated  on  terms  favorable  to  the  agricultural 
interests,  on  the  prosperity  of  which  our  city  is  so  depend- 
ent, induces  them  to  believe  that  their  prayer  will  be 
favorably  received ;  and  they,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray,  cVc. 

SAMUEL  J.  PETERS,  President. 


NATIONAL  BANK. 


Memorial  of  3,3f»5  merchants  and  imdertof  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  the  creation  of  "a  Specie-paying  Ra- 
tional Inttitution."    September  28,  1S37,  read,  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Reprttentatnti 
of  the  United  Stales  in  Cungrts*  assembled  ; 
The  memorial  of  the  subscrilters,  merchants  and  tradrrs 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  re- 
spectfully represents: 

That,  in  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  embarrassed  by 
no  great  political  struggles,  surrounded  by  all  the  elements 
of  prosperity,  we  find  our  country  involved  in  financial 
ruin;  the  hand  of  industry  arrested;  all  harmony  and  con- 
cert in  our  monetary  operations  destroyed  ;  all  interchanges 
of  property  impeded  ;  all  internal  exchanges  embarrassed, 
and  the  whole  nation  forced  to  the  desperate  resort  of  a 
of  specie  payments.    Thus  are 
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derail  insecure,  public  end  private  faith  violated,  the  value 
of  property  unsettled,  and  the  people  exposed  to  the  impo- 
sition of  uncontrolled  issues  of  irredeemable  State  bank 
notes.  In  addition  to  those  disasters,  new  enterprises, 
which  would  furnish 
the  mechanic,  and 
in  fine,  general  con! 
controlled,  is  the  safe  basis  of  agricultural  and  commercial 
prosperity,  annihilated. 

Your  memorialists  confidently  avow  the  belief,  that  the 
only  remedy  for  these  accumulated  evils  is  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  your  honorable  bodies;  that  it  exists  in  the 
creation  of  a  specie-paying  national  institution,  obligated 
to  perform  such  fiscal  duties  as  may  he  required  by  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  energies  and  resources  shall  chiefly  be 
directed  to  the  collection  of  moneys,  and  furnishing  of 
drafts  on  all  parts  of  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  effect  an 
equalization  of  exchanges  throughout  tho  country.  Such 
an  institution,  by  extending  its  prosperous  influences  to 
the  threshold  of  every  citisen,  would,  your  memorialists 
believe,  provo  a  national  blessing. 

In  the  creation  of  such  an  institution,  two  great  objects, 
intimately  connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  nation, 
would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  memorialists,  be  at- 
tained : 

1  ■  A  resumption  of  specie  payments,  without  which  no 
■ate  standard  of  value  can  exist. 

2.  An  equalization,  so  far  as  practicable,  of  the  exchan- 
ges of  the  United  States. 

As  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to  organize  such  an 
institution,  no  doubt,  it  is  presumed,  can  now  bo  enter- 
tained. It  was  exercised  during  the  administration  of 
Washington,  and  has  received  in  some  form,  more  or  lesa 
direct,  the  sanction  of  all  his  successors. 

Your  memorialists  accordingly  request  that  Congress 
will  create  such  an  institution  as  is  herein  suggested,  by 
which  great  advantages  will  be  conferred  on  the  country, 
while  the  tights  of  the  General  Government  and  of  the 
States  may  at  the  same  time  be  scrupulously  protected  from 
encroachment  and  injury. 

And  your  memorialists,  ss  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray. 

Niw  York,  September  18,  183'/. 


MODE  OF  COLLECTING  THE  REVENUE  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE. 

September  14,  1837,  submitted  bu  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Mode  in  which  the  revenues  of  Great  Britain  are  carried 
into  the  Itechenucr. 
The  public  revenue  of  Great  Britain  is  gathered  from 
the  people  by  a  class  of  officers  termed  collectors,  except  j 
the  stamp  duties,  which  aro  collected  by  distributors  of 
stamps. 

Tho  money  when  so  collected  is  paid  over  to  a  superior 
class  of  office  re  called  receivers  general,  by  whom  it  is  paid 
into  tbo  Exchequer. 

The  office  of  receiver  general  is  one  of  high  antiquity, 
and  is  recognised  as  being  in  existence  by  many  ancient 
statutes.  Originally  it  probably  designated  the  receivers  of 
the  Crown  rents  and  feudal  charges,  which  constituted  so 
great  a  portion  of  the  ancient  royal  revenue.  Until  the 
Commonwealth,  the  revenues  arising  from  subsidies,  ship 
money,  dec.,  were  collected  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  several 
counties;  but  since  the  restoration,  most  of  the  payments 
into  the  Exchequer  have  been  made  through  the  receivers 
general.  At  present  there  are  receivers  general  for  each 
distinct  branch  of  the  royal  revenue. 


For  the  land  tax,  there  is  one  who  Is  stationed  at  Lon- 
don, to  whom  the  collectors  of  this  branch  pay  or  remit 
the  sums  collected  at  specific  periods. 

For  the  attested  taxet,  excise,  there  are  fifty  for 
England,  and  one  for  Scotland.  The  receivers  general  of 
assessed  taxes  in  England,  have  each  a  distinct  district  of 
country  allotted  to  them,  and  make  their  payments  into  tho 
Exchequer  at  stated  periods,  from  weekly  to  monthly,  ac- 
cording to  the  distance  from  London  and  their  average 
amount  of  receipts.  The  term  is  generally  about  every 
20  daya.  The  remittances  are,  for  the  most  part,  through 
private  bankers,  excepting  where  the  Bank  of  England 
has  recently  established  branches  in  near  add  convenient 
situations. 

For  the  stamp  duties,  there  is  one  receiver  general  for 
England  and  one  for  Scotland.  The  distributors  in  Eng- 
land remit  monthly  to  the  receiver  general,  generally  in  bills 
of  exchange  running  from  15  to  30  days  In  Scotland  the 
distributors  remit  weekly  to  the  receiver  general  at  Edin- 
burgh, who  remits  by  bills  of  exchange  to  the  Bank  of 
England  alternately  through  the  six  principal  private  bank- 
ing establishments  in  that  city,  three  of  them  being  joint- 
stock  companies. 

For  the  customs,  there  is  one  receiver  general  at  Lou- 
don, who  is  bound  to  pay  his  receipts  in  money,  drafts, 
bills  of  exchange,  dec,  daily  into  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 

These  amounts  are  paid  into  the  Exchequer  weekly  for 
each  receiver,  in  the  following  manner,  though  for  this  and 
other  payments  three  bank  clerks  attend  daily  at  the  Ex- 
chequer. The  bank  writes  off  the  amount  of  the  weekly 
payments  in  cash,  which  is  expressed  in  a  bank  note  drawn 
in  a  form  prescribed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury ;  which  note,  duly  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  is  delivered  to  the  receiver  general  or  his  clerk,  duly 
authorized,  by  whom  it  is  paid  into  the  Exchequer  as  so 
much  cash.  It  is  expressly  provided  by  law  thai  this  note 
shall  be  received  at  lbs  Exchequer  as  cash. 

The  receiver,  upon  such  payment,  is  discharged  for  the 
amount  so  paid,  and  the  bank  made  liable,  and  the  sums 
thus  made  available  for  the  public  service — the  note  being 
evidence  of  the  possession  of  so  much  public  money  by  tbo 
lianlc,  or  rather  being  so  much  money  itself— tho  forms  or 
the  Exchequer  being  satisfied  by  the  placing  the  note  re- 
ceived from  the  bank  in  the  chest,  under  lock  and  key  of 
the  Treasury  officers. 

The  collectors  of  tho  customs  and  of  the  assessed  taxes 
are  specially  authorised  and  instructed  to  make  various  pay. 
ments  out  of  the  moneys  received  by  them  to  pensioners, 
officers  on  half  pay  residing  in  their  neighborhood,  local 
militia,  and  other  public  charges.  The  vouchers  for  such 
payments  are  probably  received  and  passed  to  their  credit  as 
so  much  cash  :  so  in  the  colonics  the  collectors  pay  over  to 
the  military  chest,  or  paymasters  of  the  army  on  the  apot, 
and  their  receipt*  are  vouchers  for  the  payment,  with  tbo 
previous  instructions. 

Statutes  in  which  receivers  are  referred  to  as  existing 
officers : 

Stat,  de  Sacrano,  51  H.  3;  Westminister  2d,  13  E.  I: 
34  A  35  H.  8  ;  7  E.  6 ;  13  Cliz.  (See  special  report  and 
evidence,  A.  D.  1831—2.) 

Other  payments  arc  made  daily  by  various  persons  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  in  coin  or  Bank  of  England  notes,  which 
are  now  by  law  money  itself— being  a  tender  for  all  public 
and  private  duct,  except  by  the  b  ink  itself. 

Tho  three  bank  clerks  take  the  money  through  the  day, 
and  on  a  wastebook  tbo  tellers  charge  it  to  them,  and  cause 
proper  receipts  to  be  given  by  the  proper  officers  to  thore 
who  pay  it  in. 

Through  the  day  the  tellers  give  a  minute  to  the  bank 
clerks  of  the  sums* daily  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
which  those  clerks  pay  out  on  the  spot  from  the  money  they 
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have  brought  with  thorn  in  the  morning  from  the  bunk, 
with  the  charge  they  keep  in  their  own  private  chest,  in 
the  Exchequer.  After  2  o'clock  the  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  day  are  balanced,  and  if  the  bank  clerks  have  re- 
ceived more  than  they  have  paid  oat  on  account  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, ihey  pay  over  the  balance  on  the  spot,  and  it  is 
put  in  the  proper  iron  chest  of  the  Exchequer. 

If  they  have  paid  out  more,  the  iron  Exchequer  chest  is 
opened,  and  the  balance  paid  on  the  spot  to  the  bank 

The  local  collectors  sometimes  take  bank  notes  of  the 
joint-stock  companies,  and  of  private  bankers,  bat  they 
have  to  remit  funds  which  are  equivalent  to  specie,  or  are 
a  legal  tender  ,■  and  to  do  it  weekly  or  semi-monthly,  or 
monthly,  as  the  distance  and  amount  may  require. 

Mode  of  collecting,  keeping,  and  transferring  public 
money  in  France. 
1st.  Collected  by  local  officers  for  different  kind  of  taxes, 
and  in  specie  or  Government  diafts  of  various  kinds;  which 
are  deemed  equivslent,  and  are  kept  in  chests  till  paid  out 
to  creditors,  or  paid  over  to  the  local  paymasters  and  re- 


2d.  Kepi.  It  is  mostly  paid  over  to  public  officer*  and 
creditors  on  the  spot  or  near,  under  previous  instructions 
or  special  orders  and  drafts,  e.  g. — to  pensioners ;  to 
holders  of  stock  for  interest;  to  paymasters  of  army  or 
navy,  Ac. 

3d.  Transferred.  The  residue  is  remitted  to  Paris  under 
direction  of  an  officer,  who  superintends  the  movement  of 
the  funds,  or  what  we  call  transfers,  and  is  there  kept  in 
Exchequer  chests ;  and  it  is  done  by  conveying  it  in  coin 
and  drafts,  or  by  bills  of  exchange. 

This  is  accomplished  through  the  receivers  general,  who 
pat  her  up  and  remit  all  not  paid  out  in  the  several  provinces 
or  departments,  by  the  collectors,  paymasters,  dec. 

What  is  wanted  in  the  deficient  provinces,  is  then  remit- 
ted from  Paris,  if  not  sent  across  the  country  from  the  oxer- 
redundant  provinces  by  bills  of  exchange. 

A.  — Doth  in  Prance  and  England  the  national  debts  are 
so  large  that  the  balances  on  hand  at  any  one  time  are 
small. 

B.  — There  is  no  authorised  deposite  in  any  bank,  it  is 
believed  ;  hut  if  done  in  local  banks,  or  in  Bank  of  Prance, 
it  is  a  private  arrangement. 


f •  RAIN  IMPORTED  WITHIN  THE  LAST 
TWELVE  YEARS. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sluncing  the 
auantity  of  grain  imported  within  the  last  twelve  years, ■ 
tn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Heprc- 
sentntives  of  the  19//i  ultimo.  October  7,  1837,  read, 
ami  laid  upon  the  tabic. 

Trkabuut  Dbpartm  rxt,  Ochber  6,  1837. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  I9lh  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  statement  of  "how  many  bushels 
of  com,  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  other  bread -sSulH-. 
have  been,  during  the  last  twelve  years,  imported  from  for- 
eign countries  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  distin- 
guishing the  several  ports,"  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  a  report  and  statement,  prepared  by  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  which  contain  the  information  called  for, 
as  far  as  the  returns  on  file  in  his  office  enable  him  to  com- 
ply with  the  resolution. 

I  am,  very  rcpcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Trsasurt  Dxr a  n-rxtaTT, 

Register's  Office,  October  5,  1837. 

Sir:  Herewith  is  transmitted  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
quantities  and  valuea  of  grain  and  bread-stuffs  imported  into 
the  United  States  annually,  from  1821  to  the  30th  of  June, 
1 837,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  of  the  19th  of  September  list  As  the 
importations  of  these  articles  were  very  limited  previous  to 
the  year  1835,  and  the  details  previous  to  1833,  from  which 
statement  No.  3  has  been  collated,  were  destroyed  in  the 
lata  Treasury  building,  the  quantities  imported  into  the 
respective  ports  arc  stated  for  the  years  1835,  1836,  and 
nino  months  of  the  year  1837. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  barley,  rye,  dec.  which 
may  have  been  imported  into  New  York  during  the  years 
1538,  '6,  and  '7,  are  not  included  in  statement  No.  3,  the 
returns  from  that  port  not  specifying  those  items. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH. 

Hon.  Levi  WoooBcnr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  I. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  auantity  and  value  of  wheat 
flour,  wheat,  and  oats,  imported  into  the  Ignited  States 
from  1st  October,  1824,  to  30th  June,  1837. 
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Treasury  Dkpartmzxt, 

Register's  Office,  October  6,  1837. 

T.  L  SMITH,  Register, 


Digitized  by  Goo 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  Se  Seaton's  Register. 


1/5 


Grain  imported  within  the  last  twelve  years. 


[25th  Cosn.  1st  8ebs. 


No.  8. 


Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  wheat 
flour,  wheat,  and  oats,  imported  Mo  tlx  United  States 
from  the  1st  day  of  October,  1834,  to  the  30th  of  June 
1837. 


ImPOBTED  WTO. 


Wheat  Fuotn. 


1335 


isrw. 


t'.-itaaniaquuddy 
H.ilh  - 
Belfast 
Ve 


k'ork  . 
(.ham  plain  - 
Cape  Vincent 
Oswegatchie  - 
Niagara 
Sac  ken 'a  ] 
Buffalo 
Oswego 
Genesee 
Cuyahoga 
Sandusky. 
Detroit 
Philadelphia. 
Baltimore 
Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Richnioad. 
Petersburg. 
Charleston  • 
Key  West  . 
Mobile. 
New  Orleans  - 

Total  . 


1337. 


Cut 

Value. 

Cwt. 

Value. 

Cwt. 

Value. 

• 

• 

- 

1  if 

■  >i 
6 

•191 
VI  PI 

24 

77 
86 

2 

1/61 
387 

1,199 
366 

4,792 
IMM 

■s 

397 

•kp 

239 
4 

2£2I 

952 

2,4-21 
I/M9 

3.203 

40.442 

0,432 
1,133 

717 

690 
490 
930 
332 
19 
7,714 
1009 
SOI 

2,4* 

22,515 
2.069 
1,936 
748 
746 
48 

2,132 
2,372 

1,990 
16 

28 
10,709 
459 
364 
1,207 
223 
91 
5,258 
251 
300 

9,151 

60 
120 
37,598 
1,855 

am 

5,905 
819 
466 
15,223 
862 
967 

8 

20 

529 

1,210 

1,440 

3,646 

230 

907 

36 
1 

55 
5 

385 

1,162 

355 

903 

346 

1,513 

29,397 

69,976 

21 ,367 

62^41 

21,999 

j  78/42 

STATEMENT  No.  2.  Continued. 


Oats. — Continued. 


IS35. 


1K«. 


mr. 


Bui. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

79 

25 

715 

215 

64 

24 

Boston  • 

1,443 

430 

77,170 

31,598 

2,663 

1,323 

16,124 

Npw  York  • 

2,073 

852 

3T,*>2 

647 

2:» 

Clinmnlisin 

1,624 

617 

147 

41 

119 

52 

Cai.e  Vincent 

167 

48 

1.0 

Oswpcatchle  - 

55 

15 

593 

160 

59 

Niagara 

7 

3 

3,60? 

1,102 
231 

72 

22 

Sai ken's  Harbor 

730 

138 

64 

Bu:tal» 

27 

"  7 

4,019 

1,061 

Oswego 

• 

22,327 
6^30 

5,727 

64 

13 

OeneS'U 

1,495 

112 

128 

Cuyahoga. 

Sandusky. 

1* 

D.'ir..ii 

401 

1,072 

293 

163 

79 

Philadelphia  - 

1,722 

432 

26 

22 

101 

115 

Baltimore 

3,124 

1,389 

41 

64 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Ki.  Km  »r».l. 

Petersburg 

253 

136 

Key  West. 

Mohile 

8 

2 

Nc*  Orleans 

- 

54 

30 

Total  - 

7,460 

2,421 

161,552 

63^46 

4,963 

2,539 

STATEMENT  No.  2.—  Continued. 


Imported  into. 


Pa 

Bath. 
Bel  last. 
Vermont - 
Boston  - 
Providence. 
New  York 
Champlain 
Cape  Vincent  - 
Oswegatchie 
Niagara  - 
Sacketl's  Harbor 
Fiitfitlo  • 
Oswego  - 
Genesee  ■ 
Cuyahoga, 
Sandusky 
Detroit  . 
Philadel|.hu 
Baltimore 
Georgetnwn.D.C 
Rlchuaond 
Petersburg 
Charleston 
West, 
la. 

New  Orleans, 
Total 


Wheat. 


lf-35. 


Bus 


345 


2^70 
14,337 
76 
1,275 
666 
603 
18.06-1 
101,661 
95,535 

26 
3,687 
1 


Value. 


1336. 


•351 


2,291 
14,497 
52 
1,062 
539 
497 
10,210 


Bus 


994 

6,513 


Value 


•m 

7,239 


10-1.446  137,401 


1837. 


Bushels 


81,332 

25 
2,224 


15,854 
141 
3H.y;ts 
3,707 
683 
18,631 
76.829 
100,224 


4,326 

22,210 
129,397 


•23V69  .199^47  6B3,8W 


16,7*1 

113 

29,506 
3.094 

663 
13,220 
31,673 
60,>368 


3.012 
22,291 
94,339 


6,313 
47,034 

,964,943 
30,515 
1,238 
4,032 
4,499 
1,985 
13,117 
98,722 
137,310 


1,390 
139,713 
1,(67,250 
7,427 
24.289 
23,143 


Value 


Turin  ht  DltFABTMEXT, 

Register's  Office,  October  2,  1837. 

T.  L.  8MITH,  Register. 

No.  3. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  rye,  bar- 
ley, earn,  and  other  grain,  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  1st  October,  1834,  to  20th  June,  1837. 


Rtk. 


into. 


MM. 


lie 


Bush,  Value   Bush.  Value.  Bushels 


1 3 .560  490 


•7,943 

61,032 

40,823 
1,253 
3,1J9 
1,490 
3,013 
15,712 
115,460 
151,727 


1,292 
162,2-16 
1,094.648 
7,013 
29,118 
22,615 


3,775,808 


STATEMENT  No.  2.— Continued. 


Oat». 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Passamaquoddy 
Belfast 

21 

9- 

136 

2,612 

•55 

750 

6 

437 

•3 

213 

Pas'Atnaquod  J  y . 

Vermont 
Champlain. 
Oswegatchie 
Niacara. 
Sacketl's  1 
Buffalo. 
Oswego 
Genesee 
Detroit. 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Baltimore 
Ale 


•  10 


237 


10 


•142 


3,830 

400 

2^12 

00,201 
13,911 

116,433 


Value. 


1^300 

300 
1,903 

37,225 
11,96*1 

09,-:  i 


142 


BARLEY. 


Pa.tsamai|iH»1dy 

316 

126 

Vermont. 

Champlain  • 

7 

3 

16 

12 

Oiwegalehie  - 

22 

11 

614 

385 

Niagara 

75 

78 

Sac  Kelt's  Harbor 

2,969 

1,330 

2,906 

1,268 

Buffalo 

1,690 

650 

1,363 

576 

Oswego 

15,137 

5.G29 

6,499 

3,109 

Genesee 

1,776 

717 

Detroit. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia  - 

316 

•190 

430 

260 

Baltimore. 

Alexandria. 

Key  Weal 

Total  - 

316 

190 

22,472 

8,804 

11,430 

*34» 
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Mexican  Affairs 


STATEMENT  No. 


Wro«TBi>  INTO. 


I'usamaquoiMy. 

Vermont 
•  hampUin. 
Oswei-Hicbie. 

Sncfcett's  Hailwr 
Buffalo. 

Ueiroil 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore 

Alexandria. 

Key  West  • 

Toul  • 


1835. 

1SJ7. 

Bus. 

Value. 

Bus.  jvslue. 

Bus.  | 

Value. 

25 

r» 

72 

80 

63 

69 

358 

402 

2.4TO 

2,696 

4,213 

4.713 

3,759 

3,759 

Ml 

C 

g 

31 

31 

?,870 

4,650 

5,209 

3£»  |  3/S9 

OTHER  OKA  IN  AND  MEAL. 


Passonaquoddy 

15 

1 

f>7 

Chaniplain  • 

5,993 

• 

Niagara 

- 

5 

* 

Saekett'a  HarUir 

BatTalu 

1.771 

192 

Ihwego 

Genesee. 

Detroit . 

Biioton. 

Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 

Aleiandria  • 

237 

Key  Weal 

*8 

2,e:2 

• 

9 

To»al  • 

a-» 

14,933 

204 

The AM7HT  D*FxnniKST, 

Register's  Office,  Octobr  6,  1837 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 


Correspondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  the 
Mexican  minuter,  acenmpanying  the  PrcsidenCs  met- 
>  at  the  opening  of  Congress. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forayth,  14th  May,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Foray ih,  24th  May,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  87th  May,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forty  Hi,  9th  July,  1836. 
lalioQ. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  12th  July,  1936. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forsylh,  Slat  July,  1836. 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  26th  July,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Gaines,  27th  July,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  28lh  July,  1886.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickina  to  Mr.  Goroatiza,  I  at  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickina,  2,1  August,  1838. 


Mr.  Dickina  to  Mr.  Goro«tizn,  4th  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickina,  4th  August,  1836. 
lation. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickina,  10th  August,  1836. 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  23J  August,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  nan*,  16th  August,  1830. 


Mr.  Sander*  to  Mr.  Dickins,  5th  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  21st  August,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Goroatiza,  Slat  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  26th  Aug.,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Goroatiza,  3lat  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorosliza  to  Mr   Forsyth,  3d  Sept.,  1836. 


Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsylh,  9th  Sept.,  1836. 
lation. 

Mr.  Forayth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  16th  September,  183G. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  20th  August,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forayth,  10th  Sept.,  1836.  Tr 
lation. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forsylh,  12th  Sept.,  1636. 
lation. 

Mr.  Price  to  Mr.  Mercado,  1st  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Swartwout  to  the  same,  8th  September,  1896. 
Mr.  Martinez  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  10th  Feb.,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  20th  September,  1636. 
The  same  to  the  some,  17lh  September,  1636. 
Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  18th  Sept.,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Memorandum,  23d  September,  1836. 
Abstract  of  letters  from  tbs  President  U.  S  to  Gen. ' 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  23d  Sept.,  1836.  Tr 
lation. 

Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  27th  Sept.,  1836. 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  28th  September,  1836. 
Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  1st  October,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  ISth  Octolier,  1836. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins,  15th  Oct.,  1836.  Trans- 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Goroatiza,  20th  October,  1636. 

Mr.  Coiostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 

WAsarxoTox,  May  14,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  received  at  three 
o'clock  yesterday  evening,  the  note  which  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  these  United  States  did  him  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  him  on  the  10th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  day 
prrct'Jing.  The  undersigned  has  made  himself  acquainted 
with  its  contents,  and  he,  in  consequence,  submits  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  present  explanations,  which  he  con- 
siders necessary  lor  the  purpose  of  completely  snd  clearly 
exhibiting  the  motive  which  guided  him  on  this 
a«t  also  the  precise  nature  of  the  terms  by  whn.li  be 
to  express  bis  protest. 

The  undersigned,  in  fact,  does  not  perceive  (perhaps 
from  want  of  comprehension  on  his  part)  the  value  of  the 
difference  noticed  by  the  American  Government^  1*1  ween 
not  authorizing  General  Gaines  to  go  to  Nacogdoches,  and 
ordering  him  not  to  advance  beyond  Nacogdoches.  The 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  conceives  that  it  would  net 
have  been  judged  necessary  to  warn  that  General  that  hp 
ia  not  to  pass  beyond  a  certain  determined  point,  unrest 
he  bad  been  already  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  ad- 
vancing to  that  point.  Nor  can  the  undersigned  adroit 
the  doctrine,  that  the  troops  of  a  friendly  Power  are  autho- 
rized to  enter  of  their  own  accord  upon  the  territory  of  a 
neighboring  Power,  however  benevolent  be  the  end  pro- 
poned, and  even  if  the  result  be  evidently  advantageoua  lor 
the  latter.  Such  a  principle  would  in  fact  destroy  the 
vary  foundation  or  the  independence  or  notions :  for  that 
which  ia  done  to-day  entirely  with  the  view  of 
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AJfuirn. 


[2fith  Coxa. 


the  friend,  may  to-morrow  be  undertaken  for  purposes 
pare  ;  the  pretext  would  be  equally  plausible  in  each  c 
And  if,  for  this  reason,  in  each  case*,  the  previous  assem 
has  always  been  required,  at  least  of  every  Government 
whose  territory  Ja  to  be  protected  by  foreign  troops,  what 
doubt  can  there  be  in  the  present  instance,  when  the  rep- 
resentative of  Mexico  has  at  once  declared,  in  the  name  of 
hie  Government,  that  he  ia  thankful  for  the  favor,  but  does 
not  accept  it  ? 

The  undersigned,  moreover,  iloes  not  think  that  he  haa 
given  any  motive  for  inferring  from  his  conduct,  that  he 
could  have  been  so  suspicious  of  the  intentions  of  the 
American  Government  as  to  suppose  that  the  object  of 
General  Gaines's  movement  was  to  establish  any  sort  of 
right  to  the  ground  which  that  grneral  was  nbout  to  occu- 
py. Indeed,  how  could  the  undersigned  have  entertained 
such  an  idea,  after  the  American  Government  lind  declared 
the  contrary  to  him  on  several  occasions,  officially  and  ex- 
plicitly ?  And  this  frank  and  noble  declaration  was  of  it- 
self sufficient  to  renJcr  him  easy  as  to  the  future.  If  the 
undersigned  from  the  first  felt  a  repugnance  to  the  measure 
which  the  American  Government  proposed  to  adopt,  and 
if  afterwards,  on  the  9th  instant,  he  considered  it  his  duty 
to  prolcst  on  account  of  (mhre)  one  of  its  necessary  con- 
sequences, it  was  only  hern  use  then,  and  since,  he  con- 
ceived that  the  Mexican  territory  would  bo  violated  as  soon 
as  the  troops  of  General  Gaines  should  pass  the  Sabine ; 
because  he  has  considered  and  does  consider  as  Mexican 
territory,  all  that  was  de  facto  possessed  by  Spain  at  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  limits  of  1819,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States,  until  the  provisions  of 
its  third  article  were  carried  into  effect,  and  because  he 
therefore  relied  and  still  relies  upon  the  obligation  nnder 
which  both  parties  are  to  maintain  the  stain  quo  until  that 
time. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  it  is  of  no  importance 
that  thai*  who  call  themselves  Toiiana  (although  not  one 
of  them  was  born  in  Texas)  should  momentarily  occupy 
•  part  of  the'  territory  bordering  on  the  United  States. 
This  is  an  accidental  occurrence,  arising  merely  from  the 
circumstance  that  there  were  no  Mexican  troops  on  the 
frontier  when  the  insurrection  took  place,  and  that  those 
which  have  been  since  sent  by  the  Government  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  arrive  there. 

Aa  be  relied  upon  this  principle,  the  undersigned  could 
not  but  be  surprised  that  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  alluding 
no  doubt  to  those  persona  who  direct  the  operations  of  the 
foreigners  in  insurrection  in  Texas,  mould  have  designated 
them  in  his  note  by  the  collective  title  of  Te  xian  Govern-  I 
ment,  as  the  undersigned  Jul  not  at  first  comprehend  that 
Mr.  Forsyth  had  used  this  designation  with  any  other  ob- 
ject than  to  express  in  plainer  language  another  accidental 
circumstance  arising  from  the  former.  On  this  point,  the 
undersigned  conceives  it  his  doty  to  declare  that  hia  Gov- 
em  ment  neither  knows  of  any  such  Government  in  Texa*, 
nor  is  aware  that  the  American  Government  knows  of  any 
such.  All  that  the  Mexican  Government  knows  of  Texas 
is,  that  in  that  Mexican  province  there  are  some  foreign 
colonists  who  bad  promised  to  live  under  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  that  those  persons,  tided  by  other  foreigners, 
have  raised  there  the  standard  of  rebellion.  Whether 
Mexico  can  or  cannot  repress  this  rebellion,  experience 
will  very  soon  show,  especially  if  those  who  are  neither 
Mexicans  nor  Texiaus  cease  from  interfering  illegally  or 
unjustly  in  a  contest  entirely  domestic. 

The  undersigned,  from  proper  respect  to  the  declared 
wishes  of  the  American  Government,  will  alao  abstain  from 
provoking  a  premsture  discussion  as  to  the  future  bounda- 
ries of  the  two  nations,  leaving  the  solution  of  the  differ- 
ence with  respect  to  the  extreme  limits  of  each,  to  the  pe- 
riod and  the  arbiters  provided  for  in  the  treaty  itself.  He 
will  merely  add,  that  bis  Government  is  animated  by  the 
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same  sentiments  with  that  of  the  United  Statea,  and,  like 
that  of  the  United  Slates,  will  then  not  insist  upon  any 
thing  which  cannot  be  sustained  by  reason  and  facts,  ac- 
cording to  the  just  interpretation  of  the  treaty. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat 
to  the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  considera- 
lion.  •        M.  E.  DE  G0RO3TIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Foasri-H,  Secretary  of 


Mr.  Goroatiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

[Translation.] 

Wasiuhotox,  May  34,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
address  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
these  United  Slates,  upon  an  affair  the  most  serious  and 
important,  in  his  opinion,  to*  the  relations  and  interests  of 
the  two  countries  which  has  occurred  since  they  have  been 
united  C eeutentados J  by  lite  firm  bonds  of  equity,  friend- 
ship, and  mutual  convenience.  The  undersigned,  from 
what  he  has  read  aud  learnt  respecting  some  of  the  late  de- 
bates of  the  Senate,  and  particularly  from  the  statements 
in  the  Intelligeocer  of  this  day,  that  a  proposition  of  Mr. 
Walker's,  with  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Texas,  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  that  house,  cannot  but  see,  although  with  the  ut- 
most amazement,  that  nicasuies  are  actually  in  progress  lor 
the  said  recognition,  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  rights  of 
a  neighboring  Power,  and  of  those  considerations  which 
are,  perhaps,  due  to  it  from  the  amicable  conduct  hitherto 
observed  by  it  towards  the  United  States.  And  what  is 
the  apparent  motive  for  this  precipitate  adoption  of  a  meas- 
ure so  serious,  sw  infinitely  important?  The  undersigned 
can  discover  no  other  tbau  an  account,  entirely  destitute  of 
authenticity,  of  a  victory  on  the  port  of  the  Texians,  which 
is  now  considered  decisive.  The  undersigned  has  reasons 
for  believing  it  to  have  been  expressly  forged  in  Texas, 
perhaps  for  some  determined  object,  or  at  least  to  have  been 
exaggerated  with  the  same  intention,  to  the  very  confines 
of  the  ridiculous.  The  undersigned,  however,  goes  further, 
and,  supposing  it  even  for  a  moment  to  be  true  to  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  is  staled  in  some  of  the  New  Oilcan*, 
newspapers,  that  General  Santa  Anna,  from  excess  of  ar- 
dor, or  from  one  of  those  caprices  of  fortune,  should  have 
advanced  farther  than  be  ought,  and  should  have  been  de- 
feated and  made  prisoner,  have  General  Houston's  six  hun- 
dred men  nothing  more  to  do  T  What  has  becorao  of  the 
other  columns  of  the  Mexican  army  commanded  by  Gene- 
rals Scrfma,  Urrea,  Filiaola,  Ax.?  It  is  said  that  they  will 
also  surrender  without  firing  a  gun  ;  but  is  it  yet  known 
that  they  have  surrendered  1  And  even  it  they  should  so 
far  lose  their  senses  as  to  yield  to  enemies  who  cannot  at- 
tack them,  can  a  nation  of  seven  millions  of  inhabitants 
not  find  men  to  oppose  General  Houston's  six  hundred 
men  !  The  undersigned  is  not  ignorant  that  the  friends  of 
Texas  have  spread  the  rumor,  upon  which  depends  all  the 
hopes  or  the  credulous,  that  general  Santa  Anna  is  ready 
to  make  every  sacrifice  to  recover  his  liberty.  The  under - 
signed,  however,  places  too  much  confidence  in  the  genius 
and  patriotism  of  General  Santa  Anna  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  any  thing  so  totally  absurd.  Moreover,  if  it  be 
believed  that  the  Captain  General  exercises  an  influence  so 
irresistible  over  the  destinies  of  his  country,  what  need  ia 
there  of  so  prematurely  recognising  that  which  is  so  aoon 
to  take  place  1 

The  undersigned  appreciates  too  highly  the  institutions 
of  the  American  people,  and  has  loo  much  respect  for  the 
independence  inherent  in  every  representative  power,  to 
pretend  to  make  any  remark  or  complaint  respecting  what 
place  in  the  Senate ,  neither  will  he  attempt  to  in- 
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dicate  any  line  of  conduct  to  the  Executive  of  sovereign  and 
independent  States.  All  that  be  proposes  is  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  President  to  a  measure  which,  if  it  be  adopt- 
ed, will  clearly  be  a  most  materia)  injury  to  the  rights  of 
Mexico,  and  will,  be  nt '  variance  with  those 

principles  which  have  hitherto  guided  these  United  States 
in  the  recognition  of  Governments  de  facto ;  because,  con- 
sidering tbe  question  merely  in  this  point  of  view,  how  can.it 


be  supposed  that  the 
er  of  mainti 


maintaining  their  asserted  independence,  while  the 
Mexican  troops  actually  occupy  the  whole  territory  in- 
cluded between  the  livers  San  Jacinto  and  Las  Nue- 
ces 1 — while  no  one  knows  where  their  fugitive  government 
resides ;  while,  since  the  end  of  February,  they  have  been 
unable  to  conquer  in  a  single  engagement,  except  that  of 
tho  21st  of  April,  the  date  of  their  supposed  victory  over 
one  thousand  Mexicans.  The  undersigned  is  too  deeply 
interested  in  maintaining  the  relations  between  his  country 
and  these  United  States  on  the  same  footing  of  friendship 
and  mutual  good  feeling  on  which  they  have  been  since 
their  establishment,  to  delay  in  submitting  these  considera- 
tions to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
these  United  States ;  and  he  embraces  this  opportunity  to 
repeat  to  him  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration  M.  B.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Joms  Forsyth. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

DSTARTMBHT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  May  27,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  Mr.  Go-  ! 
rostiia,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  J 
of  Mexico,  of  the  24th  instant,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  tho  United  8tates  to  a  motion  made  in  the 
Senate,  now  in  session,  to  refer  the  petitions  of  certain 
American  citizens  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
for  examination,  which  is  described  by  Mr.  Gorostiza 
as  the  proposition  of  a  member  of  that  body  regarding  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  The  under- 
signed lost  no  time  in  laying  that  communication  before  the 
President,  and  in  doing  so  he  presumes  he  has  fulfilled  all 
the  expectations  of  the  Mexican  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary.  The  correct  view  of  our  institu- 
tions taken  by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  and  of  the  independence  of 
•very  representative  Power,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  the 
undersigned  to  detain  him  by  the  assignment  of  any  reasons 
why  the  Occurrences  in  either  house  of  Congress  on  ques- 
tions proposed  or  pending  there  arc  considered  so  altogeth- 
er domestic  in  their  origin  and  character,  as  not  to  be  sub- 
jects of  discussion  with  a  foreign  Power.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  presume  that  what  is  right  and  just  will 
he  done  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
any  such  discussion  of  matters  exclusively  before  any  dis- 
tinct branch  of  it,  until  a  decision  is  made,  for  which  the 
Government  is  responsible,  would  be,  on  his  part,  both 
premaluro  and  disrespectful. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  assure  Mr.  Gorostiza 
that  no  decision  on  this  question  will  be  made  by  this  Gov- 
ernment which  will  not  be  founded  on  those  rules  and  prin- 
ciples which  have  governed  it  in  the  disputes  between  8pain 
and  the  Spanish  American  States,  and  in  those  which  have 
unhappily  occurred  between  constituent  members  of  those 
Btates  themselves.  The  Mexican  Government  well  knows 
what  those  rules  and  principles  are,  having  uninterrupted- 
ly enjoyed  for  years  the  benefits  of  their  practical  applica- 
tion. When  all  the  facts  are  known,  and  not  before,  upon 
a  full,  fair,  and  careful  examination,  having  in  view  all  the 
considerations  that  are  due  to  the  friendly  obligations  and 
amicable  relations  of  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  this 
Government  w.ill  proceed  to  decide  on  that 


Mr.  Gorostiza  has  so  truly  desribed  as  of  vast  impor 
in  its  immediate  relations  and  in  its  inevitable  recast*. 
The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurant 

of  hi*       dMtinfubhn]  conttdwrtion.^  poRSYTH. 

His  Ex.  Sen.  Don  M.  E.  de  Gorostiza. 


Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Fo 
[Translation.  ] 

Legation  Extraordinary  of  thi  Mexica*  Rkpvblic 
to  the  united  states, 

Washington,  July  9,  1836. 

Sin:  Having  been  assured  that  some  new  commi«inn- 
era  of  the  so-called  Government  of  Texas  (Messrs.  P.  W. 
Grayson  and  James  Collingsworth)  are  about  to  arrive  in 
this  federal  city,  and  as  they  may,  perhaps,  in  order  to  give 
greater  weight  to  their  negotiation,  bring  forward  some 
agreement  which  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  concluded 
since  he  was  made  prisoner  of  war  on  the  field  of  San  Ja- 
cinto, I  consider  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you,  Mr. 
Secretary  of  State,  us  it  may  not  have  as  yet  been  seen  by 
you,  for  your  information,  an  official  copy  of  the  law  pro- 
mulgated on  tho  20th  of  May  last,  by  the  Mexican  Con 
grrss,  the  third  article  of  which  precisely  provides  for  this 
case,  by  declaring  all  such  agreements  void  ab  initio. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State, 
to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con- 
sideration. M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stat'-. 

[Translation  of  the  law.] 
Der-ARTMi.iT  or  Wan  ard'Nayy, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexi 
can  republic,  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  the  follow- 
ing decree : 

Tho  President  ad  interim  of  the  Mexican  republic  to 
the  inhabitants.  Be  it  known  that  the  Genera)  Cor»grr«t 
has  decreed  the  following : 

Art.  1 .  The  Government  will  excite  the  patriotism  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  will  employ  all  the  resources  in  its  por* 
er  to  continue  with  vigor  the  war  in  Texan,  until  the  na- 
tional honor  be  established,  the  interest*  of  the  republic  be 
entirely  secured,  and  the  liberty  of  the  President  General 
be  obtained. 

Aht.  2.  The  successful  co-operation  of  any  person, 
whether  a  citizen  or  a  foreigner,  in  obtaining  the  liberty  of 
the  said  President,  will  be  considered  i 
guisbed  service,  which  Congress  will  be 
appropriately. 

Art.  3.  The  Government  will  fulfil  the  objects  of  tb« 
first  article,  without  regard  to  any  stipulation  which  the 
President  may  make,  or  have  made,  while  a  prisoner,  such 
stipulations  being  noil,  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

A  rt.  4.  The  Government  is  authorized  to  ask  from  the 
departments  one-fourth  of  the  recruits  which  were  to  he 
furn  shed  by  the  old  States  according  to  the  law  of  August 
24,  1824. 

Art.  6.  The  Government  is  in  like  manner  authorized 
to  establish  recruiting  stations  at  such  points  as  it  nisy 
jud^e  proper,  making  the  necessary  appropriations)  to  that 
effect,  and  subtracting  from  the  conlingODt  of  each  depart- 
ment the  recruits  raised  in  its  territory. 

Art.  6.  The  capital  of  the  republic,  and  the  town*bip< 
within  the  limits  of  its  federal  district,  will,  luroieh  thrst 
hundred  recruits,  chosen  by  lot,  according  to  the  regu- 
lation of  1767,  so  for  as  it  has  not  been  repealed.  Tbs 
persons  thus  chosen  may  be  exempted  from  personal  *er* 
vice,  bv  presenting  a  proper  substitute,  or  by  paying  fifty 
dollars  to  the  recruiting  fund,  in  either  of  which  cases  they 
their  discharge  as  if  they  bad  < 
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Antonio  Montoya,  President.    Jose  N. 
de  Montalvo,  secretaries. 

I  thereforo  order  it  to  be  printed,  published,  distributed, 
end  carried  into  effect  duly. 

Palace  of  the  National  Government  in  Mexico,  May  30, 
1836. 

Joae  Justo  Corro.    A.  D-  Joeo  Maria  Tornel. 
And  1  communicate  it  to  you,  that  you  may  be  informed 
of  it,  and  act  accordingly. 
God  and  liberty.    Mexico,  May  20,  1836. 

  TORNEL. 

* 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

DrfABTXixT  or  Statu, 

Washington,  July  12,  1836. 
Bin :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yoor  note  of  the  3th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  law 
u(  the  Mexicuu  Congress  of  the  20th  of  May  last,  declaring 
void  any  agreement  General  Santa  Anna  may  have  con- 
eluded  since  he  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  at  the  battle  of 


1 


to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency 

8enor  Don  Manuel  Eucampo  dk  Gouostiza. 


Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Tr.nal.tion.) 
Philadelphia,  July  31,  1896. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  just  read  in 
the  "  Morning  Courier  and  New  York  Enquirer"  of  yes- 
terday, a  paragraph  copied  from  the  "Grand  Gulf  (Mis- 
sissippi)  Advertiser,"  of  the  following  tenor:  "This  morn- 
ing, more  than  two  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Wilson,  and  on  their  way  to  Texas,  passed  this  place  in 
the  Tuskina,  with  drum*  beating  and  fifes  playing;  they 
will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  from  Old  Ken- 
tucky. " 

If  this  ataleinent  be  true,  it  will  of  itself  offer  a  sad  evi- 
dence of  what  h.ia  »K>en  unfortunately  for  some  time  indi- 
cated, namely,  that  some  of  the  agents  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  States  do  not  comply  as  they  should  with 
•  he  express  instructions  of  the  Executive,  in  cases  which 
might  jeopardize  its  friendly  relations  and  neutrality  with 
regard  to  Mexico*  The  undersigned  therefore  considers  it 
his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
Secretary  of  State  of  theso  United  Htates,  to  the  subject, 
being  convinced  that  the  requisite  measures  will  be  taken 
by  the  department  under  his  charge  for  ascertaining  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  for  punishing  those  who  have  In- 
fringed the  laws,  in  case  they  should  have  really  been  in- 
fringed, and  for  remedying  the  evils  which  may  otherwise 
ensue,  if  it  be  not  too  late. 

It  is  certainly  with  the  utmost  regret  that  the  undersign- 
ed finds  himself  obliged  to  prefer  these  complaints  with  re- 
gard to  functionaries  »o  respectable  and  so  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive,  as  all  its  agents  in  the  States 
undoubtedly  are;  however,  notwithstanding  his  hopes  that 
he  may  be  mistaken,  and  although  he  was  aware  of  the  ex- 
travagance and  excitement  now  prevailing,  yet  he  cannot 
but  be  assured  that  much  of  what  is  now  going  on,  to  the 
great  injury  of  a  friendly  nation,  might  have  been  prevent- 
ed, if  some  of  the  agents  of  the  Executive  had  acted  con- 
formably with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  orders  which  they 
received  from  it.  Had  they  done  so,  bow  (as  in  a  thousand 
similar  instances)  could  a  flotilla- of  seven  vessels,  two  of 
which  were  steamer.,  have  been  fitted  out  at  Natchez,  and 
many  hundreds  of  volunteers  embarked  on  board  them  1 
How  could  thia  flotilla  have  remained  for  many  days  in  New 
for  the 


parted  freely  for  Galveston,  under  the  orders  of  General 
Green  T  How  could  the  Textan  schooner  Independence 
(as  the  Mobile  snd  New  Orleans  papers  state)  have  lately 
entered  that  port  with  Messrs.  Collingsworth  snd  Grayson 
on  board,  as  a  vessel  of  war,  and  been  salutod  as  such  1 
How,  in  fine,  could  the  so-styled  agencies  of  Texas  hare 
daily  and  publicly  recruited  men  in  all  the  cities  of  the 
Union  for  that  unfortunate  country,  and  have  armed  and 
embarked  them  by  companies  ?  Could  these  things  have 
been  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  federal  authorities,  , 
especially  of  the  officers  of  the  respective  custom-house*  ' 
And  if  they  know  them  and  tolerate  them,  do  they  not 
contrivene  the  orders  of  their  own  Government,  rendering 
its  promises  of  no  avail,  and  its  engagements  illusory  t 

The  undersigned  repeats,  and  repeals  with  equal  sincer- 
ity and  conviction,  bis  persuasion  of  tho  excellent  inten- 
tions of  the  American  Government  towards  Mexico,  and  of 
its  good  faith  in  desiring  and  endeavoring  to  preserve  the 
most  strict  neutrality  in  the  unfortunate  struggle  now  go- 
ing on  in  Texas.  The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  doubly 
alHicted  by  seeing  that  the  indiscreet  partiality,  or  the  care- 
lessness of  some  subaltern  agents,  at  times  render  unavail- 
ing the  dispositions  and  the  friendly  desires  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Union.  For  the  same  reason,  too,  he  haa  not 
hesitated  to. submit  these  circumstances  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
without  fear  of  displeasing  him  by  doing  so;  as  he  well 
knows  the  noble  frankness  of  his  character,  and  is  certain 
that  he  will  art  upon  them,  (if  he  should  find  them  well 
established  and  exact,)  as  no  one  can  appreciate  better  than 
Mr.  Forsyth  their  respective  importance. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
the  honorable  J.  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  8tate  of  the  United 
State*,  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Mr.  Dich'ns  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

DarAUTxEXT  or  State, 

Washington,  July  26,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted State*,  has  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  of  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  of  the  2  let  inst. 

Instructions  will  be  immediately  given,  in  compliance 
with  Mr.  Goroetiza's  request,  lor  inquiring  into  the  truth 
of  the  statement  which  he  has  copied  from  the  New  York 
Courier  and  Enquirer,  as  to  the  men  who  passed  Grand 
Gulf  under  Colonel  Wilson,  on  their  way  to  Texas,  and 
those  who  were  to  follow  from  Kentucky ;  and  measures 
will  be  taken,  both  to  punish  such  of  the  persons  concerned 
as  may  have  been  engaged  in  violating  the  laws,  and  to 
prevent  those  violations  which  the  statement  alleges  to  be 


With  respect  to  the  doubts  which  Mr.  Gorostiza  has  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  fidelity  of  some  i»f  those  officers  whose 
doty  it  is  to  prevent  and  bring  to  punishment  violations  of 
the  laws  for  preserving  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
the  undersigned  has  to  remark  that,  if  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  ac- 
quainted with,  any  instance  of  neglect  of  doty  in  this  re- 
spect, on  the  part  of  those  officers,  it  will  be  promptly  in- 
quired into,  on  being  made  known  to  the  Department. 

Tbe  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances 
of  his  moot  di»tmgui«hed  consideration. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency 

Don  Marvel  Euuabdo  de  Gomostixa. 


Mr.  Diekins  to  Mir.  Gaines. 

Department  or  State, 

Washington  July  87,  1686. 
Si  a  :  Tbe  Mexican  minister  has  addressed  a  complaint 

on  tbe  following  paragraph  of 
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he  New  York  Morning  Courier  and  Enquirer  of  the  *0th 
instant,  copied  from  ihe  Grand  Gulf  ^liasissippi)  Adver- 
tiser: 

••This  morning,  mare  than  two  hundred  men,  com- 
manded bv  Colonel  Wilson,  and  on  their  way  to  Texas, 
passed  this  place  in  the  Tuskina,  with  drums  beating  and 
fifes  playing ;  they  will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more — 
all  from  old  Kentucky." 

Though  the  men  on  board  the  Tuskina  arc  not  stated  to 
hate  been  armeJ,  yet,  if  tho  other  circumstances  were  a« 
*  represented,  there  would  Ue  ground  for  belief  that  the  laws 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  Stales 
have  been  violaled  ;  you  will,  therefore,  inquire  into  this 
ca*e,  report  the  result  to  the  Department,  and  be  vigilant 
In  your  endeavor  to  prevent  similar  cases  of  complaint  in 
future.  Whenever  you  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  laws 
have  been  violated,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  not  hesitate 
to  prosecute  the  offenders.  I  am,  &c, 

A8BCRY  DICKINS. 

Acting  Secretary. 

Riciiahd  M.  Giixes,  Esq., 

V.  S.  Attorney,  Muwisaippi,  Natchez. 
Same  to  the  U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
Frankfort.   


Mr.  Gorottiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. ' 
[Translation.] 
Piulidklfuta,  July  S8,  1838. 
Tho  undersigned,   envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
state  to  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of 
State  of  these  United  State*,  that,  by  the  official  corres- 
pondence just  received  from  the  packet  vessel  which  arrived 
the  day  before  yesterday  at  New  York  from  Vera  Cruz,  he 
has  been  enabled  to  assure  himself  that  his  Government, 
though  not  considering  possible  the  event  of  the  passage  of 
the  river  Sabine  by  the  troops  of  General  Gaines,  bad, 
however,  viewed,  and  continue  to  view  that  question  pre- 
cisely as  it  was  regarded  by  the  undersigned  from  the  first; 
that  is  to  say,  that,  if  such  passage  were  effected,  it  would 
be  a  real  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory,  without  provo- 
cation on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  by  no  means  to  be  ex- 
pected, considering  the  existing  relations  and  the  treaties 
of  amity  and  limits  by  which  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
were  bound. 

The  undersign r<!  says  that  his  Government  could  not 
admit  the  possibility  of  the  execution  of  the  measure  in 
question ;  for,  at  the  period  indicated,  many  of  the  dis- 
agreeable consequences  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  had 
already  been  experienced  in  Mexico,  and,  moreover,  in 
addition  to  its  unalterable  conviction  of  the  obvious  justice 
of  its  claims  in  this  case,  the  Government  of  the  undersign- 
ed confided  too  far  in  the  nobleness  of  character  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  American  Government,  to  believe  that  it 
would,  by  a  movement  of  the  troops  of  General  Gaines, 
render  still  more  embarrassing  the  position  in  which  a 
neighboring  and  friendly  nation  had  been  momentarily 
placed  by  the  results  of  that  day  of  casual  misfortune. 

The  undersigned,  for  the  *aroe  reasons,  flattered  him- 
self with  the  same  idea,  and  he  was  more  and  mere  con- 
firmed in  it,  as  he  learned  that  General  Gaines  bad  unde- 
ceived himself  respecting  the  reports  of  an  invasion  by  In- 
dians, by  which  some  partisans  of  the  Texians  had,  with- 
out doubt,  endeavored  to  beguile  hts  good  faith,  as  he  paw 
that  the  General  had  informed  the  Governors  of  the  four 
States  by  letter,  that  he  bad  no  longer  any  need  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers  which  he  bad  requested  from  them ; 
and  finally,  aa  he  saw  him  remaining  quietly  at  his  en 
cim|mmt  on  the  Sabine,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Mexican  army  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  To 
this  effect  the  undersigned  was  constantly  informing  his 


Government,  as  the  events  were  occurring,  and  he  took 
the  greater  pleasure  in  doing  so,  as  he  saw  M  «sc»  ul 
them  a  confirmation  of  the  hopes  held  out  to  him  »>y  Mr. 
Forsyth,  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  May  last,  where  be 
says  "that  perhaps  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  too 
said  advance  of  General  Gaines." 

Unfortunately,  however,  General  Gaines  now  appear, 
to  have  returned  to  a  different  opinion,  according  to  tua 
official  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June,  extracted  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Globe  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which  he  an- 
nounces his  intended  invasion  of  the  Mexican  territory, 
under  the  pretext  that  he  has  been  informed  of  the  mcrder 
of  two  while  men  by  some  Caddo  Indians,  aixty  or  seventy 
miles  beyond  the  known  limits  of  the  United  8tates  »  as  » 
General  Gaines  had  been  commissioned  to  chaste  all  the 
excesses  committed  (if  they  have  been  committed)  by  In- 
dians agaihat  the  whites  in  territories  wbirh  are  not  North 
American.    The  undersigned  will,  however,  absta>n  tot 
the  present  from  any  observations  on  this  pretext ;  nor 
does  he  wish  to  enter  now  into  an  examination  of  certain 
rumors  of  a  correspondence  which  is  said  to  have  passed 
between  that  general  and  tbe  commander  of  the  Texts* 
forces,  and  which  is  not  of  a  very  neutral  character,  if  the 
statement  of  certain  newspapers  respecting  it  *»  true;  nor 
will  he  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dickins  at  thi*  time  to 
the  very  singular  coincidence,  thai  only  when  the  Mexi- 
can troops  are  advancing  in  Texas,  these  accounts  of  lbs 
excesses  of  Indians  are  invented  or  exaggerated,  \n  order 
that  they  may,  without  doubt,  reach  the  ears  oi 
Gaines. 

The  undersigned  might  easily  do  all  this,  and  he 
do  it,  were  be  not  afraid  of  thereby  rendering  the  present 
note  loo  long,  and  of  diverting  the  attention  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins too  much  from  his  other  numerous  occupations.  He 
will  therefore  limit  himself,  at  present,  to  protesting  again 
in  the  name  of  his  Government,  and  in  virtue  of  the  in- 


structions which  he  has  lately  received,  against  a  measure 
so  adverse  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  Mexico;  merely 
referring  to  bis  notes  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9th  and  Uth 
of  May,  and  soliciting  most  earnestly,  from  the  equity  and 
the  sense  of  right  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


iglit 

the  recall  of  the  authorisation  given  to  General  Game*  to 
advance  as  far  aa  Nacogdoches,  because  Nacogdoches  is  in 
tho  Mexican  territory,  and  because  General  Gaines  may  si 
any  moment,  be  led  away  by  the  interested  repre* 
of  the  enemies  of  Mexico,  and  may  unnecessarily  < 
the  dearest  interests  of  bulb  countries. 

Tho  undersigned  at  the  same  time  entreats  Mr.  Dick- 
ins lo  submit  the  subject  of  this  note  to  the  President,  for 
his  determination  with  regard  to  it.  The  undersigned  i* 
the  more  anxious  that  this  determination  should  be  favor- 
able to  what  be  considers  tbe  rights  of  Mexico,  as  he  can- 
not but  be  aware  lhat  the  continuance  of  his  extraordinary 
mission  to  these  United  Stales  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  effects  which  that  determination  may  produce. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins,  actum  Sec- 
retary of  Slats  of  these  United  States,  tbe  a**utanoes  of 
his  distinguished  cunnideraii»n. 

MANUEL  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 
To  tho  Hon.  Asbust  Dickins, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Diefrinti  to  Mr.  Onrotttta. 

Dkp a htm rut  of  8tate, 

Waihitigton,  August  I,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  had  the  bouor  to  receive  the  noteaddrtittJ 
to  him  by  Mr.  Goroslixa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  ihe  Mexican  republic,  under  dale  of 
the  28lh  ult.,  sod  will  lay  the  »amo  before  the  President 
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It  ia  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  tba  frank  explanation* 
made  by  the  President's  directions  to  Mr.  Gorostize,  as  to 
the  object  of  the  authority  given  to  General  Gaines  for  a 
temporary  occupation  of  a  position  beyond  the  boundary 
arluallv  possessed  by  the  United  Stales,  and  the  assuran- 
ces promptlv  offered  at  lho#  no  ne  time  that  such  occupa- 
tion, if  made,  should  cease  with  the  exigency  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary,  have  failed  to  reconcile  the  Mexican 
Government  to  eucb  contingency. 

The  fact  referred  to  by  Mr.  Gorostixa  of  General  Gaines 
having:,  on  better  information,  or  under  a  favorable  change  j 
of  circumstances,  revoked  the  csll  which  he  had  tirst  made 
upon  the  Governors  of  the  neighboring  8 tales  for  militia, 
affords  evidence  that  be  properly  interprets  the  President's 
directions,  and  justifies  tbo  belief  that  he  will  not  advance 
beyond  the  necessity  of  tbe  occasion. 

If  General  Gaines  has  now  repealed  his  call,  and  enter- 
tains the  intention  of  advancing  to  Nacogdoches,  unlet* 
he  shall  receive  satisfactory  assurance*  that  tbe  Indians  on 
our  border  had  ne  hand  in  the  recent  murders  on  tbe  Na- 
visota,  it  ia  due  in  candor  to  General  Gaines  to  attribute 
these  acta  to  a  conviction  of  their  necessity  ;  and  the  un- 
dersigned ia  persuaded  that  Mr.  Gorostixa  will  be  satisfied, 
on  reflection,  that  it  is  more  reasonable  to  ascribe  them  to 
auch  a  motive,  than  to  charge  upon  General  Gainca  any  of 
the  mere  pretexts  hinted  at  in  Mr.  Goroetiza's  note. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  General  Gaines  may  find  it 
unnecessary  to  make  the  contemplate)  advance;  hut, 
should  it  be  otherwise,  he  trusts  that,  when  all  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  it  shall  be  fully  examined,  it 
will  be  viewed  in  its  true  light,  as  a  measure  of  necessity, 
entirely  friendly  in  its  character,  and  consistent  with  the 
rights  of  all  parties ;  and  be  sincerely  hopes  that  it  will  he 
followed  by  none  of  the  consequences  which  Mr.  Goros- 
tixa seems  to  apprehend. 

The  undeasigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer 
to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 

A8BLRY  DICKIN8. 

His  Excellency 

Sen  or  Don  Mahcel  Eduaudo  sb  Gohostixa,  Ac. 

Mr.  Gorostixa  to  Mr.  Diekins. 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  August  2,  1836. 
Manuel  E.  de  Gorostixa  presents  bis  respects  to  Mr. 
Diekins,  and,  inconsequence  of  what  he  had  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  him  in  his  note  of  the  28th  of  July  last, 
would  be  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  the  information 
whether  official  despatches  have  been  received  in  Washing- 
ton from  General  Gaines,  confirming  tbe  statement  made 
in  the  New  Orleans  Gazette  of  that  general's  having  at 
length  creased  the  Sabine,  entered  into  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory, and  taken  a  position  with  bis  troops  at  Nacogdoches. 

M.  E.  DE  GORUSTIZA. 

Mr.  Diekins  to  Mr.  Goro&liza. 

Wasuijtotow,  August  4,  1830. 
Mr.  Diekins  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Gorostiza,  and 
has  the  honor  to  slate  that,  having  applied  to  the  War  De- 
partment for  information  to  enable  him  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry in  Mr.  Gorosliza's  note  of  the  2d  instant,  Mr. 
Diekins  learns  that,  by  the  last  despatches  from  General 
Gainea,  dated  28th  June,  1836,  his  head  quarters  were  at 
Camp  8abine,  and  that  this  position  is  about  twenty -five 
miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  Fort  Jesup,  in  the 
Slate  of  Louisiana. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 

His  Eicellency 
Senor  Don  Majroxx  Edca&do  sx  Goxostixa,  dtc 


Mr.  Gorostixa  to  Mr.  Diekins. 
(Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  August  4,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  been  informed,  by 
the  note  which  the  honorable  Anbury  Diekins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  these  United  State*,  did  him  tbe  honor  to 
address  to  him  on  the  1st  instant,  tbat  the  contents  of  his 
own  note  of  the  28th  July  last  should  be  submitted  to  the 
President  for  his  determination  with  regard  to  the  subject. 
The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  await  this  determination 
with  anxiety,  being,  as  he  is,  every  moment  more  and 
more  convinced  of  its  great  importance,  and  of  the  power- 
ful influence  which  it  may,  and  must,  cxerrisc  upon  the 
future  relations  between  the  fwo  countries,  as  well  as  upon 
their  dearest  interests. 

It  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  explanationa 
given  by  order  of  the  President,  respecting  the  possible  ad- 
vance of  Genera]  Gaines  as  far  as  Nacogdoches,  were  not 
of  a  nature  which  could  have  permitted  the  Government  of 
the  undersigned  to  reconcile  itself  to  tbe  idea  of  such  a 
contingency,  without  failing  in  its  duty  to  itself,  and  sacri- 
ficing the  rights  and  interests  of  tbo  people  whose  affairs  it 
directs.  The  Government  of  the  undersigned  would  have 
been  infinitely  gratified  had  they  been  of  such  a  nature  ;  as  it 
has  certsinly  been  most  careful,  ever  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  unlortunate  disturbances  in  Texas,  to  avoid 
every  thing  on  its  own  part  which  might  possibly  cause 
complaint  or  discontent  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  The  very  mission  with  which  it  honored  the  un- 
dersigned, a  mission  of  amity  and  confidence  in  every  re- 
spect, would. have  demonstrated  this  were  there  not  numer- 
ous other  proofs  of  it.  But,  could  the  Government  of  tbe 
undersigned,  however  great  may  have  been  its  confidence 
in  the  sincerity  of  the  intentions  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, when  it  saw  tbe  latter  authorizing  one  of  its  generals 
to  occupy  a  part  of  the  Mexican  territory  with  his  forces,  at 
his  own  discretion,  without  the  previous  consent  of  or  any 
consultation  with  Mexico,  and  without  any  other  ex  ruse  tban 
his  own  consideration  of  ita  propriety — could  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  undersigned,  be  repeats,  look  upon  this  authori- 
zation in  any  other  light  than  as  a  menace  of  invasion,  as 
a  permission  ad  libitum  to. violate  ita  territory  ?  By  what 
principle  of  public  law  can  such  a  measure  be  defended  ? 
By  what  treaty  !  By  the  treaty  of  limits  ?  It  was  clear 
tnat  until  the  third  article  of  that  treaty  was  executed, 
both  parties  were  bound  to  maintain  the  ttetu  quo.  By  tbe 
33d  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  snd  commerce  1  The  ob- 
ligations contracted  in  that  article  by  tbe  two  Governments, 
neither  are  nor  can  be  other  than  that  each  should  prevent 
its  respective  Indians  upon  its  uum  territory  from  commit- 
t  ng  hostilities  against  the  territory  of  the  friendly  Power. 
Had  the  right  to  invade  the  territories  of  each  other  under 
pretext  of  mutual  assistance  been  conceded,  the  stipulation 
would  certainly  have  the  merit  of  novelty  ;  but  it  would 
likewise  give  to  the  first  Mexican  general  who  might  reach 
the  Sabine,  the  right  of  taking  a  position  at  Natchitoches, 
or  farther  still  on  this  side,  in  order  to  drive  away  tbe  tribes 
of  Indians  who  wander  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  who  might  have  shown  some  intentions  of  entering 
Mexico.  Would  the  Government  of  tbe  United  Slates 
consent  to  thist 

If  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  regarded  the  ques- 
tion in  this  light,  when  it  referred  only  to  a  possible  con- 
tingency, which  was  thought  not  likely  to  occur,  how  wilt 
it  regard  this  some  act  if  it  should  be  unfortunately  con- 
summated, notwithstanding  its  own  manifest  repugnance, 
its  repeated  warnings  and  its  anticipated*  protect!  1  Hence 
the  Government  of  the  undersigned  cannot  yet  persuade 
itself  of  the  possibility  of  such  a  esse  ;  not  only  from  its  con- 
vktkm  of  ihe  justice  of  iu  own  cause,  but  likewise  because 
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it  confides  in  the  equity  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  the  undersigned  bad  already  the  honor  to  state 
to  Mr.  Dickins,  in  his  said  note  of  the  38th  ultimo. 

With  regard  to  the  allusions  which  Mr.  Dickins  seems 
to  have  discovered  in  the  said  note  from  the  undersigned, 
as  to  tho  conduct  observed  by  General  Gaines  in  these  trans- 
actions, the  undersigned  would  regret  exceedingly  if  any 
of  them  should  have  given  grounds  for  supposing  that  he 
did  not  fully  estimate  the  character,  knowledge,  and  ser- 
vices of  that  general.  The  undersigned  is  far  from  de- 
nying them,  and  he  only  wished  lo  state  frankly  his  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Gaines  has  been  acting,  perhaps  without 
knowing  it,  un  Jer  the  influence  of  the  friends  of  Texas, 
and  of  the  Texians  themselves,  and  that  his  good  faith  was 
constantly  beguiled.  The  undersigned,  in  advancing  this 
proposition,  has  not  relied  merely  upon  his  own  judgment, 
nor  on  his  own  observations  and  information ;  for,  with 
regard  to  the  occurrences  of  April  and  May,  he  has  only 
repeated  the  opinions  of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  upon 
the  subject,  as  may  be  seen  iu  the  official  despatch  of 
General  Macomb  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  2/>th  of 
April,  inserted  in  the  Globe  of  the  16th  of  May  ;  and  os  to 
what  took  place  in  June  and  July,  the  undersigned  knows 
certainly,  among  other  things,  .that  it  was  General  Rusk 
who  informed  General  Gaines  of  the  supposed  movements 
of  the  Camanchcs.  The  undersigned  supposes,  also,  that 
the  military  chief  who  gave  notice  to  the  latter  general  of 
the  two  assassinations  on  the  Navisota  cannot  but  belong 
lo  the  army  of  Texas,  as  it  appears  that  he  was  in  com- 
mand there. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  honorable  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secre- 
tary of  8 late  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA . 
To  the  Bon.  Asrurt  Die  kiss, 

Acting  Secretory  of  State. 

Mr.  Gorosiiza  to  Mr.  Dickiiu. 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  August  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  address  the  honorable 
Asbury  Dickins,  arting  Secretary  of  8 late  of  the  United 
States,  and,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  informal  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  at  the  same  time  thanks  him  for  having 
taken  the  trouble,  at  the  request  of  the  undersigned,  to 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  at  the  War  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  dates  of  the  last  despatches 
from  General  Gaines,  and  the  places  whence  they  were 
dated.  By  the  said  note,  the  undersigned  is  informed 
that,  up  to  the  4th  instant,  nothing  else  had  been  officially 
received  on  the  subject,  than  General  Gaines's  letter  of  the 
Sl8ih  of  June,  written  at  Camp  Sabine,  and  that  conse- 
quently it  was  not  then  known  at  Washington  officially 
that  any  detachment  of  his  troops  had  crossod  the  Sabine. 

As  thia  unfortunate  movement  may,  however,  have  been 
since  effected,  and  as  fresh  despatches  may  at  any  mo- 
ment arrive  from  General  Gaines,  announcing  it,  the  un- 
dersigned solicits  and  hopes  that  in  such  event  Mr.  Dick- 
ins will  have  the  kindness  to  communicate  it  to  him  as 
soon  aa  possible.  Mr.  Dickins  is  no  doubt  sufficiently 
aware  of  the  position  of  the  undersigned,  not  to  be  offend- 
ed at  this  new  request,  nor  to  refuse  to  accede  to  it.  In  a 
mailer  of  so  serious  a  nature,  the  undersigned  cannot  give 
credit  to  any  statements  other  than  those  which  he  re- 
ceive* through  the  Department  now  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Dickins. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
peat to  Mr.  Dickins,  the  acting  Secretary  of  State,  the  as- 
surance* of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GORU9TIZA. 


Mr.  DteJttns  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Dipartmsxt  or  8tate, 

Washington,  August  23,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  8tate  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sta!es,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza.,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  hi* 
note  of  the  10th  instant,  that  it  appears  from  a  conitnum- 

War,  and  dated  on  the  22d  instant,  thet  up  to  that  time 
no  communication  hod  been  received  at  the  Depaitment 
from  General  Gaines,  showing  that  any  portion  of  lb* 
force  under  his  command  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiaa  the  assuran- 
ces of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Mantel  Eduardo  db  Gorostixa. 


Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr 

Departs! k*t  op  State, 

Washington,  August  16.  H 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statue,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  district  at- 
torney of  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  tba 
newspaper  statement,  copied  into  Mr.  Gorostiza's  note  at 
the  2 1st  ultimo,  which  report,  it  is  presumed,  will  be 
found  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  Gorostiaa  the  assurances  of  bis  most  distinguii 
consideration.  ASBURY  DICKINS. 

His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Marlsx,  Euuabso  oe  Gorostixa. 


to  Mr.  Dickins. 

FaARRroar,  Kentucky, 

Augusib,  1836. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  Mexican  minister  had  ad- 
dressed a  complaint  to  the  Department,  founded  upon  a 
publication  made  in  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  copied  from  the  Grand  Gulf  (Mississip- 
pi) Advertiser,  announcing  the  passage  by  that  place  oi 
two  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Wilson, 
on  their  way  to  Texas,  on  board  a  eteamho.it,  "  with 
drum  beating  and  fife  playing,  and  suggesting  that  they 
will  be  followed  by  three  hundred  more,  all  from  old  Ken- 
tucky," suggesting  thcretrom  grounds  tor  the  twlief  that 
the  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates  have  been  violated ;  directing  me  to  inquire  into 
thia  esse  and  report  to  the  Department  the  result .  and 
commanding  vigilance  on  my  part  to  endeavor  to  ; 
similar  causes  ot  com  pi. 


In  answer  thereto,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  I  »u 
personally  acquainted  with  Colonel  Wilson  and  some  of 
his  fellow  emigrants,  and  in  conversation  with  him  and 
some  of  them,  they  assured  me  that  their  object  in  Texas 
was  emiuration  only;  that  it  was  a  new  country,  unim- 
proved, lands  cheap,  and  that  greater  inducements  were 
held  out  to  the  emigrant  in  that  than  any  other  country. 

There  was  no  apparent  movement  by  Colonel  Wilson 
or  his  associates,  within  my  knowledge,  exhibiting  them 
as  an  armed  force,  or  in  a  position  to  authorize  the  infer- 
ence of  their  certain  intent  to  violate  the  neutral  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  any  foreign  Power.  Nor  did  I 
perceive  or  did  any  information  come  to  my  knowledge 
upon  which  I  could  justly  institute  any  legal  proceeding 
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country  as  emigrants,  and  I  know  of  no  authority  under 
the  law*  of  tho  United  States  which  can  prevent  any  man 
or  any  body  of  men  from  emigrating  whither  they  may 
choose.  At  this  time  I  have  no  knowledge  or  information 
of  any  persons  imbodying  themselves  for  Texas,  in  any 
character  whatever. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  much  excitement  has  prevailed 
with  our  population  in  consequence  of  the  massacre  of 
some  Kentuckians  in  the  late  conflicts  in  Texas,  and  pub- 
iicanons  na\e  seen  mmic  ot  a  nature  designed  to  cncer  tne 
Texians  in  their  conflict  for  independence;  beyond  this  I 
know  of  no  movement  of  men  calculated  to  disturb  our 
neutral  relations  with  Mexico. 

8bould  any  thing  tangiMe  present  itself  on  this  subject, 
I  will  report  the  facts,  and  take  all  legal  steps  to  arrest  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  SANDERS,  Jr., 
U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Kentucky. 

To  Asbcrt  Dickins,  Esq., 
Acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United States,  Wnthington. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Diekins. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Ligation  Extraorwkart  iw  the 
Ukitbd  States  or  America, 
Philadelphia,  August  21,  1836. 
8ia  :  Although  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  commander 
of  the  Pen »a cola  station  will  have  already  taken  energetic 
and  efficient  measures  to  protect  American  commerce 
■gainst  the  risks  with  which  it  is  threatened  by  the  block- 
ade of  the  port  of  Matamoras,  lately  so  scandalously  pro- 
chimed  by  the  individual  who  gives  himself  the  title  of 
President  of  Texas,  I  still  consider  it  my  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Department  now  under  your  charge,  to  the 
illegality  and  the  nature  of  tbis  un  hoard -of  proceeding,  in 
order  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  at  my 
solicitation,  if  he  should  think  it,  as  I  do,  just,  order  the 
vessels  of  war  of  this  nation  to  pursue  and  capture  the 
armed  Texians  who  pretend  to  maintain  this  blockade,  con- 
sidering and  treating  them  as  pirates. 

My  opinion  on  the  subject  is  formed  on  a  very  simple 
reasoning.  No  blockade  can  be  maintained  by  any  vessels 
except  vessels  of  war;  no  vessel  can  be  considered  a  vessel 
of  war  unless  it  bear  a  commission  to  that  cHect,  delivered 
by  some  competent  authority,  and  it  sail  under  an  ac- 
knowledged flag.  In  order  that  an  authority  bo  competent 
to  commission  a  vessel  of  war,  it  is  indispensable  that  it  be 
first  acknowledged  as  an  independent  Power.  In  order  that 
a  dag  be  acknowledged,  it  is  likewise  indi»|>ensul)le  that  the 
existence  of  tho  nation  represented  by  it  should  have  been 
previously  acknowledged.  That  Texas  is  not  an  independ- 
ent Power  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations,  it  is  easy  to  prove, 
inasmuch  as  no  other  nation  has  treated  on  equal  terms 
with  its  self-styled  government;  and  that  its  flag  has 
not  liecn  yet  recognised  by  any  nation  is  also  obvious,  be- 
cause the  fact  of  its  existence  as  a  nation  has  not  been  re- 
cognised. How,  then,  can  Texas,  wiihout  being  an  inde- 
Power,  and  without  having  any  recognised  flag, 
a  vessel  of  war  1  and  if  it  cannot  commission 
els  of  war,  with  what  vessel*  can  it  blockade  the  port 
of  Matamoras,  or  any  other  port  in  the  Mexican  territory  1 
Certainly  with  uone.  The  armed  vessels  with  which  it  en- 
deavors to  blockade  that  port,  not  being  vessels  of  war,  can- 
not impede  the  free  navigation  of  neutrals,  much  le«s  seize 
and  detain  them,  without  committing  acts  of  piracy.  Their 
'  very  presence  in  those  ports  is  a  crime  of  that  nature,  as  it 
is  well  known,  from  the  declaration  of  their  so-styled  Presi- 
dent, that  they  went  there  with  his  orders  to  commit  such 
acts  against  the  commerce  of  all  nations.  Now  it  is  evi- 
dent thai  the  acts  attempted  or  committed  at  sea,  which  are 
generally  injurious,  acquire,  from  that  circumstance  alone, 


the  character  of  general  piracy,  and,  consequently,  that  the 
perpetrators  of  such  acta  are  and  can  be  no  other  than  hot- 
tea  humoni  generis,  enemies  of  the  human  race.  Such  is 
the  doctrine  of  all  writers  on  national  law,  the  universal 
practice,  and  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated  Judge  Marshall, 
as  appears  in  the  speech  delivered  by  him  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  alias  Jonathan 
Kobbins, 

Be  pleated,  Mr.  acting  Secretary  of  8 late  of  these 
United  States,  to  submit  what  I  have  here  staled  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  President,  and  lo  accept  the  assurances 
of  my  du-tinjjuished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  G0R08TIZA. 
To  the  Hon.  A  Dickiks, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Forsyth  lo  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Department  or  State, 

Washington,  August  SI,  IMC. 

The  undersigned,  8ecielary  of  State  of  the  United  State*, 
Las  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
in  answer  to  his  note  of  the  i  1st  instant,  that  the  Presi- 
dent, foreseeing  the  risks  to  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Slates  might  be  exposed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
has  already  given  the  necessary  directions  for  it*  protection. 

In  respect  to  the  civil  war  now  carrying  on  between  the 
Mexican  republic  and  Texas,  the  United  States  have  adopt- 
ed, as  Mr.  Gorostiza  is  fully  awaio,  the  same  course  of 
strict  neutrality  that  was  pursued  by  them  during  the  wars 
of  the  same  character  which  were  carried  on  between  Spain 
and  her  American  colonies.  Tbo  measure  which  Mr. 
Gorostiza  proposes  would  be  altogether  inconsistent  with 
that  policy.  Nevertheless,  the  undersigned  will  take  a 
proper  opportunity  to  lay  Mr.  Goiostiza's  note  before  the 
President. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency 
Scnor  Don  Makcel  Edcaroo  be  Gorostiza,  fcc. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Dickins. 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  August  36,  1836. 
Tho  undersigned  has  learned,  with  great  satisfaction, 
from  the  informal  note  addressed  to  bim  on  tbeSSd  instant, 
by  tho  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  State 
of  the*  United  States,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  not 
received  any  despatch  or  notification  of  the  reported  passage 
of  the  Sabine  by  General  Gaines,  as  laic  as  the  22d  instant, 
inclusive. 

The  undersigned  is  the  more  gratified  by  receiving  this 
iufoimaiion  from  Mr.  Dickins,  as,  from  the  contents  of  a 
letter  published  yesterday  in  the  Globe,  which  he  lakes  the 
liberty  to  enclose  to  Mr.  Dickins,  there  waa  real  cause  for 
apprehending  that  this  movement,  so  important  and  disas- 
trous, had  been  actually  effected.  On  comparing  the  dates, 
however,  tho  undersigned  now  begins  lo  entertain  strong 
hopes  that  the  said  letter  msy  he  one  of  the  many  fabrics  - 
cations  with  which  the  newspapers  daily  regale  their  readers. 

The  undersigned  repeats  to  Mr.  Dickins  tho  request 
wiili  which  his  note  of  the  10th  instant  terminates,  and 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  lo  renew  to  him  tbo  as- 
surances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  A.  Dickim., 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
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Mexican  Affairs. 


[Enclosure  in  the  above  ] 

From  the  Free  Trader,  Augtm  6. 

The  following  communication  wu  handed  us  Ihia  morn- 
ing by  William  Parker,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  who  has  just 
returned  from  Texas : 

Nxtcaxz,  Augtul  4,  1836. 

Dkab  8i»  :  I  left  Nacogdoches  on  Saturday  morning 
the  23d  ultimo.  Previous  to  my  leaving  there,  four  com- 
panies of  United  States  troops,  (dragoons,)  from  Fort 
Toweon,  had  arrived ;  six  companies  of  infantry  would  be 
in  Nacogdoches  the  next  day,  making  in  all  ten  com- 
panies. 

General  Gaines  thinks  with  this  force  he  will  be  able  to 
keep  the  Indians  quiet ;  I  think  it  doubtful,  and  should  not 
if  the  Sabine  should  be  the  seat  ol  an  Indian 


Many  rumors  are  afloat  as  regards  the  Indians  inten- 
tions. One  thing  is  certain :  Bowie*,  the  Cherokee  chief, 
is  determined  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Mexicans. 
He  says  be  is  a  colonel  in  the  Mexican  army,  and  will 
obey  their  orders.  •  Speaking  of  the  United  Slates  sending 
troops  across  the  Sabine,  he  says  that  General  Gaines  dare 
not  cross  the  Sabine  :t  hat  he,  Bowles,  knows  iho  treaty  as 
well  tin  General  Gaines  does.  If,  however,  Bowles  falls 
into  the  hands  of  General  Gaines,  I  think  he  will  Jack- 
sonizc  him  a  little,  at  least  hang  him  up  to  dry. 

The  day  previous  to  my  leaving,  four  companies  left 
Nacogdoches  for  the  Texian  army  ;  two  of  horse  from  Red 
river,  and  two  of  infantry  from  Kentucky.  Judging  from 
their  appearance,  I  think  they  intend  to  play  the  game 
out.    They  were  all  well  armed  and  equipped. 

Two  gentlemen  came  in  from  the  army  previoue  to  my 
leaving,  bringing  the  news  that  the  commanding  general, 
Lamar,  had  sent  two  companies  for  Santa  Anna,  to  bring 
him  to  head-quarters,  as  they  say,  to  try  him  for  bis  life. 
The  general's  opinion  is  that  it  is  to  keep  him  safe. 

General  Houston  has  written  to  the  commanding  gene- 
ral, protesting  against  this  proceeding,  and  states  as  a  rea- 
son, thai  they  bad  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Santa  Anna  ; 
that  this  treaty  has  been  sent  to  the  city  of  Mexico ;  that 
coromustonera  have  also  been  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  neither  of  which  have  as  yet  been  heard 
from,  and  that  he  thinks,  injustice  to  Santa  Anna,  they 
ought  to  wait  their  decision.  The  report  of  Santa  Anna 
being  in  irons  is  not  true. 

Previous  to-  these  gentlemen  leaving,  there  appeared  to 
be  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  cab- 
inet in  appointing  Lamar  to  command,  not  knowing  their 
whether 


Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr. 

DuiHTMtxT  or  State, 

Washington,  August  31,  1836. 

Too  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
Stales,  referring  to  the  notes  addressed  to  the  Department 
by  Mr.  Gorostixa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  on  the  38th  ultimo  and  4th 
instant,  relative  to  the  instructions  given  to  General  Game* 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas,  has  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a 
loiter  from  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  dated  on  the  6th  instant,  disapprov- 
ing the  requisition  of  General  Gaines  for  a  militia  force. 
Ii  is  not  doubted  that  it  will  be  entirely  aalisfactory  t©  Mr 
Gorostixa  and  to  the  Mexican  Government. 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Mr.  Gorostixa  wj||  trans- 
mit to  his  Government  a  copy  of  of  tbe  President's  letter, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  render  unnecessary  any  other  answer 
to  Mr.  Goroslixa's  two  notes  above  mentioned. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurances  of  his  most  di«tinzm*h- 
etl  consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  M.  E.  Dx  Gohostiza. 

P.  S.  The  receipt  of  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  Presi- 
dent's letter  having  been  casually  prevented,  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  under  the  necessity  of  transmitting  a  newspaper 
copy,  which,  however,  he  believes  to  be  entirely 


he  was  to  be  commander-in-chief  or  pro 
tern.  In  onler  to  put  the  question  at  rest,  they  took  the 
vole.  On  counting  the  votes,  there  were  .nineteen  hundred 
for  Houston,  and  three  hundred  for  Lamnr.  I  have  seen 
many  men  from  the  army  while  there,  friends  of  Houston, 
as  well  as  enemies,  and  they  all  agree  that  Houston  is 
the  commander,  and  that  no  o'her  man  could  get  the 
command,  and  the  more  intelligent  any  that  It  was  never 
Burnett's  intention  that  any  man  should  supersede  Hous- 
ton. 

Tbe  Texian  army  are  at  Victoria,  on  the  Warloope. 
The  Mexican  army  arc  in  the  neighborhood  of  Matamoras, 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  Texian  army.  I  spent  some 
time  with  General  Houston ;  his  wound  is  healing.  -  Dr. 
Erian,  his  attending  physician,  speaks  of  the  wound  as  if 
it  was  well,  and  stys  that  the  general  is  in  better  health 
now  than  he  has  been  for  two  years  before.  He  is  in  fine 
spirits,  and  informed  mo  that  ho  would  stirt  for  the  army 
in  about  three  we.  k«. 

I  mopped  at  Gaines's  camp  a  few  hours.  The  General 
informed  me  he  expected  volunteers  immediately  from  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Aluhn.na,  and  " 


The  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Governor 
of  Tennessee. 

Hbrmitaoe,  August  It,  1836. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29lh  ultimo  and 
the  4ih  instant,  accompanied  by  the  copies  of  communica- 
tions which  were  addressed  to  you  on  the  4th  of  May  and 
15th  of  July,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also  accompa- 
nied by  yaur  proclamation  of  tbe  20th,  founded  on  tbe 
requisition  made  by  General  Gaines,  bearing  date  the  28th 
June  last.  The  documents  referred  to  in  the  communica- 
tion to  you  of  the  25lb  ultimo,  from  the  War  Department, 
have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  obligations  of  our  treaty  ^rith  Mexico,  as  well  as 
the  general  principles  which  gorern  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  Powers,  require  os  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality 
in  the  contest  which  now  agitates  a  part  of  that  republic. 
So  long  as  Mexico  fulfils  her  duties  to  us  as  they  are  do- 
fined  by  the  treaty,  and  violates  none  of  the  rights  which 
are  secured  by  it  to  our  citizens,  any  act  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  which  would  tend  to 
foster  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  her  Government  and  laws, 
wnft'cvfM  niiv  r>u  in*  ir  cimraLier  or  lonn,  wncn  uammi*- 
tered  within  her  own  limits  and  jurisdiction,  woulJ  be 
unauthorized  and  highly  improper.  A  scrupulous  sense 
of  th*ve  obligation!  has  prevented  me  thus  far  from  doing 
any  thing  which  can  authorize  the  suspicion  that  our  Gov- 
em  men  l  is  unmindful  of  thum,  and  I  hope  to  be  equally 
cautious  and  circumspect  in  all  my  future  conduct.  It  is 
in  reference  to  theso  obligations  that  the  requisition  of 
General  Gaines  in  the  present  instance  must  be  consid- 
ered, and  unless  there  is  a  stronger  necessity  for  it,  it 
should  not  be  sanctioned.  Should  this  necessity  not  be 
manifest,  when  it  is  well  known  that  tbe  disposition  lo 
befriend  the  Texians  is  a  common  feeling  with  tbe  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  it  is  obvious  that  that  requisition 
may  furnish  a  reason  to  Mexico  for  supposing  that  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  may  be  induced  by  in- 
adequate causes  to  overstep  the  lines  of  the  neutrality 
which' it  professes  to  maintain. 

Before  I  left  Washington,  General  Gaines  intimated  to 
the  Department  of  War  that  some  indications  of  hostilities 
from  the  " 
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and  that,  if  it  became  necessary,  he  should  make  a  call  for 
the  mi!  in  i.  He  had  also  informed  the  Department  of  bis 
ill  health,  and  asked  for  a  furlough  to  enable  him  to  visit 
the  White  Sulphur  springs.  I  directed  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  grant  him  the  furlough,  and  to  inform  him  of  the 
apportionment  which  had  been  made  of  the  10,000  militia 
under  the  volunteer  act,  and  if  the  emergency  ahould 
arise  which  would  make  it  necessary  to  increase  the  force 
under  hia  command,  that  a  thousand  volunteers  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  another  in  Missouri,  raised  agreeably  to  this 
act,  would  be  enrolled  and  held  ready  for  the  service. 

Thia  force,  aided  by  the  portions  of  the  dragoon  regi- 
ments that  would  be  stationed  in  that  quarter,  and  those 
of  the  regular  army  already  there,  were  deemed  amply 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  near  the  Indians 
referred  to.  There  are  no  reasons  set  forth  in  the  requisi- 
tion which  the  general  has  since  made  upon  you  to  justify 
the  belief  that  the  force  above  enumerated  will  be  insuffi- 
cient, and  I  cannot,  therefore,  sanction  it  at  the  present 
time.  To  sanction  that  requisition  for  the  reasons  wlfich 
accompany  it,  would  warrant  the  belief  that  it  was  done  to 
aid  Texas,  and  not  from  a  desire  to  prevent  an  infringe- 
ment of  our  territorial  or  national  rights. 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  whose 
prowess  and  patriotism  are  displayed  so  promptly  on  all 
occasions  that  threaten  the  peace  or  safety  of  their  beloved 
country,  have  been  called  out  on  this  occasion  without 
proper  consideration.  They  can  for  the  present  only  be 
mustered  into  the  service  and  discharged.  If  there  are 
funds  appropriated  out  of  which  tbey  can  be  paid,  an  or- 
der to  this  effect  will  be  given. 

The  ten  thousand  volunteers  authorized  under  the  late 
act  of  Congress,  are  intended  for  one  year's  service,  and 
must  be  employed  to  meet  all  necessary  calls  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  frontier  borders.  Should  the  occasion  arise 
for  a  greater  number  on  the  western  frontier,  the  call  will 
be  made  on  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
is,  however,  no  information  to  justify  the  apprehension  of 
hostilities  lo  any  serious  extent  from  the  western  Indians. 
Should  a  necessity  arise,  the  brigade  from  East  Tennessee 
will  be  onlcred  to  the  western  frontier  as  soon  as  thci; 
service  can  be  dispensed  with  where  they  are  now  employed. 

I  would  barely  add  further,  that  the  authority  given  you 
by  the  order  of  the  4th  of  May,  having  been  satisfied,  by 
yielding  to  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines,  a  new  au- 
thority from  tho  Department  of  War  was  necessary  lo 
authorize  you  to  comply  with  that  of  the*28th  of  June. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  having  adopted, 
in  regard  to  Mexico  and  Texas,  the  same  rule  of  neutral- 
ity which  had  been  observed  in  all  similar  cases  before,  it 
not  to  have  been  expected  that  General  Gaines  should 
his  requisition  for  additional  military  force  on 
plainly  inconsistent  with  the  obligations  of  that 
Should  Mexico  insult  our  national  flag,  invade  our 
territory,  or  interrupt  our  citizens  in  the  lawful  pursuits 
which  are  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty,  then  the  Gov- 
ernment will  promptly  repel  the  insult,  and  take  speedy 
reparation  for  the  injury.  But  it  does  not  seem  that  of- 
fences  of  this  character  havotften  committed  by  Mexico, 
or  were  believed  to  have  been  by  General  Gaines. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
His  Excellency  N.  Cawsok, 


P.  S.  Before  closing  this  letter,  the  document*  referred 
to  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War  as  having  been  transmit- 
ted to  me,  have  been  received. 

Was  DaeAUTMKST,  July  25,  1836.. 
General  Gaines  has  apprized  thia  Depart- 
i  made  a  requi 
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for  a  regiment  of 
United  States. 

Copies  of  the  despatches  received  from  General  Gaines 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  will  issue  such  orders  upon  them  as  be  may  think 
circumstances  require.  Meantime  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any  inconvenience  or 
delay  in  the  event  of  the  confirmation  of  General  Gaines's 
requisition  by  the  President,  a  disbursing  officer  will  be 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  with  the  ne- 
cessary funds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
ili4£xcellency  Newtox  Cajthow, 

of 


to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
] 

Philadelphia,  September  3,  1836. 
The  undersigned  was  so  immediately  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  the  document  to  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  refers  in  his  note  of  the  31st  of  August,  that  he  had 
already,  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  transmitted  a  copy  of 
it  to  his  Government.    By  this  means,  its  contents  will 
soon  be  known  in  Mexico,  and  the  Government  of  the  un- 
dersigned may  then  be  enabled  to  estimate  fully  the  purity 
of  the  international  doctrine  there  laid  down  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  8tatee,  and  the  jusUce  with  which  be 
applies  this  doctrine  in  the  present  emergency.  Even 
without  ibis  [expoaition  of  international  doctrine,]  the 
mere  fact  of  the  President's  having  disapproved  the  requisi- 
tion of  General  Gainos  would  of  itself  suffice,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  undersigned,  to  cause  its  announcement  to  be 
received  with  peculiar  satisfaction  in  Mexico,  as  the  as- 
sembling of  so  many  American  troops  on  the  very  frontiers 
of  Texas,  although  it  would  be  perfectly  legal  as  long  as 
confined  to  the  known  limits  of  the  United  States,  could 
not  but  in  Lime  occasion  disquiet  and  alarm  with  regard  to 
the  possible  consequence*.    Of  the  latter,  none  would 
have  been  more  probable  than  their  organization  of  a  sys- 
<ein  of  progressive  desertion  in  favor  of  the  Tcxians,  and 
by  no  means  of  their  agents.    Who  can  deny  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  case,  if  he  for  a  moment  consider  the  ex- 
citement of  the  period,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  by  lo- 
calities!   But,  although  the  spirit  and  the  words  of  the 
President's  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  be  praise- 
worthy, and  may  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects  with 
regard  to  the  future  maintenance  of  a  position  of  strict 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  United  Suites  during  the  dis- 
turbances in  Texas,  yet  the  undersigned 
ingly  that  be  must  diasent  from  th 
Mr.  Forsyth  at  the  end  of  hie  said  note  of  the  81st 
For,  in  order  that  tho  Department  of  State  should  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  answer  the  notes  of  the  undersigned, 
dated  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August,  there  must 
be  some  paragraph  in  the  said  letter  of  the  President  which 
would  serve  as  a  reply  to  the  question  urged  in  those  notes, 
and  the  undersigned,  though  he  was  anxious  to  find  such 
a  paragraph,  has  been  unable  to  do  so.    It  is  true  that  the 
President  there  disapproves  the  requisition  made  by  Gen- 
eral Gaines  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  of  the  reasons  on 
which  it  was  based ;  and  that  he  likewise  disapproves  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  in  considering  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  4th  of  May  still  in 
force    but  is  it  also  to  be  understood  that  the  President 
withdraws,  or  will  wilhdrsw  from  General  Gaines,  the 
authorization  which  he  bad  given  to  him  on  the  25th  of 
April,  and  had  confirmed  on  the  1  llh  of  July,  to  advance 
with  his  troops  as  far  as  Nacogdoches  1    If  Mr.  Forsyth 
can  answer  the  undersigned  in  the  affirmative,  he  wiU  be 
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fully  satisfied,  and  will  in  fact  acknowledge  that  there  ia 
no  need  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  again  occupying  himself  with 
thoae  note*. 

The  undersigned  svails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Mr.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of 
Stale  of  these  United  States,  the  assurances  of  bis  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

M.  E.  DS  GOROSTIZA. 
Hon.  Jour  Fobbtth,  Secretory  of  State. 


Bv 


the  last  mail 
t. 


>  Mr.  Forsyth. 
Natchez,  August  20,  1836. 
I  received  a  communication,  ad- 


Mr.  Gvrostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
[Translation.] 
Philadelphia,  September  9,  1336. 
The  undersigned,  from  what  he  reads  in  variotuwiews-  I 
papers,  haa  cause  to  fear  that  General  Dunlap  is  fTgnued  | 
in  enlisting  a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  in  Ten- 
nessee, who  are  to  march  to  Texas  under  his  orders.  The 
Vicksburg  Register  goes  so  far  as  to  stale  that  their  number 
already  amounts  to  three  thousand,  and  that  they  arc  all 
armed,  having  been  previously  intended  for  the  war  in 
Florida.    It  is  likewise  added  that  they  are  on  tbe  eve  of 
departure  for  that  destination.    Although  the  undersigned 
believes  that  this  scandalous  proceeding,  if  certain,  will 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  attorney  of  that  district, 
he  nevertheless  thinks  proper  to  denounce  it  to  the  honor- 
able John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of  these  United 
States,  in  order  that  it  may  be  verified,  opposed,  and  chas- 
tised according  to  the  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Forsyth  will  act 
with  the  utmost  promptitude  in  an  affair  which  ia  of  such 
magnitude,  and  which,  if  prosecuted  to  the  end  proposed, 
will  be  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stale  ol  these 
United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration.  M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Johs  Forsith,  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mm.  Corostizal 
DarARTMsar  or  State, 

Washington,  September  16,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United 
Slates,  has  hud  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Gor- 
oatiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  9ih  inMunt,  relative  to  a 
Urge  body  of  armed  volunteers  enlisting  in  Tennessee  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Dunlap, who,  as  Mr.  Gorottiza 
learns  from  the  newgpapers,  are  about  to  march  to  Texas. 

The  attention  of  the  district  attorney  for  Tennessee  has 
already  been  specially  directed  to  the  execution  of  the  laws 
for  preisorvinn  the  neutral  relations  of  the  United  State*  ; 
and  no  aulfioicnt  grooud  ia  perceived,  in  the  newspaper  re- 
ports referred  to  by  Mr.  Geroettxa,  for  further  instructions 
on  the  •ubject. 

The  undersigned  avail*  himself  of  this  occasion  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  the  agent  of  the 
district  attorney  of  Mississippi,  who  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  proceedings  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  De- 
partment by  Mr.  Gorostiza,  also  upon  newspaper  informa- 
tion, in  his- note  of  tbe  2 1st  of  July  last  By  this  letter, 
and  that  of  the  district  attorney  of  Kentucky  on  the  same 
subject,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Gorostisa  on  tbe  16th  ultimo, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  States  officers  are  vigi- 
lant in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  that  newspaper  re- 
ports are  not,  in  themselves,  safe  grounds  for  official  inter- 

isnmfia 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  Goroe- 
lixa  the  assurances  of  bis  high  ennmderation. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Ex.  SenorDon  M.  E.  Dx  GenorrtzA,  4;c. 


Sir  ; 

dressed  by  Asbury  Dickins,  Esq.,  acting  Secretary,  to  K 
M.  Gaines,  Esq.,  United  States  district  attorney  for  this 
district,  informing  him  that  the  Mexican  minister  bed  ma- If 
a  complaint  to  the  Depaitmcnt  of  State  on  the  subject  oi 
an  armament  oquipped  for  Texas,  as  reported  in  the  Grand 
Gulf  Advertiser.  Being  connected  in  the  practice  of  the 
law  with  Mr.  Gaines,  and  requested  by  him  to  attend  la 
all  communications  directed  to  him  in  his  absence,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Gaines,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  was  compelled  to  leave  home  about  the  20lh 
of  June  last,  having  committed  the  duties  of  bis  office  to 
my  care  in  his  absence.  In  reply  to  the  communication 
of  Mr.  Dickins,  I  have  to  state  that  no  information  of  each 
an  armament  as  described  has  been  received  by  roe,  either 
before  or  since  tbe  departure  of  Mr.  Gaines,  and  further, 
that  no  information  of  any  other  armament  fitted  out  for 
Texas,  of  a  character  to  justify  proceedings  under  the  U« 
for  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  received,  except  perhaps  in  the  case  of  Felix 
Houston,  Eaq.,  in  which  Mr.  Gaines,  after  Using  great 
exertions  to  procure  a  warrant,  failed  to  do  so.  If  any  ev- 
idence can  be  procured  in  either  of  these  cases,  it  will  be 
presented  to  the  grand  jury  at  tbe  next  sitting  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  district  court.  Vigilance  also  will  be  need  to 
prevent  any  future  infraction  of  our  neutrality  in  tbi>  die, 
irict. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  E.  ADDISON,  for 
R.  M.  GAINES,  V.  S.  D.  A. 

To  the  Hon.  Johs  FoRsrra, 


Mr.  (Jorosliza  to  Mr.  Forty th. 
[Translation.] 

Leo ati o*  ExTRAORpiHAar  or  Mexico  ie  tri 
*  UsiTto  States  or  Amebic  a, 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  10,  1836. 

After  reeding  the  letter  from  Naeogdocbea,  dated  the  4th 
of  August,  which  appeared  in  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  yesterday,  I  have  hut  hide  doubt  that  tbe  Mexican  ter- 
ritory has  been  already  unfortunately  violated  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  troops,  especially  as  tbe  contents  of  that  letter 
only  confirm  the  statement  to  tbe  same  effect  made  in 
others,  which  have  been  received  in  Philadelphia,  and 
which,  as  I  lemn,  wrre  written  at  Nacogdoches  on  tbe 
16th  and  the  SOili  of  July.  That  published  in  the  Globs 
of  tbe  25th  ultimo,  and  which  I  sent  to  the  Department  of 
State  with  my  note  of  the  26th,  was,  if  I 
dated  the  23d  [July.] 

It  appears  therefore  that  the  first  troop 
and  occupird  Naeogdocbea  were  three  or  fuur  companies  of 
dragoon*,  who  were  previously  in  Arkansas,  and  had  no 
need  of  piisviug  the  Sahira*fcn  order  to  reach  that  placr, 
and  that  they  were  afterwards  reinforced  by  some  com- 
panies of  infantry  which  had  formed  part  of  the  force  it 
General  Gaines's  encampment.  If  this  be  certain,  and  if 
the  War  Department  has  not  received  despatches  from  that 
general  on  the  subject,  there  must  necessarily  have  been  a 
miscarriage  of  its  correspondence. 

However  that  may  be,  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  ntust 
know  that  I  have  now  more  cause  than  ever  to  bo  aoxiuei 
for  a  reply  to  my  notes  of  the  38th  of  July  and  the  4th  of 
August.  The  resolution  of  the  President  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, determine  the  character  of  the  relations  which  are  to 
exist  immediately  thenceforward  between  the  two  emmttie*; 
and  ahookj  that  resolution  be,  contrary  to  all  my 
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tions,  adverse  to  the  rights  of  Mexico,  it  will  also  neces- 
sarily determine  ti  to  the  existence  of  a  minion  l>y  which  I 
am  bo  highly  honoied. 

I  repeat,  however,  that  I  do  not  anticipate  this.  The 
language  used  by  the  President,  in  bis  letter  of  the  Gth  of 
August,  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  is  so  frank,  gener- 
ous, and  friendly  towards  Mexico,  and  the  principles  there- 
in professed  by  him  are  so  exact  and  equitable,  that  it 
would  certainly  be  a  gratuitous  injury  to  his  feelings,  to  sup- 
pose for  a  single  instant,  that,  on  an  occossion  a  thousand 
times  more  important  than  .that,  he  could  think  and  act  in 
a  different  manner.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  entertain  such 
an  idea.  If,  at  that  period,  and  when  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation  which  could  only  give  rise  to  suspicions  of 
portiality  towards  the  Texians,  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  hastened  to  disapprove  of  it,  in  consideration  of  the 
treaties  by  which  obligations  were  entered  into  with  Mexi- 
co, and  because  Mexico  had,  up  to  that  period,  failed  in  no 
respect  in  the  observance  of  those  engagements,  with  so 
much  the  more  confidence  may  it  now  be  expected  that  the 
President  will  recall  from  Nacogdoches  the  troops  which 
have  violated  tike  Mexican  territory,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
principles  of  international  right ;  and  that  he  will  withdraw  I 
from  General  Gaines  a  dangerous  power,  which,  especially 
in  his  hands,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  evil  to  the  two  i 
republics.  This  sir,  as  I  conceive,  was  your 
when,  in  sending  me,  on  the  3 1st  of  August,  a  copy  of  the 
President's  letter,  you  assured  me  that  it*  contents  were  a 
sufficient  reply  to  the  notes  mentioned  above;  and  your  I 
opinion,  sir,  is  now,  as  ever,  of  great,  importance  in  iny  eyes. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  as- 
surances of  my  very  distinguished  consideration.  » 

M.  E.  DE  GOR08TIZA. 

To  the  Hon.  Jokx  Foxsttb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  6oro$tiza  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
[Translation.] 
PniLSBKiraiA,  September  IS,  1886. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  the  honor  to 
address  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State  of 
these  United  States,  in  order  to  complain,  in  the  name  of 
his  Government,  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  collector  of 
the  custom-house  of  New  Turk,  in  admitting,  as  he  has, 
wh  at  is  called  the  Texian  flag  of  war  into  that  port,  and  to 
protest,  in  consequence,  agaiu«t  this  proceeding,  and  the 
effects  which  may  arise  from  it,  as  he  considers  the  whole 
occurrence  most  injurious  to  the  rights  of  Mexico,  and 
manifestly  at  variance  with  the  very  principles  which  the 
United  States  have  professed,  and  on  which  they  have  acted 
io  similar  cases. 

The  circumstances  of  the  affair  were  these :  On  the  1st 
day  of  this  month  an  armed  schooner,  under  what  is  called 
the  Texian  flag  entered  in  the  port  of  New  York.  On  the 
came  day,  the  Mexican  consul  wrote  to  the  district  attorney, 
soliciting  that  the  vessel  might  be  seized,  and  that  prose- 
cution might  be  commenced  against  her  without  delay,  ac- 
cording to  law ;  it  being  evident  that,  as  her  character  of 
an  armed  vessel  was  not  protected  by  a  flag  previously  re- 
cognised by  the  United  States,  she  had  acquired,  from  the 
fact  of  entering  n  foreign  port  armed,  the  indisputable  char- 
acter of  a  pirate.  The  district  attorney  answered  the  con- 
sul by  a  letter,  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  will  find  a 
copy  (A)  annexed  to  this  note.  He  will  there  see  that  the 
principal  question  respecting  the  nature  of  the  flag  is  entire- 
ly, though  in  courteous  terms,  set  aside,  and  that  the  at- 
torney speaks  and  acta  merely  with  reference  to  general 
rules,  which  have  no  bearing  on  an  exceptive  case.  In  the 
mean  time  the  schooner,  encouraged  by  this  impunity,  en- 


tered farther  into  the  port  on  the  3d  instant,  anchored  near 
the  Cii«t!e-gardeu,  saluted  the  to.vn,  and  was  in  return  sa- 
luted by  a  volunteer  company,  (whether  by  or  without  the 
order  of  any  military  authority  is  not  known,)  after  which 
her  officers  and  men  landed  with  uniforms,  arms,  dec. 
The  consul  communicated  to  the  undersigned  all  that  had 
occurred ;  upon  which  the  undersigned  ordered  him  to  ask 
the  collector  of  that  custom-house  whether  the  Texian 
armed  schooner  Brutus  was  really  a  vessel  of  war  or  an 
armed  merchant  vessel,  on  what  grounds  the  custom*  house 
had  permitted  her  to  enter,  and  why  it  recognised  her  flag, 
although  that  flag  had  not  been  recognised  by  the  United 
States.  The  consul  did  so ;  and  in  the  annexed  copy  (13) 
the  Secretary  of  State  may  see  the  strange  reply,  to  call  it 
by  no  less  gentle  a  name,  which  was  received  from  the  said 
collector;  to  use  a  proverbial  English  phrase,  it  speaks 
volumes.  The  undersigned  will  take  the  liberty  of  cur- 
sorily reviewing  this  answer. 

The  collector  begins  by  telling  the  consul  that  the  schoon- 
er is  a  national  vessel*  and  that  ber  commander  has  ex- 
hibited a  commission  as  such  from  the  President  of  the 
republic  of  Ttxas.  A  national  vessel !  Who  is  the  col- 
lector of  the  custom-house  of  New  York,  that  he  should 
thus  declare  to  be  national  a  vessel  belonging  to  what  is 
called  a  nation,  but  is  not  a  nation  in  any  of  its  relations 
with  the  Governments  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  1 
He  doubtless  meant  to  say  that  she  was  a  vessel  of  war,  aa 
he  partly  shows  in  his  allusion  to  the  commission  delivered 
by  the  President  of  the  republic  of  Texas.  But  who  is 
the  President  of  Texas  ?  What  is  the  republic  of  Texas  1 
In  what  document  has  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  of 
New  York  read  that  the  United  States  have  yet  recognised 
either  the  President  or  the  republic,  even  as  existing  ?  In 
what  case  has  he  seen  his  own  Government  applying  to 
them  the  names  by  which  he  calls  themT  And  even 
though  all  this  may  have  been,  how  is  the  collector  assured 
that  the  commission  is  a  true  one  t  How  does  he  know 
that  it  it  sufficient  to  establish  the  national  character  of  the 
vessel  t  Has  he  leamt  whether  other  conditions  may  not 
be  necescary,  from  any  navigation  act  made  by  the  Texians, 
if  any  such  act  have  been  made  in  Texas  ?  Has  he  ascer- 
tained the  origin  of  the  crew  and  the  number  of  Texians  in 
it?  Has  he  inquired  where  the  vessel  was  built,  and 
whether,  in  case  it  should  have  been  built  in  the  United 
States,  it  t«e  or  be  not  entitled  to  enter  a  port  in  those 
States  as  a  belligerant  1  If  none  of  these  conditions  should, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  collector  of  the  New  York  custom- 
house, he  required,  in  order  that  a  vessel  which  is  not  re- 
cognised may  enter  armed  into  that  port,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  why  all  the  pirates  in  the  world  do  not  lake  refuge 
there.  None  of  them  could  certainly  be  without  a  sheet  of 
paper  to  write  a  commission  on,  or  a  strip  of  bunting  for  a 

The  collector  next  tells  the  consul  that,  having  received 
no  orders  from  his  Government  to  interdict  the  entrance  of 
the  vessels  of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  that  district,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  authorized  to  prevent  the  Brutus  from  en- 
tering, or  to  molest  her  afterwards,  so  long  as  she  did  not 
violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  Now,  as  he  bad  received 
no  orders  to  admit  Texian  vessels,  why  did  he  not  wail  for 
such  orders  1  Does  not  silence  on  such  a  subject  say  enough  ? 
Could  he  hsve  supposed  thai  his  Government  would  have 
tacitly  delegated  to  a  subaltern  authority  the  important  fa- 
culty of  determining  at  what  period  a  flag,  not  hitherto 
recognised  by  any  nation,  might  bo  displayed  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States  without  inconvenience  to  them,  or  offence 
to  some  other  Power!  How,  repeals  the  undersigned, 
could  the  collector  of  the  custom  house  of  New  York  have 
imagined  thai,  if  the  independence  of  Texas  were  to  be 
recognised,  the  first  step  towards  its  recognition  would  be 
left  entirely  at  his  discretion,  and  to  be  made  whenever  he 
pleased  * 
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Tbe  collector  then  states  that  it  baa  been  the  practice*!) 
the  port  of  New  York  to  treat  with  respect  and  courtesy  the 
flogs  of  thoM  nations  which  have  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent, and  maintained  their  independence  against  the 
authority  of  the  country  from  which  they  have  seceded. 
This  is  all  well,  provided  it  has  been  so  previously  deter- 
mined by  the  Executive,  and  not  merely  by  the  collector  of 
a  custom-house.  In  order  to  arrive  at  such  a  result,  an 
Executive  would,  from  respect  to  itself,  have  first  weighed 
carefully  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  have  examined  previous 
circumstances  and  engagements ;  while  the  collector  of  a 
custom-house  might  act  improperly  in  so  aerioua  a  matter, 
either  from  weakness,  or  from  ignorance,  or  from  being 
notoriously  identified,  by  his  o[ 
those  who  display  tbe  new  flag 

Finally,  tbe  collector  tells  tbe  consul  that  the  armed 
•els  of  Texas  have  been,  for  some  months  past,  admitted  in 
New  Orleans  without  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  that 
custom-bouse,  and  without  any  complaint,  so  far  as  had 
been  advised,  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  consul  residing 
there.  Those  who  have  told  the  collector  so  deceived  him ; 
and  the  best  reply  to  bis  last  assertion,  which  destroys,  b1«o, 
tbe  whole  value  of  the  precedent  attempted  to  be  established, 
la  to  be  found  in  the  subjoined  copy  (C)  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Mexican  consul  at  New  Orleans  himself  to 
tbe  acting  Secretary  of  Relations  of  Mexico.  In  that  com- 
munication the  Secretary  of  State  will  see  that  tbe  consul 
did  perform  his  duty,  by  addressing  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
tom-house directly,  in  order  to  inquire  under  what  flag  he 
had  admitted  the  first  Texian  armed  vessel  which  entered 
that  port  on  the  1st  of  January  of  this  year.  The  Secretary 
or  State  will  also  see,  in  the  same  document,  that  tbe  only 
answer  received  from  the  collector  was  tbe  declaration  given 
Indirectly,  that  he  bad  determined  not  to  answer  the  consul 
at  all.  Now,  what  more  could  the  poor  consul  do,  when 
he  was  thus  not  even  allowed  to  obtain  evidence  of  the  fact 
on  which  his  first  complaint  was  to  be  based?  Or  what 
was  the  use  of  addressing  bis  complaints,  in  the  subsequent 
cases,  to  a  collector  who  had  already  adopted  the  magnani- 
mous resolution  of  giving  no  answer  to  any  question  which 
might  be  put  to  him* 

8ucb,  then,  so  futile  and  so  partial,  were  the  roasons  by 
which  tbe  collector  of  tbe  New  York  custom  -house  baa  been 
guided  on  this  occasion.  The  undersigned,  after  this  ex- 
posure of  them,  has  no  doubt  that  the  President  of  the 
United  8 tales  will  view  them  in  the  same  light,  and  that  he 
will  adopt,  without  delay,  such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
most  efficacious,  for  manifesting  bis  entire  disapprobation 
of  the  official  acts  of  that  individual. 

With  regard  to  the  principles  by  which  the  United  States 
have  hitherto  been  always  governed  in  similar  cases,  tbey 
are  those,  so  obvious  and  so  well  known,  whirh  are  clearly 
raid  down  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  President's  celebrated 
menage  of  March  8,  1829.  Mr.  Monroe  there,  in  speaking 
of  the  Spanish  provinces  which  had  seceded  from  the  mother 
country,  says  that  "the  United  States  had  acknowledged 
the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  as  belligeranu,  so  soon  as  their  movement  had  assumed 
such  a  steady  and  consistent  form  as  to  render  their  ultimate 
success  probahle,  and,  from  that  period,  they  bad  been 
permitted  to  enter  with  their  vessels  of  war  and  trading 
vessels  into  the  ports  of  these  United  State*,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  provisions,  of  trading,"  &c.  Thence,  it  may  be 
naturally  inferred,  iu  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that, 
until  surh  movement  had  acquired  such  a  steady  and  con- 
sistent form  as  to  render  probable  (not  merely  possible)  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  said  provinces  in  their  struggle 
against  Spain,  the  United  States  neither  acknowledged  their 
possession  of  any  righla  as  belligerents, 
in  the  American  porta. 

consequently,  a  great  inte 
of  the  movement  and  the  period  at  which  it 


could  have  acquired  the  steadiness  and  consistency  deemed 
requisite  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  its  termination  would 
probably  be  favorable ;  and  the  neutrality  which  may  have 
been,  and  indeed  really  was,  observed  by  the  United  States 
during  the  whole  of  that  interval  was,  and  could  only  have 
been,  a  mere  neutrality  of  expectancy,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  whether  those  provinces  did,  or  did  not,  cosmos  the 
means  of  emancipating  themselves. 

Now,  even  admitting  tbe  case  of  Texas  to  be  similar 
to  those  of  the  republics  which  were  formerly  colonies 
of  Spain  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  can  it  be  said  that 
the  Texian  movement  has  ye*i  arrived  at  the  point  which 
those  of  the  8panieh  Amer.can*  had  attained,  w  hen  the 


Spanieh 

United  Stales  allowed  them  the  same  rights  ?  It  would  be 
ridiculous  to  assert  this.  The  undersigned  will  not  waste 
lime  in  enumerating  the  various  resources  of  population, 
riches,  and  tbe  elements  of  society  possessed  by  the  Span- 
ish Americans  and  certainly  not  possessed  by  the  Texiaaa; 
he  will  merely  remind  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  corrc4>ors- 
tion  of  his  previous  assertion,  that  the  pretended  indepen- 
dence of  Texas dstes  only  from  the  Iteginning  ot  last  March. 
In  that  month  the  first  campaign  of  Texas  began,  aud  du- 
ring tbe  whole  of  that  month,  as  well  as  the  grei 


i  greater 

of  April,  the  Texians  were  beaten  wherever  they  app 
ed.  They  had,  by  their  own  confession,  only  six 
dred  men  under  arms,  commanded  by  General  Houston. 
Thst  General  succeeded  in  surprising  the  vanguard  of  the 
Mexican  army,  and  it  was  then  only,  when  General  Sants 
Ann*,  who,  from  accident  or  excess  of  zeal,  was  present, 
became  the  prisoner  of  the  Texians,  and  was  forced  by  them 
to  sign  an  armistice,  which  was  moat  improperly,  and  in  a 
manner  most  contiary  to  all  probability,  obeyed  by  General 
Filisola,  that  the  Texians  obtained  the  unexpected  advantage 
of  the  evacuation  of  the  territory.  The  undersigned  con- 
ceives that  none  of  three  things  indicate  ttendinees  or  con- 
sistency aa  yet.  Had  the  gencral-in-chief.  President  S«nu 
Anna,  not  been  present  ot  the  San  Jacinto,  or  had  General 
Fileola  not  obeyed  the  orders  of  a  captive,  the  consequences 
of  that  battle  would  have  been  politically  unimportant,  and 
but  very  trifling  in  a  military  point  of  view.  The  situation 
of  the  Texians  would  not  have  been  improved  by  the  vic- 
tory, as  the  Mexican  force  was  etiil  six  or  seven  times  greater 
than  theirs.  Moreover,  the  season  of  rains  and  fevers  im- 
mediately afterwards  rendered  the  continuation  of  the 
impossible — a  circuit 
tbe  subsequent  inactivity. 

The  Mexican  Congress,  however,  has  deprived  tbe  bat- 
tle of  Ssn  Jacinto  of  its  political  importance,  by  declaring 
null  and  void  all  acts  signed  by  President  Santa  Anna  du- 
ring his  captivity;  and,  as  the  sickly  season  will  soon  have 
ended,  the  day  is  at  hand  when  the  Mexicana  will  crow 
the  Colorado.  The  Texiana  will  then  have  an  opportunity 
of  showing  whether  they  possess  the  requisites  for  national 
freedom  and  independence.  We  ahall  then  judge  by  ac- 
tion, not  by  accideuta,  whether  their  movement  assumes 
the  steady  and  consistent  form  which  ia  necessary  to  render 
their  ultimate  success  probable. 

Meanwhile,  the  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  integrity 
and  the  impartiality  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  hopes  that,  adhering  to  tbe  principles  which  they 
themselves  established  for  the  guidance  of  tbeir  conduct  ia 
the  cases  already  mentioned,  they  will  declare  their  pom 
to  be  atill  closed  against  the  vessels  of  the  Texians,  aad 
will  not  admit  them  to  the  rights  of  belligeranu  out  of  tht 
territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  the  war. 

The  underaigned»apologizes  to  the  Secretary  of  8tatc  for 
the  length  of  this  note,  and  o vails  himself  of  the  ocr*>t«& 
to  repeat  to  the  honorable  John  Forsyth  the  assurance*  of 
his  moat  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  E.  DE  OOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  Jonir  Fobsttb, 
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A. 


U.  8.  District  Attobjtet'b  Oppick, 

New  York,  September  I,  1836. 

Sib:  I  hud  this  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  this  dale,  advising  me  of  the  arrival  at  the  port  of 
New  York  of  a  vessel  called  the  Texian  ichooner  Brutus, 
and  hasten  to  apprize  yon  of  my  earnest  wish  to  render 
every  aid  in  my  power  to  prevent  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  an  infringement  of  their  treaty  with 
the  republic  of  Mexico.  In  this  wish  I  am  not  only 
prompted  by  a  sense  of  duty,  but  by  the  expressed  deter- 
mination of  the  Executive  of  this  Government  to  observe 
an  entire  neutrality  as  regards  the  revolution  which  agitates 
the  Government  you  represent. 

To  promote  the  object  of  your  letter,  I  have  instructed 
the  marshal  of  this  district  carefully  to  observe  the  conduct 
which  may  be  pursued  by  the  commander  of  the  Brutus, 
•nd  immediately  to  report  any  acts  that  will  justify  my  in- 
terference as  public  prosecutor.  Such  other  measures  will 
be  adopted  ns  circumstances  may  suggest,  to  detect  and 
promptly  punish  any  violation  of  law  tending  to  interrupt 
the  friendly  relations  between  our  respective  Government*. 
Permit  use  to  invite  your  co-operation  in  this  duty,  by  in- 
forming me  of  such  facts,  within  your  knowledge,  as  may 
subject  the  factors  to  the  penalties  of  the  United  Slates 
laws,  by  which  it  is  forbidden,  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  State*,  to  fit  out  and  arm 


or  attempt  to  fit  out  and 
arm,  or  to  increase  and  augment  the  force  of  a  vessel  of 
war,  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel,  or  to  begin  or  set  on  foot  a 
military  expedition  or  enterprise  within  the  United  States, 
to  be  carried  on  from  these  against  the  dominions  of  a  for- 
jr,  or  people,  with  whom  the  United 


e  at  peace. 
With  greal 


stantly  arriving  at  and  departing  from  the  port  of  New  Or* 
leans,  without  any  bindemnce  on  the  part  of  the  officer*  of 
the  customs  of  that  port,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  with- 
out any  complaint  on  llie  part  of  the  Mexican  Government 

o/the  waters  of  the  United  States  to  vessels  of  the  descrip- 
tion referred  to. 

I  trust  the  answers  given  to  the  inquiries  contained  in 
will  be  satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  also  to  his 


tions  you  have  addressed  fl 

I  ant,  air,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
vaot,  SAMUEL  SWART  WOUT. 

8kbabtia*  Mbboabo,  Esq. 

/,  New  York. 


great  respect,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  M.  PRICE, 
United  State*  District  Attorney. 
To  Mr.  Sebastia*  Mrbcabo, 

Mexican  Consul,  New  York, 

B. 

Nbw  Yonic,  September  8,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  yes- 
terday, of  your  letter  propounding  certain  inquiries  respect- 
ing the  Texian  vessel  now  in  this  port.  To  the  first  in- 
quiry, vix.  "whether  said  schooner  is  a  merchant  vessel, 
a  vessel  of  war,  or  a  privateer, n  I  answer  that  she  is  a  na- 
tional vessel,  the  commander  of  which  has  shown  to  me  his 
commission  as  such,  from  the  President  of  the  republic  of 
Texas. 

To  the  second  question,  vie.  "upon  what  grounds  this 
office  has  admitted  said  vessel,"  I  bog  leave  to  state  that, 
having  received  no  orders  from  my  own  Government  to  in- 
terdict  the  entrance,  into  this  district,  of  the  vessels  of  the 
republic  of  Texas,  I  do  not  feel  myself  aulborixed  to  ex. 
cludo  or  molest  her  unless  »he  violates  the  laws  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

To  the  third  inquiry,  vix.  "upon  what  grounds  this  of- 
fice acknowledges  a  flag  that  is  not  scknowledged  by  the 
United  States, »•  I  am  constrained  U,  answer,  that  it  has 
been  the  practice  at  this  port  to  treat  with  respect  and 
courtesy  the  flags  of  such  nations  as  have  declared  them- 
selves independent,  and  maintained  their  independence 
against  the  authority  of  the  country  from  which  tbey  have 
seceded.  That  was  the  ease,  always,  with  respect  to  the 
Mexican  flig  before  its  independence  was  acknowledged  by 
any  Government  in  America  or  Europe.  It  is  believed 
that  down  to  the  present  period,  Spam  herself  has  never 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  Meiico,  notwithstand- 
ing this  and  other  Governments  have.  I  might  add  fur- 
armed  vessels  of  the  Government  of 


Translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Mexican  Consul  at  New 
Orleans  to  his  Government ;  the  copy  of  which  forme 
document  C,  annexed  to  the  note  from  M.  Gorostiza, 
doled  September  12,  183H. 

C. 

MlXICAB  Co V S0I. AT B  AT  NxW  ObLBABS. 

To  the  chief  officer  charged  with  the  Department  of  Rela- 
tion* of  the  Mexican  Republic , 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  with  this,  the  copy  of  a 
despatch  addressed  by  roe  yesterday  to  the  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  republic  near  the  Government  of  these  States, 
together  with  the  copy  of  the  document  to  which  I  refer  in 
that  despatch.  You  will  thereby  see,  air,  that,  in  order  to 
make  known  to  that  gentleman  the  nature  of  the  reception 
of  the  armed  schooner  which  entered  this  port  on  the  3d 
ultimo,  from  Ydasco,  under  the  character  of  Texian,  and 
bearing  the  name  of  Liberty,  (as  I  informed  you  in  my 
note  (No.  5)  of  the  day  and  month  al>ove  stated,)  I  ad- 
dressed, on  the  6th  instant  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Breedlovc,  the 
collector  of  the  custom-house  of  this  port,  a  plain,  and  un- 
doubtedly a  courteous  letter.  To  this  letter,  as  you  will 
see  by  my  despatch  to  M.  Castillo,  that  American  officer 
has  not  deigned  to  reply,  although  four  days  have  elspsed, 
which  were  certainly  a  sufficient  period  for  him,  if  he  had 
chosen  to  give  me  an  answer. 

Mr.  Edmund  J.  Foretell,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  this 
place,  on  learning  the  circumstance,  entreated  me,  before 
I  informed  you  of  it,  to  allow  htm  to  speak  to  Mr.  Breed- 
love  on  the  subject,  as  he  foresaw  the  had  effects  which 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  officer  of  the  confederacy 
might  prodoce  on  the  commercial  relations  and  the  friend- 
ship between  the  two  republics.  I  willingly  acceded  to 
this  proposition  of  Mr.  Forstall's  from  the  persuasion  that 
the  intervention  of  so  respectable  a  person  might  be  attend- 
ed by  the  consequences  desired ;  he,  however,  last  night 
informed  me  that  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  had  de- 
termined to  make  no  answer  to  mj  letter. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you,  sir,  this  strange  occur- 
rence, that  you  may  submit  it  to  his  Excellency  the  acting 
President  of  the  republic.  I  do  not  venture  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  it,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  add  to  the  existing  ir- 
ritation, and  as,  indeed,  comments  upon  it  would  be  super- 
fluous. I  will  send  to  M.  Csstillo  y  Lanzas  a  copy  of  this 
psrt  of  my  despatch,  by  the  mail  of  to-morrow,  that  he 
may  use  the  contents  as  he  may  think  proper. 

God  and  liberty.    New  Orleans,  February  10,  1836 
FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  MARTINEZ. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Gorottixa. 

Dkp»bt»bbt  ot  Btatb, 

Washington,  September  30,  1886. 
The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  8tates, 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of 
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Mexican  Affair*. 


Mr.  Gorostixs,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  of  the  18th  instant,  com- 
plaining of  ibe  conduct  of  the  collector  of  New  York,  in 
permitting  a  vessel  under  the  Tcxian  flag  to  enter  that  port, 
end  expressing  the  hope*  that  the  United  States  will  declare 
their  porta  to  be  cloaed  against  the  vessels  of  the  Texians, 
and  will  not  admit  them  to  the  rights  of  belligerant*  out  of 
the  territory  which  is  the  theatre  of  war.  In  reply,  the  un- 
designed haii  the  honor  to  observe,  that  thecouree  pursued 
by  the  colk-ctor  of  New  York,  in  declining  to  exclude  the 
vessel  in  question,  which  bore  a  flag  alleged  to  be  that  ol 
Texas,  and  the  commander  of  which  exhibited  a  commis- 
sion purporting  to  be  from  the  President  of  that  country, 
or  to  seise  or  otherwise  molest  her,  after  she  bad  entered, 
wa«  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and  practice  which 
have  been  invariably  observed  by  this  Government,  from 
the  first  breaking  out  of  the  revolution  among  the  Spanish 
provinces  on  this  continent  to  the  present  lime.  There  is 
nothing  contradictory  of  this  position  in  the  passage  which 
Mr,  Gorostixa  has  quoted  from  the  message  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress,  of  the 
6th  of  ■March,  1822,  when  properly  understood  snd  con- 
strued in  connexion  with  the  antecedent  acts  and  declara- 
tions of  the  Executive.  It  is  obvious  that  the  exclusion  of 
the  vessels  of  the  one  party  front  the  ports  of  the  United 
Si.ites,  and  the  admtasir  n  of  those  of  the  other,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  an  impartial  neutrality ;  and  yet  the 
President,  in  the  same  message  from  which  Mr.  Gnroctiza 
has  quoted,  states  that,  "  through  the  whole  of  this  con- 
teat  the  United  States  have  remained  neutral,  and  have 
fulfilled  with  the  utmost  impartiality  all  the  obligations 
incident  to  that  character. "  In  a  previous  messags,  of  De- 
cember 7tb,  1819,  be  observes :  "In  the  civil  war  existing 
between  Spain  and  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemi- 
sphere, the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  laws 
intended  to  preserve  an  impartial  neutrality.  Our  port* 
huvc  continued  to  be  equally  open  to  both  parties,  and  on 
the  same  condition*,"  This  language  plainly  refers  to  the 
whole  of  the  contest;  and  the  President  is  uot  to  be  undcr- 
ntuod,  in  his  subsequent  me-page,  to  which  Mr.  Gorostiza 
has  referred,  as  intending  to  say  that  the  vcsm-Is  of  either 
psrty  were  only  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  period  when  the  tueetu  of  such  party  ap- 
peared to  be  probable.  The  construction  which  Mr.  Gor- 
ostixa hat  given  to  the  particular  passage  he  has  cited,  is 
not  only  contradicted  by  other  passages  from  the  messaged 
of  the  same  Executive  officer,  but  still  more  strongly,  if 
possible,  by  the  uniform  act*  of  this  Government  in  that 
and  similar  cases.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  vessels 
of  the  8outb  American  provinces  were  admitted  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  under  their  own  or  any  other 
flag*,  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  :  and  it  is 
equally  true  that,  throughout  the  various  civil  contests  that 
have  taken  place  at  different  periods  among  the  States  that 
sprung  from  that  revolution,  the  vesse  l*  of  each  of  the  con- 
tending parlies  have  been  alike  permitted  to  enter  the  ports 
of  this  country.  It  has  never  been  held  necessary,  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  extension  of  the  rights  of  hospitality  to 
either,  that  the  chances  of  the  war  should  be  balanced  and 
the  probability  of  eventual  success  determined.  For  Ibis 
purpose,  it  has  beeu  deemed  sufficient  that  the  party  had 
declared  its  independence,  and,  at  the  time,  was  actually 
maintaining  it  Such  having  been  the  course  hitherto  pur- 
by  this  Government,  however  important  it  might  be 
insider  the  probability  of  success,  if  a  question  should 
as  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  should  be  made  a  prerequisite 
to  the  mere  exercise  of  hospitality  implied  by  the  admission 
of  the  vessels  of  that  country  into  our  ports.  The  declara- 
tion of  neutrality  made  by  the  President  in  regard  to  the 
existing  contest  between  Mexico  unci  Teias,  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  confined  to  the  limits  of  that  province,  or  of 


«« the  theatre  of  war,"  within  which  it  was  hardly  to  us 
presumed  that  any  collision  would  occur,  or  any  question  on 
the  subjeet  arise;  but  it  wa*  designed  to  extend  every- 
where, and  to  include  as  well  the  United  States  mid  their 
ports  as  the  territories  of  the  conflicting  parties.  The  ex- 
clusion of  the  vessels  of  Texas,  while  those  of  Mexico  are 
admitted,  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  strict  neutral 
ity  which  it  is  the  desire  and  the  determination  of  this  Got- 
ernment  to  observe  ia  respect-to  the  present  contest  be- 
tween those  countries ;  nor  is  it  thought  necessary  to  scru- 
tinize the  character  or  authority  of  the  flag  under  which 
they  may  sail,  or  the  validity  of  the  commission  under 
which  they  may  be  commanded,  when  the  rights  of  this 
country  and  its  citixens  are  rcspecteil  and  olwerved.  la 
this  frank  expression  of  the  views  and  policy  of  the  United' 
Stales  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  so  much  interest  as  the  war 
now  waging  between  Mexico  snd  its  revolted  province,  it 
is  hoped  that  new  evidence  will  be  perceived,  not  only  of 
the  consistency  and  impartiality  of  this  Government  in  its 
relations  with  foreign  countries,  but  of  the  sincere  desire 
which  is  entertained,  by  such  an  exposition  of  its  course, 
to  cherish  and  perpetuate  that  friendly  feeling,  which  will 
see  in  the  scrupulous  regard  that  is  paid  to  the  rights  of 
other,  and  even  of  rival  parties,  one  of  the  surest  guaran- 
tees that  its  own  will  continue  to  be  respected. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurance  of  bis  distinguished 


JOHN  FORSYTH. 
Don  M.  E.  ok  Gorostiza,  &c. 


Hi*  Ex. 


Mr.  Fortyih  to  Mr.  Gormtixa. 

Dkfartxxrt  or  Statx, 

Washington,  September  17,  1836. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  just  received  a  letter  from  the 
President,  which  makes  it  important  that  be  should  ha«s 
an  interview,  as  early  as  practicable,  with  Mr.  Gorostixa, 
the  Mexican  minister  plenipotentiary. 

The  Secretary  invites  Mr.  Gorostixa  to  call  at  the  De- 
partment at  his  eatliest  convenience. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
His  Ex.  Sr.  Don  M.  E.  »x  Gorostixa,  Ac. 

Mr.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
x  (Translation.] 

Mkxicar  Lxoatior  Extraordiwart, 

Philadelphia,  September  18,  1836. 
Mr  Daar  Sib  :  I  have  just  received  the  note  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  yesterday,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  it,  although  my  health  is  very  wretched,  I  shall 
leave  this  place  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  so  that  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  the  Department  of  State 
on  the  21st  instant,  or  the  22d  at  farthest. 

I  conclude  by  repeating  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State, 
the  assurance*  of  my  very  distil 

M.  E 

To  the  Hon.  Jums  Forsxtu, 


Memorandum. 
DkPABTMkRT  or  Stats, 


I8S6. 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  President,  I 
had  this  morning  an  interview  with  Mr.  Goroetita,  and 
read  to  him  General  Santa  Anna's  letter  to  the  President, 
and  the  reply.  I  also  informed  Mr.  Gorostixa  that  it  i 
pea  red  by  letters  to 


Gorostiza  that  it  sp- 
rom  one  of  the  sob- 
of  the  United: 
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[25th  Ce»o.  IstSsse. 


were  at  Nacogdoches.    I  read  to  Mr.  Gorocliu  portion n  of 
the  President's  letter  to  General  Gainee  of  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, which  related  to  apprehended  Indian  disturbances  in 
that  quarter,  and  his  express  direction*  to  that  officer  not 
to  advance  into  the  Mexican  territory,  and,  if  occupying  it, 
to  retire,  unless  Indian  hostility  had  actually  begun,  or  he 
had  undoubted  evidence  that  it  was  intended,  and  prcpara 
rations  were  making  for  it.    Mr.  Gorostisa  denied,  most 
explicitly,  the  possibility  of  such  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians  ad  anticipated  or  desired  by  Mexico.  Ha 
protested  against  the  discretionary  authority  given  to  Gen- 
eral Gaines  to  remain  on  toe  Mexican  territory,  ofioring  to 
guaranty  that  the  fact  of  any  movement  of  the  Indians 
being  solicited  by  Mexico  or  Mexicans  was  false  ;  insisted 
upon  hU  answer  to  a  letter  inquiring  whether  General 
Gaines's  troops  were  on  Mexican  territory,  and  protested 
that  their  remaining  would  impose  upon  him  the  painful 
duty  of  withdrawing  from  his  mission,  and  returning  to 
his  Government.    Mr.  Goroetiza  did  not  deny  the  right  of 
the  United  States,  if  the  facts  were  true,  to  take  upon  it- 
self the  defence  of  its  frontiers,  aod  to  advance  upon  Mex- 
ico, who  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  fake  to  her  obli- 
gations under  the  law  of  nations  and  to  her  treaty  stipula- 
tions. I  reminded  Mr.  Gorostiza,  that,  on  the  principle  in- 
volved, there  was  no  dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments: the  only  question  was  one  of  fact,  which  a  short 
time  would  solve;  and  he  would  have  perceived,  by  the 
orders  of  the  President,  that  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates 
would  be  withdrawn,  whenever  the  truth  wait  ascertained, 
if  he  was  correct  in  his  belief.    Mr.  Gorostiza  proposed  to 
direct,  himself,  to  General  Urrea,  a  representation  of  what 
he  had  said  on  this  subject,  and  to  abide  by  his  answer,  tW 
lying  upon  his  positive  denial  of  the  truth  of  the  charge 
■gainst  the  Mexican*  ;  and  that  he  would  give  assurance 
that  Indian  intervention  in  the  war,  or  hostility  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  bad  not  only  not  been,  but  would  not  be,  in 
any  event,  sought  for  or  permitted  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States. 

The  interview  concluded  by  my  requesting  Mr.  Goro- 
stiza to  acquaint  his  Government  with  tho  information  he 
had  just  received  from  uie.  As  to  his  proposition  of  refer- 
ence to  General  Urrea,  I  could  only  reply  to  it,  after  hav- 
ing seen  the  President,  who  would  return  to  the  city  in  a 
few  dsy*. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

the  Secre- 


tory 


Having  examined  the  above  at  the' request  of 
y  of  Slate,  I  find  it  substantially  correct. 


M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 


Abstract  of  two  ktleri  from  the  President  to  General 
Gaines,  given  to  Mr.  Gornstha,  September  26M. 

"  The  President,  in  his  letter  to  General  Gaines  of  the 
4th  September,  1830,  observes  that  the  United  States  are 
strictly  neutral  with  regard  to  the  struggle  going  on  in 
Texan,  and  that  this  neutrality  must  bo  observed  and  main- 
tained by  General  Gaines  as  commander  of  the  United 
Stute*  forces  on  that  frontier.  Ft  is  one  of  the  duties  of 
Mexico  to  prevent  the  Indians  within  nor  territory  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and,  if  Mexico  be  unwilling  or  unable  to  perform 
thst  doty,  the  United  States  arc  authorized  hv  the  I  aw  of 
nations  and  the  right  of  self-defence,  to  perforin  it  for  her. 
If  General  Gaines  should  be  satisfied  that  anv  bodv  of 
Indiana  who  disturb  the  peace  of  the  frontier  of  the  United 
Kiatea,  receive  assistance  or  shelter  within  the  Mexican 
territory,  it  is  not  to  »«e  presumed  that  Mexico  will  take 
offence  at  the  adoption,  by  him,  of  the  m»>st  speedy  and 
decisive  measures  for  punishing  those  Indians,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  the  means  to  prosecute  their  lawless  designs 
ogainst  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens.  Pot 
this  purpose  it  will  be  proper  for  General  Gaines  to  take 


an  advanced  position  which  may  be  most  favorable  for 
securing  the  frontier,  and  he  will  be  authorized  to  pursue 
the  Indians  wherever  they  may  be  found,  without  regard 
to  the  Mexican  limits,  or  to  those  now  claimed  by  the  Texi- 
ans.  General  Gaines  must,  however,  be  careful  not  to  be 
deceived  by  the  evidence  on  which  an  act  involving  so 
much  responsibility  is  to  be  justified ;  and  the  troops  of 
the  United  8tates  must  not  occupy  an  advanced  post  in 
the  Mexican  territory,  unless  it  be  necessary,  unless  the 
peace  of  the  frontier  be  actually  disturbed,  or  there  be  a 
moral  certainty  that  the  Indians  are  in  hostile  array  for  the 
purpose,  and  are  obtaining  the  means  of  operation  from  the 
Mexican  territory.  Should  General  Gaines  receive  evi- 
dence that  the  Indians  are  committing  hostilities,  and  that 
tbey  pass  through  the  Mexican  territory,  or  otherwise  use 
it  in  accomplishing  their  savage  designs,  it  Is  his  duty,  for 
the  performance  of  which  he  is  responsible,  as  commander 
of  the  forces  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  frontier  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  pursue  and  take  those  Indians  where- 
ever  they  can  be  found. 

"  The  President  concludes  by  cautioning  General  Gainea 
against  holding  any  correspondence  with  tbe  chiefs  of  Mex- 
ico or  of  Texas,  other  than  is  indicated  in  the  instructions 
which  he  has  received  or  may  receive  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  General  Gaines  is  aware  that  the 
Mexicans  have  already  charged  bis  soldiers  witb  having 
fought  and  defeated  them  nt  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and 
although  no  charge  could  be  mora  groundless,  yet  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  having  Ijccn  made  shows  the  necessity  of 
caution  on  the  part  of  General  Gaines. 

"  In  his  second  letter  to  General  Gaines,  written  also 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1836,  the  President,  in  addition 
jfto  what  be  had  said  in  the  first  letter,  directs  General 
Gaines,  in  case  that  the  accounts  that  the  Indians  are  in 
hostile  array,  and  that  their  designs  have  been  favored  or 
countenanced  by  the  Mexican  General  should  prove  to  be 
true,  to  march  with  bis  whole  force  to  Nacogdoches,  or  lo 
such  other  point  as  he  may  consider  best  calculated  to  en- 
able him  to  guard  the  frontier,  and  to  operate  successfully 
against  the  Indians  thus  combined  and  engaged  to  make 
war  on  the  United  States.  General  Gaines  ha*  been  al- 
ready informed  of  the  President's  views  with  regard  to  the 
right  of  self-defence  possessed  by  the  United  States,  when 
Mexico  fails  to  fulfil  tho  engagements  made  in  the  treaty 
by  keeping  tbe  Indians  at  peace  with  their  citizens.  The 
United  States  have  to  maintain  their  neutrality,  and  Gen- 
eral Gaines's  authority  to  occupy  a  position  beyond. their 
limits  will  rest  upon  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  as  the 
means  of  protecting  their  frontier.  Should  General  Gaines 
find  the  statement  respecting  the  Mexican  General's  agency 
in  exciting  the  Indians  lo  war  against  the  United  Slates  to 
be  untrue,  and  the  Indians  disposed  to  remain  at  peace,  he 
will,  of  course,  immediately  withdraw  his  forces  from  Na- 
cogdoches to  his  place  of  encampment  on  the  Sabine ;  but 
mIi^uU  ihosP  stAicm i-i 1 1 s  \yc  (rut  f  tit?  is  iiiiiiiCiliiitply  to  c***ll 
into  service  the  thousand  volunteers  organized  in  Arkansas, 
and  the  some  number  organized  in  Missouri  under  the  lata 
act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  bis  whole  force  to 
Nacogdoches,  or  to  any  other  point  favorable  for  tbe  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  and  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities in  that  quarter.  If  Mexico,  (concludes  the  Presi- 
dent,) regardless  of  hor  engagements  made  by  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  excites  the  Indians  to  war  agsinst 
them,  she  cannot  complain  of  their  employing  the  most 
prompt  and  energetic  measures  for  their  own  defence,  or  of 
their  occupying  a  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  if  it  lie 
necessary  to  prevent  the  evils  which  she  has  occasioned. 
General  Gaines  must  act  according  to  bis  own  discretion 
upon  the  information  be  may  obtain,  alwaya  bearing  in 
1  mind  tbe  neutral  position  of  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  tbe  contending  parties  in  Texas,  and  the  obligations  of 
1  the  treaty  in  reference  to  ( 
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Mt.  Gorostiza  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
[Translation.] 

LtOATIOM  EXTRAOEDIH ABT  Ot  MEXICO, 

Washington,  September  23,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  when  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  8tate  of  these  United 
States,  to  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  Texas,  in  which 
General  Dunlap  i«  now  engaged  in  the  State  of  Tennes»e, 
not  only  bore  in  mind  the  recent  notice  to  which  he  alluded 
at  that  time,  but  also  recollected  that  he  had  not  long  be- 
fore read  a  letter  from  General  Houston  to  the  said  Dun- 
lap,  which  undoubtedly  referred  to  the  same  enlistment, 
and  which,  at  least,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  Texian  relations 
existing  between  the  two  Generals.  This  letter  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  New  Orleans,  of 
July  6lh ;  it  was  copied  in  all  the  papers  of  the  Union,  and 
has  been  disavowed  by  none. 

The  undersigned  is  indeed  well  aware  that  many  state* 
men  in  daily  appear  in  the  public  prints  which  are  so  en- 
tirely without  foundation  that  the  Department  of  Stale  can- 
not notice  them ;  but  the  Secretary  of  State  must,  on  his 
part,  also  know  that  there  are  so  many  places  in  the  United 
Sutes  in  which  the  friends  of  7'exas  ore  now  infringing 
the  laws,  to  the  injury  of  Mexico,  that  the  undersigned 
cannot  possibly  keep  agents  in  each  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denouncing  such  persons  to  the  respective  authori- 
ties ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  undersigned  cannot  neg- 
lect the  slight  accounts  which  he  receives  from  the  press, 
without  running  the  risk  of  failing  in  the  ]ierformance  of 
one  of  his  principal  duties. 

The  Department  of  State  may  hereafter  determine  with 
greater  probability  of  assurance,  whether  the  under 
has  or  has  not  cause  for  alarm,  and  may  also  at  present  ac 
according  to  its  own  conviction  and  conscience. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Slate  the  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  E.  DE  G0K08TIZA. 


Mr.  Gorustiza  to  Mr.  Fortyth. 
[Translation.] 

LKGAflOK  EXTR  AOBDtXABT  OF  MEXICO, 

Washington,  September  27,  1836. 
Sin:  I  have  agiiin  read  the  statement  of  our  conference 
of  the  23d  instant,  which  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  have 
drawn  op  for  the  President,  and  have  found  it  substantial- 
ly, correct.  I  think,  however,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  avoid  any  misunderstanding  hereafter,  to  have  it  ex- 
plained that  1  agreed  with  you  at  the  time  on  the  principle 
that  neither  the  Mexican  Government  nor  any  one  of  its 
officers,  by  its  order,  could  ever  employ  the  uncivilized 
(salvages)  Indiana  in  the  contest  in  Texan,  without  jeopard- 
izing, to  a  certain  extent,  the  security  of  the  frontier  of  the 
United  State*,  and  the  Uvea  and  property  of  it.  inhabitant  *  ; 


that  hence,  if  at  any  time  such  a  thing  were  done  (i 
appeared  to  me  impossible)  and  the  Indiana  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  Mexican  Government  or  agents  came  to  invade 
or  commit  hostilities  against  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  supposed  ease,  I  ugreed  with  you,  that 
Mexico  would  have  failed  in  the  duty  imposed  on  her  by 
the  33d  article  of  the  existing  treaty,  and  would  have 
moreover  violated  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  hence,  also,  I  considered  that,  in  such  a  cue, 
and  in  such  a  ease  only,  would  the  United  States  be  justi- 
fied, after  having  repulsed  the  Indians,  in  occupying  tem- 
porarily with  tbeir  troops  a  position  in  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory, as  a  means  of  security  from  a  similar  immediate  ag- 
ression, until  Mexico  should  have  satisfied  them  respect- 
ing what  bad  occurred,  and  have  given  them  sufficient 
guarantees  for  the  future.    I  repeat,  however,  that  all  this 


With  regard  to  the 
dresi  to  Genera]  Urrea,  aw  i 
ordered  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  evacuate  ths 
Mexican  territory  invaded  by  them,  and  not  before,  it  will 
consist  merely  of  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I  shall  write  on 
this  subject  to  my  Government,  making  known  the  in- 
surances given  by  me  in  its  name  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stalos,  respecting  the  employment  of  the  wid 
uncivilized  Indians  as  imputed  to  it.  Thia  I  expressed  to 
you  in  the  said  conference.,  and  I  had,  at  the  same  time, 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  Jf  I  should  now  writs  Is 
General  Urrea,  it  wonld  not  be  because  I  sought  or  needed 
his  co-operation  in  this  matter,  but  because  I  considered  it 
advantageous  to  all  parties  that  the  notification  of  my 
agreement  with  thia  Government  should  be  forwarded  to 
him  by  the  way  of  Pensncola  and  Ma  la  moras,  instead  of  si- 
lo wing  him  to  wait  until  he  should  receive  it  from  Mexico. 
His  answer  to  my  communication  could  be  nothing  mors 
than  acknowledgment  of  its  reception  ;  and  I  could  there- 
fore never  have  thought  of  abiding  by  it  (gobtrnarme)  in 
any  way.  I  believe  from  my  acqunintaiK*;  with  the  prin- 
ciple* and  intentions  of  my  Government,  that  I  can,  with- 
out leer,  take  upon  myself  any  responsibility  to  which  tail 
affair  may  subject  me. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Secretary  ol  Stale,  to 
repeat  <o  vou  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. M.  B.  GOROSTIZA. 

Hon.  Jon*  Fobs  its. 


in 

cd  ' 


#  Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza. 

Department  or  8tatx, 
Washington,  September  28,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  that  bis  communication  of  yesterday's  date  was 
received  a  short  time  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Forsyth 
for  Georgia.  On  the  return  of  the  President  it  will  be 
laid  before  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  the  assurance* 
of  his  highest  consideration. 

A8BURY  DICKINS. 
His  Excellency  Senor  Don  M.  E.  Da  Gobobtiza. 


Mr.  Gorottiza  to  Mr. 

[Translation.) 

LtOATIOH  EXTBAOBBIRABT  OT  MlXICO  IN  TBI 

Ubitbs  Statks  i»k  America, 

Washington,  October  1,  1836: 

(Ten  o'clock  in  the  evening. ) 

Sin:  At  thia  moment  I  read  with  indignation  in  ibe 
newspapers  of  New  Orleans,  just  arrived,  a  proclamation 
of  General  Houston's,  which  confirms  all  my  fears  and  re- 
alizes nil  my  predictions.  In  it,  General  Houston,  st v ling 
himself  President  of  Texas,  and  under  the  pretext  that 
some  Indians  had  told  him  that  other  Indians,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Mexicans,  (who  bad  not  then  moved  from  Mala- 
moras,)  were  about  to  attack  Nacogdoches,  ordcri  the 
militia  of  the  adjoining  counties  to  take  up  arms  iri  order 
to  sustain  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates  i^arrisonitig  thai 
place,  until  General  Gaines  should  send  reinforcements  to 
U.  He,  moreover,  in  thia  proclamation,  informs  the  office" 
of  the  said  militia  that,  as  they  arrive  at  Nacogdoches,  they 
must  report  tkemsches  to  the  commander  of  the  Vtnttd 
State*  troops,  and  remain  subject  to  hit  order. 

Although  I  cannot  persuade  myself  as  yet,  that  thia  Gen- 
eral Houston  has  the  slightest  grounds  for  reiving  upon  the 

of  the  United  States  in  favor  of 
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the  rebellion  in  Texas,  nevertheless,  I  draw  the  conclusion, 
from  thii  impudent  document,  that  he  is  endeavoring  to 
make  it  appear  to,  in  order  to  mislead,  by  this  fallacy,  the 
adventurers  whom  he  heads'.  When  the  volunteers  of 
Texas  *hall  have  fiaternixed  in  the  fame  garrison  with  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  how  easy  will  it  be  for  them 
to  go  together  to  battle,  whenever  the  Mexican*  advance. 
The  slightest  incident  will  then  serve  as  a  pretext,  and 
General  Houston  will  certainly  not  disregard  it. 

Therefore,  for  this  additional  reason,  and  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  arrived  in  Washington  this  day,  I  again  entreat 
you,  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  solicit  from  that 
gentleman,  as  speedily  as  possible,  a  tin nl  and  explicit  de- 
termination with  regard  to  that  which  forms  the  sole  object 
of  my  notes  of  July  28,  August  4,  and  September  10  and 
17.  As  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  has  been 
already  unfortunately  effected  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  overy  minute  which  elapses  without  relieving  it 
from  this  heavy  evil,  renders  deeper  the  wounds  inflicted 
on  the  honor,  the  rights,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Act  in 
Secretary  of  State,  the 


M.  E.  DE  GOROSTIZA. 
To  the  Hon.  Asauai  Dicaivs, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  State*. 


i  upon 

the  inhabitants  of  the  other.  It  is  well  known  that,  at 
present,  Mexico  is  unable  to  fulfil  her  part  of  this  stipula- 
tion. The  United  States  have,  therefore,  the  double  duty 
to  perforin,  of  preventing  their  own  Indians  from  hostile 
incursions  into  Texas,  and  of  preventing  those  of  Texas 
from  entering  into  the  United  States.  Their  first  obliga- 
tion is  to  Mexico  under  the  treaty  :  the  second,  is  to  the 
pcoplo  of  the  United  States,  to  whom,  as  a  paramount 
duly,  the  Government  owes  safety  and  protection.  If,  by 
the  failure  of  Mexico  to  fuhil  her  part  of  the  obligation,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  United  States  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  contiguous  Mexican  territory,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  perforin  that  duty,  they  have,  from  the  necessity, 
the  right  to  do  so. 

It  is  true  that,  from  the  fulfilment  of  this  engagement  to 
Mexico,  the  United  States  rosy  be  released  by  Mexico. 
And  the  objection  made  by  that  Government,  through  Mr. 
Gorostiza,  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  passing  the 
frontier  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States  from  hostile  incursions 
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tants  of  Mexico,  so  far  qualifies  that  engagement  aa  to  re- 
lieve the  United  States  from  the  necessity,  and  tbos  take 
away  from  them  the  right  to  piss  the  frontier  for  that 
object. 

But  the  right  which  results  from  the  obligation  of  the 
Government  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  remains, 
like  the  obligation  itself,  in  full  force.  Over  that  Mexico 
can  exercise  no  control ;  nor  can  she  either  quality  or  take 
it  away.  It  is  founded  on  the  great  principle  of  nclf-preser- 
vation,  which,  as  it  constitutes  the  first  and  highest  duty  of 
all  states,  forms  the  very  essence  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  present  inability  of  Mexico  to  restrain  the  Indiana 
srrilory  from 


within  her 


zens  of  the  United  State*,  if  they  should 
in  hostility  near  the  frontier,  and  the  K 


hostile  incursions  upon  the  cili« 


to  Mr.  Gomtiza. 

DEF4RTHKNT  OF  STATS, 

Wiutiirigton,  October  13,  1836 
The  undersigned,  sctlng  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  [ 
States,  has  laid  before  the  President  the  communications 
from  Mr.  Gorostiza,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  Mexico,  dated  the  4th  of  August,  and 
those  subsequently  received  on  the  same  subject,  together 
with  Mr.  Forsyth's  memorandum,  and  Mr.  Gorostiza's  ex- 
planations of  the  conference  of  the  28d  ultimo.  Mr. 
Gorostiza's  note  of  the  28th  of  July  had  been  previously 
transmitted  to  the  President,  at  the  Hermitage. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  acquaint  Mr.  Gorostiza 
that  the  President  has  given  the  fullest  consideration  to  the 
request  made  by  the  Mexican  Government,  through  Mr. 
Gorostiza,  for  the  recall  of  the  instructions  transmitted  to 
General  Gaines,  respecting  the  temporary  occupation  of  a 
post  within  the  territory  heretofore  claimed  by  Mexico,  in 
case  such  occupation  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  33d  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  eac  h  party  bind.-*  .itself  to  restrain,  by  force, 


,>nce  be  engaged 
(]  tne  oarbarous  character 
of  their  warfare,  which  respects  neither  the  rights  of  na- 
tions nor  of  humanity,  render  it  imperative  on  the  United 
States  to  adopt  other  means  for  the  protection  of  their  citi- 
zens. What  those  means  should  be  must  depend  upon 
the  nature  of  the  danger.  Should  that  require  the  tempo- 
rary occupation  of  passes  beyond  the  frontier,  the  duty  of 
self-defence  gives  them  the  right  to  soeh  occupation.  It 
needs  no  justification  bnt  the  necessity  which  led  to  it. 
But,  least  of  all,  could  it  afford  just  ground  of  complslnt  to 
Mexico,  since  it  would  be  the  result  of  her  own  nori-fuliil- 
ment  of  the  stipulations  of  tbe  treaty,  and  since  the  United 
States  would  be  doing  only  what  she  herself  had  engaged 
to  do.  Mexico,  indeed,  would  have  reason  to  congratulate 
herself  that  the  United  States  had  found  means  to  prevent 
evils  for  which,  except  for  her  own  inability  to  prevent 
them,  she  would  herself  be  responsible. 

It  is  with  these  views  of  the  stipulations  of  tbe  treaty, 
and  of  the  principles  of  national  law  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  of  his  own  obligations  under  f 
that  the  President  has  acted.  All  the  ii 
eral  Gaines  have  restricted  him  to  such  occupation  as  may 
be  found  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence.  And  those 
under  which  he  or  his  successor  i*  now  acting,  fall  far  with- 
in  the  principles  which  have  been  just  set  forth.  He  has 
been  directed  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claimed  bv 
Mexico,  and,  if  he  should  have  advanced,  to  retire,  unless 
the  Indians  are  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  unless  he  has  undoubted 
evidence  that  buch  hostilities  arc  intended  and  arc  actually 
preparing  within  that  territory. 

These  instructions  the  President  eonnot  recall  consistent  ly 
with  the  obligations  of  the  high  trust  confided  to  him  by 
the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  unless  he  shall  be  satisfied 
that  the  danger  of  such  hostilities  no  lunger  exists. 

If  Mexico  were  in  a  condition  to  control  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  heretofore  occupied  by  her,  such  inatroc- 
I  have  been  unnecessary,  and  would  never  havs 


ti.ms  would 

been  given.  The  President  would  have  relied  upon  the 
treaty  ;  and  the  dancers  against  which  he  now  finds  it  his 
duty' to  goard,  it  would  have  been  the  doty  of  Mexico  to 
prevent. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Gorostiza's  more  limited  admission 
of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  it  cannot  be  justly  de- 
nied that,  if  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  In  the 
instructions  to  General  Gaines  actually  existed,  and  were 
known  to  the  President,  it  would  he  his  duty  immediately 
to  take  the  measures  which  General  Gaines  is  now  autho- 
rized to  take  when  such  contingency  shrill  have  happened. 
As  the  danper  was  represented  to  be  imminent,  and  the 
distance  of  tbe  frontier  exposed  to  it  is  great,  tbe  charge  of 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  these  contingencies  was  con- 
fided to  the  commanding  general.  It  was  confided  to  him, 
however,  with  all  the  admonitions  necessary  to  secure  its 
faithful  execution ;  and  it  is  to  be  exercised  under  all  the 
responsibility,  moral  and  official,  which  the  importance  of 
the  consequences  resulting  from  it  may  create.    His  pro- 
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which 


will 


authorised  to  awure  Mr, 
sanction  no  disregard  of  the 
given  for  bis  government 

To  these  instructions  others  hate  been  added,  enjoining 
the  commanding  general  scrupulously  to  respect  the  rights 
of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  religiously  to  observe  and 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  Mexico 
and  Texas. 

Though  it  may  be  unnecessary,  yet,  for  greater  safety, 
the  attention  of  General  Arbuckle,  who  succeeded  General 
Gaines  in  the  command  of  the  western  frontier,  will  be 
particularly  directed  to  the  proper  observance  of  these  in- 
structions. 

Whether  any  portion  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
are  now  at  Nacogdoches,  or  'within  the  territory  heretofore 
claimed  by  Mexico,  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  state. 
Mr.  Goroslixa  was  informed  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  23d  ultimo,  that  it  en  pea  red  by  letters  to 
General  Gaines,  from  one  of  hi*  subaltern  officers,  that 
some  troops  of  the  United  States  were  at  Nacogdoches.  It 
would  appear,  by  information  in  the  War  Department,  that 
they  were  there  on  the  4th  ultimo.  But  no  intelligence 
hss  been  received  since  the  conditional  directions  given  by 
the  President  in  respect  to  the  withdrawal  or  continuance 
of  the  troops  at  that  place.  Hence  Mr.  Goroslixa  will  per- 
ceive  that,  until  tbe  arrival  of  further  information,  which 
may  be  looked  for  in  a  short  time,  no  positive  answers  can 
be  given'to  his  inquiry  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  gratify- 
ing to  the  President  to  I  earn  that,  under  tbe  conditiorud 
instructions  given  to  General  Gaines,  that  officer,  or  bis 
successor,  may  have  found  himself  authorized  to  withdraw 


In  respect  to  the  pledge  offered  by  Mr.  Goroslixa  in  hie 
conference  with  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the  uncivilized  Indians 
have  not  been,  and  will  not  be  employed  by  Mexico,  or  by 
the  Mexican  officers  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  in  the  war  in  Texas,  or  in  hostility  against 
the  United  8tetce,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  inform 
Mr.  Gorostiza  that  the  President  receives  it  with  great  satis- 
faction. Reports  of  a  contrary  character  had  been  received 
by  General  Gaines  and  made  known  to  the  President. 
Without  admitting  their  truth,  the  President  had  neverthe- 
less deemed  it  proper  to  take  measures  to  avert  the  danger 
which  they  threatened.  General  Gaines  was  therefore 
directed,  if  he  ehould  find  it  true  that  Mexican  officers 
were  exciting  the  Indians  to  hostilities  ngiiiisl  the  United 
(States,  forthwith  to  call  into  service  certain  volunteers  au- 
thorial hy  a  late  act  of  Congress,  and  to  advance  with  hie 
whole  force  to  Nacogdoches,  or  the  point  most  favorable 
for  protecting  the  frontiers  and  putting  an  end  to  all  Indian 
hostilities  on  our  border.  The  import  of  Mr.  Gorostita's 
assurances,  which  the  President  cannot  doubt  are  made 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  views  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  which  he  places  entire  reliance,  will  be 
immediately  commuincated  to  tbe  successor  ol  General 
Gaines.  Mr.  Goroslixa  will  perceive,  however,  that  though 
the  liberal  policy  of  Mexico  of  not  employing  the  Indians 
in  the  war  in  Texas,  will  lessen  tbe  danger  of  an  inter- 
of  tbe  frontiers,  yet,  as  Mexico  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  prevent  hostilities  on  the  pert  of  tbe 


Indian*,  this  assurance  of  Mr.  Gnroniizn's,  gratifying  as  it 
is,  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  justify  the  President  in  coun- 
termanding the  measures  he  has  taken  with  a  view  to  de- 
fence against  such  hostilities  arising  from  other  causes. 

Tbe  President  has  given,  throughout,  the  strongest 
proofs  of  his  desire  to  act  in  (his  msttcr  with  all  tbe  re- 
spect due  to  tbe  rights  of  Mexico.  When  the  instructions 
were  first  given  to  General  Gaines,  the  urgency  of  the 
was  considered  too  great  to  adroit  of  the  delay  re- 
fer any  previous  understanding  between  the  two 

By  the  President's  direc- 


the  occasion  called  for,  or  which  were  due  to  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  were  made  to  Mr. 
Goroslixa  by  Mr.  Forsyth;  and  tho  President  did  not 
doubt  that,  in  tbe  confidence  which  the  well  known  good 
faith  of  the  United  Slates  inspire*,  these  would  have 
satiofactery.    It  was  with  great  regret  that  lbs) 


proved 

President  found  himself  disappointed  in  these  expectations. 
He  nevertheless  persuades  himself  that,  when  more  fully 
informed  of  the  motives  and  objects  of  the  measure  to 
which  Mr.  Goroslixa  has  been  instructed  to  object,  of  its 
limited,  temporary,  and  purely  defensive  character,  and  of 
the  positive  directions  which  accompanied  it  for  respecting 
the  rights  of  Mexico  under  the  treaty,  and  maintaining 
the  strictest  neutrality,  the  Mexican  ~ 
to  see  in  it  any  cause  oft' 

The  urn 
Mr.  Gorosiiia 
ed  conbiderstioii 


His 


Excellency 
=nor  Don  Ma* 


AS  BURY  DIC  KIN  8. 
cel  Esuaboo  ux  GoaoanxA,  due 


Mr.  Gorortita  to  Mr.  Ditkins. 
[Translation.] 

MlXlCAB  LlCSATlOH  ExTBAOBDIBABY  XI A  B 

tbi  Uititku  Static  or  Axibica, 

Washington,  October  15,  1831. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
;  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has  learned  with 
most  profound  regret,  by  the  note  deled  tbe  13th  instant, 
which  be  yesterday  received  from  the  honorable  Asbury 
Dickins,  acting  Secretary  of  Bute  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  the  President,  relying  solely  on  the  principle  of  self- 
defence,  has  not  thought  proper  to  attend  to  the  just  com- 
plaints of  the  undersigned,  respecting  the  violation  of  the 
Mexican  territory  by  the  trooope  of  General  Gaines,  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  be  persist*  in  his  intention  to  main- 
tain tbe  right,  which,  in  his  opinion,  he  possesses,  to  con- 
tinue such  violslions  hereafter,  whensoever  he  msy  con- 
aider  them  proper  for  the  better  defence  of  ihe  frontier  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  evidently  cannot  for  a  moment  admit 
tbe  existence  of  such  a  right,  because  it  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  acknowledging  that  every  nation  might  occupy  with 
its  troops  the  territory  of  another,  without  taking  any  fur- 
ther trouble  than  merely  to  conceive  beforehand  that  there 
appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  this  measure,  and  because 
such  a  right  would  be  a  continued  threat  held  out  aganut 
the  sovereignly  and  independence  of  every  other  nation , 
otherwise,  what  nation  would  not  desire  to  strengthen  its 
frontier  at  the  expense  of  its  neighbors,  if  its  own  convic- 
tion were  admitted  as  sufficient  to  justify  tbe  ait  1 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  undersigned  cannot  accede  to 
tbe  latitude  which  the  President  gives  to  tbe  principle  of 
self-defence,  as  applied  to  the  present  case.  This  princi- 
ple would  never  hare  been  allowed,  were  it  not,  as  it  is, 
founded  in  justice  and  reason ;  were  it  not,  like  all  the  other 
principles,  together  composing  the  law  of  nations,  derived 
from  that  natural  law  which  the  ancients  termed  the  kw 
of  God,  and  which,  while  it  fixes  upon  us  the  obliga- 
tion of  preserving  and  defending  ourselves,  equally  prohib- 
its us  from  so  doing  to  the  evident  injury  of  a  third  party, 
unless  in  a  case  of  absolute  necessity,  when  the  danger  is 
imminent,  when  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  any  other  means, 
and  when  the  injury  apprehended  is  infinitely  greater  than 
that  which  we  are  about  to  occasion.  Now,  can  it  be 
said  that  the  violation  of  the  Mexican  territory  has  been 
produced  by  a  necessity  of  that  nature,  accompanied  by  its 
three  inseparable  conditions  !  The  undersigned  is  as  yet 
aware  of  nothing  which  would  lead  to  such  a  conclusion. 
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Prom  what  the  undersigned  has  observed,  the  supposed 
premeditated  attacks  of  the  Indiana  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  Slates,  have  exiated  only  in  the  imaginations  of  the 
Texians,  and  of  their  partisans  ;  in  other  words,  they  were 
purely  and  entirely  the  inventions  of  such  persons,  origi- 
nating solely  in  the  malignant  desire  of  injuring  Mexico 
The  truth  of  this  assertion  will  be  rendered  sufficiently  evi- 
dent, by  a  mere  relation  of  the  circumstance*.  So  long 
as  the  colonists  of  Texas  remained  in  submission  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  nothing  was  heard  of  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  those  Indiana  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatcs;  this,  too,  although  since  1832  there  has  not 
been  a  Mexican  soldier  at  Nacogdoches,  nor  anywhere  else 
near  the  frontier ;  neither  was  any  thing  said  about  Indi- 
ana during  the  wholo  period  of  the  rebellion  in  Texas,  he- 
fore  or  after  the  capture  of  Bejar  by  the  Texians,  until  the 
month  of  March,  when  the  Meiican  army,  victorious  at 
all  points,  pasted  the  Brasses  river.  There  was  then  no 
doubt  that  it  would  soon  reach  the  Sabine,  and  then,  for 
the  first  time,  it  was  pretended  that  fifteen  hundred  Indi- 
ans and  Mexicans  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Nacogdoches, 
laying  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  aword — a  gross 
falsehood,  invented  solely  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  Gen- 
eral Gainea  to  approach  the  Sabine  with  his  troops,  as  he 
in  fact  did.  But,  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the 
danger  to  which  the  Texians  had  been  exposed  disap- 
peared, and  the  Indiana  also  disappeared  in  consequence. 
General  Gainea,  who  had  a  few  days  before  called 
for  a  thouaand  mounted  riflemen  to  enable  him  to  meet 
an  enemy  considered  still  more  formidable,  then  con- 
fessed that  the  alarm  was  false,  and  that  those  reinforce- 
ments were  not  needed.  A  calm  ensued,  which  continued 
juat  so  long  as  it  was  believed  in  Texas  that  the  Mexican 
Government  would  confirm  tlte  treaty,  which  nothing  but 
force  could  have  induced  General  Santa  Anna  to  sign  ; 
but  when,  about  the  end  of  June,  it  was  known  that  Mex- 
ico was  preparing  for  a  new  campaign,  immediately,  as  if 
by  enchantment,  the  hostile  Indians  again  appeared,  ac- 
cording to  the  statements  of  the  Ttxian  commissioners 
who  went  to  Matamotas  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 
according  to  the  information  given  by  the  Texian  General 
Rusk  to  General  Gaines,  according  to  the  communica- 
tions received  by  the  Utter  general  from  various  Texians, 
and  according  to  the  account  given  by  the  Texian  Major 
Sterling  C.  Robeilaon  to  General  Gainea  of  the  murder  of 
two  white  men  on  the  Naviaota.  At  that  time,  also,  did 
General  Gaines  consider  those  same  mounted  riflemen, 
whose  advance  he  bad  countermanded  after  the  battle  of  the 
San  Jacinto,  again  necessary,  in  order  to  oppose  the  prin- 
cipal belligerant ,-  and  at  that  lime,  also,  did  the  defence 
of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States  require  that  Nacogdo- 
ches should  be  occupied,  although  Nacogdoches  is  situated 
fifty  mites  beyond  that  frontier.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
clear  ?  If  not,  the  undersigned  would  be  glad  to  learn 
what  evidence  General  Gaines  hns  received,  to  induce  him 
to  tale  the  step  which  he  has  taken,  other  than  from  the 
enemies  of  Mexico,  from  those  to  whose  interest  it  was 
that  the  United  States  should  risk  their  neutral  position 
with  regard  to  the  territory  of  Texas. 

Now,  if  there  never  has  been  really  any  danger ;  if  these 
rumors,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  source  from 
which  they  were  derived,  ought  never  to  have  occasioned 
any  alarm  ;  if  a  part  of  these  rumors,  repeatedly  raised  du- 
ring the  Inst  seven  months,  have  been,  some  frequently, 
Hnd  others  constantly  belied  by  fscts,  what  confidence 
should  be  placed  in  them  ?  How  could  such  a  danger 
ever  have  appeared  imminent !  How  could  it  have  been 
termed  inevitable?  In  fine,  where  was  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  applying  the  principle  of  self-defence,  and  for 
trampling  under  foot,  in  the  name  of  that  principle, 
as  has  been  done,  the  most  sacred  rights  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion • 


But  the  President,  says  Mr.  Dickins,  was  obliged  to 
confide  in  the  information  which  he  received  from  the  gen- 
eral in  command  on  the  frontier,  and  he  is  ready  to  pun- 
ish that  general,  if  he  should  have  varied  ever  so  slightly 
from  his  instructions.  To  this,  the  undersigned  answers, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  partiality  of  General  Gaines  in 
favor  of  the  Texians  is  matter  of  notoriety,  und  that  his 
credulity  since  he  has  been  charged  with  the  command  on 
(he  frontier,  has  been  so  great,  that  his  statements  should 
have  had  no  weight  with  one  so  enlightened  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States :  especially  since  his  character, 
and  the  influences  by  which  he  was  at  that  time  guided, 
have  been  so  clearly  exposed  by  the  Governor  of  Louisiana 
and  General  Macomb.  In  the  second  place,  the  under- 
signed observes  that  the  punishment  of  General  Gaines,  or 
of  any  other  general  who  may  hereafter  act  in  this  affair 
contrary  to  the  orders  received  from  the  President,  can  be 
of  no  advantage  to  Mexico ;  it  cannot  tranquillize  her  at 
present,  nor  repair  the  immense  injury  which  she  has  sus- 
tained, and  may  yet  sustain,  from  the  abuse  already  com- 
mitted, or  which  may  be  committed  in  consequence  of  the 
discretionary  power  vested  by  the  President  in  the  gen- 
eral commanding  on  the  frontier.  Of  what  import  to 
Mexico  would  be  the  dismissal  of  either  of  these  geuerals, 
if  the  Mexican  territory  has  been  invaded  through  their 
misconduct  1  If  the  effect  of  this  invasion  has  been  to  in- 
spire the  Texians  with  greater  confidence,  and  to  add  to 
their  forces  thousands  of  volunteers  who  would  never  have 
gone  to  Texas  had  they  not  believed  that  they  could  de- 
pend on  material  assistance  from  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  ?  If,  in  fine,  by  prolonging  or  repeating  the  said 
invasion  during  the  period  of  the  approaching  campaign, 
the  mere  presence  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  should 
be  sufficient  to  produce  embarrassments,  dangers,  or  col- 
lisions, which  might  overthrow  the  best  concerted  plana 
of  the  Mexican  army  t  Mr.  Dickins  will  agree  with 
the  undersigned,  that  the  Mexican  Government  could 
not  receive  aa  sufficient  a  guarantee  which  assures  it 
against  none  of  the  many  risks  lo  which  Mexico  may  be 
subjected. 

Mr.  Dickins,  on  this  subject,  observes  that  the  instruc- 
tions last  sent  to  General  Gaines  were  more  precise  and 
determinate  than  the  preceding  ones,  and,  consequently, 
that  his  successor,  General  Arbuckle,  may,  by  following 
them,  more  easily  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  the  Pres- 
ident But,  if  the  instructions  to  which  .Mr.  Dickins  al- 
ludes are  those  contained  in  the  President's  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Gainea  of  September  4,  the  undersigned  cannot  agree 
with  the  acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject.  On  the 
contrary,  he  considers  the«e  last  instructions  a  thousand 
times  more  arbitrary  than  the  first :  the  first  instructions  at 
least  fixed  the  point  at  which  the  invasion  was  to  be  made, 
whilst  the  others  leave  the  general  in  command  on  the 
frontier  at  full  liberty  lo  pursue  the  Indiana,  who  in  his 
conception  might  be  disposed  to  commit  hostilities  sgainst 
the  United  States,  until  he  should  reach  them,  and  after- 
wards to  take  up  a  poaition  in  whatever  part  of  the  whole 
Mexican  territory  he  might  think  proper. 

The  President  does  indeed  charge  the  general  not  to  al- 
low himself  to  be  deceived  by  his  informers,  and  to  operate 
in  this  way  only  when  there  ahould  be  a  moral  certainty 
that  the  Indians  are  in  some  way  using  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory in  order  to  prosecute  their  plans  of  aggression.  But 
were  not  the  same  charges  given  in  diffeient  language  to 
Genera]  Gaines,  on  the  4th  of  May  and  the  1 1th  of  July, 
by  Mr.  Caas,  the  Secretary  of  War  1  We  have  already  seen 
how  far  General  Gainea  waa  restrained  by  these  charges, 
and  how  far  his  successors  arc  likely  lo  be  restrained 
by  them,  if  they  yield,  as  he  did,  to  to  the  same  influen- 
ces, and  allow  themselves  to  be  inveigled  by  the  same 
machinations.  And  such  must  certainly  be  the  case,  aa 
•  II  the  accounts  which  these  coiutuauJing  generals  receive 
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a  country  inimical  to  Mexico,  and 
f figured  by  rancor  and  malice. 


mnst  be  derived  from 
must  come  to  them  dt 

For  this  reason,  the  undersigned  hat  always  protested, 
ever  eince  hia  replies  to  Mr.  FursyuYs  memorandum  of 
April  SO,  against  the  discretionary  power  with  which  the 
general  in  command  on  the  frontier  had  been  invested. 
From  his  own  experience  in  men  and  affairs,  he  was  im- 
mediately convinced  that  such  a  power  would  sooner  or 
later  render  its  poesesaor  the  arbiter  of  peace  or  war  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States  ;  and  the  undersigned 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  value  of  the  friendship  by  which  j  from  the  United 
the  two  nations  were  mutually  bound,  not  to  shudder  at  I  as  well  as  its  dearest  and 


should  refuse  to  listen  to  these  just  complaints,  he  would 
be  under  the  sad  necessity  of  withdrawing  with  his  lega- 
tion extraordinary.  The  undersigned,  however,  flattered 
himself  that  this  would  not  occur,  because  he  suppled 
that  bis  reasons  would  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  equity, 
and  not  in  that  of  mere  expediency. 

Unfortunately  it  ha*  been  otherwise,  and  the  note  of 
Mr.  Dickine  has  deprived  the  undersigned  of  all  hope. 
The  explanations  there  given,  in  the  President'!  name, 
hi»ve  convinced  him  that  Mexico  ha«  but  little  to  etpect 

III  mo. 


the  idea  that  all  their  relations  were  about  to  be  placed  in 
dependence  upon  the  will  or  the  errors  of  a  single  individ- 
ual.   Mr.  Dickina  explains,  and,  in  his  own  conception, 
exculpates  the  United  State*  with  regard  to  this  great  con- 
ceeaion  of  powers,  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  distance  at 
which  the  President  was  placed  from  the  theatre  of  war,  it  1 
would  have  been  impossible  for  him  to  provide  in  any  other  j 
way  for  the  contingencies  which  might  daily  occur.    Put  | 
France  wai  at  a  distance  from  the  United  Stales  during  the 
late  difficulties  between  these  countries,  and  very  certainly 
the  United  States  would  not  at  that  time  have  been  satis- 
fied if  they  bad  seen  that  an  admiral  of  Martinique  might, 
by  a  single  act  of  his,  ba»e  at  hia  own  pleasure  broken 
up  the  negotiations  pending  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments.   Would  they  not  have  said,  and  with  good  rea- 
son too,  that  affairs  of  such  importance  involved  a  higher 
responsibility  than  that  of  one  man,  whether  admiral  or 
general  1 

The  undersigned  must  likewise  notice  the  earnest  de- 
sire which  he  hits  observed  in  the  United  States  to  occupy 
Nacogdoches  at  all  events ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  assu- 
rances which  have  been  repeatedly  given  him  from  this  De- 
partment of  Slate,  that^he  said  measure  bad  no  connexion 
whatever  with  the  future  determination  of  the  limits,  he 
confesses  that  he  would  not  know  certainly  in  whut  light 
to  view  this  earnest  desire.  Tbe  undersigned  bears  in 
mind  that  this  same  Nacogdoches  has  already  been  declared 
to  belong  to  the  United  States  by  (he  Secretary  of  War,  in 
hie  letter  to  General  Gaines,  authorising  him  to  proceed 
thither;  he  also  bears  in  mind  that  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  re- 
ceiving the  protest  of  the  undersigned,  on  account  of  this 
strange  pretension,  refused,  agreesbly  to  the  President's 
orders,  to  enter  inio  any  explanation  whatever  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  undersigned  has  likewise  observed  that  in  the 
notes  from  this  Department,  as  well  as  in  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Gaines,  and 
the  Governors  of  some  of  the  8tates,  the  utmost  rare  ap- 
pears to  have  been  constantly  taken  not  to  apply  to  the 
Mexican  territory,  beyond  the  Sabine,  any  other  appella- 
tion than  tbe  cvnttsted  territory,  or  some  equivalent  term, 
as  if  the  existing?  treaty  had  not  put  an  end  to  the  disputes 
which  had  occurred  with  regard  to  limits,  while  the  old  line 
of  Louisiana  rnn  between  the  rivers  Mermento  and  Carca- 
sieu,  that  is  to  say,  thirty  or  forty  miles  on  this  side  <»f  the 
Sabine.  Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  the  under- 
signed repeats  that  these  assurances  res|>ecling  the  nature 
of  General  Gaines's  movement  appear  to  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  hiuia  longer  to  dwell  on  these  strange  coinci- 
dences. 

8uch  were  the  considerations  which  presented  them- 
selves to  the  undersigned,  while  he  was  writing  bis  notes 
of  the  28th  of  July  and  the  4th  of  August  He  then,  aa 
now,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  viewed  the  invasion  of  the 
Mexican  territory  by  the  troops  of  the  United  Stales  as  an 
offence  gratuitously  committed  against  Mexico,  inasmuch 
ai  there  had  been  no  provocation  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
and  there  was  no  legitimate  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stat'*.  He  then  demonstrated  conclusively  the  enor- 
mous injury  which  Mexico  would  suffer  from  this  inva- 
sion ;  and  he  then  finally  declared  that  if  the  President 


being  sacrificed  to  the  shadow  of  a  danger  hitherto  imagi- 
nary. Mexico  is  outraged  and  ruined,  from  motives  of 
mere  precaution. 

In  this  sad  state  of  things  ^  undersigned  would  fail  in 
Us  duty,  if  ho  did  not  take  the  last  measure  which  is  left 
iu  his  power,  as  the  representative  of  Mexico,  and  show 
that  he  feels,  to  its  fullest  extent,  the  injury  done  to  hi* 
country  by  the  United  Stales,  by  declaring,  as  he  now  de- 
clares, upon  his  sole  responsibility,  that,  from  this  mo- 
ment, he  considers  bis  mission  at  an  end. 

The  undersigned  therefore  requests  Mr.  Dickins  lo  send 
him  his  passports  to  Philadelphia,  for  which  place  he  will 
set  off  to-morrow. 

Tbe  undersigned  also  requests  Mr.  Dickine  to  have  the 
kindness  to  present  his  respect*  to  the  President,  and  alio 
his  thanks  for  tbe  personal  attentions  which  have  been 
shown  to  him  during  the  period  in  which  he  bad  the  hon- 
or to  be  accredited  near  that  personage. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  repeats  to  Mr.  Dickins,  whit 
he  has  already  had  the  pleasure  of  saying  to  him  verbally, 
that  be  will  ever  bear  in  mind  the  frank  and  noble  msn- 
ner  in  which  Mr.  Dickins  has  acted  towards  the  under- 
signed, on  occasions  which  were  in  truth  by  no  means 
agree  aide,  and  in  affairs  which,  from  their  nature,  were 
much  lew  so. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic,  embraces  this  op- 
portunity to  renew  to  the  honorable  Asbury  Dickins,  act- 
ing Secretary  of  8ute  of  tbe  United  States,  the  assurance! 
of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

MANUEL  £.  DE  G0H08TIZA. 
Hon.  Assubt  Dicaina, 

Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  V.  S. 


Mr.  Dickint  to  Mr.  Gorottiza. 

DirAHTWijrr  or  Stat*, 

Washington,  October  20,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uni* 
ted  8tales,  having  laid  before  the  President  the  note  J 
Mr.  Gorostixa,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  Ifttb  insimt, 
has  been  directed  to  transmit  the  passports  requested  by 
Mr.  Gorostixa,  and  they  are  accordingly  enclosed. 

The  Preeident  regrets  that  a  mistaken  view  of  the  roeai- 
ures  which  be  deemed  it  bis  duty  to  adopt  for  tbe  defrnc* 
of  tbe  frontier,  should  have  led  Mr.  Gorustiza  to  tern»inii» 
ilia  mission.  The  President  still  trust*,  however,  that 
they  will  lie  more  justly  estimated  by  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment; and  that  no  proper  effort  on  bis  part  ab»U 
wanting  to  prevent  misunderstanding  on  the  subject  Mr. 
Ellis  will  be  instructed  to  offer  such  explanations  st  Mexi- 
co as  may  be  found  necessary. 

The  undersigned  svajU  himself  of  the  occasion  to  tt $ef 
to  Mr.  Gorostixa  the  assurances  of  his  most  dUtingut'1"^ 


ASBURY  DICKINS 
'  His  Excellency 

Senor  Don  Maxvbl  Eocinno  »i  Gobostj**,  to- 
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[25th  Coire.  Ut 


OUR  RELAT10N8  WITH  MEXICO. 


Menage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  state  of  our  relation*  with  Mexico. 
Hove  of  Representative*,  February  7,  1837.  Refer- 
red  to  tie  Committee  an  Foreign  Relations,  anJordrrtd 
to  be  printed. 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stalet  .• 

At  the  beginning  of  this  session  Congress  was  informed 
that  oar  claims  upon  Mexico  had  not  been  adjusted,  but 
that,  notwithstanding  the  irritating  effect  upon  her  coun- 
cil* of  the  movements  in  Texas,  I  hoped,  by  great  for- 
he  j ranee,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bringing  the  sub- 
ject of  them  to  your  notice.    That  hope  has  been  disap- 
pointed.   Haring  in  vain  urged  upon  that  Government 
the  justice  of  those  claims,  and  my  indispensable  obliga- 
tion to  insiat  that  there  should  be  "  no  further  delay  in  the 
acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress,  of  the  injuries  com- 
plained of,"  my  duly  requirea  that  the  whole  subject  should 
be  presented,  aa  it  now  is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
whose  exclusive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further  meas- 
ures of  redress  to  be  employed.    The  length  of  time  since 
some  of  the  injuries  have  been  commit.cd,  the  repeated 
and  unavailing  applications  for  redresa,  the  wanton  char- 
acter of  some  of  the  outrage*  upon  the  property  and  per- 
sona of  oar  citixeiM,  upon  the  officers  anil  tlag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  independent  of  recent  insults  to  this  Govern- 
ment and  people  by  the  late  extraordinary  Mexican  minis- 
ter, would  justify,  in  the  ryes  of  all  nationa,  immediate 
war.    Thai  remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  just 
and  generoua  nationa,  confiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juries committed,  if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided ;  and  it 
has  occurred  to  me  that,  considering  the  present  embarras- 
sed condition  of  that  country,  we  should  act  with  both 
wisdom  and  moderation,  by  giving  to  Mexico  one  more 
opportunity  to  atone  for  the  past  before  we  take  redress  in- 
to our  own  hands.    To  avoid  all  misconception  on  the 
port  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  protect  oar  own  national 
character  from  reproach,  this  opportunity  should  be  given, 
with  the  avowed  design  and  full  preparation  to  take  im- 
mediate satisfaction,  if  it  should  not  be  obtained  on  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  demand  for  it.    To  this  end  I  recommend  that 
an  act  be  passed  authorizing  reprisals,  and  the  use  of  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  Slates  by  the  Executive  against 
Mexico,  to  enforce  them,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the 
Mexican  Government  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  the  matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another 
demand  thereof,  made  from  on  board  one  of  our  vessels  of 
war  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  with  those  ac- 
companying my  message  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  H>>use 
of  Representatives  of  the  17th  uliimo,  will  enable  Con- 
gress to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  heretofora 
pursued,  and  to  decide  upon  the  necessity  of  that  now 
recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence  of 
Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find,  in  the  condition 
of  the  affiirs  between  the  two  countries,  as  disclosed  by 
the  accompanying  documents,  with  those  referred  to,  any 
well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  that  an  adjustment  of  the 
controversy  between  them  can  be  effected  without  a  resort 
to  the  measures  I  have  felt  it  my  duly  to  recommend,  they 
may  be  assured  of  my  co  operation  in  any  other  course 
that  shall  be  deemed  honorable  end  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WAsauroTO*,  February  6,  1837. 

Dkfartxxxt  or  Stats, 

Washington,  February  8,  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the 

the  subject  of  the  relatione 


between  the  United  Slates  and  tho  Mexican  republic, 
which  have  been  received  since  the  report  from  this  De- 
partment made  under  the  reference  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17lh  ultimo,  together  with 
a  list  of  unsatisfied  claims. 

Respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FORSYTH. 

To  the  PassmMT  of  the  United  State,. 
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-i  of  the  American  seamen  imprisoned  at  Vera 


Li*  of 


Mr.  EUu  to  Mr.  Forty th. 

Lbsatio*  or  the  Ukitbd  8tatbs  or  Amebic*, 

Mexico,  December  6,  1886. 

8ia  :  I  btbU  myself  of  the  earlieat  opportunity  to  trans- 
mit to  you  copies  of  sU  the  documents  in  relation  to  the 
seizure  and  imprisonment  at  Vera  Crux  of  eight  seamen  at- 
tached to  the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  Wil- 
liam Mervine,  E»q.,  commander. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  very 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon-  Jobs  Fobbttb, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  EUia. 

CoaavLATK  Uhitbb  Btites  or  Amebic*, 

Vera  Crux,  November  8,  1886. 

8ia  :  It  devolves  on  me  to  annoance  to  you  the  occur- 
rence of  an  unpleasant  affair  between  the  United  States 
ship  Natchex  and  the  authorities  at  this  place. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  a  boat  from  the 
United  Slates  ship  Natchez,  with  eight  men,  under  the 
charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  arrived  at  the  "  muelle," 
bearing  a  letter  from  the  commander  to  my  address.  In 
order  to  convey  the  letter  to  me,  Mr.  Renahaw  left  the  boat 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  in  his  absence  the  men  found  means 
to  procure  liquor,  and  soon  became  mors  or  less  inebriated, 
and  a  dispute  in  consequence  arose  between  one  of  them 
and  a  fisherman,  (as  informed,)  which  resulted  in  a  person- 
al conflict,  but  which  of  the  tteo  was  the  offender  I  have 
not  been  able  to  leam.  The  guards  stationed  at  the  gate, 
perceiving  what  had  taken  place,  rushed  down  and  attack- 
ed the  seamen,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  drove  a  part 
of  them  into  the  boat,  leaving  two  upon  the  ground,  who 
had  received  severe  wounds  in  the  contest. 

The  officer  of  the  boat  arrived  soon  after  the  combat 
commenced,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  quell  it ;  and  in 
which  he  came  nigh  being  struck  with  the  bayonets  of  the 
soldiery  ;  but  even  after  the  men  were  driven  into  their 
boats,  muskets  (it  is  said)  were  levelled  at  them,  when  the 
captain  of  the  port,  perceiving  the  intention  of  the  soldiery 
to  fire,  ordered  them  to  desist. 

I  was  sent  for,  and  found  upon  the  "  muelle,"  two  sea- 
men, weltering  in  blood,  both  badly  wounded,  and  the 
other  sis  In  the  boat,  all  more  or  less  injured.. 

Mr.  Renahaw,  now  addressing  himself  to  me,  remarked 
that  the  men  were  too  much  overcome  with  liquor  to  enable 
Mm  to  proceed  to  the  ship,  the  wind  being  high,  and  de- 
sired my  advice  as  to  the  disposition  of  them.  I  replied 
that  I  thought  he  had  better  have  themjilamj  in  the  guard- 
bouse,  where  they  could  have  medical  advice,  and  remain 
till  sober ;  and  accordingly,  at  his  instance,  I  requested  the 
captain  of  the  port  to  take  charge  of  them,  which  he  did, 
ordering  the  two  that  were  most  injured  to  the  hospital. 

On  making  a  verbal  demand  for  the  men  this  day,  the 
officers  of  Government  refused  to  give  them  up.  I  conse- 
quently waited  on  the  military  commandant  general,  who 
urged  that  "the  seamen  had  infringed  the  laws  of  the 
country,  by  an  assault  on  the  soldiery,  (although,  as  I  be- 
tieve,  did  but  act  in  self-defence,)  and  must  abide  the  pen- 


I  proceeded  to  the  ship  Natchez,  and  made  known  to  tat 
commander  the  facts  which  are  now  laid  l>efore  you,  and 
who  will  to-morrow  make  a  formal  demand  of  the  seamen, 
at  the  same  time  assuring  the  authorities  that  if,  on  Mmt- 
ligation,  it  should  be  found  that  they  were  the  aggressors, 
exemplary  punishment  shall  be  indicted,  and  if  in  case  ths 
authorities  still  persist  in  detaining  them,  he  will  proceed 
with  all  despatch  to  Pensacola,  when  the  case  will  ba  sub- 
milted  to  Commodore  Dallas. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  tht 
port,  has  taken  a  very  proper  and  correct  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and,  considering  it  but  the  evil  effects  of  liquor,  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  arrest  the  crew  of  the  boat  on  the 
occasion,  nor  were  any  objections  made  at  the  time  to  their 
embarking.  The  commandant  general  seems  disposed  to  car- 
ry things  to  extremities,  and  has  intimated  that  the  men  »rs 
lialde  to  a  sentence  of  "  procedure,"  and  which,  it  is  feared, 
without  timely  intervention,  may  be  tlte  penalty  inflicted. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  men  arc  not  so  much  to  Warns 
as  the  authorities  would  wish  to  make  it  appear  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ok- 
dient  servant.  M.BURROUGH. 

Hon.  Puwimi  Ellis, 

Charge"  d' Affaire*  V.  S.  of  America,  Mexico. 


Consulate  of  tub  Uetites  States  or  Amebic*, 
Vera  Crux,  November  6,  1886. 
Sib  :  The  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  Natchez,  imprisoned  by  the  authorities  of  the  Mex- 
ican Government  on  the  2d  instant,  are  etill  in  a  state  of 
incarceration. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject with  the  authorities  ol  this  city.  The  letter  of  Cap- 
tain Mervine  being  at  some  length,  1  am  unable  to  forward 
it  by  present  conveyance.  You  shall  have  a  copy  of  it  at 
|  an  early  date. 

At  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock'this  evening,  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  military  commandant  general  of  the  de- 
partment of  Vera  Cruz,  accompanying  other  letters  to  the 
address  of  Captain  Mervine,  acknowledging-  the  receipt  of 
our  respective  communications,  and  which  be  informs  u) 
shall  receive  early  replies.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  res- 
son  to  suspect  that  he  expects  advices  from  the  capital, 
with  which  he  has  communicated  in  regard  to  the  scamso 
in  question. 

On  further  investigation  of  the  occurrence,  I  am  the 
more  astisfted  that  the  American  seamen  were  hut  fiule  in 
1  am  engaged^in  taking  the  depositions  of  witns 


on  the  subject,  copies  of  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
legation ;  and  from  all  that  I  can  leam,  the  seamen  ware 
not  the  assailants,  but  were  barbarously  attacked  by  tht 
Mexican  soldiery,  and  the  fishermen  of  the  country,  and 
inhumanly  treated  by  an  overwhelming  force,  armed  with 
loaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets;  and  I  again  repeat, 
that  the  generous,  humane,  and  officer-like  conduct  of  Mr. 
Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the  port,  was  their  salvation. 
The  anus  wars  directed  at  the  inebriated  crew  after  they 
had  reached  their  boat,  and  on  whom  they,  the  soldiery, 
doubtless  would  have  fired,  had  the  captain  of  the  ports 
timely  interference  not  prevented  it  at  this  crisis.  In  short, 
I  wish  it  may  be  understood,  as  I  trust  it  will  be  hereafter 
proven,  that  the  soldiery  of  this  Government  were  (be  offenJ- 
ers,  and  not  the  American  seamen;  the  latter  were  attacked  br 
the  former,  and  who  only,  as  it  would  appear,  acted  in  self- 
defence.  The  poor  fellows  were  put  in  stocks  and  theie 
kept  for  two  days,  since  which  they  have  been  removed  to 
another  part  of  the  town,  and  probably  are  at  this  lia>e  ia 
heavy  irons.  I  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  to-morrow 
whether  they  arc  supplied  with  sufficient  sustenance  ;  tu{ 
if  IsbsU.be 
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[25th  C05G.  1st 


The  proceeding*  of  th«  military 
m«  .re,  h  I  in  informed, 
civil  and  maritime  authorities  of  V 


Cr 


in 

by  both  the 


1 


hope 


that 


you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measure*  as  are  necessary 
for  the  release  of  oar  countrymen,  all  of  whom  are  fine- 
looking  able-bodied  seamen,  and  whose  lamentable  situation 
«t  this  Ume  calls  forth  the  sympathy  of  all  foreigners  al  ibia 
place.  Commandant  General  Vasquez  ie  resolved  (ssil  is 
slated)  to  detain  the  men,  and  try  them  by  the  law*  of  this 
country. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BURBOUGH. 

Hon.  Powuata*  Euis, 

Charge  d'affaires  C  S.  of  America,  Mtxteo. 

Captain  Mervine  to  the  Commandant  Vera  Cruz. 

U.  8.  8m  r  Natcbeb,  (off  island  Sacrificioa,) 
November  2,  1836. 
8ia :  It  has  just  been  reported  to  me  that  an  affray  of  a 
very  unpleasant  nature  baa  this  day  occurred  on  the  quay, 
at  Vera  Crux,  between  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers  and  the 
crew  of  the  boat  belonging  to  the  ship  under  toy  command, 
during  a  momentary  absence  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  said 
boat.  I  have  therefore  to  express  to  your  excellency  my 
sincere  regret  at  the  occurrence,  and  to  assure  you  that,  if, 
upon  inquiry,  the  provocation  shall  appear  to  have  origi- 
nated from  the  crew,  the  offender*  shall  receive  merited 
punu-hmcnt. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excel- 
lency'«  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MERVINE, 
Corn's  V.  &  shop  of  war  Natchez. 
To  Joss  Au»a>a,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  Marine  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

CosrscLATE  or  tbs  U.  8.  A.  at  Vbba  Cava 

November  3,  1838. 
Si  a:  I  request  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  consisting  of  eight  men,  and  which,  at  the 
instance  of  the  officer  in  command,  wee,  on  account  o(  in- 
ebriety, ye»ter Jay  placed  under  your  charge,  may  now  be 


I  have  the 


to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 


M.  BURROUGH. 
To  the  C  attain  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  Captain  of  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Bumtugh. 
[Tr.nsI.tion.] 


CATTAiser  or  ran  Pout  or  Vbba  Crwb. 

It  not  being  within  my  attributes  to  dispose  of  the  Ameri- 
can seamen  who  were  arrested  by  the  principal  guard, 
by  reason  of  their  having  been  transferred  to  the  military 
commandant  of  ibis  place,  yoo  should  addres*  ynur  solici- 
tation to  the  said  commandant. 

This  1  have  the  honor  to  sey  in  reply  to  your  polite  offi- 
cial note  of  this  date. 

God  and  liberty.    Vera  Crux,  November  4,  193« 

MANUEL  RODRIGUEZ. 

The  Coxeox  of  the  United 


Cobbclatk  or  TOE  United  SrATss  or  Amebic*, 
Vera  Cruz,  November  7,  1836,  at  9J  P.  M 

8ta :  You  will  receive  herewith  copies  of  correspond- 
ence, dtc.,  in  relation  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  who  still  remain 


No  official  reply  has  yet  been  received  by  the  i 
of  the  Natchea  or  myself  from  General  Vasquez,  to  our  rev 
spec  live  communication,  of  the  3d  and  4lh  instant,  de- 
manding the  liberation  of  said  seamen. 

I  was  called  upon  by  the  major  of  the  plaza  this  evening, 
who  desired  that  I  would  present  myself  before  the  fiscal, 
and  give  my  declaration  on  the  subject.  I  informed  him 
that  if  he  would  address  me  an  official  note  to  thai  effect,  I 
would  reply  to  it,  end  declined  complying  with  his  verbal 
request,  on  the  ground  that  I  could  not  admit  the  authority 
of  the  Mexican  Government  to  try  the  sen  men  in  custody 
'by  their  Laws,  inasmuch  as  they  were  individuals  engaged 
in  the  publio  service  of  the  United  States,  and  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  our  country,  if  guilty  of  oflence.  Under 
this  feeling  of  a  sense  of  propriety,  I  am  unwilling  to  Und 
myself  to  the  services  of  the  Mexican  Government  in  any 
manner  that  might  bear  with  it  an  admission  of  the  privi, 
lege  of  tbe  military  at  this  place  to  punish  men  in  the  ser- 
vice of  our  country— «t  the  same  time  having  observed  that 
I  had  stated  to  General  Vasquez,  in  a  letter  covering  a  com- 
munication of  the  commander  of  the  Natchez,  my  view,  of 
the  subject. 

It  is  possible  that  my  person  may  be  outraged  by  the  au- 
thorities for  not  complying  with  their  wishes,  and  very  pos- 
sible that  the  next  mail  may  convey  to  you  intelligence  of 
nay  incarceration  with  the  American  seamen,  for  not  ac- 
ceding to  the  demand  made  by  the  officer  of  the  pleza  of 
this  city. 

Yoo  will  be  pleased  to  advi»e  me  what  course  it  is  proper 
to  pursue  in  this  case,  and  whether  I  am  obliged,  by  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  or  my  own  Government,  to  give  a  declara- 
tion under  the  circumstances  detailed,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  reply  from  the  commandant  general,  who,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  baa  no  right  to  detain  the  sesmen  in  question 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates  navy. 

Captain  Mervine  will  sail  on  tbe  9tb,  as  he  informs  me, 
whether  the  seamen  are  delivered  up  or  still  detained  by  the 
authorities. 

No  reply  to  my  letters  accompanying,  requesting  permit 
to  visit  the  »amen,  has  yet  been  granted  ,  and  whether  the 
poor  fellows  »re  living  or  dcaJ  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  by  present  conveyance  the  depo- 
sitions qf  three  persons  respecting  the  affray  upon  the  mole, 
but  find  myself  too  much  fatigued  and  indisposed  to  give 
you  copies ;  you  ahall  have  them  by  next  mail.  Suffice  to 
aay,  (hat  those  all  go  to  prove  that  the  Mexican  soldiery 
were  the  aggressors,  and  not  the  American  seamen. 

I  remain,  truly  and  most  respectfully,  your  ol>cdient 


M.  BURROUGH. 


The  Hon.  Powhatab  Ei.ua, 

Chargi  d'affaires  U.  S.  of  America,  Mexico. 

Captain  M  Trine  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

U.  8.  aioor  or  win  Natcheb, 

(off  island  8acrificio»,) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November  5,  1838. 
8t  a :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  herewith,  a  copy 
of  a  communication  I  made  to  the  commandant  general  of 
tbe  marina  department  of  Vera  Cruz,  relative  to  the  late 

seamen  belonging  to  this  ship  ;  also,  s  copy  of  another, 
with  the  aame  reference,  to  the  commandant  general  of  the 
military  department ;  also  the  duplicate  oi  a  statement  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  affray  as  witnessed  by  the  officer 
in  charge  of  said  aeamen  :  ell  of  which  you  will  make  such 
uee  of  aa  circumstances  may  in  your  judgment  require. 

I  likewise  transmit  you  the  names  and  gruile  of  the  men 
concerned  in  the  affair,  and  who  are  now  in  confinement 
by  the  Government  authorities  at  Vera  Crux,  vitri 

Mouldcn,  Samuel  Long,  Thomas 
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26th  Co»0.  lit  Bros.] 


Affairs. 


Davie,  Richard  Freeman,  James  Hoover,  Nathaniel  Grove*, 
John  William* — all  aeamen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MERVINE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Natchez. 
To  M.  Buaaocou,  Esq., 

17.  S.  Consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

Captain  Mervine  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

U.  8.  sloop  or  w*a  N Areas*, 

(off  island  Sa^rificios.) 
Near  Vera  Cruz,  November,  3,  I83fi. 

8m:  Immediately  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
affray  which  yeeterdsy  occurred  on  the  quay  at  Vera  Cruz, 
between  a  party  oi  Mexican  soldiers  and  cirizen*  on  the 
one  aide,  and  the  crew  of  a  boat  belonging  to  this  ship  on 
the  other,  I  addressed  a  communication  to  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  police  of  the  city,  expressive  of  my  pro- 
found regret  at  the  unfortunate  occurrence,  and 
him  that  if,  on  inquiry,  the  provocation  should 
bave  originated  from  the  American  seamen,  the 
should  receive  condign  punishment.  Not  being  ncquaiulcd 
with  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  prescribed  to  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  said  police,  I  addressed  myself  to  the  com- 
m  indent  general  of  the  marine,  who,  I  have  subsequently 
learned,  baa  not  legal  cognizance  of  the  affair ;  and  I  have 
had  the  mortification  to  see  the  communication,  for  thia 
simple  tact,  returned  unnoticed. 

Having  been  advised  that  your  excellency  is  the  proper 
functionary  to  be  addressed  on  this  occasion,  I  now  repeat 
my  sincere  regret  at  an  incident  of  so  unpleasant  a  nature, 
and  my  assurance  that  I  am  prepared  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  to  ensure  a  punishment  proportionate  to  the  degree 
of  culpability,  if  any  shall  be  found  attaching  to  the  aeamen. 

The  United  States  consul  informs  me  Ihst  Ihe  said  note 
was  submitted  to  your  perusal,  but  that  you  refused  to 
take  official  notice  of  it  because  it  was  addressed  to  another 
officer,  and  that  you  assured  him  it  was  determined  to  de- 
tain the  seamen  tor  trial  for  violating  the  laws  of  Mexico, 
and  further  efforts  for  their  release,  on  bis  or  my  part, 
would  be  ineffectual;  notwithstanding  which,  I  have 
deemed  it  imperative  on  me  to  officially  address  your  ex- 
cellency on  the  subject,  in  order  that  I  might  leave  no  prop- 
er means  unemployed  for  preserving  the  harmony  of  the 
two  Governments,  which  I  believe  would  be  endangered  if 
the  course  you  contemplate  were  ptestsled  in.  I  could  net 
have  anticipated  that  the  affair,  though  extremely  unpleasant 
in  itself,  would  be  magnified  into  the  importance  which  h 
appears  to  have  acquired;  nor  could  I  have  deemed  it 
material  to  which  of  the  departments  my  letter  might  be 
directed,  aa  the  attending  circumstances  were  regarded  aa 
of  a  nature  to  dispose  the  reflecting  on  both  sides  to  accopt 
the  slightest  apologies,  and  to  forget  the  disgraceful  pro- 
ceeding in  renewed  assurances  of  good  feeling  and  a  cordial 
good  understanding.  Tt  was  not  supposed  to  have  arisen 
from  national  prejudice,  but  from  the  impulse  of  passion 
in  the  parties  concerned.  It  occurred  during  the  momen- 
tary absence  of  Ihe  officer  or  the  boat;  the  seamen  at  least 
were  somewhat  excited  by  a  too  free  indulgence  in  ardent 
spirits,  and  were,  therefore,  the  more  deserving  of  for- 
bearance from  those  not  predisposed  to  quarrel.  The  im- 
mediate occasion  of  it  was  some  abusive  epithets  inter- 
changed between  one  of  the  seamen  and  a  citizen,  which 
resulted  in  a  rencontre  between  them,  inducing  others  to 
engage  in  the  mutual  assistance  of  their  friend*. 

These,  as  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  and  as  I  sincere- 
ly believe  will  appear  upon  an  impartial  investigation,  are 
substantially  the  facta  involving  the  culpability  of  the  sea- 
men. Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise,  not  to  say  indignation, 
on  learning,  by  the  return  of  the  boat  sent  to  bring  off  the 
seamen,  that  they  had  been  put  not  only  in  duresse,  but 


in  stock*,  and  are  to  be  arraigned  before  a  foreign  tribunal, 
not  simply  for  a  misdemeanor,  but  as  felon*,  and  that  year 
excellency  intimated  the  probable  result  would  be  eeuvie- 
tion  and  *entence  to  the  ««  ball  and  chain,"  and  six  yeari" 
employment  in  sweeping  the  streets  of  Vera  Cruz.  I  ap- 
peal to  your  sense  of  justice,  what  is  there  in  the  circum- 
stances detailed  above  to  justrfy  their  close  and  humiliating 
confinement,  and  much  less  the  extreme  seventy  contem- 
plated against  them  t 

But  there  are  some  other  feature*  of  the  caie  which 
should  induce  the  authorities  at  Vara  Cms  to  avoid  a  count 
of  procedure  calculated  to  give  extensive  publicity  toot 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  affair. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  theee  men  ware  only  eight  in 
number;  one  or  two  of  them  remained  inactive;  all  wars 
entirely  unarmed  with  any  thing  like  offensive  weapons, 
having  but  two  boat- hooka  among  thorn  ;  that,  opposed  lo 
them,  were  twice  or  three  times  their  number,  variouiU' 
armed — some  with  cutlasses,  others  with  musket*  with 
fixed  bayonets,  and  others  still  with  fragments  of  atone, 
which  were  liberally  plied ;  that  theee  dangerous  weapons 
were  freely  used,  as  the  number  and  sewerity  of  the  woondi 
given  by  them  will  testify.  No  officer  of  the  guard  inter- 
posed to  prevent  violence,  and  an  officer  did  supply  the 
soldiers  with  ball  •cartridge*,  with  which  the  mu»krs 
were  actually  charged;  and  thua  charged,  were  delib- 
erately levelled  at  their  opponents,  now  inoffensive— wn»e 
lying  on  the  ground,  stupified  by  wounds ;  the  rest,  a  part 
maimed,  driven  by  overwhelming  numbers  and  deadly  anni 
into  the  boat,  and  even  in  this  predicament  must  bsve  been 
massacred  but  for  the  humane  and  energetic  interposition 
of  the  captain  of  the  port,  who  arrived  at  the  critical  mo- 
ment when  the  muskets  were  on  the  point  of  being  dis- 
charged :  and  then,  in  view  of  lhr««  fact*,  and  the  part 
enacted  by  the  aeamen,  (as  already  described, )  deciJa 
whethrr  this  be  not  an  occasion  for  mutual  sorrow,  reap- 


This  wss  my  impression  from  the  first,  and  the  letter, 
above  referred  to,  was  adapted  accordingly  ;  and  it  is  with 
gicat  pain  that  I  find  myself  unavoidably  drawn  into  these 
detail*.  I  therefore  feel  myself  constrained  to  solemnly 
protest  against  the  detention  of  these  men — as  not  to  be 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  as  an  act  of  31- 
faith,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  in  custody  from  a  format 
arrest ;  for  they  were  delivered  to  the'police  by  the  oftic 1 1 
of  the  boat  and  the  United  Slates  consul,  for  the  preven- 
tion of  further  outrages  on  either  side,  and  for  safe-keeping 
till  they  could  be  returned  to  the  ship— themselves  being 
too  much  disabled  to  manage  the  boat  in  the  rough  state  of 
the  sea  ;  nn  a  want  of  comity  toward  a  nation  allied  to  the 
Mexican  Government  by  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  cordial 
intercourse.  I  also  protest  against  their  being  tried  by  the 
lawa  of  Mexico,  as  not  being  amenable  to  them  ;  for  uVy 
are  a  part  of  the  United  State*  naval  force,  which  Govern- 
ment is  responsible  for  their  conduct.  Have  they  viufateJ 
the  laws  of  Mexico,  or  outraged  the  property  or  persona  of 
ber  citizens,  prompt  satisfaction  will  be  given  upon  suitable 

will  be  visiied 


But  we  have  seen  that  it  is  a  case  requiring  a  vary  dif- 
ferent course  of  procedure  on  your  part :  the  offence  it 
mutual,  trivial,  (hut  disagreeable,)  and  should,  therefore, 
be  mutually  i  egret  ted  and  forgotten. 

In  conclusion,  I  demand  their  immediate  liberation- 
Do  not,  sir,  by  refusal,  accumulate  another  upon  lb*  al- 
ready too  numerous  cause*  of  dissatisfaction  between  the 
two  Government*. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 
WILLIAM  MERVINE, 


Com'g  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Natch*. 
To  hi*  Exc'y  the  Militabt  Cowmaxbaxt  Gx?»xai 
of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 


■ 
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Mexican  Affairt. 


[25th  Co*o.  1st  8xB«. 


Mitfsfi.'pman  R?n»haw  to  Captain  Mervtne. 
U.  8.  tutor  or  wab  Natcbsb, 

(off  island  of  Bacnfirio*,) 

November  6,  183C. 
8i  a  :  In  compliance  with  yoar  order  reqnirinf  an  ae- 
coontof  Um  following  facta,  I  have  to  inform  you  that, 
about  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  3d  inat.,  I  received  orders 
to  proceed  to  Vera  Crux,  in  charge  of  the  third  cotter, 
having  fin  board  eight  men  ami  two  officer*,  (steward*, ) 

charged.  1'he  officer  in  the  fourth  cutter,  in 
I  had  been  directed  to  deliver  the  men,  had  already  left  the 
mole  some  time,  and  I,  therefore,  considered  it  my  duly, 
notwithstanding,  to  perform  the  other  part  of  my  order*, 
and  proceed  to  the  consul's,  after  having  placed  the  men 
in  charge  of  the  coxswain,  whose  authority  tbey  were 
bound  to  obey. 

During  my  temporary  absence  the  men  obtained  liquor, 
and  1  hastened  back  with  all  despatch,  hearing  that  a  ren- 
contre had  taken  place  between  them  and  the  people  on 
the  quay.  On  my  arrival,  I  discovered  a  eerions  affray 
between  our  sailors  and  the  military  guard,  who  I  olwerved 
were  being  supplied  with  cartridges  by  a  person  apparently 
an  officer.  Several  of  the  boat's  crew  were  seriously  in- 
jured, one  supposed  to  be  dead.  My  utmost  exertions, 
assisted  by  the  consul  and  other  of  oar  officers,  who  in  the 
mean  lime  had  arrived  on  the  spot,  were  not  immediately 
effectual  in  reducing  the  men  to  authority,  or  in  satisfying 
the  soldiery,  who  were  committing  much  uncalled  for  vio-  ' 
lence  ;  in  fact,  they  appeared  instigated  bv  private  feelings 
of  revenge  more  than  a  sense  of  duty.  The  situation  of 
the  crew  being  such  as  to  render  it  very  dangerous  to  leave 
the  mole  in  the  boat,  (a  very  heavy  aea  running  at  the 
time,)  1  therefore  requested  the  captain  of  the  port, 
agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  consul,  tn  have  the  men 
taken  care  of  until  called  for,  and  they  were  accordingly 


in  my  official  capacity,  also  unite  with  htm,  and  request 
that  the  said  seamen  may  be  forthwith  act  at  liberty,  agree- 
ably to  the  requisition  of  the  aforesaid  commander. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  fcc, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
To  Cibiaco  Vaboa'sz,  Esq.,  MUUttry  Commandant 
General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 


Mr.  Burrougk  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Cobbflatk  or  rm  U.  8.  or  Axaarr*, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  6,  183*5. 
Si  a :  Being  desirous  of  an  interview  with  my  countrymen, 
the  eight  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Nat- 
chez, detained  in  this  city,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  where  they  are  In  be  found,  and  grant  (he 
necessary  order  for  me  to  see  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Stc, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
To  Cibiaco  Vasq.it ex,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz. 


I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that,  during  the  disturbance,  the 
scabbard  of  my  sword  was  accidentally  lost  overboard,  and 
not  wishing  to  carry  it  about  me  drawn,  one  was  loaned 
me  by  one  of  our  office™,  and  mine  handed  to  the  consul, 


drawn  sword  for  purposes  of  violence — a  report  which  re- 
spectable Americans  and  foreigners,  and  the  captain  of  the 
port,  who  was  present,  and  acted  in  a  manner  highly  cred- 
itable throughout,  can  and  will  no  doubt  altogether  contra- 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  RENSHAW, 
Pawed  Midshipman,  U.  S. 
To  Master  Comdt.  Wat.  Msbyirb. 


Mr.  Barrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Coksvlatb  or  ni  U.  8.  or  Ambmica, 

Kern  Cruz,  November  4,  1830. 
8ta  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  before  yon  an  open  letter 
to  your  address,  which  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez  ha*  desired  may  be  transmitted  through  this 
consulate. 

It  will  lie  perceived  that  the  commander  of  the  altovc 
chip  demands  the  liberation  of  eight  men,  constituting  a 
boat's  crew  belonging  to  hi*  lease),  who  have  been  inv 
pnsoncu  anu  are  S'lii  uei&incu  in  mis  cny,  an<i  w  gs  to  as- 
sure you  that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred, 
should  they  appear  to  have  been  the  aggressors  in  theca«e, 
exemplary  punishment  shall  be  inflicted. 

The  said  commander  protests  against  the  detention  of 
I,  againit  their  trial  by  the  military  or  judiciary 
of  the  Mexican  (sWanent,  and  in  which  I, 

Vor.  XIV.-A  28 


of  Vera  Cruz. 

CojVSCLATK  OX  THK  U.  8.  O?  AmKBICA, 

Vera  Cruz,  November!,  1838,  at  6  P.  M. 
Sim  :  I  yeMerdsy  had  the  honot  to  address  you  a  note, 
by  which,  as  consul  of  the  United  Sta'.e*,  and  guardian  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  countrymen,  I  expressed  a 
desire  to  he  informed  where  the  eight  men,  belonging  to 
the  United  8tates  ship  Natchez,  at  this  time  detained  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Government,  were  to  be 
found,  and  requested  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
the  necessary  order  for  me  to  see  them. 

To  my  communication  referred  to,  no  reply  has  yet 
been  received.  I  therefore  repeat  my  request,  and  beg 
that  you  will  inform  me  where  my  countrymen  are  at  this 
time  imprisoned,  and  desire  that  you  will  grant  the  neces- 
sary permit  to  enable  me  to  visit  them,  and,  if  circum- 
stances render  it  necessary,  to  administer  to  their  comfort. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  dec, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
To  CrniAcn  Vs.se.vss,  Military  Commandant 

General  of  the  Department  of  Vera  Craz. 

Mr.  Burrougk  to  Mr.  EUit. 

CovscLsTK  or  tub  V.  8.  or  Amebic*, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  10,  18S8. 

Sin  :  Accompanying,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
depositions  referred  to  in  my  lait ;  also,  additional  corre- 
spondence on  the  aubject-matter  of  my  late  communica- 
tion! to  the  legation,  among  which  you  may  perhaps  dis- 
cover one  or  more  duplicates  of  letters  already  forwarded. 

The  American  seamen  are  ititl  in  custody  of  the  au- 
thorities of  this  city,  and  whom  I  have  not  yet  been  permit- 
ted to  visit,  although  I  have  made  three  applications  to  the 
military  commandant  to  that  effect,  as  you  will  perceive 
by  copies  of  letters  now  forwarded,  and  whether  the  poor 
fellows  are  really  dead  or  alive,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

I  am  informed  that  an  American  citizen,  who  has  been 
engnged  in  the  service  of  the  Mexican  Government,  (prob- 
ably impreesed  into  the  service,)  actuated  by  feelings  of 
humanity  towards  his  countrymen,  went  to  the  guard- 
house, some  days  since,  in  order  to  gain  an  interview  with 
the  said  American  seamen,  who  was  ordered  away,  and, 
not  leaving  the  spot  at  once,  was  shot  down  by  the  sentry. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  unwilling  to  hazard  a  visit 
to  the  prison,  without  "permit"  in  writing  from  the  mil" 
itary  commandant  general,  or  under  the  protection  of  an 

not  being  delivered  up,  sa  Captain 
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vine  hoped  would  have  been  the  case,  after  a  Jelention  of 
cigbt  days,  he  accordingly  left  this  morning  at  an  early 
hour.  He  will  touch  at  Tampico,  and  proceed  thence  im- 
mediately to  Ponaacola,  where  all  the  facU  attendant  on 
of  his  seamen  will  be  bid  before  Corn- 


When  the  Mid  men  are  given  up,  if  at  all,  I  shall  take 
their  declaration*  aa  to  the  facta  connected  with  their  de- 
tention, prison  treatment,  Ac.,  and  place  them  in  lodging* 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  thoee  they  are  at  preeent  sub- 
jected to,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  first  commander  of 
any  of  our  vessel*  of  war  visiting  at  Vera  Crux. 

General  C astro  assumed  the  command  at  this  place  last 
evening,'  in  place  of  General  Vasqurz,  but  not  without 
some  feeling  o|  dissatisfaction  man  treated  (as  informed)  on 
the  part  of  the  late  incumbent ;  no  Mood,  however,  was 
ahed  on  the  occasion.  It  may,  as  I  apprehend,  it  will  be 
said  by  the  Mexican  Government,  that  General  Vasquex 
has  been  superseded  from  grievance*  represented  by  your- 
self to  the  authorities,  which  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
is  the  fact.  The  military,  and  some  of  the  leading  civil 
Una,  made  a  representation  of  the  state  of  affai 
place,  some  day*  before  the  late  occurrence,  in 
oar  claims,  to  the  supreme  Government ;  and,  In 
quenco  of  (hat,  he  has  been  removed, 

The  present  commandant  of  this  plaza,  you  will  bear  in 
mind,  is  the  individual  who  was  in  command  at  Tampico, 
when  twenty-nine  foreigners  were  shot  some  months  since, 
and  the  same  who  was  at  your  instance  removed  for  ag- 
gression* on  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  at  that  port. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  advised,  if  my  functions  of 
office  are  not  interrupted  by  the  authorities  of  this  place, 
of  all  that  transpires  in  respect  to  the  American  seamen, 
and  other  matters  of  national  intetr-* 
time,  hope  to  bo  favored  with  the 
from  you,  in  regard  to  said  seamen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec  , 


and,  in  the  mean 
instruction* 


M.  BIRROUGH. 


The  Hon.  Powhatasc  Ellis, 
Charge"  a" Affaire*  U.  S.  A., 


Deposition  of  John 

CoXSULATE  Of  TBI  if.  STATES  OS  AmIRICA, 

At  Vera  Crux,  Mexico. 

This  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  before  me,  M. 
Bur  rough,  consul  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  at  Vera 
Crux,  being  cited,  John  Morrow,  a  native  of  Liverpool, 
agod  fifteen,  personally  appeared,  who,  being  duly  and 
solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d  instant,  he  happened  to  be  on  the  beach  near  the 
••muelle"  of  this  city,  when  his  attention  was  called  to  a 
personal  conflict  which  had  taken  place  between  a  black 
man,  (a  fisherman,)  and  a  sailor  from  the  boat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  ship  Natchez,  and,  whilst  looking  on,  saw  a 
soldier,  with  a  broadsword  in  hi*  band,  come  up  to  the 
combatants  and  strike  the  American  seaman  with  his 
sword.  The  sailor  retreated  towards  the  boat,  which  wan 
lying  alongside  the  mole,  followed  by  the  soldier,  and 
who  was  constantly  striking  him  till  he  reached  the  edge 
of  the  water.  Another  sailor  of  the  boat  wa*  standing 
near,  to  whom  the  people  of  the  country  called  the  notice 
of  the  soldier,  and  whom  he  also  struck  several  times  with 
the  broad  part  of  his  sword.  The  first-mentioned  seilor 
having  gained  his  boat,  returned  with  the  boat-book  and 
faced  the  soldier  with  it,  who,  be  believes,  had  a  musket 
in  his  hand.  Two  other  soldiers  now  came  down  with 
muskets.    Deponent,  apprehending  his  own  personal  SC- 


In 

hand  the  day 


year  first  above  written. 

JOHN  MORROW. 

before  me, 

M.  BURROUGH,  C.  V.  S. 


COHSVLITK  OV  TUt  U.  STATES  OF  AWKUICA, 

At  Vera  Crux. 

• 

This  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-si*.  personally  *p- 
peared  Deidrick  Erdrnann,  n  native  of  Germany,  •eri 
31  year*,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Tampico,  who  being; 
duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Al- 
mighty God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  as  follows:  At 
about  12  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  "  muelle"  of  this  place,  where  he  saw  thre* 
or  four  seamen  (supposed  to  be  American  seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez)  standing  on  the 
north  side  of  the  muelle  or  mole,  s  II  apparently  more  or 
of  liquor, 


cans,  (liahermen.)  The  parties  were  wrangling  with  each 
other.  DejKtnent,  apprehending  the  consequences,  heir-g 
aware  of  the  excitement  and  feeling  at  this  time  against 
the  American  people,  (citizens  of  the  United  States,)  tan 
the  mole  in  search  of  the  officer  of  the  boat,  who  had  pro- 


ceuded  to  the  office  of  the  American  consul  on 
as  he  was  informed.  On  passing  through  the  gale  st  tli* 
mole,  and  when  near  the  corner  of  the  «treet  leading  to 
the  plaza,  met  three  sailors  and  two  steward*,  belongini 
also  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  to  whom  be  com- 
municated what  was  going  on  with  their  ahipmstes ;  im) 
not  meeting  at  once  with  the  officer  of  the  boat,  returned 
to  the  mole,  and  perceived  a  soldier  using  hi*  exertions  lo 
get  one  of  the  seamen  back  to  the  boat,  and  which  "« 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  mole  some  yards  distant 
The  soldier  was  pushing  the  seaman  towards  the  mob, 
the  latter  moving  backwards.  At  this  time  a  sailor  thai 
was  standing  in  the  boat  held  up  the  boat-hook  and  called 
to  the  other  "  to  take  it."  The  latter  now  turned,  tad 
moving  rapidly  to  the  boat,  took  the  boat-hook  in  order  to 
defend  himself.  The  wldier  now  cried  out  to  arm*,  (• 
la*  or  ma*,)  when  he  and  three  or  four  other  soldiers  of  it. 
guard  ran  to  the  guard-house  and  returned  with  tbetr 
muakets.  The  seamen  were  now  assembled  near  tb«f 
boat,  who,  perceiving  the  approach  of  the  soldiery  with 
muskets  in  hand  and  fixed  bayonet*,  advanced  toward, 
them,  and  when  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  and  new 
the  centre  of  the  mole,  saw  a  native  pick  up  a  stone  ot 
fragment  of  rock,  of  the  weight  of  8  or  10  pounds,  which 
wa*  thrown  at  the  American  sailor  having  the  host  hoot 
in  his  hand.  At  the  same  moment  that  the  stone  w»» 
thrown,  the  sailor  cast  his  boat-hook  toward*  on*  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  his  musket  pointed  at  him.  The  hook 
was  parried  by  the  soldier  and  struck  none  of  the  a**»il* 
snts,  bat  the  seaman  waa  knocked  down  and  badly (0t 
about  the  face  with  the  stone,  and  who  wa*  for  sorneuine 
aupposed  by  deponent  to  be  dead,  blood  having  flowwl 
freely.  .  In  the  coarse  of  the  affray,  another  seaman  *« 
maimed  and  brought  to  the  ground,  but  in  what  manner 
deponent  did  not  see.  Saw  him  lying  near  the  edge 
the  mole  apparently  much  hurt 

The  soldiery  continuing  to  use  forcible  measures  ap*"* 
the  American  *eamen,  with  the  intention  of  driving  "*a> 
into  their  boat,  deponent  left  the  mole,  in  order  to  conrry 
the  intelligence  of  what  wa*  going  on  to  the  AroeneW 
consul,  and  which  he  did.  On  reluming  to  the  seen*  w 
bloodshed,  accompan.ed  by  the  American  con.ul,  sawj» 
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[25th  (.'0*0.  let  St*»- 


id  the  boat,  under  the  charge  of  the  of- 
ficcr,  and  around  which  stood  several  soldier*  with  arms, 
apparently  much  excited,  besides  a  numerous  assemblage 
of  person*,  comprsin:;  civilian*  and  other*  of  the  country, 

subject. 

In  testimony  whereof  he  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  at 
the  city  of  Vem  Ortiz,  the  day  end  year  first  above  writ- 
leu.  DBIDRICK  ERDMANN. 

before  me, 
M.  BURHOUGH,  C.  V.  8. 


CoysrtATt  of  tux  Usitsu  Status  or  America, 

At  Vera  Crux,  Mexico. 

This  sixth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred end  thirty  sis,  before  me,  M.  Burrougb,  consul  of 
tho  United  States  of  America  at  Vera  Cruz,  being  cited, 
William  Otbhe,  a  native  of  the  United  Stales,  aged  88 
years,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  captain's  steward  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Hatches,  under  the  command  of 
Wm.  Merviue,  Esq.,  who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn, 
did  depose,  declare,  and  say,  that,  orr  the  morning  of  the 
3d  instant,  he  left  the  ship  to  which  he  is  attached  in  her 
third  cutter,  manned  with  eight  men,  under  the  charge  of 
Midshipman  Renshsw,  an.l  proceeded  to  the  mole  at  this 
city.  On  arriving,  left  immediately  for  the  market,  in  or- 
der to  purchase  certain  articles  for  ship's  use;  returned  in 
a  short  time  to  the  boat,  at  which  period  ail  was  quiet. 
Again  departed  on  duty,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  was  again 
on  the  tnolo;  and  who  on  arrival  saw  a  Mexican  soldier 
with  a  cutlass  in  bis  hand,  standing  near  the  gate  opening 
upon  the  mole,  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  Nathaniel 
Groves,  one  of  the  seamen  of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United 
States  ship  Natchet  aforesaid.  The  soldier  stood  with  hie 
cutlass  raised  over  the  head  of  the  said  seamen,  menacing 
him.  The  mariner  being  overcome  with  liquor,  deponent 
stepped  in  between  the  parties,  with  the  view  of  preventing  \ 
any  personal  violence,  and  led  the  seaman  away,  implo-  | 
ring,  at  the  same  time,  by  pacific  gestures,  (being  unable 
to  speak  the  language,)  "  not  to  strike  the  poor  fellow," 
who  utatod  that  the  soldier  bad  twice  struck  him  with  hie 
cutlass.  Perceiving  that  the  Mexican  soldiery  wef©  col- 
lecting in  considerable  numbers,  and  resolved,  apparently, 
to  best  and  abuse  the  boat's  crew,  if  not  carry  things  to 
greater  extremities,  he  succeeded  in  getting  seven  of  them 
into  the  boat. 

Deponent  now  sat  out  in  search  of  the  officer  of  the 
boat,  and  to  whom  be  communicated  and  made  known 
what  had  taken  place,  and  who  immediately  hastened  to 
the  mole.  Deponent  also  again  returned,  and  by  which 
time  as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers,  with 
muskets  and  fixed  bayonets,  and  outlaw**,  had  assembled; 
and  likewise  twenty  or  thirty  people  of  the  country,  (fish- 
ermen and  laborers, )  who  were  engaged  in  throwing  stones 
and  other  missiles  at  the  boat's  crew,  who  had  now  re- 
gained  the  mole,  to  the  rescue  of  their  shipmate  Groves. 

The  Mexican  soldiery  both  bayoneted  and  struck  the 
American  seamen  repeatedly  with  their  cudaaaes,  and  so 
continued  to  inflict  their  Mows  till  all  were  driven  into  their 
boats  except  two,  who  had  been  brought  to  the  ground  in 
the  conflict,  and  who  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be 
able  u,  reach  the  boat. 

Deponent  doth  furthermore  declare,  and  say,  that  he 
saw  an  officer  of  the  Mexican  Government  bring  down 
cartridge*  to  the  soldiers,  with  which  tbey  loaded  their 
muiketa,  and  levelled  them  at  the  boat's  crew,  now  in  the 
bout,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  but  who  were  pre- 
vented from  firing  by  a  person  who  he  was  informed  was 
the  ««ptain  of  the  port. 


The  officer  in  command  of  the  seamen,  finding  that  they 
were  too  much  in  liquor,  beside*  being  badly  hurt,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  proceed  to  the  ahip,  the«wind  being  high,  or- 
dered deponent  to  sssiiu  in  conveying  them  to  the  guard- 
house, near  the  mole,  whieh  he  did,  and  where  he  under- 
stood  they  were  to  be  left,  in  charge  of  the  captain  of  the 
port,  till  sober. 

In  testimony  whereof,  he,  the  said  deponent,  bath  here- 
unto set  his  hand,  the  day  and  year  of  our  Lord  fir. 

WILLIAM  GIBBS,  his  X  mark. 


me, 

M.  BURROUGH, 

Consul  of  the  United  State*. 

Deposition  of  David  Alexander  Baird. 

CoSSULATS  OF  THE  UviTKD  STATES  OF  ASEBICA, 

At  Vera  Crux,  Mexico. 

This  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  tight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  before  me,  M. 
Bunrough,  consul  of  the  United  8tstcs  of  America  at  Vera 
Cruz,  being  cited,  David  Alexander  Baird,  a  native  of 
England,  aged  thirty  years,  of  late  a  resident  of  Mexico, 
who,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gels of  Almighty  God,  did  depose,  declare,  and  aay  as  fol- 
lows :  that  he,  at  present,  is  lodging  in  the  house  of  Ful- 
ton and  Bell,  proprietors  of  a  hotel  in  this  place,  at  which 
he  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  between  tba 
hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  informed  that  some  dif- 
ference Lad  taken  place  betwixt  a  party  of  Mexican  soldiers 
and  the  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  and 
that  the  Mexican  soldiery  were  murdering  the  American 
seamen  at  the  mole. 

Deponent,  in  company  with  Midshipman  Skipwith,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  immediately 
hastened  to  the  scene  of  action;  and,  on  arriving,  saw  two 
American  seamen  lying  upon  the  mole,  one  of  whom  he 
supposed  to  be  dead — both  lying  covered  with  blood.  Six 
other  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez 
were  in  the  boat  alongside  of  the  mole,  and  upon  the  mole 
immediately  overlooking  the  said  boat  were  aa  many  as  ten 
or  twelve  Mexican  soldiers  engaged  at  this  time  in  loading 
their  muskets  with  ball-cartridges,  and  whose  intention, 
deponent  verily  believes,  was  to  fne  upon  the  American 
Heamen,  and  at  whom  the  deadly  weapon*  were  actually 
twice  levelled — the  men  being  unarmed,  and  all,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  (who  waa  protecting  the  boat  from  injury 
against  the  mole,)  were  lying  or  sitting  down  perfectly 
quiet,  being  stupined  by  wounds  and  the  effects  of  ardent 
spirits. 

Deponent,  at  the  request  of  the  officer  of  the  boat,  went 
in  search  of  the  master  of  the  American  ship  Mexican,  on 
board  of  which  it  was  proposed  to  place  the  boat's  crew  of 
the  Natchez  until  sober.  In  a  few  moments  deponent  waa 
again  upon  the  mole,  having  returned  in  compsny  with 
Captain  Kimball,  of  the  aforesaid  ship  Mexican,  and  now 
discovered  that  the  two  seamen,  one  of  whom  was  supposed 
to  be  dead  and  had  been  lying  upon  the  ground  for  some 
time,  had  received  serious  wounds;  one  having  his  upi»er 
lip  snd  cheek  laid  open  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  to 
three  inches,  and  the  other  badly  hurt  in  the  leg.  upon  or 
near  the  knee  joint  of  the  left  limb.  Deponent  observing 
an  altercation  between  [a  soldier  and]  one  of  these  individ- 
uals, who  had  now  attained  his  feet,  though  much  weak- 
ened and  overcome  by  the  loss  of  blood,  went  to  him,  the 
said  seaman,  in  order  to  convey  and  assist  him  to  the  boat, 
when  his  interference  was  resented  by  the  soldier,  who, 
using  a  familiar  and  abusive  epithet,  made  a  pass  at  him 
with  his  musket,  with  bayonet  attached.  Deponent,  con- 
ceiving that  his  own  personal  life  was  in  danger  by  being 
the  mole,  accordingly  left  it. 
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In  testimony  whereof  ho  hath  hereunto  Mt  his  hand,  at 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year  neat  above 
written.  pAVID  ALEXANDER  BAIUD. 

M.  BURROUGH. 


The  Commandant  of  Vera  Crux  to  Mr.  Burrough 
[Translation.] 
V»ra  Cncz,  November  7,  1886  .- 

(Ten  o'clock  at  night.) 
Dua  3ia  :  As  I  informed  you  at  aix o'clock  thia  evening, 
when  T  had  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  esteemed  loiter  of 
yesterday,  I  now  repeat,  in  answer  to  that  received  thia  day, 
that,  it  not  being  in  my  power  to  grant  the  request  con- 
tained in  those  two  letter*,  a«  General  Gomes,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  place,  is  the  functionary  empowered  to  give 
the  necessary  orders  respecting  tlicm,  you  will  bo  pleaded 
to  prefer  your  requests  to  him. 

I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assurances  of  my  sin- 
with  which  I  remain  your  sttentivc  and 
CIR1ACO  VA8QUEZ. 
The  Consul  of  the  V.  S.  A  ,  Mr.  BuRRovest. 


Gomex  to  Mr. 
[Translation.] 

CuMMAVPAMCT  or  TUB  f LACE  Of  VzBA  CriZ. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  laws  iu  force  in  (he  Mex- 
ican republic,  1  sent  to  you  ibis  morning,  by  my  adjutant, 
s  polito  in a**t age,  summoning  you  to  appear  at  my  quarters 
at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  in  order  to  give  your 
te«umony  before  the  proper  fiscal,  in  a  prosecution  which 
has  been  instituted,  and  in  which  you  were  cited  as  a  wit- 
ness. Conformably  with  those  lawa  to  which  you,  air,  are 
subject,  you  should  have  complied  with  my  request,  without 
requiring,  as  you  have,  that  the  summons  abould  be  given 
in  writing.  However,  in  order  that  justice  may  be  admin- 
istered as  promptly  and  equitably  as  possible,  I  repeal  to 
yen,  by  means  of  this  note,  my  request  that  you  Will  be 
pleased  to  prewnt  yourself  at  my  quarters  at  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning,  for  the  purpose  sbove  staled.  I  offer 
you  the  assurance  of  my  consideration  and  esteem. 

God  and  liberty.    Vera  Crux,  AoeemAer  8,  1836. 

GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 

The  Consul  of  the  V.  A  of  North  America. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

Vbra  Cat  s,  November  8,1830. 

Da  a  a  Sir  :  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  the  ftih  instant, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 
commander  of  the  United  Ml  ate*  aloop  of  war  Natchez, 
which  was  remitted  to  mc  through  you  with  your  owu  of 
the  4tb  preceding,  I  have  now  the  sati»fuctiou  to  reply  to 
it  by  stating  thai,  it  .being  evident  your  request  was  con- 
ceived in  perfect  compliance  with  that  of  the  commander 
aforesaid,  and  that  you  also  pretend  to  demand  the  delivery 
and  release  of  eight  mariners  who  composed  the  crew  of  a 
boat  belonging  to  the  said  vessel,  protesting  nt  the  i>aiitc  lime 
against  the  judicial  proceedings  to  which  they  were  submit- 
ted, in  order  to  bring  to  light  the  motive*  which  have  given 
rise  to  their  imprisonment,  I  have  consequently  nothing  lo 
add  furthaj  than  what  I  have  ibis  day  said  lo  the  commander 
of  the  Natchez  in  the  enclosed  snnwrr,  which,  through  the 
medium  of  your  consulate,  I  have  the  honor  to  addrras  In 
shim,  hoping  that  you  will  lie  plca«ed  lo  inform  him  of  its 
contents,  considering  the  same  a*  a  reply  to  your  own,  and 
accepting  at  the  same  time  tho  assurance  of  the  cinccrv 
eetrem  which  I  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Consul,  a< 

Your  very  obedient  and  atleniive  *eivatit, 

CIIUACO  VASQT  F.Z. 

Tht  Consul  of  the  V.  S.  A.,  Mr.  Br  mo  run. 


Mr.  Burrough  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Crux. 

Covsclate  or  the  Uwitbd  Statx*  or  Amkbica, 

At  Vera  Crux,  November  8,  1836,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  if. 

Sia:  I  have  thu  honor  of  your  note  of  yeeterday's  dstc, 
in  reply  to  my  respects  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  refer- 
ring me  for  satisfaction  to  Sor.  General  Gomez,  com  nun - 
dant  of  tho  plau,  touching  the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Being  persuaded  (bal  tho  eight  seamen,  constituting  i 
part  of  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  of  Amencs, 
and  attached  to  toe  United  Slates  aloop  of  war  Natcbu, 
under  the  command  of  master  commandant  Mervtne,  are, 
at  this  time,  detained  by  your  authority  as  military  coin- 
mandant  general  of  the  Slate  of  Vera  Cruz,  I  accordingly 
addressed  you  as  the  only  legitimate  functionary  by  whom 
I  could  be  permitted  an  interview  with  the  *aid  seaim r 
but  which  you  have  not  thought  proper  to  grant. 

I  therefore,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  from  moum  of 
humanity  to  the  prisoners,  address  you  on  this  subject,  and, 
aa  consul  of  the  United  States  of  A  mortem  for  the  port  at 
Vera  Crux,  request  an  early 


Vera  Cruz,  request 

es^s^lp  \   CAY)   1 1£ 


seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,         .  M.  BURROUGH. 
To  Cibiago  V Asanas,  Esq., 
Military  Commandant  General 

of  the  Department  of  Vera  Cr 


The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr. 

[Translation.] 

Viha  Cars,  November  8,  183S. 
Deab  Sir  :  I  have  already  declared,  through  my  two  last 
letters  of  the  6th  and  7lh,  and  now  repeat,  in  reply  toyour 
favor  of  this  date,  that  General  Gomez,  as  commander  ' 
the  plaza,  is  the  person  to  whom  you  should  resort  with 
your  instance*,  whether  it  be  to  know  the  place  where  your 
countrymen,  the  eight  mariners  of  the  sloop  of  war  Natch?*, 
are  imprisoned,  or  to  communicate  with  them,  aa  you  also 
desire. 

This  lad  being  granted,  if,  notwithstanding  the  frank 
and  unequivocal  reply  which  I  have  already  made  to  vow 
two  first  letters,  and  am  now  engaged  in  making  to  the 
third,  you  still  insist  that  (  am  the  functionary  lo  wboai 
yon  should  address  your  petitions,  I  shall  he  under  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  refusing  them,  because  I  cannot  in- 
vade  the  attributes  of  another  authority,  although  he  rosy 
be  dependent  upon  mine,  who  am  the  superior  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Desist  then,  sir,  from  an  attempt  which  can  be  produc- 
tive only  of  embarrassment  lo  your  noble  objects,  an-)  in 
which  I  feel  that  you  cannot  but  be  pleased  at  »>eing  per- 
suaded that  Mr.  Gomez  will  attend  to  your  imtance*  « 
question,  conformably  to  his  duties  as  prescribed  toward* 
the  nation,  and  towards  you,  as  cotuul  of  the  United 
Stntes  of  North  America. 

This  occasion  affords  me  another  opportunity  of  renew- 
ing to  you,  with  pleasure,  the  asaurance  of  the  sincere  re- 
gard with  which  I  am  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CIR1ACO  VA8QUEZ. 

Mr.  BuRRoron,  r"Ae  Consul 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Captain  Veriinc. 
[Translation.] 

Vara  Cacz,  Nov* tuber  8,  1W6. 
Dear  Sir:  From  the  tenor  of  your  esteemed  favor ol 
the  3d  instani,  it  is  manifest,  the  information  given  U>  J°* 
in  relation  to  the  occurrence  of  tho  2d,  between  the  sranieo 
of  a  boat  belonging  to  I  he  corvelle  under  your  commend  aad 
the  guaid  of  (he  mole  at  this  port,  waa  communicated  by 
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although  I  confide  in  the  sincerity  of  your  promise  to  pun- 
ish them  if  they  should  be  found  delinquent— inasmuch  as 
by  the  Uwe  of  this  country,  I  havo  neither  power  to  grant 
pardon,  nor  to  dispense  with  their  execution,  but  on  the 
contrary  am  bound  to  see  them  applied  in  all  cases  that 
may  occur. 

If,  m  you  assert,  there  exists  a  number  of  causes  of  com- 
plaint between  the  two  Governments,  the  trial  of  the  before 
mentioued  seamen,  against  which  you  protest,  guided  by 
false  statements  and  equivocal  doctrines,  cannot  serve  to 
nourish  that  discontent,  even  if  protests  were  solicited  for 
the  purpose,  becauso  your  Government  is  too  enlightened 
to  txwgnorant  of  what  constitutes  the  jurisdiction  of  na- 
tions, and  that  offence  cannot  be  taken  by  any  other  when 
they  make  uso  of  their  perfect  rights.  For  this  reason  I 
flatter  myself  that  this  just  and  regular  act  will  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  that  painful  and  gloomy  influence  which  you  in- 
sinuate, even  with  repetition,  no  doubt  iu  entire  sincerity  ; 
while  I  am  pained  at  not  being  able  to  comply  with  your 
wishes  touching  the  delivery  of  the  seamem  aforesaid. 

With  such  a  motive,  I  have  tho  satisfaction  of  offering 
to  you  all  my  consideration,  as  your  most  affectionate 
friend  and  attentive  servant. 

C1RIACO  VASQIEZ. 
The  Commas  dkr  of  the  U.  S.  shop  of  war  Natchez. 

Mr.  Burrough  to  General  Gomez. 
Co.xsulats  or  thb  U.  8.  or  America, 

At  Vera  Cruz.  November  9,  183fi, 

at  half-past  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 
8ir  :  Tn  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I 
beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  do  nut  acknowledge  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  military  tribunal  over  my  countrymen,  and  that 
even  if  such  a  monstrous  principle  could  be  admitted,  I 
should  still,  as  consul  of  the  United  States,  be  bound  ex 
officio  to  protect  and  defend  them,  and  to  see  that  justice 
was  impartially  rendered  them— a  circumstance  that  alone 
precludes  my  appearing  as  a  witness  against  them. 

But  I  havo  a  still  stronger  objection  to  urge,  and  it  is, 
that,  having  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration 
of  tho  charge  d'affaires  for  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  I 
do  not  feel  authorized  to  take  any  further  step  whatever 
therein,  until  I  receive  his  advice  and  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

To  Gen.  Orsoorio  Gonxz, 

Commander  of  the  plaza  of  Vera  Cruz. 


tome  passionate  person,  who,  not  having  spoken  with  ve- 
racity, bas  caused  you  to  believe  that  the  said  seamen  have 
not  committed  a  crime,  but  a  trifling  fault,  to  which  we 
had  on  our  part  contributed  ;  and  that  they  were  attacked 
with  fire  arms  and  swords  by  the  armed  force,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  who  joined  in  the  con- 
teat.  Such  inexact  information  betrays  the  bad  faith  of 
him  who  gave  it ;  since  it  is  public  and  notorious  that  the 
seamen  made  an  armed  resistance  against  a  soldier  and 
corporal  of  the  guard  of  the  mole,  who,  in  compliance  with 
their  first  duty,  hastened  towards  the  seamen  with  tho  view 
of  reducing  them  to  order ;  but  the  energetic  resistance 
which  tiiey  made  rendered  it  necessary,  in  order  to  quiet  them, 
to  call  for  addition^  troops,  who  alone  (and  none  of  the 
inhabitants)  met  them  with  arms — which  were  muaketaand 
swords,  the  same  as  are  use  by  men  of  their  profession  in 
•II  parts.  Nor  is  this  bad  faith  the  less  betrayed  by  the 
fact  of  your  having  been  assured  that  tho  said  seamen  were 
about  to  be  assassinated,  and  that  they  were  not  arrested 
by  the  guard  of  the  mole.  Nothing  else  than  their  arrest 
was  thought  »f,  as  in  effect  the  object  of  the  guard  was 
thereby  attained ;  and  the  corporal  of  the  guard  received  a 
contusion  in  attempting  to  quiet  the  seamen  who  had  been 
so  disorderly,  and  in  causing  them  to  abandon  the  hostile 
attitude  which  they  maintained,  armed  with  boat-books, 
knives,  oars,  and  pieces  of  wood.  They  were  apprehend- 
ed by  the  officer  of  the  guard,  acting  of  his  own  accord, 
who,  at  the  instance  of  the  consul  of  your  nation,  placed 
tbem  at  the  disposition  of  the  competent  authority,  and  not 
at  that  of  the  police,  as  you  have  been  falsely  informed. 

The  facts  being  now  put  in  their  true  light,  you  will  see 
that  this  is  not  a  trifling  matter  of  reciprocal  charity  and 
forgetfulness,  although  it  may  be  one  of  mutual  regret ;  for 
between  friends,  between  nations  allied  by  solemn  treaties 
of  amity  and  cordial  relations,  the  perpetration  of  offences 
so  unjust  and  audacious  as  that  committed  by  the  sc.imen 
of  the  corvette  under  your  command,  is  always  productive 
of  that  sentiment.  And  you  will  also  see  that  in  their  im- 
prisonment and  condemnation  there  ia  do  want  of  respect 
to  any  one;  but  that  a  proper  use  has  been  made  of  the  na- 
tion's right  to  chastise  those  who  offend  against  i( — a  right 
inconlrovertibly  possessed  by  every  nation  in  the  universe. 
Will  you  then  pretend  that  mine  is  in  a  worse  condition 
than  all  others,  and  does  not  posse**  the  right  which  ema- 
nates frota  its  security  and  sovereignty,  to  chastise  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  vessel  under  your  command  1  If  so,  you 
cannot  have  fixed  your  mind  upon  the  code  of  national 
law,  it  such  an  immunity  of  it  would  be  a  subversion  of 
social  order,  and  calculated  to  keep  the  world  in  continual 
war.  Bear  in  mind  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  that 
universal  code,  and  you  will  be  convinced  of  the  legality  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  nations  to  punish  those  who  injure  and 
offend  them.  But,  even  admitting  that  it  may  not  l>c  thus 
determined  by  that  code,  such  jurisdiction  would  unques- 
tionably hold  good  with  mine,  by  the  right  of  retaliation, 
aince  in  the  United  States  of  America  persons  belonging  to 
the  navy  and  army  of  this  republic  have  been  tried  and 
sentenced  without  there  being  any  ground  of  complaint,  as 
well  as  by 'the  principle  that  what  one  nation  regards  as 
just  for  itself,  the  same  should  be  held  as  proper  for  an- 
other. 

The  seamen  of  the  corvette  under  your  commend,  by 
unjustly  attacking  and  wounding  members  of  the  guard  at 
the  mole,  who  repaired  thither  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
them  to  that  order  which  they  bod  transgressed  by  their 
haughtiness  or  drunkenness,  have  been  guilty  of  a  heavy 
crime,  according  to  our  laws.  They  are  now  under  trial 
before  the  competent  authority,  which  is,  notwithstanding 
what  you  say  to  the  contrary,  unquestionably  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  nation ;  and,  until  the  cause  is  termina- 
ted, I  shall  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  refusing  to  de- 
liver up  these  men,  wholly  and  entirely,  as  you  demand— 


Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Eltit. 

Coxhulats  or  t«  U.  8.  or  A  mirk  a. 

At  Vera  Cruz,  November  12,  183*. 

Sir  :  Having  received  nothing  froui  you  by  the  two  lost 
mails,  I  am  fearful  that  my  letters  have  miscarried,  or  at 
least  the  one  under  date  of  the  3d  instant,  conveying  to 
you  intelligence  of  the  occurrence  at  this  place  on  that  day, 
between  the  Mexican  soldiery  and  the  boat's  crew  of  the 
United  Slates  ship  Natchez. 

A  flairs  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  remsin  as  when  I  last 
had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  Thcuuthor- 
Hies  have  had  no  further  conference  with  me,  pro  or  con. 
I  have  been  informed,  indirectly,  that  fuur  of  the  seamen 
are  confined  in  the  hospital,  two  of  whom  have  l>een  at  the 
point  of  death,  from  the  bayonet  wounds  received;  it  is  also 
stated  that  the  other  two  were  this  day  examined  by  the  mil- 
itary authorities  touching  the  facts  of  charges  alleged.  The 
result  of  their  examination,  or  of  the  state  ami  condition  of 
the  others,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ran  l>ear  all  that 
has  recently  transpired  at  this  port  in  the  way  of  aggressions 
and  outrages  on  its  flag  and  citizens,  I  wish  no  longer  to 
have  my  life  jeopardized  by  a  residence  in  this  country; 
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and  I  do  contend  that,  unless  «ome  decisive  measure  are 
adopted  by  oar  Government,  in  justice  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  her  citizens  in  Mexico,  our  li«ea  can  scarcely 
be  preserved.  But  ao  long  aa  I  remain  charged  with  the 
interests  of  my  brethren  at  Vera  Crua,  my  duty  shall  be 
done,  let  consequences  be  what  they  may  5  «nd  if  I  tall,  it 
will  be  in  a  juat  and  virtuous  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  moat  respectf  ully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  BUR  ROUGH. 

To  Hon.  Powmatak  Ellis, 

Chargi  cT  Affaires  V.  8.  A., 


Mr.  Burrnugh  to  Mr.  EUis.  " 

Consulate  or  U.  8.  or  Amzkica, 
Al  Vera  Cruz,  November  14,  1896. 

Hi  a  :  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  in  regard  to  the 
American  seamen  imprisoned  at  this  city,  further  than  that 
I  yesterday  received  a  letter,  signed  by  four  of  them,  in 
an  hospital  of  this  town,  stating  that  they  were  on  Satur- 
day taken  out  and  examined  by  the  authorities.  They  re- 
quest me  to  call  and  see  them,  but  as  yet  no  permission  has 
been  granted  me  to  visit  them ;  and  whether  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  have  an  interview  with  any  of  them,  remains  yet 
to  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  Powhataw  Ellis, 

Chnrgi  d*  Affaires  U.  S.  A.,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Burrough. 

I.KSATtON  Or  THK  UnITKD  SrATES  OV  AxRSICA, 

Mexico,  November  15,  18J6. 

8ta:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents  in  rrlstion  to  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States  ship  Natchez,  reached  mc  last  evening,  and,  on  their 
examination,  I  was  struck  with  amazement  to  find  that 
General  Gregorio  Gomez  had  Keen  appointed  to  tho  com- 
mand of  the  plaza  at  Vera  Cruz,  after  his  dismissal  from 
the  service  for  improper  conduct  to  American  officers  at 
6anta  Anna  do  Tamaulipas.  In  the  present  age,  such  an 
instance  of  punic  faith  is  nut  to  bo  found  in  the  history  of 
any  civilized  nation  on  earth.  I  will  not  make  further  com- 
ment on  this  extraordinary  and  reckless  art  on  the  part  of 
this  Government.  The  day  of  retribution  will  come,  and 
a  heavy  one  it  will  he  for  the  people  Mexico. 

I  ahall  do  all  in  my  power  to  procure  the  release  of  the 
American  seamen  now  held  in  confinement  by  the  arbitrary 
acta  ol'ehe  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  will,  as  early 
as  possible,  advise  you  of  the  result 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  M.  Btjbhouoh,  Esq., 

United  Slates  Consul,  Vera  Crus. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monaslcrio. 

LfcOATlOX  or  ths  Usitfd  Statss  or  America, 
Mtxiai,  November  16,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  eiccl- 
lency  that,  on  the  2d  instant,  a  boat  and  eight  men,  under 
tho  command  of  Midshipman  Reushaw,  left  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  then  at  anchor  off  Sacrificiof, 
and  landed  on  the  mote  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  During 
tho  absence  of  this  officer,  who  had  orders  to  see  the  con- 
sul of  the  United  8tate«  at  that  place,  the  crew  became  in- 
toxicated, and  one  of  them  unfortunately  got  into  a  quar- 
rel with  a  flohermin  on  tha  mole.  The  guard  at  the  gate 
repaired  to  the  scene  of  contention,  and  with  arms  fell 
upm  the  sailor.    The  rest  of  the  crew  hastened  to  his  as- 


sistance, but  were  ultimately  driven  into  their  boat,  with 
the  exception  of  two  of  them,  who  were  so  badly  wounded 
that  they  could  not  retire.  At  this  moment  Mid-hiptnart 
Renshaw  arrived.  The  wind  being  high,  and  the  sailors 
incapable  of  working  the  boat,  he,  on  the  advice  of  ths 
consul,  requested  the  captain  of  the  port  to  receive  them 
in  charge  until  they  were  called  for  on  the  auccecding  d<v 
The  wounded  were  taken  to  the  hospital.  The  day  fol- 
lowing the  consul  of  the  United  States  demanded  that  the 
men  should  be  delivered  to  the  officer  in  command  of  tht 
boat ;  but  this  wns  wholly  refused,  snd  up  to  this  period 
they  are  detained  in  close  confinement,  and  the  consul 
(whose  duty  it  is  provide  for  their  comfort)  is  not  permit- 
ted to  see  them.  From  the  information  received  in  rela- 
tion to  this  unpleasant  occurrence,  it  cannot  be  ascertained 
whether  the  seaman  or  tho  fisherman  was  to  blame  in  the 
first  instances ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  men  acted  in 
self-defence,  when  the  armed  soldiery  proceeded  to  attack 
them  with  bayonets  and  cutlasses,  until  they  were  driven 
into  their  boat.  While  in  this  defenceless  situation,  sons 
of  them  weltering  in  their  blood,  the  Mexican  soldiers,  at 
the  instance  of  an  officer  who  had  furnished  them  with 
cartridges,  wore  in  the  act  of  firing  a  volley  of  musketry 
into  the  l»oat,  when  their  intention  was  defeated  by  the 
timely  interference  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  whose  hu- 
mane conduct  on  that  occasion  saved  the  lives  of  the  officer 
and  crew.  If  the  seaman  was  the  aggressor,  still  it  U  be- 
lieved this  will  r.ot  present  such  a  case  as  to  warrant  the 
interposition  of  an  anned  guard  to  attack  a  drunken  and 
defenceless  man,  whose  life  was  put  in  imminent  danger  by 
the  assailants.  That  the  balance  of  the  boat's  crew,  ani- 
mated by  those  generous  feelings  which  always  exist  among 
men  in  their  condition  of  life,  should  throw  theniselvei 
between  the  bayonets  of  the  Moxican  soldiers  and  their 
shipmate,  whose  life  was  thus  placed  in  jeopardy,  deserve* 
admiration  and  praise  rather  than  chains  and  punishment. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  a  fixed  design  to  treat  with  disrespect 
this  Government,  or  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  bis  sur- 
prise that  an  officer  l<caring  a  commission  of  this  Govern- 
ment, should  have  considered  it  any  portion  of  his  duty  t« 
instigate  his  men  to  fire  upon  unarmed  American  citizens 
situated  as  they  were,  and  much  leas  could  he  have  sap- 
posed  that  the  authorities  si  Vera  Crux  would,  under  all  lb* 
circumstances  of  the  case,  incarcerate  them  witfi  a  view  to 
their  puishment  under  the  municipal  laws  of  Mexico.  It 
ia  now  a  well  understood  principle  of  national  laxv,  that  a 
public  armed  vessel  of  a  foreign  Power  visiting  the  ports  of 
a  country  with  whom  her  Government  is  at  peace,  and 
conducting  herself  in  a  friendly  manner,  is  exempt  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  country,  for  the  veiy  obvious  res- 
son  that  the  municipal  law  of  one  country  cannot  change 
the  law  of  nations  ao  as  to  hind  the  citizens  and  subjects  of 
another  country.    Whenever  these  an 'agonist  principle* 
come  in  opposition  to  each  other,  the  latter  must  prevail 
over  the  flrat    If  it  were  otherwise,  that  good  understand 
ing  among  all  nations  so  necessary  to  promote  harmony 
and  concord  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other  could  not 
be  preserved.    The  undersigned  will  further  remark,  that 
the  seamen  in  question  were  handed  over  to  the  captain  of 
the  port  with  the  express  understanding  that  they  were  W 
be  returned  on  tho  succeeding  day.    Uuder  thi*  agreement 
he  conceives  no  just  reason  can  be  urged  for  their  detention 
at  this  time.    He  has  therefore  no  hesitation  in  reque*"11? 
your  excellency  that,  if  the  facta  be  found  as  herein  stated, 
he  will  cause  the  seamen  aforesaid  to  be  delivered  t»  u» 
commander  of  tho  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  « 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  8tates  st  Vers  Cruz;  snd  that 
if  the  officer  of  the  guard  shall  prove  culpable  in  instig*- 
ting  his  men  to  the  commission  of  the  acts  as  detailed,  b* 
mav  be  visited  with  merited  punishment. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
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renew  to  your  ex 


of  hie  wry  dis- 


POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  bis  E*eellency  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Moxabterio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Burrougk  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Consulate  or  tbr  U.  Statu  or  America, 

Veto  Cruz,  November  18,  2836* 

Sir:  By  this  morning's  mail  I  had  the  honor  of  your 
letter  of  the  15th  instant;  aJ vising  that  my  respect*  of  the 
10th,  with  its  accompaniments,  hid  reached  you. 

The  American  seamen  are  yet  in  con6n«nw-nt,  and  no 
overt  area  made  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  this  Gov. 
•rnment  to  enable  me  to  visit  them,  nor  has  Any  com- 
munication been  received  in  relation  to  them  since  I  la«t 
addressed  you  in  their  behalf,  and  for  which  I  am  willing 
to  ffire  the  crediUo  General  Gregory  Gomez,  the  military 

Enclosed  I  hand  you  copies  of  two  note*  received  (rom 
the  primmer*,  nnd  whom  I  «hnll  make,  per  hups,  (mother 
effort  to  see  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  in  case  they 
are  not  released.  1  have  sent  them  a  little  money  through 
the  bearers  of  the  two  notes,  but  am  apprehensive  thst  it 
has  not  been  received.  Concluding  my  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  said  seamen,  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
hut  assure  you  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  lie  wanting 
to  the  end  that  they  may  lie  released  and  protected  from 
oppression. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 

t,  M.  BURROUGH. 

The  Hon.  Powhatax  Ellis, 

Charge' o" Affaires  U.S.  A.,  Mexico. 


to  3«V  •  MiHt  a  . 

Consulate  or  thi  U.  States  or  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  24,  J  886. 
Si  a  :  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  General  Antonio  Castro, 
the  military  commandant  general  of  this  department,  did 
me  the  honor  to  call  at  my  office  to-day,  and  stated  that, 
having  received  instructions  from  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  seamen  ol  the  United  8tates  ship 
Natchez,  detained  in  thia  city,  he  should  issue  an  order 
I  for  their  liberation,  and  who  would  be  delivered  to  my 
charge. 

The  said  mariners  have  not  as  yet  appeared,  but  who 
will  probably,  according  to  promise,  be  presented  nt  thia 
consulate  in  the  course  of  to-morrow.    I  shall 


The  American  Seamen  to  Mr. 

Van  a  Crux  Hospital,  November  14,  1836. 
Respected  8ir:  We  were  informed  by  a  gentleman 
who  eiamined  us  yesterday,  that  our  ship  had  sailed  from 


this  port  a  few  days  ago,  and  that  we  were  left  under  your 
If  such  is  the  ense,  we  should  feel  much 


obliged  if  you  would  make  it  convenient  to  call  here  and 
see  us,  as  we  stand  much  in  need  of  your  advice  at  pres- 
ent. 

We  remain,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

HENRY  HAVI8T, 
JAMES  HOOPER, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
R.  FREEMAN. 

For  the  Ambricax  Consul,  Vera  Cruz. 

The  American  Stamen  to  Mr.  Burrougk. 

Vera  Crux  Prisox,  November  19,  1836. 
Respected  Sib  :  As  we  have  been  discharged  from  the 
hospital,  and  are  ail  here  in  prison,  we  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you  that  we  are  much  in  want  of  tobacco,  and  that 
we  are  not  allowed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  those  that  have  been  in  prison  all  the 
time  are  getting  sick  and  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  hos- 
pital. We  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  would  so  far 
interest  yourself  in  our  behalf  as  to  get  us  out  of  here, 


and,  if  con 
here. 
W. 


we  should  bo  thankful  by  your  calling 


,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

NATHANIEL  GROVES, 
SAMUEL  MOULDING, 
SAMUEL  LONG, 
JOHN  WILLIAMS, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
JAMES  HOOPER 


of  them,  and  dispose  of  them  as  I  heretofore  informed  you 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 
The  honorable  Po  what  ax  Ellis, 

Charge  a"  Affaires  U.  S.  A.,  at  Mexico. 

Mr.  Burrougk  to  Mr.  EUis. 

Consulate  or  the  U.  States  or  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  November  28,  1836. 

8ir:  I  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  the 
eight  American  seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  have  been  detained  in  prison  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Mexican  Government  at  this  city  for 
the  period  of  twenty-three  days,  were  yesterday  delivered 
to  my  charge  by  the  commandant  of  this  plaxa. 

Enclosed  I  trsnsmit  copies  of  letters  on  the  subject  of 
their  liberation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  Powhatax  Ellis, 

Charge  d' Affaires  U.  S.  A.  at  Mexico. 

Tke  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mr.  Burrough. 


CoMMAXDAXCY  GxXERAl  OP  THE  DxPARTMIXT  OP  VERA. 

Crux. 

I  have  this  day  given  a  suitable  order  to  the  military 
commandant  of  this  plaxa,  directing  him  to  deliver  over  to 
you  the  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  American  sloop  of 
war  Natchez,  against  whom  a  prosecution  was  instituted 
in  consequence  of  the  quarrel  which  they  had  with  certain 
Mexican  citizens,  and  of  the  resistance  which  they  made 
to  the  guard  of  the  mole ;  hoping  that,  in  conformity  with 
what  you  were  pleased  to  signify  to  me  in  the  conference 
which  we  held  this  morning,  they  may  bo  chistwed  by  the 
competent  authorities  of  their  own  nation,  according  to  the 
laws  which  there  exist,  and  in  a  manner  corresponding  to 
the  crime  which  they  have  committed  in  thia  republic. 

With  thia  motive,  Mr.  Consul,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer 
to  you,  respectfully,  my  consideration  and  esteem. 

Gud  and  Liberty.    Vera  Cruz,  November  34,  1836. 

ANTONIO  DE  CA8TRO. 

The  Coxsol  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Mr.  Burrougk  to  the  Commandant  of  Vera  Cruz. 

CoXSULATR  OP  THE  UxiTES  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 


Vera  Cruz,  November  36,  )( 

Sir:  I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
by  which  I  am  informed  that  an  order  has  been  passed  to 
the  commandant  of  this  plaza,  in  virtue  of  which  the  eight 
seamen  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  de- 
tained by  the  authorities  of  this  Government  under  the  ac- 
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,  and  for  resisting 
of  Ibe  mid  <*a 


a  conflict  with  citizens  of  the 
I  lie  military  guard  at  the  mole. 

In  pursuance  of  your  command, 
men  were  delivered  at  thia  consulate  at  the  hour  of  1 1 
o'clock  this  day,  since  which,  the  other  has  presented  him- 
self, and  who,  it  appears,  was  detained  by  illness  in  the 
hospital. 

Responding  to  that  part  of  your  letter  by  which  you  ap- 
parently enjoin  it  as  a  condition  of  the  liberation  of  the 
aiore-mentioned  seamen,  that  they  lie  chastised  by  the 
competent  authority  of  my  Government,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  a  communication  on  that  subject  from  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  under  cover  of 
a  note  from  thia  consulate,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, has  already  been  made  to  the  then  military  com- 
mandant general  of  this  department,  in  which  the  said 
commander  refers  to  a  letter  of  previous  date,  addressed  to 
the  aforesaid  authority,  expressive  of  his  profound  regret 
at  the  unfortunate  occurrence  of  the  3d  instant,  and  where- 
in he  assures  the  incumbent  of  office  "  that  if,  on  inquiry, 
tho  provocation  should  appear  to  have  originated  from  the 
American  seamen,  the  offenders  should  receive  condign 
punishment and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  good 
faith  of  Captain  Mervine,  commander  of  the  United  8tatcs 
ship  Natchez.  But,  as  thia  consulate  la  in  possession  of 
no  testimony  that  the  American  seamen  are  delinquents, 
the  converse  being  proven,  and  by  ample  testimony,  that 
they  were  wantonly  attacked  and  unmercifully  beaten  and 
wounded  Irv  the  military  guard  and  other  assailants  at  the 
mole  of  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  in«tant;  and 
unless  some  proof  at  least  be  adduced  that  they,  the  said 
fcamen,  were  the  aggressors,  I  am  constrained  to  express 
my  disapprobation  of  the  justice  of  your  requisition  regard- 
ing their  chastisement. 

Having  already  protested  against  the  unjust  and  arbi- 
trary detention  of  said  American  seamen,  1  now  solemnly 
protest  against  the  inquisitorial  proceeding,  or  trial,  insti- 
tuted against  them  by  your  predecessor  in  office,  during 
which,  I,  as  consul  of  the  United  Stales,  and  ex  officio 
their  natural  guardian  and  protector,  was  excluded  ail  coro- 
munkation  with  them,  my  suffering  countrymen,  notwith- 
standing I  made  three  several  and  distinct  applicationa  for 
liberty  to  communicate  with  them,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
miniater  to  their  comfort 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration  of  per- 
so     re-pec  ,  your  o     tent  servant,  M  BTJRR0UGH 

To  AifToxto  Castro,  Esq., 

Me  Military  Com.  General  of  the  Dept.  of  Vera  Cru*. 


Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translation.) 

Palacv.  or  tbx  Nattobal  Gotx»hbi*t, 

Mexico,  December  8,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Miniater  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hon.  PowhaUu  Ellis  a 
copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
relative  to  the  delivery  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
in  Vera  Cruz,  of  the  eeamen  of  the  American  sloop  of 
war  Natchez,  who  were  imprisoned  on  account  of  the 
quarrel  in  which  they  were  engaged  on  the  mole  of  that 
port. 

The  undersigned,  while  transmitting  this  document  to 
the  Hon.  Powhatan  Elba,  as  the  result  of  his  note  upon 
this  subject  renews  to  him  the  aasuranee  of  his  very  die- 
consideration  and  esteem. 
J08E  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powbatab  Ellis, 
Chmgid' Affaires  of  the 


Mr.  Hot  nel  to  3/i 

[Translation.] 

DxrABTXKBT  OF  Wa*  AMD  MaBIBB, 

Section  3d,  Commandaney  General  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Vera  Crux,  Mesa  Ut,  No.  718. 

Exckllxbt  8ia :  In  consequence  of  the  superior  note 
of  your  excellency,  of  the  19lh  instant,  excusing  tome 
diffirultiee  which  embarrassed  the  termination  of  the  pre- 
paratory proceedings  instituted  upon  the  quarrel  moved  by 
sundry  Pallor*  of  the  American  nloop  of  war  Natchez,  see- 
ing the  meriu  which  sustain  those  instruction*,  and  fol- 
lowing the  desire)  of  the  Supreme  Government,  I  have 
this  day  closed  the  subject  in  question,  leaving  oncompre- 
mited  the  national  decorum,  by  delivering  over  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  consul  ot  the  United  Stales  of  the  North,  tii« 
said  mariners,  who,  by  their  ignorance  and  excesses,  ren- 
dered themselves  lial  le  to  proceedings  which  they  them- 
selves provoked-— that  functionary  having  promised  that  ha 
would  send  them  by  the  first  vessel  than  offered  to  the  prop- 
er authority,  to  whom  he  would  recommend  that  they 
should  receive  condign  punishment  fox  their  offences ;  and 
in  doing  myself  the  honor  to  communicate  thia  to  your  ex- 
cellency, in  reply  to  your  note  aforesaid,  I  have  alee  that 
of  renewiog  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my  re- 
spectful consideration. 

God  and  Ubcrty.    Vbba  Cac«,  November  34.  1836. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO. 
7b  his  Bxcelleney  the  Minister  of  War  and  Marine. 

Copy  :  Mexico,  November  29,  1836. 

JUAN  L.  VELASO.UE8  DE  LEON. 
Copy  :  Mexico,  December  3,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 


LxeA-riox  or  tut.  Umitxo  Statks  or  Avkbica, 

Mexico,  December  3,  1836. 

8ia: 

e  •  •  e  •  s 

I  am  exceedingly  gratified  to  learn  that  the  American  set 
men  have  been  discharged,  and  trust  you  may  soon 
an  opportunity  to  send  them  to  Pensacola. 

With  great' respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS 

To  M.  Bcaaoueu,  Esq. 

Consul  Vera  Cruz. 


to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 
Palacx  or  tbx  Natiobal  Gotxbbmkbt, 

Mexico,  December  r\  1836. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  his 
the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  to  the  honorable  Powhatsa 
Ellis,  a  copy  of  another  communication  which  he  ha*  re- 
ceived from  the  Department  of  War  upon  the  delivery 
made  to  the  consul  of  the  United  Statea  in  Vera  Cm*  of 
the  eight  mariners  belonging  to  the  aloop  of  war  of  that 
nation  called  the  Natchex ;  and  thereupon  renews  to  him 
the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration  md 
cole  >'m. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powbatab  Ems, 

Charge-  d* Affaires  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  Tornel  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

[Translation.] 
Dxpabtkxbt  or  Wax  abb  Marimb, 
Section  Sa\  Mexico,  December  8,  1836. 
Under  date  of  the  86th  of  November  last  past,  the  com 
■  Vera  Crux  addressed  me  ai  follow 
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Excellent  8i»  z  Provision  having  been  made  by  the 
military  commandant  of  this  plaza  for  delivering  to  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  of  the  North  the  eight  seamen 
belonging  to  a  sloop  of  war  of  that  nation,  the  Natchez,  as 
your  excellency  was  advised  in  my  official  note,  No.  718, 
of  the  24th  instant,  the  said  commandant,  under  date  of 
the  25th  of  the  same  month,  thus  reports  to  roe :  «*  In  due 
fulfilment  of  the  decree  issued  by  your  excellency,  embrac- 
ing a  summary  of  instructions  about  the  seamen  of  the 
American  sloop  of  war  Natctui,  accused  of  having  drawn 
arms  upon  the  guard  of  the  mole,  according  to  your  note 
of  yesterday,  the  eight  mariners  referred  to  have  been  do 
liverod  over  to  the  consul  of  their  nation  in  this  port, 
through  one  of  the  adjutants  of  I  he  plaza,  as  he  was  by  me 
commissioned  to  do.  And  I  have  the  honor  to  announce 
tlie^satns  to  your  excellency,  in  reply  to  your  note  afoie- 

And  I  remit  it  to  your  excellency  for  your  information 
and  that  of  the  excellent  President  ltd  interim,  to  whom 
you  wiU  be  pleased  to  say  that  this  business  is  now  ler- 

By  order  of  his  excellency,  I  enclose  it  to  vou  for  your 
information  and  such  purpose  as  you  mav  deem  fit. 

Clod  and  liberty.  '     TORN  EI.. 

Tlie  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Copy  :  Mexico,  December  8,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

LCCATIOX  OF  THE  TjNlTKD  STATES  OF  AlCEBICA, 

Mexico,  December  W,  1836. 
Si  a  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  balance 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  acting  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  for  the  Mexican  republic  and  myself,  which 
led  to  the  demand  of  my  passports. 

I  am,  Willi  great  re-pect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Joiik  Forsyth, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington  City. 

Mr.  Monaster™  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 

Palace  op  tub  National  Government, 

Mexico,  November  15,  1836. 

To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 

Charge"  a"  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  America. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  has 
informed  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis,  through  his  private 
note  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  and  bU  official  note  of  the 
23d  of  the  same  month,  that  in  order  to  reoly  to  the  one 
from  his  excellency  of  the  26th  of  Septenber,  in  which  he 
sets  forth  various  reclamations  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  against  the  Mexican  Government,  it  was 
necessary  to  collect  all  the  important  data;  some  of  which 
were  to  be  obtained  from  different  authorities  and  officers 
both  within  and  without  the  capital,  because  tbey  did  not 
appear  in  the  Department  of  Relations;  but  now,  with  such 
as  are  before  the  undersigned,  be  hastens  to  reply  to  said 
note,  although  it  may  not  be,  upon  all  and  every  point  em- 
braced in  it,  yielding  to  the  urgency  of  Mr.  Ellis,  and  de- 
siring to  give  him  a  proof  that  the  supreme  administration 
of  the  republic  is  not  unmindful  of  these  affairs,  and  that 
there  has  not  been  any  the  slightest  omission  on  the  part 
of  this  department,  in  giving  the  necessary  explanations. 

Before  entering  upon  the  matter,  the  undersigned  lie- 
lieves  that  he  ought  to  establish  a  preliminary  basis  for  the 
belter  understanding  of  his  reply  to  each  one  of  the  charges 
embraced  in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis.  The  14th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
subsisting  between  this  republic  and  the  United  Stales  of 
Vol.  XIV. — A  27 


America,  provides  that  both  Governments  guaranty  their 
especial  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens of  each  other,  «« leaving  open  and  free  to  them  the  tri- 
bunals of  justice  for  their  judicial  recourse,  on  the  samo 
terms  which  are  usual  and  customary  with  the  natives  or 
citizens  of  the  country  in  which  they  may  be ;  for  which 
they  may  employ,  in  defence  of  their  rights,  such  advocates, 
solicitors,  notaries,  agents,  and  factors,  as  tbey  may  judge 
proper,  in  all  their  trials  at  law,"  dec. ;  and  hence,  from  the 
tenor  of  this  paragraph,  it  is  evident  that  this  protection  is 
limited  to  a  resorj  to  those  tribunal*,  whose  access  is  thus 
rendered  easy,  and  thst  the  laws  of  the  country  are  made 
to  bear  upon  them  with  all  due  impartiality.  By  leaving 
the  parties  interested  to  carry  on  weir  own  affairs,  they  can 
discuss  and  arrange  the  points  at  issue  without  the  direct 
interposition  ol  their  respective  Governments,  which  might, 

ciple,  all  those  reclamations  which  have  for  their  object  the 
proceeding  of  officers  of  the  customs  in  fulfilment  of  (he  laws 
of  finance,  for  abuses  which  may  have  been  committed,  do 
not,  in  any  manner,  attach  to  the  Executive  of  the  repub- 
lic, but  ought  to  be  examined  before  the  tribunals  of  the 
district  and  circuit  and  in  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  proceedings  established  by  law, 
without  making  them  matter  of  diplomatic  discussion,  so 
long  as  the  parties  interested  are  not  denied  those  legal  re- 
sources which  are  open  to  Mexicans,  but  without  the  one 
pretending  to  rights  which  the  others  do  not  enjoy,  inas-  ._ 
much  as  there  could  not  exist  two  different  legislations  for 
natives  and  foreigners ;  and  these,  all  of  which  they  may 
claim  <n  virtue  of  the  treaty,  are,  that  the  latter  may  be 
judged  by  the  same  laws,  and  by  Ihe  same  tribunals  as  the 
former.  The  undersigned  is  induced  to  make  this  obser- 
vation, bo  cause  be  discovers  that,  in  general,  the  reclama- 
tions contained  in  the  note  now  under  consideration,  are 
confined  to  the  affairs  of  individuals  whose  trial  and  adjust- 
ment belong  to  the  judiciary  of  the  republic  ;  he  will,  there- 
fore, leave  its  application  to  the  several  points  coming  under 
it,  and  pass  to  a  consideration  of  them,  following  the  order 
in  which  they  havo  been  placed  by  the  chorge  d'aiTaires  of 
the  United  8tatt>s. 

The  first,  relative  to  the  proceedings  had  at  Tabasco  upon 
the  cargo  of  the  American  schooner  Northampton,  and  the 
injuries  inflicted  on  her  captain,  is  entirely  unknown  to  the 
Department  of  Relations ;  and  hence  it  is,  that,  because  of 
the  relation  made  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  the  necetwury 
information  has  now  been  called  for,  with  a  view  to  take 
such  order  on  it  as  the  facts  moy  justify. 

The  complaints  of  the  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  John  Baldwin,  against  the  authorities  cf  Guaza- 
cualco,  form  the  second  subject  treated  of  in  the  honorable 
P.  Ellis's  note ;  and  an  examination  of  the  documents  in 
the  case  proves  that,  whatever  may  have  Ken  the  grievan- 
ces which  Mr.  Baldwin  has  borne,  and  however  arbitrary 
the  acts  of  said  authorities,  the  party  interested  ought  to 
have  sought  reparation  for  them,  and  punishment  of  hie 
aggressors,  before  the  proper  tribunals,  whose  action  was 
alike  open  to  foreigners  and  natives.  Nevertheless,  aa  he 
hits  placed  his  cause  in  the  hands  of  the  chargv  d'affaires  of 
his  nation,  who  has  transmitted  it  to  the  department  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  the  Supreme  Government  will 
take  such  part  in  the  ssme  as  is  proper.  What  blame  can 
attach  to  the  Government,  because,  up  to  this  time  the  suits 
instituted  against  Mr.  Baldwin  have  not  terminated  in  the 
respective  courts,  seeing  that  it  has  constantly  done  every 
tiling  in  its  power,  which  was  to  write  to  tho  authorities 
urging  them  to  administer  prompt  and  ample  justice,  by 
placing  in  their  true  light  the  acts  of  which  ho  complained, 
and  punishing  those  who  might  prove  culpable*  This  is 
all  the  intervention  which  the  supreme  Executive  power 
I  has  in  subjects  of  this  nature;  and  the  independence  which 
has  been  placed  between  it  and  the  Judiciary,  would  draw 
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upon  the  Executive  a  heavy  responsibility,  if  it  should  pro- 
ceed in  any  other  manner  to  administer  the  laws  by  itaelf. 
In  the  legation  now  under  the  charge  of  the  honorable  P. 
Elba,  there  are  many  communications  which  prove  that  the 
Government  of  the  undersigned  has  fulfilled  iu  duties  to- 
wards Mr.  Baldwin,  as  the  repeated  orders  which  were 
given  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  now  department  of  Vera 
Crux,  will  show  that  it  has  never  disregarded  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  it  of  giving  due  protection  to  all  inhabitants 
of  the  republic,  without,  however,  trespasaiug  beyond  the 
limits  which  the  laws  designate.  . 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  before 
leaving  this  point,  thn^hc  conduct  of  said  Baldwin  basnot 
been  so  circumspect  Wd  regular  as  is  stated  in  his  mani- 
ac* there  have  been  instituted  against  him  six 
il  causes  in  the  court  of  Acayucan ;  and  there  are 
complaints  against  hia  proceeding*,  according  to  in- 
formation lodged  by  the  commissioner  of  Guazacualco, 
which  will  be  duly  made  known  to  the  legation  of  (be  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  hence  it  is,  although  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government  might  have  had  power  to  interpose  more  di- 
rectly in  these  subjects,  carried  awsy  by  a  desire  to  relieve 
the  party  interested  from  his  sufferings,  the  course  which 
the  respective  tribunals  took  would  have  prevented  it  from 
doing  so ;  and  resting  upon  these  principle*,  the  department 
repelled  the  idea  advanced  by  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  In  his 
note  of  the  6th  of  September,  1833,  relative  to  the  case  of 
Mr  Baldwin,  that  it  would  be  treated  as  a  national  question 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico;  because  tbe  case 
of  an  individual  could  not  assume  such  a  character,  when 
it  essentially  belonged  to  the  judiciary,  and  the  Government 
bad  done  all  within  its  power  and  authority — much  less 
when  there  were  data  so  little  favorable  to  the  complainant. 
The  light,  then,  in  which  the  affair  in  question  ought  to  be 
viewed,  is,  whether  tbe  Supreme  Government  has  granted 
to  him,  or  not,  due  comfort  and  protection ;  and  it  being 
demonstrated,  as  well  by  this  clear  exposition  as  by  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  it 
haa  been  the  first,  the  Government  stands  sbsolved  from  all 
claim  that  can  be  brought  against  it  But  to  give  a  new 
proof  of  tbe  desire  which*  has  always  animated  it  to  bring 
about  a  prompt  and  happy  termination  of  this  subject  for 
Mr.  Baldwin,  it  \ins  addressed  fin  energetic  representation 
to  the  proper  authority,  to  the  end  that  if  there  should  be 
yet  any  cnuae  pending,  justice  may  be  awarded  to  him  with 
due  promptitude  and  impartiality. 

The  documents  existing  in  the  department  under  the 
charge  of  the  undersigned,  are  not  sufficient  to  form  a  dis- 
tinct idea  of  the  case  relative  to  the  occupation  of  the  Amer- 
ican brig  Topax  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  to  convey  troops 
from  Mats  moras  to  Galveston ;  and  the  same  have  been 
therefore  applied  for  at  the  Department  of  War,  where  they 
ought  to  be  t  but  from  those  which  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  undersigned,  he  adduces  that  said  brig  was  freighted  by 
the  commandant  of  Anaiiuac  to  convey  the  troops  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  on  the  voyage,  the  mariners,  wishing  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  money  which  was  on  board,  formed  a 
plan  to  assassinate  the  Mexicans  who  manned  the  schooner, 
she  being  wrecked,  and  they  having  escaped  in  Iheliont*. 
In  fact,  after  having  thrown  Captain  Ryder  into  the  sea, 
and  secured  the  troops  in  the  hold,  they  proceeded  to  assas- 
sinate two  officers  of  this  republic,  when  one  of  them  esca- 
ping, gave  tbe  alarm ;  the  troops  broke  open  tbe  hatches, 
fell  upon  the  authors  of  tbe  mutiny,  killed  tbe  pilot,  who 
was  the  ringleader,  and  secured  the  others,  in  order  that 
thoy  might  be  tried  ;  and  although  these  attempts  ol  the  crew 
were  attributed  by  tbcm  to  the  Mexican  soldiery,  two  cap- 
tains of  other  vessels  of  the  United  States,  who  arrived 
subsequently  at  Anahuac,  and  who  believed  it  to  he  their 
duty  to  investigate  the  matter,  decided  against  the  mariners, 
i  bearing  their  contradictory  testimony.  If  these  have 
it  is  very  clear  that  no  blame  can  he 


charged  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the  death  of  tbe 
captain  and  pilot  of  the  Topaz.  But  the  undersigned  will 
carefully  examine  the  documents  which  he  has  called  for, 
in  order  to  fix  these  acts  and  thst  relative  to  tbe  detention 
of  the  schooner  in  question. 

As  regards  the  cose  of  the  schooner  Braioria,  it  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  respective  testimony  in  the  case,  that  be- 
cause of  iho  bad  condition  in  which  she  found  herself  in 
the  port  of  Vera  Crux,  in  the  year  >833,  her  sale  was  de- 
termined on ;  but  as  the  commandant  of  marine  for  that 
department  informed  the  Supreme  Government  that  he  had 
not,  nor  was  it  in  bis  power  to  give,  official  information 
whether  or  not  said  vessel  belonged  to  the  national  squad- 
ron, and  that  he  had  simply  heart!  it  said  she  was  the 
property  of  a  citixen  of  the  United  Slates,  pressed  into  the. 
service  of  the  colonists  of  Austin  to  ttansport  troops  from 
Galveston  to  Matamoras,  and  that  the  owner  had  abandoned 
her  with  protest  for  loss  and  damage,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
Minister  of  War  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  if  it  should 
l<e  effected,  as  well  as  recompense  for  the  use  which  had 
been  made  of  the  vessel,  should  be  deposited  in  the  treas- 
ury of  tbe  same  Department  of  Marine,  to  cover  tbe  loss 
and  damage  which  the  party  interested  had  sustained  ;  to 
which  end  it  was  also  recommended  that  a  summary  inves- 
tigation should  be  made  as  to  who  was  the  owner.  And 
hence  it  is,  if  be  bad  presented  his  claim  as  it  should  have 
been,  the  same  would  have  been  liquidated  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  decree  in  his  favor  by  the  Supreme 
Government—a  decree  issued  without  any  reclamation, 
cither  official  or  private,  having  been  made,  but  prompted 
solely  by  the  principle  of  justice  which  sustained  the  party 
interested.  In  virtue  whereof,  as  soon  as  tbe  document.*, 
legally  certified,  shall  lie  presented,  proving  tbe  owner  of 
said  vessel,  and  all  else  that  is  necessary,  suitable  measures 
will  be  taken  for  such  indemnification  as  may  be  just 

The  clsim  of  Mr.  Aaron  Leggctt,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  loss  in  Tabasco,  during  the  year 
183),  of  his  steamboat  called  "Hidalgo,"  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  due  examination,  and  from  this  investigation  it 
results  that,  according  to  contract,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
tnted  to  said  vessel,  it  was  his  duty 


privilege  granted  to  said  vessel,  it  was  his  duty  to 
port,  gratis,  national  troops,  whenever  required  by  the 
public  service,  notwithstanding  which,  Leggett  was  paid 
at  that  lime  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  one  real  for  freights ;  that  when  the  vessel  was 
stranded  she  was  occupied  in  the  service  of  her  proprietor, 
and  not  in  (bat  of  the  republic;  and  this  accident  resulted 
from  the  bad  condition  of  the  boat,  and  from  tbe  excessive 
cargo  on  hoard ;  that  neither  the  capital  nor  the  nu  arii 
employed  by  Leggett  could  have  effected  the  cutting  of 
enough  dye-wood  to  load  the  eight  vessels  referred  to  in 
his  writings,  since,  according  to  the  declarations  of  the 
contractors  for  cutting  this  wood,  it  was  not  to  hsve  been 
delivered  until  the  year  following  that  in  which  he  surTeieJ 
lite  damages  complained  of;  that  Leggett  having  disap- 
proved the  contract  which  was  concluded  by  his  attorney, 
he  could  not  then  reckon  upon  freight  for  said  vessel*  ; 
which  annihilation  of  the  contract  obliged  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Gallagher  to  dispose  of  their  furniture  and  stock  in 
trade,  in  order  to  pay  the  contractors  for  the  wood ;  and  as 
this  was  situated  forty  or  fifty  leagues  in  the  interior  from 
tlie  coast,  it  is  evident  that,  even  when  cut,  some  four  or 
five  months  would  be  necessary  to  bring  it  to  the  point  of 
cmbarcattoo.  Nor  could  he  have  had  a  sufficient  quantity 
to  load  the  vessels  referred  to,  inasmuch  as  it  was  impos- 
sible to  obtain  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  quintals 
of  logwood  which  he  mentions,  with  the  small  meani 
wherewith  he  was  provided.  It  is  also  evident  that  the 
value  of  Leggett'e  steamboat  could  not  be  more,  according 
to  some,  than  sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  and 
according  to  others,  from  six  to  eight,  und  from  four  to  five 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  said  individual  being  a  debtor  to 
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for  imposts  due,  he  wu  forced  to  pay 
and  a  valuation  of  his  effects  being  nude  by  skilful 
persons,  by  order  of  the  competent  authority,  their  just  es- 
timate wu  *et  down  at  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  one 
hundred  dullara. 

In  virtue  of  this  exposition,  the  supreme  J; 


paying  to  Mr. 

Leggetl  the  sums  which  he  claims  for  losses  and  damages, 
sums  exaggerated  by  chimerical  calculations,  as  is  also  seen 
by  the  same  investigation ;  and  hence  it  is  the  Government 
has  determined  that  the  party  interested  must  go  before  the 
tribunals,  whose  access  is  open  to  him,  should  he  oven  in- 
sist upon  the  matter,  which,  in  its  nature,  admits  of  much 
litigation.  These  provisions,  dictated  by  the  Minister  of 
War,  have  been  already  made  known  to  Mr.  Leggetl  by 
the  department  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  and  aa  he 
has  not  conformed  to  them,  but  has,  in  place  of  resorting 
to  the  tribunals,  as  is  the  law,  for  a  judgment,  repeated  hia 
instances  before  the  Supreme  Government,  soliciting  a  new 
resolution,  which,  if  it  can  be  admitted  by  the  attributes 
of  the  Executive,  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
commuuicale  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  as  soon  as  it  is 
known  to  him  by  the  respective  department. 
As  roon  as  the  Supreme  Government  received  informa- 
of  a  publication  made  in  New  York  by  the  captain  of 
the  brig  Industry,  Mr.  McKeige,  referring  to  what  he  had 
suffered  iu  Tabasco,  and  complaining  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  authorities  and  employees  there,  it  ordered  that  a  legal 
investigation  of  these  acts  should  be  instituted,  which, 
having  been  done,  and  it  being  proved  that  the  judge  of 
the  district  ami  the  commandant  of  the  guard  of  that  cus- 


tom-house were  guilty  of  the  heavy  charges  alleged  against 
them,  a  corresponding  suit  wai  ordered  to  be  formed,  and 
merited  chastisement  inflicted.  This  bos  been  carried 
through  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  law^and,  for  its  speedy 

to  the  end  that,  according  to  its  result,  just  measures  may 
be  adopted  to  iuderanify  Mr.  McKeige  for  the  losses  and 
injuries  which  were  occasioned  him  by  some  individuals 
who,  by  their  mercenary  and  imprudent  conduct,  have 
cotnproinited  the  honor  of  their  nation. 

This  is,  as  regards  the  imprisonment  of  Captain  Mc- 
Keige, and  the  sum  of  money  exacted  for  his  own  and  his 
vessel's  liberation,  and  for  the  detention  of  the  latter,  since, 
as  regards  the  crew  of  the  same  having  been  obliged  to  en- 
gage in  a  combat  which  occurred  between  the  Government 
troops  and  other  disaffected  persons,  it  appears  that  the 
mariners  entered  voluntarily  into  that  labor,  and  were  not 
obliged  by  force,  as  the  said  captain  of  the  brig  asserts  ; 
and  it  further  appears  that  the  grievances  which  the  cap- 
tain says  ho  suffered  in  prision  are  exaggerated,  as  well  as 
that  the  military  commandant  of  that  city  look  any  part  in 


With  respect  to  the  case  of  the  American  brig  Paragon, 
the  Department  of  War  not  having  communicated  to  that 
of  Relations  the  result  of  the  apprehension  and  trial  which 
was  ordered  against  the  captain,  officers,  and  men  of  the 
national  schooner  Tampico,  as  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States  was  duly  advised,  the  undersigned  bas  issued 
a  suitable  order,  that  he  may  be  informed  of  what  has  oc- 
curred up  to  this  time,  with  a  view  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  honorable  P.  Ellis. 

The  subject  of  the  detention  at  Campcche  of  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Ophir,  reduces  itself  to  the  following:  The  visits 
of  the  military  inspectors  and  of  health  were  made,  and  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  custom-house  guard,  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  demanded,  with  repeated  urgency,  that  he  should 
be  permitted  to  go  on  shore ;  and  this  being  granted  to  him, 
he  maliciously  attributed  the  measure  to  the  captain  of  the 
port,  auppoaing  it  had  been  done  to  prejudice  him,  when 
the  truth  is,  it  was  granted  at  hia  own  request,  and  he  car- 
ried his  impression  to  such  an  extteme  as  to 


before  a  tribunal  and  to  ask  his  punishment  for  an  act  of  pure 
condescension.  On  landing,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  pie- 
eon  ted  his  private  manifesto,  omitting  his  general  one,  wheie- 
by  he  became  immediately  responsible  to  the  law,  for  which 
fault  the  judge  of  the  district,  considering  that  the  vessel 
should  answer  for  aaid  general  manifesto,  which  ought  to 
have  been  presented  in  the  very  act  of  coming  to  anchor, 
agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law  of  the  3 1  st  of  March, 
1831,  commanded  that  she  should  be  prraerly  secured  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial  which  was  about  to  ensue,  and 
discharged  the  cargo.  For  this  purpose,  and  fearing  the 
escape  of  the  vessel,  he  removed  the  sails,  depositing  them 
in  store-houses,  and  placed  over  them  a  small  guard,  which 
was  subsequently  augmented ;  and  he  caused  the  vessel  to 
be  brought  nearer  to  tbo  city,  because  of  the  continued 
threats  of  her  escape,  of  sottiug  on  fire  the  tar  which  she 
contained  in  order  to  destroy  those  who  guarded  her,  and 
of  others  sufficiently  insolent  and  insulting.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  vessel  was  condemned  to  the  penalty  of  confiscation, 
but  the  captain  having  appealed  from  this  sentence,  and  the 
judgment  having  passed  through  all  its  legal  forms,  the  same 
was  revoked,  the  vessel  being  ordered  to  be  restored  upon 
security,  aa  was  in  fact  done,  and  the  captain  again  taking 
command  of  her;  and  when  in  virtue  of  this,  be  could 
navigate  freely,  he  put  to  sea  without  any  cargo  whatever, 
leaving  in  the  possession  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
ail  his  sea-papers :  and  this  precipitate  and  clandestine  step 
was  occasioned  by  a  dispute  about  the  interests  which  the 
captain  aforesaid  of  the  vessel  in  question  had  with  his 


It  results  from  ibis  exposition  that  the  Mexican  authori- 
ties have  not  in  any  manner  exceeded  their  powers,  since 
the  detention  of  the  vessel  bad  its  origin  in  the  want  of  her 
general  manifesto ;  but  when  that  was  remedied,  she  was 
declared  free,  and  so  relumed  to  her  captaiu.  Thus,  It 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  reclamation  in  this  case  is 
founded,  nor  is  there  any  justification,  so  far  as  the  Mexi- 
can republic  ia  concerned,  for  the  injurious  and  highly  of- 
fensive protest  against  its  officers  and  employees,  which  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  in  question  noted  before  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  in  Campeche,  actuated  by  the  grievances 
referred  to  which  he  brought  upon  himself,  and  which  were 
acts  determined  by  law.  The  Government  of  the  under- 
signed, therefore,  believes  that  that  of  the  United  States  of 
America  has  been  misinformed  as  to  these  events,  and  that, 
when  advised  of  what  has  really  occurred,  it  will  disipprotc 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Britlinghaui,  of  the  brig  Ophir,  as 
well  because  of  the  inaccurate  statements  which  he  has  trans- 


As  it  does  not  appear  that  any  reclamation  or  com] 
has  been  presented,  up  to  this  time,  to  the  National 
ernment,  upon  the  impressment  'of  the  American 


milled  to  it,  as  of  the  protest  aforesaid,  wherein,  with  as 
much  injustice  as  wantonness  and  audacity,  he  alleges  so 
many  charges  against  the  Mexican  republic ;  and  upon 
which  particular  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  have  taken  any  steps,  or  even  manifested  its 
displeasure  or  its  disposition  to  satisfy  in  any  manner  the 
just  complaint  of  a  friendly  nation  for  so  injurious  a  libel, 
notwithstanding  the  same  was  conveyed  to  it  through  tho 
medium  of  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  republic 
As  it  does  not  appear  that  any  reclamation  or 

Gov- 
brig 

Martha,  by  the  Mexican  called  the  Montezuma,  and  as  (he 
first  intimation  ol  this  subject  which  the  department  in 
chsrge  of  tho  undersigned  has  had,  is  that  communicated 
in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis  of  the  26th  September 
last,  no  reply  can  be  returned  to  it  with  due  knowledge  of 
the  facts  .  and  in  order  to  do  so,  the  proper  authorities  have 
been  called  upon  to  furnish  the  corresponding  details  and 
information,  which  the  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  your  excellency  with  all  promptness. 

In  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  Han- 
nah Elizabeth,  the  undersigned  has  recommended  to  tho 
Minister  of  War  the  most  prompt  remission  of  the  I 
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mary  of  proceeding*  upon  this  subject  which  the  command-  j  rendered  themselves  liable  by  their  own  conduct  to  proceed 


ant  general  of  New  Leon  and  Tamanlipas  was  ordered  to 
institute,  as  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  announce  to 
the  honorable  P.  Ellis  in  his  note  of  the  17th  of  July  last; 
and  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  document  he  will  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  result. 

Thin  Department  has  also  called  anew  upon  that  of  War 
for  such  facts  as  may  come  to  hand  touching  the  outrages  | 
which,  it  is  said,  war?  committed  in  Matamoras  by  a  party 
of  armed  Mexican  troops  upon  the  consul  and  others,  citi- 
of  the  United  States,  which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
Mr.  Ellis's  note,  addressed  to  the  undersigned 
on  the  9th  of  September  last ;  and  he  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  same. 

There  being  no  previous  information  in  this  Department 
relative  to  the  occurrences  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Eclipse,  of  Mobile,  ihey  have  been  requested  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Department  of  Finance,  for  the  purpose  of  answer- 
ing under  this  head  lha  note  of  Mr.  Ellis,  to  which  tho 
present  note  of  the  undersigned  refers. 

As  a  consequence  of  notice  bad  in  Matamoras  in  April 
last,  thnt  some  hostile  vessels  were  cruising  in  our  waters, 
and  destined  for  that  port,  the  commandant  general  of  those 
departments  ordered,  as  a  ineasnre  of  precaution,  that  the 
departure  of  every  vessel  from  the  bars  of  the  same  should 
be  suspended,  and  that  they  should  draw  as  near  as  pos- 
sible to  the  city,  in  order  that  they  might  be  protected  by 
the  fire  from  trie  plaza  in  case  of  aggression ;  but  this  pro- 
vision, which  lasted  only  a  very  few  days,  notwithstanding 
it  was  called  for  at  the  tune  by  the  best  interests  of  the 
national  service  and  the  safety  of  the  vessels  aforesaid,  was 
disapproved  by  his  excellency  the  President,  l>eeause  the 
provision  hud  not  been  dictated  by  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, which  alone  has  the  power  to  make  use  of  this  in- 
herent right  of  ail  nations,  instructing  said  commandant 
general  that  no  port  should  in  any  event  be  closed  without 
superior  authority,  because  of  the  evrls  which  might  beoc> 
casioned  to  commerce.  It  appears  that,  on  this  occasiou, 
no  injury  did  result — at  least  the  Supreme  Government  has 
heard  no  complaint  of  snch,  and  the  undersigned  thcre- 
'  fore  believes  that  this  would  be  considered  a  sufficient  re- 
ply to  the  reclamation  growing  out  «f  the  detention  of  the 
schooners  Jane,  Compeer,  and  other  vessels  of  the  United 
8tatc*  of  America  ;  more  particularly  if  it  be  remembered 
that  the  proceeding  in  question  was  not  confined  exclusively 
to  them,  but  to  all  vessels  then  in  Matamoras,  whatever 
might  have  been  their  destination,  including  national  ones. 

The  Government  of  the  undersigned  has  no  information 
of  the  act  to  which  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  refers,  of  the 
American  consul  in  Tabasco  having  been  required  by  an  al- 
calde of  that  city  to  authenticate,  with  his  consular  seal, 
certain  public  documents ;  and  because  of  the  same,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  matter,  a  statement  of  the 
necessary  facts  has  been  required  of  that  functionary,  the 
result  of  which  the  undersigned  will  make  known  to  the 
charge  d'affaires  of  tho  United  8tates  of  America. 

Your  excellency,  after  specifying  all  the  subjects  which 
have  been  thus  replied  to,  goes  on  to  say  that  Mexican 
armed  vessels  have  fired  upon  and  insulted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  thsl  her  consuls  have  been  mal- 
treated and  insulted  by  tho  outhoritica,  private  citizens  as- 
sassinated, arrested,  and  scourged  like  malefactors ;  their 
property  condemned  and  confiscated,  &c.  ;  but  as  these 
charges  are  made  in  terms  so  general,  the  Supremo  Gov. 
ernment  of  the  republic  desires  that  they  may  be  specified, 
before  taking  them  into  consideration.  The  Government 
would  have  token  as  much  pleasure  in  repairing  losses  and 
injuries  which  have  been  unjustly  suffered  in  Mexico  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  in  giving  satisfaction  for 
insults  inflicted  on  the  flag  of  the  same,  as  is  the  feeling  of 
regret  which  has  been  caused  by  some  reclamations,  which 
•re  either  unfounded,  because  those  who  present  thcin  have 


ings  intended  to  correct  abuses  and  arbitrary  acts;  or,  if 
ihey  were  in  truth  committed  in  the  republic,  it  has  been 
against  the  constant  desire  of  the  National  Gevernraent  that 
there  should  be  preserved  in  all  parts  those  considerations 
due  to  the  citizens  of  friendly  Powers;  against  it*  efforts 
ami  endeavors  that  there  should  exist  no  difference  between 
them  and  the  natives  of  the  country;  and,  in  fine,  against 
its  repeated  dispositions  that  before  all  tribunals  and  autho- 
rities they  should  receive  protection,  and  speedy  and  ample 
justice  be  awarded  to  them.  Because  of  this,  and  with  the 
object  of  vindicating  the  national  honor,  so  fir  as  it  can  !>♦ 
conrprornitted  by  the  acts  to  which  the  honorable  P.  Ellis 
collectively  refers,  and  of  giving  new  proof*  of  the  rectitutl«% 
probity,  and  decorum  of  those  principles  which  have  in  ail 
time  governed  the  conduct  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  ad- 
ministration, it  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to  receive  a  statement 
of  all  existing  causes  of  complaint,  promising  justice  and 
impartiality  towanls  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  will  be  convinced  of  the  exaggeration  used  by  the 
claimants  in  presenting  their  demands,  through  motive* 
which  it  is  needless  to  mention — endeavoring  thereby  to 
reap  advantages  which  they  could  never  otherwise  obtain, 
and  to  escape  punishment  for  misdemeanors  which  they 
commit  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
prosecute  their  speculations,  nhhough  it  may  l>e  at  the  ex- 
pense of  compromitiug  the  friendly  relations  and  good  har- 
mony between  this  and  the  nation  to  which  they  belong. 

But  although  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  may 
be  thus  willing  to  admit  tho  jupt  demands  which  may  be 
presented,  and  ready  to  repair  the  injuries  which  have 
been  occasioned  in  this  repubjie  to  the  |«artie*  interested  in 
them,  it  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  crimination  made  in 
the  noto  of  the  Hon.  P.  Ellis,  to  which  the  undersigned  is 
now  replying,  when  it  is  constituted  the  author  of  illegal, 
arbitrary,  and  violent  ar/» — acts  in  which,  if  they  have 
been  committed,  the  Government  has  had  no  part  whatever, 
inasmuch  as  Ihey  owe  their  origin"  to  authorities  and  private 
individuals,  and  those  which  huvc  come  to  its  notice  have 
met  with  their  merited  displeasure  and  reprehension.  Not 
one  single  act  can  be  adduced  in  which  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment has  manifested,  even  remotely,  a  disposition  the 
least  unfavorable  to  the  preservation  and  extension  of 
friendly  political  relations  with  foreign  Powers;  and  on  this 
account  believes  that  it  has  not  deserved  these  reproaches, 
nor  that  there  should  have  been  practised  towards  it  a  feel- 
ing of  indulgence  on  the  part  of  any  of  them,  such  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Litis  ascribes  to  the  President  of  the  United 
8tates;  a  feeling  which,  in  such  cases,  is  degrading  to  the 
party  in  whose  favor  it  is  exercised.  Even  supposing  that 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  against  the 
Mexican  republic  had  acquired  ell  that  degree  of  certainty 
and  justice  necessary  to  deduce  the  obligation  of  the  same 
to  accord  to  thctn  due  satisfaction,  if  the  Government  ha* 
not  denied  such  satisfaction,  it  does  not  merit  the  ajipiiea- 
lion  of  this  spirit  of  indulgence  or  toleration  :  how  much 
less,  then,  d«»ee  it  deserve  the  exercise  of  that  spirit,  when 
all  such  proofs  are  wanting  in  the  reclamations  in  question, 
and  when  it  haa  not  resisted  the  adjustment  of  them ? 
Hence  it  is  that  the  Government  of  the  undersigned  hss 
seen  with  surprise  and  regret  these  phrases  and  others  in 
the  note  of  the  honorable  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States,  and,  prompted  by  its  own  dignity,  by  its  decorum, 
and  by  the  national  honor,  it  commands  the  undersigned 
to  convey  these  sentiments  to  your  excellency,  and  to  stale 
to  you  that  the  Government  is  now  disposed,  as  it  ever  has 
been,  to  fulfil  its  obligations  as  prescribed  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  special  treaties  which  have  been  concluded 
by  the  republic,  and  as  it  has,  in  fact,  fulfilled  them  in  as 
many  cases  as  have  been  presented.  It  will  listen  with 
pleasure  to  the  reclamations  which  may  be  presented  found- 
ed in  justice,  as  those  no  doubt  will  be,  to  which  the  hon- 
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orabte  P.  Ellis  alludes,  since  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*  will  have  diverted  them  of  the  exaggerations  and 
falsities  with  which  the  partiee  interested  are  accustomed 
to  surround  tbem,  and  from  the  gratuitous  charges  of  vio- 
lence and  arbitrariness  which  they  attribute  to  the  authori- 
ties and  officers  who,  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  tako 
care  that  the  laws  of  their  country  are  enforced  with  the 
most  rigid  and  exact  applicolion. 

The  undersigned  -cannot  conclude  this  communication 
without  making,  although  with  reluctance,  the  observation 
that  the  very  frequent  complaints  and  demands  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  could  he  much  bettor 
alleged  against  them  for  the  irregular  conduct  which,  in 
many  cases,  they  have  practised  in  the  prosecution  of  com- 
merce. Tho  contraband  which  they  have  been  engaged 
in,  especially  in  Texas,  is  notorious ;  and  often  protesting 
an  ignorance  which  they  could  not  have  of  the  laws  of 
finance,  they  have  omitted  the  requisites,  or  documents  ex- 
acted by  these,  thereby  giving  rise  to  the  confiscation  of 
their  cargoes  or  vessels,  to  the  imposition  of  fines  and  other 
penalties,  against  which  they  declaim  without  reason,  be- 
muse they  are  founded  in  justice,  paying  no  attention  to 
the  troth  that  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  the  lows,  usages, 
and  statutes  of  the  country  wherein  they  carry  on  their 
mercantile  speculations— a  measure  natural  in  itself,  and 
expressly  provided  for  in  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  of  am- 
ity, commerce,  and  navigation. 

It  is  not  intended  by  this  that  the  Government  of  the 
undersigned  confounds  in  these  inequalities  all  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates ;  it  knows  and  is  certain  that  there  are 
many  to  whom  no  reproach  whatever  can  attach,  since  they 
have  demeaned  themselves  with  every  delicacy,  honor,  and 
circumspection,  in  all  employments  In  which  they  have 
devoted  themselves ;  nor  much  less  must  it  be  supposed 
that  the  Mciican  Government  throws  out  these  ideas  to 
form  matter  of  reclamation .  against  the  Government  of 
Washington,  for  it  well  knows  that,  from  the  conduct  ob- 
served by  the  citizens  of  that  nation,  no  responsibility  can 
result  to  it,  both  because  it  cannot  control  the  same, 
and  because  it  has  in  no  manner  approved  such  con- 
duct. Thf  ic  until©  considerations  should  operate  towntds 
that  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as  regards  the  misdemean- 
ors which  have  been  committed  by  citizens  of  that  coun- 
try ;  circumstances  which  ought  not  to  be  viewed  by  either 
the  one  or  the  other  Government  as  indicating  a  disin- 
clination to  cultivate  and  extend  their  relations,  nor  as 
•  neglect  or  an  omission  to  imjiart  to  them  that  protection 
which  they  are  bound  to  afford  by  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  treaties  which  they  have  concluded.  In  proof  of  this 
conviction  of  the  Supreme  Government,  tbc  undersigned 
will  remark,  in  panting,  that  not  even  the  recent  event 
touching  the  Mexican  schooner  Correo,  was  thought  to 
have  coropromitted  that  of  the  United  States ;  its  reclama- 
tions were  directed  with  a  view  of  putting  a  slop  to  the 
scandalous  proceedings  of  the  authorities  of  New  Orleans', 
towards  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  a  friendly  nation,  and 
Mr.  Ellis  well  knows  that,  on  the  other  hand,  bis  Gov- 
ernment abstained  from  all  intervention  in  a  most  direct, 
clear,  and  undeniable  insult,  inflicted  on  tho  Mexican  flag, 
because  the  subject  was  pending  before  the  judicial  power 
of  that  country.  The  undersigned  protests  that  these  ap- 
plications are  not  adduced  for  the  purpose  of  warding  off 
satisfaction  for  the  just  reclamations  which  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  may  have  against  tbisr  far  from  it; 
he  has  said,  and  he  repeats  that  the  latter  is  ready  to 
prove  as  much,  and  he  has  sought  only  to  show  that  in 
these  it  has  had  no  part;  that  in  those  which  have  occur- 
red it  has  fulfilled  its  duties ;  and  that,  if  it  has  not  been 
more  obsequious  to  the  complaining,  it  was  because  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  country  have  too  well  defined  iu 
powers,  and  hence  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  unjust  to  blame 
the  Government  because  these  powers  have  not  been  ex- 


tended so  far  as  might  be  desired,  in  order  to  render  more 
effective  the  protection  which  it  owes  to  the  citizens  of 
friendly  nations ;  but  if  these  citizens  do  come  into  the  re- 
public, knowing  its  laws,  and  knowing  also  that  they  are 
to  be  subject  to  them  during  their  residence  in  the  country, 
both  in  their  professions  and  speculations,  it  is  so  much  the 
more  unjust  that  the  Government  should  be  condemned  for 
not  being  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  any  other  manner  than 
that  specified  in  these  same  laws. 

The  undersigned  has  now  replied  to  the  note  of  tho  hon- 
orable P.  Ellis,  with  such  observations  as  be  believed  ap- 
propriate, and  to  all  the  points  embraced  in  it,  although 
important  data  upon  some  of  tbem  are  wanting,  yielding, 
as  has  been  before  wild,  to  the  urgency  of  his  excellency, 
that  he  might  receive  a  prompt  reply.  This  urgency  would 
have  had  nothing  strange  in  it,  if  it  bad  not  been  accom- 
panied by  an  intimation  thnt  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  would 
retire  from  his  public  functions  in  case  of  not  receiving  a 
response  as  early  as  was  desired.  This  was  the  more  un- 
expected to  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim,  inas- 
much as  he  did  not  deem  a  delay  in  the  reply  depending 
solely  upon  causes  which  tho  undersigned  had  already 
made  known,  a  sufficient  justification  for  such  a  step ;  and 
when  he  knew,  on  the  other  hand,  that  even  the  cabinet  at 
Washington  bad  not  given  any  reply  to  the  Mexican  min- 
ister in  those  States  up  to  the  4th  of  October,  to  notes 
which  he  addressed  to  it  in  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  and  upon  subjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  two  nations :  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  the 
undersigned  has  complied  with  his  duty,  so  far  as  it  hss 
been  possible.  He  again  offers  to  transmit  to  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Ellis  the  result  of  tho  information  and  document* 
which  he  has  called  for,  as  mentioned  in  their  respective 
places;  and  he  avails  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  opportuni- 
ty to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurances  of  bis  very  dis- 
tinguished consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0iNA*TERIO. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monastirio.  ' 

Ligation  or  the  Uxitxp  States  or  Axr.mu, 

Mexico,  December  7,  1836. 
To  his  Excellency  Jose  Maki*  Obti*  MoitAttrkaio, 
Acting  Minuter  of  Foreign  Affair*. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  15ih  ultimo,  iu  answer  to  his 
of  the  26lh  of  September  last  past,  in  which  your  excellen- 
cy stales  that  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  preliminary  basis 
in  reference  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
between  the  United  State*  of  America  aad  the  Mc 
public,  before  a  final  answer  can  be  given  to  the  var 
reclamations  preferred  against  this  Government,  That 
article  provides  that  "both  the  contracting  parties  promise 
and  engage  to  give  their  special  protection  to  the  (lemons 
and  property  of  the  citizena  of  each  other,  of  all  occur*  • 
lions,  who  may  be  in  their  territories,  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  one  or  the  other,  transient,  or  dwelling  therein, 
leaving  open  and  free  to  them  the  tribunals  of  justice,  for 
their  judicial  recourse,  on  the  same  terms  which  are  usual 
and  customary  with  the  nations  or  citizens  of  the  country  in 
which  they  may  be  ;  for  which  they  may  employ,  in  defence 
of  their  rights,  such  advocates,  solicitors,  notaries,  agents, 
and  factors,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  in  all  their  trials  at 
law  ;  and  the  citizens  of  cither  party,  or  their  agents,  shall 
enjoy  in  every  respect,  the  aame  rights  and  privilege*, 
either  in  prosecuting  or  defending  their  rights  of  person  or 
of  property,  as  the  citizens  of  the  country  where  the  cause 
may  be  tried." 

That  part  of  the  treaty  above  quoted,  it  is  alleged,  pro- 
vides for  the  redress  of  most  of  the  complaints  of 
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of  the  United  States  against  this  Government  in  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country,  where  alone  they  are  pronei- 
ly  cognizable,  and  which  cannot  now  be  made  the  subject 

Governments. 

It  would  aaem,  from  the  terms  nnd  spirit  of  the  compact 
itself,  that  the  acknowledgment  of  this  right  in  the  treaty, 
placing  citizens  of  each  nation  on  the  same  footing  with 
natives  in  their  courts  of  justice,  was  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent the  delays  incident  (o  an  appeal  to  the  Government 
of  the  injured  party ;  but  its  ad  minion,  although  under 
such  high  authority,  cannot  be  considered  as  amounting  to 
the  extinction  of  all  other  modes  of  redress  before  existing 
in  relation  to  the  twine  subject.  If  such  had  been  the  in- 
tention of  the  contracting  parties,  they  would  have  so  ex- 
piojged  themselves;  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  limitation 
of  the  kind,  a  fair  and  just  construction  of  the  treaty  will 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  intention  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments at  the  time  of  its  execution.  The  first  clause  of  the 
conventional  law  in  question  expressly  guaranties  special 
protection  to  the  persons  and  projwrty  of  the  citizens  of 
each  other;  with  what  reason,  then,  can  it  be  said  that 
the  courts  of  the  party  from  whom  reparation  is  demanded, 
and  which  may  refuso  Id  award  justice,  shall  bo  the  exclu- 
sive judges  of  the  iniury  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  the 
other  !  It  is  the  peculiar  a' tribute  of  sovereign  power  to 
ask  for  redress  from  an  offending  nation,  when  there  may 
be  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  to  pursue  such  measures 
as  the  law  of  nations  may  allow  in  the  vindication  of  its 
rights.  If  the  language  of  that  article  confines  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  seek  protection  in  the  judicial  tribu- 
nal* of  the  country,  in  certain  case*,  it  would  follow  aa  a 
necessary  consequence  that  their  decisions  would  be  final  ; 
the  complainant  could  not  look  for  redress  beyond  the  er- 
mine of  the  bench.  He  would  have  to  submit  to  its  jugd- 
rnents,  however  erroneous  and  unju«t  they  might  be  ;  and, 
in  that  event,  the  courta  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
men l  would  become  the  sole  arbiter  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments on  all  questions  arising  out  of  the  infraction  of 
treaty  stipulations,  in  which  the  United  Su  es  might  feci 
it  to  Ins  her  duty  to  protect  the  commercial  interests  of  her 
citizens.  Such  a  doctrine,  the  undersigned  is  well  per- 
suaded, cannot  be  sustained  either  upon  principle  or  prece- 
dent. It  will  be  recollected  that  many  of  the  claima  now 
urged  for  adjustment  srise  out  of  the  illegal  seizure  and 
condemnation  of  vessels  and  cargoes  by  the  same  tribunals 
to  which  your  excellency  is  ideseed  to  say  we  can  alone 
resort  for  indemnification.  To  call  upon  the  judges  of 
these  courts,  under  such  circumstances,  to  reverse  their 
judgments,  and  to  declare  to  the  world  the  errors  in  the 
rendition  of  their  previous  decrees,  would  be  s  useless  waste 
of  time ;  and  if,  as  it  appears,  such  a  course  is  to  be  insist- 
ed on,  it  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  rejec- 
tion of  Iheee  claims  by  the  Mexican  Government.  V\  hen 
a  vessel  is  illegally  seized  by  the  officers  of  a  Government, 
the  iujury  is  twofold :  first,  in  relation  to  the  individual 
injury  sustained  by  all  interested  in  the  vessel  and  cargo ; 
and,  secondly,  in  relation  to  the  right  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  injured  party  has  to  make  such  seizure  the 
subject  of  diplomatic  inquiry  and  reclamation,  if  it  shall  bo 
found  that  the  proceedings  had  in  the  case  are  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  well-cstsblisbed  principles  of  internation- 
al law.  If  this  be  true,  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  Mex- 
ico cannot  be  held  as  final,  inasmuch  as  the  United  States 
would  thereby  be  precluded  from  the  exercise  of  an  un- 
questioned right  of  sovereignty  to  make  investigation  into 
all  cases  where  complaints  are  made,  lo  the  end  that  she 
may  extend  her  protection  to  those  entitled  to  receive  it. 
It  is  not  contended  that  the  Government  of  the  undersign - 
ed  chims  the  right  lo  reverse  the  judgments  of  the  courts 
of  the  Mexican  republic ;  but  if  the  property  of  her  citizens 

1  in  violation  of  the  law  and 


observed  among  all  nations  in  their  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  each  other,  it  is  her  province,  as  it  ie  bee- 
duty,  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  acknowl- 
edged rights.  What  has  l*?cn  the  practice  of  other  na- 
tions under  similar  circumstances  ?  Many  of  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  have  acknowledged  the  reclamations  of 
the  United  States  against  them,  without  urging  the  pre- 
tension (now  advanced  by  Mexico,  under  the  14th  article) 
of  the  treaty  before  cited)  to  avoid  a  just  responsibility  for 
spoliations  committed  by  them  on  the  commerce  of  a  friend- 
ly and  neutral  Power.  It  ia  believed,  in  all  the  instances 
alluded  to,  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  enjoyed  the  same 
privileges  that  those  now  resident  in  Mexico  do,  under 
treaty  stipulations.  Notwithstanding  which,  when  they 
asked,  through  their  Government,  reparation  for  the 
wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  those  1'owera,  they  were  at 
no  time  referred  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  as 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  redress,  although  in  many  of 
the  seizures  then  made,  there  was  no  finsl  condemnation 
pawed  ;  yet  all  such  esses  formed  the  suhject  of  reclama- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  were  ultimately 
acknowledged  as  just.  These  impressions,  which  haxe 
been  made  upon  the  mind  of  the  undei signed  by  a  review 
of  the  question  under  consideration,  have  led  him  lo  tho 
conclusion  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  Monasteiio,  which  limit*  citizens  of  the  United 
having  certain  claims  against  this  Government,  to  a 
to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  Mexico  for  indemity,  i 
indefensible. 

In  the  case  of  John  Baldwin,  your  excellency  remarks 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  grievances  borne  by  him, 
and  however  arbitrary  the  acta  of  the  Mexican  authorities, 
i  he  party  interested  ought  to  have  sought  reparation  for 
them,  and  punishment  of  bis  aggrewuons.jbelore  the  proper 
tribunals ;  that  the  conduct  of  said  Baldwin  has  not  been 
so  circumspect  and  regular  as  ho  has  represented,  inas- 
much as  there  have  been  instituted  against  him  six  crimi- 


nal prosecutions  in  the  court  of  Acayucan.    As  to  the 
prosecutions  alluded  to,  upon  an  examination  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  court  where  they  were  instituted,  it  appears 
that,  in  the  year  1833,  a  criminal  process  was  served  on 
John  Baldwin,  as  a  smuggler  of  cochineal,  by  the  collector 
of  rents  at  Petapa.    The  judge  before  whom  the  action  was 
brought,  ordered  his  personal  effects  to  he,  in  consequence, 
confiscated  ;  but  that  functionary  being  declared  incomj>eteiu 
to  decide  in  the  matter,  it  wax  removed  to  a  legally  constitu- 
ted tribunal,  where  it  was  proven  that  Baldwin  bad  fairly 
acquired  the  cochineal  in  question,  and  travelled  with  it  in 
the  most  open  and  public  manner.    The  accuser  himself 
testified  that  be  had  seen  Baldwin  collecting  cochine« I, 
that  his  only  ground  of  suspicion  was  the  fsct  uf  hsving 
been  informed  that  he  had  left  Petapa,  and  taken  the  di- 
rection lo  Mai  peso ;  and  that  he  himself  did  not  know  ihsl 
Baldwin  had  ever  conveyed  cochineal  to  MsJpaao,  with  or 
without  cue  loin-bouse  passes;  nor  eras  the  circumstance  of 
Ilia  alleged  illegal  trade  established  by  any  witness.  The 
counsellor  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  absolved  the 
party  accused  from  the  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
ordered  a  restitution  of  the  embargoed  e Sects.    The  judgs 
of  Tehuantepec  confirmed  this  opinion  of  the  counsellor, 
snd  ordered  the  junta-central  of  that  place  to  reimburse  (he 
sufferer.    A  small  portion  of  the  effects  only  were  re- 
turned.   Availing  himself  of  the  law,  which  makes  every 
individual  member  of  such  bodies  responsible  in  sucb< 
Baldwin  brought  a  demand  for  tbe  balance  of  bis  i 
against  Juan  Joee  Salinas,  the  only  one  of  the  junta  who 
was  able  to  pay;  but  tbe  influence  aud  power  of  this  per- 
son were  so  great  us  to  prevent  the  judge  from  executing 
his  sentence,  and  even  lo  jeopardize  the  life  of  Baldwin, 
who,  from  considerations  of  personal  safety,  had  to  aban- 
don the  prosecution  of  his  claim,  and  leave  the  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  result  nf  the 
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and  the  cruel  and  "  scandalous  proceedings"  of  the 
authorities  at  Guazacualco  exercised  towards  this  unfortu- 
nate individual  and  his  family,  (for  the  life  of  his  wife  wa< 
a  I  tempted  by  one  of  the  sol-Hern  snapping  a  pistol  at  her 
breast,  while  in  the  punroit  of  Baldwin,  In  his  own  house,) 
and  his  acquittal  from  the  false  charges  preferred  against 
him,  and  the  manifest  inability  of  the  civil  authority  to 
protect  him,  ho  is  now,  aAer  ft  lapse  of  five  years,  to  be 
turned  over  to  these  identical  authorities,  who  have  been 
the  rau'o  of  ull  his  suiTeriug*,  to  redress  Ins  wrongs— al- 
though it  is  confessedly  true  that  this  Government  is  bound 
to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  all  American  citi- 
zens in  the  United  Mexican  States!  Tbe  inability  or  fail- 
ure of  the  judiciary  to  protect  Baldwin,  he  having,  in  the 
first  instance,  sought  satisfaction  before  that  forum,  cannot 
absolve  this  Govornmeut  from  its  obligation  to  fulfil  its 
duties  in  regard  to  a  citixen  of  the  United  Stales  resident 
in  the  country  ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  his  indis- 
he  is  liable  to  the  pcnalt.es  of  the  law  for  his  im- 


proper acts;  but  they  will  not  excuse,  much 
his  persecutions  at  Minalillan  and  elsewhere. 

In  the  case  of  the  schooner  Brazoria,  the  undersigned 
is  happy  to  see  a  recognition  of  ila  justice.  He  would, 
bowe\er,  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  valuation  of  the  vessel, 
at  the  time  of  ber  impressment  into  the  service  of  the 
colonials  of  Austin,  must  be  considered  the  standard  of  in- 
demnity, and  not  the  product  of  her  actual  sale,  under  an 
order  of  the  Mexican  Government,  after  she  had  been  se- 
ll, in  time  of 


In  reference  to  tbe  claim  of  Aaron  Leggett,  your 
lency  states  that,  after  an  examination  of  the  case,  it  ap- 
pears that,  according  to  contract,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
privilege  grunted  to  the  steamboat  of  complainant,  it  was 
his  duty  to  transport,  gratis,  national  troops  whenever  re- 
quired by  the  public  service.  From  tbe  third  article  of 
tbe  decree  of  the  Congress  of  Tabasco,  bearing  date  the 
18th  of  November,  1831,  it  will  be  seen  that  William  H. 
Brown,  "or  those  who  exercise  his  rights  and  interests, 
(Leggett  claims  under  Brown,)  are^ under  obligation  to 
take  on  board  such  boats,  troops,  and  correspondence  of 
the  nation  to  any  navigable  point  of  the  8tate  whatever, 
without  any  compensation :  provided  such  troops  are  ready 
to  march  from  the  places  whence  any  boat  of  those  men- 
tioned is  to  start,  and  it  be  on  tbe  same  day  of  her  start- 
ing." So  soon  as  the  grantee  of  lbs  steamboat  privilege 
in  question  fulfilled  the  precedent  conditions  required  by 
the  decree  of  Congress,  his  rights  to  the  benefit  of  tbe  law 
became  vested,  and  no  subsequent  act  of  the  Slate  of  Ta- 
basco, or  of  tbe  Federal  Government,  could  deprive  him 
of  them  without  incurring  the  just  responsibility  of  re- 
muneration. The  forcible  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
Hidalgo,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1833,  by  order  of  the  com- 
mandant general  of  Tabasco,  and  her  employment  in  the 
public  service  until  sometime  in  August  thereafter,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  her  owner,  were  not  warranted  either 
by  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  law  conceding  to  Mr. 
Leggett  the  exclusive  privilege  to  introduce  and  navigate 
all  kinds  of  steamboats  in  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  and  takes, 
belonging  to  the  territory  of  the  State,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years. 

He  was  only  bound,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  to  con- 
vey boats,  troops,  and  correspondence  to  any  navigable 
point  within  the  State;  provided,  however,  that  the  troops 
were  ready  to  march  on  the  day  appointed  for  tbe  sailing 
of  the  boat.  This  agreement  to  perform  a  particular  ser- 
vice under  limited  restrictions,  certoinly  gave  no  authority 
to  take  possession  of  the  Hidalgo,  and  appropriate  her  ex- 
clusively to  the  use  of  the  State.  These  proceedings  have 
been  injurious  to  Mr.  Leggett;  he  had,  under  charter 
parties,  contracted  to  load  six  or  eight  vessels  with  log- 
wood at  San  Juan  Baulista,  in  the  months  of  June  and 


Jury,  In  the  year  1833;  but  was  wholly  unable  to  do  so, 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  steamboat  HiJalgo, 
the  schooner  Consolation,  and  ths  brig  John,  then  en- 
gaged in  freighting  dye-woods  from  the  interior  to  load 
said  vessels.  The  supposed  limited  means  of  Leggett  to 
accomplish  this  object,  and  to  fulfil  his  contracts  with 
others,  though  in  the  possession  of  his  vessels,  can  in  no- 
wise justify  the  illegal  acts  of  their  seizure,  whereby  he 
was  prevented  from  meeting  all  his  engagements.  The 
facilities  afforded  by  the  power  of  steam  navigation,  it  can- 
not be  doubted,  would  have  enabled  him  to  load  and  de- 
s patch  all  the  vessels  referred  to  in  his  memorial,  had  not 
the  intervention  of  the  superior  power  of  the  Government 
prevented  it.  This  fact,  it  is  believed,  is  clearly  establish- 
ed by  the  statements  of  William  A.  Brown,  Jose  Leon- 
ardo and  Francisco  Abieu,  and  Cesario  and  Francisco 
Dominguez,  all  of  whom  state  that  the  contracts  for  log- 
wood entered  into  by  Brown  and  Cohagan,  on  account  of 
Leggett,  called  for  the  cuttings  of  1831;  and  that  there 
was  a  large  quantity,  some  sny  fifty  thousand  (|uint:i|«,  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  Usumacinta  and  8t.  Peter' a,  ready 
for  delivery  in  June  and  July,  18S2.  Hence,  it  is  evident 
he  could  have  complied  with  his  contracts  to  the  woodcut- 
ters, and  the  injury  arising  from  the  failure  lo  do  so  prop- 
erly attached  to  those  who  prevented  it,  and  they  are,  up- 
on every  principle  of  justice  and  equity,  responsible  for 
the  same.  From  the^c  statement*,  resulting  from  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  the  possession  of  thin  legation,  it  ap- 
pears  your  excellency  has  misapprehended  the  tiue  state 
of  this  claim,  and  the  ground  upon  which  reclamation  is 
usked  in  favor  of  the  memorialist.  4*he  justice  of  it  is 
manifest,  and  the  corresponding  obligation  of  tbe  Mexi- 
can Government  to  liquidate  the  same  arises  out  of  treaty 
stipulations,  which  never  will  be  disregarded  by  a  wise 
just  nation.  It  was  so  admitted  by  his  excellency 
rral  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  soon  after  his 


elevation  to  the  executive  chair  of  the  republic,  who  con- 
veyed to  the  predecessor  of  the  undersigned  the  expres- 
sion of  his  regret  that  the  condition  of  tbe  public  treasury 
was  such  as  not  to  enable  him  to  order  the  immediate  re- 
imbursement of  the  losses  sustained  by  Mr.  Leggett,  ss 
set  forth  in  his  memorial. 

In  the  case  of  the  brig  Ophir,  documents  in  this  office 
satisfactorily  prove  that  Captain  Britiingham  was  provided 
with  his  general  manifestoes ;  that  it  wss  the  mult  of  the  of- 
ficer who  boarded  tbe  vessel  on  ber  arrival  they  were  not 

;  and  that  they  were  produced 
ras  made  acquainted 
with  their  importance,  and  the  necessity  of  their  produc- 
tion, in  order  to  save  his  vessel  from  condemnation.  Tho 
very  fact  of  tbe  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  (before  which 
the  cause  was  first  brought)  having  been  reversed,  is  suf- 
ficient proof  of  its  injustice,  and  leaves  clear  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  Government  to  indemnify  the  owners  for  the 
loss  of  time  and  pro|>erty  occasioned  by  its  agents,  who  ar- 
raigned an  innocent  person  upon  charges  which  they  were 
una  Me  to  eatablisb. 

Aa  regards  tbe  "injurious  and  highly  offensive  protest" 
of  Captain  Britioghatn  against  the  officers  and  employees 
of  ibis  Government,  your  excellency  having  been  pleased 
to  bring  the  subject  directly  to  the  notice  of  the  cabinet  at 
Washington,  the  undersigned  will  have  its  arrangement  to 
that  authority. 

The  detention  of  certain  American  vessels  at  Matamoras 
in  the  month  of  April  la*t,  was  in  vioUtion  of  tbe  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  two  nations. 
But  even  in  the  absence  of  such  a  guaranty,  the  admission 
of  your  excellency  that  the  port  was  closed  by  incompetent 
authority,  is  a  aatiafactory  ground,  upon  general  principles 
of  maritime  law,  on  which  tbe  reclamation  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  owners  can  be  maintained ;  and  that  they  ex- 
pect damages  in  the  several  cases  of  the  brigs  Jane  and 
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Henry,  the  schooners  Compeer  and  Nile,  and  the  aloop 
Supply.  The  undersigned  wiil  suggest  that  he  cannot  ad- 
mit the  impression*  of  this  Government  aa  to  whetlier  or 
not  the  detontion  of  mid  veaaels  was  productive  of  injury, 
aa  the  rule  hy  which  the  question  ia  to  be  decided ;  and  that 
the  fact  of  the  embargo  in  question  having  extended  to 
other  vessels  than  those  of  the  United  States,  does  not  le- 
galize alic  act  without  admitting  the  corresponding  indem- 
nification due  under  such  circumstances. 

A  condensed  summary  of  the  wrong*  inflicted  upon  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  in  the  note  of  the  undersigned 
of  the  26th  of  September  last,  to  which  your  excellency 
seems  to  think  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  answer,  with- 
out further  specification,  is  nothing  more  than  the  imbodied 
substance  of  the  cases  previously  referred,  to  in  that  note — 
scarcely  one  of  which  has  been  satisfactorily  answered  hy 
the  Supreme  Mexican  Government. 

Your  excellency  has  taken  occasion  to  state  that  the 
Mexican  Government  "cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  crimi- 
nation which  ia  made  in  the  note  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis." 
wherein  it  is  constituted  "the  author  of  illegal,  arbitrary, 
and  violent  acts."  The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  should  have  permitted  himself  to  foil  into  this  (no 
doubt  unintentional)  error.  By  a  reference  tn  that  note, 
it  will  he  seen  that  there  is  no  auch  charge  advanced  against 
the  Mexican  Government ;  but  it  has  been  most  ui 
cally  made  against  its  officers ;  and  th« 
omission  of  the  constituted  authorities  here  to  check  their 
agressions  on  the  rights  of  a  neutral  nation,  have  led  to  re- 
clamation on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  characterizing 
the  acts  of  the  offenders  in  term*  suited  to  the  nature  of 
their  delinquency.  This  ia  all  that  has  been  said ;  nor  is  ho 
aware  of  its  injustice,  since  it  has  not  been  shown  that  the 
alleged  charge  of  the  firing  into  the  Paragon  ami  Hannah 
Elizabeth,  by  officers  bearing  the  commission  of  this  Govern- 
ment, were  not  acts  of  violence  inconsistent  with  the 
friendly  relatione  existing  between  the  two  countries.  These 
have  been  represented  as  such  long  since— the  first  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1884,  and  the  other  on  the  8Qih  of  May  la»t ; 
and  the  reason  assigned  for  the  protracted  delay  in  rendering 
a  just  response  to  the  statements  made  touching  tbete  out- 
ragea  is,  that  the  appropriate  department  has  not  furnished 
documents  for  that  purpose.  Other  ca*e», 
ted  and  injurious  to  the  honor  and  inter- 
of  the  United  Slates,  have  not  been  noticed.  Still  it 
ia  urged,  44  not  one  single  act  can  be  adduced  in  which  the 
Supreme  Mexican  Government  has  manifested,  even  re- 
motely, a  disposition  in  the  least  unfavorable  to  the  preecr- 
extension  of  friendly  political  relations  with  for- 
i !"  It  is  not  the  wish  or  design  of  the  Gov. 
eminent  of  the  United  States  to  cast  reproaches  upon  that 
of  Mexico ;  nor  can  it,  consistently  with  the  uniform  policy 
heretofore  observed  towards  this  country,  admit  the  correct- 
ness of  those  imputed  to  it  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
J  ranee  given  that  Mexico  is  disposed,  as  she  ever  has 
to  fulril  her  obligations,  as  prescribed  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  special  treaties,  is  received  with  that  respect 
due  to  the  high  source  from  whence  it  emanates.  But  it 
may  be  with  ilefcrence  arked,  if  all  the  duties  enjoined  by 
such  high  sanctions  have  been  fulfilled,  why  have  not  the 

Poinsett  and  Mr.  Butler  j*  for  the  last  ten  yearn,  in-en  fa- 
vorably received,  and  acknowledged  to  be  just,  or  i ejected 
without  delay  !  'Surely  all  of  them  are  not  founded  in  the 
fraudulent  practices  <~>1  cuntrnbrandii-ls.  who  *rck  1°  l*d- 
vanoa  their  fortunes  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  jeopardizing  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  two  friendly  nations  !  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  un- 
dersigned to  protect  or  justify  any  of  hie  countrymen  who 
have  so  far  tran.«crehiscd  as  to  render  themselves  obnoxious 
to  the  laws  of  the  country  affording  them  protection  during 


their  temporary  residence  in  it ;  but  he  cannot  remain  in- 
sensible to  the  charge  made  against  them  of  being  notori- 
ous smugglers:  such  is  not  the  character  of  the  American 
merchants  in  the  United  States;  and  it  is  wholly  inconceiv- 
able how  they  should  have  fallen  into  such  disgraceful  prac- 
tices at  so  early  a  period  after  their  arrival  within  the  limite 
of  the  Mexican  territory.  Charges  of  this  kind  have  been 
repeatedly  made  in  the  public  prints  of  this  country :  thus  pre- 
sented, they  have  been  considered  unworthy  of  notice;  bat 
when  they  are  countenanced  and  indirectly  sanctioned  by  the 
authority  of  the  Supreme  Government,  conveying  aa  I  bey 
do  the  injurious  imputation  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these  fuels,  is  urging  claim* 
founded  in  fraud  and  corruption,  it  becomes  necessary ,  from  a 
high  sense  of  duty,  to  repel  them  as  uttrrly  unfounded.  The 
remarks  referred  to  were  the  more  surprising,  since  the  un- 
dersigned distinctly  informed  his  excellency,  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  hits  note  of  September  lust 
on  this  subject,  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  to  press  these  claims  on  the  Mexican 
Government  for  final  adjustment. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  of  comidaint  on  the  part  of 
this  Government  against  Uiat  of  the  United  Slates,  Mr. 
Monrusterio  has  referred  to  the  arre»t  and  trial  of  Thomp- 
son and  U'Campo,  of  the  schooner  Correo,  as  an  "  unde- 
niable insult  inflicted  on  the  Mexican  flag."  In  that  case, 
it  is  well  known  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  did 
not  order  the  prosecution  of  Thompson  end  U'Campo.  It 
is  equally  well  known  said  Thompson  was  discharged  by 
order  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  when  the  person  who  bad 
him  arrested  for  supposed  piracies  committed  on  American 
vessels,  failed  to  prove  the  allegations  brought  against  him. 
The  schooner  was  at  the  seme  time  restored  to  the  Mexi- 
can conaul  in  New  Orleans. 

The  Correo  was  captured  by  a  merchant  vessel,  the  San 
Philipc,  and  taken  to  New  Orleans,  where  Captain  Hurd 
and  others  made  oath  that  Thompson  had  attacked  the  San 
Philipe,  with  a  felonious  intent  to  rob  said  vessel,  con i  wry 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1825,  and  it  therefore  became  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
district  attorney  of  the  United  Slates  to  prosecute  the  per- 
son thus  charged.  If  the  court  had  proceeded  to  the  con- 
demnation and  punishment  of  the  accused,  and  the  confis- 
cation of  his  vessel,  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  (she 
being  regularly  commissioned  in  the  service  of  this  Govern- 
ment,) there  might  be  some  pretext  for  an  inquiry  into  tiie 
case,  with  a  view  to  ask  explanations  of  the  United  State*. 
But  this  will  not  be  said,  as  Thompson  failed  to  produco 
such  commission  on  bis  trial  to  give  color  of  authority  to 
his  acta.  Hence  it  ia,  as  tho  national  character  of  the  vea- 
sel  was  not  established  by  adequate  proof,  there  could  be 
no  ground  for  interference  on  the  part  of  your  excellency 
in  favor  of  one  who  had  thrown  himself  beyond  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law  of  nation*,  in  Ids  attach  on  the  San 
Philipc,  and  much  less  could  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  called  on  to  interpose  and  screen  him  from  the 
penalties  of  the  law.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  cell  on  an- 
other to  respect  her  flag  in  the  person  of  an  individual 
sailing  on  the  high  seas  without  suitable  papers  to  show 
his  true  character,  after  he  has  been  captured  for  a  viola- 
tion ot  the  neutral  rights  of  others.  But,  admit  for  a 
moment  that  the  commander  of  the  Correo  bore  a  commis- 
sion from  the  Mexican  Government ;  yet  the  flag  raised  by 
virtue  of  such  authority  gives  no  protection  to  him,  if  his 
acta  are  piratical.  It  is  true  be  was  discharged — not  ac- 
quitted ;  and  it  appeared  on  the  trial  that  his  conduct  had 
not  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  favor- 
aide  consideration  of  the  jury,  some  of  whom  entertained 
the  opinion  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  piratical  practice*, 
and  ought  to  be  punished  ;  but  the  interposition  of  the 
authority  of  the  judge  set  the  offender  at  filer  ly.    It  < 
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not,  then,  be  well  conceived  upon  what  principle  his  trial, 
discharge,  and  restoration  of  his  vessel,  can  he  urgod  aa  an 
insult  to  the,  Mexican  flag. 

Vour  excellency  requests  that  a  full  state  meat  of  all 
claims  on  the.  part  of  citizen*  of  the  United  States  may  he 
presented  for  consideration ;  but  from  the  manner  in  which 
tboae  already  in  the  possession  of  this  Government  have 
heeri  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  ran  see  no  good  likely 
to  result  from  such  a  course.  If  those  that  might  be  pre- 
sented should  be  all  acknowledged  as  just,  yet,  so  long  as 
the  several  rases  of  unprovoked  and  incxcueuhle  outrage 
inflicted  cm  the  officer*  and  Msg  of  his  country,  which  have 
been  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
main unsatisfactorily  answered,  he  would  base  but  one 
couree  to  pursue;  nor  could  he  rind  himself  justified  in 
departing  from  it,  when  he  remembers,  in  connexion  with 
the  past,  the  recent  occurrences  at  Vera  Cruz  in  the  seizure 
of  the  American  brig  Fourth-of-July,  and  the  re -appoint- 
ment of  the  former  commandant  general  of  Santa  Anna  de 
Tamanhpai  to  an  important  military  post.  The  first  was 
in  disregard  of  every  principle  of  puhlio  law;  and,  in  the 
second,  it  cannot  have  l»een  forgotten  that  that  functionary 
was  kit  lately  removed  from  office  for  hi*  arbitrary  impris- 
onment of  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
Jefferson,  with  a  promise  (aa  one  of  the  express 
had  in  the  arrangement  of  the  aftarM  that  fur- 
I  exemplary  punishment  should  be  vi«ited  upon  the 
offender.  Instead  of  punishment,  he  has  received  reward. 
With  all  these  facta  before  him,  the  undersigned  entertains 
no  hope  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  questions  in 
controversy  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Mexico.-  He  has  patiently  waited  three  woeks  for  some 
evidence  of  a  more  favorable  disposition  to  render  justice 
to  hie  injured  country,  but  he  baa  waited  in  vain ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences,  he  now  feels  it  to  be 
his  duty,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  to  request  that 
his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim  will  be  plea  Had  to 
furnish  him  with  the  necessary  passports  to  leave  the  Mex- 
ican republic  and  that  suitable  orders  may  be  given  for  a 
guard  to  protect  him  on  the  road  to  Vera  Crux. 

The  undersigned  profit*  of  this  occasion  to  tender  to  his 
excellency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Aftairs,  the 
assurance  of  his  high  and  demolished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monatltrio. 

Lesatiox  of  the  U.  Stat™  or  Amkbica, 

Mexico,  December  22,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  State* 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that 
he  will  take  his  departure  from  this  capital  on  Monday 
morning  next,  at  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  for  Vera  Cruz;  and 
requests  that  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim  of 
the  Mexican  republic  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  him  with 
his  passports  on  the  24th  instant,  and  that  orders  may  be 
given  for  a  suitable  guard  to  escort  bim  on  lbs  road  to  his 
destination. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
J  owe  Mstia  Ortiz  Monastcrio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign 
A  Hairs,  the  aaaurance  of  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion and  high  personal  esteem. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency  Joss  Mabia  Obtis  Momasterio,. 

Acting  Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


of  the  correspondence  between  his  excellency,  the  scting 

myself,  in  the  cane  of  the 
wized  afCampeche ;  also, 
Mr.  Monasterio'ii  reply  to  my  note  of  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber laal,  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom ;  also, 
that  to  my  note  of  the  80th  of  .September,  in  the  case  of 
the  brig  Aurora;  and,  also,  a  reply  from  the  same  to  my 
note  of  the  9th  of  September,  in  the  case  of  William  Hal- 
let  and  Zalmon  Hull. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  John  Fobstth,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
Lkgatioh  or  tuk  U.  S.  or  America, 

Mexico,  November  14,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency 
that  it  again  beoomse  his  duty  to  notice  an  aggression  on 
the  flag  of  his  country  by  the  authorities  of  the  Supreme 


Leoatio*  or  tbe  U.  8.  or  America, 

Mexico,  December  28,  1886. 
8ia  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy 
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The  American  schooner  Bethlehem,  8.  H.  Moore,  mas- 
ter, with  a  cargo  regularly  detipalrhed  from  the  Bulive, 
Honduras,  for  Tampico,  was  forced  by  want  of  water  and 
provisions,  towarda  the  close  of  August  last,  to  put  iuto 
the  port  of  Csmpeche.  Whilst  proceeding  thither,  she 
was,  on  the  2d  of  September,  boarded  by  Captain  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Mexican  navy,  who  took  possession  of  the 
schooner,  and  sent  her  master,  crew,  an  J  paper*  on  board 
the  flag-ship  of  the  Mexican  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. They  were  there  detained  (some  of  the  sailors  in 
irons)  until  the  »2d  of  the  same  month,- when  the  master 
and  crew  were  released  from  their  imprisonment;  but  the 
papers  were  retained  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron. 
On  the  landing  of  Captain  Moore,  he  was  notified  by  an 
escribanu  that  bis  veaael  had  been  condemned  by  the  dis- 
trict court  to  be  confiscated,  and  he  to  be  banished  five 
j ears  from  the  trade.  The  schooner  is  now  in  the  use  of 
the  Mexican  squadron  aa  a  store-ship.  These  proceedings 
were  had  without  the  party  accused  (the  master)  being 
present  at  his  trial,  or  informed  of  the  charges  alleged 
against  him,  or  heard  in  his  defence  either  personally  or  by 
counael ;  and  he  was,  both  before  and  after  his  trial,  re- 
fued  a  copy  of  the  espedienie  which  had  been  drawn  up 
against  him,  and  which  purported  to  contain  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  own  and  bis  vessel's  eondemalion  were 
based. 

The  undersigned  requests  that  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  order  a  copy  of  all  tlie  judicial  proceedings  had 
in  Ibis  case  to  be  furnished  to  the  parties  interested ;  that 
you  will  further  institute  an  investigation  as  to  the  legality 
of  these  proceedings;  and  that,  if  they  be  found  erroneous, 
you  will  cause  the  vessel,  ber  cargo,  and  papers,  to  be 
forthwith  delivered  over  to  the  master,  with  equitable  dam- 
for  their  detention. 
The  undersigned  again  ptesents  to  your  excellency  the 
lurance  of  his  personal  esteem  and  coin-uleruiiou. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
His  Ex.  Josx  Maria  Obtix  Mokabtkbio, 

Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr .  MeHuMft'vio  to  M'r .  KiJts. 
[Translation.] 
Pa  1  ac a  or  the  National  Coterr-mrkt, 

Mexico,  November  17,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
tions, baa  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Ellis  that,  with  a  view  to  a  convenient  decision  upon  tbo 
matter,  be  baa  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  his  note 
of  the  Uth  instant,  relative  to  the  transaction  at  Csmpeche, 
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in  which  the  North  American  schooner  Bethlehem  wn« 
concerned.  The  undersigned  will  communicate  the  result 
to  your  eicolk-iw-f ,  and  meanwhile  oilers  assurances  of  hie 

very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERJ0. 
To  the  Hon.  Powbjatax  Ellis, 

Chttrgi  tT  Affaires  of  U.  S.  of 


Mr.  Mon  aster  io  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 
Palalx  or  tbe  National  Govkhnxkxt, 

Mexico,  November  SI,  1836, 
The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affiiirs, 
has  the  honor  to  announce  to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 
that  he  has  received  through  the  Department  of  Justice  the 
corresponding  information  in  the  case  of  the  American 
schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom,  which  formed  tbe  subject  of  the 
note  addressed  by  tbe  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  to  the  under- 
signed, under  date  of  the  19th  September  last.  The  re- 
lation therein  made,  so  far  as  regards  ilte  incidente  touch- 
ing this  vessel,  corresponds  to  that  which  appears  from  the 
information  aforesaid,  but  differs  in  the  aspect  under  which 
the  conduct  observed  by  the  mercantile  tribunal  at  Vera 
('rux  is  represented,  as  well  as  that  observed  by  tbe  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  that  port.  A  formal  abandonment 
of  the  cargo  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Crecencio  Boven, 
to  whom  it  came  consigned,  the  tribunal,  in  the  fulfilment 
of  its  duties,  ought  to  have  proceeded,  and  in  fact  did  pro- 
reed,  to  name  a  person  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  with 
power  to  effect  a  sale,  and  deposite  its  product  in  favor  of 
the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  vessel ;  and  the  consul  afore- 
said ought  to  have  co  operated  in  such  measures,  since  it 
is  to  this  that  his  functions  are  limited,  in  cases  of  thin  na- 
ture. The  nomination  of  this  person  as  depositary,  would 
not  have  been  made  if  there  had  been  any  other  posseted 
of  powers  of  agency  from  said  owners  or  insurers:  the  con- 
sul had  none  such  ;  consequently  this  charge  could  not 
fell  upon  him  ;  and  this  it  is  that  has  given  rise  to  the  com- 
plaint advanced  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis ;  but  he  will 
now  see  that  tbe  tribunal,  without  this  requisite,  could 
not  grant  to  the  consul  the  deposite  of  the  cargo,  as  he  de- 
manded ;  since,  from  his  consular  character  alone,  it  was 
not  competent  to  him ;  and  that  be  was  not  provided  with 
the  necessary  powers,  is  very  clear,  since  he  confessed 
from  the  beginning  that  he  neither  knew  nor  could  be  con- 
jecture who  were  the  insurers  of  said  vessel,  nor  were  they 
afterwards  presented,  because,  although  he  had  a  private 
letter  from  the  captain  of  tbe  same,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kelly,  it 
was  for  another  object,  and  to  he  used  after  the  sale  of  the 
effect*  waved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Peter  D.  Vroom.  It 
results  from  this  exposition,  that  the  consul  of  the  United 
Slate*  had  no  right  to  ask  that  he  should  be  intrusted  with 
the  deposite  and  management  of  the  cargo  in  question ; 
that  the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Crux  denied  his  re- 
quest, founded  precisely  upon  the  ordors  of  the  8upreme 
Government  of  the  26th  of  August  and  4th  of  October, 
1831,  which  the  honorable  Mr.  EUis  quotes,  inasmuch  as 
these  grant  to  foreign  consuls  an  intervention  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, hut  not  the  management  of  the  interests  and 
commission  in  cases  like  that  referred  to;  and  that,  not  be- 
ing the  legal  attorney  of  the  parties  interested,  he  pretend- 
ed to  a  tiling  which  he  might  have  well  supposed  would 
not  be  granted,  because  of  its  being  contrary  to  the  legal 
provisions  in  tbe  case. 

The  consul  in  question  ought  therefore  to  have  confined 
himself  to  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  without  seeking  to 
represent  another  character  which  does  not  belong  to  him ; 
but  very  far  from  this,  seeing  that  the  tribunal  would  not 
grant  it  to  him,  be  positively  refuted  to  comply  with  them, 
for  all  tbe  exertions  which  were  made  to  obtain  his  consent 
in  the 


cord  of  the  sale,  Ac,  proved  ineffectual.  In  this  he  baa 
committed  a  fault,  which,  without  doubt,  will  be  repri- 
manded by  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  taking  proper  precau- 
tions that  be  shall  not  repent  the  same,  and  that  he  shall 
to  tbe  duties  which  are  prescribed  for  him,  with- 
them  for  inappropriate  and  unfounded  pre- 
tensions. 

That  now  referred  to  was  unquestionably  such,  as  lias 
been  already  shown,  and  as  the  honorable  charge  d'allhires 
of  the  United  States  will  be  convinced,  by  the  simple  fact 
that  the  consul  at  Vara  C.ua  was  not  the  lawful  represen- 
tative of  the  owners  or  insurers  of  the  schooner  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  inasmuch  as  he  could  not  exhibit  the  power  which 
accredited  him  an  such,  or  if  he  should  now  do  so,  it  could 
not  justify  his  course  at  the  proper  time  before  the  tribunal 
who  had  cognizance  of  the  affair — in  which  only  case,  ex- 
cept bo  had  been  admitted  as  tbe  representative,  could  he 
have  reason  to  complain  of  their  proceedings. 

The  undersigned,  before  concluding  this  note,  ought  to 
call  tbe  attention  of  the  honorable  P.  Ellis  to  a  representa- 
tion which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Supremo  Govern- 
ment, with  tbe  resj«eclive  justification,  by  Mr.  Crecencio 
Bovee,  the  consignee  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
complaining  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Vera 
Crux  bad  refused  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy,  aa  he  ought 
to  have  done,  of  the  protest  made  in  hia  office  upon  the 
wreck  of  the  same,  by  her  captain,  Mr.  E.  F.  Kelly  ;  and 
a*  thin  negative  cannot  be  founded  in  any  reason  of  justice 
because  of  its  being  a  document  which  it  was  not  at  hia 
option  to  withhold  from  the  legitimate  party,  as  is  Mr. 
Boves,  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  difference*  be- 
tween the  said  consul  and  the  mercantile  tribunal  at  Vera 
(  'rut,  with  respect  to  the  cargo  of  said  vessel,  hia  excel- 
lency tbe  President  has  seen  with  much  regret  this,  i 
so  seriously  affects  the  interests  of  a  T 
he  therefore  promises  himself,  from  tti 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  that 
functionary  to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  out  the  cer- 
tificate in  question.  g 

The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  t©  the 
charge  d'affaires)  of  the  United  States  of  America  tbe  as- 
surances of  his  very  distinguished  consideration  and  es- 
teem. JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatax  Ellis, 
Charge'  oV  Affaires  of  the  United  Statu  of  America. 


Pa  lack  or 


to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

National  Gotkbxmxxt, 

Mexico,  November  30,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  ] 
tions,  has  received  a  communication  from  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  relative  to  the  occurrence  at  Campeachy,  who  re- 
spect to  the  American  brig  Aurora,-  whence  it  appears  that 
the  consul  of  tbe  United  States  at  that  port  calumniated  the 
district  judge  of  Yucatan,  by  assuring  the  honorable  Pow- 
hatan Ellis  that  the  judge,  upon  his  demand  thereof,  had 
refused  him  a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  said  vessel ;  for  they  were  delivered  at  his  request  when 
the  suit  was  scarcely  commenced,  although  there  is  a  law 
which  provides  that  the  parties  concerned  shall  not  receive 
such  papers  which  they  may  ask  for  until  the  cause  shall 
be  concluded.  The  papers  referred  to  were  given  to  the 
consul  too,  notwithstanding  bis  petition  for  them  was  not 
couched  in  the  language  of  tbe  country  or  written  upon  the 
proper  stamped  paper,  which  formalities  are  indispensable  in 
the  courts  of  the  country,  and  are  binding  as  well  upon  for- 
eigners as  Mexicans :  but  tbe  judge  of  the  district  dirpensed 
with  them  on  this  occasion  in  favor  of  tbe  American  consul, 

disputes,  although  i 
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that  the  admission  of  such  informal  petition* 

precedent,  ami  unknown  in  practice. 
The  copy  in  question  having  been,  therefore,  ready 

since  the  4th  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  and  the  consul 
aforesaid  having  been  advised  that  it  was  at  bis  disposition, 
the  honoiablc  Mr.  Ellis  will  now  see  the  want  of  truth 
with  which  that  functionary  has  complained  to  his  excel- 
lency against  the  judge  of  (he  district  for  having  denied  the 
same,  thereby  inducing  the  beliel  that  an  infraction  of  the 
treaty  existing  between  this  republic  and  the  United  State* 
of  America  had  been  committed.  What  is  certain  is,  that 
the  consul  refilled  to  receive  the  copy  alluded  to,  leaving  it 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  refused  to  pay 
the  respective  charges,  saying  that  it  could  avail  him 
nothing,  because  the  trial  wvs  not  concluded,  and  that  as 
soon  as  it  was,  he  would  ask  for  a  complete  copy  of  all  the 
proceedings.  These  double  dealings  on  the  part  of  that 
functionary,  the  insulting  protest  which  he  addressed  to 
the  judge  of  the  district,  as  the  latter  has  informed  the  Su- 
preme Government,  and  the  wantonness  with  which  he 
blames  and  criminates  the  authorities,  without  the  least 
foundation,  as  i*  seen  in  the  present  case,  oblige  bis  excel- 
lency the  President  ad  interim  to  request  that  the  honor- 
able  Mr.  Ellis  will  convey  to  him  the  expression  of  that 


mony  and  co-operation  which  are  so  necessary, 
which  he  has  so  nnfortunntely  deviated,  as  appt 
this  exposition,  and  as  the  undersigned  informed 


just  disapprobation  which  his  conduct  merits,  and  take  such 
measures  as  will  prevent  a  repetition  of  it,  and  cause  him 
to  conduct  himself  in  all  future  transactions  with  that  har- 

and  from 
appears  from 

i  exposition,  and  as  the  undersigned  informed  the  hon- 
'  i  charge  d'affaires  in  his  note  of  the  30th  of  May  last, 
ring  to  this  same  subject  of  the  brig  Aurora. 
The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  as  resulting  from  that  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  undersigned  on  the  20th  of  September  last 
past,  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  him  the  assurance  of  hie 
distinguished  consideration  a  rut  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powbatax  Ellis, 

Chargi  a" Affaire*  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 


to  Mr 
[Translation.] 
Palais,  or  t»«  Natioxal  Guvshxxi.it, 

Mexico,  December  13,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  acting  Secretary  of  Rela- 
tions, has  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Ellis  that  General  .lose  L'rrea,  of  whom  information  was 
requested  relative  to  the  arrest  at  Matamoras,  in  Febru- 
ary last,  of  William  Hnllett  and  Zahnon  Hull,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  has  made  the  communication,  a 
copy  of  which  is  annexed  for  Mr.  Ellis's  informatiou  by 
the  undersigned,  who  adds,  that,  as  this  intelligence  does 
n  n  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Supreme  Government,  with 
to  an  explanation  of  the  act*  in  question,  a  more 
il  account  ha*  been  required  of  the  command- 
ant general  of  that  department ;  the  result  of  which  requi- 
sition the  undersigned  will  transmit  to  the  honorable  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  United  State*  of  the  North,  to  whom  he  re- 
news the  assurance*  of  hi*  very  distinguished  consider*- 
tion  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatax  Ellis, 

Charge' a" Affaires  nf  the  V.  S.  of  America. 


Mr .  lomet  to  Mr . 

[Translation.] 
Dtrm  imi.s  r  of  War  axd  Ma«irb, 

Mexico,  December  6,  1836. 
His  excellency  General  Joseph  Urrea,  in  an  ol 
of  the  4  th  instant,  repot  Is  to  mo  as  follow*  : 


"Exckllkxt  Mn.  :  Might  before  last  I  received  your 
excellency's  note  of  the  20th  November  last,  with  the  ac- 
companying representation  relative  to  the  complaint  made 
by  the  charged  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  the  North, 
in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  the  persons  of  William 
Hiillett  and  Zahnon  Hull,  at  Matamoras,  on  the  17th  Feb- 
ruary of  the  present  year ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  call 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to  make  upon  me, 
I  report  the  following  touching  that  transaction : 

When  I  arrived  at  Matamoras  with  the  division  which 
I  commanded  in  the  campaign  of  Texas,  I  was 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  : 
of  the  North,  resident  in  that  city,  were  in  alliance  with 
those  who  in  Texas  had  declared  war  agiinst  the  Mexican 
nation,  and  that  in  consequence  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
transmitting  to  th*  enemy  such  information  of  our  forces, 
proceedings,  dec.  as  they  might  deem  acceptable.  Finding 
myself  in  a  situation  to  prevent  this  evil,  I  look  such  pre- 
caution a*  it  was  my  duty  to  lake  in  order  to  do  ao.  The 
illusion  under  my  command  was  about  marching  upon 
Texas,  and  I  had  been  informed  that  the  North  Americans 
were  preparing  to  giro  notice  to  the  enemy  of  my  depar- 
ture from  Matamoras,  the  force  which  accompanied  me, 
and  all  else  that  they  might  think  worthy  of  communica- 
tion to  them.  On  the  same  day  of  the  17th  February 
before  cited,  the  forces  under  my  command  marched  fiom 
Matamoras  with  the  object  of  meeting  Doctor  Grant,  who, 
with  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  had  approached  within  twenty 
league*  of  that  city,  and  whilst  making  dispositions  fur 
their  departure,  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  that  some 
strangers  had  that  moment  left  for  Texas.  With  the  con- 
sent of  the  commandant  general  of  those  department*  I 
ordered  that  an  officer  and  a  detachment  of  four  diagoons 
should  keop  themselves  on  the  watch,  and  apprehend  said 
stranger*  on  their  departure  from  the  city  aforementioned. 
In  fact,  it  was  observed  that  two  of  them  did  leave  the  city, 
and  present  themselves  on  it*  outskirts,  in  front  of  the  de- 
tachment ;  they  instantly  tkd,  and  attempted  to  escape ; 
the  troop  followed  and  apprehended  them  in  a  house  which 
they  had  entered.  They  reported  to  me  what  had  occurred, 
and  gave  me  some  papers  and  despatches  which  the  prison- 
er* had  with  them.  I  communicated  the  whole  to  the  com- 
mandant general  aforesaid,  placing  at  his  disposition  the 
two  men  who  had  been  arrested.  It  presently  appeared 
that  one  of  them  was  provided  with  a  passport  lor  his 
journey,  from  the  military  commandant  of  the  plaza ,  all 
bis  papers  were  immediately  returned  to  him  in  the  same 
state  in  which  they  bad  been  taken  from  him.  The  dra- 
goons bad  secured  some  beast*  which  were  found  in  the 
yard  of  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  were  apprehend- 
ed, fearing  that  they  might  escape  upon  them  ;  these  were 
returned  by  my  order  as  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  cir- 
cumstance. After  the  whole  of  the  business  was  over,  we 
ascertained  that  the  house  in  which  the  strangers  aforesaid 
had  been  arrested,  was  that  occupied  by  the  consul  of  North 
America  in  Matamoras,  who  addressed  an  official  note  to 
the  commandant  general  upon  the  subject.  I  marched  for 
the  campaign,  and  do  not  know  the  result.  I  will,  how- 
ever, add  that,  ou  my  departure  from  Matamoras,  knowing 
that  two  or  three  foreigner*  who  had  left  that  city  by  the 
way  of  Brazo  de  Santiago,  leaving  their  route,  had  taken 
that  to  Wan  Patricio,  the  point  then  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
I  despatched  a  party  of  dragoons  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
upon  their  being  apprehended  it  was  found  that  they  had 
passports  from  ths  military  commandant,  Colonel  Mariano 
Guerra,  hut  these  were  to  allow  their  passage  to  the  cities 
of  Regnosa  and  Camargo,  a  route  entirely  different  from 
that  which  they  were  pursuing. 

I  submitted  them  to  due  examination,  and  some  sus- 
picious circumstances  having  turned  up,  I  sent  them  also 
to  Matamoras,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  command- 
ant general  for  such  purpose  as  he  might  think  fit.  Thi« 
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is  as  much  m  I  can  inform  your  excellency  upon  the  sub- 
ject, am),  returning  the  statement  of  the  affair,  I  have  the 
honor  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  esteem." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  it  for  your  excel- 
lency, agreeably  to  what  I  informed  you  on  the  39th  ulti- 

fficial  note  of  the  2d  of  the  same 


mo,  in  relation  to  your  officijl 
month. 

God  and  liberty. 

The  Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


TORNE1-. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Leoatiox  of  the  Uxiteo  States  or  Amehiba, 

Mexico,  Detembtr  27,  1836. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  I  forward  for  your  information  copies  of 
two  notes  from  Mr.  MonaMcrio,  the  acting  Minuter  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  addressed  to  this  legation,  one  under  date 
of  the  2 1st  instant,  touching  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Goros- 
tiza  from  Washington  city  with  his  legation,  and  the  other 
of  the  24  th,  in  reply  to  my  note  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  my  proposed  departure  from  the  Mexican  re- 
public. After  my  long  correspondence  with  this  Govern- 
ment (a  copy  of  which  has  already  been  forwsrded  to  the 
Department  of  8tate)  on  the  various  subjects  embraced  in 
your  instructions  of  the  20th  of  July  last  past,  I  can  view 
auch  an  inquiry  in  no  other  light  than  aa  an  nncorteoue 
refusal  of  my  passports,  and  therefore  deem  an  answer  to 
it  unnecessary.  I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  on 
my  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  will  avail  myself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  reach  Washington  city. 

With  undiminished  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Jorx  FonsTTn 

city. 


Mr.  Monastcrio  to  Mr.  EUit. 
[Translation.] 

Palace  or  the  Natioxal  GOTEHXMEMT, 

Mexico,  December  21,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
compliance  with  orders  which  he  has  received  from  the 
excellent  President  ad  interim  of  the  republic,  haathe  honor 
now  to  address  Mr.  P.  Elite,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  order  to  inform  bim  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, after  having  heard  attentively  D.  Manuel  E.  de 
Gorostiza,  late  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  this  republic  in  said  States,  and  after  having 
examined  frankly  and  impartially  all  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  that  gentleman  and  Messrs.  Forsyth 
and  Dickins,  in  con  sequence  of  the  violation  of  the  Mexi- 
can territory  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Genera] 
Gaines,  cannot  but  coincide  in  every  respect  with  what  that 
envoy  has  done  in  resisting  so  uncalled  for  an  offence ;  and 
it  has,  therefore,  approved,  aa  he  has  done,  hia  withdrawal 
from  Washington,  with  his  legation,  because  of  having 
been  convinced  that  he  could  not  obtain  that  just  satisfac- 
tion which  he  demanded,  notwithstanding  he  urged  every 
argument  and  observation  which  reason  and  right  could 

Mexican  Government  had  nevertheless  desired,  be- 
fore acting  in  a  definite  manner  upon  the  conduct  observed 
by  its  envoy  in  Washington,  that  Mr.  Ellis  should  have 
previously  given  those  explanations  which  were  promised 
in  the  note  of  Mr.  Dickins  to  Mr.  Gorostiza  of  the  SOth 
October  last,  the  only  object  of  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
linked  States,  should  have  been  to  prevent,  from  the  he- 
ginning,  all  possible  misuudcrstiintling  in  so  grave  a  mat- 
ter. The  Mexican  Government  has,  therefore,  awaited  in 
silence,  and  for  the  space  of  many  days,  the 


communication  from  Mr.  Ellis,  flattering  itself  that  in  it 
would  be  found  at  last  new  and  positive  assurances  that 
the  United  Staffs  have  never  desired,  nor  do  they  now  de- 
sire, to  offend  voluntarily  nor  really  to  injure  a  neighbor- 
ing nation,  who  baa  been  wanting  in  nothing  to  them. 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  Ellis  has  not  thought  proper  thus 
act  up  to  this  time ;  and  the  Government  of  the 
signed  cannot  lunger  delay  awarding  to  Mr.  Goroati 
act  of  justice  which  it  owes  to  bim,  in  relieving  htm  from 
the  weight  of  responsibility  which  he  has  taken  upon  hia 
own  shoulders. 

The  undersigned  can,  with  truth,  assure  Mr.  Ellis  that 
his  Government  has  not  only  been  always  ready  to  receive 
the  promised  explanations  upon  this  particular,  bat  it  has 
moreover  desired,  with  as  much  anxiety  as  sincerity,  that 
they  might  be  of  the  most  friendly  and  equitable  nature. 
The  undersigned  improves  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr. 
the  assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 
JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  M0NA8TERI0. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatax  Elm*, 

Chargi  a" Affaire*  of  the  V.  8.  A. 


to  Mr.  EUit. 
■1 

Palace  or  the  Natiosal  Gotersmikt, 

Mexico,  December  HA,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
received  yesterday,  at  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  note  of  the  honorable  Mr-  P.  Ellis,  dated  the  22d  in- 
stant, in  which  be  aaka  hia  passport  in  order  to  depart  on 
Monday  morning  next,  from  this  capital,  in  the  direction  of 
Vera  Cruz;  and  having  given  an  account  of  it  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  President  ad  interim,  he  cannot  but  be  sur- 
prised that  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  should  inland  leaving 
this  republic  with  so  much  impetuosity,  (con  tanta  ru»- 
Undo, )  and  more  particularly  when  be  does  not  distinctly 
understand  the  motive  for  auch  a  determination. 

Because  of  this,  and  the  step  which  Mr.  Ellis  proposes 
to  take  being  of  so  much  transcendency  and  importance, 
which  would  naturally  n fleet  the  relations  between  the 
Mexican  republic  and  the  United  States  of  America,  his 
excellency  desires  that  the  honorable  Mr.  P.  Ellis  will  be 
pleased  to  state,  dcSnitety,  what  are  the  causes  which  have 
prompted  him  to  ask  his  passport,  thereby  putting  an  end 
to  the  mission  with  which  his  Government  has  intrusted 
him— to  the  end  that  the  responsibility  winch  is  thus  st- 
tempted  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Mexican  nation  may,  m 
all  future  time,  attach  to  its  proper  source. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the  honors- 
able  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  8tates  of  Ameries, 
the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration  and 


JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Po  what  ah  Eleib, 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  V.  8.  of  America. 

Mr.  Monastcrio  to  Mr.  EUis. 
[Translation] 
Palacx  or  the  National  Govshxxemt, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  officer  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  has  received  orders  from  his 
excellency  the  President,  to  sddreaa  the  honorable  Mr.  P. 
Ellis,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
order  to  communicate  to  him  that  the  note  which  the  un- 
deraigned  sent  to  Mr.  Ellis,  under  dale  of  the  24th  instant, 
arose  from  the  desire,  most  naturally  entertained  by  his 
excellency,  to  investigate  the  real  motives  which  induced 
that  gentlemen  to  resolve  to  return  to  his  country,  leaving 
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Mexican  Affairs. 


[26th  Cowo.  Ist8«s. 


the  two  oationa. 

The  silence  maintained  by  Mr.  Ellis  in  leaving  lhat  note 
unanswered,  as  well  as  another  of  the  23d.  instant,  in 
which  the  undersigned  declared  that  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment was  ready  to  receive  the  satisfaction  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  8tates  offered  to  Mr.  Ooroethw,  to 
give  through  Mr.  Ellis  himself,  induces  his  excellency  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Ellis  persists  in  his  resolution  to  depart, 
and  with  that  view  considers  his  relations  with  the  under- 
nig  tied  as  suspended.  Under  this  impression,  bis  excel- 
lency orders  the  undersigned  to  inform  Mr.  Ellis  that,  un- 
law some  answer  shall  have  been  received  from  that  gen- 
tleman, by  six  o'clock  this  evening,  the  passport  which  he 
has  requested  shall  be  sent  to  him,  and  the  escort  will  1* 
ready  to  accompany  him  for  his  protection,  and  to  rqwat 
to  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  Government,  the  as- 
surances which  it  has  on  all  occasions  given  of  its  consid- 
eration for  the  United  State*,  and  for  its  representative  in 
this  capital. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  the  houorable  Mr.  Ellis  the  assurances  of  his  own 
particular  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhata*  Etus, 

Charge  <f  Affaires  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 

[ Received  at  half  psai  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  ol  ihe  S7lh  December.] 
Mr.  Monaster io  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 

Palace  or  thb  National  Uovchxmkkt, 

Mexico,  December  27,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  officer  charged  with  the  aflniru 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  conformably  with  what  be 
had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  honorable  Powhatan  Lllis, 
in  bis  note  of  this  morning,  not  having  up  to  this  moment 
(7  o'clock  in  the  evening)  received  any  reply  to  the  vari- 
ous notes  despatched,  transmits,  herewith,  to  Mr.  Ellis, 
the  passport  which  he  had  requested,  and  the  orders  for 
the  supply  of  the  escort  which  may  be  requisite  for  the  se- 
curity of  bis  person  on  the  journey  ;  informing  him,  at  the 
name  time,  that  the  escort  which  is  to  accompany  him  on 
his  departure  from  this  capital  will  be  ready  at  such  time 
and  place  as  Mr.  Ellis  may  indicate  to  the  commandant 
general. 

The  undersigned  has  received  orders  from  the  President 
to  announce  to  Mr.  Ellia  that  the  Mexican  legation  near 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  ha*  been  ordered 
likewise  to  retire. 

The  undersigned  repeats  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis  the 
alliances  ol  his  particular  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatas  Ellis, 

Charge  tf  Affaires  of  V.  H.  of  America. 


^  Cruz 


imprisoned  at  Vera 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Burrough,  Vniltd  States 
consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  to  Mr.  Ellis. 


VtnA  Cnoi,  January  10,  1837. 
I  have  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  instruc- 
tions* to  receive  and  transmit  to  the  Department  of  8tate 
all  despatches,  dec.,  that  might  arrive  at  the  poet  office  of 
this  city  »©  the  sddress  of  Ihe  United  States  legation,  Mex- 
ico, I  addressed  a  note  to  the  administrator  of  the  office, 
in  anticipation  of  despatches  being  received  by  the  packet 
daily  expected  from  new  York,  requesting,  as  per  instruc- 
tions, that  they  might  be  delivered  at  this  consulate,  which 
he  has  denied  me.  I  shall  make  another  application  on 
their  srrival,  and,  if  then  withheld  from  me,  I  can  but  en- 
ter  protest  Against  the  act. 


CowasLATK  or  tux  U.  8.  or  Amebic  a, 

At  Vera  Cruz. 

Depositions  of  John  Williams,  Henry  Habest,  8amuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samuel  Molden,  Richard 
Freeman,  James  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  seamen  of 
and  belonging  to  the  United  States  »hip  Natchez,  Wil- 
liam Mervtne,  Esq.,  commanding,  and  constituting  a 
boat's  crew  imprisoned  at  this  place  on  the  2d  day  of 
November,  1836. 

John  Williams*  aged  26  years,  a  native  of  Hamburg, 
being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and 
say  as  follows:  That  he,  with  Henry  Habest,  8amuel 
Long,  Nathaniel  Groves,  Samuel  Molden,  Richard  Free- 
man, James  Hover,  and  John  Davis,  seamen,  and  two 
stewards,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renthaw,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  UniUvl  States  ship  Natchez,  commanded 
by  William  Mervine,  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  November, 
set  out  and  depart  from  the  said  ship  for  this  place,  in  the 
third  cutter,  and  where  they  arrived  at  about  1 1  o'clock  in 
the  day.  Hover  being  left  in  charge  of  the  boat,  the  rest 
of  them  took  a  walk  into  the  town,  and  got  something  to 
drink — received  orders  from  Mr.  Renshaw  not  to  be  out  of 
the  way.  Steward  gave  them  two  shillings,  which  was 
expended  in  liquor,  and  divided  among  them.  Mr.  Ren- 
f haw  coming  to  the  mole,  and  on  being  asked  to  give  them 
something  to  warm  them,  banded  one  one  of  them  two 
shillings,  and  told  them  not  to  get  drunk  upon  it.  Depo- 
nent and  Habest  went  to  the  plaxa  to  purchase  a  glass  of 
grog  for  the  boat's  crew,  and  on  returning  to  the  mole 
Habest  was  attacked  by  a  fisherman,  who  insisted  on  light 
inghim.  Deponent  used  his  exertions  to  get  him  away,  but 
a  person  standing  by,  who  spoke  English,  said,  "  let  tbeiu 
fight,  and  give  them  fair  play."  Samuel  T.oog  and  Richard 
Freeman  came  up,  and  the  latter  remarked  that  if  one  fought, 
all  must  fight.  Fndiog  themselves  surmunded  with  a  dis- 
parity of  numbers,  about  to  ansmilt  them,  and  having  no 
arms  with  which  they  could  defend  themselves  against 
the  force  that  was  collecting,  armed  with  clubs,  stones, 
and  knives,  Freeman  and  Long  retreated  to  tbe  boat,  and 
got  the  two  boat  hooks.  Deponent  was  also  proceed- 
ing to  the  host,  when  he  was  struck  with  a  cutlass  over  the 
back  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  several  of  whom  had  now  ar- 
rived on  the  mole,  (deponent  had  not  raised  his  hand 
against  any  one.)  He  was  likewise  struck  with  a  large 
stone  thrown  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  (as  he  behoves,)  whiUt 
standing  at  the  boat,  which  nigh  felled  him  to  the  ground. 
Mr.  Renshaw  had  now  arrived  at  the  mole,  and  ordered 
deponent  and  tho  rest  of  them  into  the  boat,  and  into 
which  all  at  once  got  that  were  able  so  to  do,  for  by  this 
lime  two  of  the  boat's  crew  had  been  badly  wounded  by 
the  soldiery  or  other  persons  of  the  country,  and  were  ly- 
ing upon  tbe  mole.  The  Mexican  soldiery  stood  o*er 
those  in  the  boat  with  their  niuskeu  dircc'.ed  at  them(; 
and  among  whom  were  also  observed  several  officers  with 
swords  in  hand.  The  officer  of  the  bout  !>cgged  them  not 
to  fire  upon  his  men,  and  at  the  same  commanded  them 
all  to  sit  down  and  keep  quiet.  AAer  some  little  time 
had  elapsed,  they  were  all  ordered  out  of  tho  boat,  and 
conducted  to  the  guard-house,  where  tbey  remained  in  con- 
finement until  the  next  evening.  They  were  now — all 
except  the  wounded,  who  were  carried  to  tbe  hospital- 
conveyed  to  prison,  at  the  south  end  of  Jown,  and  there 
placed  in  a  wet  room,  without  bed  or  bedding  of  any  kind, 
and  supplied  with  barely  enough  to  keep  them  alive,  with 
a  sentry  constantly  over  tbem. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  two  weeks  tbey  were  taken  out, 
and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  interpreter  of 
the  port.  Deponent  subscribed  bis  name  to  a  paper  on  this 
which,  he  was  informed  by  the  interpreter  was  a 
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25lh  Coxo.  let  8ms.] 


translation  of  what  he  had  said,  but  which  deponent  is  not 
satisfied  was  to  accordance  with  bis  declaration  made  in 
Engird  at  the  time,  and  which  he  now  re  pests. 

The  examination  being  gone  through  with,  they  were 
permitted  to  go  out  into  the  yard  with  the  native  prisoners. 
On  the  25th  day  of  November  they  were  taken  out  and  de- 
livered to  the  American  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  ha«  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  this  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

Before  me,  M.  BURRO  UGH, 

Consul  United  State*. 

Henry  Habtat,  aged  35  years,  a  native  of  Germany,  being 
duly  and  solemnly,  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as 
follows  :  That  he  is  one  of  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  and  who  set  out  from  the  said  ship  in  the  3d 
cutter,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  day  of  November,  and  arrived  at  the  mole 
of  this  city  at  about  11  o'clock  in  the  day  ;  and  all  of  ihcm 
being  wet  and  cold,  Mr.  Renshaw  gave  them  some  money, 
with  which  they  got  half  a  bottle  of  rum.  Mr.  R.  left  the 
boat  in  charge  of  Hover,  the  coxswain,  and  the  rest  of  them 
walked  to  the  plaza.  Deponent  there  saw  Mr.  R.  purchas- 
ing a  hammock,  which  was  given  to  him  to  carry  to  the 
boat ;  and  on  passing  the  gate,  a  fisherman  came  up  to  him 
.  and  tried  to  take  it  frem  him,  but  which  be  placed  in  the 
boat.  Deponent  left  the  boat  for  a  short  time,  and  on  re- 
turning, was  a  second  time  assailed  by  the  fisherman,  (a 
negro  fellow,)  who  would  not  let  him  pass  to  the  boat. 
Deponent  pushed  him  a«de,  (but  did  not  strike  him,)  and 
went  down  towards  the  boat ;  but  before  he  had  time  to 
reach  it,  was  knocked  down  by  a  soldier,  who  struck  him 
with  a  musket  over  the  head.  His  knife  was  now  taken 
from  hU  pocket,  and  the  cord  divided  by  which  it  was  fas- 
tened round  his  neck,  and  in  cutting  which  the  soldier  gave 
him  a  wound  on  the  face.  On  recovering  his  senses,  and 
when  in  the  act  of  ruing  up,  In  crawl  to  the  boat,  he  was 
again  knocked  down  with  a  large  stone  thrown  by  a  soldier, 
and  which  struck  him  upon  the  knee-pan,  the  same  being 
already  fractured.  He  was  also  several  times  kicked  in  the 
side  by  the  soldier,  whilst  lying  upon  the  mole  and  unable 
to  rUe.  Deponent  was  suppoiled  hy  two  men  to  the  guard- 
house, where  he  was  placed  in  confinement  with  the  others. 
At  5,  P.  M.,  he  and  Samuel  Long  were  taken  out  and 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  'oy  a  guard  of  soldiers,  where  they 
remained  till  they  recovered. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  they  were  called  up  and  ex- 
amined by  an  officer  and  the  interpreter  of  the  captain  of 
the  port.  Deponent  signed  some  pnper  at  this  time,  which 
he  was  told  to  do,  being  informed  that  it  was  his  declara- 
tion translated  into  Spanish,  but  which  he  thinks  might 
not  have  been  committed  to  paper  as  expressed,  inasmuch 
as  the  interpreter  made  several  mi  takes  in  il,  as  he,  depo- 
nent stated  at  the  time.  Soon  after  being  examined,  depo- 
nent, with  the  rest  of  the  sick,  was  sent  lo  the  prison  in 
which  their  shipmates  were  confined,  and  where  they  re- 
mained till  the  25th  of  the  month,  ut  which  time  they  were 
brought  out  and  delivered  in  chargoof  the  Amcrit-aii  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
subscribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  17th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  I83«. 

HENRY  HA  BEST,  his  x  mark. 

Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH,  C.  U.  S. 


lying  at  anchor  off  the  island  of  Sacrificios,  being  duly 
and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows : 
That,  on  the  passage  up,  they  became  very  wet  and  cold. 
The  officer  of  the  boat  accordingly  promised  them  a  diink 
of  grog  when  they  arrived.    On  reaching  the  mole,  Hover 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  boat,  and  the  rest  of  them,  by  the 
consent  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  took  a  walk  into  the  plaza,  where 
they  procured  half  a  bottlo  of  liquor  with  twenty-five  cents 
given  them  by  Mr.  R.    This  they  took  to  the  boat  and 
drank  among  them.    The  boat  was  now  left  in  charge  of 
Davis,  and  deponent  went  to  assist  the  steward  in  getting 
marketing  to  the  mole ;  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the 
boat.    Habest  soon  brought  a  hammock  down  by  order  of 
Mr.  Renshaw,  who  now  returned  to  the  mole,  and  sulked 
them  if  they  were  all  sober,  and  told  them  that  he  was 
going  off  in  a  few  minutes,  (immediately, )  and  went  up  to 
tho  consul's.    Deponent  and  Richard  Freeman  were  stand-  . 
ing  near  the  boat,  when  the  former  said  to  the  latter,  "we 
will  go  on  the  other  aide  of  the  mole  and  look  at  the  fi»h 
they  are  catching."  They  accordingly  went  and  picked  up 
one  of  the  fish  to  examine  it,  and  then  returned  to  the  boat; 
and  whilst  they  were  there,  Williams  informed  them  that 
Habest  was  about  to  get  into  a  fight  with  a  fisherman. 
They  went  to  Habest  at  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with  a  negro,  and  who  w« 
standing  bofore  him  in  an  attitude  of  defence.    Some  gen- 
tlemen who  stood  near  them  said,  let  them  have  fair  play- 
one  at  a  time.    Deponent,  however,  not  wishing  to  eee  a 
fight,  stepped  in  between  Habest  and  the  negro ;  at  which 
moment  a  soldier  coming  up  struck  H»!>e*t  several  times 
over  the  head  and  shoulders  with  the  broad-sword.  Depo- 
nent was  now  pushed  down  in  the  crowd,  and,  on  recov- 
ering himself,  and  in  the  act  of  going  to  the  boat,  was  struck 
across  the  back  with  a  cutlass  by  a  soldier.    Finding  him- 
self thus  assailed,  he  and  Freeman  ran  to  the  boat,  and  got 
each  a  boat  hook  to  defend  themselves  against  ihe  soldiery 
and  others  hy  whom  they  had  been  attacked.    But,  before 
deponent  had  an  opportunity  of  usiog  his  hook,  he  was 
struck  over  the  back  by  a  corporal  with  a  brosd-sword.  He 
now  made  a  pass  at  the  corporal,  and  at  the  same  moment 
was  knocked  down,  eithrr  by  a  stone  or  some  other  missile, 
and  from  that  period  does  not  recollect  sny  thing  further 
that  occurred,  till  he  found  himself  in  the  guard-house. 
Trie  same  evening  he  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital  with 
Habest,  who  was  also  badly  hurt.  After  a  fortnight  or  so,  de- 
ponent was  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer,  with  en  inter- 
preter.   His  declaration  was  subscribed  by  him,  agreeably 
to  the  order  of  the  interpreter,  and  who  stated  that  it  was 
a  translation  of  what  be  had  said  in  English;  but  deponent, 
not  understanding  Spanish,  the  language  into  which  the 
translation  was  made,  is  not  prepared  to  say  whether  or  not 
it  was  a  true  translation. 

The  said  deponent  was  now  sent  to  the  prison  where  the 
others  were  confined,  and  there  remained  until  the  25tb  of 
November,  at  which  time  they  were  released  and  delivered 
over  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

Deponent  did  furthermore  declare  that  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  food  given  to  them  whilst  in  prison  was 
scarcely  sufficient  to  sustain  life,  and  that  they  were  ob- 
liged to  sleep  on  a  cold  and  dsmp  brick  floor,  without  bed 
or  bedding  of  any  kind  being  allowed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  ha*  hereunto 
set  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  17th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.,  1836. 

SAML.  LONG. 
Before  me,  M.  BURROUGH, 

Cow/  V.  State*. 

KalhnnUl  Grow,  aged  25  veers,  a  native  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  States 
fhip  Natchej,  being  duly  and  Kolemnly  sworn,  did  depo*c, 


Samuel  Long,  aged  23  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  of  and 
b' longing  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  left  the  said 
aSip  in  the  3d  cutter,  with  seven  other  seamen  and  two 
steward*,  under  charge  of  Midshipman  Renshaw,  on  Ihe 
2d  d»y  of  November,  for  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  ship  then 


i 
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declare,  and  aay  aa  follows :  That  be,  with  seven  other 
seamen  and  two  stewards,  (vix.  the  captain  and  ward-room 
steward,)  did  on  the  morning  of  tha  3d  November,  set  oat 
from  the  ship  to  which  they  were  attached,  in  the  third 
cutter,  nnder  the  charge  of  Midshipmen  Renahaw,  for  the 
city  of  Vera  Crux,  and  arrived  at  the  mole  between  1 1  and 
13  o'clock.  Mr.  R.  went  up  to  the  consul's,  and  left  the 
boat  in  charge  of  the  coxswain,  Horer,  and  told  them  not 
to  ho  out  of  the  way,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go  off  in  a 
few  minutes.  Deponent  having  half  a  dollar  in  his  pocket, 
purchased  some  liquor,  which  was  drank  among  them. 
Mr.  Renshaw  returned  to  the  mole  in  a  short  time,  and 
being  asked  by  some  of  them  for  a  little  change  to  get  a 
glass  of  grog,  gave  them  twenty-live  cents,'  not  being  aware 
that  ihey  had  already  bad  liquor.  Mr.  R.  again  left  on 
business,  (as  supposed,)  when  the  charge  of  the  bout  was 
given  to  Davis,  and  the  rest  of  them  went  towards  the  mar- 
ket. Deponent  quickly  returned  to  the  mole,  near  which 
he  met  a  passenger  who  was  going  in  their  ship,  who  in- 
formed htm  that  a  fight  was  about  to  ensue  between  one  of 
his  shipmates  and  some  of  the  Mexicans  upon  the  mole. 
Deponent,  and  the  four  that  were  with  him,  vix.  Richard 
Freeman,  Hover,  John  Williams,  and  Samuel  Long,  an 
returning  to  the  boat,  saw  Ha  best  and  a  black  fellow  en- 
coded in  a  quarrel,  but  who-  were  not  fighting.  The  officer 
of  the  boat  was  soon  after  met  by  deponent  near  the  corner 
of  the  plaza,  and  who  ordered  him  and  the  rest  of  the  crew 
down  to  the  boat  that  "  he  should  be  off  immediately." 
On  reaching  the  mole  saw  Richard  Freeman  and  8amoel 
Long  with  boat-hooks  in  their  hands,  near  the  boat,  de- 
fending themselves  against  the  soldiery  and  fisherman  by 
whom  they  were  attacked.  The  latter  of  them  was  struck 
by  one  of  the  guards  with  a  sword,  and  who  then  made  a 
blow  at  the  soldier  with  his  boat- hook;  this  was  parried  by 
the  bayonet  of  the  soldier,  and  whilst  he  was  thus  defending 
himself,  a  soldier  struck  Richard  Freeman  with  his  bayonet, 
inflicting  a  wound  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  A 
corporal  now  came  up  and  struck  8atnuel  Long  over  the 
face  with  hie  bayonet,  and  by  which  he  was  knocked  down, 
and  supposed  dead.  Ths  corporal  turned  and  made  a  pass 
with  a  bayonted  musket  at  deponent  just  as  he  was  getting 
into  the  boat.  Mr.  Renshaw  had  by  this  time  arrived  at 
the  mole,  and  ordered  them  all  into  the  boat,  ami  into 
which  all  at  once  placed  themselves,  with  the  exception  of 
Richard  Freeman,  and  Samuel  Long,  and  Henry  Habest, 
who  were  so  badly  wounded  as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  the 


The  soldiery  had  their  muskets  charged,  snd  stood  along- 
side the  boat,  and  pointing  them  directly  upon  the  boat's 
crew,  and  who,  it  is  said,  would  have  fired  on  theru  had 
the  captain  of  the  port  not  prevented  it.  They  were  now 
all  ordered  lo  the  guard-house,  whore  they  were  placed  in 
stocks,  and  kopt  till  the  next  evening,  when  deponent,  with 
J.  Davis,  John  Williams,  and  Samuel  Molden,  were  con- 
veyed to  prison,  and  there  placed  in  a  small  damp  apart- 
ment, with  little  to  eat,  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  bed  or 
l>edding  to  protect  them  against  the  cold  and  humidity  of 
the  ground  floor. 

On  or  about  the  16th  of  the  month  they  were  all  taken 
out  and  examined  by  a  Mexican  officer  and  the  public  in- 
terpreter. Deponent  did  not  sign  any  document,  he  hav- 
ing Informednbero  them  that  ha  could  not  write.  The  ex- 
amination being  gone  through  with,  they  were  permitted 
to  go  into  the  prison  yard,  but  were  securely  locked  up  at 
night,  and  a  sentry  placed  at  the  door.  On  the  2Sth  No- 
vember, they  were  brought  out  and  delivered  over  to  the 
charge  of  tbo  United  States  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
subscribed  his  name,  at  the  city  of  Vora  Crux,  this  1 8th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

NATHL.  GROVES,  his  x  mark, 
•e,        M.  BURROUOH,  C.  U.  S. 


Samwl  Molden,  aged  28  years,  a  native  of  Europe,  sea- 
man, of  and  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez, 
beinf  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  day  of  the  date  here- 
of, did  depose,  declare,  and  say  as  follows :  That  he,  with 
seven  other  aeamen  and  two  stewards,  left  the  ship  Natchez, 
to  which  they  were  attached,  on  the  3d  of  November,  in 
the  third  cutter  of  the  ship,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Ren- 
shsw,  (middripman,)  and  who  told  them  on  the  passage, 
up  that  **  if  they  would  behave  themselves,  as  he  hoped  they 
would,  on  arriving  at  the  city  they  should  have  all  the  lib- 
erty he  could  allow  them  ;  and  hoped  that  they  would  not 
get  drank."  The  wind  was  high,  and  a  heavy  sea  run- 
ning, and  the  boat's  crew  got  very  wet.  Mr.  R.  told  the 
coxswain  to  take  charge  of  the  boat ;  the  rest  walked  tc  the 
market,  and  procured  a  bottle  of  liquor,  which  was  drank 
among  them;  after  which,  Hover  went  with  the  ateward  to 
the  market,  and  deponent  got  into  the  boat,  laid  down,  and 
went  to  sleep,  but  was  soon  awoke  hy  a  noise  on  the  mole; 
saw  at  thia  time  several  soldiers  around  the  boat,  and  a 
Mexican  officer,  with  his  sword  drawn  over  the  head  of 
Mr.  Renshaw,  and  the  others  with  muskets  in  their  hands 
pointed  at  him  and  the  other  seamen  in  the  boat.  Not 
knowing  the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  and  fearing  that  Mr. 
Renahaw  was  about  to  be  cut  down,  deponent  wished  to 
get  upon  Ihe  wharf  to  defend  him,  but  Mr.  R.  would  not 
permit  him,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  quiet,  and  whilst  de- 
ponent was  standing  in  the  boat,  he  was  struck  across  the 
face  with  a  cutlaas,  which  was  nigh  knocking  him  down. 
After  a  little  time  all  got  into  the  boat,  except  two  or  three 
who  hod  been  wounded  by  the  people  of  the  country,  and 
were  now  lying  on  the  mole. 

Deponent  was  ordered  l»y  Mr.  Renshaw  to  come  out  of 
the  boat,  to  go  op  and  bring  down  some  things  from  the 
market,  and,  when  opposite  the  guard-house,  was  told  to  go 
in  with  the  others,  and  where  they  were  all,  except  the  two 
that  were  most  hurt,  placed  in  confinement;  remained  there 
till  the  following  evening,  and  was  then  sent  to  a  prison  in 
another  part  of  the  town,  placed  in  a  small  damp  room, 
with  hut  linle  to  cat,  and  nothing  to  lie  upon  but  a  mat. 
After  about  two  weeka  confinement,  they  were  examined  hy 
a  Mexican  officer  and  an  interpreter,  and  then  allowed  access 
to  the  prison  yard.  Deponent  put  his  name  to  a  paper, 
which  the  interpreter  told  him  was  a  translation  of  his 
deposition,  but  whether  it  was  a  true  translation  be  is  una- 
ble to  judge;  he  was  informed  that  it  was  correct. 

On  the  36th  of  November,  they  were  all  liberated,  and 
conducted  to  the  office  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States, 
where  they  were  left. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
subscribed  bis  name,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  18th 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1836. 

BAMUEL  MOLDEN. 
ic,  M.  BURROUOH,  C.  17.  S. 


Richard  Freeman,  aged  34  years,  a  nstive  of  Ireland, 
mariner,  of  and  belonging  to  the  United  Stales  ship  Natchez, 
William  Mcrvine,  commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly 
sworn,  did  depose,  declare,  and  aay  aa  follows :  That  be 
and  seven  other  seamen,  with  the  cabin  and  wardroom 
stewards,  set  out  and  departed  from  the  said  ship  Natchez 
on  the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the  third  cutter,  under  the 
charge  of  Midshipman  Renahaw,  and  arrived  at  the  mole  of 
this  city  at  about  the  hour  of  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Had  a 
rough  passage  up,  and  being  wet  and  cold,  on  reaching 
Vera  Crux,  went  and  got  a  glass  of  grog,  with  some  money 
given  to  them  by  the  officer  of  the  boat.  Hover  being  left 
to  take  care  of  the  boat,  was  relieved  by  others  in  turn. 
After  a  little  time  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  had  gone  to  the  office 
of  the  consul,  returned  and  tc  Id  them  to  "keep  shout  tha 
boat,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  go  off  in  a  few  minutes." 
Samuel  Molden  was  now  in  the  boat.  Samuel  Long  asked 


Digitized  by  Google 


224 


APPENDIX — To  dales  ,\  Seato?i's 


35th  Coae.  latSass.] 


Affairs. 


o  go  and  look  at  mom  fls 
catching  on  the  other  side  of  the  mole.  The;  wont  and 
examined  them,  and  then  returned  to  the  boat.  At  this 
lime  Williams  came  to  them  anil  said  that  Ha  best  wan 
about  to  fight  with  some  one ;  upon  which  deponent  and 
Lung  went  to  ace  what  the  matter  waa,  and  on  arriving  at 
the  spot,  near  the  upper  end  of  the  mole,  haw  Habest,  who 
told  them  that  he  "  was  going  la  fight  a  negro  fellow,"* 
who  hod  just  come  out  of  the  water,  (a  fisherman.)  The 
negro  waa  quarrelling  with  him,  and  standing  in  on  atti- 
tude for  fighting.  8ome  gentleman  who  waa  near  them 
said  "  let  them  fight,  give  them  fair  play,  one  at  a  time," 
but  Habeat  did  not  strike  him.  Samuel  Long  insisted  on 
whipping  the  fellow,  and  proposed  to  fight  him,  (the  fish- 
erman;) the  ue^ro  at  thiii  lime  standing  in  readiness  10 
make  a  blow  ;  deponent  tried  to  diaauade  hie  shipmate* 
from  fighting,  and  was  using  all  his  exertions  to  get  them 
back  into  tho  boat,  when  a  soldier  came  up  and  struck  him 
and  Samuel  Long  with  a  sabre ;  several  other  aokliera  were 
likewise  present,  and  whose  muskets  with  mounted  bayo- 
nets were  u«etl  against  them  ;  deponent  and  Long  finding 
themselves  likely  to  be  overpowered  by  the  arms  of  the  sol- 
diery, ran  to  the  boat  and  got  boat-hooka  to  defend  them- 


They  were  followed  by  the  assailant*  near  the  boat,  and 
on  regaining  the  mole  were  again  attacked,  and  deponent 
received  a  bayonet  wound  in  the  hip,  and  another  in  the 
riicht  side,  which  brought  him  to  the  ground.  The  officer 
of  the  boat  bad  now  arrived  on  the  mole,  and  who  ordered 
them  into  the  boat,  where  they  at  once  got.  The  Mexican 
soldiery  were  standing  upon  the  edge  of  the  quay,  with  mus- 
kets pointed  towards  them,  and  from  whom  they  expected 
to  have  received  a  fire. 

Shortly  after  they  (the  boat's  crew)  were  ordered  to  the 
guard-house,  and  where  deponent  and  others  were  confined 
in  stocks.  Deponent  was  struck  several  times,  after  being 
secured  in  the  stocks,  with  a  large  cane,  by  the  corporal  of 
the  guard ;  remained  in  the  guard- house  with  the  others  till 
next  night,  when  deponent  and  the  others  that  wrre 
wounded  were  conducted  to  the  hospital.  On  or  aboot  the 
13th  day  of  November,  deponent  waa  taken  out  of  his 
nined  by  an  officer  and  an  interpreter.  De- 
hie  declaration,  as  translated  into  Spanish, 
which  he  was  told  by  the  interpreter  waa  a  true  translation 
of  his  deposition. 

After  remaining  near  three  weeks  in  the  hospital,  depo- 
nent waa  removed,  with  James  Hover,  to  the  prison  in 
which  their  other  shipmates  were  confined. 

On  the  36th  day  of  November  they  all  obtained  their  re- 
lease, being  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  the  consul  of 
the  United  State*. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponent  has  hereunto 
aet  his  hand,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Crux,  this  18th  day  of 
r,  1836.  R.  FREEMAN. 

Before  me,  M.  BURRO  UGH,  C.  V.  S. 


James  Huver,  aged  32  year*,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  United  8tatea  of  America,  mariner,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  W.  Mervine, 
commander,  being  duly  and  solemnly  sworn,  did  depose, 
declare,  and  say  :  that  on  the  second  day  of  November,  he, 
with  seven  other  seamen,  and  two  steward*,  undercharge 
of  Mr.  Rcnahaw,  midshipman,  left  the  said  ship  Natchez, 
and  arrived  at  the  mole  at  Vera  Cruz,  at  about  1 1  o'clock 
in  the  day ;  all  left  the  boat  except  deponent,  who  was  de- 
puted to  take  charge  of  the  boat-  John  Davis,  after  a  lit- 
tle time,  came  and  relieved  bim,  when  deponent  went  op 
to  the  market  with  the  wardroom  steward,  and  brought 
down  some  articles  for  the  ship;  left  the  boat  a  second  time 
in  company  with  the  steward,  and  returned  without  him ; 
again  quitted  the  mole,  and  when  near  the  Corner  of  the 


plnia,  met  a  gentleman  who  was  going  passenger  in  the 
ahip,  who  told  deponent  that  there  waa  a  quarrel  going  on 
between  the  Americans  and  the  Mexicans  upon  tho  mole; 
deponent  said  that  he  would  go  down  when  he  saw  the 

officer  of  the  boat,  but  not  seeing  the  officer,  joined  ths 


citizens  and  soldiers  of  the  place.  Deponent  want  direct- 
ly to  the  boat,  and  before  be  had  time  to  get  into  the  boat, 
and  whilst  standing  upon  the  mole  in  wailing  for  Samuel 
Molden  to  haul  up  the  boat,  that  he  might  get  into  bev, 
was  struck  by  a  soldier  or  some  other  person  of  the  coun- 
try with  a  stone  upon  the  bead,  which  knocked  him  down ; 
and  when  bia  hat  fell  into  the  water,  recovering  hi  much, 
be  jumped  into  tho  sea,  in  order  to  clear  himself  from  the  sol- 
diers and  others  by  whom  tbey  were  attacked,  and  succeed- 
ed in  getting  into  the  boat;  about  this  lime,  Mr.  Reo.sh.iw 
arrived  at  the  mole,  and  ordered  all  to  take  seats  in  th* 
boot,  and  six  of  the  boal'e  crew  and  the  two  steward*  obey- 
ed, leaving  tho  other  two  upon  the  mole,  who  were  badly 
wounded.  Soon  after,  Mr  Renshaw  ordered  deponent  and 
the  real  of  them  out  of  the  boat,  and  to  go  up  with 
him—all  obeyed— and  when  they  arrived  opposite  to  the 
guard- house,  were  told  to  go  in— ~und  there  deponent  Bnd 
aix  others  remained  for  the  night  and  next  day,  when  de- 
ponent and  Richard  Freeman  were  convey  to  the  hospital , 
there,  they  remained  about  two  weeks,  when  they 
taken  out  and  examined  by  some  Mexican, 
signed  a  paper  which  the  interpreter  told  him 
ahion  which  he  wa*  making  out  for  the  new  governor,  and 
who  also  told  him  that,  in  aboot  two  weeks,  they  would 
be  released  (a*  he  expected.)  In  the  couise  of  four  or 
five  days,  deponent,  Richard  Freeman,  Henry  Habeet,  and 
Samuel  Long,  who  were  now  in  the  hospital,  were  all 
veyed  to  a  prison  near  the  south  gate  of  tho  city ; 
they  remained  till  the  35lh  of  November, 
all  taken  out  and  delivered  over  to  the  chaq 
can  consul. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  paid  deponent  has  hereunto 
aet  hie  band  at  the  city  of  Vera  Crux,  this  third  dey  of 
January,  Anno  Domini,  1837. 

*         JAMES  HOVER,  his  +  mark. 

Before  me,  M.  BURKOUQH  C.  U.  S. 


CoxsruTE  of  tiz  U.  8.  or  Annate*, 

At  Vera  Cru. 

I,  M.  Burrough,  consul  of  the  United  Slates  of  Ai 
ea  at  Vera  Cruz,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing, 
subscribed  "James  Hover,"  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of 
the  original,  finding  place  in  my  consular  register,  letter 
C,  pp.  39,  30,  81. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  hereunto  affixed,  at 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  sixth  day  of  January,  A.  D., 
1837,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  60th.  M.  BURROUOH. 

Cossclatx  or  t«k  IT.  8  or  Aacaica, 

At  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 

Theee  are  to  certify  that  John  Davis,  mariner,  of  and 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates  ahip  Natchez,  W.  Mervine, 
commander,  and  one  of  the  boat'a  crew  of.aoid  ship  im- 
prisoned at  this  place  on  the  3d  day  of  November  last  put, 
did,  on  or  about  the  4th  of  December,  desert  from  the 
charge  of  this  consulate,  since  which,  he  has  not  returned, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  deposition  of  the  said  mariner 
doea  not  appear. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  aet  my  band  and 
affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  this  6th 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1837,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America  the  60th. 

M.  BURROUGH. 
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[25th  Cos*,  lrt  8cm. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 


I 


Name  of  claimant. 


1.  Mexican 

tiroore. 

2.  A.  P.  Choul 

lias  de  Man 


end  Ju- 


3.  Mrs.  Young 

4.  John  Jacob  Astor,  P.  P. 

Pone. 

6.  8.  O.  Arnold*.  Co.  Rich- 
ard J.  Arnold,  Rstclifle 
Hick*. 

6.  John  Mitchell  • 


7.  John  B.  Marie  - 

8.  Borie  tad  Laguerenne  - 

9.  T.  E.  Dudley  and  J.  C. 

Wilton. 

10. 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of. 


1 1.  Assignees  of  John  Coul- 
ter. 

I  2.  O.  G.  &  8.  Howland  • 
13.  Thomas  Wilton 


U. 


pany,  New  York. 


1816 
1817 


1817 
1818 

1821 


Not  mentioned.  The  claim- 
ant'a  letter  asking  the  inter- 
position of  the  GoTemmenf, 
ia  dated  June  8,  1824. 

Summer  of  1824 

November,  1824 

1824 

4th  January,  1825  - 

6th  September,  1826 

October,  1825 
1826 

Not  stated.  The  letter  of  the 
president  of  the  company  ask- 
ing the  interposition  of  the 
Government,  i* 
ruary  7,  1826. 


Name  of  the  vesssel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seized, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


The  claimants  i 

Santa  Fe,  and 
ronft -tested. 


Brig  CoBsack 

Specie  seized 


Coffee  and  provisions 
Illegal  exaction  of  duties 
Robbery  by  Indians  • 

Schooner  Scott  fired  upon  ar 
injured  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Quantity  of  brandies  seized 

White  wax  seized  - 
Fair 


Mi 


Amount  claimed. 


Not 


•  («) 


Brig  Liberty  stated  to  have 


Brig  Liberty 
been  illegally 


Value  of  property  lost 
*80,380  74J.  (J) 

Not  stated,  (c) 
Vessel  and  cargo  sold 
for  about  $40,000,  (d) 
#33,945.  (e) 


K788.  (/) 


Not  stated,  (g) 
#32,739  79.  (A) 
Not  stated.  (,) 


Not  stated.  (/) 

Not  stated.  (Ar) 

$10,000.  (/) 
Not  stated,  (m) 

Not  stated,  (n) 


(a)  This  ws«  an  association  of  individuals  that  furnished  Genrrt 
of  .Mexico,  which  amount  they  aver  has  never  been  repaid  them. 

(6)  The  claimants,  chiefs  of  a  hunting  expedition,  were,  with  their  followers,  arrested  by  the  i 
carried  into  Santa  Fe,  and,  without  trial,  imprisoned  and  otherwise  maltreated,  for  an  alleged  trespass  upon  tbe  i 
ions  of  Spain  in  that  quarter.    For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  case,  see  Wait's  Stste  Papers,  vol.  12,  page  43ft. 

(cj  The  claimant  is  the  widow  of  Colonel  Guilford  D.  Young,  who  waa  a  partisan  of  Mina,  and  was  killed 
serving  under  him  in  1817.    The  claim  is  understood  to  be  for  arrears  of  paj. 

(d)  One  of  tbe  pretexts  for  the  seizure  in  this  ciee  was  the  alleged  want  of  a  sea-letter.  The  seizure  took  place  at 
Mazallan,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico.  It  does  not  appear  whether  there  were  any  judicial  proceedings.'  A  decree 
of  the  Mexican  Government,  dated  27th  July,  1821,  directed  restitution  of  the  vessel,  but  the  decree  was  never  executed, 
and  no  compensation  for  the  loss  has  ever  been  received. 

(e)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Acapulco  laden  with  provisions,  arms,  dec;  upon  learning  which,  Iturbide  issued  two  edicts, 
one  dated  Chilpasingo,  20th  February,  the  other  Igunla,  4th  of  March,  1821,  directing  the  cargo  to  be  taken  for  his  use. 
On  the  1st  February,  1822,  tbe  regency  of  Mexico  decreed  indemnity,  which  was  to  be  received  in  part  from  the  Treas- 
ury of  Mexico,  and  tbe  residue  from  tbe  customs  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco.  A  part  of  tbe  amount  has  I 
and  the  claim  ia  for  the  balance. 

(/)  The  property  seized  on  tbe  road  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz  by  officers  of  tbe  Mexican  Government. 

(f )  The  goods  were  seized  upon  tbe  pretext  of  their  having  been  introduced  contrary  to  a  Mexican  Ian 
the  importation  of  such  articles.    The  claimant  says  that  he  waa  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  law. 

(A)  The  exaction  was  made  upon  a  quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  into  Alverado. 
(i)  The  claimants  were  robbed  of  a  part  of  their  property  by  the  Camenche  Indians  on  their  return  from  a  trading 
expedition  to  Mexico.    Original  papers  in  the  case  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett 

(/)  The  outrage  was  perpetrated  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  blockade  of  the  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Ullos. 
(A)  The  property  w  as  seized  upon  the  pretext  of  its  being  the  produce  of  Spain,  whereas  it  was  tbe  produce  of  France. 
(/)  Tbe  property  was  seized  at  Alvarado  upon  tbe  ground  of  its  being  of  Spanish,  whereas  it  was  of  Russian  origin, 
(m)  The  seizure  was  made  at  Brazos  Saniiugo,  the  port  or  harbor  of  Refugio  in  Mexico,  upon  tbe  ground  that  tbe 
wsel  was  not  provided  with  tbe  proper  consular  certificate*     All  the  papers  sent  to  the  legation  at  Mexico. 
All  the  original  pupers  in  this  case  having  been  aent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  tbe  particulars  of  it  cannot  be  i 
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25th  Com.  1st  Sim.] 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO — Continued. 


Name  of  the 


15.  S.  Russell  and  H.  Nixon 


16.  R  M.  Whitney  &  Co. 


17.  John  Andrewi 

18.  R.  W.  Meade  - 

19.  Pardon  C.  Green 

20.  W.  Massecolt- 


21. 


22. 


23.  John  Kennedy  and  F. 

E.  While. 

24.  Smith  *  Thompson  - 


Date  of  the  act  complained  of 


25. 


Cala 


26.  A.  Pell  &  Brother 

27.  William  H. 


28.  J.  K.  Weat 
29. 


Date  of  second  act  September, 
1826. 


Not  stated.  The  original  let- 
ter of  claimants  dated  Nov- 
ember 23,  1826. 

1827 

Not  staled  - 
January  1828 

Not  stated.  Claimant's  letter 
requesting  interposition,  da- 
ted May  19,  1828. 

May,  1829  - 


August,  1829 
August  3,  1829  - 
1829 

September,  1829 


Name  of  the 
ture  of  the  property  seized, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 


Brig  Delight.  Illegal  exac- 
tion of  duties  at  San  Bias, 
and  seizure  and  detention  of 
her  cargo 

Not 


1829 


r.  1 


Not 

February,  1832 


White  wax  seized  at  Alvarado 
Not 


Not 


Brig  Ann  detained  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  her  voyage  bro- 
ken up. 

Brig  William  seized  and  em- 
ployed as  a  transport. 

Brig  Urzula  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

Brig  Splendid  seized  and  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose. 

Schooner  Rebecca  and  Eliza 


1  in 


Quantity  of  types  taken  and 
destroyed  at  Tampico. 
iprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and 

his  vessel,  the 
Galaxy,  detained 


Not  stated,  (a) 
Not  staled,  (t) 


Not  slated,  (c) 
Not  stated.  (</) 
$9,678  71.  (e) 
$1,528.  (/) 


$ U.OOO.  (,) 

84,532.  (A) 
$2,005,wilh  interest.  (.*) 
Notatafd.  (*) 


Not 
sel    was  in 

$4,000.  (/) 
$600.  (m) 


Not 


00 


isr  Topaz  employed  as 
a  transport, 


Not  stated,  (o) 
$6,600.  (p) 


,fc>. 


at  Sisal  was  i 


of  an  alleged  want  of 


All  the 


Thsi 
to  Mr.  PoinMlt. 

!i)  All  the  papers  in  this  case  were  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett 
(e)  Tbs  property  wss  seized  at  Alvarado  on  the  ground  of  its  being  of  Spanish  origin,  whereaa  it  is  represented  to 
have  been  imported  into  New  York  from  St.  Petersburg,  and  thence  to  Alvarado.    There  seems  to  have  been  a  con- 
demnation by  a  tribunal. 

(<**)  Nothing  further  relative  to  this  case  can  be  ascertained  than  that  Mr.  Clay,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  dated  9th 
June,  1827,  instructs  him  to  give  the  claimant  such  assistance  as  he  might  deem  advisable. 

(e)  The  claim  in  this  case  is  for  supplies  furnished  the  Mexican  brig  of  war  Hermeon,  which  put  into  Key  West  in 
distress. 

(J)  The  papers  in  this  case  having  been  sent  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  letter  to  him  which  accompanied  them  is  the  only 
document  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  and  that  only  states  that  the  claimant  was  deprived  of  the  money  by  certain  irregu- 
lar and  unjust  proceedings  of  the  authorities  at  Sisal. 

(%)  It  is  stated  that  the  vessel  put  into  Vera  Cruz  in  distress,  and  that  the  amount  claimed  is  for  the  loss  sustained  in 
consequence  of  being  obliged  to  pay  duties  on  the  csrgo.  The  inferior  court  decided  in  favor  of  allowing  the  vessel  to 
depart,  but  the  authorities  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  Puebla,  whose  decision  does  not  appear. 

(A)  The  seizure  took  place  at  Vera  Cruz  during  the  Spanish  invasion,  and  the  vessel  was  constrained  to  carry  a  di- 
vision of  troops  to  Jaculata. 

(i)  No  further  particulars  respecting  this  case  epi>ear. 

(A)  The  vessel  was  employed  to  transport  troops  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Jaculata.  Original  papers  sent  to  the  legation 
at  Mexico. 

(/)  The  seizure  was  made  at  Tampico,  for  an  alleged  intent  to  supply  with  provisions  the  Spanish  invading  army, 
(m)  The  seizure  was  made  during  the  Spanish  invasion. 

(n)  The  claimant,  who  was  master  of  the  vessel,  was  imprisoned  six  weeks  for  no  apparent  cause. 

(o)  The  claim  in  this  case  is  for  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  Mr.  Uenera  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  when  Mr.  H.  was 
appointed  minister  to  the  United  States,  and  for  supplies  sent  to  Mexico  by  his  direction. 

(p)  The  captain  contracted  to  carry  150  soldiers  from  Matamoras  to  Galveston ;  on  the  passage  he  and  his  mate  were 
causelessly  murdered  by  the  soldiers,  md  the  vessel  taken  possession  of. 
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Mexican  Affairs. 


[25th  Cons.  1st  Sim. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO — Continued. 


Name  of  the  claimant. 

Date  of  the  act  complained  of. 

Name  of  the  Teasel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seised, 
or  of  the  act  complained  of. 

1 

Amount  claimed. 

30.  J.  W.  Breetliove,  and 

others. 

31.  E.  K.  Collins  - 

32.  Jackson  Marine  Insu- 

rance Company. 

33.  Aaron  Leggelt 

March  16,  1829  - 
8ince  April  5,  1832 

June  2  r,  1832 

1832 

Brig  General  Morales  seized 

and  detained  at  Vera  Cms. 
Discriminating  tonnage  duties 

exacted  in  contravention  of 

the  treaty. 
Schooner  Brazoria  seized  & 

employed  in  the  Mexican 

service. 

Steamboat  Hidalgo  seized  and 
employed  in  the  Meiiean 

$8,826.  (a) 
$6,000. 

$7,215.  (A) 

$786,507  72.  (c) 

(a)  The  venae!  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  16th  of  January,  1829,  with  no  cargo,  but  with  an  excess 
as  it  was  understood  that  she  was  to  be  sold  and  fitted  out  a>  a  privateer  in  the  Mexican  service.  In  the  night  of  (ho 
2d  of  February,  52  kegs  of  gunpowder  were  surreptitiously  introduced  on  hoard  of  her  from  a  schooner  just  arrived  from 
fcew  Orleans.  On  the  20lh  the  whole  of  the  powder  and  provisions  were  forcibly  seized  and  carried  from  the  vessel  by 
order  of  the  authorities  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  provisions  were  subsequently  restored  ;  and  as  the  vessel  could  not  be  sold 
for  the  purpose  for  which  she  hat*  been  destined,  she  was  cleared  out  for  New  Orleans  or.  the  16th  of  March.  On  the 
same  day,  after  she  had  been  cleared  out,  the  captain  of  the  port,  accompanied  by  about  thirty  men,  suddenly  repaired 
on  board  and  seized  the  vessel.    The  legality  of  the  seizure  was  contested  in  the  Mexican  courts,  who  eventually  de- 


1  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  the  vessel  was  restored  on  the  12th  of  October,  1830.  The  claim  is  for  the  deten- 
tion of  the  brig,  and  the  consequent  losses.  The  pretext  for  the'seizurc  was  her  having  the  gunpowder  on  board,  which 
was  contrary  to  the  Mexican,  laws. 

(o)  On  the  21st  of  June,  1832,  whilst  the  vessel  was  lying  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  she  was  seized  by  John  A 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and  employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahuac.    During  the 
ahe  was  m  much  injured  that  the  owners  abandoned  her  to  the  underwriters,  who  claim  the  amount  specified  of  the 
Mexican  Government 

(c)  On  the  18th  of  November,  1831,  the  clnimant  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  Mexican  State  of  Tabasco  the 

g»f  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  steamboats  on  the  waters  of  that  State  for  the  period  of  ten  years.  He  according- 
t  thither  a  steamboat  called  the  Hidalgo,  which  arrived  on  the  19th  of  June,  1832.  8he  was  to  be  employed 
in  transporting  logwood  to  the  coast,  and  the  claimant  had  entered  into  contracts  with  several  individuals  in  the 
interior  for  all  the  logwood  they  had  cut  down  in  1831,  and  might  cut  down  in  1832,  1833,  and  1834.  He  also 
purchased  and  chartered  several  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  logwood  away.  The  steamboat  commenced  her 
trips  on  the  28th  of  June,  1932,  by  going  down  the  river  to  Frontera,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  fort  there  was  taken  by  an 
invading  force  from  the  neighboring  States  of  Chiapas  and  Yucatan,  with  a  view  to  compel  Tabssco  to  recede  from  its 
declaration  in  favor  of  Santa  Anna.  The  garrison  retreated  into  the  town,  and  would  have  been  obliged  to 
had  not  the  Hidalgo  chanced  to  be  there ;  they  rushed  on  board  of  her,  and  forced  the  master  to  convey  thei 

to  the  capital  of  the  Stale.  On  the  2d  of  July,  Don  Mariana  Martinez,  the  commander-in-chief  of  Santa  Anna's 
in  that  quarter,  sent  an  order  to  the  commander  of  the  steamboat  to  hold  ber  at  bis,  the  commander's  disposal, 
and  the  order  was  accompanied  by  a  file  of  soldiers  to  enforce  it ;  and  on  the  6th  another  order  was  sent  requiring  the 
steamboat  to  be  employod  for  the  transportation  of  troops,  and  she  was  so  employed  from  the  30th  of  June  to  the  2d 
of  August,  1832  ;  and  the  ciptain  and  crew  were  obliged,  by  threats  of  personal  violence,  and  even  of  death,  to  i 


to  the  orders  of  the  officers  sent  on  board. 

This  detention  of  the  steamboat  was  the  primary  cause  of  all  the  subsequent  disasters  of  the  claimant.    The  vessels 
which  were  to  carry  away  the  tngwood  all  arrived  at  Tabasco  from  the  1 6th  of  June  to  the  5th  of  July ;  but  finding  no 
cargoes  ready  for  them,  that  the  steamboat  had  been  seized,  and  that  owing  to  the  distracted  state  of  the  country  it  was 
not  probable  that  cargoes  could  be  procured,  they,  early  in  August,  set  sail  for  the  ports  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
longed ;  and  the  captains  and  owners  of  the  vessels  have  since  demanded  of  the  claimant  the  penalties  of  the  charter 
parties,  which  he  has  paid  to  the  extent  of  his  means.   The  detention  of  the  steamboat  also  led  to  the  loss  of  the  profits 
which  the  claimant  reasonably  expected  to  derive  from  the  contracts  referred  to.    Her  employment,  too,  in  the  service 
of  Santa  Anna  eventually  led  to  her  loss:  for,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1*132,  having  stopped  at  Jonuta,  she  suddenly 
filled  '.vi  h  water  and  sunk  ;  the  claimant  thereupon  proceeded  to  Laguna,  in  Yucatan,  to  get  persons  to  assist  in  raising 
her.  On  his  arrival,  he  was  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the  commandant  general  of  the  place,  who,  when  informed 
of  his  object,  refused  himself  to  aid  the  claimant,  and  forbade  the  inhabitants  of  Laguna  from  succoring  him,  alleging, 
as  a  reason,  that  the  steamboat  had  been  the  cause  of  the  victory  of  Santa  Anna's  party  on  the  25th  July.  The 
schooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  seized  and  compelled  to  transport  troops  of  the  party  opposed  to 
San tii  Anna.    After  her  release,  she  was  again  seized  by  a  magistrate  of  Santa  Anna'a  party,  because  of  having  been 
employed  in  the  service  of  his  adversaries ;  the  captain  was  put  in  the  stocks,  and  the  vessel  finally  became  unseaworthy 
in  consequence  of  her  detention.    The  brig  John,  belonging  to  the  claimant,  was  also  detained  by  officers  of  Santa 
Anna's  party,  an  J  the  captain  imprisoned.    Dennis  Gahagan,  one  of  the  claimant's  agents,  was  likewise  imp 
a  large  sum  in  specie  was  extorted  from  the  claimant  by  the  military  officers  at  San  Juan  Bautista,  in  August, 
The  losses  brought  upon  the  claimant  by  the  incidents  above  detailed,  were  the  proximate  cause  of  the  benkrup 
the  commercial  house  of  which  he  was  a  partner,  in  New  York. 


; 

of 
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Mexican  Affairs. 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXIUO-Continued. 


Name  of  the  claimant. 

Date  of  the  act  complained  of 

Name  of  the  veeael,  and  na- 
ture of  the  properly  seized,  or 
of  the  act  complained  of. 

34.  William  McKeigo 

35.  New  York  State  Marine 

Insurance  Company  ; 
Commercial  Insurance 
Company ;  Union  In- 
surance Company. 

36.  ThoraM  Early,  Prancia 

Early,  Rufus  Turn  age, 
Albert  G.  Pugua. 

37.  A.  de  0.  8anlangelo  - 
98.  Peter H urrnony ,  Le  Roy, 

Bayard,  &  Co. 
39.  Peter  Harmony 

April  2,  1824 
May  2,  1832 

May,  1836  - 

25th  June,  1836 
October,  1822 

Same 

Brig  Industry 
Brig  Ophir  - 

The  Schooner  Martha  aeixed 
and  condemned,  &  the  claim- 

Unjustly  At  illegally  banished 
Specie  seized  on  the  way  from 

Mexico  to  Verm  Crua. 
^jirfls                     •  • 

$11,006  66.  (a) 
Not  elated.     Value  of 
vc*scl  supposed  to  be 

$20,000.  (A) 

Not  etatcd.  (r) 

$100,000.  (d) 
$18,000.  (e) 

$6,687.  (/) 

(a)  On  the  1 0th  March,  1 834,  the  captain,  who  ia  the  claimant,  applied  at  the  custom-bouse  in  Tabasco  for  a  clear- 
ance, but  waa  informed  that  the  district  judge  had  attached  the  vessel  upon  the  pretest  that  the  foreacuttle  was  not  sealed 
when  abe  armed.  On  the  12th,  the  captain  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  thirteen"  days,  and  was  only  released  upon 
the  condition  of  paying  Rogaa,  the  district  judge,  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  He  then  applied  for  a  clearance, 
which  was  refused,  unless  ho  would  pay  a  further  sum  of  fifty  ounces  in  gold.  On  the  2d  of  April,  after  being  again 
Arretted  ami  harassed  for  a  pretended  debt  due  one  of  his  crew,  he  again  applied  for  a  clearance,  which  was  granted  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  collector.  He  set  out  with  the  vessel,  but  was  ordered  back  by  the  judge,  who  declared  he 
should  not  go  until  ha  paid  the  fifty  ounces  of  gold.  The  v«s»ct  was  then  abandoned,  anal  the  judge  sold  her  and  her 
cargo  and  pocketed  the  proceeds. 

(A)  About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  Ut  of  May,  1835,  the  vessel  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Campeche.  About 
noon  she  was  visited  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  health  officer*,  to  whom  the  captain  exhibited  his  list  of  crew,  the 
triplicate  invoices  of  the  cargo,  and  the  triplicate  general  manifest.  The  interpreter  informed  the  captain  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  carry  the  invoices  only  to  the  custom-house.  The  master  then  went  ashore  with  the  captain  of  the  port 
in  his  boat,  and  presented  the  invoices  at  the  custom  house.  A  young  man  ^just  beginning  to  learn  English  acted  aa 
interpreter.  The  collector  immediately  addressed  a  written  complaint  to  the  district  judge,  st.iting  that  the  captain  had 
not  presented  the  triplicate  general  manifests  required  by  law  to  be  given  aboard  the  vessel  whilst  in  the  act  of  anchor- 
ing, and  that  he  had  stated  that  he  had  not  made  out  such  manifests,  the  captain's  answer  being  mistaken  or  misinter- 
preted. The  captain,  suspecting  that  it  was  intended  to  ensnare  him,  set  out  on  his  return  to  his  vessel,  but  owing  to 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  did  not  find  her  till  next  rooming.  He  presented  his  gen- 
eral manifest  to  the  revenue  officer  on  board,  who  sent  it  to  the  custom  house.  On  the  same  day  (2d.  May)  the 
was  boarded  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  her  sails  carried  on  shore,  an  armed  guard  placed  on  board*  and  she  condem 

(c)  The  vessel  arrived  at  Galveston  bay  on  the  3d  of  May,  1835,  and  came  to  anchor  under  the  stern  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government  schooner  Montezuma.  An  officer  from  her  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  examined  the  papers,  and 
complained  that  the  passengers  hud  no  passports,  and  that  there  were  articles  on  board  not  included  in  the  manifest.  A 
guard  of  twelve  men  was  then  sont  to  the  Martha.  Some  of  the  passengers  having  been  invited  by  tho  pilot  of  the  port 
to  go  ashore  next  day  to  bunt,  two  or  three  of  thorn  were  loading  their  guns  in  the  cabin  to  be  in  readiness  the  next 
morning,  when  one  of  the  guards  looking  down  and  seeing  them  reported  the  circumstance.  Two  boats  were  itnmeth 
ately  sent  from  the  Montezuma  to  the  Martha,  all  the  passengers  forced  into  them,  carried  to  the  Montezuma  and  con- 
fined under  the  hatches.  Tho  next  morning  the  Lieutenant  Commandant  went  with  some  of  his  men,  provided  with 
crowbars,  adzes,  axes,  &c  and  searched  tho  Martha,  breaking  open  the  barrels  aud  boxes ;  after  which  they  returned, 
released  the  passengers,  and  seat  them  back  to  their  own  vessel ;  though  the  passengers,  who  had  saddles  on  board  for 
their  own  use,  had  them  taken  from  them  under  plea  that  they  were  new  and  had  not  been  used.  On  the  6th  of  May 
the  Lieutenant  Commandant  again  repaired  on  board  the  Martha,  snd  after  searching  the  passengers'  trunks,  took  all 
their  arms  from  them  and  put  them  in  his  boat.  He  then  called  up  the  black  steward  of  the  Martha  and  told  biro  to 
point  out  those  of  the  pasaen^era  who  were  concerned  in  loading  the  guns  on  the  evening  of  the  3d.  When  the  Stew- 
ard had  pointed  them  out,  the  Lieutenant  said  that  he  was  going  to  make  the  Martha  a  prize,  and  lo  take  the  four  pas- 
sengers pointed  out  by  the  steward  prisoners  to  Vera  Cruz.  They  were  consequently  ordered  into  the  boat  and  taken 
on  board  the  Montezuma.  The  next  day  the  other  passengers  were  sent  under  the  charge  of  an  officer  lo  Anahuse  and 
there  released.  On  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz  the  Montezuma  slopped  at  Matamonu,  and  in  consequence  of  the  orgent 
solicitations  and  remonstrance  of  our  consul  there,  the  four  Americans  confined  on  board  were  liberated.  The  Martha 
was  taken  to  Vera  Cruz,  tried  and  condemned. 

(J)  The  person  in  question  was  ordered  to  leave  Mexico  in  three  days,  upon  a  charge  of  having  published  an  article  in 
wT'T"  .n.mudvorUng  upon      ,dministr,tion  0f  President  Santa  Anna.    He  claims  the  amount  specified  for  lease* 
sustained  m  <-on»c<iu«nce  Qf  tfl0  * 

rouLd%"*ru!l  to  h!TZ0ted  W  |UVC  bee°  ****  hj  °ff,CCM  °f  UurtMe*  •nJ  ,h°  m°"e7  10  h"ve  be°"  conied  10 
CO  A  limit**  rase  to  the  preceding- 
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Mexican  Affair*.  [25th  Co.to.  let  Sssa. 


C  LAI  MS  ON  MEXICO-Continued. 


Nsnw  of  Ihc  claimant. 

Date  of  the  act  complained  of 

Name  of  the  vessel,  and  na- 
ture of  the  property  seized, 

Amount  claimed. 

4  A      \f  ^.r  ssi.»*aB*1 

41.  Not  tU ted 

42.  Heirs  of  James  P.  Wal- 

lace. 

43.  J.  F  Land  - 

44.  ... 
48.  ... 

Aft      lnKn  R.I.U,,, 

1  Q1A 

1886          -                  •  - 

1825 
1836 

te.ifi 

1830 
1881 

4at,.t«  rtrtr          IT  annak    V  1 1  v  isl  te>f  It 

ocfioonrr  nan  nan  Cjiittiuciii  - 
Brig  Jane,  acbooner  Compeer, 

BTi'j  omer  niercoani  vessels 

of  the  United  State*. 
Forty  casks  of  brandy 

Mule*  on  board  brig  Jane 
Schooner  Eclipee 

—                   —  — 

Not  atated.  (ft) 

(0 

Not  atated.  («) 
Not  stated,  (f) 

(a)  The  captain  end  crew  of  this  vessel,  together  with  live  person*,  passengers  in  her,  were  seized  at  Matagorda,  in 
Texas,  and  carried  to  Matamoras  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo.  The  Bravo  ia  abo  represented  to  have  tired 
upon  the  Hannah  and  Elizabeth. 

(6)  Detained  by  the  authorities  of  Matamoras  in  violation  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty. 

(e)  The  property  was  shipped  at  New  Orleena  on  board  of  the  United  States  merchant  schooner  Felix,  which  was 
captured  by  a  Mexican  cruiser. 

(d)  Detained  ut  Tabusco. 

(c)  Wrecked  on  the  Mexican  coast. 

(/)  Personal  injuries  at  Minolitlan,  in  Mexico. 

Note. — Thore  nre-  other  claims  which  were  presented  to  the  Mexican  Government  by  tbe  R»>prefcntative  of  tbe 
United  States  without  waiting  for  the  directum,  of  the  Department. 


UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Me  stage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  i 
House  of  Reprttenlatives,  transmitting  the  information  I 
required  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
upon  the  suhject  of  the  condition  of  the  political  rela- 
tions beiiveen  the  United  States  and  Mexico;  also,  on 
the  condition  of  Texas. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates.- 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  17th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with  tho  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
W Aim  koto*,  January  85,  1837. 


Dkpabtmk*t  or  8t*tk, 

Washington  January  26,  1837.  « 

Tbe  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tho  17th  in- 
stant, requesting  the  President  to  Isy  before  that  House,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  any  information 
in  his  possession,  showing  the  condition  of  the  political  re- 
lations bet  ween  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and,  also, 
any  further  information  that  he  may  have  received  on  the 
condition  of  Texas,  has  the  honor  herewith  to  communi- 
cate copies  of,  and  extracts  from,  such  papers  in  this  De- 
partment as  are  deemed  necessary  to  show  the  present  state 
of  the  political  relations  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Mexican  republic.  Since  the  return  of  the  agent  who  was 
sent  to  inquire  into  tbe  condition  of  Texas,  no  additional 
information  has  been  received  on  that  subject.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  FOR8YTH. 

To  the  Pbesidsxt  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  June  23,  1836.— 
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Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  12,  1836.— Extract. 
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Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  3,  1836. 
General  Gomez  to  Mr.  Robertson,  May  8,  1836. 
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Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez,  May  5,  1636. 
General  Gomes  to  Mr.  Robertson,  Msy  6,  1836.  Trans 
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Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomes,  May  6,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  14,  1886.  Translation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  16,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  June  21,  1836.  Translation. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  June  25,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Robertson ,  June  29,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  July  16,  1836. 
Mr.  Butlrr  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  March  8,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Butler,  March  16,  1S36. 
U  tion. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  July  20,  1836. 
Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  May  18,  1839. 
The  aame  to  the  tame,  June  6,  1836.— Extract. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  the  some,  October  11,  1836. 
The  same  lo  Mr.  Moiuslerio,  September  26,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  3,  1836. 
tion. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  4,  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  8,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  13,  1830.  Tisns- 
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to  Mr.  Monaslerio,  September  lo,  1836. 
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Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  SI,  1896.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellw  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  September  30,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  27,  1836.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  1 1,  1836.— Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  October  25,'  1836. 
The  aame  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  20,  1836. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  21,  1886.  Trans- 
lation. 

Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  10,  1886. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  November  4K  1836. 
The  same  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  3,  1836.— Extract. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  9,  1836. — Extract. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  10,  1836. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  December  14,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  21,  1836. 
Mr.  Perrine  to  Mr.  Ellis,  September  4,  1836. 
Mr.  Burrough  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  November  22,  1836. 
The  same  to  the  same,  December  1,  1836. — Extract. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  September  7,  1836. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  20,  1836. 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  October  15,  1836. 
Mr.  Barroogh  to  Mr.  Ellis,  October  8,  1836 
Mr.  Bltis  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  October  14,  1830. 
Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis,  December  9,  1838.— Extract. 
Mr.  Eltts  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  January  12,  1837. 


Mr.  EUis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract. 

LtGATIOIt  OF  THE  UxiTSD  8TATRS, 

Afexico,  June  23,  1836. 

From  the  enclosed  papers,  (B,)  you  will  see  the  evasive 
and  unsatisfactory  answer  given  to  my  note  of  the  SUlh  ul- 
demandtng  satisfaciiuu  of  this  Government  for  the 
committed  on  the  American  flag,  in  the  capture  of 
the  Hannah  Elizabeth  by  the  General  Bravo,  and  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers. 

These  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression  are  daily  perpe- 
trated on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  every  succeed- 
ing application  for  redress  is  met  with  cokl  neglect,  and,  no 
doubt,  with  a  secret  determination  to  commit  similar  of- 
fence*, seeing  that  tbey  have  heretofore  done  so  with  entire 
impunity.  If  a  satisfactory  explanation  is  uot  given  of  this 
affair  in  a  short  time,  I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  com- 
municate, in  the  roost  decisive  manner,  to  the  Mexican 
Government,  the  unalterable  purpose  of  the  United  States 

not  to  submit  to  these  reiterated  agressions  upon  the  per- 

•       •  • 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 

Lioitiom  or  thic  U.  S.  of  America, 

Mexico,  May  30,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  present  hid  compliments  to 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  begs  leave  to  call 
hia  attention  to  the  capture  of  an  American  venae!  by  the 
Mexican  armed  vessel  General  Bravo,  in  the  port  of  Mata-  | 
gorda,  in  the  month  of  November  last.  The  Hannah 
Elizabeth,  of  New  Orleans,  sailed  from  that,  port  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1835,  bound  to  Matagorda,  Texas;  and 
on  the  t8lh  of  the  same  month,  she  stranded  on  the  bar,  in 
attempting  to  enter  the  bay  of  Matagorda.  While  in  this 
unfortunate  condition,  she  wan  fired  into  by  the  Mexican 
srmcd  vessel  of  wsr  General  Bravo,  boarded  by  twenty 
armed  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  officers,  who 
forcibly  look  the  captain,  crew,  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck  on  board  the  bra<*o,  when  they  were  chained  in  the 
hold  of*  that  vessel  until  their  arrival  in  Matagorda,  on  the 


landed  in  a  neke.l. 


2d  of  December,  1335.  They  were  then  lar 
feeble  condition,  and  placed  under  a  guard  of  soldiers  at  the 
Bravo  de  Santiago,  pillaged  of  their  clothes,  after  having 
been  on  short  allowance,  during  their  imprisonment  on  boarJ 
the  General  Bravo. 

In  a  time  of  profound  peace  the  Hannah  Elizabeth  was 
sailing  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful  trade,  under  the  protection 
of  the  flag  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  Power,  and  she  bad 
every  reason  to  calculate  on  the  hospitality  of  the  Mexican 
Government  and  people,  and  more  especially  when  it  was 
known  she  was  in  distress.  The  violence  offered  to  her, 
under  such  circumstances,  I  am  well  persuaded,  is  an  act 
of  injustice  committed  without  the  knowledge  of  this  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  I  have  too  high  a  respect  for  its  character  to 
suppose,  for  a  single  moment,  it  will  sanction  an  outrage 
directly  in  opposition  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  subsisting  between  the  two  republics.  I  have 
been  informed  the  crew  and  passengers  have  been  set  at 
liberty  ;  but  I  have  not  been  advised  of  the  release  of  the 
captain  of  the  Hannah  Elizabeth.  I  then,  in  compliance 
with  instructions  from  my  (Jovernment,  demand  the  imme- 
diate release  of  this  individual,  ample  damages  for  the 
illegal  detention  of  himself,  crew,  and  passengers,  and  an 
apology  for  the  insult  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  by 
th«  firing  of  the  General  Bravo  upon  the  Hann.ih  Elizabeth. 

The  undersigned  embraces  the  present  occasion  to  offer 
to  his  excellency  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  the 
assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Excellency 

The  AcTine  MiwisTta  or  Foaxias  Arvims. 


to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.] 

Palace  or  the  National  GoTsnjrxxsT, 

Mexico,  June  10,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  charged  with  the  despatch 
of  the  Department  of  Relations,  has  the  honor  to  inform 
Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  he  has  this  day  conveyed  to  the 
Secretory  of  War,  with  a  view  to  his  suitable  advice,  his 
note  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  capture  of  the 
American  barque  Hannah  Eliialteth  by  the  Mexican,  call- 
ed General  Bravo;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  undersigned 
receives  a  reply,  he  will  make  it  known  to  Mr.  Ellis,  to 
whom,  in  the  interim,  be  renews  the  assurances  of  his 
very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  Mr.  PowBATAJt  Ellis, 

Charge  d" Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 


Palacb  or  t»e  National  Govebrmskt, 

Mexico,  June  17,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Re- 
lations, charged  with  its  despatch,  has  the  honor  to  enclose 
to  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  a  copy  of  the  official  note 
which  he  has  received  from  the  Minister  of  War,  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  capture,  of  the  American  schooner  Hannah 
Elizabeth  by  the  Mexican  General  Bravo,  on  which  sub- 
ject Mr.  Ellis  treated  in  his  note  of  the  30th  ultimo;  the 
undersigned  availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  renew- 
ing to 


JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis, 
Charge"  a*  Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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Mr.  Thrnei  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
[Translation.] 

TBI  8KCBBTABT  OF  Wl»  ABB  MaBINE, 

Mexico,  June  15,  1836. 

To  the  official  note  of  yoor  excellency  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, upon  the  reclamation  which  the  charge-  d'affaires  of 
the  United  State*  of  America  has  made  for  the  occurrence 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Matagorda,  towarda  the  close  of 
the  year  laat  past,  between  our  vessel  of  war  «'  General 
Bravo"  and  the  North  American  trader  "  Hannah  Eliza- 
beth, "  1  have  the  honor  to  reply  by  raying,  that  the  com- 
mandant general  of  N.  Leon  and  Tamaulipao  has  been 
this  day  instructed  to  communicate  a  summary  of  the 
whole  transaction,  in  order  that  th< 
visions  may  be  decreed,  with  a  view  to 
more  the  good  friendship  between  our  Government  and 
that  of  the  United  States.  I  reiterate  to  jou  the  protesta- 
tions of  my  consideration. 

God  and  Liberty.  TORNEL. 

The  Chief  Clerh  tn  the  Deportrncni  of  Relations. 

Copy  :  Mexico,  June  17,  1836. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 

|  • 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forty th.— Extract. 
Leo iTi oh  or  rut  United  States  or  Amebic*, 

Mexico,  July  13,  1836. 
On  Tuesdoy  the  14th  ultimo,  his  excellency  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  called  on  tne  and  expressed  his 
surprise  that  an  American  squad  ion  should  have  made  its 
appearance  off  the  bar  of  Santa  Anna  de  Tamaulipas, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the 
authorities  of  that  place  for  a  supposed  insult  offered  to  the 
American  consul  and  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Jefferson,  when  the  Government  of  the  United 
State*  bad  an  accredited  diplomatic  agent  residing  in  the 
Mexican  capital.  I  replied  that  I  had  not  been  apprised 
of  the  arrival  at  Tampico  of  an  American  squadron,  and 
could  not,  therefore,  pretend  to  state  the  object  of  ita  visit. 
Aa  I  could  not  give  bim  a  aatisfactory  i  \p]ann!ion  of  the 
object  of  such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  public  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  the  conversation  closed  by  his 
stating  that  he  would  address  me  a  note  on  the  subject, 
and  my  reply  that  it  would  afford  mc  great  pleasure  to  give 
all  his  communicationa  the  roost  prompt  consideration. 

Previous  to  this  interview,  I  had  received  from  our  con- 
sul at  Tampico  a  full  statement  of  the  alleged  outrage  com- 
plained of  by  Captain  Jackson,  of  the  United  8tatea  schoon- 
er Jefferson.  I  cannot  well  conceive  of  a  more  insulting 
nnd  humiliating  Indignity  offered  to  the  flag  of  a  friendly 
Power  than  that  manifested  in  the  seizure  and  imprison- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  boat's  crew,  when  that 
officer  landed  under  orders  to  commnnicate  with  the  Ameri- 
can consul.  The  paper  mnrked  A,  contain*  all  the  fact* 
in  reference  to  the  improper  conduct  of  the  commandant 
general  at  Tampico ;  and  that  marked  B,  the  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Monasterio  and  myself,  in  which  it  wilt 
be  seen  this  (Jovornment  disavows  the  illegal  and  offensive 
acts  of  that  officer,  and  has  removed  him  from  office,  with 
that  his  conduct  shall  be  investigated  by  a 


fender,  if  found  guilty. 

These  concessions,  in  that  spirit  of  friendship  and  for- 
bearance which  the  United  States  have  always  shewn, 
with  no  other  disposition  than  to  cultivate  the  most  amica- 
ble relations  with  this  country,  I  have  been  induced  to  re- 
ceive as  a  satisfaction  for  the  injury  complained  of  in  my 
not*  addressed  to  Mr.  Monasterio  on  the  19th  ultimo.  A  a 
Captain  Jackson  did  not,  nor  ask  permission  to,  enter  the 
port  of  Tampico  with  the  vessel  under  bis  command,  I 
avoided  opening  the  question  of  the  right  of  this 
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Government  to  inhibit,  under  existing  circumstances,  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  to  enter  ihetr  ports 


Hon.  Jon 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 


Commodore  DaUat  to  Mr.  Robertson. 
Uititxd  States  Fbigatb  Constellation, 

Fentacola  Bay,  April  26,  183d. 
8ik  :  Captain  Jackson,  commanding  the  United  States 
revenue  cutter  Jefferson,  acting  with  the  squadron  under 
my  command,  visits  Tampico  and  the  coast  of  Mexico,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering,  if  necessary,  every  assistance  in 
his  power  to  our  commerce. 

Any  information  you  may  give  him  conducive  to  that 
object  will  be  acceptable,  and  oblige 

Your  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

To  Geobsk  R.  Robertson,  Esq., 
U.  S.  Consul,  To 


American  Consulate, 

Tampico,  May  3,  1836. 

Sib  :  In  presenting  you  this  morning  the  lieutensnt  of 
the  United  Slates  cutler  schooner  Jefferson,  which  arrived 
off  the  bar  this  morning,  the  subject  of  the  right  of  ber 
coming  over  the  bar  was  discussed,  in  which  you  observed 
that  she  could  not  be  allowed  to  come  in,  unless  she  want- 
ed supplies,  or  was  in  distress. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  know  from  yon, 
that  in  case  the  said  vessel  should  choose  to  make  the  at- 
tempt to  cross  the  bar,  whether  any  obstructions  would  be 
made  on  your  parti 

An  early  answer  to  this  communication  will  confer  a 
favor  on  Your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Don  Gaxnoaio  Gomex, 

Military  Commandant. 


to  Mr .  Robertson. 
[Translation.] 
Santa  Anna  de  Taxaclipas, 

May  8,  1836. 

I  reply  to  your  note  of  the  3d  instant,  in  order  to  inform 
you,  as  I  verbally  communicated  to  the  lieutenant  of  the 
armed  schooner  Jefferson,  that  I  would  not  allow  the  said 
vessel  of  war,  nor  any  other  of  any  nation,  to  enter,  unless 
in  case  of  urgent  need  of  repairs;  il  you  should,  as  you 
hint  in  your  aforesaid  note,  endeavor  to  enter,  I  have  the 
means  of  sustaining  the  honor  of  the  nation,  which  would 
be  outraged  by  such  a  proceeding.  It  appear*  to  me  very 
strange  that  you  aboold  make  such  n  declaration.  This  1 
aay  in  reply  to  your  note  of  this  day,  which  has  induced 
my  resolution. 

God  and  liberty.  GREGORIO  GOMEZ. 

To  Geobob  R.  Robbbtson,  Esq., 
Cotuul  of  the  V.  8.  of  North  America  in  thit  port. 

Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomez. 

American  Consulate, 

Tampico,  May  4,  1836. 
Si  a  i  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
youi  official  note  of  yesterday,  and  observe  by  it*  contents 
that  a  very  great  mistake  was  made  by  the  translator  of  nir 
letter  from  English  to  Spanish,  of  the  word  "  atentado." 
It  was  never  intended  to  be  used  by  me,  and,  as  a  proof 
of  which,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  note  in  English. 
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Mexican  Affairs. 


With  reaped  to  the  subject  of  my  communication  of 
yesterday  „  I  beg  to  inform  you  ihtt  an  American  man-of- 
war  ha*  been  sent  for,  at  the  request  of  the  American  mer- 
chants, and  one  that  could  cro*.i  the  has ;  and  the  fact  of 
your  preventing  her  from  enuring  the  river,  I  cannot  but 
view  aa  an  act  in  hoitility  to  the  present  friendship  and 
good  understanding  which  e  title  between  the  two  countries. 
7  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  Gen.  Gxtoonio  Goxxx,  &.c. 


Mr.  Robert-ton  to  Mr.  EiUt. 
CoRsrtsTiar  tbi  U.  8.  op  Ambbtcs. 

Tampieo,  May  ft,  1836. 

8m:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  8d  instant,  the 
United  8tates  schooner  cutter  Jefferson,  Captain  Jackson, 
anchored  off  this  port  direct  from  Pensacola,  having  been 
sent  here  by  order  of  Commodore  Dallas.  Whim  the  ves- 
sel first  appeared  off,  a  signal  was  made  that  she  waa  of  a 
suspicious  character,  which  appeared  lo  create  some  alarm. 
A  short  time  after,  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  cutter  came 
up  and  presented  his  tetters  to  me,  not,  however,  without 
an  officer  at  bis  side  to  present  him  to  the  military  chief, 
Don  Gregorio  Gomez.  At  the  time  of  presenting  the  lieu- 
tenant, the  commandant  received  a  note  from  the  bar,  in 
which  he  observed  that  the  lieutenant  bad  said  that  the 
schooner  was  coming  into  the  river.  I  observed  that  Cap- 
tain Jackson  had  not,  in  his  note  to  me,  expressed  any 
such  wish,  thinking  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  ask 
permission  for  a  friendly  flag  to  enter  the  river.  He  replied 
that  he  would  not  permit  her  to  come  in ;  after  which,  I 
addressed  him  a  note.  Copies  of  our  correspondence  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

It  appears  that,  after  I  had  presented  the  lieutenant  as  en 
American  officer,  my  assertion  was  not  believed,  for  they 
not  only  doubled  their  guards,  but  sent  about  fifty  men  lo 
the  entrance  of  the  river;  which  has  created  double  the 
hostile  feeling  againrt  the  Americana  that  previously  ex- 
isted, the  first  cause  of  which  I  attribute  to  the  present  war 
in  Texas.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  this  vessel  has  been 
treated  more  like  an  enemy  than  a  friend.  I  beg  that  this 
subject  may  be  presented  to  this  Government  without  de- 
lay, and  to  know  if  United  8tatea  vessels  of  war  shall  be 
debarred  from  coming  into  port.  I  have  frequently,  at  the 
request  of  the  American  merchants  in  this  place,  written 
to  Pensacola  for  amall  vessels  of  war  that  could 


bar,  in  order  to  give  better  protection  to  the  American  com- 
merce in  case  of  need.  Thie  vessel  has  been  sent  for  that 
object;  but  it  seems  that  the  military  commandant  has 
taken  it  aa  an 

cordiogly- 

As  this  country  has  been  so  often  the  scene  of  civil  war- 
litre,  it  ia  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  ia  not  in  their  power 
at  all  times  to  give  that  protection  to  foregn  commerce 
which  i*  required:  so  that,  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  if  vessels 
of  war  are  debarred  from  coming,  we  are  naturally  left  with- 
out any  protection  whatever. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from 
Lieutenant  Osborn,  of  the  schooner  Jefferson,  who  came 
on  shore  yesterday,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  ha  and 
his  boat's  crew  were  grossly  insulted,  by  being  imprisoned, 
and  myself  treated  in  a  manner,  as  a  public  agent,  that 
no  Government  ought  to  allow.  I  have  resided  in  this 
country  as  American  consul  for  twelve  years  past,  and  this 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  had  any  dispute  with  the  au- 
thorities of  the  place,  and  I  attribute  the  whole  to  the  exist- 
ing warfare  now  raging  in  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  vary  obedient,  humble 
servant,  GEO.  R.  ROBERTSON. 

To  P.  Emm,  Ei 


United  States 


Lieutenant  Osborn  to  Mr.  Robert  ton. 

Tin  r ico,  May  6,  ll 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  left  the 
schooner  Jefferson  this  morning,  by  orders  or  Captain  Jack - 
son,  to  communicate  with  you ;  that  on  our  arrival  in  the 
river,  I  was  put  in  custody  of  an  officer,  and  aent  to  the 
town.  On  our  arrival,  I  waa  taken  to  a  house  in  front  of 
the  river,  where  I  bad  been  but  a  short  time  before  your 
arrival.  When  in  the  actof  speaking  to  you,  I  understood 
the  officer  whom  I  was  with  to  say  that  you  could  not 
speak  with  me.  That  I  was  marched  to  the  house  of  the 
military  commandant,  and  there  examined ;  and  afterwards 
waa  told  that  I  could  go  and  see  my  consul.  My  boat's 
crew  informed  me  thst,  during  my  aUence,  they  were  put 
in  prison,  and  there  detained  for  a  length  of  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  OSBORN. 
3a*  Lieut.  V.  S.  < 

To  GkOBSK  R.  RoBRBTSOX, 

United  State*  Contul,  Tampieo. 

Mr.  Robert  ton  to  General  Gomez. 

Aubbicab  Coxbulatc, 

Tampieo,  Mag  6,  1836. 

8:» :  The  object  of  the  preeent  communication  is  to  re- 
quire from  yon  immediate  satisfaction  for  the  very  gross 
insult  offered  to  the  American  flag,  and  to  myself,  as  con- 
sul of  the  United  States. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  host  belonging  to  the  United  Stau* 
ach>ncr  Jefferson,  the  lieutenant  wni  taken  prisoner,  and 
myself  not  allowed  to  apeak  to  him  ;  the  boat's  crew  were 
put  in  prison  during  the  pleasure  of  the  officer  who  put 
them  there. 


an 


To  avoid  further  dispute  respecting  thi*  ve*sil,  I  request 


Your  very  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  R.  ROBERT80N. 
To  Gen.  Gaioonio  Gonaz, 

Commanding  thie  Department. 


) 

Samta  Abba  db  Tavavlifas, 

May  6,  1836. 

My  aid -de-camp.  Mr.  Alexander  Vanlac,  by 
has  given  you  satiafaction  for  what  you  demand  reclama- 
tion as  an  insult,  but  which  was  only  a  precaution  on 
the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  bar.  In  the  act,  suitable 
orders  sre  given  by  which  the  officer  and  crew  may  freely 
communicate  with  this  place,  as  my  aforesaid  aid  baa  given 
you  lo  understand ;  this  haughty  official  call  appearing  to 
me,  after  I  had  given  you  verbal  satiafaction,  superabun- 
dant, wasting  time,  and  giving  scope  to  disagreeable  dis- 
putes, which  I  hope  you  will  now  shun,  as  the  neceasity 
for  them  is  at  an  end,  since  I  perceive  they  were  sought  by 
you  only  as  motives  for  discord  and  disagreement  by  which 
to  provoke  theee  communications,  and  which  ultimately  will 
weigh  against  yourself ;  inasmuch  as  I  find  myself  in  a 
situation  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  nation  which  I  repre- 
sent, whilat  you  have  on  open  door  through  which  to  run 
to  your  Government  in  case  you  believe  yourself  at  fault  ia 
any  particular. 

This  I  say  to  you  in  reply  to  your  lsst  note  on  the  sub- 
ject.   God  and  liberty. 

GREGORIO  GOMEZ 
To  the  Cobbul  of  the  United 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  $  Seaton's  Register. 


233 


Mexican  Affairs. 
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Mr.  Robertson  to  General  Gomes. 

AwSBlCAX  Co*BUL4TK, 

Tamp'ieo,  May  5,  1836. 

8ib  :  When  our  correspondence  commenced  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Uniloil  Slates  schooner  of  war  Jefferson  appear- 
ing off  this  port,  I  did  not  anticipate  far  a  moment,  that 
any  word  or  expression  would  be  used  that  could  possibly 
give  offence  on  either  side. 

I  waa  entirely  unaware  that  the  royal  order  of  the  13 lb 
of  June,  1771,  was  in  force  in  this  port,  particularly  as  I 
have  myself  aeen  both  British  and  American  vessels  of  war 
in  this  river,  without  tho  slightest  information  from  any  of 
the  authorities  that  they  were  contravening  the  laws  of  the 
land.  In  regard  to  lite  10th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  which 
you  allude,  I  have  perused  it  with  attention,  and  am  unable 
to  perceive  that  it  has  any  bearing  on  the  present  question. 

The  refusal  to  permit  a  national  vessel  of  the  United 
Stale*  into  this  port  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary,  that 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  from  you  a  declaration  in 
writing,  lest  I  might,  in  conversation,  have  misconstrued 
your  meaning.  This,  and  this  only,  produced  my  note  of 
the  3d  instant,  and  to  this  it  was  confuted.  You  will  find, 
by  areperosal,  that  I  by  no  means  insisted  on  the  entrance 
of  the  vessel,  as  you  state  in  your  communication  of  yester- 
day's date,  nor  even  did  I  a»k  permission. 

As  respects  the  indecorous  language  to  which  you  allude, 
I  am  unconscious  of  having  used  any,  and  it  remains  for 
you,  sir,  to  point  it  out.  1  most  willingly  disclaim  any  in- 
tention of  the  kind,  hating,  in  all  my  intercourse  with  the 
authorities  of  this  country,  treated  them  with  unvaried  re- 
s' pect. 

It  certainly  does  appear  that,  when  an  American  man-of- 
war  is  off  this  port,  she  ia  treated  more  like  an  enemy  than 
a  friend.  The  greatest  anxiety  was  exhibited  at  the  bar,  a 
abort  time  since,  when  the  United  States  ship  St.  Louis 
arrived,  but  much  more  so  when  the  schooner  Jefferson  ap- 
Iteured  otf.  I  cannot  conceive  it  as  treating  the  American  i 
ring  with  proper  respect,  that  when  an  officer  comes  on 
abore  ha  ia  compelled  to  be  escorted  to  the  town  by  another ; 
that,  of  itself,  implies  s  suspicion  that  the  vessel  is  net  of 
the  character  she  is  represented. 

In  reply  to  your  assertion  (tut  you  regard  my  represen- 
tation* an  a  national  pretext  for  a  rupture  of  amicable  rela- 
tions between  our  respective  countries,  I  have  only  to  dis- 
claim it  as  totally  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by  the  facta 
of  tlte  case.  My  Government,  air,  uses  no  pretexts  for 
the  attainment  of  any  purpose ;  but  I  shall  make  uo  further 
observations  on  this  part  of  your  communication  ;  it  will  be 
submitted  to  higher  powers  than  either  you  or  I.  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  upon  my- 
self all  the  responsibility  that  can  justly  fall  to  my  share  in 
this  transaction.  G.  K.  ROBERTSON. 

To  (Jen.  Gueoobio  Gomkx. 


Mr.  Monasters  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

[Translation.] 

P*t*er.  or  thb  National  Govbbnhbnt, 
Mrxief),  June  14, 

The  undersigned,  chief  clerk,  charged  with  the  despatch 
of  the  Department  of  Slate  and  of  Foreign  Relations,  has 
the  honor  to  inform  tho  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
Stale*  of  America  that,  on  the  1st  instant,  tho  American 
athoouer  of  war  Jefferson  presented  herself,  and  rame  to 
in  the  port  of  Tampico ;  on  which,  notice  waa  given  her 
commander,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that  that  port 
being  closed  against  the  vossels  of  all  nations,  he  whs  pro- 
hibited free  communication.  The  schooner  continued, 
notwithstanding,  in  front  of  the  bar  until  the  4th,  when 
sail,  after  having  spoken  with  the  American 
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sloop  of  war  the  Grampu*.  of  eighteen  guns  which  came 
to  in  front  of  the  bar.  On  the  following  day,  there  arri- 
ved also  another  American  cotvettc,  and  both  remain  an- 
chored* there. 

The  commander  of  the  schooner  Grampus  directed  a 
note  to  the  principal  of  the  port,  informing  him  that,  by 
order  of  tho  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India  stalion, 
he  had  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  him  rela- 
tive  to  the  insult  which  he  had  inflicted  on  the  American 
flag,  inasmuch  as  the  Jefferson,  when  seeking  communica- 
tion with  the  consul  of  her  country,  was  not  permitted  to 
enter ;  and  when  her  captain  resolved  lo  communicate  with 
one  of  his  boats,  under  the  command  of  a  naval  officer, 
on  reaching  the  shore,  was  seized,  together  with  the  crew 
who  manned  it.    The  commandant  of  the  department  of 
Taraaulipas,  in  announcing  this  information  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  protests  that  the  relation  is  exaggerated 
(^which  is  made  by  the  captain  of  the  Grampus)  upon  the 
inferred  maltreatment  of  the  American  officer;  and  saya 
(as  in  truih  is  the  case)  that  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  fortified  post  on  the  bar,  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  received 
and  detained  (not  to  be  sent  to  prison,  but  as  a  precaution) 
the  said  officer  and  his  crew,  until  he  could  be  presented 
to  the  proper  authorities,  without  permitting  free  commu- 
nication before  complying  with  this  requisite;  and  he 
further  says  that,  at  the  moment  when  the  officer  was  pre- 
senter! to  him  he  treated  him  with  decorum,  and  without 
any  harshness,  and  gave  him  permission  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary communication  ;  confirming,  moreover,  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Jefferson  having  presented  herself  with  colors 
which  do  not  belong  to  American  ships  of  war  ;  and  that, 
having  made  to  the  consul  of  the  United  8tates  the  most 
sincere  explanations  for  an  accident  which  accompanied 
these  circumstances,  he  could  not  take  it  as  an  outrage  done 
to  the  flag  of  his  country. 

The  Supreme  Mexican  Government  cannot  but  ohseivo 
with  surprise  that,  having  an  agent  accredited  in  Mexico 
on  the  part  of  tho  United  Stales,  armed  vessels  should  come 
to  demand  satisfaction  for  an  action  which,  according  to 
the  foregoing,  has  been  nothing  more  than  a  fulfilment  of 
the  Mexican  laws.  And  it  hopes  that  Mr.  P.  Ellis  wilt 
give  his  orders  that  the  said  vessels  shall  retire',  under  the 
formal  assurance  that  this  Government  is  ready  to  enter  in- 
to explanations,  and  give  such  satisfaction  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, admittting  that  the  authorities  might  have  exceed- 
ed their  powers,  in  consideration  of  the  amicable  relations 
existing  between  the  two  nations,  and  which  it  is  its  duty, 
as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain,  and  to  bring  to 
punishment  whatever  Mexican  officer  may  prove  to  be  cul- 
pable. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  lo  reit- 
erate to  Mr.  Powhatan  Ellis,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  assurances  of  his  high  contidcra- 
tion  and  approval. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  Mr.  Powhatax  Ellis, 

Charge  a*  Affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monatttrio. 

LftOATIOM  or  THB  UXITKD  StaTSS  OF  AmBBICA, 

Mexico,  June  16,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  excellency's  note  of  the  Hlb  instant,  advising  him  of 
the  appearnace  of  an  American  squadron  off  the  bar  of 
Tampico,  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  authorities  of 
that  place,  for  an  insult  offered  to  the  American  flag,  in  the 
seizure  of  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of  the  United  States 
Jefferson,  on  their  landing  lo  communicate  with 
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the  American  consul,  and  requesting;  the  undersigned  to 
order  said  squadron  to  retire  from  it*  present  position. 

To  comply  with  this  request  would  involve  a  high  re- 
sponsibility, inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  the  representa- 
tive of  the  United  States,  unless  he  can  accompany  his 
orders  to  that  effect  with  an  assurance  that  a  previous)  set- 


sul  of  the  United  State »  for  that  dty,  In  relation  I*  the> 
of  the  American  cutter  Jefferson.    His  excellency 
ad  interim,  lo  whom  the  undersigned  has 


the 

given  an  account  of  the  said  not* 
it  enclosed,  is  of  opinion  that  th 
commandant  alluded  to  gave  to  certain  ei 


and  the  documents  which 
interpretation  which  tjje 


i  ■ 


>t  t 


isfactory  explanation  has  token  place;  and  this  is  the  more  said  consul,  caused  him  lo  reply  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
necessary,  since  be  is  not  officially  advised  by  his  Govern-  |  departed  from  the  frank  and  amicable  relations  of  both 


ment  of  the  precise  object  of  the  appearance  of  the  Ameri-  i-  countries,  until  the  case  became  so  aggravated  that  an 
can  rquedron  off  the  harbor  of  Santa  Annade  Tamautipas.    suit  was  beheved  to  hat 


The  assurance  given  in  your  note,  "  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  ready  to  enter  into  explanations,  and  give  such  sat- 
isfaction as  may  be  necessary,  admitting  that  the  authorities 
might  have  exceeded  their  powers,  in  consideration  of  the 
amicable  relations  existing  between  the  two  nations,  which 
it  is  its  duty,  as  it  is  its  desire,  to  protect  and  maintain, 
and  to  bring  to  punishment  whatever  Mexican  officer  may 
prove  to  be  culpable,"  is  received  by  the  undersigned  as  an 
evidence  of  frankness  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government,  indicating  lu  friendly  disposition  towards  the 
United  States  of  America.  In  the  same  spirit  of  frankness 
and  cordiality,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  for 
your  consideration,  the  original  papers,  marked  Nos.  I,  2, 
3,  4,  and  6,  forwarded  lo  this  legation  from  the  American 
consul  at  Tampico,  detailing  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  outrage  committed  on  the  A  merican  flag;.  The  seizure 
and  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  Osborn  and  his  boat's  crew, 
on  their  landing ;  the  refusal  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to 
extend  to  him  that  courtesy  due  to  an  officer  of  a  neutral 
Power,  after  his  character  was  known ;  and  the  improper 
language  used  by  the  commandant  general  to  the  Ameri- 
can consul,  in  his  correspondence  with  that  officer,  are  all 
circumstances  manifesting  an  unfriendly  spirit  towards  the 
United  States,  which,  1  trust,  will  not  be  countenanced  by 
thi*  Government. 

The  suggestion  made  by  the  commandant  general,  that 
the  Jefferson  presented  herself  under  colors  which  do  not 
l>elo»g  to  American  ships  of  wsr,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
cannot  be  correct,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  when  en- 
tering the  ports  of  a  friendly  Power. 

Entertaining  the  same  opinion  with  your  excellency, 
that  the  authorities  in  Tampico  have  exceeded  their  just 
and  legal  powers,  I  trust  this  unpleasant  difficulty  may  be 
closed,  by  the  Mexican  Government  tendering  to  that  of 
the  United  8tatea  an  apology  for  the  violation  of  its  un- 
questioned rights,  in  the  outrage  perpetrated  on  Lieut  Os- 
bom  snd  boat's  crew,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Tampico;  and  that  the  Supreme  Mexican 
Government  cause  the  author  of  these  arbitrary  and  inde- 
fensible acts  to  he  punished. 

After  taking  copies  of  the  enclosed  documents,  have  the 
kindness  to  return  the  originals  to  this  office. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  present  eccasion 
to  repeat  to  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Monaste- 
rio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  assurance 
of  his  distinguished  considerstion  and  respect. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Excellency 

The  AcTine  Misistxb  or  Fonsien  Amies. 


lo  Mr.  Elks. 


the 


Paiucx  or  T«*  Natiojul  Govkbvvixt, 

Mexico,  June  21,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Kela- 
ooa  charged  with  iu  despatch,  hap  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive the  note  of  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis,  dated  the 
16th  instsnt, relative  to  the  dispute  which  has  arisen  be- 
tween the  military  commandant  of  Tsmj'ico,  and  the 


have  been  committed  on  the  Bag  of 
United  States  of  America.  Doubtless,  such  was  not 
the  intention  of  that  officer,  who  knows  well  the  duties 
appertaining  to  bis  employment,  and  the  responsibility 
which  he  would  incur  if  he  should  wilfully  omit  to  | 
the  just  claims  to  consideration  of  every 
the  Mexican;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Supreme 
Government  which  has  supplanted  General  Don  Gregorio 
Gomez,  in  the  military  commandancy  of  Santa  Anna  de> 
Tamautipas,  by  substituting  in  hie  stead  a  chief  whom  it 
natters  tlsell  will  Know  now  to  preserve  greater  nsrmony 
with  the  agents  and  subjects  of  foreign  nations,  in  order  to 
render  more  clear  the  acts  relative  to  the  cotter  Jeflerson, 
baa  ordered  a  summitry  investigation  to  be  in*tituted, 
which,  by  putting  in  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Go- 
mez, will  apply  to  him  the  punishment  be  deserves,  if  be 
should  prove  culpable,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  may 
have  taken  any  part  in  the  affair  treated  upon. 

This  provision  of  the  Government  of  the  undesigned  it 
the  beet  guaranty  of  the  desire  which  animates  il  to 
strengthen  its  relations  with  the  United  State*  of 
ica ;  and  it  does  not  doubt  that  it  will 
pie  satisfaction  for  the  dis 
sideration  ;  assuring  Mr.  P.  Ellis,  as  il  does  assure  him, 
that  so  far  from  the  military  commandant  of  Tampico  pur- 
auing  orders  or  superior  instruction*,  his  proceeding*  have 

of  his* 


the  entrance  into  that  port  of  any  vessel  of  war,  of  what- 
ever nation ;  yet  be  should  so  have  conciliated  this  i 
that  it  could  not,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  be  under 
as  an  insult  offered  to  the  flag  that  might  be  carried. 

In  considerstion  of  all  this,  the  undersigned  flatters  him- 
self that  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis  will  have  no  hesi- 
tation now  in  giving  his  orders  for  the  withdrawal  ol  the 
squadron  at  present  before  Tampico,  agreeably  to  what 
was  indicated  in  his  note  of  tbe  14th  instant;  and  replying 
to  tbe  note  of  hie  excellency  above  cited,  retumiug  the 
documents  with  it  enclosed,  be  baa  the  satisfaction  to  re- 
new to  him  the  assurance  of  his  very  distinguished 
and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
Hon.  Pow»utax  Ellis, 

CAorgs'  <T  Affaire,  V.  A 


LcoATtoar  or  tkb  U.  8.  or  Anmicj, 

Mexico,  June  16,  183G. 

Tbe  undersigned,  charged  d'affaires  of  the  United  I 
of  America,  has  had  tbe  honor  to  receive  tbe  note  of  his 
excellency,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  under 
date  of  the  3 1  st  instant. 

In  consideration  of  tbe  frank  disavowal  of  the  acts  of  ihs 
military  commandant  of  Tampico,  nude  by  Mr.  Monsste- 
rio,  in  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government,  and  the 
assurance  given  that  that  officer  has  already  been  removed 
from  office,  and  tbe  determination  expressed  to  institute  a 
court  of  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  the  summary  investiga- 
tion of  his  conduct,  and  to  his  punishment,  should  be 
prove  guilty ;  as  well  aa  that  of  all  others  who  may  hsro 
sided  or  sbetted  in  the  outrage  on  the  American  flag, 
snd  the 
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of,  the  undersigned  is  willing  to  acknowledge  the  sufficien- 
cy of  this  explanation,  and  on  (he  faith  of  a  due  execution 
of  the  promise  above  quoted,  to  order  a  cessation  of  ope ra- 
tions by  the  American  squadron  now  before  Tampico,  so 
for  as  a  reclamation  for  tho  said  outrage  and  inautt  is  de- 
manded. 

The  undersigned  beg*  Mr.  Monasterio  to  believe  in  his 
renewed  assurances  of  consideration  and  respect. 

POWHATAN  ELMS. 

To  his  Excellency 

Tha  Actiko  Mixistm  or  Fobrio*  Armas. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Robertson. 
Lssatio*  or  tub  UxtTsa  Statu  or  Ambbica, 

Mexico,  June  20,  1836. 

8ia  :  The  onpleasant  disagreement  that  occurred  at 
Tampico,  early  in  May  last,  between  the  Mexican  author- 
ities and  the  American  consul  of  that  port,  has  been  ami- 
cably adjusted.  This  Government  has  made  an  apolr^y 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  for  the  insult  offered  to  its 
flag  in  the  ensure  and  imprisonment  of  Lieut.  0*born  and 
boat's  crew,  when  they  landed  at  Tampico ;  and  for  the 
rude  and  insolent  language  used  by  the  commandant  gen- 
eral to  the  American  consul,  in  his  correspondence  with 
that  officer  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Jefferson  to  enter  the  port  of  8anta  Anna  dc 
Tamauiipas.  After  one  or  two  interviews,  the  correspond- 
ence herewith  e»clo*«d  took  place  between  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  myself ;  and  I  beg  you  will  have  the 
kindness  to  furnish  a  copy  of  it  to  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  squadron  off  the  bar  of  Tampico;  and  he 
will  he  pleased  to  conform  to  the  tenor  of  my  note  of  the 
35th  instant,  addressed  to  bis  excellency  J  use  Maria  Ortiz 
Monasterio,  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  unless  he 
has  positive  orders  to  the  contrary.  The  punishment  of 
General  Gregorio  Gomez,  the  author  of  alt  this  mischief, 
I'.tT  iiis  *ir'i'iii  *n<i  inijcien»iw!r  acm,  was  hiataicm  upon  ns 
a  just  preliminary  to  the  final  arrangement  of  this  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  dec, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  (J  to  bus  R.  Robkrtsov,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Tampico. 


Mr.  EM*  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Lkoatiox  or  t«b  Uxrrrit  Statbb  or  Amibica, 

Mexico,  July  16,  1836. 

^Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  touicloso,  herewith,  a  copy  of 

Hecretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  regard  to  the  outrage 
offered  to  William  A.  Stacum,  Esq.,  aw  hsarer  of  despntches 
from  the  United  States  Government  to  this  legation.  My 
predecessor  viewed  the  note  of  Mr.  Monasterio,  add  res -ci 
to  hi  in  under  date  of  the  16th  of  March,  1836,  as  an  am- 
ple apology  for  this  palpable  infraction  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  I  shall  so  consider  it,  unless  I  receive  your  in-  j 
etructiuns  to  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAN  ELMS. 

Hon.  Jobs  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Washington  City. 

Mr.  B  tlltr  U>  Mr.  Monasterio. 
LxsATtosr  or  tub  U.  8.  or  Ambbica, 

Mexico,  March  8,  1896. 
The  nnderaigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  Mr.  Monasterio 
a  communication  just  received  from  Mr.  William  A.  Sta- 
cum, an  officer  in  our  navv,  and  the  bearer  of  despatches 
from  the  Government  «»f  the  United  States  lo  this  legation, 


in  which  be  details  the  outrage  and  indignity  offered  to 
hhn  by  certain  subordinate  officers  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment; outrages  perpetrated  not  only  against  himself  per- 
sonally, but  an  indignity  offered  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  8tates. 

The  (acts  in  this  case  are  so  clearly  and  amply  narrated 
by  Mr.  81acum,  in  his  communication  to  the  undersigned, 
that  the  Mexican  Government  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the 
extent  of  the  offence  committed,  nor  can  they  be  at  a  loss 
to  determine  as  to  the  reparation  due,  not  only  to  Mr.  81a- 
cum  personally,  but  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  indignity  offered  to  it  in  the  person  of  iU  officers  and 
agents. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  cite  authorities  from  the  differ 
ent  treatises  on  national  raw,  in  order  to  show  the  respect 
due  to  the  character  and  to  the  service  of  all  persons  em- 
ployed as  a  bearer  of  despatches  from  a  Government  to  its  dt- 
plomatic  agenui,  aajt  is  presumed  that  the  subject  is  familiar 
to  Mr.  Monasterio;  the  undersigned  will,  however,  quote 
one  paragraph  from  Vattel,  the  modern  text-book  on  na- 
tional law,  to  show  the  inviolability  enjoyed  by  all  person* 
employed  by  a  Government  as  me#*enpers  with  its  official 
communications  to  its  ministers  abroad.  Vattel  says  that 
"couriers  sent  or  received  by  a  minister,  bis  papers,  let- 
ters, and  despatches  all  essentially  belong  to  the  embassy,  . 
and  are  consequently  to  be  held'  sacred ;  and  tbia  princi- 
ple has  received  the  universal  asuent  of  the  civilized  work). 
Hence,  on  all  subjects  to  which  the  rule  will  apply,  tha 
authority  is  paramount  and  supreme.  It  can  be  no  answer, 
then,  to  say  that  some  municipal  regulation  exists  which 
conflicts  with  the  privileges  granted  by  the  universal  rule 
of  national  law,  and  that  the  right  of  sending  despatches 
has  been,  or  may  be,  restrained  or  modified  by  a  municipal 
regulation;  becausn,  in  such  event,  the  superior  power 
would  be  ruled  and  influenced  by  the  subordinate — present- 
ing a  political  anomaly  without  a  parallel." 

The  passport  received  by  Stacum,  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  8tatee  of  America,  is  herewith  enclosed,  and 
shows  clearly  as  well  the  character  of  his  mission  as  tha 
ol'jecta  of  his  journey  to  Mexico;  and  is  in  the  usual  form 
of  such  documents  recoirjiised  and  respected  by  the  whole 
civilized  world,  and  procuring  for  the  bearer  universally  the 
respect,  protection,  and  hospitality  due  to  his  character  and 
the  saerednees  of  the  charge  confided  to  him. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  Mr.  Monasterio,  Ac  , 

ANTHONY  BUTLER. 

His  Ex.  Josz  Mabia  Obtiz  Movastbbio,  4/c. 

Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Butler. 
[Translation.) 

Pa  lac  b  or  tub  National  Gotebjtbjbwt, 

Mexico,  Monk  16,  1886. 
His  excellency,  the  President  ad  interim,  being  charged 
with  the  note  of  Mr.  Anthony  Butler,  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it,  all  relative  to 
the'arbitrary  conduct  pursued  by  some  employees  in  the  ad- 
ministration general  of  the  poet  office  towards  Mr.  William 
A.  Hlacum, .bearer  of  despatches  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statea  of  America  for  the  legation  resident  in 
this  capital,  has  ordered  the  undersized,  chief  clerk, 
charged  with  the  despatch  of  the  Department  of  Relations,  to 
manifest  to  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  said  States  the  dis- 
pleasure with  which  his  excellency  has  seen  the  proceed- 
inge  of  the  employees  referred  to ;  and  that,  desrroos  to 
shun  a  repetition  of  events  of  a  like  nature,  and  to  make 
due  satisfaction  for  the  outrageous  interference  with  Mr. 
Stacum,  he  has  directed  that  those  employees  should  b* 
made  to  understand  his  disapprobation  of  their  conduct, 
and  how  they  ahoald  act  in  similar  cases ;  taking  care,  be- 
forehand, that  they  shall  return  to  Mr.  Butler  the  amount 
Icvidl  vi  ii  fio^  uj**^!1!  whwi  tutelar  of         itiJif  ria 
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od,  in  complying  with  this 
.  renew,  to  Mr.  Anthony  Butler  ike  i 
very  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONA8TERIO. 
To  Mr.  Aktboki  Buti.br, 

Chargi  d  Affaire,  of  the  V.  S  of  An 


Mr.  Fonyth  to  Mr.  EUis. 

Depaktmext  or  8tate, 

Wathington,  July  20,  1836. 

Sia  :  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  to  this  Department 
from  Mr.  Coleman,  the  acting  consul  of  the  United  Slates 
at  Tabasco,  will  inform  you  of  the  outrageous  conduct  of 
the  authorities  there  with  regard  to  the  olliiers,  crew,  and 
cargo  of  ihe  schooner  Northampton,  wrecked  on  the  Mex- 
ican coast  in  that  quarter,  and  in  relation  to  the  acting 


The  accumulation  of  causes  for  complaint  on  the  part  of 
our  citixens  against  the  Mexican  Government,  the  fre- 
quency of  their  occurrence  of  late,  and,  so  far  as  appears 
from  the  correspondence  of  your  predecessors,  the  indispo- 
sition of  that  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant 
aalisfaclion  for  them,  or  to  lake  pioper  slepa  to  prevent 
their  recurrence,  have  by  no  means  tended  to  strengthen 
the  spirit  of  forbearance  with  which  the  President  has  hith- 
erto acted  towards  Mexico ;  entertaining,  as  ho  does,  a 
sincere  sympathy  for  her  domealic  troubles,  and  a  hearty 
desire  to  preserve  and  cultivate  ihe  relations  of  peace, 
friendship,  and  good  neighborhood  with  her  Government 
and  people.  He  is  satisfied,  however,  that  further  delay 
in  the  acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  rodrese,  of  the  inju- 
ries complained  of,  cannot  be  acquieaced  in  compatibly 
with  the  dignity,  rights,  and  interests  of  the  United  States. 
He  therefore  directs  that,  iu  presenting  to  the  notice  of 
that  Government  the  case  of  the  Northampton,  you  will 
make  a  fresh  appeal  to  its  sense  of  honor  and  justice  in  re- 
lation to  our  claims  generally ;  and,  to  show  that  the  Pres- 
ident's estimate  of  the  grievances  suffered  by  our  citizens 
resorting  lo  Mexico,  especially  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  is  not  exaggerated,  your  note  will  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  in  which  the  interposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  heen  asked  lor  aince  the  5th  of  April,  1832,  and 
nil  of  which  either  you  or  your  predecessor  has  heretofore 
been  instructed  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 


On  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  an  alcalde  of  Mcnolil- 
Un,  in  the  colony  of  Guazcualco,  instituted  what  is  paid  to 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  nnd  oppressive  proceeding 
againat  Dr.  Baldwin,  «  citizen  of  the  United  States,  under 
color  of  a  suit  at  law,  preferred  and  carried  on  by  a  crea- 
ture of  the  alcalde  himself.  Baldwin  appeared  before  the 
alcalde  to  answer  the  charge  ;  an  altercation  ensued ;  and 
the  alcalde  ordered  him  to  the  stocks,  which  Baldwin  re- 
fusing to  submit  to,  attempted  to  escape,  and  was  pursued 
by  a  party  of  soldiers,  who  attended  the  court.  In  the  race 
Baldwin  Ml,  received  an  injury  in  one  of  his  legs,  was 
csptured,  carried  hack  into  die  presence  of  the  alcalde, 
placed  in  the  stocks,  and  afterward*  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  lite  schooner  Topaz,  of  Bangor, 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  carry 
troopa  from  Malaruoraa  to  Galveston  bay.  The  master  and 
male  were  murdered  by  the  soldiers  on  the  passage,  the 
crew  imprisoned,  and  the  vessel  seized  and  converted  lo 
the  Mexican  service. 

On  the  21st  June,  1832,  the  American  schooner  Bra- 
zoria was  seized  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  hy  John  Austin, 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  mid 


employed  to  make  an  altack  upon  Anahuac,  then  in  pos- 
session of  insurgents.  During  the  attack  she  was  injured 
so  as  to  be  made  unseaworthy,  and  wae  abandoned  as  a 


In  the  aumincr  of  1833,  the  steamboat  Hidalgo  and 
schooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  Aaron  Leggett,  of  New 
York,  were  forcibly  tsken  possession  of  by  Mexican  officers 
at  Tabasco,  ami  used  by  them.  The  brig  John,  belonging 
lo  Leggett,  was  also  detained,  and  money  was  extorted 
from  him.  The  consequences  resulting  from  these  act* 
are  represented  to  have  been  ruinous  to  the  sufferer,  and 
the  Mexican  Government  is  clearly  bound  by  the  treaty  to 
indemnify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1834,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schooner  In- 
dustry, of  Mobile,  was  imprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and  an  ex- 
horbitant  fine  demanded  of  him  without  cause.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  upon  which 
he  could  be  allowed  to  depart,  he  abandoned  bis  vessel  and 
her  cargo  to  the  authorities,  who  afterwards  sold  them. 

In  the  summer  of  18S4,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  New  York, 
was  causelessly  fired  into  on  her  way  lo  Ycra  Cru*  by  the 
Mexican  public  armed  schooner  Tampico.  In  anawcr  to 
tin  official  representation  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  that 
Government  promised  that  the  affair  should  be  inqairesj 
into;  but  this  Department  is  not  informed  that  the  promise 
has  been  fulfilled. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  last  year,  the  answer  of  uffi- 
cera  supposed  lo  twloitg  to  the  ruatom-house,  who  boarded 
the  Ophir,  of  New  York,  ou  her  arrival  at  Campeachy,  lo 
an  inquiry  of  ihe  captain  as  to  which  of  the  ships  papers 
it  would  be  necessary  to  present  at  the  custom-house,  was 
accidentally  or  intentionally  misinterpreted.  In  c*m*e- 
quenrc  of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  papers  were  shown 
to  the  hoarding  officers,  the  invoices  only  being  exhibited 
at  the  custom-house,  the  vessel  was  seized  and  condemned. 

In  May,  1835,  also,  the  schooner  Martha,  from  New 
Orleans,  was  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  Mexican  armed 
schooner  Montezuma  for  an  alleged  non-compliance  with 
some  of  the  formalities  of  their  reveuue  laws.  Four  of  the 
passengers  of  the  Martha  were  put  in  irona  under  tb« 
halchea  of  the  Montezuma,  and  otherwise  treated  with 
great  barbarity,  merely  for  an  imputed  intention  lo  u*e 
Iheir  fire-arms  against  a  gnard  that  bad  been  placed  ou 
board  ihe  Martha. 

In  Novemlter,  1835,  the  schooner  Hannah  and  Eliza- 
beth of  New  Orleans,  was  stranded  in  attempting  to  enter 
Matagorda  bay.  While  in  thia  condition,  she  was  fired 
into  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo,  boarded  by 
twenty  armed  soldiers  under  the  command  of  two  officer*, 
who  forcibly  took  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers  from  the 
wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  iheir  clothes,  and  chained 
them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival  at  Mala- 
moras,  where  they  were  continued  in  confinement ;  but 
through  the  urgent  representations  of  our  consul  there,  all 
but  the  captain  were  eventually  released.  It  is  not  known 
to  the  Department  that  he  line  yet  been  liberated,  or  that 
any  satisfaction  has  been  offered  by  the 
ment. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  V\  illian 
inon  Hull,  citizens  »f  die  United  States,  were  arrested  in 
the  street*  of  Matamoras  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers,  who 
sttuck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly  look 
both  to  the  principal  harrark  in  that  city,  where  they  were 
confined  upon  suspicion  oi  being  shout  to  proceed  to  Tex- 
as. Shortly  afterwards,  sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors 
of  the  consul's  residence,  under  false  pretences,  and  all 
communication  with  the  house  prohibited.  Armed  soldiers 
broke  open  hi*  gale  during  his  absence,  forcibly  took  a 
mare  and  two  mules  belonging  to  him,  entered  his  houss 
with  drawn  swords,  and  searched  every  room  in  it,  for  ihe 
avowed  object  of  finding  the  consul.  Hallelt  and  Bull 
have  been  released,  hut  the  Department  ia  uot  aware  that 
any  reparation  has  been  made  for  the 
them,  or  for  the  insult  to  the  consul. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  Sf  Geaton's  Register. 


287 


Mexican  Affair: 


[*5th.  Consist 


(a  February  last,  an  attempt  was  made  at  tbo  city  of 
Mexico  to  tike  from  Mr.  W.  A.  SUcuin,  protected  by  a 
courier's  passport  from  this  Department,  public  despatches 
of  thin  Government,  addressed  to  Mr.  Butler.  The  attempt 
failed,  but  Mr.  SUcum  was  fined  and  detained  for  carry- 
ing official  letters  on  hi*  person,  authenticated  by  the  en- 
dorsement of  this  Department,  and  directed  lo  tbo  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico. 

In  March  lost,  the  schooner  Eclipse  was  detained  at 
Tabasco,  and  her  maiter  and  crew  maltreated  by  the  au- 
thorities. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  schooner  Compeer,  and  other 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  were  forcibly  detain- 
ed at  Matamorae. 

You  will  also  notify  the  Mexican  Government  that  it  is 
expected  any  damage  which  may  have  been  sustained  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
embargo  at  Vera  Cruz,  Tarnpico,  and  other  Mexican  ports 
on  the  Gulf,  will  be  repaired,  pursuant  to  the  stipulation  iu 
the  treaty.  The  papers  now  sent,  show  that  the  military 
commandant  of  Tarnpico  ha*  made  ttie  embargo  a  pretext 
for  interrupting  or  obstructing  the  correspondence  between 
the  commander  of  the  United  8tates  revenue  cutter  Jefler- 
aon  and  our  consul  there.  For  iheae  acts,  proper  salisfac-  1 
lion  will  likewise  be  ex  peeled.  The  outrages  and  indigni- 
ties committed  against  consuls  and  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  though  not  more  unjust  nor  attended  with  cir- 
cumstances of  greater  hardships  than  those  done  to  individ- 
ual citizens,  are  nevertheless  to  be  considered  as  greater 
violations  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  rep- 
resented accordingly. 

Though  the  Department  is  not  in  posseesion  of  proof  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs  done  in  the  above  cases, 
as  represented  by  the  aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complaints 
are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  justify 
a  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government  that  they  shall  be 
promptly  and  properly  examined,  and  that  suitable  red  res'." 
shall  be  afforded.  You  will,  therefore  immediately  address 
a  strong  but  respectful  representation  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject  of  these  various  injuries.  You  will 
also  remind  it  of  the  numerous  other  complaints  which  have 
been  made  from  lime  to  time,  and  which  still  remain  unre- 
dressed. You  will  likewise  set  forth  the  great  forbearance 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  has  practiced 
towards  Mexico,  and  the  friendly  and  benevolent  motive* 
which  have  led  to  it;  and  you  will  state  that  the  President, 
finding  that  this  moderation  and  forbearance,  so  far  from 
being  appreciated  by  Mexico,  seem  only  to  be  met  by  new 
injuries,  is  constrained,  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  to  ask  of 
the  Mexican  Government  such  reparation  as  these  accumu- 
lated wrongs  may,  on  examination,  be  found  to  require. 

If,  contrary  to  the  President's  hopes,  no  satisfactory  an- 
swer shall  be  given  to  ibis  just  and  reasonable  demand 
within  three  weeks,  you  will  inform  the  Mexicsn  Govern- 
ment that,  unless  redress  is  afforded  without  unnecc-^ary 
delay,  your  further  residence  in  Mexico  will  be  useless.  If 
this  slate  of  things  continues  longer,  you  will  give  formal 
notice  lo  the  Mexican  Government  that,  unless  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  shall  be  given  within  a  fortnight,  you  are  in- 
structed to  ask  for  your  passports ;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  if  you  do  not  receive  such  answer,  it  is  the  President's 
direction  th.it  you  demand  your  passports  and  return  to 
the  United  Slates,  bringing  with  you  the  archives  of  ibe 
legation. 

Mr.  William  A.  Weaver,  who  is  sent  ss  a  special  mes- 
senger with  this  communication,  you  will  detain  until  you 
can  frame  a  full  report  lo  the  Department,  as  to  the  stale  of 
the  business  of  your  mission,  as  well  that  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Butler  as  lhal  intrusted  to  you.  You  wilt  also  send 
by  the  messenger,  on  his  return,  (if  tbey  can  be  prepared 
within  a  reasonable  time,)  copies  of  Mr.  Butler's  despatches. 
Nob.  14,  23,  52,  53,  54,  58,  and  84,  the  orig.nals  of 


received  ;  and  of  all  hits 
with  the  Mexican  Government  and  with  others,  on  public 
business,  so  fur  as  the  records  and  files  in  the  legation  will 
allow  you  to  do.  Mr.  Butler  was  repeatedly  instructed  to 
supply  these  papers,  but  the  instructions  have  not  been 
complied  with.  The  expense  of  the  transcripts  required 
will  be  made  a  separate  charge  in  your  accounts,  and  will 
be  accompanied  by  proper  vouchers.  During  Mr.  Weaver's 
necessary  detention,  you  will  avail  yourself  of  his  assistance 
iu  nuking  the  copies.  He  has  received  five  hundred  dol- 
lars on  account  of  his  expenses  to  Mexico.  You  will  fur- 
nish him  with  a  like  sum  to  defray  his  expenses  on  his  re- 
turn lo  Washington,  for  which  your  draft  on  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  honored. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Powmatar  Ellis,  Esq., 

Charge  (T Affaires  V.  S.  A., 


Mr.  Coleman  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

CoKSCLars  U.  8.  America  at  Tabasco, 

Sun  Juan  Batista,  May  18,  1836. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty,  as  vice  consul,  to  make 
known  to  the  Department  the  loss  of  the  schooner  North- 
ampton, burden  68  38-95  ions,  belonging  to  New  York, 
William  M.  McKeige  master.  She  was  stranded  about 
five  leagues  west  of  the  Tabasco  river,  with  a  full  assorted 
cargo  on  board  Tor  this  maiket,  the  major  part  of  which  was 
safely  landed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  vessel.  The 
loss  to  those  interested  would  have  been  but  trifling,  had 
not  the  custom-house  officers  and  military  taken  forcible 
possession  of  every  article  saved,  as  soon  as  tbey  arrived  at 
the  wreck.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  remon- 
strated against  their  violent  and  illegal  proceeding*,  and 
they  were  immediately  assaulted,  and  the  mate  wan  severe- 
ly wounded  by  one  of  the  custom-house  officers;  the  goods 
were  then  abandoned  to  the  said  officer*  and  soldier*,  and 
tbey  at  ouce  commenced  plundering  and  secreting  Ibe  most 
valuable  articles.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
proceeded  to  this  city,  and  made  a  formal  abandonment  of 
the  wholo  into  my  hands  ;  and,  at  the  same  lime,  handed 
me  a  list  of  the  goods  actually  .naved  from  the  wreck,  as 
well  as  the  manifest  of  ibo  entire  cargo.  1  took  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  the  interest  of  those  concerned.  On  taking 
possession,  from  the  cutlom-boitse  officers  and  soldier*,  of 
the  goods,  I  found  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  p;oods 
that  wcro  saved  from  the  wreck,  and  left  iu  (he  keeping  of 
the  custom-house  officers  and  soldiers,  had  been  disposed 
of  by  them,  and  no  account  given  of  the  same.  I  repre- 
sented the  circumstance  to  the  proper  authorities,  but  could 
get  no  redress  whatever;  they  wink  at  every  outrage  or  dep- 
redation committed  on  American  proi*rty  by  their  under 
officers. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  Texas,  we  have 
daily  to  submit  to  insult  and  injustice,  not  only  from  pi  i- 
vatc  citizen*,  but  from  ibe  higher  authorities ;  and  there 
is  no  prospect  of  any  change,  except  it  be  for  worse  treat- 


I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir,  your  most  olwdient  servtnl, 

W.  E.  COLEMAN. 

Hon.  J«hx  Fonsi  in, 

•Secretary  nf  Stut r,  Washington. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  W.  E.  Coleman,  Esq.,  cctinr* 
consul  nf  the  United  States  at  Taiiai>rot  Mexico,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  June  6,  16J6. 


About  two  weeks  since,  I  waa  summoned  before 


alcalde  of  ibis  city,  ami  publicly  insulted  and  ill  trealrd, 
,-ly  escaped  imprisonment,  because  I  refused  to 
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legalize  documents  to  effbet  insurance  at  Now  Orleans  that 
were,  m  my  opinion,  drawn  up  to  defraud  the  under- 
writers  ;  they  made  many  threats,  and  said  they  would  do 
every  thing  that  lay  in  their  power  to  injure  me  the  fin* 
opportunity. 

A  abort  time  previous  to  the  above,  an  American  *ea 
captain  was  unjustly  punished  and  flood  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. There  was  a  move  by  one  of  the  council  to  re- 
mit the  fine;  but  the  question  won  asked  by  another,  to  | 
what  country  the  captain  belonged ;  and,  on  learning  that 
he  won  «  North 


he  won  a  North  American,  they  replied,  'that  will  do;  w< 
will  not  let  pasa  an  opportunity  to  punish  theae  people.' 
•«  I  could  fill  a  volume  with  facta  of  the  lenorof  the  fore 


going  ;  but  conceive  the  above  represent  a  lions  sufficient  to 
satisfy  you  of  the  state  of  things,  and  of  the  government  of 
this  republic.  These  acta  of  oppression  are  not  commited 
by,  nor  at  the  instance  of,  the  common  people ;  but  by  the 


Mr.  EMs  to  Mr.  Fttraylh. 

LlOSTlOX  01  Tit  It  UlftTKB  8TATE*  OT  AMERICA, 

Mexico,  October  11,  1836. 
8ta  :  1  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  of 
the  26lh  ultimo,  addressed  lo  his  excellency  the  acting 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  20th  July  last,  and  his  answer  of  the  3d  in- 
stent. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  highly  responsible 
duty,  I  have  been  influenced  by  an  aniious  desire  to  pur- 
sue the  tenor  and  spirit  of  your  instructions.  I  have  care- 
fully abstained  from  saying  any  thing  that  could  be  viewed 
as  improper,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ;  and 
I  sincerely  hope  n  returning  sense  of  justice  nn  the  part  of 
this  Government  will  induce  it  to  listen  favorably  to  the 
communication  thus  presented  for  its  serious  deliberation. 

The  policy  of  thia  nation  ba«  been  so  uniform,  aince  the 
recognition  of  her  independence,  in  pursuing  a  long  aeries 
of  injuries,  wantonly  and  illegally  inflicted  upon  the  com- 
merce of  every  people  coming  within  her  reach,  and  with- 
out granting  to  the  injured  partiea  any  satisfaction  what- 
ever, that  it  would  seem  to  preclude  alt  hope  of  a  satis- 
factory adjustment  of  our  claims.  But,  be  assured,  every 
possible  exertion,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  I 
our  country,  shall  be  used  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Presi-  | 
deut  of  the  United  Slates  on  this  subject.  I  shall  endeavor, 
likewise,  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  his  excellency  the 
President  ad  interim  of  this  republic,  the  propriety  and 
justice  of  abandoning  the  policy  heretofore  practised  to- 
ward* i  iiizuns  of  the  United  Suites  trading  with  Mexico, 
and  the  great  advantages  likely  to  result  to  both  countries 
by  effecting  Bitch  a  change.  If,  however,  I  should  fail  to 
attain  thia  desirable  object,  (as  will  probably  be  the  case,) 
your  instructions  relative  to  that  event  shall  bo  promptly 
obeyed. 

Duplicatca  of  my  detpatches  No*.  19  and  20  are  en- 

closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 
your  obedient  servant,  TOWHATAN  EI.LI8. 

Hon.  J«BJt  Fobstth, 

Secretary  nf  Stale.  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monaster !o. 

LsbA  riox  or  th«  U.  S.  or  Amkxici, 

Mexico,  September  28,  1838. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'afl'iiires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  baa  the  honor  to  represent  to  his  excellency 
the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  the  schooner 
Northampton,  burden  nearly  seventy  tons,  of  and  from 

McKcige  master,  atrandel  it,  the 


New  York,  William  M. 


early  part  of  the  present  year  five  league*  west  of  the  Ta- 
basco river,  with  a  full  and  assorted  cargo  on  board,  the 
greater  jiart  of  which  was  safely  landed  by  the  officers 
and  crew  of  said  vessel.  The  loss  to  those  interested  re- 
salting  from  this  accident  would  have  bean  inconsiderable, 
had  not  the  custom-house  officers  and  military  taken  forci- 
ble possession  of  every  article  saved,  hs  soon  as  they  arri- 
ved at  the  wreck.  Against  so  violent  and  illetTil  a  proceed- 
ing, the  officers  aud  crew  of  the  Northampton  proteeted  , 
whereupon  they  were  immediately  assaulted,  and  the  mate 
severely  wounded  by  one  of  the  custom-bouse  officers.  Af- 
ter this  occurrence,  the  goods  were  abandoned  to  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  aforesaid,  who  at  once  commenced  pfnn- 
dering  and  secreting  the  moat  valuable  articles  belonging 
thereto.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  city  of  Tabasco,  made  a  formal  abandon 
ment  of  the  whole  into  the  handa  of  the  United  States  con- 
st) I  at  that  place,  and  furnished  htm  with  a  list  of  the  goods 
actually  saved  from  the  wreck,  as  well  ns  a  manifest  of  the 
entire  cargo.  On  the  consul's  taking  charge  of  the  goods 
which  had  been  left  in  possession  of  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  not  one-half  of  those  saved  from  the 

of  the  balance.  These  circumstances  were  represented  to 
the  proper  authorities  in  Tabasco,  but  they  have,  up  to  this 
moment,  refused  or  neglected  to  give  any  explanation  or 
redress  to  the  injured  parties. 

Such  illegal,  violent,  and  arbitrary  acts  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government,  sfTert- 
ing  so  seriously  the  persons  and  property  of  those  entitled 
to  its  protection,  furnish  a  just  cause  of  complaint ;  and 
the  frequency  of  their  recurrence  of  late,  the  indisposition 
of  this  Government  to  inquire  into  them,  to  grant  satisfac- 
tion for  them,  or  to  take  proper  steps  to  prevent  their  re- 
currence, can  by  no  means  tend  to  strengthen  that  spirit 
of  forbearance  with  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  hitherto  acted  towarda  Mexico ;  entertaining,  as 
he.  does,  a  sincere  sympathy  for  her  domestic  troubles,  and 
an  aniious  desire  to  cultivate  the  relations  of 
friendship,  and  good  neighborhood  with  her  < 
and  people. 

To  satisfy  your  excellency  that  the  above  statement  is 
baited  upon  facta,  the  undersigned  will  refer  lo  the  follow- 
ing cases,  a  majority  of  which  have  heretofore  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  this  Government,  and  all  of  which  have 
occurred  since  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  between  the  two  countries. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1881,  an  alcalde  of  Menotil- 
lan,  on  the  Goarcualco  river,  instituted  what  ia  said  te 
have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive  proceed  in;; 
against  Doctor  Jobn  Baldwin,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  under  color  of  a  suit  at  law  preferred  and  earned 
on  nguinrt  him  by  a  creature  of  the  alcalde  himself.  Bald- 
win appeared  before  the  alcalde  to  answer  the  charge:  an 
altercation  ensued,  and  tbe  alcalde  ordered  him  to  the 
stocks ;  which  Baldwin  refusing  to  submit  to,  he  i 
to  escape,  ami  was  pursued  by  a  party  of 
who  attended  the  court.  In  the  race,  Baldwin  fell,  re- 
ceived an  injury  in  one  of  bia  leg*,  was  captured,  carried 
back  into  tbe  presence  of  the  court,  placed  in  the  rt  •ek*, 
and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

In  February,  1832,  the  schooner  Topaz,  of  Bnngor, 
Maine,  was  employed  by  the  Mexican  Government  te 
carry  troops  from  Malamoras  to  Galveston  bay.  The 
master  and  mate  were  murdered  by  the  soldiers  on  the 
p<iH*age,  the  crew  imprisoned,  and  tbe  vessel  seized  and 
converted  to  the  Mexican  service. 

On  the  2 1st  June,  1832,  the  American  schooner  Bra- 
uzed  in  the  port  of  Brazoria,  by  Jolin  A  ustin, 
the  Mexican  military  commandant  in  that  quarter,  and 
employed  to  make  an  attack  upon  Anahnac,  then  in  the 
of  insurgents.    During  the  attack,  she  was  so 
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iujured  as  to  ba  rendered  unseaworthy,  and  was  subse- 
quently abandoned  as  a  total  Ion ;  for  which  the  under- 
writer* bare  received  no  compensation. 

In  the  summer  of  183*,  the  steamboat  Hidalgo,  and 
schooner  Consolation,  belonging  to  Mr.  Leggett,  were 
forcibly  taken  possession  of  by  Mexican  officers  in  Tabasco, 
and  used  by  them  for  their  own  purposes.  The  brig  John, 
belonging  to  the  same  gentleman,  was  also  detained,  and 
money  extorted  from  him.  The  consequences  resulting 
from  these  acts  are  represented  to  have  been  ruinous  to 
the  sufferer;  and  the  Mexican  Government  is  clearly 
bound,  under  the  treaty,  to  indemnify  him  for  them. 

In  March,  1834,  Captain  McKeige,  of  the  schooner  In- 
dustry, of  Mobile,  was  imprisoned  at  Tabasco,  and  an  ex- 
orbitant fine  demanded  of  bim  without  cause.  The  pay- 
ment  of  this  fine  being  made  the  only  condition  on  which 
he  could  ba  allowed  to  depart,  he  abandoned  his  vessel  and 
cargo  to  the  authorities,  who  afterward*  sold  them. 

In  the  summer  of  1834,  the  brig  Paragon,  of  New  York, 
was  causelessly  fired  into,  on  her  way  to  Vera  Crux,  by 
Mexican  armed  schooner  Tampico.  In  reply  to  an 
on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Butler,  this 
that  the  affair  shoo, Id  be  inquired  in- 
to; but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  promise  baa  been 
complied  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  last  year,  the  answer  of  an  of- 
ficer, supposed  to  belong  to  the  custom-house,  who  board- 
ed the  brig  Ophrr,  of  New  York,  on  her  arrival  at  Cam- 
peachy,  «o  an  inquiry  of  the  captain  as  to  which  of  the 
ship's  paper*  it  would  be  necessary  to  present  at  the1  cus- 
tom -house,  was  accidentally,  or  intentionally,  misinterpre- 
ted. In  consequence  of  this,  notwithstanding  all  the  pa- 
pers were  shown  to  the  boarding  officers,  the  invoices  only 
being  exhibited  at  the  custom-house,  the 


In  May,  1835,  also,  the  schooner  Martha,  from  New 
Orleans,  was  seized  at  Galveston  bay  by  the  Mexican  arm- 
«-d  schooner  Montezuma,  for  an  alleged  non-compliance 
with  certain  formalities  of  their  revenue  laws.  Four  of 
the  pa$»engers  of  the  Martha  were  put  in  irons  under  the 
hatches  of  the  M  on  tea  urns,  and  otherwise  treated  with 
great  barbarity,  because  of  an  imputed  intention*  to  use 
their  fire-arms  against  a  guard  that  had  been  placed  over 
them  on  board  the  Martha. 

In  November,  1835,  the  schooner  Hanosh  Elizabeth,  of 
New  Orleans,  was  stranded  on  the  bar  in  attempting  to 
enter  Matagorda  bay.  While  in  this  condition,  she  was 
fired  into  by  the  Mexican  armed  schooner  Bravo,  boarded 
by  twenty  armed  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  two  offi- 
cers, who  forciUy  took  the  master,  crew,  and  passengers 
from  the  wreck,  pillaged  them  of  most  of  their  clothes,  and 
chained  them  in  the  hold  of  the  Bravo  until  their  arrival 
at  Matagorda,  where  they  were  continued  in  confinement. 
Through  the  urgent  representations  of  the  consul  of  the 
United  Stales  at  that  place,  however,  all  but  the  captain 
were  ultimately  released  ;  and  although  a  respectful  note 
was  addiessed  to  your  excellency  in  relation  to  this  trans- 
action, under  date  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  the  undersigned 
hns  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  that  unfortunate 
individual  (the  captain  of  the  Hannah  Elizabeth)  still  re- 
mains confined  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Bravo  de  Santiago, 
-  or  whether  any  satisfaction  has  been  offered  for  an  out- 
rage so  daring. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last,  William  Hallett  and  Zal- 
mon  Hull,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  arrested  in 
the  streets  of  Matatnorae  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers, 
who  struck  Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly 
took  both  to  the  principal  barrack  in  that  city,  where  they 
were  confined  upon  suspicion  of  being  about  to  proceed  to 
Texas.  Sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doors  of  the  consul's 
residence  subsequent  to  the  arrest  of  Hallett  and  Hull, 


prohibited.  Armed  soldier*  broke  open  his  gate  during  his 
absence,  forcibly  took  a  mare  and  two  "mules  belonging  to 
bim,  entered  his  house  with  drawn  sword*,  and  searched 
every  room  in  it,  with  the  avowed  object  of  finding 
the  consul  himself.  Hal  let  and  Hull  have  been  released; 
but  to  the  note  addressed  to  your  excellency  on  the 
instant,  on  this  subject,  no  satisfactory 
received. 

The  schooner  Eclipse,  Abner  Lane,  master,  of  Mobile, 
arrived  off  Tabasco  in  March  last,  with  a  cargo  of  lumber; 
and,  on  being  boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  customs  below 
the  city,  the  captain  delivered  hi*  papers,  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  Mexico ;  be  was  then  ordered  on  shore,  and  there 
detained  until  the  ensuing  morning.    At  that  time  the 
officer  alluded  to  made  search  of  the  vessel  for  contraband 
goods,  and  then  sealed  the  hatches,  forecastle,  and  bulk- 
heads ;  which  bring  done,  a  guard  was  left  on  board,  and 
the  vessel  despatched  up  the  river.    On  her  passage  up, 
she  was  visited  by  four  or  five  boats  that  reported  them- 
selves as  belonging  to  the  custom-house ;  but  they  had  no 
ensign  or  other  mark  to  distinguish  theiu  as  such.  Each 
of  these  boat*  overhauled  everything  on  board  not 
the  custom  house  seal,  and  forcibly  took  the  ship's 
ions  for  their  own  use,  leaving  the  crew  on  short  allowance. 
After  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  city  of  Tabasco,  ad- 
ditions! guard*  were  placed  on  board.    The  captain  was 
then  given  to  understand  he  might  land  his  cargo ;  but  on 
the  following  day  the  guard  was  again  increased  in  number, 
and  be  was  not  permitted  to  discharge  his  vessel  with  her 
own  crew — laborers  having  been  sent  from  the  shore  to 
perform  that  duty,  contrary  to  the  captain's  expressed 
w  ish.    After  the  vessel  was  discharged,  another  unsuc- 
cessful search  for  contraband  goods  was  instituted,  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  the  cabin  and  furniture  were  much 
broken  and  otherwise  injuicd;  notwithstanding  all  which, 
an  exorbitant  bill  of  expenses  was  presented  to  Captain 
T.ane  for  discharging  the  vessel  us  aforesaid,  and,  upon  his 
refusing  to  pay  the  same,  and  making  a  formal  abandon- 
ment of  the  vessel,  she  was  seized  and  he  imprisoned. 
At  the  last  advices  received,  the  one  still  remained  in  close 
confinement,  and  the  other  fast  moored  in  the  river. 

In  April  last,  the  brig  Jane,  the  schooner  Compeer,  and 
other  vessels  of  the  United  State*,  were  forcibly  detainrd 
for  a  length  of  time  at  Matamoraa. 

And  in  May  last,  the  consul  of  the  United  Stale*  at  Ta- 
basco was  summoned  before  an  alclade  of  that  city,  and 
required  by  that  functionary  to  authenticate  public  docu- 
ments under  the  consular  seal  of  his  office.  Upon  his  re- 
fusal to  comply  with  this  extraordinary  demand,  be  was 
ill-treated,  and  threatened  with  imprisonment ;  the  i 
thereby  constituting  himself  an  arbiter  to  decide  i 
propriety  of  the  discharge  of  duties  confided  to 
bearing  the  commission  of  a  foreign  Power,  to  whom  alone 
he  is  responsible  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  hi*  public 
obligations. 

The  flag  of  the  United  Slates  ha*  been  repeatedly  in- 
sulted and  fired  upon  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  this 
Government ;  her  consuls,  in  almost  every  port  of  the  re- 
public, have  been  maltreated  and  insulted  by  the  public 
authorities ;  her  citizens,  while  in  the  pursuit  of  a  lawful 
and  peaceful  trade,  have  been  murdered  on  the  high  seas 
by  a  licentious  and  unrestrained  soldiery.  Others  have 
been  arrested  and  scourged  in  the  street*,  by  the  military, 
like  common  malefactors ;  they  have  been  seixed  and  im- 
prisoned under  the  most  frivoloua  pretexts ;  their  properly 
ha*  been  condemned  and  confiscated,  in  violation  of  exist- 
ing treaties  and  the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations,  and 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  exacted  from  them,  con- 
trary to  all  law.  These  acts  of  outrage  and  oppression, 
with  the  numerous  other  complaints  which  have  been 
made,  from  time  to  time,  and  which  still  remain  unredress- 
ed, have  painfully 
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itont  of  the  United  .States  that  the  great  moderation  and 
forbearance  which  be  has,  on  all  occasions,  practised  to- 
wards Mexico,  and  the  friendly  and  benevolent  motives 
which  have  led  to  it,  have  not  been  properly  appreciated  ; 
and  he  now  feels  himself  constrained,  by  a  high  *ense  of  duty, 
to  ask  of  the  Mexican  Government  such  reparation  asthe*e 
accumulated  wrongs  may,  on  inquiry,  be  found  to  require. 

The  undersigned  is  also  instructed  to  make  known  to 
vour  excellency  that  it  is  expected  that  any  damage  which 
may  have  been  su*uined  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  embargo  at  Vera  Crux,  Tam- 
pion, and  other  Mexican  ports  on  the  Gulf,  will  be  repair- 
ed, pursuant  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

The  private  claims,  generally,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
State*,  to  a  vast  amount,  tricing  out  of  flagrant  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nationa,  have  been  made  by  my  predecessors 
the  subject  of  repented  and  unavailing  applications  to  this 
Government  for  adjustment.  After  these  unexpected  pro- 
crastinations in  rendering  justice  to  those  who  hail  been 
invited  into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  under  the  most  solemn 
guaranties  of  protection,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprisr 
that  the  United  States  should  ask  that  their  claims  may  be 
investigated,  and  acknowledged,  if  found  to  be  correct. 
Every  principle  of  international  law,  ami  of  equity,  re- 
quires that  remuneration  should  be  granted  to  the  sufferers, 
who  have  been  thus  reduced  to  ruin  ami  beggary  by  the 
unauthorized  acts  of  men  who  have  violated  the  laws  and 
u*ages  which  regulate  anil  control  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  all  civilized  nations.  Such  remuneration 
in  due  to  that  high  sense  of  honor  and  justice  which  the 
undersigned  confidently  believes  will  ever  animate  the 
Mexican  Government  in  maintaining  those  friendly  rela- 
tions which  so  happily  exist  between  the  two  republics ; 
and  permit  him  to  add,  it  is  due  to  the  honor,  the  interests, 
ami  the  rights  of  his  own  country. 

Many  of  the  cases  not  enumerated,  as  well  as  those  now 
particularly  referred  to,  marked,  as  they  are,  by  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  cruelty  anil  injustice,  cannot  he  made  a 
matter  of  controversy  at  thi*  time.  The  established  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  governing  the  rights  of  those  in- 
terested, are  too  clearly  defined  to  leave  a  doubt  upon  the 
tions  involved  in  a  settlement  of  the  claims  now  re- 
folly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Mexican 
it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  conclude  this  note  without  ex- 
pressing his  assured  confidence  that  the  enlightened  and 
liberal  views,  and  known  sense  of  justice,  of  his  excellency 
the  President  ad  interim  of  the  supreme  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, will  impel  him  speedily  to  arrange,  with  entire  satis- 
faction, these  alleged  causes  of  complaint  against  that  (iov- 


ernment 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  demands 
that  full  reparation  be  made  to  all  persona  who  have  sus- 
tained injury  in  the  several  cases  now  set  forth ;  that  all 
private  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  on  this 
Government  be  promptly  and  properly  examined,  and 
suitable  redress  utfbrded;  and  that  due  satisfaction  l«e  given 
for  the  numerous  insults  offered  to  the  officers  and  flag  of 
the  United  States,  as  hereinbefore  represented. 

The  undersigned  improves  the  present  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Monasterio  the  assurance  of  his  very  distin- 
guished con  sidenti  on.  POWHATAN  ELLI8. 
To  his  Excellency  Josk  Mibia  ORTtn  Mowastzsio, 

Acting  Mhiirter  of  Foreign  Affuiri. 

Mr.  Motuuttrio  to  Mr.  EUU. 


The 


•] 

Dipazstxkkt  or  Relations, 

Mexico,  October  3,  1886. 
has  the  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Mr. 


Ellis,  that  he  has  duly  received  his  note  of  Ute  2Gth  ultimo, 
in  which  he  asks  that  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government 
should  take  into  consideration  the  different  subject*  and 
reclamations  therein  mentioned  ;  but  as  in  order  to  do  so, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  examine  the  various 
documents  touching  the  cases,  some  of  which  are  of  old 
dates,  ho  has  given  instructions  that  tln-y  should  lie  collect- 
ed in  the  Department  of  State,  so  that  an  account  of  the 
whole  may  be  presented  to  his  excellency  the  President  ad 
interim;  the  result  of  which  will  be  communicated  with 
all  despntch  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  EUU:  to  whom,  in  the  mean 
lime,  he  renews  the  assurances  of  hi*  very  distinguished 
consideration. 

JOSE  MAKIA  ORTIZ  MOXASTERIO. 


Mr.  EUU  tn  Mr.  Fnriyth.— Extract. 

Lr.eATiox  otr  the  Uxiteb  States  or  Axekica, 

Mexico,  October  4,  18U6. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  the 
correspondence  (marked  A)  between  the  acting  Minister 
of  Foreign  A  (fairs  and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  American  consul  and  two  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  at  Matamoras.  From  the  direction  Mr. 
M<tna»terio  was  pleased  to  give  my  note  on  this  subject, 
it  was  impossible  to  conjecture,  from  past  experience,  when 
a  satisfactory  answer  would  he  received.  I  have,  there- 
fore, thought  it  proper  to  embrace  this  case  in  the  enumer- 
ated causes  of  complaint  presented  to  thi 
ernment  on  the  26th  ultimo. 

To  the  Hon.  Jomi  Foksttb, 

City. 


Mr.  EUU  to  Mr.. Monasterio. 

Leaatiox  or  mi  Uhitkd  States  or  An  sate*, 

Mexico,  September  9,  1936. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  excellency, 
that,  am  the  17th  February  last,  William  Hallet  and  ZaJ- 
mon  Hull,  (the  step-son  of  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales 
at  Matamoras,)  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  arrest- 
ed in  the  street,  near  the  habitation  of  the  consul  of  said 
States,  by  a  party  of  armed  soldiers,  who  brutally  struck 
Hull  in  the  face  with  a  sword,  and  forcibly  took  them  to 
the  principal  barrack  in  the  city  of  Matamoras,  where  they 
were  confined  as  prisoners.  A  short  time  after  this  occur- 
rence, sentinels  were  placed  at  the  doora  of  the  residence 
of  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales,  and  all  communication 
therewith  prohibited. 

Armed  soldiers  broke  open  his  gate  during  his  absence, 
and  forcibly  took  out  of  the  enclosure  of  his  private  property 
one  mare  and  two  mules ;  and  afterwards  entered  the  house 
with  drawn  swords,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  females  of  hie 
family,  and  searched  every  room  in  the  building  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  finding  the  father  of  Mr.  Hull. 

From  these  facts,  it  is  apparent  the  outrage  committed 
has  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  injury  and  insult 
wholly  inconsistent  with  those  laws  and  regulations  which 
govern  the  commercial  intercourse  between  nations,  and 
which  have  heretofore  been  the  protection  of  consuls  in  ail 
countries.  x  our  excellency  must  be  too  well  acquainted 
with  these  laws,  not  tu  lie  aware  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  local  authorities  at  Matamoras,  in  lbs 
instance  alluded  to,  and  that  they  are  in  violation  of  the 
rigbu  of  a  Government  on  terms  of  amity  with  the  United 
Mexican  States. 

The  undersigned  will,  however,  remark,  that  wben  con- 
suls resident  in  a  foreign  country  are  received  without  ex- 
be  considered  as  standing  on 


press  conditions,  they  must 
the  footing  eatablished  by  the  i 
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Custom  and  usage  have  ascertained  and  fixed  iheir  immu- 
nities, where  it  has  not  been  dune  by  conventional  law ; 
and  any  infraction  of  them  is  justly  considered  sn  indignity 
offered  to  the  country  whose  commission  the  consul  bean.. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions, demands  reparation  to  tho  injured  individuals  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  and  duo  satisfaction  for  the  insult  offer- 
ed to  his  (iovcrnment  in  the  perpetration  of  the  arbitrary, 
and,  be  trusts,  unsutborized  acts  of  the  commandant  gen- 
eral of  the  department  of  Tamaulipas  and  New  Leon. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  pre- 
sent to  his  excellency  the  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
the  assurance  of  his  great  respect  and  distinguished  consid- 
eration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  his  Excellency  Josi  Maria  Oitii  Moxastehio, 

Acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair*. 

Mt,  Mmnustciio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.) 

Palaci  or  THE  NaTIOXAL  GoTtaWMEVT, 

Mexico,  September  19,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affsirs,  has 
the  honor  to  advise  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Ellis  that  his  note 
of  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  in 
Matamoras  against  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  two  other  citizens  of  the  same  Slates,  by  a 
party  of  soldiers,  has  been  this  day  transmitted  to  tho  Sec- 
retary of  War,  for  such  provisions  as  he  may  think  fit  to 
dictate  in  the  case. 

The  undersigned  engnges  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Ellis 
the  resolution  of  the  said  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  the  mean 
time  avail*  himself  of  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  him  the 
aasurance*  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 

To  the  Hun.  Powhatak  Ellis, 

Charge  eT  Affaire*  of  the  V.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  EUu  to  Mr.  Fnrsyth. 

Lisatiox  or  the  U.  S.  or  Amebic*, 

Mexico,  October  A,  1836. 

Sta  :  The  enclosed  correspondence  (marked  C)  in  refer- 
ence to  tlte  proceedings  had  bvforc  the  mercantile  tribunal 
at  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  caso  of  (lie  schooner  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
wrecked  near  that  port  on  the  19th  of  July  last,  will  inform 
you  of  the  course  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  pursue,  with 
a  view  to  protect  the  rights  uud  interests  of  citizen*  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  to  resist  a  manifest  infraction  of  the 
well  established  principle  of  maritime  law.  What  order 
tlte  Supreme  Mexican  Government  may  take  upon  this 
matter,  I  am  yet  to  learn ;  as  my  note  under  date  of  the 
15th  ultimo,  representing  this  affair  in  its  true  light,  has 
been  transferred  from  the  Foreign  Office  to  the  Minister  of 
Grace  aud  Justice;  where,  from  the  evasive  policy  of  this 
Government,  ii  may  rest  unnoticed  as  long  as  that  referred 
to  tho  Minister  of  War  and  Marine  in  the  case  of  the  Han- 
nah Elizabeth. 

The  papers  (D)  show  that  the  court  of  admiralty  at 
.Campeacby  has  violated  sn  imperative  duty  under  the 
stipulation*  of  the  treaty  subsisting  between  the  coun- 
tries, to  the  injury  of  those  interested  in  the  case  of  the 
brig  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Sisal,  and  libelled  in 
that  court  subsequent  to  her  disaster.  This  Government 
complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  American  consul  in  this 
case,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  him  for  a  full  statement 
of  the  proceedings.  His  reply  states  ih.it,  on  demand,  the 
j'idtfe  had  rcfu«ed  to  furnUh  him  with  a  copy  of  the  ree- 
onl ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  notes  now  enclosed 
Vol.  XIV.  — A  31 


passed  between  this  legation  and  the  acting  Minister  of 

Foreign  Affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dec, 

POWHATAN  ELLI8. 
To  tho  Hon.  Johm  Forsttr, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city. 

Mr.  Ktlis  tn  Mr  Monasterio. 

Lkoatio*  or  the  U.  8.  or  America, 

Mexico,  September  IS,  1836. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  schooner  Peter 
D.  Vroom,  E.  F.  Kelly,  mister,  sailed  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  12th  of  June,  1830,  consigned  to  Crecencio  Boves, 
Vera  Cruz,  and  on  the  19th  of  July  next  ensuing  was 
wrecked  on  the  coast  forty  miles  above  Vera  Cruz.  Tho 
captain,  after  taking  every  precaution  to  save  the  cargo  of 
his  vessel,  came  down  to  the  place  of  bis  destination,  and 
noted  protest  before  the  American  consul,  and  sppointed 
him  agent  to  dispose  of  the  cargo.  This  officer  despatched 
vessels,  and  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz  the  whole  of  tho  said 
cargo  saved  from  the  wreck  ;  and  the  same  was  tendered 
to  the  original  consignee,  who  refused  to  accept  it.  Said 
consignee  subsequently  made  a  formal  abandonment  before 
the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  who  thereupon  ap- 
pointed him  agent  for  the  underwriters  to  dispose  of  the 
cargo  for  the  benefit  of  those  concerned.  To  the  appoint- 
ment of  this,  or  any  other  agent,  the  American  consul  ob- 
jected, and  claimed  the  control  of  the  business,  after  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  giving  the  order  of 
sale.  Crecencio  Boves,  however,  renounced  his  agency 
for  the  sale  of  the  cargo,  and  Manuel  dc  Vega  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place,  with  the  same  powers,  and  for  the 
same  object :  who  proceeded,  on  the  30th  of  July,  under 
an  order  of  the  mercantile  tribunal,  to  sell  the  cargo  in 
question,  without  the  consul  of  the  United  States  baring 
received  any  official  notice  thereof.  Against  this  sale  the 
said  consul  protested. 

From  an  examination  of  the  facta  in  this  case,  your  ex- 
cellency will  perceive  thst  the  mercantile  tribunal  of  Vera 
Cruz  exceeded  its  just  authority,  in  withholding  from  th- 
agent  and  consul  of  the  United  8lates  that  participation  in 
the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  Peter  D  Vroom  to  which  he 
was  clearly  entitled.  It  is  a  general  duty  imposed  upon 
consuls  of  the  United  States,  when  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  their  consulates,  to  take 
proper  measures  for  saving  such  vessehvthoir  cargoes  and  sp- 
pu rtances,  aud,  after  deducting  the  charges  and  expenses  ac- 
cruing on  the  salvage,  to  deliver  over  the  same  to  the  own- 
ers. In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  in  the  case  now  un- 
der consideration,  vessels  were  despatched  to  tho  assistance 
of  the  wreck,  and  that  portion  of  the  ca-gn  not  already  de- 
stroyed was  conveyed  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  tendered,  as  be- 
fore stated,  to  the  consignee,  Crecencio  Boves ;  but  he 
refused  to  receive  it,  and  thereafter  made  a  formal  aban- 
donment. In  this  Mate  of  the  case,  there  being  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  by  a  uni- 
versally acknowledged  principle  of  maritime  law,  became 
the  agent  for  tho  owners  and  shippers,  and  had  a  right  to 
lake  such  steps  ss  he  might  deem  proper  for  the  benefit  of 
those  interested.  In  the  exercise  of  this  right,  conceded 
bv  the  laws  governing  the  commercisl  world,  and  guaran- 
ti  d  to  bin  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Mcxicsn  States,  the  undersigned 
is  at  a  lo-s  to  conceive  how  the  court  of  admiralty  in  Vera 
Cruz  could  have  overlooked  the  first  pretensions  of  the 
agent  of  the  master  to  control  the  sale,  and  receive  the 
proceeds  arising  there  from,  under  the  order  of  the  court. 
If  there  could  be  any  doubt  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
t  ie  course  contended  for  by  the  consul,  the  following  de- 
cree* of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government  itself  will  con- 
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clusivelv  demonstrate  it  to  be  comet.    The  first,  under 
date  of  the  36th  of  August,  1881,  provide*  that  "if a 
•hip,  galley,  or  other  vessel,  lie  stranded  or  wrecked,  we 
order  that  the  venae],  and  all  things  that  may  be  found  ap- 
pertaining thereto,  be  delivered  to  the  person  or  persona  to 
whom  they  belonged  prior  to  damage."    The  second,  un- 
der date  of  the  4th  of  October,  1835,  declaros:  "  To  ful- 
fil better  the  spirit  and  loltet  of  « la  ley  recopihuV  on  ship- 
wrecks, which  was  ordered  to  be  observed  in  a  circular  of 
the  26lh  of  August  last,  hia  excellency  the  President  has 
decreed  that  the  judicial  authorities  who  may  have  or  take 
cognizance  of  the  case,  must  deliver,  with  all  formality,  J 
and  with  corresponding  security,  to  the  consignee  or  con- 
signees, who  may  appear,  the  effects  brought  by  the  j 
wrecked  vessel ;  and,  iu  case  none  should  appear,  or  they  j 
*hould  make  abandonment  in  wiiting  aud  in  legal  form, 
(to  which  effect  ibey,  the  authorities,  will  take  cate  to  cite  , 
them,)  (he  consignees,  if  they  should  be  found  in  the  same  : 
or  distant  part*,  using  for  that  purpose  all  the  means  that  . 
may  be  in  conformity  with  equity  and  justice,  the  judge  ; 
will  cause  the  effects  to  be  deposited  iu  nccordancc  with  the 
consul  or  vice-consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  be- 
longed, if  there  be  one  ;  and  in  every  case  advice  must  be 
given  to  the  Supreme  Government,  in  order  that  this  latter, 
if  it  be  deemed  convenient  or  necessary,  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  exclusively  belong  to  il.    It  is,  however,  un- 
derstood, thU  is  not  to  stay  proceedings  of  hale  and  depos- 
itc  of  the  product  of  the  effects  saved  or  damaged,  aud 
even  of  the  vessel  itself,  if,  after  survey  or  information  oi 
witnesses,  it  should  appear  that  they  cannot  be  preserved 
without  serious  damage  or  risk  of  total  loss."    From  the 
spirit  and  letter  or  these  decrees,  the  undersigned  is  fully 
pursuaded  it  was  the  duty  of  the  judicial  tribunals  iu  Vera 
Ouz  to  name  the  consul  of  the  United  States  as  agent  to 
sell  the  cargo,  aud  receive  the  proceeds,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned.    It  must  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Doves,  the 
consignee,  formally  abandoned ;  that  there  was  no  owner 
or  supercargo  present ;  and  that,  iu  contemplation  of  law, 
the  master,  E.  F.  Kelly,  was  agcut  for  the  owners  and 
shippers,  and  had  a  right  to  appoint,  as  he  did,  an  agent 
to  act  tor  him  until  the  owners,  shippers,  aud  underwriters 
could  l>e  heard  from.    How,  then,  could  the  mercantile 
tribunal  of  Vera  Cruz,  having  the  degrees  above  quoted  be- 
fore them,  deprive  Mr.  Bunough,  as  consul  and  agent,  ol 
his  .right  to  superintend  the  sale,  and  receive  the  proceeds 
thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  proper  authorities !  He 
did  not  except  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  nor  could  he, 
with  propriety,  say  any  thing  against  the  highly  intelligent 
and  respectable  gentleman,  Don  Manuel  de  Vega,  named  as 
agent  by  that  tribunal ;  but  he  had  a  right  to  protest  against 
the  deposit*  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  iu  lite 
hands  of  a  person,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  maritime 
law,  and  the  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Mexican  Government. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  these  suggestions  on  the 
law  arising  out  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  entertains  the  hope 
that  his  excellency  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Monaslerio  will  see 
the  propriety  of  ordering  the  proceed*  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Peter  D.  V room  to  be  paid  over, 
with  a*  tiule  delay  as  possible,  to  the  consul  of  tbu  United 
States  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  legal  agent  entitled  to  the  same. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Monas- 
lerio the  assurance  of  hia  very  distinguished  consideration 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  bw  Ex.  Jose  M  Am  a  Ohtiz  Monastxhio, 

Acting  Minister  nf  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Munwterin  to  Mr.  Eiiis. 
■Translation.] 
1'Ai.ACt.  or  rua  INatiomai  Uoti.»jh«.it, 

Mexico,  September  21,  1886. 
The  nolo  of  the  honorable  Powhalan  Elli-,  addressed  to 


the  undersigned,  acling  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  under 

date  of  the  15th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  occurrences 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  cargo  ol  the  American  schooner 
"  Peter  D.  Vruom,"  which  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  some 
distance  from  the  port  of  Vera  Crux,  has  been  this  day 
transferred  to  lbs  Minister  of  Justice,  as  a  subject  coming 
within  the  province  of  bis  duties,  agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  excellency  the  President  ad  interim ;  the  result 
of  which  the  undersigned  will  communicate  lo  the  ' 
able  Mr.  Ellis,  to  whom  be  is  now  prompted  to  i 
assurances  of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  th*  Hon.  Powmatar  Elms, 

Charge  a"  Affaires  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 

Mr.  EM*  to  Mr.  Monaster*,. 
Location  or  Tit  x  Usitkd  States  or  Am  rare  a, 

Mexico,  September  20,  18J6. 

The  undesigned,  charge  d'affaires^  the  United 
of  America,  has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that 
he  has  received  an  auswer  from  the  American  consul  at 
Campcachy,  in  reply  to  the  note  addressed  lo  him  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  bad  in  the  admiralty  court  at  (hat 
place,  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Aurora,  wrecked  on  the  cosst 
of  Sisal.  It  appears,  from  his  statement,  that  the  judge  of 
the  district  has,  in  direct  contravention  to  the  twenty-fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  now  in  full  fore*  between  the  two  re- 


publics, refused,  on  demand,  lo  give  to  the  parties  interest- 
ed a  copy  of  the  judicial  proceeding*  in  the  case  iu  question, 
and  that  this  prerequisite  is  indispensable  to  enable  biui  to 
give  a  satisfactory  statement  of  the  whole  transaction.  Hta 
excellency  Jose"  Maria  Ortiz  Monaslerio  is  loo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  importance  of  such  a  document  not  to 
admit  the  necessity  of  iu  production,  before  a  definite  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  on  this  subject.  The  undersigued, 
therefore,  trulls  that,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  so 
order  may  be  given  lo  the  court  at  Campeachy  to  farn?»h 
to  the  owners,  or  the  agenU  of  those  interested,  a  full  and 
complete  record  of  the  judicial  proceedings  had  on  the 
wreck  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  Ihe  re- 
ceipt of  Mr.  Monastery's  note  of  the  19th  instant ;  aud  im- 
proves the  present  occasion  to  asxure  him  of  his  distinguish- 
ed consideration.  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  bis  Ex.  Josa  Ma»ia  Ohtiz  Mosastkbio, 

Acting  Minuter  of  Foreign  Affair*. 

Mr.  Monashrio  to  Mr.  Ellit. 
[Translation.] 
Palacx  or  tub  National  Govkbjkxkivt, 

Mexico,  Septtmbtr  27.  IMS. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  A  flair*,  has 
the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Powhatan  Ellis  that  hi* 
note,  of  the  20lb  instant,  relative  in  the  case  of  the  Wig 
Aurora,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice,  lie- 
can  «c  it  being  a  subject  with  whirh  he  is  cohvst*bii1,  as 
one  embiaeed  within  his  peculiar  functions,  he  will  dictate 
all  proper  provisions,  the  results  of  which  the  undersigned 
will  advise  Mr.  Lllia  of;  to  whom  he  renews  the  assurances 
of  his  very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOSE  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Eii.ip. 

Charge  a" Affaire*  U  S.  nf  America. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  For^th.— Extract. 
Lin  a  r  ion  or  tub  U.mtkii  Statis  or  Amlsica, 

Mexico,  October  11,  183B. 
Sis:  Ac  already  intimated  to  you,  I  have  little  c»tec- 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  %  Seatoris  Register. 


248 


[2f>lh  Cosu.  let  8m 


lution  of  a  **>ti*f;irtarv  adjustment  of  our  claims  on  this 
Government.  I  shall,  howovor,  pursue,  to  the  letter,  your 
instructions  an  the  subject,  and  advise  yon  from  time  to 


of  such  progress  as  I  may  make  in  the 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  esteem,  your 


ant, 

Hon.  Jon*  Forsttu, 


POWHATAN  ELLIS. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
l.tcATio.x  or  tbb  Uxitbb  States  of  Ambbica, 


Sim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  f<>r  your  information 
a  copy  of  my  note  of  (he  20lh  instant  to  the  acting  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  my  letter  addressed 
to  him  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  bis  answer  to  the  same. 
If  r  receive  no  further  communication  from  the  Government, 
I  shall,  Sn  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  inform  Mr. 
Monasterio  of  my  intention  to  demand  my  passports  at  ihe 
expiration  of  two  weeks,  should  a  satisfactory  answer  be 
withheld  in  regard  to  the  alleged  ca  lines  of  complaint 
against  the  Mexican  Government. 

t  will  again  suggest,  that  I  have  no  hope  of  a  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  our  affairs  with  this  Government;  yet 
every  principle  of  justice  would  seem  to  require  at  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  this  matter 
should  be  pressed  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  conclusion. 


With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS 
Hoi..  Johx  Fobktth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  city 


Mr.  ElUs  to  Mr.  Monasterio. 
LtU4Tra«  or  th*  U.  8.  or  Ambbica, 


The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  asks  permission  to  call  the  attention  of  your 
excellency  to  his  note  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

In  preserving  so  urgent  a  representation  as  he  did  on 
that  occasion,  of  the  wrongs  of  which  his  Government  has 
such  just  cause  to  complain,  the  undersigned  indulged  the 
hope  that  a  returning  sense  of  juctice  on  the  part  of  the 
Supreme  Mexican  Government  would  have  induced  it  to 
enter  into  a  speedy  arrangement  of  all  alleged  causes  of 
complaint  agoinst  it ;  but  ho  has  seen  with  regret  that  his 
anticipations,  thus  far,  have  not  bern  rcalited.  He  now 
has  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency,  that,  unless  re- 
dress is  a  (To  rde J  without  unnecessary  delay  in  the  several 
eases  heretofore  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Government, 
the  longer  residence  of  the  undersigned,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
near  that  of  Mexico,  will  be  useless. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  thus 
presented  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his 
undiminished  personal  esteem  and  distinguished  considera- 
tion. POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Ex.  Josa  Maria  Onnx  Moxartkbio, 

Acting  Mini  iter  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


resen taiive  of  the  United  States  of  America.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  undersigned  cannot  understand  how  a  de- 
lay in  the  reply  to  any  note,  however  grave  ita  subject  may 
be,  could  be  considered  a  sufficient  cause  for  taking  the  step 
referred  to— much  more  if  it  i>  recollected  that  the  delay 
in  such  answer  does  not  arise  from  any  omission  on  the 
part  of  the  minister,  but  from  circumstances  which  it  ia 
not  In  his  power  to  control.  These  circumstances  in  the 
present  instance,  as  the  undersigned  hns  already  had  the 
honor  to  inform  the  honorable  Mr.  Ellis,  owing  to  the  ne- 
glect of  hie  predecessors  in  the  office  at  this  time  under  his 
charge  in  some  of  the  matters  to  which  the  note  aforesaid 
of  the  26th  ultimo  refers,  are,  the  necessity  nf  procuring 
documents  from  the  offices  of  the  other  secretaries,  and 
even  from  the  Governments  of  the  respective  departments 
themselves;  and  the  time,  although  it  may  be  very  pre- 
cious, requisite  to  collect  such  documents,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine deliberately  the  several  points  with  which  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  he  conversant  before  replying  to  them  in  a  man- 
ner called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  the  desire 
of  the  Supremo  Government  to  render  satisfaction  to  that 
of  the  United  8tates  in  every  case,  supported  by  justice, 
among  the  reclamations  which  have  been  presented. 

These  observations  cannot  fail  to  have  their  due  weight 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Hon.  Powhatan  Elli*;  and 
as  the  undersigned  had  supposed  he  was  previously  im- 
pressed with  them,  the  greater  pain  was  caused  that  he 
should  have  imagined  the  Mexican  Government  bad  paid 
little  attention  to  his  note  aforesaid,  and  that  he  should  have 
manifested  any  intention  to  withdraw  himself  from  the  func- 
tiona  which  be  now  exercises. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  advice  of  his  excellency  the 
President  ad  interim,  can  do  nothing  more  at  this  time 
than  reassure  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  Slates,  that 
as  soon  as  he  can  collect  and  examine  all  the  necessary  Jots, 
be  will  reply  to  the  note  in  question.  He  has  already  made 
requisitions  to  this  effect  for  those  that  are  wanting.  He 
will  hasten  thoir  transmission  to  this  office ;  and  he  protests 
that  he  will  occupy  himself  exclusively  with  the  affairs 
which  the  honorable  Mr.  ElHs  has  submitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  8upreme  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  thi*  opportunity  to 
renew  to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  very  dtstin- 
lideration  and  esteem. 

J08E  MARIA  ORTIZ  MONASTERIO. 
To  the  Hon.  Powhatax  Ellis, 

Charged1 Affaire*  of  the  United  States 


Mr.  Monasterio  to  Mr.  Ellis. 
[Translation.) 

Pa  lac  a  or  ths  Natioxal  Gotbrxmknt, 

Mexico,  October  SI,  183C. 


seen  wilh  pain  iho  note  which  the  honorable  Powhatan 
Ellis  addressed  Ij  him  yesterday,  advising  that,  unless  be 
received  a  prompt  reply  to  that  of  the  26th  ultimo,  he 

'  ia  Mexico  as  the  rep- 


Mr  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 
I.bvatiox  or  ths  Uxitbd  States  or  America, 

Mexico,  November  10,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  my 
note  of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  bis  excellency  Jose 
Maria  Ortis  Monasterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affuirs, 
in  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  SOth  of  July 
last.  He  has  not  answered  this  communication.  You 
see  by  a  reference  to  hia  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  preceding  day,  that  ho  designate*  no  time  at 
which  he  will  be  prepared  to  give  the  necessary  explana- 
tions, and  under  such  justice  as  may  be  deemed  coin  men - 
surste  with  the  injuries  complained  of  by  the  United  States, 
Under  each  circumstances,  the  policy  of  this  Government 
has  not  been  such  as  to  inspire,  me  with  entire  confidence 
in  their  speedy  ami  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  our  diffi- 
culties, end  I  could  no*  feel  myself  justified  in  waiting  opon 
them,  until  they  might  find  it  convenient  hereafter  to  ad- 

i  ,  .  _  f» v n r tk r ■  I »4  riiitJa  iirir  n  rrvsi  atiiKis>/*t         f  am 

I .  t  i  h>tf    III  (J    a    H1U I C    111 v yl ni'lc  II  *J I©  U  I*"-* '1  111*3  r* U  III IL  I.       1  &  FU 

strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  moment  never  will  arrive, 
and  thnt  I  may  see  you  in  Washington  city  before  the  end 
of  January  next. 
I  transmit  a  duplicate  of  my  d«»patdi  No.  83,  and  havo 
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25th  Co»o.  l«t  Sses.] 


Mexican  Affaire. 


■to  hr,  with  the 
dient  servant. 

Hon.  Jobr  Fobsttr, 


respect,  your  roost  obe- 
PO  WHAT  AN  ELLIS. 


City. 


Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Monastirio. 
Lssatior  or  tbs  I"  Statks  or  Amtbica, 
Mexico,  November  *,  1836. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  tb«  United  8tatee 
of  America,  haa  the  honor  to  repreacnt  to  hia  excellency 
Jose  MbHb  Ortiz  Monaaterio,  acting  Miniater  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  that  he  ha*  witnessed,  with  the  greatest  pain  and 
anxiety,  the  failure  on  the  part  of  this  Government  to  give 
a  favorable  roeponae  to  hia  notea  of  the  Sfilh  of  8eptemb 
and  the  SOtb  of  October  la*t  past.    In  conaequence  of  thia 
atate  of  things,  be  ia  instructed  to  make  known  to  the  Su- 
preme Mexican  Government,  that  nnleaa  a  aatiafactory 
anawer  be  received  within  the  apace  of  two  weeka  from  the 
dale  hereof,  be  ia  directed  to  demand  hia  passports,  and 
return  to  the  United  States. 

The  undesigned  will  take  great  pleaauro  in  meeting  your 
excellency  at  any  time,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  of  the 
numerous  cause*  of  complaint  againat  thia  Government  by 
that  of  the  United  States  of  America;  and  he  improve*  the 
preaent  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  a**u- 
rance  of  hia  moat  distinguished  coraideration. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 
To  hia  Excellency  Joer.  Maria  Obtts  Mobastsbio, 


Sir  : 


Mr.  EUU  to  Mr.  Funyth.— Extract. 

Mexico,  December  9,  1836. 


he  inatrncU  me  to  aay,  that  whatever  feeling*  aucb  a  step 
waa  calculated  to  produce,  it  shall  not  Ite  permitted  to  di- 
minish hia  confidence  in  the  amicable  disposition  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  nor  to  operate  in  hia  mind  prejudi- 
cially to  its  interest*.  Although  the  President  supposes 
that  the  Mexican  Government  will  have  found,  in  the 
communication*  heretofore  made  by  the  Department  to  its 
envoy  extraordinary,  saticfactrry  groonda  to  justify  the 
measure  viewed  *o  unfavorably  by  Mr.  Gorosttza,  yet  his 
sincere  and  strong  desire  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding 
on  the  subject  induced  him  to  determine,  on  the  departure) 
of  that  miniater,  to  make  such  explanations  aa  might  pre- 
vent the  Mexican  Government  from  being  mialed  into  the) 
adoption  of  the  errors  of  their  minister.  Since  my  return 
to  the  seat  of  Government,  the  great  pressure  of  other  pub- 
lic business,  and  the  condition  of  the  President's  health, 
have  delsyed  until  now  the  execution  of  that  purpose. 

8o  soon  as  the  contest  in  Texas  waa  found  to  be  inevit- 
able, it  became  the  President'a  duty  to  consider  its  pohable 
consequence*  to  the  United  8tates,  with  a  view  to  guard 
againat  the  injuries  it  might  produce  to  our  citizens,  and 
to  the  performance  of  the  obligation*  of  the  Government  to 
a  friendly  and  neighboring  Power.  The  more  immediate 
danger  was,  that  the  contending  parties  might,  in  the 
struggle,  find  it  necessary  or  convenient  to  seek,  for  edvmn- 


Mr.  Ellii  to  Mr.  Fortyth.— Extract. 

LxoATio*  or  tbe  U.  8.  or  Axxrka, 

Mexico,  November  90,  1888. 

Sir:  

I  have  received  from  the  acting  Miniater  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs «n  answer  to  my  note  of  the  86lh  of  September  last, 
and  it  ie  wholly  unaatisfsctory.  Unless  something  favor- 
able aboold  occur  to  produce  a  change  of  determination,  I  I 
shall  demand  my  passports  in  three  or  four  dsys,  and  return 
to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tbo  greatest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  Jobb  Forsttb, 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Goroatiza  haa  arrived,  and  the  Government  paper  an- 
nounce* that  hia  conduct  in  the  United  State*  baa  been  ap- 


Mr.  Fortyth  to  Mr 

Dsfabtvbrt  or  Stati, 

Washington,  December  10,  1836. 
8ib:  Mr.  Goroatisa  baa,  upon  hia  own  responsibility, 
terminated  hia  extraordinary  mission  to  tbe  United  State.. 
Tbe  President  will  not  belive  that  tbe  Mexican  Govern- 
ment is  under  the  influence  of  the  obvious  prejudices  which 
have  distorted  and  discolored  every  object  seen  bars  in  the 
view  of  their  functionary.   The  full  and  frank  explanation 

taken  on  the .frontier*,  should  have  astiaBed  that  Govern- 
ment that  nothing  could  lie  further  from  tbe  President'a  in- 
tentione  than  to  injure  Mexico  in  her  interests  or  in  her 
honor.  Under  thia  conviction,  be  trusts  that  the  departure 
of  the  extraordinary  miction  will,  in  no  re*pect,  interrupt 


tage  or  protection,  refuge  on  the  territory  of  the  United 
8tatea  \  and  that,  being  puraued  by  their  adversaries,  our  soil 
might  becoino  the  battle-ground  for  deciding  the  contest- 
Sufficient  warning  to  both  wss  therefore  given,  that  this 
could  not  and  would  not  be  permitted.  Subsequent  events 
rendered  sny  further  precautionary  steps  in  that  regard  un- 
necessary ;  but  among  tbe  stipulation  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  State*  to  each  other,  was  found  one  obliging  each 
party  to  r  strain  tbe  Indiana  within  its  dominions  from  all 
depredationa  upon  the  adjoining  Power.  Tbe  extent  ia 
which  thia  provision  wss  understood  by  Mexico  will  be 
seen  by  recurring  to  the  complaints  made  to  this  Govern- 


ment, that  eome  of  the  Indiana  on  our  aide  bed 
over,  without  even  an  allegation  of  ita  having  been  dc 
with  any  hostile  design  towards  Mexico.  Without  assent- 
ing to  the  claims  of  Mexico  to  the  extent  of  ihe  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  8«ates  under  tbe  treaty  stipulation,  the 
President  wss  duly  sensible  tbst  it  required  decisive  means 
on  his  part  to  prevent  the  Indisns  withiu  the  United  Steles 
from  entering  into  tbe  quarrel  in  Tex*  .  In  addition  to 
warning  adrice,  given  through  our  Indien  agenta,  tbe  pre- 
sence of  some  of  our  troops  was  deemed  indiepenssble  to 
enforce,  if  necessary,  the  council  given  to  them.  Tbe  pre- 
sence of  this  force  was  imperatively  demanded  to  prevent 
evils  which  might  arise  from  various  other  causes.  Tbe 
savage  tribe*,  prone  to  war,  within  reach  of  the  contending 
parties,  were  numerou* ;  and,  on  the  Mexican  side,  known 
to  be  under  very  imperfect  control.  These  warlike  tribes, 
without  regard  to  tbe  combatants,  might  be  tempted  to  fall 
upon  tbe  frontiers  of  the  United  8tates  or  Mexico,  hoping 
that  their  depredations  might  be  imputed  to  tbe  known 
parties  in  the  war.  One  of  tbe  combatant*,  in  the  event 
of  defeat,  or  to  strengthen  himself  against  the  more  potent 
adversary,  might  aolicit,  and,  it  was  to  be  feared,  might 
obtain,  the  active  co-operation  of  some  of  the  Indian  tribes, 
wbose  conduct,  when  once  in  tbe  field,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  regulate  according  to  the  rules  of  civilised 
warfare,  or  to  tbe  obligations  of  their  allies— to  respect  tbe 
territory,  the  persons  and  property  of  neutrals.  The  dis- 
tance of  the  scene  of  operstions  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 


tionsry  power  of  using  the  troops  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer ;  yet,  aucb  care  was  taken  in  framing  tbe  order,  given 
with  the  authority  to  act,  that  the  President  believed  it 
scarcely  possible  that  cause  of  just  complaint  could  arise ; 
yet,  from  extreme  caution,  and  from  an  anxioua  desire  to 
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Mexico,  the  steps  taken  were  immediately  made  known  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  that  country,  with  the  moat 
explicit  specification  of  the  object*  for  which,  and  for  which 
alone,  the.  discretionary  power  to  the  commanding  officer 
on  the  frontier  was  given.  The  President  did  not  douht 
that,  on  the  actual  occurrence  of  any  of  the  «*ile  anticipa- 
ted, or  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  imminent  danger  of 
them,  the  commanding  officer  of  4 he  troop*  on  the  frontier 
bad  an  indisputable  right,  in  defence  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  protecting  Mexican  territory,  according  to  the  astipu- 
lation of  the  treaty,  to  occupy  any  poeition  on  either  aide 
of  the  line  supposed  to  divide  the  two  countries,  which 
might  be  neccaxary  to  enable  him  to  perform  either  of  those 
duties.  Yet,  he  deemed  it  proper,  from  the  peculiar  dr- 
ennutancee  of  the  con  teat  in  Texas,  to  limit  that  discre- 
tion by  special  instroetiona  to  move  towards  the  Mexican 
aide  only  unoVr  a  stale  of  thing*  which  should  make  that 
atep  justifiable  in  the  eyes  even  of  those  who  were  disposed 
to  watch  every  movement  on  our  part  with  suspicion  and 
jealousy. 

Tou  will  perceive  that  Mr.  Goroetixa,  in  his  conference 
with  me,  distinctly  admitted  our  right,  in  the  event  of  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States  by  Mexican  Indian*,  to  invade 
the  territory  of  Texas,  either  to  prevent  intended  injury, 
or  to  punish  actual  depredation.  In  a  note  written  subse- 
quently, he  seeks  to  avoid  the  force  of  that  admission,  by 
confounding  tho  principle  opon  which  it  obviously  rests 
with  the  right  of  making  war  for  a  violation  of  treaty  en- 
gagement*. You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  showing  to  the 
Mexican  Government  that  it  rests  upon  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations,  entirely  distinct  from  those  on  which  war  is 
justified — upon  the  immutable  principles  of  self-defence — up- 
on toe  principles  which  juatify  decisive  measures  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  irreparable  evil  to  our  own  or  to  a  neighbor- 
ing people.  The  grossncsa  of  the  error  of  placing  it  on 
the  right  of  war,  as  aUe  the  folly  of  relying  upon  that  mode 
of  redress,  you  can  render  obvious,  by  supposing  that  hos- 
tilities were,  under  present  circumstances  on  the  frontier, 
about  to  begin,  our  fellow  citixens,  of  all  ages  and  classes, 
to  bo  exposed  to  massacre,  their  property  to  destruction, 
and  the  whole  frontier  to  be  laid  waste  by  those  savages 
Mexico  was  bound  to  control.  Until  thee*  evils  happen, 
on  Mr.  Goroalixa'a  theory,  wo  have  no  right  to  take  a  po- 
sition which  will  enable  us  to  act  with  effect ;  and,  before 
we  do  act,  according  to  our  promises  under  the  thirty -third 
article  of  the  treaty,  after  the  frontier  has  been  desolated, 
we  must  demand  redress  of  Mexico— wait  for  it  to  bo  re- 
fused— and  then  make  war  upon  Mexico.  We  are  quietly 
to  suffer  injuries  we  might  prevent,  in  the  expectation  of 
redress— redress  for  irreparable  injuries  from  Mexico,  who 
did  not  inflict  them,  but  who  wss,  from  circumstances, 
without  the  power  to  prevent,  as  she  would  be,  sfter  they 
wsre  inflicted,  without  the  power  to  radio**  them.  To 
make  war  upon  Mexico  for  this  involuntary  failure  to  com- 
ply with  her  obligations,  would  be  equivalent  to  an  attempt 
to  convert  her  misfortune*,  into  crime*  her  inability  Into 
guilt.  If  these  injuries  had  been  committed,  and  our  com- 
plaint* made  to  Mexico,  what  answer  could  be  given  to  do- 
clarauonaof  the  Mexican  Government  like  these:  "We 
had  not  power  to  prevent  the  evils  of  which  you  complain. 
Our  inability  to  peifonn  our  promises  was  well  known  to 
you.  It  was  your  duty,  having  the  mean*,  to  prevent 
these  evil*.  We  expected  this  would  be  done;  and  if,  un- 
wisely, you  have  suffered  tbem  to  be  inflicted  upon  you, 
while  we  regret  infinitely  what  has  occurred,  wo  can  only 
express  our  regret,  and  call  upon  you  to  consider  that  yoor 
vengeance  ahould  fail  not  on  Mexico  or  her  citizens,  but  upon 
the  tribes  who  committed  the  cruelties  on  your  frontiers,  or 
upon  the  rebellious  people  (in  Texas)  by  whom  those  tribes 
should  have  been  restrained  V    in  determining  upon  the 


precautions  authorised  by  him  to  avert  evils  that  could  not  |  at  auch  an  extraordinary  ate 


for  redress  for  injuries  it  wan  out  of  her  power  (o  guard 
against,  and  the  cruelty  of  seeking  for  witis  faction  of  weak- 
ness, which  war  due  only  from  guilt,  the  President  will 
not — cannot — believe  that  Mex  ico,  in  the  present  condition 
of  affairs,  will  consider  her  character  or  interests  in  the 
slightest  degree  injured;  and  you  will  die  inctiy  state  to 
that  Government  that,  until  they  have  a  force  competent  to 
perform  the  treaty  stipulations  near  the  frontier,  be  will  be 
compelled  to  regard  every  indication  of  dissatisfaction  as 
founded  not  upon  the  principle*  of  national  law,  but  on  a 
groundless  suspicion  of  the  intention*  of  the  United  8t*te*. 

I  shall  send,  with  this  despatch,  a  copy  of  the  President'* 
message  at  the  opening  of  Congres*,  from  which  you  will 
be  able  to  draw  additional  evidences  of  the  just  and  amica- 
ble intentions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  President  de- 
sire* that  you  ahould  give  such  explanation*  to  the  Mexi- 
can Government  as  these  instructions  will  enable  you  to 
make ;  which,  if  received  in  the  proper  and  friendly  apirit 
in  which  they  are  offered,  will,  he  trust*,  remove  all  ground 
for  doubt*  and  anxieties,  if  any  have  been  entertained  on 
the  subject 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  President,  if  this  communi- 
cation, which  you  will  have  to  make  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, was  limited  to  these  explanation*.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  conduct  of  it*  late  minister  extraordinary  has  made 
It  necessary  to  touch  upon  even  a  more  unpleasant  topic. 
You  will  learn  with  astonishment  that  Mr.  Gorostixa, 
while  enjoying  his  diplomatic  privilege,  although  after  ho 
had  declared  his  mission  at  an  end,  published,  on  hi*  own 
authority,  a  pamphlet  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  to 
you)  containing  part*  of  hi*  unpublished  correspondence 
with  this  Department,  and  extract*  from  hi*  letter*  to  tha 
Mexican  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations,  with  a  long  in- 
troductory preface.  Tho  publication  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Department,  without  the  authority  of  hia  Govern- 
ment, ia  believed  to  be  unexampled  in  the  history  of  diplo- 
macy, and  was  not  decorous  to  the  Government  of  tha 
United  State*.  Tha  extract*  from  hi*  correspondence  with 
hi*  own*&ov*mment,  hi*  introduction  to  the  whole, 
contain  statement*  and  comment*  defamatory  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  obviously  in- 
tended to  injure  the  character  of  both,  for  honor  and  good 
faith,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Thii  pamphlet,  *lth>ough 
not  circulated  generally  among  our  citizen*,  was  in  tha 
hands  of  editors  of  newspapers,  who  have  published  ex- 
tracts from  it ;  and  the  President  has  been  informed  that 
two  copies  of  it  were  sent  by  its  author,  at  the  moment  of 
bis  departure  from  the  United  Sta'es,  to  some,  if  not  to  all, 
the  members  of  the  foreign  and  diplomatic  body  accredited 
here.  This  act,  still  more  extraordinary,  because  it  almost 
immediately  followed  the  communication  of  the  President's 
intention  to  direct  that  explanationa,  which  he  believed 
would  be  satisfactory,  should  l>e  made  to  the  Mexican  Gov- 
haa  excited  but  one  sentiment  among  those  to 
it  i*  known.  In  directing  you  to  make  known  tha 
publication  of  this  pamphlet  to  the  Mexican  Government, 
the  President  does  not  doubt  the  truth  of  the  declaration 
mad*  by  its  author,  that  this  publication  was  his  own  per- 
sonal act,  for  which  he  had  no  authority  from  his  Govern- 
ment ;  nor  will  ho  permit  himself  to  suppose  for  an  instant, 
that  it  will  adopt  or  sanction  conduct  so  glaringly  violating 
all  the  decorum  of  diplomatic  usage;  so  disrespectful  to  the 
Government  and  people  ot  tho  United  States;  so  unworthy 
the  representative  of  a  respectable  Government;  and  so  well 
calculated  to  interrupt  the  harmony  and  good  will  which 
onght  to  subsist  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

How  far  the  eheraeter  of  tha  Mexican  Government  for 
decorum  and  justice,  and  an  honorable  desire  to  maintain 
a  respectable  rank  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
world,  require  a  distinct  manifestation  of  its  just  displeasure 

ar*  questions  thst  belong  to 
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In  giving  you  this  instruction  to  make  known  to  the 
Mexican  Government  the  conduct  of  its  envoy,  without  * 
demand  of  reparation  *l  iu  hands,  the  President  is  in- 
fluenced,  as  well  by  the  explicit  disavowal  of  (be  envoy  of 
*U  participalion  on  the  part  of  hia  Government  in  the  act 
complained  of,  as  by  the  sincere  conviction,  already  ex- 
pressed, that  a  atep  ao  reprehenaible  will  not  be  count*- 
n  meed  by  it  Bat  if,  contrary  to  all  juat  expectation,  the 
Mexican  Government  ahall  adopt  that  act,  or  give  sanction 
t»  it,  by  approving  of  their  minister's  conduct,  the  con- 

■  tries  can  no  longer  be  either  useful  or  reputable  to  the 
United  States.  However  painful  may  be  the  consequen- 
ce*, the  honor  of  the  American  people  requires  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  you,  as  I  now  do,  in  that  event,  to  de- 
mand your  passport*,  and  to  return,  forthwith,  bringing 
with  you  all  the  archive*  of  the  legation,  to  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Powhatan  Ellis,  Esq., 

Chargi  cT  Affaire*  of  the  U.  S.  Mexico. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forty ih. 
Lxoatiox  or  tux  U.  Statu  <lf  America, 

Mexico,  December  14,  1836. 

Si  a  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  demanded 
my  passports  of  this  Government  on  the  13th  instant,  end 
oiiill  repair  to  Washington  city  without  delay.  To  the 
note,  embracing  this  demand,  I  have  as  yet  received  no  re-  j 
|»ly.  The  correspondence  which  led  to  this  state  of  things 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  present  to  you  previously  to  my  re- 
turn to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  eer- 

POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Jon*  Fobsttu, 

Secretory  of  Stale,  Washington  city. 

  -* 

Mr.  Elite  to  Mr.  Fortylh — Extract. 

LxesTtot  or  thr  U.  Statxi  or  Amxbic  a, 

Menem,  December  51,  1836. 
8i*:         •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  not  received  an  answer  to  my  not*  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, demanding  my  passport  a  of  this  Government,  with 
a  view  to  return  to  the  United  Slates.*  To-morrow  I 
shall  address  n  second  not*  to  the  acting  Minister  of  For- 
eign  A  flairs,  demanding  them  within  a  given  time;  and  if 
they  are  not  sent  to  me,  I  shall  leave  this  capital  withoot 
them. 

I  em  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  hot  a  prompt,  Arm, 
and  decisive  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  State*  will  indue*  these  people  to  adjust 


gratelul  to  me  aa  any  Mexican  can  bo  to  an  American.  He 
has  verbally  told  me  several  time*  thai  he  was  doing  all 
in  hia  power  to  obtain  aaid  American  seaman,  by  writing 
to  the  commander,  and  by  even  visiting  the  squadron ;  that 
the  officers  have  falsely  assured  him  that  the  sailor  had 
been  sent  ashore ;  and  that  be  was  only  waiting  for  his 
arrival  to  return  said  sailor  and  bis  protection  to  me,  with 
an  official  reply  to  my.coinmunicatiori.  As,  however,  I 
know  these  people  too  well  to  believe  that  suid  sailor  will 
be  released,  end  as  I  am  informed  that  several  other  Ameri- 
can seamen  are  also  impressed  into  the  Mexican  service  to 
fight  the  Texisns,  I  write  this  communication  with  th* 
hope  that  you  will  obtain  an  order  from  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment to  have  all  such  Americans  set  at  liberty,  to  pro- 
hibit any  further  impressment  of  our  sailors,  and  to 
all  their  guilty  oppressors,  past,  present,  and  fa 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  i 
serv.ni,  HENRY  PERR1NE. 

Hon.  PowBATAjr  Ellis, 

Minister  in  Mexico. 


M  r.intrrivrto  i.e'.ivrr;.  the  L 
S  •  •  • 

Hon.  Jos*  Forstti, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waehxngt  m  city. 


Mr.  Perrine  to  Mr.  Etlit. 

CoXSULATB  or  THR  UaiTKD  StaT£S  Ot  AmRBICA, 

Campeachy,  October  A,  1836. 
St  a:  I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two  official  letter*  to 
the  gefo  politico  of  this  city,  to  tu  ither  of  w  hich  have  I  yet 
received  any  written  reply;  nor  be*  either  the  Ameriran 
l»een  delivered,   or  hi»  protection  been  returned  to 

and 


•  t  he  note  of  the  "ill  was  n  <  scut  into  iho  Office  of  Furvlcn  He 
l»(iiTia  uniil  the  13th,  iu  ouaequence  >  f  the  copy  of  it  nut  hgMng  U-tn 
completed,  «od  the  intervention  »>f  three  auccesnve  fasti  days,  which 
prtvanted  the  tnmaaciiou  of  public  huataew. 


Mr.  Bar  rough  to  Mr.  Forty  th. 
CosavLATt  or  thx  U.  Statb*  or  Amebic*, 

Vera  Cruz,  So  cumber  88,  1836. 
Si  a:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  reveal  to  you  the  nets  of 
an  outrage,  not  less  monstrous  in  principle  than,  perhaps, 
grave  in  its  consequence*,  committed  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Mexican  Government  in  this  place  on  the  persons  of 
|  citizens  of  the  United  States,  composing  a  part  of  the  na- 
val force  of  the  United  Stiitrs  Government. 

The  United  States  whip  Natchez,  under  the  command 
of  Master  Commandant  Mervine,  and  to  which  lb* subjects 
referred  to  were  attached,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  25th 
of  October,  and  came  to  anchor,  as  usual,  near  the  "Is- 
land Bexrificios."  On  Ihe  follow  ing  day,  at  an  hour  pre- 
vioQsly  atipulaled  by  th*  authorities,  the  customary  civifi- 
tiea  of  friendly  Powers  were  interchanged.  Th* 
of  the  ship  now  honored  us  with  occasional  visits,  di 
ing  of  their  boat's  crew,  when  at  th*  city,  i 
rendered  necessary  and  convenient. 

It  wao  on  th*  2d  instant  that  Mr.  Kenshaw,  passed  mid- 
shipman, belonging  to  thp  aaid  ship  Nate  hex,  arrived  at 
th*  mole,  and  who  soon  after  appeared  at  my  office,  hear- 
ing a  not*  from  Captain  Mervine  to  my  address.    Thi»  be- 
ing presented,  he  informed  me  that  h*  should  return  in 
the  course  of  half  an  hour  and  take  charge  of  any  tetters 
that  I  might  require  him  to  carry  to  the  ship.  Scarcer* 
fifteen  minutes  had  elapsed  when  a  gentleman  called  and 
desired  me,  for  »« God's  sake  to  hasten  to  th*  mole  5"  the* 
the  boat's  crew  of  the  American  man-of-war  were  attacked 
and  being  murdered  by  the  Mexican  soldiery — the  auard 
at  the  gate  { that  several  of  lb*  men  were  already  much  in- 
jured, if  not  actually  killed.    I  quickly  repaired  to  th* 
mole,  where  I  beheld  two  of  the  boot  s  crew  of  fb*  Urn  ted 
Stale*  ship  Notches  prostrate ;  and  from  the  evidence*  of 
personal  violence,  ^their  bodies  l»eing  literally  covered  with 
Mood,)  I  supposed  the  vital  spark  extract ;  and  iherefor* 
proceeded  to  the  boat  lying  at  a  abort  dietetic*  from  them, 
and  in  which  I  discovered  tix  other  seamen  belonging  to 
the  aaid  ship.    They  were  somewhat  intoxicated,  and  al- 
so showed  marks  of  a  personul  combat,  and  who  were 
writhing  under  the  wounds  which  I  waa  informed  thev  had 
received  from  Ihe   Mexican  aoldmiy,  boatmen,  and  others 
of  the  country,  and  by  whom  it  appears  they  had  been  at- 
tacked; the  former  using,  in  the  conflict,  their  cutlasses 
and  bayoneted  rnuskcts,  whilst  the  latter  sssailed  them  with 
fragments  of"  atone,  clubs,  knives,  and  such  other  missiles 
as  chance  had  thrown  in  their  way. 

By  this  time  a  number  of  soldiers  had  collected,  and 
among  whom  were  likewise  officers,  occupying  a  position 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  $  Seatont  Register. 


247 


Mexican  Affairs. 


[25th  Coxa.  let  8km. 


deadly  weapons,  their  arms  poiaed  in  the  direction  of  the 
crew,  and  the  officer*,  with  tworda  in  hand,  all  apparently 
much  excited.  The  teamen  wero  at  thia  time  quiescent, 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Renshaw,  who  had  reached  the 
mole  aome  minutea  previous  to  my  arrival,  and  to  whom  it 
ia  juat  to  aay,  that  hia  officer-like  conduct,  on  thia  occa- 
aion,  reflecta  on  him  the  higheat  credit,  and  to  whose 
authority  the  aeamen  at  once  yielded,  hut  on  whom  I  was 
apprehenaive  that  the  soldiery  would  have  fired,  and  which 
there  ia  reason  to  believe  was  meditated,  and  would  have 
l>een  tacitly  sanctioned  by  the  officer  of  the  guard,  had 
Don  Manuel  Rodriguez,  the  captain  of  the  port,  at  this 
awful  juncture,  not  interposed  his  authority ;  who,  being 
moved  by  feeling.*  of  humanity,  not  leaa  than  of  jua- 
tice,  in  behalf  of  the  already  half  murdered  crew,  averted 
the  bloody  deed. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  perhap.«,  in  this  place,  to  state, 
that  I  am  informed  the  above-named  officer  entertains  the 
opinion,  in  common  with  many  of  his  countrymen,  not 
influenced  by  prejudice,  admitting  the  military  tribunal  to 
be  cx  officio  empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  the  aiTair  in 
question — a  point  which  he  ia  unwilling  to  concede.  No 
charge*  of  a  magnitude  worthy  the  notice  of  the  Mexican 
Government  can,  or  ought,  in  unywise,  to  rest  against 
the  boat's  crew  of  the  Natchez. 

Returning  to  (he  more  pertinent  points  of  our  subject : 
it  being  conceived  by  Mr.  Renshaw,  and  justly  so,  Unit 
the  seamen  were  incapacitated  for  duty,  being  maimed  and 
otherwise  disabled,  and  that  it  would  be  jeopardizing  tho 
live*  of  all  lo  embark  /or  the  ship,  the  wralher  being  IwUt- 
rrous,  and  a  heavy  sea  running,  he  appenled  to  me,  asking 
how,  or  in  what  manner,  he  should  dispose  of  his  men  ? 
Apprehending  the  consequences  of  any  renewal  of  bostilt-  1 
ties,  and  at  a  measure  of  necessity,  for  the  personal  se-  : 
curity  of  the  said  boat's  crew  against  further  violence,  I  { 
recommended  their  being,  for  the  present,  placed  in  charge 
ef  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  to  whose  care,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Kenshaw,  they  wero  accordinirly  intrusted  for 
safe-keeping,  subject  to  the  order  of  Mr.  R.  ;  and  all  of 
whom,  w  ith  the  exception  of  tioo,  were  put  in  temporary 
confinement.  These,  Ireing  badly  w(  uuded,  were  sent  to 
the  hospital  for  the  benefit  of  surgical  aid. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning,  an  officer  arrived  from 
the  ship  Natchez,  and  who  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from 
the  commander,  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  marine 
at  this  plsce,  expressive  of  his  regret  at  the  occurrence  of 
the  previous  day,  and  in  which  he  assured  the  command- 
ant of  marine  "that,  on  an  investigation  of  the  affair,  if 
it  should  appear  that  the  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  Natchez, 
under  his  command,  were  the  aggressors  in  the  case,  they 
should  receive  condign  punishment." 

This  letter  being  presented,  was  read  and  returned  lo 
the  commander  of  the  Natchez,  with  a  verbal  message 
from  General  Vasquez,  the  then  military  commandant  of 
the  Stale,  and  to  whom  it  hail  been  submitted  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Murine  Di-pirtment. 

Au  application  being  made  to  the  captain  of  the  port  for 
the  release  of  the  seamen,  I  received  f->r  answer,  that  "an 
order  having  been  issued  from  superior  authority  to  detain 
them,  he  regretted  not  having  it  in  hia  power  to  comply 
with  my  request."  I  now  waited  on  the  military  com- 
mandant general  in  regard  to  the  men,  who  informed  mr 
that  the  "  mariner*,  my  countrymen,"  "  whrwe  liberation 
was  asked,  had  outraged  the  lawe  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic ;  had  assaulted  the  military  guurd  .n  the  nude ;  and  i  r 
w  hich  offence,  the  penalty,  by  the  criminal  code  of  Mexi- 
co, was  ■  sentence  lo  at  least  six  years'  bard  labor  in  the 
public  atreets,  and  to  which  they  would  be  condemned  and 
made  to  suffer,  should  the  charges  be  substantiated ;"  and 
who  accordingly  refused  to  order  the  liberation  of  the  said 
aeamen. 

The  commander  of  the  United  Rtatea  ship  Natchez  now 


addressed  a  communication  to  the  above-mentioned  autho- 
rity, under  cover  of  note  from  thia  consulate,  protesting 
against  the  detention  of  said  aeamen,  and  demanding  thrir 
liberation,  but  which  was  disregarded  by  the  aforesaid  au- 
thority. 

Captain  Mervine,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  releore 
of  the  boat's  crew  of  the  ship  under  his  command,  unlaw  - 
fully detained  by  the  authorities  of  this  place,  left  for 
Pensacola,  via  Tatnpico,  on  the  10th  of  this  month. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  seamen  still  remain  in 
priaon,  and  whose  fate  and  final  destiny  must  depend  on 
the  Government  of  the  United  8tate*,  or  such  meaaurea  as 
may  be  adopted  by  the  representative  of  the  United  States 
at  the  city  of  Mexico  for  their  liberation. 

T  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  facts,  as  detailed, 
have  been  submitled  officially  to  the  notice  of  the  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  the  capital  of  this  repub- 
lic, and  who  lusbcen  pleased  to  say  that  he  will  do  all  in 
hia  power  to  procure  the  release  of  the  American  seamen 
held  in  confinement  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  authorities 
of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  stale,  that  all  comrnunicatim  with 
the  said  mariners  has  been  precluded  me.  Three  several 
notes,  addressed  lo  the  highest  functionary  of  the  local  Gov- 
ernment, requesting  permission  to  visit  them,  and  lo  minu- 
ter to  their  comfort,  have  been  written  ;  all  which  ha«  been 
denied  me  :  thua  contravening  my  official  immunities  to  the 
prejudice  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  shut  up  within 
the  walls  of  »  damp  and  loathsome  prison,  and  who  are  en- 
during all  the  pains,  privations,  and  sufferings  of  mind  and 
body,  incident  to  a  stato  of  incertitude  and  inquisitor)  ] 
discipline. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  HI  UIMM  t;H. 

The  Hon.  Juh*  Foksttii, 

DipariHUnt  if  State,  Washington. 

Mr.  liurronfeh  to  Mr.  Forsyth. — Extract. 

CoMal'LATfc  or  THK  UxiTED  StATBS  ">  AMMUCJ, 

Vera  Crvz,  December  I,  1836. 

Si»:  My  respects  to  tho  Department,  No.  51,  will  have 
apprized  you  o(  u  recent  outrage  committed  on  the  person* 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  thia  place. 

The  aufferere  on  the  occasion  were  James  Hover,  Henry 
Hebert,  Kichsrd  Freeman,  Daniel  Groves,  John  Williami . 
Samuel  Long,  John  Davis,  and  Samuel  Mnlden,  of  and 
belonging  to  tho  United  States  sloop  of  war  Natchez,  and 
who  have  been  detained  and  imprisoned  by  the  authorities 
of  this  Government,  to  the  prvjudbc  of  the  public  service 
of  the  United  States,  without  any  just  cause  foi  the  arbi- 
trary measure*  pursued. 

I  have  now  ike  gratification  to  stute  that  the  above  men- 
tioned seamen  were  releu-ed  from  confinement  on  the  Ji&th 
ultimo,  and  delivered  to  ihe  charge  of  this  consulate,  and 
who  arc  retained  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Slates,  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  Commodore  Dallas. 

I  regret  to  add,  that  the  health  of  the  aforementioned 
mariners  is  much  impaired,  not  only  from  the  wounds  re- 
ceived from  the  Mexican  soldiery  on  the  morning  of  the  -  1 
.  November,  but  from  their  subsequent  confinement  in  a 
I  humid  and  loathsome  prison,  (appropriated  to  convicts.) 
for  the  period  of  tweutv  -three  days,  on  a  short  allowance 
of  loud. 

•  •  •  *■  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  sir,  most  respectfully,  jour  obe- 
dient servant. 

M.  BURRO! rOH. 

The  Hon.  Jos)*  Foksitm, 
1  Department  of  State,  Washington. 
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TO*  DmTU  STATES  OT  AmKBICA, 

September  7, 


After  a  strong  opposition  en  the  part  of  the 
chsnt*  rwidenU  in  tbi«  capital,  the  forced  loan  authorized 
by  an  act  of  Con  grew  of  the  16  th  of  June  laat  has  been 
ultimately  enforced.  In  general,  they  permitted  their 
to  be  embargoed,  and  their  good*  to  be  seized,  to  an 
t  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  loan  apportion- 
each,  and  the  expenses  of  the  embargo;  at  the  aamc 


ed  to  each,  and  the  expenses 

time,  citisena  of  the  United  State*,  by  my  instruction*, 
formally  protecting  againxt  the  right  of  this  Government  to 
levy  such  contributions  on  them.  As  it  is  contemplated  by 
the  American  merchants  who  have  suffered  by  this  measure 
to  enter  a  claim  for  satUfaction  against  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ern rami,  I  shall  be  ple**ed  to  receive  from  you,  at  yoor 
earliest  leisure,  instruction*  as  to  the  coarse  I  ought  to 
pursue. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  reepec^  _"r»iy°ur 


POWHATAN  EL 
To  the  Hon.  Joan  Fokstth, 

Secretory  of  State,  Washington  city 


Mr.  Fnrsyth  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

Difastxzt  or  State, 
Washington  December  80,  1836. 

8m :  With  regard  lo  the  forced  loan  authorized  by  an 
act  of  the  Mexican  Congress  of  the  16th  Juue  test,  f  am 
directed  lo  instruct  you  that,  if  the  exertion  which  that 
Government  made  by  it  were  a  mere  tax  or  contribution 
levied  upon  the  inhabitants  generally,  our  citizens  resident 
in  Mexico  would  have  no  right  to  complain,  as  they  are 
subjected  to  such  charges  by  the  treaty.  If,  however,  in 
its  execution,  (a*  from  No.  18  appears  to  have  been  the 
case,)  the  raw  should  he  construed  to  authorize  a  l<Mtn  or 
contract,  really  compulsory,  you  will  perust,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  instruction*  heretofore  given  you,  in  demanding 
retire**.  Where  practicable,  this  might  be  afforded  by  a 
return  of  the  property  taken,  in  kind ;  and  where  not,  by 
the  payment  of  the  value  in  money,  with  full  indemnity, 
in  either  case,  for  the  damages  sustained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FOR8YTH. 

F«whata>  Ellis,  Esq., 

Ckargi  a* Affair  *  of  the  United  State,,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Ellis  lo  Mr.  Forsyth. 

LlSATlfl*  Or  THE  U SITED  STATE*  OF  AjCKEICA, 

Mexico,  October  \b,  1836. 

St  a  ;  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  lo  you  a 
copy  of  my  note  to  his  excellency  Jose  Maria  Ortiz  Mon- 
ssterio,  acting  Minister  of  Foreign  Affair*,  in  relation  to 
an  outrage  recently  committed  on  the  flag  of  the  United 
Suites  by  the  Mexican  authorities  in  Vera  Cruz.  The  ac- 
companying copy  of  a  letter  from  Marmadnke  Burrough, 
Esq.,  our  consul  at  that  place,  contains  the  information 
upon  which  I  acted. 

These  renewed  and  aggravated  instance*  of  insult  and 
egyrewMon  on  the  flag  of  a  friendly  Power,  I  tru»t  will  re- 
ceive the  ma-ked  reprehension  of  the  President  of  United 
Stele*.  So  long  as  they  are  suffered  to  pasw  by  without 
notice,  so  long  will  they  he  continued  by  a  people  who 
have  heretofore  shown  but  little  respect  to  the  right*  of 


1  have  not  Ward  from  the  MinUlcr  of  Foirign  A  flair* 


since  his  note  of 
to  mine  of  the  26 

I  have  the  boot 
servant. 

Hon.  Jean  Fobstth, 

»/ 


to  tue  in  reply 


great  respect,  your  obedient 
POWHATAN  ELLIS. 


Washington  city 


to  Mr.  Ellis. 

CotrsviATt  or  th»  U.  Stats*  er  AareBicA, 

Vera  Cruz,  October  8,  1896. 

8 1  it:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  outrages  of  a  serioDS 
character  have  this  dsy  been  committed  by  ths  Government 
authorities  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  flag  of  the  United  State* 
The  American  brig  Fourth  of-July,  of  Baltimore,  whereof 
Shubael  G.  Rogers  is  master,  was  this  morning  taken  for- 
cible possession  of  by  officers  of  this  Government ;  the 
mister  placed  under  guard,  and  finally,  with  his  officer* 
and  crew,  driven  en  shore.  The  Mexican  flag  wa*  hoisted, 
under  the  fire  of  a  gun,  at  1  P.  M. 

The  master,  I  take  occasion  to  state,  has  not  < 
yet,  any  bill  of  sale  or  other  document  of  conveyance ;  the 
consignee  and  agent  of  this  Government  for  the  porchass  of 
the  said  vessel,  being  unprepared  to  comply  with  all  the 
requisition*  indicated  in  the  letter  of  instructions  which  the 
master  bear*,  as  vendor,  from  the  owner,  Mr.  Edmund 
Didier,  of  the  city  of  Bsltimore. 

Ths  said  master  has  entered  protest  before  me  against 
the  proceedings  had  by  the  Mexican  authorities ;  and  how 
the  case  will  terminate,  is  yet  doubtful.  Fortunately,  the 
United  States  ship  Boston  is  still  in  port,  and,  at  my  re- 
quest, will  remain  a  day  or  two  longer.  I  shall  confer 
with  the  commander  of  the  Boston  in  this  case,  and  fur- 
nish him  with  copies  of  the  depositions  of  Captain  F 
and  hi*  officers ;  and  may  havo  it  in  my  power  lo  f  ~~ 
farther  information  on  the  subject  in  my  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  M.  BURROUGH. 

Hon.  Powbatak  Ellis, 

Charge'  a* Affaires  Vnittd  Stales  at  Mexico. 

P.  8.  Captain  Rogers  has  put  into  my  hands  the  amount 
claimed  for  payment  of  seamen,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  28th  of  February,  1803,  in  relation  to 
discharge  <>f  scamm  in  a  foreign  port ;  but  who  baa,  agree- 
ably to  the  ship's  roll  and  shipping  articles  of  the  brig 
Fourth-of-July,  violated  the  requisitions  of  the  first  section 
of  the  above  act  referred  to  in  your  otneial  communication 
of  the  1st  instant.  M.  B. 

Mr.  Ellis  lo  Mr.  Monasterh. 

LKbATion  or  tbk  UtfiTso  Statu  or  Amebic*, 

Mexico,  October  14,  1936. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  T."nitcd  State* 
of  America,  beg*  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  that 
he  is  advised  by  Ibe  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Vera 
Cruz,  that,  on  the  8th  instant,  certain  Mexican  officers 
boarded  the  American  brig  Fourth-of-July,  of  Baltimore, 
8.  C.  Rogers,  master,  then  lying  at  anchor  in  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz:  forcibly  took  possession  of  ber,  placed  lbs 
captain  under  guard,  and  finally  compelled  him  and  his 
crew  to  go  on  shore;  at  tho  same  time  supplanting  the  flag 
of  tbe  United  .State*  and  hoisting  that  of  this  nation,  under 
the  firing  of  artillery. 

The  undersigned  will  refrain  from  making  any  comment 
on  thi*  extraordinary  and  unexpected  outrage  committed 
on  the  flag  of  bis  country,  under  a  foil  conviction  that  the 
acts  were  perpetrated  without  the  knowledge  or  authority 
of  this  Government.  He  will,  however,  remark,  that  your 
excellency  must  at  once  sec  the  enormity  of  the  offence, 
as  well  as  the  measure  of  redreas  expected  under  sorb  rir- 
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curnslancee.  He,  therefore,  in  noticing  this  case,  feels  it 
to  be  bit  duty  to  demand  of  the  Mexican  Government  the 
immediate  restoration  of  the  vessel  in  queetion,  with 
damages  for  her  detention ;  the  prompt  and  exemplary 
punishment  of  tbe  nulbor  of  s'.ich  lawless  proceedings,  und 
due  aatiafaction  for  the  indignity  offered  to  tbe  United 
Stales  in  the  forcible  and  arbitrary  seizure  of  one  of*  her 
vessels,  without  any  just  excuse  whatever. 

The  undersigned  profits  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr. 
Monasterio  tbe  assurance  of  his  personal  esteem  and  very 
distinguished  consideration.      POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

To  his  Excellency 

Jobs  Maria  Ortiz  Moxasterio, 

Acting  Minuter  of  Foreign  A ffuirt. 

■ 



Jar    Forty th  to  Mr.  Ellis.— Extract. 

Department  or  State, 
Washington,  December  9,  1830. 

dim  I 

•  •  •  a  •        e  • 

With  regard  to  the  affair  drought  to  tbe  notice  of  tbe 
Department  in  your  No.  29,  I  have  to  state  that  tbe  Navy 
Department  is  in  possession  of  information  that  the  own- 
ers of  the  brig  Pourth-of-July  are  content  You  will  con- 
sequently desist  from  claiming  ber,  or  damages  for  her  de- 
tention, as  American  property.  The  circumstances,  how- 
ever, under  which  ths  vemel  is  represented  to  have  been 
eeized  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  afford  such  strong  pre- 
sumptive proof  of  a  design  on  their  part  to  insult  the  flag 
of  the  United  Sutes,  that  you  will,  on  that  point,  press 
for  proper  satisfaction.  Acts  of  that  character,  proceeding 
from  whatever  motive,  cannot  be  overlooked  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FOR8YTH. 

Powhatan  Ellis,  Esq., 

Charge  <T  Affaires  of  the  United  States,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsylk. 

United  States  mr  Boston, 

lifilize,  January  12.  1837. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  which  presents 
itself  at  this  moment,  to  advise  you  that  I  took  my  depart- 
ure from  tbe  Mexican  capital  on  tbe  88th  ultimo,  and 
shall  use  every  exertion  to  reach  Washington  city,  with 
the  archives  of  the  legation,  by  the  I  at  of  February. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  POWHATAN  ELLIS. 

Hon.  John  Fobsvth, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting his  correspondence  with  General  Santa  Anna, 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  I  fi/A  instant. 
January  1,  1837,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  . 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  tbe  Senate,  dated 
the  16th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  translation  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  c<>py  of  my  reply  to 
tha  same,  on  the  4th  of  September.  No  other  communi- 
cation upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  referred  to  has 
been  made  to  the  Executive  by  any  other  foreign  Govern- 
ment, or  by  anv  person  claiming  to  act  in  behalf  of  Mexi- 
co •  ANDREW  JACK80.V 

Washington,  January  18,  1837. 
Vot.  XIV.— A  3* 


The  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic  to  the  President 
of  the  United  State*. 
[Translation.] 
Colckbia,  (in  Texas,)  July  4,  1836. 
Much  esteemed  Sir  :  In  fulfilment  of  the  duties  which 
patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public  mm,  I  came 
to  this  country  at  the  head  of  six  thousand  Mexicans.  The 
chances  of  war,  made  inevitable  by  circumstances,  reduced 
me  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner,  in  which  I  still  remain, 
as  you  may  have  already  learned.  The  disposition  evinced 
by  General  Samuel  Houston,  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Texian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  Generjl  Thomas 
J.  Rosk,  for  the  termination  of  the  wir,  tbe  decision  of 
the  President  and  Cabinet  of  Texas  in  favor  of  a  proper 
compromise  bvtween  the  contending  parties,  and  my  own 
;  conviction,  produced  the  conventions  of  which  I  send  you 
1  copies  enclosed,  and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  General 
'  Filisola,  my  second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river 
Brasos,  where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  side  of  the  river 
Bravo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  Jonbt  that  General  Filisola  would  re- 
ligiously comply,  as  far  as  concerned  himself,  the  Presi- 
dent and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  should  set  off  for  Mexico, 
in  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements;  and,  with  that 
intent,  I  embarked  on  board  the  schooner  Invincible,  which 
was  to  carry  me  to  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Unfortunately, 
however,  some  indiscreet  persons  tailed  a  mob,  which 
obliged  tbo  authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force  and 
brought  back  into  strict  captivity.  This  incident  has  pre- 
vented me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I  should  otherwise 
have  arrived  early  in  last  month ;  and,  in  consequence  of 
it,  the  Government  of  that  country,  doubtless  ignorant  of 
what  has  occurred,  has  withd  awn  the  command  of  the 
army  from  General  Filisola,  and  has  ordered  his  successor, 
General  Urrea,  to  continue  its  operations :  in  obedience  to 
which  order,  that  general  it,  according  to  the  latest  ac- 
counts, already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have  some 
reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate  tha 
necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my  going  to  Mexico  ac- 
cording to  the  convention;  but  the  excitement  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  has  increased  with  the  return  of  the  Mexican 
army  to  Texas.  8uch  is  the  state  of  things  here  at  pre- 
sent. The  continuation  of  the  war,  and  of  its  disasters, 
is,  therefore,  inevitable,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard 
in  proper  lime  from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individ- 
ual. It  appears  to  me  that  you,  air,  have  it  in  your  pow- 
er to  perform  this  good  office,  !>y  interfering  in  favor  of  the 
execution  of  the  eaid  convention,  which  shall  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  my  part.  When  I  offered  to  treat  with  this 
Government,  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  useless  for  Mexi- 
co to  continue  the  war.  I  have  acquired  exact  informa- 
tion respecting  thia  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four 
months  ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
countrv,  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compatible 
with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice  myself  for  its 
glory  ami  advantage,  I  never  would  havo  hesitated  to  sub- 
ject myself  to  torments  or  death,  rather  than  consent  to 
any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could  thereby  have  obtained 
the  slightest  benefit.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  ia 
proper  to  terminate  thia  question  by  political  negotiation. 
That  conviction  alone  determined  me  sincerely  to  agree  to 
what  has  been  stipulated  ;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  make 
to  you  this  frank  declaration.  Be  pleased,  air,  to  favor 
me  by  a  like  confidence  on  your  part ;  afford  me  the  satis- 
faction of  avoiding  approaching  evils,  and  of  contributing 
to  that  good  which  my  heart  advises.  Let  us  enter  into 
negotiations,  by  which  the  friendship  between  your  nation 
and  the  Mexican  may  be  strengthened,  both  l>eing  amica- 
bly engaged  in  giving  being  and  stability  to  a  people  who 
are  desirous  of  appearing  in  the  political  world,  and  who, 
under  tbe  protection  of  the  two  nations,  will  attaiu  its  ob- 
ject within  a  few  years. 
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Brigi  Encomium  and  Enterprise. 


The  Mexicans  arc  magnanimous  when  treated  with 
consideration.  1  will  clearly  set  before  them  the  proper 
end  humane  reason*  which  require  noble  and  frank  con- 
duct on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not  that  tbcjr  will  at 
aa  soon  as  they  hare  been  convinced. 

By  whet  I  have  here  submitted,  you  will  ere  the  senti- 
ments which  animate  me,  end  with  which  I  remain  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  hia  Excellency  General  Asnaxw  Jacksok, 

President  of  ike  United  State*  of  America. 

The  President  of  the  United  State*  to  the  President  of  the 
Mexican  Republic. 

HiHuiTAQB,  September  4,  1836. 

Rib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  4ih  of  July  last,  which  hasbeeu  forward- 
ed to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  under  cover  of  one 
from  him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from  General  Gaines, 
who  is  in  command  of  the  United  State*  forces  on  the 
Texian  frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  communica- 
tions appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  disasters  which 
necessarily  attend  the  civil  war  now  ragii»g.in  Texas  end 
asking  the  interposition  of  the  Untied  States  in  furthering 
so  humane  and  desirable  a  purpose.  That  sny  a  ell-in- 
tended effort  of  yours  in  aid  of  this  object  should  have 
been  defeated,  u  calculated  to  excite  the  regret  of  all  who 
justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  who  take  an 
intereat  in  the  cause*  which  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of 
Mexico  in  her  domestic  as  well  as  her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  anxious  to 
cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations,  bat  il  pro- 
ceeds oo  the  principle  that  all  nations  have  the  right  to 
siVr,  amend,  or  change  their  own  Government  as  the 
sovereign  power  (the  people)  may  direct.  In  this  respect, 
it  never  interferes  with  the  policy  of  other  Powers,  nor 
can  it  permit  any  on  the  part  of  others  with  its  internal 
policy.  Consistently  with  this  piinriple,  whatever  we  can 
do  to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or  remove 
the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully  at  the  service 
of  those  who  are  williug  to  rely  upon  our  good  ollices  as  a 
friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which  you,  a* 
the  representative  of  Mexico,  have  made  with  Texas,  snd 
which  invites  the  interposition  of  the  United  8tates,  you 
will  at  once  see  thst  we  are  forbidden  by  the  character  of 
the  communications  made  to  us  through  the  Mexican  min- 
ister, from  considering  it.  Thst  Government  has  notified 
us  thst,  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  art  of  yours  will 
be  regarded  a*  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to  you  that 
good  fiiith  to  Mexico,  as  well  aa  the  general  principle  to 
which  I  have  adverted  as  forming  the  t<a«ie  of  our  inter- 
course with  all  foreign  Powers,  make  it  impossible  for  me 
to  take  any  step  like  that  you  have  anticipated.  If,  how- 
ever, Mexico  ahould  signify  her  willingness  to  avail  her- 
self of  our  good  ollices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  re 
suit  you  neve  described,  nothing  could  give  me  more 
pleasure  than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it  gTo  lie  in- 
strumei.tsl  in  terminating  the  evih  of  civil  war,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blessing*  of  peace,  is  a  divine 
privilege.  Every  Government  and  the  people  of  all  coun- 
tries should  feel  it  their  highest  happiness  to  enjoy  an  op- 
portunity of  thus  manifesting  their  love  of  each  other,  a  d 
their  interest  in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them 
all  ss  members  of  the  common  lainily  of  man. 

Your  letter,  si.d  that  of  General  Hoirrtmi,  commander- 
in-chief  of  ibe  Texisti  army,  will  tie  made  the  hssi*  of  an 
early  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  nt  Washington. 
They  will  hasten  my  return  to  Washington,  to  which 
place  I  will  set  out  in  a  few  days,  expecting  to  reach  it  by 


the  l«t  of  October.  In  tho  mean  time,  I  bone  Mexico  andl 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamine*,  will 
pause  before  anotlier  campaign  is  undertaken,  and  can  add 
to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of 
ready  marked  the  progress  of  their  < 
an  much  pain  to 
world. 

This  is  sent  ttnder  cover  to  Gene 
give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  Geueral  Abttokio  Loras  ox  Saxt*  Axsu. 


BRIGS  ENCOMIUM  AND  ENTERPRISE. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Statu,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  retolutinn  of  the  Senate,  with  topi*  of 
correspondence  in  relation  U*  the  seizure  of  slai**  on 
board  the  brigs  "Encomium"  and1'  Enterprise."  Febru- 
ary 14,  1837.    Read  end  ordered  to  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*  .• 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  Mtaic,  with  accompanying  papers,  embracing  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  requested  by  their  resolution  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  soch  additional  document*  a*  were 
deemed  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  whole 
subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WasaiveTOir,  February  1$,  1837. 

DsriBTXtiffT  of  State, 

Washington  February,  18,  1837. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  7th  instant,  requesting 
the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  "  if  m*  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  of  tbe  corre*pond- 
ence  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to 
the  outrage  committed  on  our  flsg  and  the  rights  of  oar 
eitrxens,  by  tbe  eothoritiue  of  Bermuda  and  New  Pro»i- 
den<  e,  in  setting  the  slsves  on  board  of  the  brig*  '  En- 
comium' and  •  Enterprise,'  engaged  in  the  coasting  trsde, 
by 


the  President  according  to  his  direction*,  the  accompanying 
papers,  being  copies  of  the  instructions  from  this  Drpsnv 
menl  to  nur  diplomatic  represent  stive*  in  England,  of  com- 
munications from  our  di|4ometic  representatives  to  the 
Briti»h  Government,  and  of  the  answers  of  bis  Britannic 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  copies  of  other  Utters  from  tbe  dtp* 
lotitstic  representatives  of  the  United  States  to  the  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  seizures  from  the  vessels  "  Encomium" 
and  "  Enterprise,"  and  to  tbe  reclamation  tot  soother 
previous  seizure  of  a  like  chsiacler. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 
To  the  PassiasirT  of  the  United  State*. 


LIST  OF  ACCOM  PANTING  PAPERS 

Instruction*  from  the  Department  of  Sta'e  to  diplomat* 
representative*  of  the  United  State*  at  London. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Van  Bursa,  dated  December  5, 
1831 — Extracts. 

Chief  Clerk  to  Mr.  Vail,  dated  September  28,  1838  — Ex- 
tract. 

Mr.  Livingeton  to  same,  dated  February  26,  1833.— Ex- 
trscL 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  same,  dated  August  8,  1834. — Copy. 
Sn:ne  to  same,  dated  March  24,  18-15. — C'»py.  _ 
Same  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  dated  Mas  19,  1888.— Extract. 
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Brigs  Encomium  and  Enterprise. 
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Communications  fmm  diplomatic  representatives  of  the 
United  States  at  Ijondon  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  !o  Mr.  Livingston,  (with  enclosure,)  dated 

February  23,  1832  —Extract 
Mr.  Vail  to  mine,  lated  July  15,  183?.—  Extract*. 
8ame  tn  Mtnc,  dated  November  14,  1832. — Extracts. 
Same  14  same,  (with  enclosure*,)  dated  March  30,  1833. — 

Extract. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingston,  (with  enclosures,)  dated  April 

6,  1833  —  Extract 
Same  to  aame,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  April  29.  1833. — 

Extract. 

8ome  to  Mr.  Mcl.ane,  d  ited  Scplembei  28,  1833.— Ex- 
tract. 

Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  January  14,  1834. — 
Extracts. 

Mr.  V«il  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  (with  enchwure,)  dated  August 

6,  1834.—  Extract. 
8ame  to  same,  dated  August  14,  1834. — Extract. 
Same  to  nme,  dated  September  13,  1834. — Extract. 
8ame  to  same,  (with  enclosures,)  dated  September  22, 

1834  — Extract. 

Same  to  same,  dated  January  II,  1835. — Extract, 
8ame  to  same,  dated  Jmu'ry  22,  1835. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  Marcb  14,  1835. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  May  14,  1835. — 
Extract 

S.i me  to  tame,  dated  November  8,  1835. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  November  14, 

1835  — Extract. 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  same,  dated  July  14,  1836. — Extract. 
Same  to  sam>\  dated  July  29,  1836. — Extract*. 
Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dated  August  0,  1836. — 
tx  tract 

Same  to  aame,  dated  August  22,  1836. — Extract. 
8ame  to  same,  dated  October  5,  1836. — Extract. 
Same  to  same,  dated  November  19,  1836. — Extract. 
Pine  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  dsied  December  14, 
1836.—  Extract.  . 

Ezlr.i  t  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Livingston,  Secretary  of 
Stale,  to  Mr.  Van  Burin,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain,  dated  De- 
umber  5,  1831.  , 

8m  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  M  you  pspers  which 
will  give  you  all  the  requisite  information  in  relation  to  a 
proceeding  of  the  Governor  of  the  Bahama  islands,  which 
you  are  instructed  to  lay  before  the  British  ministry,  with 
a  strong  expression  of  confidence  that  it  will  be  disavowed 
by  its  Government 

A  vessel  going  from  one  of  our  ports  to  another,  with 
slave*,  the  property  of  American  citizens,  was  wrecked  on 
the  Bahama  banks.  The  slaves  were,  very  fortunately, 
save  I,  and  carried  into  New  Providence,  where  they  were 
libelled,  as  being  forfeited  under  the  British  acts  prohibiting 
the  slave  trade.  The  libel  was  dismissed  by  the  court ; 
but  the  Governor,  of  hi*  own  authority,  declared  them  to 
be  free,  and  refused  to  permit  the  ow  ners  to  take  tin  in  from 
the  island. 

This  proceeding,  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, is  attempted  to  be  justified  uuder  instructions  given 
by  the  Government  to  the  Executive  of  the  island. 

The  arguments  to  show  not  only  the  injustice  of  this  un- 
friendly proceeding,  but  its  inconsistency  with  the  acta  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  this  species  of  property,  will 
naturally  suggest  themselves  to  you.  •  m  sj** 

No  stateeman  in  England,  zealous  as  some  of  them  have 
been  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  has 
ventured  to  propose  thsl  other  nations,  by  toe  laws  of 
which  slavery  was  permitted,  should  be  forced  to  eomtenl 


to  a  genersl  emancipation.  The  English,  then,  ac- 
knowledge that  slaves  are  property— they  go  further,  they 
acknowledge  the  right  to  hold  such  property  in  their  colo- 
nies. Here,  then,  is  property  legally  held  by  the  citizens  of 
a  friendly  country — of  a  aperies  allowed  to  be  held  by  their 
own  subjects — which  is  forcibly  taken,  because  the  calamity 
of  shipwreck  has  cast  it  on  their  shores —  not  on  the  shorea 
which  they  have  boasted  that  no  slave  could  tread  without 
being  free,  but  in  a  colony  where  alavery  is  acknowledged, 
and  where  the  master's  right  is  protected  by  severe  lawa. 

If  the  English  s'atute  had  declared  that  property  of  this 
kind,  when  saved  from  a  wreck,  ahould  be  lost  to  the  pro- 
prietor, we  should,  indeed,  hsve  been  aatonished  at  this  re- 
turn to  the  barbarous  practice  of  ancient  time*,  which 
cruelly  took  that  which  the  tempest  bad  spared.  We 
should  have  in  vain  tried  to  reconcile  it  to  the  just  and 
humane  policy  of  modern  nations;  but  we  should,  in  that 
case,  have  been  on  our  guard.  When  our  vessels  bilged  on 
such  inhospitable  shores,  we  should,  at  greater  risk,  have 
endeavored  to  convey  the  cargo  to  some  other  place  of  re- 
fuge. Our  underwriters  would  have  calculated  the  in- 
creased danger  of  the  cargo  being  forced  into  an  Engliah 
I"  >i  i  But  the  law  which  is  made  the  authority  for  these 
proceedings  is  aiient  on  the  subject ;  the  courts  of  the  island 
have  given  it  no  such  construction  ;  and  it  is  only  the  ex- 
ecutive comment  upon  it  that  authorizes,  aa  is  said,  the 
procedure. 

But  you  may  further  urge  that,  admitting  it  to  have  been 
the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parliament  that  every  alave  cast  by 
shipwreck  on  their  islands,  aa  well  aa  those  brought  there 
by  design,  ahould  be  made  free,  it  would  be  too  great  a  re- 
flection on  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  suppose  that  they  in- 
tended this  scheme  of  philanthropy  should  be  executed  at 
the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  citizen  of  a  friendly  nation. 
If  the  humanity  of  the  British  nation  will  not  be  satisfied 
unless  the  slaves  who  are  cast  on  Ibe  coasts  of  their  colo- 
nies should  become  free,  their  justice  will  require  that  the 
property  of  the  shipwrecked  stranger  shall  not  be  taken  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  humanity  without  due  compensation  ; 
and  in  this  case  our  citizens  will  not  require  that  any  im- 
plied faith  pledged  to  the  slaves,  by  the  act  of  the  Governor, 
shall  be  violated  ;  they  will  be  content  with  a  moderate 
valuation.        •  e  *  •  • 

On  the  whole,  it  is  the  President's  deairo  that  you 
ahould  take  every  proper  opportunity  of  urging  the  right  of 
the  claimants  to  indemnity.  The  magnitude  of  the  euro 
makes  it  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  parties  interested, 
and  the  principle  involved  is  one  of  considerable  delicacy, 
in  relation  to  die  species  of  property  in  question. 


Extract  of  a  despatch  from  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  to  Mr.  Vail,  charge"  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Londm,  dated  September  28,  1833. 

The  parties  interested  in  the  properlyof  the  slaves  wrecked 
upon  the  Bahama  banks,  and  liberated  by  the  Governor  of 
the  island  of  Providence,  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  pro- 
cure a  decision  of  their  claim  upon  the  British  Government, 
which  they  cannot  doubt  will  be  a  favorable  one.  Accord- 
ing to  a  late  communication  from  you  on  this  subject,  the 
matter  had  been  referred  to  the  law  officer*  of  the  Crown 
for  their  opinion  upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Vail, 
dated  February  26,  1833. 
The  case  of  the  slaves  wrecked  on  Abaco  la  an  occur- 
rence that  most  probably  would  not  have  happened  had  the 
application  of  this  Government,  ten  yc are  ago,  [relative  to 
the  establishment  of  lights  in  the  Bahama  channel,]  been 
attended  to— a  case  which  apparently  gives  as  much  trouble 
to  the  British  Government  as  to  our* — but  which,  however 
disagreeable  the  discussion  may  be  to  both,  must  he  brought 
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to  a  conclusion.  The  claimants  urc  extremely  urgent,  and 
tbe  cut  ia  too  dear  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  doctrine 
that  would  justify  the  liberation  of  our  alavea  ia  loo  dan- 
gerous to  a  large  section  of  out  count/}'  to  be  tolerated  by 
na.  You  are  therefore  again  instructed  to  urge  an  attan* 
lion  to  our  application,  staling,  as  a  reason  for  your  press- 
ing it,  not  only  those  which  are  contained  in  the  original 
and  subsequent  instructions  on  the  subject,  but  the  eitreme 
and  just  susceptibility  of  a  very  large  portion  of  our  coun- 
try on  loo  question  which  it  involves,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent miies  confidently,  not  only  on  the  sense  of  justice  of 
the  British  Government,  nut  on  thur  wish  to  remove  every 
unfriendly  feeling  bet w teen  the  citizens  aud  subjects  of 
for  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  this 


',fi7«r  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Vail,  dated 

Ai-avsT  2,  ISU. 
Siu  :  The  delay  of  die  British  Government  to  give  M.y 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  represeniation  which  was  made, 
so  long  Ago  as  the  year  188S,  and  repeatedly  called  to  iu 
attention  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  alavea  shipwrecked  at 
Abacn,  ha*  been  the  causa  of  great  regret  and  of  some  sur- 
prise to  the  President,  and  has  given  rise  to  serious  and 
frequent  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  individuals  interested. 

It  is  will)  painful  feeling.,  that  lire  President  has  wittier 
ed  a  simil.tr  disregard,  upon  the  part  of  the  authorities  of 
New  Providence,  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  American 
citizens,  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  I*  brought  by 
shipwreck  wnhiu  their  jurisdiction. 

By  the  papers  which  are  now  transmuted  to  you,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  the  month  of  F ebruary  last,  the  American 
brig  Encomium,  Sheffield  master,  bound  from  Charleston 
to  View  tii leans,  with  a  cargo  and  uj.wenycrs,  amon^ 
whom  were  46  negro  slaves,  the  property  of  American 
owners,  who  were  also  on  beard,  was  wrecked  near  Pieh 
Key,  Abaco,  whence  the  passengers  were  carried  to  Nee- 
feu;  that  on  their  arrival  the  slaves  were  sotted,  while  on 
board  the  wreckers,  by  an  officer  of  the  customs,  and  taken 
to  the  police  office,  where  they- were  set  at  liberty  by  the 
ite,  although  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales,  who 
protested,  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  against 
ng  taken  oat  of  their  possession ;  that,  on  the 
day  following,  the  owners  being  about  to  embark  for  the 
United  States,  the  consul  wrote  to  the  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or, to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  impediment  to  their 
taking  their  slaves  with  them,  and  was  answered  by  his 
secretary  that,  by  so  doing,  they,  as  well  as  all  others  ac- 
cessary, would  be  liable  to  be  hanged. 

By  a  communication  autisrquemly  made  to  die  consul  hy 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  it  appears  that  be  acted  in  regard 
to  the  alavee  under  an  opinion,  given  in  the  year  1818,  by 
Sir  Christopher  Rohito>on  and  Lord  Gilford  to  the  British 
Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  communication,  jt  is  ih  >us(ht  proper,  in  ju»iicc 
to  him,  to  place  with  the  other  paper*. 

This  transaction  has  produced  a  niton;,'  sensation  in  the 
United  Slates,  and  particularly  in  the  South,  where  it  i* 
viewed  as  a  direct  interference  with  their  rights  of  proper- 
ty ;  rights  which  had  their  origin  under  British  institu- 
tions, mid  have  since  been  sanctioned  by  our  own. 

It  cannot  Iks  denied  that  the  circumstances  of  tl.i*  cn»c 
furnish  abundant  ground*  for  the  dissatisfaction  which  it 
has  produced.  The  slaves  avore  in  the  quiet  possession  of 
their  owners,  on  board  the  wreckers,  when  tltey  arrived  at 
Nassau,  and,  for  all  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  would 
have  so  remained.  They  had  preferred  no  claim  U>  the 
authorities  of  the  i«h.ud  to  interpose  for  their  discharge  ; 
nor  bad  the  owners  made  any  call  for  such  interposition  to 
p n  force  their  possession. 
Jnd<  ed,  there  was  not,  on  cither  side,  any  application  to 


those  authorities,  and  their  interference  was  wholly  volun- 
tary and  gratuitous.  The  legal  rights  of  the  owners  of  the 
alavea,  according  to  the  laws  of  their:  own  country,  were 
wall  known  to  the  officers  at  Nassau  ;  and,  instead  of  re- 
specting thoae  rights,  ami  seeing  that  they  should  remain 
undisturbed,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  author- 
ities of  a  friendly  nation,  those  officers  openly  disregard*  J 
tliein,  and  exerted  themselves  only  to  cause  them  to  be  vio- 
lated by  others.  Having  begun  by  forcibly  dis 
the  owners,  with  whom  the  slaves  were  quietly  te 
they  set  them  at  liberty,  and  finally  held  out  the  punish  - 
ment  of  death  to  deter  I  be  owners  from  taking  thetn  away. 
The  law  opiniou  under  which  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
professes  to  have  acted  relates  to  the  slave  trade,  to  Afri- 
]  earn  only,  and  cannot  apply  to  slaves  born  iu  the  United 
States,  and  belonging,  for  generation*,  to  American  citi- 
zens, under  titles  derived  from  Brili-h  laws,  prior  to  the 
separation  of  the  two  countries.  That  it  should  have  been 
construed  to  include  a  description  of  persons  who  are  clearly 
not  embraced  wilhiu  its  terms,  would  seem  to  indicate  a 
disregard  for  interests  of  great  importance  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  American  people,  which  was  not  looked  for  on 
the  part  of  a  friendly  nation  ;  and  that  such  cause  of  com- 
plaint should  a  second  time  arise  in  the  same  quarter,  is  a 
circumstance  which  adds  to  the  unfavorable  iinpreseicu  that 
tbe  transaction  has  produced. 

It  is  the  President's  desire  that  you  will  lake  an  eaily 
opportunity  to  bring  this  case  Ik- fore  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  express  his  hope  that,  after  fully  weighing  the 
whole  subject,  that  Government  will  see  that  an  early  in- 
demnification to  the  proprietors  in  both  cases,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  similar  injuries  in  future,  are  duo  both  to  justice 
and  to  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  tenant, 

JOHN  FORSYTE 


Mr.  Forty tli  to  Mr.  Vail. 

Dr.rA»TM*5T  or  Stat*. 

Washington,  March  5W,  1835 
Si  a  :  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  the  copy  of  a  letter 
dated  on  tbe  3d  instant,  just  received  at  this  Department 
from  the  consular  commercial  agent  of  the  United  " 


seizure  and  subsequent  liberation  of  certain  slaves,  a  part 
of  tbe  cargo  of  the  American  brig  "  Enterprise,"  Smith, 
master,  bound  from  Alexandra,  D.  C,  to  Charleston,  S. 
C,  which  vessel  had  been  obliged  to  put  into  the  port  of 
Hamilton,  in  distress,  having  experienced  severe  weather, 
and  fallen  short  of  provisions.  It  is  the  wikb  of  the  Proai- 
deut  that  the  case  should  be  immediately  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  British  Government,  and  thai  redrtas  r* 
claimed  for  this  gross*  outrage  upon  the  rights  and  interests 
of  American  citizens.  You  will  make  use  of  this  < 
uniesa  an  answer  haa  already  been  given  to  you  . 
them,  !•>  call  the  attention  of  his  Ms  jetty's  Government  to 
the  unreasonable  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  deciding 
upon  the  questions  ol  «  similar  character,  presented  in  toot 
ious  notes. 

I  am,  sir,  you 


JOHN  FOKsYTH. 


Extract  »f  a  <L*pnich  front  Mr.  Ft/myth  to  Mr  Stern- 


M»t  19,  isnr 
in  the  prrecnt  state  of  our  diplomatic  relatione  whb  ihs 
Government  of  hie  Britannic  Majesty,  the  most  immediately 
pressing  of  tbe  matters  with  which  the  United  Sia'es  lega- 
tion at  London  is  now  charged,  is  the  claim  of  certain 
American  citizens  again*!  G.eat  Britain  for 
for  a  number  of  slaves,  the  cargoes  of  three 
ds  in  the  Atlantic,  near  th.. 
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were  carried  into  those  islands,  seized,  and  subsequently 
liberated  by  the  local  authorities ;  whereby  the  owner*  have 
experienced  an  almost  total  loss  of  their  property.  The 
instructions  of  this  Department,  and  the  correspondence 
that  has  already  passed  between  the  diplomatic  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales  and  the  British  Secretary  of 
btate  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  subject,  which  will  be 
found  on  the  files  of  the  legation,  to  which  you  are  refer- 
red, will  put  you  fully  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  rrlatmg 
to  these  cases,  as  well  as  of  the  views  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  them ;  and  will  also  acquaint  you  with  the  prog- 
ress made  towards  a  definitive  settlement  of  the  affnir.  I 
shall  therefore  content  myself  with  expressing  to  you  the 
President's  anxious  wish  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  and 
no  exertion  spared  on  your  part,  to  effect  an  early  adjust- 
ment of  this  long-pending  claim;  the  delay  which  has  al- 
ready occurred  having  given  him  great  dissatisfaction. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Livingi- 
Jsssrf  ton,  dated 

Fxaatuai  28,  1832. 
1  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  note  which  I 
addressed,  on  the  25th  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  in  be- 
half of  the  owners  of  the  .slaves  wrecked  in  the  brig 
"  Comet,"  on  a  reef  near  the  Bahama  banks.  You  will 
perceive,  on  perusing  it,  that,  availing  myself  of  the  latl- 
ludc  given  me  by  my  instructions  respecting  this  claim, 
and  Inking  into  consideration  the  state  of  public  feeling, 
and  the  extreme  sensibility  which  prevails  here  on  all  sub- 
jects connected  with  slavery,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  go 
further  into  the  matter  than  the  suggestions  in  your  com- 
munication seemed  strictly  to  require.  The  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  claim  also  involved  principles  so  interesting  to 
a  portion  of  our  countrymen  aa  to  render  it  proper  to  give 
them  the  fullest  consideration.  I  hope  that  my  endeavors 
to  have  justice  dona  to  ihc  claimants  mny  meet  the  Appro- 
bation of  the  President. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  t»  Lord  Palnxrfton. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the 
honor,  in  obedience  to  instructions  recently  received  from 
his  Government,  to  submit  to  the  right  honorable  Lord 
Viscount  Palmerston,  hia  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affaire,  the  claims  of  several  citizens  of 
the  United  States  upon  his  Majesty's  Government,  for  in- 
juries which  they  have  sustained,  in  consequence  of  certain 
proceedings  of  the  British  colonial  authorities  of  the  Ba- 
hamas. 

The  prominent  facta  of  the  case,  in  regard  to  which  there 
doea  not  appear  to  be  any  dispute,  are  as  follows  : 

Certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  owners  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  native  American  slaves,  being  desirous 
of  removing  them,  coastwiae,  from  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisi- 
ana, both  places  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  shipped  them,  for  that  purpose,  in  December,  1830, 
on  board  the  Americin  brig  "  Comet,''  Isaac  Staples,  mas- 
tar.  The  shipment  and  intended  transfer  of  the  s.iid  slave* 
being  sanctioned  by  the  Isws  of  the  United  States,  the  ves- 
sel was  regularly  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  and  provided 
with  all  the  necessary  papers  to  establish  the  legality  of  her 
voyage.  Whilst  proceeding  thereon,  Ihc  •■ 
driven  out  of  ber  course  by  adverse  winds  and  tempestuous 
weather  ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  3d  January,  grmiudod  on 
an  insulated  reef,  about  ten  miles  to  the  windward  of  the 
inland  Abaco,  and  was  there  totally  lost.  Before  the  ves- 
sel went  to  peices,  aa  island  sloop,  and  some  sail  boats 
cairve  to  her  assistance,  ami  aided  in  saving  the  lives  of  the 
on  board,  by  landing  them  on  a  small  key,  called 
Key,  <rituatrd  between  the  reel  and  the  island,  it 


the  distance  of  about  three  or  four  miles  from  the  one  and 
five  or  aix  from  the  other.  This  key,  though  so  denomi- 
nated, is,  it  appears,  but  a  bare  and  desert  rock,  furnishing 
neither  vegetation  nor  fresh  water  for  the  use  of  man,  and 
aeparated  from  the  island  by  a  channel.  To  obtain  the  means 
of  subsistence,  and  fit  out  the  vessel  fur  the  accommodation  of 
so  great  a  number  of  persons,  they  proceeded  to  Green  Tur- 
tle key  ;  from  whence  it  was  Captain  Staple's  intention  to 
sail,  in  the  wrecking  vessel,  for  Key  West,  or  some  other 
port  of  the  Uuited  Slates,  where  he  might  have  found  the 
means  of  proceeding  to  hia  original  destination.  But  failing 
to  prevail  upon  the  wreckers  to  afford  him  the  use  of  their 
veaael,  he  waa  obliged  to  yield  to  their  terms,  and  to  aail 
in  those  vessels,  with  all  the  persona  rescued  from  the 
wreck,  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Pr  n  i 
deuce,  where  the  wreckers  insisted  upon  carrying  them, 
and  where  they  arrived  on  the  llth  January,  1831.  The 
landing  of  the  slives  from  the  wreck  on  Spanish  Key,  their 
transfer  to  Green  Tuitle  key,  and  final  removal  to  the  port 
of  Nassau,  appear  to  have  been  uots  of  necessity,  arising 
from  circumstances  of  misfortune,  over  which  Captain  Sta- 
ples had  no  coutrol.  On  his  arrival  ax  Nassau,  he  took 
every  proper  step  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  slaves,  and 
immediately  purchased,  for  four  thousand  dollar*,  a  brig, 
which  he  proceeded  to  fit  out,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  slaves  to  New  Orleans  ;  but  be- 
fore this  could  be  accomplished,  a  notice  was  served  upon 
him  by  the  custom-house  officers  of  Nasaau,  that  the  slaves 
would  be  detained  until  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and 
crown-lawyers  of  the  colony  could  be  obtained,  as  to  their 
liability  to  seizure  under  the  British  statute*  concerning  ths 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  and  on  the  15th  of  January, 
the  fourth  day  after  their  arrival,  all  the  slaves  then  re- 
maining on  board  the  wrecking  vessels,  together  with  fif- 
teen who,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  taken  to  pre- 
vent it,  had  made  their  escape  by  swimming  to  the  shore, 
were  seized  by  the  custom-houso  officers  for  a  violation  of 
a  statute  above  referred  to;  and  those  remaining  on  board 
of  tbe  vessel  were  forcibly  taken  from  the  possession  and 
custody  of  Captain  Staples  and  landed  at  Nassau. 

Proceedings  were  forthwith  instituted  by  tbe  officer  who 
had  made  the  seizure,  in  the  instance  court  of  vice  admiral- 
ty for  the  Bahamas,  against  tbe  slaves  referred  to,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  act  of  Parliament  (5  Geo.  IV.  chap. 
113)  "to  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade."  Thia  harsh  attempt  to  convert 
involuntary  acta  of  Captain  Staples,  growing  out  of  acci- 
dents beyond  human  control,  and  indispenaably  necessary 
to  the  preservation  of  human  lives,  into  infractions  of  « 
penal  statute  meriting  forfeiture,  was,  altar  a  full  bearing 
of  the  parties,  very  properly  condemned  by  the  court,  and 
the  libel  or  information  dismissed.  Tbe  illegality  of  the 
seizure  having  thus  l>een  judicially  determined,  Captain 
Staples,  after  complying  with  the  requirementa  of  the  de- 
cree in  re-  ud  to  the  conts  of  »uit,  trusted  that  no  further 
difficulty  would  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
slaves  to  the  port  of  their  original  destination.  The  under- 
signed regrets  to  say  that  this  reasonable  expectation  was 
not  realized.  It  appears  that  the  colonial  authorities,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  referred  to,  look  upon  thomselves 
to  release  the  slaves  from  all  the  relations  in  which  they  had 
atoixl  with  regard  to  their  owners,  and  refused  to  surrender 
them  to  Captain  Staples;  notwithstanding,  also,  the  repeat- 
ed memorials  addres»ed  to  them  by  him,  and  by  the  consu- 
lar agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  Bahamas. 

In  taking  this  step,  the  Governor  aeied,  it  would  seem, 
in  conformity  with  sn  opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  instance 
court,  which  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  original  decree,  but 
in  which  he  declared  that  the  slaves  having  l>eon  one* 
landed,  there  was,  in  hi*  opinion,  no  law  by  which  they 
could  legally  l>e  dealt  with  a*  slaves  in  that  colony,  or  which 
would  authorize  the  G>vcrn  X  to  deliver  them  up,  without 
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other  country,  to  be  so  dealt  with;  and  that, 
therefore,  they  muM,  as  s  nece«ary  consequence,  be  con- 
•iderrd  as  free  jicrsoiis,  and  not  as  slaves  illegally  imported. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  davea,  one  hundred  and  forty-six 
were  Insured  by  three  insurance  office*  iu  the  city  of  New 
Orlean*  for  $71,380.  The  assured  baring  been  thai  de- 
prived of  their  property,  made  their  abandonment  to  the 
several  offices,  under  the  claim  in  the  policy  against  the 
risk  of  "detainment  by  foreign  Powers,"  and,  on  the  usual 
proof  of  low  and  interest,  received  the  nmount  of  their 
aaveral  policies.  The  underwriter*,  namely  :  The  I <ou fa- 
me* Company,  The  Mlwuaippi 
Inaurancfl  Company,  The  M< 
Company  of  New  Orleans,  together  with  Colonel  Charles 
C.  Tutt,  navy  agent  of  the  United  8 late*  at  Penaacola,  in 
fha  Territory  of  Florida,  and  SyWanu*  W.  Mudd,  owner* 
of  the  slaves  which  were  not'  insured,  sent  an  agent  to 

authorities  of  that  place,  and,  if  delivered  up,  In  send  them 
to  New  Orleans;  anil  in  case  of  refusal,  to  have  all  the 
necessary  documents  duly  authenticated,  and  submit  them 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  manner  in 
which  these  duties  were  performed  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Morse, 
appear*  from  hi*  report,  a  copy  of  which  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  of  laying  before  I*ord  Palmerslon. 

It  appears  that  hi*  excellency  Major  General  J.  C.  Smith, 
Governor  of  hi*  Mujeaty'*  possession*  in  the  Bahamas, 
referred  the  cl  itmanta  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  col- 
onies, with  an  intimation  that  the  whole  aubject  had  been 
folly  reported  to  that  department  of  hie  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  suggestion*  authorizing  the  inference  that,  in  the 
«tcp«  which  had  (wen  taken  in  the  premises,  hi*  excellency 
had  acted  under  the  orders  of  bis  Government. 

It  ie  upon  the^circumHtance*  of  which  the 

minutely  described  in  the  accompanying  papers,  to  which 
the  undersigned  respectfully  invite*  Loid  Palincrston'* 
narlv  attention,  that  the  preaent  claimant*  apply  to  ihe  jus- 
tice and  equity  of  hi*  Majesty'*  Government,  for  indemnity 
heavy  loasea  which  they  have  sustained.  In  the  few 
which  the  undersigned  thinks  it  proper  to 
submit  in  support  of  this  claim,  he  does  not  deem  it  neeee- 
aery  to  say  any  thing  in  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
instance  court  upon  the  question  of  forfeiture,  fully  confi- 
dent, a*  be  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  unfounded  pretences 
•et  up  by  the  officers  who  made  the  seizure,  and  which 
so  properly  condemned  by  the  court,  wi 
teuancc  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  Governor  of  the  Bahama*,  in  severing  the  connexion 
which  existed  between  the  slave*  in  question  and  their 
acted,  it  would  seem,  in  conformity  to  the  ex  parte 
already  referred  10,  delivered  hy  the  judge  ot  the 
instance  court,'  which  declared  that  the  adoption  of  that 
course  was  tbc  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  actual  land- 
ing ot  the  staves  in  the  colony,  a  consequence  of  the  unfiir- 
neai  of  which,  as  it  respected  the  claimants,  he  waa  not 
insensible,  but  which  he  did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor  to  avoid. 

By  the  actual  land  fig  here  spoken  of,  the  undersigned  is 
bound  to  understand  Judge  Mannings  as  referring  to  their 
landing  at  Nassau,  in  consequence  of  the  unlawful  seizure 
of  them  by  the  custom- house  officer*  of  that  place,  by  which 
landing  they  had  been  brought  within  the  actual  control  and 
placed  under  lb*  protection  of  the  local  authorities-,  for  the 
undersigned  c  mnot  for  a  momeut  suppose  that  the  idea 
intended  to  be  conveyed  eras,  that  the  mere  fact  of  landing 
the  slaves  upon  a  b*re  rock  on  the  Bahama  coast,  to  save 
t'.icm  from  immediate  death,  or  even  touching  with  them 
*t  another  islund  for  the  sole  purpo*-  of  saving  them  from 
>n  or  Joe*  in  the  small  crafts  which  had  come  to 
rescue,  justified  ;  or  that  any  principle  of  humanity 


take  them  from  the  vessels  with  a  view  to  tbeir  emancipa- 
tion. Having  properly  decided  that  the  landing  of  the 
slave*  from  the  "Comet,''  by  Captain  Staple*,  did  not 

constitute  the  importation  of  them;  into  the  colony,  de- 
nounced by  the  act,  and  to  which  the  penalty  of  forfeiture 
i*  attached,  because  it  was  not  s  case  within  its  spin!  end 
policy,  it  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence 
that  no  forfeiture  or  disability  could  be  incurred  by  tbeir 
immediate  rcrkipmmt  with  •  view  to  the  prosecution  of 
their  voyage.  Understanding  tbc  opinion  in  this,  wbi<h, 
to  the  undersigned,  appears  to  be  it*  ot 
the  necessity  oif  regarding  the  alaveeea  I 
not  to  the  means  previously  used  to  rescue  them  from  the 
perils  of  the  sea,  but  to  the  acts  of  the  authorities  of  the 
island  in  voluntarily  assuming  the  possession  and  protect  to* 
of  them,  by  which  acta  those  authorities,  according  to  the 
idea  of  the  judge,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  allow  the 
compulsory  return  of  the  slave*  to  the  ■objection  of  their 
muster*.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  judge  of  the  in- 
stance court  waa  correct  in  his  position,  the  important  fact 
•till  remain*,  that  this  inability,  and  the  consequent  Ic** 
sustained  by  the  claimants,  arose  altogether  from  the  con- 
fessedly illegal  acts  of  the  cu*iora-hi>u«e  officers  of  the  port 
of  Nassau  in  making  the  seizure  and  in  effecting  the  land- 
ing  of  the  slaves  at  that  place,  against  the  wishes  and  in 
defiance  of  the  remonalrances  of  Captain  Staple*  and  the 
consular  agent  of  the  United  State*. 

The  liability  of  hi*  Majesty'*  Government  to  retire**  the 
injury  which,*  according  to  thi*  view  of  the  subject,  ta* 
claimant*  have  received,  appears  to  the  undersigned  too 
clear  to  be  disputed ;  and,  sensible  that  the  case  of  the  claim- 
ant* might,  ao  far  as  the  question  of  strict  right  is  involved, 
be  safely  allowed  to  rest  on  this  sole  ground,  it  is  with  e  \  trero* 
reluctance  that  the  undersigned  focU  it  hi*  duty  to  extend 
tab)  communication,  already  protracted  beyond  hi*  wishes. 
There  are,  however,  considerations  arising  from  the  ground 
which  ha*  been  taken  in  thi*  case,  and  from  the  conse- 
quence* which  might  ensue  if  the  principle  assumed  should 
be  curried  to  it*  legitimate  results,  ao  calculated  to  affect  the 
interests  and  excite  the  deep  sensibility  of  a  large  and  high 
ly  respectable  portion  of  the  dtrcen*  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  undersigned  i* constrained  to  take  a  brief  notice  of 
the  opinion*  upon  which  the  colonial  authorities  appear  to 
have  acted. 

The  participation  of  the  United 


trade  is  known  to  the  world,  as  is  also  their  willingness  to 
apply  to  the  greet  end,  and  to  the  mitigation  of  the  evils  of 
existing  slavery,  all  the  means  at  their  dispoaal  which  are 

consistent  with  their  internal  condition  and  the  nature  of 


been  in  common  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  early  and  effectual  suppression  of  that  infamous  traffic, 
they  have  not  ve  ntured,  nor  ha*  any  statesman  of  either 
country  ventured,  to  propose  the  slightest  interference  with 
the  righto  and  dutiea  of  master  and  stave  in  other  State*,  by 
the  law  of  which  domeetic  slavery  waa  permitted  to  exist. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Government  of  the  United  Stutfs,  re- 
specting the  actual  and  unavoidable  condition  of  thing*  *t 
home,  while  it  moat  sedulously  end  rigorously  guards 
against  the  further  introduction  of  eleven,  protects,  at  the 
nine  time,  hy  reasonable  laws,  the  right*  of  the  owner*  of 
that  species  of  properly  in  the  Stales  where  it  exists,  and 
permit*  it*  transfer,  coastwise,  from  one  of  those  State*  to 
another,  under  suitable  restrictions,  to  prevent  the  fraudu- 
lent introduction  of  foreign  slaves.  In  this  respect  their 
course  i*  similar  to  that  of  the  British  Govern  me  nt  ia  re- 
gard to  those  portion*  of  his  Majesty'*  dominion*  where 
slavery  is  allowed;  and  the  case  now  presented  to  it*  con- 
sideration is,  the  undersigned  is  happy  to  be  able  to  any. 
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not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  policy  of  the  two  coun- 
tries in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  African  sltve  trade. 

The  undersigned  ia  quite  confident  that  Lord  Palmertton 
will  not  find  it  difficult  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  opinion 
of  the  judge  of  the  instance  court  in  which  the  inability  of 
the  colonial  authorities  to  afford  the  required  redrew*  is  set 
forth,  waa  not  warranted  by  ihe  facta  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  In  that  opinion  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  ine- 
bt  ity  of  the  Government  to  surrender  the  slaves  to  their 
owners  arose  from  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  5 
Ceo.  IV.  c.  113,  for  the  abolition  of  the  strive  trade;  nor 
could  that  position  have  been  maintained  with  any  show  of 
reason. 

It  is  most  evident  to  the  undersigned  that  case*  like  the 
present  are  neither  within  the  policy  of  that  net,  nor  em- 
braced in  the  intentions  of  ita  framera;  and  it  waa,  doubt- 
less, upon  that  principle  that  the  claim  of  forfeiture  waa  re- 
je«tcd  by  the  court.  That  intention  obviously  waa  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  avowed  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, by  forbidding  his  subjects,  not  only  all  direct  partici- 
pation in  that  trade,  but  aNo  all  assistance  and  facilities  to 
those  by  whom  it  was  still  prosecuted,  and  to  restrain  and 
regulate  the  transfer  of  slaves  held  in  lawful  bondsge,  from 
oue  portion  of  his  Majesty's  possessions  to  another.  The 
rase  of  slaves,  born  and  held  a*  such  under  the  laws  of  a 
foreign  friendly  nation,  cast  by  shipwreck  upon  the  coasta 
of  those  possessions  under  circumstances  like  the  present, 
was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Legislature,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  under  a  just,  liberal,  and  legal  construction  of  that 
act,  he  view  as  embraced  in  its  provisions.  The  propriety 
of  this  view  of  the  act  is  sustained  by  the  general  character 
and  scope  of  ita  provisiona,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
83d  section.  By  that  section  it  is  provided  that,  "in  case 
any  person  or  persons,  illegally  held  or  detained  in  slavery, 
shall  hereafter,  by  shipwreck  or  otherwise,  be  cast  upon, 
or  shall  escape  to,  or  arrive  at,  any  island  or  colony,  &c, 
under  the  dominion  or  in  the  possession  of  his  Majesty,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  etc  ,  or 
for  any  such  officer,  civil  or  military,  as  aforeaaid,  to  deal 
with,  protect,  and  provide  for  any  such  person  or  persons, 
in  aoch  and  in  the  same  manner  as  ia  hereinbefore  directed 
with  respect  to  persons  condemned  as  prite  of  war,  or  as 
forfeited  under  this  act."  This  section  could  surely  not  hare 
been  deemed  necessary,  if  the  framers  of  the  act  had  sup- 
posed that  the  effects  of  its  provisions  would  be  to  produce 
the  same  result  in  all  cases  of  alavea  cast  away  upon  such 
islands,  whatever  might  have  been  their  previous  condition 
in  respect  to  the  legality  of  iheir  detention. 

The  undersigned  presumes,  therefore,  that  it  has  been 
by  the  application  of  the  rule  established  upon  the  enhject 
in  Great  Britain,  to  the  Bahamas,  that  the  judge  of  the  in- 
stance court  has  arrived  at  his  conclusions  in  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  If  such  is  the  fact,  it  appears  to  the 
undersigned,  with  all  respect  to  that  judicial  functionary, 
to  be  only  necessary  to  state  the  rule  am  the  circumstances 
upon  which  it  rests  here,  to  show  the  fallacy  of  its  applica- 
tion to  the  Bahamas.  Great  Britain  having  long  since  re- 
lieved herself  from  slavery,  it  was  contended  that  the  air  of 
England  had  become  too  pure  for  a  slave  to  breathe  in, 
and  her  rouris  of  law,  upwards  of  half  a  century  lllhua,  con- 
firmed that  assumption  by  tin  dually  restraining  the  exer- 
cise of  anv  pre  existing  righia  of  ownership  over  persons 
brought  within  their  jurisdiction  This  principle  in  her 
jurisprudence  ha*  been  undevi  ttingly  persevered  in — it  has 
become  known  to  all  the  world — and  nations  in  whose  do- 
minions slavery  ia  tolerated,  have  been  able  to  conform  to 
it  in  i heir  intercourse  with  her.  (Jan  it  be  that  ihis  prin- 
ciple of  common  law  is  applicable  to  a  colony  where,  by  the 
law  of  ihe  pi  ice,  negroes  and  their  descendants,  who  have 
not  been  emancipated  by  their  owners,  are  slnves,  and  sale- 
able as  other  properly,  where  the  master's  rights  arc  amply 
protected  by  particular  laws,  wbeie  negroes  may  not  only 


be  dealt  with  as  slaves  at  home,  but  may  be  removed,  coast- 
wise, from  one  part  of  the  island  to  another,  and  with  per- 
mission, from  i»lsnd  to  island,  where  the  owners  may  at 
their  pleasure  employ  them  en  the  high  sea*,  in  navigation 
or  fishery,  or  place  them  in  the  nnva)  or  military  service  of 
bis  Majesty,  and  even  take  a  particular  class  of  them,  by 
sea,  to  any  place  whatever,  without,  in  any  case,  forfeiting 
their  rights  aa  ownera  1 

The  entire  insufficiency  of  the  reasons  which  might  jus- 
tify a  refusal  to  omply  with  the  request  of  the  claimants, 
if  the  transaction  in  question  had  taken  place  in  England, 
ia,  as  applied  to  a  case  arising  in  the  Bahamas,  too  mani- 
fest, in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  to  be  disputed. 
In  the  former  supposition,  the  claimanta  might  be  truly 
informed  that  they  sought  the  exercise  in  their  behnlf  of 
an  authority  alike  at  variance  with  the  public  sentiment 
und  the  established  law  of  the  land,  and  which  no  British 
subject  could  invoke.  At  Nassau,  no  such  ground  could 
be  taken.  All  that  was  asked  of  the  local  authorities 
was  an  extension  to  the  claimants  of  the  tame  protection 
in  regard  to  thrir  property  which  would  have  been  given 
to  British  suijiCts  belonging  to  those  parts  of  the  British 
possessions  abroad  where  slavery  is  allowed,  in  a  case 
where,  like  the  present,  the  pre-existing  rights  of  the  own- 
er had  not  been  forfeited  by  an  illegal  introduction  of  she 
slaves  into  the  Bahamas. 

But  we  are  not  left  to  discussion  and  speculation  upon 
this  point.  The  orignal  establishment  of  the  principle  in 
England  was  founded  on  the  declared  assumption  that  the 
law  of  the  colonies  could  have  no  hearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion in  England,  so  far  as  regarded  the  personal  rights  of 
the  slave  whilst  in  England  ;  and  it  has  been  solemnly  de- 
cided by  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in  this  country,  in 
case  of  the  "slave  Grace,"  (2  Haggard's  Admiralty  Re- 
ports, p.  94,)  that  the  rule  established  in  England  has  no 
application  to  the  colonies ;  that  though  a  slave  coming  to 
England  from  the  colonies  is  released  by  the  law  of  tha 
land  from  the  control  of  his  master,  while  ho  continues  in 
the  country,  and  cannot  be  sent  nul  of  it  without  his  con- 
sent, yet  he  continues  virtually  a  slave,  and  on  his  leturn 
to  the  place  of  his  birth  and  servitude,  the  right  to  exercise 
the  former  control  over  him  revives  in  his  master. 

The  undersigned  is  not  otherwise  advised  of  the  orders 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  may  have  given  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Bahamas,  than  may  be  inferred  from  tho 
opinion  of  counsel  contained  in  Mr.  Morse's  statement. 
Aa  this  communication,  in  consequence  of  the  interesting 
considerations  involved  in  ita  subject,  has  already  been  ex- 
tended further  than  the  undersigned  could  have  wished, 
he  will  confine  himself  to  hut  one  or  two  general  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  the  applicability  of  the  above-mentioned 
opinion  to  the  present  case.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cir- 
cumstance by  which  it  was  produced  was  the  shipwreck 
on  the  const  of  a  British  settlement,  at  the  Cope  of  Good 
Hope,  of  a  Portuguese  slave  ship,  on  its  passage  from  the 
const  of  Africa  to  Brazil;  and  the  point  submitted  wiu  the 
manner  in  which  Africans  who,  on  their  transportation 
from  Africa  to  Brazil,  as  slaves,  were  either  abandoned  or 
cast  away  on  the  shores  of  a  British  colony,  should  be 
dealt  with  by  th«*  colonial  authorities  according  to  acta  of 
Parliament  lor  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  de- 
gree of  assistance  which  those  authorities  might,  under 
anf)circumstancca,  give  the  Portuguese,  by  whose  laws 
that  inhuman  tra  nc  was  still  permitted,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  it  on.  In  answer  to  a  question  thus  propounded, 
hi*  Majesty 'a  law  officers  said,  that  any  act  on  the  part  of 
■hose  authorities  beyond  what  was  necessary  to  save  tha 
lives  of  the  slaves  from  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  which 
had  for  ita  object  to  restore  them  to  those  who  were  enga- 
ged in  the  slave  trade,  would  lie  affording  facilities  to  that 
trade,  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  act  by 
which  it  was  severely  denounced,  and  the  declared  object 


Google 


256 


APPENDIX  —  To  G,dei  if  Staton't  Register. 


Co«o.  lat 


of  which  was  the  entire  suppref&ion  of  that  trade.  The 
undersigned  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that  it  was  with- 
in the  contemplation  either  of  those  who  framed  the  act, 
or  of  those  by  whom  it  «u  ^hus  expounded,  to  embrace 
person*  born  in  arrvitude  in  the  territories  of  a  fxieijuly  na- 
tion, equally  zealous  with  Great  Britain  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  slave  trade,  equally  anxious  to  mitigate  the  evils  of 
slavery,  where  its  existence  is  found  unavoidable,  but 
which  has  fell  itself  also  equally  bound  to  protect,  by  just 
regulations,  rights  which  haJ  t'een  acquired  under  the 
unction  of  their  lawa  before  the  African  slave  trade  was 
prohibited  by  them.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  the  I 
undersigned  feels  the  strongest  confidence  in  expressing,  as 
he  has  been  instructed  to  do,  the  just  expectation  of  the 
President  that  bis  Majesty's  Government  will  order  the 
slave*  in  question  to  be  given  np  to  the  claimants,  snd 
reasonable  indemnity  to  be  made  to  the  latter  for  the  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  detention  of  their  property,  and  by  the 
loss  of  such  of  the  slaves  as  may  not  now  be  found  ;  m  re- 
quest which  Lord  Palmerston  will  readily  admit  derives  a 
claim  tivthe  moat  favorable  consideration  from  the  feet, 
which  is  of  undoubted  authority,  thai  it  is  in  conformity 
with  a  course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding  its  highly  penal  statues  against  the  volun- 
tary^ introduction  of  foreign  alavea  within  its  territoriea, 
andoenouncing  all  participation  by  American  citizens  in 
the.  African  sieve  trade,  has,  nevertheless  pursued  with 
regird  to  slaves  belonging  to  British  subjects,  who,  being 
lawfully  employed  in  navigation,  have  been  rescued  from 
the  perila  of  the  aea  by  the  intervention  of  cHisene  of  the 
United  States. 

Should  it,  however,  be  decided  that  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment is  unable  to  comply  with  this  request,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  actual  landing  of  the  slaves  on  the  island  of 
New  Providence,  through  the  illegal  seizure  of  them  by 
the  custom-house  officers,  and  of  the  application  to  their 
of  the  general  principles  of  the  English  law  ;  or  should 


14th  inatant  obtained,  an  interview  with  Lord  Palmersion, 
in  the  course  of  which  I  bad  an  opportunity  fully  to  toy 


it  be  declared  that  it  wea  the  intent  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, through  motives  of  humanity,  to  give  freedom  to 
every  slave  landing  on  the  coast  of  a  British  colony, 
whether  cast  upon  it  by  shipwreck,  or  brought  thither  by 
d.-ign,  end  without  reference  to  his  previous  condition,  or 
the  manner  in  which  the  owner's  interest  in  him  wee  ac- 
quired, the  undersigned  is  pursundeJ  that  the  justice  of 
the  British  Government  will  lake  care  that  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  a  friendly  nation,  thrown  by  shipwreck  on 
their  coasts,  shall  not,  under  circumstances  like  tho»e  of 
the  present  case,  be  sacrificed  by  any  misconstrued  appli- 
cation of  British  laws,  or  by  any  indulgence  of  their  own 
feelings  of  philanthropy  ;  but  that  all  suitable  compensa- 
tion will  be  made  to  aucb  individuals  for  the  property  taken 
or  detained  from  them. 

The  claimants  will  not  require  that  any  implied  faith 
pledged  to  the  times  by  the  net  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Bahamas,  shall  be  violated ;  they  will,  therefore,  be  eon- 
tent  with  a  moderate  valuation,  much  less  than  that  put 
Upon  the  slaves  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  Pro- 
vidence. Among  the  papers  herewith  transmitted,  will  be 
found  en  estimate  of  the  value  which  the  claimants 
sent  shall  be  put  upon  them,  and  which,  with  a 
able  remuneration  of  expenses,  the  undersigned  is 
xed  to  accent. 

The  undersigned  gladly  avails  himself  of  this  occaston  j 
to  renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  assurance  of  his  highest 


M.  VAN  BLREN. 
8ibatio»»  Pi.sc x,  February  25,  1832. 

Extracts  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingston,  dated 

Jvli  16,  1883. 
In  the  fulfilment  of  the  wishes,  intimated  in  your  de- 
No.  8.  of  the  30th  of  May,  I  sought,  and  on  the 


to  in  that  despatch  ;  and  also 
topics  which  hnd  before  given 
tweeu  him  and  lite  legation. 


I  then  took  occasion  to  remind  bia  lordship  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  note  to  him  of  the  86th  of  February  tost,  on  ton 
subject  of  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  a  number  of  slaves 
•hip wrecked  on  the  island  of  Abaoo,  in  the  brig  Comer, 
and  seized  at  Nassau  by  the  colonial  suthorities  of  the  Ba- 
hamas. He,  in  answer,  confirmed  the  information  which, 
I  hnd,  the  day  before,  received  from  Sir  Gtorge  Shee. 
one  of  the  under  Secretaries  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  that  the  case 
had  been  aent  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  fcr 
their  npuuon  upon  points  of  law  which  had  arisen  from 
it,  and  the  promise  also  made  me  by  Sir  George  to  inquire 

by  that  branch  of  the  ' 


of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr. 

NoTEMBta  14,  1832. 
With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slsves  wreck- 
ed in  the  Bahamas,  in  the  Brig  Comet,  to  which,  also, 
allusion  ia  made  in  the  despatch  al«ove  referred  to,  I  called 
yesterday  at  the  Foreign  Office,  to  inquire  tbe  stage  at  which 
the  promised  investigation  of  that  claim  had  arrived.  I 
regret  to  say  that  the  case  still  remains  before  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  Grown,  who  have  not  yet  reported  upon  it. 
The  under  Secretary  of  8tate,  who  has  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject, has  promised  me  to  inquire  into  tbe  cause  of  the  de- 
lay, and  to  urge  the  immediate  action  of  the  law  depart- 
ment upon  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Livingston,  dattd 

M*aca  30,  1833. 
I  have  seldom  omitted  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties afforded  me  by  incidentally  meeting  with  Lord  Pal- 
merston, to  call  his  attention  to  tbe  various  subjects  re- 
maining unadjuatad  between  the  two  Governments,  in 
which  I  thought  that  my  further  agency  might  be  usefully 
employed.  Among  these,  tbe  claim  of  the  owners  of  the 
slave*  shipwrecked  in  1930,  on  the  island  of  Abaco,  in  ihs 
brig  "  Comet,"  haa  often  been  the  subject  of  conversation, 
both  with  Lord  Palmeiaton  and  with  Sir  George  Slice,  the 
under  Secretary,  more  especially  charged  to  inquire  into 
subject;  but,  so  far,  without  any  satisfactory  result- 
More  than  a  year  having  now  elapsed  since  the  claim  was 
first  presented,  in  Mr.  Van  Buren's  note  of  the  83th  Feb* 
ruary,  1832,  which  still  remains  unanswered,  I  thought  it 
time  that  a  fresh  appeal,  bearing  an  official  character, 
should  be  made ;  and,  a  few  day  a  ago,  informed  Lord  Pal- 
meralon  of  my  intention  of  addressing  him  a  communica- 
tion upon  the  subject.  He  unhesitatingly  promised  that  he 
would  make  use  of  it  to  hasten  the  progress  of  the  investi- 
gation which  he  had  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  merits  of 
the  claim;  and  I  accordingly  addressed  to 
25th  instant,  tbe  note  of  which  I  have  i 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston. 
The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  near  the  Government  of  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty, has  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instructions  at  various 
times  received  from  his  own  Government,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  honorable  Viscount  Palmerston,  bis 
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In  his  lordship  on  the  2otli  of  February  of  la  t  year,  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  laic  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutra  at  the  British  Court, 
felling  forth  tha  claim  of  sundry  American  citizens  upon 
his  Majesty'*  Government,  for  the  value  of  a  number  of 
slaves  shipwrecked  in  is. to,  while  proceeding  in  the  brig 
"  Comet,"  from  Alexandria  to  New  Orleans,  ntt  Uie  inland 
of  Aboco,  and  seized  by  the  colouial  authorities  of  the  Ba- 
hsmss,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  slaves  itilo  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

In  the  note  to  which  reference  is  made  above,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  so  fully  presented  to  the  view  of  his  Majesty's  Gov. 
eminent  the  considerations  of  undoubted  justice  which  had 
induced  that  of  the  United  States  to  interpose  in  behalf  of 
the  claimants,  that  the  undersigned  deems  il  unnecessary 
to  add  any  further  remarks  upon  the  merits  of  the  claim  ; 
he  will  content  himself,  fur  the  present,  with  repeating 
what  he  lias,  on  several  occasions,  had  the  honor  verbally 
to  state  to  Lord  Palmeraton,  that  the  President  looks  with 
undiminished  solicitude  to  a  decision  which  ho  believes 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  favorable  to  the  parties  interest- 
ed, in  tha  hope  that  the  enlightened  justice  of  hia  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  not  allow  the  great  loss  incurred  by 
the  claimants,  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  their 
propei ty,  to  \k  aggravated  by  any  unnecessary  protraction 
of  the  delay  which  baa  already  occurred  in  the  sdjuslmenl 
of  their  claim. 

The  undersigned,  relying  upon  the  promise  made  to  him 
by  Lord  ralmerslou  thai  he  would  hasten  the  settlement 
of  the  claim  referred  to,  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity 
to  offer  to  his  lordship  tbo  renewed  assurance  of  hia  most 
distinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

301  Rtczsr  8tbbit,  25M  March,  1833. 

Extraetttf  o  fatter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Stcrttury  of  Stair, 
dated  April  6,  1*33. 

Yi»u  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  note  which, 
on  the  3.*ilh  of  last  mouth.  1  addressed  to  Lord  l'uluin  tun. 
that  I  had  anticipated  the  w  ishes  of  your  Department  with 
regard  to  the  claim  for  the  slaves  shipw  recked  in  the  "  Co- 
met" on  the  rocks  of  Abaco.  The  long  delay  which  had 
attended  the  examination  of  the  case  by  the  Crown  lawyers, 
to  «  hoin  it  had  been  referred,  and  the  belief  that  more  than 
sufficient  time  had  breu  afforded  them  for  the  purpose,  had 
induced  ine  to  repeat,  in  writing,  the  verbal  sr.|lication», 
several  limes  made  by  me,  for  a  settlement  of  the  claim. 
The  answer,  of  which  s  copy  is  likewise  enclosed,  was 
received  at  the  moment  I  was  altout  sending  in  another 
communication,  prepared  in  obedience  to  your  despatch 
No.  (0,  which  had  come  to  hand  in  the  meantime,  Stifl, 
as  thru  despatch  conuinrd  some  new  considerations  in  be- 
half of  the  claim,  which,  I  thought,  mighl  be  uracil  with 
advantage,  I  prepared  and  sent  in  another  note,  dated  the 
4th  instant,  also  herewith  communicated,  which  I  hope 
will  have  the  effect  of  quickening  the  action  of  the  legal 
advisers  of  the  Crown.  It  was  my  wish,  in  delivering  the 
last -mentioned  note,  to  hav  e  explained  these  circumstances 
lo  Lord  Palmcrtton  in  a  personal  interview  ;  but,  being 
unable  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  su  illucss  which  con- 
fined him  lo  his  chamber,  I  had  a  conversation  with  the 
nudcr  Secretary  of  State,  whom  I  endeavored  to  impress 
with  a  scuse  of  the  desire  of  the  President  that  this  mutter 
should  be  si«eedlly  arranged  lie  ssid  that,  slthough  the 
justice  of  the  claim  seemed  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  yet,  from 
the  difficulty  of  lecom  iliug  the  principle  it  involved  with 
existing  laws,  it  derived  some  complexity,  which  had  been 
a  subject  of  much  embarrassment  to  the  Crown  lawyers; 
thai  the  King's  advocate,  lu  whom  the  cn«e  had  been  seut, 
fearful  of  assuming  the  re-pon*ibili  y  ol  deciding  by  him 
self,  had  called  the  Attorney  General  to  his  asMst  slice,  aud 
that  both  were  engaged  in  preparing  a  report,  upon  which 
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the  ministers  would  act  in  finally  deciding  upon  the  merits 
of  the  claim. 

Lorry  Palmeraton  to  Mr.  Voii. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
Stats  for  Foreign  Affairs,  haa  the  honor  to  acknowledge, 
the  receipt  of  ■  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the 
"6th  instant  by  Mr.  Vsil,  charge  d'aflairea  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  at  this  court,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
claim  set  up  by  sundry  American  citizens  upon  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  for  the  value  of  a  number  of  slaves  ship- 
wrecked in  1830,  while  proceeding,  in  the  brig  "Comet," 
from  Alexsndris  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  island  of  Absco, 
anil  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Bshamus,  for 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  slaves  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  lo  state,  in  reply,  that 
the  subject  is  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown,  to  whom  it  has  been  referred  by  hia 
Majesty's  Government ;  and,  so  soon  as  a  report  shall  have- 
been  received  from  those  officers,  the  undersigned  will  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Vail  the  decision  which 
his  Majesty's  Government  may  come  lo  upon  the  question. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Vail  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con- 
sideration. PALMEKSTON. 

Foacias  Orrtcr,  March  30,  1833. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Pulmerston. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  State* 
of  America,  had  the  honor  to  receive,  yesterday,  a  note 
which  the  right  honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmeraton,  hit 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affile, 
addressed  to  him  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  stating,  in 
answer  lo  a  communication  from  the  undersigned,  that  the. 
claim  presented  in  In-half  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales 
for  a  number  of  slaves  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities  of 
the  Bahamas,  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  law 
officers  of  ihc  Crown  ;  aud  thai,  on  the  receipt  of  their 
report,  ihe  decision  which  his  Msjesly's  Government  may 
come  lo  upon  Ihot  claim  would  bo  communicated  to  the 
undersigned. 

The  undersigned  flatters  himself  that  he  perceives,  in 
Lord  Palmeistou's  note,  ihe  prospect  of  su  early  adjust- 
ment of  this  claim,  and  will  hasten  to  communicate  the 
gratifying  information  to  his  Government.  Since,  how- 
ever, he  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  his  lordship  upon 
the  subject,  aud  before  the  note  above  referred  lo  came  to 
baud,  he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  Slnte  of  ihe  United 
Stales  special  instructions,  which  make  il  hia  duty  lo  avail 
himself  of  this  communication,  instead  of  one  which,  with 
the  same  view,  he  was  on  ihe  point  of  forwarding  lo  Lord 
Pulmerston  when  his  lordship's  uote  of  the  30th  ultimo  wss 
received,  to  state  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  fell  himself  obliged  lo  direct  a  fresh  application  to 
ihe  British  Government  for  the  sjieedy  adjustment  of  the 
claim  in  question 

The  undersigned  hav  ing,  fiom  time  to  time,  acquainted 
his  Government  with  the  import  of  the  conversations  he 
had  with  Lord  Palmerston  on  this  subject,  the  President, 
sware  of  the  difficulties  and  dclsys  which,  owing  lo  the 
delicate  nuturc  of  some  of  the  consideialions  it  invoked, 
might  attend  the  investigation  of  the  case,  bad  refrained 
from  urging  its  immediate  adjustment,  confiding  in  the 
justice  of  hi*  Majesty's  (iovenimcnl  for  ullimute  redress  to 
the  psrties  interested.  These  persons,  however,  whose 
losses,  already  so  heavy  in  the  origin,  are  daily  increated 
by  every  ficsh  delay,  which  deprives  them  of  the  use  of 
ibeif  property,  have  become  so  urgtnt  in  their  represents- 
lions  lhat  the  President,  impressed  with  the  indisputable 
justice  of  their  demands,  and  of  the  cluim  they  have  lo  the 
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interposition  of  their  Government,  is  compelled  to  renew 
the  application  which  haa  now,  for  more  than  a  year,  been 
under  the  consideration  of  that  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

Lord  Palmerston  is  too  familiar  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  re- 
capitulate them  iu  this  place ;  nor  will  he  take  up  his 
lordship's  time  in  reverting  to  the  arguments  and  proofs  by 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren,  iu  his  note  of  the  25th  February, 
1832,  no  clearly  established  the  right  of  the  claimants  to 
the  restoration  of  their  property,  or  to  full  indemnity  for 
the  loss  they  may  ultimately  sustain  in  consequence  of  the 
seizure  of  it.  But  there  arc  other  considerations,  not  be- 
fore particularly  dwelt  upon,  which  the  undeisigued  begs 
leave  now  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the 
President,  and  which,  as  involving  questions  of  interna- 
tional policy  and  good  neighborhood,  more  forcibly  address 
themselves  to  the  attention  of  bis  Majesty's  Government. 
Lord  Palmerston  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  Urge  s'ave 
population  iu  the  United  States,  and  will  easily  conceive 
that  the  necessary  and  frequeut  removals  of  portions  of  it 
from  one  section  of  the  country  to  another,  render  it  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  safe  and  easy  mode  of  convey- 
ance afforded  for  that  purpose  by  the  coastwise  navigation, 
should  not  be  exposed  to  such  interruptions  as  that  which 
forms  the  subject  of  this  communication. 

It  never  can  bo  the  wish  or  interest  of  the  owners  of  this 
species  of  property  to  expose  themselves  to  losses,  and  their 
Government  to  unpleasant  discussions,  by  trusting  it  be- 
yond the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United  8tates  ; 
but  a  great  number  of  the  description  of  persons  referred  to, 
who  emigrate  to  the  Southern  sections  of  the  Union,  have 
necessarily  to  pass  through  the  Uahams  channel ;  and  so 
long  as,  chiefly  from  the  present  want  of  the  indispens- 
able aids  to  navigation,  this  dangerous  thoroughfare  re- 
mains unsafe,  as  it  now  is,  it  may  become  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  the  American  Government  to  address  to  that  of 
Great  Britain  other  representations  like  that  now  under 
consideration.  Were  it  for  this  cause  alone,  tho  under- 
signed feels  confident  that  Lord  Palmeraton  will  agree  with 
him  that  its  recurrence  had  betler,  in  future,  be  avoided,  if 
possible.  There  are,  besides,  other  causes,  more  peculiar- 
ly, but  more  vitally  also,  affecting  the  United  States,  from 
which  the  subject  of  this  reclamation  derives  an  importance 
reaching  far  beyond  the  individual  interests  concerned  in 
H.  Should  the  question  which  grows  out  of  this  claim, 
contrary  to  the  confident  expectation  of  the  President,  be 
decided  against  the  claimants,  it  would  go  to  establish  a 
doctrine  authorizing  the  liberation  of  the  American  slave 
whom  unavoidable  accident  may  have  thrown  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  too  dangerous  to  a  large 
section  of  the  country  to  be  tolerated  by  its  Govern  mint. 
The  extreme,  but  just,  sensibility  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  which  would  be  affected  by  the  admission  of  such  a 
principle,  imparts  to  this  consideration  an  importance  so 
deeply  felt  by  the  President,  that  he  has  caused  the  under- 
signed to  be  especially  instructed  to  state  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston that  he  places  the  fullest  reliance,  not  only  upon  the 
sense  of  enlightened  justice  of  the  British  Government,  but 
also  upon  iU  desire  to  remove  every  cause  of  unfriendly 
feelings  between  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, for  such  a  disposition  of  the  subject  of  this  communi- 
cation as  will  preclude  all  possibility  of  future  difference 
from  such  a  source. 

In  thus  again  calling  up  a  subject  which  had  so  recently 
procured  him  the  honor  of  s  communication  with  Lord 
Palmerston,  the  undersigned  has,  by  order  of  his  Govern- 
ment, endeavored  to  place  before  his  lordship  considera- 
tions which,  he  feels  confident,  will  be  allowed  to  occupy 
their  appropriate  place  among  the  motives  which  will  de- 
termine the  decision  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

That  that  decision  will  be  favorable  to  the  claimants,  h« 
cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt ;  nor  is  he  more  disposed 


to  believe  that,  fully  appreciating  the  benefita  which  an 
early  adjuatment  would  confer  upon  the  parties,  tha  British 
Government  will  sutler  any  unnecessary  delay  to  aggravate 
the  injury  already  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  " 
of  i colonial  agents  of  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this 
offer  to  i, mil  Palmeraton  the  renewed  assurance  of  hia 
highest  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

304  Rkobxt  Stskkt,  April  4,  1833. 

Bxtrad  of  a  ktttr  from  Mr.  Vuil  to  Mr.  Livingston, 
dated  April  29,  1833. 


I  likewise  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a  note  which 
I  received  on  the  24th  instant  from  Lord  Palmerston,  ac- 
the  receipt  of  that  which,  agreeably  to  tho 


instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  10,  I  addressed 
to  him  on  the  4th,  respecting  the  cleim  arising  out  of  the 
detention  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  brig  •*  Cornet"* 
on  the  island  of  Abaco.  I  cannot  but  indulge  tho  h"P* 
that  (he  agency  which  Lord  Palmeraton  promises  to  employ 
in  accelerating  the  action  of  the  law  department  will  bring 
jeet  of 


that  subject 


to  •  speedy 


Ijord  Palmeriton  to  Mr.  Vail. 
The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
8tate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the 
note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  tha  4th  instant  by  Mr. 
Vail,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
upon  the  subject  of  certain  American  negroes,  detained  at 
Nassau,  iu  New  Providence;  and,  in  reply,  he  begs  to 
state  that  this  further  representation  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Vail,  has  been  transmitted  to  the  King's  law  officers,  with 
reference  to  the  pspers  previously  transmitted  to  them  upon 
the  same  subject ;  and  they  have  been  pressed  by  the  un- 
dersigned to  give  in  their  immediate  report  upon  the  case, 
in  order  that  tha  undersigned  may  be  enabled  to  return  an 
answer  upon  the  whole  question  to  Mr.  Vail  without  fur- 
ther delay. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Mr.  Vail  the  aa.u- 
ranees  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

PALMERSTON. 

Foasiox  Orrict,  April  24,  1833. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail,  to  Mr.  .VcLour, 
dated  September  23,  1833. 
I  have  again  called  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerston  to 
the  former  representations  of  tin-  legation  against  tha  de- 
tention, by  the  British  colonial  authorities,  of  tha  slaves 
shipwrecked  iu  the  Bahamas  on  board  of  the  brig  "  Comet. " 
This  perplexing  subject  has  again  mi  J  again  been  made 
one  of  verbal  us  well  as  written  communications  on  my 

Eart,  which  do  not  seem  to  have  hitherto  had  any  afl'ect  in 
asteniog  the  labora  of  the  Crown  law)  era,  whose  tardy  ac- 
tion upon  it  is  to  be  made  a  preliminary  to  a  final  decision 
on  its  merits.  Lord  Palmerston,  still  pleading  the  delicate 
nature  of  the  question,  and  the  intricacy  of  the  case,  has 
again  promised  me  that  he  would  exert  himself  to  bring  it 
to  a  close. 


Extract*  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Vuil  to  Mr. 

January  1-1,  1834 

I  had,  on  the  10th  instant,  with  Lord  . 
interview,  which  I  had  sought  for  the  purpose  uf  calling 
his  attention  to  several  applications  and  representations  of 
mine,  some  of  which,  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  si"" 
mained  unanswered,  ckc  •  *  • 

I  then  placed  in  the  bands  of  Lord  Palmerston  the 
orandum,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  of  the 
and  representations  to  which  I  desired  that  answers  might 
Ik?  given  ;  remarking  upon  the  merits  of  each  case,  partic- 
ularly the  cluim  of  the  owner*  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX — To  Gales  <$•  Section's  Register. 


259 


Ri  igt  Encomium  and  Enterprise. 


[25th  Coxo.  IK  8x11. 


.  ^  Respeet- 
>ting  the 
j  1  mm  of 


brig  "  Comet,"  which  has  now  been  near  two  year*  under 
consideration,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  calls,  loth 
written  and  verbal,  for  a  decision  ;  and  the  claim  of,  Ac. 
In  both  cases,  he  said  be  was  still  awaiting  the  reports  of 
the  law  officers,  to  whom  ihey  hail  been  referred,  and  pro- 
mised again  that  he  would  use  In-  endeavor*  to  quicken 
their  action  upon  I  hem. 

t\  t\  ■is}*  awl  ,ft*apv  |ss  4assjBSjsrsssf       W  «  ssssssssjajei  a<ata 

Memorandum  left  with  l*trd  Pn/merston,  January  10, 
l«14.— Extract. 

Note  from  Mr.  Van  Duren,  2;1th  Feb.  1832. 

Note  from  Mr  VaiJ,  25th  March.  1833. 

Note  from  Mr.  Vail,  4th  April,  1833. 
sundry  citizens  of  the  United  Stale*,  for  the  restoration, 
or  the  payment  of  the  value,  of  a  number  of  slaves  ship- 
wrecked, in  1830,  on  the  ishmd  of  Abaco,  in  the.  brig 
"Comet,"  and  seised  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  the 
Bahama*.  The  answer  given  by  hi«  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  a  nolo  from  Lord  Palmerxton  dated  the  30lh 
March,  1833,  wa«,  that  the  cane  was  under  consideration 
by  the  law  officer*  of  ihe  Crown,  with  instruction-*  to  re- 
port upon  it. 

Extract  qf  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  State*,  dated  August  6,  1834. 
Having  often,  though  ineffectually,  urged  the  adjust- 
ment oi  the  claims  of  •  •  •  • 
and  of  Ihe  owners  oi  the  slaves  shipwrecked  on  the  island  of 
Abaco,  in  the  brig  "Cornel,"  I  thought  it  time  again  to 
lay  before  Lord  Palnicrston  official  reminders  of  hia  promi- 
se* to  hasten  the  settlement  of  those  claims,  in  a  form  bet- 
ter calculated  than  informal  conversations  to  command  hia 
attention  and  that  of  tha  functionaries  lo  whom  the  busi- 
ness has  been  referred.    I  enclose  copies  of  two  notes 
which,  with  that  view,  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  1st  in- 
stant.   In  all  nur  conversations  on  these  subjects,  his 
lordship  always  manifested  the  best  disposition  to  see  them 
satisfactorily  arranged  ;  and  of  the  justice  of  one  of  the 
claims  ho  has  repeatedly  expressed  a  favorable  opinion. 
The  investigation  of  them,  however,  has  necessarily  been 
made  the  concern  ol  other  branches  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmer  stun. 

The  undersigned,  charge4  d'affiiiree  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  regrets  that,  in  compliance  with  pressing  in- 
structions from  time  to  time  received  from  his  Government, 
he  is  compelled  again  to  cell  the  attention  of  the  right  hon- 
orable Loid  Viscount  Palmers-ton,  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  ol  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  subject  of 
the  various  communications  addressed  to  his  lordship  by 
his  predecessor  and  himself,  in  behalf  of  citizens  of  Un- 
united States,  owners  of  a  number  of  slaves  shipwrecked, 
in  the  year  1830,  on  one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  while 
proceeding  in  the  brig  "Comet"  from  Alexandria  to  New 
Orleans,  and  forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  ihe  colonial 
authoriliea  of  those  islands  for  an  alleged  infringement  of 
certain  British  statutes  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
slaves  in  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  hi*  note  of  the  25th  February, 
1832,  and  the  undersigned,  in  those  which  he  had  the  hon- 
or of  addressing  to  Lord  Palmerston  on  the  25th  March 
and  4lh  April  of  Inst  year,  laid  before  his  Majesty's  Oov- 
ernment,  with  a  full  statement  of  the  case,  all  the  allega- 
tions and  proofs  urged  by  the  parties  to  establish  the  legal- 
ity of  their  claims  ;  and  in  the  note  Inst  referred  to,  the  un- 
dersigned, by  especial  order  of  his  Government,  endeavor- 
ed to  place  before  Lord  Palmerston  considerations  of  a  pc- 
culisr  character  growing  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
but  involving  principles  of  internalioal  law,  imparting  to  ihe 
subject  an  importance  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  should  recommend  it  to  the  early  and 


serious  consideration  of  that  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
The  undersigned  was  gratified  to  perceive,  by  the  answers 
returned  on  the  30th  March  snd  24lh  April,  1833,  to  the 
communications  above  referred  to,  that  steps  had  been 
made  towards  an  adjustment  of  the  claim  ;  and  he  has  since 
drrived  greater  satitfartinn  still,  from  the  verbal  assurances 
at  various  limes  received  from  Lord  Palmerston  of  his  lord- 
ship's favorable  impression  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
from  his  promises  that  his  agency  would  be  employed  in 
bringing  it  In  a  speedy  settlement. 

Persuaded  that  it  is  not  the  wiah  of  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment that  unadjusted  claims  of  this  description  should 
he  suffered  long  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  perfect  under- 
standing now  happily  subsisting  between  the  two  nations, 
the  undersigned,  confiding  in  the  disposition  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmerston  to  see  ultimate  justice  done  to  the  parties, 
haa  no  desire  unnecessarily  to  occupy  his  lordship's  time  in 
reverting  to  a  subject  which  has  already  ao  long  and  ao  of- 
ten been  under  consideration.  He  is,  however,  reminded, 
by  the  long  period  of  lime  during  which  the  claimants 
have  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  property,  by  their 
just  representations  to  the  undersigned  himself  and  to  hit 
Government,  and  by  the  reiterated  recommendations  con- 
veyed to  him  by  order  of  the  President  not  to  allow  the 
subject  lo  be  overlooked,  of  ihe  extent  of  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  claimants  in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary 
act  of  the  British  colonial  authorities,  and  of  the  aggrava- 
tion that  injury  daily  receives  from  every  fresh  delay  at- 
tending the  reparation  of  it.  Under  a  aense  of  what  is 
justly  due  to  the  claimants,  and  lo  the  instructions  of  hit 
Government,  the  undersigned  is,  therefore,  impelled  by 
considerations  of  duty  which  Lord  Palmerston  will  be  able 
to  appreciate,  again  to  urge  upon  his  lordship's  attention 
their  disappointment  at  a  delay  of  justice  already  protracted 
ao  far  beyond  the  time  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding 
of  Ihe  case,  and  their  just  expectation  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  will  use  additional  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  adjustment. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord 
Palmerston  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consider- 
ation. A.  VAIL. 

13  Old  Cavksdish  Stiiiet,  1st  August,  1834. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  United  States,  dated  August  14,  1834. 

Si  a  :  It  may  not  be  inexpedient  that,  ou  assuming  the 
conduct  of  our  diplomatic  relations,  you  should  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  unfinished  business  of  this 
legation.  With  that  view,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you 
the  following  synopsis  of  the  points  upon  which  its  agency 
has  been  employed,  and  which,  at  this  day  remain  unad- 
justed. 

1.  Claim  of  the  owners  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the 
brig  "Comet."  This  claim,  which  had  for  a  longtime 
been  under  investigation  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
has,  I  understand,  lately  been  transferred  to  the  Treasury, 
where  it  remains  under  consideration.  My  despatch  No. 
137  conveyed  a  copy  of  my  note  of  the  1st  instant,  urging 
its  adjustment. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  lo  Ihe  Secretary  of 
state  United  States,  dated  September  13,  1834. 

I  will,  in  complianre  with  your  instructions,  and  with- 
out longer  delay  than  ahall  be  necessary  lo  enable  me  to 
copy  the  documents,  endeavor  to  place  before  the  British 
Government,  in  the  light  which  ahall  appear  to  me  best 
calculated  to  attract  its  attention  and  impress  it  with  a 
proper  aense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  necessa- 
ry representations  against  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
commander  in  relation  to  the  two  seamen  taken  from  the 
■hip  "  Rosanna  ;"  and  against  the  liberation,  by  the  cob- 
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nisi  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  of  the  slam  shipwrecked 
on  one  of  those  islands  in  the  brig  "  Encomium."  You 
Will  have  Men  by  the  copy,  which  accompanied  my  No. 
137,  of  a  note  addressed  by  ma  to  Lord  Palmerston  on  the 
1st  August,  that  I  bad  again  added  to  my  frequent  verbal 
notices  of  tba  subject,  a  formal  representation  against  the 
unreasonable  delay  in  answering  our  application  for  redrew 
in  the  nnnlogons  case  of  the  brig  "  Comet."  The  repeti- 
tion of  proceedings  which,  so  fur  as  an  opinion  has  been 
expressed,  are  looked  upon  by  Lord  Palmerston  as  afford- 
ing just  grounds  for  reclamation  on  our  part— which,  pro- 
bably would  not  have  taken  place  had  an  earlier  decision 
been  given  in  the  farmer  case — will,  I  hope,  enable  tne  at 
the  same  time  to  place  this  new  act  of  injustice  in  its  prop- 
er light,  and  to  add  force  to  the  representations  already 
made  by  the  legation  against  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
colonial  agents  in  the  other  case  also. 


Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  State;  dated  September  22,  1834. 

8ia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  note 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  in  your  despatch  No. 
54,  I  addressed,  on  the  22d  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerston, 
respecting  the  claim  or  the  owner*  of  slaves  shipwrecked 
in  Pish  Key,  Ahaco,  in  the  brig  "Enconium,"  in  Febru- 
ary last.  You  will  perceive  that  I  have  availed  myself  of 
tho  occasion  again  to  remonstrate  against  the  delay  ai  tend- 
ing our  former  representations  in  the  analogous  case  of  the 
brig  "  Comet,"  which,  I  hope,  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  two  claims  together  under  the  notice  of  the 
British  Government,  and  hasten  its  final  action  upon  them. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmtrtton. 

The  undersigned,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  so  recently  taken  occasion,  in  his  note 
dated  the  1st  ultimo,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
honorable  Lord  Viscount  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretary  of  8t*te  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  yet  unan- 
swered representations  of  his  predecessors  nnd  himself  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  1830, 
on  the  island  of  Abaco,  in  the  brig  "Comet,"  and  forcibly 
detained  by  the  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  it  is  with  re- 
luctance that  he  now  enters  upon  the  performance  of  a 
duty  assigned  to  him  by  instructions  received  a  few  days 
ago  from  his  Government,  to  make  this  long  pending 
claim  the  subject  of  a  fresh  appeal  to  thst  of  his  Bratannic 
Majesty.  He  is  instructed  to  say  that  the  President,  im- 
pressed from  the  first  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  jnstice  of 
the  demand  pat  forth  by  the  claimants,  has  seen,  with  much 
regret,  and  with  some  surprise,  the  long  delay  which  has  nl- 
resdy  attended  the  application  made,  and  to  often  repeated, 
under  his  direction  ;  and  to  state  further  that  that  regret  is 
greatly  Increased  by  the  occurrence  of  another  ship- 
attended  with  analogous  circumstances,  which, 
having  been  followed  by  a  similar  interference  on  the  part 
of  tho  colonial  authorities,  has  given  rise  to  a  claim  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  character. 

It  will  perhaps  be  in  the  recollection  of  Lord  Palmerston 
that,  in  a  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  him  on 
the  4th  April,  1833,  respecting  tho  case  of  the  "Comet," 
among  the  considerations  which  made  it  desirable  that  an 
early  decision  should  be  given  in  that  case,  the  undersigned 
adverted  to  the  probability  that,  ao  long  as  the  authorities 
of  the  Bahamas  should  be  allowed  to  believe  that  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  res- 
soning  upon  which  tbey  endeavored  to  justify  their  conduct 
towards  the  passengers  of  the  "  Comet,"  other  cases  might 
arise  which  would  make  it  the  unpleasant  duty  of  the 
American  Government  to  address  itself  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  redress  of  similar  grievances. 

The  apprehensions  at  that  lime  entertained  have  unfor- 


tunately been  realised  by  an  occurrence,  the  particulars  of 
which  the  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  Lord 
Palmerston,  together  with  the  enclosed  paper*,  which  will 
serve  to  substantiate  them. 

The  most  material  of  these  is  the  protest  entered  before 
tbe  American  conaul  at  the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island 
of  New  Providence,  by  the  master  and  part  of  the  crew 
and  passengers  of  the  shipwrecked  vessel,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  on  tbe  2d  of  February  last,  the  American 
brig  "  Encomium,"  Paschal  Sheffield  master,  sailed  from 
Charleston,  in  the  8tale  of  South  Carolina,  bound  to  New 
Orleans,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise,  and  having  on  board, 
among  other  passengers,  forty-five  slaves  of  both  sexes  and 
various  ages,  all  natives  of  the  United  States,  snd  the  prop- 
erty of  American  citizens,  three  of  whom  were  likewise 
passengers  on  board  of  the  "  Encomium."    Lord  Palmer* 
ston  is  already  aware  that,  although  the  United  Ststes,  with 
a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  African  slave  trade,  pro- 
hibit, under  the  severest  penalties,  tbe  introduction  of 
slaves  from  foreign  psrts  into  the  territories  of  the  Union, 
they  yet  permit  the  free  transfer  of  colored  persona  born 
and  held  in  servitude  in  the  country,  from  one  section  of 
it  to  another;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  cats 
daily  occurs  of  owners  of  that  species  of  properly  travelling 
with  their  servants  through  the  diflerent  States,  or,  with  a 
view  to  the  formation  of  agricultuial  establishments,  remo- 
ving their  slaves,  by  land  or  by  sea,  from  one  8tate  to  tbe 
other  where  slavery  continues  to  e»iat  under  their  respec- 
tive laws.    It  was,  therefore,  under  every  legal  sanction 
that  the  slaves  in  question  were  placed  by  their  owners  on 
board  of  tbe  "Encomium,"  and  that  tbe  vessel,  having  re- 
ceived her  regular  clearance  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  sail- 
ed on  a  voyage  recognised  a*  lawful  in  every  respect  by  tbe 
existing  navigation  lawa  of  tbe  United  8tatea>    On  tbe 
night  of  the  4lh  February,  while  tracking  her  way  along 
the  dangerous  shoals  wbich  line  the  coasts  of  the  island  of 
Abaco,  she  was  driven  by  adverse  currents  upon  a  reef, 
where  she  struck,  and  soon  became  a  complete  wreck. 
With  much  difficulty  the  passengers  and  crew  succeeded 
in  landing  on  a  small  island,  called  "  Fish  Key,"  from 
whence  they  were  afterwards  tsken  by  wrecking  vewtels  to 
the  port  of  Nassau,  in  tbe  island  of  New  Providence. 
The  undersigned  beg*  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the 
protest  of  Captain  Sheffield  for  a  detailed  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  tbe  colonial  authorities  of  Nassau,  in  conse- 
quence of  wbich,  as  in  tbe  case  of  the  "  Comet,"  the  ne- 
groes, notwithstanding  the  united  representations  of  their 
owners,  and  of  the  American  consul  residing  there,  M  ere 
forcibly  seized  on  board  of  the  wreckers,  and  taken  entire- 
ly out  of  the  custody  of  their  masters,  who,  by  an  official 
communication,  of  which  Lord  Palmerston  will  find  a  copy 
among  the  enclosed  papers,  addressed  by  direction  of 
the  Lieutonsnt  Governor  to  the  American  consul,  were 
threatened  with  an  ignominious  death  if  tbey  attempted  to 
recover  their  property  and  proceed  to  their  original  desti- 
nation. 


The  perusal  of  the  papers  accompanying  ibis  communi- 
cation will  enable  Lord  Palmerston  to  perceive  the  analogy 
existing  between  this  case  and  that  of  the  "Comet," 
which  has  already  been  ao  fully  laid  before  his  lordship. 
The  leading  circumstance*  being  the  same  in  both,  must 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  equally  just  claim  upon  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  on  the  part  of  the  persons  concerned 
in  the  one  now  under  consideration;  and  appealing,  there- 
fore, in  their  behalf  to  the  same  principles  of  justice,  the 
undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  rea- 
sonings and  arguments  adduced  in  support  of  the  other  claim, 
and  will  merely  offer  for  his  lordship's  consideration  a  few 
additional  remarks,  which  more  particularly  suggest  them- 
selves on  the  present  occasion. 

From  a  letter  addressed  on  the  23d  of  May,  by  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  the  conaul  of  tbe  United  States,  it 
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that,  in  ordering  the  seizure  of  the  slaves  saved 

from  (he  shipwreck  of  the  "  Encomium,"  his  excellency 
acted,  not  in  obedience  to  any  existing  parliamentary  ensct- 
meat  declaring  the  freedom  of  slaves  UnMing  under  such 
circumstances  in  a  Britieh  possession,  but  under  an  opinion, 
which  he  alleges  to  be  to  the  same  effect,  by  two  eminent 
English  jurist*.    The  consul  having  obtained  a  copy  of 
the  opinion  referred  to,  an  extract  from  it  will  be  found 
among  the  papers  which  the  undersigned  has  tho  honor  to 
submit  for  Lord  Pslmerston**  perusal.    Tboogh  not  specif- 
ically adduced  in  support  of  tbe  seizure  in  the  case  of  the 
"  Comet,"  tbe  same  opinion  having  been  alluded  to  by  the 
agent  of  the  claimants,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  note  of  the 
35th  February,  1832,  took  occasion  to  demonstrate  the  in- 
applicability of  that  opinion  to  the  case  then  under  consid- 
eration, by  ahwing  that  it  bad  been  elicited  by  circumstances 
bearing  not  tbe  slightest  analogy  to  those  under  which  that 
case  had  arisen.    The  conclusive  arguments  brought  for- 
ward  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  might  have  rendered  a  bare  refer- 
ence to  them  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  this  communi- 
cation, had  not  tbe  express  avowal  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Bahamas  that  the  opinion  referred  to  formed 
the  sole  ground  of  his  refusal  to  restore  the  slave*  rescued 
from  tbe  wreck  of  tbe  "  Encomium"  to  the  possesion  of 
their  masters,  imparted  to  that  opinion,  in  the  present  case, 
an  importance  which  the  undersigned  deems  sufficient  to  j 
justify  him  in  entering  more  at  large  into  an  examination 
of  the  circumstance*  under  wbich  it  was  given  and  of  the 
principle*  which  are  set  forth  in  it. 

It  appears  that,  in  tbe  year  1818,  a  Portuguese  ship  en- 
gaged in  the  African  slave  trade,  then  permitted  by  tbe 
laws  of  Portugal,  while  on  ber  voyage  from  Mozambique 
to  Brazil,  with  a  cargo  of  slaves,  put  in  for  supplies  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  was  afterwards  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  that  colony.  Doobte  having  arisen  in  consequence 
of  it,  under  the  existing  laws  of  Great  Britain  prohibiting 
the  traffic  in  slaves  by  British  subjects,  as  to  the  conduct 
which  it  would  be  proper  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  pur- 
sue in  such  a  case,  tbe  law  officers  of  the  Crown  were 
called  upon  for  their  opinion  on  tbe  following  points : 

1 .  Whether,  under  the  circumstance*  stated,  the  supplies 
or  relief  asked  for  by  the  Portuguese  vessel  could  have  been 
legally  tiff  >rded  by  the  colonial  authorities. 

3.  Whether  a  cargo  of  Africans,  abandoned  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  the  vessel  on  tbe  coast  of  a  British 
settlement,  were  to  be  considered  aa  African*  illegally  im- 
ported, or  considered  as  free  person*. 

8.  Whether  Africans,  cast  by  shipwreck  on  the  coast 
of  a  British  colony,  were  to  be  considered  aa  slaves  illegally 
imported,  or  as  free  persons ;  and  whether  the  authorities 
of  such  colony  had  tbe  power  to  restore  such  Africans  to 
their  original  owners  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves,  either  in  the 
colony  or  in  a  foreign  country. 

The  answer  of  the  Crown  lawyers  to  tho  first  query  was, 
that  the  granting  of  the  required  supplies  would  have  been 
a  violation  of  the  provision  in  the  act  wbich  prohibits 
British  subject*  from  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  removal 
of  persona  to  be  dealt  with  aa  slaves.  But,  under  another 
clause,  making  an  exception  in  cases  of  distress  from  weather, 
the  perils  of  the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accidents,  they  are  of 
opinion  that,  where  msi-t  ince  or  relief  is  required  in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  distressed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  slaves, 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  afforded. 

Under  tbe  second  head,  their  opinion  is,  that  slaves 
abandoned,  as  stated,  are  to  bo  considered  and  treated  a* 
free  person*  on  their  landing  in  the  colony. 

If  cast  by  shipwreck,  h*  supposed  in  the  third  query,  the 
Africans  are,  according  to  the  view  of  tho  legal  advisers  of 
tbe  Crown,  to  be  treated  as  free  persons,  as  in  the  case  tm- 
preceding 


tbe  substsnc*,  is,  that  it  contemplates  only  I  he  "slavo 
trade" — the  African  alave  trade — that  is,  the  practice  then 
ssnctioned  by  the  laws  of  Portugal,  and  formerly  by  those 
of  Great  Britain  also,  of  carrying  away  from  the  coast  of 
Africa  persons  born  to  freedom  in  that  country,  but  sold 
for  (he  purpose  of  being  reduced  to  perpetual  servitude  in 


The  first  idea  that  unavoidably  suggests  itself,  on  perusal 
of  the  document  of  which  the  above  is  believed  to  convey 


The  occasion  which  called  for  it  arose  from  doubts  as  to 
the  operation  of  certain  British  statutes,  passed  expressly 
for  the  abolition  of  that  practice  by  British  subjects.  Those 
doubts  had  grown  out  of  the  accidental  landing  of  a  cargo 
of  natives  of  Africa  upon  the  coast  of  a  neighboring  British 
settlement.  The  questions  propounded  make  exclusive  use 
of  the  term  "Africans:"  tbe  same  language  is  sdopted  by 
the  Crown  lawyers  in  their  solution  of  those  questions ;  and, 
throughout,  the  document,  in  letter  as  in  spirit,  bears  in- 
controvertible proof  that  those  who  framed,  as  well  as  those 
who  called  for  it,  had  no  case  in  contemplation  but  such 
as,  like  the  one  then  before  them,  might  grow  out  of  the 
removal  of  native  African*  from  their  own  country  to  bo 
sold  to  slavery  in  foreign  parts.  Can  it,  therefore,  be  else 
than  a  matter  of  surprise  that,  with  all  this  evidence  be- 
fore them,  the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Hahamaa  should 
have  so  construed  the  purpose  and  language  of  that  docu- 
ment as  not  only  to  apply  the  doctrines  it  sets  up  to  a  rase 
so  dissimilar  as  that  of  the  shipwreck  of  tbe  "  Encomium," 
but  to  apply  them  without  the  redeeming  feature  in  it, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  might,  foiling  sll 
other  guides  for  their  conduct,  have  justified  them  in  re- 
storing the  slaves  to  their  masters. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  point  out  the  dissimilarity  between 
tho  case  of  the  "  Encomium/'  and  that  of  the  Portuguese 
vessel  which  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  was  intended 
to  meet,  the  undersigned,  with  Lord  Palmcrelon's  permis- 
sion, will  submit  a  parallel  between  the  condition  of  tbe  Afrl- 
can'and  that  of  tbe  American  alave.  Tbe  one,  horn  free,  is 
forcibly  carried  away  and  sold  to  slavery  in  a  foreign  land ; 
the  other,  bom  to  servitude,  does  but  continue  in  a  con- 
dition to  which  hia  ancestors,  for  generations  before  him, 
had  been  reduced  under  a  peculiar  social  organization.  The 
one,  by  forcible  abduction,  becomes  the  properly  of  a  mas- 
ter, who  bold*  him  aa  merchandise,  until  he  can  dispose  of 
him  with  profit ;  the  other,  under  a  title  originally  derived 
fiom  British  laws,  continues  in  the  service  of  a  master 
|  bound  to  protect  him;  and,  though  transferable  to  another, 
I  under  proper  legal  restrictions,  he  does  not  become  an  ob- 
ject of  traffic  or  expatriation.    The  former  is  exposed  to 
!  arbitrary  treatment  from  tbe  slave-dealer,  who  has  but  a 
temporary  interest  in  hie  welfare ;  while  the  latter,  tike  the 
I  free  member  of  the  Bute,  is  under  the  safeguard  of  laws, 
framed  for  the  security  of  his  person,  and  for  the  restriction 
of  the  power  of  bis  master  over  him.    And,  finally,  in  cir- 
'  cumstances  like  that  which  ha*  given  rise  to  this  repre- 
I  sentation,  while  the  African  ia  proceeding  in  the  slave-frhip 
from  a  land  of  freedom  to  what  is  to  prove  to  him  one  of 
perpetual  bondage,  the  American  stave,  under  laws  enact- 
ed by  hia  country,  and  recognised  by  all  civilized  nations, 
is  following  the  fortunes  of  his  master,  a  passenger  in  the 
same  ship  with  him,  and  merely  removing  for  the  advan- 
tage of  both,  probably— but  certainly  not  for  any  purpose 
likely  to  aggravate  the  condition  of  the  slave— from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another,  where  he  is  secure  of  the 
same  protection. 

But  even  admitting,  notwithstanding  this  wide  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  eases,  that  the  legal  opinion  upon 
which  tbe  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Babamaa  pmftssea 
to  have  acted  is  at  all  applicable  to  that  of  the"  Encomium," 
the  undersigned  thinks  that  he  can  perceive  in  that  docu- 
ment an  allegation  under  which,  had  the  authorities  of  the 
Bahamas  been  actuated  by  any  share  of  the  disposition  to 
do  justice  wbich  the  undersigned  believes  to  be  entertained 
by  his  Msjosty's  Government  towards  that  of  the  United 
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Bute*,  might  have  lad  la  an  adjustment  of  the  subject  which 
would  have  rendered  thia  representation  unnecessary.  In 
their  answer  to  the  first  query,  the  author*  of  the  opinion 
have  the  following  paragraph : 

"The  slave-trade  acta,  however,  have  introduced  ex- 
ception* to  this  general  prohibition  in  case*  of  absolute  dis- 
tress, and  provide  that  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  *hajl  be  in- 
curred by  any  landing,  importing,  tranahipping,  or  carrying 
of  any  slaves,  where  it  shall  b*  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  court  that  the  prohibited  act  entirely  arose  from  atreaa 
of  weather,  peril  of  the  tea,  or  other  inevitable  accident ; 
the  burden  of  which  proof  ahall,  in  all  cases,  he  on  the 
claimant  or  defendant. "  "  On  thia  authority  we  think  that 
when  aaeistance  or  relief  ta  required  at  the  Cape,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  distressed  state  of  the  crew  or  of  the  alavea, 
it  may  and  ought  to  be  afforded:  but  the  eitent  of  such  re- 
lief and  assistance  ahoold  br  measure!  and  limited  by  the 
necessity  and  urgency  of  the  case." 

Upon  thia  clauae  the  undersigned  might,  perhaps,  under 
his  assumption  that  the  document  ia  susceptible  oi  being 
made  applicable  to  the  case,  aafely  rest  the  title  of  the 
claimant*  to  redrew.  After  being  deprived  by  shipwreck  of 
nil  they  had  but  the  persons  of  their  sieves,  the  claimant*, 
under  circumstance*  of  *•  absolute  distress,"  and  counting 
upon  that  hospitality  which  in  all  other  civilized  parts  of 
the  globe  await*  persona  in  their  situation,  apply  at  the 
Bahama*  for  the  mean*  of  satisfying  the  most  pressing 
want*  ol  nature  and  for  a  abip  to  carry  them  home.  The 
undesigned  feels  that  Lord  Palmersion  will  think,  with 
him,  that  no  circumstances  of  "atreaa  of  weather,  peril  of 
the  sea,  or  other  inevitable  accident,"  could  have  given  to 
the  applicant*  a  more  undoubted  claim  upon  the  authorities 
of  the  Bahamas  f>r  the  assistance,  and  relief  which,  in  such 
cases,  the  Crown  lawyer*  themselves  think  may  and  ought 
to  be  afforded.  The  refusal  of  that  assistance  ia  a  circoro- 
atance  which  the  undersigned  ia  unable  to  reconcile  with 
hi*  idea  of  the  kind  of  reception  which  a  atanger  in  distress 
baa,  in  the  present  enlightened  and  philanthropic  epirit  of 
the  age,  a  right  to  eipect  at  the  hands  of  any  Power  on 
wlione  aborts  misfortune  may  have  thrown  him,  or  with 
the  character  of  the  relation*  which  it  ia  the  wish  of  the 
United  State*  to  aee  firmly  established  between  the  two 
countries.  The  seizure  of  their  property,  instead  of  it,  i» 
a  proceeding  which  the  undersigned  thinks  equally  irre- 
concilable with  the  ordinary  principle*  of  common  justice. 

The  legal  opinion  alluded  to  was  given  in  1818,  before 
the  passing  of  the  statute  of  6  Geo.  IV,  chap.  118,  "to 
amend  and  consolidate  the  lawe  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
the  alave  trade,"  some  of  the  provision*  of  which  it  may  be 
proper  for  the  undersigned  to  notice  in  thia  place,  under  a 
belief  that  they  confirm  hi*  view  of  the  total  inapplicability 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  to  the  case  under 
consideration,  and  that  a  reference  to  tbem  cannot  fail  to 
aatiafy  Lord  Palmerston  that,  repealing,  aa  they  do,  all 
former  acta  relating  to  the  slave  trade,  and  laying  down 
principles  totally  at  variance  with  tho#e  upon  which  the 
colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahama*  assume  to  have  acted, 
they  leave  those  officers  entirely  unsupported  by  any  legal 
authority  in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  case  of  the 
"  Encomium,"  and  the  proceedings  founded  upon  them. 

The  first  auction  of  the  act,  after  declaring  ita  object  to 
be  the  amendment  and  consolidation  of  the  various  enact- 
ments relating  to  the  alave  trade,  a  term  which  it  is  be- 
lieved no  one  will  think  of  applying  to  any  trade  but  the 
prohibited  traffic  in  African  alavea,  proceed*  to  "  repeal 
all  act*  and  enactment*  relating  to  the  alave  trade  and  the 
abolition  thereof,  and  the  exportation  and  importation  of 
slaves ;"  and  the  two  following  taction*  make  it  penal  for 
any  person  to  "  deal"  or  "  trade"  in  alavea,  to  "  carry 
away  or  remove"  them,  to  "import,"  to  "ship  tbem  for 
the  purpose  of  being  imported,"  and  to  do  all  other  act*  ne- 


but  in  none  of  those  sections  are  there  any  expressions  to 
authorise  the  inference  that,  in  framing  the  aet,  the  Legis- 
lature intended  to  provide  for  cases  Hke  that  whirh  forms 
the  subject  of  thia  communication.  In  order  to  arrive  at 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a  legislative  enactment,  no 
better  auxiliary  can  be  employe*!  than  a  reference  to  the 
main  object  proposed  to  be  attained  by  ita  framer*.  What 
was  that  object,  as  it  preeenta  itself  to  view  in  every  clause 
of  the  act?  The  suppression  and  total  abolition  of  the 
traffic  in  African  alavea.  The  9th  eeetion  assimilates  that 
traffic  to  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  attaches  to  it  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law.  The  fiftd  and  following  recite  the 
treaties  concluded  for  the  same  object  between  bis  Britannic 
Majesty  and  hie  allies,  and  provide  the  means  of  carrying 
tbem  into  effect.  But  in  no  part  of  the  aet  is  any  thing  to 
be  fonnd  looking  to  the  caae  of  slaves  belonging  to  the  citi- 
xen*  of  a  friendly  Power,  accidentally  cast  upon  the  shore* 
of  a  British  aettlement  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  voy- 
age ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  2 1  at  section  expressly  en- 
acts that  nothing  in  the  act  contained  "  ahall  prevent  the 
transhipping,  and  assisting  nt  sea,  any  slave  or  slave* 
which  shall  be  in  any  ship  or  vessel  in  distress." 

With  this  implied  if  not  express  warrant  to  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Bahamas  to  grant  to  persons  situated  aawera 
the  passenger*  of  the  "  Encomium,"  that  assistance  which 
they  came  to  seek  at  Nassau,  because  H  was  nowhere  else  to 
be  found,  it  it  difficult  for  the  undersigned  to  conceive  by 
what  reasoning  those  authorities  could  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  they  were  bound  to  interfere  In  any  other  wsy, 
aware  as  they  must  bare  been  that  the  voyage  of  that  ves- 
sel was  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
when  they  found,  in  the  act  referred  to,  provisions  ex- 
pressly authorizing,  in  those  part*  of  the  British  empire 
where  slavery  existed  at  the  time,  the  purchase  and  sate  of 
slaves  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  the  same 
colony ;  their  transfer  coastwise  from  one  part  to  another  of 
the  same  colony,  and  even  their  removal  from  one  island  to 
another  in  the  same  colonial  government ;  their  employ- 
ment in  navigation  and  fishery ;  and,  when  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  domestics,  their  personal  attendance  on  their 
mn«ters,  wherever  these  might  choose  to  carry  them. 

The  undersigned  is  not  without  hopes  that,  in  the  fore- 
going remarks,  he  will  be  found  to  have  stated  to  the 
faction  of  Lord  Palmerston  the  grounds  on  which  it 
safely  be  assumed  that,  whether  appealing  to  the  opii 
of  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown,  in  the  case  of  the  Port- 
uguese slaver  wrecked  at  the  ('ape  of  Hood  Hope,  or  in- 
voking Ihe  provisions  of  British  legislative  enactments, 
the  colonial  authorities  of  the  Bahamas,  in  refusing  to  re- 
store the  slaves  who  were  passenger*  in  the  "  Encomium" 
to  their  rightful  owners,  have  acted  in  a  manner  not  au- 
thorised by  any  public  act  intended  for  their  governance 
in  such  cases. 

Upon  this  expectation  the  undesigned  might,  perhaps, 
confidently  rely  for  ultimate  juatiee  to  the  claimants;  there 
are,  however,  considerations  of  a  more  general  character, 
which  occupy  so  prominent  a  place  in  the  view  taken  of 
the  subject  by  his  Government  and  himself,  that  he  is  com- 
pelled to  add  a  few  more  observations  to  this  communica- 
tion, which  be  regrets  hns  already  been  so  much  extended. 
To  some  of  those  considerations  he  has  before  alluded,  in 
bis  note  respecting  the  case  of  the  "  Comet."  They  have 
their  origin  in  the  relatione  of  good  neighborhood,  which 
it  ia  so  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  two  nations  to  main- 
tain and  improve ;  but  which  cannot  be  successfully  colti- 
vsted  ao  long  aa  the  aubordinate  agents  of  hie  Majesty's 
Government,  pi  seed  in  authority  at  stations  contiguous  to 
the  territory  of  the  United  8 tales,  ahall  conduct  themselves 
towards  American  citizens  in  a  manner  so  little  in  accord* 
a  nee  with  the  friendly  senti 
relations  can  be  sustained. 
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ings  in  the  case  of  the  "Encomium"  have  produced  a 
deep  sensation  throughout  the  United  States ;  but  .es- 
pecially in  the  .South,  where  the  existence  of  a  large  slave 
population  ha*  rendered  the  people  mure  aenailively  alive 
to  every  occurrence  that  may  tend  to  disturb  the  relations 
existing  there  between  master  and  slave.  By  the  citizens 
of  that  portion  df  the  Union,  the  late  transaction  at  Nassau 
is  looked  upon  a*  a  direct  interference  with  their  right*  of 
property—with  right*  which  had  their  origin  under  British 
rule,  and  have,  since  the  «c|m ration  of  the  two  countries, 
been  guarantied  to  them  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales. 
Looking  again  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  they  furnish  abundant  cause  for  the  diss*tin- 
faction  they  havo  produced.  The  slave*  were  atill  in  the 
quiet  possesion  nod  under  the  entire  control  of  their  mas- 
ters,  wbiut  sole  desire  was  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed  with  them  to  their  destination,  when  they  were  i 
forcibly  seized  and  landed  by  the  same  persons  who  after-  i 
wards  availed  themselves  of  their  own  illegal  act  as  a  pre- 
text for  finally  depriving  the  owners  of  their  property.  No 
application,  either  on  the  part  of  the  slaves  for  their  libera- 
tion,  or  on  that  of  the  master*  for  aid  in  enforcing  their 
authority  as  such,  appears  to  ha\e  been  odd  reuse*  I  to  the 
colonial  authorities.  Their  interference  was  wholly  grat- 
uitous and  uncalled  for,  and  can  in  no  possible  view  of 
the  case  bo  considered  as  characteristic  of  anv  deuirc  on 


the  pert  of  those  officers  to  respect  the  rights  of  foreigners 
whom  misfortune  has  placed  in  their  power ;  particularly 
when  it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  second  time  that  the 
same  cause  of  complaint  has,  from  their  illegal  acts,  arisen 
in  that  qnarter.  Citizen*  of  the  United  Btate*  conveving 
their  property  by  sea  from  one  pert  of  the  Union  to  anoth- 
er, under  authority  of  the  lawe  of  their  country,  have 
been  taught  to  bolievejthai,  if  shipwreck  or  other  calamity 
should  compel  them  to  «eek  an  asylum  in  the  ports  of  his 
Majesty*  possessions,  they  might  count  with  certainty  up- 
on that  hospitality  for  themselves,  ami  that  protection  for 
whatever  else,  msy  have  been  spared  by  the  disasters  of  the 
sea,  which  the  laws  of  all  civilized  com  muni  tic*  accord  to 
nn  s  fortune  in  such  cases ;  and  the  risks  of  that  mode  of 
conveyance  have  accordingly  been  calculated  with  a  full 
reliance  upon  th*  permanency  of  the  seme  just  and  benev- 
olent policy.  But  it  will  readily  occur  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  that  if,  upon  erroneous  pretences,  the  depositaries  of 
power  are  to  take  upon  themselves  to  declare  the  forfeiture 


of  property  thus  unfortunately  thrown  in  their  hands, 
without  previous  warning  of  their  intentions,  immense 
losses  will  be  sustained  before  the  mode  of  conveyance  re- 
fer rrcil  to  can  be  changed,  or  the  risks  attending  it  so  cal- 
culated a*  to  afford  to  the  owners  of  property  embarked  in 
it  the  benefit  of  the  ordinary  security  afforded  by  commer- 
cial insurance  and  usage. 

The  United  States  cannot  but  feel  with  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  upon  all  rahjects  connected  with  the  final 
annihilation  of  the  inhuman  traffic  in  slaves,  and  are  ever 
am  bus  to  mitigate,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  the 
evil*  of  slavery,  where  that  feature  exists  in  their  social  or- 
ganization ;  but,  in  whatever  they  hare  done  towards  the 
attainment  of  those  objects,  they  have,  with  sedulous  care, 
endeavored  to  respect  and  even  to  protect  the  rights  of 
others  agaiust  any  injury  that  might  accrue  from  the  op- 
eration of  their  laws  in  relation  to  the  subject;  and,  in 
proof  of  this,  a  case  is  now  on  record  in  which  British 
slaves,  owned  in  the  very  port  of  Nassau,  and  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  on  being  saved  from  shipwreck, 
have,  notwithstanding  the  existing  law*  prohibiting  the 
landing  of  that  description  of  person*  in  th*  country,  been 
received  and  landed  over  to  hi*  Majesty'*  consul  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  to  their  British 
man  ters. 

The  undersigned  having,  in  the  preceding  remark*, 

hi*  Govern ment  has  taken  of 


the  particular  case  under  consideration,  in  it*  various 
bearings,  ha*  now  but  to  perform  the  lest  branch  of  the 
duty  which  has  been  assigned  to  him.  All  other  meau* 
of  redre**  having  failed,  the  claimant*  have  appealed  to 
the  President  for  his  ofHciul  interposition  in  their  behalf 
near  tho  Government  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  it  is 
in  consequence  of  the  promise  given  them  that  that  inter- 
position should  lie  promptly  and  earnestly  afforded,  that 
the  undersigned  has  been  especially  instructed  to  lose  no 
time  in  laying  the  case  before  Lord  Palmerston,  and  to 
request  that  it  may,  with  as  little  delay  a*  possible,  bo 
taken  into  hi*  lordship'*  favorable  consideration.  He  is, 
moreover,  commissioned  to  express  tho  confident  hope  en- 
tertained by  the  President  that,  after  fully  weighing  all  the 
circumstance*  attending  it,  hi*  Majesty**  Government  will 
perceive  that  full  indemnity  to  the  claimants,  both  in  tho 
case  now  particularly  alluded  to,  and  in  that  of  the  per- 
sons shipwrecked  in  the  "  Comet,"  which  has  repeatedly 
formed  the  subject  of  former  representation*,  is  due  to 
justice  a*  well  as  to  the  character  of  the  relations  now  ex- 
isting between  the  United  8tal*»  and  Great  Britain,  from 
which  it  is  his  desire  that  all  causes  that  may,  by  any  pos^ 
■ibility,  tend  to  impair  them,  should  be  speedily  and  radi- 
cally removed.  TLe  undersigned  thinks  that  he  has  said 
enough  in  this  note  and  in  his  former  communications  on 
the  subject  of  these  claim*,  to  impress  Lord  Palmerston 
with  a  sense  of  the  importance  that  no  delay  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  avoided,  should  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
a  speedy  adjustment  of  them.  Under  that  impression, 
and  presuming  that  such  an  adjustment  will  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  similar  causes  of  complaint,  be  does  not  think 
it  necessary  to  lay  any  particular  stress  on  the  request 
which  he  is  likewise  instructed  to  ley  before  his  Majesty'* 
Government,  that  suitable  measures  may,  a*  soon  a*  prac- 
ticable, be  adopted,  to  cause  the  just  right*  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  State*  to  be  respected  in  future  by  the  au- 
thorities of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  should  they  again  be 
placed  in  their  power  by  misfortune  or  unavoidable  accident. 

The  undersigned  ha*  the  honor,  on  this  occasion,  to 
offer  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  most 
distinguished  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Oib  CiTEHDisH  St.,  September  20,  1834. 

Kxtnut  of  a  drspatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fortyth, 
dated  January  14,  1835. 

I  had,  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, an  interview,  which  I  had  sought  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  his  attention  more  forcibly  than  I  had  before  done, 
to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  slave*  shipwrecked  in  the  Ba 
ham**  in  the  years  1830  and  1834.  After  briefly  laying  be- 
•bro  him  the  leading  circumstances  of  tho  cai*e,  I  endeavored 
to  impress  him  with  a  sense  ol  the  importance  attached  by  the 
President  to  its  early  adju«lment,  on  the  ground  of  common 
justice  to  the  claimant*  themselves,  ami  on  account  of  the 
state  of  feeling  which  the  circumstance  bad  pro- 
the  slave-holding  population  of  the  United 
State*.  I  ail  verted  to  the  dilatory  course  hitherto  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  claim,  especially  by  the  law  department, 
and  ex  prosed  my  apprehension  that  the  feelings  which  had 
been  awakened  by  the  ducussion  and  paesege  of  the 
cipation  act  had  been  allowed  to  exercise  upon  the 
of  those  who  had  been  charged  to  investigate  the  merits  of 
tho  claim,  an  influence  which  bad  prejudiced  the  ju*t  right* 
of  the  parties  interested.  The  duke  said  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  I  had  before  stated  to  him  on  the  subject, 
he  had  already  given  directions  that  the  paper*  relating  (o 
it  »h<>ukl  be  collected  and  laid  before  him ;  that  this  had 
not  yet  been  done ;  but  that  I  might  rest  assured  that  he 
would  attend  to  it  without  delay  ;  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  tnerita  of  the  question,  and  the  stage  to  which  th* 
of  it  had  been  carried  ;  that,  if  ripe  for  a  de- 
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ci«ion,  he  would  lose  no  time  in  making  It  known  to  mo; 
and  if  not,  that  he  would  accelerate  it,  and  eoe  that  no  de- 
lay that  could  possibly  be  avoided  should  be  allowed  to  put 
off  the  final  adjustment  of  the  matter.  The  earnest  tone 
in  which  theae  promise*  were  given,  and  the 
punctuality  which  characterize  the  duke's 
lead  me  to  hope  that  the  termination  of  this 
negotiation  is  not  far  remote. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
dated  January  8»,  IT 


I  have  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  additional  assurances 
that  our  claims  in  relation  to  the  shipwrecked  slaves  are 
under  consideration,  and  have  already  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  between  him  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  colonial 
secretary. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Forty th,  dated 
March  14,  1835. 
I  took  a  late  occasion  to  remind  the  Doke  of  Wellington 
of  hie  promise  of  an  early  decision  upon  our  claim  respect- 
ing the  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  D  aha  mas.  He  said  that 
thu  subject  was  now  at  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  was  only 
waiting  for  8ir  Robert  Peel  to  be  somewhat  relieved  from 
the  great  pressure  of  his  parliamentary  duties,  to  summon 
him  snd  the  colonial  secretary  to  a  serious  and  final  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  claim  ;  aud  that  I  might  depend 
upon  l>cing  apprized  of  their  decision  upon  it  at  as  early  a 
day  a«  the  peculiar  circumstances  the  Government  are  now 
placed  in  would  permit. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  dated 
May  14,  1835. 
8ia  :  In  the  note  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  addressed 
by  me  on  the  Uih  instant,  to  Lord  Palmerstoo,  respecting 
the  seizure  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  Bermuda,  and  the 
subsequent  liberation  of  the  slaves,  passengers  on  board  the 
brig  "Enterprise,"  I  have  endeavored,  without  going  again 
into  the  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  the  analogous  cases  of 
the  "Comet"  and  "  Encomium,"  to  impress  the  British 
minister  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  which,  iode|*n- 
dently  of  its  intrinsic  merits,  the  case  derives  from  the  dan- 
ger of  allowing  the  repetition  of  those  occurrences  to  estab- 
lish a  practice  which  we  never  can  sanction.  My  aim  lias 
been  to  impart  to  my  representstion  as  much  strength  as 
the  case  admitted,  without  making  use  of  language  that 
could  produce  any  thing  like  irritation. 

Mr.  Vail  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  undersigned,  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  Slates  of  Amcrics,  acting  under  special 
instructions  recently  received  from  his  Government,  again 
baa  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  honorable 
Lord  Viscount  Palmcrstun,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secreta- 
ry of  Stale  for  Foreign  A  flairs,  to  another  illegal  seizure  of 
slaves,  passengers  in  au  American  vessel  driven  by  stress 
of  weather  within  British  jurisdiction,  which  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  undersigned  to  address  to  hie  Majesty Govern- 
ment another  such  representation  as  those  which  have  so 
long  been  before  it,  the  subject  of  yet  unanswered  though 
repeated  and  earnest  appeals  to  its  justice. 

The  particulars  of  the  present  rase  are  briefly  told  in  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  American  consular  com- 
mercial agent  in  the  Bermudas  to  the  Secretary  of  Bute, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  brig  ••Enterprise,"  Elliott 
Smith  master,  having  on  board,  as  passengers,  seventy -eight 
slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  was, 
while  on  her  voyage  from  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  Charleston,  in  8outh  Carolina,  driven  from 
her  coorsc  by  a  continuance  of  tempestuous  weather,  and 
compelled,  fuf  vranl  of  provisions,  to  put,  in  distress,  into 


the  port  of  Hsmilton,  in  the  Bermuda  Wands;  that,  on  her 
arrival  there,  she  was  seized  by  the  colonial  authorities,  on 
the  pretext  of  her  having  slaves  on  board,  but  subsequently 
released,  and  the  master  told  that  he  might  proceed  on  his 
voyage  after  repairing  damages  and  refitting;  that,  after- 
wards,  however,  wtnie  about  availing  niraieii  01  mis  per- 
mission, he  called  at  the  custom-house  for  Kis  ship's  pajiers, 
the  delivery  of  thein  was  refused  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Governor  of  the  colony,  with  reference  to  the  sls*es,  could 
be  ascertained ;  that,  while  detained  by  this  delay,  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  issued  by  the  obief  justice,  was  served  upon 
him,  requiring  hi*  appearance  before  the  court,  snd  (be 
production  of  the  slaves,  still  remaining  on  board  his  vessel, 
who,  on  disembarking,  were  immediately  tuken  from  his 
custody,  and  proclaimed  free,  for  having  bean  landed  in  • 
colony  where  slavery  had  then  ceased  to  exist. 

The  case,  though" varying  in  soma  of  ita  details  from  those 
of  the  brigs  "Comet"  and  "Encomium,"  already  laid  be- 
fore Lord  Palmcrcton,  involves  the  same  considerations, 
and,  consequently,  gives  rise  to  a  third  claim  of  a  precisely 
similar  character)  It  is  that  of  an  American  vessel  pursu- 
ing a  voyage  recognised  aa  lawful  by  the  legislation  of  the 
United  States  and  by  all  the  principles  of  public  law,  forced, 
by  the  act  of  God,  to  seek,  in  a  British  port,  a  refuge  from 
the  tempest,  relief  from  starvation  for  her  crew  and  paasen- 
gera,  and  that  aid,  protection,  and  hospitality,  winch  the 
code  of  humanity  aa  well  aa  the  immutable  laws  of  justice 
and  the  beat-established  usages  smongst  civilized  nations, 
secure  to  the  distressed  mariner,  and  to  the  property  in  hie 
charge.  It  exhibits  the  same  desire  on  the  part  of  the  roas- 
ter, and  the  name  exertions,  by  retail  ing  the  slave*  under 
his  charge  and  control,  to  prevent  any  act  that,  by  any 
possibility,  might  be  construed  into  an  infraction  of  the 
well-known  laws  and  policy  iu  force  in  the  colony,  which 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  that  description  of  persona;  and 
the  same  gratuitous  and  uncalled  for  interference  on  that  of 
the  local  authorities — first,  in  infringing  those  very  laws  by 
forcibly  seizing  and  landing  the  slave,  when  nothing  ap- 
pears to  show  that  their  safety  rendered  that  step  necessary, 
and  then,  by  availing  themselves  of  their  own  wrong,  to 
declare  the  forfeiture  of  property  thus,  by  uncontrollable 
events,  placed  in  their  power.  The  undersigned  feels  con- 
fident that  such  unwarrantable  proceedings  can  l>e  viewed 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  flagrant  violation  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  regulate  the  intercourse  and  promote  confidence 

He  is  instructed  to  say  that,  by 


the  President  of  the  United  .States,  they  are  looked  upon  as 
an  outrage  committed  by  subordinate  agents  of  the  British 
power  upon  the  rights  and  interests  of  American  citizens, 
calling  for  a  redress  which  be  cannot  but  hope  a  sense  of 
common  justice,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
will  not  allow  them  to  deny,  nor  long  to  withhold. 

The  grounds  upon  which  that  confident  expectation  of 
prompt  reparation  is  founded  haver  already  been  fully  laid 
before  Lord  Falmerston — first,  in  the  note  more  than  three 
years  ago  addressed  to  his  lordship  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then 
minister  of  the  United  State  at  hts  Majesty's  court,  in  the 
case  of  the  brig  "  Comet ;"  and,  subsequently,  in  various 
communications  from  the  undersigned  in  the  same  rase, 
and  that  of  the  "Encomium."  To  the  statements  eud  ar- 
guments presented  on  those  occasions,  but  little  remains 
dial  the  undersigned  thinks  could  now  be  added  with  any 
prospect  of  more  cleerly  aetting  forth  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  wrong  inflicted  upon  the  parties  aggrieved,  or  toe 
legality  of  their  claim.  They  were  then  urged,  less  with 
a  view  of  establishing  the  justice  of  a  demand  which  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales,  confiding  in  the  friendly 
disposition  of  thst  of  Great  Britain,  might  eafely  have  left 
to  Us  owu  merits,  and  to  the  principles  of  right  on  which  it 
rested,  than  of  satisfying  the  technicalities  of  the  law,  and 
of  showing  that,  apart  from  the  indisputable  equity  of  the 
case,  the  claimants,  aud  their  Government  for 
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prepared  to  appeal,  without  fear,  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of 
the  written  code  of  Great  Britain,  the  solemn  decisions  of 
her  courts  of  justice,  and  the  deliberate  opinions  elicited 
from  her  jurists,  when  analogous  points  have  been  brought 
in  question.  It  would  but  serre  to  consume  his  lordship's 
time  to  revert,  in  this  place,  to  those  statements  and  argu- 
ments: urged  as  they  wore  with  all  the  solemnity  which 
express  directions  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
could  impart  to  them,  and  with  all  the  easnestneas  which 
a  deep  conviction  of  their  truth  could  inspire,  they  were 
believed  to  have  a  claim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
his  Majesty's  Government,  which  had  raised  in  the  mind 
of  the  President  an  expectation  that  the  subject  would  long 
ere  this  have  !>eon  adjusted.  The  undersigned  has  had 
too  many  proofs  of  the  disposition  evinced  by  Lord  Palmer- 
stnn  to  remove  from  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
Slate*  and  Great  Britain  all  cause  of  difference  susceptible 
of  affecting  iu  harmonious  character,  to  admit  the  euppo* 
silion  that  the  long  lapse  of  time  which  has  intervened  since 
the  date  of  the  first  communications  of  the  American  lega- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  is  to  be  viewed  as  an 
evidence  of  want  of  attention  to  them  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  or  of  an  under  estimate  of  their  im- 
portance; but  he  is  bound  by  his  instructions  to  say  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  his  Government,  the  delay  has  been  protract- 
ed far  beyond  any  period  thai  could  have  lieen  considered 
necessary  for  the  moat  deliberate  examination,  in  all  their 
bearings,  of  the  different  questions  in  any  event  likely  to 
arise  frcm  those  communications ;  and  to  repeat  that,  aware 
though  the  President  be  of  the  delicate  character  of  some 
of  those  questions,  and  disposed,  in  that  spirit,  to  make 
every  allowance  that  circumstances  appeared  to  suggest,  that 
delay  has  been  to  him  a  cause  of  much  surprise,  and  of  a 
regret  which  he  has  caused  the  undersigned  frankly  to  make 
known  to  and  impress  upon  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned  has,  in  bis  former  communications,  en- 
deavored to  convey  to  Lord  Palmerston  an  understanding 
of  the  importance  which  these  claims  derive  from  their  lia- 
bility to  be  multiplied,  so  long  as  the  delegates  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's power  in  the  colonies  adjacent  to  the  Southern  sec 
lions  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted  to  consider  the 
inaction  of  the  metropolitan  Government  upon  the  cases 
under  consideration  as  sanctioning  their  unjustifiable  pro- 
ceedings. His  desire  that  what  tic  cannot  but  look  upon 
•s  a  delusion  involving  dangerous  consequences,  should,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  cease  to  be  entertained  by  those  au- 
thorities, again  impels  him  to  present  for  the  consideration 
of  bis  lordship  the  fact,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the 
central  parts  of  the  Union  having  taken  a  direction  towards 
the  South,  the  case  daily  occurs  of  owners  of  slaves  remov- 
ing, by  sea,  with  their  families  and  domestics,  and  taking 
a  course  which  unavoidably  carries  them  into  the  waters  of 
the  British  islands  at  the  entrance  of  tho  Mexican  Gulf, 
where,  from  the  dangers  attending  the  navigation  of  those 
seas,  they  arc  exposed  to  such  di-na^lers  ns  those  which 
have  given  rise  to  these  representations.  So  confident  was 
the  undersigned  that  the  case  of  the  "  Comet"  must  speed  - 
By  be  followed  by  others  which  would  but  serve  to  render 
the  subject  still  more  difficult  of  adjustment,  that,  more 
than  two  years  ago,  in  his  note  of  the  4th  April,  1833,  he 
predicted  the  recurrence  of  similar  events,  unless  a  line  of 
conduct  more  accordant  with  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  the  two  countries  were,  without  delay,  prescribed 
to  the  local  authorities  in  his  Majesty's  colonies.  Twice 
has  that  prediction  already  been  verified ;  and  it  is  a  mel- 
ancholy cause  of  regret  to  think  that,  bad  the  reiterated  ef- 
forts made  by  the  undersigned  in  the  note  above  cited,  and 
in  bis  other  communications,  written  and  verbal,  to  Lord 
Palmerston,  been  attended  with  the  effect  which  they  were 
intended  to  produce,  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates 
would  have  t»een  spared  the  unpleasant  doty  of  ordering 
this  another  fresh  appeal  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
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To  another  part  of  the  nolo  above  referred  to,  the  under- 
signed  feels  it  his  duty  again  to  request  Lord  Paimeraton's 
particular  attention.  It  is  that  in  which,  speaking  the  lan- 
guage dictated  to  him  by  his  instructions,  be  adverts  to  the 
impossibility  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
should  ever  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  which  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  colonial  authorities  would  tend  to  establish, 
that  those  authorities  possess  the  power  to  take  from  the 
custody  of  his  master,  and  declare  the  freedom  of  every 
American  slave^  whom  or  circumstances  -!*)«iid 

within  their  reach.  Such  a  doctrine,  fraught,  as  it  would 
be,  with  other  consequences  of  the  most  dangerous  char- 
acter, could  not  fail,  if  allowed  to  grow  into  practice  in 
possessions  within  sight  of  the  coast  of  the  United  Stntes, 
as  are  some  of  the  British  islands  in  that  quarter,  to  gi«e 
rise  to  disputes  and  collisions  between  the  inhabitants  of 
the  opposite  shores,  which  the  Government  of  the  two 
countries  would  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  amica- 
ble relations  which  it  is  their  desire,  not  lees  than  their  in- 
terest, to  cultivate  and  improve. 

The  undersigned  hus  it  in  command  to  apprize  Lord 
Palmerston  that  tho  excitement  created  among  the  people  of 
the  slave-holding  members  of  the  Union,  in  consequence  of 
the  second  seizure  of  their  property  in  the  case  of  the  "  En- 
comium," has  been  revived  on  the  occasion  which  more 
particulaily  calls  for  this  communication.  His  lordship  is 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  degree  of  influence  which, 
in  the  United  States,  the  popular  sentiment  must  ever  ex- 
ercise over  the  actions  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs,  to  understand  that,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  that  excitement  is  the  result  of  legiti- 
mate onuses,  the  President  has  additional  motives  to  feel  it 
is  his  bounden  duty  to  ask,  in  behalf  of  his  appeal  for  tho 
redress  of  a  manifest  mid  indisputable  wrong,  the  immedi- 
ate action  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Lord  Palmerston 
has,  in  the  former  communications  of  this  legation,  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  reparation  expected 
by  the  parlies  aggrieved,  and  called  for  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case.  It  but  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  say 
that  the  American  Government,  disappointed  by  the  delay 
which  has  hitherto-  occurred  in  advancing  towards  an  ad- 
justment of  this  unpleasant  and  exciting  subject  of  differ- 
enoe,  will  henceforth  expect  to  find  an  evidence  of  the  ex- 
tent and  sincerity  of  the  desire  entertained  by  that  of  Greet 
Britain  to  suppress  all  motives  of  irritation  between  the 
two  countries,  in  the  promptitude  with  which  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  taking  this  new  appeal  into  their  favorable  con- 
sideration, will  exert  themselves  to  conduct  the  subject  of 
it  to  that  final  and  satisfactory  termination  which,  alone, 
the  President  can  allow  himseif  to  look  for  from  the  en- 
lightened justice  of  the  British  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
tender  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  renewed  assurance  of  bis 
hinheat  consideration.  A.  VAIL. 

13  Old  Cavbkbish  St.,  May  11,  1835. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fonyth,  dated 
Ntmtmbtr  6,  1835. 
Sib  :  While  the  members  of  this  Government  were  so 
exclusively  cngnged  as  they  have  been  for  some  lime  past 
by  engrossing  topics  growing  out  of  the  domestic  concerns 
of  the  country,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  make  any  particular 
exertion  to  urge  an  answer  to  our  claims  arising  from  the 
seizure  and  liberation  of  slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  British 
possessions  near  our  shores;  never  forgetting,  however, 
that  I  was  required  by  my  instructions  not  to  allow  the 
subject  to  be  lost  sight  of.  Believing  that  i  might  now 
venture  upon  a  reminder  of  our  applications,  I  obtained,  a 
few  day*  ago,  from  Lord  Palmerston,  au  interview,  at 
which  1  began  by  remarking  upon  tho  length  of  lime  which 
had  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  first  of  those  applications. 
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the  frequent  renewal*  of  them,  the  nearly  ss  frequent  prom- 
ises of  in  answer,  not  yet  fulfilled,  and  the  importance  at- 
tached by  my  Government,  indcpendrntly  of  the  individual 
interests  involved,  to  the  settlement  of  the  question*  winch 
had  grown  out  of  the  circumstance*  attending  those  claims. 
I  stated  that  my  standing  instructions  nude  it  for  me  an 
imperative  duty  again  to  bring  the  subject  forward  and  re- 
commend it  to  the  early  and  earnest  consideration  of  bis 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  I  inquired  whether  any  prog- 
ress had  been  made  toward*  a  settlement.  Lord  Pelmer- 
eton  said  that,  though  otherwise  much  engaged,  bis  atten- 
tion had  often  been  directed  towards  those  claims,  which, 
both  from  their  merits  and  the  circumstance*  undor  which 
they  were  presented,  had  been  to  htm  a  subject  of  solici- 
tude; tbat,  as  I  was  aware,  they  had  long  been  under  in- 
vestigation by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  had  found 
the  subject  so  full  of  difficulties  and  involving  points  of 
such  moment,  that  they  had  almost  shrunk  from  the  task 
of  arriving  at  definitive  and  binding  conclusions  upon  thorn. 
To  the  allegation,  repeated  by  his  lordship,  tbat  the  posi- 
tive statute  law  of  the  realm  forbade  the  removal  of  per- 
sons from  any  British  possession  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves, 
I  again  reminded  him  that,  in  all  the  three  ease,  the  actual 
landing  of  the  slaves  within  the  British  jurisdiction  bad 
been  the  act  of  British  authorities,  ineffectually  opposed 
and  protested  against  by  the  owners  of  the  property  ;  and 
th.it  no  law  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
laches  of  those  appointed  to  execute  it.  He  said  that  the 
reports  so  far  made  by  the  ordinary  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  were  but  partial,  and  insufficient  to  enable  the  cab- 
inet to  clear  the  subject  of  its  legal  difficulties ;  that  no  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  could  be  effected  without  ministers' 
going  to  Parliament  for  the  neceasery  appropriation;  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  such  a  delicate  nature,  particularly 
at  this  time,  tbat  tbey  could  scarcely  expect  an  application 
to  tbat  effect  to  be  successful  unless  sustained  by  the  most 
unequivocal  expression,  from  the  holiest  law  authority  in 
the  kingdom,  of  the  legal  and  positive  obligation  of  Gov- 
ernment to  answer  the  demand  of  the  United  (Hates ;  that, 
as  soon  .is  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  bad  given  leisure 
to  ministers  to  look  at  the  question,  their  deliberations  had 
convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  a  clear  legal  demonstra- 
tion of  that  obligation ;  and  that,  not  finding  it  in  the  docu- 


ments before  them,  nor  seeing  any  prospect  of  its  being  ob- 
tained from  the  ordinary  law  authorities,  they  had  resolved  to 
seek  it  elsewhere,  and  that  the  result  of  his  Inst  conferencs 
with  Lord  Melbourne  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  been  a  resolution  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  judicial 
committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  whom  resides  the  high- 
est legal  power  in  the  State ;  that,  accordingly,  our  different 
applications,  together  with  all  the  documents  connected 
with  the  claims,  had  been  laid  before  the  committee,  who 
either  were  at  this  time,  or  soon  would  be,  engaged  in  the 
examination  of  thorn;  and  their  opinion  once  obtained, 
would,  if  favorable  to  the  claimants,  enable  them  to  back 
their  application  to  Parliament  by  authority  of  the  highest 
character,  and  if  unfavorable,  to  predicate  their  anawer  to 
our  demands  upon  grounds  which  would  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  did  not 
arise  from  any  motive  inconsistent  either  with  justice  or 
with  tbeit  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  United  States. 
To  my  inquiry  whether  the  proposed  investigation  by  the 
judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  would  be  attended 
with  much  delay,  Lord  Palmerston  expressed  bis  convic- 
tion that  their  attention  would  be  immediately  engaged  in 
it,  and  that  a  prompt  result  might  be  confidently  anticipa- 
ted. I  then  requested  that,  if  he  saw  no  objection,  he 
would,  in  a  note,  cither  official  or  not,  as  he  might  think 
fit,  communicate  to  me  the  substance  of  which  he  had 
stated,  as  to  the  stage  to  which  the  business  had  been  car* 
ried;  and  he  promised  that  he  would  do  it,  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  put  you  in  possession  of  it  by  this  oP|K>rtunity.  The 


tromised 
gstion. 


has  not  yet  been  received  at  the 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vail  to  Mr.  Fortyth,  dated 
November  14,  1835. 
8ia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  note  from  Lord  Palmerston,  which  had  been  promised 
me  in  time  to  be  sent  by  the  last  packet,  but  which  ass 
only  received  last  night,  apprizing  me,  officially,  of  the  ref- 
erence to  the  judicial  committee  of  the  Privy  Council  of  the 
subject  of  our  claims  arising  from  the  liberation  of  the 
slaves  shipwrecked  in  the  British  islsnds  in  the  brigs 
"Comet,"  «•  Enterprise,"  and  "  Encomium." 


Lord  Pabnenton  to  Mr.  Vail. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Vail,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  State*  of  America, 
tbat,  after  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  important  ques- 
ttona  involved  in  the  claims  brought  forwsrd  by  Mr.  Vail 
and  bis  predecessors,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
slaves  from  on  board  of  the  United  States  vessels  «  Comet,*' 
"Encomium,"  snd  "Enterprise,"  his  Msjesty's  Govern- 
ment have  determined  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  ju- 
dicial committee  of  Privy  Council,  as  being  the  highest  le- 
gal authority  which  can  be  consulted  on  this  difficult  mat- 
ter ;  and  steps  are  now  taking  for  this  puri>ose  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
new to  Mr.  Vail  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consid- 
eration. PALMERSTON 

Foreign  Omct:,  November  13,  1835. 


of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson  to  Mr.  Forsyth* 
dated  July  14,  1836. 
Having  been  accredited,  1  shsll  now  earnestly  enter  up- 
on the  subject*  of  the  negotiation  committed  to  my  charge 
by  yon r  instructions,  and  press,  at  an  early  day,  the  claims 
for  indemnity  on  the  part  of  those  American  citizens  whose 
slaves  were  illegally  seized  and  confiscated  in  some  of  the 
Hritifch  islands.  Mr.  Vail's  last  communication  to  Lord 
Palmerston  upon  the  subject  remains  yet  unanswered. 

Extract*  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sicvemon  re  Mr.  Fortytk, 
dated  July  89,  1836. 
I  received  bv  the  last  packet  but  one,  your  despatch  of 
the  14th  of  June,  •  •  •  It  found  me  busily 
in  preparing  my  first  communication  to  Lord 
upon  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  the  aoiiure  and  confisca- 
tion of  their  slates  by  the  British  colonial  authorities.  1 
was  consequently  prevented  from  answering  it,  as  I  had 
intended  doing,  last  week.  I  completed  yesterday  my  ar- 
|  gument  upon  the**  claims,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of 
Lord  Palmerston,  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  a  speedy  and 
!  final  answer.  •  •  *  I  expressed,  as  I  was  instructed 
!  to  do,  in  strong  though  respectful  terms,  the  painful  sur- 
prise and  regret  of  the  President  at  the  delay  which  bad 
taken  place  in  the  adjustment  of  these  claims,  accompanied 
by  an  assurance  from  myself,  that  he  had  not  relinquished 
the  expectation  of  its  still  being  done.  "  *  *  1  hare 
received  since  my  arrival  here,  letters  from  some  of  the 
claimants,  complaining  deeply  of  the  delay,  and  urging  my 
attention  to  their  claims.  I  shall  continue  to  pre**  them 
at  every  favorable  opportunity,  until  they  are  settled.  The 
length  of  my  communication  to  Lord  Palmerston  will  not 
enable  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it  by  the  packet  to-day, 
but  it  shall  be  forwarded  next  week,  and  I  shall  feel  grati- 
fied if  the  manner  in  which  I  hare  fulfilled  your  instruc- 
tions ahall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  and 
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Extract  of  a  Uttrr  from  Mr.  Utevenson  to  Mr.  Forty  th, 
Uutcd  A  ut*u3t  d,  1836. 
I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  communication  to 
Lord  Palmeraton  opon  tho  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves, 
to  which  I  hope  soon  to  receive  a  favorable  answer. 

Mr.  SUvetuon  to  Lard  Palmertton. 
Tbe  undersigneJ,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates,  has  I  he  honor  to  ac- 
quaint Lord  Palroerston,  hi*  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  ' 
of  Stale  for  Foreign  A  flairs,  thai  the  inatru  lions  which 
he  ha*  received  from  his  Government  make  it  an  indispen- 
sable act  of  doty  to  seize  the  earliest  occasion  of  calling  the 
attention  of  bia  lordahip  and  dial  of  hia  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  sundry  claims  of  American  citizens  for  indemnity 
for  a  largo  number  of  slaves  wrecked  near  the  British  islands, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  tho  American  continent,  and  which 
were  seized  And  liberated  by  the  colonial  authorities  of  his 
'•  Government.  The  undersigned  need  scarcely 
Lord  Palraenrton  that  it  is  now  more  than  four 
years  since  the  first  of  these  casta  (th 


1  Comet" 


presented  to  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
by  Mr.  Van  Bui  en,  the  then  minister  of  tho  United  States 
ax  this  court;  since  which,  two  other  cases  (too  "Enco- 
mium" and  the  "Enterprise'")  have  been  added  by  Mr. 
Veil,  the  American  charge  d'affaires,  followed  up  by  re- 
peated and  earnest  appeals  in  favor  of  indemnity  for  the 
losses  incurred  by  the  seizure  and  confiscation  of  those 
cargoes  of  slave*,  the  projwrty  of  citizens  of  lb*  United 
•States.  Notwithstanding  these  appeals  to  the  equity  and 
justice  of  his  Majeety'a  Government,  and  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  the  President,  ae  often  expressed,  that  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  would  be  disavowed, 
and  n  speedy  adjustment  of  the  claims  have  taken  place, 
no  other  answer  baa  yet  been  given  by  hi*  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, aa  the  undersigned  his  been  informed,  than  that 
the  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  judicial  committee  of 
Privy  Council,  the  highest  legal  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Tbie  delay,  as  Lord  Palmerelon  has  heretofore  been 
sdviaed,  and,  as  might  justly  havo  been  expected,  has 
caused  extreme  solicitude  and  regret  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  arising,  not 
less  from  the  importance  of  the  principle*  involved,  and 
the  value  of  the  rights  believed  to  have  been  violated,  than 
from  an  awakened  and  wide-spread  sensibility  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  confederacy  where  the  existence  of  a  large  slave 
population  baa  rendered  the  people  more  keenly  olive  to 
every  thing  which  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  relations  ex- 
isting between  the  muster  and  alave.  It  is  under  such 
circumstance*  that  the  undersigned  has  been  specially  in- 
structed by  bis  Government  to  press  again  this  subject 
upon  the  early  and  earnest  attention  of  hie  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and,  in  doing  so,  be  would  not  fulfil  tho  duty 
enjoined  upon  him,  or  act  with  the  frankness  due  to  the  sub- 
ject, if  he  did  not  seise  the  occasion  ee  a  fit  one  to  acquaint 
Lord  Palmeraton  that  it  has  not  been  without  increased 
and  painful  regret  that  the  President  has  learned  that  the 
representations  which  have  heretofore  been  made  in  favor 
ox  these  claims,  havo  not  only  failed  in  producing  the  in- 
demnity to  which  they  were  believed  to  be  entitled,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  grounda  upon  which  it  baa  been  deemed 
proper  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  withhold  It.  Whilst, 
however,  these  just  expectations  of  the  President  have  not 
been  fulfilled,  the  ondersigned  is  gratified  in  having  it  in 
his  power  to  assure  Lord  Palmerstun  ihcy  have  not  been 
relinquished,  end  that  the  President  is  still  persuaded  that 
their  accomplishment  will  result  from  a  rareful  review,  by 
hie  Majesty's  Government,  made  in  the  spirit  of  moderation 
and  equity,  of  the  facts  and  considerations  which  belong  to 
the  subject.  Reluclaully  indeed  would  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  be 


already  taken  place  in  the  final  adjustment  of  these  claims, 
was  imputable  to  any  Intention  on  the  part  of  hia  Majesty's 
Government  to  procrastinate  their  decision,  or  treat  with 
disrespect  or  injustice  the  Government  or  people  of  tbe 
United  State*. 

The  characters  of  both  Governments  forbid  any  such 
construction.  All  must  believe  that  both  Governments  are 
animated  with  the  seme  zeal  to  do  each  other  equal  jus- 
tice, and  to  cherish  tbe  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
happily  subsist  between  them,  and  that  each  is  alike  inca- 
pable of  offering  or  suffering  any  injury  of  this  description. 
In  making  this  renewed  appeal  to  the  well-known  justice 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  by  order  of  his  own,  the 
undersigned  is  satisfied  thet  it  will  receive  a  deliberate  and 
candid  examination,  and  if  it  shall  appear,  as  he  is  confi- 
dent it  will,  to  be  recommended  by  those  principles  which 
it  is  tbe  interest  as  well  as  the  duly  of  all  Governments  to 
observe  and  maintain,  the  claims  under  consideration  will 
not  only  be  admitted,  but  finally  adjusted  by  hie  Msjeety'e 


Tbe  previous  communication*  heretofore  made  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Vail  having  placed  his  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  possession  of  full  and  authentic  information, 
not  only  as  to  th*  number  and  value  of  the  staves  seized 
and  liberated,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
done,  but  of  the  grounds  upon  which  tbe  claims  for  indem- 
nity rest,  it  will  not  be  needful,  nor  is  it  the  intention  of  th* 
undersized,  in  the  remarks  which  he  will  have  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  Lord  Palmerwton's  consideration,  to  recapit- 
ulate in  detail  the  statements  or  repeat  the  arguments  i 
tained  in  the  communications  of  his  predecessors,  and 
which  bia  lordahip  must  doubtless  be  familiar.    Tbe  un- 
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uersigneu  wm  mereiore  content  iiimscu  wim  nicrnng  i«oru 
Palmcrston  to  these  communications  for  proofs  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat,  and  for  arguments  which  he  could 
scarce  hope  to  improve.  Ae  there  are,  however,  some 
principles  and  doctrines  involved  in  these  proceedings  of 
the  colonial  authorities  so  new  and  alarming,  not  only  to 
national  sovereignty  and  sensibility,  but  to  tbe  rights  of 
property  and  the  friendly  relatione  of  the  two  countries,  th* 
undersigned  feels  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own  Government,  ss 
well  as  that  of  hie  Majesty,  to  present  upon  this  occasion  to 
the  consideration  of  Lord  Palmeraton,  the  views  which  havo 
res  to  hi*  mind,  with  the  grounds  upon 
they  rest.  He  will  do  tbie  with  sll  possible  brevity, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  the  utmost  simplicity  end  frank- 
ness, assured,  ss  he  is,  from  the  disposition  manifested  by 
Lord  Palmeraton  throughout  the  negotiation,  that  the  un- 
dersigned could  in  no  other  way  so  well  consult  the  wishes 
of  hie  lordship  or  the  respect  which  he  owee  to  bia  Majes- 
ty's Government. 

That  the  remarks  which  he  intends  to  submit  may  be 
clearly  understood  and  applied  to  the  facta  in  proof,  he  will 
very  briefly  restate  the  three  cases  ns  they  have  heretofore 
been  presented  to  Lord  Palmers  ton's  consideration. 

And  first,  as  to  the  Comet.  This  vessel  sailed  in  Janu- 
ary, 1831,  from  tbe  port  of  Alexandria,  in  tbe  District  of 
Columbia,  bound  to  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, (both  ports  being  within  tbe  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  State*,}  with  a  cargo  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  native-born  slaves,  the  property  of  cstixone  of  the  United 
States.  She  struck  in  the  night  upon  rock*  in  the  Spanish 
Key,  bilged,  and  became  a  wreck  before  day.  The  slaves 
were  all  saved,  and  placed  on  a  reef  of  rock*  in  eight,  from 
which  they  were  soon  afterwards  taken  by  three  Bahama 
wrecking  vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  and  carried 
into  the  harbor  of  Nassau.  Arrived  off  the  port,  a  boat 
was  despatched  to  advise  the  American  commercial  agent 
residing  in  Nassau  of  their  distressed  situation,  and  request- 
ing to  be  informed  if  there  was  any  objection  to  entering 
tbe  port,  and  remaining  until  another  vessel  could  be  pro- 


tbe  port,  and  remaining  until  nnotner 
cured,  m  which  the  slaves  might  be 
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Brifft  Encomium  and  Enterprise. 


original  port 
the 


f  destination.  On  receipt  of  the  agent's  en" 
the  vessel  passed  the  bar,  and  came  to  anchor  with- 
in the  harbor,  when  the  agent  placed  guards  on  board,  and 
eleven  of  the  slaves  escaped,  and  were  by  the 
of  Nassau  pot  in  confinement.  The  remaining 
afterwards  seized,  libelled  in  the  instance  coort  for  a  viola- 
of  the  British  statutes  in  relation  to  the  importation  of 
but  the  libel,  on  a  hearing,  was  dismissed,  and  the 
ordered  by  the  coort  to  be  restored.  The  colonial 
,  interposed,  refused  to  let  the 
be  surrendered,  and  having  declared  them  free,  they 
abandoned  by  the  captain 

The  second  case,  tho  Encomium,  took  place  in  1832. 
Tina  brig,  with  forty -five  slave*  on  board,  nniled  on  tha 
2d  of  February,  1832,  from  Charleston,  in  the  Slate  of 
South  Carolina,  to  New  Orleans.  On  the  night  of  the  4  th 
(two  daye  only  alter  sailing)  she  una  wrecked  on  a  reef 
near  tha  Island  of  Abaoo.  The  slave*  were  landed  on  a 
small  island  called  Fish  Key,  and  taken  by  his  Majesty's 
wreckers  to  the^ort  of  Nassau,  in  New  Providence,  where, 
•a  in  the  case  of  the  Comet,  the  slaves  were  declared  free 
by  the  colonial  authorities,  and  accordingly  liberated. 

The  third  ease  was  that  of  the  Enterprise,  which  soiled 
from  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carolina,  with  sejenty-cight  slaves,  the  prop- 
erty also  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  brig  wan 
driven  from  her  course  by  tempestuous  weather,  and  compel- 
led, for  want  of  necessary  provisions,  to  put  into  the  port 
of  Hamilton,  in  one  of  the  Bnhainn  inland*.  On  her  arrival, 
she  was  seized  under  the  pretext  of  having  slave*  on  board, 
but  was  afterwards  released,  and  the  captain  informed  that 
he  might  proceed  on  his  voyage.  Soon  afterwards,  how- 
ever, and  whilst  engaged  in  availing  himself  of  the  permis- 
sion, a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  and  served  upon 
him,  requiring  the  production  of  the  slaves  then  on  board 
the  vessel.  The 


lie  writ  was  obeyed,  and  on 
the  slaves,  they  were  immediutely  taken  from  Inn  custody 
and  declared  free,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been 
Lmded  in  a  colony  where  slavery  had  censed  to  exist. 

These  cases,  it  will  at  once  be  perceived,  are  substantial- 
ly  alike  in  their  nature  and  character,  and  involve  the  same 
principles  and  consequences.  The  important  inquiry,  then, 
which  first  presents  itself,  is  this  :  I'pon  what  grounds  arn 
the  proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  to  be  justified; 
had  Great  Britain  any  right  to  enforce,  against  these 
and  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  Unit 
i  of  her  dominions  1  And  In 
I  will  take  occasion  to  rnna  k  that, 
might  have  existed  in  tho  case  of  the  Comet,  as  to  the  true 
grounds  upon  which  the  authorities  of  Nassau  interposed 
and  liberated  the  slsves,  they  have  since  been  removed  by 
the  proceedings  in  the  subsequent  cases  of  the  Encomium 
and  the  Enterprise. 

By  the  official  declaration  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  Providence  in  those  cases,  it  was  expressly  dsclured 
that,  in  liberating  the  f laves,  the  colonial  authorities  acted 
under  no  British  statute  declaring  the  freedom  of  any  slaves 
that  might  be  landed  within  the  British  dominions,  but 
that  h  was  alone  upon  the  authority  of  an  opinion  (which 
they  were  bound  to  respect)  given  by  Sir  Christopher  Rob- 
inson, judge  of  the  vice  admiralty  coort,  and  the  late  Lord 
Gilford,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Governors  of  his  Muje»ty'e  colonies,  upon 
the  subject  of  fugitive  and  shipwrecked  slaves  brought 
within  their  jurisdictions.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  that  part  of  the  opinion  in  relation  to  this  subject : 
*•  That  ail  Africans  cast  on  the  shores  of  a  British  colony 
in  eonsei/ucnce  of  the  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  which  they 
were  conveyed  <i.i  slaves,  are  not  to  he  considtrcd  as  tlavcs 
illegally  imported,  but  as  free  persons  ;  and  in  such  cases 
we  think  the  Governor  of  the  colony  has  no  power  to  eV- 
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snn  claiming  ownership  over  than,  either  fur  the  purpose  of 
being  dealt  vnth  as  slaves  in  the  colony,  or  being  convey- 
ed to  a  foreign  country  for  the  purpose  of  being  so  dealt 
with.  In  such  case,  as  in  abandoned  slates,  they  are  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Governor  as  persons  in  such  a  situa- 
tion C  not  being  Africans  J  would  be,  and  no  claim  for  in- 
demnity could  be  supported  by  the  supposed  owner  on  ac- 
count of  such  interference  by  the  Governor.**  This  opin- 
ion was  givan  in  1818  in  relation  to  a  Portuguese  ship, 
engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade,  which  was  wrecked 
with  a  cargo  of  Africans  on  the  coast  of  a  British  settle- 
ment near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  doubts  having 
arisen  what  course  the  Governor  of  the  colony  ought  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  subject,  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  were  consulted,  and  gave  this  opinion.  Of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  this  opinion,  and  of  their  total  mis. 
conception  and  misapplication  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Providence,  the  undersigned  will  forbear  at  this  time  to 
enlarge;  but  he  begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmcrston  to  the 
communications  of  his  predecessors  under  dale  of  the  25th 
of  April,  1888,  and  the  80th  September,  1884,  in  which 
this  branch  of  the  subject  m«v  be  examined  and  discussed, 
and  in  which  it  is  clearly  shown  that  this  opinion  was  uloos 
intended  to  reach  the  ca*e  of  Africans  mid  the  African 
n/avc  trade,  and  not  the  slaves  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  waa  therefore  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  cases  now 
the  subject  of  consideration  by  his  Majesty's  Government. 
The  claim  of  power,  then,  on  which  hi*  Majesty's  Govern- 
inent  is  left  to  vindicate  the  proceedings  of  their  colonial 
authorities,  must  rest  exclusively  upon  the  provisions  of 
their  West  India  emancipation  act,  passed  in  1834.  This 
act  abolishes  slavory  throughout  the  possessions  of  the 
British  Crown,  and  declares  that,  in  no  part  of  the  empire, 


metropolitan  or  colonial,  shall  the  rights  incident 
to  slavery  any  longer  be  enforced  ;  that  the  fugitive  slave, 
whatever  may  be  bia  obligations,  or  whatever  the  rights  of 
others  ovvr  him  in  a  foreign  country,  shall,  within  the 
British  dominions,  be  henceforth  regarded  and  dealt  with 
as  a  free  man.  With  the  operations  of  this  act  within 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  over  its  subjects,  fo- 
reign nstiona  can  have  no  interest— the  legislative  and  ju- 
dicial authority  of  his  Majesty's  Government  over  its  own 
subjects  and  colonies  being  indisputable;  but  no  indepen- 
dent nation  will  ever  consent  to  concede  to  Great  Britain, 
under  this  act,  or  any  other,  the  right  to  legislate  for  it,  as 
well  as  her  own  dependencies.  It  is  against  all  such  doc- 
trine and  its  consequences,  as  applicable  to  the  United 
States  and  its  citizens,  that  the  undersigned  now  feels  him- 
self, as  the  representative  of  his  country,  called  upon  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  to  protest.  And  before  any  color 
can  be  given  to  euch  a  claim  of  power  and  jurisdiction, 
under  the  West  India  act  of  emancipation,  it  will  be  in- 

slavea  are  not  property  within  the  United  States,  hot  that 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  prohibited  and  condemned 
by  the  law  of  nations:  for  if  it  he  true  that,  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  slaves  are  not  proper- 
ty, and  the  slave  tsade  ie  prohibited  by  the  lew  of  nations, 
then,  indeed,  there  would  be  some  foundation  for  the  ar- 
gument that,  in  re  ration  to  these  i 
there  had  been  no  violation 
to  the  indemnity  anked. 

These  two  points  the  undersigned  will  now  proceed  to 
examine.  Upon  the  first,  as  to  the  i 
of  the  slave  property  in  the  United 
lies  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  it  will  not  be  needful  for 
the  undersigned  to  enlarge,  lie  feels  assured  that  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  refer  Lord  Palmemton  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws 
of  many  of  the  States,  to  satisfy  him  of  the  existence  of 
slavery,  and  that  slaves  are  there  regarded  and  protected  as 
property  ;  thst,  by  these  laws,  there  is,  in  fact,  no  dislinc- 
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tion  in  principle  between  property  in  person*  and  property 
in  thin  is  and  that  the  Government  have  more  than  onro, 

in  the  wrrice  of  the  United  Slates,  even  in  a  state  of  war, 
were  to  be  regarded  as  property  and  not  persons,  and  the 
Government  held  responsible  for  their  value :  that  the  first 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  apportion* 
ing  representatives  among  the  several  States,  expressly  re- 
cognise*  slavery,  and  incorporates  it  in  the  principles  of 
their  Government.  Domestic  slavery,  then,  is  not  only 
not  prohibited  by  the  Government  of  the  United  State*, 
but  forms  a  hasis  (as  property)  ef  their  representation ;  is 
infnsed  into  their  laws  and  mixes  itself  with  all  the  sources 
of  their  authority.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of  property  in 
slaves  new  to  Gnat  Britain.  At  one  time  the  annals  of 
feer  history  inform  us  that,  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  her 
twelve  judges  and  the  high  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  ne- 
groes were  not  only  regarded  as  property,  but  declared  to 
be  merchandise  within  the  operation  of  her  navigation  laws, 
at  least  with  respect  to  her  colonies;  and  recently,  (indeed 
at  the  period  or  tbe  seizure  of  the  Comet,)  her  West  India 
colonies  were  filled  with  slaves.  So,  too,  in  her  treatiea 
with  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  has  repeatedly  recog- 
nised tbe  principle  of  property  in  slaves,  and  as  such  made 
compensation  for  them.  As  far  back  as  the  treaty  of  !  7  83, 
there  wae  a  prevision  "  that  all  prisoners  on  both  sides 
shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  hit  Britannic  Majuty  shall, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  and  toithout  touting  any  de- 
itrttttion,  or  carrying  away  nuy  nkaioks  or  other  r>aop- 
bwtt  of  the  American  inhaoUanti,  withdrato  all  hit 
foteet"  ire.  Again  :  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  as  late  as 
ISM,  it  was  provided  in  one  oT  the  articles  «« that  all 
placet  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties  thati  be  surrend- 
ered without  causing  any  destruction  or  carrying  away, 
A*-  awt  auras  or  otster  pnrvsTK  p»of*btt."  Under 
this  treaty  the  abducted  aUvea  were  ascertained  and  paid 
for  by  his  Majesty's  Government.    It  is  worthy  of  remark 


that,  in  bold 


nrgroee  and  slaves  are,  in  ter- 
ra) by  both  the  contracting  par- 


ties  to  be  property.  Regarding  them  at  property  in  her 
eotcmn  treaties,  and  paying  for  them  as  such,  can  it  now 
be  maintained,  at  lea«t  a*  tiir  as  Great  Britain  and  America 
are  concerned,  that  the  slaves  of  the  latter  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  properly,  and  this  too  after  repeated  adjudi- 


cations of  the  highest  tribnnals  both  In  England  end  Ame- 
rica, as  well  aa  by  the  law  of  nations,  that  slaves  shall  be 
regarded  aa  property  in  every  nation  whose  municipal  reg- 
ulations sanction  slavery  ?  How  can  the  United  States,  as 
a  sovereign  and  independent  nation,  surrender  the  vital 
right  to  regulate  the  subjects  of  property  according  to  their 
opinions  of  right,  or  as  convenience  or  policy  may 
te;  and  what  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  from  her  inch 
rifioe  !  Such  a  right  ahe  cannot  and  will  not  consent 
t«>  surrender.  The  first  point,  then,  hi  support  of  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction  fails.  Nor  is  the  question  under  the 
law  of  nations,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned;  leas 


When  or  where  has  Ihe  doctrine  ever  been  established, 
that  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  was  prohibited  or  condemned 
by  the  law  of  national  How  long  has  it  been  since  this 
trade,  once  participated  in  by  the  civilized  nations  of  Bo- 
rope,  has  been  regarded  as  criminal  by  the  public  law,  or 
Its  prohibitions  enforced  by  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  those  engaged  in  it  t  When  was  it  so  considered  by 
the  statesmen  and  jurists  of  Europe  or  America  ?  How 
often  has  this  question  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  been 
the  aulject  of  adjudication  in  the  British  courts  t  Can 
there  be  an  instance  pointed  out  in  which  Great  Britain 
herself,  whenever  the  question  has  been  made  in  her  courts, 
has  not  admitted,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the 
si  we  trade  was  not  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations!  Her 
judicial  annals  are  tilled  with  cuk-s  afhrniog  directly  this 


doctrine ;  and,  in  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  begs  leave 
to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  one  or  two  lending  cases.  In 
an  action  brought  by  a  Spanish  merchant  against  a  captain 
of  the  royal  navy,  for  damages  in  having  seised  hi*  ship, 
with  three  hundred  slaves,  engaged  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  the  court  of  King's  t>ench  unanimously  decided  that 
I  foreigners,  who  aro  not  prohibited  by  the  lows  of  their  own 
country  from  carrying  on  tbe  slave  trade,  may,  in  British 
courts  of  justice,  recover  damages  for  the  wrongful  seizure, 
by  a  British  subject,  of  a  cargo  of  slave*  on  board  a  ship 
engaged  in  thnt  trade.  In  that  case  the  following  Ungusge 
was  held  by  some  of  the  judges  : 

Bayley,  Judge.  "  Although  the  language  used  by  the 
Legislature,  in  the  statute  referred  to,  ia  undoubtedly  very 
strong,  yet  it  can  otily  apply  to  British  subjects,  and  can 
only  render  the  slave  trade  unlawful  if  carried  on  by  them. 
It  cannot  apply  in  any  way  to  foreigners.  Il  ia  true  that, 
if  this  wcic  a  tr<tde  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  a  for- 
eigner could  not  maintain  the  action  ;  but  It  ia  not :  and 
as  a  Spaniard  cannot  be  considered  as  bound  by  the  lawa 
of  the  British  Legislature  prohibiting  this  trade,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  deprive  him  of  a  remedy  for  the  wrong  which 
ho  has  sustained.  He  hod  a  legal  property  in  the  slaves, 
of  which  he  was  by  the  defendant's  act  deprived." 

Best,  Judge.  «•  The  statutes  that  have  been  referred 
to  speak  in  jnst  terms  of  indignation  of  the  terrible  traffic 
in  human  Iteinga;  but  they  speak  only  in  the  name  of  the 
British  nation.  The  declaration  of  the  British  Legislature 
that  the  slave  trade  is  contrary  to  justice  and  humanity, 
cannot  affect  the  subjects  of  other  countries,  or  prevent 
them  from  carrying  on  thia  trade  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
British  dominions.  The  assertion  of  a  right  to  control  the 
subjects  of  other  8tates  in  thia  respect,  would  be  inconsist- 
ent with  the  independence  which  wo  acknowledge,  and 
that  every  foreign  Government  possesses.  If  a  ship  be 
acting  contrary  to  the  general  law  of  nations,  she  ia  there- 
by subject  to  confiscation  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  that 
the  slave  trade  is  against  what  may  be  called  the  common 
law  of  nations.  It  was,  until  lately,  carried  on  by  all  the 
nations  of  Europe.  It  is  clear  that  the  slave  trails  is  not 
condemned  by  the  general  law  of  nationa.  The  subjects 
of  Spain  have  only  to  look  to  the  municipal  laws  of  their 
own  country,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any  laws  made  by 
our  Government." 

Again:  in  some  of  the  more  recent  cases  in  England, 
the  doctrine  waa  elaborately  considered  by  8ir  William 
Scott,  and  the  previous  decisions  fortified  by  his  high  au- 
thority. These  decisions  have  justly  been  regarded  as  set- 
tling the  question  in  the  English  courts,  and  throughout 
bis  Majesty's  dominions.  The  undersigned  again  praya 
Lord  Pslmerston's  attention  to  the  following  language  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  animadverting  upon  a  decision  given  in 
Sierra  Leone,  condemning  a  Swedish  vessel  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade : 

"  Thia  condemnation,"  Bays  the  judge,  "  took  place  on 
principles  which  this  couit  cannot  in  any  manner  recog- 
nise, inasmuch  as  the  sentence  affirms  thai  the  slave  trade, 
from  motives  of  humanity,  has  been  abolished  by  most  civ- 
ilized nations,  and  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  authorized 
by  any.  The  court  ia  disposed  to  go  as  far  in  discounte- 
nancing this  odious  traffic  as  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
principles  recognised  by  English  tribunals,  will  allow  it  in 
doing;  but  beyond  these  principles  it  does  not  feel  itself  at 
liberty  to  travel.  It  cannot  proceed  in  a  sweeping  anath- 
ema of  this  kind  against  property  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  other  foreign  independent  stales.  The  position  laid 
down  in  the  sentence  of  the  court  below,  that  the  slave 
trade  ia  not  authorized  by  any  civilized  State,  is,  unfortu- 
nately, by  no  means  correct,  the  contrary  bein*  noto- 
rious from  the  fact  that  it  is  tolerated  by  some  of  them. 
Thia  trade  was,  at  one  time,  universally  allowed  by  the 
different  nationa  of  Europe,  and  carried  on  by  them  to  a 
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greater  or  lew  extent,  according  to  tbeir  several  necessities. 
Our  own  country,  it  ia  true,  haa  taken  a  more  correct  view 
ol  the  subject,  and  haa  secured  the  abolition  of  the  alave 
trade  aa  far  aa  British  subjects  are  concerned ;  but  it  claims 
no  right  of  enforcing  ita  prohibitions  against  the  subjects  of 
thoae  Statea  who  have  not  adopted  the  aamc  opinions  with 
respect  to  the  injuries  and  immoralities  of  the  trade.  It  ia 
highly  fit  that  the  judge  of  the  court  below  should  he  cor- 
rected in  the  view  which  lie  has  taken  of  this  question, 
since  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  him  in  hia  sentence  is  in- 
consistent with  the  peoce  of  this  country  and  the  rights  of 
other  Statea." 

In  another  case,  on  an  appeal  to  the  high  court  of  ad- 
miralty, the  whole  doctrine  was  again  reviewed,  and  the 
following  strong  and  marked  language  was  used  by  Sir 
William  Scott,  in  declaring  the  judgment  of  the  court: 

"Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  aa  a 
professed  apologist  for  the  practice,  when  I  state  facts  which 
no  man  can  deny :  that  personal  slavery,  aruing  out  of  for- 
cible captivity,  ia  coeval  with  the  earliest  history  of  man- 
kind ;  that  it  is  found  existing  (and,  as  far  as  it  appears, 
without  animadversion)  in  the  earliest  and  mu*t  authentic 
records  of  the  human  race,  and  waa  recognised  by  the 
codes  of  the  most  polished  nations  of  antiquity  ;  that, 
under  the  ligLt  of  Christianity  itself,  poaaeaaaion  ef  per- 
sons so  acquired,  has  been,  in  every  civilized  country, 
invested  with  the  character  of  property,  and  aecured 
as  such  by  all  the  protections  of  law ;  that  solemn  trea- 
ties have  been  formed,  and  national  monopolies  eagerly 
sought,  to  facilitate  and  extend  the  commerce  in  thia  as- 
sarted property  ;  and  all  this  with  the  sanction  of  law,  pub- 
lic and  municipal,  and  without  any  opposition,  except  the 
protests  of  a  few  private  moralists,  little  heard  and  less  at- 
tended to  in  any  country,  until  within  theae  few  years  in 
this  particular  country.  If  the  matter  rested  here,  I  fear 
it  would  have  been  deemed  a  most  extravagant  assumption 
in  any  court  of  the  law  of  nations,  to  pronounce  that  tbia 
practice— the  tolerated— tho  approved— the  encouraged  ob- 
ject of  la <v  ever  since  man  became  aubjeet  to  law,  was  pro- 
hibited by  that  law,  and  waa  legally  criminal.  But  the 
matter  does  not  rest  here.  Within  theae  lew  years,  an 
undeniable  change  of  opinion  has  taken  place,  particularly 
in  this  country.  Formal  declarations  have  been  made, 
and  laws  enacted  in  reprobation  of  thia  practice,  and  pains, 
ubly  and  zealously  conducted,  have  been  taken  tu  induce 
other  countries  to  follow  the  example,  but  at  present  with 
insufficient  effect ;  for  there  are  nations  which  adhere  to 
the  practice  under  all  the  encouragement  which  their  own 
laws  give.  What  is  the  doctrine  of  our  own  courts  of  the 
law  of  nations  relating  to  them  t  Why,  that  their  prac- 
tice is  to  bo  respected  ;  their  slaves,  if  taken,  restored  to 
them  ;  and,  if  not  token  under  innocent  mistake,  be  re- 
stored with  cost  and  damages.  All  thia  wisely  upon  the 
ground  that  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  any  8tate  is  no 
departure  from  the  law  of  nations." 

And  each,  too,  baa  been  the  course  of  decisions  io  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  late  chief  jua- 
tice  Marshall,  following  in  the  footsteps  ol  8ir  William 
Scott  on  this  subject,  thus  expounds  the  doctrine : 

"That  the  course  of  opinion  on  the  alave  trade  should 
be  unsettled,  ought  to  excite  no  surprise.  The  christian 
and  civilised  nations  of  the  world,  with  whom  we  have 
intercourse,  have  all  been  engaged  in  it.  However  abhor- 
rent thia  traffic  may  be  to  a  mind  whose  original  feelings 
are  not  blunted  by  familiarity  with  the  practice,  it  hoe  been 
sanctioned,  in  modern  times,  by  the  laws  of  all  nations 
who  possess  distant  colonies,  each  of  whom  has  engaged 
in  it  a  common  commercial  business  which  no  other  could 
rightfully  interrupt.  It  has  claimed  all  the  sanction  which 
could  be  derived  from  long  usage  and  general  acquiescence. 
This  trade  cannot  be  coneidered  aa  contrary  to  the  Uw  of 
which  was  authorized  and  protected  by  the  laws 


of  all  commercial  nation  a,  the  right  to  curry  on  which  waa 
claimed  by  each,  and  allowed  to  each.  Whatever  might 
be  the  antwer  of  a  moralist  to  this  question,  a  jurist  must 
search  for  its  legal  solution  in  those  principles  of  action 
which  are  aanctioned  by  usages,  the  national  acta,  and 
general  assent  of  that  portion  of  the  world  of  which  he 
considers  himself  as  u  part,  and  to  wIiom  Uws  I  he  appeal 
ia  mode.  If  we  resort  to  this  standard  as  the  teat  of  inter* 
national  law,  the  question  is  decided  in  favor  of  the  le- 
gality of  the  trade.  Both  Europe  and  America  embarked 
in  it,  and  lor  nearly  two  centuries  it  was  carried  on  without 
opposition  and  without  ceneure.  A  jurist  cannot  eay  thai 
a  practice,  thu»  supi>orted,  wax  illegal,  and  that  those  en- 
gaged io  it  might  be  punished,  either  personally  or  by  de- 
privation of  their  property.  In  this  commerce,  thus  sanc- 
tioned by  universal  < 

to  engage.  How  is  thia  right  to  be  lost  1 
noance  it  for  its  own  people,  but  can  thia  renunciation  af- 
fect others !  No  principle  of  general  law  is  more  univer- 
sally acknowledged  than  the  perfect  equality  of  nations. 
Russia  and  Geneva  have  equal  rights.  It  results  from 
this  equality  that  no  one  can  rightfully  impose  a  rule  ou 
another.  Each  legislates  for  itself,  but  ita  legislation  can 
operate  on  itself  alone.  Aa  no  nation  can  prescribe  a  rub* 
for  others,  none  can  make  a  law  of  nation  a,  and  thia  traflir, 
therefore,  remain*  lawful  for  those  whose  Government* 
have  not  forbidden  it." 

to  the  view  of  Lord 


The  undersigned,  in  thus  bringing  lo  the  view 
Palmer*  ton  these  decisions  of  the  English  and 
courts,  was  anxious  that  bis  lordship  should  see  that  the 
only  ground  upon  which  the  legality  ol  the  pluve  trade  has 
ever  been  assailed,  to  wit,  that  it  waa  contrary  to  tho  law 
of  nations,  has  been  finally  and  conclusively  settled  both 
by  the  bench  and  bar  in  both  countries.    There  is,  then, 
the  highest  authority  for  a«*umiug  that  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  are  not  prohibited  by  the  politic  law,  but  are 
wholly  untouched  by  it.    The  second  and  strong  ground, 
then,  in  vindication  of  the  right  claimed  lo  liberate  these 
slaves  by  the  colonial  authorities  fails,  and  with  it,  ol 
course,  the  right  itself.    If,  then,  before  the  parage  of  .the 
West  India  emancipation  law,  the  alave  trade  waa  not 
only  not  prohibited,  but  protected,  the  next  inquiry  which 
presents  itself  is  this:  Can  ihe  provisions  of  that  law, 
whatever  they  may  be,  change  the  universal  law,  and  1>« 
made  tu  o(>erate  upon  the  property  of  American  citizens 
under  such  circumstances  as  thoae  which  dietinguish  these 
claims  1    What,  then,  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  such 
jurisdiction  under  this  act !    That  the  municipal  laws  of 
one  nation  cannot  be  extended  beyond  its  own  territory 
(except  as  regards  its  own  subjects  or  citiien*)  »o  as  to 
bind  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  another  nation,  is  a  propo- 
sition which  the  undersigned  bad  eup|K>*ed  was  too  clear 
now  to  bs  questioned.    However  differently  tho  law  of 
nations  may  be  understood  in  diflerenl  countries,  it  boa 
never  been  supposed  to  confer  on  one  nation  the  right  of 
invading,  under  ita  municipal  regulations,  the  rights  or 
property  of  another.    Among  all  the  doubtful  principles 
of  public  law  asserted  in  modern  limes,  there  is  not  one  of 
a  more  shunting  and  dangerous  character  than  thi*.  It 
results  from  the  equality  and  independence  of  nations,  as 
well  aa  the  universal  principlea  of  right,  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion intrusted  to  one  nation,  for  wine  and  equitable  pur- 
pueea,  by  that  public  law  which  ia  common  to  all,  cannot 
and  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  encroach  upon  the  rigbte 
of  other  nations.    1 'he  laws  of  nations,  which  consider 
Statea  as  ao  many  individuals  upon  a  footing  of  relative) 
equality,  confer  jurisdiction  upon  none  without  annexing 
to  the  grant  a  condition  that,  in  ita  exercise,  it  shall  not 
trench  upon  the  right*  of  any  other  member  of  the  great 
society  of  nations.    Regarded  as  s  system  of  moral  equity 
applied  to  civil  society,  as  it  juitiy  is,  its  great  object  u, 


not  only  to  respect,  but  shield  i 
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of  til  without  preference  of  any.  To  the  consequences 
which  would  follow  from  the  establishment  of  a  right  in 
any  one  nation  to  extend  its  laws  beyond  iu 
and  subjects,  to  those  of  other 
eiblc,  and  especially  nations 
each  enlarged  views  of  policy  and  friendship  as  those  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Ought  any  single 
nation  to  desire  or  bopo  to  control  the  universal  law  1 
Will  free  and  sovereign  nations  subscribe  to  any  such  pre- 
tension  on  the  part  of  any  ono !  Ought  they  1  Will  any 
one  nation  agree,  at  the  will  of  another,  to  have  its  sover- 
eignty violated,  and  the  property  of  its  citizens  sacrificed, 
and  they  reduced  to  ruin  1  Besides  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  trade  between  Oreat  Britain  and  America,  which 
auch  a  power  would  destroy,  would  not  its  exercise  tend 
to  draw  them  from  those  peaceful  and  friendly  relations, 
upon  the  continuance  of  which  the  interests  and  happines* 
of  both  so  especially  depend  !  Upon  this  subject  the  un- 
dersigned speaks  with  the  utmost  confidence  when  he 
assures  Lord  Palmerston  that  the  claim  of  power  involved 
in  these  proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities,  aw 
it  muat  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Majeety'a 
only  ovet  its  own  dominions  and  subjects,  but  giving  a  di- 
rect and  unqualified  control  over  other  nations  and  their 
citizens,  can  never  be  conceded  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  without  surrendering  iU  independence  and 
sovereignty  as  a  nation,  and  disregarding  those  high  obli- 
gations of  duty  which  it  owes  to  its  own  citizens  and  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  But  is  such,  in  truth,  the 
wish  or  doctrine  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  his  Majesty's 
Government  support  their  colonial  authorities  in  asserting 
or  enforcing  itl    It  is  presumed  not.    And  here  it  bc- 

of  her  acfof  West  India  e 
now  exclusively  rest  the  justification  of  the  seizures  and 
confiscations  in  these  cases.  Did  the  Parliament  that 
passed  that  act  intend  to  confer,  under  its  provisions,  any 
auch  power  upon  hia  Majesty's  Government  or  its  colonial 
authorities  T  That  they  did  not,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  more  than  apparent ;  and  he  ia  justified  in 
this  opinion,  not  less  by  the  language  of  the  act  than  by  its 
objects. 

The  leading  motives  of  those  who  passed  that  law  can- 
not, he  thinks,  be  mistaken.  That  they  were  to  place  the 
i  of  the  British  Crown  upon  the  same  footing  with 
ounlry  in  relation  to  their  slave  population, 
nono,  it  is  presumed,  can  doubt.  Regarding  domestic  sla- 
very aa  a  social  and  moral  evil,  the  British  Parliament  in- 
tended (and  it  was  so  declared  at  the  time)  this  act  as  the 
remedy  for  iu  final  extinguishment.  It  was,  however,  for 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  not  for  America,  that 
they  legislated.  It  was  by  the  force  of  example,  and  not 
by  municipal  enactments,  that  they  hoped  and  intended  to 
afreet  the  lawa  and  institutions  of  other  naliona  upon  this 
deeply  interesting  and  agitating  subject- 

A  different  and  more  enlarged  ' 
not  only  unauthorized  by  its 
aui  table  to  its  objects,  and  at 
other 


of  the  act  is 
be  un- 

objects,  and  at  variance  with  the  rights  of  all 
na.    And  such,  too,  the  undersigned  is  happy 


to  believe,  was  the  view  taken  of  it  by  one  of  the  present 
enlightened  and  distinguished  ministers  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  in  official  instructions  given  by  hirn  to  the  lo- 
cal authorities  of  the  colonies,  for  thoir  government  under 
this  act,  soon  after  its  passage.  In  proof  of  this  the  un- 
dersigned begs  leave  to  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  circu- 
lar despatch  which  Mr.  Secretary  Spring  Rice  gave  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  colonies,  including  the  Ba- 
hamas and  Bermuda,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop.-,  and  to 
the  Mauritius,  dated  the  4th  of  November,  1834.  In 
this  despatch  the  following  language  ivas  held  by  Mr.  .Sec- 
retary Rice:  "The  abolition  of  littery  on  the  first  of 
August,  did  not  impose  the  duty  orttmfer  on  tw  a  right 


Vie  aaertion  oj  tnetr  slates,  or  oy  any  oincr  tnai- 
hods.  After  the  lapse  of  manu  years,  the  Par/ia- 
d  people  of  this  realm,  aided  by  and  associated  in 
U  work  with  the  legislatures  of  the  British  coin. 


of  furthering  tfie  same  result  in  foreign  countries,  by  pro- 
mating  tlte  desertion  of  their  slates,  or  by  any  other  indi- 
rect methods, 
ment  ant 
this  great' 

nies,  have  established  the  principle  that  domestic  slavery  is 
a  moral  and  social  evil,  which,  as  a  matter  of  wise  policy, 
as  well  as  of  moral  and  social  duty,  it  became  necessary 
to  extinguish.  But  we  have  no  claim  to  demand  the  adop- 
tion of  that  principle  by  other  nations.  On  the  contrary, 
we  must  respect  in  them  that  proprietary  right  which  we 
have  so  long  exerted  and  exercised  ourselves.  The  moral 
influence  oj  our  example  will  not  be  without  a  salutary, 
and,  as  I  trust,  an  early  effect  upon  the  slave  codes  of 
other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  justice  and  humanity 
amenr  in  requiring  us  rath  r  to  discourage  than  promote 
the  resort  of  foreign  fugitive  slaves  to  the  shores  of  our 
own  colonies."  This  language  is  too  clear  to  be  misunder- 
stood or  resisted.  It  fixes  the  true  character  and  object  of 
this  law,  and  ehowa  its  total  incompetency  to  justify  the 
proceedings  of  the  colonial  authorities  in  relation  to  theso 
cases.  It  may  then  fairly  be  assumed  that  slavery,  not 
being  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  Government 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  but  protected  by  both,  and 
Great  Britain  having  no  right  to  extend  her  laws  beyond 
her  territories,  (except  as  regards  her  own  subjects,)  and 
not  intending  that  her  act  of  West  India  emancipation 
should  be  so  regarded,  the  proceedings,  in  these  cases,  of 
her  colonial  authorities,  were  unauthorized  and  illegal, 
and  the  indemnity  asked  of  his  Majesty's  Government  both 
equitable  and  just.  Here  iho  argument  on  the  question 
of  power  might  safely  be  concluded,  but  the  undersigned 
wishes  to  consider  it  under  the  most  favorable  light  in  which 
it  can  be  placed  for  those  who  justify  the  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  authorities. 

Let  it  then  be  conceded,  for  purposes  of  illustration,  that 
the  colonial  authorities  had  the  right  of  liberating  American 
slaves  seeking  the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  or  carried 
within  her  dominions,  it  is  yet  maintained  that,  before  the 
jurisdiction  can  attach,  the  possession  of  the  slaves  must 
have  been  acquired  rightfully,  and  not  in  violation  oi  any 
of  the  principles  of  public  law,  or  the  usages  of  civil 
nations.    Let  these  cases  be  tested  by  this  standard. 

These  vessels,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  belonged, 
their  cargoes,  to  a  nation  at  peace  with  Great 
They  were  engaged  in  transporting  from  one  part  to  an- 
other of  their  own  country,  the  property  of  its  own  citizens. 
That,  by  the  lawa  of  that  country,  and  of  the  several  Slates, 
the  right  of  transporting  their  slaves  is  especially  protected 
and  guarded.  That  these  vessels,  sailing  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations  and  existing  commercial  treaties, 
suffered  shipwreck,  under  the  most  appalling  circumstances, 
upon  the  British  coast.  The  cases  are  purged  of  any  in- 
tentional violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  by  clear 
and  irrefragable  proofs.  Their  avowed  destination  was  to 
iho  United  States.  They  were  seized  by  British  wreckers, 
in  an  open  sea,  and  carried  into  port.  The  protests  of  the 
masters  were  disregarded ;  the  complaints  of  the  commercial 
agents  treated  with  contempt,  and  the  slaves  liberated. 
Can  the  acts  of  these  wreckers,  in  seizing  these  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  be  made  to  affect  their  innocent  owners  ? 
Are  they  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  acta  of  British  sub- 
jects !  Would  it  he  just  to  visit  upon  the  owners  of  prop- 
erty, under  such  circumstances,  the  sins  of  others,  or  the 
acta  of  God  !  But  if  these  vessels  had  been  engaged  in  a 
trade  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  municipal  laws 
of  their  own  country,  and  consequently  subject,  by  the 
public  law,  to  seizure  and  confiscation  by  Great  Britain,  or 
her  colonial  authorities,  coming  under  other  circumstances 
into  their  power.-  yet,  did  not  the  simple  fact  of  having  ob- 
d  possession  of  them,  through  the  means  of  shipwreck 
necessity,  interpose  a  barrier  against  the  exercise  of 
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And  how  strongly  i«  inch  « 
by  the  doctrines  of  public 


i  of  the  world,  at  all 

and  under  all  circumstances 
sacred  and  of  binding  force  I 
claim  of  protecUon  illustrated 

law,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nationa  in  relation  to  a 
atate  of  war.  After  a  declaration  of  war,  Vat  1*1  declare* 
that  the  aovereign  cannot  detain  the  persons  or  property  of 
the  subject*  of  the  enemy  who  are  within  his  dominion*  at 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war,  but  is  bound  to  allow 
thetn  time  to  withdraw;  and  if,  after  reasonable  time  al- 
lowed, tbev  are  detained  by  insurmountable  impediments, 
as  sick  net*  and  the  like  causes,  the  time  must  be  ei  tended. 
Hence,  teo,  the  tribunals  of  the  law  of  nations,  before  they 
have  enforced  the  principles  of  blockade,  have  uniformly 
admitted  that,  if  a  party  bo  led  into  the  blockaded  port  by 
some  accident  which  he  could  not  control,  or  for  want  of 
some  information  which  he  could  not  obtain,  he  shall  be 
excused,  and  suffered  to  depart.  Nor  is  this  doctrine  of 
extending  protection  to  the  shipwrecked  and  unfortunate 
unknown  to  Ureal  Britniu.  Sl»e  baa,  herself,  consecrated 
it  in  her  practice,  under  the  most  rigid  system  of  her  block- 
ade and  prise  laws.  In  proof  of  this,  the  undersigned  will 
content  himself  with  referring  to  a  single  and  leading  case. 
In  the  ca*o  of  the  Diana,  the  council,  in  1800,  restored  an 
enemy'*  ship  for  the  single  reason  that  she  had  been  com- 
pelled to  enter  the  port  by  stress  of  weather,  and  to  avoid 
sh'pwreck.  Upon  that  occasion  the  Attorney  General  said, 
"I  should  equally  fall  in  my  respect  to  myself  and  to  the 
council  before  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  Gov- 
ernment, were  I  not  to  maintain  a  principle  consecrated 
by  our  laws,  and  those  of  all  nations."  So,  too,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beott,  in  another  case,  declared  "  that  an  imperative, 
overruling  compulsion  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  such  as 
continued  gale  or  shipwreck,  will  always  excuse."  If, 
then,  this  doctrine  of  humanity  is  to  be  respected  and  en- 
forced upon  the  subject  of  blockade  (the  most  severe  and 
harsh  in  its  operation  of  any  in  the  whole  code  of  public 
law)  in  the  case  of  a  common  enemy,  with  what  peculiar 
force  is  it  applicable  to  two  na'ions  situated  as  Great  Britain 
and  America  now  are !  There  is  believed  to  be  no  warrant 
for  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  opinion  of  any  respectable  writer  upon  public  law  5 
no  written  or  recorded  precedent  in  the  practice  of  any  of 
the  civilised  uations  of  the  world.  Shall  the  barbarous 
practice  of  ancient  time*,  "which  took  that  which  the  tem- 
pest spared,*'  l>e  again  revived  !  f*hall  misfortune  and  ship- 
wreck he  considered  criminal,  and  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  hospitality  oi  a  friendly  nation  be  punished  by  forfeit- 
ure and  confiscation!  Will  a  nation,  standing  so  pre-em- 
inently liigh  as  Great  Britain,  lend  its  sanction  to  doctrines 
condemned  alike  by  reason  and  justice;  by  that  law  which 
flows  from  and  is  founded  on  them;  and  by  the  universal 
voice  of  overy  civilized  nation — doctrines  which  received  the 
and  reprobation,  in  the  face  of  the 
1  world,  of  her  own  high  tribunala !  That  it  will  not, 
the  undersigned  will  not  permit  himself  for  a  moment  to 
doubt.  So  much  aa  to  the  general  principles  involved  in 
these  claims.  Before,  however,  closing  the  discussion, 
(upon  which,  perhaps,  be  has  dwelt  too  long,)  the  under- 
signed  will  take  occasion  to  offer  a  single  remark  upon  the 
course  which  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  hav* 
felt  it  their  duty  to  take  upon  the  subject  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  He  is  aware,  aa  is  probably  Lord  Palmeraton, 
that  there  ia  supposed  to  exist  some  degree  of  inconsistency 
between  the  measures  taken  by  the  American  Government 
for  the  abolitiou  of  that  trade,  and  the  doctrines  which  it 
now  maintains ;  but  is  there,  in  truth,  any  color  for  such 
an  imputation  1  That  the  Government  of  the  United  Stated 
have  used  all  the  ineaua  in  its  power,  consistently  with 
the  constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  confederated  .States, 
to  abolish  this  trade,  is  most  true;  but  it  has  been  done 
alone  by  the  force  of  municipal  law*  and  regulations.  They 


it  to  their  own  citizens  by  penal 
but  made  it  a  high  crim- 
ioal  oflonce,  and  punished  it  a*  piracy.  The  existence  of 
domestic  slavery  in  the  United  Slates  forms  no  excuse  for 
szlending  the  guilt  or  misery  of  the  African  slave  trade.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  are  upbraiding  too 
United  States  with  inconsiatoncy,  that  slavery  was  intro- 
duced among  them  during  their  colon iaJ  dependence,  and 
against  the  solemn  remonstrances  of  their  legislative  coun- 
cil*. America  did  not  introduce  it.  There  is  no  nation, 
then,  that  has  any  right  to  reproach  her  for  supposed  in- 
consistency in  ber  honest  efforts  to  extirpate  the  slave  trade 
whilst  she  yet  tolerates  domestic  slavery.  The  hut  i*  a 
matter  not  for  other  tuitions,  but  for  herself  alone ;  and,  as 
to  the  first,  the  under wgned  will  take  occasion  to  say  thai, 
whilst  many,  nay,  most  of  the  civilised  nations  of  the 
world  were  engaged  iu  this  odious  trnllie,  and  whilst  it  was 
sanctioned  by  most  of  the  nations  having  colonies,  and  who 
cn^nged  in  it  as  a  commercial  business,  America  led  the 
way,  and  was  foremost  among  all  Christendom  in  adopting 
and  enforcing  the  most  rigorous  measures  for  its  final  over- 
throw. In  resisting,  then,. the  right  of  bis  Majesty's  colo- 
nial authorities  to  confiscate  the  property  of  its  citizens, 
snd  supporting  their  claims  for  indemnity,  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States  are  not  only  consist 
ling  the  highest  obligations  of  duty ;  and  the 
wishes  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  his  Government, 
in  the  course  which  it  is  taking  upon  this  subject,  disclaim! 
any  wish  of  connecting  it  with  the  policy  of  the  two  coun- 
tries upon  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade.  He  feels  justified,  then,  in  solemnly  and  confidently 
asset  ting  that  tbe  course  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
•Stale*  in  relation  to  this  subject,  affords  no  just  ground  for 
any  supposed  imputation  of  inconsiatency.  Thus  much 
the  undersigned  ha*  felt  it  bis  duty  to  say,  in  vindication 
of  bia  Government,  upon  the  subject;  if  he  had  said  less, 
that  duly  would  have  reproached  htm. 

Upon  the  character  of  the  indemnity,  and  amount  of 
compensation,  it  will  not  be  nccear-ary  at  thia  time  to  &ay 
any  thing.  That  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  become  a  sub- 
ject of  negotiation,  after  the  principles  involved  shall  have 
been  settled.  Should  however  his  Majesty's  Government 
finally  determine  to  make  eomiwusatiun,  rather  than  re- 
turn tbe  slaves,  or  should  the  return  of  the  slave*  become 
impracticable  under  any  implied  faith  which  may  hare 
been  pledged  to  the  alaves  by  the  colonial  authorities,  then, 
the  undersigned  presumes  (in  the  absence  of  any  specific 
instructions  from  his  Government  on  the  subject)  that  the 
violation  of  any  such  pledge  will  not  be  required  either  by 
the  claimants  or  his  Government ;  but  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments can  he  mails  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  slim*, 
and  the  injuries  sustained,  and  such  compensation  accepted 
as  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  eases  may  justify. 

Tbe  undersigned  ha*  now  had  the  honor  of 
to  Lord  Palmerston  the  views  which  have  1 
selves  to  his  mind  upon  this  important  subject.  He  baa 
endeavored  to  urgetbum  in  a  manner  due  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject  and  the  interest*  and  leelings  of  his  own 
country,  and  with  sentiments  of  profound  respect  for  his 

is  the  subject 
Palmerston,  tbe  under- 
signed feel*  assured  tbat  a  mind  leas  liberal  and  enlightened 
than  his  lordship's  will  perceive,  Jtot  only  the  deep  inter- 
est which  the  subjec  t  |mihscj>scs  but  the  just  grounds  upon 
which  the  claims  for  indemnity  rest,  and  that  these  will 
constitute  a  sufficient  motive  with  his  lordship  to  employ 
bis  interposition  with  his  Majesty's  Government  for  their 
spoedy  adjustment,  in  tbe  msnner  best  adapted  to  its  ac- 
complishment As  the  Government  of  tbe  United  ©tale* 
expects  Irom  the  uudtraigncd  an  early  communication  upon 
the  subject,  he  feels  assured  that  bis  lordship  will  take 

to  fulfil  tbe  expectation  in  a  < 


^  W*  J  I     %MMW%M       »•  •  »*•      VVlfMSUVIIM*  VI  VIVIVUI 

Majesty's  Government.  In  forbearing  to 
further  upon  the  attention  of  Lord  Palme 
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actory  manner.  Tha  undersigned,  however,  cannot  con- 
sent to  close  thU  note  without  again  expressing  lo  Lord 
Palmerston  the  full  confidence  which  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  State*  feel*,  not  only  in  the  disposition  of  hia 
Majesty'*  Government  to  do  justice  to  thews  claims,  hut  in 
its  sincere  wi«h  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  and,  if  the  efforts  of  the  undersigned  in 
the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  interesting  sub- 
ject  shall  be  crowned  with  success,  it  will  give  him  a 
source  of  high  and  durable  pleasure. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  avail*  himself  of  the  occasion 
to  renew  to  Lord  Palmerston  the  assurance  of  hia 
distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevniton  to  Mr.  For$yth* 
dated  August  22,  1836. 

As  yet  I  have  received  no  answer  from  ray  communica- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Apart 
from  the  intrinsic  difficulties  which  the  subject  itself  at  the 
pre«ent  moment,  presents  to  the  ministry,  arising  out  of 
public  sentiment,  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  and  the 
pres.*  of  interesting  a  flairs  which  continually  demand  the 
attention  oi  the  cabinet  have  probably  contributed  to  delay 
the  answer.  As  most  of  the  ministers  have  left  town  for 
the  country,  nothing  will  be  done,  I  presume,  until  they 
return  in  the  fall.  I  shall  not  fail  to  renew  the  subject  at  a 
proper  time,  and  press  its  decision. 


due  to  our  own.  I  presume  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  this 
note.  •••••• 

Should  the  delay  continue,  and  the  President  or  your*elf 
wish  any  other  and  stronger  step  to  he  taken,  I  shall  expect 
to  be  advised  on  the  subject,  and  the  degree  of  urgency  that 
I  am  to  adopt.  I  pray,  therefore,  lo  be  honored  with  your 
instructions. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Steventon  to  Mr.  Fortyth, 
dated  October  5,  1836. 

I  have  yet  received  no  answer  to  my  communication 
upon  the  subject  of  the  shipwrecked  slaves.  Indeed  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  ministers  are  so  frequently  out  of 
town,  and  the  opportunities  of  having  decisions  of  the 
Government  upon  important  questions  so  rare,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say  when  an  answer  may  be  expected,  t  shall 
continue,  however,  to  urge  the  importance  of  an  early  and 
final  decision,  and  especially  before  the  ensuing  session  of 
Congress. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  fxom  Mr.  Steventon  to  Mr.  Fonyth, 
dated  November  19,  1836. 

to  my  note  about 


No  answer  has  yet 
the  shipwrecked  slaves, 
expected.    As  soon  aathe  ministers 
town  I  will  again  call  the  attention  of  the 
the  subject  and  urge  a  decision. 


can  I  say  when  one  may  be 
rasters  of  the  cabinet  return  to 


to 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Stevei  uon  to  Mr.  Fortvtk. 
dated  December  14,  183G. 

I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of  receiving,  before 
this  time,  an  answer  to  my  last  communication  to  the  Gov- 
ernment here,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
aens  for  their  shipwrecked  slaves.  Having  been  disap- 
pointed in  this,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  any  thing  boing 
done,  I  determined  to  make  another  effort,  and  accordingly 
addressed,  yesterday,  to  Lord  Palmerston,  a  note  on  the 
subject,  urging  the  necessity  of  a  decision,  and  desiring  to 
know  when  one  might  l<o  expected.  I  transmit  herewith 
a  copy  of  my  note,  by  which  you  will  see  that  I  have 
pressed  the  subject  with  the  earnestness  and  in  the  manner 
that  the  character  of  the  delay  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  has  taken  place  required.  Indeed,  after  a  delay 
of  so  many  years  in  the  adjustment  of  mere  private  claims, 
amounting  almost  to  a  denial  of  justice,  1  deemed  it  proper 
to  make  my  r 
with  delicacy 


to  make  my  note  as  short  as  I  could  well  do,  consistently 
liency  to  the  Government  here  and  the  self  respect 


'Vol.  XIV.— A  35 


Mr.  Steventon  to  Lord  Palmertton. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  agam 
to  call  the  attention  of  Lord  Palmerston,  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  8tate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the 
several  communications  heretofore  made  to  hia  Majesty's 
Government  in  behalf  of  the  claims  of  certain  citizens  of 
the  United  States  for  injuries  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  colonial  : 
lies  of  the  Bahamas. 

By  reference  lo  these  communications,  it  will  be  i 
that  the  first  of  these  claims  was  presented  to  the  consider- 
ation of  his  Majesty'a  Government  as  carlv  as  February, 
1632,  and  the  last  of  them  as  far  back  as  May,  1835,  and 
that  more  than  four  months  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
note  which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
Itord  Palmerston  was  received,  to  which  no  answer  has 
yet  been  given.  Having  in  that  communication  expressed 
to  his  lordship,  as  he  was  instructed  to  do,  the  disappoint- 
ment and  regret  with  which  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  hia 
Majesty's  Government,  in  deciding  these  claims,  had 
been  regarded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  confident  expectation  entertained  by  the  President 
that  no  further  delay  would  he  sbffered,  but  that  an  eat  In- 
decision of  them  would  be  made,  the  undersigned  had 
flattered  himself  with  the  hope  that  he  should  not  only  be- 
fore this  lime  have  been  honored  with  an  answer  to  hia 
communication,  but  that  he  should  have  had  it  in  his  pow- 
er to  have  communicated  to  his  Government  the  gratifying 
intelligence  of  the  final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
whole  subject.  Disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, the  undersigned  feels  himself  constrained,  as  well  by 
considerations  of  what  is  due  to  the  claimant*  as  a  sense 
of  duty  to  his  Government,  to  mske  another,  and,  he 
hopes,  more  successful  appeal  to  the  candor  and  justice  of 
his  Majesty's  Government.  In  doing  so  the  undcriigned 
will  abstain  from  entering  into  any  further  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  these  claims,  or  of  (he  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  authorities  under  which  the  injuries  for  which  in- 
demnity is  asked  were  committed.  This  has  been  too 
fully  and  recently  done,  both  by  the  undersigned  and  his 
predecessors,  to  render  a  recapitulation  either  necessary  or 
proper.  The  undersigned  will,  therefore,  content  himself 
with  again  inviting  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  subject,  in  a  confident  hope  that  (he  difficul- 
ties which  have  heretofore  prevented  an  earlier  decision  of 
thecc  claims  will  be  removed,  and  a  speedy  adjustment  of 
them  be  promptly  made. 

That  his  Majesty's  Goyernmeut  arc  sincerely  desirous  to 
do  impartial  justice  to  these  claim*,  a*  well  as  avoid,  with 
scrupulous  regard,  all  unnecessary  delay  in  their  settle- 
ment, the  undersigned  will  readily  admit ;  but,  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  fully  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  principles  involved  in  them,  or  of  the  in- 
jurious consequences  which  have  resulted  from  the  delay 
in  their  final  disposition,  he  must  be  pcnnilted  to  doubt. 

Of  tho  character  and  consequences,  however,  of  the  pro- 
tracted delay  which  has  taken  place,  the  undersigned  will 
forbear  to  speak.  Sensible  as  he  is  of  the  various  and  im- 
portant matters  which  must  necessarily  demand  the  time 
and  attention  of  his  Majesty'a  Government,  the  undersign- 
ed has  supposed  it  not  improbable  that  the  subject  of  these 
may  have  been  regarded  ee  matters  o"  secondary 
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consideration,  and  have,  consequently,  been  postponed  far 
other  more  pressing  concern*  by  his  Majesty's  Government. 
It  in  in  this  view  thnt  the  undersigned  fids  himself  justified 
in  again  inviung  tho  attention  of  Lord  Palmcrsion  to  the 
subject,  and  making  another  apuc.il  to  the  justice  of  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  begs  h  ave  respectfully  to 
renew  to  Lord  Pahnernton  hi*  entreaties  for  an  early  and 
amicable  adjustment  of  these  elaimf,  and  to  request  hi* 
lordship  to  place  before  his  Majesty's  Government  the  as- 
surance that,  whilst  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  continue  to  regard  with  profound  regret  and  in- 
creased sensibility  any  further  delay  in  this  matter,  it  yet 
entertnios  the  confident  expectation  that  his  Majesty's 
Government,  aenaible  of  the  high  obligations  it  owes  as 
well  to  itself  as  to  the  United  Slates,  will  not  longer  con- 
rent  to  postpone  the  decision  of  a  subject  which  has  been 
for  so  many  years  under  its  consideration,  and  the  effect 
of  which  can  l>e  none  other  than  to  throw  not  only  addi- 
tional impediments  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  and  in- 
crease those  feelings  or  dissatisfaction  and  irritation  which 
have  already  been  excited,  hut,  by  possibility,  tend  to  dis- 
turb and  weaken  the  kind  and  amicable  relations  which 
now  so  happily  suhsint  between  tho  two  countries,  and  on 
the  preservation  of  which  so  essentially  depend  the  inter- 
ests and  happiticts  of  both. 

Tho  pure  and  lofty  principles  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  never  cease  to  cherish  and  practise  in 
its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  its  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  as  well  as  justice  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, forbid  nny  apprehension  that  the  juut  expectation 
which  it  has  formed  of  an  immediate  and  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  these  claim*  by  his  Majesty's  Government  will 
not  be  promptly  met  and  fully  realized. 

At  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  expect  to  hear 
from  the  undersigned,  at  an  early  day,  upon  this  subject, 
and  may  wish  to  make  known  to  Congress  (now  in  ses- 
sion) the  present  state  of  the  negotiation,  the  undersigned 
prays  that  Lord  Palmerrton  will  have  the  goodness  to  in- 
form him  whether  his  Majesty's  Government  have  come 
to  any  decision  respecting  these  claims,  and,  if  not,  at 
what  time  one  may  be  expected. 

The  undersigned  requests  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept 
renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  respect  and  con- 
sideration. A.  STEVENSON. 

23  Pobtlasd  Peace,  December  13,  1836. 

■ 

DEPORTATION  OF  FOREIGN  PALTERS. 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to 
the  deportation  of  Paupers  from  Great  Britain,  <frc., 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  Ath 
July,  1836.    December  7,  1836. 


TniAsrnr  Dkr»RTMt*T,  December  7,  1836. 

Sir:  In  eompliaucc  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
adopted  on  the  fourth  of  July  lust,  to  wit:  "That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  collected 
and  laid  before,  the  Senate,  ut  iu  next  session,  all  such 
facts  and  information  a*  can  be  obtained  through  the  cus- 
tom-house*, or  from  any  other  sources,  respecting  the  de- 
portation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  places, 
ascertaining,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  what  countries  such 
person*  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  what  provision,  if  any, 
is  uiudo  for  their  future  support,"  1  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port, that  circulars  were  immediately  addressed  by  the  De- 
partment, upon  the  receipt  of  the  resolution,  to  such  of  the 
United  Suites  consuls  and  commercial  agents  abroad  aa 
were  supposed  most  likely  to  be  able  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation called  for.    A  copy  of  one  13  annexed,  (A.).  Tbc 


collectors  of  the  principal  custom-houses  were  also  instruct- 
ed to  communicate  such  facU  in  relation  to  the  subject  as 
they  might  be  able  to  obtain  at  their  respective  ports.  The 
answers  to  these  inquiries  are  contained  in  the  papers  here- 
with transmitted,  numbered  from  I  to  19, 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 

To  the  lion.  Mabtix  Va*  Bob  ex, 

Vice  President  V.  S.  and  Pntideni  of  Senate. 

(A.) 

Circular  to  certain  Consuls  and  Commercial  agents  of 
the  United  States. 

Treasury  Depart* ext,  July  7,  1836. 

Sim  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  special  attention  to  the 
annexed  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Statca  on  the  fourth  of  ihc  present  month,  directing  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid 
before  that  body,  at  its  next  session,  information  respecting 
the  dc|>ortalion  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other 
places,  cVc.  Relieving  that  your  official  station  affords 
you  facilities  of  obtaining  important  information  upon  thia 
subject,  I  will  thank  you  to  procure,  from  authentic  sources, 
such  facts  relatiug  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  will  enable  this  Department  to  comply  with  the  di- 
rections of  the  Senate.  I  should  be  pleased  to  be  furnished 
with  your  answer  by  tho  first  of  November  next. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Uxited  States  Coxsut  at  . 

I*  Sexats  op  the  Uxited  States,  July  *,  1836. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury  be  direct- 
ed to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  lite  Seriate,  at 
its  next  session,  all  such  facts  and  informal iou  as  can  be 
obtained  through  the  custom-bouse,  or  from  other  sources, 
respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain 
and  other  places,  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  ]K>*sihle  to  what 
countries  such  persons  are  sent,  where  landed,  and  what 
provision,  if  any,  is  made  for  their  future  support- 
Attest:  WALTER  LO*WRIE,  Secretary. 

No.  1. 

U.nixeo  States  Consulate, 

Bremen^  September  6,  183G."3 
Sir:  I  hnve  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  esteemed  circular  of  tho  7lh  July,  1836,  requesting 
information  respecting  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great 
Britain  and  other  places,  dec.  I  am  aorry  that  the  informa- 
tion desired  is  not  to  be  procured  from  authentic  source*; 
for,  properly  speaking,  it  cannot  be  said  that  paupers  are 
deported  from  Germany,  though  it  may  sometimes  (bat 
very  rarely)  be  the  ea«e  that  families,  almoners,  and  civil 
authorities,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  burdensome  fellow  or 
troublesome  subject,  pay  what  is  necessary  for  such  m  per- 
son to  cross  the  Atlantic.  But,  among  the  German  emi- 
grants, a  great  number  of  which  annually  embark,  at  thia 
port,  atid  who  nearly  all  go  to  the  United  Stales,  there  are 
many  persons  and  families  who,  when  they  have  paid  for 
the  passage,  have  little  or  no  money  left,  and  probably 
many  of  them,  on  arriving  in  the  United  States,  are  quite 
destitute  of  all.  The  different  Governments  of  Germany 
are,  in  general,  not  much  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  emi- 
gration since  several  years  predominant  in  Germany,  and, 
as  is  said,  try  by  all  means  to  keep  their  subjects  at  home. 
The  emigrants  very  often  loudly  and  bitterly  complain  that 
the  itaid  Govern  menu,  before  ibey  give  to  people  the  per* 
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mission  to  depart,  pttt  a*  many  obstacles  as  possible  in  the 
way  of  the  persons  who  intend  to  emigrate.  Such  emi- 
grants, as  I  hear,  mutt  usually  prove  to  tbeir  Government* 
that  they  have  money  enough  to  pay  for  their  travelling 
ex  pen  its  and  for  their  passage,  the  said  Governments  be- 
ing afraid  that  tho  emigrants  may,  by  travelling;  uselessly, 
spend  their  little  fortune,  and  then  return  and  come  on  the 
charge  of  tho  community ;  and  tho  emigrant*  are  therefore 
obliged  to  renounce  and  give  up  all  their  rights  as  natives 
of  the  country.  After  the  emigrants  have  got  the  permis- 
sion to  emigrate,  and  set  out,  then  their  former  Govern- 
ments do  not  further  care  for  them. 

The  letters  or  circulars  addressed  to  the  United  8lates 
consul  at  Hamburg,  Munich,  Leipzic,  ami  Cassel,  which 
were  sent  to  me  witb  the  said  circular  of  tbe  7th  July  last, 
enclosed  in  the  same  envelope,  have  immediately  been  put 
into  the  post  office. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BOHME,  for 
Joshua  Dodus. 

The  Hon.  Liti  Woonarnv, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

No.  2. 

Co  .V* l' LATE  OF  THE  U.  8.  A., 

Hesse  Cassel,  Sept.  8,  1836. 
HoxomABT.c  aia  :  I  beg  leave  to  report,  in  conformity 
to  your  honor's  circular  of  the  7lh  July  hut,  that,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  none  of  the  German  Gov- 
ernments have  caused,  or  even  indirectly  sanctioned,  any 
deportation  of  their  pun  pern ;  on  the  contrary,  tbeir  laws 
and  finances  forbid  such  operation. 

The  only  forced  deportation  which  has  come  to  mv 
knowledge  is  from  tho  free  I lanseatic  town  of  Hamburg, 
the  Government  of  which  deporU,  from  time  to  time,  those 
criminals  who  have  been  either  condemned  for  life  or  a 
long  period.  They  give  them  the  choice  either  to  endure 
their  time  or  to  emigrate ;  in  which  case  the  Government 
pays  their  passage.  A  number  of  thcin  have  been  sent  to 
New  York,  and  thin  year  to  Brazil. 

The  great  nuinlwr  of  (icrtnan  paupers  in  (he  United 
States  arises  from  the  low  rate  of  passage  money  which  of 
late  had  c  I  luted.  Steerage  passengers  were  taken  last 
spring  from  Bremen,  and  found  with  good  provisions,  at 
$16  each  grown  person.  This  price  the  Bremen  ship- 
owners could  only  afford  by  carrying  always  a  large  num- 
ber, to  obtain  which  they  had  their  agents  all  over  the 
interior  of  Germany,  and  induced  the  lower  class,  who 
live  in  a  very  impoverished  state,  to  emigrate,  by  making 
them  believe  that  labor  was  so  much  demanded  in  tho  Uni- 
ted States  that  any  able-bodied  man  could  earn,  as  soon  ns 
landed,  $'i  a  day.  Young  and  old,  healthy  and  sickly, 
thought  now  of  nothing  but  to  emigrate ;  every  sacrifice 
was  made ;  even  their  cMIies  were  sold,  and,  if  this  did  not 
suffice,  the  balance  begged  ;  and  nil  those  who  could  Rcrnpe 
together  enough  to  pny  tbeir  parage  went  to  the  United 
Slates,  where  the  majority  landed  penniless,  and  a  great 
number  of  them,  consisting  of  old  people,  women,  mid 
children,  unaHe  to  work,  as  the  German  Government  dor* 
not  allow  their  young  men  to  emigrate  until  they  have  ful- 
filled their  military  obligation.  This  traffic  on  the  part  of 
the  Bremen  ship-owners  will  continue  a*  long  as  the  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  do  not  miike  their  masters  liable  for 
the  support  of  the  passengers  which  they  bring  to  the  I 'iff. 
ted  States,  and  our  shores  will  be  filled  so  long  with  pau- 
pers of  ail  kinds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  tho  honorable  Secretary's  most 
obedient  servant,  CH  ARLES  ORAEBE. 

Hon.  I.bti  WoonBniT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  3. 

CoxsriATR  or  the  U.  S.  A., 

Dublin,  September  1,  183fi. 
i :  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  7lh  ul- 


Sn 


tim> 


in  whtcn  vou 


direct  m v  attention  to  a  resolution 


adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales  on  tbe  4th  of 
July,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to 
be  collected  and  laid  before  that  body,  at  it*  next  session, 
information  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  frotm 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  dec,  and  requesting  tba  I 
would  procure,  from  authentic  sources,  such  facts  relating 
to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  as  will  en  able 
your  Department  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  tho 
Senate. 

Your  letter  contain)  a  copy  of  tho  resolution  to  which 
it  refers,  and,  having  carefully  perused  the  same,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  in  reply,  that  if  the  word  "  pauper"  is  in- 
tended to  refer  to  that  description  of  persons  so  termed  in 
England  as  being  entitled  to  relief  from  the  parish,  having 
no  poor  laws  in  this  country,  we  arc,  of  course,  without 
any  such  persons  in  Ireland. 

Our  poor  in  this  country  are  very  poor  indeed — so  po<  r 
as  to  be  altogether  without  the  means  of  support,  even  for 
a  few  days,  and,  consequently,  totally  unable  to 
the  cost  of  transit  to  a  foreign  country. 

The  population  of  Ireland  being  very  great,  and  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  wages  of  labor  being  very  low,  emigra- 
tion has  prevailed  to  much  greater  extent  than  in  England 
or  Scotland. 

After  having  made  strict  inquiry  on  the  subject,  I  can- 
uot  ascertain  that  any  fund  has  been  established  by  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  public  body  or  body  of  individuals,  for  the 
de[K>rt.ttion  of  emigrants,  nnd  I  am  of  opinion  that  none 
such  exists ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occur- 
rence for  individuals  possessed  of  lar^e  landed  properties 
in  this  country,  being  desirous  to  thin  or  lessen  the  popu- 
lation on  their  estates,  and  to  inereaso  the  size  of  their 
farms  by  throwing  scvcral'small  holdings  into  one,  to  ngrto 
with  such  tenants  to  pay  the  expense  of  their  passage  to 
America.  The  numl»cr  so  deported,  however,  is  not  con- 
siJerable,  and  has  not,  at  this  port,  exceeded  live  or  sit 
hundred  in  the  last  five  or  six  yc-trs,  and  they  have  been 
provided,  I  understand,  with  a  few  pounds  ea.  h,  with  a 
view  to  thnir  support,  until  they  could  procure  labor,  after 
their  arrival. 

Of  those  who  emigrate  to  America  from  this  country,  I 
should  think  nineteen -twentieth*  embark  for  Canada,  what 
ever  their  ultimate  destination  may  be.  This  is  attribute 
ble,  in  a  great  measure  to  tbe  low  charge  for  passage  from 
hence  to  Quebec,  compared  with  that  from  the  United 
States,  the  former  being  twenty-five  to  thirty  shillings  for 
adults,  the  latter  about  five  pounds;  and  this  great  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  abundance  of  tonnage  leaving  Ireland 
in  ballast  for  Canada,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the 
comparative  scarcity  of  vessels  for  the  United  States,  and 
to  ennrttnent*  contained  in  the  passenger  act*  of  the  re- 
spective nations.  By  the  English  act,  vessels  are  allowed 
to  carry  three  adult  p.wcngers  for  every  five  tons  register 
tonnage  of  the  vessel ;  two  iwrsons  undor  fouiteen  years  ere 
counted  as  one  adult,  and  three  persons  under  seven  years 
of  age  are  counted  as  one  adult :  whilst,  by  the  foiled 
States  art,  only  two  |>ersons  for  every  five  tons  are  allowed, 
ami  infants  are  counted  the  same  as  adults. 

I  may  also  remark  that,  tor  some  years  past,  tho  direct  in- 
tercourse h 'tween  this  port  and  the  United  States  has  great- 
ly fallen  off,  in  consequence  of  the  very  easy  and  constant 
communication  kept  up  from  hence  by  steam  navigation 
to  Liverpool,  from  whence  supplies  of  United  State*  pro* 
duce  are  imported  on  such  terms  and  in  such  quantities  n.i 
suit  the  immediate  wants  ot  the  consumers.  We  ennss- 
qucni'y  have  few  American  vessels  coming  to  this  port, 
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and  {hone  who  arc  desirous  to  embark  for  the  United  Stales 
are  obliged  to  proceed,  in  the  Ant  instance,  to  Liverpool : 
this  precludes  inc  from  forming  any  accurate  idea  of  the 
numbers  which  proceed  from  hi-ncc  to  the  United  States. 
But  this  fact  is  not,  perhaps,  of  importance  in  your  inqui- 
ry, at  those  proceeding  via  Liverpool  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, not  only  far  from  being  paupers,  hut,  in  my  opinion, 
may  be  considered  the  best  of  our  agricultural  population, 
being  persons  who,  hy  their  own  industry,  having  accu- 
mulated sufficient  means  t»  pay  the  coat  of  transporting 
themselves  and  their  families,  and  very  frequently  taking 
out  considerable  property  along  with  them. 

The  information  procurable  at  our  custom-house  would 
not  tend  to  'throw  any  light  on  the  subject  under  investi- 
gation, as  their-  reporta  merely  give  the  number  of  emigrant* 
in  each  year,  without  any  reference  to  rank  or  station  in 
f^oeiety. 

If  you  require  and  point  ot$  any  further  information,  I 
ahall  be  roost  happy  to  procure  it  for  you,  if  in  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, THOMA8  WIL80N. 

To  Levi  Wooi>bcbt,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mo.  4. 

CojracLATI  OF  TH«  I'-VITBD  CiTATM, 

Belfast,  September  1.  1836 
8in :  In  reply  to  your  "circular  to  certain  ronsuls," 
eke.  under  date  of  7tb  July,  respecting  the  deportation  of 
paupers,  I  beg  to  state  that  there  are  no  paupers  deported 
by  the  public  aulhoritiea  from  within  my  consular  district. 
I  however  may  remark  that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
emigrants  who  leave  here  for  the  United  States,  Canada, 
Ac,  are  supposed  to  do  so  with  little  or  no  property  be- 
yond their  sea-stock,  and  consequently  land  abroad  nearly 
or  wholly  destitute.  Of  the  number  of  these,  or  the  amount 
of  their  provision  or  property,  if  they  have  uny,  thero  arc 
no  means  of  gaining  any  correct  information  or  estimate, 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  emigrating  as  private  indi- 
viduals, on  their  own  resources. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeclfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMA8  W.  GILPIN. 
The  Hon.  Secrktart  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  5. 

I'autkd  States  Cosm-lait., 

Rotterdam,  September  I'd,  1836. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  10th  instant, 
circular  of  7th  July  la*t,  accompruiing  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the-  (Senate  of  the  United  State*,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  laid  before  that 
body,  at  its  next  session,  information  respecting  the  deporta- 
tion of  paupers  from  Great  Britain  and  other  places,  dec.  In 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  deportation  of  paupers  has  taken 
place  from  this  country.  The  passengers  from  hence  lo  the 
United  8tates  are  chiefly 


rily,  and  at  ihrir  »wn  expense;  although  many  of  them 
have  bwt  jurt  the  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  voy- 
age, an  iTure  destitute  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  Stole*. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 

J.  WAMBER81E, 
I'm  ted  State*  Consul. 

The  Hon.  Levi  W  uonnrnr, 

Secretary  of  the  Trcanury. 

No.  fi. 

C'<»>»t  LATfc  IIP  U.  S.  Ill  AxiHUA, 

Londonderry,  (Ireland,)  September  19,  IS36. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 


Sir 


your  letter  of  the  7lh  of  July  l  ist,  requesting  to  bo  informed 
as  to  toe  deportation  of  paupers  Irom  Great  Britain  and 


There  haa  been,  for  many  yeera  past,  and  still  continues, 
a  Urge  emigration  from  this  port  to  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  to  the  British  sell  laments  in  North 
America;  and,  from  my  knowledge  on  the  subject,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  description  of  persons  who 
generally  embark  for  tha  United  States  from  this  port  ore 
of  good  character,  in  comfortable  circumstance*,  and  cer- 
tainly many  degrees  removed  from  paupers. 

On  the  contrary,  the  greater  number  of  the  persona  who 
embark  for  the  British  settlements,  on  account  of  the  cheap 
conveyance,  are  the  evil  and  ill-disposed,  who  will  not  do 
well  in  their  own  country,  and  the  landed  proprietors  are 
giad  to  get  rid  of  them,  which  they  do  by  paying  their 
passages,  and  laying  in  eufficient  provisions  for  the  voyage, 
totally  regardless  of  how  they  are  to  make  out  life  ou  their 
arrival. 

The  reason  why  North  America  ie  preferred,  is  on  ac- 
count of  the  cheapness  of  the  passage.  They  are,  there- 
fore, principnlly  all  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  moot  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  COR8CADEN. 
To  Ltri  Wood bcrt,  Eaq., 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  7.— (1.) 

Consulate  Office  U.  S.  A., 

Cove  of  Cork,  October  12,  1836. 

Sik  :  In  compliance  with  your  circular,  d-ilcd  7th  July 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  ibe  accompanying  list  of 
passengers  who  have-  emigrated  from  this  port  to  North 
America  and  New  South  Wales  from  Jauuary  to  August, 
1836,  inclusive. 

The  information  in  respect  to  North  America,  I  have 
been  favored  with  by  Lieutenant  Friend,  R.  N.,  emigra- 
tion agent  at  Cork,  in  a  private  and  verbal  communication, 
declining,  at  tho  same  lime,  to  give  it  in  writing  without 
the  authority  of  the  board  ol  custom*  at  London.  The 
emigrants  to  North  America  did  not  receive  any  assistance, 
having  paid  for  their  own  deportation.  The  emigrants  to 
New  South  Wales  were  sent  out  by  Government,  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  colony  on  their  arrival. 

I  could  not  procure  the  returns  from  Limerick  or  Water- 
ford,  lite  dependencies  of  ibis  eonaulale:  and  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Waterford, 
herewith  sent,  which  will  exhibit  the  difficulty  there  is  in 
obtaining  the  "authentic"  information  required. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MURPHY, 

United  State*  Consul. 

Hon.  Ltvi  WoonavHT, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtasury. 

(«■) 

Watkhform,  October  .*),  IS.16 

•Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo.  In 
reply,  I  made  application  al  the  « ustom-house  lor  the  infor- 
mation you  required,  but  ibe  officers  decline  giving  the  re- 
turn without  permission  from  the  board  of  customs  in  Lon- 
don. They  slate  that  they  are  prohibited  from  giving  any 
returns  whatever  to  either  merchants,  aliip-owncrs,  or  oth- 
ers. In  consequence  of  their  declining  to  fcive  me  any  ill- 
formation  on  the  subject,  I  applied  to  different  ship-owner* 
and  agents  concerned  in  emigration,  but  could  obtain  no 
certain  or  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject  :  in  fact, 
some  of  them  actually  refused,  fearing  that  their  doing  so 
might  afford  the  means  of  injuring  themselves,  (amongtt 
others,  Mr.  I)  Curigvu  and  Mr.  J.  Penrose.)  I  wbouid  be 
happy  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  lo  oblige  you,  and  re- 
gret that  I  should,  in  the  present  instance,  be  unsuccess- 
ful: but  the  facl  of  ihc  matter  i*,  they  fcur  M>mo  intcrfcr- 
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j  in  their  passengers  trade,  and  are  extremely  jealous  of 

any  attempt  which  (nay  be  made  to  elicit  information. 

MATTHEW  FAKRELL. 

(3.) 

A  tut  of  emigrants,  and  vessels  in  which  tltey  toiled, 

from  Cork  to  North  America,  from  January  to  Au- 
gust included,  1886. 

Try-again,    -          -  for  New  York,  -  -  120 

Edwin,                  -  for  St.  John's,  N.  B.,  -  120 

Andromeda,  -          •  for  Quebec,  64 

Champlain,  -         -  for  St.  Andrew'*,  133 

Hibernis,      -          -  for  St.  John's,  -  -  122 

Penelope,     -          -  for  Quebec,      -  -  113 

Recovery,     -          -  for     do.         -  -  128 

Eliza  Ann,             -  for  St.  John's,  -  198 

Urania,       -          -  for  Quebec,      -  •  189 

Pallas,         -          -  for  St.  Andrew's,  -  201 

Lochiei,                 -  for  St.  John's,  97 

John  Easdale,          -  for  Quebec,      -  -  45 

Elizabeth,               -  for  Halifax,       -  -  82 

Barbadoea,    -          -  for  Quebec,      -  -  200 

Dominica,    •          -  for    do.          {~  -  232 

Henry,        •          -  for  8t.  John's,  73 

St.  Patrick,  -         -  for  Newfoundland  -  74 

Ponsalia,      -          -  for  Quebec,      -  -  201 

Kangaroo     -          -  for  St.  John's   -  -  98 

Bob  Logic,  •         •  for  Halifax,      -  -  83 

John  tc  Mary,        -  for  Quebec       -  -  130 

George,       •          -  for  St.  John's,  N.  B.,  -  111 

Clitus,        •          -  for  Bay  of  Chaleor,  -  lift 

Recovery,    -          -  for  8t.  Andrew's,  -  97 

Aid,          -         -  for  Bay  ofChaleur,  -  70 

Betsey  Heron,        -  for  Quebec,       -  -  149 

Abcrcromby,          -  for     do.          -  -  287 

Bumbury,              -  far  8t.  John's,    -  99 

Lady  Amherst,       •  for  St.  Andrew's,  -  7ft 

Frederick,   -         -  for      do.        -  -  13S 

Mary,         -          -  for  8t.  John's,    -  -  75 

Brisk,         -          -  for  Halifax,       -  -  71 

Tboe.  Worlhingtou,  for  Quebec,       •  •  312 

Barbadues,             -  for   do.           •  -  136 

Thomas  Handford,   -  for  8t  John's    -  -  HO 

Susan,        •          •  for     do.  79 

Sca-hursc,    -           -  for      do.           -  -  100 

Eliiabcth,    -          •  tor  Bay  of  Sort,  61 

Joseph  Wheeler,     -  for  Quebec,       -  -  115 


Total, 


•4,993 


Recovery, 


•    for  Quebec,       •  +183 

-  for     do.       *  -  -  fl28 

-  for  New  South  Wale*,    -  *340 

No.  8. 

Coxsvlats  or  the  Ukited  States, 

Glasgow,  August  29,  183«. 

8ta  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  circular  da- 
ted 7th  July,  with  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  re- 
specting the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain, 
die.  In  reply,  I  have  merely  to  say  that  the  deportation 
of  paupers  from  this  district  is  totally  unknown,  and  I  am 
confident  never  was  practised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  with  much  respeel 
moet  ol>edi«nt  servant, 

ALEXANDER  THOMSON. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbpbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  <rr. 


•  Men,  women,  aid 

♦  Kinigrams  from  Ywijhal, 


No.  9. 

Cohsulatk  or  the  Ujtitbo  Statm, 

Hamburg,  August  30,  1838. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  Treasury  circular  of  the  7th  and  resolution  of  the  Sen* 
ate  of  the  4th  ultimo,  regarding  the  deportation  of  paupers 
to  the  United  States.  I  never  have  had  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose persons  of  that  description  were  aent  from  this  city  or 
neighboring  towns  on  the  EIIm>,  and  from  the  inquiries  I 
hive  made  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  feel  convinced 
it  has  not  been  the  case,  and  that  nearly  all  the  emigrants 
embarking  from  the  Elbe  are  farmers  and  mechanics  from 
the  middle  and  south  of  Germany. 

With  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CUTHBERT. 

Hon.  Levi  Woobbvbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  4r. 

No.  11. 

Cossclatb  or  the  Uvited  States, 

Leith,  August  23,  1836. 

Sib  ;  On  the  8th  instant  I  was  honored  by  the  receipt 
of  your  circular  dated  the  7th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention 
to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  8 tales 
on  tho  4th  of  July  past,  and  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  there  are  not  any  paupers  transported 
from  this  or  the  neighboring  ports,  either  to  the  United 
States  or  any  other  country,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
children,  (six  boys  and  five  girls,)  aent  last  year  from  the 
charity  work-house  in  Edinburgh  to  the  British  settle- 
ments in  Upper  Canada,  and  they  were  apprenticed  to 
persons  who  were  ascertained  to  be  of  respectable  character 
and  in  good  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GRIEVE. 

Hon.  Lbvt  Wooddcbt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 

No.  12. 

Cossoiate  or  the  Uxiteii  States, 

Liverpool,  September  15,  1836. 
8ib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes 
that  you  cause  to  be  collected  all  such  facts  and  informa- 
tion as  can  fee  obtained  through  the  custom-house,  or  from 
other  sources,  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers  from 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  dec,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  you  the  result  of  my  investigstions  as  for  aa  re- 
late* to  this  port.  I  find  it  has  been  the  practice  with 
many  parishes,  for  some  years  past,  to  send  abroad  such  of 
their  superabundant  population  as  would  consent  to  go, 
and  although  there  has  never  been  a  restriction  as  to  the 
place,  they  have  invariably  preferred  the  United  Slates, 
and  ninety  out  of  a  hundred,  New  York.  Regular  con- 
tracts are  made  by  the  different  purUhes  with  passenger- 
brokers  at  this  place  to  ship  them:  the  extent  of  this  de- 
portation, however,  always  limited  in  comparison  with  the 
generol  emigration,  ha*  recently  bren  much  diminished, 
in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  increased  demand  for 
labor  and  the  genera]  prosperity  of  the  countrv.  Tho 
following  facts  are  oblai  ed  from  authentic  sources  and 
may  lie  relied  on.  In  all  instances  the  emigration  is  vol- 
untary, and  the  parish  U  not  relieved  by  it  from  its  obliga- 
tion of  support  should  the  individual  ever  return.  Con- 
victs are  never  sent,  nor  tho  inmates  of  work  houses,  nor 
those  who,  from  ago  or  decrepitude,  are  unable  to  support 
themselves.  Not  one  person  out  of  fifty  is  over  fifty  years 
old ;  they  are  generally  young  people  who  have  made  im- 
provident marriages,  and,  without  ostensible  means  of  sup- 
port, with  increasing  families,  are  likely  to  become  charge- 
able to  their  parish.    Ri-putcd  poacher*  arc  a  class  of  peo- 
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pie  frequently  sent  from  agricultural  district*,  and  out  of  at 
least  a  thousand,  of  various  descriptions,  shipped  off  by 
one  of  my  informants,  he  is  quite  sure  not  mure  than 
twenty  hive  over  returned.  Some  provision  is  always 
made  for  tbeir  immediate  support,  on  landing  it  their 
place  of  destination.  From  five  to  ten  pounds  is  paid  by 
the  shipping  agent  to  each  individual  on  the  vessel «  leav- 
ing port,  besides  tbeir  passages  being  paid  for,  and  their 
provisions  found  for  the  voyage. 

In  the  year  1S30,  the  emigration  from  this  port  to  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  sixteen  thousand ;  out  of 
which  about  six  hundred  were  sent  from  different  parishes. 
In  1832  there  were  about  five  hundred  sent  at  parish  ex- 
pense; siuce  when,  not  more  than  three  hundred  have 
gone  in  a  similar  way  in  any  one  year ;  arid  during  the 
la*t,  although  the  general  emigration  was  greater  than  at 
any  former  period,  out  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  thou- 
sand there  were  but  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  paupers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  FRANCIS  B.  OGDEN. 

Hon.  Lsvi  YVooubukt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  13. 

Co?S*ULATK  or  THE  UsiTKD  SrATlS, 

District  of  Kingtton-upon-Hu/l,  Leeds,  August  30.  1836. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  circular  of  the  7th  July,  requesting  information  as  to 
the  deportation  of  paupers  from  Great  Britain. 

I  have,  in  consequence,  been  making  particular  in- 
quiries on  the  subject  throughout  my  consular  district.  I 
find  that  no  list,  that  can  be  relied  on,  of  passengers  sail- 
ing from  Hull,  is  kept  at  the  custom-house,  wich  distin- 
guishes the  paupers  from  those  of  a  belter  class:  regular  ■ 
muster-rolls  are  kept,  but  tbo  parties  are  merely  described  ' 
by  their  names,  ages,  and  from  whence  they  come  and  oc- 
cupation. 

The  officers  of  the  customs  are  well  aware  that  paupers 
do  proceed,  both  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  it 
has  been  ad  milled  by  the  owners  of  several  vessels  suiting 
there,  that  their  passages  are  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the 
parishes  to  which  they  belong.  The  mode  of  doing  this 
varies  according  to  the  trust- worthiness  of  the  pauper;  if 
good,  he  is  trusted  to  make  his  own  bargain,  and  general- 
ly has  a  trifle  of  mui:ey  advanced  to  him  for  use  when  he 
quits  the  vessel,  to  cnuble  him  to  get  up  the  country.  If 
the  man  is  a  bad  character,  lie  is  generally  the  best  off,  as 
the  overseers  pay  his  passage-money  and  |*o:ure  for  him 
the  necessaries  for  his  voyage.  The  man  then  turns  restive, 
and  oflentimes  refuses  to  go  unless  more  money  is  given 
him,  generally  £5  or  £10  more  tbau  was  first  agreed  on. 
So  that  the  worse  the  character  the  better  able  the  pauper 
is  to  make  hi*  way  when  he  quits  the  vessel.  One  ship- 
owner, whose  vessel  sailed  this  year  to  the  United  States 
from  Hull,  and  who  ha*  had  several  previously,  says  he 
believes  that  nearly  all  the  passengers  go  to  the  back  set- 
tlements to  their  friends,  who  had  previously  gone  there 
ond  had  written  for  them;  and  that  it  very  rarely  happened 
that  any  family  went  out  on  a  roving  expedition,  not  hav- 
ing nn  object.  Jt  appears  that  the  greatest  emigration  from 
Hull  is  to  Canada,  to  whence  the  passage-money  is  re- 
duced, and  many  instances  have  been  discovered  where 
the  overseers  have  agreed  with  the  paupers,  and  paid  them 
the  passage-money  to  the  United  Stutca,  but  the  paupers 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  getting  there  through  Canada,  on 
account  of  the  moderate  charge  for  the  | 


{?e,  by  wmcn 

means  they  have  taken  more  money  with  Jhem  into  the 
country. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  among  the  owners  of  vessels, 
that  during  the  last  two  years  the  number  of  paupers  emi- 
grating to  the  United  Stales  and  Canada  has  very  much 
diminished;  very  few  have  gone  from  this  large  county, 


(Yorkshire, )  as  labor  has  been  easily  obtained  and  wages 
have  improved. 

A  merchant  who  had  a  vessel  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Hull  this  year  with  several  families,  in  all  One  hundred 
and  sixty-throe  persons,  states  that  he  do  s  not  believe 
there  were  more  than  one  family  of  three  persons  who 
were  or  the  class  of  paupers,  the  rest  were  all  persons  who 
appeared  able  to  bear  their  own  expenses,  and  some,  al- 
though in  appearance  poor,  were  known  to  have  in  their 
possession  considerable  property.  Another  counteracting 
effect  of  the  emigration  of  paupers,  is  the  return  of  several 
within  tho  la*t  year  or  two  to  iheir  parishes,  which  ore 
bound  to  receive  them,  and  the  knowledge  of  such  pro- 
ceedings deters  other  overseers  from  being  so  ready  to  as- 
sist as  they  were  some  years  ago. 

Liverpool  being  the  principal  port  from  whence  emigra- 
tion takes  place,  I  beg  to  enclose  you  herewith  a  statement 
that  has  been  published  of  the  number  who  have  soiled 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  6th  of  July  last,  designa- 
ting the  countries  to  which  they  have  gone,  and  the  num- 
ber for  the  years  1833,  '34,  and  '36. 

A  society  was  formed,  some  time  since,  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  young  females  out  to  New  South  Wales,  hut, 
as  will  be  perceived  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  (hem,  they  now  decline  recommending  any 
further  emigration  there,  owing  to  the  excessive  immoral- 
ity stated  to  prevail  there. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  DAW, 

Consul  V.  S.  A. 
Hon.  Liti  WooDBi-nr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Enclosures.  J 

It  appears,  from  a  return  which  has  just  been  prepared, 
that,  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to  the  5lhofJu)y, 
24,065  persons  have  emigrated  from  Liverpool,  7,618  in 
the  first  three  months  of  that  period,  and  16,647  in  the 
last  three  months.  Of  the  latter  number  3,625  proceeded 
to  tho  British  colonies  in  North  America,  12,414  to  the 
United  Stales,  18  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  37  to  Cal- 
cutta, and  74  to  South  America.  In  the  year  1835  the 
total  number  of  emigrants  was  16,542;  in  1834,  30,836; 
and  in  1833,  15,386;  making  a  grand  total  of  persons 
who  quitted  this  country  in  the  last  three  years  and  a  half 
of  76, 139.  In  the  present  quarter,  ending  the  5th  of 
July,  we  stated  above  that  the  number  of  emigrants  wus 
16,547  ;  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  the  number 
was  8,293,  which  gives  an  increase  on  the  present  quarter 
of  8,254. 

The  Emigration  Committee  recently  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion "that  adverting  to  the  information  imparted  to  the 
both  collectively  and  individually,  of  the  ex- 
■ive  immorality  stated  to  prevail  in  certain  districts  of 
New  South  Wales,  they  have  formed  the  opinion  that  they 
cannot  conscientiously  recommend  to  the  Government  to 
encourage  the  further  emigration  of  single  females  to  Syd- 
ney, unprotected  by  parents  or  near  relatives,  however 
well  selected.'' 

No.  14. 

C(ii.i.n  ruii's  Orricr., 
1'hiUiMphia,  SoccmbcrZ,  1836. 
Sra  :  In  conformity  with  your  direction,  under  date  of 
the  7th  July  last,  in  rotation  to  the  deportation  of  paupers 
from  Groat  Britain  and  other  places,  I  made  immediate 
application  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  tiiis  city,  as  the  only  authentic  sources  of  in- 
formation within  my  reach.  The  president  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  informs  me  that  a  report  is  preparing  under  his 
instructions,  which  will  be  handed  in  ul  as  early  a  day  as 
possible,  (he  necessary  examinations,  as  he  tells  me,  hav- 
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ing  rendered  it  impracticable  to  complete  the  return  by  the 
1*1  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  <Scc, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Colkclor. 
The  Hon.  Lkti  Wooubibt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  15. 

CuSTUH-HoCiK,  BOIITOM, 

September  27,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  received  in  due  course  of  mail  your  letter  of  July 
7,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  respecting  the  deportation  of  paupers 
from  Great  Britain  and  other  place*.  There  are  compara- 
tively few  emigrants  from  Great  Britain  to  this  port.  The 
principal  emigration  is  of  the  Irish  population,  hy  the  way 
of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Easlporl,  in  Maine. 
I  have  nut  been  able  to  learn,  alter  diligent  inquiry,  that 
any  paupers  have  l>een  sent  out  here  from  Europe.  In 
making  inquiries  on  this  subject,  I  received  the  following 
statement  from  Godfrey  McCrae,  now  muster  of  the  Rover, 
of  St.  Andrew's,  N.  B.  In  June,  1835,  said  McCrae  was 
male  of  the  British  ship  Robert  Watt,  from  London  to 
New  York,  on  board  of  which  were  many  emigrant*. 
McCrae  was  informed,  during  the  voyage,  that  about  six 
families  of  those  emigrants  were  paupers,  sent  out  by  and 
at  the  expense  of  their  respective  parishes.  He  does  not 
recollect  the  names  of  the  paupers  nor  the  parishes  whence 
they  came. 

Respectfully,  dec, 

DAVID  HENSHAW,  Collector. 
The  Hon.  Lr.vi  Wuonicir, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

No.  16. 
CrSTOX-HoCBK,  Baltimore, 

Collector'*  Offict,  Nut.  23,  1836. 
Sib  :  I  can  find  no  letter  on  our  file  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  date  of  the  7th  July,  requiring  information 
concerning  English  paupers  deported  to  the  United  States. 
Being,  therefore,  unaware  of  vonr  request,  we  could  not 
write  on  the  subject  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d 
instant. 

We  have  no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  any  pauper* 
have  been  brought  from  Great  Britain  to  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore ;  for,  in  looking  over  the  arrival  of  passenger*  for 
the  last  two  years,  we  find  the  whole  number  so  small  and 
ao  scattered  throughout  a  number  of  vessels  arriving  from 
Great  Britain,  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  consider 
them  other  than  passengers  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term. 

I  have  also  received  nn  answer  to  the  note  addressed  by 
your  suggestion  to  our  municipal  authorities,  and  which 
states  that,  after  having  made  the  necessary  inquiries, 
they  «'ha«e  every  reason  to  believe  that  no  English  or 
Irish  paupers  have  been  brought  to  the  port  of  Baltimore 
during  Ibe  present  or  past  year." 

T  am,  sir,  respect  fully, 

J.  II.  McCULLOH, 
J.svi  WitorniDRT,  Esq., 
of  the  Tn 


No.  17. 

CollmtWs  OmcK, 
rtulude/p/,ia,  Aott-wi&r  29,  1836. 
Sin  :  I  am  at  length  enabled  to  forward  you,  enclosed, 
the  re|>ort  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  un 
the  deportation  of  foreign  paupers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Ac., 

J.  N.  BARKER,  Collector. 

Hon.  Lkti  W 

Sxrclary  of  the  Treasury. 


Philadelphia,  Norember  28,  1336. 
DsAn  Sir  ;  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
thorn,  made  by  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
communications  received  from  you  in  relation  to  the  de- 
portation of  foreigu  paupers. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  W.  JONES, 

President  of  the  Board. 
To  James  N.  Baiikrr,  Esq  , 

Collator  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 


The  committee  lo  whom  were  referred  the  communica- 
tion and  documents  received  from  James  N.  Barker,  Esq., 
collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  tho  de- 
portation of  paupers  from  Great  Britain,  report : 

That,  after  having  caused  an  examination  to  he  made 
of  the  foreign  paupers  in  the  home,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  any  of  them  had  been  sent  to  this 
I  country,  or  to  the  British  provinces,  by  overseers  of  the 
I  poor  in  England,  or  elsewhere,  or  had  received  aid  from 
any  parish  to  enable  them  to  emigrate. 

The  only  information  having  any  relation  to  the  subject 
of  inquiry  derived  from  their  examination  is,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  (-ending  away  pcisone  chargeable  to  parishes  by  pa- 
;  rochial  aid  is  quite  general  in  F.ngland,  and  that  hundreds 
,  have  been  in  this  way  sent.  This  practice,  however,  as 
far  as  they  profejs  to  be  informed,  is  confined  to  emigra- 
tion to  the  British  settlements. 

Your  committee  would  here  remark,  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  from  a  pauper  any  information 
which  might  affect  himself;  and,  that,  should  there  be  in 
the  house  any  person  who  had  been  scut  either  to  this 
country  or  to  the  British  settlements  by  parochial  aid,  the 
apprehension  that  he  would  be  discharged  from  the  house 
upon  the  fact  being  known,  would  induce  him  to  conceal  it. 

The  reports  of  the  poor-law  commissioners  of  England 
furnish  *ome  information  as  lo  the  deportation  of  paupers 
from  that  country.  In  the  instructions  of  these  commis- 
sioners lo  their  agents  in  different  districts,  the  atten- 
tion of  those  agents  is  particularly  ditected  to  emigration, 
as  one  mode  of  relieving  the  parishes  from  their  supera- 
bundant poor  population,  and  thereby  reducing  the  poor 
rates.  They  speak  of  emigration  generally,  and  do  not 
confine  it  to  the  British  settlements.  So,  in  some  of  the 
reports  made  by  those  agents  to  the  commissioners,  de- 
portation of  paupers  by  means  of  parish  aid  is  mentioned 
as  having  taken  'place,  without  naming  the  country  to 
which  they  had  been  sent.  In  some  reports  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America  are  mentioned  as  their  places 
of  destination ;  and  from  ono  report  it  appears  that  four 
families  had  been  sent  by  the  parish  of  Rye  to  New  York. 
These  reports  comprise  but  few  of  the  parishes  in  England 
and  Wales  ;  not  more  than  two  hundred  parishes  out  of 
near  fifteen  thousand ;  and,  therefore,  while  they  establish 
tho  fact  that  paupeis  have  been  sent  from  England  to  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  British  settlements,  they 
do  not  show  to  what  extent  tbia  practice  has  prevailed  in 
that  kingdom. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  these  reports,  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  persons  thus  sent  by  the  parishes  have  been  taken 
to  the  British  settlements.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  these 
persons,  when  landed,  have  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
employment,  (a  fact  which  is  mentioned  in  the  reports, S 
and  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  tho  house  who 
were  born  iu  England  and  Ireland  came  to  this  country 
from  the  provinces  where  they  first  arrived,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that,  of  the  persons  thus  sent  to  iho  British  settle- 
ments by  parishes  in  England,  great  numbers  eventually 
come  into  the  United  Stales. 

The  only  additional  information  on  this  subject  has  been 
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obtained  from  Mr. 


Brown,  u  gentleman  of  this 


city,  who  arrived  at  New  York  in  the  ship  Sir  Edward 
Hamilton,  in  August,  1833,  having  sailed  from  Hull. 
He  state*  that,  on  board  of  that  vessel,  came  as  passenger* 
a  family  consisting  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  three  children, 
whose  passages  had  been  paid  for  by  a  parish  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Yorkshire ;  also,  an  old  man,  whose  passage 
had  been  paid  for  by  the  parish  of  Preston,  in  Yorkshire ; 
that,  on  board  of  the  same  vessel,  were  several  other 
persons  whose  passages,  he  believed,  had  been  paid  for  in 
the  same  manner,  although  he  did  not  know  it  with  cer- 
tainty. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  collect  information  as  to  the  provision,  if  any, 
made  for  the  future  aupport  of  the  ptuper*  thua  deported. 
On  thU  branch  of  the  inquiry  your  committee  report  that, 
from  all  the  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain, 
they  are  of  opinion  there  is  no  uniform  rule  observed  as  to 
the  provision  made  for  their  future  support.  There  U 
no  law  regulating  the  mode  in  which  paupers  may  be 
sent.  Each  parish,  in  sending  out  it*  paupers,  makes 
its  own  agreements,  which  it  may  be  presumed  arc  as  fa- 
vorable to  itself  aa  the  pauper  is  willing  to  accept.  There- 
fore, whether  the  pauper  is  to  receive,  upon  hia  landing, 
any  aupport,  and  if  any,  its  extent,  depends  upon  hU 
agreement  with  the  parish  thai  tent  him.  The  reports  of 
the  poor-law  commissioners,  already  referred  to,  are  silent 
on  this  subject.  From  the  examination  made  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  house,  the  committee  have  ascertained  that 
one  guinea  was  paid  to  each  of  the  paupers  brought  by 
one  vessel  to  Quebec,  upon  their  landing  at  that  place : 
that,  in  some  instances,  one  hundred  acrea  of  land  in  Ca- 
nada were  offered  to  each  of  the  paupers  upon  their  land- 
ing, which  offer,  by  many,  if  not  the  greater  number  of 
them,  was  declined  ;  and  that,  in  other  instances,  as  far 
as  your  committee  are  informed,  no  provision  whatever 
was  made  for  their  future  aupport. 

Among  the  paupers  in  the  house,  there  are  several  per- 
sons who  have  been  pensioners  of  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  being  in  this  country  is  attributable 
partly  to  the  agency  of  that  Government.  Nine  of  these 
pensioners  were  examined,  and  from  their  examination  it 
is  evident — 

1st.  That,  in  the  year  1831,  and  since,  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  invited  all  persons  who  had  served  in  its 
armies  and  received  pensions,  to  commute  their  pensions. 

2J.  That  one  condition  of  this  commutation  was,  that 
the  pensioners  should  proceed  to  the  British  settlements  in 
North  America,  or  elsewhere. 

3d.  That  the  arrangement*  for  the  emigration  of  the 
pensioners  and  their  families  were  'generally  made  by  the 
agents  of  the  Government 

4th.  That,  in  some  instances  the  pensioners  were  sent 
to  Now  York ;  and  that  in  New  York  they  received  from 
Mr.  Buchanan,  the  British  consul,  a  part  of  the  money 
for  which  they  bad  commuted  their  pension*. 

5th.  That  one  person  thus  sent  to  New  York  is  now  a 
pauper  in  this  house. 

6th.  That  all  pensioners  who  were  willing  to  commute 
were  permitted ;  that  no  difference  was  made  whether  the 
pensioner  was  old  and  infirm  or  atrong  and  healthy  ;  that 
many  of  them  were  aged  and  infirm,  unable  to  work,  and 
:  to  endure  the  climate  of  Canada.    In  one  instance 


the  peneioner  was  totally  blind  ;  and  that  hundreds  of  them, 
many  of  whom  have  families,  have  come  into  the  United 
Slates. 

7th.  That  of  these  pensioners,  thus  sent  to  the  British 
settlements,  there  are  at  this  time  nine,  with  the  families 
of  some  of  them,  making  in  all  twelve  persons  in  the  house. 

8th.  That,  in  the  year  1833,  and  ever  since,  there  have 
been  many  of  theee  lato  pensioners  with  their  families  in 
this  house.    Some  of  them  now  in  the  house  say  that 


at  thia  period  than  theic  have  been 


there  arc  t 
fore. 

Accompanying  herewith  is  a  statement  of  the  admission 
of  paupers  into  the  house  during  the  year  ending  the  24  ih 
day  of  November,  1336,  together  with  their  places  of  na- 
tivity ;  from  which  statement  it  appears  that,  of  the  whole 
number  of  admissions,  viz.  2,781,  there  were  admitted 
natives  of  the  British  dominions  •  -    1,082  • 

Natives  of  other  foreign  countries  -  184 

Total  number  of  foreign  pauper*  1,266 

Total  number  of  American  paupers      -  1,616 

All  which  ia  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  JONES, 


into  tht  Philadelphia  Aim*  houte 
tht  year  ending  November  24, 1830 
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No.  18. 

CoHSfLATB  or  TBS  UNITED  StaTKB, 

London,  October  19,  1836. 

Sib:  I  received  the  circular,  dated  the  7th  July  last, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  calling  my 
attention  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaeury  to  lay  before  that  body  at  its  next 
session,  information  respecting  deportation  of  paupers  from 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  and  requesting  that  I  would 
procure,  from  authentic  sources,  such  facts  relating  to  the 
inquiries  contained  in  the  resolution  as  will  enable  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  comply  with  the  direction*  of  the  Senate. 

On  receipt  of  the  circular,  I  lost  no  time  in  making  ap- 
plication to  the  various  sources  from  which  I  expected  to 
obtain  the  desired  information.  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
lay  before  you  *uch  fact*  in  relation  to  this  subject  a*  I  have 
been  able  to  collect,  regretting  at  the  same  time  that  so 
much  delay  has  arisen  from  the  absence,  as  usual  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  of  many  individuals  to  whom  I  applied, 
that  I  could  not  possibly  transmit  the  result  of  my  inquiries 
at  an  earlier  period. 

They  were  directed  chiefly  to  the  custom  house,  the 
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ship-brokers  of  this  city,  the  poor  Ijw  commissioners,  and 
the  agent*  of  this  consulate. 

At  the  custom  house  it  appears  that  no  account  is  taken 
of  passengers  except  by  British  vessels,  and  then  only  in 
case  there  is  an  excess  above  the  number  limited  by  Uw  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  ship. 

The  brokers  have  no  accounts  whatever,  at  least  nothing 
beyond  mere  memoranda,  on  which  little  reliance  can  be 
placed. 

From  the  poor-law  commissioners  I  obtained  all  the  facts 
and  information  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  communi- 
cate on  this  subject.  They  arise  out  of  their  proceedings 
by  virtue  of  the  sixtj -second  section  of  the  poor-law  amend- 
ment act,  passed  the  4th  of  August,  1834.  Acting  under 
that  section,  the  poor-law  commissioners  have  frequently 
authorized  parishes  to  raise  money  on  the  security  of  their 
rates,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  em- 
igration of  poor  person*  having  settlement*  in  such  parishes ; 
and  they  have,  in  such  cases,  issued  orders  in  accordance 
with  the  form  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  In  this 
form  is  a  condition  that  the  emigrants  shall  go  to  sonic 
British  colony,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  a  provision  is 
made  lh.it,  on  the  arrival  nt  the  place  to  which  the  parties  are 
contracted  to  be  conveyed,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  at  least 
shall  be  paid  to  each  head  of  a  family  emigrating,  and  one 
pound  at  least  to  each  single  man  or  single  woman  not  be- 
ing a  part  of  a  family.  The  commissioners  have  not  felt 
it  to  be  within  their  province  to  make  any  further  provi- 
sion for  the  support  of  emigrants  after  they  shall  have  ar- 
rived at  their  destination.  They  linve,  however,  waived 
the  condition  "that  parties  emigruting  shall  go  to  some 
British  colony,"  in  a  few  instances;  in  most  of  which  the 
parties  desiring  to  emigrate  had  already  friends  in  the 
United  States.  The  totnl  number  of  emigranta  who  have 
thus  gone  out  to  the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  poor-law  amendment  act,  during  the  past  year,  from 
July,  1835,  to  July,  1836,  is  191  out  of  ft,  141,  the  re- 
mainder of  whom  have  emigrated  to  British  colonial  settle- 
ments. 

The  agents  of  this  consulate  have  furnished  me  with 
lists  of  emigrants  from  their  respective  ports,  most  of  whom 
aro  supposed  to  be  poujiers.  These  lists  are  embodied  on 
a  paper  which  I  have  tbo  honor  to  enclose.  The  list  of 
emigrants  from  Rye,  in  Sussex,  extends  as  far  back  as 
the  year  1829.  The  pauper  emigration  from  that  port  has 
been  greater  than  from  any  other  in  the  district  of  London. 
The  class  of  individuals  who  leave  this  country  by  way  of 
the  metropolis,  is  very  much  improved  of  late  years,  having, 
in  general,  competent  means  of  their  own.' 

"With  the  view  of  putting  you  in  possession  of  sll  the  in- 
formation which  coold  be  possibly  obtained  on  this  subject, 
I  have  placed  on  board  of  the  ship  St.  James,  now  about 
sailing,  some  works  which  treat  on  the  poor-laws  and  emi- 
gration. They  are.  in  a  parcel  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
collector  of  .\cw  York,  who  will  forward  theua  to  you. 
The  works  are  as  follows: 

1.  Report  from  select  committee  on  emigration     -  1827 

2.  Farther  report  on  the  samo  subject      -  -  1827 

3.  Aduinibtration  and  operation  of  the  poor  laws  -  1833 

4.  Report  of  poor-law  coinmUfioticrs       -  -  1834 

5.  First  annual  report  on  the  pi>or-law  commissioners  1835 

6.  Rcpiut  on  the  disposa  of  lands  in  the  British 
colonies  -----    1 936 

7.  Poor-law  amendment  act        -  1834 

8.  Act  for  regulating  the  carriage  of  passengers  from 

the  Un  ted  Kingdom    -  1835 
The  first  and  second  treat  at  large  on  the  subject  of  emi- 
gration, both  to  the  British  cotouies  and  the  United  States. 

The  subject  of  emigration  is  occasionally  introduced  in 
the  third,  and  in  the  fourth  it  is  briefly  adverted  to;  both 
these  works,  however,  show  that  the  nmciitance  rendered  by 
parishes  to  pauper  emigrant*  did  not  far  exceed  the  cx- 
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pense  of  passage,  there  being  a  trifle  to  spare  on 
their  destination. 

In  the  fifth  work  win*  be  found,  at  page  00,  the  circular 
of  instructions  from  the  poor-law  commissioners  for  facili- 
tating emigration. 

In  thestxth,  the  land  sales  in  the  United  States  are  often 
adverted  to,  with  the  view  of  adopting  the  system  there  es- 
tablished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

TH08.  ASPIN WALL 

Hon.  Levi  Woodsiht, 


Offirial  return  of  emigrants  from  the  port  of  Rye,  in 
Sussex,  from  1820,  to  May,  1836,  both  inclusive,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  are  supposed  to  be  paupers. 


Dale. 

Ship. 

Master. 

Whew 
bound. 

No.  or 

g9rs. 

1R!9. 

March  X\ 

William 

Samuel  Vldler 

N.  York 

47 

31 

Fn  row 

J  ('rovvhurat 

Do  . 

35 

April  7 
May  6 

Enrnit  - 

Jnhn  Frost 

IV, 

99 

Will  urn  Shan't 

William  Boswell  • 

Do  • 

112 

21 

Newton  - 

Jama  Mnlvin 

Quebec  - 
N.  York 

26 

Dec.  27 

William  Shsr 

William  B,*well  - 

90 

1830. 

March  10 

Kmrm  • 

John  Knot 

Do.  • 

m 

10 

K»  t « 

J.  Cnwhurst 

Do.  • 

37 

2tt 

Newton  • 

J.  Melvin  • 

r>>  - 

i*i 

27 

Columbia 

J.  Delano  • 

Do 

l.Vt 

April  7 

R<ib«t  k.  Ann 

Geonre  Richmond 

Do  • 

l.-o 

8 

William 

S-t iiiuM  Vedlar  ". 

D»  - 

TO 

May  7 

•Sussex  - 

W.  Crannowu  - 

Do 

93 

2» 

Cambrii 

J.  Moore  - 

Do 

17 

Jiiiw  12 

United  Slate* 

J.  Knight  • 

Do  - 

¥3 

July  13 
Aocusl  1» 

Rapid  • 
tU.prt  Bdw.ir.Hi 

H.  Shuop  - 
J  Sherberg 

D.i  - 
Do  - 

:>r 

•37 

Sfiic.  2d 

Corinthian 

R.  .Hhadwfclt 

Do  • 

*) 

1331. 

March  9 

Hi>i1*mi  - 

M.irtsn 
F.  'travel  - 

Do  - 

April  29 

AtfctJ  - 

Do  - 

63 

IKS. 

April  5 

Aiui 

M  Millor  - 

Do  • 

92 

Newton  - 

J  Bell 

Do  - 

96* 

May  9 

AlfrM  . 

T.  Gravel  . 

D,  . 

76 

00 

William 

8.  Vsdlar  • 

Do  - 

li 

1S33. 

A|tiI  4 

Emma  • 

John  Frost 

Do  • 

31 

6 

Jun-  1U 

Nnwton  - 

Ami 

• 
• 

John  Bt.ir 
Matthew  MiUsr  - 

Do  - 
Do 

■M 
30 

1*U 

Airil  9 

1-35. 
March  31 

R in  nisi  > 

■ 

John  Fn* 
Tbaaus  Gravel  - 

Do  - 

80 

Alfred  - 

Do  - 

78 

im 

April  16 
May  20 

Alfred  • 

ThomM  <  travel  • 

Do  . 

72 

Socrates 

1L  Meicalf 

Do  - 

70 

♦  X'-W  was  paid  to  2G  paurv'ri  in  ihe  ship  Newlon. 

It  ceuhl  not  be  ascertained  what  provision  was  made  for 
the  support  of  these  emigrants  from  Rye  after  landing. 
The  sum  generally  allowed  was  twenty  or  thirty  shilling* 
for  each,  according  to  the  agreement  they  might  make  with 
their  respective  parishes.  This  was  either  paid  to  them  on 
their  going  on  board,  or  given  to  the  master  of  the  vessel, 
tn  be  piiid  them  on  thoir  landing.  The  master  also  received 
four  shillings  and  sixpence,  or  one  dollar  for  each,  to  bo 
paid  by  him  to  the  proper  authorities  in  New  York,  as  re- 
quired by  law  there. 

Emigration  of  poor  persons  from  Deal,  in  K-  nt. 
1890,  1  family,  6  in  number,  to  Western  Australia,  assist- 
ed by  the  parish  with  fifteen  pounds. 

1833,  1    do.    6  in  number,  to  New  York,  assisted  by  the 

parish  with  twenty-one  pounds. 

1834,  2    do.    4  in  each,  to  New  York,  furnished 

provisions  for  the  voyage. 

From  Holdtn,  in  Kent. 
1 839,  1  laborer  to  New  York,  assisted  by  Ihe  parish 
ten  pounds,  returned  within  twelve  months. 
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From  Niir/hbourn,  in  Kent. 

1833,  1 1  persons  to  United  Stale*,  expense  to  the  parish 

one  humlred  and  seventeen  pounds.  Thiec  of 
these  person*  died  in  the  United  States,  the  others 
returned  homo  in  about  two  years. 

1834,  6  persons  to  New  York,  assisted  l-y  the  parisli  to 

the  amount  of  twenty-two  pounds. 

From  Mongskam,  in  Kent. 
1830,  2  families,  13  in  numlx-.r,  to  New  York,  coat,  the 
parish  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pound*. 
From  SI.  Lawrence,  in  Kent. 

46  paupers  hove  been  went  within  the  last  three  years: 
36  of  whom  went  in  the  ships  "John  Stamp"  and  ••Grati- 
tude," from  Kamsgale  to  New  York.  The  remaining  ten 
went  from  London,  but  by  what  vessel  or  to  what  place  is 
unknown.  Whether  any  provision  was  made  for  tbem 
after  landing,  cannot  bo  ascertained.  , 
From  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk. 

The  first  deportation  of  paupers  from  this  port  was  in 
1829.  From  that  year  to  the  end  of  1835,  the  annual 
average  number  of  vessels  with  paupers  km  four.  During 
the  year  1838  fourteen  vessels  have  sailed  for  Quebec  with 
passengers,  the  averago  number  of  whom  was  about  eighty 
adults  in  each  vessel,  a  small  proportion  of  whom  was 
landed  at  Prince  Edward's  island. 

Two-thirds  of  tho  whole  are  supposed  to  be  pauper*. 
The  provision  made  for  their  support  after  landing  was 
about  twenty  shillings  for  each. 

No  vessel  has  sailed  from  Yarmouth  with 
any  port  in  the  United  Slates. 

To  th*  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  pariah  of 
,  »/i  the  county  of  —— ■— :  To  the  Clerk  of  the 


Justices  of  Petty  Sessions,  held  for  the  division  of  the 

Uoall 

others  whom  it  may  concern 


said  county  in  which  taid  parish  is 


Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  William 
the  Fourth,  entitled  An  act  for  the  amendment  anil  bet- 
ter administration  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  the  rate-payers  of  the  parish  of  .,  in 
the  county  of—*—,  and  owners  of  property  therein,  eii- 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  said  act,  as- 
sembled at  a  meeting  duly  convened  for  the  parpose,  hove 
directed  the  overseers  to  borrow  the  sum  of  pounds, 
to  be  charged  on  the  poor-rates  of  the  said  parish,  as  a  fund 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  emigration  of  several  poor 
persona  having  settlements  in  the  said  pariah,  to  be  repaid 
by  equal  annual  instalments,  with  interest  not  exceeding 

five  per  cent,  per  annum,  within  years  from  the 

time  of  borrowing  the  same : 

Now  we,  being  the  poor-law  commissioners  for  Engirt  nil 
and  Wales,  do  hereby,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  and  au- 
thorise conferred  on  us  by  the  aforesaid  act,  confirm  the 
above  direction  made  by  the  rate-payers  and  owners  of 
property  in  the  said  pariah  of  1  ■  -  as  aforesaid.  And 
we  do  hereby  further  authorise  the  churchwardens  and 
of  the  said  parish  of  to  borrow  the  said 


sum  of  money  in  any  of  the  lawful  modes  heretofore  in  use, 
or  to  make  application  to  the  exchequer  bill  loan  commis- 
sioners for  an  advance  of  the  whole  of  the  said  sum,  or  of 
any  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  found  necessary.  And  we 
do  hereby  further  order  and  direct  that  no  part  of  the  afore- 
said sum  of  pounds  shall  be  cxpendrd  unless  the 

following  conditions  be  strictly  observed  : 

1st  The  parlies  emigrating  shall  go  to  some  British 
colony. 

3d.  A  contract  shall  be  entered  into  for  conveying  them 
to  such  place  in  the  way  to  their  destination  as  the  poor- 
law  commissioners  for  England  and  Wales,  or  the  agent 
general  for  emigration  shnll  approve. 

3d.  Such  contract  shall  be  sanctioned  by  the  agent  gen- 


eral for  emigration,  or  by  one  of  tho  Government  emigra- 
tion agents,  at  the  out-ports,  and  shall  include  the  main- 
tenance and  medical  attendance  of  the  emigrants  during  the 
passage;  and  also  a  provision  that,  on  arrival  at  ihc  place 
to  which  tho  parties  are  contracted  to  be  conveyed,  the 
sum  of  two  pounds,  at  least,  shall  be  paid  to  each  head  of 
a  family  emigrating,  and  one  pound,  al  least,  to  each  single 
man  or  single  woman,  not  being  part  of  a  family. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal,  this  — —  day  of 

 ,  in  die  year  ono  thousand  cighl  hundred  and 

thirty  . 

T.  PRANKLAND  LEWIS, 
[l.  s  ]  J.  G.  S.  LEFEVRE, 

GEO.  NIUnOLLS. 

No.  10. 

Mr* ten,  O-Mter  16,  1836. 
Si  ii  :  f n  nnswer  to  your  favor  of  tho  7th  of  July,  I  ran 
give  the  assurance  that  the  Bavarian  Government  never 
made  a  deportation  of  paupers  to  the  United  States.  On 
the  contrary,  I  know  many  people  emigrated  from  Bavaria 
to  the  United  States  with  no  inconsiderable  sums  of  money. 
I  t>hull  not  fail  to  inform  you  instantly,  if  any  case  should 
h:<I>pen  which  has  reference  to  your  estimable  letter. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DE  KUEDORFFER, 
Conttil  of  United  States  of  America. 
Hon  Levi  Wooddubt,  Washington. 


GEOLOGICAL  RECOrsNOISSANCE. 


Report  of  a  Geological  .Reconnenstance  made  in  1835,/nwt 
the  seal  of  Government,  by  the  way  of  Green  Bay  and 
the  Wickonsan  lerrilury,  to  the  Coteau  de  Prairie,  an 
elevated  ridge  dividing  the  Missouri  front  the  St.  Peter's 
river.    By  G.  W.  Feat  her  s{onhaugh,  V.  S.  Geologist. 

Win.  Dxfahtkisxt,  April  23,  1836. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor,  in  the  absence,  from 
indisposition,  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  enclose  a  leport 
of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  transmitting  the  report  of 
the  United  Slates  Geologist. 

Very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant,  , 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Chief  Clerk  War  Dtpartm>nt. 
Hen.  M.  Va»  Benin,  Pruxdent  of  Senate. 

TOFOOR  AFRICA  L  Bc*BAV, 

Washington,  April  23,  1836. 
Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  G.  W.  Feotheratonhaugh,  United  States 
Geologist,  called  tor  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  l.-t 
of  April. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABEUT, 
Lieut.  CoL  Top.  Engineers. 
Hon.  Lswis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 


"Washington,  April  22,  1626. 
Lieut-  Col.  J.  J  Abkht, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers  .- 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your' instruction*,  dated  July  7, 
1835,  directing  me  to  proceed  lo  Jhe  vicinity  of  that  eleva- 
ted ridge  which  separate*  the  Missouri  river  from  the  St. 
Peter's,  the  chief  northwestern  tributary  of  the  Mississippi, 
hilheito  designated  on  the  maps  by  the  appellation  of  Coteau 
de  Prairie,  and  indicating  Green  Bay  as  a  |»oint  on  my 
route  from  whence  an  opportunity  woulJ  be  afforded  of 
examining  the  mineral  structure  of  the  country  on  the  Wia- 
river,  I  left  this  city  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month, 
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•ad  have  now  the  honor  to 
ceedings. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  upon  that  part  of  my  teport 
immediately  connected  with  my  instructions,  I  desire  to 
explain  why  I  have  been  induced  to  extend  this  document, 
and  lend  to  it  a  character  perhaps  not  generally  expected  of  it. 

Well  acquainted  with  the  strong  and  general  desire  ex- 
pressed for  the  acquirement  of  geological  knowledge  in  this 
country,  and  aware  of  tha  importance  which  would  soon  be 
attached  to  it  if  proper  measures  were  taken  to  awaken  the 
public  attention,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  when  drawing  up 
my  report  in  1835,  concerning  the  elevated  country  between 
the  Missouri  and  Red  rivers,  to  give  a  somewhat  elemen- 
tary exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  science,  with  a  view 
to  draw  the  public  attention  still  more  to  the  subject,  and  in 
order  to  the  more  successful  illustration  of  the  geology  of 
the  United  States.  The  geological  works  which  had  hith- 
erto been  published,  contained,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
references  illustrative  only  of  the  geological  structure  of  for- 
eign countries,  and  as  I  had  to  treat  of  what  is  purely  a 
science  of  observation,  I  conceived  the  great  mass  of  minds 
to  which  I  felt  bound  to  address  myself,  would  probably 
have  been  deterred  from,  rather  than  attracted  to,  the  subject, 
had  I  merely  given  a  technical  description  of  what  I  had 
seen,  without  offering  the  means  of  comparative  illustration. 
I  therefore  adopted,  upon  that  occasion,  as  I  shall  do  now, 
that  course  which  promised  to  be  the  most  extensively  use- 
ful, confident  that,  however  the  task  might  be  imperfectly 
executed,  permanent  advantages  might  be  accomplished  by 
it.  and  that  justice  would  be  done  to  my  motives.  In  this 
I  have  not  been  disappointed :  the  zeal  with  which  I  have 
attended  to  my  duties  has  been  acknowledged,  and  I  havo 
received,  since  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  public  approbation  of  my  labors,  besides  the 
most  gratifying  assurances  from  numerous  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Congress,  that  the  method  1  had  adopted 
was  considered  useful,  and  had  been  decidedly  approved. 

But  a  change  had  taken  place  in  public  opinion  since  the 
publication  of  that  report.  The  authorization  of  these  geo- 
logical investigations  by  the  General  Government,  had  given 
great  importance  to  them;  much  intellect  had  been  at  work, 
and  a  strong  soliclitudc  expressed  for  an  accurate  exposi- 
tion of  the  general  geology  of  the  United  States.  The  most 
powerful  States  in  the  Union  were  legislating  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  a  prospect  was  thus  held  out  that  the  general 
desire  for  information  which  tho  action  of  the  Government 
had  so  much  contributed  to  put  in  motion,  would  soon 
receive  new  vigor  from  the  fostering  care  of  each  of  the 
particular  Slates.  Looking  at  this  promising  aspect  of  things 
since  my  return  from  my  late  excursion,  I  have  become 


more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  endeavoring 
to  make  ray  labors  as  useful,  in  the  popular  sense,  as  my 
opportunities  permit. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  geological  literature  of  the 
present  day,  is  not  of  a  sufficiently  elementary  character 
for  the  very  great  number  of  persons  desirous  of  possessing 
a  practical  guide  for  their  studies,  simple  and  perspicious 
enough  to  keep  down  the  repugnance  which  technical 
works,  applicable  to  an  advanced  slate  of  the  science,  in- 
variably produce.  Many  powerful  minds  are  deterred  from 
the  pursuit  of  various  branches  of  natural  history,  from  an 
inability  to  take  the  fust  step  successfully,  and  ho  who  is 
properly  penetrated  with  this  truth,  and  obeys  its  influence, 
will  esteem  it  no  degradation  to  lake  upon  himself  the 
humbler  task  of  elementary  instruction  for  the  benefit  of 
the  many,  even  when  he  may  have  reason  to  suppose  his 
intentions  will  not  always  be  indulgently  appreciated  by 
greater  chance  of  doing  good,  and  of  the  the  least  liberal 
of  the  scientific  few.  Independent  of  the  greater  chance 
of  doing  good,  and  of  the  pleasure  of  looking  forward  to 
witness  the  extraordinary  elasticity  of  minds  from  which 
the  pressure  has  been  gently  removed,  ihe  very  fact  of 


there  being  no  elementary  work  applicable  to  American 
geology,  no  geological  column  showing  the  succession  of 
the  beds  and  a  comparative  view  of  the  geological  equiv- 
alents in  both  hemispheres,  together  with  a  brief  abstract 
of  the  characteristic  organic  remains  contained  in  the 
beds,  and  the  other  remarkable  phenomena  illustrative  of 
the  structure  of  the  accessible  part  of  the  crust  of  the 
earth,  would  be  a  sufficient  motive  for  any  writer  whose 
experience  might  bo  thought  to  authorize  the  attempt,  not 
only  to  endeavor  thus  to  be  extensively  useful,  but  in- 
directly to  reflect  the  greatest  degree  of  intelligence  upon 
the  observations  which  it  was  his  duty  to  make,  that  tbey 
might  be  understood,  by  all  who  read  them,  in  the  most 
comprehensive  sense.     In  short,  perceiving  the  general 
desire  to  acquire  systematic  information  on  thia  subject, 
what  I  would  aim  to  accomplish  is,  the  putting  into 
the  hands  of  all  who  wish  to  cultivate  geological  know- 
ledge, an  elementary  work  which  should  not  be  a  drv  re* 
capitulation  of  what  was  familiarly  known  before,  but  a 
brief  and  intelligent  view  of  the  whole  subject,  explaining 
the  harmony  which  prevails  in  the  structure  of  the  earth's 
surface,  and  how  important  a  knowledge  of  its  detail*  are 
in  an  economical  point  of  view,  making  the  whole,  at 
every  step,  subservient,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the  illus- 
tration of  American  geology.    I  must  think  that  no  indi- 
vidual can  acquire  information  of  this  kind,  without  ex- 
periencing a  corresponding  enlargment  of  mind,  that  makes 
him  a  more  useful  citizen  and  a  happier  man.    The  plain- 
est farmer  may  thus  be  made  to  understand  how  a  knowl- 
edge of  geology  is  useful  to  agriculture.    Very  extensive 
districts  consist  of  a  recurrence  of  decomposed  shales, 
sandstones,  and  superficial  soil  produced  from  primary 
rocks,  and  are  comparatively  barren.    In  aach  IkhIs  since  - 
ous  substances  predominate,  they  having  bat  a  amall  pro- 
portion of  calcareous  matter.    A  single  band  of  limestone 
sometimes  elTects  a  revolution  in  the  value  of  an  extensive 
district  of  thia  character.    We  hear  soils  called  light,  and 
heavy,  and  wet ;  it  is  the  mineral  substance  of  the  geo- 
logical beds  which  makes  them  so.    Home  families  of  grain 
and  plants  fail  upon  peculiar  soils;  this  is  owing  to  the 
presence  or  absence  of  particular  minerals,  for  even  animals 
do  not  thrive  where  their  food  is  not  appropriate.  Occa- 
sionally a  district  or  given  area  is  loo  wet  for  crop*  that  ■ 
would  succeed  if  the  land  were  drier;  a  little  knowledge 
of  geology  would  teach  Ihe  fsrmer  that  the  springy  quality 
of  his  land  is  owing  to  a  bed  clay  that  intercepts  the  rain, 
prevents  its  percolating  downwards,  and  forces  it  out  at  its 
surface.     Wherever  he  finds  the  clay  he  will  find  the  same 
inconvenience,  and,  knowing  the  extent  of  the  cause,  his 
ingenuity  will  soon  teach  him  to  remove  it  by  a  proper 
course  of  drainage.    I  remember  seeing,  several  years  ago, 
the  most  barren  part  of  the  beach  at  Long  Branch,  in 
New  Jersey,  suddenly  hearing  a  luxuriant  crop  of  clover. 
This  I  learned  had  been  produced  by  carting  the  common 
gravel  upon  it  from  tho  adjacent  seashore.    Thia  gravel, 
which  bad  a  very  unpromising  appearance  to  the  naked  eye, 
upon  being  examined  with  a  pocket  microscope,  was  found 
to  contain  great  quantities  of  comminuted  sea-shells  and 
marine  animal  matter,  constituting  it  a  valuable  manure. 
There  are  those  who  object  to  this  manner  of  considering 
the  subject,  that  it  is  an  attempt  to  draw  farmers  off  from 
prattcal  operations  to  considerations  of  a  more  theoretical 
nature,  believing  that  even  an  elementary  acquaintance 
with  chemistry  and  geology  is  not  fitted  for  a  class,  the 
majority  of  which  is  unstudied.-    But  a  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  auch  men,  acquired  by  a  residence 
amongst  them,  has  convinced  me  that  the  objection  is  not 
well  founded.    Divest  these  sciences  of  the  prejudice  which 
attaches  to  their  names,  imparl  their  principles  f which 
after  all  are  the  principles  which  govern  nature)  uMten  of 
good  sense,  in  a  plain  and  regulsr  way,  consistent  with 
their  own  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  and  tbey  will 
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understand  them  perfectly  well,  and  pat  them  to  the  best 
use.  Who  can  hold  a  conversation  with  an  intelligent 
man  of  thia  kind,  without  being  affected  by  his  situation, 
standing  upon  the  threshold  of  knowledge,  whilst  to  him 
it  ia  all  darkneaa  and  confusion  1  A  clear  headed  practical 
farmer  may  be  made,  however  unlettered,  to  comprehend 
enough  of  these  branches  to  convince  him  of  the  unerring 
truth  of  the  principles  which  govern  bia  vocation.  At 
every  step  he  takes  his  condition  will  become  more  elevat- 
ed. Men  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  imbuing  the  minds  of 
plain  fanners  with  a  philosophies!  turn,  yet  if  it  were  to  be 
done,  it  would  unquestionably  lead  to  very  beneficial  re- 
sults, and  the  sum  of  human  happiness,  in  every  direction, 
be  thereby  greatly  increased. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  I  have  b*en  greatly  encour- 
aged to  adopt  the  course  I  have  pursued,  by  the  advice  of 
gentlemen  in  the  present  Congress,  for  whose  judgment  I 
have  great  deference,  and  who,  having  experienced  the 
difficulties  which  are  inseparable  from  the  study  of  scien- 
tific works,  where  the  higher  branches  are  alone  treated  of, 
and  where  the  technicalities  are  entirely  left  unexplained, 
have  suggested  the  usefulness  of  appending  to  my  report 
a  glossary  or  explanation  of  the  common  terms  used  in 
geology.  Believing,  therefore,  that  f  have  not  formed  an 
erroneous  estimate  of  what  may  be  deemed  both  expedient 
and  useful  at  the  present  moment,  and  having  for  my  sole 
motive  the  accomplishment  of  a  general  good,  I  have  given 
a  brief  account  of  tho  existing  mineral  beds  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  as  far  as  regards  their  general  structure  and 
order  of  succession  to  each  other,  adding  such  observations 
concerning  the  nomenclature  that  has  been  applied  to  them, 
as  may  serve  to  soften  the  difficulties  to  those  who  are  en- 
gaging for  the  first  time  with  geological  literature,  and  to 
assist  in  guiding  observers  in  ascertaining  the  geological 
position  of  the  rocks  which  are  the  subjects  of  their  inves- 
tigation. This  part  of  the  subject  will  be  found  further 
illustrated  by  a  comparative  tabular  view  of  the  geological 
column  in  both  hemispheres. 

Perhaps  the  propriety  of  the  extended  form  which  this 
report  takes,  may  be  safely  placed  upon  other  considera- 
tions. Those  who,  like  myself,  have  witnessed  the  rise 
and  progress  of  civil  engineering  in  this  country,  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  causes  of  that  frequent  misapplication 
of  means  in  the  construction  r  f  some  of  our  earliest  and 
most  important  internal  improvements,  and  the  influence 
of  which  only  ceased  in  proportion  as  experience  and  study 
had  converted  good  surveyors  into  expert  engineers.  The 
country  having  become  awakened  to  the  value  of  its  min- 
eral resources,  the  States  are  now  legislating  on  this  impor- 
tant subject,  and  the  same  process  will  have  to  be  repeated 
in  the  coming  extension  of  geological  surveys.  Men  of 
enthusiasm  and  energy  in  the  acquisition  of  information 
connected  with  natural  history,  will  have  to  supply  the 
demand  which  will  soon  arise  for  geological  investigations; 
but  many  of  them  will  come  forward  with  attainments 
variously  acquired,  and  with  opinions  and  prejudices  that 
will  be  discordant  with  the  views  entertained  by  others. 
Nomenclatures  have  been  offered  for  the  geological  strata 
of  thia  country,  which  have  little  or  no  affinity  for  those 
established  by  the  most  experienced  geologist*,  and  which, 
if  not  discouraged,  would  throw  much  confusion  into  the 
study  of  the  science;  for  geology  is  the  science  of  nature, 
and  not  of  any  particular  country,  and  apart  from  the  posi- 
tive advantages  derived  from  the  use  of  simple  terms,  uni- 
versally received,  it  is  one  of  the  blessings  of  science  suc- 
cessfully pursued,  and  often  the  only  reward  of  those  who 
devote  themselves  to  it,  that,  establishing  a  universal  har- 
mony of  intellect,  it  inspires  mutual  benevolence  in  minds 
separaied  by  immense  distances,  and  unites  them  all  in  the 
noble  aspect  of  advancing  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 

In  closing  these  preliminary  observations,  I  must  in  jus- 
tice to  myself  remark  that,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 


the  reports  which  it  has  hitherto  been  my  duty  to  draw  up 
couhl  not,  however  I  might  have  been  disposed  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  individuals  anxious  for  minute  sections 
and  descriptions  of  all  the  particular  localities  which  have 
come  under  my  notice  during  my  official  connexion  with 
the  Government,  and  however  desirable,  have  taken  that 
character.    The  geological  books,  it  is  true,  contain  great 
varieties  of  such  sections,  and  they  arc  eminently  valuable ; 
but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  they  are  the  results  of  la- 
bors voluntarily  undertaken,  limited  to  particular  districts, 
and  accomplished  by  a  leisure  independent  of  all  obligations 
to  perform  other  and  indispensable  duties.   The  geological 
literature  we  possess,  and  which  ia  almost  exclusively  Eu- 
ropean, has  grown  out  of  the  brilliant  career  which  thia 
science  has  had  for  near  thirty  years,  under  the  direction 
of  a  numerous  body  of  energetic  and  often  wealthy  men, 
assisted  by  all  the  facilities  of  highly-civilized  and  well  set- 
tled countries.    The  great  contrast  which  the  remote  parts 
of  this  country  present  in  this  respect,  is  sometimes  not 
adverted  to.    My  own  opportunities  are  particularly  con- 
trasted with  those  of  the  European  geologists  I  have  allu- 
ded to.    The  Government  conceiving  itself  authorized  to 
cause  these  geological  reconnolssances  to  be  made  only  in 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  my  instructions  are 
made  out  conformably,  and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  duty 
with  me  strictly  to  obey  them.    The  vast  extent  of  the 
United  8tates  makes  it  occasionally  difficult  to  reach  par- 
ticular points,  before  the  season  orrives  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  turn  back  to  escape  ihe  rigor  of  the  winter.  Such 
was  the  case  during  my  excursion  last  year.    To  the  haste 
indispensable  to  the  performance  of  these  distant  excur- 
sions, mav  be  added  other  serious  inconveniences,  amongst 
which  may  be  enumerated  the  want  of  accurate  maps,  and 
the  wild  Mate  of  the  country  on  the  borders  of  and  beyond 
the  white  population,  where  the  acquisition  of  correct  to- 
pographical knowledge  and  the  cares  of  self-preservation 
become  a  very  absorbing  occupation.    It  is  true  that  expe- 
ditions of  this  character  compensate  to  the  geologist  the 
advantages  he  enjoys  in  other  situations.     He  psssfs 
through  various  countries,  and  enjoys  rare  opportunities  of 
comparing  their  mineral  structure,  and  of  tracing  the  ex- 
tensive formations  of  the  western  part  of  this  country  ;  but 
it  results  from  all  these  circumstances  that,  being  obliged  to 
deal  more  with  general  than  particular  geology,  he  acquires 
the  habit  of  considering  geology  more  upon  the  large  than 
the  minute  acale.  Such  is  the  case  with  myself;  for  although 
I  am  not  altogether  debarred  the  opportunities  of  availing 
myself  of  the  details  of  formations  which  are  new  and  in- 
teresting, and  never  neglect  them,  yet  I  have  hitherto,  in 
my  reports,  thought  it  more  consistent  with  my  instructions 
generally  to  suppress  for  the  present  those  sections  which 
I  have  made  in  localities  out  of  tho  territories  of  Ihe  United 
Statea,  reserving  them  for  an  occasion  when  I  hope  ere 
long  to  produce  them,  consistent  with  what  is  due  to  every 
consideration.    In  one  sense,  however,  these  extensive  ex- 
cursions are  highly  favorable  to  an  object  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  country,  the  construction  of  a  general  geologi- 
cal map  of  the  United  States — an  undertaking  which  will 
probably  require  a  great  deal  of  time  to  perfect.    1  have 
been  able  to  collect  materials  for  the  outline  of  such  a  map, 
which  we  should  not  have  possessed  but  for  the  particular 
nature  of  my  duties  and  of  the  journeya  I  have  made,  and 
to  supply  many  others  from  observations  made  in  passing 
through  the  interior  of  the  country.    The  exertions  now 
making  to  produce  geological  information  in  various  Stales, 
will  increase  the  number  and  value  of  these  materials,  A 
geological  map  of  the  whole  United  Slates,  where  all  the 
formations  would  be  exhibited  on  a  large  acale,  nnd  the 
most  important  depositee  of  fuel,  metals,  and  useful  mine- 
rals be  accurately  -  laid  down,  would  be  a  monument  both 
useful  and  honorable  to  the  country  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  I  trust  the  day  is  not  distent  when  Congress  will  di- 
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tact  such  a  map  to  be  constructed  upon  a  scale  commen- 
surate with  the  importance  of  the  undertaking.  1  proceed 
now  to  the  elementary  portion  of  the  report  of  which  I  have 
spoken. 

Urology,  in  its  moot  comprrhensjve  sense,  means  the 
study  of  nature  and  of  all  natural  objects,  whether  those 
recent  ones  belonging  to  the  present  order  of  nature,  or 
those  fossil  ones  belonging  to  more  remote  periods,  and 
which  arc  supposed  to  havo  preceded  the  creation  of  man, 
because  no  vestige  of  the  existence  of  our  race  has  been 
hitherto  found  coeval  with  them.  And  as  all  the  forms  in 
iiuiure  present  themselves  to  ua  either  in  organic  or  inor- 
ganic bodies,  meaning  bodies  which  have  the  faculty  of 
continuing  their  kinds  and  those  which  have  not,  it  results 
that  geology  stands  in  relation  with  all  the  physical  scien- 
ces, and  that  overy  geologist  ought  to  have  some  knowledge 
of  mincmlogy,  zoology,  and  botany,  since  the  first  compre- 
hends all  inorganic  bodies,  and  the  last  two  all  organic 
forms.  In  a  more  limited  sense,  geology  comprehends 
only  the  study  of  the  mineral  structure  of  rocks,  their  rela- 
tive poaition,  and  the  fossil*  imbedded  in  them.  Restricted 
to  these  branches,  litis  study,  however  useful  it  might  be, 
could  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  science.  The  origin  of 
mountains  and  valleys,  the  changes  of  the  bed  of  the  ocean, 
the  action  of  rivers,  aud  the  nature  of  volcanoes,  together 
with  the  highly  liberal  study  of  comparative  anatomy, 
might  be  overlooked  in  this  narrow  field  of  observation,  and 
with  them  all  ihofo  lofty  philosophical  views  of  the  har- 
mony of  nature,  by  the  aid  of  which  geology  may  claim  to 
be  considered  as  opening  the  avenues  to  all  the  branches  of 
natural  science. 

An  individual  may  be  supposed  whose  mind  had  never 
before  been  awakened  to  this  subject,  and  contemplating 
for  the  first  time  the  varied  nature  of  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  the  sublime  height  of  the  mountains,  the  profound 
valleys,  the  extensive  prairies  without  hills  or  vales,  the 
oceans,  lakes,  and  rivers,  with  the  thousand  irregular  beau- 
ties which  give  so  much  grace  to  the  face  of  nature.  Yet 
might  this  superficial  aspect  awaken  no  more  cnlaigcd  idea 
than  that  the  earth  was  a  confused  man  of  rocks,  and 
clays,  and  sand*,  assembled  without  order  or  design.  At 
the  sea-shore,  however,  where  the  rocks  are  often  worn 
down  to  moral  escarpment*,*  and  the  beach  Is  usually  cov- 
ered with  shingles  or  rounded  pebble*,  he  could  not  fail  to 
perceive  that  these  last  had  been  brought  into  that  state  by 
mutual  trituration  from  water,  and  had  thus  been  diverted 
of  the  lingular  form  they  had  when  first  broken  off  from  the 
parent  muss,  where  they  once  were,  in  the  language  of 
geologists,  in  situ,  or  in  place.  These  would  at  once  re- 
mind him  of  the  rounded  pebbles  of  a  similar  character 
found  on  the  dry  laud,  almost  universally,  and  often  at 
a  great  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  in  many 
instances  thousands  of  feet  above  the  marine  level.  The 
moment  such  an  individual  begins  to  think  of  the  cause 
which  could  have  produced  this  agreement  betwixt  neb- 
bios  found  in  such  dissimilar  situations,  he  enters  upon 
the  study  of  geology.  This  is  one  of  its  first  and  most  im- 
portant lessons,  and  the  solution  to  the  inquiry  will  be 
found  to  be  the  key  to  similar  phenomena,  in  situations  still 
moro  extraordinary.  To  trace  these  rounded  pebbles  to 
their  native  rocks,  often  hundreds  of  miles  distant  from 
them,  they  must  t>e  compared  with  other  pebbles  strewed 
along  the  whole  distance  to  the  original  masses  from  whence 
they  were  detached  ;  and  then  comes  the  great  question  of 
the  cause  which  gave  them  the  pebble  form,  and  which 
brought  them  there.  Another  important  question  would 
now  suggest  itself  to  him,  whether  the  whole  substance  of 
the  crust  of  the  earth  t<  ono  solid  mass  of  materials  resem- 
bling thow  which  appear  on  the  surface.  Although  he  had 
observed  no  mineral  differences  in  the  rocks  he  had 
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ined,  yet,  if  the  territory  upon  which  he  trod  furnished  sev- 
eral strata  or  beds  superimposed  upon  each  other,  he  might 
find  some  indications  of  those  strata  either  in  the  mural  es- 
carpments on  the  seacoast,  in  the  valleys  and  ravines  in- 
land which  had  been  worn  by  the  action  of  river*,  or  in  the 
fissures  which  had  been  caused  by  any  natural  agents.  In 
such  situations  he  would  often  find  the  mineral  structure 
of  the  rocks  corresponding  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  val- 
leys and  of  rivers,  in  consequence  of  the  strata  having  bcon 
divided,  and  the  same  beds  presenting  themselves  on  each 
bank.  When  fully  satisfied  that  there  were  various  mine- 
ral beds  lying  beneath  the  arable  soil  on  the  surface  contain- 
ing the  rolled  pebbles,  he  would  be  still  more  anxious  to 
learn  the  nature  of  alt  the  beds  lying  beneath  those  he  had 
examined.  At  length,  extending  hia  inve*tig* lions,  he 
would  find  that  the  same  beds,  containing  the  same  kinds 
of  fossil  shells,  were  laid  upon  each  other  in  the  same  order 
of  succession  at  very  distant  points,  and  that  where  he  could 
recognise  one  bed,  it  would  serve  as  a  key  to  the  probable 
existence  of  other  associate  etrnta.  And  thus,  by  travelling 
and  practical  investigation,  and  by  books  and  the  conversa- 
tion of  experienced  men,  the  geological  student  at  length 
cornea  to  understand  that  the  earth  is  not  a  mass  uf  rocks, 
clays,  and  sands,  accumulated  without  o.der  and  design, 
but  that  a  portion  of  the  superficial  part  of  the  planet,  now 
called  the  crust,  is  composed  of  a  series  of  strata,  differing 
from  each  other  in  very  material  circumstances,  yet  observ- 
ing the  same  order  of  superposition  to  rach  other  at  the 
greatest  geographical  distances,  and  having,  of  course,  come 
into  that  order  at  successive  periods. 

Leaving  the  geological  student  to  the  impressions  which 
these  appearances  will  make  upon  him,  the  various  strata 
of  this  series,  as  they  have  been  observed  both  in  Europe 
and  in  the  United  8tates,  and  which  comprehend  the  whole 
rocky  structure  of  the  crust  of  the  earth,  as  far  as  it  has 
been  examined,  wilt  be  briefly  considered.  It  is  stated  in 
my  report  of  1835,  that  the  whole  of  these  rocks,  consid- 
ered as  a  geological  column,  which,  in  one  sense,  as  will 
be  hereafter  shown,  form  a  true  geological  column,  may  be 
subdivided  into  two  divisions;  the  inferior,  in  which,  no 
animal  or  vegetable  fossils  have  1m  en  observed,  and  there- 
fore deemed  to  be  inorganic,  and  the  superior,  which 
is  organic,  because  in  it  those  fo»sils  abound.  This 
last  division'  is  probably,  in  contradistinction  to  the  lowest 
rocks  of  the  preceding  division,  of  aqueous  origin,  being 
constituted  of  the  ruins  of  some  of  the  inferior  rocks, 
brought  into  a  comminuted  stale  by  the  action  of  water, 
which,  when  in  a  state  of  repose,  subsequently  distributed 
them  into  levels.  Other  rocks  are  the  result  of  quiet  de- 
positions from  mineral  waters,  and  some  may  be  the  result 
of  copious  ejections  of  mod  from  ancient  volcanoes.  There 
is  also  another  class  of  rocks,  to  which  the  term  "intru- 
sive rocks"  has  been  well  applied.  It  is  familiarly  known 
that  modern  volcanoes  eject  rocky  matter  in  a  molten  state 
in  vast  quantities;  these  stream*  of  Isva,  when  indurated, 
become  rock  again,  of  varioua  degrees  of  mineral  composi- 
tion, and  whose  constituent  parts  have  a  great  affinity  to 
the  simple  elements  of  the  rocks  composing  the  moss  of 
the  inorganic  rocks  before  referred  to.  In  examining  the 
strata  of  the  superior  part,  we  often  find  them  penetrated 
and  disturbed  by  rocks  of  this  character,  bearing  the  gene- 
ral name  of  trap.  It  is  inferred  from  them,  and  from  their 
appearance,  even  in  the  inferior  rocks,  where  also  granitic 
veins  are  found  injected,  that,  in  the  earliest  stages  of  tlio 
crust  of  the  earth,  igneous  causes  were  in  action  of  suffi- 
cient force  to  fuse  mineral  bodies,  and  to  throw  them  to- 
wards the  surface,  during  which  progress  they  penetrated 
the  beds  which  lay  in  their  way,  as  is  exemplified  in  diagram 
No.  I,  of  a  singular  exhibition  of  trap  injected  into  m mi- 
nt Totternish,  in  the  Isle  of  Skye.'    It  will  be  ob- 
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served  that  the  horizontal  trap  vein*  represent  the  handle 
and  triple  prong*  of  a  fork,  and  that  if  all  that  part  of  (he 
section  to  the  left  from  whore  the  handle  is  joined  to  the 
prongs  had  heen  disintegrated  and  worn  away  in  the  lapse 
of  time,  leaving  the  part  to  the  right  representing  the  prongs, 
or  if  the  same  part  of  the  section  had  been  so  covered  up 
with  other  mineral  matter  as  to  defy  examination,  the  part 
exposed  would  have  presented  a  very  puzzling  case  of  hor- 
izontal trap  veins  ;  but  we  can  here  truce  the  prongs  to  the 
handle,  and  the  handle  to  a  huge  vertical  dike  of  trap  that 
has  its  undoubted  origin  from  below. 

Before  the  geological  column  spoken  of  is  described,  a 
few  remarks  may  be  offered  ou  the  current  nomenclatures 
which  have  been  applied  to  its  various  members.  It  was 
necessary  in  the  infancy  of  the  science,  to  give  names  to 
the  strata,  as  they  were  recognised ;  these  were,  of  course, 
either  theoretical  or  local,  as  a  natural  and  philosophical 
classification  and  nomenclature  can  only  be  the  result  of 
much  experience.  How  many  of  the  modern  designations 
will  be  eventually  retained  we  know  not ;  but  for  the  pre- 
scni,  independent  of  their  own  merits,  it  appears  impor- 
tant that  we  should  adhere  as  closely  as  circumstances  will 
admit  of  it,  to  the  arrangements  of  British  geologists.  _  It 
is  acknowledged,  even  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
their  great  exertions  and  learning  have  raised  the  science 
to  the  consequence  it  now  enjoys ;  and  as  the  most  valua- 
ble records  of  geological  literature  are  contained  in  our 
common  overspreading  language,  there  seems  to  be  every 
motive  for  our  present  deference  to  British  authorities  on 
this  subject,  and  for  establishing  such  harmony  of  views 
between  the  geologists  of  both  hemispheres  as  will  accele- 
rate the  period  of  a  permanent  classification.  For  the  pre- 
aeul  all  geologists  appear  to  be  agreed  upon  the  fact  that 
we  have  sufficiently. advanced  in  the  examination  of  the 
structure  of  various  parts  of  the  earth,  to  perceive  that  the 
numerous  strata  which  constitute  the  accessible  part  of  its 
crust  have  come  into  their  places  in  successive  to  each  other, 
according  to  an  order  which  may  he  eitid  to  be  invariable, 
since  the  exceptions  to  invariability  which  occasionally  oc- 
cur cau  be  satisfactorily  referred  to  causes  necessary  to  the 
constancy  of  succession  of  the  strata  ;  for  the  deposition  of 
the  sedimentary  rocks,  or  those  deposited  from  water,  is  re- 
ferable to  the  indirect  action  of  those  subterranean  causes 
which  have  either  dislocated  or  broken  down  the  older 
rocks,  from  the  ruins  of  which  most  of  them  are  composed, 
or  have  sent  to  the  surface  such  wide-spread  mineral  solu- 
tions, that  we  are  able  to  conceive  of  them  only  by  the  ex- 
tent of  their  deposiles,  which  could  never  have  been  pro- 
duced by  mineral  springs  upon  so  contracted  a  scale  as 
those  which  exhibit  thomaclves  under  the  present  order  of 
things.  In  other  words,  the  causes  which  have  directly  or 
indirectly  produced  the  deposition  of  all  sedimentary  rocks 
have  continued  to  act  at  successive  periods,  sometimes  dis- 
turbing the  older  beds,  and  forming  new  ones  from  their 
ruins,  at  other  times  producing  new  strata  from  mineral 
solutions. 

Accordingly  one  of  the  most  interesting  problems  in 
geology  is  to  separate  those  periods  from  each  other,  and 
to  ascertain,  by  the  mineral  structure  of  such  rocks,  by  the 
organic  remains  imbedded  in  them,  and  by  the  measure  of 
cou for mability  of  strata  to  a  horizontal  line,  the  positive 
affinities  and  difference*  between  them  all.  By  this  pro- 
cess, an  estimate  may  eventually  be  formed  of  the  exact 
amount  of  those  affinities  and  differences  in  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  die  earth,  and  a  consentaneous  judgment  be 
pronounced  upon  the  nature  of  tuose  causes,  from  the  uni- 
versality or  locality  of  their  effects,  whether  they  are  consti- 
tutional to  the  planet  or  not. 

It  is  then,  only,  thai  a  nomenclature  founded  upon  those 
unerring  principles  by  which  nslurs  is  constituted,  can  be 
established  and  applied  to  all  tbe  strata  and  phenomena 
which  have  preceded  the  present  order  of  tbiogs,  being 


those  which  are  peculiarly  the  objects  of  geological  inquiry. 
It  will  probably  also  be  found  that  tbe  judgment  which  will 
ultimately  be  formed  will  be  confirmed  by  what  is  passing 
in  the  present  order  of  nature,  where  the  midi  o(  affinities 
and  differences  is  still  further  extended,  snd  where  the  par- 
tial production  of  rocky  matter,  whether  of  a  mlimentary 
or  intrusive  nature,  is  obviously  caused  by  the  action  of  the 
same  universal  principles. 

In  accordance  with  the  intention  lo  treat  this  subject  in 
an  elementary  manner,  a  brief  account  will  be  given  of  the 
principal  strata  composing  the  geological  column,  as  it  has 
hoen  observed  in  Europe,  noticing,  at  the  same  time,  the 
American  beds,  which,  from  their  general  agreement  and 
position  in  the  series,  have  been  thought  to  be  equivalents; 
premising,  however,  that  where  a  group  of  beds  occurs,  the 
members  of  which  have  a  strong  affinity  for  each  other  in 
mineral  structure  and  organic  remains,  and  which  differ 
materially  from  the  adjacent  bed*  lying  above  or  lelow,  it 
Is  sometimes  culled  a  formation,  and  its  members  are  deemed 
to  have  been  deposited  at  an  epoch  peculiar  to  themselves 
and  separated  from  any  other  epoch  by  a  period  of  time  of 
some  duration.  If  the  existing  surface  of  the  earth  should 
at  any  future  era  be  entombed,  with  the  zoological  and  bo- 
tanical bodies  constituting  the  present  order  of  nature,  by 
new  sedimentary  deposites  brought  there,  as  the  existing 
ones  apparently  have  heen,  and  a  new  order  of  things  were 
to  commence  consequent  to  the  repose  after  such  nn  event, 
having  some  affinities  for  the  preceding  one,  yet  pessesMng 
organic  bodies  not  belonging  to  it,  such  sedimentary  depos- 
ites would,  according  lo  the  received  language  in  geology, 
lie  called  a  new  formation.  This  hypothetical  state  of  things 
is  thought  to  have  been  often  repeated  in  the  encient  stale 
of  tho  planet.  It  is  proper  also  to  remark,  that,  although 
the  members  of  this  column  preserve  an  invariable  suceseion 
to  each  other,  yet  it  frequently  happens  that,  in  various 
pait*  of  the  world,  many  of  them  are  wanting.  These 
deficiencies  in  the  localities,  where  they  are  observed,  are 
to  he  attributed  either  to  the  inaction  of  thoca^e*  to  which 
the  beds  owe  their  origin,  or  lo  other  cautt  s,  through  the 
agency  of  which  they  have  disappeared.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, the  deficiency  is  only  apparent,  the  strata  being  so 
much  altered  in  appearance  from  the  contiguity  of  intru-ive 
rocks,  as  to  aseume  another  character.  Wherever  any  of 
the  strata  are  found,  however,  the  order  of  their  succession 
is  constant,  like  the  alphabetic  order  of  letters,  B  in  Amer- 
ica being  never  found  above  A,  whilst  A  in  China,  or  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  is  always  found  above  all  the 
other  letters  and  never  undpr  any  of  them.  The  intrusive 
rocks  are  of  course  excluded  from  this  statement.  Where 
A  (and  the  same  may  be  said  of  any  other  letter)  is  found 
contiguously  overlying  O,  or  any  other  bi  d,  in  Mich  instan- 
ces tbe  intervening  beds  are  deficient,  fioiu  some  of  the 
causes  befo  e  alluded  to. 

By  such  inductive  steps  are  we  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
those  truths  which  geology  teaches,  and  come  to  perceive 
that  tho  general  arrangement  of  the  beds  composing  the 
superficial  part  of  the  cruiU  of  the  earth  is  not  incoherent 
and  at  random,  but  haa  been  produced  by  causes  both  con- 
stant and  general ;  for  since,  after  a  mature  examination  of 
the  European  bed*,  evidences  of  the  same  geological  epochs 
are  found  at  the  most  distant  points,  it  would  be  infinitely 
a  mote  strange  thing  if  affinities  were  not  found  here,  than 
it  can  possibly  be  in  the  eyes  of  sceptical  persons  to  find 
some  of  the  beds  in  both  hemispheres  considered  as  equiv- 
alents. 

Although  this  order  of  succession  exists,  yet  in  no  part 
of  the  world  have  all  these  beds  been  found  uninterruptedly 
overlying  each  other,  as  they  are  represented  in  the  geolo- 
gical column.  This  perpendicular  section  only  represents  all 
the  beds  which  have  Iwn  described  as  coming  into  their 
places  in  succession  to  each  other.    If,  however,  all  theso 
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been  subsequently  disturbed,  such  a  section  might  hove  ex- 
isted in  nature.  Bui,  as  has  been  before  observed,  some  of 
them  are  wanting  in  every  country.  In  the  tabular  view 
following,  the  strata,  for  the  sake  of  convenient  reference, 
are  grouped.  The  beds,  from  the  variegated  or  red  marl 
to  the  Portland  oolite,  both  inclusive,  comprenend  what 
English  gcologi  U  have  named  the  oolitic  series ;  this  group 
has  an  average  thickness  of  2,700  feet  in  England,  but  has 
not  yet  been  found  on  any  part  of  this  continent.  Chalk, 
also,  which  has  an  overage  thickness  of  alioul  700  feet  in 
Europe,  is  not  found  here,  although  many  associate  strata 
belonging  to  the  group  it  is  a  member  of,  and  lying  both 
above  and  Itelow  it,  are  well  developed  in  the  United  Stales. 
This  remarkable  depositc  in  the  countries  where  it  exists, 
contains  in  the  upper  part  of  its  white  mass  numerous  irreg- 
i  of  nodules  and  plates  of  the  dark-colored  flint  of 
«.  HalJon  Hill,  in  Devonshire,  consists  of  green 
superimposed  upon  red  marl,  the  intervening  beds 
being  wanting.  But  th  chalk  which  lies  upon  the  green 
sands  in  the  tabular  view  is  not  there,  and  an  unobserving 
traveller  would  cross  this  lofty  barrier  without  being  remind- 
ed of  it.  A  geologiot,  however,  is  struck  with  the  immense 
heaps  of  flints  deposited  in  various  parts  of  this  hill,  some 
in  entire  nodules,  exactly  as  they  are  found  in  the  chalk, 
and  others  broken  up  and  comminuted  into  a  thousand 

C:es.  Looking  around  him,  ho  sees  at  the  foot  of  the 
a  rich  and  broad  valley  with  (he  river  Ex  flowing 
through  it  to  the  ocean,  which  is  visible  on  his  right.  At 
some  distance  in  front  he  sees  the  white  chalk  cliffs  of  Dor- 
setshire. He  now  comprehends  the  phenomenon,  sees  that 
the  chalk  has  once  been  in  position  where  he  now  finds 
only  the  flints,  and  that  some  cause  ha3put  an  Immeasura- 
ble water  power  in  motion,  which  has  scooped  out  the  vale 
of  Ex,  and  washed  out  all  the  cretaceous  matter  for  many 
mites,  leaving  the  flints  behind  as  monuments  of  the  de- 
posit e  in  which  they  were  imbedded,  and  of  the  irresistible 
force  of  the  movement  which  separated  them.  This  has 
been  found  repeated  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  On  this 
continent  no  chalk  flints  have  yet  been  found,  nor  any  other 
evidences  that  the  chalk  has  been  removed,  and  the  same 
observation  may  be  applied  to  the  oolitic  series,  want- 
ing here,  since  its  characteristic  fossils  have  not  been 
found. 

Of  Ihc  absence  of  other  beds  of  the  geological  series, 
we  have  remarkable  instances  on  this  continent.  On  the 
geological  line  extending  from  the  State  of  Maine  continu- 
ously, in  rile  direction  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Washington,  and  the  falls  of  all  the  Atlantic 
rivers,  to  Wctumpka,  on  the  Coosa  river,  in  Alabama, 
there  are  no  beds  telween  the  primary  rocks  at  the  bottom 
of  the  series,  and  the  loose  detritus  and  alluvial  deposites 
on  the  surface,  but  very  important  members  of  the  upper 
secondary  and  tertiary  groups  are  found  east  of  that  line, 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  they  wtre  deposited 
when  the  ocean  was  bounded  by  that  geological  line.  Of 
the  causes  of  this  deficiency  of  strata  upon  so  long  a  line, 
whether  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  early  elevation  of  the 
primary  rocks  above  the  marine  level,  or  to  causes  which 
have  removed  other  strata,  geologists  may  divide  in  opin- 
ion; but  the  abaenco  of  all  evidence  of  a  disturbing  force 
commensurate  with  such  extended  effects,  strengthens  the 
first  conjecture,  which  recommends  itself,  by  the  simplicity 
of  its  fitness,  in  accounting  for  the  phenomenon. 

The  following  tabular  view  of  the  principal  known  rocks 
exhibits  such  a  section  as  might  have  existed  In  nature  if 
all  the  beds  had  been  deposited  in  one  locality,  and  had 
never  been  disturbed.  It  also  presents,  as  geologists  will 
perceive,  for  the  first  timo  in  any  tabular  view,  ihc  new 
arrangements  of  that  important  portion  of  the  column 
hitherto  designated  as  grauwacke  and  transition  forma- 
tions, by  those  distinguished  leaders  of  the  science,  Mr. 
Murchison  *ud  the  Rev.  Adam  Sedgwick. 
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aVimc  of  the  beds. 

It!  hating  been  already  stated  that  the  rocks  belonging  to 
the  superior  division  of  this  column  are  constituted  prin- 
cipally of  the  ruins  of  those  of  the  inferior  division,  brought 
into  a  comminuted  state  by  the  action  of  water,  and  sub- 
seijticntly  deposited  into  levels,  the  obvious  propriety  of 
considering  the  column  in  the  ascending  order  will  be  per- 
ceived. Every  practical  student  will  also  sec  the  necessity 
of  having  some  knowledge  of  the  mineral  ntrurture  of  the 
older  rocks,  before  he  can  form  a  judicious  opinion  of  the 
mineral  origin  of  the  more  modern  ones.  The  groat 
number  of  the  formations  of  trie  inorganic  divinon  are 
put  down  approximotively  as  to  their  order  of  succession. 
Some  of  them,  as  the  granite,  are  unstratified,  whilst  the 
gneiss  and  some  others  are  stratified.  Although  all  of 
them  are  not  of  igneous  origin,  yet  most  of  them  in  their 
turn  seemed  to  have  acted  in  tho  character  of  intrusive 
rocks.  In  some  countries  we  have  evidence  of  trappran 
matter  having  been  ejected  from  beneath  the  granite. 
Whilst,  however,  they  are  not  found  in  all  countries  in 
the  order  assigned  to  them  in  this  column,  yet  (hey  have 
been  found  every  where  approximating  to  it.  In  the  early 
days  of  geology,  when  theoretical  terms  had  more  influence 
than  at  present,  they  were  called  primitive,  because  it  waa 
supposed  they  had  been  produced  before  all  other  rucks. 
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The  term  primary  haj  since  been  substituted,  asexpressing 
their  antecedent  state  in  the  column,  without  any  theoreti- 
cal assertion.  Geologists,  on  account  of  the  extreme  in- 
terest attending  the  study  of  the  fossUi/crou*  rocks,  have 
paid  such  undivided  attention  to  them,  that  the  moat  an- 
cient formation*  have  been  comparatively  neglected,  and 
an  ample  field  has  thus  been  left  for  the  arrangement  of 
this  mineralogical  branch  of  geology,  where  the  rarer 
mineral"  and  crystals  may  assist  in  pointing  out,  as  fossils 
have  hitherto  done,  the  natural  classification  of  these  prim- 
ordial rocks.  We  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  this  will 
not  lw  deferred  a  long  time,  when  we  look  to  the  splendid 
results  of  the  Silurian  system  which  have  been  wrought 
out  of  the  grauwackcan  chaoa  during  the  last  four  years, 
by  the  perseverance  and  sound  judgment  of  Mr.  Murcbi- 
son. 

Before  entering  upon  any  description  of  these  inferior 
rocks,  some  observations  may  be  introduced  here,  upon  the 
two  general  classes  into  which  all  depoaites  maybe  arrang- 
ed— those  of  chemicil  and  those  of  mechanical  origin. 
Although  the  object  of  the  geologist  is  rather  to  arrive  at 
just  conclusions  respecting  the  causes  to  which  mineral 
beds  owe  their  position,  than  to  the  elementary  nature  of 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  yet  some  miner- 
alogical acquaintance  with  their  mineral  constituents  is 
requisite  to  discriminate  between  tbem,  and  every  student 
is  supposed  to  have  prepared  himself,  in  some  degree,  to 
comprehend  the  chemical  laws  under  the  influence  of  which 
mineralogical  bodies  take  their  peculiar  forma.  Crystalline 
bodies,  however  imperfect,  are  the  result  of  chemical  agen- 
cies ;  and  where  a  rock  is  composed  of  regular  crystals  of  one 
mineral,  imbedded  in  a'massivc  paste  of  imperfectly  crystal- 
lized mineral  matter  of  another  kind,  we  may  come  safely 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole  mass  has  had  a  crystal- 
line origin.  There  is  a  porphyritic  granite  of  this  kind, 
called  Shapfcll  granite,  in  England,  which  is  met  with  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  the  rock  upon  which  the 
coal  measures  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia,  rest,  and  I  have 
observed  it  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Blue  ridge,  in  Mad- 
ison county,  in  that  Stale,  and  in  various  parts  of  Georgia. 
This  rock  has  evidently  never  been  disturbed  as  to  its  ag- 
gregation since  its  first  chemical  production.  The  other 
class  of  rocks  is  of  a  different  character.  When  observed 
by  the  microscope,  the  aggregate  parts  appear  to  consist  of 
small  fragments  of  crystalline  minerals,  having  been  aub- 
jected  to  much  attrition  by  water,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  have  lost  their  sharp  edges,  and  have  become  rounded. 
Depositee  of  this  kind,  the  constituents  of  which  havo  been 
mechanically  separated  from  crystalline  bodies,  are  easily 
recognised  for  the  greater  part.  They  have  all  been  evi- 
dently deposited  from  water,  and  arc  classed  amongst  the 
sedimentary  rocks,  in  contradistinction  to  the  others,  which 
are  deemed  to  be  ignigenous.  There  are  a  few  rocks  which  | 
have  on  ambiguous  character :  those  limestones  which  have  I 
been  deposited  from  solutions  lake  a  crystalline  aspect,  and 
many  strata  proximate  to  ignigenous  rocks  have  been  sub- 
jected to  some  change  in  their  external  appearance,  but  the 
excepliona  will  not  interfere  with  this  classification. 

The  common  gram'U  is  easily  recognised  by  its  granular 
crystalline  structure,  composed  of  felspar,  quartz,  and  mi- 
ca, nearly  caqually  diflurcd  and  united  into  a  mass  without 
any  apparent  cement.  The  varieties  are  numerous,  occa- 
sioned by  the  varying  proportions  of  its  constituent  parts, 
and  the  substitution  of  other  minerals  for  some  of  them. 
Amongst  the.  most  remarkable  are  those  known  as  graphic 
granite,  a  beautiful  mineral  composed  utmost  entirely  of 
lamellar  felspar  and  quartz,  ao  disposed  as  to  present  an  op- 
|>carance  of  literal  characters.  This  variety  contains  beryls, 
garnets,  and  other  miuerals,  and,  where  it  is  found  in  ex- 
tensive depositcs,  as  iu  the  State  of  Delaware,  about  ten 
inilea  from  Wilmington,  is  valuable  for  the  manufacture  of 
porcelain.    Another  variety  is  the  porphyritic  granite  be- 


fore mentioned,  where  large  rhomboids!  crystals  of  red  and 
white  felspar  are  imbedded  in  a  paste  of  amall-grained 
granite. 

The  gneiss  is  generally  a  strati  lied  rock,  often  abounding 
so  much  in  mica  as  to  constitute  its  base.  The  plates  of 
this  last  mineral  are  distributed  parallel  to  its  strata,  which 
occasion  it  to  split  easily  in  that  direction.  Granite  often 
parses  into  this  rock,  the  quartz  being  absent.  There  is  a 
singular  rock  on  the  prairie  at  the  Grand  Portage  cast  of 
Lac  qui  park,  on  the  St  Peter's.  Immense  masses,  some 
of  them  twenty  feet  high,  abound  there,  with  a  laminated 
structure  so  perfect  as  to  form  a  true  stratification.  The 
lamina  arc  in  many  instances  only  au  inch  in  breadth,  and 
dip  to  the  southeast  with  an  almost  vertical  inclination.  It  is 
a  red  granular  rock,  containing  little  or  no  mica,  resembling 
granite  in  every  particular  except  its  stratification.  Gneiss 
is  a  very  abundant  rock  in  the  Atlantic  portion  of  the  foi- 
led States.  It  [t  extensively  quarried  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  for  architectural  purpose*, 
whilst  on  the  hills  above  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, it  is  in  a  decomposed  state;  the  felspar  having  lost 
its  cohesion,  and  the  mica  being  very  much  broken  down. 
The  ferruginous  matter  belonging  to  this  rock  has  accumu- 
lated by  molecular  attraction  showing  itself  in  intersecting 
carbonaceous-looking  streaks  and  seams  where  the  roads 
have  been  cut  through  the  hills,  but  beiug  more  generally 
diffused  as  a  red  oxyde.  These  numerous  ferruginous 
partings,  which  cause  the  gneiss  to  separate  into  irregular 
masses  with  bright  black  faces,  are  not  found  in  that  part 
of  the  gneiss  which  is  undecomposod  in  the  same  vicinity 
along  Rock  creek. 

The  characteristic  rock  of  the  mica  slate  formation  con- 
tains little  or  no  felspar,  and  has  a  slaty  structure,  with  a 
glittering  appcorance.  Its  fissility  enables  its  to  be  conve- 
niently used  for  flags  on  the  sideways  of  streets.  It  is 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  all  the  gneiss  districts. 

Primordial  limestone  is  found  in  this  part  of  the  series, 
but  is  not  constant  to  it.  In  some  instances  it  haa  been 
called  saccharine  limestone,  from  its  uhile  granular  resemb- 
lance to  loaf  sugar.  It  is  the  material  used  for  statuary 
marbles,  the  most  valuable  beds  of  which,  those  that  are 
unmixed  with  siliceous  particles,  are  very  rare.  Immense 
blocks,  weighing  several  tons,  have  been  sometimes  trans- 
ported from  Italy  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  ^ 
single  statue,  which,  on  account  of  the  nests  of  siliceous 
matter  lound  in  them,  have  proved  almost  valueless  when 
worked  into.  No  extensive  depoaites  of  it  of  a  good  qual- 
ity have  yet  been  found  in  the  United  States.  There  are 
many  varieties  of  this  saccharine  limestone,  however,  here. 
It  sometimes  contains  mica,  and  is  subordinate  to  the  stat- 
uary marble:  this  if  the  variety  called  cipolino.  Iu  Con- 
necticut extensive  veined  beds  occur,  traversed  by  serpen- 
tine. In  Maryland,  several  varieties  occur,  and  amongst 
others  a  paste  of  fine  saccharine  limestone,  imbedding  crys- 
tals of  hornblende,  resembling  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Culloch'  in  the  Isle  of  Tirey,  Hebrides. 

Hornblende  rock  abounds  in  this  country  on  the  Atlantic 
frontier,  sometimes  dark  and  compact,  with  a  granular 
texture,  at  other  time  greenish,  with  a  fibrous  structure, 
and  disposed  to  fissility  ;  it  is  sometimes  micaceous,  and 
near  Wilmington,  at  Quarryvillc,  on  the  Delaware,  a  lo- 
cality which  has  supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  materials 
for  the  Delaware  breakwater,  there  is  a  beautiful  resplen- 
dent variety  of  ovate  lamcllcr  crystals  of  felspar,  having  a 
slightUh  red  color,  with  a  hornblende  base,  which  fuses 
into  a  fine  dark  enamel.  This  is  a  trdte  porphyritic  grceu- 
■tono. 

The  falcott  slala  have  a  base  of  tale,  with  mica  and  crys- 
tals of  sulpbcret  of  iron  diffused  in  them;  they  arc  easily 
recognisable  by  their  unctuous  touch  and  glosay  appear- 

♦  McCuIloch's  Western  Islands,  vol.  I,  p.  JO. 
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■nee.  In  the  United  States  these  slates  are  largely  devel- 
oped in  what  ia  called  the  gold  region,  especially  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  gold  being  in  the  ferruginous  quartzose  veins 
which  traverse  this  formation. 

The  Germans  have  called  all  combinations  of  hornblende 
and  felspar,  when  they  have  a  granite  structa re,  gr&nttem 
or  greemtone  rocks,  and  accordingly,  as  they  are  compact 
or  fissile  in  their  structure,  they  have  been  designated  as 
primitive  greenstone  or  greenstone  slate.  Hornblende  is 
heavier  than  quartz  or  felspar,  and,  when  scratched,  gives 
a  light  green  streak,  and  where  it  forms  the  principal  part 
of  rocks,  they  take  a  greenish  black  color.  In  hornblende 
slates  the  felspar  itself  ie  often  green.  When  the  quantity 
of  magnesia  is  increased  in  the  hornblende  rocks,  they  ap- 
pear to  pass  insensibly  into  terpentine,  a  rock  which 
abound*  in  this  country  in  the  region  of  the  primodial 
rocks. 

The  geological  student,  in  entering  the  field  of  observa- 
the  United  Slates,  will  find  that  the  varietiea  of  all 


tion  in 

the  formations  which  have  been  alluded  to  are  very  name- 
roue,  and  that  they  occasionally  succeed  each  other  in  so 
irregular  a  manner  as  to  preclude  the  supposition  that  they 
have  come  into  their  places  in  any  determinate  order  of 
succession.  Regarding  them  theoretically  as  the  products 
of  igneous  fusion,  the  embarrassment  is  increased  by  per- 
ceiving some  of  them  to  be  unstratified,  and  others  strati- 
fied. That  the  first  may  have  resulted  from  the  cooling 
down  of  mineral  matter  when  in  a  state  of  igneous  intum- 
escence, is  intelligible  enough ;  but  that  contiguous  rocks, 
having  the  same  origin,  and  which  form  perhaps  the  great- 
er portion  of  tho  surface,  should  be  disposed  in  parallel 
strata,  is  not  so  easily  explained.  Yet,  if  any  one  should 
be  disposed  to  attribute  to  them  the  same  aqueous  origin  to 
which  the  sedimentary  stratified  rocks  are  referred,  he  must 
remember  not  only  that  the  mineral  constituents  of  those 
unstratified  and  stratified  masses  are  the  same,  but  that  most 
of  them  actually  pass  into  each  other  by  the  absence  or 
pretence  of  one  or  more  of  their  mineral  constituents. 
VVhut  ha*  been  called  ihe  strnirication  of  these  ignigenous 
rocks,  may  be  owing  to  the  principle  which  occasions  their 
fisstlity,  such  as  the  distribution  of  the  plates  of  mica  paral- 
lel to  the  strata.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  nature  of 
the  primordial  rocks  has  yet  to  be  carefully  studied  before 
wo  nan,  with  perfect  satisfaction,  believe  this  difference  be- 
tween them  to  be  due  to  modifying  causes,  and  refer  these 
two  classes  of  rocks  to  the  same  origin. 

Much  of  the  irregularity  with  which  they  succeed  to 
each  other  is  owing  in  somo  cases  to  the  same  mineral 
compound  being  repeated  in  distant  localities,  and  in  others 
to  slight  variations  of  that  compound.  Most  of  these  ig- 
nigenous mns«es  appear  in  the  character  of  intrusive  bodies. 
Granite,  the  lowest  rock  in  the  series,  is  found  in  a  modi- 
fied form  overlying  fossiliferous  strata  in  the  Alps.  Serpen- 

overlies  setinneiuary  limestone;  in  extensive  tracts  oi  trie 
Appcninea,  and  trap  rocks,  of  which  modern  lavas  are  but 
modifications,  are  found  injected  into  almost  every  forma- 
tion, from  the  granite  up  to  the  surface ;  indeed,  in  the  ex- 
tinct volcanoes  of  Auvergne,  the  ancient  lavas  have  been 
clearly  projected  from  beneath  the  granite. 

There  ia  another  important  rock,  clay  slate,  not  inserted 
in  the  tabular  view,  which  is  thought  to  pass  gradually  in- 
to some  of  the  schistose  primordial  masses  with  which  it 
is  associated;  yet  it  is  a  stratified  body,  and  in  its  mineral 
structure  is  sometimes  hardly  distinguishable  from  the  roof- 
in*  slates,  which  arc  enumerated  amongst  the  sedimentary 
deposites  or  what  have  been  called  the  transition  beds. 

These  observations  on  the  formations  of  the  inferior  di- 
vision are  offered  not  only  for  the  assistance  of  the  geologi- 
cal student,  but  in  some  degree  to  incite  the  able  mineral- 
ogists of  this  country  who  reside  in  the  regions  of  the  pri- 
rocks,  to  make  a  precise  and  analytic  study  of  their 
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structure  atui  constituent  attinii\  wun  cac 
to  note  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  order  in 
which  they  are  neon  to  succeed  and  overlie  each  other. 
Repeated  observations  made  in  various  parts  of  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  will  produce  a  great  deal  of  valuable  informa- 
tion. By  such  means  alone,  we  shall  be  able  to  compare 
the  natural  order  and  constituency  of  the  primordial  rocks 
of  the  United  States  with  those  which  prevail  in  distant 
countries ;  and  thus,  in  time,  a  unity  of  intellect  may  be 
directed  to  the  development  of  the  most  ancient  parts  of 
the  structure  of  the  accessible  portions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
some  principles  connected  with  the  mineral  and  metallic 
bodies,  that  cannot  foil  to  be  valuable  in  an  economical 
point  of  view. 

We  now  approach  a  system  of  rocks  usually  found  over- 
lying the  inferior  division,  and  where  organic  remains  are 
for  the  first  time  found  in  tbe  ascending  series.  Perhaps 
the  formation  alluded  to  as  clay  slate  belongs  properly  to 
this  system,  the  general  mineral  structure  of  which  is  alto- 
gether slaty.  The  whole  of  this  scries  of  rocks  (a  lumi- 
nous account  of  which  will  soon  bo  published  by  the  Rev. 
Adam  Sedgwick,  under  tbe  designation  of  the  Cambrian 
system,  from  the  locality  where  he  has  principally  studied 
them)  has  been  hitherto  included,  together  with  tbe  Silu- 
rian system  of  Mr.  Murchison,  under  the  undefined  names 
of  transition  and  graawacke,  terms  which  are  now  likely 
to  be  entirely  abandoned.  Before  this  portion  of  the  geo- 
logical column  had  been  adequately  investigated,  the  theo- 
retical term  transition  was  generally  received.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  at  the  point  whero  organic  remains  first  appear- 
ed, thore  existed  a  true  natural  mineral  transition  from  in- 
organic to  organic  rocks ;  and  if  that  point  were  established, 
the  term  would  not  be  misapplied  to  those  slaty  mas  hps. 
But  the  affinity  of  the  mineral  structure  of  some  of  these 
rocks  with  that  of  others  higher  up  in  the  aeries  caused  the 
term  to  be  extended  so  far  beyond  its  original  meaning  and 
application,  as  to  comprehend  depositea  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  feet  in  thickness ;  and  although  this  great 
slaty  system  was  separated  from  the  carboniferous  limestone 
by  the  old  red  sandstone  formation,  itself  having  a  thick- 
ness of  ten  thousand  feet  and  more  in  many  localities,  yet 
some  geologists  included  all  these  formations,  together  with 
the  carboniferous  limestone,  containing  a  distinct  class  of 
organic  remains,  in  the  transition  rocks.  Henceforward, 
it  is  probable  that  the  term  will  fall  into  disuse,  in  propor- 
tion as  tbe  nomenclatures  applied  to  the  Cambrian  and  Si- 
lurian systems  shall  become  generally  known,  they  having 
already  received  the  sanction  of  the  leading  European 
geologists. 

The  knvtr  Cambrian  of  the  tabular  view,  as  it  has  been 
observed  in  Caernarvonshire,  consists  principally p( chlorite 
schists,  passing  occasionally  into  micaceous  and  quertzose 
slates,  and  contains  subordinate  ma«ue»  of  white  granulur 


and  serpentine  rock.  In  other  localities,  mass- 
es of  dark  glossy  clay  slate,  devoid  of  calcareous  matter, 
are  found,  and  passing  into  tbe  inferior  primordial  rocks. 
This  lower  Cambrian  formation  appears  to  contain  no  or- 
ganic remains,  but  lead  and  copper  are  found  in  it. 
The  middle  Cambrian  of  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth- 
sins  great  quantities  of  fine  roofing  slate,  often 
imbedded  in  slate  rocks  of  a  coarser  quality ;  these  alternate 
with  and  apparently  pass  into  irregularly  inters! ratified 
masses  of  porphyry.  At  the  top  of  Snowdon  a  few  or- 
ganic remains  are  found,  resembling  others  observed  at 
Tints  gel,  in  Cornwall.  Some  of  these  slates  are  highly 
calcareous,  but  no  continuous  beds  of  limestone  have  been 
observed  amongst  them. 

The  upper  Cambrian,  as  observed  in  South  Wales,  ia 
connected  with  the  superincumbent  formation  of  Llandeifo 
flag*.  Beds  of  limestone  and  calcareous  slates  occur,  to- 
gether with  organic  remains.  The  roofing  slate  of  thisdivisioa 
splits  in  a  direction  transverse  to  the 
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